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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1985 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Nellie 
Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallum, Hon. Bruce 
McLaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, 
Mr. Richard, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Members will note that our Yellowknife Boy Scouts are present today 
and are paging to raise money to go to the Canadian jamboree in Guelph in July. Welcome aboard, 
boys. 

---Applause 

Orders of the day for Friday, February the 8th. 

Item 2, Members' replies. 

Item 3, Ministers' statements. Item 4, oral questions. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

ITEM 4: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 4-85(1): Transportation Of Inmate For Compassionate Reasons 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a question to Health and Social 
Services Minister. I got a call from the correctional centre in Yellowknife. Issak Inukee called 
me yesterday. One of his relatives died in Cape Dorset. He is at the correctional centre in 
Yellowknife and I was wondering if he could be sent home to go to his dad's funeral. I would like 
to find out if Social Services would help him get home to the funeral service. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. McLaughlin. 

Return To Question 4-85(1): Transportation Of Inmate For Compassionate Reasons 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Department of Social Services, in its 
correction system, does allow for transportation of inmates home for compassionate reasons and when 
this is done the type of offence that the prisoner is in custody for is taken into consideration. 
I will look into the individual inmate concerned and find out if they can, in fact, arrange for him 
to be given transportation home for compassion ate reasons and I wi 11 get back to the Member 
immediately this afternoon. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. 
advise Mr. Arlooktoo. Oral questions. 

Then you are taking your question as notice and you will 
Mr. Ballantyne. 
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Question 5-85(1) : Resource Revenue Sharing 

MR., BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to direct this question to the Minister 
responsible for Energy, Mines and Resources Secretariat, Mr. Curley. When the Minister of Indian 
and Northern Affairs was here just recently, he made an announcement of the go-ahead of the 
Panarctic Bent Horn project. I know that this government �ad a number of concerns that they wanted 
the Minister to address before the project went ahead. One of them is resource revenue sharing and 
I think this House agrees that the key to any future political development in the North is to have 
some sort of a revenue base. I wonder if the Minister could bring us up to date as to whether or 
not those concerns have been addressed. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Curley. 

Return To Question 5-85(1) : Resource Revenue Sharing 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, I think the press was pretty accurate in 
reporting the announcement of the Minister. I think on that basis they did pretty good coverage. 
I would like to indicate to the House though that although at the moment the federal Minister and 
the government have not come to a final agreement on the issue of resource revenue sharing, Mr. 
Crombie committed himself to bring the issue of the resource revenue management and sharing 
proposal before his cabinet. That he is prepared to do. I know that the Executive Council will 
now be following up that -- in a relatively short time, I would think. And that is one area that 
my co 11 eagues, as Mr. Ner ysoo indicated yesterday, wi 11 be prepared to enter into negotiations. 
The satisfaction that the Executive Council did receive was that he was very committed to pursuing 
the principle of resource revenue sharing being finalized. I am happy to report that Mr. Crombie 
has been quite receptive and I know that he will be calling upon this government to see how the 
negotiations should begin. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Richard. 

Question 6-85(1) : Report Of Task Force On Spousal Assault 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister responsible for the Status 
of Women Secretariat. Mr. Speaker, I am wondering if the Minister could advise us whether we can 
expect a report this session from the task force on spousal assault. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 6-85(1) : Report Of Task Force On Spousal Assault 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I thank the Member for his interest in the task 
force on spousal assault. The goal is to have a report prepared this session but I must observe 
that the report is now being written. Community visits in all parts of the Territories have only 
just been completed. So, it means that the report will come later rather than earlier in the 
session but I know the chairman and status of women advisory counci 1 are committed to having the 
report presented to this House this session. And I fully support that. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 7-85(1) : Legislation Governing Coroner's Inquests And Workers' Compensation Board 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister of Justice and Public 
Services. The Minister recently received a letter from the president of Local 802 of the United 
Steelworkers asking that there be a public inquiry into the death last summer of Gordon Davidson, 
who was an employee of Con Mine, but more generally, asking for a public inquiry into the 
legislation that governs coroner's inquests and Workers' Compensation Board and so on. And it 
seems to me that some very important points have been raised in that matter with respect to the 
make-up of jury, the presentation of, evidence, the inabi 1 ity of heirs to sue if they accept 
compensation and so on. And it seems to me that it is something that should be sorted out. So, 
can I ask what action the Minister does plan with respect to this matter? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 
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Return To Question 7-85(1): Legislation Governing Coroner's Inquests And Workers' Compensation 
Bocrd 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would just like to thank the honourable Member for 
giving me notice of this question. The death of Gordon Davidson was indeed tragic. The 
circumstances leading to the death of Mr. Davidson were investigated and a coroner's inquest was 
duly held. As the honourable Member is aware, the purpose of a coroner's inquest is to investigate 
into the cause of death. Where an inquest is held concerning a death caused by an accident, at, 
in, or in connection with a mine, the coroner is required to send notice to the inspector under the 
Mining Safety Ordinance to require him to be present and to cross-examine any witnesses at the 
inquest. A coroner's inquest is akin in many ways to a judicial proceeding. It would therefore be 
improper for me to comment on the hearing itself. However, I am aware that the jury at this 
inquest made recommendations regarding the improving of safety conditions in the mine. 

The inquest into Mr. Davidson's death has given me cause to examine and revise the Coroners 
Ordinance. I have directed my officials to review the present Coroners Ordinance with the view of 
making appropriate recommendations for the revision of the ordinance. I am aware that in many ways 
the ordinance is inadequate. I will also be discussing with my colleague, the Hon. Gordon Wray, 
the need to consider the provision barring civil proceedings once compensation has been paid. 

As far as the request for a public inquiry is concerned, the Public Inquiries Ordinance provides 
that the Commissioner may, where he considers it necessary, or in the public interest, cause an 
inquiry to be made into any matter relating to the conduct of the public business of the 
Territories or any matter of public concern. Although United Steelworkers of America have publicly 
called for such an inquiry in a press conference, no request as such, to my knowledge has been made 
to the Commissioner. On the assumption that such a request is deemed to have been made through the 
press release, I would have to state that the government has not yet had the opportunity to 
consider whether such a public inquiry is appropriate in this case, having regard to the fact that 
a coroner's inquest has already been held and recommendations have been made by the jury at the 
inquest. Furthermore, I give an undertaking that the Coroners Ordinance will be advanced for 
revision and that I will review with my colleague, Mr. Wray, the question of amending the Workers' 
Compensation Ordinance. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Ballantyne. 

Question 8-85(1): Vacant Federal Housing Units, Yellowknife 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to ask this question of the Minister 
responsible for Housing, Mr. Wray. I think everybody is aware of the housing shortage in 
Yellowknife, but there is one aspect of it that we have not touched on, neither the housing 
committee nor MLAs, and it is something that I have tried to pursue for the last three or four 
years. The federal DPW has a number of units they have leased or bought in Yellowknife and they 
have been sitting empty for many years. It has been impossible for anybody to get the 
information. Of late I notified the press that I became aware of the situation of an apartment 
building, the Solar Apartment building in Yellowknife that has 11 apartment units, nine of which 
have sat empty for two years in the midst of a serious housing crisis in Yellowknife. The owner of 
the building is trying to break the lease with the federal government. They refuse to do it. I 
wonder if the Minister can look into this question and if the Minister can get an idea of how many 
empty units the federal government have within Yellowknife and try to put some pressure on the 
federal government to allow those units to go back to the public who need them a lot more than 
would-be federal employees living somewhere in the South. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 8-85(1): Vacant Federal Housing Units, Yellownife 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I most certainly wi 11 pursue the matter. Just for the 
record, on Monday I had a meeting, with the federal Minister for housing, Mr. McKnight, and I 
indicated to him at that time, although I was not talking about Yellowknife, that we indeed had 
some serious problems with federal housing in the North. I was referring to the situation at that 
time in Frobisher Bay where six federal housing units which were constructed at a cost somewhere in 
excess of a quarter of a mi 11 ion do 11 ars each sat empty for three years from the day of 
construction and only in the last two or three months have actually been filled. He was very 
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concerned abotJt it. In fact, he was extremely angry about it and I will be communicating with my 
feder?l counterpart, Mr. La Salle, and the federal Minister for housing to express our disgust at 
the way the federal government wastes money in those areas. But I will undertake to �so find out 
just exactly what the state of federal housing in Yellowknife is. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Then I understand you are taking the question basically as 
notice and will report back to this House. Oral questions. Mr. Richard. 

Question 9-85(1): Day Care Policy Review 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister of Social Services. Mr. 
Speaker, the Minister indicated last November in a letter to me and also in correspondence to the 
Yellowknife Day Care Association that his department was currently in the process of examining day 
care subsidies and his policy with respect to day care providers. I am wondering if the Minister, 
Mr. Speaker, can indicate what is the status of that policy review. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 9-85(1): Day Care Policy Review 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The department is still in an ongoing discussion 
with the providers of day care in the community of Yellowknife and some of the other communities 
where a fairly formal type of day care is in existence in order to look at the standards. We hope 
to establish policies and possibly legislation for day care standards. As far as subsidies go, we 
want to look at the current activity which is going to be caused by the parliamentary task force on 
child care. They are going to be dealing with issues related to the taxation system which allows 
for deductions to the child care. Apparently this system is not working properly. There have been 
a few articles in the papers recently about that as well and we will be taking that into 
consideration. As for immediate plans to change our financial input into day care, we have no 
immediate plans to make changes and we will be, as a department, working with the various groups in 
the Northwest Territories in relation to the parliamentary task force on child care. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLaughlin. Or� questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 10-85(1): Use Of Workers' Compensation Board Funds 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister responsible for the 
Workers' Compensation Board. I am aware, Mr. Minister, that the Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce 
had recommended that you take action which would enable the use of the Workers' Compensation Board 
funds, so that moneys could be made available for commercial and home mortgages but, �so, I have 
relayed to you concerns of certain uni on representatives who are very concerned about the security 
of the workers' compensation fund and do not wish the government to take any hasty or, perhaps, any 
action that would put the fund in jeopardy. Could I ask the Minister what action has been taken 
until now in this matter and what he might be planning for the future with respect to it? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 10-85(1): Use Of Workers' Compensation Board Funds 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Indeed, I am in receipt of the Ch amber of Commerce 
letter. I think I can indicate to you generally speaking, first of all, that I am in favour of 
workers' compensation money being used in the North and investment in the North but to qualify 
th at, I al so have to say th at I could never agree to a scheme whereby workers' compensation money 
would be used in a risk factor. It would have to be in some form of government quarantees, 
government bonds, whatever, but we could never risk a venture with workers' compensation money. 

I intend, in conjunction with my colleagues the Minister of Economic Development and the Minister 
of Finance, to be approaching them with the possibility of setting up a small internal senior 
official committee, along with representatives of the WCB to look at possible avenues whereby some 
of this money could be channelled into the investment sector in the North. This will be done over 
a period of time and it will be subject to very careful consideration and, I think, subject to 
intense discussion by the Workers' Compensation Board itself. So, I can assure the Member that 
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indeed in this situation we will not proceed with haste but we will carefully assess the situation 
and see what can be done but at no time will money from the workers' compensation fund be 
jeopardized in any way and that I give you my absolute guarantee. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wray. Supplementary, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Supplementary To Question 10-85(1): Use Of Workers• Compensation Board Funds 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It sounds like a very good approach, Mr. Minister. One 
concern I would have - - in those kinds of discussions would the Minister assure representatives of 
workers that at some point they wi 11 have adequate input into that process so that their concerns 
are well known by whoever is addressing this problem? 

MR. SPEAKER: Statements and questions are sometimes difficult to decipher. Mr. Wray. 

Further Return To Question 10-85(1): Use Of Workers• Compensation Board Funds 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Just to assure the Member that the workers are 
represented on the Workers I Compensation Board and I wi 11 make sure th at they are fu 11 y aware of 
any movements in this area. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Pedersen. 

Question 11-85(1): Status Of Proposed Medical Transient Centre, Yellowknife 

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is directed to the Minister of Health and 
Social Services. About a year ago I first raised the question of a medical transient centre for 
the Kitikmeot Region to be located in Yellowknife. I know that the Minister had other contacts on 
the same subject since then and I wonder if he could bring us up to date on the status of his 
negotiations and considerations of the question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 11-85(1): Status Of Proposed Medical Transient Centre, .Yellowknife 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Department of Health of the Northwest 
Territories has been in negotiations with medical services branch in a preliminary fashion ih order 
to determine how they could help us out with this situation. As Members are aware, the situation 
in Winnipeg, is that we as a government purchased our own building, and the medical services 
northern branch pays a daily amount for each of the people who use the facility. We are going to 
have a similar situation in Montreal where we have purchased a facility and Health and Welfare 
Canada will be helping us with the operation and maintenance. In that situation they are going to 
cover our operation and maintenance as a yearly total amount. 

So far, we found that the Department of Health and Welfare is fairly flexible as to the formula and 
amount of money which we require to take care of the people who are in a transient situation 
because of health services, and we feel that we are going to be able to come to a fairly reasonable 
agreement with them. What I have done, in particular, with the Kitikmeot is that I have been in 
contact with a few organizations up there who are interested in offering us operation and 
maintenance service for such a facility and, also, one group so far, anyway, which has made a 
proposal to our department to put up a building and lease it to us. We, as a government, are in a 
situation of having to determine whether we have the funds to actually purchase a building. If 
not, will we lease it ourselves and will we try to get our money back from Health and Welfare 
Canada, but that is yet to be determined. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLaughlin. Oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 12-85(1): Commitment To Proposed Medical Transient Centre, Yellowknife 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, if I could just follow up on that question that was just asked of the 
Minister of Social Services. I guess you sort of put it in the frame that there were some things 
that could be done or that might be done. Could I ask the Minister whether there is a commitment 
on this government to follow up on that and to actually ensure that there is such a facility in 
Yellowknife for people of the Kitikmeot? 
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MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Mi n i ster . 

R eturn To Q uest i on 1 2 -85 ( 1 ) : Commi tment To Proposed Med i c a l  Tran s i ent Centre , Y e l l owk n i fe 

H ON . BRUCE Mc LAUGH L I N : Th ank you , Mr . Speaker . Yes , we are comm i tted to do i ng someth i ng i n  th i s  
area but i t  i s  cont i ngent on com i ng to an agreement w i th  northern med i c al serv i ces branch of He a l th  
and  We l f are C anad a  for  the O and M fund i ng .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you ,  Mr . Mi n i ster . Or a l  quest i on s . Mr . Ba l l antyne .  

Q uest i on 1 3 -85 ( 1 ) : I nternat i ona l  Year Of The Youth 

MR . BALLANTYN E :  Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I wou l d  l i ke to as k th i s  quest i on of Mr . McL augh l i n ,  the 
M i n i ster respons i b l e  for Health and , in th i s  c apac i ty,  the Mi n i ster respons i b l e  for the 
i nterdepartmenta l  commi ttee on youth . Now , we are one month i nto  the Year of the Youth , al l of us 
are gett i ng o l der and are one month farther away froo, our yo uth and I wonder if . . .  

AN HON . MEMBER : Spe ak for yours el f .  

MR .  BAL LANTYNE : . . •  i f  Mr . Mc Laugh l i n  cou l d g i ve us an update as t o  wh at the commi ttee h as done ,  
wh at recommen d at i on s  h ave they made and wh at can we  ex pect th i s  gov ernment to  be  doi ng i n  th i s  
I nternat i on a l  Year of t he  Youth . 

MR . S P EAKER : Mr . McL augh l i n .  

Return To Quest i on 1 3-85 ( 1 ) :  I nternat i ona l  Year Of The Youth 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHL I N :  Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . Hopef u l l y ,  d u r i ng the next 1 1  months the youth of 
t h e  NWT wi 1 1  become wi ser th an the Members ,  as it i s  go i ng to be thei r year to be t aken care of by 
t h i s  government and hopefu l ly  it wi l l  not be someth i ng th at i s  j u st done bec au se i t  i s  t he  Year of 
t he  Youth and then after th at wh at ever h appen s  d i e s .  Our pl an as a government i s  to est ab l i s h some 
programs for youth to be ongo i ng .  To d ate wh at h as h appen ed i s  t h at there was an i nterdepartment al 
comm i ttee formed and those are the dep artments th at deal wi th youth , such as Ed ucat i on ,  and wh at 
h as been rec ommended and accepted by the  Execut i ve Counc i l  i s  th at an i nterdepartment al c ommi ttee 
s h ou l d  rema i n as th e best veh i c l e  for tak i ng c are of youth . In oth er words ,  there sho u l d  not be a 
m i n i stry of youth or an exec ut i ve secret ar i at on youth formed . The Exec ut i ve Counc i l  h as a l so 
agreed th at I shou l d  remai n ,  as Mi n i ster of Soc i a l Serv i c es , respon s i b l e  for the l ead ro l e  i n  
t h i s .  I n  other words ,  there wi l l  not be a M i n i ster respon s i b l e , Mr . S peaker , w i th a c api t al 11 R 11 , 

for youth . 

The oth er th i n g i s  th at I h ave d i scussed wi th  the feder a l  M i n i ster , Andree Ch ampagne , wh at her ro l e  
i s  and I see mi ne bei ng very s i m i l ar to h er s .  She i s  not funded w i th a great amo unt of money to 
spend  on yo uth programs th i s  year . She h as funds  to h i q h l i g ht the fact  th at i t  is the Year of the 
Youth and there are p l ans for a n at i o n al yo uth counc i l  and there are al so p l ans for yo uth 
p ar l i aments i n  some of the prov i nces . Her dep artment i s  wor k i ng on th i ng s  l i k e t hat .  

I n  the Northwest Terr i tor i e s ,  we want to come up wi th  a p l an for the year wh i ch wi l l  i nvo l ve yo uth 
i n  a coup l e  of d i fferent ways . One is to form s ome sort of an o rg an i z at i on where youth c an be 
i nv o l ved in ad v i s i n g th i s  government as to wh at to do  and another t h i ng we want to do i s  h ave some 
sort of a terr i tori al meet i ng of youth where t h ey c an forma l ly  present t hese recommendat i ons to o ur 
government . My department wi l l  be prov i d i n g some of the person years and other funds  necess ary to 
ach i eve th i s  and once the  Execut i ve Counc i l  h as appr oved the ex act progr am I w i l l  report back to 
the House wi th  a Mi n i ster ' s  statement , hopefu l l y before the end of th i s  sess i o n .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you .  Mr . Ba l l antyne .  

S upp l ement ary To  Quest i on 1 3 -85 ( 1 ) : I nternat i ona l  Y ear Of Th e Youth 

MR . BALLANTYNE :  Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I as ked the same quest i on al most two months ago i n  
f i n ance c omm i ttee and I got essent i al ly the s ame an swer from the M i n i s ter . So, I t ake i t  then i n  
the  two months al l th at h as been dec i ded i s  t h at the comm i ttee wi l l  c arry on . I wonder , how many 
t i mes h as the  commi ttee met and does the Mi n i ster h ave any spec i f i cs as to wh at fonn th i s  adv i sory 
group of youth wi 1 1  t ake?  I mean have they re al l y  done any work  of substance on th i s  up to th i s  
po i nt i n  t i me? 
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MR . SPEAKER: Mr. McLaughli n. 

Further Return To Quest i on 13-85(1): Internat i onal Year Of The Youth 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Mr . Speaker, when I spoke i n  the stan d i ng comm i ttee on fi nance I to l d  them 
what the department and the comm i ttee was talk i ng about doi ng and what has happened si nce then i s  
the Execut i ve Counci l at thei r last meet i ng had that i tem on the agenda and approved two of the 
three recommendat i ons I made. Regardi ng the one recommendat i on wh i ch proposed some sort of forum 
of organ i zat i on of youth i n  the Northwest Terri tori es, I was requested to go back to my department 
and al so to approach yourself, Mr. Speaker, concern i ng a mot i on made earli er by th i s  Assembly about 
a youth parli ament, proposed qui te a wh i le ago by a previ ous sessi on. They want  to i nclude that i n  
i t. So, I have to go back to my department and the other departments to come back to the Execut i ve 
w i th a f i rm proposal on the ex act structure th at we are goi ng to agree to to i nvol ve youth 
themselves. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLaughli n. Oral quest i ons. Mr. McCallum. 

Quest i on 14 -85(1): Upgradi ng Of DEWli ne Installat i ons 

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I have a quest i on. I am not sure as to whom I shoul d d i rect it and 
apolog i ze for no pri or i nformat i on to the Mi n i sters. May I d i rect the quest i on to the Government 
Leader? In li ght of the apparent agreement between the federal government and the Un i ted States 
governmen t concern i ng new work and upgrad i ng of DEWli ne defence arrangements , i t  i s  now my 
understandi ng i t  has become a 50/50 deal w i th Canada and the Un i ted States to the tune of about 
$600 m i ll i on. Can I have some i ndi cat i on from the Government Leader i f  th is  government, that i s  
the Government of the Northwest Terri tori es, has been appri sed of any federal plans? If so, what 
are the extent of these di scussi ons? Can we have some i nformat i on on i t  and i f  not what pl ans does 
the government have to get some k i nd of i nput? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Mi n i ster. 

Return To Quest i on 14 -85(1): Upgradi ng Of DEW l i ne Instal lati ons 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Speaker, the on l y  i n format i on we have recei ved wi th regard to the 
agreement has been through the press. The actual detai 1 s of the arrangements i tsel f we have not 
been able to see, but certai nly we are i nterested i n  ensuri ng there are busi ness opportun i ti es, 
construct i on opportun i t i es for resi dents of the Northwest Terri tori es and certai n l y  we wi ll be 
rai si ng those part i cular concerns i n  the next week or so through a wri tten commun i cat ion to the 
Mi n i ster of External Affai rs and to the Mi n i ster of Nat i onal Defence. 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr. McCall um. 

Quest i on 15-85(1): Career Opportun i t i es At DEWli ne S i tes 

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I th i n k th i s  i s  an ex ampl e  where we and the government can, or shou l d  
be i nvolved. The creat i on of emp l oyment opportun i t i es i s  a major po l i cy thrust of th i s  government 
and trai n i n g opportun i t i es should be made avai l able to people of the Terri tor i es and access to i t. 
I wonder i f  I may di rect a quest i on to the Mi n i ster of Educat i on on the same subject. Has there 
been any development of part i cu l ar programs relat i ng to career opportun i t i es for work along the 
DEWli ne si tes? 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr. Patterson. 

Return To Quest i on 15-85(1): Career Opportun i t i es At DEWli ne S i tes 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, not to date, no, but I th i nk the Member ' s  suggest i on i s  
worth wh i le, especi ally i f  those si gn i f i cant i nvestments wi ll be made and I wi ll undertake to pass 
th i s  worth-wh i le suggest i on on to my department for i nvest i gat i on and to the board of governors of 
Thebacha College . Than k you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Oral quest i ons. Mr. McCallum. 
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Question 16 -85 (,1): Repres entation At First Minis ters ' Conference, Regina 

MR . McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker, I have a question directed to the Government Leader, po ssib l y  to the 
Minis ter of Finance, quite pos sib l y  to the Minister of Economic Deve l opment . Apparently  there is a 
First Ministers' Conference on economic is s u e s  in Regina, Saskatchewan within the nex t week  or so . 
Given that there seems to be no res trictions as to who is going to be going there, I wonder if the 
" First Minister" can indicate to us, is this government to be represented on a proper basis or is 
the government going to be represented by the Minister of Finance, the Minis ter of Economic 
Deve l opment ? 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr . Nerysoo . 

Ret urn To Question 16 -85(1): Representation At First Ministers ' Conference, Regina 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr . Speak er, certainl y  with regard to the First Ministers ' Conference, 
I wil l be repre senting this government and this L egis l ature at the First Ministers ' Conference on 
the economy . We have not to date received, what I consider, to be an appropriate pl ace in the 
proces s  or the discu s sion that is going to occur in Regina. I had an opport unity to s peak to Mr . 
Pearson in Whitehorse yesterday and basical l y  we seem to be taking the same position and that is, 
of course, with support from my Executive Council co l l eagu es, that we did not want to be part of 
the federal de l egation, which was a recommendation made by the Prime Minis ter . That we shou l d  be 
either obs ervers repres enting the peop l e  and appropriate l y  being recognized as repre sentatives of 
the peopl e of the NWT and Yukon, as we l l as being al l owed to, at some time, mak e some 
repre sentation direct l y  to the conference its e l f .  But that at the moment we have not heard back 
from the Prime Minis ter ' s  office . That is our recomm endation and that is the sam e recommendation 
that the Government of the Yu kon is making . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister . Oral q ues tions . Mr. Gargan . Sorry, s upp l ementary . 

S upp l ementary To Question 16 -85 ( 1): Repre sentation At First Ministers' Conference, Regina 

MR . McCAL LUM: Mr. Speak er, thank you .  Just as a supp l ementary . Did the Minister say that he had 
made repre sentations so that there cou l d  be a direct participation by this government in is s ue s  
deal ing with the economics of t h e  NWT? And if not, perhaps h e  may u se the good offices of other 
premiers in an attempt to get into this particu l ar show . I recognize, Mr . Speak er, how diffic u l t  
it i s  to get the other p l ayers to al l ow you in it, b ut has there been a direct repres entation made 
to the Prime Minister to al l ow a participation in the debate on the economics of the country? 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr . Minis ter . 

Further Ret urn To Question 16-85(1): Repres entation At First Ministers' Conference, Regina 

H ON . RI CHARD NERYSOO: Mr . Speaker, just to indicate to my honourab l e  col l eage, we did comm unicate 
when there was an indication that there wou l d  be a First Minis ters ' Conference on the economy l ast 
fal l indicating that we shou l d  be recogniz ed as repre sentatives of the peop l e of the NWT . We  al so 
communicated that mes sage to the premiers .  Recent l y  we received a comm unication from the Prime 
Minister sugges ting that we shou l d  be part of the federa l de l egation . Now, that is not acceptab l e  
to me and not acceptab l e  to my Executive Council co l l eagues and we have communicated that to the 
Prime Minister and al so communicated that to al l premiers in this country . We have not yet 
received a rep l y  to the s ugges tion that we have made which is to be observers at the conference 
with the abi l ity to speak as we did or mak e a pre sentation as we were al l owed to at the premiers ' 
conference in Charl ottetown this s ummer . And that is the position we have taken . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister . Oral questions . Mr. Gargan . 

Question 17-85(1): Outpost Camp As sistance, A l bert Bonnetrouge 

MR . GARGAN: Mahsi, Mr . Speak er . ( Trans l ation) Last March I wrote a l etter to the Minister 
regarding A l bert Bonnetrouge . Around' spring the Minister wrote back to me and he indicated that 
$25, 000 was being given to A l bert Bonnetrouge to cons truct a kitchen and eating area . And l atel y, 
in January, I tal ked to A l bert and to this day he has not seen that money .  And the kitchen and the 
eating area that he was to buil d was never s tarted .  I want to ask the Minister when the kitchen 
and the eating area are going to be constructed . 
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MR . SPEAKER : Ms Cournoyea . 

Return To Ques tion 1 7 -85 ( 1 ) : Outpost Camp As sistance, A l bert Bonnetrouge 

HON . NELL I E  COURNOYEA : Mr . Speaker, I wou l d  l ike to apol ogize for the mix - up in regard to Mr . 
Bonnetrou ge and some of the other camps and app l ications that have been forwarded , fr'an that 
particu l ar area . I n  regard particu l arl y to Mr . Bonnetrouge, the Special ARDA committee has 
approved Mr . Bonnetrouge 1 s app l ication and this is for a snow machine and a chain saw, b ut this 
as sis tance has been put forward by the Fort Providence Band and it is part of a total app l ication . 

The Department of Renewab l e  Resources did receive a supp l y of fish nets in Hay River in November 
1984 and some of these nets wil l be given to Mr . Bonnetrou ge by the Renewab le Resources office on 
their next trip to the camp . And I wou l d  like to ass ure that we, the Department of Renewab l e  
Resources, wil l continue to as sist Mr . Bonnetrou ge in obtaining the neces sary f unds to improve his 
camp, for the acq uisition of a freezer . I wou l d  l ike to say that the repl y I gave was in 
co-operation with the Department of Socia 1 Services and there was $25 , 000 given to a camp but 
unfortunate l y  it was not Mr . Bonnetrouge .  But we wi l l  attempt to as sist him as much as pos sib l e  
now that we have got oursel ves straightened out . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Gargan . 

Question 18-85 ( 1 ) :  Assistance From Social Services, A l bert Bonnetrouge 

MR . GARGAN : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . (Trans l ation) I think I was misinformed . I tol d  A l bert 
Bonnetrouge and it is j u st l ike I l ied to him . At this time I want to as k the Minister of Social 
Services -- I wonder if they can get the money for A l bert this year for the kitchen and eating 
area . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . McLaugh l in .  

Return T o  Question 18-85 ( 1 ) :  Assistance From Social Services, A l bert Bonnetrouge 

H ON . BRUC E McLAUGH L I N : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . The situation is that the department does hel p  out 
some of these outpost camps especial l y  ones that have programs invo l ving the youth fran the 
community going out in the summers . And we have severa l app l ications before us for this type of 
as sistance and we take the advice of the l ocal band and in this case, the $25 , 000 which was 
mentioned in the l etter was to be directed toward the band and what they figured to be the 
appropriate u se of those f unds . And that is stil l the situation and I do not think our department 
wou l d  be in a position to do this for two camps serving one comm unity, becau se we have so far 
l i mit ed our s e l ves to basical l y  hel ping one camp around each community b ut I wil l l ook further in 
this . Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you . Mr . Gargan . 

Question 1 9 -85 ( 1 ) :  Grade 10  I n  Communities 

MR . GAR GAN : ( Trans l ation) Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I want to direct my question to the Minis ter of 
Education . Yesterday, Mr . Butters spoke on the budget . In the near f ut ure they wil l have grade 1 0  
i n  the communities . Even so, speaking about the chil dren going to schoo l ,  what i s  on their 
curricu l um? The student s, they do not have grades 1 1  and 1 2  on the curricu l um .  Stu dents u s ual l y  
go to school from grade four to eight and then they quit . I wonder what the Minister think s . I 
wonder why the Minister s uggested that they shou l d  go on l y  as far as grade 1 0  in the communities . 
I t  seems l ike that when the school s are in the comm unities the students seem to quit schoo l -- are 
more l i kel y to q uit school . I wonder what his decision was in that regard . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Patterson . 

Return to Question 1 9 -85 ( 1 ) :  Grade 10  I n  Communities 

HON D ENN IS PATTERSON : Mr . Speaker, I wou l d  certainl y  be wil l ing to discu s s  the matter at more 
l ength when my estimates come up for the Department of Education but let me say, firs t of al l ,  
there are a number of comm unities in the Northwest Territories that are very interested in of fering 
higher grades in their communiti_es -- beyond grade nine . One reason is that many parents ,  I 
bel ieve, feel that if their students have to l eave school at the tender age of 1 5  or 1 6  to go to 
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h
1

i gh schoo l i n  another commun i ty ,  i t  i s  very d i ffi c u l t  for some parents to send the i r ch i l dren away 
at t h at age ,"\ Extend i ng grade  10 i n  cert ai n commun i t i es where it i s  des i red was recommended by the 
N i nth Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  i n  i t s del i ber at i ons on the report of the spec i al commi ttee on ed uc at i on 
and i t  wou l d  o n ly  be done i n  a c ommun i ty t hat wi s hed the gr ade  10 to be offered . 

I s hou l d  al so j u st ment i on that we are not g o i ng to be ab l e ·· to offer grade  10  i n  a great number of 
commun i ty schoo l s i n  the com i ng ye ar . I t  wou l d  be a l i m i ted number and , as I s ay ,  i t  wou l d  on l y  be 
av a i l ab l e  i n  commun i t i es wh i ch c l ear l y  are prepared to h ave th at l evel of su pport . I am al so 
deep l y  concerned about the drop-out prob l em but I fee l t h at i n  some commun i t i es it may be 
amel i orat ed if st udents h ave an opport un i ty to go i

f 

l i tt l e  further in the i r  home c ommun i ty wi th 
the i r ed uc at i on before hav i ng to l e ave home . Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you ,  Mr . M i n i ster . Ora l  quest i on s . Mr . Wah-Shee . 

Q uest i on 20-85 ( 1 ) :  Arct i c  Ai r F ac i l i t i es P o l i cy 

MR . WAH -SHEE : Mr . Speaker , I wou l d  l i k e to d i rect my quest i on to the Mi n i ster of Loc al  
Government , i n  regard to the const ruct i on of ,  and a l so ma i ntenance of new ai rports . I wonder i f  
t h e  Mi n i ster co u l d  i nd i c ate wh et her there has been any d i sc uss i on o r  agreement between the 
Government of the Northwest Terr i tori es and the M i n i stry of Trans port in regard to t he new arct i c  
a i r fac i l i t i es po l i cy .  

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . M i n i ster . 

R eturn To Quest i on 20-85 ( 1 ) : Arct i c  A i r F ac i l i t i e s P o l i cy 

HON . N I CK S I B B ESTON : ( Trans l at i on )  Thank  yo u .  I g ave  h i m  a rep l y  before Chr i stmas , he wrote them 
a l etter - - he wrote me a l etter b ack and s a i d  you were l oo k i ng at th i ngs for the a i rport and i n  
t he  near fut ure we wi l l  l et you know wh at we have dec i ded to do . Th at i s  abo ut al l I know at th i s  
t i me .  J ust l ate ly  R i ch ard Nerysoo went t o  Ott awa and h e  met t h at person , maybe Mr . Nerysoo c an 
f i l l  you i n  on wh at he had to say .  

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Nerysoo . 

F urther Return To Quest i on 20-85 ( 1 ) : Arct i c  A i r F ac i l i t i es P o l i cy 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO : Yes , Mr . Speaker . I n  support of my co l l eague , I d i d  h ave the opportun i ty to 
r a i se t h at part i c u l ar i s s ue on the po l i c i es for B and C a i rports and he i s  i n  t he present proces s 
of rev i ew i ng  th at . I must say th at we h ave  rece i ved support fr om the Mi n i ster of I nd i an and 
Northern Affai rs wh i ch i nd i c ated h i s  s upport for the M i n i ster of Trans port i n  gett i ng on wi th 
tryi ng  to i mp l ement th at part i c u l ar po l i cy i n  the  North ag ai n but we d i d  have  an opportun i ty to 
s peak to h i m  and to ra i se i t  as an i t em  of i mport ance to us and he i s  in the process of revi ewi ng 
th at part i c u l ar po l i cy .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Nerysoo . Or al  quest i ons . Mr . Bal l antyne . 

Q uest i on 2 1 -85 ( 1 ) : GNWT Matc h i ng Don at i ons  

MR . BALLANTYNE :  Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I wou l d  l i ke t o  d i rect th i s  quest i on  toward the 
Government Le ader . I n  the f al l th ere was , in the  E astern Arct i c ,  an outpour i ng of sympathy and 
donat i ons for Eth i op i a and at t h at t i me - - I want to check it bec au s e  I am not qu i t e sure you read 
the press any more  -- I be l i eve there was a c omm i tment made by th i s  government to match donat i ons  
made  to  Eth i op i a and  I t h i n k  thro ugh  Oxf am and  perh aps  one  other l eg i t i mate rel i ef org an i zat i on .  I 
wo nder i f  t h e  Gover nment Leader cou l d exp l a i n the mechan i sm for peop l e  who want the gover nment to  
fu l f i l th at comm i tment . Do  they send rece i pts to the Government Leader ' s  off i ce?  Wh at 
organ i z at i ons w i l l  be accept ab l e ? G i ve me a l i tt l e  i nformat i on on ex act l y  the mech an i cs of t h at 
comm i tment . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO : Mr . Speaker , wi l l  take  th at as not i ce and rep l y  i n  the wr i tten respon s e .  

MR . S PEAKER : Th ank yo u .  The quest i on has been taken a s  not i c e .  Mr . R i c h ard . 



- 51 -

Quest i on 22-85(1 ): Additional School Facilities, Yellowknife 

MR . R I CHARD: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . My quest i on, Mr . Speaker, is for the Mi n i ster of Education 
and i t  concerns the i ncrease in the enrolment figures for schools in Yellowkni fe .  The 
overcrowding caused by the increased enrolment . In recent months, Mr . Speaker, our own Member of 
Parliament has encouraged all of us to have more ch ildren so this problem is not go i ng to go away . 

-- -Laughter 

The Minister, Mr . Speaker, when this was rai sed at the last session d id  ki ndly i nd icate that he 
would have his department prepare a report on thi s si tuat i on and subsequently the Mi ni ster ki ndly 
conf i rmed to the school boards in Yellowknife that he was having his deputy prepare an assessment 
of department facilities, the enrolment forecasts and future facil i ty needs and i nd i cated that he 
hoped to have that report or that assessment somet i me in December . I am wonder i ng, Mr . Speaker, i f  
the Mini ster could advise whether the report is avai lable and whether, if so, i t  has resulted i n  
the Minister making plans t o  move up the proposed new facili t i es t o  an earlier date? 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you . Mr . Minister . 

Return To Quest i on 22-85(1 ): Add i tional School Facilit i es, Yellowkni fe 

HON . DENN IS PATTERSON: Mr . Speaker, the work the Member refers to has been done . We have worked 
with the school boards to develop a proposal which wi ll meet th i s  urgent si tuat i on in the near 
future in th is  communi ty and I expect to have a decision from my colleagues about precisely how 
much money can be di verted to these needs in the near future . The matter is now before the 
Financial Management Board and I expect i t  to be resolved probably before the end of this sess i on 
and I wi ll report the resolut i on as soon as i t  has been determ ined . Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Mini ster . Oral quest i ons . Mrs . Lawrence . 

Question 23-85(1 ):  W i ldlife Officer, Snowdrift 

MRS . LAWRENCE: Mahsi cho, Mr . Speaker . (Translat i on )  I would li ke to quest i on the Mi ni ster of 
Renewable Resources . The people in Snowdrift would li ke to see the Renewable Resources off icer 
there on a more permanent basi s .  The offi cer only goes to Snowdrift about four t i mes a year . 
Would it be poss ible for the Renewable Resources officer to travel there more often? Thank you 
very much . 

MR . SPEAKER: Ms Min ister .  

HON. NELL IE COURNOYEA: Mr . Speaker . I n  order t o  be def i ni te, I w ill take the quest i on on 
advi sement and provi de a wr i tten response . 

Quest i on 24-85(1 ):  NWT Participat i on In Royal Comm issi on On Sealing 

MR . BALLANTYNE: would li ke to ask a quest i on of the M i nister of Renewable Resources concerning 
the Royal Commiss i on on Sealing . I th i nk in the fall there was some di scussion and Ms Cournoyea 
was go i ng to pursue partic i pat i on of the Northwest Terri tori es in the process and also the 
possibili ty of the commission coming north and I wonder maybe she could gi ve us an update .  I f  she 
is not prepared now, then somet i me dur ing this sess i on .  

MR . SPEAKER: Ms Cournoyea . 

Return To Quest i on 24-85(1 ):  NWT Part i c i pat i on In  Royal Commi ssi on On Sealing 

HON. NELL IE COURNOYEA: Mr . Speaker, our relationshi p  w i th the Royal Comm iss i on on Seali ng is very 
posit i ve and we are working wi th the communit ies '  hunters and trappers in  the seal i ng areas to get 
them to the heari ngs wh i ch will ,be i n  Pangn irtung and Holman Island . We were successful i n  
convinc ing Judge Malouf that there should be two places i n  the Arctic . I do i ntend to prov i de a 
Mini ster ' s  statement on the detai ls of what i s  happen i ng to date .  

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Ms Cournoyea . Oral questions . Mr . Pedersen . 
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Q uest i on 2 5 -85 ( 1 ) : A l l oc at i on Of Hous i ng Un i t s 

MR . PEDERSEN : Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . My quest i on i s  d i rected to the Mi n i ster respon s i b l e  for the 
Hous i n g Corporat i on . Dur i n g December the M i n i ster i nd i c ated to me and to other MLAs t h at he wou l d  
b e  ab l e  t o  prov i de us wi th i nformat i on about the al l oc at i on of home-ownersh i p  or HAP houses w ith i n  
o ur res pect i ve const i t uen c i es . He i nd i c ated h e  wou l d h ave th i s  for u s  i n  approx i mate ly  two week s .  
I have not rece i ved i t  yet . I wonder i f  the Mi n i ster cou l d  i nd i c ate t o  me wh en I and others mi ght 
rece i ve t h i s  i nformat i on .  

MR . S P EAKER : Mr . Wr ay .  

R et u rn To  Quest i on 2 5 -85 ( 1 ) :  Al l oc at i on Of Hous i ng U n i t s  

HON . GOR DON WRAY : Th ank you ,  Mr . Spe aker . I apo l og i ze t o  the Member . I was under the impress i on 
th at the i nformat i on had been prov i ded . As far as I know,  the i nform at i on was sent out yesterd ay 
to the s pec i al c omm i ttee and to Mr . Pedersen . If he h as not rece i ved i t  I w i l l  h ave i t  by th i s  
afternoon . Th ank you .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank yo u .  Or al quest i ons . Th at appears to conc l ude oral quest i o ns for tod ay .  
Mrs .  L awrence ,  d i d  you h ave an oral q uest i on ?  Mrs . L awrence .  

Quest i on 26-85 ( 1 ) :  Hous i ng For Snowdr i ft 

MRS .  LAWRENC E :  Mah s i  c ho ,  Mr . S peaker . ( Tr an s l at i on )  I wou l d  l i ke to ask a q uest i on of t he  
M i n i ster of Hous i n g .  I n  Snowdr i ft they wo u l d  l i ke a tot al of  23 h o u ses . When was t he  l ast t i me 
there was a hou se bu i l t there? I am not t al k i ng about th e i r  own houses . 

MR . S P EAKER : Mr . M i n i ster . 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I w i l l  t ake that q uest i on under adv i sement and pr ov i d e  
a wr i tten rep l y .  

MR � SPEAKER : Th ank you .  Mr . Garg an . 

Q uest i on 2 7 -85 ( 1 ) :  Ferry Contract And Tra i n i ng 

MR . GARGAN : Mah s i , Mr . Speaker . ( Tr ans l at i on )  Th i s  com i ng spr i n g tende r i ng i s  qo i ng to be out for 
t he oper at i on of the Merv H ard i e .  You are g o i ng to be award i ng another contr act for the operat i on 
of the ferry and I wonder i f  - - you wrote a l etter to Mi c hael  McLeod l ast ye ar . He sai d he wo u l d  
be ab l e  t o  as s i st anybody who wants to tr a i n  on the j ob on the ferry and I wou l d  l i ke to ask at 
th i s  t i me ,  wi th the renewal of the contr act th i s  spr i ng ,  I wonder i f  they can h ave l oca l peop l e 
work on the ferry? 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Wr ay .  

R et u rn T o  Quest i on 2 7 -85 ( 1 ) : Ferry Contract  And Tra i n i n g 

HON . GORDON WRAY : It i s  not up to me dec i de who wor ks on the ferry. Th at i s  the contr actor ' s  
d ec i s i on who wor ks  on the ferry . If i n  fact there are some l oc a l peop l e  who wi s h  to work  and need 
tra i n i ng and t he contractor i s  w i l l i ng to prov i de t hem wi th t hose opportun i t i es ,  then , yes , I th i nk 
t h ro ugh  mys e l f and the Mi n i ster of Ed uc at i on we wou l d  be wi l l i ng to take a l ook  at i t .  Ot her th an 
t h at ,  a l l I c an s ay i s  t h at unt i l  we know who the new contractor i s  there i s  real ly not much we c an 
do . Th an k yo u .  

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Garg an . 

S u pp l ement ary To Quest i on 27-85 ( 1 ) : Ferry Contract  And Tra i n i ng 

MR . GARGAN : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . Supp l ement ary . C an the Mi n i s ter make a precond i t i on to h i re 
l oc al 1 abourers ?  

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . M i n i ster . 
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F u rthe�- Return  To Quest i on 27-85 ( 1 ) : Ferry Cont r act And Tra i n i n g 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Mr . Spe aker , no , I c an not . Oper at i o n of the ferry and the sk i l l s requ i red are 
governed by coastg uard regu l at i ons and I c annot make any precond i t i ons . So�ry. 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you . Or al quest i o ns . Mr . G argan . 

Quest i on 28-85 ( 1 ) : U ser-P ay P o l i cy ,  P u b l i c  Hous i ng 

MR . GARGAN : Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . Th i s  i s  for the  Hon . Gordon Wray, Mi n i ster of Hous i ng .  I 
wrote a l etter to the Mi n i ster on J an u ary 2 1 , wi th reg ard to the user -pay po l i cy fo r power pai d by 
ten ants i n  pub l ic hous i ng .  I s  t h i s po l i cy st i l l  i n  e x i stence? H as i t  been i mp l emented i n  ot her 
commun i t i es ?  If not , wh i ch commun i t i es are affected by th i s user-pay po l i cy? 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Wr ay .  

R eturn To Quest i on 28-85 ( 1 ) : User-P ay P o l i cy ,  P u b l i c  Hous i ng 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Th ank you ,  Mr . Spe aker . F i rst of al l ,  yes ,  the po l i cy st i l l  i s  i n  effect . Many 
of t he commun i t i es i n  the M ackenz i e V a l l ey and some in the H i gh Arct i c  are on the progr am .  Th e 
progr am h as been temporar i l y  stopped bec ause of oppo s i t i on by NCPC to the sp l i t  b i l l i n g system and 
a l so bec au se of concerns t h at were ra i sed i n  th i s  House . However , I w i l l  be mak i ng a st atement on  
user-pay wh en I present the  Hous i ng Corporat i o n ' s  bud get . But for the t ime be i ng i t  h as been 
s top ped and we are tryi ng to reach negot i at i ons w i th NCPC on o ur way to get around the i r  prob l em .  
T h an k  you ,  Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Wr ay .  Mr . Garg an . 

MR . GARGAN : Th ank you ,  Mr . Spe aker . I wou l d  l i k e  to request  the Mi n i ster to prov i de me wi th a 
l i st of the  commun i t i es t h at are affect ed by th i s  u ser-pay po l i cy.  

Quest i on 29-85 ( 1 ) : Cr i ter i a For Hous i ng A l l oc at i o n 

My other q uest i on i s  w i th reg ard to the a l l oc at i on of moneys to the commun i t i es for hous i ng .  If i t  
i s  b as ed on a needs bas e ,  wh at are the  cr i ter i a used to determ i ne wh o get s wh i ch hous i ng i n  wh i ch 
c ommun i t i es?  

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Mi n i ster . 

Ret urn To Quest i on 29-85 ( 1 ) :  C r i ter i a For  Hous i ng A l l oc at i on 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . Es sent i a l ly the cr i ter i a  u sed for al l o c at i on of mon ey 
t o  hous i ng assoc i at i ons  are based on the number of ho uses  wh i ch th at commun i ty h as .  The 
c ommun i t i es wi th more ho u s i ng get more money. It is as s i mp l e  as th at .  It is not comp l i c ated 
but  it  i s  based s i mp l y  on the  number of hous i ng un i t s in  e ach commun i ty owned by the Ho u s i ng  
Corpo r at i on .  

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . G argan . 

S upp l ement ary To Quest i on 29-85 ( 1 ) : C r i ter i a For  Hou s i ng A l l oc at i o n 

MR . GARGAN : Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I n  other word s ,  wh at I am h e ar i ng from the M i n i ster i s  t h at 
t h e  peop l e  who h ave more houses wi l l  get more houses  ev en though  they do not need i t  - - th at sort 
of th i n g .  I do not k now whether I am gett i ng it r i ght or not b ut if t h at is the c r i teri a then you 
are s ayi ng  th at wh ere there i s  more  pub l i c  hous i ng they are go_i ng to be gett i ng more . The 
r eq u i rements are goi ng to be more . I wou l d  l i ke to ask the  M i n i ster ag ai n - - a conc i se descr i pt i o n  
of the gu i de l i n es an d pr oced ures used to determ i ne the  al l oc at i on  of  fun d s  for  hous i ng i n  
c ommu n i t i es .  

MR .  SPEAKER : Mr . M i n i ster . 
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Further Retur� To Questi on 29-85(1): Cri ter i a  For Housi n q  Allocat i on 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Thank you , Mr . Speaker . w i ll try agai n and maybe the Member can li sten thi s  
t i me .  Allocat i on of funds is  based o n  need . Now , I do not know what he i s  talki ng about when he 
says that those wi th more publi c  housi ng get more publ i c  hous i ng . I do not qui te understand and I 
do not th i nk anybody else does . But very s i mply , allocat i on of funds is  based on need . It i s  as 
s i mple as that . It i s  not compl i cated . 

Now , i f  he is talki ng of allocat i on of houses , i t  i s ,,also based on need , based on populati on . It 
i s  based on the cond i t i on of the hous i ng i n  the commun i ty .  It i s  based on  wai t i ng li sts . It i s  
based on a number of factors . But essenti ally i t  all bo i ls down to , i t  i s  based on need . Thank 
you , Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER: Oral quest ions. Mr . Gargan . 

Questi on 30-85(1): B i son Hunt i ng ,  Fort Provi dence 

MR . GARGAN: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I would l i ke to d i rect my quest ion to the M i n i ster of 
Renewab 1 e Resources . I be 1 i eve at present i t  i s  i l  1 eg a 1 to be hunti n g  bi son i n  the sanctuary near 
Fort Prov i dence . I would 1 i ke to ask the M i n i ster i f  she has any pl ans i n  the near future to 
legal i ze hunt i ng i n  the sanctuary . 

MR . SPEAKER: Ms Mi n i ster . 

HON . NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr . Speaker , the Department of Renew ab 1 e Resources , on all the requests 
they get, have a lot of plans . I would l i ke to take th i s  under advi sement and present you wi th a 
clear conci se answer on where we are go i ng wi th that program and your request wh i ch you brought to 
my attent ion some t i me ago . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Ms Cournoyea . Oral quest i ons .  It seems li ke there are several oral 
questi ons today . We wi ll recess for 15 m i nutes for coffee . 

---SHORT RECESS 

Order please . Oral questi ons . Mr . Gargan . 

Quest i on 31-85(1): Commun i ty Resi dent ia l  Fac i li ty ,  Fort Provi dence 

MR . GARGAN: I would l ike to di rect my questi on to the Mi n i ster of Soci al Serv i ces . Last spr i ng I 
presented a pet i t i on to thi s  government w i th r egard to the commun i ty resi dent i al fac i l i ty be i ng 
placed i n  Fort Prov i dence . I would li ke to ask the Mi n i ster what i s  the progress of i t ,  i f  any? 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr . McLaughl i n . 

Return To Questi on 31-85 (1 ) :  Commun i ty Resi dent ial Fac i l i ty ,  Fort Provi dence 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you , Mr . Speaker . The concept of the Department of Soc i al Serv i ces 
constructi ng and operati ng a ch ild care fac i l i ty i n  any commun i ty or all commun i t i es would be 
def i n i te 1 y a new program of the government wi th new funds wh i ch we do not have at the present 
t i me .  Presently the only funds that our government has ava i lable are to subs i di ze the costs of day 
care for those peop 1 e who cannot afford to pay for i t ,  but requ i re the serv i ce i n  order to keep 
themselves employed . Our department m i ght , i f  there was a program started i n  the commun i ty,  be 
able to subsi d i ze i nd i v i dual people who use the serv i ce to help pay for the cost of i t ,  li ke we do 
i n  Yellowkn i fe ,  but for us to be i nvolved i n  the construct i on or operat ion of ch i ld care fac i li t i es 
i n  any commun i ty i s  somethi ng ri ght now beyond what we have as a program or fund i ng for . The i dea 
that th i s  could be ti ed i n  w i th the Young Offenders Act i n  a fac i li ty i n  a commun i ty is  someth i nq 
that may be poss i ble i n  the future , where we may f i nd that group homes may be necessary i n  some of 
the smaller commun i t i es i n  order to a�commodate the young offenders s i tuat ion . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . M i n i ster . Oral quest ions .  That ap pears to conclude oral quest ions 
for today . 

Item 5 ,  wr i tten quest i ons .  Item 6 ,  returns . Mr . McLaughl i n .  
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I TEM 6 :  RETURNS 

Further Ret urn To Quest i o n 4-85 ( 1 ) :  Trans port at i on Of I nmate For Compass i on ate Reasons 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHL I N : Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I h ave two ret urns . Mr . Pud l uk i s  not i n  the 
House so  I wi l l  de l ay th at one moment ar i l y .  I wou l d  l i ke to get i mmed i ate ly  b ack to Mr . 
Ar l ooktoo ' s  quest i on concern i ng a pr i s o ner be i n g ab l e  to go to Cape Dor set for a '  funer al . 
U nfort unate l y, Mr . Spe aker , the funer al was h e l d on Wednesday, accord i ng to the i nformat i on I 
rece i ved .  I h ave al so been ad v i sed by my department th at reg ard i ng the pr i soner i n  quest i on ,  the 
offences wh i ch he h as commi tted and the i nd i v i d u al person al prob l ems he h as h i msel f ,  the department 
h as ad v i sed me and I concur , th at in a s i tuat i on wi th a pr i soner l i k e th at we wou l d  not want to 
g i ve h i m compas s i on ate l e ave . Th ank you .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you ,  Mr . Mi n i ster . Are t here any further return s ?  

MR . PUDLU K :  Wh at about me ?  I am here . 

Return To Quest i o n 2 -85 ( 1 ) :  Soc i a l Worker For Reso l ute B ay 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHL I N :  Th ank you ,  Mr . Spe aker . Th i s  concer ns the q ues t i on as ked by Mr . Pud l uk on 
February 7th , Quest i on 2 -85 ( 1 )  concern i n g a soc i a l worker fo r Reso l ute Bay .  Mr . L awrence H o l t  and 
f am i l y  h ave been in Frob i s her Bay s i nc e  January 1 9th and he is sched u l ed to f l y  to Reso l ute B ay on 
Tuesd ay ,  Febru ary 1 9th . Mr . Ho l t  is a new emp l oyee and is attend i ng staff tr ai n i ng ses s i ons and 
f ami l i ar i z i ng h i ms e l f  wi th the req u i rements of h i s  new pos i t i on .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you ,  Mr . Mi n i ster . 

I tem 7 ,  pet i t i o ns . 

I tem 8 ,  r eports of stand i ng and s pec i al c ommi ttees . I t em 9, t ab l i ng of doc ument s .  Mr . Wr ay .  

I TEM 9 :  TABL I NG O F  DOCUMENTS 

HO N .  GORDON WRAY : Th ank you ,  Mr . Spe aker . I wi sh to t ab l e  the fol l owi ng doc ument : 
Document 7-85 ( 1 ) , Workers ' Compen s at i on Board Adm i n i str at i on and Genera l  Expense Budget . 
you .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you ,  Mr . Mi n i ster . T ab l i ng of doc ument s .  

I t em 1 0 ,  not i c es of mot i on .  

I t em 1 1 ,  not i ces of mot i on for f i rst read i ng of b i l l s .  

I tem 1 2 , mot i o ns . 

I t em 1 3 ,  f i rst read i ng of b i l l s .  I tem 1 4 ,  second re ad i ng of b i l l s .  Mr . W r ay .  

I TEM 14 : SECOND READ I NG OF B I LL S  

Second R ead i ng Of  B i l l  3-85 ( 1 ) : Workers ' C ompens at i o n Act 

T ab 1 ed 
T h ank  

HON . GORDON WRAY : Th ank you ,  Mr . Spe aker . Mr . Spe aker , I move ,  seconded by the  hono ur ab l e  Member 
for P i ne P o i nt ,  t h at B i l l  3 -85 ( 1 ) ,  An Act to Amend the Wor kers ' Compensat i on Act , be read for the 
second t i me .  The purpose of th i s  b i l l ,  Mr . S pe aker , is to amend the Worker s ' Compen sat i on Act i n  
order to i ncrease the ye ars max i mum as ses s ab l e remuner at i on from $26 , 400 t o  $30 , 400 . Thank yo u .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank yo u . To the pr i n c i p l e  of the b i l l .  Are yo u re ady for the quest i on ?  A l l those 
in  f avou r ?  Opposed , i f  any? 

- - -C ar r i ed 

The b i l l  h as h ad second read i ng . Second read i ng of b i l l s .  T h at was B i l l  3-85 ( 1 )  h as h ad second 
read i ng .  Are there any fu rther b i l l s  re ady for second  read i ng tod ay? 
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I tem 1 5, consi deration i n  comm i ttee of the whol e of bi l l s and other matters . Bi l l 7-85(1), the 
Appropr i at i on Act, 1985-86, w i th Mr . Wah-Shee in the chair . 

I TEM 1 5 : CONS I DERAT I ON I N  COMMI TTEE OF THE WHOLE OF B I LLS  AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEED INGS  IN COMMI TTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CON S I DER B I L L  7-85(1), APPROPR I AT I ON ACT, 1 985-86 

C HA I RMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) :  The comm i ttee will now come to order . Mr . Minister, wou l d  you l i ke to 
inv i te your witnesses before the comm i ttee? 

H ON .  R I C HARD NERYSOO : Yes, Mr . Chai rman, I wou l d  l i k e to i nv i te my wi tnesses . 

C HA I RMAN (Mr . Wah- Shee) : Mr . Mi ni ster, wou l d  you introd uce your wi tnesses for the record, pl ease ? 

H ON .  R I C HARD NERYSOO : Yes, Mr . Chairman, my guests are the deputy m i n i ster of the Exec ut i ve  and 
d eputy secr etary of the Exec ut i ve, D i ck Abernethy . 

D epartment Of Th e Exec utiv e 

C HA I RMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) :  We are deal i ng with the Depar tment of the Ex ecuti v e .  I unde rstand we ar e 
now deal i ng wi th the Comm i ssioner ' s  Office, page 2 . 3 . General comments . Cor rection, we are on 
general comments for the whol e Department of the Executiv e .  Gene ral comments . Mr . Mc Cal l um .  

MR . McCALLUM :  Mr . Chai rman, I j ust have a general q uestion, I th i nk i t  bears some r e l ation to the 
Comm i ss i oner ' s  Off i ce, that is on page 2 . 3 . But I hav e to refer to an ord i nance that wi l l be 
before us th i s  part i c u l ar sess ion in r e l at i on to it . Since the Comm i ssi oner has the sol e  exe c ut i ve 
author i ty for th e Gov ernment of the Northwest Ter r i tories subj ect onl y  to instructions that he is 
g i ven from t i me to time by the federal M i nister of I nd i an Affairs and Northern Deve l opment - 
D IAND, N I AN and N I NA, what e v e r  it is cal l ed now - - o r  the Gov ernor in Council . I j ust hav e a 
q uest i on in r e l at i on to that and I have to r efer to the new Interpr etat i on Act that wil l be before 
us . I t  is my und erstand i ng that the I nterpretation Ordinance, one of the amendments to i t  i s  i n  
reference to the word " Counc i l " .  The I nterpretat i on Ord i nance is amended by i ndicat i ng that 
wherever th e wor d " Counc i l " , when it i s  used to mean the :_egi s l ative Assemb l y, appears in any act 
or regu l at i on, the express i on " L egi sl at i ve Assemb l y" i s  subst i tuted for the word " Counc i l " .  

I think that i s  very commendab l e  and i t  is someth i ng that I wou l d  l i ke to see p ut in as a 
grandfath er c l ause for al l of those acts that we now hav e and I wou l d  hope that when the Mi nister, 
in his respons i b i l i ty for h i s  other d epartment, that is the Department of Just i ce and Public 
Servic es, brings forth new l eg i s l ation that the words " Legis l at i v e Assemb l y" wil l be there . I can 
agree with the word " Council " being subst i t uted and that may be a l ong way around to the q uest i on I 
want to pose, Mr . Chai rman, but I recal l very we l l  having received di rections from the fed eral 
gov ernment some time ago that that term was not to be used in reference to the Council of the 
Northwest Territories, nor were any of the personne l of the Gov ernment of the Northwest Territor i es 
to u se that term, " L egi sl ati ve Assemb l y",  nor , i n  fact, refer to Members of the Ex ec utive as 
M i nisters . I n  po i nt of fac t, or as an asi d e, I stil l retai n a copy of that l etter and the 
d i rect i on from the then M i ni ster of the federal cab i net . 

So, my q uest i on, then, Mr . Chai rman, i s  does the Minister know whether, in fact, that i s  now the 
approach of the federa l government, that we are i nd eed to be recognized in law as an Assemb l y, not 
as a Counc i l ?  Does the Mini ster know whethe r, in fact, the Comm i ssi oner has had any f urther 
d i rect i on of such by the federal Mi nister, or from federal Min i ster v i a  communi cation, that we, as 
a gov ernment, or you as a gov ernment, we as ordinary MLAs, can now refer to ou rse l ves as Members of 
a Leg i s l at i v e  Assemb l y  and that i t  is to be  fol l owed that Legisl at i v e Assemb l y  wi l l be in the new 
p i eces of l egi s l at i on? Can the Mini ster i ndicate to me whether the Commi ss i oner has heard anyth i ng 
on that ? 

C HA I RMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Mr . Mi nister . 

H ON .  R I C HARD NERYSOO : I t  i s  too bad that the honourab l e Member  wou l d  ask such a specific quest i on 
r e l ated to the Exec utive Counc i l  Sec retar i at or the Ministers' Offic es . I th i nk that wou l d  have 
been a most appropr i ate pl ace to ask the quest i on . . .  

MR . Mc CAL LUM : Mr . Chai rman, on a po i nt of privil ege . We are tal king about the Exec utiv e, the 
Depar tment of the Exec utive . . .  
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CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee) : Mr . McCal l um, po i nt of order or pr i v i lege . 

MR . McCA LLUM : Pr i v i l ege .  

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee) : What i s  your po i nt ?  

MR . McCALLUM : The po i nt i s , we are tal ki ng about the Department of the Execut i ve of wh i ch one part 
i s  the Comm i s s i oner' s Off i ce and in the paragraph deal i ng w i th the Commi s s i oner' s Off i ce it says 
that the Comm i s s i oner has the so le  execut i ve au thor i ty, subject to i n str uct i on from the Mi n i ster  of 
I nd i an and Northern Affai rs . I ask the q uest i on whet her the Mi n i ster knows whet her t he 
Comm i s s i oner has heard anyt h i ng from the Mi n i ster of In d i an and Northern Affai r s  on the use on the  
tenn " Leg i s l at i ve As semb l y" .  I th i nk i t  i s  the most approp r i ate p l ace to ask for i t .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee) : We are s t i l l  u n der general comments  and we are deal i ng wi th the who l e  . . .  

MR . McCAL LUM : I t  i s  a general comment for t he Depar tment of the Execut i ve .  

Chai rman ' s  Ru l i ng 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee) : . . .  the total  Depar tment of the E xecut i ve, so i t  real l y  i s  i n  order to 
make any comment s  that Member s may wi s h  to make in reg ar d to the tot al department so Mr . McCal l um 
i s  correct . Anyway, does t he Mi n i s ter w i sh  to rep l y  to t he q ues t i on that was rai sed by Mr . 
McCal l um? 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO : Mr . Chai rman, I do not chal lenge your deci s i on but I bel i eve that it  is  a 
q ues t i on pr i mar i l y  as soci ated to t he Comm i s s i oner' s Of f i ce i n  as ki ng whet her a s peci f i c q uest i on 
has been asked of the Comm i s s i oner h i m sel f .  I g ues s the ques t i on I have to you i s  probab l y  
somet h i ng that s hou l d be cl ar i f i ed :  What are general comment s  w i th regard to t he Execut i ve? The 
q uest i on that was asked was very speci f i c  to the Comm i s s i oner and the dut i es of the Comm i s s i oner 
and t he res pons i b i l i t i es and the i n s truct i on that wou l d  be g i ven to the Comm i s s i oner, however, I 
w i l l  respon d to i t  but I th i nk i t  i s  someth i ng you shou l d  cl ar i fy .  There have been no part i c u l ar 
i ns t r uct i ons  that h ave been g i ven or to my know l ed ge that have been g i ven . . .  

MR . McCAL LUM : That i s  what I asked, i f  you knew of any . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee) : Any f urther gen eral commen t s . Mr . Bal l an tyne . 

MR. BAL LANTYNE : Thank you, Mr . Chai rman . I wou l d  l i ke to ask the Gover nment Leader about the 
Execut i ve Counci l .  I n  the f i nance comm i t tee there was some confu s i on,  a l i t t l e  b i t of 
mis u nderst and i ng on exac t l y  how the  Exec ut i ve C o u n c i l  f u n c t i ons  and m aybe j u st for everybody' s 
ed ucat i on,  cou l d  the Mi n i ster ex p l ai n  the proces s whereby Mi n i ster s come to the E xecut i ve Counci l 
for ap proval of a certai n pol i cy? What areas do M i n i sters act ual l y  have the l i ne res pon s i b i l i ty to 
make dec i s i on s  on thei r own ?  Just  a general descr i pt i on for everybody, j ust  exact l y  the rol e  of 
t he E xecut i ve Counc i l  and ro l es of i nd i v i d ual M i n i s ters and where t hose two f unct i ons d i f fer . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee): Mr . Mi n i ster . 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO : We l l ,  I h ad i ntended to make some very preci se comments  w i th regard to that 
l ater on i n  the ses s i on,  i nd i cat i ng some of the d i rect i on s ,  as sai d ear l i er,  that wou l d  be 
t aken and al so some of t he ar rangements that h ave been made by t he Execut i ve Counc i l  i t sel f i n  the 
worki ng re l at i on s h i ps that we have w i th one another . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee) : General commen t s . Mr . Ba l l antyne . 

MR . BALLANTYN E :  Thank you, Mr . Chai rman . Th at i s  f i ne .  I was not aware but I thouqht  i t  wou l d  be 
a more s peci f i c, pr i or i t i es sort of paper, b ut i f  i n  that d i scus s i on t here w i l l  be t h e  
rel at i on s h i p s between the Execut i ve Counc i l Mi n i ster s,  between the cen tr al ag enc ies,  then I wi l .  
wai t  to ask q uest i ons at that t i me,. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee) : Mr . M i n i ster . 
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Report i ng Relat'ionships Polit i cal And Administrative 

HON. R I C HARD NERYSOO : Very qu i ckly, I think all we have to do i s  go to the organizat i onal chart to 
show that there is a process that is being used ; who reports to what area. Now, there is an 
i n tention on my part, and I said this yesterday, to restructure in that organizational chart, the 
way in which reporting relationships are identif i ed in that particular structure. That is what I 
i nd i cated yesterday . I intend to do that because there are two elements in my opin i on. 

One, dealing with the administrat i on as an Executi'tfe Council. The other, dealing with the 
political side and political relationships that the Gover nment Leader has to. Members of the 
Legislative Assembly, to his Min i sters and, as well, the responsibilities that each Min i ster has, 
as have been identi f i ed under the Execut i ve -- such things as energy, m i nes and resources, the 
Status of Women Secretar i at and Abor i ginal Rights and Con stitutional Development Secretariat. That 
would be clarif i ed in an appropriate statement because since the budget document was developed and 
sent to the printers, we have had an opportun i ty to work through some of the design and the 
report i ng relat i onsh i ps of people w i thin the Executive Council. I certai nly have no problems in 
com i n g back to the Leg i slative Assembly and ind i cating what that reporti ng relationship i s  because 
I think it is important that Members of the Legislature know what the structure and the report i ng 
relationships will be, so that they know who will be involved in the political side and who will be 
i nvolved i n  the adm i nistrative side so there is no confusion. So, that is what I intend to do. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Ballantyne. 

MR . BALLANTYNE : I understand that we will be getting a look at and I do not know the level of 
detail in the paper or document that wi 1 1  be put forward by the Leader, but I guess the quest i on I 
am asking i s  how does it work right now? That is, what independence of action does a Minister have 
at this present _ time? At what po i nt does a Min i ster have to come to the Executive Council for 
approval of an act i on?  Does every action of a Minister have to be approved or are there certain 
initiatives that a Minister can take now, and I agree, will deal with improvements to the system 
but I think a lot of people are a little bit unclear about how the process works or is supposed to 
work right now? 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. R I CHARD NERYSOO : I certai nly am not unclear about how the process works. Maybe the 
honourable Member does not have a knowledge of the process, but I do say and I i ndi cate to the 
honourable Member that that is in fact what I in tend to do ; to make very clear the relationship of 
Ministers to the Gover nment Leader, the relationship of Members of the Legislature to the 
Gover nment Leader an d to the Execut i ve Council, what kind of reporting relationships each section 
in this part i cular Executive has since we put this budget together. There are structural changes 
and i t  is i mportant that I come back to the Legi slat i ve Assembly to i ndicate what those structural 
changes are, because I think if we clarify the roles, then there w i ll be no confusion. I think 
that that has been the problem. We have not come back in the past and clarified what that role 
really was� including our relationship between, as I said, the Executive Council and the 
Legislative Assembly. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you, Mr. Mi nister. Mr. Ballantyne, general comments. 

MR. BALLANTYNE : That is an interesting aspect of it. I see the government clarifying their roles 
and I expect that as far as the relationship or the role of the Legislative Assembly, there would 
be room for some discussion from Members of the Assembly as to what thei r role is in consensus 
government. Because there is a problem as I see it, when one uses a southern model. Because a 
par ty system is used in the South, and the role of government and the role of the Legislative 
Assembly if brought di rectly from the South, we miss a very fundamental difference between our 
Assembly and theirs. So, I hope that that will be taken into consideration, the role of Executive 
and Legi slative Assembly i n  a consensus gover nment. But I have no problem with waiting until this 
document come� out and we can discuss it in more detail. 

C HA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. Mr. Richard, general comments. 



- 59 -

Estab ·1 i shment Of L i eutenant-Governor I n  Counci l  

MR. R I CHARD : Th ank you, Mr. Ch ai rm an. I have a question of a gener al  nat ure a s  a fo l l ow-up  to 
Mr. McC al l um's q uestion. In the Bil l 1-85(1), wh i ch we h ave a copy of, there is a reference to the 
definition of 11 act 1 1 , meaning an ordinance passed pu rsu ant to the NWT Act or by the Lieutenant
Governor in Counci l or by th i s  Legisl ative Assemb l y. And B i l l  5-85(1)  I presume is go i ng to be a 
new Legisl ative Assemb l y  Act but we do not have a copy of th at yet and I am not sure i f  the 
Lieutenant-Governor i n  Co uncil is referred to i n  th at proposed bi 11 . But I am wonder i ng, i n  
conjunction w i th Mr. McC a l l um ' s  question, if the Government Leader cou l d  indi cate whether -- I am 
not sure what the response was to Mr. McC a l l um' s q uest i on, whether is there any b l essi ng by the 
feder a l  Mini ster, the feder a l  government, th at h as now been gi ven, th at we are to be perm i tted to 
cal l oursel ves a Legisl ative Assemb l y. More p ar t i cu l ar l y, has the feder al Minister or the feder al  
government gi ven i ts b l essing to the est ab l ishment of a Lieutenant-Governor i n  Counci l ?  Does th at 
mean th at the Office of the Commissi oner wi l l  in the near f uture be done aw ay wi th?  

CHA IRMAN (Mr. W ah-Shee) : Mr. M i n i ster. 

HON. R I CHARD NERYSOO: I wou l d  h ave hoped th at we wo u l d  have been g i ven the op port unity to spe ak on 
the l egisl ation at the appropr i ate time but the who l e  question of the -- I g uess if you want to 
de al with the b i l l  itse l f  and m aybe th at i s  wh at I sho u l d  deal w i th, not the Execut i ve b udget . 

With regard to the Lieutenant-Governor i n  Counci l ,  this is to cover the h i stor i cal aspect when 
l egisl ation was passed by a l ieutenant-governor. I f  you go back to the l ate 1 8OOs and the ear l y  
19OOs, we h ad in one case an i ndependent l i eutenant-governor who was respons i b l e  for the NWT and 
secondl y, the l ieutenant-governor of Mani toba who h ad the respons i b i l ity to de al  wi th approv al of 
l egi sl at i on for the NWT. Now, th at i s  to cover th at si tuat i on. The other th i ng i s, there is no 
question in my mi nd, th at we a l l see a time i n  which there i s  no Comm i ssi oner, th at we do have a 
l ieutenant-governor th at wi 1 1  i n  f act be a rep l acement for the role now car r i ed out by the 
Commissioner. But at present without an amendment to the NWT Act, we cou l d  not make th at 
particu l ar ch ange unl ess we asked for an amendment to the NWT Act . With regard to the quest ion of 
"Legisl ature" , no, the feder al government has not sanct i oned th at name and cert a i n l y i f  we wai ted 
for the feder � government and w i th th at ro l e  th at prob ab l y  prov i nces p l ay, we are goi ng to h ave to 
wait a l ong, l ong time. I th i nk th at is a m atter of initiati ve. 

With reg ard to the word 1 1 act 11 ,  again it is a m atter of i nit i at i ve. We are the onl y  jurisd i ction i n  
th i s  country th at is not usi ng the two words ; neither 11 Legisl ative Assemb l y 1 1  nor the word 1 1 act 11 • 
Even the Y ukon has amended their legisl ation to ref l ect the use of the words Leg i sl ative Assemb l y  
and a l so ca l l i ng bil l s  acts of the Legisl at i ve Assemb l y . It i s  re al l y  an i nit i ative on the p art of 
the Executive Counci l  to proceed to assume th at p articu l ar designation or ti t l e . I guess the 
matter is, we c annot conv i nce the feder al government whether or not they are going to l ive with it 
but I bel ieve we can l ive with it. 

C HA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Th ank you, Mr. Mini ster.  Mr. Rich ard. 

MR. R I CHARD : Th ank you, Mr. Ch airm an. Mr. Ch ai rm an, I appreciate the Leader' s  comments th at h i s  
government is t aki ng the i ni ti ative i n  these m atters and I al so th ank him for c l arifyi ng th at the 
reference to Lieutenant-Governor i n  Counci l i s  histor i c  -- L i eutenant-Governor in Council , not 
someth i ng th at is so bol d in the next few years. I appreci ate th at ex p l anat i on. 

HON. R I CHARD NERYSOO : wish we cou l d  be so bol d as to proceed to th at l evel . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Gener al comments. Mr. Ba l l antyne. 

Level Of Participat i on At Conferences 

MR. BALLANTYN E :  Something th at came u p  i n  the quest i on per i od th i s  morni ng and m aybe this is a 
good time to tal k about the ro le  of the NWT government vis- a-vis the provinces. I n  the u pcoming 
First Mi ni sters ' Conference we we.re m aking some prog ress in this area b ut the Leader was s aying 
there are some prob l ems now. As I underst and it, we cou l d  be al most back to the days when we were 
part of the feder al del egat i on and I underst and th at and concur with the Leader ' s  concern about 
this. Did the Leader have a chance to tal k to Mr. Cromb i e  about that and h as he gi ven any sort  of 
positive sup port for the NWT sitt i ng as their own del egat i on ·as observers, r ather th an being part 
of the feder a l  del egation? 
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CHA I RMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Mr . Minister . 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO: We have not had the opportunity to discuss the item specifically with the 
Minister of I ndian Affairs . He has in the past supported the constitutional evolution and 
certainly from the speech he gave he supported that . I believe that there was strong support in 
the Government of Canada for our participation . What seems to be the problem was not necessarily 
the federal government ; it is the provinces . In particular, two provinces, Quebec and Ontario . 
Those are the two provinces that have op posed our participation on the same level or at least at 
the level of being observers who could make representation to the First Ministers' C onference on 
the economy .  It is not the federal government that ,..has op posed it ; it has been two particular 
provincial governments . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee): Thank you, Mr . Minister . General comments . Mr . Ballantyne . 

MR . BAL LANTYNE: I thank the Leader for clarifying that . I f  we look five or 10 years down the road 
-- and we are looking at potential provincial status for Nunavut and a Western Arctic -- does the 
Leader - - or is it too early to tell -- does the Leader see this opposition at this point in time, 
two major provinces, as being a potential hindrance five years down the line for the potential of 
Nunavut and a Western Arctic being provinces? Again, it may be too early to do this, but has any 
thought been given to starting that process of lobbying the provinces for that sup port down the 
line? 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Mr . Minister . 

HON . RI CHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr . Chairman, certainly we have looked at the idea of beginning to 
lobby now . We have had opportunities in the past to participate with the provincial premiers in 
conferences . We have had an opportunity to meet with a number of Ministers of particular 
responsibility .  I think that the lobby itself should occur at that level as well, the ministerial 

. level .  I believe that key to whether or not we will probably become successful is really what 
hap pens with regard to the Yukon . It will be interesting to really find out from the Yukon 
government their historical ex perience with regard to lobbying the idea of becoming a province and 
al so what might be the obstacles they see . I think that there is no question that we will continue 
to lobby .  I think that, as I indicated earlier, because of the structural change that we are going 
to propose or at least put forward as the Executive Council, you will see that there is an element 
that will deal with those types of relations of developing either a lobby with the provincial 
premiers and also a lobby, I believe, to the general public of Canada . As much as we can seek the 
ap prov al of the premiers, the success of this, the Northwest Territories, or Nunavut and the 
western territory and the Yukon becoming provinces, really will stem from the public support across 
this country . Premiers will be influenced by that public pressure or public support . 

So, I think that we have got to do it at a number of levels . When we went to deal with the whole 
issue of the constitution, we dealt directly with the political leaders but at the same time we 
raised public support for the position that we were taking . In that sense it is not a matter of 
only the Executive Council taking that responsibility, it is all Members of the Legislature that 
have to play a role in gaining that support on either a political or a public level . But we have 
to be sure that we wil.l address the concerns and recognize those issues and rights that are 
required to be protected in any kind of constitutional evolution of the Northwest Territories . I f  
that is the case, that the key hap pens to be whether or not we have the support of the people of 
the Northwest Territories to proceed further, if you have that support then we go on seeking that 
sup port throughout the country, but I think that that is where we begin . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you, Mr . Minister . Mr . Ballantyne . 

MR . BAL LANTYNE: Again, I thank Mr. Nerysoo . I think the ap proach is the proper one . One 
suggestion, once we do have a consensus in the Territories about division what I would like to see 
is the Ministers of this government speaking across the country at gatherings of businessmen and 
chambers of commerce and making that point across the country because I think you are right, it is 
key to get the sup port and sympathy of the Canadian people for whatever we decide we want to do . I 
wonder if I could go on a follow-up to my question about the upcoming conference . Has there been 
any decision made as to the status of our government in the April constitutional conference on 
aboriginal rights? Will we have full status at that one, or is that in doubt at this point in 
time? 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister. 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Chairman, in response to the hon ourab l e  Member, I do not bel ieve there 
is any doubt about our participation as equal to those other premiers and the organizations that 
have been invited previousl y. There has been nothing to date that has said we are not and in fact 
the invitations that I know of certain l y  indicate that we are going to be considered within the 
same context. The agenda has been agreed to and nothing has chan ged. We participated at the l ast 
Justice Ministers' conference and Ministers responsib le for aboriginal rights at the same l evel so 
there was no reneging on that particu l ar participation. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah -Shee): Thank you, Mr. Minister. General comments. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Position Of Item On Agenda 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I was distracted a litt l e  ear l ier and I may have missed 
a comment, perhaps the Minister al l uded to it, but just fol l owing up on some of the discussion 
about constitutional change and eventual provincial status, I am aware that this government has as 
an item on the agen da at the constitutional con ference on aboriginal rights, the repeal of sections 
42( l )(e) an d (f). But I know that when that matter first arose a few years ago, the governmen t was 
determined to try to take whatever steps possib l e  to have that reversed and j ust having an item 
sitting on the agenda and at the bottom of the agen da, I think, is perhaps not sufficient. What I 
am asking is, has this government an on going program of l obbying or whatever, persuasion, 
devel opment of position papers to try to ensure that at the appropriate time sufficient provinces 
wil l see the importance of what we are saying in that regard and be amenab l e  to a chan ge in the 
constitution. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr . Minister. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Certain l y  we woul d have hoped that the process 
that was l eading up to the First Ministers' Con ference woul d create that understan ding that it was 
important for us to make the appropriate amen dments to the constitution with reg ard to sections 
4 2 ( l)(e) and (f). Unfortunatel y, there seems to be an unwil l ingness, I guess, to proceed a nd to 
seek some kin d  of so l ution to even those items that are at the top of the agenda and that makes it 
somewhat more difficul t. The position that we have hel d with regard to the amendment to the 
constitution is the position that we took about a year ago. We sought approval of this House to 
continue the position we had previousl y and have not withdrawn from that position. We con tinue to 
raise the concern at Ministers' conferences. Whenever we have had an opportunity to meet with 
other l eaders, we have raised the issue again but it is very difficu l t  to bring it up as an agenda 
item, even for discussion - - if you do not even get through the first item -- to say, " Let's 
discuss t he it an of importance to us. " We can not get past equa l ity. That is difficul t - - it is 
not difficu l t for us to deal with but we just find it very, very d i fficu l t  and everyone seems to be 
coming with a different agenda item to deal with. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah -Shee): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr . MacQuarrie. 

Positive Program On Importance Of Amendments 

MR. MacQUARRIE: In these matters provinci al governmen ts, I guess, ul timatel y  wil l ref l ect the 
opinions of their popu l ations, or they ought to an yway. What I seem to hear you saying is that 
there is no al l ocation of resources by this government for a positive program to en l ighten peop l e  
i n  the South as to the importance of those amendments, for us to have ong oing contact with 
government official s  and MLAs in other jurisdictions and so on, to continual ly  put that position 
and to make the whol e  of the popu l ation of Canada aware of that. I think  that is important but 
there does not seem to be a program. Cou l d the Minister comment on that? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Chairman, under the Executive Council Secretariat, in that particu l ar 
working group in fact there was ; to devel op some direction,  to provide guidance and research that 
wou l d  be necessary for us to deal with those types of issues : the First Ministers' Conference with 
regard to aboriginal rights, the who l e  question of the constitution, the issues that we thought 
were necessary to raise in southern Canada and, as wel l ,  devel op strategies as to how we woul d 
approach those kinds of . . .  
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MR . MacQUARRIE: So that is part of what they wi l l  do . 

HON . ·  RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes . 

MR . MacQUARRIE: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee): General comments . Mr . Mc Cal l um .  

MR . McCALLUM: Mr . Chairman , I do not want to prq,l ong it but I j ust want to indicate to the 
Minister - - the Government Leader in this instance, because I think it is something that al l 
Members are concerned with - - that I sensed in a repl y  to· the question that I posed first , a l ittl e 
bit of criticism because we were -- it seemed that we were trying to criticize the move . Wel l ,  l et 
me put the Member at ease , I was not attempting to do anything of the sort . What I was attempting 
to do was to pass an accol ade or kudos to him because I acknow l ed ge and approve the initiative of 
the government in the use of those two terms .  I recognize the historical perspective , which is why 
I said that I do not have any diffic u l ty now in saying that I retain su ch a doc ument . I think that 
this is something that occ urs . A l l I was attempting to do , notwithstanding the historical part of 
it , b ut going back to the original NWT -- b ut hoping that from now on that we wou l d  be using the 
term "Legis l ative Assemb l l' . A l l I was trying to determin� is whether he had heard anything to the 
contrary, whether he had been directed that they wil l not - - and to paraphrase the words of another 
Member of this Assemb l y  who says that you do not j ust get responsib l e  government passed to you ,  you 
seize the opport unity to try to do something, notwithstanding the present constitution . 

So , I think it is something that I personal l y,  over the years, wou l d ,  and I am sure he wou l d 
recognize , and have been attempting to do as we l l .  I wou l d  prefer to see our legisl ation , as it 
is being devel oped by the Exec utive, comes under the terminol ogy " act" but if we cannot get that , 
then certain l y  the use of the term "Legisl ative Assem b l y" and our own termino l ogy as "Members of 
the Legisl ative Assemb l y" is a step forward and a bol d one. I app l aud the initiative of the 
government in so doing . I think that this is the kind of thing that shou l d  occ ur and it is a 
concern of every Member of this House, given the kinds of things th at the Minister of Indian 
Affairs indicated to us on Wednesday . 

In rel ation to the business of attendance at First Ministers' Conferences, it is my understanding 
that it is stil l within the constitution that the Government of the Northwest Territories wil l be 
asked or wi l l  participate at First Ministers ' Conferences at the Prime Minister's discretion . Now , 
obvious ly ,  in terms of the First Ministers' Conference on economy, it is the Prime Minister's 
discretion that we do not take part , given what the Minister indicated in response earl ier this 
morning to the q uestion . I hope that is not the way that things wil l occ ur in f uture . That we 
wi l l on l y  be there at the discretion and I,  al ong with Mr . MacQuarrie , hope that you wil l continue 
to make sure that it wil l change . If there is supposed to be a new a wonderful  appreciation by the 
present federal government of the initiatives of this government and the peop le  of the Northwest 
Territories as indicated to us by the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs on Wednesday, then 
you shou l d  seize on the opportunity to do so and , I think , that is what we are trying to say in 
this partic u l ar corner - - not cast any aspersions on the initiative on the government in so doing . 

I am sure, and I do not want to speak for any other Members in this corner or other Members of this 
Assemb l y, but it wou l d  seem to me that that is the kind of thing that you wi l l  get a great deal of 
support for . I do not understand and you may correct me if I am wrong, but I sense that we tal king 
about something or asking a question of something that you thought we were taking offence at . That 
is not the case at al l .  We were trying to app l aud the initiative and wanted to know where we stood 
in re l ation to the federal Minister since the Commissioner is sti l l ,  by l aw ,  the Chief Exec utive , 
the sol e  exec utive authority of the Government of the Northwest Territories . That is al l we were 
attempting to do - - or I was . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee): Thank you ,  Mr . Mc cal l um ,  for the c l arification . General comments . Does 
the Minister want to respond ? Mr . Minister . 

Legis l ative Assemb 1y  Act 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Chairman, j ust to express my appreciation to the Members for their 
who l e-hearted support for the initiatives that we have taken and , certain l y , it was not my 
intention to create the impression that there was that opposition . However, I wou l d  say that with 
regard to the Legisl ative Assemb l y  itsel f ,  there wi l l  be l egis l ation , an act that is presented to 
this House after discussion with my Legisl ative Assemb l y  Members - - with the caucus,  as to the 
approach that we wi l l  be taking in presenting that particu l ar bi l l .  
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A l so with regard to assuring that in future that the words 1 1 Legisl ative Assemb l y 1 1  wi l l be used in 
al l our bil l s, wil l be used in al l our l egisl ation, c l ause 12(32) says that there is a preamb l e  
that wi l l  be used that says "the Commissioner of the Northwest Territories, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Legisl ative Assemb l y  enacts as fo l l ows 11 • That wil l be the preamb le  that we wil l 
use in al l legisl ation which wi l l  recognize the existence of this House as a Legis l ative Assemb l y  
and, al so, we wil l be proceeding with a bil l that recognizes formal l y, the existence of the 
Legisl ative Assemb l y  of the Northwest Territories. So, that there is no confusion and certainl y, 
as I indicated, it was not my intent to create the impression that you might have been in 
opposition but, certainl y, there is no question that there is a need to answer the questions and to 
c l arify to the general pub l ic of the Northwest Territories exactl y  which direction we as a 
government intend to go with the support, no doubt, of the Members of the Legisl ature. And make 
the appropriate changes where it is necessary. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ): Thank you, Mr. Minister. General comments. Mr. McCal l um. 

MR. McCAL LUM: Maybe a final word to cut this part and get on to others. When it comes time to 
l ook at that bi l l deal ing with cl ause 12, I wou l d be more than p l eased to change the 1 1may 1 1  to 
11 shal l 11 . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): General comments. Mr. Bal l antyne. 

MR. BALLANTYNE : We concur with Mr. Mcc al l um, with his comments, but that Mr. Mccal l um doesn ' t  
decide when we are going to cut this short -- everything el se we can agree with there. 

---Laughter 

MR·. McCALLUM: You do al l the time. You tried it yesterday. 

MR. BAL LANTYNE: If I coul d go back to a fo l l ow-up question on the constitutional conference on 
aboriginal rights. The GNWT had a position at the l ast constitutional conference and, I for one, 
think that the Leader and Mr. Lal and his staff were quite effective at that conference. Even 
though not a l ot was accomp l ished, it was not because of us. But wil l we be qoing forward with the 
same basic position at the next conferences as we had at the l ast conference? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: At the moment we have not changed our position. We bel ieve that that is the 
position we shoul d continue to proceed with. However, since the conference is not being hel d until 
Apri l 2 and 3, I wou l d  l ike to have an opportunity to come back to this Assemb l y  to review again 
the  posi t i on that we took to the  First Ministers ' Conference and to have a discussion in this 
Legisl ature as to the approach that we woul d take to the First Ministers ' Conference. Either it 
may be a short discussion confirming the position that we had taken and supporting the positions we 
have presented to the First Ministers ' Conference on aboriginal rights or that we may in fact 
recommend a different strategy as to the approach we take. But I woul d l ike, no doubt, to come 
back to the Legisl ative Assemb l y  to present that position again because I think it is a position 
that is going to have to be presented to ministerial meetings, officia l s  meetings if they are hel d 
and al so private meetings with other Ministers in this country so that we might be ab l e  to discuss 
our approach with them. 

Understanding Of Jurisdictional Concerns 

One of the prob l ems I bel ieve and I indicated this to the Ministers in this country at the l ast 
meeting that we hel d, was that there had never been a meeting of Ministers away from the native 
organi zations to discuss what concepts each jurisdiction had. There had been none. The meetinqs 
we hel d  were in the situation where we were not compromising , that we were confronting one another, 
we were creating differences of opinion because we came with differences of opinion without any 
understanding at al l of certain particu l ar positions. And I think that that in itsel f has to be 
deal t  with and we raised that par�icu l ar concern so that we coul d at some time try to have a 
ministerial conference or meeting just to address some of the concerns that we had at those types 
of conferences. Because I think that that has not happened and I think it is important that it 
does happen. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you, Mr. Minister. General comments. Mr. Bal l antyne. 
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MR . BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr . Chairman . I f  I recal l correctl y, I think that Mr . Nerysoo made a 
suggestion at the l ast conference that perhaps the agenda shou l d  be more l imited and that there are 
a few key areas, now, that the Ministers' and the aborigina l groups shou l d  l ook at, instead of 
trying to do everything at one time . Has that concept been brought forward and is there a 
possibil ity that that concept wi l l  be accepted this time? 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Mr . Minister . 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO: Certainl y  that was a suggestion I made and I bel ieve that that is the onl y  
way we can resol ve some of the issues, because we have i tems, in my opi nion, which cou l d  be very 
l engthy in reso l ving . The other thing that I think is necessary to note is that some of the issues 
that are part of the agenda overl ap, in the sense of discussion items. The q uestion of 
sel f-government cou l d  incl ude l ands and resources . I t  cou l d  incl ude the rights of the 
constitutions of those types of se l f-governments . It cou l d  incl ude eq'ual rights for both men and 
women . What I am saying is it is a vague issue but when you address them on an individual basis 
without l ooking at how they might fit together, there did not seem to be any direction as to the 
approach that we were taking . Now, I stil l bel ieve it is necessary to do that ; to address one 
item, deal with it until it is compl ete and then address the other items. You cou l d  fit within the 
q uestion of se l f-government the question of l ands, the authority over l ands . 

Those are ideas that I have . It is not necessaril y  ideas, it has not necessaril y received the 
support of the Executive Council b ut I think that it is important that we raise and try to bring 
together some focus because there is no focus at the moment . Like I said, I bel ieve the who l e  
q uestion of eq ual ity is a very simpl e  thing to deal with, yet we have made it in the conference a 
very compl icated issue because we have either not done the research or brought forward suggestions 
as to how we might approach the question of eq ual ity.  We have not brought forward suggestions as 
to how sections 42(l)(e) and (f) cou l d  be deal t with . That sort of thing I think is something that 
we have to address . 

C onfrontation Not Compromise At Conferences 

The other thing is that I am not real l y  sure how committed peopl e  are in deal ing with sections 
42(1)(e) and (f) anymore . I am not total l y  sure of that . We want to deal with it but I am not 
sure if the native organizations want to deal with it . I am not sure if the Government of Canada 
wants to deal with it . I am not sure i f  the provincial premiers want to deal with it . But we 
certainl y  are going to press that it be deal t  with and those other issues. And we stil l support 
the idea that there can be an amendment to the constit ution . Even one that deal s  with the question 
of eq ual ity ought to at some time be addressed . And that is the position that we have hel d so 
far . But with the way in which it works, I just say that I am not as optimistic about the idea of 
change to the consti tut i on, if we continue the d i rect i on that we have estab l ished and continue the 
working rel ationships that we have . Because al l it is, is a t i me to confront one another not to 
come to any compromise, not to come to any concl usions and I am not interested . I do not think 
peop l e  shou l d  be interested in persona l conf l icts when such important things such as an amendment 
to the constitution, the question of rights of peopl e  are being deal t with . 

C HA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you, Mr . Minister . General comments .  Mr . MacQuarrie . 

Tripartite Discussions On Aboriginal Sel f-Government 

MR . MacQUARRI E: I bel ieve in December the federal Minister of Justice, Mr . Crosbie, tab l ed at one 
of the pre l iminary meetings -- as I understand it anyway, I am not privy to that information - 
but  I know on the radio he did indicate a commitment to aboriginal sel f-government and I bel ieve 
tab l ed a paper that out l ined a possib l e  process for bringing about tripartite discussions, 
federa l -provincial governments and presumab l y  the territorial governments, if that app l ied here and 
aborigina l organizations . Can I ask whether the Executive Council has discussed that and what is 
its reaction? Is it going to be supportive of that kind of initiative at the conference? 

C HA I RMAN (Mr. Wah -Shee): Mr . Ministe�. 

HON .  R I CHARD NERYSOO: Just to indicate that, strangel y  enough, if you read our past document that 
the tripartite arrangement and discussions were in fact one of the recommendations that we made . 
I t  has taken some two years for peopl e  to final l y  understand that that might be the way to come to 
some conc l usions, some agreement . The other issue is that is possib l y  the best way that peopl e  can 

l 
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come to an arrangement that is satisfactory either to the provinces or to the aboriginal peop le  
within their j urisdictions and we have not opposed that suggestion . We have not, of course, as an 
Execut i ve taken a position on it but certain l y  al l we have to do is read our position paper 
before . We certainly  have supported that type of process . I t  woul d not be too difficu l t  for us 
not to review that document in our discussion here with regard to our approach to the First 
Ministers ' Conference, to review that document in conj unction with the position paper that we have, 
and now are using and we might be ab l e  to in fact at l east agree to that process and maybe the 
organizations wil l be prepared to do that . As I said, I wil l be prepared to brinq them 'back here 
and seek some direc tion from the Members here, as we l l  as my Executive Council co l l eagues . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you, Mr . Minister . Mr . Bal l ant yne . 

MR . BALLANTYNE: Mr . Chairman, a coupl e  of points .  I think it is real l y  important, even though the 
provinces may not be interested in discussing sections 42( 1 ) ( e) and ( f), that we keep pushing that 
one as we may never get the constitution changed but to make our point known, so that at some time 
in the future you do not have a bil ateral agreement with the provinces and the federal governrnent 
when they get fed up with us one day and they al l extend their boundaries northwards . So, I think 
it is important that we maintain this position at al l times . 

But, the other question is, as we are on the thresho l d  now of potential l y  major constitutional 
changes in the Northwest Territories and, as I understand it , our government is supporting native 
sel f-government at the constitutional conferenc es, and al so as I understand it, there is a tacit 
understanding that we may decide not to use that concept here in the North, we are l ooking at 
innovative ways of deal ing with the situation . I wonder, first of al l ,  are al l the provincial 
governments aware of that, that we are l ooking at pol itical devel opment different l y  in the North ? 
Do we have the support of the native groups, that in return for our support for their initiatives 
they wil l support initiatives that we may take that are different in the North ? 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee ) :  Mr . Minister . 

HON. R I CHARD NERYSOO : Wel l ,  certainl y  we have impressed upon the leaders of the native 
organi zations, as wel l as the premiers and al so the provincial Ministers that the process we are 
now util izing in the Northwest Territories through the Constitutional Al l iance, through the forums 
that have been estab l ished, that we bel ieve that process is the process which best suits the 
Northwest Territories . We have continued our support for the other jurisdictions so that we find 
and at l east direct and support some so l ution to the quest i on of aboriginal rights in the 
provinces, recognizing that the federa l government and provincial governments are invol ved . 
C l earl y, in the constitution, the BNA Act of 186 7, c l earl y there are responsibi l ities that have 
been out l ined for the Government of Canada and there have been responsibil ities out l ined for the 
provinces . We coul d not see a situation where the provinces cou l d  be ignored in that particu l ar 
proces s because it wou l d  mean any changes with regard to l and, resources, revenues, the issue of 
l aw-making authority, al l woul d affec t those two j urisdictions . It woul d be very difficu l t  for the 
aboriginal peop l e  of southern Canada to reso l ve their prob l ems if they did not have the support of 
either the province or the federal government in those negotiations or those discussions . It wou l d 
not see, I bel ieve, the conc l usion or so l ution that they real l y  want . Now, we sti l l maintain that 
the process that we est ab 1 i shed in the North is in the interests of the North and we want 
protection for that process . I bel ieve al so that in the dicussions itsel f, there were issues -- I 
must say that maybe in making the presentat ion that we wi l l show you there were some issues, we 
bel ieve, that were not constitutional . They cou l d be dea l t with outside the constitutional 
process, which in fact inc l uded the quest ion of division of the Northwest Territories . It was a 
bil ateral item that had to oc cur between the residents of the Northwest Territories and the 
Government of Canada . I t  is not something that coul d be brought into the const itution and have 
every ot her province and al l the other organizations deal ing with that particu l ar question . That 
is the posit ion we have taken and that is the position the federal government agreed to as we l l .  

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah -Shee): Thank you, Mr . Minister . General comments .  Mr . MacQuarrie . 

Keeping Option Of Aboriginal Sel f-Government Open 

MR . MacQUARR IE: In reference to U ie distinct ion that my col l eague for Yel l owknife North raised, I 
recognize that that distinction has been made about the northern process for constitutional 
devel opment and the southern process. However, I wou l d  say that it is important for our government 
in those negotiations to keep open the option of whatever means is devel oped in the South, that is 



- 66 -

a tr i partite process, say, for br i nging about aboriginal self-government, because in the western 
territory that wil l  come into ex i stence we have a process in place for constitut i onal development . 
I th i nk it is a clever process . I think it i s  prom i si ng but also i t  i s  obviously a very difficult 
proces·s and it is just poss ible that it will not be able to succeed i n  what it is planning to do . 
The di sparities, the differences in points of view may be so great that we cannot find a 
reconciliat i on and I assume then that abor i ginal people i n  the Northwest Territories, if that were 
the case would want the same option that is available to aborig i nal people in the South for some 
form of aboriginal self-government . So, it seems to me that that opt i on should be kept open in 
these di scuss i ons . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Mr . Mini ster . 

H ON .  RICHARD NERYSOO : Mr . Chai rman, just to i ndi cate that there i s  nothing that we have done nor 
any ar rangements or agreements that we have made that closes the door .' My only problem, I believe, 
and probably someth i ng that Members here should look at is i f  we allow so many opt i ons and so many 
processes to be used then we may never come to a conclus i on .  I th i nk that we have maintained that 
the forums, the Const i tut i onal Alliance, i s  the process that we should be usi ng in the North . The 
ci rcumstance under wh i ch the people, the abor i ginal people of the North live, i s  very different 
than the circumstances under wh i ch the provi nc i al aboriginal people li ve .  And the relationships 
that they have with the provi ncial governments and with the Government of Canada i s  very different 
from the relationsh i p  that now ex i sts wi th abor i g i nal people in the NWT and the GNWT and also the 
federal government . I th i nk that we would be extremely fooli sh if we just allowed a situat i on of 
an excuse out for havi ng no solut i on and no resoluti on to the constitutional problems and also to 
protection of abor i gi nal r i ghts or r i ghts of people wi th regard to const i tut i ons in the North . I 
think that we have to be somewhat careful of that particular process as well .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah -Shee) : Thank you, Mr . Mi ni ster . General comments .  Mr . MacQuarrie . 

MR . MacQUARRIE : I appreci ate your point, Mr . Mi ni ster, that i f  there are too many opti ons then 
there may not be any resolut i on on the part of people to succeed in the principal opt i on that i s  
available . That certai nly i s  a danger, but on the other hand I would have to say too that I think 
there are compelli ng reasons for most people in the NWT to make the pr i nci pal option succeed 
because I really believe that we can have a much better soci ety i n  the NWT if we have a si ngle 
pub l ic government with features that protect abor i g i nal i nterests . I beli eve that will be i n  the 
i nterests of non-nat i ve people and aborigi nal people as well . And I th i nk that a careful 
exam i nation of that would persuade people that that i s  so . So, I believe that there will be every 
si ncere attempt to make sure that that ini t i at i ve succeeds . But I just thought in case it does 
not, the option would then be i mportant . 

CHAI RMAN (Mr . Wah -Sh ee) : Th ank you, Mr . M acQu arr i e .  General c omments.  If there are no further 
general comments, is the commi ttee agreed to go i nto detai l ?  

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

---Agreed 

Comm i ssioner ' s  Office, Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah - Shee) : The Commi ssioner ' s  Office, page 2. 3. Total O and M, $ 320, 000 . Mr . 
Ballantyne . 

MR . BAL LANTYNE:  I th i nk that i t  has been sa i d  by many people over the years the fine job 
Comm i ssioner Par ker i s  doing and I am sure that he will be wi th us for many years to come as a 
Commiss i oner and hopefully as a li eutenant- governor . But at some point i n  t i me in the future when 
Mr . Parker dec i des that he has had enough of us and he needs a break, I wonder has the Executive 
Council looked at a potent i al bu ilding to name after Comm i ss i oner Par ker ? 

- --Laughter 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Mr . Min i ster . 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO : Well, this m i ght be an appropriate room . No, we have not looked at naming 
any bu i ld i ngs to date but I believe that the Comm i ssioner is st i ll wi th us . . .  
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AN HON. MEMBER : Is he l eaving? 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO : We have not heard yet that he is leaving nor do we intend to al l ow him to 
l eave so easil y. Because I think that he has been supportive of the progress that we have made 
constitutiona l l y  and I think that we need that type of support on an ongoing basis even if we are 
l ooking at the idea of removing him total l y  from proceedings of the el ected Executive ·· council , you 
might say , I bel ieve there is stil l a need for him. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you , Mr. Minister. Mr. McCal l um. 

MR. McCALLUM : Wel l ,  Mr. Butters raises the question : Is he l eaving? Once we find out what the 
Executive is pl anning maybe we woul d be in a better position to indicate a response to that 
question if in fact that is part of it , as the Minister has just indicated , to remove the 
Commissioner from the Executive Counci l.  God knows where it ends from there ! Except the Executive 
Council , they wil l know. But they are even going to l et us know what is going on. That's good. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO : The new l ieutenant-governor,  of course. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Mr. Bal l antyne . 

MR. BALLANTYNE : I real l y  meant that as a humorous anecdote and seriousl y we real l y  appreciate the 
fine work that the Commissioner has done. It is a very difficu l t  job and I think he has handl ed it 
very wel l  with the ab l e  support of his wife , Hel en Parker. So , we appreciate that . 

---Appl ause 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee) : Commissioner ' s  Office , $320 , 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Ministers ' Offices , Total O And M 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee) : Ministers' Offices , $1, 753, 000. Agreed? Mr. Richard. 

MR. RICHARD : Mr. Chairman , we are on Ministers' Offices, page 2. 4. I bel ieve , Mr . Chairman , in 
this increase there is a provision for additional housing al l owances for the Ministers. I do not 
see it itemized here but it was in the documentation that was provided to the standing committee on 
finance and I am wondering if , Mr. Chairman, we coul d have just an exp l anation of that, al t hough I 
have received it mysel f as a Member of the standing committee on finance. I f  we cou l d  have an 
exp l anation of that change in the cal cul ation of al l owances, if you wil l .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah -Shee) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: do not have the particu l ar detail s  here. I wou l d  just l ike to indicate 
though that the increase was due to Members here in the Executive Council having responsibil ity to 
maintain two housing residences. We have, of course, a housing al l owance which al l Members here 
are receiving and I am not -- I guess the question I have to Members is whether or not that is 
going to be tradition in this House , l aying out the specifics incl uding the sal aries and 
honorariums and funds that are received by al l Members . And I think that if we are going to go to 
a pub l ic process that al l people be scrutinized. I just hope maybe I can ask my staff to respond 
more specifical l y  to that. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Mr. Richard . 

MR. RICHARD :  Mr . Chairman , I was not ask i ng to get into do l l ars and cents. As I understand from 
the Leader's responses in the standing committee, there is in this budget being put in p l ace an 
additiona l housing al l owance for the Ministers because they estab l ish a second residence , if you 
wil l ,  in Yel l owknife . I woul d simp l y  l ike the Leader to say that and the reasons for that,  wh ich I 
concur in , for the record. I am not concerned that the dol l ars and cents -- that you go into those 
in detai l . 



- 68 -

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Thank you, Mr . Richard . Mr . Minister . 

HON . •  RICHARD NERYSOO : Yes, just to indicate to the Member that there has been an increase but I do 
not know the exact figure but there has been an additional housing salary that is taxable and to in 
fact provide additional assistance to those Ministers who are holding two residences . Now, it 
varies . The amount to each individual varies . So, while there is that addition already in the 
budget, the use of it may not occur . In some cases, some Members previously had the additional 
housing subsidy and since then have moved to a different residence and therefore the subsidy has 
been reduced or removed . So, it varies depending on - - and in fact it applies only under certain 
circumstances . I just want to indicate that to the Member. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Thank you, Mr . Minister . Mr . Richard . 

Housing Allowances To Be Put Forward In Public 

MR . RICHARD : Mr . Chairman, the only concern I have in this area, and I say this meaning no offence 
to the Members of the Executive Council, I believe the explanation was given to us in standing 
committee justifying the establishment of this additional housing allowance and it is in this 
budget . This budget commences April 1st . My concern is the current fiscal year, my understanding 
that it was not in the budget for this current fiscal year . Nor was it in, to date, any 
supplementaries which were put forward in public . I feel that when we, as politicians, I suppose, 
serve in public office and are in the position of voting, if you will, on our own remuneration that 
we should be very, very careful that that process be done in public . As I believe there is, 
although I have not seen it, an amendment this very session to the remuneration for Members of the 
Legislative Assembly and that will be in public and debated prior to it being established, if 
approved, I would simply ask, Mr . Chairman, if the Leader or perhaps any other Member of the 
Executive would not agree with me that when these additional benefits or housing allowances are 
being put in place in the middle of a fiscal year that it is better that that be done in public in 
a forum such as this committee . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Thank you, Mr . Richard . Mr . Minister . 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO : I would never, never argue against the idea of any kind of expenditures with 
regard to public figures, political leaders as secret . Now, I just hope though that Members here 
understand the reason as to why those things take place . There are some circumstances under whi ch 
certain approvals are given that have to respond to needs of the people that are working, are 
involved in carrying out their responsibility and if the case is that we have to come back and 
receive approval every time that that is the case, then we would not nor could we make decisions to 
address some of the problems that some of the Ministers were and are having . Certainly I have no 
problem w i th the i d ea of ad dressing that partic ular item, if you want to address the i tem but, as I 
said, let us be fair, let us be honest, up-front about all our funds including those funds that are 
being now received by all Members in this House because as much as we are taxed for this particular 
benefit, there are Members that work on an honorarium basis, or a per diem basis, that are 
non-taxable, and I guess one has to wonder about what is the take-home pay of people . I could go 
back to a situation where people here were, in fact, receiving pay cheques in some instances of 
$200 every two weeks . Now, I do not think that that is fair, not when you have a situation where 
they have to provide food, lodging for their families and have to live under that type of 
condition . I will tell you now, I have no problem bringing forward whatever commitments or 
expenditures that we make with regard to the Executive Council . I certainly have no problem 
debating it, but I think that it should be taken in the context of what effects, what problems 
exist with regard to Members that serve on the Executive Council . It is not an easy role to play 
and it makes it somewhat more difficult if Members here are supporting their families in their 
constituencies, their families are living in the constituencies and do not want to move . That 
makes it somewhat more difficult . You have no argument from me with regard to releasing that 
information to the public, as long as it applies to everyone and that we are honest and up-front 
about i t. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee): Mr . Richard . 

MR . RICHARD :  Mr . Chairman, I do not want to belabour the point, but I do wish to clarify the point 
I am attempting to make . I, because the explanation was given to me earlier, support the 
establishment of these additional housing allowances . Had I been asked as a Member of this 
Assembly in November, I would have supported it . My point, sir, is that the public is a very 
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critical public and my point is simply that it would have been better to bring the requ est -- or 
perhars information item -- forward prior to implementation and while it is accepted by myself , 
certainly, in this committee , the pu blic would have accepted it . It would have been I suppose , for 
appearances ' sake if it had been put forward as a proposal prior to implementation in the public 
for um , as opposed to after the fact . That is simply my point . I think the Minister unde rstands 
and I understand his comments as well . Thank you , Mr . Chairman . 

Ministers ' Offices, Total O And M ,  Agr eed 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee): Thank you . Ministers' Offices , $1 , 7 5 3, 000 .  Agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agre ed . 

---Agreed 

Executive Council Secretariat , Total O And M 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Executive Council secretariat , $ 2 , 702 , 000 . Mr . McCallum .  

MR . McCAL LUM: Mr . Chairman, I believe it was yesterday I asked a q uestion about the function and 
role of the temporary group to lead negotiatior,s in the transf er of fede ral functions . I note in 
this, under the salaries and wages there is an increase of $440 , 00 0 .  In the priorities paper that 
we have been made awar e of from the Government Leader , there is under political development , for a 
temporary group to lead negotiations on the transfer of federal f unctions, an amount of $32 5 , 000 
and three pe rson years . But in the main estimates I do not see an increase of the pe rson years and 
the increase is for $440 , 000 ,  at least in your book . Could I have some reconciliation of those two 
figures? From the revised 1984-85 forecast to the main estimates 1985 -86 , there is an increase of 
$440 , 000 . There is only an increase of one continuing pe rson ye.ar b ut in the priorities paper it 
is $32 5 , 000 and three person years . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee): Mr . Minister . 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO: There has been no identification of person years in the document because we 
are not sure whether or not we will be needing three person years or it could be five person years 
depending on the nature of the res earch that is required , the work that is requir ed to get done . 
As w ell there may be a situation where we can go to a contract as opposed to identifying particular 
person years in the document . I think that that was probably an error on our part for identifying 
three . We certainly received approval for three person years but we are not sure if we need to add 
it to this years list , until such time as we know whether or not we are going to have permanent 
emp l oyees . The other thing is that we might have permanent employees in the government now that 
could assume some of the responsibility but no doubt that we could go to term positions . So , while 
the permanency of three is there,  we still want that flexibility to manoeuvre,  as opposed to just 
saying it is three and that is the end of it . But always in mind the $ 325 , 000 is in fact the money 
that we have been allocat ed and will be using . Of course , with any additional increases we will no 
doubt have to come back to the Legislative Assem bly on an approval basis . I think that maybe there 
was some confusion in that and I just want to clarify it right now . I might ask if my advisers 
also can provide information with the additional finances involved . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Mr . Pilot . 

MR . PILOT: Mr . Chairman , the funding increase is made up by the priority exercise as was mentioned 
by the Member . One person year in the Highway Transport and Public Utilities Boards . It is a 
research position , plus the 9 . 5  per cent across th e board increase of the department . That adds up 
to $440 , 00 0 .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Thank you . Executive Council secretariat , $ 2 , 702 , 00 0 .  Mr . Ballantyne . 
Mr . McCallum . 

MR . McCAL LUM: I just have a supplementary .  The figure  9 . 5 ,  is that referring to the increase for 
th e 24 man years in salaries and wages? Is the 9 . 5  an increase in salaries and wages? I know 
th ere is an increase in the O and M but is th e $440 , 000 a 9 . 5 increase in salaries and wages? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Mr . Pilot . 
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MR . P I LOT : Mr . Cha i rman , that i s  the percentage i ncrease of thi s  parti cular department . Our 
department� i ncrease was 9.5 in compar i son to the prev i ous year 1984-85 .  So i t  i s  across the board , 
9 . ?  i ncrease i n  salary of thi s  parti cular department . 

C HA I RMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee ) :  Thank yo u .  Executi ve  Counc i l  secretar i at .  Mr . Ballantyne .  

P ubl i c  Uti l it i es Board 

MR . BALLANTYNE : A co uple of questi ons of the Government Lead er concerni ng the P ubli c Uti l i t i es 
Board . There i s  an i ncrease i n  other O and M wh i cfl  i s  a d i rect result, as I understand , fran an 
i ncrease i n  the membersh i p  of the P ubli c Uti l it i es Board . I wonder , f i rst of all , could the 
M i n i ster g i ve us the names of people who are on the board and some clar i f i cat i on j ust for the 
publ ic ?  I thi nk the board i s  i ncreased to f i ve , I am not sure .  And secondly , there was as I 
recall, a mot i on at one po i nt i n  t i me in  th is  House as to the Publ i c· Uti l i ty Board taki ng over the 
regulatory process of uti l i t i es in the NWT . That has been mod i f i ed somewhat but I do not know i f  
i t  has come back to the House and I understand now that the Nat i onal Energy Board i s  maki ng 
recommendat i ons . I wonder i f  we could hav e an update as to the gov ernment ' s  feel i ngs abo ut the 
f uture role of the PUB . Does the g overnment see a strengthened role for the Publ ic  Ut i li ti es 
Board ? 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee ) : Mr . Mi n i ster . 

HON . R I C HARD NERYSOO : Mr . Chai rman , i n  the agenda of presentati ons the appropr i ate Mi n i ster wi ll 
be rai s i ng that part i cular i tem . Yesterd ay when I spoke i ntrod uc i ng the bud get, I sa i d  that I 
co uld not see the final approval of the budget unt i l  the other M in i sters had the opportuni ty to 
speak on the parti cular respons i b i li t i es they hav e .  I beli eve Mr . C u rley i s  go i ng to respond to 
that at the appropr i ate ti me .  W i th regard to the H i ghway Transport Board , Mr . McLau ghl in  is go i ng 
to respond . To the quest i on of Abor i g i nal R i ghts and Consti tut i onal Development the appropr i ate 
M i nister wi 1 1  respond and so too for the Energy ,  Mi nes and Reso urces and al so Status of Women 
Secretar i ats . So ,  we would not seek f i nal approval of that unt il  that t i me .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee ): Thank you , Mr . M i n i ster . Mr . Ballantyne . 

Intergovernmental Affai rs 

MR . BAL LANTYNE : That is f i ne now . I w i ll ask those quest i ons at the appropr i ate t i me .  I have  
another questi on to  ask of  the Government Leader . And i t  i s  someth i ng that I brought up  i n  the 
finance commi ttee . I th i nk hand i n  hand w i th the proposed reorgani zat i on,  the greater emphasis  on 
i ntergovernmental affai rs for the pro v i nc i al and fed eral government , the Mi n ister answered thi s  
quest i on in  f i nance commi ttee but I would l i ke h i m  to exp l a i n  i t  aga in  here .  I th i nk r i ght now 
that in i ntergovernmental affairs off i ce in Ottawa , Clai re  Barnabe and her secretary are do i ng a 
f i ne job . But as part of thi s  reorgani zat i on that we are looki ng at and because of a b i g ger  
emphasi s  on lobbyi ng in  southern Canada ,  i s  the poss i b i l i ty env i si oned of  g i v i ng Ms Barnabe more 
staff and maybe a broader mandate acting as our representati ve in Ottawa? 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Wah-She e ) : Mr . M i n i ster . 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO: At present there i s  no d ec i s i on to i ncrease the number of staff in  the 
i ntergovernmental affa i rs secti on .  But certai nly I bel i ev e  that there is a d i fferent role that has 
to be played . I th i nk that that i s  one of the areas that we have restructured in i ts 
responsi b i l i t i es and we wi ll be mak i ng the appropr i ate comments to the Ho use here . The other th i ng 
is  that the M i n i ster , certai nly the Government Leader ,  has to beg i n  to play a more s i gni f i cant role 
in the area of intergovernmental affai rs .  As I i ndicated earl i er ,  not necessar i ly only speaki ng to 
other M i n i sters or other premi ers or other M i n i sters of i ntergovernmental affa i rs but go i ng 
forward , maki ng the general publ ic  of Canada a li ttle more  knowled geable abo ut the ci rcumstances 
under wh i ch we now l i ve and o ur pol i t i cal relat i onshi ps as they are and the poli t i cal relat i onsh i ps 
that we wi sh to have  in future .  As you note we hav e not really done a lot of that parti cular work 
and I th i nk that there is no quest i on also that the M i n i sters who are respons i blP. for part i cular 
departments , w i ll in fact beg i n  to do ' that . I g uess it is a matter agai n of strategy .  Who do yo u 
go to to ask what meeti ngs you attend , where you make speeches to create an awareness among the 
Canad i an publ i c ,  among governments generally across the co untry .  I th i nk that is someth i ng that we 
are i n  the process of rev i ew i ng and i mprov i ng upon . As much as I could say , " Well , the Execut i ve 
Co unc i l  could do it" , my i mpressi on i s  that there are some ci rcumstances under wh i ch other Members 
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of Legi slature can make presentations on behalf of the Legislat i ve Assembly or on behal f, for that 
matter, of the GNWT . So we have to be able to develop that relationship . We have to be ab l e  to 
develop that strategy and i n  my op i nion i t  is someth i ng that we are going to have to do a lot of 
work on . Certainly I have been put in charge of the whole area of intergovernmental affairs 
previously and it is going to be more and more I believe a responsibility under the poli tical arm 
of government as opposed to just bei ng a part of the administrative si de .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Just for the in formation of committee Members, the amount ind i cated under 
the Executive Council secretariat for the amount of $ 2 . 702 mill i on also includes the activity of 
H i ghway Transport and Public Uti lit i es Boards . Now, i f  the committee wi shes to deal with the items 
i ndivi dua l ly, then obviously we can not approve this amount . However, you can ask questions . But 
that i s  j ust a point of clarification .  Mr . Pedersen .  

MR . PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr . Chai rman . Just a supplementary question to what Mr . Mccal l um asked 
before of Mr . Pilot . The answer I heard was that there was a 9 . 5  per cent salary i ncrease across 
the board to refl ect the increase in the department's overall budget . I would like to know if this 
sa l ary increase is the same in al l the departments we wi l l  be reviewi ng . And if it is not, what 
are the criteri a  used within speci fic secretariats or departments to grant increases above, if it 
is above , that which is standard and who author i zes i t ?  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Mr . Minister . 

Overall Budgetary Increase 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr . Chairman . No, it i s  not a matter of a 9 . 5  per cent salary 
increase . It was an overal l  budgetary increase in the Department of the Executive which included 
things · like the $325, 000 for the group that wou l d  head up the negot i ations or transfer and 
developing that part i cular strategy . There was al so i nc luded in that, the i ncrease i n  O and M of 
the total department and we took into considerat i on the issue of sal aries in the total 9 . 5  per 
cent . It was not only 9 . 5  per cent for sa l ary increases on l y . It was a total overall increase to 
the budget of the Executive . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee): Thank you , Mr . Mi nister . Mr . Pedersen . 

MR . PEDERSEN: So, the sa l aries withi n  the Executive Counci l secretariat would not increase by 9 . 5  
per cent . 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO: No, that is certain ly  not the case . It was an overall increase . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee): Thank you . Mr . McCal lum .  

MR . McCALL UM: Well, I just wanted to get it c l arified as wel l, but there are percentage change 
figures that are indicated in the main estimates book . I do not profess to be any kind of a great 
mathematician, but it seems to me that i f  there is a total increase and a total expenditure of the 
Executive Council secretar i at ,  as I look at the line, from . 1984-85 to 1985-86 mai n estimates, i f  I 
look at those two f i gures, $2 . 702  mil l ion and $2 . 2 21 million, I get a difference in total of 
$4 81 , 000 . Now, I do not reconci le that figure with 18 per cent of an i ncrease in the department 
total expenditures . I cannot reconcile the di fference between t he sa l ari es and wages of being a 28 
per cent i ncrease . Now , maybe we are rounding figures off but certain l y  18 and 28 are rounded off 
figures too . Mr . Pedersen asked a question as wel l ,  in terms of the 9 . 5  and  I accepted that as a 
9 . 5  increase . It would seem to me we are talk i ng a tota l expenditure, if you like, of much more 
than 18 per cent or more than 18 per cent, and certain l y  $440, 000 is not 2 8  per cent of $1 . 138 
million .  I just think that in terms of a document that proposes to give us a budget that the 
f i gures shoul d j i be a little . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Mr . Minister . 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO: Well, I thi nk that I will defer the final response to my staff but th e 
overa l l  i ncreases, in fact 9 . 5  . . .  

MR . McCALLUM : For the total department . . .  

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO: . . .  for the .total department • . .  
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MR . McCALLUM : . . .  Dep artment of the Exec ut i v e . . .  

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO : Yes , i n  the i ncrease  of some $440 , 000 you t ake i nto con s i der at i on the three 
per�on years t h at we l ooked at , the $325 ,000 p l us the pos s i b i l i ty of one pefson year for the Pub l i c  
Ut i l i t i e s Board and H i g hway Transport Bo ard and th at was the reason th at part i c u l ar i n crease took 
pl ace .  It h ad of course ,  to address a n umber of pr i or i ty i tems ,  th at we found money in t h ose 
p art i c u l ar c ases , and in  the s i t uat i on of the P ub l i c  Ut i l i t i es Bo ard and al so the H i g hway Transport 
Board an a l yst or person ye ar , there was a need for t h at bec au se of t he work l o ad that is now be i n g 
encountered by , part i c u l ar l y  the H i ghway Tr ansport Board , but more and more by the P u b l i c  Ut i l i t i es 
Board as wel l .  So , I t h i nk t h at you are l oo k i ng at 'th at part i c u l ar f i g u re but you are not l ook i n g 
at the tot a l  ch ange th at occurred i n  the budget . I th i n k t h at i s  where the confus i on l i es when we 
s a i d  i t  i s  a 9 . 5  per cent , i t  i s  tot al budget as opposed to th i s .  

MR .  McCALLUM :  ( I n aud i b l e  comment )  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Th ank you ,  Mr . M i n i ster . Mr . B al l antyn e .  

MR . BALLANTYNE : Just a po i nt of c l ar i f i c at i on . t h i nk as we g o  through th i s  budget th i s  prob l em 
w i l l  come up ag ai n .  Wh at h appens , espec i a l l y for Members of the fi n ance commi ttee , i s  th at a 
budget was prepared , wh i ch was i n  o ur fi n ance comm i ttee book , w ith  t he normal department al 
i ncreases . Subsequent to the book bei ng prepared there was approx i m ate l y $10 m i l l i o n i n  pr i or i ty 
fund i ng and $ 10  mi l l i on i n  bud get adj u stments wh i ch h ave been p ut i n to th i s  ma i n est i mates book . 
N ow as we go through th i s  I th i n k we wi l l  h ave to be aware th at wh en i t  h appens th at many t i mes i t  
does not q u i te seem t o  j i be, i t  i s  bec ause we are tryi ng t o  merge,  es sent i al l y, th ree document s 
i nto  one . I t h i nk  ev erybody shou l d  be aware of t h at . We wi l l  try to h i gh l i g ht some of those and I 
am s ure the government wi l l  as we go through i t  department by dep artment . We h ave some comments to 
make abo ut th at process a l i tt l e  bi t l ater on but th i s  cou l d  c ause  us some d i ff i c u l ty .  Th ank yo u .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee ) :  Th ank you for t h e  po i nt o f  c l ar i f i c at i on ,  Mr . Ba l l antyn e .  Does the 
c ommi ttee w i sh  us to rec ogn i ze the c l ock at th i s  t i me? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) : Th ank yo u .  I sh al l report progress . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . W ah -Shee . 

I TEM 1 6 : R EPORT OF COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE  

REPORT OF COMM ITTEE OF THE  WHOLE  OF B I L L 7 -85 ( 1 ) ,  APPROPR IAT I ON ACT ,  1985 -86 

MR. WAH -SH E E :  Mr . Speaker ,  yo ur commi ttee h as been cons i der i ng the department al det a i l s  of t he  
1 985 -86 ma i n est i m ates a nd  wi shes to report progress . 

Mot i on To Accept Report Of Commi ttee Of The Who l e ,  C arr i ed 

M r .  Speaker , I move th at the report of the comm i ttee of the wh o l e  be conc urred wi th . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Wah -Shee . Members h ave  heard the report of the ch a i rm an of the 
c omm i ttee of t he who l e .  Are you agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - - C ar r i ed 

MR .  S P EAKER : Th ank you .  Are there any an nounc ements from the f l oor?  Mr . Pan i l oo .  

MR . PAN I LO O :  ( Tran s l at i on )  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . I wou l d  l i ke to i nfonn the MLAs t h at I was 
l ate bec au s e  one of my fam i l y  was s i c k . I wi l l  try to be on t i me but I h ad to be l at e  bec au se  one 
of my re l at i ves was s i ck . Th ank you .  



- 73 -

MR . SPEAKER : T h a n k  yo u ,  Mr . P a n i l oo .  Are there  any ot her  an no u n cement s ?  Mr . C l erk , an n o uncement s  
a n d  o rder s  of  t h e  d ay , p l e a s e .  

C L ERK O F  T H E  HOUS E ( Mr . H am i l ton ) : An n o u n c ement s ,  Mr . Speaker . There w i l l  b e  a meet i ng o f  t h e  
s t an d i n g comm i t tee  o n  f i n an c e  on S u nd ay , Febru ary 10th  a t  2 : 00 p . m .  A l so ,  t h e  st and i ng comm i ttee  
on  f i n ance  w i l l  b e  meet i ng on Mond ay morn i ng at  9 : 30 a . m .  The  st and i ng c ommi ttee on  l eg i s l at i on  
w i l l  meet  on Mo n d ay mor n i ng at  1 0 : 30 a . m .  

I T EM  1 7 :  O RD ERS  O F  THE  DAY 

O r d e r s  of t h e  d ay for Mo n d ay ,  Feb r u ary 1 1 t h  at 1 : 00 p . m .  

1 .  P r ayer 

2 .  Member s ' R e p l i e s 

3 .  M i n i s t e r s ' S t at emen t s  

4 .  O r a l  Q ue s t i on s  

5 .  Wr i t t e n  Q u e s t i on s  

6 .  R et u r n s  

7 .  Pet i t i on s  

8 .  Reports  of St an d i n g and S pec i a l C omm i t t ees 

9 . Tab l i n g of Doc uments  

1 0 .  N ot i c e s  of  Mot i on 

1 1 .  Not i c es  of Mot i o n for F i r s t  Read i ng of B i l l s  

1 2 .  Mot i o n s  

1 3 .  F i r s t  Re ad i n g o f  B i l l s 

1 4 .  Second  R e ad i n g of B i  1 1  s 

1 5 .  Con s i d e r at i on i n  Comm i t t ee of t he  Wh o l e  of B i l l s  an d O t he r  Mat t er s : B i l l  i - 0S ( l ) ; B i l l  
3 - 8 5 ( 1 ) 

1 6 .  Report of Comm i ttee  of t h e  Who l e 

1 7 .  Orders  of t h e  D ay 

MR . S P EAKE R : Th ank you , Mr . C l e r k . Th i s  H o u se s t ands  adj o u r n ed u nt i l 1 : 00  p . m .  Mond ay ,  Febr u ary 
1 1 t h . 

- - -ADJOURNMENT 
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