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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 1985 

Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Nellie Cournoyea, Mr. Gargan, 
Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. Mccallum, Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. 
Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, 
Mr. T'Seleie, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Wednesday, March the 27th. Item 2, Members' 
replies. Mrs. Lawrence. 

ITEM 2: MEMBERS' REP LI ES 

Mrs. Lawrence's Reply 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to make a short speech in reply to the 
Commissioner's Address. I realize that almost every program of the government seems to be a 
priority but I am very concerned about our youth, especially since this is the International Year 
of the Youth. The children today are our future and the only time some of our young people receive 
any attention is when they have committed a serious crime and by then it is too late. Putting 
young people in an institution does not help them either, they need help before they get into 
trouble. 

Supervision In Student Residences 

Education remains a serious concern to me and parents in my constituency of Tu Nedhe. Dropping out 
of school is a big problem, especially among young children from small communities. I realize 
living in residences like Akaitcho Hall is a difficult adjustment for many of our young people and 
it is often easier for the administrator to send children home on their first offence because there 
is a waiting list to get into the residence. Serious damage is done to these young people because 
there is no one for them to turn to for help when they go back into their own community. Some just 
hang around town with no job, no hope and no future. They need special attention while they are in 
school but lack of staff, in many cases, means they do not get this attention. Supervisors are 
overworked with many students to supervise. 

People workinq in this system must be sensitive to the special needs of our young people. Going by 
the book when children start acting up does not work. Without some under st anding of these 
children, all the degrees in the world would not help. Many times the Department of Education 
assumes an individual is qualified because they have a degree, but the supervisors need to have 
experience with our children and som� knowledge of the background that they come from. 

I understand only too well how some of these students feel as I come fran a small settlement. It 
is not in our culture to open up or feel comfortable with just anybody. I would like to suggest to 
the Minister that a small home set-up with adequate one to one counselling services would help our 
students to feel more comfortable in this strange environment. I guess what I am trying to say is 
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that right now the system is not serving some of our troubled students as well as it should. 
Changes have to be made in this area and I urge the Member to give serious consideration to making 
some changes so that we can make sure that services are available to our young people. It is very 
sad and frustrating for me to see when the funding could be spent much more constructively. 

Problems Concerning Division 

On another subject, I would like to say that events around our main topic lately, the NCF and WCF, 
recently made proof that some communities are not ready for division. Maybe we should put the idea 
of division aside for the rest of the life of this Assembly. 

AN HON. MEMBER: No way! 

MRS. LAWRENCE: I do not wish to speak on this too much, a lot has been said on it already. How do 
we know that the federal government will provide adequate funds to form two governments anyway? We 
do not even have adequate funding for many programs that are existing. Some countries that are 
divided experience many problems including war. We have certainly had problems, our share of them, 
with division since February. 

Economic Development In Tu Nedhe 

It is over a year now since my election and I sometimes feel that I have met very few of my 
constituency's needs. Everything seems to take so long, with all due respect to the Executive 
Members who say that economic development is one of the government's priorities. I have found that 
funding such as the native economic development program often does not reach the people it is meant 
for. In my area we have tried to make some progress over the past year in the area of economic 
development. With the Deninoo council hiring an economic development planner in Resolution we ·were 
able to take new directions with the Slave River sawmill. The management of the sawmill have done 
their part in making efforts to sell more lumber. However, because of the run-down equipment and 
the weather conditions, the sawmill has not been producing to its full capacity. So I would like 
to urge the Minister and his department to consider further funding in this area as the sawmill is 
very important to my constituents. 

Housing continues to be a crucial need in my constituency, especially in Snowdrift. I would like 
to emphasize to the Minister responsible for the Housing Corporation, the urgency in moving quickly 
to provide programs and funding for housing, especially in Snowdrift. 

Some good things have happened in the past year too. A renewable resource officer will be hired as 
soon as accommodation can be confirmed. This will be an important addition to the people of Tu 
Nedhe. With the help of my colleagues I was able to put forth a motion asking for special funding 
for improvement to the Little Buffalo bridge. The problem of the condition of the highway was 
partially resolved during a special meeting of Department of Highway officials and the Deninoo 
council when the department agreed to set up a permanent maintenance camp at the Little Buffalo 
River. 

I would like to compliment the community development committee in Fort Resolution for taking the 
initial step in tackling the problems of alcohol and drug abuse in the community by volunteering 
their services in putting together a proposal to seek funds and donations fran government and 
businesses. It is a long and frustrating process but it took many years for the problem to get 
where it is at and it will take a long time for us to deal with the problem. But we have to keep 
trying. 

I would like to thank the Executive for the response to funding requests that I made on behalf of 
my constituency. I want y'ou to know that I appreciate this but I think it is important that 
Members be involved in the capital planning at the community level, so we can be sure there are no 
oversights. I would also like to thank all the Members for their assistance at all times. Some 
issues are very confusing and other Members have been very co-operative in explaining them. Maybe 
to the public we seem to be arguing a ,lot but deep down, some of us still retain our culture and 
tradition of helping each other. 

I would also like to thank the two interpreters, Sabet Biscaye and Leona Poitras, who have been 
very willing and helpful and the staff of the Legislative Assembly and the special committees, and 
especially Kevin O'Keefe in assisting me with any research material that I need. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

---Applause 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mrs. Lawrence. Replies to the Commissioner's Address. Mr. Wray. 

Mr. Wray's Reply 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am not at my best this morning. As you know, Mr. 
Speaker, I represent the constituency of Kivallivik. Kivallivik consists of the communities of 
Eskimo Point, Whale Cove and Baker Lake. It is unique in a number of ways, one of the major ones 
being that the constituency has the only inland Inuit community in Canada. It is a large 
constituency in terms of this House. I did not know this but just learned in the last few days, 
from looking at some documents provided to us by the Clerk's of fice, that in terms of population 
only the constituencies of Inuvik, Frobisher, Fort Smith, Hay River and Yellowknife Centre are 
1 arger. Certainly in terms of geographic area, it is the 1 argest. 

Mr. Richard is not here but I would like to make my pitch right now because if indeed there is to 
be another seat added to this House which I think is still there, then I think this constituency 
should be one of the prime candidates for that seat. However I will not be bringing any motion to 
that effect because I would not want to open up that can of worms again. But I would just like to 
be on record that Kivallivik is the next obvious choice for an MLA. 

Business Development In Eskimo Point 

In the community of Eskimo Point some major things have been happening. It is a pleasure for me to 
see tourism on the increase in that community. It has become a major business. I believe last 
summer somewhere in excess of 2000 tourists visited the community of Eskimo Point. The community 
is taking major strides toward the establishment of small business in that community. In fact I 
think it would be safe to say that in the Keewatin Region, Eskimo Point is the leader in small 
business. It is certainly a town full of entrepreneurs. The community has expanded very rapidly 
in the last seven to eight years and the population increase has been phenomenal. The situation in 
the school is one that indicates that. It has the second largest enrolment of any school in- the 
Eastern Arctic. I believe only Nakasuk in Frobisher Bay has a larger enrolment in its school and 
even at that it is only a matter of six or seven people. 

Housing continues to be a major problem in the community along with unemployment. Eskimo Point, 
along with the other community of Baker Lake, has one of the largest welfare rolls of any of the 
communities in the NWT, I think more because of its size than anything else, Mr. Speaker. The 
community is very concerned about unemployment and would like to see some form of economic 
development. I have to say that Cullaton Lake has not been a good experience for Eskimo Point or 
for the Keewatin as a whole. While there has been some employment for the community of Eskimo 
Point and some of the other communities, by and large the mine of Cul 1 aton Lake has not put any 
money into the regional economy, or any substantial amount of money into the economy. 

New Primary School In Capital Plan 

The community is very pleased and I would like to thank the Minister of Education for finally 
responding to the community. We now see the capital plan money to build a new primary school which 
has been long overdue. In fact I wish the government had been as quick to respond to the community 
of Eskimo Point as it was to the community of Yellowknife. To handle the overload something like 
six or seven portable classrooms have had to be built, which is a very costly way to build 
schools. It ties up land and is not a desirable way to go. However Education does now have the 
new primary school in their plan and I am very pleased to see this and I know the community is very 
pleased. 

The other item that I think is of major concern to the community is the water supply. As you know 
there has been an historical problem with water in Eskimo Point. In talking with some of the older 
residents they will tell you quite out front that the community should never have been built where 
it was, particularly a community of that size, because the water supply is just not good. The 
community desperately wants to build a road to the Maguse River. I support them in this because 
not only will it provide access to fresh water but it will supply major access for tourism 
purposes. This is what the community has in mind -- the approach to building the road with two 
purposes. 

l 
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Community Of Whale Cove 

With regard to Whale Cove, Whale Cove is a small community. It is like a lot of small communities, 
it is there, it exists, people like to live there. It is somewhat in a state of flux right now 
because it is situated between two major communities, Eskimo Point and Rankin Inlet. It has seen 
some of its population move to these communities because of the services they provide. However, 
people move back in after they find that the quality of life in larger communities is not much 
better than in their own community. It also has a major problem of housing and unemployment. The 
community would very much like to get an RCMP. I tabled a letter in this House from the community 
about that subject. Probably in the scheme of things they have a low priority for an RCMP. It is 
still something that they desire because they are a community that has prohibition and I think they 
find it difficult at times to enforce some of the laws because there is no law enforcement in Whale 
Cove, the nearest RCMP being in Rankin Inlet, which of course is time consuming. Therefore it is 
very difficult for the RCMP to respond very quickly. 

Concerns Of Baker Lake 

The other community in my constituency is Baker Lake. As you know Baker Lake is a well-known 
community. It has made its mark in the North over the years in a number of ways . The major 
concerns in the community, again, are housing and unemployment. Housing is the number one priority 
due to a number of reasons, some of which this government can be blamed for and some of which the 
community has to be blamed for. The community was forgotten when it came to the supply of 
housing. It has the highest number of northern rentals of any community in the Northwest 
Territories and it has the worst condition of housing in the region with the possible exception of 
Whale Cove. There is a major deficiency of housing in that community. This has forced a number of 
people to leave the community and it is a major concern to us because some of them move to Gjoa 
Haven where they also create a housing shortage. 

With regard to recreation facilities and the budget just passed by Local Government, finally the 
government has agreed to build a recreation complex. This is something the community has been 
attempting to get since 1974. In fact, they were led to believe by the government in 1979 that it 
was going to go ahead. However, the way these things work it was lost in the planning after the 
community had done a lot of work but now it is back on track and I am very pleased to see it. 
Recreation is very important to us in some of these larger communities because as you know we have 
a large number of young people. The crime rate, the use of alcohol and drugs is increasing 
tremendously among the young people. The increase of crime of breaking and entering, vandalism, is 
al so on the way up in a major way. 

Most of this is due to the fact that there are young people with nothing to do. Most of them have 
dropped out of school, they cannot find employment and even if they did have an education, it would 
be doubtful if they could find employment because the jobs are just not there to find. Therefore, 
we have to provide them with the facilities which will allow them to use their spare time 
constructively. 

All in all the constituency of Kivallivik has a fair amount of problems. I think they can be 
summed up in three parts, Mr. Speaker, housing, unemployment and education. 

E ducation In Kivallivik 

Education is the key for most of us to get ourselves out of the hole which we have dug for 
ourselves. The drop-out rate in my constituency is, I believe, similar to other constituencies 
with the possible exception of the major communities here in the West, and is approaching 85 per 
cent by grade eight. Now, you have to understand the background of my community to understand why 
we see this as such a pro0lem. In the 1950s and 1960s and into the early 1970s, Baker Lake in 
particular, and this is confirmed by studies through Polar Gas and other agencies, had the most 
grade twelve graduates per capita of any community in the Northwest Territories. The honourable 
Member for Yellowknife Centre, who was a principal there for a number of years, will confirm that 
the community had a very high regard for education. It was determined that its children should be 
educated in the best possible manner 'and achieve the highest possible education in the academic 
world. It was very successful. However, since the mid 1970s, coinciding with the time that this 
government took over education, education standards have dropped and dropped fast to the point 
where Baker Lake has a hard time to put together even a grade nine or a grade 10 cl ass. The same 
can be held true for Eskimo Point and Whale Cove and I believe held true for most of the 
communities in the East. That is a major problem. 
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I f  our children are not educated and do not have the ability to grasp employment opportunities, 
government opportunities, private sector opportunities then we are condemning the people in our 
communities to a life on welfare. I do not need to elaborate on what that would do to the social 
structure in our communities. I think there are enough experiences in this country, particularly 
among native people in the South, to show what happens when communities depend almost entirely on 
welfare for their source of income. 

As you know, my communities have fought bitterly at times to get their own high school and 
institutions into those communities. I have always supported them in that endeavour. I am pleased 
to see that the government has finally recognized that in the Keewatin you have a situation where 
you have three communities of equal size and hopefully Education's decision to allow grade 10 and 
possibly grade 11 and 12, if the numbers warrant it, into the communities of Eskimo Point and Baker 
Lake will somehow alleviate the problems. I, myself, do not think that merely providing facilities 
is going to solve the problem. I think we have major problems in the attitude of teachers and 
principal's. I think that an attitude has prevailed that, "Well, let's put the kids into programs 
other than academic because basically that is all they can cope with, 11 and as such we have seen a 
drastic reduction in the number of academic students coming out of our school system. 

Failure T o  Achieve Goal 

I think we have an attitude problem among the parents. I think many parents have either given up 
on educat.ion or to this day still do not realize the value that education can have to a child. I 
dare say I can count on one hand, maybe two hands, the number of our children that are going to 
university. This is causing increasing concern because even the jobs that were traditionally 
occupied by people from the communities -- jobs in the housing associations, jobs with the hamlet 
councils, in the small business sector -- people are now going outside to hire for those jobs 
because we do not have that capability now. There is nobody to hire in the communities. If the 
capability is there, it is very quickly snapped up by federal and/or territorial government. I 
think that education has failed and failed miserably over the last 10 or 12 years. It has not done 
the job that we want it to do, even though we have poured literally hundreds of millions of dollars 
into it. 

We must move quickly to solve the problem. One of the major reasons that this government was 
created and one of the major reasons for the existence of this government and this Legislature is 
in the area of education. While maybe there are only X number of dollars identified in the 
Education budget, I know for a fact, that a major portion of this government's budget through 
various other departments is also devoted to education. Whether it be the maintenance of schools, 
the building of schools, staff houses, a lot of our money is going into education. Yet we do not 
appear to be moving forward. We appear to be moving backward sometimes. 

I think we have not used existing technology to the best of our ability. Perhaps rather than 
building huge expensive schools in every community, we could look at investing our money in 
telecommunication systems where one, two or even three high school programs could be delivered 
throughout the Territories from two or three central locations via the use of satellite. ·rt is an 
approach that has worked in other rural areas, in Australia and Alaska. There is no reason why the 
plan could not work here. We have the technology but we are not availing ourselves of it. 

A Younger Core Of Leadership 

The other problem when it comes to education is that we do not appear to be bringing through the 
system that quota of leadership that we must have in the North. If you look around today at 
leaders, politicians in the communities a.nd on the regional and territorial level, we see the same 
faces time and time again, and the same faces have been there for as long as I have been in the 
North. We do not appear to have that younger core of leadership coming up. Now, while that is 
somewhat of a generalization because I think there are some communities where there are some 
exceptions and a lot of work has been done with young people, we do have a problem. We do not seem 
to be developing a second generation of leaders or a second generation of people available to take 
the high positions in government and,the other agencies that we have in the North. I know that I 
have talked to the Member for Frobisher Bay about the problem many times in his capacity as 
Minister of Education. I know that at times he feels very frustrated with the bureaucracy. I 
would remind the Member that there are many people within the bureaucracy and within the Education 
department who are responsible for putting in place a system which has failed us. I recognize the 
difficulty that he has in trying to get the same bureaucracy to change the system which they 
developed and supported. 
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L ac k  Of S tandardization Of Edu cational Programs 

I am contin ually amazed at the different levels and different types of ed ucation we are giving. In 
a region where you have only 50, 000 people in 60 c ommunities, you would think that education co uld 
be somewhat standardized . And as late as a month and a half ago, I am finding that this is not the 
case . I recently heard of a case where a family moved from Igloolik to Baker La ke. They were fr om 
Baker Lake originally and had moved to Igloolik a co uple of years ago.  They had a child in grade 
six and when they moved back to Ba ker La ke, the scho ol had a tremendo usly diffic ult time trying to 
figure out where to put this child because the grade six in Igloolik was in no way comparable to 
the grade six in Ba ker Lake. It was a totally dif ferent program . I did a bit of homew ork on this 
because I always tho ught that we are at tempting to standardize education so that people co uld mov e  
fran one c ommunity t o  another, fran one region t o  another and fran one side o f  the Arctic t o  the 
other side of the Arctic, witho ut causing themselves problems. 

I fo und o ut that no t only is that not true in terms of moving but it is not true ev en within the 
c ommunity . For example, my daughter is in grade six this year in Baker Lake, so I was hoping that 
when my son was movinq into grade six -- my son is, shall we say, not as quic k as my daughter, 
because girls are always smarter than boys, anyway -- I tho ught well this is good, my daughter will 
be able to help my son with his lessons when he goes into  grade six next year, because she has done 
the work. I find to my amazement that this is not the case. If in fact his teacher leaves, which 
also happens far too often for my likinq, then my son co uld end up and probably will end up doinq a 
totally dif ferent grade six next year than my daughter did this year . I am not s ure of the 
technicalities but the way I understand it is that each teacher is given a list of topics from 
which they can expand in the school year and develop their own classes and develop their own 
c urric ulum for that partic ular year. So if yo u change the teachers then yo u change the curric ulum 
from year to year. 

It q uite honestly amazes me that we allow so much flexibility in the school system. It is no 
wonder that parents and children are conf used when yo u do not know from one week to the next or 
from one year to the next what yo ur child will be doing. It is al so horrendously expensive for 
t his government because it means that new teachers every year order ne�v supplies and yo u co uld have 
a sit uation where new readers and new boo ks have to be ordered time after time after time, 
depending on who the teacher is and if that teacher has just come into the system . I wo uld hate 
to think of what the cost is to us for that kind of system. 

Another thing that I fo und o ut q uite frankly amazes me, again, and I really have to q uestion the 
educators and the bureaucrats as to what they are up to. It was my understanding after the special 
c ommittee on education and c ommunity hearings that there was a general desire on behalf of the 
population and certainly on behalf of the politicians and parents that we go bac k  to the grade 
system. It was something that people understood, they knew what the grade syst em was, they co uld 
understand where their child was in the system. They were comfortable with it. But with the 
so-called liberalization of ed ucation in the mid-70s which bro ught us open areas among other 
things, which bro ught us a system of cl asses A, B, C, D, E, step one, step two, step three -- was 
totally o ut of line with what the communities need and want. It has been rejected by c ommunities 
one after the other. It seems to be a pet of some ed ucators tho ugh, but certainly not a pet of the 
parents because most of the parents that I know , including myself, now with the grade system, 
finally understand where that child is in school . Step A, lev el three tells yo u nothing. 

No Regional Standardization 

Yet I was amazed when I was in Baffin in January to find out that we do not even hav e regional 
standardi zation of education. In Baffin there are some c ommunities in the north end that are on 
the grade system and in the so uth end they are st i 1 1  on this A, B, C, step one, step two. In 
inq uiring into it, I fo und that every community is sort of told to do their own th i ng. I 001 q uite 
frankly amazed abo ut what is going on in that department. They seemed to hav e been given 
flexibility, not only at community levels but at regional levels, to do whatever they want. How 
are we ever going to build an ed ucation system, a college system , a university system, a high 
school system, and provide the ability_ for northern people to move fran one c ommunity to another, 
from one region to another, from one side of the Arc tic to another side of the Arctic , if there is 
no standardized education system? We are condemning people to live in and grow in and get their 
education in one community and we are saying if you go to another community, to ugh, maybe yo u wi ll 
go bac k a way or maybe you will go forward a way, but we really do not know where you are go i ng to  
go . 
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U n fort unately my commen ts appear to be more valid when I tal k abo ut the small communities than vklen 
I talk abo ut larger cen tres because I do k now that Sir J ohn Fran kl  in for one , has one of the 

highest standards not only within the Territories , but  even c ompares very favourably in many 
c i rc umstances to Alberta ' s  schools . 

The same drop-o ut rate does not seem to be prevailing in places like In uvi k ,  Fort Smith, Pine Poin t 
and Hay River and , therefore , I have to be very concerned . I s uppose ed ucation is my one 
disappointment with this government .  I find it increasingly frustrating now because essentially it 
wo uld appear that there is no end in sight . It wi 1 1  take years to reverse its process and we are 
going to have to spend tens of millions of doll ars thro ugho ut this government to cope with the 
failures of the system and with the people that are droppin q out . In the Keewatin Region alone we 
have five or six times more drop-o uts than we have high school st udents .  It is , obvio usly, totally 
unacceptable and un desirable . 

I enc o urage the Minister of Ed ucatio n that if changes have to be made then he make some , that he 
make them witho ut regard for the sensibilities of some of the b ureaucrats . clT1 l oo king at o ur 
c ommunities and I see the drop-out rate . I see a horrendo us pict ure aro und ed ucation .  If 
b urea ucrats have to be sacrificed to save the tho usands of children that are not being educated 
t hen so be it , and that is j ust the way that it will have to be . 

I will not say anything more ab o ut educatio n because Mr . Patterso n has heard me time and time 
again , ran ting and raving as he calls it . I wo uld like to impress upon yo u ,  Mr . Speaker , that the 
fut ure of the North lies with o ur children and the education of our children vklich leads me into my 
n ext s u bj ect and that is yo ung people . 

Maj or Problems With Y o u ng People 

Over the last two or t hree years , un fort unately , we have seen in the Keewatin and in my 
c onstit uency a maj or -- and I mean maj or -- inc rease in the n umber of attempted suicides·, the 
number of suc cessf ul s uicides c ombined with alcohol and drugs , c ombin ed with a maj or increase in 
c rime , breaking and entering ,  and vandalism . I thin k I am not out of line in saying that among our 
yo unger people , partic ularly those in the 15 to 2 5  year old age gro up, we have a serious crisis o n  
o ur hands , o n e  that as yet I do n o t  see this governmen t equipped t o  deal with . 

I t  saddens me to see a community like Baker La ke that I have lived in for 1 5  years begin to have 
problems that I tho ught I would never see . In the last circ uit of the c o urt there were between 40 
and 50 charges that had to be dealt with by that court . In fact , there were so many that the co urt 
ran o ut of paper to work and is having to go bac k there next mo nth to c omplete the circ uit . For 
tho se of yo u who do not kn ow Baker Lake , this is a maj or pro blem . We have never had these problems 
before . When I see communities · like Baker Lake begin to falter and experience problems then I 
shudder at what is happening in some of the other communities that perhaps have a little bit more 
hi story than us . 

Y o u ng people , I thin k ,  is an area that we have sadly neglec ted as a government ,  at least ever since 
I have been in the North . I thin k we have taken for gran ted their reso urcefulness and leave them 
to figure things o ut for themselves . We have a very large yo u ng pop ulation caught between two 
c ult ures , caught there for the most part witho ut educatio n ,  and witho ut our help and witho ut the 
help of the politicians and the Legislat ure and with the social agencies , I do not think they are 
going to make it . That is why ed ucatio n ,  to me , is the single most important subject  in the North 
today . 

Day Care 

Mr . Speaker, I have a n umber of other issues that I wo uld like to touch on . As many Members have 
indicated , including those from Yellowk nife , day care is bec oming more and more of a need in our 
c ommunities . More and more of the work force is comprised of y o u ng women with families and they 
seem to be the ones who are making it thro ugh the school instead of the yo ung men . The lac k  of day 
care has hindered a lot of good peopl_e from getting j obs . It h.as caused us problems in the school 
system because we find that many people keep their yo unger sisters or brothers out of school to 
babysit for them . We find that even with federal government grants and trying to do it o urselves 
that it is j ust not possible . My wife had a j o b  in Baker Lake last year and I thin k her wages in a 
month were abo u t  $ 900 net b ut she was having to pay $500 for day care . Es sent  i a 1 1  y it was not 
worth her while working, as she made more mo ney by going on unemployment insuranc e .  I do not thin k 
that that is a very healthy thing to be enco uraging either . 
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We are al so extremely concerned about power rates and the po s sible increase in power rates. It 
would destroy, for the most part, the entire business community in the Keewatin and my constituency 
and probably most of the home-owner ship clients that we have. We would hope and encourage that the 
federal g overnment will bring in a subsidy system that will alleviate these problems. 

I would like, also, to touch on the s ubj ect of highways. I think the time is starting to come and 
there is al ready some ta 1 k  in the Keewatin that perhaps if our part of the war 1 d is to go anyw_here 
then we have to develop an infrastructure to allow us to take advantage of resource and economic 
development. While a highway will cost a l ot of money and while it will be obviously many, many 
year s and there will be many environmental questions to be addres sed, I think that perhaps the 
g overnment and the federal government should seriously start con sidering extension of the highway 
from Gillam to Churchill, through the Keewatin, around the coast. I do not see any other way to 
develop the resource ec onomy of the region or to develop the tourist potential of that region. 
Aircraft and air strips are ju st far too expensive. 

We are also faced with the problem of NTCL being sold, maybe. We know that the Keewatin is one of 
the areas that is heavily subsidized and if the private sector would take it over then there is a 
good pos sib i lity that the freight rates might double or triple. If that happens, there are m any of 
us who j u st cannot afford to live there any more. 

Two other small items that I have and one is the home boarding is sue. As yo u know, the Keewatin 
has been one of the primary pushers of trying to get its children into Yellowknife and other areas 
for education. One of the problems is always a lack of facilities to house them and it was tho ught 
that home boarding was the answer. I now find that home boarding people are being given T4s 
because it is taxable income and I am very much afraid that this is just going to discourage people 
from boarding children. I think that it is something that the government is going to have to look 
at very fast. 

The other matter that I will touch on is penal institutions. I, for the f i r st time as an MLA, have 
several constituents housed in the Yellowkn i fe " Hilton" here. In talking to some of them, one of 
them in particular wa s quite open about it. He tried 1 7  times before he finally got there but he 
is there now for a number of months and I a sked him why. He basically said, " Well it is ju st a 
g ood place to be. " " I  get recreation", he said, " I  get three meals a day and I get a room", which 
he is sharing with only two or three other s, and he has something to do during the d ay .  They 
structure his day for him and it is a lot better than what he has at home. 

I am find ing that particularly among some of the younger people that this attitude is starting to 
prevail because the correctional system will give them a structured life and I think that is what 
m any of our young people are looking for. They are looking for someone to str ucture their lives 
for them, to assist them in what they are doing. B ut I do not think it is a good way to go about 
it by getting your self put in jail. I would like to see some kind of system produced whereby we do 
not take these young people out of the region. Maybe rather than bring them here to Yellowknife 
that we have camps on the land, 80 or 1 00 miles from the commun i ty, staffed with three or fo ur of 
our older people and we send them out there for two or three months. I can tell you that after 
three months on the land in Baker Lake yo u do not want to go back a second time, particularly if 
you are a yo ung per son who is not used to living on the land. 

Committees In Communities 

I have a number of other i s sues that I would like to touch on here. We have heard time and time 
again about consultation in this government and I must admit that this qovernment is better than 
most about _ consulting with communities when they do thing s. However, I do think we are at the 
point now where in a desire to consult as a government we are badly overloading the capacity of the 
communities. I think we have created far too many bod i es at the community level. If you know the 
communities, yo u will know that invariably yo u will see the same faces time after time on these 
various community groups. Then after a wh i le they drop out and you talk to them and they say, 
" Well, we were going to meeting s  every night and it was just too much. 1 1  I really think that as a 
g overnment and as a Legi slature we hav� to take a long hard look at the way we are doing thing s. I 
s uggest that perhaps we should look at moving these community groups together and look at having 
one major community body in a community and roll a lot of these committees into - - for want of a 
better word - - that super council, if yo u want to call it that for lack of a better term. I really 
think that the communities themselves are getting fed up because it seems that whenever you want to 
do something, you form a committee . I know in my community of Baker Lake we have something like 23 
or 24  committees. In the region as a whole, I think we are looking at 120 committees or so for 
4000 people. 
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Responsi b i l i ty In One Major Group 

Wh at i s  happening now, even at the commun i ty level is that the commun i t i es themselves are st art i ng 
to get di sorg an i zed, one comm i ttee does not know what the other comm i ttee is doi ng .  It i s  bound to 
confuse peopl e  at a loc al level . Of course obv i ously every t i me we set up a comm ittee , we set up 
a budget for that comm i ttee, we set up people to work for i t  and then we set up bureaucr ats to look 
after it . I th i nk we have gone too far and we should look at reversi ng the vklole process and look 
at go i ng to one, m aybe two major groups in each commun i ty who are responsi ble for all funct i ons of 
g overnment i n  that commun i ty -- housi ng, educ at i on, pl ann i ng,  health, soc i al serv i ces, the vmol e 
works. Roll them i nto one large body and allow them to h i re top adm i n i strat i on, m aybe expand the 
h amlet counc il from ei ght to 10 and then an i nd i v i dual on that counc i l  coul d be responsi ble for one 
spec i f ic  i tem w i th i n  the commun i ty and then he cou l d  have a l i ttl e  subcomm i ttee of two or three 
people, however many he needs to help h im  out . I th i nk we have to start looki ng at that . I know 
i n  Pond In l et they h ave tr i ed i t ;  i n  some cases they h ave tr i ed i t  very successfully . I th i nk 
other Members feel the same way that I do and it is someth i ng that we have to look at and perhaps 
address . 

The other top i c  I would l i ke to talk about i s  reg i onal centres. For a long t i me I h ave never 
understood why th i s  government persi stently insi sted on creat i ng reg i onal adm in istr at i on centres . 
There are a number of reasons why we should not have them. H i stor i c ally speak i ng i f  you look at 
other areas in the world and outsi de of C anada, where we have a rural ized type of l i v i ng pattern, 
reg i on al centres have been created to the detr i ment of most of the people who l i ve in that reg i on .  
You wi ll fi nd bec ause you create a reg i onal centre, you put all these c i v i l  servants i n  there and 
r i ght away the government improves serv i ces to that part i cular commun i ty, improves serv i ces i n  
tr avel, tr ansportat i on, commun icat i ons, recreat i onal fac i l i t i es, water and sewer, hous ing . So 
automat i c ally you set that commun i ty ap art fr001 the others in the reg i on .  

I th i nk for some reason we th i nk that i f  we h i re people fr001 the South then we have to i mprove l i fe 
for them, even though the rest of us 1 i ve here and we can get by . I have al so quest i oned that 
because there are those of us who l i ve outs i de the reg i onal centres who l i ve here because we want 
to li ve here, not bec ause we have easy access to Wi nn i peg or because we have runn i ng water in our 
house . 

The other m ajor problem is  that i n  other commun i t i es, part i cularly in the sm aller communi t i es some 
of the younger people, ag a i n, those wi th the sk i l l s, l ook at these centres and not all of them, 
m i nd you - - i t  i s  only a tr i ckle r i ght now but I th i nk it could turn i nto a flood in  a few years -­
end up look i ng at that commun i ty and see ing wh at they th i nk to be a better qual i ty of li fe and 
mov i ng there . They h ave a detr i ment al effect on other communi t i es in the reg i on in  terms of 
populat i on .  If you look at our popul at i on stats you wi l l  f i nd that by and large only the reg i onal 
centres are i ncreasi ng in a major . way and other commun it i es are st art i ng to decrease, because the 
other commun i t i es have a di ffi cult and a very tryi ng t i me to match the so-cal led standard of li v i ng 
that they h ave in  a reg i on al centre . I th i nk th is  i s  a pol icy that cou ld  ult i m ately be di sastrous 
to the North . 

Program Departments Should Move Out Of Reg i onal Centres 

The North must allow commun i t i es li ke Copperm i ne, Eski mo Po i nt, Baker Lake , Tuk, Pangni rtung , Pond 
Inlet, Arct ic B ay, to l i ve and to thr i ve .  To me, those commun i t i es represent the real North . That 
i s , the v al u es th at we ha v e i n the North , th at i s where the v al u es we ha v e res i d e . And I sug gest 
Mr . Speaker, that the reg i on al centres should be broken up . I th i nk that qui te frankly some of the 
prog r am departments should be moved out of the reg i onal centres and moved into some of the larger 
commun i t i es .  I th i nk for one th i ng, i t  br i ngs the government a lot closer to the commun i t i es and 
to the people . It prov i des some form of long -term econom i c  vi ab i l i ty for those commun i t i es and in  
a m ajor way i t  also prov i des employment opportun i t i es .  I know that there are m any, many t alented 
people l i v i ng outsi de of a reg i onal centre who wi l l not work for th i s  government because they do 
not want to move to these reg i onal centres . 

Most of the m ajor centres were art i f ic i ally created, Mr . Speaker, whereas people prefer to l i ve i n  
the i r  home commun i ty .  Northern people by and large are not a transi ent people . They have great 
d i ff i culty relocat i ng for any length of t i me and i f  we cannot br i ng people to the jobs then we 
should take jobs to the peopl e .  It is not someth ing that woul d cost a l ot of money . You wi ll hear 
an argument from some people that 1 1 0h, we have to be close to each other because we work 
together . 1 1  Wel l, if you have been in any of the reg i onal centres, you wi ll not see our reg i onal 
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super intendent putting his par ka on and going out side and walking up the hill to another regional 
office. He will pick  the phone up and call the other reg i onal superintendent. You can call 
somebody in Rankin Inlet from Baker La ke just as easily. 

We can also use it to enforce improved services for those communitie s ,  in the ways of 
transportation and communication. It just gives us better all-round c ommunities .  I agree that 
perhaps there is a neces sity to have department s like Per sonnel , Finance ,  Government Services and 
Public Wor ks  together , because they are service department s and these departments do work very 
c losely together but I can see no reason why program departments should have to be kept together. 
Mr. Peder sen alluded in his statistic s in his reply , to our creation of two clas ses of people . 
You will find that money and incomes are much higher in regional centres than in other communities 
of c omparable size within the same region. It al so leads to enmity and bitternes s within the 
region and that is something that we do not need either. All we have to do is look at area s in 
Newfoundland and rural areas in Scotland and Ala s ka to see what this centr alization of 
administrative centres did to those areas -- it decimated the rural communities. Over a period of 
years we ended up with either very old people or very young people. As the older people were dying 
off the younger people were growing up and moving away. I can take you home and show you the 
c ommunities ,  Mr. Speaker , that thrived 100 year s ,  fishing communities that no longer exist. I 
thin k that is the long-term implic ation for us in the North. I think this is the pr oces s that we 
have now set in motion. 

When I look at the regional centres I do not see any rea son why some program department s cannot be 
moved out of the Fort Smith office to Hay River , Simpson and Ed zo. I do not see why ,  in the 
Central Arctic , some functions could not be moved into Coppermine. In the Keewatin I do not see 
why some functions cannot be moved into Es kimo Point and Baker Lake. In Baffin , I do not see why 
some of the government programs in Frobisher Bay could not be moved into Pond Inlet , Nanisivik and 
Pangnirtung. We have the capacity to do that. It is not a very difficult job whatsoever. It 
c ould be done within a matter of a year. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY : Hear , hear ! 

HON. GOR DON WRA Y :  I think and I detect that the political will is in this room and it is something 
that we should start moving on. We talk about affirmative action. Well , to me that would be one 
of the most positive affirmative action steps that we could take. I can guarantee you that if we 
move some of the se departments into some of the larger communities , you are going to find that 
people will come to work for this government. And you are going to find that there are people with 
the ability to wor k for this government. And you are going to find that tho se departments that we 
do move out , within a very short time even more so than the departments or even the regional 
centres , will be staffed by people from the communities because the capacity is there. I know it 
i s  there. 

F ew Benefits To People Of The North From Federal P roject s  

T wo other topic s that I will briefly mention are with regard to the federal government , Mr. 
Speaker. I think this government has made major strides using its money for the people of the NWT ,  
Mr. Speaker , particularly when we look at some of the policies that appear to be put in place now 
with regard to busines s and busines s  incentives. But I have to say that when I look at the federal 
government , the rever se is true. That is a major concern to me because the federal government put s 
as much money into the Territories as the territorial government. I know of major instances within 
this last year where federal DPW have hired c ompanies to wor k in c ommunities on projects that were 
never tendered. They seem to have a list in their offices in Winnipeg and Edmonton that they use 
from time to time to pic k consultant s and to pick  people to do the wor k. They come in , but they do 
not hire any local people. They do not stay in the hotel s. In fact they put nothing into the 
c omm u n i t i es . 

The Ministry of Transport is almost as bad. In my own community of Baker Lake , right now we are in 
a major fight with the federal government. They want to bring a construction camp into our 
c ommunity because they are going to do some wor k at the airport , even though Baker Lake is one of 
the few communities in the Eastern Arctic which has two commercial facilitie s for accommodation. 
The argument , believe it or not , is that the airport is too far away and they need a construction 
camp at the airport for the wor ker s to be on site. Well , Mr. Speaker , the nearest commercial 
facility to the airport in Baker Lake is les s than two miles away. Now , can you tell me that if 
they were building a project or an airport in Winnipeg or Edmonton , that if they could not find 
accommodation within two miles from that airport , that they would build a con struct ion camp ? Not 
on your l i f e . 
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Mr . Spe aker, I think th at this government, this Legislat ure, has to take the federal government 
on . They h ave poured hundreds of millions of dollars into the North in the last few years and we 
h ave seen very l itt l e  benefit. We have seen very little in the w ay of development of an economic 
infrastru c t ure. We h ave seen very little in the w ay of employment . If yo u look at their existing 
org aniz ations organiz ations which have been in existence l onger th an this government, 
org anizations such as Environment Canada  water resources, Tr ansport Canada air radio, these 
org aniz ations have been in existence for 25, 30 years in some communities, and yet the northerners 
working in these agencies are few and f ar between . The federal government has not liv ed up, I 
be l ieve, to wh at we expect it to do in the North . Perhaps with the new government in power we can 
rech anne l  or refoc us some of their efforts . But it is a major concern to me and to my constit uents 
and I would hope th at at some point in time, this Legislature could indic ate to the feder al 
government our disp l easure at the way they do business in the North. 

L ast but not le as t, Mr . Speaker, and perhaps this is an area th at I am going to get myself in 
troub l e  on, but with reg ard to the question of Nunav ut, as you know, Mr . Speaker, talks on 
cons tit u t i onal dev e l opment and talks on the so- c alle d tent ative bound ary agreement have st alled . 
There has been a lot of acrimony and bit terness in this whole debate. We have he ard ch arges of 
hid den agend as, of negoti ating in bad f aith. B u t  I want to p u t  on record my position and the 
position th at has been confirmed to me by my communities as l ate as two weeks ago . 

Member ' s  Position On Tent ative Bound ary Agreement 

I do not support the tent ative bound ary agreement . I will admit to being one of the ones who 
actively worked to convince others th at we sho uld not support it. I think it w as a bad agreement 
for a number of reasons, some of which transcend p arochi al reasons of constit uency or geog raphic 
are a .  B ut just to clarify or just to ma ke s ure th at peop l e  underst and, when the Nunavu t  cau c us 
took the position of opposing th at tent ative bound ary agreement, af ter long meetings it w as a 
unanimous position . It was not the position of three or four others th at forced it upon the rest. 
I t  was a unanimous position. I have my own re asons for not supporting it and I am not afraid to 
make them public, Mr. Speaker . I have done so in my communities al ready in front of hundreds of 
people . So it is nothing new. Before I t alk abou t  those reasons, however, there are some areas 
th at I wou l d li ke to address, which c aused me concern . 

For the pu rpose of this exercise, I am an ordin ary M L A .  I was quite su rprised to hear of the 
tent ative bound ary agreement. I was quite su rpri sed by the f act th at I w as not g i ven an 
opport unit y to h ave input  into th at decision or to ratify th at decision before it w as made p ublic . 
My communities are v ery upset over the f act th at a m ajor decision w as made without at least going 
back  to the communities to t al k  about it . 

Righ t Of Self-Determ i nat i on T aken Aw ay 

Mr. Spe aker, among other things, this is wh at surprised me most . Given my know l ed ge of the people 
who were sitting around th at t ab l e, since the d ay I c ame north, in all the jobs I h ave ever held, 
and the dealings I h ave had  with native organiz ations in the communities, there was one thing that 
stood out time and time again. Th at w as the principl e of se l f-determin ation. It is something in 
the North th at we are very aw are of . It is something that I know the communities that I have lived 
in for years have fought for . Th at is, there is a right of the people to determine their own 
f ut ure .  Th at h as been an underl ying principl e  of every native organiz ation of every community in 
the NWT for the l ast l. J  years . And above all , the tent ative bound ary agreement t akes th at right 
away. Th at makes me very fearful, Mr. Spea ker, bec ause when you t a ke the right aw ay once, then you 

I c an take it aw ay a second time . I wou l d  say to the native people in the West, th at to support th at 
agreement they are going to have to be very, very caref ul, bec ause if you take aw ay the right of 
se lf- determi nation from the I nuv i al u it, there is no reason why the ri gh;t of se l f-determi n ation 

_I 
c annot then be t aken aw ay from the Dene. Perhaps they co uld lose th at right just by virt ue of the 
f ac t  th at they support the tent ativ e bound ary agreement withou t rea l ly thinking about what it w as 
going to do for them in the l ong-term process . Bec ause whi l e  th at was one process to be done, 
there w as sti l l another process to be completed and th at w as to figure ou t the type of government 
th at the West w as going to h ave. 

I do not know about hidden agend as, Mr. Speaker. B u t  I tend to try and think things through and 
see what  consequences there may be not immediately, but two, three and five years down  the ro ad. I 
wou l d  say th at the native people in the western part of the Territories are p l acing themselv es in a 
very prec arious posi tion when it comes to negoti ating their own fu t ure within a western territory. 

J 
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Now, there may be some argu ment about whether that right was taken away. I must admit that there 
is confusion a round the whole agreement and this leads me to the fact that when I went back to my 
communities, there was total confusion over what had happened here and what was happening in the 
past. I must take the blame for that. It was my responsibility to keep those communit i es 
informed. However, if I was not kept informed, it was very difficult for me to do that . 

C onf usion has reigned th roughout this whole process. It has reigned in this House. It has reigned 
in the press. It has reigned among the federal government. The whole process has been utterly 
confusing to those of us who were on the outside of it, somewhat . It is not helped by the fact 
that statements made by Members of this House have conflicted with each other. They have 
contributed to the confusion. And I will give an example, Mr. Speaker, because I would certainly 
li ke some clarification at some point in time from the individuals involved. 

The honourable Member for Yellowknife Centre, in his reply to the Commissioner ' s  Address, made 
several statements which on the face of it are not bad statements. I might even agree with him 
actually but I will repeat them for you because I am looking for consistency and I have never been 
able to find consistency th roughout this whole process. Mr. MacQuarrie said that the Inuvialuit 
would have the right to decide and if they determined that the discussions failed, then they were 
not to be forced into a western territory. In fact Mr . MacQuarrie went to great lengths to explain 
how the Inuvialuit wou ld not be brought into a western territory kicking and screaming and how in 
fact it was a staff member of WCF who wrote in " subject to the above", because they were worried 
about forcing the Inuvialuit into a western territory. Fu rther on i n  his speech he says that, " I f 
in fact, this were a legal agreement and they ",  the Inuvialuit, " were forced into a western 
territory without a vote, then maybe . . .  that would have been undemocratic. But that is not the 
case. " They were not to be forced. 

C onflicting Statements I n  WCF  Transcripts 

B ut all throughout the Member ' s  reply, he quite correctly I believe, pointed out that the agreement 
did not call for the I nu vialuit to be sold out, as has been said. And in fact in the discussions, 
and I read the transcripts of the meetings that the two for ums were having, the discussions did 
centre around that and that there was general feeling that that was not to happen. Yet, on the 
other hand, Mr. Speaker, the chairman of the WCF, somebody that I s uppose I have to listen to, 
because he is the chairman of the W C F, and I assu me that he is a spokesman for the W CF, he says, 
contrary to the Member for Yellowknife Centre, something entirely diffe rent . Time after time he 
made the comments, " We are very glad that the Beaufort area will be in the West ". That was January 
14th. January 17th, " It was agreed in the alliance that the Inuvialuit community shou ld not hav e a 
choice in order to have an agreement on part of the boundary. " On January 23rd  in the WC F 
newsletter, " The entire I nu vialuit settlement area will be in the western territory. " So, I would 
be very pleased if the two gentlemen wou l d  at some point in time get together and get their stories 
straight because it would certainly avoid confusing me, for one. 

The other thing that bothers me is that the statements being made do not sound like a negotiating 
position. They sound very much like an ultimatum. " To me, if the I nu vialuit are not in the West, 
then there is no division. " That completely destroys the attempts to reach any meaningful solution 
between the two groups. 

Mr. MacQuarrie also alluded to the fact that Mr. Cu rley may have a different agenda than the rest 
of the people. Well Mr . Curley's agenda, along with most of the rest of us who support Nunav ut has 
a l ways been that Nunav ut meant more or less a tree line boundary. That should not corre as any 
s u rprise to anybody because that was the original position put forward 10 years ago and it is a 
position that we have consistently stuck with. Now we have said that we would be flexibl e in the 
type of boundary that will be set up but generally speaking, for the pu rposes of discussions, we 
were looking at something alon g the lines of a tree line boundary -- 100 miles on either side of 
it, 50 miles on either side of it, but generally speaking that was the th rust that we, in the East, 
have always had. 

Confusion And Disagreement Within Both For ums 

Again, as I say, it was a position that we have always had and I assume was clearly unders tood by 
everybody. Again, confusing statements coming out of the WCF. Mr. Si bbeston on January 14th, 
" Regardless of where the boundary is, we wi 1 1  share the revenues to be derived for a number of 
years. " Fine, but then 11 days later an employee of the WCF, " The organization has only agreed to 
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explore the concept and not sh are the resources. 1 1  So once ag ain the same org an i z ation, two 
dif ferent i ndividuals giving us two d i fferent stories. So, obviously, we h ave conf l ict within the 
WCF as we l l  and within the NCF. Some are saying th at the Inuvi aluit will decide. Others say, 1

1 No, 
it is a f ait accompli, Inuvi aluit in the West, fo rget about them ever go i ng to the East. 1 1  So, I 
wou l d  much prefer, rather than the self-righteous st atem ents being made by everybody, that peop l e 
be truthful with the rest of us who are not i nvolved in this process and t ell us ex actly what was 
me ant. It is one of the re asons that I voted not to support the boundary aq reement because I felt 
th at there were far too many gray are as and far too m any possible are as of confusion, wh i ch has now 
proved to be true. In fact, not only do both sides dis agree with each other now but even people 
within those forums are di s agreeing w i th e ach other as to what actu ally h appened. 

It h as upset me gre at l y  bec ause we are emb ark i ng on a major thrust of this government and of the 
Leg i sl ature. It was the desire of the people of the Northwest Terr i tories and the peop l e ch arged 
with that responsib i l i ty do not seem to know what they are doing. They do not seem to know what 
they want or if they do know  wh at they want, then they do not kno w ho w to put it down on paper 
properly so as to avoid confusion for the rest of the populat i on. 

Mr. P atterson to ok  the honour able way out, reg ard l ess of what Mr. Arn ago alik says, and I re ally do 
not give very much credence to Mr. Am ago alik 1 s comments about Mr. Patterson 1 s resignat i on. It was 
not a part i cularl y sm art comment to make and if there i s  one way to destroy Nun avut it is 
continuing to make comments like that. He too k  the honourable way out. We would not support -­
Mr. Patterson wil l admit, some of  us l iter al l y  ra k ed him over the co als and I would do  i t  ag ain in 
a mom ent if I saw such a piece of paper com i ng out from a body th at I h ad a l ot more respect for. 

R e asons F or Non- Support 

As I said, one of the re asons I did not support i t  is that it does remove the riqht of se l f­
determination according to some members of the WCF and acco rding to some of the things that I 
re ad. Among other re asons why I did not support it, it was not a good de al for those of us t n  the 
East. There i s  al l th i s  t alk and these principles that they h ave about maint aining a vi abl e 
terr i tory and yet the proposed tent ative agreem ent would have l eft us i n  the East with perhaps the 
possib i l ity of as few as 14, 000 people i n  21 commun i t i es. Is that fair? Is that a viable 
territory? Is that an equitable process ? It is not even close to it, Mr. Spe aker. Maybe what 
members of the WCF mean when they say 1 1 viable 1 1 , is that they h ave everyth i ng and we h ave nothing. 
They would confirm the status quo that has been in existence for the last 20 ye ars and that was the 
re ason why we want ed Nun avut in the first place. 

I th i nk that we can see that fran this part of the Territories attitudes h ave not ch anged. In  
f act, a cle ar concept of  fair and equitable appe ars to  me to  be  one  of keeping us 20 ye ars behind 
them. On a population st andpoint it was not a good de al for us. Fran an economic st andpo i nt it 
was not a good de al fo r us. From a geograph i c  standpoint it was not a good de al fo r us. In fact, 
all the m ajor re asons for h aving Nun avut wo u l d  h ave been destroyed by that very agreement. Members 
wil l  m ake l i ght of the fact that it was the NCF th at brought this aqreem ent to the table. I do not 
d i s agree with them. I do not d i spute that but because NCF brought it to the table, do es riot me an 
th at I h ave to support it. I th i n k  they made a mist ake. The people I represent thin k they m ade a 
mist ake, and I think they m ade a very b ad mist ake, Mr. Spe ak er. 

I think there was an over anxiousness on people 1 s part to re ach an agreement but if i t  takes five 
ye ars or if it takes 10 ye ars or 20 ye ars to re ach an equitable solution then that is ho w long we 
are going to h ave to t ake. We c annot buil d a new government and bui ld  a new p art of a country that 
one day may be a province on a desire to accommodate narro w interests. I tend to lay the blame, 
Mr. Spe ak er, not on the WCF alone nor the NCF alone, but on the alliance as a whole. I think they 
did a di sservice to the people of the North by coming up with an agreernent that was so full of 
holes, that was so open to interpretation th at it was going to be the subject of so much 
controversy and I woul d question why it was al lowed to happen. I think I know wh at happened on the 
NCF side. From the WCF I can cert ainly see why they would be in a hurry to get this agreement 
signed and approved. It gives them everything th at they want or appears to give them everything 
th at they want. Then ag ain, Mr. Spe a�er, there has been a lot of t alk about hidden aqendas and i t  
was quite possible that there were hi dden ag end as on both sides, Mr. Spe aker. 

1 1  Hidden Ag end as I I  On Both Si des 

None of us are so naive as to forget the fact that there is a major group in this part of the 
Northwest Territories that does not want division. We saw it in the plebiscite and we h ave seen i t  
in st atements by the peopl e from over here. W e  know  that the Dene Nation wi l l  not accept division 
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unless they can satisfy themselves that there is some means of protection for their people and I do 
not quarrel with that. I quarrel with the fact that they want to use the Inuvialuit to give them 
that protection. By the way, the Inuvial uit would not give them protection because if they think 
that by adding the Inuvialuit in, there would be enough native votes over here to combat the 
non-native votes then they are short by about 8000 or 9000 people. They seem to want to use the 
I nuvialuit to give them protection, whatever protection they need. I think they have to negotiate 
that by themselves and not piggyback on the backs of others to do it. I think that there are a lot 
of hidden agendas around, Mr. Speaker. 

I think it was well-known and I would suspect in some q uarters, it was well-known that this 
agreement would not be palatable to those of us from the East and that, in itself, was a good 
reason for trying to force the agreement thro ugh because it was known that the agreement itself 
would probably delay division or even have it put on the back burner for the next few years. So, 
there have been a lot of hidden agendas, Mr. Speaker. I do not think any one Member has excl usive 
rights to those hidden agendas. We have heard various speakers in the last few days say that we 
should maybe relook at division. I am willing and open to loo king at division b ut I can tell you 
that my position on division has not changed because I do not think we can do any worse with it 
than we are doing without it. 

Lack Of  I nfrastructure In The East 

I look at the two sides of the Arctic and the East has not been served well by this g overnment and 
by this Legislature. We have one high school, you have about five or six over here. We have one 
hospital, you have about three or four over here. I know the millions of dollars that have been 
poured into the highway system every year and into winter roads. There is $ 100, 000 that gets 
poured into the Eastern Arctic for the same transportation infrastructure. I look at medical 
facilities, I look at the economic development that has taken place, I look at the money that has 
been poured into that economic development infrastructure and nobody will ever convince me that the 
East was ever treated favourably in the past. Communications are probably ahead because we have 
Bel l Canada and you got st uck with NorthwesTel. So that is one we won. 

---Applause 

We do not have the facilities in the East, we do not have the infrastructure and I would suspect 
that we for the most part wil l  not be abl e to develop them under this present system of government. 
So we can do no worse with Nunavut than we have done without it. 

B ut after saying that, I will not be placed in a position of accepting Nunavut at all costs. 
have said before and I will say again publicly -- a Nunavut at all costs is no Nunavut at all and I 
wou l d  never s upport i t. There are peopl e  who th i nk that Nunavut is d ead. They can fo rget abo ut 
that too. Nunavut is something that we have been trying to get for 10 years and we are going to 
keep trying. It might take us two years or five or 10 or it might even take us 50 years. B ut one 
day we are going to get Nunavut, Mr. Speaker, and I hope that it is a Nunavut that will be arrived 
at in a fashion that dignifies the whole process and that an equitable agreement is arrived at . 

I would caution the people involved, Mr. Speaker, that nowhere in the world in the history of man 
has a boundary which is imposed on people, been successful. Whether you talk about the Middle 
East, India or Pakistan, whether you talk about Northern and Southern Ireland, no boundary imposed 
has ever been successful. I do not think we have to repeat those kinds of mistakes, Mr. Speaker. 
I think we have the capacity and I think we have the good will and hopefully the good will will be 
there again to arrive at a decision which will be fair to both sides of the Arctic. The Inuvial uit 
must have a say in where they go. That say has to be respected by both sides. Whether or not one 
side likes it or not, it has to be respected. If the Inuvialuit going into one territory is qoing 
to cause problems to the other territory, then let us make sure that the other territory has enou gh 
protection built into it so that the Inuvialuit leaving does not cause it problems. We can do 
that. 

Above all, Mr. Speaker, we must always remember that people have the right to decide their fut ures 
and the right to decide where they want to live and under what government they are going to live. 
I do not know where we are going from here, Mr. Speaker. I think that the process has been put off 
the rails temporarily. There is no agreement, there is no tentative agreement and even though it 
was ratified in pettiness by this House, it is clear to all that no agreement exists. At some 
point in time, I do not know how, because we have been unable to do it, there has to be disc ussion 
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in this Hous e  on cons titutional  deve l opment, on the future of constitutional  devel opment and on the 
future of the Cons titutiona l A l liance and on th e future of divi s i on. We owe it t o  the peop l e  who 
vot ed  for us and we ow e it to th e peop l e of the NWT t o  have that d ebat e. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

- --App l au s e  

M R . SPEAK ER : Thank you, Mr. Wray. Rep l ie s  to th e Commis sioner ' s  Addre ss.  Thi s  wi l l  probabl y be 
the l a s t  day for rep l ies. Are there any further rep l ie s ?  Mr. But t ers. 

- --App l ause  

M r .  Bu tters ' R epl y 

HON. TOM BUTT ERS : Mr. Speaker, I have a very brief rep l y. I had intend ed to contribute these 
remarks ir the great non-d ebat e on division, but before d oing s o, Mr. Speaker, I wish to comp l i ment 
you and your s taff on the arrangement s made on the occasion of the formal opening of this chamber. 
It was an opportunity and an occa sion which wi l l  no t occur again, to gather t ogether in one pl ace, 
and in this pl ace, so many of the individua l s  who have contributed  t o  the rise and the evo l ution of 
re sponsib l e government in the NWT. So you are to be commended on that initiative, sir. 

M r .  Speaker, when the Hon. David Crombie addre s s ed this Hou s e  jus t  a short seven week s  ago, he said 
in part and I quote from hi s remarks : 1 1 Your two cons titu tional  forums are unique, bringing 
toge ther your e l ect ed official s with l ead ers of th e native peop l e s  to exp l o re and s ecure socia l and 
po l itical cons ensu s on cons titutional d eve l opment. " Further on he said, " Le ss than ju st a month 
ago, th e We s t ern and Nunavut Cons titutiona l  Forums reached consensu s  on the mo st acceptabl e process  
for defining th e boundarie s of the two new t erritories . " And further, "There has been e l aborat e 
consul tation by th e peop l e with th e peopl e. There s eems to be consensus that the boundary process 
which is being fo l l owed i s  both practica l and s ensibl e. I find . . . the l ogic of the deci sion 
compe 1 1  i ng. 1 1  

Now, it wou l d appear that the consensu s re ferred to  by Mr. Crombie no l onger exis t s. Whi l e 
individual members of the Nunavut Cons titutiona l Forum have not ye t re spond ed  to the chairman of 
the West ern Constitutional  Forum ' s  requ e st for formal confirmation that th e joint agreement 
announced in Ye l l owknife on January 14th is d ead, it is quite apparent that that is the ca se. Not 
onl y have we  jus t  finished hearing th e remarks from the honou rabl e Member for Kival l iv i k  but when 
the former chairman of the Nunavut Cons titutional Forum t end ere d  hi s re signation on Monday, 
F ebruary 25th, he said in part, " The  unanimou s consensus which emerged  yesterday, Mr. Speaker" -­
and he i s  re ferring to the cons ensus of the Nunavut cons titutional caucus -- " was that the 
co nditions preced ent to division insi sted  upon and demanded by the West ern Constitutional Forum 
wou l d  l i ke l y  re su l t  i n  a new Nunavut territory wh i ch woul d no t be viabl e nor have the pot ent i al for 
provincehood for a l ong time, H ever. 1 1  

Thi s po sition is support ed by the joint pre s s  re l ease  issued  March 8th by the mayors of 
Tukt oyaktuk, Sachs Harbour, Paul atuk, Ho l man I s l and, Coppermine and Cambridge Bay, when they 
indicated -- and thi s is from th e pre s s  re l ea se  of that dat e -- " The mayors unanimous l y  rejected 
the report and reque s t e d  its imme diate repeal by the A s s embl y. They wi sh to make it cl ear that 
thi s pre sent po sition of th e Beaufort Sea and Kitikmeo t  West  communitie s is that they intend to be 
part of Nunavut. " If the tree line boundary is the po sition being advanced by the Nunavut Forum, 
then I sugge st that bo dy is asking that th e who l e  qu e stion of division be re opened and 
re- examined. 

I repre sent a community that in the pl ebiscite, more than 75 per cent voted against divi sion 
proceeding . When thi s Assembl y  agreed  t o  support division -- it occu rred in my constituency, a 
const i tuency that voted again st division -- and on that occasion and in that p l ace, I supporte d  the 
initiative to move toward a division of th e Territories. In  my constituency I be l ieve that th e 
major rea s on for the oppo sition to division at that time was due to the pos sibi l i t y of a tree l ine 
boundary propo sa l being advanced .  The tree l ine boundary, Mr. Speaker, sl icing wes tward s ome 10 or 
15 mi l e s  north of Inuvik is not acceptabl e to the majority of my cons tituent s. l sugge st al so, 
Mr. Speaker, that a tree l ine boun'dary woul d neither be acceptabl e to the rest  of Canada and 
part i cu l arl y the we s t ern provi nces . If Nunavut Forum members are serious l y  advanci ng the 
pro po sitio n of a tree line  boundary, they shou l d be aware that they cou l d a l so  be inviting th e 
province s of Canada to our tal ks on division. 
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In responding to the recent outcry from Western Arctic communities and Kitikmeot communit i es ,  many 
people seemed to have over l ooked the fact that a significant number of communities in the Wester n 
Arctic , Ak l avik , Inuvik , Fort McPherson and Arctic Red River have not been consulted at all .  That 
is consulted by the WCF. I remember the NCF visited Inuvik and I attended that meeting but we have 
not had a community consultation with the WCF. When that for um in the past has come into the 
Western Arctic , they have been on their way to Tuk , Sachs Harbour or Paulatuk. I s uggest there is 
much consultation to the discussion that should be occurring among the 5000 peop l e  of the Macke-nzie 
De l ta ,  who to date have been ignored , and especially they should be consulted , involved and receive 
votina privileges if a tree line boundary is a serious consideration. Thank you. 

- --Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr. Butters. Replies to the Commissioner ' s  Address. Mr. Mccallum. 

Mr. McCallum 1 s Reply 

MR . McCALLUM : Thank you , Mr. Speaker. I cannot promise how lonq I wou l d  want to talk because I 
think that there are things that were in the Commissioner ' s  Address that I would l ike to comment 
upon ,  however brief I could make them. 

Just from the beginning I want to indicate to you ,  s i r , that the openinq of this session was 
something that I took a great deal of pride in. That is , having former Councillors, former 
Commissioners here to take a look at what has gone on si nce their time , I am sure was a source of 
pride to those peop l e. It as well gave us an op port unity to indicate to then the ap preciation that 
we have for what they have done in the past. 

In making a rep l y ,  Mr. Speaker , it is normal for one to go through a l itany as it were of concerns 
in one ' s  constit uency. As we have been here for a number of weeks and we have tal ked about 
concerns of our constituencies in relation to departmental review of the budget , I need not go to 
any great degree into concerns. Obviously what concerns my particular community , concerns a l most 
everyone else ' s  community : the housing needs and the concern for people to be ab l e  to acquire 
housing or accommodation ; employment and the economic development opportunities , both in the sense 
of a community and regionally. There are concerns in my community about business people getting 
those economic opport unities. I hope that with the new i nitiatives of the government peop le  will 
be abl e  to take advantage of any kind of opportunity that would come along to get inv olved. This 
government is a big spender. It spends a l ot in particular communities. I would want to ensure 
that peop l e  within my community have an opportunity to get involved with that kind of expenditure. 
It invol ves not just getting part of the money or part of the action but it involves as wel l ,  to a 
q reat degree I believe , the training of particul ar people even for short periods of time in new and 
different avenues . 

In the discussion that we had on particular depar tments , I commend the government for affirmative 
action that has been put forward. I have some concerns in terms of it , that it wil l  only be 
invol ved in one particul ar area and it will not deal with affirmative action throughout. I know 
the government is embarking upon a step-by-step approach to it. But I think affirmative action 
means l ooking at all minorities. I think that there are concerns that would have to be raised on 
this affirmative action as it is related to the opportunities for all people who are born,  
educated , raised in the Territories to avail themselves of op portunities to come into the 
government. 

I obviousl y  have a concern , Mr. Speaker ,  with the government ' s  position on the appointment of 
j ustices of the peace. I know that the question has been settled in the minds of the government. 
That wil l not detract , for others of us who do not aq ree with it , from raising it. 

The programs the Minister of Housing has enbarked upon i n  rel at ion to the concerns p ut forward by 
the special committee are to be app l auded as wel l .  I think those are the kinds of  things that wil l 
qive a better view of how government wi 1 1  react to concerns that are rai sect in this House by 
Members or by standing or special committees. A very quick reaction to those is to be commended , 
as I say , by the House because of the quickness of the action. I trust that these programs will be 
put into p l ace as quickly as possible. 



- 1100 -

Sense Of U n i ty In The East And In The West 

I have some concern , Mr. Speaker , about what i s  go i n g on or what has taken place i n  th i s  whole 
aspect of the d i v i s i on of the NWT. There i s  no need to go i nto more acr i mony ,  more harsh words , 
other t han to say obv i ously what has taken place i s  not acceptable to a g reat number of people. I 
th i n k that one of the th i ngs that stands out , obv i ously to you , to me , and to others i n  the whole 
exerci se i s  that it i s  paroch i al but i t  has i ndi cated to me that there i s  a sense of un i ty ,  at 
least i n  the West. It has obv i ously shown a sense of un i ty i n  the East. And as people i n  the East 
bel i eve i n  and want what they see as a f i nal solut i on ,  so do people i n  the West. 

AN HON. MEMBER : ( Inaudi ble comment ) 

MR . McCALLUM: am talk i n g about all people. I am talk i ng about all people i n  the East and i n  the 
West , but I know that there has been a greater comi n g  together of people i n  the West for what they 
feel i s  t�e i r r i g ht. I would hope that there would be some k i nd of resolut i on to th i s  parti cular 
pr oblem , however i t  w i ll come about. We must cont i nue to do i t  because I th i n k people have a r i ght 
to get what they desi re. We must work toward i t. There i s  obv i ously go i ng to be a g reat deal of 
compromi se , not so much compromi se on pr i nci ples but compromi se on how it  w i ll take place. Just as 
people have i ndi cated that they are not prepared to change the i r m i nds on what they bel ieve,  so I 
am not prepared to change my mi nd on a parti cular pr i nci ple. 

The d i v i s i on problem i s  not to be on the back burner. I th i n k the di v i s i on problem w i ll have to 
cont i nue and the di scuss i ons among th ose i n  whom we have placed a great deal of fai th i n  putt i ng 
them on the parti cular forums and nam i ng them to the all iance i tself -- that fai th has to be 
v i nd i cated. I have every confi dence i n  those people that I put or helped to put on to represent my 
parti cular v i ewpoi nt , be i t  from the West or be it from the non -nati ve. The parti cular d iscuss i ons 
that have gone on i n  the past may not have resulted i n  an ag reed solut i on but the solut i on has to 
come about. People i n  the Terr i  tor i es are not sat i sf i ed w i th what we have now. There h as to be a 
cont i nued dialogue and whatever the end result w i ll be, i t  w i ll have to be for our better 
i nterests. We w i ll have to be able to try to ach i eve what each of us wants to get and obv i ously we 
have all i ndi cated that we are not happy wi th what we have now , we are not happy w i th the way 
th i ngs operate, we are not happy w i th the arrangements that we have. We want some change. 

D i v i s i on i s  only one part i cular step i n  th i s  whole busi ness of const i tut i onal development. It may 
be a small step , but i t  i s  only one of them. There are other parti cular concerns. I th i nk that 
w i th cont i nued d i alogue and at least some good w i ll on both s i des , that there may be a resolut i on 
to what we are try i ng to do. I th i nk there i s  a demand then for each and every one of us to 
cont i nue that k i nd of d ialogue , not to let it d i e ,  not to pass it asi de. If that i s  the only 
result there w i ll be , i n deed ,  a great deal more acr i mony , even g reater and harsher words. 

A greement On Pr i nci ple Of Di v i s i on 

My parti cular purpose , Mr. Speaker , i s  to cont i nue to see that that part i cular dialogue conti nues. 
I have my parti cular v i ewpo i nts on what should occur and I w i ll express those to my representat i ves 
on the Western Const i tut i onal Forum and therefore on to the all iance. We agreed w i th d i v is i on ,  the 
quest i on i s  how. Just as we have concerns , so do others from the East. We do not agree on where 
that di v i s i on li ne should be but we do ag ree that there should be a di v is i on of the Terr i tor i es and 
I th i nk that if there were to be a pleb i sci te taken aga i n, you would f i nd a greater number of 
people ag ree i ng to that d i v i s i on ,  to the pr i nci ple of d i v i s i on. As to how i t  w i ll be di v i ded, that 
i s  the crux of i t. That i s  where the d iscuss i ons have to cont i nue and it i s  not enough that one 
would take a part i cular stand and stay i n  there on one s i de and others take a di fferent stand and 
stand on the other si de. They have to come together as to where we are go i n g  to have th i s  l i ne. 

What factors w i ll make each of those new Terr i tor i es v i able, I th i nk i s  i mmater i al. What w i ll 
actually have to happen i s  to ensure that people expect and can attai n  a certa i n  deg ree of auton omy 
i n  the i r  own area. I th i nk the parti cular arrangements can be worked out but it w i ll requ i re a 
g reat deal of down to earth neg ot i at i on on each si de. The pr i nci ple of d i v is i on i s  there , it i s  
where i t  i s  to be di v i ded and once we reach that there are other avenues or other goa ls  and other 
object i ves that we have got to try and reach. For my part then , Mr. Speaker , I would ensure that I 
would want to be i nvolved w i th the process , e i ther di rectly or i ndi rectly as a Member , or through 
be i ng a Member th rough  my representat i ves on the all i ance , therefore, the Western Forum. 



- 110 1  -

As I said, I am not too sure, Mr . Speaker, whether one should go back and relive what has gone on . 
A great number of things have been said by a number of peopl e  and time, I guess, has a way of maybe 
mellowing people to it . When the discussions and the harsh words were being thrown back and forth 
in the beginning, one felt tempted to get up and rebut them then . I do not think that it will 
serve a g reat deal of purpose to do that now . I think what we have to do is to set a renewed idea 
as to what or how we are going to go about it . For that, Mr . Spea ker, I as a Member of the 
Legislature, will continue to wor k  toward that kind of reso l ution . 

With that, Mr . Speaker, I do not think I have anything fu rther to add other than to indicate to 
people of the eastern caucus that we in the western caucus a re prepa red to sit down and to work 
something out with you so long as we are both going to be aware that there are certain conditions, 
certain principles that we have as well and we would want to put those forth . Thank you . 

-- -Applause 

MR . SP EAKER : Thank you, Mr . McCallum. Rep l ies to the Commissioner ' s Address . Mr . Pudlu k .  

Mr . Pudluk ' s  Reply 

MR . PU DLU K :  ( Translation) Mr .  Speaker, I will make this brief . I will not tell you what my wife 
is like . I would like to thank my wife -- she has been helping me a lot since I have been a Member 
of the Legislative Assembly, for the last 10 years . I also would like to indicate that next 
election I will not be running again for re-election so that I can be with my family while I am 
still alive . Since I met my wife I have spent a great deal more time t ravelling than being with 
her . Before I became a Member of this House I used to travel to the hospitals quite a lot after I 
injured my foot and then it had to be amputated and this was the start of my travelling . Maybe 
then, perhaps, I was with my wife for two months . Since then, up to now, I have been travelling 
extensively . 

Since I have been an MLA I have gone through a lot of good things and a lot of bad things . Losing 
some family members and some of my friends and there are my friends that travelled from my 
constituency, moving to their original community . 

Medical Services Needed In Resolute Bay Area 

Mr . Speaker, I will be talking in English once in a while and in Inu ktitut once in a while . 
would like to talk a bit on health . Grise Fiord has a concern . When there is a medical 
evacuation needed they have to travel seven hours before they can reach the nearest hospital. They 
had as ked if they could use Thule, Greenland, for emer gency cases instead . They were answered that 
after the U S  army left there they do not have faci lities any more in Thu l e .  I have been thin king 
about that and I will be a Member yet for the next two yea rs unless we have a re-election before 
then . One of the things that I would 1 i ke to achieve is that the Government of Canada and the 
Government of the NWT can wor k together to place a doctor or nurse in the Resolute area . There is 
an increase in emergency evacuations f rom my constituency . There are two mines in our area and 
there are a number of oil companies too, and as well there are some small communities or camps of 
the federal government, such places like Al ert, Mould Bay, and there are others existing . 

Resolute Bay is the centre for sur rounding communities . It is serviced by jet air lines four times 
a week . The evacuations always have to go through Resolute Bay . There are always Twin Otte rs on 
stand-by all the time . For that reason I will be making a motion to see if the Government of 
Canada and the GNWT  can work together to get a centre in Resolute Bay . We definitely need the 
facility . I would like this to be included in my reply and I hope it is understood . 

Si nce I became an MLA in 1975, a number of times I have replied to the Commissioner's Address and I 
a l ways have included the concerns and p roblems of my constituency in my reply but there has never 
been any action taken afterwards . Therefore I am as king or requesting to get a nurse or doctor and 
that you keep that in mind . ( Translation ends ) 

Impact Of Non- Native Cultures 

I would like to speak in English for a while . A long time ago those aboriginal people have been 
living in the NWT since they have been created. In the 1950s, the "others "  started coming to the 
North, like Hudson ' s  Bay people, RCMP and ministers . I know myself that we were living one day at 
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a tim e - - if I do not get a seal  today we are  going to be hungry tomorrow. In our cul ture -- I do 
not know about Dene -- but the Inuit never r eal l y  planned for t he future, for the next month, or a 
f i ve year pl an .  We never had that because of the hardships of living in the North. So vklen they 
started coming around in the  1950s and even before I was bor n -- I was born in 1943 -- we were 
living by the furs mostly, to buy sugar, tea, coffee, and clothing . Once a year my father took the 
wh ole family to the  camp wh ere t h ose 1

1 ot hers 1 1  were living, the  Hudson ' s  Bay people, police and the 
ministers . Every time wh en I had to go to those buildings I had to knock on the door  so they cou l d 
let me in . But for native people, that is not th eir tr adition . Everyone is welcome. If I 
knocked at the door  at 11 : 00 o ' clock at nig ht and somebody said " I  am so rry it is to o l ate . Come 
back tomo r row", we do not do that . An Inuk do es not do that . T h ose " others" sh ould be proud to be 
happy and welcom e in the No rth . 

We ar e pr oud . One tim e wh en I was s i x  years o l d, we went to that camp again . I walked in and I 
h ad no money and poor clothing, and they gave me a piece of gum . Before I gr abbed it he said, 
"Cou l d you dance fo r us before I g i ve it to you? " I had to dance because I liked that gum . Even 
candy . "Here ' s  a candy, dance for us . 1 1  I h ad to dance because I liked that candy. T oday I can 
buy my own gum and candy . I wish those guys wer e  her e today . 

One tim e, not very long ago I started working fo r MOT and only single people wer e  living at that 
base . One thing I cannot fo rget . There were "oth ers" from Montr eal .  They said to me " Do you l ike 
your j ob? " Yes, I like it because I like money . As a matter of fact I wanted an increase. My 
boss said, "Okay, I will give you a de al. Never mind the increase in your salary. Bring me a 
woman or your job is finish ed . "  That is one thing I cannot fo rget . 

Mr . Speaker, I do not think aborig i nal people should be inferior or servants to the " others".  They 
are living toget h er for so long and the communication is go od, the r elationship is good . We h ave 
n ever had a war. We  have been pushed fr om the Sout h to the North to be relocated and we have been 
living there ever since . I think division was a good answer but we have been deserted. I think 
th e Dene and Inuit have had good communications . So when we are dealing with the law, ordinances, 
we are still looking for a better living . The way the people treated me, as I said a few mi nutes 
ago, I do not know how the Dene have been treated. 

( Tr anslation )  I wi l l  go on to another subject . First of all in my constituency the oil is going to 
start to be moved and it is the first time in the North . Th ere were 45 gallons sent to Montreal 
and I was really happy about it . Panarctic have been wo rking in the North fo r 14 years . I am very 
g l ad that t h ey h ave allocated a gr eat deal of money and t h ey have been empl oying many Inuit peop l e. 
When they wanted to start tr ansporting oil there  was no disagreement wh atsoever fr om the. peop l e. 
My concern is that in the futur e ot her compan i es will want to start companies in t he North for 
tr anspo rting oil. I think now that as the present oil company is ope rating, in the next 10 years 
if anot her company want s to start. up in t he Nort h, it can be agreed upon then. I do not h ave much 
more to say, Mr . Speaker . Thank you . 

---Applause 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Pudluk . Members ' replies . Mr . Nerysoo. 

Mr . Nerysoo's R ep l y 

HO I� .  R I C HARD  NE RYSOO : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I am not going to beg i n  by dealing with the issue 
of constitutional development, however I will , wit hout question, deal with t hat as a concluding 
r emark . Mr . Speaker I have a number of concerns with regard to constituency matter s  and I would 
like to go on r eco rd as having raised them, so that my colleagues are aware of some of the issues 
and concerns that I now have fr om a constituency perspective. 

Prior to that, Mr . Speaker, I wou l d like to expr ess my personal appr eciation to Members of the 
Ex ecutive Council who  I beli eve have done extremely good work over the past year, and in fact h ave 
r esponded in  many cases to the issues that have been identified as priorities as a government and 
those issues that h ave been rais ed by the Members of this Legislative Assemb l y. 

Mr . Speaker, when I became the Gover nment Leader I did not and have not since t hen, risen to 
express my personal appr eciation to all Members of this House fo r the ho nour that they have 
bestowed upon me, and really that recognition, at least th at acceptance that I was abl e  to lead the  
Ex ecutive Council, but even more  than that, again my appr eciation to  al l Members of  the  Legislative 
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A s sembly for being so supportive of me and I believe of the government and the direction that the 
gover nment has taken. There have been days though, when we have not al l agreed, and without any 
que stion, we will continue to d i sagree. I refer not onl y to Member s in thi s House but al so to 
Member s on the Executive Council .  That is  the nature of running gover nment. That is the nature 
and the reason why we were elected to this Legislature. We come from different areas, we represent 
d ifferent per spectives and therefore, without que stion, that is the reality of the peop l e  who are 
here. 

I nadequacy Of Medical Services I n  Constituency 

Mr. Speaker, there have been a number of is sues that I wish to raise and put on public record .  The 
question of medical services in my particul ar constituency continues to be an extremel y difficul t  
issue and a prob l em area. The recent decision of the federal government to cut back on finances to 
the nur sing stations has not improved matter s and in fact it has caused probl ems for the 
communities that I represent. I do not bel ieve that the feder a l  government ha s taken into 
con sideration the importance and the vital service that is carried out by nur sing stations and the 
nur ses that are pl aced in those stations. I woul d hope that the Minister of Health and Socia l 
Services woul d at some time discuss  that particu l ar item with the Minister of Health and Wel far e 
Canada to see if there can be some so l ution to ensuring that the finances required to provide that 
vital service do continue or are maintained at the level that is pre sent l y  offered, as oppo sed to 
reducing that particu l ar service. 

Mr. Speaker, I reall y bel ieve that there is al so a serious need to review the process  by wh i ch 
nur ses are being recruited for nur sing stations throughout the NWT. There seems to be a severe 
lack of orientation on the part of those nur ses and in some cases they are being hired through 
proces ses that are not normal. In many instances people have no idea of the stations or the 
atmosphere or the people that they are to serve. There is no orientation that is being offered by 
the federal gover nment to those nur ses and therefore I bel ieve that it contributes to l ower ing the 
morale of the communities  and the respect that a community gives to the nur ses. It also 
contributes to the lack of morale within the nur sing stations themselves. I refer to the nur se s 
and this is not a very heal thy sign. It does not create a very healthy rel ationship between the 
service that the nur ses are provid ing and the community it sel f. 

Mr. Spea ker, with r egard to the services of doctor s, particu l ar l y  in my constituency, I really have 
to say that the service that is presently being offered is one that requir es a very serious 
as ses sment. I do not think that anyone wou l d  be satis fied with the kind of services that are being 
provided to my communities. Certain l y, I believe that there is a real need to review our 
participation in ensuring that there are proper medical profes sional services in the I nuvik 
Region. I know from my p·er sonal experience over the past few year s there wa s a report done and a 
health committee that was establi shed and recommended that the respons i bility for the nur s i ng 
stations and in fact the hospital , be turned over to the GNWT, or at l east that they begin 
negotiations to take that over . I real ly be l ieve that it is neces sary to proceed, know i ng of 
cour se that the communities woul d want some kind of representation to ensure that the interests of 
the communities were recognized in the negotiations. 

I think that Members here are well aware of the critici sms that have been expres sed on behalf of 
Member s in this House, particul ar l y  by Ms Cournoyea and Mr. Butter s, who represent that particul ar 
reg i on. We are subject to a l ot of criticism because we do not have the responsibility for that 
particular service. Real ly I bel ieve that it is a service that is vital to the community. 

H ON. TOM BUTTERS : Hear, hear ! 

H ON. R I CHA RD NERYSOO : I must say that while we continue to receive opposition particularly, I 
believe, from the Dene Nation and the Metis A s sociation, the reality is that the leader ship of 
those organizations l ive in Ye l l owknife and with the services in this particul ar community, there 
is no problem. There is no probl em with the kind of medical services where one can wal k out of the 
office to a doctor ' s  office here in the community, in Ye l l ow kn ife, and there are a number of 
d octor s. The unfortunate situation , in the particul ar case of the Del ta is that we have one 
regional hospital that support s two regions, the Beaufort-Mackenzie De l ta and the Sahtu region . We 
all know about the compl aints with regard to the profes s i onal services that have been offered to 
the people in tho se particular communities. In fact at one time, I be l ieve, there wa s a reque st in 
this House by the previous Member to provide a doctor specifical l y  for the Sahtu region. 
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I d o  and would recommend to the Mi n i ster that he really carry out what I bel i eve i s  some d i rect i on 
that he has rece i ved on the part of the reg i on,  that you ser i o usly beg in  the d i scuss i ons even 
know i ng that that part i cular support from the Dene execut i ve may not be there. Certa i nly from a 
reg i onal perspect i ve ,  the ch i efs have supported that part i cular t urnover. They have supported 
i mprovement i n  the serv i ces and w i tho ut any quest i on unless there is certa i nty and stab i l i ty i n  the 
serv i ces and consi stency , then there i s  not go i ng to be an i mprovement . I really feel that 
presently because of the uncerta i n  relat i onshi p that people in  Inuvi k or that part i c u l ar reg i on 
have to the hosp i tal , and the serv i ces that are be i ng offered here i n  Yellowkni fe ,  and there i s  
presently no real relat i onsh i p  i n  report i ng or prov i d i ng i nformat i on on part i cular pat i ents , then 
that serv i ce w i l l not meet the needs of the people i n  that part i cular reg i on .  I th i nk i t  i s  
i mportant that we recogn i ze that and try to ensure that i f  any d i scuss i ons are to occur that those 
are elements of those part i cular d i scuss i ons . I need not speak on behalf of Mr . T 'Sele i e ,  who i s  
the Member for Saht u .  He has rai sed that part i cular i ssue prev i o usly , the need to i mprove med i cal 
serv i ces , and w i tho ut quest i on ,  has spo ken too on a number of occas i ons personally about that. 

Mr . Speak-er , I rai se the po i nt ,  of co urse , of the hospi tal and I do hope that the M i n i ster of 
Heal th and Soc i al Serv i ces beg i ns the d i scuss i ons on those part i cular items , and certa inly , as I 
ind i cated , i t  i nvolves the commun i ty. 

Support For Home-Ownersh i p  Programs 

W i th regard to ho us i ng,  Mr. Speaker , let me express my apprec i at i on aga in to the Execut i ve Co unc i l ,  
and in  fact d i rectly t o  the M i n i ster respons i ble for the Ho us i ng Corporat i on who has i n  fact 
responded i n  my op i n i on very well i n  tryi ng to deal w i th the quest i on of the lack of hous i ng and 
the need for an improvement in programs that were requ i red to enhance the ho us i ng s ituat i on and 
hous i ng development i n  the NWT . I just wanted to say that , wh i le there has been cr i t ic i sm in th i s  
Ho use at t i mes of the manner i n  wh i ch government has responded to ho us i ng ,  I th i nk that we have to 
recogn i ze some of the progr ams that we offer to the people of the NWT. In part i cular a recogn i t i on 
of  what i s  really a fi rst i n  th i s  country and I say th i s  part i cularly as it  relates to the 
home-ownershi p  assi stance program .  Nowhere else i n  the country does there exi st a government 
program that prov i des up to $50 ,000 to any i nd i v i d ual who w i shes to part i c i pate i n  the 
home-ownersh ip  program .  Nowhere. Yet , the GNWT offers that program. I th i nk we have to recogn i ze 
and , of course , wi tho ut any doubt as a Leg i slature approv i ng the expend i tures and approv i ng that 
part i cular program, take cred i t  for support i ng that program. 

Mr. Speaker ,  I real i ze that w i th i n  my consti t uency a need cont i nues w i tho ut any q uest i on for publ i c 
ho us i ng un i ts. But my personal preference and suggest i on i s  that we cont i nue to improve those 
programs that enco urage more and more people to own the i r  own homes . And I certa i nly support any 
i n i t i at i ve that would recogn i ze and incorporate such a d i rect i on. I bel ieve that thi s  Execut i ve 
Co unc il  aga in  has done that on a number of occas i ons and enco uraged more expend i t ures of funds i n  
those part i cular areas. I bel ieve that that i s  i n  fact the ro ute to go and i f  the M i n i ster 
respons i ble for the Ho us i ng Corporat i on could cont i n ue to d i scuss maybe w i th h is  feder� colleague 
or negot i ate w i th h i s federal colleague , more and more funds that wo uld be tai lored to 
home-ownersh i p , I bel i eve that that certa i nl y  would recei ve my full support . 

All- Weather Roads , A klav i k 

Mr. Speaker ,  I just wanted to rai se two i tems w i th roads and I know that my colleague , the M i n i ster 
of Publ i c  Works and H i ghways , has rece i ved a letter on these two part i cular proposals .  One i s  a 
road fran the commun i ty of Aklavi k to the footh i lls. He has wr i tten , I bel i eve, a letter to the 
federal m i n i ster respons i ble , but I just want to put on record that there has been a request by the 
commun i ty of Akl av i k  to have that road to the footh i lls constructed as an all-weather road , wh ich 
wo uld have all year ro und access to a gri'lvel so urce for the canmun i ty ,  plus a poss i ble to ur i st 
attract i on and wo uld allow the commun i ty to take advantage of to ur i st i nd u stry. I do hope that the 
fut ure holds for the commun ity of Aklav i k  the ab i l i ty to connect w ith the Dempster hi ghway , so that 
they can have an al 1 -weather access both i n  the summer and i n  the w i nter to other canmun i t i es and 
certa i nly to the Dempster hi ghway , wh i ch i s  an all-weather road wh i ch leads to southern Canada. 

Concerns Of Arct i c  Red R i ver 

W i th regara to Arct i c  Red R i ver , there are a couple of outstand ing issues I bel i eve that the 
appropr i ate M i n i sters could probably deal w ith . F i rstly , i n  the case of provi s i on of soc i al 
serv i ces and probat i on serv i ces and welfare , the respons i b i l i ty i s  presently i n  the hands of 
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employees that work in the community of Fort McPherson . Arctic Red has requested that at some 
time, the Minister of He alth and Social Services look at the possibility of devel oping an 
arrangement by which they could, as a band council, assume the responsibility for prov ision of that 
particular service, on beh alf of the government . I believe that we h ave alre ady in place a number 
of arrangements and probably we could work that out on an agreement basis and allow them to taKe on 
that p articular responsibility . 

In the case of senior citizens, there has been an ongoing req uest fran the comm unity that we l ook 
serio usly at constructing a small senior citizens home in that particular canmunity to allow those 
homes now occupied by senior citizens to be made av ailable to other residents in the community . I 
believe th at is one way of dealing with the short age of housing in that particular community while, 
as well, prov iding a necessary service to the senior citizens that have req uested that that service 
be provided . 

Without question, there is presently a need, I believ e, to improve the pol icing services to these 
areas . The det achment in Fort McPherson presently h as the responsibility for two communities, Fort 
McPherson and Arctic Red River, but it also has the responsibility for patrolling the highw ay . 
They have the responsibility, in f act, from the border to h alfw ay between Arctic Red River and 
Inuvik. So they have an additional responsibility wh ich is not, in fact, ev en in the hands of the 
police force in Inuvik . So, I think that there is a need to review that particular sit uation . 

R equests F rom A klavik 

With reg ard to senior citizens, I w ant to raise one p articular issue here . That is the personal 
c are unit that is in Aklavik . My impression with regard to that is that there seems to be, 
presently, a lack of money . Particularly since there was an intention on the part of the 
government to allow for that particular facility to provide personal services to patients and in 
f act senior citizens who were not even from A kl avik itself but they were bringing in people from 
outside communities and were to have st aff av ailable . In any case, I believe, there is a need for 
addition al st aff and certainly additional money to ens ure that the services that are being prov ided 
now are at least up to stand ard . 

Mr . Spe aker, ag ain in Aklavik, I would hope that we wo uld be able to improve the capability of 
access to gravel or at least the ability of the community to provide the necessary req uirements for 
the community . I believe at present because of the way in which we contin ue to vote our money, 
p articul arly with reg ard to capit al, we do not h ave the ability at times bec ause of a winter road 
access , in Aklavik particularly . Not any other community but Aklavik has to have a winter road of 
1 7  miles or so to h ave access . The only gravel source that the community wishes to have access to 
is accessed only by winter road and they have to construct that winter road every year . My opinion 
is t h at the federal government should provide the nec ess ary fu nding to b uild an al 1 -weather ro ad to 
the foothills then we will be able to deal with that on a daily and ongoing basis . 

Mr . Spe aker, I want to now deal with the whole question of constitutional development . 

M R .  SPEA KER : Excuse me, Mr . Nerysoo . Before you get into this, how long wo uld you plan to be? 
would not like to bre ak into your speech in that section if it is going to be long . If it is going 
to be short, then we can continue . In view of the ho ur then, we will recess for lunch . We will 
reconvene at 1 : 30  p . m .  Mr . W ah - Shee . 

MR . WAH-SHEE : Mr . Spea ker, on a point of privilege . will not have the opport unity to give my 
reply this afternoon because I have other meetings that I have to attend to and I wish to give a 
very short reply, Mr . Speaker . 

M R .  SPEAKER : Thank you . Are you req uesting an opport unity to reply now because there is someon e  
that has the floor? I c annot divide it . Th at wo uld not be proper so I am afraid if that is a 
req uest then I will h ave to t urn you down, Mr . Wah-Shee . We will recess until 1 : 30 p . m .  

---SHORT R ECESS 

On Item 2, Members ' replies, Mr . Nerysoo h ad the floor . Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON . R ICHARD NER YSOO : Thank you, Mr . Speaker .  I h ad indicated that I would go on with 
constitutional development . But I have a couple of issues to raise prior to that . 
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A t tit ude Of Parent s T oward Educat i on 

Firstly, with regard to the whole que stion of education . I really hav e to agree with comment s that 
were made by my colleague, the Member representing Kitikmeot East, particularly as they relate to 
the under standing of many parent s of the importance of ed ucation, particularly tho se that continue 
to participate in the traditional way of life . There has to be some way in which we create an 
understanding of the importance of education . There is a need I believe for the Department of 
Ed ucation to review what options might be available to us to create that particular unders tanding, 
really try to addre s s  what I consider to be some negative attit ude s  toward the sys tem of education, 
toward the need and the importance . I really find that today, there does not seen to be any, what 
I consider, discipline and that really is a responsibility on the part of parent s .  And what is 
s trange is it is not nece s sarily the people that have participated in the traditional lifestyle 
whose attit udes  you have to addres s . It is the yo ung people, the yo ung parent s and those people 
t hat have gone through, at lea st a significant part of their life, in the educational proces s .  
That is t,he strange part I believe of what is going on now . I think with the older people - - and I 
can speak from experience -- the older people really have a good idea and an understanding of the 
need for the children to become educated, partic ularly go i ng to school and di sciplining the 
children to continue to go to school . 

That does not nece s sarily mean there is a need to develop an at tit ude that yo ur particular cult ure 
or your lang uage is not important . That too, is an important part of the responsibility of parent s 
and really also a respon sibility of the community . B ut I real l y  find that it is sad to see that 
there is no discipline in communities and it is a very i mportant reason why st udent s leave school. 
Their own parent s, and I refer to the younger parent s, do not feel that it is important to go to 
school, they do not feel that it is neces sary . I think that has to be dealt with and I am not s ure 
right now who is going to deal with that . I would hope that we would at some time develop a 
program that wo uld identify the importance of the educational process . 

Mr . Speaker, I do not think I hav e to speak very long or expo und on the important part that- yo uth 
have to play in the North . B ut I think that the need for bet ter educational programs, bet ter 
program s that will addres s generally the yo uth of the NWT are all-important .  Recognition of this 
year as Year of the Yo uth, does not, I think, end the respon sibility of the Legislat ure or the 
government or of the general public to address  the is s ue s  that are associated to yo uth . It is an 
ongoing responsibility that we have to continue to addres s .  It is an ongoing respon sibility that 
we hav e  to develop the proper program s and support that is neces sary to develop a pretty po sitive 
attit ude about the f ut ure that is available to t l 1e young people of the NWT . 

Competition For Economic Development Opportunitie s 

Mr . Speaker, I want to speak on the whole question of econom ic development i n  the NWT . I must say, 
Mr . Speaker, that the North is going to be in for a battle and it is a battle to create an attit ude 
in southern Canada that we, as a northern people and as a northern juri sdiction, want to encourage 
development to occur in the NWT . I see thi s issue  particularly in light of the recent Firs t  
Minister s 1 Conference on the economy . What I found during the discu s sions in that particular 
conference and out side the conference, wa s the competition that is now beginning to occur between 
v arious provinces througho ut southern Canada . Their statement s clearly indicated that they want 
development to occur in the provinces .  Sa skatchewan said it . Alberta has said it . In Nov a Scotia 
clearly one of the polit ical platforms that they recently held an election on was the encouragement 
of ind us try to come in and develop the resources and provide ffilployment and economic opport unities 
to the resident s of their particular province . What I an saying is that we are now part of that 
competition because the other jurisdictions that I am talking about are developing incentiv es for 
those companies, those resource developers to come into their provinces so that their resident s can 
be provided with employment opport unitie s and their busine s ses  can be provided with bu sine s s  
opport unities . I feel that we are going to have t o  at some time in this Legislat ure, deal very 
seriously with that particular iss ue . 

A s  much as we can say, the pipeline is here . The reality is that very quickly, and it is already 
occurring, the job opport unities on trat particular project are literally gone . T hey are gone and 
there is a certain expectation of us, of the government of the North to contin ue to provide 
employment opport unities for tho se people that are not now employed, and will not be employed 
within the next three or four months . I believe that that same atmosphere or po sitive 
encourage1nent has to take pl ace in other areas as well . Unless  it does, we could find ourselves in 
a sit uation where indus try leaves the NWT and goes to other areas and spends the money in other 
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areas in thi s country where they can feel comfortable and where they have been encouraged to 
develop in those particular region s .  We could find ourselves losing those particular op portunities  
and our youth, that we indicated were so  important to  us,  would have no pos sible future in  a sen se 
of being empl oyed, particularly those people who want to remain in the NWT . 

I do not only have to s peak of the youth in this particular is sue, it is the people who are now 
employed at this time . I really feel that at some time we are going to have to make that an issue 
in this Hou se and deal with some strategy as to how we want best to approach the is s ue of 
encouraqing economic development, resource developmen t, both renewable and non-renewable resource 
industry development, to encourage those sectors to develop . That is not to say without en suring 
that it is conditional to en suring the participation of the resident s  of the NWT . At some time I 
feel we are going to end up losing unles s we address  the particular issues. In fact it is my 
opinion that even now - - an d we have to remember that the incentive program that was allocated or 
developed in conjunction with the national energy program, you will all remember that particular 
incen tive program as it applied to the frontier regions, has only one year of existence and after 
that there is no incentive program at all, unles s  of course we con tinue to press  the Government of 
Canada to continue to provide an incentive program. Whether i t  is an incen tive program of the 
nature that now exist s or an alternative incen tive program, certainly there is a need, in my 
opinion, for that to be main tained . 

Profes sional Approach To Tourism I n dustry 

Mr . Speaker, with regard to economic development,  one of the areas that of course has become very 
prominent over the past few years has been the tourist industry . However, I find that we still 
have a long 11ay to go in trying to ad dress the man ner in wnich we create the in terest throughout 
this coun try and really throughout the world, to attract people to the NWT . I hope that we could 
take more advantage of this particular industry, particularly since the communities themselves can 
provide many op portunities that we are really not taking advantage of . I s peak from a con stituency 
which had the poten tial, particularly the community poten tial, to take advantage of the industry 
when the Demp ster highway was con structed . Yet there are still some very serious problems and I 
believe some necessary work to allow the community to take advan tage of that particular industry 
and the benefit s that might be accrued to the North and to communities and to individuals in the 
communities . 

I think that we ought to develop a more profes sional basis to ad dres s the que stion and really we 
have to because again it is an indus try that has a lot of competition, particularly in the case of 
the Yukon, our sister territory, which has really developed wnat I con sider to be one of the best 
programs as sociated to the tourist industry . I really think we ought to deal with it as  
profes sionally as that particular territory is dealing with tourism at  this  moment .  

Equality Of  Status  For Men And  Women 

Mr . Speaker, I also wan ted to raise one particular item that I con sider important to me , because I 
am at the moment a member of a band in the NWT, the Fort McPherson Band . At the moment in the 
House of Common s  there is an amendment that would allow for those people that have lost their 
status as Indians to again be ren amed to the band list. I think that one of the things that 
disappoin t s  me in the Territories is that, in a territory where even during my term as 
vice- president of the Dene Nation we continued to argue the case of equality between men and women, 
there are only two band s  in the NWT that have agreed to al low for those women who have lost their 
status to remain on the band list . In fact they have removed the ability of those individuals to 
remove themselves from the band list and they continue to provide services to them as treaty 
In dian s .  Those two bands  are Fort Liard and s trangely enough Arctic Red River, two of the smaller 
communities of the Dene Nation . It is kind  of sad that we could preach the idea of equality, yet 
we are not prepared as a Gommunity to try to address  those particular issues . 

I want to stress  on record my support for the route that the Government of Canada is going in 
en suring that those women who do marry non-status Indian s can retain their status . Really this 
should apply al so to their children, , which is something that I hope can be addres sed in a lit tle 
more productive manner than the issue has been debated today . In fact I would hope that we would 
be a little more reasonable in the NWT and make the issue retroactive so that all those women that 
did lose their status previously could in fact be brought back onto the list of treaty and status 
Indian s as it should have been but never was . So I just want to indicate my personal support for 
that direction in which the Government of Canada is going. 
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Personal Relat i onsh i ps As Important As C u l t ural 

Mr. Speaker, on the quest i on of const i t ut i onal developlllent, I j ust want to say and place on record, 
t hat my const i t uency presently i s  const i t u ted of the Inuv ialu i t, t he Loucheux and t he non-nat i ve 
commun i ty. I do understand the op i n i ons of some people who suggest that there i s  a wi de di fference 
of op i n i on between . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: I apolog i ze, pushed t h i s  b ut ton i n  er ror. Would you g i ve Mr. Nerysoo back the  
floor, please? 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: We had a b i g  debate i n  here about the freedom of speech, d idn ' t  we? 

- - -Laughter 

Mr . Speaker, as I 11as say i ng, I understand some of the op i n i ons t hat some people have expressed 
wi th regatd to what m i ght be the di vergence of t he cu l t ures - - the Dene and the In u i t -- b ut I must 
say t hat in  my par t i c ular case, in  the const i t uency I represent, t hose wi de di vergenc i es do not 
necessar i ly ex i st and it seems that the extremes of the posi t i ons in  t h i s  House have been real ly 
taken by those people that have no idea of the relat i onsh i ps that have ex i sted i n  the North or 
par t i cularly in t he Mackenz i e  Delta-Beaufort reg i on, for a long n umber of years. The i dea that 
there is th i s  si t uat i on that ex i sts where you can see the di fferences of cult ure, where you can 
poi nt out who i s  Inuv ialu i t, who i s  Dene or Lo ucheu x - - that i s  not t he real i ty. The reali ty i n  
t h i s  par t i cular si t uat i on i s  that i n  many i nstances the relat i onsh i p  i s  a very personal one. 

What I f i nd go i ng on i n  the debate on di v i s i on, i s  the i dea that all the In uvial u i t w i ll have an 
oppor t un i ty to vote and all other peopl e w i ll not have an oppor t un i ty to vote. Part i cularly when 
you see commun i t i es that are so close, I say that there is a relat i onsh i p  between many peopl e. I 
have relat i ves i n  T uktoyakt uk, I have r e l at i ves i n  Aklav ik, I have relat i ves in  Inuv i k, I have 
relat i ves even i n  Sachs Harbour so the real i ty i s  that there is not that large prom i nen t di fference 
that people tend to try to i nd i cate. I really hope t hat whenever we talk about d i v i s i on, 
par t i cularly the whole quest i on of creat i ng two new terr i tor i es -- because that is  exactly what you 
are worki ng on, creat i ng two new terr i tor i es and, hopef ull y, two new prov i nces -- that as much as 
cult ural relat i onsh i ps that people may have, I th i nk that the personal relat i onsh i ps are as 
i mportant to any k i nd of dec i s i on that m i ght be lllade. You have to remember that fam i l i es and the 
relationsh i ps that commun i t i es have wi th one anot her are i mportant to those di v i s i ons. 

Del ta And Beaufort Sea Commu n i t i es Have Close Relat i onsh i ps 

I do say though, and I w i ll put on record now, t hat I am not i nterested i n  di v i d i ng t he Delta and 
t he Beaufort Sea. I w i ll p ut t h at on record . Ma i nly because I bel i eve t hat we in t h at part i cular 
reg i on have a very close rel at i onsh i p  to one anot her and I thi nk that whenever the di sc uss i ons go 
on i n  fut ure that those per sonal relat i onsh i ps have to be addressed properly and i t  s hould not be 
on the bas i s of suggest i ng that there i s  t h i s  di vergence of cult ures. I respect the In uvial uit, I 
respect them because I t h i nk I have a fa i rly good understand i ng of t he people that are i nvo l ved. 
As wel l ,  I beli eve that the I n uv ial u i t have a l ot of respect for the Lo ucheux  i n  that par t i cular 
regi on. 

There have been h i stor ical rel at i onsh i ps t hat have gone back many, many years. Some not so good 
b ut generally speaki ng there have been very close relat i onsh i ps and we have to understand that. I 
th ink t hat t hose people who take extreme pos i t i ons on one s i de or the other should maybe t ry to 
un aerstand the si t uat i on as i t  ex i sts - - not what they perce i ve it to be. I would hope that we 
would ens ure that any dec i s i ons on the d iv i s i on of the Terr i tor i es would see that par t i cular 
reg i on, par t i cularly t he Delta and the Beaufort, remai n together. But  that i s  someth i ng that has 
to be, I bel i eve, dealt w i t h fa i rly and openly i n  the processes that we appr ove. 

I just want to al so state t hat one of the communi t i es w i t h i n  my const i t uency knows too well that 
t he idea of di v i s i on, and I po i n t th i s  out par t i c ularly as i t  relates to Aklav ik  -- and I do not 
want to be overly cr i t i cal of the dec i s i ons t hat were made on creat i ng I n uv ik  wh i ch my good fr iend, 
Mr. But ters, represents at th i s  momen t, but t here was an attempt many years ago to move Aklav ik  or 
t he res i dents of Aklavik i nto t he commun i ty of Inuv i k. That fa i led and really fa i led badly ma i nly 
oecause the people from that par t i c u l ar commun i ty felt tha� the commun i ty that they were born i n  
and had been brought u p  i n  was a commun i ty that shou l d  ex ist on a n  ongo i ng bas is  and not one that 
should try to create an ideal colllmun i ty wh i ch would not · recogn i ze some of the personal concer ns 
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that the people from th at particular community h ad. I think  th at they underst and all too wel 1 the 
idea of trying to create new areas, new communities from within their region . I must also say that 
that had an effect on the other surrounding communities as we l l .  

Mr. Spe aker, I just wanted to respond to a comment th at was raised by Mr. MacQuarrie and it is in 
H ans ard, 1

1 It is and can be a democratic process, contr ary to what the honour able Government Le ader 
said on the radio recently. 1

1 Mr. Spe aker , the Member is referring to a comment that I m ade wi t h  
reg ard to the Constitutional Alliance. A t  no time did I say that that was not a democr atic 
process. However, I want to say here that I feel th at the process has its deficiencies. 

Role Of Constitutional Alliance 

I support and will continue to support the public process, the way it has been developed, but that 
does not mean that I give my whol e-he arted support to the terms of reference of the Constitutional 
A l liance. I feel th at there are some deficiencies in the way in which the gov ernment can improv e  
its ability to provide services and programs to the people of the NWT. What I consider re ally to 
be an attempt to undermine the responsibility of the Legisl ativ e Assembl y because we were el ected 
to do a cert ain job and play a cert ain role with reg ard to constitution al development. The people 
that elected us placed a cert ain confidence in us to carry out a job. Th at is not to suggest that 
there should not be a rel ationship between the Legislative Assembly as h as been the case in past. 
But when -- and this is the point that I want to make -- when I find as a Member or as the 
Government Le ader cert ain deficiencies in a process, then I shou l d  make Members aw are of those 
deficiencies. 

In the case, for inst ance, of negotiating for responsibilities that we were directed to negotiate 
as a government, the mandate of the Constitution al A l liance does not all ow us to do that. In f act 
there is a section in the mand ate th at suggests that the onl y  individuals that wou l d  be negotiating 
any constitution al ch ange wh at soever, including ch anges to the responsibility of government is 
within the hands of the Constitutional Al l iance. And in my opinion, th at is not the responsibil ity 
that they h ave or should h ave. Th at is clearly the responsibility of this Legislature and the 
gov ernment th at has been mand ated to carry out that particular responsibility. However, that does 
not mean that we cannot work out a solution which allows the Constitution al Al l iance to continue 
i ts development of a future constitution and the structures of government . Th at will neg ativ ely 
affect the process of negotiating on the p art of the GNWT -- negotiating those authorities and 
responsibilities th at we feel are essential  to providing bet ter programs, bet ter serv ices and a 
better government to the people of the NWT. If we are incap able of doing that, then I find th at it 
would be of no v al ue to the Dene Nation, the Metis Association, the Inuit Tapirisat of Canad a ,  and 
of no v alue to the Members who are elected to this Legislative Assembly. So, I just w ant to raise 
that particu l ar point because I think there has been some misunderst anding about the reasons for my 
serious concerns. 

I a l so h ave some concern about the process. I guess it comes from the Dene Nation ' s  motion number 
three from the joint chiefs and Metis board meeting, Fort Providence, NWT, March 18 to 22, 1985 . 
It says in the 1 1 therefore 1 1  cl ause in the resolution : 1

1 The Metis Association's bo ard of directors 
and the Dene Nation's l eadership continue to support the alliance as the only type of mechanism 
capabl e of legitimately and successfully addressing the issues of constitution al development, 
div ision and the selection of a boundary. 1 1  Well, I do not believ e that is the only mechanism. If 
i t  fails, then there is a need to re address wh atever mechanism would be possible to all ow for 
continuing public input th at will be successful. But I do support the process as it is now. Put 
that on record. At the moment, it is the mech anism and I support it. But it is not the onl y 
mechanism. I believe th at wh at you will find in future is that you are going to hav e  to ch ange the 
mechanism in the sense of allowing for public input and therefore you will ch ange the nature of 
that public mechanism. So, I just want ed to point that out. 

Assembly's Ability To Respond To Concerns 

Mr. Spe aker, just one other point. Any attempt on the part of the GN WT or any other single party 
to assert primary responsibil ity for ,this process will be rejected. There is no attempt on our 
part to undermine the process but ag ain we have cert ain concerns, and unless those concerns are 
addressed at some time, we are not doing j ustice to the constitution al evolution of the NWT. We 
are not doing any good as a Legislature if we are hamstrung in our ability to respond to the needs 
of the people of the NWT. And that has to be addressed. I know that a ll  you h ave to do is go 
through the numbers of st atements that hav e  been made in this House on the deficiencies of the way 
i n  which this government responds to concerns of communities and you can see there is a need to 
improve the constitutional ability of this government to respond to those concerns. 
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Just on the quest i on of forestry . Th i s  Leg i slature certa i n l y mandated the M i n i ster responsi b l e  to 
negot iate that i ssue . Yet, the all i ance mandate l i teral ly restr i cts that . I ffil rai s i ng these 
issues to make people aware of some of the concerns we have or at least I ,  personally, have wi th 
regard to the mandate as it i s  out l i ned . It i s  not to chal lenge the publ ic  process or nature of 
const i tut i onal development in  the North but rather there has to be a better rel at i onsh i p between 
the Legi slature, the government and the Const i tut i onal Al l i ance so that we carry out the 
responsi b i l i t i es as were outl i ned in  the mandate in  a manner that supports one another, and does 
not necessar ily defeat the purpose of the publ ic  process i tself . 

Communi t i es Not Consul ted 

I do want to say one other th i ng on d i v i si on or on the quest i on .  I would rather not use the word 
1
1 d i v is i on 1 1  but rather const i tut i onal development, part i cularly const i tut i onal development in  
recogn i z i ng two separate terr i tor i es.  In  any k i nd of agreements that are reached in  the future I 
bel i eve that there ought to be a process whereby those people that mi ght be affected by those 
negot i at i ons, and I am referr i ng to all people, should have the ab i l i ty to part i c i pate in  the 
process . Mr . Butters stated earl i er the lack of publ i c  input or role, part i cularly wi th regard to 
the Western Const i tut i onal Forum, of those commun i t i es that had some leg i t i mate concerns w ith the 
process i tself -- commun i t i es wh i ch are clearly affected but nobody consi dered them to be affected . 
Those were the commun i t i es of Aklavi k, Inuvi k, Fort McPherson and Arct ic  Red R i ver . At no t i me 
were there any publ i c  hear i ngs or meet i ngs to hear the op i n i ons of those people . While we were 
addressi ng the quest i on of Inuv ialu i t, there are Inuv ialui t  in those part i cular communi t i es and 
those concerns have to be add ressed as well . So, Mr . Speaker, thank you very much . 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo. The Cha i r  recogn i zes Mr. Wah-Shee . 

M r . Wah-Shee's Reply 

MR . WAH-SHEE : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I would l i ke to gi ve my own vi ews on a number of i tems . 
However, I w i ll not get into and try to repeat the many concerns that have been rai sed by Members 
of th i s  House . To start off I woul ct li ke to express how I feel about the present make-up of our 
House and the GNWT . I would li ke to commend the Members of the Execut i ve Counc i l  who have 
volunteered to serve the people of the North and I would li ke to say that we want to work w i th the 
Execut i ve Members. I know that i t  i s  very demand i ng .  It takes you away fr om your const i tuency. I 
know i t  i s  diffi cult to not only represent your const ituency but also try to represent the concerns 
of all the Members . However, I bel i eve that si nce the N i nth Assembly and now gett i ng on in  the 
10th Assembly, I th i nk we have establ ished a worki ng relat i onsh i p  among ourselves as Members of 
th is  House . I hope that we can cont i nue to work i n  the i nterests of all the resi dents of the NWT . 

Const i tuency Concerns 

I do have some concerns i n  my const ituency. I have already i nd i cated prev i ously that they are 
concerned about the lack of pr ogress be i ng made in regard to ai rports because transportat i on is 
very i mportant and so i s  commun i cat i on among the commun i t ies .  We are concerned in the area of 
housi ng .  I st i ll feel that we are not gett i ng our fa i r  share of hous ing for the Dene commun i t i es .  
I st ill quest i on whether the real needs of the Dene people have been taken into cons i derat i on .  I 
woul d li ke to see a needs study done properly wi th facts and stat i st i cs .  We have large fam i l i es 
and we al so have a great many young people who requ i re housi ng .  I w i l l  not agree that there i s  
more need of hous ing in other regions in  comparison to our areas. I th i nk there i s  a real need all 
over the pl ace but I do not accept the i dea that we do not need i t  as much as el sewhere .  

There i s  also the i dea of trad i t i onal l i vel i hood, that i s, be i ng supported by renewable resources 
and I th i nk there has to be a wage economy effort in the way of l i fe of the nat i ve people, Dene, 
Met is  and the Inuit people . In the area of econom ic development, as the Members are aware there i s  
a great deal of interest among the abor i ginal people of the NWT to take advantage of the econom ic  
opportuni t i es that our land has to  offer. When I say 1 1 our land 1 1  I am speak i ng generally  of the 
NWT .  We are very r i ch and very forturlate to have a real var iety of natural resources, gas and oi l ,  
m i nerals. We have an opportuni ty to partici pate in  tour i sm and I bel i eve in  the area of tour i sm we 
st i ll have a great deal of work to do to take advantage of the opportun i t i es .  Th is  tour i sm 
benef its everyone fr 001 the Baff i n  Reg i on to the Delta to the High Arct ic to the K i t i kmeot, Keewat i n  
and the Mackenzi e  Valley. 
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R e l at i on sh i p s S t r a i ned  O n  Const i t ut i on a l  I s s ues  

I wo u l d l i ke to  say t h at the pr esent  rel at i o n sh i p  h as been som ewh at str a i n ed as reg ar d s  the  wh o l e 
q ue s t i on of con s t i t ut i on al d ev e l opmen t . I t h i n k al l of us as i nd i v i d u al s h ave  o ur own i d eas of t h e  
k i n d of obj ect i v es t h at we ought t o  go for . W e  may ag ree on  t h e  obj ect i v e b u t  i t  seem s t o  m e  that 
t h ere i s  a v ar i ety of o p i n i o ns  i n  r eg ard to how to ac h i eve t ho se obj ect i ve s .  I wou l d  hope t h at t h e  
re l at i o n sh i p between ourse l v e s  wi l l  come b ac k  t o  t h e  st ag e where  we c an st i l l  work toget her bec ause  
we  h ave two more ye ar s to go . I wo u l d  h ate to  see us  get to a po i nt wher e ,  i n  our d i fferenc e s ,  we 
c onfuse  the  peo p 1 e of the  NWT , wh i c h i s  r e a  1 1  y h appen i n g r i g ht now . I apprec i ate and can 
u n d er st and t he as p i r at i ons  of t h e  I n u i t  peopl e ,  t h at t hey want to h ave t he i r  own type of g overnment 
wh i c h wi l l  l ook after the i r  i n terest s ,  m a i n t a i n and pr omote the i r  own c u l t ur e .  They wan t  to hav e  
b et ter c omm un i c at i ons system s ,  better t r  an s port a t  i on system s . They want t o  t a ke adv an t age o f  t h e  
eco nom i c  oppo rtun i t i e s i n  the i r  ar e a .  They h ave  ho pes  and dream s  fo r the i r  yo ung peo p l e .  I t h i n k  
t h at i n  al l o f  t h e se ar eas t he i r as p i r at i on s  are sh ar ed by t h e Dene peo p l e .  I wo u l d  s ay t h at the  
Den e  wan t  to wo rk  wi t h  al l res i d en t s  of t he NWT  wh ether they  be  non- n at i v e  or I n u i t peo p l e .  We  
h ave  1 i v ed toget her i n  the  NWT for a l o ng t i me . I t h i nk t h at t he route t h at we t a ke wi th  r eg ard to 
ec onom i c  dev e l opment wi l l  cer t a i n l y  p l ac e a gre at deal  of str a i n iJTlong our se l ves . 

We hav e  yo ung peo p l e wh o ar e go i n g to sc hoo l tod ay and ar e attend i n g c l a s s e s  wh ere al l res i d e n t s  of 
t h e  NWT are r epre sented , p ar t i c u l ar l y  in the h i gh sc hool  ar e a  and in t he ar ea  of tr a i n i ng .  I wo u l d  
hope that wh atev er route that we take i n  term s of the  who l e  que st i o n  of ec onom i c  dev e l opment , i n  
c r e at i ng two separ ate t err i tor i e s ,  t h at the yo u ng peopl e ,  t he  n ext g enerat i on ,  i n  l oo k i ng b ack w i l l  
fee l th at we hav e dea l t wi th  t h i s s i t uat i o n wi t h  respect  fo r one anot her . I d o  not want to see the 
Dene c h i l dr en c om i ng out of sc hool s in t he f uture ,  h av i ng a feel i ng of an imos i ty i n  r eg ard to ot her 
peop l e .  When I s ay " ot her peop l e " I m e an ev eryo n e . L i kewi se , I wo u l d ho pe t h at the I n u i t ch i l d ren 
w i l l  l e arn to appr ec i ate the Dene peop l e  for wh at t h ey are and I th i nk t h at i s  r e al l y  i mport ant . 

I know t h at i n  t he end we are al l go i ng to h ave to , more or l es s ,  d ec i de and i t  i s  go i ng to c ause  
some  d i ff i c u l t i e s . Maybe there  i s  no other way of reso l v i n g  th i s  s i tuat i o n cJTiong our se l v es  b ut I 
wo u l d  l i ke to feel t h at t he Nor t h west Terr i tor i e s  - - t h ere are o n l y  48 , 000 peop l e  and t he c ost of 
r un n i ng the Gov er nment  of the Nort hwest Terr i tor i e s , on  beh a l f of ev eryo n e , i s  in the n e i g hb o ur hood 
o f  $500 m i l l i on .  To d ate ,  in r eg ard to tryi ng to ac h i eve a con sensu s  amo ng o u r s e l ves  the feder a l  
g ov er nm en t  has  contr i b ut ed $2 . 3  m i l l i o n and we  st i l l  hav e  not  reso l v ed the wh o .l e i s s ue of  
con st i t ut i on al d ev e l opment i n  t erms of ach i ev i ng con sen s us . I iJTl not  too s ure  whether the feder a l  
g ov er nment is  pr epar ed to  spend more m i l l i on s  on  beha l f of 48, 000 peop l e .  I th i n k  the fed er al 
g ov er nment has other pr i or i t i e s ; t h ey want to dev e l op the n at u r al r e sources  of t he Nort hwest 
Terr i t or i e s ;  t hey wan t  to see us cont i n ue to run our own affa i r s . 

I t h i n k  the  wh o l e que st i o n of con st i t ut i o n a l dev e l opment i s  go i n g to hav e  to be reso l v ed by the 
peo p l e of the  Nort h .  If we c an not reso l ve the  i s s ue among o ur se l ves , we c annot s ay we are go i ng to  
t ake our b at and  ba l l and  go hom e and s ay ,  1 1 We wi l l  go d i r ect l y and  deal  wi t h  the  fed er a l  
g ov er nment . 1 1  I do not fee l  that t he fed er al government w i l l  be as sen s i t i ve to  t he asp i r at i ons of  
the  peop l e  of  the  North . I t h i n k  th at we as the l e ad ers , as e l ected peo p l e ,  are  mor e  sen s i t i v e to 
t he feel i ng s  of t he peop l e  of t he North . I t h i n k t h ere i s  a better c h ance of reso l v i ng o ur 
d i fferences  among our se l v e s  and I wo u l d  l i ke to see a s i t uat i o n wh ere the peop l e of the North  wi l l  
r e s o l ve t h em .  I do not be l i eve t h at as abor i g i n al peop l e ,  j u st b ec ause we got t he abor i g i n a l 
r i g ht s ,  we hav e the  r i g ht to go d i rect l y  to the fed er al gov er nm ent and s ay ,  1 1 We wan t  yo u to reso l v e  
o ur s i t u at i on i n  t h e  Nort h .  I cJTI an ab or i g i n al per so n ,  I cJTI en t i t l ed to ab or i g i n al r i ght s . 1 1  

A bor igi n a l  R ight s  And Con st i t ut i on a l  Deve l opment Are Separ at e  I s s ues  

The  q uest i on of  c o n st i t ut i on al d ev el opmen t ,  a s  far a s  I a-n concer n ed , h as noth i ng to  do wi th  t he  
who l e que st i o n of  ab or i g i n al r i g ht s .  Wh at we ar e ta l k i ng about , a nd  I heard t h i s fr om a number of 
p eo p l e ,  i s  t h at ev erybody wants  p ub l i c  g over nment . We l l ,  you are not go i ng to get p ub l i c  
gover nment a s  far a s  I am conc er ned i n  dea l i ng wi th  t h e  wh o l e que st i o n o f  ab or i g i n a l r i g ht s  bec ause  
you  ar e t al k i ng ab o ut the i n tere st s of al l the  r e s i d ents  of  t he Nort hwest Terr i tor i es .  For  better 
o r  fo r wo rse  we ar e st uc k together un t i l  we com e  to a conse n s u s . I h av e  he ard , as a Mem ber of t h i s 
Ho u s e ,  the d i ffer ences of v i ews as to what ac t u al l y  h ap pened and I a11 not r e a l l y  i n t ere s t ed  i n  
p l ac i n g b l ame o n  anyone . I th i n k  'NC F and WCF h av e  to ta ke the fu l l respon s i b i l i ty fo r the 
confu s i on t h at h as t aken p l ac e .  I t h i n k t h at i f  we are go i ng to proper l y  repre sent t he i n terest s 
of ev eryone then we ar e go i ng to have  to real i ze that , as far as I am concerned , yo u c annot ac h i ev e  
con st i t ut i o n al d ev e l opment at t h e  ex pen se o f  any other p arty t h at you are h av i ng d i sc u s s i ons wi t h  
and negot i at i ng wi th . I t h i n k  there  i s  a need fo r a comprom i se .  
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I can understand that i n  certa i n  areas they want reg ional government and I fully support the 
concept of reg ional areas runn i ng the i r  own affa i rs on behalf of the i r  own area . How we do i t  and 
to what extent we should allow authori ty, I thi nk, i s  negot i able. As far as I am concerned no one 
area has the r i ght to say, 1 1 Th i s  i s  what we want and i t  w i ll not app l y  to other reg ions. 1 1  It has 
to apply r i ght acros s  the board. There are commun i t i e s, as far as I am concerned, that are 
excluded in  some cases and I th i nk they have to be i nvol ved. The type of i ns t i tut ions that we want 
in term s of government has to take i nto cons i derat i on the cultures of the abor i g i nal peop l e. 

Abor i g i nal people, as many Members are aware, have an op portun i ty i n  attend i ng the Fi rst  M in i ster s' 
Con ference on the whole area of const i tut ional development . They have another avenue wh i ch i s  
cal led the whole area of abor i g i nal government. I personally do not feel that that i s  the route to 
go and I do not th i nk i t  i s  go i ng to resolve the probl ffil that we have r i ght now. I th i nk you can 
take certa in  el ement s out of that and incorporate that as part of the publ i c  i nst i tut i ons of 
government . 

Dene Part 4 ci pat i on I n  Const i tut i onal Evolut i on 

As Members are aware, the Dene people, part i cularly the treaty Ind i ans, have the r i ght, under 
abori g i nal cla ims, to cla im  land and create reservat i ons. Now, the Dene peop l e  exclus i vel y have 
that op portun i ty under the treat ies that were made between our elders and the government of the 
day. There has been a great deal of d i scus s i on in  the past 15 years wtlere that opt i on was 
cons i dered and the ch i efs i n  our area dee i ded, 1 1  No, we do not want reservat i ons ; we have other 
people that also li ve up and down the Mackenz i e  Valley and we do not want to create barr ·i ers. 1 1 I n  
terms of whether the Dene people ' s  i nterests  w i ll be protected depends on how they negot iate 
const i tut i onal development. I do  not feel the Dene people have ind i cated i n  the last 15 years 
precond i t i ons for con s t i tut ional development . They had some d i ff i culty in terms of recogn i z i ng the 
Government of the Northwest Terr i tor ies  and th i s Leg i slature but that has changed. We are 
part i c i pat i ng and we want to cont i nue to part i ci pate i n  the const i tut ional evol ut ion. 

Had we cons i dered what we have now and how i t  can be i mproved, I th i nk in the future we would have 
come out a lot better. I th i nk we wou l d have been stronger and th i s  whole problem of commun i cat i on 
could be dealt wi th. People say Yellowkn i fe i s  so i solated or so far away but I t h i nk you are 
go i ng to have that problem, i t  does not matter where you put the cap i tal. Even i f  you create a 
separate terr i tory you are st i ll go i ng to have to dec i de where the cap i tal ought to go and you are 
st i ll goi ng to have some commun i t i es complai n i ng of the i r  i nterest s not be i ng cons i dered, for 
whatever rea son. The whole area of publ i c  government i s  that people are el ect ed  to represent those 
commun i t i es and we are all in there as equals in th i s House. Even though we are not s i tt i ng on the 
Execut i ve, the Execut i ve Members do not have the monopoly on bra i ns, as far as I ffi1 concerned. 

MR. MacQUARR I E :  That ' s  for sure. 

MR. BAL LANTYNE: Hear, hear ! 

---Applause 

MR. WAH-SHEE: And some of the proposals that have been com i ng forward have pretty well i nd i cated 
that to me. 

---Laughter 

And I am sure they have the same feel i ng about us at t i mes when we are overly cri t i cal. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Very seldom. 

MR. WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, 
to represent our interest s. 

MR. McCALL UM: Go for i t. 

am not here to cri t i c i ze the honourable Members who have volunteered 

MR. WAH-SHEE: But I would li ke to rem i nd thffil every once in a wh i le that they are worki ng for u s, 
for the people that we represent. And the poli c i e s and program s and the fund s that are allocated 
are there for the good of the publ i c, for everyone. I t  i s  a real pr i v i lege to be s i t t i ng on the 
Execut i ve when you have the support of your colleagues. But at t i mes, when we are cr i t i cal i t  i s  

. i 

. I 
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b ec a u s e  we wan t to i m pr o v e  t h e  rec omm en d at i o n s  t h at t h ey ar e m ak i n g  to u s  as o rd i n ary Memb er s . 
�J h en we are b e i ng c r i t i c al we are d o i ng i t  to i m prove  and i t  i s  n ot to per son a l l y  att ac k any one  
Member  of the  Exec ut i v e .  Som et i m e s  I fee l t h at wh e n  we ar e b e i n g c r i t i c a l t h at t h ey t ak e  i t  
per s o n a l l y .  I n  p u b l i c  1 i fe ,  a s  f ar a s  I am c o n c er n ed , you c an n ot b e  so ov er l y  s en s i t i ve a s  to t ak e  
t h i ng s  per so n a l l y  bec a u s e  yo u ar e t h e r e  to  serv e t h e  pub l i c .  Bec a u s e  we v o l u n t eered t o  wo r k  o n  
b e h a l f of t he p u b l i c ,  n at ur al l y  peop l e  w i l l  be  c r i t i c al o f  u s . I h ave h e ard a l ot o f  t h i ng s  ab o u t  
t h e  med i a , f o r  i n st an c e ,  m i s q u o t i n g a n d  not  i n t er pr et i n g t h e  s i t u at i o n correct l y , b ut  t hey al so  
h av e  a p ur p o s e . T h ey h ave to i n fo rm t h e  p u b l i c  a s  to wh at we are d o i ng as  e l ec t ed Memb er s .  
Wh e t h er t h o s e  ac t i v i t i e s o r  ev en t s  ar e i n terpr eted  pr oper l y  i s  r e a l l y  a matter  o f  i n terpr et at i o n .  
Aft er a l l ,  ev eryb ody e l se  i s  h um an . I a s s ume t h at t h e  E x ec ut i ve are , b ec a u se we c ert a i n l y  are a s  
o rd i n ar y  Mem b er s . 

Str u c t u r e  I nc l u d e s  A l l G r o u p s  

S o  I t h i n k  i n  t h e  ar e a  of wh at k i n d  o f  r o l e t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l dev e l opment  sh o u l d t a k e  and W C F  and 
NC F ,  i t  i s  i mport ant to keep i n  m i nd t h at t h e  r e a son why t h at s t r u c t ure  was set up  i n  t he f i r s t  
p l ac e i s  bec a u s e  yo u h av e  ot her  g r o u p s  t h at w a n t  to part i c i p a t e . A n d  I t h i n k  i n  t h e  ar e a  of 
c o n s t i t u t i on al d ev e l opment at t h i s s t age , b ec a u se we are a c o n s en s u s  g o v e r nment  and we do  n ot h av e  
party  po l i t i c s  her e ,  t h at w e  f i n d  our se l v e s  i n  a very  un i q u e  s i t u at i o n . I t h i n k  t h at i s  wh y the  
D e n e  N at i on and t he Met i s  A s s oc i at i on want  to  p l ug i n . So d o  a l l t he  ot h er n at i ve g r o up s . I d o  
n o t  r e a l l y  ag r e e  t h at t h e  G N W T  s h o u l d t a k e  t h e  l e ad ro l e  i n  t h e  ar e a  of  con st i t ut i o n a l 
d ev e l opment . T h at i s  n ot to s ay t h at I am q u e s t i on i ng t h e i r  i n t e n t i on s  a s  a g ov e r nment . Not at  
a l l .  I t  i s  bec a u s e  I t h i n k  t h at that  mec h an i sm wa s set  up and  we  h ad a l ot of  s upport  from the  
peo p l e of  the  Nort h .  I t h i n k t h e  r o l e of t h e  G NWT i n  t he w h o l e  ar e a  of c o n s t i t u t i o n al d e v e l opmen t 
s t i l l  h a s  to be d ef i n ed . I t  i s  not  def i n ed at t h e  pr e s e n t  t i m e  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  wi l l  be . B ut  i t  
r e q u i r e s  t he p ar t i c i pat i on of a l l t h e  g r o u p s  t h at r e pr e s ent  t h e  NWT , i n c l u d i ng t he n o n- n at i v e  
peop l e .  

MR . BAL LANT Y N E : Th a n k yo u .  

MR . WAH -S HE E : E v ery onc e i n  a wh i l e  I h av e  to put i n  a p l u g  fo r t h e  Y e l l owk n i fe Mem b er s . They 
feel  i s o l at ed . E v ery t i me we  t al k  abo ut b ud g e t s  and n ew p r o g r am s ,  it  s e ems  t h at Y e l l owkn i fe i s  
be i n g m i s sed al l t h e  t i m e . 

MR . BALLA NTY N E : Th an k yo u ,  t h a n k  yo u .  Do g r i b  b l ood  brother . 

MR . WAH -S H E E : Per h ap s  i t  i s  bec a u s e  t h e r e  i s  a l ac k  of repr e s e n t at i o n on the  Exec ut i v e Counc i l . 

MR . Mc CALL UM : How  c om e  yo u p a s sed  r i g ht ov er Sm i t h  ag a i n ?  

MR . WAH -S H E E : I f i n d  t h at the  v i ews o f  my h o n o ur ab l e  c o l l e ag ue s  fr om ac ro s s  t h e  fl oor i n  reg ar d to 
wh at act u a l l y  t o o k  p l ac e on the who l e  q u e s t i on of c o n s t i t u t i o n al i n v o l v emen t -- in a s e n s e  I f i n d 
i t  r at h er am u s i n g .  I k n o w  i t  i s  a v ery  ser i o u s  m atter . At t i me s  t h e r e  seem ed to be  
m i s i n t erpret at i on of wh at i s  t ak i ng p l ace on both  s i d e s . I k n ow b ec au se I c ome from t he West  and I 
a l so  p ar t i c i pate  as t o  wh at  t a k e s  p l ac e i n  t h e  WC F .  I k n o w  t h e r e  h av e  been  som e h ar s h  word s s a i d  
i n  r eg ard t o  wh at was  o ur mot i v e ,  anyway ,  fran t he W e s t . And at t i mes  I t h i n k m aybe we i n  t h e  W e s t  
fee l t h e  s am e  way ab out  t h e  other  s i d e  b ut I a l ways wan t  to so r t  of fee l , as  a Mem b e r  of t h i s  
H o u s e , t h at we a l l h ave  h o n o u r ab l e  i nt e n t i o n s  and t h at we are h er e  to s e r v e  o ur peop l e  whoev er 
e l ected  u s . I w i  1 1  not  q u e s t i o n t h e  mot i v e s  of anyo n e  i n  t h i s  Ho u s e . I t h i n k  t h at c r e at e s  a 
p r ob l em among  our s e l v e s . T h ere  seemed to b e  a b arr i er b e i ng c r e a t ed i n  t he w ho l e  ar e a  of  
d i v i s i on .  And I am afr a i d  if  t h e  d ar n  t h i n g get s o ut  of h an d  we  m ay end up wi t h  som et h i ng l i k e the  
c i ty of B e r l i n ,  w i t h  t h i s b i g  wa l l t h at s e p ar at e s  t h e  peop l e  of t he W e s t , t h e  Dene  peop l e  and t h e  
I n u i t peo p l e .  

M a i n t a i n i ng B o n d s O f  F r i e n d s h i p  

A s  t h e  L e ad er of t h e  G o v e r nm e n t  i nd i c ated , t h e  r e l at i o n sh i p  between  the  D en e ,  Me t i s  and t h e  I n u i t 
h a s  ex i s t ed l o ng b e fore we ev en got  e l ec t ed and we wo u l d  l i ke to see t h at r e l at i o n s h i p  c on t i n ue .  
And so wh en  we ar e de al i n g wi t h  t h e  wh o l e que s t i o n of con st i t ut i o n a l  dev e l opm ent , i t  i s  i m po r t a n t  
t h at w e  do  not c r e ate  an i m o s i ty amo ng o ur s e l v e s  b ec a u se o f  who w e  are . I am a Dene  b ec a u s e  I wa s 
b o r n  a D en e .  I t h i n k  i t  app l i e s  to al l of u s , t h a t  i t  i s  i m po r t an t  t h at we ke ep  t h at bond  tog e t h er 
bec a u se ev en i f  we g et d i v i s i on , we are s t i l l  g o i ng to n e ed e ach  o t h er . . . 

AN H O N . MEMB E R : H e ar , h e ar ! 
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MR . WAH -S HEE : . . .  bec au se  ther e ar e on l y  48 , 000 o f  us . Th ere  i s  no contest i n  reg ard to 'w'k1 o  i s  
go i ng to ac h i eve prov i nc i al stat u s  f i r st ev en i f  - - you know , i t  d epends  o n  i f  we want  i t .  We 
wo u l d wan t  not to do i t  at the ex pense  of one an other and I t h i n k  t h at i s  very importan t . 

I c om p l i ment the honour ab l e  Member s fr om the E astern  Ar ct i c  fo r repr esent i n g yo ur peo p l e i n  tryi ng  
to  ac h i eve t he  go al s t h at t h ey h ave i nd i c at ed to yo u .  You want  yo ur own type of  g overnment , yo ur 
own terr i t ory . I t h i n k  we r espect t hat . Howev er , how we do  it  i s  more  important  at th i s  st ag e  and 
I hope we c an f i nd a way .  I h ave no  d i f f i c u l ty wi t h  t he i de a  t h at al l t he peop l e  o f  t h e  North h av e  
t o  part i c i pate . Aft er al l ,  a s  far a s  I am conc er ned , d i v i s i o n i s  not go i ng t o  b e  r ammed down my 
t h roat or anyb ody e l se ' s .  

AN HO N .  MEMB ER : Hear , h e ar ! 

MR . WAH -SH E E :  am g o i ng to be p art i c i p at i ng .  Reg ard i ng t he i m p l i c at i ons  of wh at we are tryi ng to 
do , I t h i n k  we hav e  to pr oper l y  i nform the pe op l e .  Some peo p l e s ay the  type of i nfo rm at i o n we are 
feed i ng th em i s  sort of b i ased . Wel l ,  I t h i n k t here h as to be a way i n  wh i ch we g i ve the proper 
i n form at i o n out to ev eryone . Th e No rth  be i ng wti at i t  i s  -- as  yo u kn ow ,  befo re the Gov er nment  of 
t h e  Northwe st Terr i tor i e s mov ed to Y e l l owkn i fe and before we h ad e l ec t ed Members of t h i s 
Leg i s l at ur e ,  the  fed er al gov ernmen t ,  i n  ac t u a l  fac t , was runn i ng the Nor thwe st Terr i to r i e s .  I am 
s ure  t h at the Members  i n  the  E ast w i l l  rec al l wh ere we h ad ar ea  adm i n i str ator s .  The peo p l e  of t h e  
No r t h  h ad very l i t t l e say and i t  h a s  on l y  been i n  t h e  l a st few ye ar s that we act ua l l y  are tak i ng 
ov er and p art i c i p at i ng and h av i ng el ec ted peo p l e r un n i ng t he  gov ernment . J u st wh en we are gett i ng 
to t h i s po i n t we say ,  " We l l ,  l et ' s  break the  wti o l e t h i ng ap art now and create som eth i ng  el se . "  I t  
seems to me t h at we  are g o i ng t hrough  sort  of a c i r c l e .  

Mr . Spe aker , my i n tent i on i n  s peak i ng tod ay i s  not to p l ac e b l ame on anyo n e ,  nor to be ov er l y  
cr i t i c a l but I th i n k  t hat ther e has  to be a fee l i ng that we c an st i l l  wor k  tog ether . I kno w ,  at 
t i mes  we h ave  d i s agreed ,  we hear c a tc al l s  fran t h i s end anyway and fran ac ros s .  

MR . Mc CAL L UM : They are al ways p i c k i ng on u s . 

M R .  WAH -SHEE : They are al ways cont i n uo u s l y  p i c k i ng on us , of c o u r s e ,  b ut I vw u l d  l i ke to rem i n d 
t h e  ot her s i d e ,  i f  yo u ar e go i n g to g i v e  med i c i n e then yo u are al so go i n g to hav e  to t ake som e . 

- - -L aughter 

Wh en we do i t ,  yo u kn ow,  j u st hav e  som e un der st an d i ng t hat we ar e tryi ng to ass i st yo u .  

- - -L aughter 

I t  i s  real l y  done fo r yo ur own good . 

- - - L aughter 

MR . McCAL L UM : L i ke tak i ng cod l i ver o i l .  

M R . WAH -S HEE : Som et im es  the p i l l  i s  b i tter but i t  i s  fo r yo ur own good . W i th  t hat , I l o ok  fo rward 
to the n ext two ye ars wor k i ng w i t h  the Members  of the Exec ut i ve and al so al l t he hono ur ab l e  Member s 
of th i s  Ho use . Let ' s  ke ep the boat fl oat i ng .  

M R .  Mc CAL L UM : Roc k i t  a l i tt l e b i t ,  but keep i t  fl o at i ng .  

M R .  WAH - S HE E : You  c an roc k i t  as muc h  as yo u wan t  but we h av e  got to l et i t  fl oat fo r the 
i n terest s  of the peop l e  of the Nort h .  T hat i s  al l I h ave to s ay .  

- - -App l ause  

MR .  S P EAKER : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Wah-S hee . Rep l i e s to  the  Comm i s s i on er ' s  Addres s .  Mr . Ped er sen . 

Mr . P eder s en ' s  Rep ly 

M R .  PE DERSE N :  Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Sp ea ker . I h ope you w i l l  al l o w me to r amb l e a b i t .  I was go i ng t o  
d o  th i s  tomorrow but I under s t and  that we may n o t  h av e  a tomorrow . 

A N  HON . MEMBER : Ev erybody e l se has . 
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M R .  PE DE R SE N :  Yes, but not for the purpo ses of replie s, unles s  I am wrong . I want to thank Mr . 
Wah- Shee for his s peech he just delivered and if I had my " me too"  sign along I would wave it at 
him right now . I agree with a great many thing s he ha s said . It wa s a very fine speech . 

Mr . Speaker, I would like to start on a po sitive note . Since we started somewhat more than a year 
ago, s ome things have happened which have plea sed me . I think we have had good progre s s  in hou sing 
for instance ; hopefully as a result of some of the work that has been done by the special committee 
on hou sing and mo st certainly on the part of the respon se to that from the Minister and I 
appreciate that . Also, in Ec onomic Development, I think we have had some good responses to 
concerns raised which may not have borne fruit yet, but some of the policies are get ting into 
place .  I am pleased with the impo rtance that we are giving more and more to the traditional 
pursuit s of hunting and trapping . There have been some improvement s, I think, with in the Education 
d epartment, too . No t nearly enough, but I am pleased to say I think the Minister is trying to 
respond to thffil and he has a rather unwieldy department to move . 

C onstituency Concerns 

Some of the concerns that we have within my cons tituency, Mr . Speaker, concern the breakd own in 
traditional family struc tures, the violenc e  within our communitie s, spousal as sault, the suicid e 
and the attempted suicide rate, the fact that the traditional values do not seffil to be pas sed on 
from the older generation to the younger generation . I dealt with the violence is sue at some 
length the other day when we di scus sed the spou sal as sault report and I will not go into it again . 

The education of our youth is a concern to us ; where education fit s in to the overall government 
s truc ture, where it lead s to meaningful careers after the education is finished . I have tal ked 
about that too, during the budget debate, and I will not burden you with more of that . The 
apparent failure of a leadership group to ffilerge from among our youth ha s been mentioned both by 
Mr . Wray and by Mr . Nerysoo today and it is a great concern to many of us . The leadership group 
that, in my constituency is referred to as the " Old I nuvik Gang ",  includes such people as our 
honourable Leader, I believe every mayor in the Beaufort and Kitikmeot West area, and everyone who 
is connected in leadership po sitions in the native organizations up in that area . This group 
s omehow does not seffil to be bac ked up by a new group . There should be a new group c oming but 
whether it is because we closed the I nuvik school system to student s from our area and started 
sending thffil to Yellow knife, whether that is ju st c oincidental I do not know, but I do know that we 
d o  no t have a group behind and we need that . It is not that I would suggest that the "Old I nuvik 
Gang" I referred to is getting over the hill or should be replaced but when they s tarted gaining 
prominence, which is four, five, six years ago, the age they were then, the ones of that age today 
are not showing any leadership desires or capabilities .  That i s  a concern to us . We mu st 
enc ourage thi s . 

Observations On Debate On Division 

I am going to have to ramble as I have 20- odd pieces of paper with notes on them . I gue s s  we have 
to mention the biq is sue of this sit tinq, the non- debate on divi sion . It has, as we all know, been 
a debate through tabled document s, the pres s  and replies to the Commis sioner's Addres s .  There have 
not been too many chances for rebut tals so I gues s, at least, I should ma ke some observations on 
it . 

Mr . Speaker, I have not been pleased . It has been no plea sure to me to be part of the House during 
this ses sion that we are in right now . I think our con sensus government has deteriorated int o 
confrontation . I think Mr . Wah-Shee was very right when he ju st stated that we should take each 
other for what we say . We should not imply mo tives to each other . We should not be su spiciou s .  
Surely, in a consen sus government we should have the maturity, when someone makes a statement, to 
take that statement as be j ng legitimate and val id unles s proven otherwise, and not the other way 
around . We should no t automatically go around doubting each other and say that you must be lying ; 
unless  you can prove that you are telling the truth, I will not believe you . I know that emotions 
have entered into thi s division and constitutional development question many times . 

I want to, Mr . Speaker, throw a few ' thought s into it which have not been voiced yet . One is the 
reason I see for many people wanting divi sion . I do not think we are loo king for a geographical 
bound ary, Mr . Speaker . We talk about the di stance between us and the improvement in transpo rtation 
has been mentioned . For in stance, the first time I went to Coppermine in 195 3  from here, i t  took  
us  five hours and 10 m i nutes, and it wa s a non- stop flight . Today I can leave Cambridge Bay or 



. · ... ,- -

- 1 1 16  -

Coppermine in my constituency every Wednesday or Friday, go throu gh Y e l l owknife, throu gh Winnipeg 
and end up in Toronto or Montreal that same evening. So I real l y  do not think we are talking about 
distances in miles . I think we ar e talking about distances in philosophy and concept of how things 
should be . Many of us feel that there is a move in certain parts of the Territories and certainly 
among certain Members of th e House here - - on both sid es of this d ebate and I am not trying to 
single out any one side  -- to bring the southern concept of how things sho uld be done in the 
North . 

Quality Of Membe rs ' Debates 

Mr . Speaker, I mentioned the other day that we had a cou rt case in Coppermine which, I think I used 
the word 11 deteriorated 1 1 and I stil l feel that is a proper word for it, into a copy of what you can 
see on TV  any day -- a copy of a southern cou rtroom d rama . Many people who were present at that, 
including all the eld ers, got up and walked out . Mr . Speaker, I think sometimes in this House, we 
are guil ty of trying to do the same thing . I think there are times that we as k questions, not so 
much for th e purpose of getting an answer, but with the hope of embarrassing someone by as king that 
q uestion . I think th ere are times when we ar e gui l ty of confusing the volume of words, the 
quantity of words, with th e quality of words . I am s u re, Mr . Speaker, if we analyse th e stack of 
Hansards that we have received so far from this session, that we wou l d  find that the majority o f  
words in there could be attributed  t o  a minority of Members . And again, on both sid es, I a m  not 
looking at anyone or aiming at anyone in particular . 

The fact ·that native Members of this Ho use generally ar e not as vocal as non-native Members, and I 
am one of these non-natives, I assu re you, Mr . Speaker, is not because their tongue muscles are any 
less strong than ou rs are . It is th e diff erence in approach . I think that when we talk about a 
desire to divide, that this has contributed to it . 

Mr . Speaker, it is many years ago now that I chose to come to the part of the world whe re  I live 
today . In those days we did not refer to it as Nunavut . It was generally call ed Inuit Nun angat, 
which means the land of th e Inuit people . I chose to go th ere because I wanted a different way of 
lif e from the one that I had in the South or in E urope where I came from . And I certainly found a 
different way of l ife, one which I have liked ever since . I have stayed up there . I married a 
very fine Inuk  lady . I have had five child ren, I have 11 grandchil d ren - - I think . And th ey all 
l ive sti l l in that territory . 

Importance Of Boundary Based On Philosophy 

Mr . Speaker, it is my firm belief that I would not be serving them right if I blind l y  accept a 
boundary which does not at least assu re them of an opportunity to retain th e way of l ife, the 
ph i losophy of l i fe, the b e l ief in how things should be done . Th ere h ave to be some g u ar ant ees for 
this point of vie w before I can agree to any boundary . And Mr . Speak er, the geographical l ine that 
this boundary may take is not nearly as important to me as the philosophical line . When we talk 
about Nunavut, we have been accused of trying to create an Inuit homeland . It was referred to i n  
Mr . MacQ uarrie ' s  spe ech as a ju risdiction which encompasses all Inuit peop l e .  This is not a 
realistic statement, Mr . Speak er . The fact is that the vast majority of Inuit in the world do not 
l ive in the territory which we talk about as Nunavut . The vast majority live in Green l and and in 
Alaska, some in Siberia and even within Canada, Inuit people live in Newfoundland, in Quebec, 
Manitoba . If the Nunavut territory does encompass Inuit peop l e, it is me rely a sma l l  minority of 
the remaining Inuit people . And it is not so much a proposal for a territory which wou l d  u nit e 
that sma l l  little group, it is a territory for people who thin k like that small little group . I 
happen to think like that group, Mr . Speaker . Certainly I am not trying to cr eate an Inuit 
home l and .  I am not an Inu k, but I am trying to cr eate a homeland for myself too, as are Mr . W ray 
and Mr . Patterson . I think the very fact that the three of us are representatives in this House is 
a strong indication that we are not looking - - when we are told that we are looking for an Inuit 
homeland, this is not a racial thing . There are no racial p r eju dices in the area which we have 
chosen to cal l Nunavut . Anyone suggesting that, Mr . Spea ker, shows a distinct lack of knowledge 
and understanding of the situation . Mr .  Speak er, I think al so to say that if a Nunavut territory 
was created using, roughly, the tree line that this wo uld leave the west ern territory too small and 
with not enough land mass, I cannot accept that statement as being corr ect . The western territory 
that would be left if Nunavut was created along the tree line, would be one and one half time s 
bigger than the present Yu kon Te rritory and it would be bigger than all th e provinces, except 
Ontario and Qu ebec , app roximately th e same size as BC. It is not a small te rritory, so why are we 
wasting time arguing about the size of it ? Wherever the bou ndary wi l l  be both territories wil l  
still be very large . 
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The tentative ag reemen t that was reached on the 13th an d 14th of Jan uary in Mr . Mac Quarrie ' s  
s peech it was men tioned that it wa s reached by the member s of the alliance that were present and 
then only by them and by no one else and it is therefore their ag reemen t .  Mr . Mac Quarr i e stated 
that anyone out side that g roup should be perfectly at liberty to c riticize the agreement . I do not 
reall y want to c riticize it bu t I do wan t to point ou t some thi n g s  from it that I disag ree with . 
Mr . MacQuarrie, and I am sorry that I have t o  keep referrin g t o  him, but he presen ted us with s ome 
s t raight forward statemen ts, on page 377 of the tran script of the debates, in his spee ch he 
mentioned that it was a good ag reement, it was the best that co uld be pos sibly wor ked out, it was a 
very fine ag reement . And he men tioned the po ssibility of gen eral acceptance of that ag reemen t 
among the vast  majority of the people of the NW T .  I agree with him 100 per cent bu t only becau se 
that vast  majority of the population of the NWT lives , n  the u rban cen t res  in the West . For them 
it wa s certainly the best pos sible deal . 

A Confirmed Disagreement 

The co- chairman of the western forum, Mr . Sibbeston, has mentioned that on a nu mber of oc casio n s, 
that it was the bes t  po ssible dea l that could have been wor ked ou t .  But that is not the case for 
the people in Nu navut . Mr . Speaker, I s ubmi t to you that that is why the tentative agreemen t that 
was reached on the 13th an d 14th of January very quickly became, not a ten tative ag reemen t but  a 
confirmed disagreement . That in fact no ag reement exists  to this day, I think, i s  obviou s .  We, in 
this Hou se and gover nmen t or society as a whole, I think have accepted that when we wan t the 
opinion of any given community, we listen to the duly elected bodies within that commu nity, s u ch as 
hamlet cou ncils, settlemen t cou ncils, town cou n cils, or whatever . They are the democ ratically 
e l ected people. When we do this, Mr . Speaker, I think we mu st  do it con sistently and not 
selectively . 

Concerning the ten tative ag reement, the Nu navut cauc us  in s t r u c ted it s chairman that they fou nd it 
to be unacceptable . Sin ce that time, all the regional nat ·i ve or ganization s have condemned the 
tentative ag reement : COPE ; both K IAs ; Baffin ; national ITC ; the mayor s of the Beaufor t an d 
Ki tikmeot Region have condemned it ; and a great many other communities an d hamlet co u ncils 
throughou t what we refer to as the Nu navu t area have, by motion s ubmitted to this Hou se, condemned 
it . Surely we mu st accept their opinion in this if we solicit their opin i on s  in an y other thing s .  

Mr . Speaker, there was a s u g gestion that certain powerful members of the Nunavut cau cus  were 
respon sible for these motion s coming in, and Mr . Speaker, I think  that shows something of what I 
mean when I said we are tryin g to int roduce southern concep ts of political procedures into the 
North . Fir st of all I thin k Mr . Curley in particular was referred t o .  I think  anyon e  who would 
s u ggest that Mr . Cu rley directs  the ideas, thou ght s and expres sion s of not only the Nu navu t cau c u s  
b u t  commu nities i n  the Nu navut area generally, is att ribu ting f a r  more power to Mr . Curley than he 
indeed po s s e s s es . I thin k even mo re so it is an in s u l t  t o  the in tell igence an d independence of the 
rest  of u s .  We do not take direction in what we say from an yone bu t ou r constit uen t s .  

Historically Bou n dary Agreement s  Diffic ult 

A s  for the boundary it self, I do not thin k we should be overly disappointed with the fact  that we 
have not at this ses sion been able to endor se or agree on a bou n dary . Hi storic ally bou n daries have 
always been very diffic ult . It wa s mentioned today that in places l ike Ireland or North and South 
Korea, Vietnam, and there was a lit tle border between Denmar k and Germany that was settled in 1864 
and they are still arg uing about that one - - so I do not think we should really be that 
disappointed. I thin k it is a bit pres umpt uou s  that we sho uld thin k that ou r wisdom is so great 
that we should be able to achieve in one session what other people in the world have not been able 
to achieve in some cases for generations .  

Mr . Speaker, I thin k I will ·leave the divi sive i s s ue for now and ret u rn to the is s ue of our youth . 
We mu s t  not forget them . Today on ou r des k s  appeared a copy of the Metis News letter and there is a 
comment by a st udent attending school in Yellowknife from my home community , Ruth Nip tanatiak, and 
she says, 1 1 I thin k the present gover nmen t shou 1 d think of the f u t ure po 1 it i c i a n s . By this I mean, 
they should con sider our poin t of view . After all, we will be r u nnin g the government af ter they 
q uit or retire . "  I do not think we ' should ever lose sight of that . We need them an d whatever 
decisions we make are not made for u s, they are made for our children and for our  g randchildren . 



- 1 1 1 8  -

Mr. Speaker,  I will not go on much longer. I would just like in closing, to point out to the House 
that perhaps the answer to the whole thing has been right in front of us, or in my case behind us 
all this time . What we sometimes cannot find, politically, good reason for, we can look for the 
answers to the artistic community. I would like to refer you to the tapestry on the wall behind 
me. I think it was made in Pelly Bay and there is possibly one panel missing and it was done out 
of good taste and that is the one where we fight and bicker. But it i 1 1  ustrates perhaps what the 
process should be . The f i rst panel on the outside shows to me what the public often think we do, 
we sit around and play games . The second panel shows what we would like to think we do and what we 
probab l y  should be doing, sitting down and talking ov er issues and corninq up with a solution. The 
last panel, Mr. Speaker, arid it is my hope that we might achieve that someday, that we may come up 
with something that is so great that we wi l l  get up and dance for joy. Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Pedersen. Any further replies to the Commissioner ' s  Address ? That 
concludes ' Item 2. Item 3, Ministers' statements . Mr. Patterson. 

IT EM 3 :  M INISTERS' STAT EMENT S 

Minister ' s  Statement On Expo ' 86 

HON. DENN IS PATTERSON :  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . It gives me great pleasure to announce at this 
time, several Expo ' 86 initiatives to compl ement those announced by my colleague, the honourable 
Mr. Curley, in this House the other day . 

Last fall, Mr. Curley provided us with details concerning the types of messages that would be 
presented in the NWT pavilion at Expo ' 86 -- our rich cultural heritage, the development of our 
non-renewable resource sector, the significance of the harvest of our natural resources, and our 
future. Recently, Mr. Speaker, we have also been prov ided with details concerning the appearance 
and operations of the pavilion. 

I � sure you will agree that Mr. Curley's staff have come up with an exciting design that does 
reflect the spirit of the North. However, without exceptional floor staff in 1986 the pavilion 
will not be a success. Mr. Speaker, I cJTI pleased to announce that Sharon Firth has been contracted 
by my department to help Mr. Curley' s staff locate the best ambassadors from cJTiong our youth to 
work at the pavilion. She will travel across the Territories later this year, speaking in our 
schools and at other gatherinqs to inform our young people of these numerous job opportunities . Up 
to 100  people will be required as information guides, maintenance staff, salespersons in the 
pavilion boutique. 

In the spring of 1 986 , Sharon will work with those who are selected to work in the pavilion, to 
im prove their knowledge of the NWT and to help prepare then for living and working in the city of 
Vancouver. She will also live in the NWT staff residence and provide counselling services. The 
pre-employment training and the on-site counselling services will be especially important for the 
pr oject staff who have been raised in our smaller communities and have not yet had the opportun "ity 
to travel outside of the Ter ritories or work for an extended period of time away from family and 
fr i ends . Ms Firth is well qualified for this assignment. She knows vlnat it is like to leave home 
at an early age, travel, and meet with people from around the world. Her experience will prove 
invaluabl e  in helping us to identify those best qualified, and in preparing them for their six 
month term of employment in Vancouver. 

On a second point, Mr. Speaker, the United Nations has designated 1 985 as the Year of the Youth. 
To assist in commemorating the Year of the Youth and to help Mr. Curley's . staff in presenting the 
NWT at Expo ' 86 to the people of the world, the Department of Education wil l be organizing a poster 
competition. School classes across the NWT will be asked to design a poster which shows 
southerners interestinq facts about their community -- the wildlife, the community itself, their 
history, or perhaps their love of the land. It will be their choice. The submitted posters will 
then be reviewed, and then the best of then will be made into postcards for our pavilion visitors. 
Who better to tell our story than our youth? The poster contest will help in showcasing the 
artistic talents of young northerners, and provide a personal invitation for pavilion visitors to 
trav el to the Northwest Ter ritories. 
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On a th i rd po i n t , PWA h a s recen t l y an nou nced th at they wi l l  p rov i d e free a i r p a s s e s  for numerous  
NWT  students  an d t h e i r e scorts to trave l to  Ex p o  1 8 6 .  A co n t e st w i l l  be  h e l d  to det ermi ne who 
s hou l d  rec e i v e a free return  t i c ket to V ancouver from PWA . As we l l ,  the Royal B an k  has  ag reed to 
p rov i de a th r ee d ay entrance pass  to the fa i r ,  for the wi n n i n g s t udents  an d the i r e scort s . My 
s t aff w i l l  a ss i s t i n  i nformi ng s t u d en t s  o f  th e PWA/ Royal B an k  contest , wi l l  h e l p i n  org an i z i n g th e 
compet i t i o n ,  and i n  mak i n g trave l  arr angements for t h e  studen t s . Th i s  w i l l  be a once i n  a l i fet i me 
opport u n i ty for many of our  youth to v i ew an d expe r i ence  the wor l d 1 s fa i r .  

Mr . Spe aker , I wou l d  al so l i k e to deal  w i th  Th e b ach a Co l l eg e  an d t h e  p av i l i on pro j ect . A s  you 
know , the  p av i l i on w i l l  cont a i n  a 1 70- seat restaurant wh i ch feat ures o ur co un t ry fo od s . About 
100 , 000 peop l e  are ex pected to eat i n  o ur  re s t au r an t . Th e r e  has  b ee n  much d i s c u s s i on in  th e 
As s emb l y  concern i n g the poten t i a l  s i g n i f i c ance of the  h arve st of o ur r enewabl e reso urces , to t h e  
economy o f  our sm al l commun i t i es .  We h av e  f i sh  and me at pro d u c t s  wh i c h we co u l d  export t o  t h e  
South an d t o  o t h e r  countr i es .  I know  th at t h e  Dep artmen ts o f  Renewab l e  Reso urces and  Econ om i c  
Dev e l opmen t and To u r i sm w i l l  b e  u t i l i z i n g ou r government 1 s part i c i pat i on  at Ex po ' 86 t o  i n form 
wh o l e s a l ers  and d i s t r i butor s  of t he av ai l ab i l i t y and un i q ueness  o f  NWT food prod uc t s . Th eb ach a 
cook i ng c l asses  w i l l  a l s o  he l p  through  th e d ev e l opmen t of m en u s  wh i c h wi l l  show sou t h erners  t h e  
m any d e l i c i o us  ways th at o u r  food prod u c t s  c an b e  prepared an d s er v ed . W e  w i l l  work wi th arct i c  
c h ar , m u s k -ox , re i ndee r ,  trout , wh i t ef i sh and s ome o f  th e l e ss kn own but po ten t i al l y  commer c i a l l y  
exp l o i t ab l e spec i es s u ch as bu rbot and bl ack  c od .  I n  add i t i on ,  Thebacha  Co l l ege w i l l  p ar t i c i pat e  
i n  th e t r a i n i ng o f  ou r restau r ant st aff . 

I n  con c l us i o n ,  Mr . Speaker , I w i l l  work wi th  Mr . Cur l ey to he l p hi m i n  ach i ev i n g h i s target of  
h i r i ng our best amb as s ad ors f rom both our l arge and  smal l c ommun i t i e s r i ght ac ro ss  the  NWT,  i n  
presen t i ng t h e  North  at Expo 1 86 t o  the peop l e of th e wor l d ,  i n  ad v an c i ng ou r ren ewab l e re sou rc e  
eco nomy , an d i n  as s i s t i ng  some of  o u r  yo u n g  p eo p l e  i n  t r ave l l i ng t o  Vancouv er . Our p ar ti c i pat i o n  
a t  Expo 1 86 wi l l  prov i d e a n  exc e l l en t  opp ortun i ty for many of o u r  yo uth t o  v i ew an d exper i'e nce  
f i r st-h and m any c u l t ures from aro u n d  t he wor l d ,  a nd  a l so p rov i de s ome wi th  v e ry u s efu l and  
reward i ng exper i ence . Th ank you . 

- - - App l au s e  

MR . SP EAKER : Th ank  yo u .  Are th ere  any fu rther  Mi n i sters • st atements ?  I tem 4 ,  or a l  q u e st i on s .  
Mr . B al l antyne . 

I TEM 4 :  ORAL QUESTIONS  

Quest i on 199-85 ( 1 ) : Y e l l owk n i fe E d ucat i on D i str i ct N o . 1 ,  Request  For  Ad d i t i o na l  Portab l e s 

MR .  BAL LANTYN E :  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . I h ave a cou p l e  of q uest i o ns for t he M i n i ster of 
E d ucat i on .  Th e f i r s t  quest i o n con cerns  a requ e st fo r th ree add i t i on a l p or t ab l e s  fo r Yel l owk n i fe 
Ed ucat i o n Di st r i ct No . 1 .  Mr . Pat t er son i s  aware th at t h e re was an u nexpecte d i ncre ase i n  
enro l ment th i s  ye ar . Th e M i n i ster  h as re spo nded  to  th e or i g i n a l req u e st fo r add i t i on al portab l e s  
an d t h e  schoo l  d i str i ct rec e i ved two a t  th i s  po i nt i n  t i me an d they j u st made t h e  reque st on M ar ch 
5th , b ut they ar e l oo k i ng for th ree mo re . 

Q uest i o n  200-85 ( 1 ) : Y e l l owk n i fe Educat i o n D i s tr i ct No . 1 ,  F u n d s  For P l an n i ng New Schoo l 

I n  a l e tter to the M i n i ster l ast fal l from the schoo l  d i str i ct ,  a request  was mad e  for some fu nds  
to  s t art p l an n i ng  for  the n ew schoo l wh i ch h a s  been p l an ned for 1988 .  Now  th at th ere i s  some 
po s s i b i l i ty of mov i n g  th at schoo l ah ead one year ear l i e r ,  there i s  a need for th e edu cati on 
d i s tr i ct to  h ave some funds so th at th ey c an st art t he p l an n i n g  proc e s s  an d st art sett i ng up the 
necess ary ag reemen t s  for the c i ty to en sure th at there  i s  ad equ at e prov i s i on of sewer and wat er an d 
other i nfr astruct ures . Th ank you . 

MR . S P EAKER : Th at i s  a beau t i fu l  comb i n at i on of quest i ons . O ne for the  l oan of eq u i pme nt and one  
to b u i l d  a new  schoo l . Mr . Patterson , wo u l d  yo u att empt to an swer th at? 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTERSON : Yes , th ank ' yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . I th i nk  it  wo u l d  be ea s i er to sen d th e 
Member 1 s const i t uent s •  st udents to E s k i mo Po i nt th an to move E s k i mo Po i nt portabl es to Ye l l owkn i fe .  

HON . GOR DON WRAY : Sure,  we can do that . 
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R eturn To Quest i on 199 -85 ( 1 ) : Yellowkn i fe Educat i on D i str i ct No. 1, Requ est For Add i ti onal 
Portables 

HON. D E N N IS PATTERSON : Speak i ng more ser i ously, Mr. Spea ker. We d i d  get a letter frcm the 
Yel l owkni fe School D i str i ct No. 1 express i ng a def i n i te nee d  for  two portables, i n  letters of 
October and December of 1984. So I responded and the F i nanci al Management Board app roved  those two 
po rtables and a further $800,000 on top of th e $ 5 50,000 wh i ch had been commi tted to  th e coming 
fi sca l year, wh i ch also prov i ded classroom add i t i ons in  both school di str i cts. 

S i nce then I am aware of t�e further request. Now, they want thr e e  more po rtables wh i ch would cost 
$ 3 50, 000 approxi mately. I note that i n  the i r  letters th ey suggested th ese portables would av o i d  
any i ncrease i n  class si z es. To answe r the Member's quest i on, Mr. Spea ker, th e subse quent re quest 
di d come i n  too late to be cons i dered i n  the submi ss i on I made to th e Execut i v e  Counci l. Howev er, 
it may st i ll be poss i ble to do someth i ng. It i s  poss i ble for example that e xi st i ng portables may 
be avai lable from other  reg i ons. Not the Keewat i n Regi on but regi ons a l i ttle cl oser. And there  
may be  so�e flex i bi l i ty i n  our cap i tal p l an once t enders for current p roj ects come i n, in  the next 
sho rt wh i le .  I cannot make a commi tment to day but I wi ll look  i nto i t  and I should ma k e  a deci s i on 
soon. I know i t  i s  necessary to ma ke a deci s i on so on, poss i bly by the end of th i s  wee k .  

Return t o  Quest i on 200-85 ( 1 ) : Yellowkni fe Educat i on D i str i ct N o. 1, Funds For  Plann i ng New Schoo l  

Secondly, Mr. Speaker. On th e quest i on of  early plann i ng f o r  the Frame La ke  South school. I d i d  
tell the Member that I was loo k i ng i nto th e poss i b i l ity o f  mov i ng th e constructi on date ahead from 
1988-89 where it is presently scheduled. No deci s i on has yet b e en made on that change. rbwever, I 
do understand that land assembly i n  such matters i s  compli cat ed, mor e  compli cated in a c ity. 
Therefore, I w i l l  see i f  we can f i nd a way to f i nanci ally ass i st the school board i n  star t i ng ear l y  
plann i ng although I a m  aware that they already actually hav e  started do i ng some wor k. Perhaps we 
can f i nd a way of g i v i ng them extra ass i stance. I should say, it is not go i ng to be easy, Mr. 
Speaker,  because the cap i tal plan is v ery ti ght at the moment. But I recogn i z e  the needs -and I 
w i l l  do my best. Thank you. 

HON. BR UCE McLAU GHL I N : R i ght after we take care of the sewage problem. 

MR. S P EAKER : Thank you, Mr. Mi ni ster. Oral quest i ons. Mr. Gargan. 

Qu est i on 201-85 ( 1 ) : R ental Rates For  Housi ng Associ at i on Employees 

MR. GARGAN : Thank you, Mr. M i n i ster. I would li ke to d i r ect my quest i on to the M i n i ster of 
Hous i ng. Agai n i t  is w i th regard to the quest i on I ref erred to th e Leader yesterday. In my own 
ar ea of Fort P ro v i dence, I di scuss e d  some top i cs w i th the manager of the Hous i ng Corporati on and he 
sa i d  that employees of th e associ at i on are be i ng charged $150 a month for rent i f  they ar e li v ing 
in publi c hous i ng. I would li ke to as k the M in i ster i f  that is standard pract i ce, i n  v i ew  of the 
fact that we do hav e rental scales that are used at the moment r i ght across the Terr i tor i es. 

M R. SP EAKER : Mr. Wray. 

R etu rn To Qu est i on 197 -85 ( 1 ) : Hous i ng Assoc i ati on Rental Rates For  Staff, And Quest i on 201-85 ( 1 ) : 
R ental Rates For  Housi ng Assoc i at i on Employees 

HON. GORDON WRAY : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I had a return to that quest i on I gather ed wh i ch was 
asked yesterday by the Member. It was a return to oral Quest i on 197 -85 ( 1 ). Bas i cally the answer 
that has be en p rov i ded to me from my off i c i als is that employees of hous i ng assoc i ati ons are 
subj ect to the same i ncome assessment as def i ned i n  the NWT rent scale as ev ery other tenant. And 
as of yesterday, March 26th, all employees wi th the Fort P rov i dence hous i ng assoc i at i on are pay i ng 
r ent as determi ned by th e rent scale. But i f  th e Member has i nformat i on to th e contrary, then I 
would be pleased to rece i ve i t  and I w i ll undertake  further to check i nto i t  on h i s  behalf. 

MR. SP EAK ER : Thank you, Mr . M i n i ster. Mr. T 1 Sele i e .  
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Question 202-85 ( 1 ) : Ter ms Of Reference, Norman Wells P roject Assessment Committee 

MR . T ' SELE I E :  Th ank you, Mr. Speaker . My question is for Mr . Nerysoo, the Gover nmen t Leader . 
Yesterday in the reply to my question concerning Norman Wells, the Minister indicated th at a sm all 
s teering committee consisting of key gover nmen t st aff would be conducting an assessmen t of Nor man 
Wells and the experiences of this government . I would like to ask the Minister if he cou l d  tell me 
wh at the terms of reference of this committee are and as well, which GN W T  key governmen t st aff are 
on this commit tee . In  view of the f act th at this commit tee will be placi n g  its repor t before the 
Executive by June, I wou l d  like to have th at information p rovided to me as soon as possibl e. 

MR . SP EAKER : Mr . Minister . 

Return  To Question 202-85 ( 1 ) : Terms Of Reference, Norman Wells P roject Assessment Committee 

HON . R ICHAR D NER YSOO : Th ank you, Mr . Spe aker. I do not have all the det ails with regard to the 
individu als th at are involved, but I do know some of the departments : the Department of Renew able 
Resources ; the Dep artmen t of Economic Developmen t and Tou rism ; Energy, Mines and Resources 
Secret ari at ; the Executive ;  Region al Oper ations Secret ari at ; and someone represen tin g  the Inuvik 
Region and Fort Smith Region. I would be prep ared to p rovide the actu al det ails of terms of 
reference .  There are no specific t erms of reference but each h as had an opportunity over the past 
few years to do some work in those p articular areas and to t ake on the responsib i lity th at has been 
requested of us . So in th at sense we h ave no par ticular t erms of referen ce but are doing an 
over all assessmen t of the project itself, and all elemen ts th at were associated to the project . 
But I can cert ainly p rovide a written reply, Mr . Speaker, of fur ther det ails that I do not have 
information on now . Th ank you, Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you, Mr . Nerysoo . Or al questions .  Supplemen t ary, Mr . T ' Seleie . 

Supplement ary To Question 202 -85 ( 1 ) : Terms Of Reference, Norman Wells P roject Assessment Committee 

MR . T ' SELEI E :  Mr . Speaker, I wonder if I could ask Mr . Nerysoo if in his reply to me if he could 
p rovide any i n formation th at would constitute wh at you might call terms of re ference for the 
committee . 

M R . SPEAKER : Mr . Nerysoo .  

Further Return To Question 202-85 ( 1 ) : Terms Of Referen ce, Norman Wells Project Assessmen t 
Committee 

HON . R IC HARD N ERYSOO: Mr . Speaker , I indic ated th at I would be providin g the letter to the 
honour able Member with regard to the work th at is going to be done . Th ank you. 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you . Mr . Gargan. 

Question 203 -85 ( 1 ) : Employmen t  Of Operators For Pipeline Subst ations 

MR. GARGAN :  Th ank you, Mr. Speaker . I would like to direct my question to the Leader of the 
House . I believe it is in April th at they are goin g to be officially openin g the oil pipeline to 
the South . I believe it w as in 197 3 or 197 4 th at they had a program under NOR TRAN, I think it w as 
c alled, Arctic Gas, at th at time, where people have been t r ained in the area of gas tr ansmission 
oper ators . I would just like to ask the Minister whether any direction is being considered with 
regard to these individu als th at did t ake the tr aining, to be oper ators in these substations along 
t he pipeline, if and when it does open . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Minister . 

Return  To Question 203-85 ( 1 ) : Employment  Of Oper ators For Pipeline Subst ations 

HON . R ICHAR D NER YSOO : Mr . Speaker, I 'am not aw are of any recruiting program of th at n atu re .  It is 
really not up to this government to recru i t  people for th at par ticular project . If the Member is 
suggesting th at we in tervene and ensure th at those individu als are recruited or th at we get a l ist 
of individu als th at could be qu alified to do the job, then cer t ainly we could do th at . But we are 
not recruiting on beh alf of the comp any itself. The actu al responsibility is not my 
responsibility . It f alls within the h ands of the Minister of Economic Devel opment and Tourism . 
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MR. SPEA K ER : Mr. Gargan. 

Su pplementary To Question 203-85 ( 1 ) : Employment Of Operators For Pipeline S u b stations 

MR. GAR GAN : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I believe before the approval of the pipeli ne was to go 
ahead , there was something like $10 million that was s upposed to be u sed for training in the area 
of oil production or oil transportation . I am ju st wondering whether the Leader of the Government 
knows how that money was u sed and whether the training that did take place , did benef i t ,  or are the 
oil companies taking advantage of the people that did take training in whatever field it i s ,  toward 
the oil companies ?  

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Minister. 

F u rther Return To Question 20 3-85 ( 1 ) : Employment Of Operators For Pipeline Sub stations 

HON. R I C HARD NERYSOO: Mr. Speaker, I indicated before to the Members of the Hou se that with regard 
to the $ 10 million that wa s allocated for training, some $7. 9 million was not spent. It was not 
s pent becau se we were again trying to work with the Dene Nation on developing the appropriate 
programs and I can table in this Hou se that information. That money was not spent. The reality is  
that we  were not as  a government re sponsible for the non-expenditu re of those moneys bu t certain 
i s s ues  arose. I believe again the Member was al so aware, at the time the discus sions took place on 
the negotiation for the money, there was an ongoing debate about who would admini ster the money. 
Not who would be key in developing the programs but who would administer the money. We debated 
that i s s ue some two years and there was a committee that wa s set up to recommend direction . Only 
up to a little over three million dollars I bel ieve was spent on training of native people. And in 
fact, not only native people , but peop l e  in the NWT. I believe a lot of the money also went to 
community project s. So we l o st as of right now, we do not have that seven million dollars that we 
had an opportunity to u se. So it is gone. But I will table in this Hou se, a document that shows 
where we did not spend that money. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER : Oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Q uestion 204-85 ( 1 ) :  Ye l l owknife Separate School District B u dget 

MR. MacQUARR I E :  Thank you , Mr. Speaker. I have a question for the Minister of Education with 
respect to Yel l owknife Education District No . 2 ,  the separate school district in Yellowknife. I t  
seems that a situation, Mr. Minister, may occu r again which occu rred a couple of years ago and that 
is with the amount of increase in the annual bu dget. Although the intention, it appears , is to try 
to match it to increases in the territorial government schoo l system, the fact that the board is 
already locked into certain incrementa l payments would mean th at an increase of , l et ' s say three 
per cent , in their budget , wou l d  not really represent an increa se in three per cent and it could 
represent a decrea se. So, cou l d  I ask whether the Minister is aware of this difficulty? Whether 
he can indicate what percentage increase in budget will be in effect for next year for that school 
district? And finally, whether a figure ha s been set but it did not take into account the 
incremental increases that they are locked i nto? Whether he would reconsider it with that in mind? 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Minister. 

Return To Q uestion 204-85 ( 1 ) :  Yellowknife Separate School District Bu dget 

HON . DENN I S  PATTERSON : Yes ,  thank you , Mr. Speaker. I think that alarm about preci sely what will 
be given by way of per pupil grants in the separate school board, is a litt l e  bit premature. Maybe 
I can explain. The main estimates approved by this  Hou se did inclu de .a 5. 5 price and enrolment 
increase over l a st year. The school districts were advi sed that this included a three per cent 
price increase. However , I would like to stress  and I believe the boards were told this, that 
the se are onl y  estimate s, since the actual grants are based on an agreed-to formula. The formu la, 
as  the Member may know , depends on actual costs in the Hay River , Fort Smit h area and projected 
s chool di strict enrolment. We are stil l awaiting definite figures for 1984 -85, so we really cannot 
at this  point give any cl ear indication of what the new per pupil grant w i ll be. The formula 
automatically incorporates increases for both price and enrolment and as far as the increments with 
the sa l ary increment s are concerned , they wi 1 1  be based on similar increments granted to pu b 1 i c 
servant teachers in the school s south of the l ake. 
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We are ,  I am i nformed , ab out to s i t  d own to d i s cu s s  i n  det a i l t h e  g r an ts  once  th i s  1 984-85 year end 
d at a  i s  av a i l ab l e .  So  I t h i n k  the n umbers th at are in  t he b u dget sho u l d  b e  seen as  on l y  t en t a t i ve 
h o l d i ng f i g u re s ,  and I wou l d  u rge  the b o ards  to aw ai t the d et a i l ed di scu s s i on s  th at w i l l  sho r t l y  
occu r .  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Speaker . 

MR . S P EAKER : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Pat t erson . O r a l  q u est i o ns . Mr . Gargan . 

Quest i on 205 -85 ( 1 ) : NWT Ducks  U n l i m i t ed Progr am 

MR . GAR GAN : Th an k you ,  Mr . Speak er . I wou l d l i ke to d i r ect my qu est i on to t he M i n i ster of 
R enewab l e  Resources  w i t h  reg ard to Du c k s  Un l i m i t ed . It i s  an i nd ependent  g roup  th at are q u i t e  
concerned  about t he d u ck popu l at i on .  I b e l i eve there  was an agreement s i g n ed wi th t h e  Y u k on 
g over nme nt w i th reg ard to  th i s  p art i c u l ar g roup . I wou l d  l i ke to ask  th e M i n i ster  wheth er any 
i n i t i at i ve h a s  been c on s i dered po s s i b l y wi t h  regard to i mp l emen t i n g  th at type of p rog ram , s i m i l ar 
to the Yukon  wi t h  the  Northwest Te rr i tor i e s ?  

MR . SP EAKER : M s  Co u rnoyea . 

R eturn  To Quest i on 205-85 ( 1 ) : NWT Ducks  U n l i m i ted  P rogram 

HON . NELL I E  COUR NOYEA : Mr . Sp e aker , yesterday Ducks  Un l i m i t ed was ·i ndeed i n  Ye l l owk n i fe an d h av e  
been  spend i n g  some t i me i n  Ye l l owkn i fe ,  h ad a fund  r ai s i n g act i v i ty wi th i n  Ye l l owkn i fe and d i d  
q u i te w e  1 1 . W e  have  bee n speak i n g t o  Du c k s  U n  1 i m i t ed for abou t  a year an d they ar e qu i t e  
i nterested i n  e s t ab l i s h i n g an off i ce i n  Y e l l owkn i fe and d o i ng  some work w i th t h e  Northwest 
Ter r i to r i es g overnment . Th e Yukon h as s i g ned an ag reemen t and Ducks Un l i m i t ed wou l d  p rov i de $2 . 2  
m i l l i on on wet l ands i n  the next 10 ye ar s i n  t he  Yukon for the  d ev e l o pment of these . Ducks  
Un l i m i t ed i s  i nterested i n  s i g n i ng an  ag reemen t at some po i n t i n  t i me w ith  th e Northwest 
Terr i tor i es .  We do not h ave any ag reement th at ex i s t s  b etwe en our govern ment and Duc k s  U n l i mi ted 
r i ght now and up to  th i s  po i nt Du c k s  Un l i m i ted h as ag reed to  co - spon sor a sm al l wet l and s p roj ect 
w i t h Hab i t at Canad a  w i th i n  t h e  Northwest  Terr i to r i es . We were f u l l y  i nformed of th at .  Th e p roj ect 
w i l l  be m an aged  by Hab i t at Can ad a man ag emen t sect i on .  

The proj ect i s  d e s i g ned , r i ght  now, to e x am i n e  the potent i a l wet l and  c l ass i f i c at i on system and t o  
b eg i n i dent i fyi n g  wet l ands  i mport ant t o  w i l d l i fe i n  t h e  Northwe st Terr i tor i e s .  Th e work i s  
app l i c ab l e  to the l and  u s e  p l an n i ng an d conserv at i on task  for ce  i n i t i at i v e s . The one g o al  of th e 
p roject i s  to i n v o l ve t h e  Government of the Northwest  Terr i tor i e s i n  th i s  p rogram.  In  the p ast i t  
h as b ee n  the fed era l  government th at has  b een  i nv o l ved s o  we ar e qu i t e en couraged w i t h  th e 
tentat i ve arr angements t h at are p l anned to be set up and we wi l l  b e  d o i n g  th at i n  con su l tat i on w i t h  
the  v ar i ou s  n at i ve org an i z at i ons  w h o  wou l d  be poss i b l y  i nv o l ved i n  i d en t i fyi ng the  areas th at are 
i mport ant . Th ank you . 

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank you , Ms M i n i st er . Mr . Gargan . 

Supp l ement ary To Quest i on 205 -85 ( 1 ) :  NWT Duck s U n l i m i t ed Program 

MR . GARGAN : Ag a i n ,  my quest i on i s  to the M i n i ster of Renewab l e  R esources . I b e l i eve that th i s  
g roup does reveget at i on i n  the wat ers  for waterfowl to graze on . I wou l d  l i ke to as k the  M i n i ster 
whether th i s  g roup wo u l d  j eopard i ze the ab or i g i n a l  h unter s  or t r appers i n  the  Nort h ?  

MR . SP EAKER : M s  Cournoyea . 

F u rther Return  To Quest i on 205-85 ( 1 ) : NWT Duc k s  U n l i m i ted Progr am 

HON . N EL L I E  COURNOYEA : Mr-. Speaker , i n  an swer to th at ,  t h e  Nor thwest  Terr i t or i e s gov er nme nt and 
the  Department of Renewab l e  Resources  wo u l d not emb ark on  any re stor at i o n  or work wi t hout  
cons u l t i n g  the  peo p l e  th at are  i mmed i at e l y i n v o l ved wi th the areas  an d the h ab i tats th at po s s i b l y  
c ou l d h ave some work  done  on them . We cert a i n l y  i n tend t o  c arry out th at type of i n v o l vemen t an d 
w i th the  fund i n g  t o  h unters  and t r appers assoc i at i ons ,  we fee l th at t hey wo u l d  be i n  a far better 
p o s i t i o n to work  wi th us c l ose l y .  So we d o  not i ntend t o  arb i t r ar i l y  go about m ak i ng these  
i n i t i at i ves wi thout the i n vo l vement of  them.  Th ank you . 

MR . SP EAKER : Th ank you . Ora l  quest i o ns . Mr . MacQuar ri e .  
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Quest i on 206-85 ( 1 ) : Meeti ng Wi th Yel l owkn i fe As soc i ati on Of Concerned Ci t i zens For Sen i ors 

MR . Mac QUARR IE:  A questi on for the Mi n i ster of Hea l th and Soc i a l  Serv i ces . We apprec i ate that the 
Mi n i ster was able to tentati vel y he l p  the Yel l owkn i fe Assoc i ati on of Concerned Ci ti zens for Sen iors 
to f i nd some property to bu i l d a sen i or c i ti zen s f ac i l i ty on, but I know that had to do p artl y with 
the hosp i tal board g i v i ng app rov a l  to the l and i n  questi on and I know the Mi ni ster was meet i ng l ast 
ni ght w i th the board . Can I a s k  the Mi n i ster what are the res u l ts of  the meeti ng? 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Mi n i ster . 

Retu rn To Questi on 206-85 ( 1 ) : Meet i ng W ith Yel l owkn i fe Assoc i ati on Of Concerned Ci ti zen s  For 
Sen i or s  

HON . BR UCE McLAUGHL I N :  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . Yes, I met wi th the hosp i tal board l ast n i ght wi th 
my deputy mi n i ster, as s i stant deputy mi n i ster, the pre s i dent of Yel l owkn i fe Assoc i ati on of 
Concerned · Ci ti zens for Sen i ors and the board member s of the Yel l owkn i fe Stanton Hos p i tal . They 
were very favou r abl e to the concept of hav i ng the new persona l  c are f ac i l i ty b u i l t  i n  the hosp i t al 
area .  They cou l d  see the w i sdom of that as a l ong-term objecti ve for del i ver i ng programs to the 
aged i n  Yel l owkn i fe .  But , due to the fact th at they do have j u r i sd i cti on over the hosp i ta l  they 
have some concerns about the present exi sti ng pati ent s erv i ces  and p roper del i very and oper at ion of 
the hosp i tal  du r i ng the constru cti on per i od and the two years after that whi l e  they wi l l  st i l l  be 
on that s i te .  I do not be l ieve that thei r c oncern s  c annot be overcome by an agreement between the 
Yel l owkn i fe assoc i at i on and the hosp i tal board . In fact, the p re s i dent of YACCS, Mrs . Brom l ey, 
of fered them a seat on the project commi ttee for the con str ucti on of the per sonal care f ac i l ity and 
the hos p i tal board has  accepted that as we l l .  So I th i nk al l we have to do now i s, si nce we have  
ach i eved the ma i n  objecti ve at the meet i ng whi ch was to get thei r app rov a l  to l oc ate the per sonal 
c are f ac i l i ty on the s i te, i s  j u st to accommodate everybody's hopes and asp i r ati ons in th i s  project 
on that s i te and I am s ure that we c an do i t .  Thank you, Mr . S peaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you . Or a l  questi ons . Mr . G argan . 

Questi on 207 -85 ( 1 ) : G as Tr an smi s s i on Oper ator s 

MR . GARGAN : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I wou l d  l i ke to d i rect my q uest ion again  to the Leader of the 
Government and i t  i s  i n  regard to the tr ansmi s s i on oper ati on of the oi l p i pe l i ne .  There were qu i te 
a number of  res i dents from the North that d i d take two to three years of tr a i n ing as gas 
tran sm i s s i on oper ators and that tr a i n i ng wou l d  be wasted i f  they do not get po s i t i ons  in  that 
p arti c u l ar area . I wou l d  l i ke to ask  the Mi n i ster, i n  negoti at i ng or i n  d i s cu ss i ons wi th the major 
corpor ati ons , that he wou l d  request poss ib l y that these peop l e  be con s i dered for pos i t i on s .  

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Mi n i ster . 

Return To Q uesti on 207 -85 ( 1 ) : Gas Tr ansmi s s i on Oper ator s 

HON . R ICHARD  NER YSOO :  Th ank you,  Mr . Speaker . I wi l l  take the Member's adv i ce on any di sc u s s i ons 
that the government has wi th regard to emp l oyment of northern peop le  on the stat ions . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you . Are there any further or al quest ions ? 

I tem 5, wr i tten questi ons . Are there any wr i tten questi ons ?  Item 6, returns . Are there any 
returns today? Mr . McL augh l i n .  

I TEM 6 :  RETURNS 

Return To Questi on s  65-85 ( 1 ) ,  129-85 ( 1 ) And 1 56-85 ( 1 ) : Veh i c l e  For Gr i se F i ord 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHL I N :  Yes ,  thank you, Mr . Speaker . I h ave a return to wr i tten Quest i on 65-85 ( 1 ) , 
ora l  Quest i on 129-85 ( 1 ) and or al Ques\i on 1 56-85 ( 1 ) ,  as ked by Mr . Pudl u k  on Febru ary 12th and 18th, 
1985 and March 18th, 1985, concern i ng the veh i c l e  to tran sport pati ents i n  Gr i se F i ord .  

I have pursued the honourabl e Member ' s  concern about the l ack o f  an adequ ate vehi c l e  to transport 
p ati ents wi th i n  the commun i ty of Gr i se F i ord.  Hea l th and Wel fare Canada has adv i sed that the extr a 
veh i c l e  they have i n  Resol ute Bay i s  not adequ ate for oper ati on i n  the Arcti c and i s  bei ng returned 
to the manu facturer . The Hon . Gordon Wray, Mi n i ster of Publ i c  Work s ,  has adv i sed me th at h i s 
dep artment i s  not abl e  to tender for and pu rchase a vehi c l e  in  ti me for th i s  years  seal i ft .  
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However , he h as suggested th at DPW cou l d  construct  a b ox over one  of th e ex i s t i ng GN WT veh i c l e s i n  
o rd er to t r an s po rt stretch er c ases wh en neces s ary.  The Hon .  N i ck S i bbeston ,  M i n i ster of Lo c a l 
Gov er nment , has  ad v i sed th at 11 Th e h a l f ton p i c k -up schedu l e d for 1 987 -88 cou l d  be up g r ad ed t o  a 
S uburban i n  t h at ye ar . 11  Howev er , he h as a l so adv i s e d  th at the pres ent h a l f  ton  f i re p i c k - u p cou l d 
b e  mod i f i ed by i n st a l l i ng a f i b r eg l ass  top u n i t .  

I sho u l d  al so po i n t ou t to Mr . Pu d l u k  t h at a l arge  he ated MOT tra i l er wh i ch wi l l  ad equ at e l y  
accommo d ate med i v acs  i s  sched u l ed for t h i s  ye ars s ummer s e a l i ft t o  Gr i se F i o rd .  The Dep artme nt of 
P u b l i c  Wor k s  an d Hi g hways wi l l  l oo k  at the suggested p o ss i b l e  veh i c l e  mod i f i c at i on an d i n  
c onj u n ct i on wi th t h e  sett l ement  counc i l ,  recommen d t h e  most s u i tab l e s o l u t i on t o  meet the  n eeds fo r 
med i c al t r an sportat i o n i n  Gr i se F i ord . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank  yo u .  Are there  any fu rther  ret u r n s ?  Mr . Nerysoo . 

Return  To Quest i on 1 7 6-85 ( 1 ) : Emergency L i gh t s ,  Northern  U n i t e d  P l ace 

HON . R I C HARD NERYSOO : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . Th i s  i s  a ret u r n  to oral Qu e s t i o n  176-85 ( 1 ) ,  as k ed 
by Mr . Pud l u k on March 2 3rd , 1985,  wi th reg a rd to Nort hern  Un i t ed P l ace eme rge ncy l i ght i ng .  

I n  response t o  t h e  ques t i o n  r a i sed by the h o no u r ab l e  Memb er for t he H i gh Arct i c  w i th reg a rd t o  
emergency l i g ht i ng f or Northern  Un i ted P l ac e ,  I c an a ssure  th e honou rab l e  Member t h at the  bu i l d i n g 
i s  e q u i pped  w i th an emergency l i ght i n g system . Wh at h app ened on the  occas i on i n  que s t i on whe n 
port i o n s  of th e bu i l d i n g were b l acked out i s  t h at both  the  f i re al arm system an d th e emerg en cy 
generator  were acti v ated by a power s urge i n  NCPC  powe r  s upp l y  t o  Northern  Un i ted  P l ace . Norm al l y  
whe n  there  i s  a power l os s  o r  a power surge  o f  th i s  k i nd  t o  th e bu i l d i ng ,  a n  au tom at i c  t r an sfer 
sw i t ch st arts the emer gency generator and bypasse s  the  n ormal  power s upp l y . On the o cc a:s i on i n  
q uest i o n ,  there  was  a m a l funct i on i n  the  t r an sfer sw i t ch wh i c h c aused  th e b l ack out to p arts  o f  th e 
b u i l d i ng .  Th i s  pro b l em h a s  now been corrected an d a l l sys tems are wor k i n g  p roper l y .  

MR . SP EAKER : Th ank you .  Are th ere any fur t h er r et u r n s ?  M s  Cournoye a .  

Return  T o  Quest i on 183-85 ( 1 ) : Tr av e l  Fund i ng For I n u i t  Mu s i c i an s  

HON . N EL L I E  COUR NOY EA : Mr . Speake r ,  I h ave a return t h at was g i ven to me b y  Hon .  N i ck S i b beston t o  
pre sent . I t  i s  a que st i o n as ked by Mr . Ar l ook t oo o n  M ar ch 25 , 1 985 , regar d i ng  I n u i t  mus i c i an s  
tr av el f u n d i ng . 

We are i n  t he process  of e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e  NWT Ad v i sory Co unc i l  for t he Art s .  Th i s  cou n c i l  w i l l 
rev i ew app l i c at i on s  for funds  for the  perform i n g  ar t s  an d w i l l  adv i se Mr . S i b b e ston  on w h i c h  
p ropos a l s t o  fund . Th e funds  a r e  i n  t he 1985 -86 b u dget . Th e co unc i l  memb ers w i l l  be appo i n t ed i n  
e ar l y  May and a c a l l for  nom i n at i ons  to  th e counc i l h a s b ee n  put  i n to th e p aper t h i s  week so th at 
t h e  commu n i ty peop l e  may nomi n ate  peo p l e to the  co u n c i l .  Th ere i s  $35 0 , 000 av ai l ab l e  th i s  ye ar fo r 
the  perform i ng , 1 i te r ary an d v i  s u a  1 art s  and for  the  op er at i on of the  NWT Ad v i s ory Co unc  i 1 for t h e  
Art s .  Th e f u n d  wi l l  b e  i n  th e form o f  contr i bu t i ons  a n d  w i l l  h e l p  wi th t he wor k o f  mu s i c i an s ,  
actor s ,  pa i nters , c arver s ,  wr i ters , etc . 

MR . SP EAKER : Th ank yo u .  Are there  any fu rther  retur n s ?  Ms Co urnoyea . 

F u rther Return  To Quest i on 1 5 9-85 ( 1 ) : PCBs  At Pond  I n l et A i r s tr i p  

HON . NELL I E  COURNOYEA : Mr . Spe ake r ,  I h ave three ret u rn s . Return  to oral Ques t i on 159-85 ( 1 ) ,  
as ked by E l i j ah Er k l oo on  March 18th , reg ard i n g the  DEW l i ne c l ean-u p . 

D ur i ng t he wee k of March  18th to 25th , meet i n g s  are be i n g he l d at Brough ton  I s l and , L ake  Harbour , 
F ro b i s her  Bay ,  Hal l Beach and I g l oo l i k .  Th ese  meet i ng s  ar e h e l d not  on l y  to ad v i s e the  peop l e  of 
the  p roposed c l ean-u p an d to an swer the i r concern s , but a l so t o  s eek th e i r i n put as to known 
l oc at i o n s  of ab and oned el ect r i c a l equ i pmen t .  I n  ad d i t i on ,  po sters  ar e sen t  to th e commu n i t i e s  
a s k i n g r e s i dents t o  report s i g h t i ngs  o f  such eq u i pment to th e l oc a l w i l d l i fe off i c er w h o  w i l l  pass  
the  i nformat i on on to th i s  o ff i c e .  rh e deg ree of success  o f  th i s  c l ean-up program w i l l  depen d on  
i nformat i on s uch as  t h at pa s sed on  by Mr . Er k l oo .  I w i l l  s ee t o  i t  t h at h i s i n format i on i s  pas sed 
o n  to the agen c i e s co-ord i n at i ng and c arry i ng  ou t the c l ean-up . Mr . Er k l oo ' s  i n format i on i s  much  
ap prec i at ed .  
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Return To Quest i on 1 90-85(1 ) : Rep l acement Of Hunt i ng Equi pment 

A return to or a l  Quest i on 190-85(1 ) asked by Moses Appaqaq on March 26th, regard i ng equi pment 
replacement . 

I woul d l i ke to thank the honour ab l e  Member for br i ng i ng th i s  m atter to my attent i on . I have 
adv i sed the deputy m i n i ster to ensure  that the app ropr i ate  c l a i m  is  m ade, under the dis ast er 
compensat i on pol i cy, for th i s  i ndi v i dual . We expect the c l a i m  to be presented to the regi on al 
super i ntendent for Renewabl e Resourc es i n  Frobi sher B ay by the end of next  week . I w i sh to assure 
the Member that th i s  matter wi l l  be conc l uded qui ckl y .  

Return To  Quest i on 173-85 ( 1 ) : S a l e Of  Outpost Camp Hous i ng, P angn i rtung 

A r eturn to or al Quest i on 173-85(1 ) ,  a quest ion asked by Mr . Pan i l oo on March 22nd, regardi ng 
ownersh i p  of outpost c amps . 

The Dep artment of Renewabl e Resources has a l ong-st and i ng pol i cy or agreement whi ch g i ves the 
hunters an d trapp ers a ssoc i at i ons author i ty to reass i gn the use of government funded outpost c amps 
wh i ch have been or are be i ng abandoned by the occup ants . The hunters and t r appers assoc i at i ons m ay 
ass i gn these camps to fami l i es or groups i nterested i n  p art i c i p a t i ng i n  the outpost camp progr am, 
or i t  can author i ze the use of these camps as short-term hunt i ng c amps . Spec i f i c  corr espondence  
regardi ng th i s  request was passed to the pres i dent of P angn i rtung Hunters and Trappers Assoc i at ion, 
Peter l oos i. e K arp i k, by our regi onal super i ntendent, Bob Woo l ey .  The dec i s i on on your request rests 
wi th the P angn i rtung Hunt ers and Tr appers Assoc i at i on and they shoul d be contact i ng you soon . 
Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you .  Ar e there any further returns? L ast c al l for returns for today . 

I t em 7, pet i t i ons . Item 8, reports of st andi ng and spec i a l comm i t t ees . Mr . Ba l l antyne . 

I T EM 8 :  REP ORTS OF STANDI NG AND SPEC IAL COMMI TTEES 

Report Of Standi ng Commi ttee On F i n ance On B i l l  8-85(1 ) ,  B i l l  9 -85(1 ) And B i l l  10-85( 1 )  

MR . BALLANTYNE : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . The st andi ng commi ttee on f i n ance has prep ared a report 
on B i l l  8 -85 ( 1 ) ,  B i l l  9 -85(1) and B i l l  10-85(1 ) .  Wh at I wou ld  l i ke to do i s  g i ve a br i ef summary 
of each report and then move that these reports be rec e i v ed by the House . 

MR . SPEAKER : Proceed wi th your report .  

B i l l  8-85(1 ) ,  F i n anc i a l  Agreement Act 

MR . BALLANTYNE : Thank you, Mr . Spe aker . The fi rst report dea l s  wi th B i l l 8-85(1 ) .  B i l l  8-85(1 ) 
author i zes the Commi ss i oner and the Mi n i st er of F i n ance to ent er i nto a f i nanc i al agreement wi th 
the Gov ernment of Canada prov i d i ng for the p ayment of a grant to the GNWT for the f i n anc i a l  p er i od 
from Apr i l 1, 1985 to March 31,  1988, and any further per i od as may be agreed upon by the 
Government of Can ada and the GNWT . The l ega l  agreement for formul a f i n anc i ng cons i sts of a three 
ye ar memor andum of agreement whi ch covers the per i od Apr i l 1, 1 985 to March 3 1, 1988 .  A memorandum 
of underst and i ng i s  negot i ated annual l y  in each of the three f i sc a l years pursuant  to the 
memor andum of agre:ement .  At the outset of our di scuss i ons wi th the Mi n i st er of F i n ance regardi ng 
B i l l  8-85 ( 1 ) ,  the comm i ttee exp ressed a bas i c ph i l osoph i c a l concern w i th author i z i ng the 
Commi ss ioner and the M i n i ster of F i n ance to enter i nto a three ye ar f i n anc i al agreement whi ch coul d 
be ex tended, amended, v ar i ed or term i n ated w i thout the necess i ty for r at i f i c at i on by the 
Legi s l at i ve Assembly . In our op i n i on the or i gi n al wording of the l eg is l ati on conferred c arte 
bl anche on the Comm i ss i oner and the Mi n i ster of F i n ance wi th respect to f i n anc i a l  arr angements w i th 
the feder al government i n  the present and subsequent f i sc a l  ye ars . Formul a f i n anc ing i s  the most 
c r i t i c a l st ep to date i n  our progress toward f i n anc i a l  autonomy and we fe l t  th at the ul t i m at e  
author i ty t o  forma l l y  sanct i on these f i n anc i al agreements shoul d rest wi th th� Legi s l at i ve 
Assembl y .  I n  further negot i at i ons ' wi th the Mi n i ster, the comm i ttee agreed to  support the 
leg i sl at i on on the bas is  that it prov i des for r at i f i c a t i on of the memor andum of agreement and any 
v ar i at i on, amendment, extens i on or term i n at i on of the memor andum of agreement . In our recent  
di scuss i on wi th the Mi n i ster of F i n ance the commi ttee and the Mi n i ster reached agreement i n  hav i ng 
rev i ewed th i s  l eg is l at i on and wi th the addi t i on of subsect i on 5(3 ) ,  we are sat i sf i ed th at th i s  b i l l  
ac comp l i shed the i ntent the commi ttee has to r at i f i c at i on .  
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B i l l  9-85 ( 1 ) , Loan Author i z at i on Act , No . 1 ,  1 985-86 

Mr . Spe aker , the next report deal s wi th Bi l l  9-85 ( 1 ) . B i l l  9-85 ( 1 )  author i zes the Comm i s s i o ner to 
borrow an aggregate of f i ve m i l l i on d o l l ars i n  1985 -86 for the  pu rpose of mak i ng l o ans to 
mun i c i pa l i t i es for cap i t al p u rpo ses . Loan s by th e GNWT to  th e m u n i c i pa l i t i e s pur s uan t  to th i s  act 
are secured by me an s of mun i c i pa l debentures . Mr . Speaker , t h i s commi ttee recommended a coup le  of 
m i nor amendment s to the b i l l . We reach ed ag reemen t w i t h  the Mi n i ster and t h e  s t an d i n g  comm i tt ee on 
f i n ance i s  prepared to pass t h i s b i l l  as i t  was amended . 

B i l l  10 -85 ( 1 ) ,  S upp l ement ary Act , No . 3 ,  1 984-85 

My l ast report , Mr . Speaker ,  i s  on B i l l  10-85 ( 1 ) ,  Supp l ement ary Appropr i at i on Act , No . 3 ,  19 84- 85 . 
The purpose of th i s  b i l l  i s  to au thor i ze add i t i o n al expen d i t ures  of  $2 , 61 9 , 600 , I ap o l ogi ze for a 
typo -- t he actu al report re ad s  $2 , 6 19 , 000 for the  1984-85 f i s c a l  year - - an d to author i ze t h e  
d e l et i o n  o f  $10 , 807 . 95 o n  ob s o l ete  pub l i c  property from the  i nv en tory o f  th e Fort Sm i th pub l i c  
s tore s revo l v i ng fund . The commi ttee ques t i oned t he Mi n i ster of F i n ance to con s i der the n umber of 
i tems in Bi l l  10-85 ( 1 )  t he  government was seek i ng an d on after t h e  fact appro v a l  for expen d i t ure s .  
The ma i n th ru st of the commi ttee ' s  quest i on i n g re l ated to the  governme nt ' s  u se of spec i al 
warr ant s and an au thor i ty conferred by sect i on 18 of the Fi n an c i a l  Adm i n i strat i on Ord i n ance wh i ch 
perm i t s  the  Commi s s i oner , on a report of t he F i n an c i al Management Bo ard ,  to auth or i ze a 
d i sbur sement of pub l i c  money when the  Leg i s l at ure i s  not  i n  s e ss i o n .  Spe c i a l  w ar r an t s  may on l y  be 
i s s ued  wh ere the expen d i t u re i s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i nt erest an d i s  urgent l y  requ i r ed .  The Mi n i s ter of 
F i n ance  responded t o  th e comm i ttee t h at the exp en d i t ure s i d en t i f i ed i n  s upp l emen t ary appropr i at i on 
No . 3 were a l l after the fact . The commi ttee h as a s er i o u s  concern  t h at i n  re spect to  th i s  b i l l  i t  
i s  be i ng asked to  rubber-stamp expen d i t ure s  wh i ch h av e  been author i zed by a pol i t i c a l dec i s i on of 
t h e  F i n an c i a l  Management Bo ard . Our concern i s  part i c u l ar l y  acute that i n  some cases  th e board m ay 
author i ze expend i tures  for on l y  the most ten uo u s  reaso n s  or u rgen c i e s .  W e  i n tend  t o  en sure t h ro u g h  
t h e  exerc i se for ex ami n i n g t h e  spec i a l  warrant s re l at i n g  t o  each o f  t h e  i temi zed expen d i t u res that 
t h e  autho r i ty for spec i a l  warr ant s  i s  not b e i ng abu s ed . 

The stand i n g corrmi t tee on f i n ance  further reports  th at i t  w i l l  u ndertake a comprehen s i v e  rev i ew of 
s pec i a l warrant s  and oth er prov i s i on s  of the Fi n anc i a l  Agreement Ord i n ance and w i l l  report b ack to 
the Assemb l y on i t s f i n d i n g s  an d recommen d at i o n s .  On Sat urday ,  Febru ary 23rd , 1 985 , the st and i n g 
commi ttee on  f i n ance agreed to defer con s i der at i on of B i l l  1 0 -85 ( 1 )  an d t o  que s t i on t he  department s 
o n  the res pect i ve supp l ement ary approp r i at i on s  as th i s  b i l l  i s  con s i dered i n  comm i ttee of th e 
who l e .  

Mr . Speaker , i n  acc ordance w i th Ru l e  92 ( 2 ) ,  I mov e ,  seconded b y  the honourab l e  Member for t h e  H i gh 
Arct i c ,  t hat the report of th e stand i ng commi ttee on f i n ance on B i l l  8-85 ( 1 ) , B i l l  9-85 ( 1 )  and B i l l  
10-85 ( 1 )  be rece i ved by th i s  As semb l y . Th ank you ,  Mr . Spe aker . 

MR . SP EAKER : Th ank you , Mr . Ba l l antyn e .  To t he  mot i o n .  Al l t ho se i n  favour?  Oppo sed ,  i f  any? 
The mot i o n i s  c arr i ed .  

- - - C arr i ed 

Report s of  stand i ng and spec i a l  commi ttees . Mr . MacQu arr i e .  

Report Of St an d i ng Commi ttee O n  Legi s l at i o n 

MR . MacQUARR I E : Th ank  you , Mr . Spe aker . I h ave  a br i ef report from the st and i ng comm i ttee on 
l eg i s l at i on .  The s t an d i ng commi ttee h as he l d  four meet i n gs t h u s  f ar s i nce th e beg i n n i ng of t he n ew 
year and these  meet i ng s  hav e deal t pr imar i l y  w i t h  a rev i ew of proposed l eg i s l at i o n .  Yo ur comm i tt ee 
h as made several recommendat i on s  on several  of these b i l l s an d the det ai l s  of t hem wi l l  be 
addressed wh en we move i n to stud i e s  of  th e b i l l  i n  comm i ttee of th e wh o l e .  

The l e g i s l at i o n that too k th e maj or i ty o f  th e comm i ttee ' s  t i me was the  Yo ung Offen der s  Act . Yo ur 
commi ttee h ad requested p u b l i c  i nput s i nce the act ' s  i n troduct i on a ye ar ago . Your commi ttee t hen 
rev i ewed the  Young Offenders Act i n' Au g u s t  1984 and ag ai n in  October 1 984 and th e comm i t tee 
subm i tted a report to rev i ew of t h e  You ng Offenders Act d ur i n g t h e  November 1984 se s s i o n . A good 
number of the comm i ttee ' s  recommendat i ons  are i n corpor ated in  B i l l  4-85 ( 1 ) , Yo ung O ffe nders  Act , 
wh i ch i s  before the  Hou se tod ay. These  wi l l  be noted as we go  t h ro u gh the b i l l  c l au se by cl a u se . 
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Mr . Speaker, your commi ttee has rev i ewed  a l l  of the l egi sl at i on before the House whi ch i s  not 
str i ct l y  of a f i nanc ia l  nature . A l l f i nanc i al b i ll s  as i s  the usual pract i ce were referred to the 
stand i ng commi ttee on f i nance . Your commi ttee i n  rev i ew of B i l l  8-85 ( 1 ) , wh i ch had both fi nanc ia l  
and po l i cy i mp l i cat i ons, passed a mot i on support i ng the stand i ng commi ttee on  f i nance' s efforts i n  
seeki ng further amendments to B i l l  8-85 ( 1 )  to ensure that there wou l d b e  a strong ro l e  for the 
As s emb l y  i n  reach i ng f i nanc ial  agreements w i th the Government of Canada . 

Mr . Speaker, your commi ttee at the request of caucus, i ntends th i s  year to do a thorough rev i ew of 
the E l ect i ons Act , 1978 of the Northwest Terr i tor i e s  and to that end, some ti me ago, your comm i ttee 
sent out l etters to all c-and i dates and returni ng off i cer s who were return ing off i cers dur i ng the 
l a st NWT general e l ect i on .  We had requested comments and suggest i ons regar d i ng the whol e electoral 
proces s  and to date your commi ttee is pl eased  w i th a numb er of repl i es  i t  has recei v ed .  Based on 
the se  recommendat i ons and those of the ch i ef e l ectoral off i cer, your commi ttee w i ll sub mi t  a report 
somet i me dur i ng the li fe of the 10th As semb l y  and your commi ttee, of course, hopes that th is w i l l  
re su l t  i �  better e l ect i on admi n i strati on and better l egi s l at i on that w i ll benefi t those who i ntend 
to seek pub l i c  off i ce i n  the Northwest Terr i tor i es .  Your commi tt ee has dec i d e d  that it w i l l  meet 
in the summer dur i ng the month of August to dea l sol e l y  w i th the act and w i th the object of try i ng 
to have a report before th i s  House at the fa l l  s es s i on .  A l though the commi ttee had put an earli er 
dead l i ne on comment s from Members  and other i ntere sted part i e s  w i th respect to poss i ble rev i s i ons 
to the act and that dead l i ne has pas sed, I must say in v i ew of the fact that the commi ttee has 
sche du l ed  a summer meet i ng ,  Memb ers and others are st i l l  i nv i ted to make submi ss i ons i n  that 
re spect . 

In the past, Mr . Speaker , your commi ttee has cont i nuousl y  requested that the government have 
l eg i s l at i on for the comm i ttee's rev i ew s i x weeks pr i or to a s e ss i on so that a thorough rev i ew of 
l eg i s lat i on can take p l ace and wh i l e  the Hon . Tom Butters i s  mak i ng s i ncere efforts to comply w i th 
the commi ttee ' s  request, th i s  system i s  not yet as effect i v e  as i t  m i ght b e . To tr y to make it 
more effect i ve  I w i l l  announce the stand i ng commi ttee on l egi s l at i on w i l l  meet May 14th, 15th and 
16th in order  to dea l  w i th any leg i s l at i on that is proposed by the government to be i ntroduced at 
the spr i ng sess i on and we trust that the government w i l l  have that l egi s l at i on ready for us to deal 
w i th at that ti me .  

That i s  the general part of my report, Mr . Speaker . I w i l l  add more deta i l  as w e  dea l  w i th each 
b i ll and I w i l l  move, second ed by the honourab l e  Memb er for Sl ave R i ver, that th i s  report b e  
rece i ved  by  the Assemb l y .  

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, to the moti on .  Al l those i n  favour?  Opposed, i f  any? The moti on i s  
carr i ed . 

---Car r i ed 

It i s  my i ntent ion to cont i nue on to mot i ons and I understand there may be some amendments to th i s  
mot i on .  It i s  my i ntent i on, i f  there are, that I wcu l d l i ke them typed out so w e  wou l d  hav e a 10 
mi nute break at that t i me wh i l e  they are be ing typed so that we make sure that we get th i ngs 
r i ght . So i f  ev erybody wi l l  stay wi th me, I know there are some honourab l e Members l ook i ng for a 
few mi nutes b r eak but we w i l l  have one when we get to that po i nt .  Reports of stand i ng and speci al 
commi ttees . 

Item 9, tab l i ng of documents . 

Item 1 0, not i ces  of mot i ons . Mr . Wray . 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Mr . Speaker, 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed .  

---Agreed  

wonder if  I cou l d hav e unani mous consent to go back to pet i t i ons? 

MR . SPEAKER: Unani mous consent b e i ng reque sted . Are there any nays? Go ahead, Mr . Wray . 

ITEM 7: PETIT IONS 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I have a pet i ti on from the communi ty of Wha l e Cov e, 
Peti t i on 10-85 ( 1 ) ,  s i gned by approx i mate l y  42 peopl e request i ng a Hudson's Bay store b e  put i nto 
th e i r  commun i ty .  
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MR . SPEAK ER : Th an k yo u .  Are there  any fu rther  p et i t i o n s ?  N ot i ces  of mot i on . 

I t em 1 1 ,  not i ces  of mot i on for  f i rst  read i ng of b i l l s .  I t em 1 2 ,  mot i on s .  

I TE M  1 2 : MOT I ON S  

Mot i o n 19-85 ( 1 ) , Dev e l opment o f  Nun avut and a West ern  Terr i t ory , M s  Co urnoyea . 

Mot i o n 1 9 -85 ( 1 ) : Dev e l opmen t  Of N u n avut An d A Western Terr i tory 

HON . NELL I E  COURNOYEA : Mr . Spe aker : 

W HER EAS th i s  Ho use  h as ac cepted Tab l e d Doc ument 23-85 ( 1 ) ,  The Report to the Leg i s l at i v e 
Assemb l y  from the  Const i t ut i o n a l A l l i ance of t h e  Northwe s t  Terr i tor i es ,  tab l ed Febr uar y  2 2 ,  
1 985 , and endorsed t h e  p r i n c i p l e s o f  ag reement att ached as appen d i x A ;  

A N D  WHER EAS th i s  Ho u s e  apprec i ates  t h e  i mport ant ro l e s p l ayed  by th e Western  Con st i t u t i ona l  
Forum , t h e  N u n av ut Con s t i t u t i o n al Forum an d the  Con s t i t u t i o n al A l l i ance i n  t he process  of  
con s t i t u t i o n al dev e l opment for N u n avut  and  a we stern  te rr i t ory ; 

AND  WHER EAS th i s  Ho u s e  real i zes  the  need for  d i scu s s i on s  on co n st i tut i ona l dev e l opmen t ,  th e 
creat i on of n ew gove rnment structures , an d the  d i v i s i on of t h e  Nor th west  Terr i t or i es i nt o  
N u n avut  a n d  t h e  western  terr i tory to con t i nu e ;  

NOW THEREFOR E ,  I mov e ,  se conded  by t h e  honou r ab l e  Member for K i v al l i v i k , t h at th i s  Ho u s e  
endorse t he fo l l ow i ng : 

1 )  Th at t h i s Hou se con t i n ue to encou rage an d s u p port the d i s cu s s i o ns a nd n egot i at ·i o n s  
between t h e  We stern  Con st i t u t i o n al Forum an d t h e  Nun avut  Con st i t u t i o n a l Forum throu g h  th e 
ausp i ces of the  Cons t i t ut i on a l  Al l i ance towar d the dev e l o pme nt of N unavut and a wes tern  
terr i tory ;  

2 )  Th at th i s  Ho u s e  co n t i n ue  t o  de l i b erate o n  th e ou tcome of su c h  d i s cus s i on s  an d 
n egot i at i on s  and recommend  to t h e  Government of Canada a course of act i on th at t h i s Ho u se 
th i n k s  ap prop r i ate for the  creat i o n of N u n avut and th e we st ern terr i t ory ; 

3 )  Th at th i s  Ho u se suggest s th at any repo rts  b rou g ht forward by th e Western Con st i t u t i on al 
For um an d t h e  N u n av ut Const i t u t i o n a l Forum t h ro u gh the au sp i c es of the Con s t i t u t i on al 
A l l i ance , be  b a sed u pon recog n i zed  forms of pub l i c  governmen t ,  tak i n g i n to  acc ount  oth er 
propos a l s i n c l u d i ng  the N u n avut p ropos al , Bu i l d i n g N u n avut , an d the Denen deh p ro p o s al . 

MR . S P EAK ER :  Your  mot i on i s  i n  order ,  Ms Cournoye a .  

HON . N ELL I E  COURNO YEA :  Mr . Speaker , i n  t h e  d i s cu s s i ons  an d t h e  debate  th at h ave been h el d over t h e 
p ast few we e k s  and s ome of th e confu s i on ,  there h ave  bee n a number of qu est i ons  by th e g en er al 
p u b l i c  whet her ,  wi th the  d i scu s s i ons  an d t he i mpasses  t h at h ave taken p l ace , the  Nun av u t  
Const i tu t i o n al Forum , the  Wester n Con st i t u t i onal Forum an d t h e  Con s t i tut i o n al Al l i a nce  are st i l l  i n  
p l ace . I n  part i c u l ar , Mr . Speak er , th i s  mot i on i s  put  forward by mys e l f  as MLA f rom Nunakp u t  
bec au se a l ot o f  the  q uest i o ns  th at are b e i ng a s k e d  are from t h at are a .  I t  i s  fe l t  th at w i t h  a l l 
the  d i scu s s i ons  t hat h ave t a k en p l ace th at perh aps t h i s Hou se wou l d  fee l th at these a l l i ances and 
these forums perh ap s may have out l i v ed  th e i r u s efu l nes s . The re spo n s e  th at I h ave gen er al l y  g i v en 
i s  th at even though t h e re may have been debate , t h at t h e re was no i n ten t i on of t h i s Hou se to 
ab andon  e i ther t h e  forums or the al l i an c e ,  an d t h at th i s  was a norma l  p ro c eed i n g .  So th i s mot i on 
i s  a mot i on to o nce ag ai n estab l i sh the fact t h at t h i s  Hou se reco g n i zes th at these two forums 
cont i n u e  to h ave a j ob done and the al 1 i ance w i  1 1  cont i nu e  to move fonvard  on i t s  re commen d at i ans 
an d in meet i n g together an d t ryi ng  t o  f i nd a way wh ere the d i v i s i o n a l  quest i on co u l d  be an swered 
most  appropr i ate l y .  Th ank yo u .  

MR . SP EAKER : Th ank yo u ,  Ms Cournoyea . '  Th e second er , Mr . Wr ay? Mr . McCal l um? 

MR . Mc CALLUM : Th an k you , Mr . Speaker . Mr . Spe aker , I h av e  an amendment  to th e moti on , amen dme n t  
t o  c l au se three i n  the  reso l u t i on o f  the  mot i on .  am hav i n g i t  typed  so  th at i t  w i l l  b e  p ut  
around  t o  p eop l e but  i t  i s  not  ready at the momen t ,  so cou l d  I t hen  a sk  yo u to ca l l a sh ort recess ? 
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MR . SPEAKER : Ye s, I w i ll call a rece ss. If there  are any oth er  p er son s w i th any amen dmen t s  to 
th i s, wou l d they plea se have them typed  and r eady for pre sentati on an d tran slat ed. M r .  Butt ers.  

HO N .  TOM BUTTE R S :  Mr. Speaker, I won der if the Member might r ead his amen dme nt and then those of 
us wh o do have amen dme n t s  in mind  might not get off track at t empt i ng to put i n  someth i ng of th e 
same nature . 

MR. SP EAKE R : That s oun d s  l ike a reasonable request  if you are prepared to co-ope rate, Mr. McCallum. 

Amendmen t To Motion 19-85 ( 1 )  

MR. McCAL L U M :  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wi l l  move an amendment to clause  three i n  the re solut i o n  
cl au s e  w h e r e  i t  say s i n  the third la s t  lin e, the la s t  phras e, I w i  1 1  move an amen dmen t t o  delete 
the word s 1 1 taking in to account oth er p roposa l s  includin g the Nu navut p roposal Bu i lding Nunavut and 
the D e n e n d eh proposal 1 1  and  replace it w i th a ph ras e  that I do  not have at my dispo sal at the 
present  t i me. I have given it to ge t it typed. It says though -- and  I w i ll replace the words  
that I suggested  deleting, with the  words  1 1 but al s o  take in to account  th e nece ss i ty of protect i ng 
the righ t s  an d intere s ts of the Nor th' s aboriginal peop l es 1 1

• 

MR . SP EAK ER : Thank you, Mr. Mcca l lum. Then we will rece ss  for 10 m i nutes to have the se typed and 
t ran slat ed. 

-- - SHORT RECESS 

Amen dme n t  Rewor ded  

Mr.  McCal lum ' s motion read s : 1 1 That th i s  Hou s e  sugge st s that any con s titutional propo sals brought 
forward by the West ern  Con s titutional For um an d the Nu navut Con s titu tional Forum th rough the 
au spi ces of th e Con stitut i onal A l l i a nce be ba sed upon recogn i z ed  forms of publi c  gover nmen t but 
also take into account the :ieces sity of prot ectin g the r i gh t s  an d int ere s ts of the North ' s  
aboriginal people s. " 

MR. McCALLUM : A poi nt of or de r, Mr. Chairman . 

MR. SPEAKER : Yes, Mr. McCallum . 

MR. McCALLUM : Mr. Speaker, I s h ou l d point out that the third cl ause  in the resolution part of th e 
mot i on reads that this Hou s e  sugge sts  that an y reports  -- what I have brought to you i s  a further 
change. I ju s t  not ed it, where  it sugge s t s  that " any con stitutional  p roposals ".  So, I gue s s, Mr . 
Sp eaker, in keepin g with it I shou l d in dicate to you that I am now p ropos i n g two amend men ts to i t. 
Mr. Speaker, jus t  on a point of clarification it may be ea sie r i f  I would in dicate that I am 
amending that who l e clau se t h r ee to read as I have brought forward to you. I do not want to get 
in to a d ebat e  on it as to which way it wou l d go bu t if you th i nk it is easie r for me to s i mply 
repl ace the pre s e n t  cl au se  three with this par ti cular amen dment  I would be willin g to do so. 

MR . SP EAKER : I have no t roubl e with the amen dment . To the amen dme nt. Who was your seco nder, Mr. 
McCall um? 

MR . McCALLUM : Mr. Speaker, it i s  seconded by th e honou rabl e  Member for Yellowk nife Cen t re. 

MR . SPEAKER : To the amen dment  please. 

MR . McCALLUM : Mr . Speaker, the  amendment  that I make to it using th e terminology 1 1 con st i tutional 
p roposa l s "  i s  becau s e  I believe that th ere will be p roposals being made by a number of d i ffe re n t  
organizat i on s  or group s o r  i n dividua l s, not simply jus t  repor t s, but there  would b e  some 
cons titutional proposals. Hence the change i n  the wording. It is my opinion that what we are 
tryi ng t o  do here wh en we ar e getting t h e s e  proposa l s  an d having th em based  upon recogn i z ed forms 
of pub l i c  gove rn ment that they would have to take into account the protect i on of th e r i ghts and  
intere s t s  of  the North ' s  aboriginal peop l es, not  jus t  d ealing w i t h t h e  two proposals , Bui ld i ng 
Nu navut an d t h e  Denen deh proposal . U sing the  report Bui l d i n g Nunavut, sugge s t s  as well that we ar e 
go i n g to support some thing that contains a tree line  an d I do not think that that i s  the only 
p ropo sal .  There may be many of these  p roposals come t o  us, as well as with th e Denendeh proposal 
a l t hough this proposal was tabl ed  I th i nk in the  Eighth A s s embl y .  I t hink that i t  has un dergone 
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revision an d we would be able to use anybody ' s  proposal s  that would come in to the al l iance or the 
alliance shou l d  ta ke those into consideration. It is my opinion in this instance that this woul d 
better bring about the desired resu l ts by using the terminol ogy that is there. Thank you. 

MR. SP EAKER : The seconder, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARR IE :  Yes, than k you, Mr. Speaker. In speaking in support of the amen dment I wou l d  say 
that in the first instance the chan ge of the word " reports "  to " constitu tional proposa l s "  is not in 
my opinion a real l y  sig nifican t change. They will be al l iance or forum reports an d they will 
contain what they contain and presumably if they fol l ow the man date, some of what the reports 
contain wi l l  be constitutional proposal s. So in my estimation it cou l d  read either way an d be 
acceptab l e. With respect to the chan ge in the l ast part from the wording of the motion that was 
origin al ly in troduced, I find  this sig nifican t and wou l d  like to see the change made that was 
proposed by the honourable  Member for Sl ave River. The initial  motion mentions just two d ocuments, 
the Building  Nu navut proposal an d the Denen deh discussion documen t, in the motion called the 
Denen deh proposal . 

Many Documents Related To Matters Of Constitutional Devel opmen t  And Division 

Now in the first p l ace there are many documents that have been produced by both forums that are 
rel ated to the mat ters of constitutional devel opmen t and division. Many studies on behal f of the 
NCF, for examp l e, a stu dy on cu stom l aw on beha l f  of the W CF, a stu dy on the boundary overl ap and  
the prob l em of renewabl e  resource managemen t probl ems that might resu l t from bou n dary overl aps. 
Those are just t wo exampl es. There are many, many more that co u l d  be in cluded. Since there are, I 
thin k that you do not real ly contribute a g reat dea l  by men tioning on l y  two. The second thing that 
I wou l d  li ke to point out is that they are not equival en t  d ocumen ts. The Bui l ding Nu navut p roposal 
has more of a forma l status with the Nunavut Constitutional Forum. They have brought it to a 
number of communities to have peopl e  discuss el emen ts of that document, whereas the Denen deh paper 
is simp l y  a paper that was put out by one party in the Western Constitu tional Forum, namely the 
Dene Nation - - perhaps t wo parties I shou l d  say - - it was put out by the Dene Nation an d the Metis 
Association, but put ou t as a discussion document by the execu tives of those two associations. It 
has never attained any more formal status than that with those associations. It has not received 
the endorsement of national assemblies or an nua l general mee tings on the part of the Metis 
Association, an d it does not have status with the fu l l  Western Constitu tional Forum, an d therefore 
is inappropriate to mention in this kind  of motion. 

In ad dition, there is a concern and I reg ret that the Hon. Nick Sibbeston is not here, because it 
is a concern that he has expressed elsewhere publ icl y, not only to me, that the discussion paper - ­
first of al l a statement about it and then a concern - - the statement being that the discussion 
paper which was put out some years ago has certainly not been in the forefront of western 
discussions in recent mon ths or years. Second l y, he wondered abou t the purpose of pu tting men tion 
of this part i cu l ar paper in such a motion because it is recog nized by himself, by me and by others 
too, that there is a concern among some peop l e  who may be l ivin g  in a western territory that they 
do not wan t constitutional devel opment predetermined by one party's position. That concern woul d 
be registered on the part of non-native peop l e  an d certain l y  registered on the part of Inuvia l uit 
as wel l .  And therefore, to have a motion l i ke this with specific mention of that d ocument may 
cause some al arm that that is the documen t that will form the basis of a western constitution when, 
in fact, that is not the case. The Dene in joinin g the WCF  have, like all other parties in the 
forum, recognized that by joining it there will be a need for discussion and compromise. So it is 
c l ear that they can not expect in that forum to attain everythin g that is in that document. 

I wou l d  say as wel l that by substitutin g the wordin g  which the honourab le Member for Sl ave River 
has suggested, that it does not preclude the consideration of those two documen ts . They ca n 
absol utel y be included in the discussions and considerations of the forums in the a l l iance but it 
also l eaves the door open to an equiva l en t  consideration of any other documen ts that might be 
appropriate to the study. So it does not prevent but it does enabl e something more and so I think 
that is a good reason why Members shou l d  support the amen dmen t. 

MR. SP EAKER : To the amendment. Mr. Patterson . 
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Basis For Nuna v ut Territorial Gov ernment 

HON. DENN IS  PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just wanted to mention that in my view the 
doc ument Building Nunavut is the doc ument which will form the basis of the Nunavut territorial 
gov ernment. It is not merely anoth er proposal. It has been discuss ed _ I t hink quite extensiv ely 
amongst l eaders in t h e  Nunav ut area and also at some 34 p u blic mee tings throughout the NW T. I very 
much look forward t o  seeing any constitutional proposal brou ght forward by th e W CF. I think that, 
as was observ ed in this House early today by oth er honourable Members, t he West ern Forum has spent 
an awful lot of time trav elling in the  coastal parts of th e NW T, particu larly in th e Kitikmeot and 
In uvialuit communities. But  I l ook forward t o  finding out how t h ey are going to ta ke into account 
t h e  wishes of th e Dene and Metis in the  Mac k enzie Valley and in communities in that region. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SP EAKER : Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON  WRAY : Th ank you, Mr. Sp eaker. I will not vote on the  amendment alt hou gh  I have a 
couple of concerns. First of all, the original motion only said to take  into account oth er 
proposals incl uding Building Nunav ut and the Denendeh p roposal and did not say that we would use 
them as a basis for anything . It just says that we hav e  to tak e accou nt of th em. Any proposal 
which will come from t h e  Nunav ut Cons titutional Foru m will ta ke into ac count the  Building Nunav ut 
document because it will form the basis of our new gov ernment. Now, perhaps some of th e w estern 
Members would like to see t h e  Denendeh proposal buried and dead and not even ac knowledg ed, but my 
problem is that it is one of th e v ery few su bstantiv e proposals that will be seen coming from t h e  
W est. Th ere has be en v ery lit tle come from t he West and we have proposals for gov ernment. I t  is, 
I ac knowledg e a doc ument that has been in existence for quite a long time . Th e fact is that it was 
drawn up and presented by t h e  Dene Nation as what t h ey saw as a basis for dis cu ssion on a new 
gov ernment and a new way of doing things in the  W est. So it cannot be ignored, it has to be 
acknowledg ed. It is th ere . It exists. Unless t h e  Dene Nation come out and say p u blicly that no, 
t h e  Denende h proposal is dead and we do not ev en want to talk about it, th en obviously th ere is 
going to be some problems in the  W CF. Because yo u cannot ignore it, it is there. So I ju st wanted 
to mak e  those two comments. I t hink th ere is perhaps a l ittle bit of overreaction to th e naming of 
those two doc uments, but it is certainly clear in the ori ginal motion that these two doc uments will 
only be tak en into account along wit h oth er proposa l s. But th ey are th e only two substantiv e 
doc uments in e xist ence right  now and that is why they were named, Mr. Sp ea ker. Th ank you . 

MR . SP EAKER : Thank you, Mr. Wray. To the amendment. Mr. T'Seleie. 

Obje ction Based On The Name 

MR. T ' S E LE I E : Mr. Speak er, I find i t  di ffic ult to s u pport this amendment. For a l ong t i me  now we 
have been forc ed to liv e  under a territory that is called t h e  NWT, which  was really not a nam e that 
we had chosen. As I understand it, to this point the objec tion of some people to naming this part 
of the territory is based mainly on the  name . I would arg u e  that w e  hav e been living in a cou ntry 
that we have no choice in naming and we have been able to put  up with it pretty well. Not only 
that, Mr. Speak er, but rig ht now I am not prepared to address my objec tions to this amendment on 
other grounds. 

MR. SP EAKER : Thank you . Ms Cournoyea. 

HON. NEL LIE COURNO Y EA : Mr. Sp eak er, th ere se emed to be some qu est ion on why we would want to 
include Building Nunav ut  and t h e  Denendeh proposal. It ap p ears to me th at all th e disc ussions on 
division and constit u tional forms of government have stemmed from th ese two doc u ments and th ese are 
significant documents, Building Nunav ut for us and Denendeh for many i).boriginal p eople in the  
Mack enzie Valley. Certainly in terms of  Building Nunav ut and eliminating that, we  f eel that this 
is a doc ument that has had quite a bit of public consulta tion and discussion and it is really a 
doc ument that ta kes into consideration not only the aboriginal p eople living in Nunav ut but also 
the  ot her p eople that would be inv olved .  We feel that in not recognizing Building Nunav ut it 
ap pears that we are p u t ting aside work that has gone on for many years and a great deal of money 
has been spent to bring forth that document. 

In terms of the Denendeh proposal, one of th e positiv e things I find about it is that it does 
address a lot of questions that people do answer and I do not belie ve that we should put something 
like  that aside be cause it does address a lot of th e major concerns when it comes to aboriginal 
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p eop l e  pro b ab l y  l i v i n g i n  oth e r  t h an N u n avut  i n  terms  of n umbers  an d h ow wo u l d  you su rv i v e as 
abo r i g i n a l  p eo p l e  i n  n umbers i n  a soc i ety th at wo u l d  p rob ab l y  come out f a i r l y  strong  i n  t e rms of 
" other s " rather t h an the  abor i g i n a l peop l e i n  t h e  Mac k en z i e  Va l l ey .  

I n u v i a l u i t  I n  Recogn i zed Forms O f  P u b l i c  Gov ernment 

I b e l i ev e  th at a l ot of di sc u s s i ons  h ave centred around  how,  if  the I n u v i al u i t and the peop l e  vkl o 
are g o i n g  to be i n  th ese recog n i zed forms of p u b l i c  gover nment , how wou l d  they be represented . I t  
seems t o  m e  th at the  Denendeh proposa l  does come t o  a cert a i n d eg ree al though  we can ta l k about  how 
we feel about those  documen ts  and say ,  " We l l t h ey are j u st one of many . 1 1  But to me t hey are 
s i g n i f i c ant  documen ts  an d they are t h i ngs  th at peop l e real l y  know about . The oth er p ro p o sa l s th at 
h av e  come forward s i nce are not rea l l y  th at wel l - k nown or we l l  re spected as d oc umen t s . I somet i mes  
d o  not  fee l  i t  i s  too b ad i f  someo ne h i nts  a l i t t l e b i t  ab out whether  t h e  document i s  ful l en ough  
or  not , b u t  cert a i n l y  th ere was a genera l  fee l i n g  t h at ,  p ar t i c u l ar l y  i n  t he  l a st rou nd of 
c o n s u l t at i o n ,  i s  th at there  was a fee l i ng t h at for some reason i t  seemed th at someo ne was t ry i n g to 
p ut t h e  Denen deh p ropos al on the  s he l f  an d t h i s c au s e d  some conc ern to p eop l e because if you go 
b ac k  to the act u a l  vote th i s  i s  o n e  of th e q u e st i on s  th at was nev er real l y  c l ear , is j u st  how m uch  
we  d i d know about  t h i s  proposa l  and wh at it  wou l d  l o ok l i ke .  

Cert a i n l y , i n  terms o f  Dene peop l e , I th i n k they know mu c h  more t h an t h e  I n u i t  know abo ut tryi ng to  
s urv i v e in  a v ery h i g h l y  popu l ated area in  terms of oth er peop l e mov i n g i n .  Perh ap s we may be  l e ss 
aggres s i ve i n  p ursu i n g some of the areas of par t i c u l ar r i ghts  in a go ve rnment and perh aps we h ave  
some k i nd  of fee l i ng t h at perh aps we  ar e f ar enou gh  i n  the  Arc t i c an d we  do  not  have  an y tree s an d 
i t  i s  not  con s i dered  t h e  most appropr i ate p l ace to l i v e wh en th ere are more ae sthe t i c a l l y  serene  
wood ed are as w i t h  l arge r i v ers  an d p l aces  peop l e  are  more u s ed  to  l i v i n g i n .  I k now  we  mi g ht 
somet i mes ap pear not t oo symp ath e t i c but  yet at the  same t i me we do re spect those ob s ervat i ons  and 
t ho s e  needs th at g enerat e  from the Denendeh prop o s a l . A l though  we ta l k ab out  some of th e p o i n t s 
t h at come i n  th at par t i c u l ar p ropos a l , i f  yo u r ead some of the  d oc uments  th at are com i ng out of t h e  
W e s t e r n  Con s t i t u t i o n a l For um , fo r some re ason they appear t o  come a b i t  wat ered down  b ut yet yo u 
c ou l d  see from those newl y dev e l oped documents th at the  e s sence and the  que s t i ons  and some of t h e  
an swer s and s o l u t i ons  proposed  i n  the  Den endeh proposa l  are p u t  i n to v ar i ous  o t h e r  p aper s .  But  I 
g uess  t h at i s  t he way rese arch er s do i t .  They r ead a l l the p apers  an d t hey rewr i te t hem an d t h at 
i s  probab l y  some of the  v ery s k i l fu l  tack they hav e  taken p u tt i ng forth  new pro p osa l s .  

I t h i n k there i s  re a l l y  a great dea l  of m er i t  i n  the  De nendeh  pro posa l  when you ar e d eal i n g w i t h  
areas wh ere yo u are go i n g to  face a s i gn i f i c an t  vot i n g popu l at i on th at i s  not ab or i g i n al . I fee l  
i t  i s  s i g n i f i c ant  and I b e l i eve  both B u i l d i ng Nun avut  and Denendeh were two proposa l s  th at real l y  
c ame to gr i p s , maybe a l i t t l e  too h ar sh l y ,  t o  t ry to deve l op h ow ab or i g i n a l  peo p l e w i l l  s u rv i ve .  I 
t h i n k the  Denendeh proposa l  al so  i nd i c ated h ow th ey fe l t th at they cou l d  wor k  w i t h  the  non- n at i v e  
p eo p l e  pop u l at i on i n  t h e  North west Terr i tor i es .  I ,  for one , am not fee l i n g th at th ere i s  a n e ed to 
t ake away the i d ent i f i c at i on of two si g n i f i c an t  propo sa l s an d cer t a i n l y  two th at hav e  bee n  ta l k ed 
about and p rob ab l y  wor ked on a l o t l o nger  th an anyth i n g e l se ,  other  th an th e n orma l  s t at u s  quo . 

So I b e l i eve t h at Ou r L an d ,  Ou r Fut ure i s  s i gn i f i c ant  an d i t  i s  a good p aper and i t  i s  a De n e n de h  
propo s al a s  we l l ,  an d I fee l  t h at w e  sh ou l d  n o t  try t o  s ay we l l ,  l et us  j u st  take  i t  aw ay an d t ry 
n ot to ment i on any of these  t h i ngs . I n  t erms of Bu i l d i n g Nu nav u t  o ne of the concerns we h ad and I 
h av e  person al l y , as repre sen t i ng a g roup  o f  peop l e ,  al th ough  we ar e not ag ai nst  mov i n g to anoth er 
const i t u t i o n a l  framework  and forum or wh atever , it i s  the l ac k  of a recogn i t i on th at i n  the coast al 
commun i t i es there i s  a type of l i v i n g co nd i t i o n t h at we try to add ress  and we fee l th at oftent i mes 
p eop l e  are made t o  feel  a l i tt l e  b i t  uncomfortab l e bec au se we are ab andon i n g a g roup  of peop l e t h at 
l i ve c l ose to u s ,  b ut I gu ess  no  matter wh at we do somebody is g o i ng t o  ab an don someo ne e l se .  So I 
fee l , Mr .  Speak er , t h at a l though the amen dment h a s been p roposed ,  I rea l ly  fee l th at i t  ta kes 
someth i ng aw ay from recog n i z i ng a l ot of peop l e ' s  work  on a coup l e  of doc umen ts  th at h ave meant  a 
l ot to peop l e ,  maybe i n  a t i me wh en a l ot of peopl e d i d  not get the recogn i t i on and prob ab l y  t h e  
amo u n t s  of  money t o  put  together  th e i r i d eas  o f  se l f -pres erv at i o n a n d  d i g n i ty an d determ i n at i on . 
So , Mr .  Speaker , I feel concern t h at some Members are not ab l e to s u p port the i den t i f i c at i on of 
Bu i l d i ng N u n avut  and Denendeh . Th ank you . 

MR . SP EAKER : Th an k yo u ,  Ms Co u rnoyea .' To t h e  amen dmen t ,  Mr . Peder sen . 

Government Ref l ect i ng Northern  V a l ues  

MR . PE DERSEN : Th an k you ,  Mr . Speaker . In  my rep l y  ear l i e r tod ay I stres sed that I was  l ook i ng  fo r 
a gove 1�nment wh i c h refl ected northern va l ues  and objected to the south ern concept o f  governme nt  
be i ng i mposed upon  u s .  To me  the  Nun av u t  proposa l  Bu i l d i ng Nun av ut  and th e Dene ndeh proposa l  
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r ef l e c t  th e s e  n o r t h e r n  v a l u e s  th at I am l oo k i n g  f or . Mr . Spe a k e r , I t h e refor e c an n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  
ame n dment  a s  I wo u l d  o p p o s e  the  r em o v a l  o f  t h e  r e fe r e n ce b y  n ame t o  t h e  p ro p o s a l s wh i ch I agree  
w i t h , l e av i ng i n  o n l y  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o n cept . So  fo r t h at reason  I w i l l  b e  oppo s i n g  the  amen dmen t .  

MR . S P EAKER : Th an k you , Mr . P eder s e n . To t h e  amendme n t . Mr . B a l l antyn e . 

MR . BALL ANTY N E : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Sp e ak er . I t  seems  to me we ar e g et t i ng a l i t t l e b i t  off t h e  
s u b j ec t  wh en  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g a b o u t  t he v a l ue  o f  t h e s e  t wo d oc ume n t s .  I t h i nk we w i l l  ag r ee t h at 
t h e s e  two doc umen t s  h av e  v a l u e  an d obv i o u s l y  t h e s e  documen t s ,  a l o ng w i t h  o t h e r  i nformat i on ,  w i t h  
o t h e r  p ap e r s  a n d  h o p e f u l l y some new i d e a s , w i l l  form  t h e  b as i s  o f  d i s cu s s i on .  B ut I th o u g ht t h e  
i nt e n t  o f  th i s  mot i o n  w a s  th at th i s  Ho u s e  cou l d  ag ree t o  re n ew a p ro c e s s . W e  hav e tr i e d f o r  two 
d ays to f i n d  some s o r t  of a c ommon  g ro u n d  an d i t  s e ems to  me th at the b e st w ay to  ach i e ve t hat i s  
r e a l l y  to  s t art fr e s h . I t  i s  r e a l l y  noth i ng t o  do w i t h  the  v a l u e o f  th e s e  p ro p o s a l s .  The Den e n d eh 
p ro po s a l  i s  a p ro p o s a l  t h at i s  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  i n  t h e  We st  as a d i s cu s s i on  p ap e r . I t  h as g e n e r at ed 
a l ot of d i s c u s s i o n . Th e D e n e  N at i o n s i n c e  the  t i me th at i t  w a s  f i r s t  pro p o s e d  ac k no w l e d g e  for 
ex amp l e  t h at t h e  10  ye ar re s i d e n c y  r e q u i rement i s  not p o s s i b l e . They  t a l k i n  t erms of a t h r ee ye ar 
r e s i d e n cy , re q u i r emen t  now . Th e r e  h av e  been  mo d i f i c at i o n s  to th e p ro p o s a l . The pro p o s a l  i s  a v er y  
v a l u ab l e  o n e . I t  d o e s  c o n t a i n t h e  fee l i n g s  o f  n o r th e rn peop l e .  B u t  I t h o u g ht wh at w e  were try i n g  
t o  ac h i ev e  i s  th  at w h e n  we l e ave  here  today or  tomor row , w e  co u l d  renew th e p ro c e s s  an d no t 
p r e c l ude  anyth i n g ,  any i dea  th at comes u p . Obv i o u s l y  we h av e  s t arted o ff w i th  c er t a i n  i de as . We 
h av e  reached  an i mp a s s e  and now we s hou l d  l e av e here  s ay i n g  we ar e open to any i dea  wh i c h m i g ht 
come  u p  a n d  n ot to j u st p i c k two d o c ume nt s .  I me an we cou l d  p i c k t w o ,  we c o u l d  p i c k 1 0 ,  we c ou l d 
p i c k  100 . I t h i n k  new  i d e a s  wh i c h m i g h t  c ome forwar d cou l d  be v ery  u n i q u e l y  no r t h e r n  i d e a s . The r e  
m i g h t  b e  a way t o  b r e a k  th i s  i mp a s se ,  so  I d o  n o t  t h i n k peo p l e s h o u l d  i n  any w ay l oo k  a t  t h i s 
amendment  as att empt i ng to c a s t  any sort  of asper s i o n o n  t h e s e  two documen t s .  Wh a t  i t  i s  i s  an 
at t empt to s ay ,  " L e t ' s  s t art  fresh . Le t ' s go away f rom h ere  and l et ' s  a l l take  a g ood , h ard l o o k  
a t  i t .  How can  we come t o g e t h e r  and  h ow can  we  s o l v e  th i s  pro b l em ? " So I am suppor t i n g  th e 
ame n dment . Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . 

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank  you . To the  amen dment . Mr . Mc C a l l um do you w i sh  t o  - - n o ,  I am sorry, you d o  
n o t  h av e  a r i g h t  u n d e r  amen dmen t s .  I a m  sorry . 

- - - L au gh t e r  

I w a s  j u s t  c o r r e c t e d  b y  t h e  C l e r k , h e  s a i d ,  no . 

AN HON . MEMB ER : Q u e s t i o n . 

Amen dment  To Mot i on 1 9 - 8 5 ( 1 ) , Defeated  

MR . SPEAK E R : Qu e s t i o n be i n g c a l l e d .  A l l t h o s e  i n  fav o u r  of  the  amendm e n t ?  Oppo s e d , i f  any? I 
d i d  n o t  get  a t i e  v o te s o  I w i l l  h ave to d o  i t  o v er ag a i n .  I d o  not  co u nt v ery we l l .  Wou l d  you 
p l e a s e  ho l d  yo u r  h a n d s  up h i g h  so th at I c an s ee . Th o s e  i n  f av o u r  p l e a s e ,  h i g h . Ag a i n s t ?  Now I 
g et a t i e .  

- - - L a u g h t e r  

I w i l l  c a st m y  v ote  a s  ag a i n s t  the  amen dment . So , t he ame n dment f a i l ed .  

- - - De f e at e d  

To t h e  mot i on .  

AN HO N .  M E M B ER : Q u e s t i on .  

MR . S P EAK ER : Q u e s t i on b e i n g  c a l l e d . To the  mot i o n ?  Mr . B ut t e r s . 

HON . TOM B UTTER S :  Y e s , Mr . Speaker , I comme n d  t he Memb er for b r i n g i n g  forward th i s  mot i on a nd a s  
s h e  po i n t s  o u t , s he  b r o u g h t  i t  fo rward  as  the  Member  for  N u n  ak p u t . It  i s  extrem e l y  u nfor t un a t e  
t h at t h e  mot i on t h at p u r ports  t o  s u g g e s t  c o- oper at i on i n  t he  f u t ure a n d  a wor k i n g  re l at i on sh i p  
r e n ewe d  c a n n o t  b e  b r o u g h t  forward  by a j o i n t ex p re s s i o n of re s o l ve by both  s i d e s  o f  th i s  Hou s e  from 
the East an d t he West . I h o pe t h a t  does n ot s u g g e st t h at the fut u re of t he t wo f o rums w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  to be one  of opp o s i t i o n and argumen t .  
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W i th regard to the mot i on, I th i nk we hav e  had a number of mot i ons that hav e  been placed and e i ther 
rejected or w i thdrawn over the last three weeks and one of the mot i ons that was w i thdrawn had a 
" whereas " clause wh i ch I felt was extremely i mportant and that was that - - th i s  one by the way, 
Mr. Speak er, was put by Mr . S i bbeston and Mr. Patterson and later w i thdrawn by Mr. S i bbeston. The 
" whereas " clause i n  that mot i on sa i d, " And wh ereas the 10th Assembly recogn i zes that the Gov ernment 
of the Northwest Terri tor i es has an i mportant role to fulf i l in the i mplementat i on of d i v i s i on and 
the establi shment of two new governments " .  I would li ke  to follow that up by mak i ng an amendment 
to the mot i on before us and addi ng after element three of the resolve, one wh i ch you desc r i be as 
four and I w i ll read it and c i rculate the mater i al or hav e  the mater i al c i rc ul ated. 

Amendment To Mot i on 19-85 ( 1 )  

My seconder, si r, w i ll be the honourable Member for Mac kenzi e De l ta. The amendment, s i r, i s :  4 ) 
And f i nally, that the Government of the Northwest T err i tori es beg i n  to part i c i pate more fully i n  
the const i tut i onal dev elopment proc ess by prov i d i ng support to the Assembly's representat i v es on 
the a l l i ance and forums on var i ous i ssues as re qu i red, undertak i ng spec i al tasks for wh i ch th e 
all i anc e and forums are not equ i pped, play i ng a major role i n  di sc uss i ons w i th the federal 
gov ernment regardi ng non-renewable resource management and revenue shar i ng as w e  1 1  as the tr ans fer 
of other respons i b i l i t i es to terri tor i al gov ernments, ac c ept i ng pr i mary respons i b i l i ty for 
neqot i at i ons w i th the federal gov ernment regard i ng the i mplementat i on of di v is i on and co-ordi nat i ng 
that i mplementat i on. 

M R. SPEAKER : presume, 
T err i tor i es" i s  the Execut i v e ?  

Mr. Butters, that your 
Is that correct? 

statement, "Gov ernment of the Northw est 

HON. TOM B UTTER S :  Yes, and on occas i ons I guess i t  could be the Leader when he i s  represent i ng th e 
Execut i v e. 

Amendment To Mot i on 19-85 ( 1 ) ,  R uled Out Of Order 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Butters, I f i nd your mot i on i s  out of order in that we are dupl i cat i ng sect i on 
two of Ms Cournoyea's mot i on wh i ch reads 1

1 2 )  That th i s  House cont i n ue to del i berate on the outc ome 
of such di sc uss i ons and negot i at i ons and recommend to the Gov ernment of Canada a course of act i on 
that th i s  House th i n ks appropr i ate for the creat i on of N unav ut and the w estern terr i tory ". Your 
mot i on says "Accept i ng pr i mary respons i b i l i ty for negot i at i ons w i th the federal government 
r egardi ng the i mplementat i on of d i v i s i on by the Exec u t i v e ". It i s  i n  confl i ct w i th the or i g i nal 
mot i on. To the mot i on. Mr. Butters, have  you a po i nt of order or someth i ng? 

HON. TOM BUTTER S :  No. 

MR. SPEAKER : To the mot i on, Mr. Butters. To the mot i on. Mr. Pan i loo. 

MR. PAN I LO O :  ( Translat i on )  Thank you, Mr. Speak er. Th i s  mot i on I am support i ng i t, for these 
reasons ; all these letters that we brought here to th i s  House from our const i t u enc i es and for the 
reason that we would li k e  th i s  to be di sc ussed more toward N unavut. These are my two conc erns that 
I would l i ke more d i scuss i ons on toward w i th the Const i tut i onal All i ance. Thank you. 

M R. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Pan i loo. To the mot i on. Mr. Mac Quarr i e. 

Amendment To Mot i on 19-85 ( 1 )  

MR. MacQUARR I E : Yes, Mr. Spea ker, I would li ke to move an amendment to the th i rd clause i n  th e 
resolut i on sect i on. I mov e that the word 1 1and 1 1  i n  the second to the last li ne of that sect i on be 
delet ed and that the per i od- at the end of the word "proposal" in the last l ine be replac ed by a 
comma, and that the follow i ng words be added "the Carroth ers Comm i ss i on report on const i tut i onal 
dev elopment i n  the NWT ; the Drury Report on const i tut i onal dev elopment i n  the NWT, the c i ty of 
Yellowkn i fe const i tut i onal dev elopment paper ; the south Mac kenzi e area counc i l  report on reg i onal 
gov ernment, the NWT Assoc i at i on of Mun i c i pali t i es paper on const i t ut i onal development, a nd Our 
Land, Our Future, a publi cat i on of the M i n i stry of Abor i g inal R i qhts and Const i t ut i ona l Dev elopment 
of th e GNWT. 1 1 

AN HON . M EMB ER : Check that over, d i d you m i ss anyth i ng ?  
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MR . SP EAKER:  Cou l d  we have a copy p l eas e ,  Mr. MacQuar r i e? Mr. MacQuarr i e ,  your  amendment i s  i n  
or d er ,  i s  ther e  a s econder ? 

�1 R .  Mc CALLUM: I w i 1 1  s econd i t . 

MR . SPEAK ER: You have the f l oor , Mr . MacQuarr i e. 

1"1R. MacQUARR I E: Than k you ,  Mr. Speak er. A l thou gh a l i st l i ke th i s may s eem to have a fr i vo l ou s  
i nt ent , I can as s u r e  you that i t  doe s not , Mr . Speak er and Member s .  What we see i n  the mot i on as 
i t  s tands i s  the ment i on of ju st two document s that r el ate to con s t i tut i onal devel opment and the 
i mpr es s i on i s  g i ven tnat th er e  i s  one for the East and one for the West and that i s  the end of the 
mat t er. But the tr u th i s  that i n  dea l i ng w i th th i s very comp l ex and d i ff i cu l t  matter of 
cons t i t u t i ona l devel opment and di v i s i on ,  that ther e r ea l l y  ar e many , many documents that have to be 
brou ght to bear on i t  and I have ment i oned some of those  in my propo s ed amendment. I wou l d  st i l l  
say , I wc, u l d  under l i ne the word " some" wh en I sa i d  " some of tho s e " . Becau s e  unq u est i onab l y  ther e 
ar e s t i l l  other docu ments as wel l and that i s  what I wou l d  i nt end by add i ng thes e ,  mer e ly  to show 
that ther e ar e many , they ar e var i ed and al l of them ou ght to be cons i der ed by the for ums when they 
d i sc 1 1
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0 nd negot i ate i n  the ar ea of const i tut i onal devel opment and l at er r eport to the Leg i s l at i ve 

As s emb l y. Unt il  ther e ar e f i rm proposa l s to the As s emb l y  from the for ums and the al l i ance ,  we 
shou l d  not s uppose  that any part i cu l ar of those  document s have gr eater worth th an any of the 
o ther s.  

I t  i s  unq u est i onab l e  that in  the mi nds of part i cu l ar groups of  peop l e who have advanced part i cu l ar 
proposa l s  that those ar e the ones that ar e most i mportant , and I r espect the i r r i ght to th i nk that 
and to feel that way. But of cou r s e  then they mu st r ecogn i z e  that other proposal s that ar e 
advanced by other groups ar e cons i der ed by them to be very i mportant i n  the whol e process as w el l . 
S i nce I cannot  pos s i b l y ,  and wou l d  not want to i nc l ude a compr ehens i ve l i st of al l the documents 
that ar e i n  that cat egory, I th i nk I have at l east added a l i st that i s  l ong enou gh that anyone 
r ead i ng the mot i on wou l d  see that ther e ar e many , many documen t s  that need to be cons i der ed iTI th i s  
d i scu s s i on. It does not take  anyth i ng away from the or i g i nal mot i on ,  so I hope that Members who 
voted aga i nst  the pr ev i ou s  am endment and s upport the mot i on ,  cou l d  st i 1 1  s upport my am endment 
becau se  the two documents that ar e named ar e st i l l  i nc l uded , they ar e not to be r emoved , the 
Bu i l d i ng N unavut propo sal and the Denendeh d i scu s s i on paper ar e both st i l l  i nc l uded , so I hope that 
a l l Member s  can s upport the amendment . 

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you . Mr. McCal l um ,  do you w i sh to speak as s econder ? 

SOME HON. M EMBERS: Q u es t i on .  

MR. SPEAKER : Q u est i on be i ng ca l l ed. Mr. Appaqaq. 

Mk . APPAQAQ: (Trans l at i on )  Thank you , Mr. Speak er. I want to speak br i ef l y  on t he  amendment. 
do not th i nk I cou l d  support the amendment becau s e  i t  w i l l  be u s ed i n  the newspaper. If I s upport 
the amendment i t  s eems l i ke we ar e qo i ng to l i sten to what the Ottawa peop l e want us to do and I 
th i nk we shou l d  mak e  up ou r own mi nds. I th i nk the mot i on as i t  i s  i s  okay. I th i nk the peop l e i n  
N unavut and the Denendeh shou l d  wor k  together and negot i ate together. W i th the amendment i t  s eems 
l i k e  we ar e try i ng to get hel p from southern peop l e. 

MR. SPtAKER: Thank you ,  Mr. Appaqaq. To the amendment . 

SOM E HON. MEMBERS: Qu est i on. 

Amendment To Mot i on 19-85 (1 ) ,  Def eat ed 

MR . SPE.AK ER: 
h i gh p l  eas e .  

- - -Defeat ed 

Qu est i on bei ng cal l ed. A l l tho se  i n  favour of the am endment? 
Oppo s ed ,  i f  any? The amendment i s  defeated. 

Ho l d  you r  hands up 

To the mot i on .  And r emember you can on l y  speak to the mot i on once ,  i f  you have a l r eady spoken to 
the mot i on you cannot speak aga i n. Mr . Butter s. 

HON . TUM BUTTERS:  Po i nt of order. 
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M R. SPEAKER : Po i nt of order. 

H ON . TOM BUTT E R S :  I wonder i f  you would expla i n  why my amendment was  ru l ed out of order . 

M R. SPEAKER : Th at too i s  out of order, Mr. Butters. You cannot quest i on the Spe aker on h i s 
rul i ngs. Mr. R i ch ard, to the mot i on .  

MR. R ICHAR D :  Th ank you, Mr. Speaker. Very br i ef l y, on th i s  mot i on I w i ll absta i n .  I h ave 
d i f f i culty w i th the th i rd resolve, i n  other word s the references are that the Const i tut i onal 
All i ance suggested th at they take i nto account the Bu i ld i ng Nun avut document and the Denendeh 
d i scus s i on paper, but becau se the two amendment s wh i ch were propo sed were defeated, no other 
documents wh i ch h ave been cons i dered by the alli ance to date are to be i ncluded in th i s  paragr aph 
three. Becau se of that I have ser i ous  di ff i culty w i th th at becau se there are some subst ant i al 
concerns to myself and my consti tuent s i n  the Bu i ld i ng Nun avut document and al so i n  the Denendeh 
d i scus s i on paper . For that reason I cannot agree to paragraph three but al so i n  con sc i ence cannot 
vote aga i nst the preamble cl au ses and paragraph one and two and I w i ll abst a i n. Th ank you, Mr . 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER : Th ank you. Mr. Ballantyne. 

M R .  BALLANT YN E :  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I too w i ll abst a i n  on th i s  mot i on. I h ad hoped that we 
would be able to come up w i th a mot i on that would mean that when we le ave th i s  Hou se, we would 
actually g i ve i t  an honest effort, to try to ach i eve some sort of consensu s on th i s  very, very 
d i ff i cult i s sue. I th i nk that the two amendments th at were proposed were an attempt on some of our 
part s anyhow, to f i nd some comprom i se, to try to f i nd a way to get out of th i s  i mpas se. So I, l i ke 
my colleague Mr. R i ch ard, aqree w i th some of the concepts put forw ard in  the mot i on. It i s  becau se . 
of the fact that cert a i n  Members would not accept e i ther one of tho se amendments put forward, I, i n  
good con sci ence, cannot support the mot i on a s  i t  st ands. So I re ally hope that we f i nd our w ay out 
of the i mpas se. I do not feel that mot i on i s  accompl i sh i ng that and I w i ll abst a i n. 

MR. SPEAKER : Th ank you, to the mot i on. Mr. Nerysoo. 

Amendment To Mot i on 19-85 ( 1 ) 

H ON. R ICHARD NERYSOO : Th ank you, Mr . Speaker. I would just l i ke to move an amendment, Mr. 
Speaker ;  114 ) And f i n ally th at th i s  Hou se recommends th at the Execut i ve Counc il  beg i n  to 
p art i c i pate more fully in the const i tut i onal development proces s  by : ( 1 )  prov i d i ng support to the 
A s sembly's represent at i ves on the all i ance and forums and v ar i ous i s sues as requ i red; ( 2 ) undert ake 
i n  speci al tas k s  for wh i ch the alli ance and forums are not equ i pped ; and ( 3 ) play i ng a major role 
i n  d i scu s s i ons w i th the federal gov ernment reg ard i ng non-renew able re source man agement and revenue 
sh ar i ng, as well as the tran sfer of other respons i b i l i t i es to thP terr i tori al government. " 

MR. SPEAKER : Does the House w i sh to have th i s  typed? 

SOME HON. MEMBER S :  Yes. 

M R. SPEA KER : We wi l l  recess  to have the mot i on typed. 

H ON. GOR DON WRA Y :  It has already been typed . 

M R. SPEAKER : The preamble has been ch anged, Mr. Wray. 

---SHORT RECESS 

Order pl ea se. Dur i ng the reces s, we were hav i ng an amendment typed. The amendment by Mr. 
Nery soo. It re ads, 1 14 ) And f i n ally th i s  Hou se recommends that the Execut i ve Counc il  beg in  to 
p art i c i pate more fully i n  the const i tut i onal development proces s  by : ( 1 ) prov i d i ng support to the 
As sembly ' s  representat i ves on the alli ance and forums and v ar i ous  i s sues as requ i red; ( 2 )  
undertak i ng spec i al tas k s  for wh i ch the alli ance and forums are not equ i pped ; ( 3 )  play i ng a major 
role i n  di scu s s  i on w i th the federal government regardi ng non- renew able re source man agement and 
revenue shar i ng as well as the tr ansfer of other respons i b i l i t i es to the terri tor i al government . 1 1 

The mot i on i s  i n order. To the mot i on. Mr. Nery soo. To the amendment rather . Who i s  the 
seconder to the amendment? Mr. Butters. 
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H ON. R ICHARD NER YSOO : Thank you, Mr. Spe aker. Ju st to indic ate that firstly, I believe that 
pre s ently we h ave a capacity in g overnment to provide certain support th at could be of gre at 
a s sist ance to the discus sions th at lead to any constitutional ag reement s in the Northwe st 
Territories, particularly s ee i ng as we are going to begin developing strat egies with reg ard to the 
devolution of re sponsibilitie s  to this government. But always  tho s e  strategie s  have to take into 
consideration the proce s s  that is now in existence, and I think it is important as well to 
recognize th at during the neg otiations of aboriginal right s th at there can be arrang ement s and 
agreement s th at are re ached th at could influence the proce s s. I think that particular experience 
t h at we have within government certainly can, I believe, play a significant and important role in 
political evolution and con stitution al development as we h ave supported over the past three, four, 
five ye ar s. 

T hirdly, Mr. Spe aker, the whole que stion and certainly direction already in st atements from Members 
in this Hou se h ave indicat ed that we should begin s erious discu s sions reg arding su ch is sues as  
renewable , re source manag ement, non-renewable res ource management, the whole que stion of  revenue 
sh aring. Cert ainly there are ong oinq comments with reg ard to this g overnment providing bett er 
services  and at times we are handicapped in providing tho se particular re sponsibilities and 
s ervices and programs becau se they pre sently are in the h ands of the f ederal government. Often at 
t i me s  they are re ally in compe tition in the sense  of the manner in which we operate the programs. 
So I re ally think that it is re sponding to a concern of Members in this Hou se, so I would like to 
conclude with that. Thank you, Mr. Spe aker. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. Mr. Butters. Mr. Butters, as seconder, do you wish to spe ak ? To the 
amendment, Mr. M acQu arrie . 

Problems With A Unilateral Motion 

MR. M acQUARR I E :  Th ank you, Mr. Spe aker. I h ave problems with the amendment and will probably 
abst ain in the vote. The re ason I h ave problems is becau s e  it is simil ar to the problem s r have 
with the motion. In a matter th at is so complex and so important, fir st of all a motion th at trie s 
to reconcile and to an swer all of the thing s  that have to be answered shou l d  not be a unilateral 
motion, it should be one th at all Members and parties h ave h ad significant input into. Secondly, 
to attempt to addre s s  wh at is a very important que stion on the floor of the House  in wh at is now, 
if I may be excu s ed the expre s sion, a h alf- as sed manner because  a h alf of an initial amendment has  
been dropped, I just find that no t accept able at all. I wi 1 1  s ay publicly as I said befo re, I do 
s ee a role for the Government of the Northwest Territories. That is not what is at is sue to me. 
But the que stion is how do we clarify th at role and ho w do we fit it into the role that ha s been 
given by this As s embly to the Cons titutional Alliance? Tho se are complex matters and they should 
be addre s sed carefully and thought fully over a period of time by everybody who is going to be 
involved. This has been bro u ght to the floor of the House now. I t  may well pa ss. It appe ars that 
it will pa s s. To me, then I h ave the que stion, do e s  th at limit the Executive Council to the thing s 
that are specifically li sted in th at amendment? Can they not go beyond th at becau se nothing else  
is mentioned in the amendment ? 

E arlier from a motion th at had the support of mo st Members, i t  wa s seen that there was an important 
role for the g overnment for co-ordinating implementation of division and constitution al development 
provisions. Th ere was going to be a role for the Government of the Northwe st Territorie s in 
neg otiating wh atever principles  the alliance h ad agreed to and h ad been endorsed by their variou s 
con stituencie s and by the people of the Territorie s. But doe s  it mean becau s e  tho s e  are not 
included in the amendment now th at that is out side their purview? I just do not know the answers. 
I t  is confu sing to me and I do not think th at we are doing this wh ole seriou s and complex problem 
justice by att aching an amendment to a motion like this that has been brought to the floor by two 
Members and no t by a concerted effort of all partie s to reach some agreement. 

M R. SPEAKE� : Thank you, Mr. MacQu arrie. To the amendment. Mr. Ballantyne. 

Government Shou l d Play A Major Role 

M R. BALLANTYN E : Thank you, Mr. Spe aker. I do have some problems with the proce s s  of being forced 
to amend and r� amend the motion. I do not even know what we are trying to accompl ish any more 
after this particular discus sion. But for this particular amendment, my underst anding wa s that 
wh at ever role or mandate was origin ally given to the alliance, the Executive Council would still 
h ave the i r  normal role that they have under the NWT Act and by pr actice, to carry out the s e  
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n egot i at i on s .  But t h e  Government  Leader fee l s t h at he n eed s th i s  i n  the  mot i o n .  I t h i n k  one of 
t h e  ad v an t ages of t h e  par l i ament ary system i s  t h at we c an s u pport one p art of a mot i on by 
s u pport i ng an amendmen t ,  but I st i l l  wi l l  ab st a i n  fr om the ov era l l mot i o n bec au se I d o  not ag r e e 
w i th t h e  ph i l o sophy of the  over a l l mot i on any mor e .  I f  t h e  Government Le ader fee l s t h at t h i s i s  
i mportant for t h e  gover nmen t ,  fo r the  Exec ut i v e Coun c i l ,  to car ry out cert a i n respo n s i b i l i t i e s ,  
n amel y under n umb er t hr e e  - - now I very strong l y  b e l i eve t he gover nment s ho u l d  p l ay a major ro l e  i n  
d i sc u s s i o n s  wi th  t h e  fed er al  gov ernment r eg ard i n g non-renewab l e  resource  man ag ement  and rev.en u e  
s h ar i n g ,  a n d  t r an s fer o f  other r e s pon s i b i l i t i es ,  I do n o t  t h i nk i t  c an wai t for t h e  r e so l ut i on of  
the  wh o l e  are a  of con s t i t ut i ona l  dev e l opment . So  in  that ve i n  thoug h I am  not  at  al l happy wi t h  
t h i s  who l e  proc e s s ,  I d o  not t h i nk t h i s i s  ach i ev i ng wh at t he Exec u t i ve Counc i l  wan t ed to ach i eve  
but  i f  the  Gover nment Leader  and  the  Execut i v e fee l  that they need th i s  man d at e ,  espe c i al l y  numb er 
t hree,  I w i l l  s u p port t h i s amendment but I w i l l  st i l l  ab s t a i n from the over a l l mot i on .  Th ank yo u . 

Amendment To Mot i on 19-85 ( 1 ) ,  C arr i ed 

MR . S P EAKER : To t he amendment .  Quest i on b e i ng c a l l ed .  A l l t ho se i n  f avour of t he amendmen t ?  
Opposed , i f  any? The amendment i s  passed . 

- - -C ar r i ed 

The mot i o n ,  as amen d ed , al l those  i n  favour?  Po i n t of order , ye s ,  Mr . Pat ter so n . 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTERSON : I wa s wo nder i ng i f  I c o u l d  spe ak to the mot i on as amended . 

MR . SPEAKER : I am j ust  l oo k i ng at my score  card her e .  It i s  very d i ff i c u l t to f i nd  out wh o  has  
s po k en and  who  h as not , b ut my C l  erk  says t h at you  h ave not s poken on t h i s ,  so  go ahe ad Mr . 
P atterson . 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTERSON : We l l ,  thank  you ,  Mr . Speaker . I d i d  spe ak on one  of t h e  amendmen t s  but I 
wou l d  l i ke to address  t h e  mot i on .  For the  b enef i t  of Memb ers who do n ot u nderst and wh at the  mot i on 
i s  al l about  I t h i n k t h at i t  i s  very c l e ar from the  f i r st 1 1 now t herefore"  c l au s e  t h at the  mot i on 
endor ses cont i n u ed d i scu s s i o ns  and n eqot i at i ons  amo ng t he memb ers of the  Con st i tut i on al A l l i ance  
toward the  dev e l opment of Nun avut and  the  we stern  terr i tory . 

I real l y  f i nd  i t  qu i t e am az i ng ,  Mr . Spe ak er , t hat some honourab l e  Member s feel that they cannot 
s u p port r en ewed d i scu s s i on s  and attempt a r e so l ut i on of t he i s s ues  t h at h ave c au s ed us  s uch ang u i sh  
over the  l a st coup l e  of we eks . Wh et her among st ot her pu b l i c  government propo s a l s we  ment i o n the  
South  M ac k en z i e  area counc i l ' s study on reg i on al gover nment , I t h i n k it  i s  very c l ear that the  
r eference  to propo s a l s i nc l udes  any numb er of pr opo s a l s i n c l ud i ng some of  tho se that the  ho nourab l e  
Memb er for Yel l owkn i fe Centre cou l d  not t h i nk of t h i s after noon . I t  c i tes  two d oc uments  t h at I 
t h i n k  have  been fa i r l y  u sefu l i n  refl ec t i n g some of the  northern  i s sue s . It ment i on s  two that are 
modern , r e l at i v e l y  recen t ,  u n l i ke the  C arrot hers  r e port wh i ch was very i mpor t ant i n  i t s  t i me and 
i nc i d enta l l y  recommended that Ye l l owk n i fe wou l d  be an ap propr i ate  cap i ta l  fo r a we st ern  terr i tory. 
I st i l l  t h i nk it i s  an ap propr i at e  c ap i t al for a western t er r i tory.  

E ndors i ng Cont i n ued And  Renewed D i scu s s i on s  

Mr . S pea ker , the f u n d ament al aspect  o f  t h i s mot i on i s  endor s i ng cont i n ued d i scu s s i o n s ,  renewed 
d i scu s s i o n s . I hav e  heard Mr . MacQuarr i e  speak i n  favour of t h at in t h i s Ho use  and I h ave  al so 
h eard other honour ab l e  Memb ers say t h at we h ave to try and r e s o l ve t h i s i s s ue .  Per son al l y, I 
b e l i ev e  that th at i s  one th i n g that al l peo p l e i n  the  Northwest Ter r i to r i es  c an now ag ree , t hat we 
n eed to work toget h er and try to r e so l ve t h i s i s s ue one way or the  other . 

I a l so t h i nk t h at most peo p l e  i n  the  Northwe st Terr i t or i es agree that the  status  quo i s  not 
accept ab l e .  Mr . Spe aker , I per sona l l y  feel  that it  wo u l d  be a great trag edy if we stood by in  the  
Northwe st Terr i tor i es wi th  the  opportun i t i es for  i n novat i on and  creat i ve nat i on b u i l d i ng t h at t h i s 
moment i n  h i story prov i d e s  us . And i f  we wer e to say everyt h i n g i s  fi ne ,  then we wou l d  be m i s s i ng 
an opport un i ty t h at many other peo p l e i n  t h i s  country,  p art i c u l ar l y  abor i g i n al peop l e , wou l d  l ove 
t o  have  to create new form s of government t h at wi l l  ref l ect the ki nd of northern  val ues  that Mr . 
P eder s en i s  t a l k i ng about r at h er t h an Ang l o- C an ad i an model s t h at were i mpo sed wi t hout anyon e ' s  rea l  
part i c i p at i on or consent . 
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I al so beli eve, Mr. Speaker, that the i ssue of d i v i sion mus t be resolved. It wi ll no t g o  away. I 
do not th i nk we can talk about constitut i onal develo pment p roperly wi thout address i ng this 
fundamental i ssue. I th i nk d i vi s i on i s  i nevi table and t o  my mind the only question i s  will we have 
the courage to tackle the i ssue now when we have a recep t i ve federal government , it seems, i n  both 
the Mi n i ster of Ind i an Affa i rs and the Mi n i ster of Just i ce ;  a process in place at the national 
level, defin i ng abori g i nal self-government ; a structure set up , the Constitut i onal All iance, which 
can allow for fai rly representat i ve di scuss i ons within the Northwest Terri tories? This is a g olden 
o p portun i ty, Mr. Speaker, wh i ch I th i nk we all should embrace wi th courage. It w i ll no t be easy, 
Mr. Speaker, but worth-wh i le th i ngs are not ach i eved eas i ly. At least i n  th i s  country we do not 
have to worry about the sheddi ng of blood or the f i ri ng of guns o ver these i ssues. 

Mr. Speaker, I welcome renewed sup port from the Leg i slat i ve Assembly for renewed di scussio ns on 
di vi s i on because I th i nk, as Mr. Wray and Mr. Wah- Shee and others have sa i d  i n  th i s  House, even 
today, that the Const i tut i onal Alli ance probably d i d  beco me i so l ated from this Assembly, if not the 
people of the Northwest Terri tori es, and I certain l y  feel duly chastened about those comments. But 
here i s  an• opport un i ty to aff i rm that the Leg i slative Assembly sup ports that f orum and perhaps w i ll 
part i c i pate more act i vely than has been the case i n  the past. I th i nk that i s  one very posi tive 
th i ng that has come out of recent events, that the Leg i slat i ve Assembly and the peo ple of the 
Northwest Territ ori es are g o i ng to be taking a much g reater deg ree of interest i n  what happens to 
date. I also th i nk it  is t i me l y, i n  the clos i ng days of this session that we make th i s  mo t i on, 
Mr. Speaker, because I th i nk it wou l d be usefu l if there were some discuss i ons that could occur 
between now and the next sess i on. I th i nk they wou l d  form a bas i s  for renewed d i scuss i ons perhaps 
at our next sess i on i n  another part of th i s  great terri tory. 

So I support the mot i on, Mr. Speaker, and I urge Members who have sa i d  they are g o i ng to absta i n  to 
no t be too preoccup i ed w i th whether part i cular documents are men t i oned or not, among other 
p roposals. Rather, look  at the fundamental, the first whereas clause, sup porting renewed 
d i scuss i ons. If we cannot sup port these renewed discuss i ons, Mr. Speaker, I just really am 
concerned that we wi ll not be making p ro g ress and I do not believe that any Member endorses the 
status quo that much. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. To the mot i on as amended. Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN :  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I too have some reservations with regard to the motion as 
amended. As far as the honourable Member men t i oned w i th regard t o  renewed di scuss i ons -- I guess 
every t i me we do brea k or recess or go home to our cons t i tuencies, there is a renewed discuss i on 
every t i me we meet. So th i s  i s  cont i nu ous and there is noth i ng new about a renewed discussion. 

Aboriginal Groups Are Also Negot i at i ng 

I have some maj or problems wi th regard to th i s  government playi ng a maj or role in the discussion 
regardi ng renewable resources and management of renewable resources and the tr an sf er of other 
respons i bili t i es to the terri tori al government. I reali ze th i s  i s  deali ng with the const i tutional 
develo pment of the Northwest Territori es but I have to also consi der the i nterests of the 
abori g i nal groups who are now neg oti ating on some form of revenue sharing and also the transfer of 
responsib i li t i es, devolut i on to these organi zat i ons too. I also have a maj or problem wi th regard 
to that motion because yesterday Mr. Curley was ment i oning that his department is doing what this 
g overnment is at temp t i ng to do and that is neg otiating wi th the g overnment wi th regard to revenue 
sharing. Is that just rei nforc i ng i t ? He also mentioned the confidentiality o f  neg otiations. 
Does th i s  open a do or so that th i s  government could actuall y d i scuss what is be i ng neg otiated by 
the nat i ve organ i zations?  I do not know. I have reservat i ons about th i s  whole -- i t  just 
rei nforces that the government -- that we i gnore the negot i at i ons and do our own negot i ations on 
behalf of the people of the North and disregardi ng other abori g i nal groups that are actually 
neg ot i at i ng wi th the government wi th regard to revenue shari n g and devolution of respons i bili ty. 
Mr. Speaker, I am not g o i ng to be support i ng the mot i on. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. To the mot i on as amended. 

SOME HON. MEMBER S :  Quest i on. 

MR. SPEA KER : Mr. Wah-Shee. 
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M R . WAH-SHE E : Mr . Speaker . I have some difficulty with the motion, this whole business of trying 
to reach an understanding as to where we go from here . It shou l d  real ly have been done with the 
involvement of all of us, because I would like  to se e a motion that is being put forward in the 
House, t hat would have the support of everyone instead of having some Memb ers relu ctant to even 
vote for it . And I do not think this is a very good reflection of how we are conducting ourselves 
to reach an understanding, with all due respect to the honourable Memb er that just spoke in favour 
of the motion . I will have to say that as far as I am concerned I think there is courage on our 
part to reach an understanding but to have two Memb ers putting forward a motion of this nature 
without even holding discussions, I feel is really no way to reach an understanding at all . So I 
am not going to support the motion b ecause I do not feel that they have gone through the process 
that would be acceptable . I think we all want to contribute to the motion and I am sure with some 
changes a motion of this type should be supported by all of us, and really it should be unanimous, 
in my point of view . 

M R .  SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Wah-Sh ee . To the motion as amended . Mr . MacQuarrie . 

M R . MacQUARR IE : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . Yes, I would like to comment on a number of things with 
respect to the motion but I certainly agree, particularly with what the honourable Member for 
Rae-Lac la Martre just said . In a way it is kind of a tragedy when that kind of reconciliation i s  
possible and it was obvious that we w ere so close to it and yet it is not given a chance b ecause 
particular Members feel that there has to be a particular motion that comes in . And I wo uld cal l  
that a kind of forced motion . If there are Memb ers who wish to just have a broad and wide ranging 
discussion on constitutional development and who should have what role, that is possible wi thout 
trying to bind anybody to anything so that we could get a really clear explanation fran everybody 
where they stand . But that kind of discussion is not possible wh en a motion like  this is brought 
into the House b ecause it is see king particular things . But even a motion like this is possible if 
there has been the chance beforehand for everybody to have some input and make  the necessary 
compromises ahead of time and then bring in something that everybody can support . 

Acceptance Of Tabled Document 23-85 ( 1 )  Did Not Have Full Support 

At any rate, with respect to certain specif ic things in the motion, I note the first 1 1 whereas 1 1  says 
this House has accepted Tabled Document 2 3-85 ( 1 ) ,  the Report of the Legislative Assembly from the 
Constitutional Alliance of the NWT, tabled F ebruary 22, 1985 and endorsed the principles of 
agreement attached as appendix A .  Now, I would simpl y  like to say that from my point of view, I 
did not consider that when the motion I made with respect to it had only w estern M emb ers present, 
that it was ever in my opinion thereafter considered to be a motion that had the full support of 
the House . So I realize technically this statement is correct, but it overstates the real 
situation . 

When I moved to the first clause in the resolutions section, I have to make some comments about 
it . It says, that this House continue to encourage and support the discussions and negotiations 
b etween these forums . Now, when it is phrased in that way, it supposes that the House has already 
done that . But I would have to say that in some of the comments that have been made by individual 
Members, and by actions taken by the eastern caucus at one point, that it would be incorrect to say 
that we have encouraged and supported the discussions and negotiations of the Constitutional 
Alliance . I have heard people say that in fact we did not do a good job, that we were out of touch 
with the people . And we have b een criticized  -- we were criticized in Mr . Wah-Shee's spe ech this 
morning and Mr . Wray ' s  speech and we have been criticized by others as well . Now, if the 
honourable Memb er for Iqaluit feels chastened by those remarks, that is his entitlement . He seems 
to enjoy wearing sackcloth and ashes . But I do not . I do not feel chastened by what was said 
b ecause I say that the alliance was given a mandate by this House and it carried out that mandate 
in good faith and I do not apologize one little bit for the part that I played in it because I 
played my role in good fa ith . 

Our job was to make some recommendations in the area of constitutional development and division and 
we did that and came back to the House . I know that some people in the NWT inc l uding some Members , 
somehow feel that we put something over on the people of the NWT or on this Assemb l y .  And that is 
patent nonsense . W e  came to a tentative agreement and it was the understanding from the beg i nning 
that that tentative agreement would be brought back to the various groups . And so it was brought 
back to this House . But it did not receive favour . It was not encouraged and supported by th i s  
House . And so I would have to wonder whether this phrase does not ring hol l ow in view of the fact 
that although encouraging statements are made, yet there is no specific direction as to how the 
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alli ance sho uld do th i ngs d i fferently in the f uture . So if the s ame people are to go b ack  w ith the 
same objecti ve i t  i s  h ar d  to see how they c an come out with a different result . It is h ard to see 
th at even i f  they d i d h ave a d i fferent result th at th i s  Ho use would encou r age and support what they 
h ad done . 

Role Of The Consti tutional Alli ance 

So I merely h ave to make those comments and I do not make them as a ch allenge to the role of the 
Constituti onal Alli ance . I beli eve th at th at i s  the mech an i sm which w i ll best serve us, if it is 
g i ven a ch ance to work,  i f  i t  is g i ven reasonable suppo rt by people ac ross the Territories bec ause 
yo u c annot negoti ate these di ff i cult i ss ues w i th 48, 000 people sitting down and trying to do i t .  
Y o u  need a representati ve group who, i n  the forum where they see the confli cti ng i nterests th at 
h ave to be rec onc i led, do i t  in the most reasonable w ay .  They wi ll take account of the v ar i ous 
i nterests as far as it is poss i ble and come b ack for approval. I th i nk th at it is i mportant that 
we support th at k i nd of pro cess . It is i mportant bec ause native associations are saying i t  is 
i mpo rtant and they speak for a s i gn i f i c ant number of people i n  the Terr i tor i es .  I do not know how 
many, but certa i nly a si gni fi c ant number of people . And so i f  they feel it is important th at they 
h ave a full partnersh i p  then I th i nk i t  is i mportant th at they have th at partnersh i p, otherwi se we 
are not go i ng to ach i eve a stable poli tic al s i tu ation i n  the NW T in the foreseeable fu ture . I also 
th i nk th at th at mech an i sm i s  valu able bec ause we h ave seen the k i nd o f  diffic ulty th at we c an r un 
into i f  we try to resolve all those i ssues i n  th i s  Ho use . We h ave the job of man ag i ng the 
governmental aff a i rs of the NWT and th at i s  an i mportant job . Wh i le we have obvi o usly a di rect 
i nterest in the const i tuti onal development in the Territo r i es, we can delegate some of th at 
responsib i lity to an organi zati on like the alli ance, and we did th at . And I th i n k  th at the pro cess 
th at is i n  place i s  one th at respects the r i ghts, and s afegu ards the i nterests of this Assembly and 
of the people of the NW T .  

So I w i ll just rei ter ate th at i n  talk i ng about the hollowness of the statement there, i t  does not 
mean th at I d i s appr ove of the alli ance do i ng th i s  wor k . I certai nly th i nk th at it does . One .other 
po i nt th at I wanted to make i s  yes, whether th i s  moti on is passed or not, it is clear to me th at 
the two forums wi ll in the com i ng weeks, attempt to si t down and beg i n  di scuss i ons ag ai n .  They do 
not need th i s  k i nd of statement from the Assembly . If it  were a s i ncerely s upporti ve statement, 
th at wo uld help very much . But they do not need it . They are pro b ably go i ng to do i t  anyw ay, 
under the mandate they alre ady h ave . In attempti ng to do it we must not think th at the job will be 
e asy . It i s  unquestionable th at it i s  go i ng to be a h ard job f or the all i ance bec ause of the 
attac k s  on its credi b i l i ty th at h ave been made i n  recent wee ks . And i t  will also be a h ard job if, 
i n  fact, and I allu ded to th i s  i n  my rep l y, the objecti ves of the two forums are clearly 
di fferent . Not only w i  1 1  i t  be a di ff i c ult job then, rather it wi 1 1  be an i mpossible job to 
reconcile the i nterests of the two for ums .  But I th i nk th at they sho uld sit down and get to work 
o n  it  and I th i nk they w i ll, regardless of any motion th at is p assed or not p assed in this House . 

W ork  Of Constitutional Alliance Sho uld Be Brought To Ho use 

W i th respect to the second resoluti on, I absolutely agree that as one of the p arti es of i nterest 
anything th at the Constituti onal Alliance does sho uld be b rought b ac k  to th i s  House for affirmat i on 
or rejecti on, and th at at some po i nt the House wi ll h ave to recommend to the Government of Can ada a 
c o u rse of action th at th i s  Ho use th i nks approp r i ate . Wh at I would l i ke to s ay about th at is just 
to clar i fy my own pos i ti on .  I bel i eve i ndeed th at the House h as th at role .  I wo u ld say that if 
the all i ance ' s  mandate is go i ng to mean anyth i ng, however, th at the House sh ould not recorrmend 
anyth i ng to the Government of Canada th at i s  di fferent from wh at the alli ance is reco mmendi ng as a 
whole, unless and unti l we re ach a po i nt where there seems to be an i mpasse i n  alliance d i sc uss i ons 
and negoti ati ons . Then at th at po i nt the House qu i te properly wo u ld say, " Well, something h as to 
be resolved i n  th i s  are a .  So we wi ll cons i der mak i ng some recommendations ,of o u r  own . " Th at wo uld 
be with i n  the r i ght of th i s  House to do it, but as long as the House s ays it is supporting the 
al 1 i ance and the mandate i t  has in th at area, it wo uld be improper for the Ho use to make any 
pre-empti ve recommendati ons . 

I h ad already made comments wi th respect to the th i rd clause so I will not speak to it aga i n . The 
fin al th i ng th at I would li ke to say '  i s  that i n  v i ew of the confused section now with respect to 
the government role, p arti c ularly, which really does no t clar i fy th at role, and bec ause o f  certa i n 
other d i ff i culti es th at I alluded to earlier I f i nd it very hard to suppo rt the motion . I th i nk at 
some po i nt' all Members of thi s  House have to dec i de clearly whether they support the alli ance doi ng 
i ts wo r k  or not. If they do, then i t  is i mportant, not i n  th i s  for u m, but i n  one where there is an 
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opportu n i ty for  more  free d i scu s s i o n and recon c i l i at i o n of i n t erest s ,  th at we cl ar i fy the  Ho us e ' s  
ro l e ,  the  al l i an c e ' s ro l e  an d t h e  governme nt ' s  ro l e  an d t h en th at we come i n  wi th some mo t i on t h at 
wou l d  get the  wh o l e th i ng ro l l i ng ag ai n .  Th at i s  wh at sh ou l d  be d on e . I fear  th at th i s  moti on 
doe s not accomp l i sh t h at at al l .  

MR . S PEAK ER : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . M acQuarr i e .  To the  mot i on as amended .  Mr . Mc L au g h l i n .  

HON . BR UCE McLAUGHL I N :  Yes , th ank yo u ,  Mr . Speaker . I h ave a great d eal o f  d i f f i c u l ty s uppo rt i ng 
t h e  mot i o n .  I was un h appy t h at the  mot i o n  to amen d d i d no t pass wh i c h wo u l d  h av e  i n c l u ded  s ome 
ot her doc uments to be co n s i dered , i n c l u d i n g the  south Mac ken z i e  recommen d at i on on reg i o n al 
counc i l s .  I i m ag i n e t h at prec l udes  reg i o n al cou nc i l s  be i ng co n s i d ered  as we l l  as pre c l udes  t a l k i n g 
abo u t  WARM and other reg i o n al coun c i l s  as wel l .  So for th at reason  I am agai n st the  mot i o n . I 
wi l l  not v ot e  ag a i n s t  i t  b ec ause  there are other th i ng s I l i k e  i n  i t .  Pe rh ap s ,  Mr . Spe aker , i f  we 
added  th ree or four mo re c l au ses there wo u l d  be e no u gh p eo p l e  i n  t h e  Hou se aga i n st  i t ,  for at l e ast 
one of the th i ng s ,  t h at ev erybody wou l d  ab st a i n .  Th ank  yo u .  

MR . SP EAKER : The mot i o n as amen ded . Re ady for t h e  qu e st i on?  Ms  Courn oyea , yo u h av e  th e r i g ht to 
c l ose the debate . 

HON . N EL L I E  COURNO YEA : Mr . Ch a i rm an ,  I wi l l  try not to re peat wh at I s a i d  tod ay b ut I wou l d  l i ke 
to c l ar i fy once  ag a i n th at the  reason th i s  mot i on  i s  o n  the  fl oor  i s  not  th at the for um s wou l d  not  
keep on meet i n g ,  wou l d  not  kee p  on spend i ng mo ney, wo u l d  not  k ee p  o n  do i n g the th i ng s . It w as t o  
r e a l l y  cl ar i fy ma i n l y  t o  a n  are a ,  m y  co n s t i tuency ,  t h at we re a l l y  ar e ask i ng q u e st i on s .  Are th ey 
go i n g t o  keep  on go i ng ?  I s  t h i s Leg i s l at i ve  Assemb l y  s u p port i n g them? Now i t  may be th at t h e  
forums wo u l d  h ave  co n t i n ued  to wor k ,  but i f  i t  was  not  c l a r i f i ed h ow se r i ous l y  wou l d  th ey be 
t aken?  I am sorry t h at t h i s  mot i on was on  the fl oor a l l week but no one  c ame to  me an d a s k ed me i f  
t h ey cou l d s i t  d own wi t h  me . I n o t i ced th at some oth er  p eop l e wer e asked  but not mys e l f ,  an d Mr . 
W r ay wa s not i n  town . Th i s  afternoon  wh en we s at down we h ave to rea l i ze th at t h i s  mo t i on was 
wr i tten  al most 20 t i mes  i n  order to get someth i ng t h at wo u l d not be th rown out of th e House  because  
of  p rev i o u s  documents , and we  drafted and  redr afted u n t i l we thought  i t  was someth i n g  that was 
accep t ab l e  bec au se we al ready have some oth er documen ts  th at we wer e dea l i ng wi t h .  So Mr . Spe aker , 
i f  t here i s  any b l ame to be t aken  I do not b e l i eve t h at anyo ne e l se sho u l d  take i t  b ut my se l f  
because  perh ap s  i t  w a s  se l f i shness  o n  m y  s i de  t o  b r i ng a moti on l i ke th i s , b ut i t  w a s  t o  c l ar i fy 
for my cons t i t uents  and other Memb ers t h at were as k i ng ,  wh at d oes t h i s Hou se t h i n k  about t h e  
Nun avut Const i t u t i o n al Forum? Wh at d o  they th i n k abo u t  the  West ern Con st i tut i ona l  Forum? Wh at 
r at i ng do t h ey p u t  on the  a l l i ance con t i n u i n g the  j o b ?  Th i s  was the  reason th at th i s  mo t i on was  
put  forward . I d o  not be l i ev e  i n  an  hour today we  co u l d  h av e  rewr i tten the m ot i on  to make su re 
t h at it passed  the i n spect i on of the Speaker who h a s been v er y  d i ff i c u l t  in mak i n g sure t h at we 
present  the mot i on  to  be  i n  order reg ard i ng t h i s  spec i a l i ss ue .  So , Mr . Spe aker , I fee l al th ough  I 
do not k now wh ether the  total gove rnment i s sues  are tota l l y  re so l v e d  i n  t he amen dment . I b e l i eve 
al so th at the  bu s i ness  o f  oth er reports are t aken c are of in  the  mot i on , t h at anyth i ng c an be 
ex am i n ed , b ut I wou l d  l i ke t o  s ay t h at the two most i mport an t  d oc umen ts th at st arte d t he who l e 
process  and c ame from t h e  peop l e  are i n  - - B u i l d i n g Nun av ut an d the  Den endeh  pro po sa l , wh i ch I 
b e l i eve no one  shou l d  be ash amed of . Th ank you . 

MR . McCAL L UM :  Mr . Speaker , on a po i nt of pr i v i l ege . 

MR . SP EAK ER : Po i nt of pr i v i l ege ,  Mr . Mc Cal l um .  

MR . Mc CAL LUM : Mr . Speaker , the mo v er of the  mot i on i n d i c ated  th at nobody h ad ap pro ac h ed her to 
t a l k to h er ab out th e mot i o n . She g ave no t i c e of th e mot i on Mon d ay ,  March 25 . It i s  to d ay Mar ch 
27 . I k now th at peo p l e appro ach e d  h er ye st erd ay an d ta l ked  to h er ye sterday.  I t a l ked to  her 
ag ai n to d ay .  For h er to s ay th at nobody appro ac h ed h er to try to  do somet h i ng is  tota l l y  wrong . 
S h e  shou l d  w i t h dr aw the rem arl< . 

MR . SP EAKER : Ms Cournoye a .  

HON . N EL L I E  COURNOYEA : Mr . Speaker,  wh en  I was spo ken t o  i t  was the attempt to get Mr . Patte r so n , 
who i s  the  ch a i rm an of th e N u n avut  c aucus , and  Mr . Ar no l d  McC al l um together t o  speak toget h er about  
somet h i n g th at poss i b l y  cou l d  be wr i tt en , but i t  was noth i n g in  re l at i onsh i p  to  mys e l f  s i t t i ng down 
wi th someo ne el s e .  Th ank  yo u .  

SOME HON . MEMBER S :  Quest i o n .  
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MR. SPEAKE R : To the motion as amended. Mr. McCall um. 

MR. McCALLUM : Mr. Speaker, I raised a que stion of priv i lege, in terms of it. I thought you would 
have i ndicat ed someth i ng to it. I ju st do not stand up and rai se a point of privilege without 
having some sub stance to the privilege. 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. McCa l lum, I wa s not there. Ms  Cournoyea said that ye s she did speak to you 
r elative to anoth er matter and certainly I do not know wh i ch one is right and which one is wrong. 
I do not know what you expect me to do. 

Motion 19-85 ( 1 ) , Carried As  Amended 

To the motion as amended. All tho se  in favour ? Oppo s ed, if any? The motion is carried as 
amend ed. 

- - - Carried 

Now dealing w i th s i tt i ng ho urs for tomorrow. I am sorry. There are two d i fferent ways in which we 
can handle thi s s i tuation we ar e i n . Th er e is a lot of work to be done and there  ar e a lot of 
Memb er s, I under stand, who are requir ed to leave here by tomorrow afternoon to go back East so it 
wa s my intent i on to sit at 9 : 00 a. m. tomorrow morn i ng to fin i sh thi s bu sine s s  of the Hou se. Now we 
can do it one of two way s. If I have unan i mou s con sent, I can r ece s s  and reform at 9 : 00 a. m. at 
th i s  po i nt on today s order s of the day. If I have  un animous consent I can do that. If I do not, 
have to qo back by way of order s of the day and start all ov er again tomorrow. Mr. Pudluk. 

MR. PU DLU K :  Mr. Speaker, j u st a corr ection. I be l i eve that NWT A i r  i s  leaving for the Ea st on 
Friday night. That is what I under stand . 

MR. SP EAKER : That change s the p i cture  considerably. The information that I hav e is that Fri-day ' s  
plane was cancelled. So I tr u st that your information is corr ect. Mr . Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY : Mr. Speaker, I s u gge st that we do not take a chance. vJe do not take a chance 
beca u s e  I hav e h eard two thing s, one th at the pl ane ha s been cancelled until Saturday morning and 
one that the plane is now at eight o ' clock on F r i day night and I am not sure which one is cor rect . 

HO N. BRUCE  McLAU GHL I N :  Both sound all right. 

MR . McCALLUM : E i ther late Fr i day or early Saturday. 

MR. SPEAKER :  Well, I will ask for u nanimous  consent to continue with todays orders  tomor row at 
9 : 00 a. m. Do I hav e  unanimou s  consent? 

SOME HON . MEMb ER S :  Ag reed. 

M R. SPEAKER : Ar e there  any nay s ?  

Then w e  will stand rece s s ed unti l 9 : 00 a. m. , tomor row morni ng. 

- - -Agr eed 

- - -R E CESS  
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