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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 1985 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Nellie 
Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallum, 
Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. 
Pudluk, Mr. Richard, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. T'Seleie, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon 
Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): I intend to change the sitting hours of today, but before I do it I 
would like to have an indication from the House that I will be able to have a quorum. I am going 
to suggest that we recess at 5:00 p.m. for supper, cutting out the four o'clock coffee break and 
readjourning at 6:30 p.m. and proceeding until such time as the House calls to report. Am I going 
to have a quorum at 6:30 p.m.? Could I have an indication by hands who can be here at 6:30 this 
evening? It indicates that we will have a quorum so I wish to inform the House that the sitting 
hours for today will be 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., and 6:30 p.m. until the committee decides to rise 
and report. 

Item 2, Members' replies. Mr. Richard. 

ITEM 2: MEMBERS' REPLIES 

Mr. Richard's Reply 

MR. RICHARO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I was going to give my reply to the 
Commissioner's Address yesterday which I read in the paper was the first day of spring and I heard 
it on the CBC news th at yesterday was the first day of spring. I had al ways thought th at March 
21st, today, was the first day of spring but because it said so in the newspaper and on the CBC and 
because Mr. Curley or Mr. Patterson or Mr. Wray did not rise on a point of privilege to correct 
them then it must be correct, and that this is the second day of spring. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: You have a point of order. 

---Laughter 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Coming up. 

MR. RICHARD: In the Commissioner's Address, Mr. Speaker, the Commissioner gave us a quick history 
of this Legislature from 1951 when there were three elected and five appointed Members to today, in 
1985, when there are 24 of us elected 'Members here. Mr. Curley is reported in the pre�s as calling 
for an election so that there might be a different 24 people here. I would have to say, Mr. 
Speaker, I just got here -- not like some of the Members here -- and I am not ready to pack it in 
yet. 

j 

I 
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On February 6th, at the opening of the session, Mr. Speaker, I must say that I was humbled by the 
presence of the individuals who walked up to receive medals from you and I would simply join in the 
sentiments that have been expressed that we owe a debt of gratitude to the Members of this Council 
or Assembly who have gone before us. We do seem to be at a vital moment of our history. I do not 
believe it is as historic as Mr. Crombie thought on February 6th when he said that the time for 
change had come. It seems, Mr. Speaker, that the time for change is proving to be very, very 
difficult indeed. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Let's have a time for no change then. 

MR. RICHARD: Tomorrow. 

AN HON. MEMBER: I suppose. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Everything is fine. 

Constituency Concerns 

MR. RICHARD: I wish to speak briefly about my constituency, Mr. Speaker. My constituents continue 
to be concerned about the many practical matters that concern the constituents of other Members of 
this House. Issues such as the critical shortage of housing accommodation, day care facilities, 
shelters for victims of spousal assault, senior citizens accommodation ... 

AN HON. MEMBER: (Inaudible comment) 

MR. RICHARD: am coming to that, Mr. Wray. The possible taxation of northern benefits, the 
northern preference policy and its successor foster child, the business incentive policy, the 
economic development of our Terri tori es, the development of our resource industry; these are 
things, Mr. Speaker, that are very practical matters that do concern the citizens -- the 
constituents that I represent. I do, sir, wish to take this opportunity on behalf of those 
constituents to thank sincerely the Executive Members of our government for their endeavours in 
their respective port folios in recent months in dealing with these problems. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Hear, hear! 

MR. RICHARD: Because I know, Mr. Speaker, and I wi 11 concede that I know more than I did before, 
that each of them is working very, very hard in his or her job. I feel that I should say that 
publicly. They have not as yet found all of the solutions but I am satisfied that they are working 
on them. 

I at this time, Mr. Speaker, especially want to thank the Hon. Dennis Patterson for responding to 
the request for additional school facilities in my riding and in this city generally. I want to 
especially thank the Hon. Nick Sibbeston, the Minister of Local Government, for assisting the city 
government with funds to replace the collapsed sewer system in this part of the city. Some of the 
waste material or effluent coming from this very building, Mr. Speaker, will flow more freely ... 

---Laughter 

... as a direct result of the Minister's intervention. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Out the door and ... 

MR. RICHARD: A special note of appreciation in recent days, Mr. Speaker, is due to the Hon. Bruce 
McLaughlin and the Hon: Gordon Wray in providing assistance to a local group of dedicated 
volunteers in their endeavours to establish a proper senior citizens facility in the city. 

Alcohol Abuse A Serious Concern 

I want to refer briefly, Mr. Speaker, ,to the problem of alcohol abuse, that is a serious concern of 
mine, a serious concern of many of my individual constituents, and a concern I hope shared by all 
Members of this Legislature. This problem, Mr. Speaker, has been highlighted once again by the 
very, very tragic event of last weekend at Rae-Lac la Martre, the needless death of two young 
people. I have, Mr. Speaker, in my other life as a criminal lawyer seen many, many tragedies 
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throughout the NWT caused by alcohol abuse and I feel strongly, Mr. Speaker, that we must take time 
in our very busy schedule to again attempt to come to grips with a virtual epidemic of alcohol 
abuse in these Territories. 

Compliments To Members Of Constitutional Alliance For Work In The Past 

Turning to the issue of constitutional development, Mr. Speaker. I want to take this opportunity 
to publicly compliment the Members of this Assembly who have for the past year or more, served on 
the Constitutional A 11 i ance and worked hard at the deliberations of the two forums and the 
negotiations with the leaders of the native organizations. Particularly, Mr. Speaker, my 
compliments go to the Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Bob MacQuarrie, the Hon. Nick Sibbeston, for their 
work and I say that, Mr. Speaker, my compliments go to them specifically directed to the time frame 
up to and including the January 14th agreement. After th at, I don't know -- I do not want to get 
involved in discussing the many unfortunate events th at happened thereafter. While Mr. Patterson 
has now resigned I believe that all Members of this House are indebted to him for the time and 
effort that he has put into the work of the alliance in recent years. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Hear, hear! 

MR. RICHARD: When Mr. Patterson advised us that he had acted in good faith in the negotiations 
which led to the tentative boundary agreement, I believe him and I do so without reservation. I 
must believe, because I have not been convinced otherwise, that all members of the NCF, Mr. 
Amagoalik, Mr. Haogak, and the others, and all members of the WCF, acted in good faith in the 
negotiations which led to that tentative agreement. Speaking personally, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to see a 11 of those people, including Mr. Patterson, together with Ms Cournoyea, continue their 
good work. But perhaps that is not to be. 

When I entered this Assembly just five months ago, Mr. Speaker, I stated that I felt honoured and 
privileged to serve in this Assembly and I looked forward to working with distinguished Members of 
this Assembly. I still feel that way. I want to work with other MLAs for the betterment of all of 
the peoples of the NWT and I want to work in a spirit of co-operation and good will. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. RICHARD: I want to see the aspirations of the people of the East for a Nunavut territory, come 
to a sucessful conclusion. I believe sincerely, and I do not believe I am going out on a limb, 
Mr. Speaker, I believe sincerely that the majority of my constituents want to see the aspirations 
of the people of the East come to a successful conclusion, provided that the people of the West are 
left with a viable territory in the West. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MR. RICHARD: I believe, using the words that Mr. Patterson used in concluding his resignation 
speech, he said "There will be a Nunavut." I believe those words, Mr. Speaker, and I simply regret 
that unfortunately it may be later rather than sooner. 

I must admit, Mr. Speaker, that I was not prepared for the acrimony and bitterness which I have 
seen in this Assembly. I do not believe I was naive in that respect. I knew that people disagreed 
on these important vital matters but I was not prepared for what I have seen recently. It 
disappoints me deeply -- the comments and behaviour of people I know and respect. But I suppose I 
will just have to get used to it. I have told myself however that I must try and strive to add 
good wi 11 to the debate and not in any way add to the bitterness. In th at context, Mr. Speaker, I 
do not want to today, address any i 11 will toward anyone. But I do have ooe specific comment that 
I feel I must make. Many things have been said and done that have offended me. I hope that I have 
not done or said anything that has offended others, any of my many friends in this Assembly. If I 
have, I apologize, or if I do today, I apologize. 

An Affront To Integrity Of Member 

One specific matter, Mr. Speaker, that I must comment on, is statements by the chairm·an of the 
Nunavut caucus on Tuesday, when speaking in that capacity, and also on Monday in his Member's 
reply. Comments regarding freedom of speech being restricted and certain Members of this Assembly 
using technicalities to insist on stifling free discussion of these important matters and calling 
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on Members to think twice, that we should all ow public debate on these important matters. Mr. 
Speaker, with respect to my honourable friend, to say that is patently unfair, in my opinion, and I 
am obliged to say so. I find it to be, in my opinion, an affront to my integrity as a Member of 
this Assembly, and although I am not one to pop up like a jack-in-the-box and object to my 
privilege being offended, I cannot let those remarks qo by without commenting. 

Mr. Speaker, there was last month a motion in this Assembly to have the alliance report disctJssed 
in committee of the whole. A motion by Mr. Sibbeston, seconded by Mr. Patterson. A motion that I 
supported and voted for. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Richard. Sorry, with reference to the rules of this House, you cannot reflect on 
any previous vote of the Assembly except for the purpose of moving that it be rescinded. 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. will attempt to speak within the bounds of that rule. On 
February 21st, Mr. Speaker, when we were -- this is difficult. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I know. 

---Laughter 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, I take it you will not hesitate to stop me if I offend the bounds within 
which you have put me. 

MR. SPEAKER: You have my assurance. 

MR. RICHARD: On February 21st, Mr. Speaker, when this Assembly was considering the motion to 
appoint Ms Cournoyea to the NCF, a member of the Nunavut caucus, Mr. Wray, objected to any 
reference being made to the tentative agreement. Your ruling resulted from that objection of Mr. 
Wray's in that there would be no discussion or even reference permitted to the tentative 
agreement. On February 25th, another Member of the Nunavut caucus, Mr. Pedersen, moved to postpone 
any discussion in committee of the whole of the alliance report. The ruling of the Speaker in that 
instance, however, permitted discussion. On the same day, February 25th, it was the Nunavut 
caucus who left this Assembly and would not participate in discussion of the alliance report. It 
was on that same day, Mr. Speaker, that Mr. Wray, a Member of the Nunavut caucus, returned to the 
House, made a remark about no quorum, and left immediately. 

Mr. Speaker, I for one, wanted them to stay. I wanted to ask questions of the Hon. Dennis 
Patterson and the others. I would have liked to hear from Mr. Curley, Ms Cournoyea and the 
others •.• 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: You should have waited. 

MR. RICHARD: ... as to why they disagreed with Mr. Patterson, Mr. Amagoalik, Mr. Haogak and the 
others. By leaving this Assembly, Mr. Speaker, they in effect prevented me from asking those 
questions. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Bob MacQuarrie. 

MR. RICHARD: 
agreement. 

Who knows, Mr. Speaker? Maybe they could have convinced me that it was a bad 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Bob MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: You were shooting at me yesterday. He is the guy that is talking today. 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, with all respect to the honourable Member, I say it was patently unfair 
with that background ... 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Shame! 

MR. RICHARD: ..• to suggest that the freedom of speech of the Members of the Nunavut caucus was 
restricted in any manner. My honourable friend, Mr. Patterson, knows those things, that 
background. I know those things. So, Mr. Speaker, I had to ask myself who was he trying to fool? 
Was he trying to fool the media? We know you can't fool the media, they even know what day of the 
year it is. Was he trying to fool the Government of Canada? 
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Point Of Privilege 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Point of privilege, Mr. Speaker. I thought we settled the matter of the 
impropriety of imputing motives to Members in this House yesterday. Mr. Richard is doing precisely 
that. He just said I was -- he just implied I was trying to fool the media. Mr. Speaker, under 
Rule 33(i) , you ruled yesterday that that kind of imputing of motives to Members is contrary to the 
rules of this House. Now I ask that you remind Mr. Richard of that ruling yesterday and that he be 
asked to withdraw those imputations of motives which are false. I do not try and fool the media, I 
try to educate them every day. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Would the honourable Member retract any of the part of his remarks that have 
indicated that Mr. Patterson is guilty of any offence because it is contrary to the rules? 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, if the honourable Member who objects is concerned that I am imputing 
improper motives to him, I ... 

AN HON. MEMBER: Apologize. 

MR. RICHARD: ... I had not intended to, I am asking questions, sir. Why would my friend say those 
things? I was rhetorically, I guess, Mr. Speaker, asking the question out loud but if my friend is 
offended in any way by those things ... 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I damn well am. 

MR. RICHARD: ... then I will retract them, Mr. Speaker and although words the other day were used 
that -- l et's have a full debate and let's not use technicalities but ... 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Hear, hear! 

MR. RICHARD: ... in that context, Mr. Speaker, I will ask the question then if I may continue, Mr. 
Speaker? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. You have met the requirements of the Chair. Proceed. 

MR. RI CHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I guess I -- to coin a phrase -- I must ask the question, 
who was he trying to educate that day? 

MR. McCALLUM: You are going out of gear again. 

MR. RICHARD: Was he trying to educate the media? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Don't ask directions. 

MR. McCALLUM: Hey, hey! 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Curley tells us that the media cannot be educated, they are incapable of being 
educated. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: I did not use the word incapable. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Ask the Minister of Education. 

MR. RICHARD: Was he trying to educate ... 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: You! 

MR. RICHARD: The Government of Canada? 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: No, you! 

MR. RICHARD: No, I knew these things, he did not have to educate me. I knew what happened in the 
Assembly on February 25th. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Who knew? 
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MR. McCALLUM: Tell him, he does not understand. 

MR. RICHARD: Was he trying to educate my constituents, sir, about freedom of speech and how 
Members behaved in this House? Was he trying to educate the Government of Canada and Mr. Crombie? 

HON. OENNIS PATTERSON: Which Members? 

Member's Position On Discussion Of Alliance Report And Constitutional Development 

MR. RICHARD: In that event, sir, if any of those questions are correct, let me clarify, loud and 
clear for the record, Mr. Speaker, my position with respect to the discussion of the alliance 
report and any issue of constitutional development of these blessed, beautiful Territories. I know 
where I stand on free discussion and Mr. Curley, if you are listening, this is it. I agree, I 
agree that we discuss the alliance report in the committee of the whole. I agree that we discuss, 
generally, matters of constitutional development in committee of the whole, and I agree to such 
discussions, Mr. Speaker, today, tomorrow, the June session, any time. 

Having said that, Mr. Speaker, as I say that was the one specific matter that I felt obliged to 
comment on but having got that out of the way I feel that we must, as Members of the Assembly, seek 
a resolution of the present impasse, and speaking personally, Mr. Speaker, I would rather be 
optimistic about our chances of success rather than pessimistic. It is a very, very difficult task 
but none of us here are, I hope, afraid of hard work. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY; Thanks for your optimism. 

MR. RICHARD: I agree wholeheartedly with the closing remarks of Mr. Crombie when he stated that 
the new North cannot be born in pettiness nor can it be shaped in self-interest. The new North, he 
stated, must be open to the widest possible future because the children of the people who made this 
land, both long ago and in recent years, deserve that kind of future. 

Before closing, Mr. Speaker, I should say that, notwithstanding my efforts at good will and all of 
these good words of mine about good will and co-operation and positive attitudes, I have found that 
we on this side of the Assembly, ordinary MLAs, must of necessity attack from time to time the 
actions or inactions of those eight honourable Members on the other side of this Assembly, from 
time to time and perhaps every day, sometime, Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Hear, hear! 

Underrepresentation Of Yellowknife In Assembly 

MR. RICHARD: This parochial attitude cannot be helped but I know that those eight honourable 
Members understand that is our job. I recall, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Patterson's words of last fall when 
he in his reply indicated his disappointment that I had dared in my first speech in this .ll.ssembly 
to raise once again that awful, terrible topic of Yellowknife's underrepresentation in this 
Assembly. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Aw, go away. You're not doing too badly. 

MR. RICHARD: I know, Mr. Speaker, that Mr. Patterson disagrees with me on that issue. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: So did the Ninth Assembly. 

MR. RICHARD: But I also know, Mr. Speaker, that Mr. Patterson perhaps more than any other person 
in this Assembly will defend to the death my right to raise it again and again and again. 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Right on. 

---Applause 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Wouldn't give my life on that. 

---Laughter 
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MR . R I CHARD : I am exaggerati ng, Mr . Speaker . I know, Mr . Speaker,  that the Minister  of P ublic 
Works and H i ghways, when he r esponds to my quest i ons about the housi ng crisis i n  Yellowknife and 
when he tells me coldly, Mr . Speak er, that he not only has no plans to put any new public housing 
uni ts in th i s  city but that he will not even inq uire whether we need any, I know, Mr . S peaker, that 
that M i n i ster i n  hi s heart knows that I am r i ght and that he is really pulling my leg .  And I am 
conf i dent, Mr . S peak er, that after that Mini ster has had his f un and played h i s  j o ke on me, that he 
w i ll take  steps to allevi ate the hous i ng crisis i n  thi s  city . 

MR . BALLANTYNE : Good guy . 

- - -Lau ghter 

MR . RI CHARD : I have been concerned, Mr . Speak er, qu i te ser i ously si nce entering thi s  H ouse that I 
have had to be paroch i al and aggressi ve about the concerns of the c i ty of Yellow knife but that i s  
my lot i n  li fe,  I guess, at the present ti me .  My fr i ends op pos i te tell me that i f  th i ngs do not 
seem to be go i ng Yellowkni fe ' s  way now, it is because Yellowknife got everything i n  the past . I f  
that i s  so, Mr . Speak er,  I am i ndeed grateful that I was not a Member of thi s  Assembly i n  years 
past, for I fear that I would have been- bor ed and had noth i ng to do . As consolat i on, Mr . S peak er, 
to the Members opposi te, I can only prom i se that when Mr . Ballantyne and Mr . Gar gan grad uate to the 
other s i de of the House that I w i ll be, myself and maybe Mr . McCall um and Mr . MacQuarr i e  will be, 
equally as aggress i ve or more  ag gress i ve w i th them than we have be en wi th these e i ght Members 
opposite . 

MR . BALLANTYNE : Do you want to pr omote Arni e? Arnie you may not want to be promoted . 

MR . R I CHARD : Thank you, Mr . S peak e r . 

---Ap plause 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . R i chard.  I tem 2, Members ' replies . Item 3, M i ni ste rs ' statements . 
Mr . Patterson . 

I T EM 3 :  M INI STERS ' STAT EMENTS 

H ON .  DENN I S  PATT ERSON : Thank yo u, Mr . Speaker . I would li ke  to report on some i nformati on wh i ch I 
b el i eve has already been tabled in th i s  Asse mbly . 

MR . McCALLUM : Is that cr i cket? We have already dealt w i th i t, you can ' t .  

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Patter son, you have the floor . 

AN HON .  MEMBER : We don ' t  need them be i ng dug up aga i n .  

M i nister ' s  Statement On Costs Of  Div i s i on 

HON .  DENN I S  PATTERSON : I would li ke to r e port on some i nformati on wh i ch has alr eady been tabled, I 
beli eve i n  the Ni nth Assembly . The report on I mpact of Di v i s i on i n  the Northwest Ter ritor i es by 
Hickling-Johnston L i m i ted, comm i ssi oned by the special comm i ttee on di vi sion of the Ni nth Assembly, 
cha i red by Mr . Fraser, esti mated that other O and M costs for add i t i onal headquarters costs wi th a 
div i si on of the Northwest Ter r i tor i es wou l d  be $15, 936,000 per year, i n  1981  dollars, r epr esenting 
an ap proxi mate si x per cent i ncrease in the then GNWT O and M budget . The report also esti mated 
that cap i tal costs wo uld range from $51, 206, 000 to $92, 6 7 6, 000 . I trust th i s  informati on will be  
useful for the Member for Yellowkni fe Centre who wonde r ed about the possible costs of di vision 
yesterday i n  thi s  Assembly . Thank you, Mr . S peak er . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Patterson, that basically is not the pro per use of Ministers ' statements . 
M i ni sters ' statements ar e to be government pol i cy and/or matters relevant to your de partment and/or 
a statement on behalf of the Executi ve and th i s  is not an open invi tati on to speak .on any matter 
that you m i ght choose so I would, please, ho pe that the Exec utive would keep that in mind when 
us i ng th i s  part i cular Item 3, M i n i sters ' statements . Item 3, M i nister s '  statements . Mr . 
Patterson . 

HON . DENN I S  PATTER SO N :  was speak i ng, Mr . Speaker,  as Mi ni ster of Abor i g i nal Rights and 
Consti tuti onal Development. Thank you . 
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HON .  TAGAK CURLEY: Hear, hear ! 

MR . SPEAKER: Th at i s  true, but you are al so us i n g  an ol d report and commenti n g  on somebody el se's 
work that has been done several years ago, that i s  not necessari l y of current -- you cou l d  n ot cal l 
i t  current i nformati on that shou l d  be used i n  th i s  parti cu l ar posi ti on . Are there any further 
M i n i sters' statements? Ms C ourn oyea . 

M i n i ster's Statement On Transportati on Of Dangerous Goods Legi sl at i on 

HON .  NEL LIE COURNOYEA: Mr . Speaker, i n  regard to some of the questi o ns we had on transportati on of 
dan gerous goods when the department was up for quest i ons and i n  not wanti n g  to gi ve as much as 
possi b l e, on beha l f  of the peop le  who have been work i ng  on the transportat i on of dan gerous goods, I 
wou l d l i ke to rel ate some i n formati on that, perhaps, wou l d be benef i c i a l  to the Members . 

In l ate 1979, Justi ces and Pub l i c  Serv i ces was di rected to respond to the federa l government's 
i n i t i ati ve on the transportati on of dan gerous goods f i e l d .  The federal act, Transportat i on of 
Dan gerous Goods Act, was passed i n  Ju l y  1980 and procl a i med on November 1st, 1980 . The i ntenti on 
of th i s  progr am  was to prov i de appropr i ate standards to ensure the safe hand l i n g, packagi n g, 
sh i pp i n g  and storage of dan gerous goods i n  rel at i o n to transport across Canada . Between 1980 and 
1982 the Northwest Terri tor i es and other prov i nc i al and federal juri sd i ct i ons met and eventual l y  
supported and passed prov i nci a l /terr i tor i a l  l eg i s l at i on . The Transportati on of Dan gerous Goods 
Ordi nance, passed i n  1982, was not proc l a i med at that t i me pendi ng deve l opment of federa l 
regu l ati ons that cou l d  be adopted by the prov i nces and Terri tori es as regu l ati o ns under the i r  
l eg i s l at i on and un i form prov i nc i a l ,  terri tori al and federal po l i c i es .  S i nce 1982 that devel opment 
has been on go i n g .  

T o  prov i de a one-w i ndow approach to matters that cou l d  affect the env i ronment, th i s  respons i b i i i ty 
was transferred to the Department of Renewab l e  Resources . No person years or do l l ars were attached 
to th i s  as Justi ce and Pub l i c  Serv i ces requ i rement to that date was to draft the ord i nance . No 
i nspectors were requ i red . Over the past three or four months the po l l ut i on contro l di v i s i on has 
been work i n g  w i th the federa l government to determi ne the di v i s i on of respons i b i l i t i es .  Renewab l e  
Resources i s  attempti ng to do as much of thi s  work as can be negot i ated . The manpower request and 
fundi n g  is modest compared to what we understand the federal government pl an ned, 1 3  person years . 
Our approach i s  to move sl ow l y  but thoroughl y  i nto thi s  f i e l d  and on l y  request staff and do l l ars as 
requi red to mai nta i n a proper l evel of serv i ce i n  thi s area . The federal act and regu l ati ons are 
to be compl etel y i n  p l ace by Ju l y  1st, 1985 . 

In order to comp l y  w i th federa l /terri tori al agreements, the terri tori al ordi nance shou l d  be 
proc l a i med at that ti me too, and adopt the federal regu l ati ons as terri tori a l to comp l ete 
coverage . The federal government i nten ds to en force the l eg i s l ati on starti n g  Ju l y  1st, 1985. Ma ny 
juri sdi cti ons, i nc l udi n g  the Northwest Terr i tor i es, are aski n g  that the leg i s l at i on be sl ow l y  
en forced over a peri od of s i x  months . Dur i ng thi s  year the pub l ic and i ndustri es affected w i l l  be 
made aware of the program and its impacts . The department is currentl y rev i ew i n g  the ex i sti ng  
l eg i s l at i on and propos i n g  amendments that w i l l  br i ng i t  up to prov i nc i a l standards regardi n g  
sh i ppers, handl i n g and offeri n g  to transport . Th i s  effort w i l l  be part of a compl ete env i ronmental  
packa ge bei ng prepared for the fal l sessi on .  A federa l /terr i tor i al agreement i s  a l so be i ng worked 
on that wi l l  fi nal i ze the di v i s i on of labour . The department i s  seeki n g  add i t i onal fundi n g  from 
the federal government . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Ms Courn oyea . Just to c l ari fy the poi nt w i th regard to M i n i sters' 
statements, your Rul e  21, " O n  Mi n i sters' statements as l i sted i n  Rul e 20 (1 ) and ( 2 ) , a Mi n i ster may 
make a short factual statement of government pol i cy . " Item 3, are there any further M i n i sters' 
statements? Mr . McLaughl i n .  

M i n i ster's Statement O n  Proposed New Menta l Hea l th Act 

HON .  BRUCE McLAUGH LIN: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . At the appropri ate ti me, l ater today, I wi l l  tab l e  
the proposed new Menta l Hea l th Act . The, purpose of thi s  b i l l  i s  to prov i de a l egal framework for 
the vo l untary and i nvol untary comm i tta l of mental l y  di sordered persons ; to estab l i sh the vo l untary 
and i nvol untary comm i ttal procedure ; to state the c i v i l r i ghts of a mental l y  d i sordered person ; and 
to repeal the present Mental Hea l th Act . 
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Mr . Speak er , t h e  government department s conc erned and sev eral terri tor i a l  org ani zat i ons hav e been 
c ons u l t ed by t h e  De partment s of Hea l t h  and J ust i ce and P u b l i c  Serv i ces . The l e g i s l at i on i s  be i ng 
tab l ed at th i s  t i me i n  order to g i v e  t h e  genera l pu b l i c  the  opport uni ty t o  part i c i pate i n  the  
rev i ew of  t h i s  l eg i s l at i on by  the  s tandi ng c ommi ttee  on l e g i s l at i on of t h i s Ho u s e . The  government 
i nt ends to advanc e t h e  proposed new Mental  Heal th  Act as a b i l l  dur i ng the  J une sessi on i n  Rank i n  
In l et . Thank y o u ,  Mr . Speaker . 

MR . S P EAKER : Thank you , Mr . Mi ni ster .  Are t h ere any furt h er M i ni s t ers ' s tatement s ?  I t em 4 ,  ora l  
q u est i ons . Mr . P u d l u k . 

IT E M  4 :  ORAL QUEST I ONS 

Q u e s t i on 1 6 6 -85 ( 1 ) : Gr i se F i ord Re s i dents ' Ret urn To Nort h ern Qu ebec 

MR . P U DLUK : ( Trans l at i on)  Thank yo u ,  Mr . Speaker . The  peop l e  of Gr i s e F i ord , hav e not h eard i f  
t h ey w i l l  be go i ng bac k t o  t h e i r  o l d  post i n  nort h ern Quebec . I am q o i ng to ask  of the  M i ni s t er of 
Local  Gov ernment i f  that i s  t h e  case . 

Q u e s t i on 16 7 -85 ( 1 ) : Recreat i on Fac i l i t i es I n  Gr i se F i ord 

I want to know wh ethe r they are go i ng to start construc t i ng recreat i on fac i l i t i es in Gr i s e F i ord . 
Are t h ey go i ng to start the  recreat i on fac i l i t i es i n  Gr i se F i ord? 

MR . S P E AKER : Mr . M i ni ster .  

Return T o  Quest i on 1 66 - 85 ( 1 ) : Gri s e  F i ord Res i dent s ' Ret urn To Nort h ern Quebec  

HON . N I CK S I BBESTON : Mr . Speaker,  on t h e  q ue s t i on of  t h e  re s i dent s of Gr i se F i ord about  s ome of 
t h e  res i dent s i ndi cat i ng interest in mov i n g away from Gr i s e F i ord poss i b l y  bac k  to nort h ern Quebec 
wh ere I be l i eve some of the  res i dent s had or i g i nal l y  come from , I have a report from my de partment 
wh i c h i nd i cates t hat general l y  the members of the  sett l ement counc i l  rec ent l y i ndi cated that Gri s e 
F i ord i s  and s h o u l d  remain  a permanent c ommuni ty .  I understand t hat the mat t er was rai sed at a 
meet i ng wi t h  federa l  government re cent l y  i n  Ottawa but my department i s  unab l e  to det erm i ne t h e  
prec i se nat ure and ext ent o f  the  di s c u s s i ons h e l d  w i th  federal off i c i al s . S o  a t  t h i s po i nt I am of 
t h e  v i ew t hat the communi ty of Gr i s e F i ord wi l l  cont i nue . 

Return To Q u e s t i on 1 6 7 -85 ( 1 ) :  Recreat i on Fac i l i t i e s I n  Gr i se F i ord 

I am p l eas ed to i nd i cat e to the Member that the Execut i v e Counc i l  recent l y  dec i ded that t hey wi l l  
be ab l e  to prov i de Gr i se F i ord w it h  a c ommuni ty hal l t h i s  c omi ng s u mmer . A l l deta i l s  and prec i se 
fi nanc i a l arrangement s hav e not been worked out but t h e  dec i s i on has been made to as s i s t the  
c omm uni ty wi th  a new c ommuni ty ha l l .  I am adv i sed by my off i c i al s t hat the mater i a l s  for t he hal l 
are to be trnnsported int o  Gr i s e F i ord t h i s s ummer and cons t ruc t i on start ed i n  t h e  fa l l .  

MR . SP EAKER : Thank yo u ,  Mr . Mi ni s t er .  Ora l quest i ons . Mr . Ap paqaq . 

Q u e s t i on 168-85 ( 1 ) :  L i cenc e F or Sani k i l uaq Radi o Stat i on 

MR . APPAQAQ : (Trans l at i on) My quest i on i s  di rected to the  Go v ernment Leader reqardi ng get t i ng 
l i c enc e s . On Marc h 1 4th  I sent a l etter o ut req ues t i ng a l i c ence to operate a rad i o  s tat i on.  I 
was to l d  tnat I wo u l d  get an answe r but to dat e  I hav e not rec e i v ed an answer . I want to know i f  
we w i l l  b e  permi tted t h i s l i c enc e to  operate a rad i o  stat i on .  

MR . S P EAKER : Mr . M i ni ster .  

HON. R I CHARD NERYSOO : Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I b e l i eve that I had a rep l y  done , b ut i f  I d i d  not 
g i v e  i t ,  t h en I wi l l  have to hav e a l ook  and see wh ere i t  i s .  I wi l l  rep l y  tomorrow . Thank yo u .  

MR . SPEAKER : Thank yo u ,  Mr . Mi ni ster . Yo u are tak i ng the  qu est i on as not i c e .  Are t h ere any 
furt h er oral  q ue s t i ons? Mr . T ' S e l e i e .  
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Questi on 16 9-85 ( 1 ) :  Status Of Abori gi nal Languages Agreement 

MR . T ' SELEIE: Thank you , Mr . Speaker . My questi on i s  for the Government Leader . Last year about 
thi s t i me,  th i s  government was i nvolved , i n  almost a frenzy , about the entrenchment of French and 
Engl i sh as off i c i al langua ges i n  the NWT . There was a speci al ses s i on called i n  June to deal wi th 
the whole subject of off i ci al status for those languages and as an abori gi nal Member of th i s  
As sembly , at the ti me I fe l t  that I really wa s bend i ng over backwards to accommodate the 
government's request i n  mak i ng French and Engl i sh off i c i al .  I agreed to i t  on the bas i s  that the 
federal government would be prov i d i ng some $16 m i ll i on over the next four years to th i s  government 
for the development of abori g i nal languages . I would just l i ke to hear from the Government Leader 
the present status of those negoti ati ons . 

M R . SPEAKER :  Mr . M i ni ster . 

Return To Questi on 16 9-85 ( 1 ) :  Status Of  Abori gi nal Languages Agreement 

HON . RICHAR D  NERYSOO: Thank you , Mr . Speaker . Just to i ndi cate that the negot i ati ons are over , 
the agreement i s  i n  place . What I have requested from the honourable Member a number of ti mes i s  
to rev i ew some of the suggest i ons we are mak i ng .  S i nce the last ses s i on I have had an opportun i ty 
to meet w i th the pres i dent of the Dene Nati on, request i ng h i s i nput i nto the di rect i on that we w i sh 
to go . I have not yet recei ved a response from that i nd i v i dual . The honpurable Member knows that 
what I am tryi ng to do i s  to ensure that there i s  a publ i c  proces s  that allows s ome di recti on from 
the general publ i c  of the NWT on the di recti on we wi sh to go i n  the development of languages . I 
s t i ll feel that i s  the route to go . 

On the other hand, the honourable gentleman should al so know that there are programs in exi stence , 
and I have sa i d  th i s before , that I do not wi sh those programs to end on March 31 , 1 985 . I wi sh to 
ma i nta i n  those programs . We are qo i ng to develop a proposal and subm i t  to the federal government 
the appropr i ate documentat i on so that we can get the neces sary f i nanc i ng and my calculati ons show 
that it i s  $996 , 000  to run all the programs that are in exi stence now and to complete part of the 
program i n  publ i cat i on of mater i als that i s  already prepared to be publ i shed . 

Now , that i s  one element . The other element i s  to i mprove the i nterpreter/communi cator program for 
the GNWT ,  and as well , to have a proper fac i l i ty that would allow for the tra i ni ng of any 
i nterpreter/communi cator trai nees or those i ndi v i duals parti c i pati ng .  At the moment in government 
or anywhere i n  the West, we do not have a proper fac i l i ty to allow for that tra i n i ng to go on 
w i thout caus i ng di ff i cult i es . So , wi th the honourable M i ni ster respons i ble for Informati on,  Ms 
Cournoyea, we are developi ng a submi s s i on to deal wi th that part i cular i s sue as well . As well , we 
are look i ng at add i t i onal i nterpreter/communi cators to recru i t .  We are also ensur i nq that a number 
of teachers that are presently i n  pl ace that are i nvolved in teach i ng of languages , both i n  the 
E astern Arct i c  communi t i es and in the Western Arct i c  communi t i es , wi l l  be ma i nta i ned i n  the 
upcomi ng year . Bee ause as much as the program i n  i tself m i ght i nclude the development of the 
languages , there i s  al so an element that requ i res an ongo i ng educati onal element . That i s  the part 
that we wi sh to as well ma i nta i n , so we are try i ng to deal w i th th i s  i s sue . 

I must say , Mr . Speaker , that we d i d  not spend any of the one m i ll i on dol l ars that was as s i gned for 
1984-85 . However we di d -- and gi ve cred i t  to the Executi ve Counc i l  -- spend another $100 , 000 on 
the Nati ve Commun i cat i ons Soc i ety to put i nto place , i n  Dene communi ti es ,  fac i l i t i es that are 
capable of handli ng rad i o programs in the Dene languages to seven commun i ti es . So , we di d spend 
extra money . It has noth i ng to do wi th the abori g i nal languages agreement so wh i le we d i d  not 
spend that money , we are always spend i ng money i n  a number of areas . Thank you , Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr . T ' Sele i e ,  a supplementary . 

Supplementary To Quest i on 169-85 ( 1 ) :  Status Of Abor i gi nal Languages Agreement 

MR . T ' SELEIE: Mr . Speaker , i f  Members wi ll recall dur i ng the language debate , the Leader had 
quoted to us that we would rece i ve from the federal government, four m i ll i on dollars thi s  year , 
f our m i ll i on dollars the next,  etc . � would li ke to know from h i m  what the status of tho se dollars 
are and whether or not it i s  the GNWT that i s  payi ng for the entrenchment of Engli sh and French or 
abor i g i nal languages or whether that i s  pa i d  for by the federa l government . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Nerysoo . 
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F u rth er  Return To Qu estion 169-85 ( 1 ) :  Status Of Aborigina l Languages Agre ement 

HON . R I CHARD NE RYSOO : Thank you , Mr . Speak e r . I wi l l  repeat th i s  one mor e  time . The $ 1 6  m i l l ion 
i s  assoc i ated di rectl y w i th abor i ginal l ang uages . There i s  no money in th e $16  mi l l ion that dea l s  

· w i th Frenc h and Eng l ish and th e ag reement i tse l f , i t  was very c l ear that any addit i onal moneys that 
are assoc i ated to the i mp l ementat i on of French in the Northwest Territories or F r ench se rvices wil l 
be total l y  pa i d  by the fede ra l gov ernment . That is th e ag reement . The  $ 1 6  mil l i on i s  associated 
d i r e c t l y  to abor i g i nal l ang uages .  I must a l so i nd i cate that there has been a c ommunication with 
me , that th e fede ra l government i s  pr epared to l i v e wi th th e aq r eement itse l f  and to prov i de the 
nec essary f i nanc i al comm i tments that are there but I have not rec e i v ed a written c opy of that 
part i c u l ar comm i tment . I was to l d  that that wou l d  be com i ng but I hav e not rec eiv ed it as of 
today , as of r i ght now . Aga i n, I i nd i cate to you that t h e  $16  mi l l ion i s  not associated with the  
prov i s i on of  Frenc h and Eng l i sh .  I sa i d  that before and I wi l l  say it again , it is part of the 
agre ement, you have a copy of th e agreement and i f  you r ead the doc ument at ion you wi 1 1  see that 
they wi 1 1  pay tota l cost assoc i ated to French and Eng 1 i sh . 

MR . SP EAKER : Thank you , Mr . Mi ni ster . Ora l quest i ons . Mr . Pani l oo .  

Qu esti on 1 70-85 ( 1 ) : Honorar i ums To Hous i ng Assoc i ati on Boards O f  D i r ectors 

MR . PAIH LOO : ( Trans l ati on) Thank you , Mr . Speak er . I am go i ng to di r ect this to th e Minister  
respons i b l e for Housi ng .  I am go i ng to c l ar i fy what i t  i s  f i rst . The hous i ng associati ons in th e 
communi ties hav e been g i v en $5000 for th e board of di rectors . Now i t  has been rai sed up to $ 7 240 . 
Th ey have been conc erned about the fundi ng that th ey have been prov i ded w i th and the fact that th ey 
hav e run th i s  by th emse l v es , for use by th emse l ves .  Th e pr esi dent of the board of di r ectors wou l d  
get $33 a month . I am just wonder i ng i f  the board of d i r ectors cou l d  r un th eir own financial 
operati ons . That i s  my questi on . I want them to run th e i r  own i n  the community , the board of 
dir ectors of the housi ng assoc i at i ons i n  th e c ommuni ti es . Thank you .  

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . M i ni ster . 

R etu rn To Questi on 1 70-85 ( 1 ) : Honorar i ums To Housing Assoc i ati on Boards O f  Dir ectors 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I am aware of the prob l ems . However , the subject 
r e v o l ves aro und th e hono rar i ums pa i d  to the board of di r ectors of ho using assoc i ati ons and those 
rates are set by the board of d i r ectors of th e Hous i ng Cor poration, just as the exec utive for eac h 
boar d i n  the Northwest Terr i  tor i  es sets the rates i n  terms of honorar i  urns . There i s  conc ern from 
some c ommuni t i es that the honorar i ums are not enoug h ,  so I have taken the comments and the l etters 
that I hav e rec e i v ed on th i s  subject and I hav e passed them to the chai rman of the board of 
dir ectors, Mr . Gary Jaeb , and I have ask ed the Northwest Ter r i tories Housing Cor porati on to 
re- e xam i ne th e honorar i ums po l icy at th e i r  next board meeti ng i n  April . I wou l d  tr ust that 
probab l y  by th e J une sess i on I wil l be ab l e  to g i ve the Member an answer in terms of whether we ar e 
wi l l i ng to readjust some of th e honorar i ums . Som e of the ho using associations want a substantial 
inc rease in the money that the i r  board of dir ectors is pa i d  and we are go i ng to have to take a l ook 
at i t ,  Mr . Speak er . Thank yo u .  

MR . SP EAKER : Thank yo u , Mr . Mi ni ster . Ora l  questi ons .  Mr . Pani l oo .  

Qu esti on 1 7 1 -85 ( 1 ) :  F u l l -T i me Pos i t i ons For Soc i a l  Work ers 

MR . PAN I LOO : ( Trans l ati on ) Thank yo u ,  Mr . Speak er . My next quest i on i s  to th e Mi nister of Social 
Se rv ices . I have rai sed th i s  q uest i on before . The soc i al work emp l oyees i n  the r eg i ons have some 
pr ob l ems in that th ey wer e  onl y al l owed to wor k  fo ur hours a day ,  at the t i me wh en I got e l ected . 
You i ncreased the work i ng hours up unti l Apr i l .  I am just wonder i ng i f  you are go i ng to keep up 
these wor k i ng hours , e i ght hours a day . I hav e some pr ob l ems on th i s  regarding the Young Offenders 
Act , because soc i al wor kers have be en h e l p i ng us a l ot in the settl ements . A l so handicap ped peop l e  
or d i st urbed peop l e  hav e been he l ped by the social work e rs in th e community . Thank yo u .  

MR . SP EAKER : Mr . Mi ni ster . 
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Retur n  To Quest i on 1 7 1 -85 ( 1 ) :  Full-T i me Posi t i ons For Soci al Wo rkers 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHLIN :  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . The department i tself was concerned when we were 
o nly hav i n g  soc i al workers i n  the commun i t i es as half-t i me posi t i ons because we found that people 
would not stay wi th the job and that caused us di ff i cult i es as well, so that i s  why we made those 
pos i t i ons i n to full-t i me pos i t i ons.  It i s  our i ntent i on to keep i t  that way and one of the 
cont r i but i n g  factors fo r us bei n g able to do that i s  the fact that the Youn g O ffenders Ord i nance i s  
comi ng  i nto effect and w i  1 1  cause more dut i es for soc i al workers . So the answer i s  yes, Mr . 
Speaker, those soc i al workers wi ll co nt i nue as full- t i me employees wo rki n g  full ei ght hour days 
now . 

MR . SPEAKER : Oral quest i ons . Mr . Appaqaq . 

Quest i on 1 7 2-85 ( 1 ) : Reply To Quest i on O n  Radi o Stat i on L i cence For San i k i luaq 

MR .  APPAQAQ : My f i rst quest i on was not understood by the M i n i ster . I w i ll d i rect t h i s  quest i on t o  
the Gover nment Leader . When we di scussed i ssu i n g  l i cences, I talked about the document I brought 
along  fr om San i k i luaq .  It was dated March 14th and I had wr i tten a let ter request i ng to g i ve me a 
let ter befo re I leave Yellowkn i fe .  I have been wa i t i n g fo r that document because I have to phone 
the local r ad i o  stat i on i n  our commun i ty .  I would l i ke to have an answer somet i me i n  the future . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . M i n i ster . 

Return To Quest i on 172-85 ( 1 ) :  Reply To Quest i on O n  Rad i o Stat i o n L i cence For San i k i luaq 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO :  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . Yes, I w i ll prov i de an answer as qui ckly as I can . 

MR . SPEAKER : The quest i on has been taken as n ot i ce .  O ral quest i o ns .  

Item 5,  wr i tten quest i ons.  Mr . T ' Sele i e .  

MR . T'SELEIE : Mr . Speaker, I can not ask my wr i tten quest i o n, I w i ll ask i t  another day . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . T ' Sele i e .  Wr i tten quest i ons . Item 6, retur ns.  Mr . Pat terson . 

ITEM 6 :  RETURNS 

Retur n To Quest i on 157-85 ( 1 ) :  Drop-Out Rate At Thebacha College 

HON. lJENNIS  PATTER SON:  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I h ave a return to an o ral quest i on asked by Mrs.  
Lawrence, March 18th, respect i n g student drop- outs at  Thebacha College . 

S i nce the fall of 1 984, a total of 20 students have dropped out of the academ i c  stud i es or 
upgrad i ng pr o grams . The total populat i on of students i n  th is  area i s  84 . Whenever poss i ble, 
counsellors meet wi th students who drop out , or have i ntent i ons of leav i n g  pro grams, to determ i ne 
reasons and to pr ov i de ass i stance wh i ch mi ght allow the student to rema i n  i n  the pr o gram. No major 
changes have been made i n  these college pro grams over the past two years . Students who enter the 
college and who w i sh to en rol i n  cer t i f i cate or di ploma programs are tested to determi ne whether 
they have all the requ i red en try sk i lls . In si tuat i ons where students lack entry requi rements, 
they are placed i n  the academ ic stud i es programs to obta i n  academ ic upgrad i ng i n  those areas where 
they exhi b i t weaknesses . Wh i le the college does exper i ence si gn i f i cant tur nover levels i n  these 
upgrad i ng  pr ograms, the system has resulted i n  a much h i gher success rate for those students who 
are presently en rolled i n  di ploma pr o grams . Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . M i n i ster . Are there any fur ther retur ns? Ms Cournoyea . 

Further Return To Quest i on 59-85 ( 1 ) : Ownersh i p  O f  Outpost Camp Cab i ns 

HON . NELLIE COURNOYEA : Thank you, Mr . Speake'r .  I have a retur n to an oral Quest i on 59 -85 ( 1 ) .  It 
was asked by Mr . Erkloo on February 12, 1985, regard i n g ownersh i p  of outpost camps . 

The Department of Renewable Resources has a lon g-stand i ng pol i cy of agreement wh i ch g i ves the 
hunters and trappers assoc i at i ons authori ty to reassi gn the use of government - funded outpost camps 
wh i ch have been or are bei ng  abandoned by the occupants . The hunters and t rappers assoc i at i ons may 
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ass i gn these camps to fam i l i es or groups i nterested i n  part i c i pati ng i n  the outpost camp program, 
or i t  can author i ze the use of these camps as short-term hunti ng camps . The hunters and trappers 
assoc i ati ons have the l ocal  author i ty to refuse the use of government- funded outpost camps for any 
other purpose than the i ni t i al i ntent, or for use by c ommuni ty members of the assoc i at i on .  

MR . SP EAK ER: Thank you . Are there any further returns? Mr . Butters . 

Return To Questi on 108-85 ( 1 ) :  Typewr i ters For Ham l ets And Adu l t  Educat i on Centres 

HON . TOM BUTTER S :  Mr . Speaker, return to ora l Quest i on 108-85 ( 1 ) ,  asked by Mr . Erk l oo on February 
20th . 

The honourab l e  Member i nd i cated the need i n  hi s communi ti es for sy l l ab i c typewri ters and requested 
ass i stance to i dent i fy a source where IBM sy l l ab i c  e l ements and typewr i ters us i ng such e l ements 
m i ght be obta i ned . Research by my departmental of fi c i a l s has determ i ned that the Government of the 
NWT i s  beg i nni ng to use new typewr i ters supp l i ed by Xerox Canada, a c ompany wh i ch i nc i dental l y  i s  
a l so deve l op i ng a new sy l l ab i c  pr i nt whee l for use for the company 1 s typewr i ters . S i nce the 
ab i l i ty to transcr i be sy l l ab i cs i s  so i mportant to the Baff i n  reg i onal off i ce, every Sel ectr i c 
sy l l ab i cs mach i ne we possess i s  i n  h i gh demand to the po i nt that equ i pment requ i r i ng repa i r  i s  
f l own out to Montreal for ma i ntenance and correcti on. Therefore regrettab l y  at the present t i me 
there are no sy l l ab i c  el ement equi pped Se l ectr i c I I  typewr i ters surpl us to our needs . However, I 
wou l d  assure the Member that I w i l l  adv i se reg i onal off i c i a l s  that when such equi pment bec omes 
avai l ab l e  for di sposa l that the commun i ty requ i rements i denti fi ed by the honourab l e  Member wi l l  be 
g i ven pr i or i ty cons i derat i on .  

The Member m i ght a l so f i nd he l pfu l the i nformat i on that recondi ti oned I BM typewr i ters are ava i l ab l e 
at $ 1 200 per uni t  from Superi or Busi ness Mach i nes, 449  St . Hel en 1 s Street, Montreal ,  Quebec ,  H2Y 
2K9 . Phone 51 4-84 2-1 744 . And sy l l ab i c  e l ements are ava i l ab l e  from G . W .  Busi ness Mach i nes Ltd . ,  
Box 24 29, Ye l l owkni fe, NWT, X l A  2P8 .  Phone 403-8 7 3-5880, for approx i mate l y  $29 . 1 7 per el ement . 
The Member a l ready has a c opy of th i s  and the addresses thereon . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAK ER: Thank you . Any further returns? Mr . Cur l ey .  

Return T o  Questi on 1 4 3 -85 ( 1 ) :  Sew i ng Centre, Hal l Beach 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: ( Transl ati on )  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . Th i s  i s  a return to Questi on 14 3-85 ( 1 ) . 
Th i s  questi on was asked by E l i jah Erk l oo on March 1 4, 1 985, concerni ng the Ha l l  Beach sewi ng 
centre . 

Our area ec onom i c  devel opment off i cer from I g l oo l i k  has had recent d i scussi ons w i th some of the 
Ha l l Beach res i dents who are i nterested i n  react i vati ng the sewi ng centre . Apparentl y  the 
i nd i v i dua l s  concerned are assemb l i ng a l i st of equi pment and supp l i es needed to start the sew i ng 
centre once aga i n .  Apparent l y  a bu i l di ng i s  ava i l ab l e .  The department wou l d l i ke to assi st i n  
whatever way i t  can to get the centre react i vated . However, many of these centres are estab l i shed 
us i ng federa l j ob creati on funds that are no l onger ava i l ab l e .  At the present t i me i t  appears that 
i f  sew i ng centres are to be re-estab l i shed i t  w i l l  be necessary for the producers to work at 
p i ecework rates wi th perhaps a sponsor such as the muni c i pa l i ty prov i d i ng space and uti l i t i es .  My 
department can ass i st in  prov i d i ng funds for equi pment and start-up mater i a ls  as wel l as prov i d i ng 
producti on and market i ng advi ce .  We are comm i tted to work i ng al ong these l i nes wi th the peop l e  of 
Ha l l Beach . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . M i ni ster . Any further returns? 

I tem 7, peti t i ons . Any peti t i ons today? 

I tem 8, reports of stand i ng and spec i al comm i ttees . Item 9, tabl i ng of documents . Mr . Pud l uk .  

I T EM 9 :  TABL ING O F  DOCUMENT, S 

MR . PUDLUK: Tab l ed Document 56 -85 ( 1 ) ,  a l etter from the muni c i pa l i ty of Arct i c  Bay, NWT, addressed 
to me regardi ng the Nunavut boundary . Mr . Speaker, i f  you wi l l  al l ow me, i t  i s  a very short l ette� 
and I wou l d  l i ke to read i t .  1 1 The counc i l  at a meet i ng on the 1 2th of March has agreed to supper 
your pos i ti on on the Nunavut boundary i ssue . The counc i l  i s  strongl y  of the op i ni on that th 
peop l e  of K i t i kmeot and Beaufort reg i ons shou l d  be a l l owed to vo i ce the i r  opi n i ons i n  a democrati 
fash i on to determ i ne wh i ch port i on of the NWT they wi sh to be part of . 1 1  Thank you . 
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MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Pud l uk .  Tab l i n g of documents . Mr . McLau gh l i n . 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Yes, thank you, Mr . Speaker . I w i sh to tab l e  the fo l l ow i n g  document: 
Tab l ed Document 57-85 (1 ) ,  the proposed new Mental Heal th Act and a summary i n  Inukti tut . Thank 
you . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Mi n i ster . Tab l i n g of documents . Mr . Nerysoo .  

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I w i sh to tab l e  the fo l l ow i n g  document: Tab l ed 
Document 58-85 ( 1 ) ,  Second An nual Report for F i  sea l Year End i n g  June 3 0th, 1984, the Northwest 
Terri tor i es Law Foun dati on . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Mi n i ster . Tab l i n g of documents . Ms Cournoyea . 

HON . NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr . Speaker, I wi sh to tab l e  the fo l l ow i n g  document: Tab l ed Document 
59-85 (1 ) ,  a l etter from the pres i dent of CO PE to the Hon .  R i chard Nerysoo, dated March 14, 1985, 
regard i n g  the estab l i shment of a Western Arct i c  reg i onal mun i c i pa l i ty .  

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you . Tab l i n g of documents . Mr . Cur l ey .  

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . Mr . Speaker, have three documents that I wou l d  l i ke 
to tab l e .  The f i rst one i s  Tab l ed Document 60-85 ( 1 ) ,  regu l ati ons to the Bus i ness Loans and 
Guarantees Ordi nance . You want me to read them? 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Read i t  out . Read i t  a l l out . 

---Laughter 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: Can I have unan i mous consent to proceed? Mr . Speaker, I w i sh to tab l e  the 
fo l l ow i ng  document: Tab l ed Document 61-85 ( 1 ) ,  Government of the Northwest Terr i tori es Response to 
the Beaufort Sea Env i ronmental  Assessment Panel  Report, January 1985 . 

Mr . Speaker, i f  I may I woul d l i ke to tab l e  the l ast document . Tab l ed Document 62-85 ( 1 ) ,  a copy of 
a l etter addressed to the chai rman of the Nunavut Consti tuti onal Forum from WCF members . And i f  
you woul d a l l ow me, i t  i s  on l y  a page and a hal f, I wou l d l i ke to read i t  for the record . 

MR . SPEAKER: The prob l em wi th al l ow i n g  tab l ed documents i s  length . Do we have unan i mous consent? 
It is a page and a hal f .  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

MR . SPEAKER: Are there any nays? Sorry, Mr . Cur l ey .  Are there any further tab l ed documents? 
Item 10, noti ces of moti on . Mr . Bal l antyne . 

ITEM 10: NOTICES OF  MOTION 

Noti ce Of Mot i on  14 -85 ( 1 ) :  Standi ng Commi ttee O n  Fi nance Report 

MR . BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I g i v e  noti ce that on Monday, March 25th, I wi l l  move the 
fo l l ow i n g  mot i on:  I move, seco nded by the ho nourab l e  Member for Hi gh Arcti c, that the report of 
the standi n g  comm i ttee on fi nance on the rev i ew of the 1985-86 ma i n  esti mates be recei ved and 
adopted . At the appropri ate t i me today I w i l l  be seek i ng  unan i mous consent to deal w i th th i s  
moti on . Thank you . 

MR . SP EAKER: Thank you . Noti ces of moti on . Mr . Wray . 

Noti ce O f  Mot i on  15-85 (1 ) :  NWT Housi ng Coporati on Appo i ntment 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I g i ve noti ce on Monday, March 25th, I wi l l  move, 
seconded by the honourab l e  Member for Pi ne Po i nt, that th i s  House recommend the reappo i ntment of 
Mr . Charl es Haogak to the Board of Di rectors of the NWT Housi ng  Corporati on,  and further, that the 
appo i ntment be for a per i od of three years . 
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HON. DENNI S PATTERSON: Is that your personal choice? 

---Laughter 

Notice Of Motion 1 6-85(1):  NWT Workers' Compensation B o ard Appointments 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I have another one, Mr. Speaker. I give notice that on Mond ay, March 25th, I 
will move ,  seconded by the honourable Member for Pine Point, that this House recommend to the 
Commissioner the reappointment of Messrs. Bryan Roberts and J ohn Todd  to the NWT Workers ' 
Compensation Bo ard, and further, that the appointments be for a period of two years . Mr . Speaker, 
I will ask for unanimous consent at the appropriate time to deal with these motions . Thank you . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motion. Mr. McCallum . 

Notice Of Motion 17-85(1): Motion Of Appreciation F or M arion Reaburn 

MR. Mc CALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Mond ay, March 25th I wi 1 1  move  a motion asking 
this House to express appreciation to Mrs. M arion Reaburn for her 1 3  years of valuable service with 
the H ansard operation of this Assembly. Later on in the afternoon I will ask for un animous 
consent. 

MR. SP EAKER: Thank you. 
first reading of bills . 

Notices of mot i on. 
Mr. McLaughlin. 

Any further notices of motion? Notices of motion for 

ITEM 1 1: NOTICES OF MOTION FOR FIRST READING OF BILLS 

Notice of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 4-85(1): Young Offenders Act 

HO I�. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. give notice that on Mond ay, March 25th I shall 
move that Bill 4-85(1) ,  An Act to Amend the Young Offenders Act, be read for the first time . Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motion for first reading of bills. Item 1 2, motions . Mr . 
B al l antyne. 

ITEM 12: MOTIONS 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want to emphasize I would have let Mr . Curley read his 
letter. 

-- -Laughter 

I ask unanimous consent of this House to de al with the motion concerning the report of the standing 
committee on finance. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Unanimous consent is being requested . Are there any nays? Proceed, Mr. B allantyne. 

Motion 1 4-85(1) :  Standing Committee On Finance Report 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Mr . Speaker: 

I MOV E ,  seconded by the honour able Member for High Arctic, that the report of the standing 
committee on finance on the review of the 1 985-86 main estimates be received and adopted. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your motion is in order. To the motion. Mr . Ballantyne. 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you. 

MR. McCALLUM : bet. 

wil l be very brief . 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Ok ay, what would li ke to do at this point in time is thank again the Members of 
my committee and the staff for the hard work they put into preparing this report . I hope that the 
Executive and the Assembly perceive it as a working document and look at it. I think there are 
some interesting ideas there that could help in  the fulfilment of their role as a government. 
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I al so wou l d  l i ke to thank Mr. Butters for h i s co- operati on dur i n g the pr ocess and thanks to Mr. 
N i el sen and Mr. Aumond. And I wou l d  l i ke to g i ve a very spec i al thanks to Mr . Stewart, who went, 
thr ough th i ck and th i n , through al l the stand i n g  comm i ttee on fi nance meeti n gs. We appreci ated 
the i r  support and w i thout thei r support i t  wou l d  have been d i ff i cu l t  to fu l f i l  our mandate. Thank 
you. 

MR. SP EAKER : Quest i on be i n g ca l l ed. Pardon me. Mr. Cur l ey. Excuse me, Mr. Cur l ey. I am i n  
er ror. I shou l d  have asked the seconder and he has i nd i cated he w i shes to speak . Mr . Pud l uk. 

MR. PUDLUK: Mr. Speaker, I do not have any comments. I am ready for the quest i on. Thank you. 

MR. SP E AK ER: To the moti on, Mr. Cur l ey. 

Amendment To Moti on 14-85 ( 1 ) 

HON. TAGAK CUR LEY: I am i n  favour of the moti on but I wou 1 d 1 i ke to remove the 1 ast word and 
i nsert the fo l l owi n g  words: " be moved i nto the comm i ttee of the who l e  for further consi derati on " . 

MR. SPEAKER: Sorry, Mr. Cur l ey. Your amendment i s  out of order. You can on l y  do certa i n  th i n gs 
w i th thi s  moti on. You can not move it i nto comm i ttee of the who l e. You can oppose i t. Just one 
second, I wi  1 1  gi ve you al l of them here. I have for gotten two of them . Pardon me, you can adopt 
i t, reject i t  or send it back to the commi ttee but you can not put it i n to comm i ttee of the who l e  
when i t  i s  wr i tten i n  th i s  nature. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I wou l d l i ke to make an amendment wh i ch I suggest i s  acceptab l e  and 
that i s  that the words, 1

1 and adopted" be de 1 eted and the words, 1 1  and cons i dered 1 1

, put i n  thei r 
p l ace. 

MR. SP EAKER: Mr . Cur l ey, I must apo l og i ze to you. Our ru l es perm i t  a report fr om the standi n g  or 
. spec i al commi ttees to be adopted by the Assemb l y  or it may be refer red to the comm i ttee of the 
who l e  or back to the comm i t  tee wh i ch presented i t. It is Beauchesne that has the other ru l i n g. 
Our ru l es supersede Beauchesne i n  thi s  matter so your amendment i s  i n  order, Mr. Cur l ey. I 
apo l ogi ze. To the moti on as amen ded by Mr. Cur l ey. The moti on i s  amended by dropp i n g  the word 
" adopted" and "be moved i nto commi ttee of the whol e" has been added. Mr. Pud l uk. 

MR. PUDLUK: There seem to be two moti ons r i ght now. You accepted the fi rst one now, how about the 
second one? 

AN HON. MEMBER:  T i me is up. 

MR. PUDLUK: Oh, come on! 

MR. SP EAKER: I am sorry. The Cha i r  er red and apo l og i zes to the House. We are not i nfa l l i b l e  and 
we have just done adm i tti ng i t. There are two ru l es on the matter but our ru l es state that you can 
do what Mr. Cur l ey wanted to do, so therefore hi s mot i on was the fi rst moti on and it has to be 
hand l ed f i rst. To the mot i on as amended, Mr . Cur l ey. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: P o i nt of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: Po i nt of order. 

MR. MacQUARRIE:  Cou l d  the moti on as it now stands now be read p l ease? 

MR. SP E AK ER: Yes. I g i v..e not i ce that on Fr i day -- that i s  the or i g i nal moti on but that, by 
unan i mous consent, has been granted to deal  wi th today and the moti on reads: I move, seconded by 
the honourab l e  Member for Hi gh Arctic, that the report of the standi ng comm i ttee on f i nance on the 
rev i ew of the 1 985-86 mai n esti mates be rece i ved and be moved i nto comm i ttee of the who l e. Mr. 
Cur l ey, it is your amendment. Do you w i sh to speak? To the amen dment. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, very br i ef l y. I w i sh to note here that I have no 
d i sagreement whatsoever wi th the report, I thi nk the comm i ttee shou l d  be commended for the 
excel l ent job and very wel l -- I do not know whether I want to cal l i t  a ti me l y  report but we take 
i t  ser i ous l y. I th i nk there are recommendati ons wh i ch some Mi n i sters wou l d l i ke to respond to. 

. I 
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The very fact t h at they di d not h ave an opportun i ty t o  respond to t he report  as thei r es t i mates 
were de a l t  wi t h  i s  why I woul d l i ke to h ave an opportun i ty ,  more i n form a l l y , to just l ook at some 
of t he rec ommend at i ans  and then from there on I t h i nk we wi l l  h ave no prob l em i n  adopt i n g the 
report as f i n a l . Th ank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you . The seconder , Mr . Butters . Wou l d you c are to speak to i t , Mr . But ters? 

HON . TOM BUTTERS : No , Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you . To t he mot i o n .  Mr . M acQuar r i e .  Mr . M acQuar r i e  h ad h i s  h and up before 
the ot her Member . To the amendment . 

MR . MacQUARR I E :  Do I h ave t he fl oor? 

MR . SPEAK�R : You have the fl oor , Mr . MacQuarr i e .  

Amendment T o  Amendment To Mot i on 14-85 ( 1 )  

MR . M acQU AR R I E :  Th ank you , Mr . Speaker . I woul d pr opo se an amendment t o  the amendment and i t  
wou l d  read r i ght at t he end , " as t he f i rst i tem o f  bus i ness o n  Fr i d ay ,  M arc h 22nd 1 1

• 

MR . BAL LANTYNE : We c an d i s cuss i t  i n  det a i l tomo r row .  We c an di scuss i t  for t h ree or four days , 
i t  i s  no pr ob l em .  

MR . McCALLUM : St art i n g tomo rr ow mo rn i n g .  

MR . SPEAK E R : Your amendment to the amendmen t i s  i n  order . T o  the amendment t o  the amendment . 
Mr . M acQuar r i e .  

MR . M acQUARR I E :  Th ank you . Yes , just t o  s ay t h at I feel t h at i f  t he E xecut i ve C oun c i l  wants t o  
h ave a t ho rough l ook at t h at repo rt at th i s  t i me,  I fe ar t h at wi t h  the amendmen t th at Mr . Cur l ey 
made i t  woul d s i mp l y  be put to the end of t he bus i nes s i n  c omm i ttee of t he who l e  and,  of c ourse,  we 
mi ght  never see i t  agai n .  S i nce the Execut i ve Counc i l  wan ts  to ex am i ne i t  thorough l y  I wou l d  wan t 
to g i ve t hem t h at c h ance and the surest w ay to do i t  i s  to m ake i t  t he f i rst i tem of bus i nes s 
t omorrow when we go i n to  commi ttee of the wh o l e , Mr . Speaker . That i s  why i t  i s  i n  t he i nteres t ,  I 
t h i nk . Th i s  c ommi ttee wants to see i t  and the Execut i ve Coun c i l  wants  to see i t  done so I am jus t  
t ryi n g  t o  be . • .  

AN HON . MEMBER : A peacem aker . 

MR . MacQUARR I E :  Reconc i l ed peacemaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : am so rry , but wh o i s  your seconder - - of bei ng pe acemaker? Wh o was your sec onder 
at bei ng  on t he pe ace order? Mr . McC a l l um? 

AN HON. MEMBER : We di dn ' t  agree wi th  the o r i g i n al mot i on .  

MR . SPEAK ER : The amendment as amended . 

AN HON . MEMBER : Quest i on .  

MR . SPEAKER : Ques t i on be i n g c a l l ed .  Does somebody w i sh  a rec orded vote o r  was t h at j ust . . .  

SOME HON. MEMBERS : No . 

Amendment To Amendment To Mot i on 14-85 ( 1 ) , C ar r i ed 

MR . SPEAKER : A l l t h ose i n  fav our of t he amended as amended mot i on? Opposed,  i f  any? The mot i o n 
amended as amended h as been carr i ed .  The amendmen t to the amendment ha s been c ar r i ed .  

- - - C ar r i ed 

Now ,  t o  the amendment .  Are you ready fo r t he ques t i on? 
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AN HON. MEMBER : Question. 

MR. SPEAKER : A l l those in f avour of the amendment as amended? 

AN HON. MEMBER : Which one are we on? 

AN HON. MEMBER : I am lost. 

MR. SPEAKER : You think you are lost. You want to try it from here? 

MR. McCALLUM : Is this the amendment to the amendment ? 

MR. SPEAKER : Yes, that is right. It is voting to the amendment as amended. All those in favour ? 
Point of order. Mr. Patterson. 

HON .  DENNIS PATTERSON : I had my hand up before, Mr. Speaker. I would like to speak to the 
amendment to the motion. 

MR. SPEAKER : Proceed, Mr. Patterson. 

HON . DENNIS PATT ERSON : Yes, Mr. Speaker, I just would l i ke, lest there be misunderstanding , to 
explain why I support Mr. Curley ' s  amendment to a l low this report and its recommendations to be 
considered in committee of the whole. It is because I think that this House, and I am not saying 
necessarily the Executive Council ,  this Assembly, must be cautious about approving reports and 
recommend ations of the finance committee without debate. As I see it, Mr. Bal lantyne ' s  motion 
would  have seen us accepting the report and adopting a l l its recommendations without debate. 

AN HON. MEMBER : That's right. 

Debate On Recommendations In The Interest Of The House 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : The report was just presented yesterday and I think it is in the interest 
of this House that there be discussion on those recommendations. Mr. Speaker, I say this because I 
wel l reca l l the d ay in the Ninth Assembl y  and perhaps Mr. Ba l lantyne has been t aking l essons from 
Mrs . Sorensen, his predecessor as ch airman of the standing committee on finance -- and I say she 
did an excel l ent job in that capacity -- but in the Ninth Assembl y, I well recall the day Mrs. 
Sorensen stood up and read a report similar to that of Mr. Ballantyne's yesterday which cont ained 
significant recommendations including a recommendation that a public accounts committee be 
est ab l ished by this Legisl ature. She very quiet l y  moved acceptance and adoption of the 
recommendations in that report. As I rec all ,  this Assembly, without debate , accepted those 
recommend ations and in effect made some major decisions. I am just appealing to this Assembly that 
we should not accept recommendations -- wide-r anging recommendations, however meritorious they are, 
without debate, without careful consideration in committee of the whole. So that is why I support 
Mr. Curl ey ' s  amendment, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

MR. S PEAKER : Mr. Pud l uk. 

MR. PUDLUK : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am going to speak to the amendment as amended. Yesterday 
when this report was introduced, all the Ministers walked out. They did not want to hear it , 
except Tom Butters. 

AN HON. MEMBER : I was here. 

MR. PUDLUK : And they did not want us to re ad it in the House. 

AN HON. MEMBER : Point of privilege. 

MR. SPEAKER : Point of privilege, Mr. Patterson. 

Point Of Privi l ege 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Speaker, I was not only  here during every moment of the present ation of 
the standing committee on finance yesterday, but I l istened with rapt attention. Thank you . 
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AN HON . MEMBER : Po i nt of order . 

MR . SPEAKER : Po i nt of order . Mr . Cur l ey .  

HON . TAGAK CURLEY :  Mr . Speaker, I j ust want to i nd i cate that as the cha i rman of the fi nance 
comm i ttee read the report i nto the record, i t  was not ti me for the M i n i sters to respond to the 
report and therefore I th i n k the Member i s  mak i n g a statement that, you know -- a l l udi n g  to the 
fact that . . .  

MR . PUDLUK : Poi nt of order . 

HON .  TAGAK CURLEY :  . . .  that we  do not have any i ntere st i n  the report . We  do have . 

AN HON. MEMB E R :  Po i nt of order . 

MR . SPEAK'ER : One po i nt of order at a t i me and bas i cal l y, Mr . Cur l ey, you d i d  not have a po i nt of 
order . Mr . Pud l uk . You hav e to do wi th ru l e s . Okay, what i s  your po i nt of order? 

MR . PUULU K :  Than k you, Mr . Speaker . They kept sayi n g, 1 1 You are wa sti n g  our t ime and wasti ng  your 
ti me"  when we were readi ng th i s  report . Somebody was . But al so there were on l y  10 of us i n  the 
House,  that were l i sten i n g to al l of th i s  report . 

MR . SPEAKER : I am sorry, Mr . Pud l uk, that i s  not a po i nt of order . So, to the ffilendment, i f  you 
want to s peak to that now .  But that i s  not a po i nt of order . Now, s peak to the amen dment i f  you 
w i sh . 

MR . PUDLUK : That i s  what I am do i n g ri ght now .  

- - -Laughter 

I do not hav e very much to say any more . I am not go i n g  to support the amendment as amended . That 
i s  my po i nt .  

fvlR . SPEAKE R :  Thank you . The ame ndment a s  amended . Que sti on i s  be i ng ca l l ed .  Mr . Bal l antyne . 

MR . BALLANTYNE : I th i nk there i s  a l i ttl e b i t  of confus i on here as to what i s  happe n i n g .  I th i nk 
f i rst of al l there i s  a mi sunderstand i n g on the s i de of the Executi v e .  There are not speci f i c  
recomme ndati ons  here . What there are . . .  

MR . MacQUARR I E :  Formal recommendati on s . 

MR . BALLANTYNE : Formal recommendati on s . What they are are i s sues ,  i denti fyi ng both general i s sue s 
of gov ernment as a who l e  and speci f i c  i s sue s by department . I thi n k  we are spl i tt i n g  hai rs ,  Mr . 
Speaker, when we ta l k  ab out whether there shou l d  be moti on s .  I th i nk our ro l e  i s  to i denti fy to 
the Executi v e  certa i n  prob 1 em areas . So the fee l i n g of hav i n g thi s  moti on adopted was that the se 
areas have been i denti f i ed .  I have no prob l em  at al l w i th the concept of di scus s i ng them . I th i nk 
at any po i nt i n  the future once ev eryone  has had a ti me to l ook at it, I wou l d  be more than happy 
and I th i nk the commi ttee woul d, to s i t  down and di scus s some of the s e  concepts . On purpose we d i d  
not put them forward a s  recommendati on s .  S o  i n  adopti n g  the report i t  i s  the i deas and the i s sue s 
i denti f i ed i n  the report . So i t  i s  not as k i ng anyth i ng speci f i cal ly  of the Execut i ve any more than 
the s e  are what we cons i der to be the i mportant i s sue s  and we real l y  hope that you l ook at them 
s er i ous l y . That i s  the mean i n g and maybe th i s whol e debate i s  go i ng on and maybe i t  i s  not 
neces sary . 

Amendment To Moti on 14 -85 ( 1 ) ,  Carri ed As Ame n ded 

MR . SPEAKER : To the amendment as amended . Que sti on be i n g cal l ed .  Al l tho s e  i n  fav our? Oppo s ed, 
if any? The ame ndment as amended i s  carri ed . 

- - - Carr i ed 

Now, to the moti on as ame nded. Mrs . Lawrence . 
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MRS. LAWRENCE: Mr. Speaker, I do not know i f  thi s  is a point of pr i vi l ege but what motion are we 
vot i ng on now? 

MR. S PEAKER: We w i l l  read the motion that you are vot i ng on now. 1 1 1 move, seconded by the 
honourab l e  Member for H i gh Arctic, that the report of the st anding committee on finance on the 
rev i ew of the 1985 -86 main estimates be rece i ved and be moved i nto commi ttee of the who le  as the 
first i tem of business on Fr i d ay, March 22nd. 1 1  That i s  tomorrow. That i s  wh at the motion now 
reads and th at is what you are vat i ng on. 

Mot i on 14 -85 (1) , Carri ed As Amended 

Are you re ady for the quest i on? Al l those in f avour? Opposed, if any? The mot i on with the 
amendment is carr i ed. 

- - -Carr ied 

Mot i ons. Mr. Wray . 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you , Mr. Speaker. I wou l d  l ike to seek un animous consent to proceed with 
my two motions. One mot i on at a t i me. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Wr ay i s  request i ng un animous consent to proceed w i th his two mot i ons rel ative to 
appo i ntments. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any nays? Proceed. 

Motion 1 6-85 (1): NWT Workers' Compensat i on Board Appo i ntments, Carri ed 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

WHEREAS cert ain v acanc i es occurred on the Northwest Terr i tori es Workers' Compensat i on Board 
and i t  i s  des i r ab l e  to fil l those v acancies; 

AND WHEREAS the Workers ' Compensat i on Act requ i res that those v acanc i es be f i l l ed on the 
recommendat i on of the Legi sl ati ve Assemb l y ; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourab l e  Member for P i ne Point, that this House 
recommend the reappoi ntment of Messrs. Bryan Roberts and John Todd to the Northwest 
Terri tori es Workers ' Compensat i on Board and further, that the appointments be for a period of 
two years . 

MR. S PEAKER: Your motion i s  in  order. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Quest i on. 

MR. SPEAK ER: Quest i on bei ng cal l ed. A l l those in f avour? Opposed, if any? The motion is 
carri ed. 

-- -Carr i ed 

You can proceed with your other motion, Mr. Wray. 

Mot i on 1 5 -85 (1): NWT Hous i ng Corporat i on Appoi ntment, Carr i ed 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

WHEREAS a vacancy has occured on the Board of Directors of the Northwest Terri tori es Housing 
Corporat i on ;  

AND WHEREAS i t  i s  desi rab l e  that thi s v acancy be  f i l l ed ;  
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NOW THEkEFORE, I move , seconded by the honourable Member for P i ne Po i nt, that th i s House 
recommend the reappo i ntment of Mr . Charles Haogak to the Board of D i rectors of the Northwest 
Terri tor i es Hous i ng Corporati on and further , that the appo i ntment be for a peri od of three 
years . 

MR . S PEAKER: Th i s  mot i on i s  i n  order . 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Questi on.  

MR . SPEAKER: Quest i on bei ng called . All those i n  favour? Opposed, if  any? The moti on i s  
carr i ed . 

- - - Carr i ed 

Moti ons . Mr . Mccallum . 

MR . McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker , may I have unani mous consent to go ahead w i th a moti on of appreci ati on 
that I i ntroduced just prev i ously? 

MR . SPEAKER: Are there any nays? 

SOME HON . MEMBER S: Agreed . 

MR . SPEAKER: Proceed, Mr . McCallum .  

Mot i on 17-85 ( 1 ) :  Mot i on Of Apprec i ati on For Mar i on Reaburn, Carr i ed 

MR . McCALLUM: Thank you , Mr . Speaker . 

WHEREAS Mrs . Mari on Reaburn, Hansard i ndexer , has been employed w i th the Legi slati ve As sembly 
s i nce 1972 ; 

ANO WHEREAS she has been i nstrumental i n  the development of our Hansard operati on to the level 
of qual i ty i t  i s  at today, work i ng over the years as proofreader , as s i stant edi tor and 
eventually , i ndexer, the po s i t i on she sti ll holds today ; 

AND WHEREAS Mrs .  Reaburn ' s  last ses s i on wi ll be the spri ng ses s i on, when we wi ll be meeti ng in 
Rank i n  Inlet ; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move , seconded by the honourable Member for Inuv i k , that we express to Mrs . 
Reaburn our apprec i ati on for her 1 3  years of valuable serv i ce wi th the Hansard operati on of 
the Leg i slati ve As sembly . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear , hear ! 

- - - Applause 

MR . SPEAKER: The mot i on i s  i n  order . 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Questi on . 

MR . SPEAKER: Questi on bei ng ca 1 1  ed . A 1 1  those i n  favour? Opposed, i f  any? Let the records 
i ndi cate that it i s  unani mous . 

- - -Carri ed 

Mot i ons . 

I tem 1 3 ,  f i rst read i ng of b i lls . 

I tem 14 , second readi ng of bi lls . I tem 15 , cons i derati on i n  commi ttee of the whole of b i lls  and 
other matters . Tabled Document 36-85 (1 ) ; B i ll 7-85 ( 1 ) ,  B i ll 3-85 ( 1 ) , Bi ll 9 -85 ( 1 ) ,  B i ll 10-85 ( 1 ) ,  
w i t h  Mr . Gargan i n  the chai r .  
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ITEM 15: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEEOINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER TABLED DOCUMENT 36-85 (1 ) ,  REPORT BY THE TASK 
FORCE ON SPO USAL ASSAULT ; BILL 7-85 (1 ) , APPROPRIATION ACT , 1985-86 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : We w i l l  take a 15 mi nute coffee break . 

---SHORT RECESS 

T ab l ed Document 36-85 ( 1 )  

We are on T ab l ed Document 36-85 (1 ) , wh i ch was tab l ed on Febru ary 28th , Report by the T ask Force on 
Spo us al Assau l t ,  w i th Mr . Patterson. Wou l d  yo u l i ke to make openi ng remarks? 

Openi ng Remarks 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Th ank you , Mr . Ch ai rm an .  Mr . Ch a i rman ,  as M i n i ster respons i b l e  for the 
Status of Women, I am very p l eased that we are cons i der i ng the Report by the T ask Force on Spousal  
Assau l t  today i n  th i s  Assemb l y .  The report su ggests , Mr . Cha i rm an,  that spo usal assau l t  i s  a 
prob l em of ser i ous proport i ons , al thou gh the i nc i dence does vary from communi ty to communi ty .  
There are peop l e  who to l d  the task force that spousal  assau l t  i s  i ncreasi ng and I understand that 
the task force bel i eves i nc i dents of spousal assau l t  are i ncreas i ng but stati st i cs are few . 
Certa inl y peop l e ' s  wi l l i ngness to tal k about spous a l  assau l t  i s  i ncreas i ng ,  wh i ch I th i nk i s  
he al thy . That i n  i tse l f ,  mi ght l e ave the i mpressi on that there i s  more spousal ass au lt  th an there 
was before i t  was di scussed pub l i cl y .  

Mr . Ch a i rm an ,  the report before thi s  Assemb l y  cont a i ns observ ati ons from the task force who bel i eve 
that the i nc i dence of fam i l y  v i o l ence , i nc l ud i ng spous al assau l t , i s  freq uent enou gh to be very 
seri ous . They note that there are changes h appeni ng i n  northern soc i ety wh i ch seem to have an 
effect on spousal assau l t , changes i n  tr adi t i onal f am i ly  structure , the emergence of the woman as a 
fam i l y  prov i der , i ncreases in unempl oyment parti c u l ar l y  amongst men , and the i ntroducti on of new 
val ues wh i ch are i n  apparent conf l i ct w i th o l d v a l ues are al l put forward as th i ngs wh i ch i nf l uence 
spousal assau l t  patterns and frequency . I al so was pl eased to note the task force vi ew that the 
i nf l uence of tel ev i s i on,  v i deo f i l ms and pornographi c  pub l i c at i ons, a l thou gh di ffi cu lt  to assess, 
may be si gni f i c ant , parti cu l arl y i n  shap i ng att i tu des of young peop l e .  

Mr . Cha i rm an ,  the task force i n  i ntroduc i ng thei r report stated , "Pub l i c  attent i on must conti nu a l l y  
be returned to spousal assau l t  so that communi ty and government resources can together begin  to 
deal  wi th i t .  We must use the medi a to wh i ch we have been prov i ded such qenero us access to keep 
the prob l em before us, to d i scourage and censure spousal assau l t , to encourage fam i l y  val ues and 
practi ces wh i ch wi l l  strengthen northern peopl es and the i r  communi t i es . " They went on to say ,  "The 
task force urges northern soc i ety and governments to take up the cha l l enges posed i n  our 
recommendat i ons , work and experi ment wi th them . The pub l i c  debate about spousal  assau l t  must 
conti nue . We must keep open mi nds regardi ng so l ut i ons and we must respond to communi ty i ni t i at i ves 
and good i deas wherever possi b l e . " 

Mr . Ch a i rm an ,  i n  response to i ni ti at i ves from the general pub l i c  and from the advi sory counci l on 
the status on women, who report to me, thi s  government m ade spousal ass au l t  a pr i or i ty and created 
a mini ster i a l  comm i ttee . That i s  what i t  has been cal l ed .  In l ate 1983 , the adv i sory counci l on 
the status of women has ma i nt a i ned a cont i nu i ng i nterest in the progress of th i s  work and are to be 
commended for the i r  determi nati on and efforts to have th i s  government recogni ze spo usal assau l t  and 
fam i l y  v i o l ence as a pr i or i ty i ssue .  Mr . Cha i rman, the m i ni ster i al comm i ttee I referred to ear l i er 
i nc l udes representati ves from the po l i ce,  the bar and bench , hea l th departments , both terri tori a l  
and feder a l , our Department of Soc i a l  Serv i ces and representati ves of communi ty groups . 

As I menti oned, they recommended a task force on spousal assau l t  and th i s  government agreed to i ts 
formati on about a year ago . Its mandate has been to ex am i ne the experi ences of vi ct i ms ,  the needs 
of communi ty groups and aqenc i es who provi de serv i ces to v i ct i ms and to make recommendati ons to the 
Executi ve Counc i l throu gh mysel f and the mi ni steri a l  comm i ttee . I bel i eve they have earned our 
compl i ments and thanks for the i r  excel l ent report . They have been thorou gh and have shown 
sens i t i v i ty and concern for those affected in these di ffi cu l t  spo usal  assau l t  si tu ati ons . 
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The cha i rpersons, John Bay l y  and I r i s  McC racken trave l l ed thousands of mi l es to meet wi th many 
gr oups and i nd i v i dua l s  throug hout the Ter r i tor i es .  I feel the i r report ref l ects that pub l i c  
i nput . Other members of the task force i nc l ude Lena K i koak of Tuktoyaktuk, Margaret Vande l l of 
Fort Prov i dence, Bertha A l l en of Inuv i k, Mary Jane Gou l et of Ye l l owkni fe and Gee l a  Gi roux of 
F r ob i sher Bay . Thei r comm i tment and hard wor k i s  a l so ref l ected i n  th i s  report . 

Mr . Cha i rman, I tab l ed the report of the task force on spousal assau l t  or; February 28, 1985, 
short l y  after hav i ng rece i ved i t . I wou l d  note the report i s  not yet f i nal . Further submi ss i ons, 
appendi ces and other i nformati on wi l l  be i nc l uded i n  the fi nal  report . It al so has yet to be ful l y  
transl ated a l though through the off i ces of the l anguage bureau, the i ntroducti on and chapter one 
have been transl ated i nto Inukt i tut . We are al so ant i c i pati ng recei v i ng further pub l i c  response 
and wr i tten submi ss i ons . 

I wou l d  recommend, Mr . Chai rman, that at th i s  stage i t  i s  appropr i ate to hear general comments on 
th i s  report but I must exp l a i n  that th i s  government i s  not prepared to di scuss each of the 1 00 
recommendati ons i n  deta i l  today . I wou l d  recommend a l so that i f  th i s  House wi shes to hear fr om 
members of the task force, the appropr i ate ti  me wou l d  be after th i s  report has been cons i dered i n  
deta i l by th i s  government. Members may a l so w i sh to have an opportuni ty to di scuss the report w i th 
the i r const i tuents pr i or to our next sessi on.  

Mr . Chai rman, al th ough the repo rt as I menti oned, has not been consi dered i n  deta i l by the 
Execut i ve Counc i l ,  we have a l ready cons i dered a strategy to respond i n  a t i me l y  fash i on to task 
force recommendati ons and in part i cu l ar the recommendat i on on i mp l ementati on on page 60 of the 
report . 

The Executi ve Counc i l has dec i ded on the fo l l ow i ng acti on p l an:  the Departments of Hea l th, Soci a l  
Servi ces, Just i ce and Pub l i c  Serv i ces, Informati on, and Educat i on wi l l  recommend three year 
pr og rams to the m i ni ster i al comm i ttee . The m i n i ster i al comm i ttee i n  turn w i l l  cons i der the 
departmenta l pl ans and recommend a three year p l an wi th a budget to the M i ni ster respons i b l e  for 
the Status of Women who w i l l  seek the appr oval of the Execut i ve Counc i l .  An exam i nat i on must a l so 
be made of the rol e that federa l  funds can p l ay i n  conjunct i on wi th ter r i tor i al moneys and the 
Status of Women Secretar i at has been d i rected to l ook i nto th i s  matter i mmedi atel y.  

Mr . C ha i rman, th i s  government is keen l y aware of strong pub l i c  concern i n  communi t i es of the NWT 
about spousal assau l t .  Our government i s  al so concerned and comm i tted to respond soon to cr i s i s  
s i tuat i ons wh i ch must be the f i rst pr i or i ty, and al so to deve l op co-operati ve approaches w i th the 
major departments and agenci es affected to fi nd new so l ut i ons and approaches to the pr ob l em of 
spousal assau l t .  Thank you, Mr . Chai rman. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Thank you, Mr . M i ni ster . The Cha i r  at th i s  t i me woul d l i ke to recogni ze, 
i n  the ga l l ery, Mr . Sam Raddi ,  the fo rmer pres i dent of CO PE . 

---App l ause 

General comments . Mr . Ri char d .  

MR . RI CHARD : Thank you, Mr . Cha i rman . Mr . Cha i rman, I wou l d l i ke to beg i n  by compl i menti ng the 
M i ni ster, Mr . Patterson, for h i s  r o l e i n  establ i sh i ng both the m i n i ster i al comm i ttee wh i ch he 
referred to but part i cu l ar l y  the task force that wor ked dur i ng the past year l ead i ng up to the 
presentat i on of th i s  pre l i m i nary report and, i n  parti cu l ar, comp l i ment the M i ni ster in choos i ng the 
i nd i v i dua l s  wh o make up that task force . The co-cha i rman, Mr . Bay l y  i s  a professi onal co l l eague of 
m i ne .  There i s  much respect for h i m i n  the l egal professi on and I know that both he and I and, i n  
fact, Mr . M i n i ster yourse l f  as we 1 1 , have over the years acted as defence • counse l fo r some of the 
perpetrators of spousal assau l t  i n  these Ter r i tor i es and that we al l know· that those v i o l ent acts 
are i nvar i ab l y  the resu l t of al coh o l  abuse . I know, Mr . Chai rman, that the tragedy of fam i l y  
v i o l ence i s  wel l - known to Mr . Bay l y  and that h i s  wea l th of know l edge was i nva l uabl e  to the work of 
the task force . The co-chai rmen and the members of the task force are to be compl i mented for th i s  
pre l i m i nary report and I w i sh, Mr . Cha i rman, s i mpl y to h i g h l i g ht the recommendat i ons -that str i ke me 
as be i ng vi tal . 
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Three Important Recommendati o n s  

F i rstl y ,  the cl ear mes sage i n  the report that more cr 1 s 1 s shel ter accommodati on i s  necessary -
that i s  an i mmedi ate need . The report of the Yel l owkn i fe based gro up,  SAF A, the Soc i ety Aga i n st 
Fam i l y  Abuse , f i l ed i n  th i s  Assemb l y  on February 22nd al so reco gni zes that part i cu l ar 
recommendati on of the task force report . As does the l etter that I th i nk al l Members have recei ved 
recentl y from the YWCA group .  

Secondl y ,  Mr . Cha i rman , another mes sage that I th i nk i s  i mportant i n  th i s  report i s  that i t  i s  the 
commun i ty wh i ch must come up w i th the so l uti ons for that commun i ty and I know that Members of th i s  
As sembl y have stated that before when we have tal ked about the probl em of al coho l abu se .  There i s  
the respons i b i l i ty on members of the communi ty to come forward w i th so l uti ons  to thi s  prob l em .  

Th i rd l y ,  a po i nt that I p i cked out i n  thi s report among the many recommendat i on s ,  but I th i nk an 
i mportant one , i s  that government must make i nformati o n  avai l ab l e  about the f u n d i ng that i s  
ava i l ab l e ,  both cap i tal f u ndi n g ,  f u ndi ng for conferences , f u ndi ng for tra i n i ng and co unsel l i n g .  I 
th i nk that mes sage i s  bro u ght home i n  th i s report and I concur i n  that . 

Fo urthl y ,  and f i nal l y , Mr . Chai rman, the mes sage I see i n  th i s  report that i s  important i s  that 
there must be a great deal of pub l i c  rel ati ons  throu gh the med i a ,  expos ure of thi s i s s ue -- I 
be l i eve i t  i s  menti oned i n  the report -- whether i t  i s  a po ster campai gn , tal ks bei n g  g i ven i n  our 
scho o l s ,  even curr i cu l um programs bei ng devel oped w i th i n  o ur schoo l system . The mes sage must get 
out there about th i s  prob l em .  The report itsel f ,  I bel i eve ,  has bro u ght a hi gh prof i l e to th i s  
prob l em .  The pub l i c i ty that has res u l ted fran th i s  very prel i m i nary report before u s  has as s i sted 
i n  putti n g  that message before the pub l i c .  The attendance , I cannot he l p  but noti ce ,  Mr . Cha i rman ,  
the attendance i n  the As semb l y  today i s  s i gni f i cant . I know that there are representat i ves here 
from the Soc i ety Aga i nst Fam i l y  Abu se , the YWCA . The i nterest that has been shown i s  i n  i t sel f 
i nd i cati ve and co nf i rmati on that the task force to date has done the i r  job wel l and I, gi ven the 
M i ni ster ' s  openi n g  remarks ,  Mr . Cha i rman , am certa i n  that the Mi ni ster wi l l  respond i n  a po s i t i ve 
fash i on to these recommendati ons and that the Members of the Executi ve w i l l  s upport h i m  i n  that 
endeavour .  

Federa l Report O n  Fami l y  V i o l ence 

Those are s i mp l y  general comments I had , Mr . Chai rman , but I have two que st i ons that I wou l d  l i ke 
to ask of the M i ni ster . The f i rst dea l s  wi th a report that I must adm i t  I onl y read recentl y .  
There i s  a federal report and it  i s  dated May 1 984 and it  i s  fa i r l y  th i ck -- i t  i s  a wh i te-covered 
document . There d i d  not appear to be any reference i n  that document to the Northwest Terri tor i es .  
The programs deal i ng wi th spo u sa l  as sau l t  or fam i l y  v i o l ence i n  the vari o u s  prov i nces and at the 
federal l evel were dea l t  w i th speci f i cal l y  and I bel i eve the report res u l ted i n  a M i n i sters ' 
conference . The absence of the Northwest Terri tori es  from that report stood out for me when I read 
that and i t  may wel l be, Mr . Cha i rman, that i t  was before Mr . Patterson ' s t i me that th i s  report was 
authored but there i s  a l ot of i nformati on there about the pro gram s that are av ai  1 ab l e  at the 
federal l evel and parti cu l ar l y  federal fu n di ng pro grams and i nformati on about pro grams that are 
a l ready under way i n  some of the prov i nces . I wonder i f  the Mi ni ster cou l d  respond as to why we 
d i d  not part i ci pate and that s i mp l y  i s  document i ng the status quo  I s uppose , but that was a query I 
had f i rst l y .  

Second l y ,  Mr . Chai rman , and more speci f i c  to the work o f  the task force , the i ntroducti on , i n  
fa i rnes s ,  states that thi s  report i s  a s urvey and not an anal ys i s  o f  the prob l ems . I am wonderi n g ,  
Mr . Cha i rman , i f  the Mi n i ster cou l d  i ndi cate , because the task force has not yet fi n i shed i ts work , 
i f  the M i ni ster cou l d  i nd i cate i f  he sees , wi th i n  the mandate of the task force, a dea l i ng wi th 
research of the cau ses of the prob l em ,  as to why the batterer does what he or she does . I 
appreci ate thi s  report dea-l s  mai n l y  w i th after-the-fact treatment by way of shel ter, co u n sel l i ng ,  
etc . , and I am wo nder i n g  i f  the Mi n i ster co u l d  i nd i cate whether that cou l d  be i nc l uded i n  the 
mandate of the task force as they conti n ue the i r  work . Thank yo u ,  Mr . Cha i rman . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you ,  Mr . R i chard . Mr . M i n i ster . 

NWT Parti ci pati on , Conference Of M i n i sters Respon s i bl e For Statu s  Of Women 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you ,  Mr . Cha i rman . F i rst of al l ,  w i th regard to the absence of 
di scus s i on of the prob l em of spo u sal  assau l t  in the Northwest Terri tor i es i n  a report that was put 
to gether by the M i n i sters respon s i b l e  for the Status of Women in Canada . I know the report that 
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M r . Ri c hard i s  ref err i ng to . I too not ed t h e  absenc e of t h e  Nort hwest Terri tor i es i n  the  report . 
I must say , Mr . Cha i rman, t hat the  report was present ed to t h i s  body and i t  was t he f i rst 
opport uni ty I had to at tend th i s  nat i ona l meet i ng as t h e  M i n i ster respons i ble for the  Stat us of 
Women in t h e  Nort hwest Terr i tori es .  It i s  not correct to say t hat t h e  report was aut hored before 
my t i me but the report was put together before we start ed to tack l e t h e  problem of spousal assault 
in t h e  Nort hwest Terri tor i es .  

I was ab l e  t o  report t o  t h e  nat i onal meet i ng t hat had estab l i sh ed t he i nteragency , 
i nt erdepartmental  comm i t t e e  wh i c h I referred to as t h e  mi ni st e r i al commi t t ee and that they had 
rec ommended t h e  estab l i shment of a task force on spousal assau l t  and t hat t h e  task force would be 
soon undertak i ng i ts work . However , we di d not rea l ly have anyt h i ng muc h  t hat we could report , 
alt hough  I rec ogni ze t hat t h ere had been i mportant vol unt eer work under way i n  t h i s  c ommuni ty,  for 
example , pr i or to that t i me .  But by t h e  t i me I had att ended that meet i ng ,  we had not real ly begun 
to su rvey t he prob l em and what was be i ng done i n  var i ous parts of t h e  NWT and what was not be i ng 
done . SQ al l I c ou l d  do was i nform my co l leagues that the  ac t i v i ty of a Stat us of Women Mi ni stry 
was new i n  t h e  NWT ,  t hat wh en we got go i ng , one of our f i rst pr i or i t i es was to tack l e  t he problem 
of spo usa l assau l t ,  that reports of the work done in Canada and throughout var i o us prov i nc es wou l d  
be very useful to our new task forc e - - I b e l i eve t h ey d i d  take si gni f i cant advantage of t hat 
nat i onal report -- b ut that our conclus i ons and ac t i ons in  the NWT wou l d  have to wa i t  for a l i ttle 
more t i me .  I at l east was ab l e  to i nform t h em of the i ni at i ves that we had undertak en and orally 
l et them know that we too were do i ng some t h i ng .  

I wi l l  b e  meet i ng aga i n  w i t h  the nat i onal body t h i s  J une , I b e l i eve , and I wi l l  certa in l y make sure 
t hat t h ey have c op i es of t h i s  i mportant report and are k ept i nformed of our progress . T h ey have 
c hanged th e i r  pr i or i ty th i s  year to ch i l d care from spo usal assau l t ,  so i t  wi l l  not be qu i t e as 
much of an agenda i t em at t he annual get - toget h er ,  but I know t h ey w i l l  be very i nterest ed in our 
work . 

R esearch On Causes Of Prob l em 

Second l y ,  Mr . Chai rman , t h e  Member asked i f  the  mandat e of the  task forc e wi l l  be expanded to 
permi t t h em to do research on the  cause of the  prob l em .  Qu i t e frankly , I had seen the  task forc e 
on spousal assau l t  as comp l et i ng the i r  work i n  t h e  next few mont hs and th at the  work of furt h er 
researc h i ng t he prob l em, l ook i ng at causes - - wh i ch I agree i s  i mportant -- must and shou l d  be done 
by government as part of the response to the task force report . I t h i nk that they have pretty 
c l earl y  t old us t hat spo use bat tery i s  a l earned prac t i c e ,  t hat i t  i s  passed on fran one generat i on 
t o  anot her . Unfort unat e l y  wh en young men or boys see th e i r fat h ers treat i ng th e i r  spo uses t h i s 
way , t h ey b e g i n  to t h i nk that i s  part of be i ng a h usband . S i m i l ar ly  young women who see t h e  
spo usal assau l t  i n  th e i r  own homes , unfort unat e l y  can tend t o  bel i eve that that i s  part of be i ng 
marr i ed,  part of be i ng a wi fe . So I be l i eve that t he emphas i s  must be on prevent i on and edu cat i on 
and co unse l l i ng .  So that these pract i c es ,  even i f  they are seen and even l earned in the  home , can 
be el i mi nat ed in f ut ure , t hrou gh educat i on, counse l l i ng and treat ment . 

I do not t h i nk we have to do ext ensi ve research on causes because I th i nk a l most everyone agrees 
t hat t h i s  is l earned behavi our . However , I do agree that we need to do more researc h and 
part i c u l ar l y  we ne ed to gat h er stat i st i cal ev i dence on t h e  i nc i dence of fam i l y  v i o l ence and 
part i c u l arly spo usa l assau l t  i n  communi t i es i n  the  NWT . I t h i nk that the rec ommendat i ons of t h e  
task force w i l l  enc ourage governments t o  exam i ne t h ese quest i ons and to do t h i s k i nd of research .  
T o  answer the Memb er ' s  quest i on suc c i nc t l y , Mr . Chai rman , I w i l l  not be ask i ng the  task forc e to 
expand i ts mandate and do t h i s  k i nd of work . But t hat i s  not to say t hat t h i s  k i nd of work 
sh ou l dn ' t be done . I t h i nk t h e  responsi b i l "i t y now must be taken up by governments and the  task 
force w i ll be of enormous assi stance i n  t e l l i ng us prec i se l y  what k i nd of work, i n  t he area of 
researc h ,  must st i l l  be done . I hope that answers the  Member ' s  quest i on . .  · 

I t  must be underst ood of course that , as I sa i d  i n  i ntroduc i ng th i s  report , I have not di sc ussed i t  
i n  deta i l  w i th  my c o l l eagues . We s i mp l y  have not had t i me w i th the sess i on on. So I am really 
g i v i ng my own op i n i ons and I am sure t h e  Member w i l l  apprec i at e  that wh en we have had a chance to 
g i ve it the thorou gh cons i derat i on i t  deserves , I w i ll  be able to answer t h ese k i n-els of quest i ons 
muc h more prec i se l y .  Thank you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Mr . R i c hard . 
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MR . R I CHARD: Thank you ,  Mr . Chai rman . I appreci ate the Mi ni ster ' s  response . I j ust wanted to 
cl ar i fy that I was not s u g gesti ng that the task force do the research . I appreci ate that i t  i s  a 
sh ort- term task force that you have estab l i shed but I wou l d  hope , and the Mi ni ster has actua l l y  
confi rmed, that the task force i n  i ts f i nal report wou l d  make recommendati ons to the government as 
to do i ng some research i nto the causes of th i s  ser i ous pr ob l em .  I be l i eve the M i n i ster and I are 
in agreement on that . Thank you , Mr . Cha i rman . 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you ,  Mr . R i chard.  General comments . Mr . Pedersen . 

MR . PEDERSEN: Thank you , Mr . Chai rman. I wou l d  l i ke to commend the task force on the i r  report . 
have read i t  from one end to the other a coupl e of ti mes . I th i nk i n  many ways i t  i s  a very trag i c  
document and i n  other ways i t  i s  very enl i ghteni ng ,  at l east i f  we take the pr oper act i on on i t .  I 
do not di sagree wi th any of the recommendati ons but I wou l d  l i ke to po i nt out a few that I 
part i c u l ar l y  aq ree w i th .  

L i ke Mr . � i chard, I th i nk the recommendat i ons on safe shel ter for v i ct i ms,  wh i ch are conta i ned on 
page 21 and subsequent pages , are very , very cr i t i ca l . I th i nk that the recommendati on for pr oper 
trai ni ng of soc i a l wor kers , conta i ned on page 3 7 ,  i s  extremel y  i mportant . And on page 38 , 
regard i ng the trai ni ng of fami l y  counsel l ors on a vo l unteer bas i s ,  we do have a l ot of reso urces 
w i th i n  o ur communi ti es wh i ch we are now not us i ng .  

The recommendati on contai ned on pages 2 8  and 49 ,  on v i ct i m  representat i on i n  court, where i t  i s  
recommended that th i s  be not necessar i l y  done by a qual i f i ed l awyer , i s  one wh i ch I f ind 
part i cu l ar l y  good . I have advocated a s i m i l ar recommendati on perta i n i ng to the Yo ung Offenders Act 
and I agree wi th it wh ol ehearted l y .  

P reva l ence O f  V i o l ence I n  Communi t i es 

I th i nk the questi on of spousa l assau l t  i s  real l y  a very narrow i nterpretat i on of the pr ob l em that 
we face in our communi t i es .  General v i o l ence w i th i n our communi ti es is the real prob l em and 
spo usal  assau l t  i s  onl y part of i t .  V i o l ence for whatever reason i s  very ,  very preval ent i n  ou r 
communi t i es .  I agree w i th the M i ni ster ,  that v i o l ence on te l ev i s i on and i n  pub l i cat i ons, 
pornography ,  whatever ,  def i ni tel y has someth i ng to do wi th i t .  We see far too many pr ograms that 
g l or i fy tak i ng the l aw i nto your own hands . 

I wou l d  l i ke to pr ov i de yo u ,  Mr . Chai rman, w i th a few f i gures that are i nd i cati ve of what goes on 
i n  some of the out l y i ng commun i t i es .  In my home commun i ty i n  Copperm i ne ,  i t  i s  a commun i ty of l ess 
than 900 peopl e, there were a total of 16 7 cr i m i nal char ges or char ges i n  court, i n  1983 . I n  1984 
there were 155 . So far to date i n  two court sessi ons i n  1985 , the total i s  over 6 0 . These are 
very d i sturbi ng f i gures .  I do not have the stati st i cs ,  I cou l d  not get them but I know that many 
of these offences are vi o l ent offences , beati ngs , and many of these aga i n  are spo usal assau l t .  We 
have an al armi ng su i c i de rate . There has been some publ i c i ty of the probl em we have and I 
personal l y  fee l that in many cases th i s  can be traced back to the vi o l ence we have wi t h i n  our 
soci ety . I th i nk the effects of spousal assa u l t  are not l i m i ted onl y  to the v i ct i m  and to the 
batterer . When ch i l dren see i t ,  it most def i n i te l y  affects them . 

I am su re that ch i l dren observ i ng -- I do not necessar i l y speak onl y of smal l ch i l dren , up to young 
adu l ts observi ng father beati ng up on mother , that i s  not someth i ng that makes them part i cu l ar l y 
happy . I know for a fact that when tal k i ng to young peop l e  wh o have attempted su i c i de I have heard 
on several occas i ons of that bei ng a contr ibut i ng factor to i t .  

The vi o l ence that youngsters see affects them i n  l ater l i fe too . Mr . Patterson just ment i oned that 
boys see i ng th i s  cou l d  eas i l y  get to th i nk that that i s  the way h usbands ou ght to behave and gi r l s  
cou l d  th i nk that that i s  the way a wi fe i s  treated . It  can al so have other effects . I t  can have 
the effect of the gi r l s  dec i d i ng not to take on the ro l e  of a wi fe .  J ust 20 and 30 years ago -- i t  
cou l dn ' t  be al l that l ong ago , because I do not feel al l that o l d  and I was there then -- soc i ety 
on the Arcti c Coast i n  a pl ace l i ke Copperm i ne was composed of coup l es .  When yo u became an adu l t  
you automat i cal l y  got mar r i ed .  That was the way th i ngs were .  And you rai sed a fam i l y . Now 
whethe r you were marr i ed in the lega l sense of so uthern soc i ety or common- l aw ,  i t  real l y  di d not 
matter . By the standards of acceptance i n  our soc i ety you were a mar r i ed person. Th i s  i s  no 
l onger the case . 
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Changing Soc i a l  Patterns 

I have ment i oned before for other reasons that th i s accepted standard has changed . That young 
women are choos i ng today not to be marr i ed and aga i n, I am not tal k i ng abo ut go i ng to church and 
gett i ng marr i ed .  They are choos i ng not to l i ve i n  a steady re l at i onsh i p  and I cannot c onv i nce 
myse l f  that women l i ke men any l es s  now and v i ce versa than they di d in the o l d  days . There have 
to be other reasons . Now, when I say that the young women are not l i v i ng i n  s teady rel at i onshi ps,  
I am go i ng to  back  that up  w i th a few f i g ures . I just f i ni s hed go i ng throu gh our popu l at i on l i st 
and I do happen to know everybody wi th i n  the communi ty whether they l i ve wi th someone or not . 

In Copperm i ne al one, of young women between the ages of 20 and 30,  there are 53 who are not l i v i ng 
i n  any steady rel at i onsh i p .  Now, thi s i s  not al l conf i ned to a group of say the 20 year o l ds that 
have not yet reached i t .  Of 20 year o l ds there are 1 2 ;  21 year o l ds , f i v e ;  22 year o l ds , s i x ;  23 
year o l ds, four ; 24 year o l ds, s i x ; 25 year o l ds, f i ve; 26 to 30, t here are 1 5 .  It i s  s pread out 
r i ght acros s  the spectrum .  

I thi nk , Mr . Cha i rman, that we have a prob l em that i f  we do  not dea l wi th that prob l em and deal  
w i th it  very soon, a l l the other good proposal s that we may be com i ng up w i th may rea l l y  matter 
very l i tt l e  becau se we are not go i ng to have a soc i ety l eft to app l y  the good programs to that we 
do come up w i th .  My fri end and co l l eag ue from K i t i kmeot East yesterday i n  h i s  rep l y  ment i oned that 
i n  hi s cons t i t uency there were g i r l s go i ng to schoo l in Y e l l owkni fe but unfort unatel y there were no 
boys . That they were wal k i ng around the communi ty w i th the i r  hands i n  the i r  poc ket s . That i s  not 
uni q ue to the K i t i kmeot Eas t const i t uency . It certa i nl y  app l i es in my cons t i t uency and I know i t  
a l so app l i es i n  others . I th i nk we shou l d  real i ze that we have t o  ac cept some facts  and I th i nk 
one of the th i ng s  we mu s t  accept i s  that whereas trad i t i ona l l y  perhaps i n  the South, hopefu l l y  i n  
the past  and l es s  now, women may have fe l t  i nfer i or to men and been treated a s  s u ch by men, we must  
rea l i ze that today i n  our out l y i ng northern communi t i es I fee l that it  has gone in reverse . I 
th i nk amongst  the young in the North, young men feel s uper i or i n  one sense onl y  and that i s  i n  
phys i ca l  st rength . In al mos t  every other sense i n  fact for whatever rea son -- and I cannot 
p i npo i nt why we cannot get our young men to get a bet ter educat i on or whatever -- I th i nk i n  a l most 
every other sense that they fee l i t  i s  reverse .  They fee l i nferi or . And I th i nk the fact that 53 
young women i n  my communi ty are not w i l l i ng to l i ve wi th any of the young men ava i l ab l e  to them 
onl y  emphas i zes that . 

V i ct i m  Representat i on In Court 

I a l l uded before to the rec ommendat i on of v i c t i m  representat i on i n  court and I wou l d  l i ke to 
e l aborate on that just a l i t t l e  bi t .  Recent l y, I th i nk it was w i th in  the l as t  10  days, we had a 
s upreme court ses s i on i n  Copperm i ne .  There was a l ot of charges re l ated to v i o l ence, assau l t .  In 
fact there were two charges of sexual as sau l t, one of them aggravated sex ual as sau l t .  What happened 
i n  that case, Mr . Cha i rman, wa s very di s t urb i ng to a l ot of peopl e .  The defence lawyer who 
acc ompani ed the court party put on a show that was eq ual to, i n  every respect , any of the court 
dramas you see on te l ev i s i on.  In a sma l l communi ty such  as mi ne, when an offence l i ke ag gravated 
sex ual assau l t  happens, we know whether the person charged i s  g u i l ty or not . Peop l e  are q u i te 
open . 

The defence l awyer i n  thi s  case tota l l y  dest royed the v i ct i m  of the as sau l t  on the stand -
abso l u te ly  and tota l l y  destroyed her w i th a l i ne of q uest i oni ng, as I sa i d, that you wou l d  see in a 
te l ev i s i on courtroom drama .  Mr . Cha i rman, I s ubm i t  to yo u and to the House that we mus t  be very, 
very caref u l  that we do not aut omat i ca l l y  adopt the southern standard of representat i on to our 
s oc i ety up here . The v i c t i m  i n  that case was very, very i l l -served by even hav i ng comp l a i ned . 

I d i d not personal l y  as s i st in tak i ng that v i c t i m, wh.en the offence oc c urred, to the nurs i ng 
s tat i on. I saw the effect of the v i o l ence perpetrated but yet the case was d i smi s sed because of 
l ac k  of ev i dence.  As I sai d the v i c t i m  on the stand was tota l l y  de stroyed . It was al l hand l ed i n  
Eng l i sh too, by the way, and I th i nk we mu st  be very caref u l  w i th that and I wou l d, therefore, l i ke 
to commend the tas k  force on the rec ommendat i ons on pages 44 and 45, under "as s i stance through the 
l aw and the court s ' ',  where they rec ommend that becau se i t  appears to be more i mportant to the 
v i ct i m  that the RCMP i nvest i'gate and res tore the peace than whether the batterer can be prosecuted, 
that thi s po l i cy be rev i ewed . 

I f  we cannot ass ure a court heari ng that i s  humanly  decent and fa ir to the v i ct i ms then we shou l d  
not submi t them to the k i nd of ordea l that the young woman i n  quest i on i n  Copperm i ne went throug  
w i thin the l ast two week s .  Mr . Cha i rman, I have noth i ng f urther to say at  the moment . 
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CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you, Mr. Pedersen. Genera l comments to the report. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Recent Awareness Of Scope Of Prob l em 

MR. MacQUARR I E :  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I guess many Members are rel uctant to speak right after 
someone who speaks so el oquent ly  and Mr. Pedersen certain ly  d i d  that. I have al ways fe lt  that 
there is no need for an apo l ogy for i gnorance at a gi ven point i n  ti me, providing once someone 
becomes aware of an i ssue, one then takes steps to overcome the ignorance and so I w i l l  con fess 
that unt i l l ess than two years ago, I think, thi s  was an area in wh i ch I was l argel y ignorant. I 
s i mp l y  was not aware of the scope of the probl em or the seriousness of the prob l em and I can recal l 
an i nci dent that began to make me aware. There was a we 1 1-pub l i c i zed case of a woman in eastern 
Canada who had k i l l ed her husband and I can remember thinking, when I first heard about the case, 
that that i s  sure l y  wrong. I f  she did not l i ke the treatment she was gett i ng she was free to l eave 
and that i s  what she ought to have done. I general ly  thought that where there were cases of 
spousal assau l t  that they were occas i onal i ncidents that got out of cont ro l and I did not see it as 
a maj or prob l em. It was on ly  after staying tuned in to that part icu l ar case that for the f i rst 
ti me I bee ame aware of the extent of the tyranny that can be practised by one person over another 
and when I had heard the deta i l s  of the case, I thought she had done the right thing and bel ieve 
that i f  I had been in  those ci rcumstances I wou l d  have done i t  myse l f. 

I have tr i ed to pay attent i on over the past year or so when groups l i ke the Society Against Fam i l y  
Abuse and the YWCA, the M i n i ster and the task force have begun to l et the pub l ic know, general l y, 
the extent of the probl ems and I do see that it is a very serious probl em. I st i l l  do not know 
exact l y  how it shoul d  be reso l ved but I can see that through phys i cal vio l ence, through 
psycho l og i cal and emotional ter ror that there are cases when, unquest i onabl y, peop l e  are bei ng 
exp l o i ted by other peop l e. I understand from the report that i t  works both ways -- that i t  seems 
that the major i ty of cases are husbands abusi ng wi ves but i t  i s  apparent that it  works the other 
way, i f  not w i th phys i cal , then w i th psychol og i cal  and emot i onal terror and I am rather shocked at 
the extent of it. It was something that was just not fam i l i ar to me in my l ife pr i or to that time. 
I have al ways been very much opposed to the exp l o i  tat ion of one person by another. Now that I am 
tuned in I am i nterested, I am open to l earning more about the prob l em and, certain l y, very open to 
supporti ng i n i t i at i ves that the Min i st s; i ntends to take in this regard. 

Scope Of Departmental Recommendations Requested 

W i th respect to that I have a coup l e  of questions for the Minister as soon as he i s  ready to 
l isten. You had ind i cated that one of the f i rst steps that you are go i ng to take wi l l  be to ask 
the var i ous departments, Heal th, Social Servi ces, Justice, I nformat i on, Educat i on, to recommend 
three year programs. The f i rst quest i on that I have is, in making that request to those 
departments have you l a i d  down some speci f i c  terms of reference? In other words, w i l l  you be 
asking them to l ook at al l the aspects of this prob l em? One woul d be the great var i ety of measures 
that might be taken to rel i eve and hel p  v i ctims of as s au l t. Another wou l d  be me asures to try to 
rehabi l i tate peop l e  who are perpetrating the assau l ts and another wou l d  be trying to define and 
imp l ement preventive measures through research and dissemination of i nformation and counsel l i ng and 
that sort of thing. Are the departments directed to address al l of those di fferent areas? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Min i ster. 

HON. D ENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The intention is to have the departments work 
together begi nning immed i atel y  to recommend on al l aspects of the task force report, both the 
prevent i ve and curat i ve aspects and indeed al l other recommendations. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARR I E :  Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. My second quest i on is, has the Min i ster put a time frame 
on the request? Are the departments asked to have thei r recommendat i ons back in two months, three 
months, or prec i se l y  what is the t i me frame? 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. M i n i ster. 

HON. DENNIS  PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, it wi l l  be my responsibi l i ty to imp l ement this dec i sion of 
the Execut i ve Counc i l .  I am goi ng to be honest and say that i_t was onl y  considered l ast week and I 
have not, as of today, devel oped a time frame but l et me say that we are very anxious to ensure 
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that the neces sary work i s  done so that recommendations can be cons i dered during the deve l opment of 
the budget of the government for the com i ng year wh i ch wou l d  req u i re ear ly  action, this spr i ng .  I 
certai nl y  i ntend to deal as quickl y as po s s i b l e  w i th the recommendat i ons , recogni zing at the same 
time that s ome of them wi l l req uire signi ficant funds and some of them wil l al so req u i re a 
signi f i cant change in po l i cies and programs of this government , new po l icies , new programs and 
changes in the way that we are do i ng th i ngs now . I think the reference to a three year p l an was 
out  of respect to the task force recommendation that particu l arl y in the next three years it is 
expected that there shou l d  be act i on and at l east annual report s to this As semb l y  on what has been 
done . We have adopted that three year l ong-range pl an with those recommendat i ons in mi nd .  I have 
been ab l e  to meet w i th the m i ni ster i al committee s i nce the report was comp l eted and have i nformed 
that group , wh i ch I consider cruc i a l to the i mp l ementat i on of approved recommendations , that I want 
to see them become act i ve aga i n .  They have not been active whil e  the report has been in 
preparat i on. I wi l l  l ook very much to the i r adv i ce on how we can work together co-operativel y ,  
even between territori al and federal government department s ,  t o  get concrete meas ures off the 
ground . 

F unding Present l y  Ava i l ab l e  

In the short term , s i nee I ment i oned moneys ,  I shou l d  rem i nd the House that I d o  have some 
f l ex i b i l i ty in the Stat us of Women Secretar i at act i v i ty th i s  com i ng year to i mmedi ately  fund 
cert a i n i ni t i atives wh i ch mi ght be recommended , ei ther research or what I l ike to cal l act i on 
research where we cou l d  test and pil ot certa i n  approaches .  I hope w i th i n  the next coup l e  of months 
to  have proposa l s  to present to my co l l eagues on the Execut i ve Counci l as to how those moneys m i ght 
be u sed . There i s  the s um of $200 , 000 ava i l ab l e  in thi s current year for a response to this report 
and natura l l y  I want to keep the House i nformed . I am certai n that by the J une ses s i on I wi l l  be 
i n  a much better pos i t i on to answer the Member ' s  ques t i ons about tim i ng and i mp l ementation. Thank 
you . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Thank you , Mr . M i ni ster . Mr . MacQuarri e .  

MR. MacQUARRIE : Thank you , Mr . Cha i rman . S o  i t  appears that once the recommendations are 
crystal l i zed for the M i ni ster , and the Execut i ve Counc i l dec i des to act on them , and programs are 
maybe estab l i shed that wi l l  be i nto the next budget year then . Yo u have said there i s  some i nter i m 
funding . Are there other i nter i m  meas u res? You were tal king abo ut action research that m i ght 
recei ve some of that money . Bu t , for exampl e ,  the Soci ety Against F amil y Abu se document that we 
rece i ved i ndicates there i s  an i mmedi ate need to establ i sh safe hou ses for v i ct i ms of famil y  abuse 
and so my que st i on to the Mi ni s ter i s ,  cou l d  he perhaps out l i ne some i nter i m  measures that are 
being taken here or there to try t o  -- that seems to be the greatest need . There is need for 
counsel l i ng .  The report s u gges ts  that a l ot of vo l unteers w i l l  have to become i nvo l ved and so on 
but it seems that the most i mmed i .ate and pres s i ng need i s  for there to be safe hou ses for vict i ms 
of assau l t .  Cou l d  the M i ni ster ind i cate what , to date ,  m i ght have been government measures taken 
to address that prob l em and what meas ures m i ght be taken w i th i n  thi s fiscal year to address that 
prob l em ,  qu i te apart from the l onger-range recommendat i ons that are i mp l emented? 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Mr . M i ni ster . 

HON . DENNIS PATTER SON : I have just today asked to meet wi th the Society Agai ns t  Fam i l y  Abu se to 
f i nd out perhaps more preci sel y what i t  i s  that they wou l d  w i sh our government to as sist them in 
doing i n  th i s  communi ty . I have yet to recei ve a detai l ed propo sal in that regard , but certai nl y  
we wou l d  be w i l l ing t o  g i ve i t  every cons i derat i on recogni z i ng that i n  Yel l owknife ,  part i cu l ar l y ,  
there are numbers of women who cannot be accommodated u s i ng ex i sting faci l it i es and ex i s t i ng 
vo l unteer resources . I have a l so ,  as I ment i oned i n  my open i ng remarks , asked the Stat u s  of 
Women Secretar i at to i mmed i ate l y  l ook i nto how we m i ght take advantage of comb i ning federal and 
terr i tori al i ni t i at i ves and i n  that regard we are act i ve l y  l ook i ng i nto · just how federal funds 
throu gh the Canada Mort gage and Ho us i ng Corporat i on,  wi th the co-operat i on of the M i ni s ter of 
Hou sing , m i ght as s i st us i f  the construct i on of fac i l i t i es i s  req u i red . Qu i te hones t l y, I am not 
ent i rel y sure what SAFA want s .  I am s ure that I wi  1 1  fi nd out soon enou gh .  I know they are very 
concerned about th i s  i s s ue an.ct undoubted l y  have p l ans but I am just not prec i sely aware at this 
moment what they wou l d  l ike to do . I wi l l  be meet i ng w i th them short l y  and whether we have 
comp l eted our cons i derat i on of these recommendat i ons as a government or not , I wil l certa i nl y  try 
to respond as exped i t i ou s l y  as I can wi th i n  our ex i s t i ng resources . I be l ieve Mr . Wray may wish to 
add to that . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Mr . Wray . 
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Negot i at i ons W i th CMHC To Estab l i sh Long-Term Fundi ng 

HON. GORDON WR AY: Thank you , Mr. Cha i rman. As you know , we have taken some short-t erm temporary 
measures here i n  Ye l l owkni fe. I th i nk that in the i nter i m  we w i l l  have to l ook at do i ng that i n  
other p l aces where s i m i l ar prob l ems exi s t . For the t i me bei ng we are probab l y  go i ng to have to 
l o ok at ut i l i zat i ng or f i ndi ng exi st i ng bu i l d i ngs that coul d be used for thi s purpo se but I th i nk 
that the l ong-term goa l  has to be one of mysel f and Mr. P at terson and Mr. McLaugh l i n  s i tt i ng · down 
and probab l y  l ook i ng at the requi rement and where that requi rement i s  and work i ng w i th CMHC t o  
at tempt to  estab l i sh ,  perhaps , a budget under sect i on 56.1 of the Nat i onal Hous i ng Act where thi s 
k i nd of money i s  ava i l ab l e. At present , CMHC does not have a budget under sect i on 56.l for the 
Northwest  Terri to ri es and I have requested that a budget be estab l i shed. My off i c i a l s are wo rki ng 
on i t  r i ght now. Sect i on 56.l i s  the sect i on of the act wh i ch prov i des for fund i ng for th i ngs l i ke 
co-ops , seni or ci t i zens , i tems that we are di scus s i ng ri ght now. I th i nk that probab l y  i s  the 
l ong-term approach that we have to take. One of the prob l ems , and i t  i s  i dent i f i ed i n  the report 
of course,  i s  the l ack of stat i s t i cs ,  the fact that peop l e  do not report these thi ng s. Therefore ,  
the stat i st i cs ava i l ab l e  t o  us in terms of where the need i s  and what ki nd of numbers we are 
dea l i ng wi th are not there and of course that makes i t  very di ff i cu l t  to come up wi th some ki nd of 
p l an. I suspect that what we w i l l  have to do i s  deve l op a p l an whereby we can res pond on an "as 
needed" bas i s  and as the prob l ems are brought to us we w i l l  attempt to respond to them. Thank you , 
Mr. Cha i rman. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) :  Thank you , Mr. Wray. Mr. MacQuarri e. 

MR. MacQUAR� IE: Thank you. I do apprec i ate that the M i ni ster for Pub l i c Works has a l ready t aken 
that i nter i m  measure i n  Ye l l owkni fe. It i s  apprec i ated. I am not sure whether i t  i s  adequate to 
meet the need that ex i sts but I am sure Mr. Patterson w i l l  l earn that in h i s  meet i ng soon wi th the 
Soci ety Aga i nst Fami l y  Abuse. 

Just a f i na l  comment , Mr. Patterson in h i s answer just unconsci ous l y  I am sure had referred to the 
prob l em i n  Yel l owkni fe. But the matter of safe houses seems to be a need that i s  much broader than 
just  Ye l l owkni fe. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Thank you , Mr. MacQuarri e. Mr. Ba l l antyne. 

Breakdown Of Fami l y  Support St ructure 

MR. BALLANTYNE : Thank you , Mr. Cha i rman. I th i nk we have to as MLAs reco gni ze that spousal  
as sau l t  and v i o l ence genera l l y i s  rea l l y  a horr i b l e  mani festat i on of  some very fundamental prob l ems 
in our soci ety. I th i nk peop l e  al so have to rea l i ze when we are tal ki ng about fam i l y  vi o l ence , 
about spousal as sau l t ,  what we are tal ki ng about i s  s ometh i ng very , very ser i ous. There are many 
i nci dent s of brutal vi o l ence , of the sort that i f  i t  happened to any one of us i n  our da i l y  l i fe ,  
the perpetrator wou l d  be put i n  ja i l  for months and for years. Many t i mes th i s has been i gnored 
because i t  i s  in the context of marr i a ge. So we are ta l ki ng about a very , very seri ous prob l em. I 
th i nk everybody shou l d  recogni ze that. I th i nk that there are many causes for thi s and there are 
better expert s than me that have l ooked at i t. But I th i nk one of the th i ngs that has cau sed the 
i nci dence of spousal as saul t and vi o l ence genera l l y  to i ncrease i s  the breakdown of the extended 
fam i l y  group. 

I thi nk there was a t i me i n  our soci ety when i nd i vi dua l s wou l d  th i nk tw i ce before they comm i t ted 
vi o l ence agai nst the i r  spouse because of the pres sure of other fam i l y  members of that spouse who 
wou l d  take act i on aga i nst them i f  that happened. Now , i n  thi s mobi l e  soci ety , that support 
structure of the extended fam i l y  group i s  gone. Now , peop l e  who woul d commi t these sort s of 
as sau l t s  do it wi th the fu l 1 know l edge that thei r spouse does not have that support mechani s m  i n  
p l ace any more. I th i nk that i s  an i mportant factor, and a l so  I th i nk the breakdown of the 
communi ty or the ne i ghbourhood. At one t i me a l so , in a cl ose-kni t communi ty or in a cl ose-kni t 
nei ghbourhood, everybody knew everybody. And aga i n, I th i nk that was a deterrent for anyone to  
comm i t  these horr i b l e  act s of  vi o l ence. 

I th i nk there has been a major i nabi l i ty i n  our i nst i tut i ons , whether they are government , 
educat i onal or jud i c i al to deal wi th a rap i d l y  chang i ng soci ety. There i s  a l ot of bu i l t-i n 
frustrat i on i n  soci ety now. There are a l ot of l osers , i f  you wi l l ,  i n  soci ety. I t  i s  a very 
compet i t i ve soci ety and there are on l y  so many w i nners in a compet i t i ve soci ety. There i s  a l ot 
of , I th i nk ,  i nterna l vi o l ence ri ght now i n  a l ot of peopl e  because they are so frustrated. 
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I ntegrated Approach To Soci al Problems 

Unemployment has been i nst i tut i onal i zed i n  our whole econom i c  system . The pol i t i ci ans talk about 
full employment . The real i ty i s  there pr obably w i ll never be full employment aga i n. The real i ty  
is  there wi ll al ways be a lar ge segment of  soc i ety who wi ll not have jobs and wi ll have al l those 
frustrat i ons because of that . Th i s  repor t, wh i ch I thought was very good, outli ned the t remend ous 
i nfluence of i ncreased alcohol and d rug abuse . I t h i nk that all too often we as governments and we 
as a soc i ety have looked at alcohol and d rug abuse as a separate ent i ty .  We have tr i ed to dea l  
w i th the results o f  that pr oblem i n  i solat i on .  Somet i mes we l ook a t  the concept of spousal assault 
as a separate ent i ty .  We look at the problems of juveni le offenders as a separate ent i ty, when i n  
fact they are all i nterre l ated . I thi nk i t  i s  very i mportant that as a government , as soc i al 
agenc i es, we take an i ntegrated approach to these pr oblems because the problems of one area have 
i mpact in another area . The frust rated juveni le offender pr obably has more chance to be somebod y 
who perpet rates spousal assault as he gets older . 

I th i nk there has also been a percept i on of marr i age, and especi ally of women i n  marr i age, that i n  
many ways i s  st i ll somewhat med i ev a l  - - the feel i ng that a woman becomes a chattel wi t h i n  
mar r i age .  I thi nk that i s  changi ng and that i s  changi ng because women are forc i ng that t o  change . 
But I t h i nk that i n  many ways our jud i c i al system st i ll looks back at the days when i n  fact a woman 
was the possess i on, for all i ntents and purposes, of her man . There have not been changes in the 
jud i c i al system that real ly recogni ze the i ndependence of modern women . 

It seems that w i th almost each pass i ng day there i s  more and more v i olence i n  pornography . There 
i s  more and more v i olence aga i nst women in pornography . I hate to th i nk what the future holds for 
these ki ds  r i ght now that are exposed to alcohol and drugs and pornography . What wi ll the pr oblem 
be 25 years fr om now? I th i nk i f  we do not come to gr i ps w i th i t  now I th i nk as Mr . Pedersen sa i d, 
the problem w i ll be i nsolub l e  i n  25 years . 

Repor t  Deals W i th Areas That Are Key To Success 

What I l i ke abol.lt the report is the report dealt wi th a number of areas that I th i nk are the key to 
success . It does not just t ouch in one area, it touches a br oad myr i ad of areas that we have to 
deal wi th, each one i n  co-ord i nat i on wi th the other . Obv i ously, educat i on is ext remely i mportant . 
I mean not only educat i on of our ch i ld ren but educat i on of our leaders . I th i nk that there is not 
a full understand i ng in the leadersh i p  of th i s  count ry, whether i t  i s  poli t i cal , adm i ni st rat i ve or 
bus i ness as to how w i despread spousal assault i s .  I t  crosses all races . I t  crosses all economi c  
classes . I t  i s  not somethi ng that happens i n  the sl ums of Toronto . I t  happens i n  the best areas 
i n  Toronto, a l so the "best fam i l i es' 1 in our soci ety and the smallest communi ty in the NWT .  

I l i ke the reference here t o  rehab i l i at i on. I th i nk that i s  an i mpor tant part of i t  t hough I for 
one th i nk there is some va l ue fo r anybody who mi ght commi t v i olence aga i nst another to know that 
they can go to ja i l  and they w i ll be puni shed . I th i nk that is an i mportant th i ng to know . I 
th i nk we shou l d  be st rong i n  that area . At the same t i me, I l i ke the i dea of pr ov i d i ng opt i ons, 
perhaps sayi ng " Well, for those peop l e  that can be sa l vaged, those people that can i mpr ove, we w i ll 
gi ve them that opportuni ty . 1 1  For those who cannot ,  for those who cont i nually go back to spousa l 
assault and to v i olence, I say keep them i n  ja i l .  I say we w i ll gi ve them a chance but I do not 
th i nk they should be gi ven the opportuni ty t i me and t i me aga i n  to perpet rate v i olence aga i ns 
i nnocent v i ct i ms .  

I th i nk i n  alcohol pr ograms, we w i ll be deal i ng w i th that aga i n .  I t  seems t hat an i mportant par 
of the problem in the NWT i s  alcohol . In all aspects, alcoho l  seems to be the major underlyi n 
factor . So I do not th i nk you can solve or even allev i ate the problems of spousal assault w i tho 
hav i nq a co-ord i nated appr oach to the alcoho l  problem . That is anphas i 2ed in the report, and 
l i ke that . 

What has happened over the last two or three years, I know i n  Yellowkni fe and I am not sure of t 
other communi t i es, i s  that the groups i nvolved here, SAF A and the groups that were i n  ex i sten 
before SAFA was forma l i zed, spent a l ot of t i me and a lot of effort us i ng volunteers - to educate t 
RCM P .  Now they have a tough j ob .  But I th i nk i n  Yellowkni fe i t  i s  i mpr ov i ng .  The RCMP 
becomi ng more aware, the ,courts are becom i ng more aware, that we have a real prob 1 em . 

I see us as a Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  hav i ng a major responsi b i li ty .  I th i nk we have to say and 
have to say i t  publ i cly that spousal assault i s  an awful problem here i n  the NWT . We wi ll mak 
one of our major pr i or i t i es to try to come to gr i ps w i th i t .  I th i nk we have to pr ov i de leader 
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in that area . I think al so our administration, the government, has to pr ovide that sort of 
l eadership . There has to be an education pr ocess in all areas of government so that every 
department realizes how important this pr oblem is, how widesp read it is . 

One of the very good and I think interesting points in this report is there are not women in 
positions of decision making in the RCMP, and in this government and the fact is -- I have b r ought 
this up time and time again - - once you get beyond the position of chief, you do not see women in 
this government as assistant deputy ministers, as deputy ministers . You just do not see it . I 
think that the RCMP historically has been a mal e  wor l d. The courts also . Just now in the last 
few years, you are seeing more and more women being involved as lawyers, as court officers, and as 
police . That is another important aspect of it that this particular report brought home to me . 

Report Raises Awareness 

What this report has done up until this point in time -- it itsel f has been an educational tool, it 
has raised awareness of this problem thr ou ghout the NWT . I real ly commend the people on this task 
fo rce who have taken their time and energy to travel · through the North . We have all learned the 
ma gnitude of the prob l em fr om this report . For me and for all of us I say thank you for a job wel l 
done, or the beginning of a job well done . There is a lot more work to do . 

As I see it, the government has a role and we, as an Assembly have a role, but social agencies in 
the communities a l so have a role . There has been an historic problem with political infighting 
among social agencies in communities . I think they have to recognize -- for instance, Yellowknife 
has many, many good agencies that are dea l ing with social prob l ems but there has not been a 
concentrated or co-ordinated approach of al l these agencies toward dealing with problems . So I 
accept our responsibi l ity and I accept the errors that we have made in the past as an Assemb l y, as 
a government, in dealing with this problem . But I also put it to the agencies that they too have a 
responsibil ity to work together, to for get some of their differences and try to achieve a 
co-ordinated ap proach to this particular pr oblem . 

The one major fact and reality that I hope this report and the final report and the actions of this 
Assemb l y  real ly emphasize is that spousal assault is not a woman's prob l em .  It is a human 
problem . Every one of us has a responsibility to try to come to grips with that pr oblem . It wou l d  
have been nice if Mr . Bayly was here for some comments on the actual report . I say the report at 
this point in time is excellent . It is a great document for discussion . But hopefully in the 
final report, some of these recommendations will be amplified . I want to emphasize that each one 
of these areas is very important but I think it is important to priorize some of these areas and 
that a timetable for implementation is given for all these recommendations . 

I get a little emotional about this one because I have seen all too often the results of spousal 
assault . But I can say that I, as an individual MLA, will give the Minister my total support in 
trying to come to grips with the problem and trying to support the recommendations of this task 
force . Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan) : Thank you, Mr . Ballantyne . Mr . McCallum . 

MR . McCALLUM : Thank you very much, Mr . Chairman . do not want to go on to any great degree . 
Obviously I am impressed with the report and with the people who were involved with it . 
comp l iment the Minister, as do other Members, on the work that they have accompl ished . The cur rent 
awareness and the impr oved sensitivity to the pr oblem is a direct result of the work of the task 
force in moving around . I know that they came to my community, unfortunately that particular 
evening I think there were two other meetings and they had to compete with those other groups who 
were meeting .  

In Fort Smith we have had a crisis centre for a number of years, run by a religious person, Sister 
Sutherland, who just recently has been honoured as Fort Smith's citizen of the year , not just 
because of her work at the crisis ce�tre but for many other things .  I have, as an educator, over a 
number of years, seen first-hand the resu l ts of family abuse, not just with children but with 
adults as well . I think that it is necessary to l ook at a program of prevention or take some 
preventive measures as a society . I agree with Mr . Ballantyne that we have made a band-aid 
approach to the solution of many kinds of difficulties in the communities . There are so many 
different groups or or ganizations involved with it, that we simply try to put a stop gap measure on 
a number of things . 
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I do not want to go i nto  the recommend at i ons, as the Mi n i ster h as i nd i c ated at t h i s  t i me, save fo r 
one . It i s  a concer n t h at I h ave l ocal l y, bec ause of t he poss i b i l i ty of some ch a n ges t h at m ay 
occu r  wi t h  the cr i s i s  cent re t h at i s  there . I k n ow t here i s  a new or g an i z at i on i n  town , Tawow, but 
there may be some ch anges be i ng made w i th i n  t he centre i tsel f  wh i ch is t he o l d  hosp i t a l . I t h i n k 
the ol d St . Ann ' s  Hosp i t a l  is an i deal  si t u at i o n because not on l y  are t he battered spo uses ab l e  to 
go there but t here i s  room for ch i l dren as wel l .  

Ass i st ance To Cent res A l re ady I n  Oper at i on 

I h ave one concern and t he M i n i ster refer red to i t .  T h i s  i s  t he poss i b i l i ty of prov i di n g 
ass i st ance to cent res t h at al ready ex i st .  I do not want my rem ar ks to be t aken the wrong way and 
to sug gest t h at t h ere w i l l  be ch anges made to t he one i n  Fort Sm i t h,  b ut t here is a poss i b i l i t y 
w i t h  t he ch ange i n  some person nel there . Ob v i ous l y  she l ters t h at are be i ng prov i ded by, to a great 
degree n o n - g over nment peo p l e  t h r ough t hei r l ar gesse, as i t  were, at t i  mes are underf u nded and i f  
there i s  a ch ange i n  the personnel i n vo l ved, t hen th at prog r am cou l d  suffer because i t  may not h ave 
t he proper f u ndi ng to cont i n ue .  So I wou l d  hope t h at, in the way t h at Mr . M acQ u arr i e  h ad 
i nd i c ated, the M i n i ster wou l d  l ook at some means by wh i ch he cou l d  prov i de some ass i st ance to those 
cen tres t h at are a l re ady i n  ex i stence . I rel ate speci f i c al l y  to my own commun i ty .  There i s  a 
poss i b i l i t y t h at t h i s  cen t re may requ i re some ass i st ance f i n anc i a l l y  to cont i n ue . I t  h as over a 
n umber of ye ars, prov i ded a shel ter for b attered sp ou ses as wel l as t hei r ch i l dren for a per i od of 
t i me .  I f  i t  i s  to cont i nue to oper ate and bec ause there i s  a good aw areness t h at i t  i s  req u i red i n  
t he town, I wou l d  ho pe t h at t he M i n i ster and h i s gover nment cou l d  see t he i r  way c lear t o  prov i di n g 
some k i n d  of ass i st ance to them . I am not sure whether they h ave req uested i t , but I know t h at 
t here are poss i b l e  ch an ges go i ng on and t here may wel l be a req uest from t hem . Th ank you . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Th ank you . Mrs. L awrence . 

MR S .  L AWRENCE : Th ank you, Mr . C h a i rman . I wo u l d  l i ke to make a comment and maybe ask a q uest i o n .  
I am su re  we are al l aw are t h at fam i l y  ab use i s  a ser i o us prob l em i n  some of our commun i t i es .  Not 
too l ong  ago th ere was a woman so b ad l y  beaten t h at she h ad to be medi v aced from the commun i ty to 
t he nearest hospi t a l . Wh at I cannot underst and i s, un l ess the person wh o was beaten l ays ch arges, 
t h ey w i l l  not t ake t he i nd i v i du al to court . I am h av i ng a h ard t i me u nderst andi ng t he l aw i n  t h at 
way .  I f  i t  i s  t h at bad, t h at the RCMP h as to send for a p l ane to medi v ac the person to hosp i t a l , 
t hen I wou l d  t h i n k t h at somet h i ng shou l d  be don e .  He shou l d  be t h rown i n  j a i l and t hr ow aw ay the  
keys or  he  sh ou l d  be encour aged to  take a preven t i ve progr am or counsel l i n g ,  so t h at he  wi l l  not do 
i t  aga i n .  I do n ot underst and her goi ng b ack to get the same treatment . I am h av i ng a h ard t i me 
to under st and but  i t  i s  not for me to j udge anyone l i ke t h at . I t  prob ab l y  h as to do wi th  a l ot of 
di fferent prob l ems, whether i t  i s  the ch i l dren, no money, no p l ace to go . I h ave seen a l ot of 
cases i n  my t i me h av i n g wo rked i n  the hosp i t a l  for a few ye ars . I h ave seen a l ot of phys i c a l  
v i o l ence ag a i nst women . I a l so -s aw husbands get t i ng beaten up by t he i r  w i ves as wel l .  

Mot i o n To Recommend Th at F u nds Be Pr ov i ded I mmedi ate ly  To Est ab l i sh S afe Houses And Serv i ces, 
W i t hdr awn 

I wou l d  l i ke to - - I do not want to pro l ong th i s  deb ate so I wou l d  l i ke to make a mot i on on th i s  
report . Before I do t h at I wou l d  l i ke to comp l i ment t he peop l e  t h at were i n vo l ved i n  do i ng t he 
report . The mot i on wi l l  read : whereas t he prob l em of f ami l y  ab use i n  the Nort hwest Ter r i to r i es i s  
at a st ate of cr i s i s ;  and whereas t he Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  o f  t he Nor t hwest Ter r i tor i es i s  
consi der i n g t h e  report of t h e  t ask force o n  spousa l  assau l t ;  now therefore, I move t h at th i s  
Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  recommend to t he Execut i ve t h at fu nds be prov i ded i mmedi ate l y  to the Soci ety 
A g a i nst F am i l y  Ab use and to ot her commun i ty groups wh i ch are prov i d i ng serv i ces to battered women 
and t he i r ch i l dren for t he est ab l i shment of safe houses and serv i ces to treat t he prob l em  i n  a 
real i st i c  man ner . 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gar g an ) : Th an k  you,  Mrs . L awrence . C an we get a copy of the mot i on ?  Mr . Patterso n ,  
d o  you h ave a po i nt of order ? 

HON. DENN I S  PATTERSON: Yes, Mr . Ch a i rman , ' r bel i eve t here may be ot her Members wh� m i ght w i sh t o  
make gener a l  comments and I wonder i f  I m i ght su ggest t h at the mot i on cou l d  be deferred un t i l al l 
Members h ave h ad a ch ance to m ake gener al c omments. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  G a r g an ) : Mrs . L awrence, wou l d  t h at be ag ree ab l e? 
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MRS .  LAWRENCE: Mr . Chairman , that is agreeab l e .  I have been going in and out , busy making phone 
cal l s , and I was not aware that other Members wou l d  l ike to ma ke c omments . Thank you . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) :  Mrs . Lawrence ,  wou l d  you l ike to withdraw your motion for the present time 
and introduce it later? 

MRS .  LAWRENCE: Yes, Mr . Chairman, I wil l withdraw my motion until l ater . 

---Withdrawn 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Thank you , Mrs . Lawrence .  Mr . T ' Se l eie . 

MR . T ' SELEIE: Mr . Chairman , I just want to say that I guess the part of the report that interests 
me are the parts that refer to spousal assau l t  re l ated to the abuse of a l c oho l . I think the two 
are very much rel ated . I was going to point out the fact that the Mini ster of Hea l th was not in 
the House but he is back in now so it wi l l be usef u l  to have his ear . As I was saying , the two are 
rel ated and just by way of genera l comments I wou l d  be wi l l ing to support any motion that addresses 
this issue . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you, Mr . T ' Se l eie . Ms Co urnoyea . 

HON.  NELL IE CO URNOYEA : Mr . Chairman, I do not have a l ot to say at this time because I bel ieve 
that this subject is something that wi l l be ongoing for a whil e .  However , I wou l d  l ike to s ay that 
the report certainl y is thorou gh and with a l l the rec ommendations I certainly  hope that mysel f ,  as 
part of the government, wou l d  be ab l e  to at l east try to he l p al ong some of the issues and try to 
reso l ve ,  throu gh the rec ommendations, some of the prob l ems that we a l l know are critical in many of 
the communities . 

Prob l em I ndicative Of Lac k Of We l l - Being Of Men 

There was one thing I fe l t  that was somewhat missed in the tota l pac kage . I rea l ize that the 
c ommittee was deal ing with the precise probl em of once a person is assau l ted and beaten, then what 
do we do from there? One of the things that I find that has not been identified -- partic u l ar l y it 
wil l re l ate not necessari l y  to Yel l ow knife or the l arger centres, or the more active centres such 
as Yel l owkni fe and perhaps Hay River or the areas where there is a bit of a dif ferent l ifesty l e, 
but one of the things that I find mysel f ,  in my rel ationships with re l atives and other peop l e  who 
come to a point where someone is hit or beaten up , one of the things that oftentimes is not real l y  
addressed is the fact that most of the t i me we are tal king about women being beaten. Now, if you 
l ook at how that comes about , we do not often consider why a person wou l d  beat his wife or his 
s i ster . It is oftent i mes bec ause there is not a fee l ing of we l l -being with the men . What this 
society has been ab l e  to do in the l ast few years is to strip many of the commun i ties of the 
l ifesty l e  that has been very su pportive of the men ' s  wel l -being -- the abi l ity to uti l i ze the 
harvesting reso urces to be ab l e  to sup port a famil y .  

I be l ieve that if we l ook more toward the reason why, we come to a situation where peop l e  feel 
bad l y  about themsel ves and use a way of getting out of how bad l y  they feel about themsel ves throu gh 
a l coho l and then in the end the nearest person yo u can hit at , after yo u finish trying to make al l 
your overtures toward the government, to restore your c ommunity , to sel l what l itt l e  you have been 
ab l e  to make off the l and , after strugg l ing to try to fi l l out al l the forms to get reimbursed for 
maybe a bit of gas, and other things that we try to overcome ,  the expense that a normal ma le in a 
smal l community has to overc ome , after that frustration the first person thut you see and the 
person that is c l ose to you is your wife . 

I mproving Ro l e  Of Men Wi l l - Hel p Women 

I bel ieve that this area has to be exp l ored . If we can find some ways that we can address the 
concern of the mal e ,  to make them fee l that stripped of the abil ity to commercial l y  util ize the 
harvest, they can get something e l se to substitute for it . I do not be l ieve that this is a prob l em 
where the wife is the prob l em .  I t  'is more the frustration of the mal e  trying to make a l iving for 
his fami l y  and have a meaningf u l  existence in society as much as it is being changed . I certainl y 
feel that no mal e  wou l d  assau lt  a woman or use al coho l to , perhaps, take away h i s  sel f-disci p l ine 
unl ess there was something wrong there . I say that within most of our smal l er communities there is 
someth i ng wrong and that is the abi l ity for a man to l ook after his famil y, to be ab l e  to make 
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enough  money , to put  h i s ch i l dren t h rough  s c h o o l  wh en  they ar e away from home and the  per so n  t hat 
i s  gener a l l y  t he one who i s  h ar p i ng on the ma l e i s  the  w i fe becau se she  i s  al ways t he f i rst one to  
be  to l d  to get  some s pend i n g money from t he  h u s b and  or to b uy  a new dress  for her  daug hter  o r  t o  do  
s ometh i ng bec au se s he i s  gener a l l y  t he  one t h at i s  s u pposed to u nderst and . I be l i eve t h at i n  o rder 
to  he l p  the  fema l e we h ave to he l p the ma l e as we 1 1 .  Once we f i nd the  appr o ach  wh ere  the  mal e i s  
s at i sf i ed w i th h i s  ab i l i ty to make a l i v i ng and l ook after t he fam i l y  i n  t h i s  c h ang i ng soc i ety , 
then  we w i l l  do a l ot toward spo u s a l  as s au l t  or t he  e l i m i n at i on of suc h . 

I s u ppose  peop l e  may t h i n k  i t  i s  cute i f  I s ay t h i s  but wh at h as t o  be understoo d  too , i s  t h at many 
ye ars ago and perh aps even i n  t he t i me of my memory i s  t h at ma l e peop l e  u s ed to be ab l e  to h a ve two 
w i v e s . I do not t h i n k  t h at i s  rea l l y  a b ad th i n g but soc i ety h as s a i d t h at i s  not r i g ht . R i g ht 
n ow t h ere are a l ot of peop l e  c heat i ng on e ach ot her bec ause you c an n ot do t h i s  t h i ng l eg a l ly  o r  
w i th  accept anc e .  I am  a f i rm be l i ever th at i f  somet h i ng  works  we  shou l d  k eep  i t  and keep i t  o u t  i n  
t he  open . These k i nds  of t h i ngs al l c au se f r u s t rat i on and cert a i n l y  when you l ook at t he q u i c k 
c h anges  peop l e  h av e  been forced to go t hrough  j u st bec au s e  soc i ety c h anges  very q u i c k l y  wi t ho ut 
t h e i r  i n p'ut or w i t h out even t h i n k i ng t h ey s h o u l d  h ave an i n p ut ,  t he f act i s  t h at we are mov i ng from 
wh at I fe l t  was pe r h aps a reaso n ab l e  way to overcome the many chores  i n  the home to restr i ct i ng 
peop l e  on wh at t h ey do l eg a l l y  or make t hem fee l  ash amed of how t h ey l i ve .  

D i ff i c u l t i e s W i t h I m age Portrayed O n  Te l ev i s i o n 

Then  n ow we are go i ng b ack to the who l e  scope of wh at t e l ev i s i on t e aches us . Somet i mes i t  i s  very 
confus i n g bec au se on te l ev i s i on the  peop l e  t h at we are t aug ht  to respect wh i c h ,  pardon my 

ex pres s i on ,  i s  the  wh i te soc i ety, are par t a k i ng i n  a type of v i o l ence t h at ap pe ars to be 
acc ept ab l e .  I t  i s  very di ff i c u l t  for a t r ad i t i on a l  fam i l y  to try to ex p l a i n to the i r young peop l e  
who watch a great dea l of t e l ev i s i on why t h at i s  not ac cept ab l e  and when d e a l t  wi th i n  the r i ght  
way some ye ars ago  some of  those  t h i n g s  wou l d  not  have h ad to come to a po i n t wh ere peop l e  f i gh t 
abo ut t hem or argue about t h em . I t  i s  a norm al way of l i v i ng b ut n ot the  v i o l ence . Now we ar e 
t r e at i n g i t  wi th  v i o l ence  i n  order to get the  k i nd of st i mu l at i on th at pe op l e  wan t . 

U nfortun at e l y ,  as we l l ,  I b e l i eve  a l ot of t he women wh en  they h ave  a l ot of ch i l dren h ave  a 
d i ff i c u l t  t i me to res pond i n  t he g l amorous  form t h at i s  put over T V  and t h ey c annot c ompete w i t h  
t h at k i nd  o f  - - I do  not know wh at the word i s  for i t ,  b u t  at t h at l ev e l  o f  exc i t ement . A l l these 
pre s s u res are here and at  t he s ame t i me I guess  we a l l want to h ave everyth i ng t h at we see and t h at 
i s  a l ot of pre s s u re  on women . So , i n  terms of the  who l e  appr o ac h  to i t ,  I be l i eve t h at i n  l ook i n g  
a t  i t  t he women h ave to  try to be  muc h  more t h an n orm al l y  h uman a nd  the ma l e  h as t o  be much more 
t h an norma l l y  h uman but it seems to be t hat the mal e count erpart i s  the  one t h at has to try to come 
up  w i th  s ome k i nd of so l ut i on to f i n an c i al l y  l o ok aft er the prob l ems of t he f am i l y . I be l i eve t h at 
u nt i l s u c h  t i me as we c an l ook more and more ag gre ss i ve l y  toward t h at , not t ak i n g away from wh at i s  
i n  t h at report , but a l so addres s i ng t h at i s s u e .  Th ank yo u .  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you ,  Ms Cour noye a .  Mr . W r ay .  

HON . GOR DON WRAY : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman .  I w i l l  n ot make too m any c omments . I wou l d  l i ke t o  
ex press  my g r at i t ude t o  the  M i n i ster and t o  the comm i t tee for the  report . I t h i n k i t  i s  an 
exc e l l ent one . I t h i nk t h at the fact t h at t he report i t s e l f  was done i s  j u st as mean i ngfu l  as t h e  
recommen d at i ons  c a n ta i ned wi th i n  t h e  report bec ause  the  mere fact t h at t h e  report was comm i s s i oned 
ser ves i n  i t s e l f  to h i g h l i g ht the prob l ems . I t  s erves i t s e l f  to h i g h l i g ht t he fact t h at agen c i e s  
a nd  peop l e  a re  n ow  l i sten i ng to a prob l em t h at I s u spect h as ex i sted for a l ong , l on g  t i me but , 
bec ause of many re ason s ,  emb arrassmen t ,  i n ab i l i ty to c ope w i t h t he prob l ems ,  t he prob l em  has been 
h i dden . I s u s pect t h at ev en wi th i n  the conf i n es of t h i s  room there are many peop l e  who have had 
exper i ences i n  t h i s  are a .  

Twof o l d P rob l em 

The prob l em as I see i t  i s  twofo l d .  On one h and we h ave to be ab l e  to respond to t he v i ct i ms of 
t he se  as s au l t s once they t ake p l ace but I t h i n k eq u a l l y  i mport ant , we h ave to address  our se l ves as 
to why t hese as s au l t s are t ak i ng p l ac e .  I t h i nk t h at i s  perh aps even more c r i t i c al t h an o ur 
ab i l i ty to respond , bec au se  i f  we c an st art cutt i n g off the  prob l em before i t  st art s , then i t  i s  
go i ng to h e l p  us o ut a l ot more .  
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I would not agree with those that say that alcohol is the cause of spousal assault . I think that 
alcohol is a vehicle by which spousal assault takes place . I would put to this House that probably 
the reasons why the person is usin g alcohol an d the reasons why he is commiting  assault have a very 
common basis and that alcohol is merely the vehicle by which this assault takes place . I would 
also say that in all probability, one of the reasons that physical assault takes place, is because 
of the psychological assault that is perhaps per formed on one part ner by another . I think Ms 
Cournoyea has highlighted some of the reasons why psychological assault is takin g place, but i_t is 
certainly a pr oblem that we have to attack at its base and n ot confine all our efforts and all our 
resources and money to respondin g to the problem . I think we have to look deeper at that problem . 

The other brief comment I will make is that one of the problems that we have in dealin g with this 
problem is the unknown . How serious is the pr oblem? How broad-ran ging is it? O nce again, I 
suspect that when we start to come up w i th the remedies fo r the problem and provide things like 
safe houses and pr ovide people that can cope with these problems, that this House and even the 
committee itself is goin g to be ext remely shocked at just how widespread this problem is . I think 
that once we provide the tools, the floodgates are going  to open and we are going to start fi nding  
out just how serious this pr oblem is because I do not think it  is a small pr oblem . Unfortunately, 
I am only too well aware of the vast number of instances where problems occur . A gain, it is not 
somethin g that is unique to the North . It is somethin g that is right across the coun try .  Luckily 
we are small en ou gh and our communities are small enou gh that perhaps we will be able to highlight 
the problem an d tackle the pr oblem in a much better man ner than has been done perhaps in southern  
Canada . 

Victims N ot Receiving The Help They Need 

The last comment I would make, and  I make it because when I read the report I must admit I chuckled 
in a couple of instances not because anythin g in the report was fun ny but because the report 
highlighted some instances that I was personally aware of in the last two or three months .  There 
was one instance that I am aware of where a woman was very severely assaulted an d the only recourse 
was for that woman to leave and go to a very distant community .  Yet the person who had perpet rated 
the assault was back on the streets within 24  hours an d six weeks later is still walking  aroun d 
waiting for a court case to be heard while the victim has had to be isolated from her friends and 
relatives in a community very far away . To me, it is rather sad that the victim is the one who is 
even further victimized, as opposed to the perpetrator . 

Another incident that took place that I am aware of in which a woman who was the subject of assault 
many times over the course of eight or nine years but because of her fear of doin g anyt hin g about 
it, had done nothin g .  One night she received a beating that finally convinced her that she had to 
do somethin g .  She phoned a social worker only to  be told that he was sick and could not deal with 
the problem . She then phoned the RCMP who es sentially told her t hat he did n ot really want to do 
anythin g an d nothing  was done . This did not happen that lon g ago . This is within the last five 
weeks or so that I was made aware of the pr oblem . My fear is, and the report highlighted it, that 
it took this woman eight and a half years to do somethin g  about her problem an d when she finally 
plucked up the courage to do something  about it, the a gencies, the people responsible for helpin g 
her, were not able to respo nd .  My concern is that havin g t ried this once that this person may very 
well never t ry again . The next time perhaps something may happen that will be even more serious 
than what happened before an d perhaps she may be backed int o a cor ner to the extent that she may be 
willing to commit a crime that many of us would not want to see . I think the report highlighted 
that an d it was interestin g that they did .  

I suspect that this happens too many times so I would like t o  commend the commit tee o n  its report 
because I think they have zer oed in on what action has to be taken . I would hope that when we 
discuss it we will be able to do somethin g about it . I would ur ge that we pay a lot of attention 
or at least as much attent ion to what is causing  these pr oblems as to trying to help these people 
after the pr oblems have resulted . Thank you, Mr . Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan ) :  Thank you, Mr . Wray . Are there any other general commen ts to the report? 
Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON . RICHARD NERYSO O: Thank you, Mr . Chairman . I would just like to first express my personal 
appreciation to those members that were part of the task force and those individuals on the task 
force that committed their time and effort in developing  the report .  I think that the whole 
question of spousal assault is an issue that needed to be addressed publicly . 
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I .i ust wanted to say t hat I have been a party to see i ng spo usa l assau l t  be i ng carr i ed out and i t  i s  
not a very p l easant t h i ng .  More t han t hat, i t  affects a l ot more than just t he i nd i v i dual on wh i ch 
t hat spo usal assau l t  or that assau l t  i s  occurr i ng .  I t  affects, i n  cases of fam i l y, the ch i l dren, 
t he i ndi v i dual s t hat are assoc i ated to t hat fam i l y . I just want to say t hat t here i s  one poi nt 
t hat was made i n  the  text, under chapter one, wh i ch says, 11 Spousal assau l t  i s  de l i berate and 
usual l y  secret i ve . 1 1  We l l ,  I am not ter r i b l y  sure i f  1 1 usual l y  secret i ve" are t he proper words t o  
use . Pr obab l y  secret i ve i n  the sense that i t  has never been an i ssue t hat peop l e  have wanted to 
tal k about b ut t he act ual assau l ts are not al ways secret i ve .  T hey are very p ub l i c and t hey are 
pub  1 i c enough  for not onl y  the f am i 1 i es to see t hem but the communi ty to see them and that i n  
i tse l f  i s  not a very p l easant s i g h t . 

Spousa l  Assau l t  Seen As Acceptab l e  By Soc i ety 

What is sad about t hat i s  that the i dea of spousal assau l t  i s  somet h i ng t hat t he communi ty beg i ns 
t o  accept, par t i cu l ar l y  t h ose peop l e  and fam i l i es that have never seen i t  wi t h i n  t he i r  own 
fam i l i es, so t hat t h i s  p u b l i c  assau l t  creates an educat i on among ot her peop l e  sug gest i ng t hat i t  i s  
acceptab l e  and t hat i s  wrong . That type of assau l t  shou l d  never, ever, be accepted . I t h i nk that 
t he i dea of bat ter i ng, as i ndi cated in t he report as wel l ,  wh i ch says it is phys i cal , emot i onal ,  
psych o l og i cal and sp i r i t ua l  - - I t h i nk that those are very good i nd i cators of the extent to wh i ch 
any type of bat ter i ng can occur but the i dea of spousal assau l t  su ggests t here i s  a r e l at i onsh i p  
between or a prob l em between men and women that resu l ts i n  some type of assau l t .  I t  goes furt her 
t han t hat because what I have seen i s  t hat younger boys beg i n  to assau l t  younger g i r l s and i t  
suggests t hat that i s  acceptab l e  so that the rea l i ty of assau l t  between bot h men and women beg i ns 
at a very young age . Soci ety i tsel f  beg i ns to sug gest that t hey can accept t hat and t hat i s  bad . 

I say t hat i s  bad because i t  creates anot her generat i on of peop l e  that are p repared to cont i nue 
w i t h  the same type of hab i ts that they thought  were good fo r the i r parents and, in some cases, have 
seen i t  wi t h  t he i r grandparents so they accept that . It cont i nues t h rough ch i l dhood, i t  cont i nues 
i nt o  ado l escence, i t  cont i nues i nto the t i me when they become men and women and event ua l l y, i n  some 
cases, ra i se fam i l i es .  In many cases i t  i s  far more t han t hat . Even i n  t he case where peop l e  do 
not get mar r i ed but l i ve toget her, i t  seems that because they have been a part of t h i s  type of 
assau l t, t hey cont i nue that even i nto common- l aw rel at i onsh i ps .  I t h i nk t hat i t  comes to a po i nt 
where they feel t hat no one sh ou l d  i nterfere i n  thei r l i ves when th ose th i ngs happen because t hey 
t h i nk t hat t hat i s  part of t he accepted way of l i fe .  I t  i sn ' t .  

The sad part i s  t hat peop le  have not, i n  the past , addressed that part i cu l ar i ssue at t h i s  t i me 
because i t  i s  a major i ssue, not onl y  i n  the Northwest Ter r i tor i es but t h roughout  Canada . I t h i nk 
one shou l d  not take t h i s  par t i cu l ar i ssue i n  t he context of what i s  happeni ng in so ut hern Canada 
and the way i n  wh i ch t hose peop l e  are t ryi n g  to dea l w i t h  the so l ut i ons, tryi ng to dea l wi t h  the 
q uest i ons, and t he c oncerns t hat · resu l t  from spousal assau l t .  

I must say t h at t he i ssue of spousal  assau l t  i s  a much br oader i ssue and i t  is  real l y, i n  some 
cases, fam i l y  assau l t .  We have categ or i zed t h i s  i ssue as an i ssue between men and women and yet we 
have sug gested t hat ch i l d abuse i s  a separate i ssue but t he real i ty i s  t hat ch i l d  abuse i s  a major 
el ement in th i s  part i cu l ar i tem of sp ousa l assau l t .  They suffer many t i mes when spo usa l assau l t  
occurs . They are a major factor, the ch i l dren are i n  t he way, t hey get h i t  or t hey are to l d  to get 
out of the ho use . Those k i nds of t h i ngs occur . They are ab used i n  the pr ocess as wel l .  I t h i nk 
t hat t he i dea of t h i s  i ssue be i ng a very narrow one i s  not i n  my op i ni on t he way to deal w i th i t .  
I t  i s  a broad i ssue . I t  i s  a broad i ssue because i t  teaches the communi ty and the fam i l y  hab i t s 
t hat rea l l y  are not acceptab l e  and shou l d  never be acceptab l e . 

A l coh o l ,  A Veh i c l e  Of V i o l ence 

I j ust wanted to, as we l l ,  speak aga i n  on the po i nt rai sed ab out al coho l  be i ng, I g uess, a factor . 
I g uess I have to go ag ai n to Mr . Wray ' s  comments a few mi nutes ag o, i t  i s  a veh i c l e .  In many 
cases i t  i s  a veh i c l e  because of vi o l ence or for psych o l og i cal reasons, for personal reasons, there 
is no st reng t h  in the i nd i v i dua l that wants to carry out that part i cu l ar assau l t .  Th i s  seems to be 
an i tem creat i ng strength in t he i nd i v i dual to car ry out t he assau l t .  Agai n, it js not p l easant 
because sad to say t he assau l t  does not al ways occur aga i n between the man and the spo use . I t  
cou l d  go furt her t han t hat . I t  cou l d  go fr om an i ssue between t he spouses to a fam i l y  member and 
fr i ends . 

I t h i nk t hat the cha i rman wants to recogni ze the cl ock . I st i l l  want to cont i nue speak i ng about 
t h i s  part i cu l ar i ssue . 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo. Just a remi nder to the Members that there w i l l  be 
a Management and Ser v i ces Board meet i ng i mmed i ate ly after th i s. I w i l l  recogn i ze the c l ock at th i s  
t i me. I al so wou l d  l i ke to say that I wou l d  l i ke to make some comments too, myse l f. We wi l l  
recess unt i l 6: 30 p.m. 

-- -SHORT RECESS 

The commi ttee w i l l  now come to order. We are dea l i ng w i th Tab l ed Document 36-85 (1), Report by the 
Task Force on Spousa l Assau l t. Mr. Nerysoo. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. As I was i nd i cat i ng ear l i er the po i nt about the 
use of al cohol as part of thi s part i cu l ar debate and i ts assoc i at i on to spousal assau l t, the fact 
that i t  i s  associ ated and I suggested that i t  is a vehi cl e for car ryi ng out such assau l t. Further, 

i nd i cated the effect of spousal assau lt  on fam i l y. 

j ust wanted to al so say that th is  s i t uat i on i s  not on l y  rel ated to the men but al so to women i n  
numerous cases. It gets more dangerous, I be l i eve, than j ust the i dea of phys i cal  assau l t  because 
physi cal assau l t  i tsel f  l eads to the use of th i ngs l i ke weapons of var i ous natures, beat i ngs w i th 
whatever objects are avai l ab l e  to an i nd i v i d ual  and not onl y  the use of hand s or feet, but i t  i s  
much more dangerous than that. I a l  so wanted to say that the i ssue itse l f  i s  a l  so a far more 
ser i ous one than one that recogn i zes the po l i t ica l  emot i on of l eaders such as ou rsel ves. To those 
peopl e  that are i nvol ved i n  spousal assau l t  ei ther d i rect ly or i nd i rectl y, it  i s  a personal emot i on 
that i s  affected . There has to be a recogn i t i on, I bel i eve, of that part i c u l ar si tuat i on. 

W i th regard to try i ng to dea l wi th the i ss ue. I th i nk there have been a number of suggest i ons that 
have been made and as much as we can cr i t i c i ze the use of or the i nf l uence of te l ev i s i on or v i deo 
f i l ms or whatever ad d i t i ona l publ i cat i ons that mi ght show v i o l ence, I bel i eve that we can use those 
med i ums to create an awareness in  the understand i ng of the effect of such a s i t uat i on. 

I ssues Caus i ng O r  Resu l t i ng From Spousa l  Assau l t  

Regard i ng the i dea of a l so creat i ng ad d i t i onal agenci es i n  some i nstances -- I am not sure i f  the 
i dea of creat i ng ad d i t i onal agenc i es i s  al ways a good thi ng . I th i nk that there are many agenci es 
i n  exi stence now through whi ch, i f  we use those agenci es proper l y, we mi ght be ab l e  to address some 
of the i ssues and major concerns that those part i cu l ar agenc i es are dea l i ng wi th, part i cu l ar l y  i f  
these i ssues have an effect on th is  part i cu l ar s i t uat i on, i f  spousal assau lt i s  a resu lt of those 
i ssues that we are try i ng to deal wi th. As we l l ,  some agenc i es may be deal i ng wi th speci f i c  
ad d i t i onal resu l ts out of the whole  quest i on of spousal assau l t. I rai se thi s  because we deal w i th 
the quest i on of al cohol al most in  i so l at i on of the resu l t  that occurs from al coho l i sm or the abuse 
of al coho l ,  the abuse of drugs. We are tryi ng to deal w i th the who l e  quest i on of ch i l d abuse i n  
i so l at i on of the possi b i l i ty that th i s  mi ght be the begi nn i ng of that s i t uat i on of ch i l d  abuse. 
So, I th i nk that we must l ook at al l the ki nds of agenci es that are in exi stence and see i f  they 
can ad d ress that parti cu l ar si tuat i on. 

I a l so wanted to j ust say that the report i tse l f i nd i cates that there i s  a d i fference -- and i t  i s  
a poi nt I made ear l i er - - there i s  a d i fference between the manner i n  wh i ch the peop le in  the 
smal l er communi t i es dea l wi th th i s  quest i on as opposed to the l arger centres. In the commun i t i es 
it  i s  at t i mes very personal .  It i s  personal i n  the sense of the way in  wh i ch the communi ty i tse l f  
re l ates to the peopl e  i n  that commun i ty. More i mportantl y  the i ssue i s  very v i s i b l e. I t  i s  very 
v i s i b l e  to peop l e. That is a po i nt I made ear l i er when I i nd i cated that the effect of spousal 
assau l t  goes fu rther than j ust fami l y. I t  goes to the communi ty. It i s  necessary that we ask or 
seek support of peop l e  i n  the communi t i es to try to ad dress th i s  part i cu l ar i ssue. 

I mprovement Of Laws 

I a l so wanted to say that maybe the l aws have not been devel oped to proper ly  ad d ress thi s  issue as 
wel l .  I thi nk that i s  somethi ng that we have to work on together, as opposed to bei ng cr i t i cal of 
the l aws as they are, to try to f i nd some sol ut i on to i mprov i ng the l aws. I be l i eve that many of 
the l aws that app l y  to assau l t  general l y, are i n  the Cr i mi na l  Code and therefore we have to i mpress 
upon the federal government to try to i mprove the l aws as they are. 

I f i nd that peop l e  in the commun i t i es as wel l real ly do not want to get i nvol ved. They feel at 
t i mes that they do not have an i nterest at al l in tryi ng to dea l wi th the probl em. And i t  i s  a 
prob l em and must be add ressed. I thi nk as wel l ,  as I i nd i cated a few mi nutes ago, regard i ng the 
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use of t h e  medi a or wh at ever poss i b l e pub l i c  med i um we h ave av a i l ab l e to us, t h at we ought to be 
us i ng it in express i ng ways in wh i ch we c an br i n g t h i s  i ssue to the at te nt i on of t h ose peop l e  i n  
t h e  commun i t i es t h at are affe cted  by spousal  assau l t .  

I w i l l  j ust conc l ude, Mr . Ch a i rm an, by ag a i n  i ndi c at i ng to the  members of the  task forc e ,  cert a i n l y  
my own person al ap prec i at i on for the  work t h at you h ave done . I t h i nk t h at the  who l e  i ssue t h at 
you h ave been asked to d e a l  wi t h  h as not been, probab l y  i n  many c ases, a very p l easan t  one from t h e  
prese n t at i ons be i n g m ade b y  ot h er i nd i v i du a l s  or b y  groups t h at h ave been assoc i at ed w i th  t h i s  
p art i cul ar i ssue . The  unfortun at e th i ng I guess in any re port of t h i s  type i s  t h at you never ever 
get to h e ar wh at t h e  c h i l dren, t h at are i nvo l ved in  t hese types of fam i l i es, go  t hrough . I t  i s  
un fortun at e t h at you re a l l y  h ave not h ad an op portuni ty to hear wh at t h ey h ave to say and t h e  
effect o n  t h em person al l y . But I wou l d  hope t h at at some t i me t h ose peop l e  t h at are present l y  i n  
sch o o l  wh o h ave been assoc i ated wi t h  t h i s  ki nd of si tuat i on wi l l  be ab l e  to spe ak to you or t h e  
groups t h at are est ab l i sh ed or h opefu l l y, some mec h an i sm to de al w i th th i s  part i cu l ar i ssue t h at 
m i g h t  be est ab l i sh ed by t h e  Government of t h e  Nort hwest Terri tor i es .  I t h i nk t h at i t  i s  an i ssue 
t h at requ i r es a l ot of underst andi ng and a l ot of c ommi tment to reso l v i ng t he i ssues . As I s a i d  I 
ap prec i at e  an d I t h ank the  members of the  t ask force for t h e i r  contr i but i on and t h e i r comm i tment  to 
deve l op i ng t h i s  report . Th i s  i s  not t h e  end of t he si tuat i on .  Th i s  i s  n ot the  e nd of t he w ay i n  
wh i c h we are go i n g to d e a l  wi t h  the  i ssues as they are . I t  i s  re a l l y  t h e  beg i nni n g  i n  the  sense 
t h at t h i s  i s  t h e  f i rst t i me we h ave ever h ad an opport uni ty to d i scuss i t  pub l i c l y  i n  a forum of 
t h i s  n ature . I hope t h at i t  cre ates a l ot more di scussi on not onl y  wi t h i n  t h i s  part i cul ar forum 
but t h rough out t h e  general pub l i c  so t h at we c an f i nd so l ut i ons and w ays in wh i ch we c an de al w i t h  
t h i s  bec ause I do  not t h i nk t h ere i s  go i n g  t o  b e  one s i ng l e so l ut i on t h at addresses t h i s  prob l em .  
Th ank you, Mr . Ch a i rman . 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  G argan ) :  Th ank you, Mr . Nerysoo . Are t h ere any oth er general  c omments? Mr . Cur l ey .  

Re l uct an ce  To T a l k  F ree l y  On Th i s  I ssue 

HON .  TAGAK CURLEY :  ( Trans l at i on )  Th ank you, Mr . Ch a i rman . I wou l d  l i ke to t h ank J ohn  Bay l y, I r i s 
McCracken and t h e  members of the  task force who we r e  tryi ng to get i nput into  th i s .  I wou l d l i ke 
to t h ank t h em very much bec ause t h ey h ad to work h ard on t h i s  and as t h ey say, t h ey h ave not 
fi n i sh ed the re port . Yet,  I know t h i s  was very h ard work and I know t h at they are not the  on l y  
peop l e  who h ave to be respons i b l e  for spousal assau l t .  I am sure we c an und erst and fran t he re port 
wh at h appens i n  t h e  commun i t i es conc erni n g  spousa l  assau l t .  Perh aps i t  i s  h ard to ta l k about th i s  
fre e l y .  I am sure a l ot of peop l e  kn ow t h at spouses and fam i l i es who are assau l t ed are not too 
c omfort ab l e  t a l ki ng about t h i s .  So, due to t h i s  fact,  I t h i nk t h at is why t h i s  h as st art ed i n  t h e  
b e g i nn i n g .  I t h i nk t h at st arts t h e  l ack of c ommuni c at i on and l ack of underst and i ng so t h erefore 
t h ey tend to fi ght  each  ot her .  For ex amp l e, in th i s  House wh en we h ave a good underst and i ng and 
aft erw ards w h en we st art to m i sunderst and e ach ot h er t h en we st art to f i ght a l ot .  

Mr . Ch a i rman, I wou l d l i ke to t e l l you I am sure i n  R ank i n  I nl et and i n  t h e  ot h er c ommun i t i es i n  my 
co nst i tuency t h ey were re a l l y  h appy to see t h i s  i ssue be i n g de a l t wi t h ,  as we l l  as t h e  peop l e  wh o 
work i n  t h e  cu l tur al i nst i tut e .  I h ave not re ad al l t h e  report but t h i s  was a trad i t i on .  T h ere 
are some peop l e  who are be i ng be aten not just in the Inui t way but i n  the wh o l e  worl d i n  d i fferent 
cu l tures . T h ey a l l h ad tradi t i ons l i ke t h at of someb ody be i ng hurt or somebody gett i ng hurt . 
R e g ardi n g  t h ese facts, as Members, I know we are not go i n g  to so l ve t h i s  prob l em but we h ave to 
underst and t h i s  more and the  report h as c l ar i f i ed it  more for us but today even at t he prese nt t i me 
i n  t h e  commun i t i es some of the  peop l e  di d not h ave any serv i c es to go to bec ause they were sc ared 
to t a l k  to anybody . For examp l e, i n  t h i s  report t h e  openi ng remarks of t he c h a i rman st ate t h at a 
l ot of peop l e  h ave brui ses and perh aps broken ri bs .  They are mi ss i ng teet h and are brui sed 
pe rsonal l y . So, somet i mes t h ere are a l ot of peop l e  who are battered in the c ommuni t i es and some 
of t h em and th e i r  ch i l dren are sc ared to l i ve .  They do not kn ow who to gq to for serv i ces l i ke 
t h at .  I am sure we are goi ng to enh ance t h ese serv i ces from h ere for t h i s re ason . A l l of us MLAs 
c annot so l ve t h i s  prob l em but i n  the commun i t i es t h e  spouses h ave to be h appy wi t h  each ot h er .  
T h ey are sup posed to b e  gett i n g a l ong toget h er .  I am sure t h i s  report i s  go i n g t o  b e  h e l p i ng t h e  
sp ouses bec ause w e  are try i ng t o  l ook for some peop l e  for those wh o are i n  these ki nds of 
si tuat i ons to go to . Onl y when t h ey st art t a l k i ng wi t h  e ach oth er w i l l  t h ey be ab l e  tq so l ve t he i r  
prob l ems and get b ack t o  the i r  way of l i fe .  Some peop l e  are just l eft al one and so t h at they wi l l  
be ab l e  to h ave some p l ac e to go, I l i ke t h i s  i ntent i on .  
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Opportunities To Talk To Others 

At the present time, we can n ot fix this right away with money but I am sure we have to work within 
our communities as it states . Justice or the laws have to deal with this . They start dealing with 
the public by media and by religious groups . At the present time comin g from the communities I 
stress that I feel that the communities have to wake up to these problems of battered spouses or 
families, as to how we can solve this . For these reasons I just wanted to speak in I nuktitut . 
Some people who are battered or who are scared of somebody sometimes do not have anyone to talk 
to . I n  those days they did not want to go to the peace officer to deal with this so even when we 
tell the peace officers they will not be able to solve our problems . These people who have no 
place to go, to tell about their problems when they have concerns and we have to look for some ways 
of dealing with this . Maybe in the communities, the men understand each other and the wives . I 
think  we have to talk about our prob l ems instead of just holdin g it inside . I am sure I would l ike 
to see shelters for these people . ( Translation ends) 

I would like, as I said before, to con gratulate the members of the task force, particularly Mr . 
J ohn Bayly who is very, very highly regarded not only in the city of Yellowknife but throughout 
with his work and the work that he conducted with his assistant and co-ordinator, I ris McCrac ken . 
I would like to con gratulate you two for again brin gin g forward a very useful report . I know it is 
a begin ning and I applaud them for that . 

I think  most of you know I am not a good example because I am divorced and I live alone but I will 
say this that before my dad died quite a whil e ago -- I never did mention anything about my dad, in 
politics, because I think a personal relationship with family is a very private one and I have 
always treated it that way . But I remember when I was a very you n g  fellow and he knew I was goin g 
to get into trouble one day, he k new well enough, I remember him saying  to me as we were hunting  
somewhere out in  the country, I remember him sayin g, out of  all the things he could have giv�n me 
advice on, he said to me " When you get married someday, don't ever put your an ger upon a woman . Do 
it some other way . Do somethin g .  Either go huntin g or somethin g but get yourself in shape and do 
not ever take it out on a woman . "  I often wondered about it because I still live alone after my 
divorce . Maybe he knew enough that the life between the two was not an easy one and that it had to 
be treated with respect and so on . I think it was very good advice and I will continue to cherish 
it whether it helps or not . 

Mr . Chairman, I just wanted to put in my whole-hearted support to this area because I know it is 
pretty tou gh . It is a sensitive matter . I k now with my own fellow I nuit people it is highly 
sensitive because many of our people are very shy . They are n ot used to the tradition of havin g  
counsellors here and there and therefore it is always difficult to finally humble ourselves to say, 
" Maybe it is about time I asked the question whether I can get help from somebody . "  So, I was 
s ayi ng i n  my I n u ktit ut remarks that I think the t i me has come, that there are opport un i t i es, that 
it is possible to find help in situations where common problems exist with respect to spousal 
assault in any community . Those people who are in that situation do not need to fear reprimand 
because if the individual is seeking  help we will be ready, our communities, our social workers, 
our nurses, our JPs, regardless, will understand that we are prepared to deal with this real and 
pressin g problem . 

I nterest I n  Communities 

For that reason, and I k now that in my own community, there has been a trememdous interest in 
discussing the matter, I was very, very happy to see the tremendous interest developing in Ran kin 
I nlet and many of my other communities . Women are gettin g  together startin g  to discuss a very 
common problem that exists . I think through that, communities and those more fortunate will be 
able then to recognize that the problems do exist because so often we thin k there are not any 
problems simply because soRleone has not raised the problem to any of the authorities or whatever . 
So in that regard, I would like to encourage the work of the committee, the task force . I know 
they have pretty well concluded in this but I would li ke to suggest to them that they carry on in 
some way in advisin g  the government bee ause this is one step and with another two steps or more 
we are going to at least allow freedom of expression to develop in the communities so that we can 
begin to deal with the common problem : 

I n  conclusion, I would like to again con gratulate them on a job well done and I know that our 
government is going to be interested in putting forward a possible begin ning of making funds 
available to provide coun sellin g  service and whatever . I know that the Minister responsible is 
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k e e n l y  tak i n g  the adv i ce fr om th e Members and th erefore  wi l l  be mak i n g some remarks I know that 
w i l l  eventual l y  prepar e ourse l ves to deal w i th th i s  problem . So, Mr . Cha i rman , thank you . Mahs i  
ch a .  

- - - La u g h t e r  

- - -Ap p l ause 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  R i chard ) :  Thank you , Mr . Cur l ey .  Gen era l  comments . Mr . Gargan . 

Laws Shou l d  Dea l  D i rect l y  W i th Nati ve  Cu l tu r e  

MR . GARGAN: T h a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Cha i rman . I, too , hav e read the rep ort and as the MLA for Deh Cho I 
have al so seen some r epo rts and new ordi nances comi ng  up . One  of them has to do w i th the  You n g  
Offende rs Act , th en th ere  i s  th e new traffi c ord i nance a n d  now w e  al so hav e a new b i ll ,  Bi l l  C-3 1 , 
on the status of women . Certai n l y  there wo u l d  be someth i ng com i ng out of the spousal assault 
r e port . So , we ar e go i n g to be com i n g  out maybe wi th new l aws or regu l ati ons . I j ust want to say 
r i ght n ow r e gardi ng the l aws , what used to be th e Br i t i sh l aw i s  now Can adi an l aw a nd they are at 
odds a l ot of ti mes wi th the cu l ture of th e ab or i g i na l  people . I b e l i eve  th e former M i n i ster of 
J ust i ce ,  Mark MacGu i gan , d i d  say that someth i ng shol! l d  be done i n  the area of laws that deal 
d i rect l y  wi th nati v e  peo p l e .  U n fortunate l y , that gov er nment was de feated . I do not know what th e 
P r ogr essi ve Conse rvati ve pos i t i on i s  on that but i n  go i ng th rou gh the report I just want to make 
some gen eral  comments . 

O n e  i s  wi th re gard to spousal  assau l t .  It i s  not on l y  l earned by ch i l dren  from th e i r parents but 
it affects the i r  ab i l i ty to l earn i n  the schools and th i s  was stated by pr i nci pa l s  i n  di fferent 
commu n i t i es . I just want to say that just l i k e oth e r  th i n gs behav i oural change i s  someth i n g that 
can be cate gor i z ed i n  about f i ve or s i x  di fferent ways and I guess the k i nd of chan ges that are 
requ i r ed here wo u l d be po l i t i cal chan ge . I b e l i ev e  that th i s  gov e r nment does hav e one of the ways 
of chan gi n g  pe ople . 

Some ti me ago I was on an i nte rv i ew board for a sen i or pos i t i on and one of th e fi rst q uesti ons they 
asked  i s  based on kn ow l edge -- the f i rst two pa ges do not necessar i ly hav e to do wi th 
q ual i f i cati o ns of the i ndi v i dual .  The f i rst quest i on they ask ed i s  to exp l a i n  the process of 
behav i oura l  change and descr i be th e type of too l s , educat i onal  too l s , that are most effecti v e  i n  
b r i n g i n g  about a des i r ed chan ge . The on l y  reason I brou ght that u p  was because the k i nd of chan ges 
that we re brou ght up i n  the North hav e al ways been on th e part of the gov ernment and we do run  i nto 
a lot of stumb l i ng b l ocks when we ask for pol i t i cal autonomy or self-determi nati on .  A lot of 
ti mes , i n  order fo r us to make  chan ges we hav e to take  on that respons i b i l i ty and r i ght now ,  w i th 
t h i s  s pou sal as sau l t  report , we are now go i ng  to have to be get t i ng anot h er i n st i t ut i on to look 
after th e pr ob l ems of batte red women . 

Changi ng Rol es And Inf l uence Of M i ssi onar i es 

I just want to tu r n  to pag e e i ght wh ere i t  says , " S i nce the earli est days of contact between 
Eur opeans and nati ve peop l es and i ndeed i n  pre-contact t i mes , i nstances of w i fe and even h usband 
abuse hav e  come down to us i n  the wr i tten and ora l  h i stor i es of the abor i g i nal peop l e  of the 
North . 1 1  I just want to say someth i n g ab out that . Even  as ear l y  as 1960  a lot of the l eadi ng  roles 
i n  a fam i ly were  th e responsi b i l i ty of th e woman of the fam i l y , not th e hu sband . The  husband was 
the prov i der to the fam i l y  but the woman was the u l t i mate dec i s i on-maker as far as fam i ly l i fe 
goes . I b e l i e ve  w i th the comi n g  of th e m i ssi onar i es that wh o l e concept has bee n  chan ged . 
Bas i cal l y ,  i t  i s  wr i tten i n  th i s  report about vows be i n g made wh en you get mar r i ed to a woman and I 
f i nd that -- u n l i k e Tagak I am not di vorced , but I hav e a common- l aw w i fe . and we hav e been l i v i n g 
togeth er now for 15 years .  As far as myse l f  assaulti n g  my mate , I have not done that but I have 
b roth ers , k i d  broth ers wh o are marr i ed th rough the ch urch wh o hav e been hav i n g those ki nds of 
problems and I b e l i e ve th e prob l ems are created because the statements wh en 
you mar ry a woman or a woman marr i es a man , that yo u l ov e  and obey th rough h i s  hea l th and s ickness , 
r eal l y  has a lot to do w i th w i fe batter i n g .  J ust that exp ectati on , I guess , wou l d  real l y  cause 
that k i nd of a prob l em .  One  other th i n g too i s  that I fo und out thr ough rel i g i on is that most of 
the rel i g i on based on feeli ng gu i l t and that has very l i ttle to do w i th eth i cs or morals . Th i s  i s  
one  ar ea . I hav e been ab l e  to ta l k  to a n  i nd i v i dua l w i th regar d to my si tuati on and I was told 
that i f  you th i nk what you are do i ng i s  r i ght and you are not h u rti ng  anybody e l se i n  that process, 
th en you are r i ght , and i t  does not matter what oth er  peop l e 1 s op i n i ons are . I r eally bel i eve  
that . 
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M r . Chai rman , I just wanted to say that in a lot of i nstances gover nment wi ll have to start tak i n g 
an approach that a lot of the respons i b i l i t i es that are n ow be i ng assumed by thi s  gover nment and 
i nstitutions arou nd thi s gover nment , have to be given to the contr ol of the local commun i t i es .  

AN HON . MEMBER : Hear , hear ! 

MR . GARGAN : I believe that is the only way that yo u are go i n g to see a lot of changes be i n g  rT]ade , 
because of that responsibility for chan g i n g  what i s  causing the problem . 

The other thing that I have noticed is that we have not gone to Health or Soc i al Services , but thi s  
is a topic that has been coming  up . Right now ,  I bel i eve i n  the Departments of Health and Soc i al 
Servi ces we do not have a health edu cator , we do not have a mental health worker , we do not have 
psychiatrists , for example , i n  the North . We do not have any i n  the No rth . So for a lot of these 
psychological problems that a lot of t i mes thi s  government says have to be dealt with by the 
experts , the experts are not even in the department . Who takes on the respons i b i l i ty then ? I 
g uess aga i n I have to refer to local c ontr ol -- we should certainly be able to address that whole 
problem and I do not believe that gettin g  more experts is go i n g  to allev i ate the pr oblems but just 
maybe aggravate them all the more . They do n ot understand it . 

Materialisti c  Atti tudes 

The other th i ng among the nati ve people that I have not i ced i n  the last 2 0  years i s  that we have 
bec ome so material i stic . We have to try to do better than the other person . Competi ti on i s  
another form o f  -- if you are l i vi ng next door to a g u y  who has a sk i doo, then you are rem i nded of 
it too ,  maybe every day of yo ur  life , that thi s  guy next door is doing  better than you so maybe I 
should have mar r i ed h i m  i nstead of you .  You get that k i nd of silent treatment . I just wanted to 
say that a lot of ti mes we have to adapt to chan ges i n  some form or another and that we are really 
for getting  our own roots as human bei n gs .  I really believe that i f  thi s  gover nment, or even 
ourselves , chan ge a bit we mi ght be able to address a lot of these pr oblems without dependi n g  upon 
this government or i nst i tuti ons of this gover nment . 

I have read about half way thr ou gh the report and i t  deals a lot w i th rec ommendat i o ns that are 
foc ussed toward  i n stituti o ns . So, I just wanted to say that and if there are any other forms of 
chan ges that could be thou ght of , I would certa i nly hope that they would be i ncluded once the final 
report comes out . Thank  you ,  Mr . Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Ri chard ) : Thank you ,  Mr . Gar gan . General comments . Mr . Appaqaq . 

MR . APPAQAQ : ( Translati on )  Thank yo u ,  Mr . Chai rman . am go i n g to make a brief comment .  I would 
just like to thank the people who made the report . First of all , when I f i rst got elected I never 
used to sup port thi s .  The way I understand th i s  i s  it seems like it i s  more di rected to common-law 
couples . They say they are go i ng to make their vows when they get mar ried . I am n ot sure wh i ch 
this report i s  di rected to , commo n-laws or married couples . I thin k the archb i shops should have 
been present while we are deal i ng with thi s  i ssue . I thank the people very much for be i ng able to 
make this report . When the BRC had their meeti n g  i n  Pond Inlet , they stated that they could not go 
to Sanikiluaq due to lack of f u ndi ng  but just a little while later they went to San i k i luaq and I do 
n ot know where they got thei r fundi n g  to charter a plane to go to San i kil uaq . 

Shelters Needed In Communities 

I th i nk th i s  has really touched women and I fully su p port th i s  report and I am sure i n  the future 
we are going to be deal i ng w i th th i s  and try i ng to solve the problems . I know there are go i ng to 
be some pr oblems that wi ll ar i se and it is not only spo usal assault . There are other pr oblems that 
arise w i th cou ples also and- they have no one to go to , to consult and no place to go . I th i nk we 
should have shelters in the commun i t i es .  When there i s  a spousal assault nobody finds out about it 
until they go to someone else ' s  house and I think we should be cons i der i ng what we are go i ng to do 
about gettin g  shelters for battered spouses . Th i s  should be seriously consi dered and it i s  goin g 
to be a hard route to try and solve tRese problems . 

I cannot c r i tic i ze them that they are not capable of handling su ch si tuati ons . In some i nstan ces 
they have to be hospital i zed because of spo usal assaults . When the law ex i sts I th i nk then we wi ll 
have ways and means of handling this situat i on ,  e i ther through the pol i ce or an agency maybe that 
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o n e  day rece i ves a ca l l that the po l ice shou l d  enforce these new l aws and just not say that they 
are as l eep and they are off duty but r espond to the r equest immediate l y. Thank you very much. 
re a l l y  do not have very much to say and p l e ase conti nue to wor k on th i s. Th an k you, ve ry much, 
Mr . Chairman. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) :  Mrs . L awre nce. Mrs. L awrence, wou l d you l ike to de al with your motio n? 
Mr. W ah- Shee. 

MR. WAH-SH E t : Mr. Cha i rman , I wanted to commen d the members of the task force for the number  of 
r e a l l y  good recomme ndati ons . I th i nk we al l agree it i s  a serious prob l em  and hopefu l l y  these 
r ecommendat i ons wi l l  he l p  to so l ve the many prob l ems that are cre ated through spousal  assau l t .  As 
a Member of the L eg i s l at i ve Assemb l y , I wou l d  l i ke to support the many recomme ndati ons that are 
co nta i n ed in  that report . Than k you. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gar g an ) :  Tha n k  you , Mr. W ah-Shee . Mr . Patterson. 

HON . DENNI S  PATT ERSON: Thank  you , Mr. Ch a i rman . If I m ay, j ust a few cl osing  rem ar ks. I wou l d  
l i ke to say that I th i nk th i s  has been ·e n ormous l y  b e n ef i c i al  to the task force members and myse l f  
an d to my co l l e agues on Ex ecut i ve Counci l i n  getting the adv i ce we need and I guess the inspir ation 
we n e ed to h ave the str e ngth to tack l e  wh at we a l l understand is a pr ofou nd and a distur bi ng  
i ssue . 

I was very i mpr essed with wh at Mr. Pede rsen h ad to say based on hi s ye ars of obviousl y ve ry carefu l 
observat i on and p arti c i p ati on i n  l i fe at the commun i ty l eve l . I a l so agree entir e l y  with Ms 
Courn oyea that we need to support the di g n i ty and worth of those who ar e i nvo l ved in the renewab l e  
resources econ omy and what that e l evat i on of status and respect wou l d do for the d i g nity of the 
peop l e  who ar e tough enough to l i ve that k i nd  of l i fe. A l so, I wou l d l ike  to just say that, like  
Mr . M acQuarr i e, I too r e a l l y  h ad my eyes ope n ed s i nce I obta i n ed thi s  part i cu l ar portfo l io. I was 
a bit amused, Mr. Ch a i rman , by Mr . Bal l antyne ' s  adv i ce about avo i d i n g  po l iti cal  inf i ghti ng among 
soci al groups. I thought that perh aps some of them who sat here even this afternoon w a i t i ng for 
th i s  deb ate to start mi ght have wondered whether i t  i s  our p l ace , any of us, to advise about 
avo i di ng po l i tical i n f i ghti ng. 

- - - L aughter 

I n put F r om Chil dren I nc l uded 
) .  

However , I th i nk we can a l l benefit fr om that adv i ce of Mr . Ba l l antyn e ' s ,  Mr. Chairman. As to what 
Mr . Nerysoo sa i d ,  I j ust want ed to ment i on that I was certai n that the task forc e  in it s u sual 
thorough w ay h ad spoken to ch i l dren , so I sent a n ote to J ohn Bay l y  and he tel l s  me indeed that 
they di d spe ak to ch i l dren ; that I r i s  McCr acken  i n  parti cu l ar , met wi th school cl asses in one 
commun i ty and was qui te moved by what they h ad to say ; that school ch i l dren al so spoke up at a 
community wor kshop i n  one Western  Arct i c  commun i ty before the task force beg an to tr ave l ; and that 
indiv i dual chil dren came to members of the task force to r e l ate the i r  p arents ' behav i our. 

I wou l d  a l so l i ke to thank Mr. Cur l ey for h i s  words of support. I agree that we shou l d  fi nd some 
way to co nt i nue to get adv i ce for the gove r nment fr om the task force , al though , Mr. Chai rman , I 
must say I th i nk that whether we ask them to cont i nue to give us advice or not, they are committed 
e n ough to th i s  prob l em now that they have gon e through the , I thi n k  someti mes agon i z i ng ,  process of 
discuss i ng i t  at the commun i ty l eve l . I th i nk th at we are go i ng to be watched by the task force to 
make sure  that we tak e thei r recomme ndati ons ser i ous l y and I we l come that. 

I a l so ag r e e  very much with Mr . Wr ay that mere l y di scussing  th i s  prob l em as ope n l y  and as candid l y  
as Members h ave today I th i nk has a g r e at de al of worth for the peop l e  of the NWT i n  con frontin g 
and tack l i n g thi s  i ssue and be i ng upfront about it . I th i n k mor e  th an any other  part of the 
country we h ave the stren gth of human resources fr om sm al l commun i t i es and exte nded fami ly  ties so 
th at we h ave the cap ab i l ity of tack l i ng th i s  prob l em and be ati n g  i t .  

I we l come a l so Mr . Garg an ' s  adv i ce that w e  avo i d  cre at i ng  yet another institution for the 
gover nment to pretend i t  is de a l i ng w i th a prob l em that peop l e  are cap ab l e  of de a l ing with 
th emse l ves . I agree w i th h i s caut i on about avo i d i ng  i nstitutions but I woul d say that I do not 
r e a l l y  see the report as be i ng preoccupi ed w i th instituti on al a l te r n atives. I think they are 
focussi n g  on making better use of profession a l s who are al r e ady in p l ace. There are i nst i tutions 
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that I do not thi nk are going to go away, but by helping them to do their jobs better - - and I do 
not see them emphas i z i ng new inst i tut i ons  except that we do acknowledge that there are some 
situat i on s  where people need protection and need suppo rt . I agree entirel y with using community 
resources and volunteers wherever pos s i ble . I th i nk government ' s  ru l e  should o n l y  be to do what i s  
neces sary to permit people to help themsel ves at the l ocal l evel . I think in the NWT we are 
b l es s ed w i th those a l ready, w i th a netwo rk of comm i tted groups, mostly women, who are going to be 
of an enormous as sistance in tackl i ng this is sue . Thank you, Mr . Cha i rman and I would really say 
thank you, very s i ncerel y, to al l the members who have given us such good advice . It real ly is 
go i ng to be of great assistance i n  tackl i ng this issue and bringing it to my colleagues . Thank 
you . 

-- -App l ause 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan): Thank you, Mr . Patter son . Mr . McLaugh l in .  

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Thank you, Mr . Cha i rman . Very briefly, I am fighting the flu so I will 
spare you very many wo rds . 

My Department of Soc i a l  Ser vices wi l l  i n  many i n stances be the department that has to deal with the 
cost of meet i ng the very serious requi rements recommended by the task force . I would like to echo 
other Members and commend the task force on an excellent report and a job well done, to the 
M i n i ster repon s i b l e  for the Status of Women . I wou l d  like to think that Members in the As sembly 
who have voiced their concern s  in this area wi l l  be suppo rt i ve of my department and I bel i eve the 
Minister of  Just i ce and Pub l ic Services department when we come forth with our requirements which 
wou l d  be necessary to meet the demands requested by the recommendations  when the fi nal report comes 
to this House . I thi nk Members are aware of the cost that this government is go i ng to have to 
undertake to meet the obli gat i ons  of the Young Offenders Ordinance and Act as it pertains  to 
pr ov i di ng faci l it i es i n  order to ser ve people in their own reg i on under that legi slated pr ogram . I 
be l i eve, as most Member s around the tab l e have  said, that we do have l aws in this country wh i ch 
demand that we meet the needs of fami l ies and spouses who suffer because of the abuses that occur 
dur i ng spousal as sau l ts and through the s i de effects on the chi l dren i n  the family . It wi l l  be an 
onerous task for thi s  government to meet those demands . Speaking as the Minister of Social 
Services, my off i c i a l s are very interested in the debate and l ook forward to direct i on fr om the 
As semb l y  when the final report comes before the Assembly . Thank you very much, Mr . Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Thank you, Mr . McLaughli n .  Mr s .  Lawrence, wou l d  you l ike to deal w i th your 
mot i on now? 

Mot i on To Recommend That Funds Be Prov i ded I mmed i ate l y  To  E stabl i sh Safe Houses And Serv i ces 

MRS . LAWRENCE : Thank you, Mr . Chairman . If I may , I would l ike to put fo rth a motion at this time 
regard i ng spousal as sau l t . Whereas the problem of fami l y  abuse in the No rthwest Terr i tories is at 
a state of cr i sis ; and whereas the Leg i s l ative Assembly of the Northwest Terr i tories i s  con s i der i ng 
the report of the task fo rce on spousal as sault ; now therefore, I move that this Legislative 
Assembly recommend to the Executive that funds be pr ov i ded immediate l y  to the Soci ety Again st 
Famil y  Abuse and to other community groups which are providi ng services to battered spouses and 
their chi l dren fo r the establ i shment of safe houses and services to treat the problem i n  a total 
manner . Mahsi cho . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Mrs . Lawrence, your mot i on is in order . To the mot i on . 

MRS . LAWRENCE : I wi ll just make a br i ef comment .  I realize that the task force has tal ked to some 
of the students and I think it would be appropriate to try to teach the younger generat i on of the 
s i tuation and of the problems that are facing us . I kn ow for a fact that there were some young 
peop l e  that came up to me one t i me .  I questio ned the boy why he beat up his girl fr i end and he 
sai d, " I  have seen my parents doing it  al l the time, so why can ' t  I do the same ? "  I felt that was 
just an excuse that he was usin g .  Since he is educated he cou l d  have done a l ittle better than 
that . More coun sel l ing i s  needed in' th i s  area . 

A lot of peopl e  get so frustrated and they are n ot communicating . If they could have some kind of  
a coun sel l o r to  guide them . I remember there was a time when we used to be able to talk to elders  
and there are not too many of  our el ders left today that we can tal k to . Therefore, we need 
profes sional people or even qua l ifi ed counsellor s  that we can turn to i n  the smaller commun i ties . 
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I have a l ot on my mi nd but I just do not feel that I c an 
I th i nk there are enou gh Members who have had the i r  s ay on 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) :  Th ank you, Mr s .  Lawrence . To the moti on .  Mr . Patter son .  

Communi ty S upport Groups 

HON . DENN I S  PATTER SON : Thank you, Mr . Ch ai rman .  I wou l d  ju st l i ke to spe ak to the rooti on.  I am 
not s ure if it i s  appr opr i ate for me to vote on the mot i on bec au se i t  i s  probab l y  di rected at 
mys el f .  But I wou l d  l i ke to ju st expand a l i tt l e  bit on what I had s a i d  ear l i er i n  that I do feel 
th at, al ong w i th Mr . Garg an, we must rel y on res ou rces that are ava i  1 ab le  i n  the c ommuni ty - 
org ani z ati ons av ai l ab l e  i n  the communi ty, rather than i nsti tuti ons and a dependence on profe s s i onal 
peop l e .  I th i nk the or g ani z at i ons are al ready i n  p l ace.  I am not g o i ng to try and m ake an 
exh au sti ve l i st but I know there i s  a very strong s upport gr oup for the operati on i n  Fort Sm i th 
w i th S i ster S uther l and, about wh i ch I have he ard very good th i ng s . There are groups i n  Yel l owkni fe 
l i k e the Soc i ety Ag a i nst F ami l y  Abu se and the "Y I I  and other s .  There i s  a host of other s  i n  
Yel l owkni fe . I am not even go i ng to try and pretend I have i nc l u ded them a l l .  There i s  the Baffi n 
Comm i ttee on F am i l y  V i o l ence wh i ch I have met wi th i n  my consti tuency, who are very concerned about 
t ac k l i ng th i s  prob l em and h ave done good wor k .  There i s  a group i n  R ank i n  I nl et I know who are 
wor k i ng wi th the new fr i endsh i p  centre wh i ch has i ncorpor ated i nto i ts bu i l d i ng a smal l ,  s afe pl ace 
for peop l e  i n  c r i s i s .  So  I certa i nl y  th i nk th i s  mot i on i s  appropr i ate . Th ank yo u, Mr . Ch ai rman.  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gar g an) : Th ank you, Mr . Patter son. Mr . R i ch ard . 

MR . R I CHAR D: Th ank you, Mr . Ch ai rman. S i mp l y  to i ndi c ate that I s upport the mot i on. I th i nk the 
mot i on does endorse  the recommendati ons of the tas k for ce report . It enc our ages the government to 
move on s ome of these rec ommendati ons i n  the short term and the mot i on i s  c ons i stent w i th the 
remar k s  of a l l Member s of the Assemb l y, of the comm i ttee today . I wou l d  encour age other s  to vote 
i n  favour of the moti on.  Th ank you, Mr . Cha i rman. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gar g an ) :  Th ank you, Mr . R i char d .  Mr . Bal l antyne . 

MR . B ALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr . Ch ai rman .  I too, support the moti on . I th i nk the i ntent of the 
mot i on i s  that though we are a l l wai t i ng for the f ina l  report of the task force and hopefu l l y wi th 
th at report, we c an de al w i th the total prob l em over a per i od of ti me, there are some prob l ems that 
re a l l y  c annot wa i t .  Yo u know, unti l the tas k force report i s  i n, I g ue s s  what we are as k i ng i s  for 
the government to do everyth i ng w i th i n  the i r power to try to a l l ev i ate some of these concerns 
i mmed i ate l y .  I th i nk Mr . Wr ay ' s response i n  Ye l l owkni fe - - I th i nk th at was a good fi rst  step but 
that i dea i s  to do wh atever the government c an do to start deal i ng w i th th i s  prob l em  r i ght away .  
So , I t o o s upport the mot i on . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) : Thank you, Mr . Bal l antyne . To the moti on.  Mr . T ' Se l e i e .  

MR . T ' S ELE I E :  Mr . Ch ai rman, I was g o i ng to as k for cop i es of the moti on . I g uess  Mr . Bal l antyne 
has m ade i t  c l ear for me . I th i nk i t  i s  prob ab l y  best to try and de al wi th i t  as a who l e  over a 
per i od of ti me, i n  another way, I g ues s . I th i nk that th i s  who l e  thi ng i s  real l y  rel ated to 
al c ohol and, I have s a i d  i t  before, that the other area, and I g uess everybody agrees , i s  that 
peop l e  have to l ook at maybe mak i ng more money av ai l ab l e  for a l coho l pr ogr ams . I s upport the 
mot i on. That i s  a l l I have to say .  

As s i stance For V o l unteer Groups 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) : Thank you, Mr . T ' Se l e i e .  Mr . M ac Q u arr i e, to the moti on. 

MR . M acQUARR I E :  In reference to the remar ks  made by the M i ni ster respons i b le  for the Status of 
Women, I wou l d  l i ke to s ay that I ag re� wi th Mr . T ' Se l e i e  that it i s  i mportant to make some funds 
av a i l ab l e  to the communi ty gr oups that are tryi ng to do the wor k . They are often c ompr i sed of 
vo l unteer s  who have good wi l l  and are competent and try i ng to addres s a pr ob l em that appe ar s ,  from 
ne ar l y  everyone who spoke th i s  afternoon or thi s  eveni ng, to be a ser i ous  prob l em in the NWT . I 
th i nk for competent and dedi c ated vo l unteer s  noth i ng i s  more fr u str at i ng than f indi ng th at here and 
trere, there are needs and i f  those needs were serv i ced they wou l d  be ab le to do an effecti ve job . 
Yet they are fr us tr ated i f  they cannot get that k i nd of as s i stance from government . I wou l d  hope 
that Members wou l d  pass the moti on and I hope the M i ni ster wou l d  take it ser i ou s l y  and do al l he 
c an to as s i st that k i nd of group . 
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AN HON . MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Gargan): Thank you, Mr . MacQuar rie . Ms Cournoyea . 

HON . NELL I E  COURNOYEA: Mr . Chairman, I j ust want to make one clarification when we speak about 
spousal abuse . In my understanding this holds an equally responsible statement for men who are 
beaten up by their wives . I am not trying to be cute but it seems to me that I know of -some 
circumstances where that does happen and then the husbands are l eft with the children . I just want 
to get the clarification that this is equal representation here . Thank you . 

AN HO N . MEMBER: Hear, hear ! 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Gargan): Thank you . Mr . McCa l lum . 

MR . McCALLUM: Mr . Chairman, I would j ust like to say that I would want to be on record as 
supporting the motion of my poor crib player . I would like to be on record as indicating that I 
support the motion . . .  

AN HON . MEMBER: Point of privi l ege, Eliza . 

MR . McCALLUM: She can 1 t, she already owes me a dollar and a half . I know that I interj ected a 
frivolous comment . I do not mean to detract fr om the discussion that has gone on today . I 
listened with a great deal of heed to what people have said today . l think that there have been a 
great number of comments made through this debate . It started first with my friend from l(itikmeot 
West, Mr . Pedersen, and followed right through with everybody, with, I 1 ll say my good friend and 
mostly adversary, Mr . Curley . I l istened to what was being said and I know the work that is being 
done in certain communities in the NWT dealing with this whole problem . 

I mentioned an individua l today that I have a great deal of admiration for, Sister Sutherland in 
Fort Smith . I am sure that there are a number of people here who have first-hand knowledge of what 
she has done in this whole business of dealing with people in trying to reconcile the differences 
among families, among partners and families, but within the community . I just would want to say 
that I would totally support what Mrs . Lawrence has moved in her motion and I feel privileged to be 
able to say that I will support it very much. Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Erkl oo): Thank you, Mr . Mccallum . Mr . Gargan, to the motion . 

MR . GARGAN: Thank you, Mr . Chairman . I j ust wanted to make a b rief comment . I guess my whole 
i ntent when I first ta l ked about spousal assault was that when I said that, I was not saying that 
institutions are bad . But a lot of times when this government creates an institution it becomes so 
big that the whole intent of he l p  that it was originally intended for is forgotten and we create a 
big bureaucracy . I just wanted to make that clear . The other thing too is that a lot of times 
when you have institJtions, they condition people to maybe live in hell and like it . So I j ust 
wanted to make that clear too . I just wanted to caution this government that if we do support 
groups or organizations that we do not forget what the intent of the support is . Thank you, Mr . 
Chairman . 

Motion To Recommend That Funds Be Prov ided Immediately To Estab l ish Safe Houses And Services, 
Carried 

CHA IRMAN (Mr .  Erkloo): Thank you, Mr . Gargan . To the motion . Question being call ed .  Al l those 
in favour, raise your hand . Opposed, if any? Motion is carried . 

-- -Carried 

---Applause 

This matter is now concluded . We wi'll now deal with the main estimates . Is it agreed that it is 
concl uded? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 
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Bi l l  7 - 85 ( 1 ) , Appropr i at i on Act , 1985-86 

Depar t ment O f  Loca l Government 

CH A IRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan) : Can I have some order here , p l ease? We are dea l i ng wi t h  the  Depart ment of 
Local Government . Is i t  agreed t hat t he M i ni ster br i ng i n  h i s  w i tnesses? Agreed? 

SOME HON .  MEMBERS: Agreed . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan ) :  Thank you . Mr . M i ni ster . When we conc l uded yesterday • • . 

AN HON .  MEMBER :  A few days ago . 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan) : When we conc l uded w i t h  Loca l Government , t here was a mot i on on t he fl oor . 
F o r  t he �ecor d ,  wou l d  the Mi ni ster i nt roduce h i s wi tness? 

HON . N I CK S I BBESTON :  We hav e the same wi tnesses , Mr . Mi ke Moore on my r i ght . Mr . Joe Kronstal  on 
my l eft . 

Mot i on That M i ni ster Of Just i ce And Pub l i c  Serv i ces Be I mpressed Upon To Consi der Nomi nat i ons O f  
Muni c i pa l  Emp l oyees A s  JPs , Reread 

C H A I RMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan) : Thank you . The mot i on reads that 1 1 I move t hat the comm i ttee recommend the 
M i ni ster of Loca l Government i mpress upon t he M i ni ster of Just i ce and Pub l i c  Serv i ces to accept and 
ser i ous l y  consi der nom i nat i ons of muni ci pa l  emp l oyees for pos i t i ons as just i ces of the peace i n  
communi t i es i n  t he NWT . 1 1  Th i s  was moved by Mr . Mccal l um .  To t he mot i on. Mr . Ba l l antyne . 

MR . BALLANTYNE : As I recal l ,  I was i n  the process of speak i ng when t here was a po i nt of order 
made . So I t h i nk I' l l pi ck i t  up where I l eft off . . .  

AN HON . MEMBER: R i ght on . 

---Laughter 

MR . BAL L ANTYNE : R i ght on , l et ' s  go for i t .  

MR . R I CHARD: I t  was a cha l l enge . 

MR . BALLANTYNE : bel i eve i t  was a ch a l l enge .  Okay , as I recal l - - i t  i s  i nterest i ng the 
Execut i ve wanted mot i ons . The fi rst one we t r i ed has taken t hree days to get t h rough i t .  

MR . McCALLUM : My fr i end Mr . Butters i s  g i v i ng me a hard t i me .  

MR . BALLANTYNE : As I reca l l ,  Mr . Patterson and Mr . Pedersen both made some very val  i d  po i nts t hat 
in communi t i es now there are many peop l e that in fact can and shou l d  be ab l e  to take on that 
responsi b i l i ty ,  peop l e  that do not work for munic i pal counci l s .  I t h i nk that i s  not t he po i nt at 
i ssue here . I agree wi t h  that . Mr . Nerysoo can say what he feel s the i ssue i s .  I feel t hat the 
i ssue is t hat in many smal l communi t i es t here mi ght be, at some po i nt in t i me, a s i tuat i on when i n  
fact the most ob v i ous , t he most competent person i s  i ndeed that person wh o happens to work for 
mun i c i pal counc i l .  As we see muni ci pal counc i l s  tak i ng on greater and greater aut hor i ty,  empl oyi ng 
mo re and more peop l e  the ch o i ce becomes mo re and more l i m i ted .  So we are not sayi ng i n  t h i s  case , 
we are not ask i ng t he M i ni ster of Loca l Government to i mpress upon t he M i ni ster of Just i ce to ,  i n  
fact , ch oose somebody who works for mun i c i pa l  counci l .  What we are sayi n g  i s  he cons i der keepi ng 
t hat opt i on open. No more t han t hat . My defence rests . 

CH A I RMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan ) :  Thank you , Mr . Ba l l antyne . Mr . Cur l ey, to t he mot i on .  

HON. TAGAK CUR L EY :  T o  the mot i on.  Mr , '  Cha i rman, I wou l d  just l i ke t o  ask t he M i n  i.ster what means 
he i s  go i ng to use to try and i mpress upon the M i ni ster of Just i ce? 

CH AIRMAN ( Mr . Gar gan) : Mr . Mi ni ster , wou l d you l i ke to comment? 

HON.  N I CK S I BBESTON : Through casua l di scussi on and . . .  

- - -Laug h ter 
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MR . MacQUARRIE : That i s  not acceptable . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  To the moti on .  Mr . Mccallum . 

MR . McCALLUM : Mr . Cha i rman , I know that th i s  has been maybe a bugbear of mi ne because of U.  
var i ous quest i ons that I have ra i sed w i th parti cular people of the government, obv i ously w i th the 
Leader of the Government , as well as wi th the Mi n i ster of F i nance . 

AN HON . MEMBER : Parti cularly wi th Fi nance . 

Uti li zat i on Of Experti se 

MR . McCALLUM : I know that there has been a number of thi n gs sa i d  about th i s .  I wa nt to rei terate 
aga i n that I bel i eve that there are a great number of people i n  the Terri tori es who have a lot to 
g i ve to just i ce i n  the Terr i tori es and to the people that they are i nvolved wi th .  I have heard 
certa i n  di scuss i ons or certa i n  comments bei ng made about what would happen i n  small commun i t i es as 
well as large commun i t i es .  I am not say i ng  that publi c  servants , whether they are i n  mun i ci pal , 
federal or terri tor i al employment, have all the wi sdom . I am s i mply say i ng i n  the mot i on that I 
made that those who know the commun i ty should be best capable of serv i ng that commun i ty .  I do not 
th i nk that we should rule out the uti l i zat i on of those people and thei r  expert i se a nd experi ence . 
I do not thi n k  that you can ,  as my colleague Mr . Ballantyne has sa i d ,  that you should be able -co 
cut out a certa i n  group of people because they are employed i n  a certa i n  man ner or w i th a 
parti cular group . 

I am not ask i ng the Mi n i ster of Local Government to i ns i st upon us i ng hi s good off i ces to i mpress 
upon the Leader of the Government, the M i n i ster of Just i ce and Pub 1 ic Serv i ces, to actually name 
these people . What I am ask i ng the Mi n i ster of Local Government to do i s  to use h i s  off i ces and 
all the persuas i on that I k n ow he has to i nd i cate to the M i n i ster of Just i ce and Publ i c  Serv i ces , 
to not exclude a parti cular group . I know that the fi nal dec i s i on wi ll rest wi th the Mi n i ster of 
Justi ce and Publ i c  Serv i ces . That i s  the name of the game . But ,  to i nd i cate to th i s  House as has 
been , that he wi ll not ev en consi der these people , i n  my opi n i on i s  wrong . I am not tal k i ng  about 
terri tori al government employees or federal employees, I am not tal k i ng about counci llors who serve 
i n  mun i ci pal i t i es and on their  counci ls ,  I am tal k i ng  about si mply tak i ng i nto consi derati on that 
over the years there have been a number of people who have someth i ng to offer to just i ce and that 
i s  the only th i ng I want h i m  to do . Do not exclude them for the employment they have .  Cons i der 
i t , that i s  all . I would have li ked to have gone on and agreed w i th the mover of the amendment . 
We lost that one , we w i ll come agai n to that at another t i me .  All I am sayi ng  i n  th i s  mot i on i s  to 
ensure that the representat i ons of people to the Department of Just i ce and Publi c  Serv i ces for 
nom i nati o n s  to serv e as JPs  should be tak en i nto con s i derati on and seri ously cons i dered . That i s  
the only th i ng that I am ask i ng i n  thi s  part i cular mot i on .  I would hope that I would be able t o  
get the support o f  the major i ty of thi s  House to i nd i cate and recommend to the government , just 
that ; to consi der them , n ot to exclude them, that i s  all . He, as the M i n i ster of Just i ce and 
Publi c  Serv i ces , has the fi nal say but I know that the M i n i ster of Local Government , because of 
what he has sa i d  i n  th i s  House has i nd i cated that he agrees w i th me that we should not exclude a 
certa i n group of people . Just for nomi nati ons , that i s  all . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Than k you , Mr . McCal l um .  Mr . Pudluk . 

Mot i on W i ll Create Problems In Smaller Commun i t i es 

MR . PUDLUK : ( Translati on ) Than k you , Mr . Chai rman . I was a JP before and i n  the smaller 
commun i ti es th i nk thi s  w i ll cause problems i f  they are able to get the J Ps w i th i n the 
commun i t i es .  In the smaller commun i t i es there are lots of relati ves and also a JP would know those 
who are i n  the commun i t i es -and i f  they tri ed to get a JP w i th i n the commun i ty I th i nk i t  i s  very 
i nadequate . I th i n k it wi ll be better to get federal or terri tori al employees to become a JP . For 
that reason I w i ll n ot v ote for the mot i on put forward . I k n ow th i s  w i ll create a lot of problems 
for some of the smaller commun i t i es .  Than k you . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank  you , Mr . Pudl uk . Mr . MacQuarri e ,  to the moti on .  

MR . MacQUARRIE : A couple of words . It occurs to me i n  the Charter of R i ghts now we have a sect i on 
called pol i t i cal r i ghts and I agree that i t  i s  l i mi ted i n  i ts speci f ic  appl i cat i on to the ri ght to 
run for off i ce and vote . But I sug gest the spi r i t  of that i s  broader and it is that all people i n  
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a democr acy h ave fun d ament a l  r i g h t  to part i c i p at e  in the  governance of the i r soc i ety , and i t  i s  not 
s p eci f i c a l l y  l i m i t ed to e l ect ed off i ce but to p art i c i p ate  on bo ards , as j u st i ces of t h e  pe ace and 
s o  on i n  th at soc i ety . I be l i eve t h at a case  could be made i f  there  we r e  a b l ank et  deni al to a 
group  of peop l e  for no good reason, and I s ay t h at i n  t h i s  case  t h ere i s  no g ood re a s on .  

MR . McCALLUM : H e ar ,  h e ar ! 

MR . M acQUARR I E :  Th at you co u l d  be , and t h i s phr ase  w as s ug g e s t ed to me , " ho i st on your pet ard" and 
th at wo u l d  be great to se e .  

MR . BALLANTYNE : Ho i s t on yo ur  own pe t ard , r i ght  on . 

-- -L a u g h t er 

MR . M acQUARR I E :  Yo u mu s t  recogni ze  too t h at t h i s i s  t h e  pe rfect k i nd of s i t u at i on fo r 
di scr et i on ary po l i cy .  Cert a i n  M i ni sters  acknow l edg ed t h at wh i le t h ey fe l t  in s ome very sma l l 
communi t i e s t h e r e  was good re ason for not h av i ng cer t a i n  muni c i p al emp l oye es  as JPs , t h ey 
ac know l edge t h at m aybe in the  bi gger communi t i es t h ere i s  not a pr oblem and so t h ey could be , s o  
why  th r ow a b l ank et  over the  wh o l e  th i ng and prevent al l peop l e  fr om do i ng i t? Le ave the  M i ni ster  
t h at di scret i on and I hope o ur hono u r ab l e  M i ni s t er of Loc a l  Government , u s i ng h i s  boyi s h  ch arm and 
eve ryt h i ng e l s e  t h at he h a s , we l l  not everyt h i ng e l s e  . . .  

- - -L a u g h t er 

MR . �ALLANTYNE : M ak e  sure  i t ' s  accept abl e .  

MR . M acQUARRIE : . . .  t h at he wi l l  as much as po s s i b l e at t empt to impr e s s  on the Mi ni ster  of J u s t i ce 
th at s ur e l y  t h e s e  people ought  to be l eft w i t h a r i ght  and t h at appo i ntment s c an be m ade w i t h  due 
d i scret i on .  

AN HON.  MEMBER : R i g h t  on . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  G ar g an) : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . MacQ u ar r i e .  Mr . Er kloo . 

MR . ERKLOO : ( T r ans l at i on )  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman.  just  want to make a gener al comment toward 
t h e mot i on t h at was p ut forw ard . I w i l l  be  s u p por t i ng t h i s  mot i on for t h i s r e a son . There i s  
u s u al l y  more  th an one J P  i n  the  communi t i e s .  There ar e mo r e  nat i ve JPs t h an there  u s ed to  be and I 
t h i nk t h i s  h as been an i mpr ovement t oward a bet t er j udg ment . In t h e  sma l l communi t i e s ,  i t  i s  not 
alw ays easy to f i nd a good J P .  For  t h i s reason, t h e  h amlet s -- I t h i nk I wo uld li k e  to h ave t h e  
h am l et emp l oyees  b e  e l i g i b l e to become J P s  and I w i l l  b e  s u pport i ng t he mot i on. 

CH A IRMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Er k l oo .  Mr . A r l ooktoo , to the  mot i on .  

MR . ARLOO KTO O :  ( Tr ans l at i on )  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman. Th i s  i s  wr i t ten i n  both Eng l i sh and 
Inukt i t u t . The  way I underst and th i s  wr i tten mater i a l ,  I wi l l  be support i ng the  mot i on .  In our 
communi t i es we w i l l  h ave to be tryi ng toward r unni ng our  own affa i rs  w i t h i n  t he commun i ty wh ether  
the  commun i ty s h o u l d  be  smal l or sh o u l d it  be l ar g er . I wi l l  be  suppor t i ng the  mot i on .  Th ank yo u .  

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Garg an) : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Ar l ooktoo . To t h e  mot i on ,  Mr . P at t e r s on .  

HON .  DENN I S  PATT ER SON : Mr . Ch a i rman, I j u s t  cannot res i s t an opportuni ty to g i ve Mr . MacQu arr i e  a 
l ect ure i n  bas ic  po l i t i c al sc i ence -- h i gh schoo l  po l i t i c al sc i ence , I be l i eve . 

MR . M acQUARR I E :  ( I naud i b l e comment ) 

HO I� . DENN I S  PATTERSON : I f  t h i s i s  uni ver s i ty po l i t i cal sci ence t h en my art s degree i s  not wort h 
very much but there  i s  a di ffe rence be�ween . . .  

AN HUN . MEMBER : Yo u ' ve got t h at ri ght . 

HON . DENN I S  PATTERSON : I t  probab l y  i sn ' t ,  I know . 



- 883 -

AN HON . MEM BER: You have one . 

MR . McCALLUM: That ' s  what I sa i d, they are a di me a dozen . 

MR . MacQUARRIE: �efore you go too far i n  case he mi ght be . 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: He i s  above al l that . 

HON . DENNIS PATTER SON: O kay, well I wi l l  not be too hard on Mr . MacQuarri e  but . . .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Can we have some order i n  the House? Mr . Patterso n .  

AN HUN . MEMBER : That i s  not very l i ke l y .  

HON . OENNI S  PATTERSON: No, I just fi nd  i t  a l i tt l e  bi t l ud i crous, Mr . Cha i rman , to try to argue 
that thi s  i s  a case of pol i t i cal freedom under the Charter of R i ghts because I th i nk there i s  a 
fundamenta l di fference between po l i t i cal  freedom and between the l oca l government, the leg i sl ati ve 
body, and the judi c i ary and I th i nk i f  you are go i ng to ta l k about po l i t i cal freedom we shou l d  be 
ta l k i ng about the i ndependence of the judi ci ary . 

HO N .  TAGAK CURLEY: Hear, hear ! 

P os i t i on O f  Mun i c i pal Emp l oyees Enforci ng By-Laws 

HON . DENNIS PATTER SON: I th i n k  one of the probl ems wi th hav i ng mun i c i pal empl oyees work i n g as 
justi ces of the peace i s  that they are emp l oyees of a pol i t i cal body, a local government, a 
l eg i sl at i ve body, a spokesman for the commun i ty wh i ch enforces by-laws and l et ' s  not pretend that 
hamlets do n ot have s i g n i f i cant by-l aw mak i ng powers . Now, what posi t i on are we putt i ng a 
mun i c i pa l  empl oyee i n  when he i s  adjudi cati n g  on matters of enforcement of hamlet by- l aws? 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: By- l aw off i cer . 

HON . DENNI S  PATTERSON: I do not th i n k ,  Mr . Cha i rman , that we real ly need to be so concerned about 
what Mr . MacQuarri e  cal l s  po l i t i cal freedom, that we shou l d  put someone i n  that di ff i cu l t  
pos i ti on . If we were extremely short of worth-wh i l e candi dates at the commun i ty l evel, even i n  the 
smal l er commun i t i es, who were not mun i c i pal  emp l oyees I m i ght say there may be some need for th i s  
k i nd of di screti on but I can not beli eve that i s  true i n  my experi ence . Though I respect other 
Members ' v i ews, I am go i ng to vote agai nst the mot i on .  Thank you, Mr. Chai rman . 

AN HUN. MEMBER: Quest i on .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you . A questi on i s  be i ng cal l ed .  A l l those i n  favour? Mr . 
Angotti tauruq . 

MR . ANGOTTITAURUQ: Ha, ha, ha . 

---Laughter 

MR . ANGOTTITAURUQ: Than k you, Mr . Cha i rman . Wel l , I respect what the Members are sayi n g ,  that 
they are g o i ng to vote for the moti on, they are go i ng to vote i n  favour of i t . I ,  mysel f  w i l l  not 
be vat i ng for the moti on, for reaso ns I be l i eve that were expressed by some of the Members who are 
not voti ng for i t .  A number of fi gures were g i ven out when i t  was spoken to , of how many cr i m i n a l s  
there are i n  the NWT . 

MR . CURLEY: Four . 

---Laughter 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Can we have some order? Mr . Angott i tauruq, pl ease cont i nue . 

MR . ANGOTT ITAURUQ: We are dea l i n g wi th justi ces of the peace and ta l k i ng about cri m i nal s .  Those 
who are i n  fav our of the moti on are not afra i d  of hav i ng thei r own mun i c i pal workers to judge them 
i f  they are cri m i nals . For reasons, I wi l l  not be voti ng for the moti on . 
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CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan) : Thank you . Are you f i ni shed, Mr . Angot t i t auruq ? 

MR . ANGOTTIT AURUQ: I am not vot i ng for the mot i on because I be l i eve there i s  some conf l i ct between 
t he muni c i pal  and terr i t or i al empl oyees, as was ment i oned . At the same t i me, there cou l d  be some 
bet ter just i ces of the peace who may not be in conf l i ct w i th what powers they are a l ready gi ven . 
For that reason I w i l l  vote agai nst the mot i on. Thank you . 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Quest i on .  

Mot i on That M i ni ster O f  Just i ce And Pub l i c  Serv i ces Be Impressed Upon To Cons i der Nom i nat i ons Of  
Muni c i pa l  Empl oyees As JPs, Defeated 

C H AIRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan) : Quest i on bei ng ca l l ed .  Al l those i n  favour ? Opposed, i f  any? The mot i on 
i s  defeated . 

- --Defeated 

General comments .  Can we have some order p l ease? General comments on Loca l Government . The vote 
was ei ght for the mot i on and 1 1  aga i ns·t the mot i on .  Does the comm i ttee agree that we go i nto 
budget deta i l s? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

D i rect orate, Total  O And M 

CHAr nMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan ) :  D i rectorate, total  O and M .  Mr . T'Sel e i e .  

MR . T ' SELEIE: Mr . Cha i rman, I d i d  not have a chance t o  ta l k  on Loca l Government . I just want t o  
say that the other day when we were consi der i ng thi s department, there were some quest i ons rel ated 
to per son years, ju gg l i ng and al l of that sort of stuff . I just want to say that when I l ook at 
the budget , I know that Local Government i s  one department that i s  pretty i mportant for smal l er 
communi t i es and when I l ook at the number of person years that are a l l ocated to that department, I 
do not fee l that i t  i s  a great number of peop l e .  I t h i nk that there are other departments that do 
not have as b i g a presence and yet they have a l ar ger number of person years a l l ocated to them . 

One of the reasons that I say thi s i s  I know that i n  sma l l er communi t i es, especi a l l y  i mpacted 
communi t i es, the ham l et or sett l ement secretar i es are get t i ng more i nvol ved i n  more work . I know 
of some that I woul d say are be i ng overworked because of the pressures that are be i ng put on them 
by peop l e  to do more work . They are requi red to keep fi nanc i a l  books and al l that sort of stuff . 
I guess some of the thi ngs they do go beyond what thei r or i g i nal job i s  supposed to be and in some 
cases I rea l l y  see a need for more person years i n  the communi t i es .  I wanted to say that as a 
general comment . 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan ) :  It has al ready been agreed, I bel i eve, that we are on detai l of budget, 
d i rectorate . Mr . Mccal l um .  

MR . McCALLUM: Thank you very much, Mr . Cha i rman . One of the aspects that we deal t wi th when we 
were ta l ki ng about the standi ng commi ttee on fi nance and even w i th the di rectorate, the commi ttee 
rai sed the i ssue of just i ces of the peace as members of ham l et counci l s .  

---Lau ghter 

Now, Mr . Chai rman, I real i ze that we just deal t wi th the mot i on that defea�ed what we are doi ng . 
I just want to ra i se t h i s  i ssue because i t  may be a l i tt l e b i t i roni c .  When the comm i ttee ra i sed 
th i s i ssue of just i ces of the peace as members of ham l et counci l s, the Department of Local 
Government i ndi cated that they fel t  at thi s t i me, l i ke r i ght now, the peopl e  i n  communi t i es l eaned 
t oward bei ng i n  favour of JPs si tt i ng on ham l et counci l s .  The depar tment i ndi cated at that t i me 
that they wou l d  work very c l ose l y  w i th Just i ce and Pub l ic  Servi ces to ensure t �at whatever 
l eg i s l at i on was brought about was workab l e .  

Now I understand the term "workab l e" t o  mean i n  po i nt of fact that they wou l d do exact l y  as the 
M i n i ster of Loca l Government has i ndi cated, that they wou l d  be consi dered to be el i g i b l e for i t .  
Now I understand, Mr . Chai rman, that we have just gone thr ough a mot i on that defeated the i dea of 
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having muni c i pa l  emp l oyees . I just f i nd i t  a l ittl e bit ironic when we are deal i ng wi th the 
d i rectorate, wh i ch is the force of th i s  department, hav i ng one v i ew, and other Members of the 
government havi ng a different vi ew .  I just want to i nd i cate - - the Mi ni ster of Just i ce and Pub l i c  
Services i s  indi cating that i t  was an Executi ve Council or an E xecutive Committee deci s i on to do 
this . I know . I know because I tal ked to certain peopl e  on the Execut i ve Counci l and it never 
came up . Thank you . 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO: Po i nt of pr i vil ege . 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) :  Point of privi l ege, Mr . Nerysoo . 

Po i nt O f  Privi l ege 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: I think, Mr . Chairman, that the Member shou l d  apo l ogize because he does not 
know the facts and unt i l he knows the facts, he shoul d not make any al l egati ons toward me for 
suggesti ng that the issue, or any other Mini ster has i ndicated that that issue has a su ggesti on 
that the issue that I raised and stated i n  thi s  House as a matter of publ i c  record that the i ssue 
was ra i sed and the suggest i on i s  that he i s  i nd i cat i ng that that is not correct . Wel l ,  i f  that i s  
the real ity, then he shoul d state who and at what t i me that item di d not ever come up i n  the 
Executi ve Counci l .  

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) :  To be fair to both Members of the comm i ttee, we wil l have to review the 
transcr i pts tomorrow . In the meanti me we w i l l  continue wi th the detai l of Local Government . We 
are on directorate . Mr . Ba l l antyne . 

MR . BAL L ANTYNE: I have been wai ting for a number of days now to ask some quest i ons about the 
department . What can I say, I don ' t  want to waste anybody's t i me .  I assure you . 

Mr . Chairman, one of the i ssues that came up i n  the stand i ng comm i ttee on fi nance was that there i s  
a prob l em, to me and other members of the commi ttee, i n  communi ties with the number of various 
organizations and groups i n  each communi ty .  There is an organi zati on for hous i ng, for we l fare or 
soc i al services, for hunters and trappers, for a myr i ad of di fferent tasks . It has been brought up 
in a number of communit i es, i nc l udi ng communi t i es in the East, that there mi ght be some mer i t  in 
havi ng these various organizations report i ng to a ham l et council or to a municipal counc i l  to try 
to central ize the author i ty and functi on of these organizati ons .  I wonder, is your department 
do i ng anyth i ng i n  that area? 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) :  Mr . M i ni ster . 

HON . N I CK S I BBESTON: Mr . Chairman, the Member i s  correct and he seems to have p l aced h i s  f i nger on 
the matter . The matter of the number of organi zati ons in communi t i es i s  a prob l em and in the new 
l egis l ati on there are proposa ls and i deas that the communi ty council ought to be the pr i mary body 
through which al l these other organi zati ons deal , report and so forth . The Member obvi ousl y has 
some i nformati on that we are dea l ing w i th the subject . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Thank you, Mr . M i ni ster . Mr . Ba l l antyne . 

MR . BALLANTYNE: One of the objectives of the directorate i s  that the department i s  go i ng to 
introduce comprehensive po l icies on cap i ta l  and O and M assi stance to incorporated communi ties . I 
have two questi ons . Firstl y, a l ittl e  exp l anat i on of exact l y  what that wil l enta i l  and second l y, 
there are capi tal and O and M -- maybe I wi l l  wa i t  for recreation . I have a questi on on 
recreation . 

- --App l ause 

-- -Laughter 

Mr . Cur l ey woul d l i ke to ask some quest i ons next . I know he cannot wa i t .  

- - -Laughter 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: What organizat i ons are you tal k i ng about? 
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CHA I RMAN ( Mr . Gar gan) : Thank yo u, Mr . Ba l l antyne . Mr . Appaqaq . 

MR . APPAQAQ : (No translat i on) 

MR . BALLANTYNE : It was a questi on - - just a br i ef expl anati on on the comprehensi ve pol i c i es on 
capi tal and O and M ass i stance . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Mr . M i ni ster . 

HO N .  N I C K  S I B BESTON : Yes, Mr . Chai rman . The department has 1 2  d i fferent pol i c i es and pr ograms 
under wh i c h moneys, cap i ta l  and O and M fu nds are pr ov i ded . Some of these pol i c i es have been i n  
ex i stence for over 1 0  years . It was thou g ht that there wou l d  be some mer i t  i n  re-exam i n i ng some of 
these po l i c i es and come up wi th more comprehensi ve po l i c i es than we now have . We thought that 
si nce we are i n  the process of pr ov i d i ng new l eg i slat i on that th i s  m i g ht be an appropr i ate ti me to 
also deal wi th that . That rev i ew i s  under way and the new comprehensi ve pol i c i es I th i nk wi l l  come 
to l i ght or surface for government Exec uti ve exam i nat i on I wou l d  say w i th i n the next year . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Thank yo u, Mr . Mi ni ster . Mr . Ba l lantyne . 

0 And M F und i ng To Matc h Capi tal  Pr ojects 

MR . BALLANTYNE : I th i nk it i s  an appropr i ate p l ace to ask th i s  quest i on as I know the Department 
of Loc a l  Government over a number of years has devel oped a number of po l i c i es to do wi th cap i tal 
and O and M .  At the same t i me, new arenas are be i ng bu i lt and new fac i l i ti es are be i ng b u i lt that 
w i l l  al so need an O and M component at a l ater date . Has any long-term p l anni ng been done, so that 
w i th the cap i tal pr ojects that we are b u i l d i ng today we are assured that we w i l l  have the f i nanc i al 
capabi l i ty to run them al l i n  fi ve years fr om now ? I s  that ana l ys i s bei ng done now or could we run 
i nto some ser i ous prob l ems down the l i ne when we do not have enou gh O and M money to r un these 
capi tal projects? 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr . Gar gan) : Mr . Mi ni ster . 

HON .  N ICK S I B BESTON : wou l d  l i ke Mr . Moore to answer that . 

CHAIRMAN ( M r .  Gar gan) : Mr . Moore . 

MR . MOORE : Mr . Ch ai rman, there i s  no doubt that the capi tal  po l i c i es wh i c h for the most part are 
d i rected toward bu i l d i ng i nfrastr ucture in c ommun i t i es -- th i ngs l i ke communi ty hal ls, f i re halls, 
a l l  sorts  of rec reat i on fac i l i t i es even road s and dra i ns -- al l of them car ry a pr i ce i n  operat i on 
and ma i ntenance costs . One of the mai n  reasons we want to i ntroduce new poli c i es wh i ch we are 
cal l i n g comprehensi ve po l i c i es on the one hand for cap i ta l  and on the other hand for O and M is so 
that we can match the two so that the po l i c i es of ass i stance to communi ti es i n  O and M w i ll keep 
pace w i th the req u i rements that are pl aced upon the communi ty thr o u g h  i ts i nfrastr ucture . I th i nk 
when, f i rst of a l l ,  the Exec uti ve Counc i l  and no doubt l ater, the Leg i s l at i ve Assembly, see these 
pr oposed po l i c i es I th i nk they w i l l  fi nd that by putt i ng the two together that we have matc hed them 
up and we have taken i nto acc ount the communi ty ' s  needs for O and M ass i stance as wel l as for 
cap i tal ass i stance .  

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan) : Thank you, Mr . Moore . Mr . Ba l lantyne . 

I ntegrat i on Of Cap i tal  And O And M Process 

MR . BALLANTYNE : I th i nk th i s  is a very c r i ti cal area because I know wi th. al l the demands on the 
department now and the need for fac i li t i es, that there c ould be some long -tenn s i gni f i cant 
prob l ems . I wonder then as a fo l l ow-up to that, wou l d  i t  be eas i er for the department i f  the 
department cou l d  do i ts own capi tal p l anni ng i n-house us i ng the same process essenti al ly as it used 
for O and M ?  Wo u l d  it be easi er to i nteg rate an overal l cap i ta l  planni ng system? 

C HA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Mr . M i n i ster . 

H ON .  l� I C K S I B B ESTON : Mr . Chai rman, wi th respect to rec reati on fac i l i t i es, there i s  not a certa in 
amount of cap i tal funds a l l ocated each year to the department for rec reati onal fac i l i t i es.  We have 
a prog ram that pr ov i des for the bu i l di ng of core fac i l i t i es and add i t i ona l fac i l i ti es .  The sports, 



- 887 -

cur l i n g r i n ks and arenas, bui l di n gs of that nature, fa l l i n  th i s  "add i t i ona l fac i l i ti es "  pr ogram 
where the gover nment prov i des 60 per cent and a commun i ty i s  enti tl ed to a certa i n amount of money 
over a f i ve year per i od .  That pr ogram i s  not a pr ogram that has a great deal  of cap i ta l  funds . 
The way the department has been deal i ng wi th i t  -- I have been i nvo l ved w i th the department for one 
year and it is a pr ogram where we fi nd  out what requests come to the department from var i ous 
commun i t i es and we attempt to respond to the commun i t i es on a needs bas i s  and on the ava i l ab i l i ty 
of cap i ta l  funds . As an exampl e, th i s  year we have been ab l e  to respond to qu i te a number of 
commun i t i es and are pr ov i di ng a fa i r  amount of recreati onal fac i l i ti es .  As an examp l e, the ci ty of 
Ye l l owk n i fe has wr i tten to the department ask i n g for three or so m i l l i on dol l ars to bu i l d  its 
cur l i ng r i nk and swi mmi ng poo l . That i s  a request that has come i nto the department and one that 
we dea l w i th � most on a year to year basi s .  

T o  answer the Member's questi on, there i s  not an al l otted vast sum of mo neys that i s  read i l y  
avai l abl e .  The pr ogr am has l i m i ted funds but throu gh the course of the year we attempt to react 
and respond to requests as they come i n .  As to the matter of p l ann i n g we are bound and sadd l ed 
w i th the government process of capi tal p l an n i n g and I honestl y do not k n ow how we cou l d  ever be 
removed from that system . The Member i s  suggesti n g  that the department deal wi th cap i tal  i n  i ts 
own r i ght . I wou l d  say i t  i s  very di ff i cu l t .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan ) :  Thank you, Mr . M i n i ster . Mr . Ba l l antyne . 

MR . BALLANTYNE : I understand i t  i s  a di ffi cu l t  questi on to answer . I j ust th i nk that there mi ght 
be some advantage to thi s  department and other departments of i ntegrati n g  thei r cap i ta l  and O and M 
process w i th i n the department . It i s  just someth i ng to th i n k about . 

Fundi ng O f  Pos i t i ons And Person Years 

If I cou l d  ask one more questi on on the d i rectorate and I was go i ng to ask it when we were l ast 
tal k i n g  here about the PYs and pos i t i ons . The department di d gi ve us a summary and they gave two 
ways of hand l i ng the vacan cy factor .  I w i l l  not get i nto the fi rst way but I am g l ad you are not 
us i n g i t  because I have major pr ob l ems wi th i t .  The second way -- and I wi l l  read i t  - - I have 
qui te a ser i ous questi on about thi s  one . The second approach for budgetary purposes i s  to i denti fy 
certai n pos i t i ons as funded, those for wh i ch a fu l l  PY and fu l l sal ar i es, benef i ts and al l owances 
are budgeted . Others are unfunded wh i ch i s  w i thout a PY and w i th out budgeted funds . The 
department is usi n g  that process and up un ti l now i t  i s  fa i r  en ough . Then the department has 
adopted the practi ce of genera l l y  fundi ng  or budgeti ng for the most expensi ve pos i t i ons . I take i t  
i f  a department had for exampl e  150 pos i t i ons and 100 PYs i t  wou l d budget for the most expens i ve 
hundred posi t i ons . My questi on i s, because i t  does not work that way, at the end of the year there 
c ou l d be eas i l y  a surp l us and that sur p l u s  I wou l d as sume coul d be used for other purposes . I 
thi nk the process i s  unw i el dy and somewhat mi s l eadi n g .  We were voti ng for sal ar i es w i th that 
pr ocess and I th i n k  al most i nvar i ab l y at the end of the year you wou l d have surp l uses there . What 
do you actua l l y  do w i th that extra fundi ng and why don't you use some sort of average when you are 
f i gur i n g that out? The average of your posi ti ons wou l d be the cost of a PY rather than your most 
expensi ve pos i t i ons . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan ) :  Mr . M i n i ster . 

HON . NICK SIBBESTON: w i l l  ask Mr . Kronstal to answer that . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan ) :  Mr . Kronstal . 

MR . KRONSTAL: Thank you, Mr . Chai rman . The quest i on that has been posed i s  a good one and we d i d  
wrest l e  for some ti me as to wh i ch pos i t i ons woul d be consi dered funded ones and wh i ch ones wou l d  
n ot be cons i dered funded posi t i ons . Tru l y, i t  was qui te a strugg l e .  One of the pr i nc i p l es that we 
tr i ed to adhere to was to ensure that the department woul d not be run n i n g  short of mo neys pr i or to 
year end and be seek i n g supp l ementary moneys . In order to safeguard that pos i t i on suff i ci ent 
moneys for the most cost l y  pos i t i ons were budgeted for, guaranteed . There have been pos i t i on 
vacanc i es throughout the department and what that has resu l ted i n  are sma l l l apses i n  moneys at the 
end of the year . I thi n k  perhaps i n  thi s  upcom i ng  year we cou l d l ook at systems perhaps where some 
random di str i but i on of funded pos i t i ons cou l d  be used . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gar gan ) :  Thank  you . Mr . Ba l l antyne . 



- 888 -

MR . BALLANTYNE: I f i nd thi s syst em really i s  not portraying to this Hous e the real fact s.  I would 
th i nk one would be better off budgeting on an average posit i on cost, even if that means i t  is more 
d i ffi cult to meet your salary target s. I think that in fact is an incent i ve for the department to 
really control i t s cost s. I thi nk what you are do i ng here i s  budgeting on the opt i mum end wh i ch I 
thi nk allows far too much flex i b i lity and too much potential for was tage. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr. M i ni st er. 

HON . NICK S U 3 B ESTON: Mr . Cha i rman, I wi ll take the Member ' s  statements as good advice and we will 
att empt to manage the department accord i ngly. 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ):  Thank you, Mr . M i n i s ter . Mr. Appaqaq . 

MR . APPAQAQ: ( Translat i on )  Thank you, Mr. 
interpretation through i nt erpreters, therefore 
be so t i  red . 

Cha i rman. Wh i le we are meet i ng here we get 
move th at we adjourn so our interpreters wi 1 1  not 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr . Appaqaq, ar.e you mov i ng that we report progres s? Progress has been 
called, i t  is not debatable . All thos e in favour? E i ght in favour . All those opposed, if any? 
One .  Thi s mot i on i s  carri ed .  

---Carr i ed 

I will now ri se and report progres s .  I would li ke to thank the M i nister, Mr. Moore and Mr. 
Kron st al . 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr . Gargan . 

I T EM 1 6: REPORT OF COMM I TT EE OF THE WHOLE 

R EPORT OF COMM ITTEE  OF THE WHOLE OF TABLE D DOCUMENT 36-85 ( 1 ) , RE PORT BY THE TASK FORCE ON SPOUSAL 
ASSAULT ; B I LL 7-85 ( 1 ) , APPROPR I AT ION ACT, 1 985-86 

MR. GARGAN: Mr . Speaker, your commit tee has been cons i dering the Report by the Task Force on 
Spous a 1 Assault and wi she s to report th i s  matt er cone l uded . Your comm i ttee wi shes to report 
progress in i t s del i berat i ons on Bill 7-85 ( 1 ) , Appropr iat i on Act, 1985-86, wi th one mot ion being 
adopted and that B i ll 3-85 ( 1 ) , B i ll 9-85 ( 1 )  and B i ll 10-85 ( 1 )  are recommended for further 
cons i derat i on in committee of the whole. 

Mot i on To Accept Report Of Comm i ttee Of The Whole, Carr i ed 

Mr . Speaker, I move that the report of the commi ttee of the whole be concurred w i th. 

MR. SPEAKER: Members have heard the report of the cha i rman of the commit tee of the whole. Are you 
agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Carr i ed 

MR. SPEAKER: Announcement s, Mr . Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I beli eve agreement has been reached ,between myself and the 
cha i rman of the stand i ng commi ttee on f i nance that the order for tomorrow w i ll be changed 
sl i ghtly . That i s  the two i t ems the Hi ghway Transport Board and the Public U t i l i t i e s Board wi ll be 
moved up to follow the M i n i stry of Culture. That i s  to make use of the ava ilability of w i tnesses. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Butters, ' we have noted your request and w i ll change the order paper . 
Mr . Clerk, announcements and orders of the day, please. Mr . MacQuarr i e, please. 

Poi nt Of Pr i v i lege 

MR . MacQUARR I E: Yes, Mr . Speaker, a matter of pr iv i lege . I have asked that you have a look at the 
transcr i pt of March 20, 1985, and cons i der whether -- and I say th i s  without rancour -- but 
cons i der whether I m i ght be owed an apo l ogy, by not yourself neces sari ly, but the Deputy Speaker. 
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I checked yesterdays record and I was asked to wi thdraw a remark where I allegedly sai d 1 1hi dden 
mot i ve 11

• I asked i f  we could not wai t a d ay to see what I had act u ally sa i d, but I was told that I 
would have to wi thdraw the remark . When I read the record, I see that i n  a general way on page 
3 72, I d i d  say that some people have 11 a h i dden agenda 11 and I was speak i ng just generally at that 
t i me. I ment i oned no spec i f i c  names at all. But later on page 385, I sai d t h at Mr. Curley has a 
d i fferent agenda and a d i fferent object i ve from many Members i n  th is  House . So cert a i nly i f  I had 
had the chance to look at the record, I would not have wanted to wi t hdraw anythi ng, Mr . Speaker . 
So I would ask you to cons i der that and see whether my remarks would st and as they were, please. 

MR . BALLANTYNE : Mr. C urley 's  record is  di fferent. 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you, Mr. M acQu arri e .  Mr . Clerk, announcements and orders of the day, please. 

I TEM  17: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Ham i lton) : Orders of the day for Fr i day, M arch 22, at 9 : 3 0  a . m .  

1.  Prayer 

2 .  Members ' Repli es 

3. M i ni sters ' St atements 

4 .  Oral Quest i ons 

5 .  Wri tten Quest i ons 

6 .  Ret urns 

7. Pet i t i ons 

8. Reports of St and i ng and Speci al Commi t tees 

9. T abli ng of Documents 

10 . Not i ces of Mot i on 

11. 

12.  

13 . 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

Not i ces of Mot i on for F irst Readi ng of B i lls 

Mot i ons 

F irst Read i ng of B i lls 

Second Read i ng of B i lls 

Cons i derat i on in Commi ttee of the Whole of B i lls and Other M atters : Report of St andi ng 
Comm i ttee on Fi nance on Rev i ew of 1985-86 Ma i n Est i mates ; Bi lls 7-85(1) , 3-85(1) , 9-85(1) , 
10-85(1) 

Report of Commi ttee of the Whole 

Orders of the Day 

MR . UE PUTY SPEAKER : Th i s  House st ands adjourned unt i l 9 : 3 0  a . m.,  Fri day, M arch 22nd . 

- --ADJOURNMENT 
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