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RANKIN INLET, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

MONDAY, JUNE 10, 1985 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Nellie 
Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erk loo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCal lum, 
Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. 
Pudluk, Mr. Richard, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. T'Seleie, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Monday, June 10th. Item 2, Members' rep 1 i es. 
Mr. Nerysoo. 

Death Of Mr. Al Bourque 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of privilege. I believe that Members of this 
House are aware of the most recent and tragic death of a pub 1 i c servant of the Government of the 
Northwest Territories, Mr. Al Bourque. I believe that we all recognize the dedication and service 
he provided to this government. I believe that it is necessary to have the Speaker, on behalf of 
all Members of this House, send our condolences to Mr. Bourque's wife and his family. I believe 
that Mr. McCallum has a few words to add to this particular issue. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo. Mr. McCallum. 

MR. McCALLUM: I would like to indicate my support of the Government Leader, Mr. Nerysoo's 
comments. Mr. Bourque was a long-time resident of the Northwest Territories, and has an extended 
family in the Territories, although he was not born in the Territories. Mr. Bourque had served 
this government for some time in a very capable manner in Frobisher Bay, the Baffin Region, the 
Keewatin and more lately in Fort Smith. He was a wildlife officer and had a cireat deal to do with 
co-ordinating the Pope's proposed visit to the community of Fort Simpson in the NWT this past 
summer. He had been the assistant regional director and just recently was appointed regional 
director for the Fort Smith Region by the Government Leader and the Commissioner. His tragic death 
comes as a great shock to people such as myself who consider Al to be a very close friend. He was 
a good community man, he gave of himself to the community and especially to the youth of the 
community. 

His family is living in Fort Smith at the present time and as I said, as a friend of Mr. Bourque, I 
would like to echo Mr. Nerysoo's comments and trust that you will draft the appropriate letter of 
condolences to Mrs. Bourque and her family on behalf of the Members of this Assembly. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McCallum. 
further points of privilege at this time? 

ITEM 2: MEMBERS' REPLIES 

Mr. T'Seleie's Reply 

We wi 11 take on the respons i bi 1 i ty as requested. 
Item 2, Members' replies. Mr. T'Seleie. 

Any 

MR. T'SELEIE: Mr. Speaker and honourable Members, I am happy to have this opportunity to address 
the Assembly on some concerns in my constituency. 
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I have been here now for about a year and a half and I can say that I am finally beginning to feel 
comfortable in addressing the Assembly. I have spoken to most of you privately or individually on 
some of the concerns of my canst ituency. I think that at least I have promised you th at there are 
not going to be many surprises in what I say here because I think most of you know where I come 
from. I am al so happy to speak to you here because if in the next few years some of you are not 
here as decision makers, I think that whatever else you do you will still have an important role to 
play in some of the continuing decisions that have to be made in the North. 

As you know I represent Norman Wells, Colville Lake, Fort Good Hope, Fort Norman and Fort 
Franklin. I always say that I think that I represent one of the more difficult constituencies in 
the North. The reason I say that is that when I travel from Norman Wells to a place like Colville 
Lake, for me it is like going from day to night. Norman Wells is mainly an oil community, while 
Colville Lake I think is one of the most traditional of Dene communities. In Norman Wells you will 
find that Dene languages are not very often spoken and in a pl ace like Col vi 11 e Lake, many of the 
children do not speak English. So what I want to say is that there is a big difference in the 
lifestyles'and cultures and outlooks of the people I am here to represent. 

Concerns Of Constituents Regarding Norman Wells Pipeline Project 

The most important concern for my constituents, Mr. Speaker, is the building and completion of the 
pipeline. This pipeline was officially declared open in May of this year. The major concern here 
is that this pipeline has been built and completed without the settlement of the outstanding rights 
of the Dene and Metis. 

In the Commissioner's opening Address, the Commissioner referred to the Norman Wells experience as 
a learning experience. I agree with the Commissioner. However, I think that for the majority of 
the Dene and Metis, that the experience has not been a good one. What has happened here is that we 
now have our oil resources being piped out, and we are left to face any environmental damage that 
could occur. The artificial islands that have been built in Norman Wells are the first of their 
kind, at least in the western world, and the people of my constituency are concerned that there are 
no environmental safeguards to protect the Mackenzie River environment. We are hearing complaints 
that some fish downstream, especially in the community of Fort Good Hope, are no longer edible. 
The people would like to know who is responsible for this. We would like to know whether or not 
there are any contingency plans in the event of a major oil spill from the Norman Wells project. 

The Norman Wells project offered some jobs and some business opportunities for some people, but the 
vast majority of jobs went to southern people. The main reason that so many of the jobs went to 
the South was because of the influence of the unions. I realize that unions are very powerful 
organizations and that it is often within their means to negotiate terms and conditions for their 
membership on these large projects, but I still think that the North, the Mackenzie Valley, is a 
special place and that this government, this Assembly, together with the major native 
organi zat i ans, should set down terms and condit i ans when it comes to the employment of northern 
people. I think that the government should be firm with the oil companies and the unions. I know 
for sure, that the support is there from the people of the North to be firm. I know also that the 
major companies want the resources very badly. 

The Norman Wells pipeline brings out some other concerns for my constituency. Firstly, it has more 
or less opened the doors to the development of the region. Right now there are many, many 
exploration companies in the region, and this has been going on for several years now. There are 
more drill rigs going into the region; pockets of oil and gas have been found in several locations 
in the region. The scenario is if some of these discoveries are commercially viable at some point 
other small diameter pipelines would be connected to the one existing now. In this process of 
exploration the companies have very often been in conflict with the hunters and trappers and people 
who are using the land to make their living. 

Also I think a lot of you are familiar with what happened in Fort Norman last year when an oil 
company got permission from the federal government to set up a rig right inside of hamlet land, 
inside of the settlement boundaries. The people were quite shocked to find that they, had no legal 
instrument that they could use to question what this company was doing. There was nothing to stop 
the company from drilling right on the main street in Fort Norman if they wanted to. So really, 
even communities are not protected by any kind of existing legislation on not having resource 
companies affect them in such a big way. 
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Mr. Speaker, I think that the Norman Wells pipeline will continue to be a concern. I was ql ad when 
I heard the Commissioner refer to it as a learning experience because I think that it really is. 
We have another big project on the horizon that we have been hearing quite a bit about, and it is 
the Polar Gas project. This would go into the Beaufort Sea and down the Mackenzie Valley. I think 
what we have to do is take what we learn from this project and apply it to the next one. I think 
the majority of my constituents would agree with me when I say that if another major project is 
allowed to go ahead, based on what has happened in Norman Wells, I do not think that they would 
agree with it. We have to sit down and start setting some rules about what should happen. 

Education In Order To Cope With Change 

I have some other concerns I would like to talk about. The other major concern for my constituents 
is in the area of education. Education touches on the young people of the North. Other than the 
last quite a few years now, the Government of the NWT has been spending a great deal of money on 
educational facilities and yet to this point in time we cannot say that the government has been too 
successful in really educating the young people in the way that they need to be educated in order 
to cope with the change that people are undergoing. People are required to change almost on a 
daily basis because of what is going on around them. Many parents are worried that their children 
do not have the tools to be able to really cope with this change. It is for this reason, Mr. 
Speaker, that the whole area of education has to continue to be a major priority with this 
government. 

As far as education is concerned I think that the teachers that we get into the education system 
are probably the ones that really would make or break the system. Really we need quality teachers 
and I realize that it may not always be possible to have the kind of teachers that you want in a 
small community. I think that is the direction that has to be taken. I would like to see 
community people have a lot more say in who teaches their children because I am aware that some 
teachers are not always agreeable to native students and they have very limited understanding of 
what native children are all about. In this regard I think that what the Department of Education 
should do is they should hire full-time native counsellors in all schools in the small communities 
of the NWT. These counsellors would have to be picked by the community and their job would be to 
counsel students, much as in the high schools you have what is called a guidance counsellor; a 
person who guides students, who talks with them when they have problems. I really think that if we 
had that in the smaller settlements that it would improve our chances of fewer children dropping 
out. There would be a smaller drop-out rate. 

Young People Are Our Most Precious Resource 

When I speak about education, it also makes me think about the fact that today we have so many 
young people in the Northwest Territories. Earlier I said that the drop-out rate was really high 
in the North. There is really a big need for this government to start doing much more for the 
young people of the North. I think that perhaps we should consider establishing a ministry that 
just takes care of the youth. I want to say too, that really, when you think about it and you 
think about the dollars that are being spent on education and, I guess, some social programs, some 
people think that really it is a lot of money, but the way that I look at it is that the young 
people are the most precious resource that we have. We cannot measure what we do for the young 
people in terms of dollars and cents or we cannot look at it in terms of saying, "Well, you know, 
are we receiving a fair return for our dollar?" They are the future of the North and we should do 
all that we can. I think that young people need all the guidance and support that they can get 
from this government. 

Concerns Of Communities 

As for some community concerns, Mr. Speaker, the community of Fort Franklin, since the accident of 
the plane crash last October, has been very busy lobbying both this government and the federal 
government to get them to build a new airport in that community. the airport that they have right 
now is in very bad need of repair. This past spring, Mr. Wray and Mr. Sibbeston were with me there 
and we had a meeting concerning some upgrading work to the Fort Franklin airport. This is a major 
area of concern for that community because the airport that they have right now is in very poor 
shape. The inquiry that was set up to inquire into the reason for the accident last fall, I think 
determined that basically the reason for it was pilot error, but really, at the time they did not 
have a full-time person who monitored the airport. There was also some question about whether or 
not the aircraft had proper communication with what the weather was like in the community. So, 
they need a full-time person that would monitor the airport as well. 
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The other concern that Fort Franklin has asked me to present is that they would like, at some 
point, to construct a home for senior citizens. This is also a concern for Fort Norman, they would 
also like a home for their older people. Fort Franklin has also raised a concern about the effects 
of the mine at Port Radium. They would like a study done to determine whether the water is safe to 
drink. Fort Frankl in has al so asked that their community office complex stay where it is in the 
capital project. I understand that they are beginning to work on the construction of a new office 
complex in Fort Norman. 

Mr. Speaker, in the last two regional council meetings, Colville Lake has raised the issue of 
communications to the community. Right now they have only a small radio and some days they can 
communicate and other days they cannot. That community would al so like, at some point in the 
future, to consider full settlement status. I have started some talks with the Inuvik regional 
office about that community and whether or not it would be possible for the government to provide 
better services in there. Right now there really are no kinds of services other than a small co-op 
store and -- it is not quite a nursing station but some pl ace where there are a few pil 1 s and 
medicine and that sort of thing. 

Function Of Committees And Community Councils 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to speak on a couple of other issues. During the last session we 
heard Mr. Wray complaining that there were too many community organizations. I share this concern 
for my constituency. Right now there are LEAs, hunters and trappers associations, housing 
associations, youth justice committees and I have to say that right now people stil 1 do not 
understand that there is a government group for almost anything that happens in their lives. So 
really what people end up doing is going to the community or hamlet council to complain about an 
item, say education. They will not go to the education committee because they only recognize the 
major groups that they vote for. The turnouts for elections to any of these groups are often not 
very big, usually only 20 or 30 people, yet they are seen to be major decision makers on that 
important area of education or some other areas. 

I think that band councils, hamlet and community councils in my area, at least, should be the major 
decision makers in these areas. I think the government should provide funding to hamlet councils 
and community councils and then they .would in turn provide it to these other associations and 
groups. At that stage they would more or les·s be subcommittees of the main council. I think we 
would have the functioning of government in a community really simplified that way. Right now what 
is happening is one group is saying this, the other group is saying another thing and in the 
process the people get left out or confused and they forget about the whole thing, about trying to 
address it through the government system. 

Mr. Speaker, I did not come too well-prepared. I hope I have been able to at least interest the 
Members for a little while. As far as the Executive goes, I think the Executive in some areas has 
done a very good job and right now I would especially like to say that I like some of the 
initiatives that the Minister of Housing has taken in the last year or so. Some of the responses 
to the recommendations of the special committee on housing were very quick. So Mr. Speaker, for 
now this is al 1 I have to say. Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. T'Seleie. Item 2, Members' replies. Mr. Erkloo. 

Mr. Erkloo's Reply 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to make a short reply. It will be 
shorter than my friend's statement. 

When we first were elected I made a reply at that time and this is my second reply since I have 
been a Member. First of all I would like to say thank you for the hospitality of the Rankin Inlet 
hamlet. The mayor took me out seal hunting here but I am sure the seals did not welcome me because 

did not catch any seals. 

will be talking about the same things as I talked about in my first reply. In Pond Inlet we were 
in need of housing. We got that. Al so we needed an addition to the school and we got that too. 
In Hall Beach we needed an RCMP officer and they got their officer. So I would like to thank the 
Ministers for getting us that. 
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As for long-term planning, the Baffin Regional Council started in 1979. After they were formed 
there were other organizations that came up. The Baffin regional divisional board of education has 
just got their status and we were very happy about this. So the Inuit people will try and operate 
within themselves. Also the Baffin regional hospital board is operating adequately in the Baffin 
Region. I just heard the nursing stations in the communities will be transferred in the future to 
the territorial government and I am very happy about that. In Hall Beach and Igloolik I have 
spoken to their mayors and to members of different associations in the communities. They have 
informed me that they are going to try and amalgamate with these different committee bodies and I 
hope to be able to work with them. 

Also Pauloosie Paniloo and I were invited to ITC in Rankin Inlet in April. This was a very 
informative meeting and it was the very first time that they had invited MLAs. So in view of that 
we are going to be working closely together. I think the ordinary people are starting to voice 
their concerns and voicing their chance to have opportunities to do something. 

At the present time we heartily give our congratulations to the people sitting across, to the 
Ministers. I think that they are doing a very good job and they are functioning like a government 
so I thank all of the Ministers sitting across from me. 

Future Of Young People In Communities 

However, we have some concerns. For example, in the communities the younger people at the age of 
10 to 15 are so numerous. These people are our younger generation and sometimes when I look at all 
those younger teenagers I tend to wonder how they will be living in the future. As older people we 
have problems with employment, since there is hardly any employment opportunities in our 
communities. Also the inflation is going higher. For these reasons, trying to look into the 
future is kind of hard and confusing as to how we wi 11 be helping these younger people. So I think 
it is better for us to start putting these under consideration, especially the government 
officials. 

Going back to the Baffin regional divisional board of education, they will be starting to operate 
within themselves. Since they have obtained their status early, they will be kind of slow in the 
beginning. In the smaller communities which do not go up to grade nine, because the students have 
to leave their home communities, these divisional boards will try to see that this does not happen 
in the future. Especially the MLAs and the Minister of Education, have to give support to those 
divisional boards of education. 

In the Baffin Region, private businesses are not that many. I think that there should be more 
businesses arising in the Baffin Region so that the economy will go up. So I think that Economic 
Development should try and work toward this in this area. I was very happy to hear it when the 
Minister stated that there will be more Inuit as economic development officers in the communities, 
so that they can understand each other, as older people do not know how to operate their own 
business dealings. It seems like Inuit people are scared to have their own business because they 
do not know how to deal with business management, and there are not that many opportunities in the 
Baffin Region. I think, for these reasons, the government should be supporting us more. 

I wanted to stress these more, but however, I would like to talk about the Constitutional 
Alliance. I am sure we are going to be working closely together in the future, and we will be able 
to co-operate with each other. For example, the division of the land has to come up in the future, 
so we are going to have to deal with that. I will not be touching on this topic too much at the 
present time. The alliance is frozen right now, and I cannot say that I do not like it or I like 
it, but however, thank you, Mr. Speaker for letting me speak. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Erkloo. I would like at this time to recognize, in the gallery, the 
speaker of the Keewatin Regional Council and the various mayors representing their communities. 
Would you please stand, gentlemen? 

---Applause 

Thank you very kindly. Item 2, Members' replies. Item 3, Ministers' statements. Ms Cournoyea. 
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ITEM 3: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Minister's Statement On Clean-Up And Disposal Of PCBs 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, in regard to the PCB situation in the Northwest Territories 
and a recent report on the same, the clean-up of PCBs from the abandoned DEWline sites is slated to 
begin on July 18th and is to be completed by early September. The actual clean-up work will be 
carried out by trained armed forces personnel. The contaminated oil equipment and soil will be 
placed in sealed 45 gallon drums and as the drums are filled, they will be removed to the nearest 
active DEWline site, where the drums will be placed in special metal containers designed for this 
purpose, and this is four drums per container. These containers will be sealed and left at the 
active site for removal to a temporary central storage facility at Hall Beach. The containers will 
then be picked up from the temporary storage facility by the United States Air Force and removed 
from the Northwest Territories. It is expected that all containers will be removed from the Hall 
Beach facility by the years end. A meeting with the residents of Ha 11 Beach was arranged for June 
5, 1985, to discuss the facility. However, right at this time, no information has been received on 
the outcome of that meeting. 

Earlier this year it was stated that Cambridge Bay was al so intended to be a site for a temporary 
storage fat-ility. It has since been determined that it will not be required. The one temporary 
central storage facility required will be located at Hall Beach, l'Alere a suitable facility has been 
identified. As is the case across Canada, a few PCB-containing transformers are in existence at 
some power generating stations in the Northwest Territories. The units are enclosed and we 
understand that we cannot escape some of these. It is intended that this equipment will be phased 
out eventually. Phasing out of this equipment has been delayed as no PCB destruction facilities 
are available in Canada at this time. It is considered safer to leave the transformers in use 
where they are repeatedly checked, as opposed to leaving them in storage. 

This fall, the federal health department will be carrying out a testing program to study PCBs in 
humans in the North. This study will compare PCB levels in people following traditional northern 
diets, with those found in people in southern Canada. Full details of this study are not available 
at this time. 

In the matter of the special federal, provincial, territorial Ministers' meeting on the PCB 
management; this meeting of all federal, provincial, territorial environment Ministers was held in 
Montreal on May 31, 1985, to address the PCB problem. There are presently two methods for PCB 
destruction under consideration. One involves the chemical process which reduces oil containing 
low levels of PCBs to a salt sludge. The oil can be reclaimed and reused. The process was used on 
a trial basis in Saskatchewan and proved successful. It is a relatively expensive process and it 
is applicable to low level PCB-containing oils only. It cannot be used to treat contaminated 
soils, equipment or oils containing high levels of PCBs. It is a mobile process. 

The second treatment method being considered involves incineration at temperatures of a very high 
degree. These facilities, at present, require a stationary or fixed site, and siting of these 
facilities has not been received favourably by the general public where they call it the NIMBY 
syndrome, is quite evident -- this means that we do not want it -- "Not In My Back Yard". However, 
such facilities are under construction in the provinces of Quebec and Alberta, with Ontario giving 
some consideration to such a facility. The problem is that these provinces are reluctant to 
dispose of PCBs from other provinces and territories. A group was set up to reso 1 ve the di sposa 1 
problem. 

Other action items discussed at the meeting on May 31st were: 
1) Reinventory of PCB quantities in Canada. 
2) Close association and enforcement with a new Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act. 
3) Setting up national quality objectives for PCBs regarding air, water and soil. 
4) National co-ordination to ensure provincial cohesiveness in addressing the PCB problem. 
5) Setting up of national sampling procedures, as well as establishing norms for the construction 

of storage and construction facilities. 
6) National public awareness and education programs are to be conducted. 

A 11 these action i terns are to be comp 1 eted and reported at the next Canadian Council of Resource 
and Environment Ministers this fall. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam Minister. Are there any further Ministers' statements? Item 4, 
oral questions. Mr. Pudluk. 
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ITEM 4: ORAL QUEST ION S 

Question 23-85(2): Teacher Positions In High Arctic 

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question to the Minister of 
Education. In my constituency there are quite a few young people who presently go to school and we 
find that we are lacking teachers in Resolute and Grise Fiord. I would like to know if there are 
any plans in the near future for the allocation of more teachers in my constituency. I think there 
are too many students for the teachers and I would like to know if the Minister intends to allocate 
more teaching positions in my constituency. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENN IS PATTERSON: (Transl at ion) Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I would like to respond to this 
question tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister, taking the question as notice. Oral questions, Mr. Richard. 

Question 24-85(2): Transfer Of Responsibility For Mental Health Services 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My auestion is for the Minister of Health and Social 
Services. Last session a motion was passed recorrmending that there be established a directorate of 
mental health services within the Department of Health. I believe the motion also called for the 
training of corrmunity mental health workers. I al so believe at that time that the Minister 
indicated that this motion would assist him in his discussions with the federal Minister in seeking 
a transfer of jurisdiction in this matter and the appropriate funding to the territorial 
government. Some of us earlier today, Mr. Speaker, spoke with some of the community leaders here 
who told us that among the concerns they have, is suicide among the young people of this region and 
we all know that is a problem in other regions as well. In that context I ask the Minister to 
today advise us of the result of his discussions with the federal Minister and if the federal 
government is still reluctant to transfer this responsibility to us to give us the reasons, if they 
have given such reasons. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 24-85(2): Transfer Of Responsibility For Mental Health Services 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHL IN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have had discussions with Hon. Jake Epp, the 
Minister of Health and Welfare, concerning the transfer of mental health. As well I have tal ked 
with a few of the native organizations in the NWT about the transfer of health services fran the 
federal government to us, in conjunction with the nursing stations. To date I only have support of 
the Inuit organizations in the Eastern Arctic for the transfer of health services from the federal 
government to the territorial government. I believe, although Mr. Epp has not said anything on 
this directly, previous to this, the Department of Health and Welfare wanted to have the support of 
the native organizations before they would consider transferring health services to this 
government. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLaughlin. Oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 25-85(2): Funding For Full-Time Psychiatrist, Keewatin Area 

MR. MacQUARR IE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mine is a follow-up for the Minister of Health on the 
matter of psychiatric services. We were further informed earlier today that there is a 
psychiatrist, who, I know personally, has been coming into the Keewatin area for close to 20 
years. I understand that he would be willing to provide full-time services to the area. Of course 
this is just one of many areas in the Territories that needs that kind of help. But while he is 
willing to do that, apparently the federal government is not willing to allocate the dollars that 
would free that kind of position. So can I ask the Minister whether he is aware that Dr. Rodgers 
is making that kind of offer? If the Minister is aware, is he doing anything to press the federal 
government to provide the dollars or, alternatively, to perhaps provide some of the funding from 
our government to assist that kind of effort? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 
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HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I believe one of the Members from the Keewatin 
mentioned to me one time, verbally, in a general discussion of health services in the Keewatin, 
that the psychiatrist who is providing services here now had made propositions to various people 
that he would like to provide a full-time service. As to the position of the federal Department of 
Health and Welfare, I will have to take notice on that and get back  to the Member. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister. You are taking the question as notice. Mr. MacQuar rie. 

MR . MacQUARR IE: Yes, could I j ust ask the Minister then whether he would give the undertaking that 
if that opportunity is available and the feder � government is reluctant that he would attempt to 
see what this government can do to make that a reality and be able to take advantage of the offer 
that is there? 

MR. S PEAKER: Mr . Minister, I understood you to take the other question as notice and that was part 
of the other question. Oral questions . Mr. Paniloo. 

Question 26-85(2): Alternative To User-Pay Program 

MR . PAN ILOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of the Housing 
Corporation. Just some information with respect to housing. In the Baffin communities and other 
areas of the NWT there is a prog ram available for the home-ownership program. In this part of the 
NWT, especia l ly in the Eastern Arctic, the people are very concerned about the user-pay program. 
When the Baffin Regional Council met the last time, the mayors showed obvious concern about the 
user-pay program which was to be initiated in the Territories. It is obvious that there are some 
concerns about energy conservation . However, people in this area of the NWT are concerned about 
the user-pay program. Is it possible for you to review another avenue, other than your existing 
policy? Thank you, Mr. Speaker .  

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister, that was pretty garbled at this end. Were you able to pick up the 
context of the question? 

Return To Question 26-85(2): Alternative To User-Pay Program 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I think I got the general gist of it . As per the direction of 
this House at the last session, the Housing Corporation has begun the implementation of the 
user-pay program. At this point in time I see no reason to stop that process. I believe that part 
of the concerns from the Baffin are based more on misinformation than they are on reality . As I 
announced the other day we intend to schedule the user-pay program in at around 600 accounts a 
month, which will give us time to make sure that the communities understand what the program is all 
about. 

I read some of the comments from the Baffin Regional Council in the Fro bi sher newspaper . and al so in 
the minutes of the meeting in the transcripts . I quite frankly think their fears are just not 
justified. Nobody who cannot afford to pay will be asked to pay. I do not think it is 
unreasonable to ask people to pay $ 15 to $20 a month for electricity, and that is what we are 
tal king about on the average. For people who cannot afford th at, then the Department of Social 
Services has programs to assist them in payment of those bills. So, Mr. Speaker, at this time I 
see no reason to change the course of action that we have undertaken. My own personal belief is 
that if people do conserve their power, then very few people will actually have to pay. We look at 
the rates that were set and they are fairly generous rates . If people are going to utilize their 
power carefu 11 y ,  there should be no reason for them to pay. The Baffin is like the Keewatin. 
There is not a community in the wintertime, here, that you walk around at four o' clock in the 
morning but that the lights are blazing all over the place. Perhaps people will just have to learn 
to shut off their lights and not plug in snowmobiles and trucks and expect the Housing Corporation 
to pay for it . Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions . Mr. Ballantyne . 

Question 27-85(2): Government Action For Year Of The Youth 

MR. BALLANTYNE: I have a question for the Minister of Health and Social Services. It is a 
question to do with the Year of the Youth. During the budget session I indicated to the Minister 
th at I was not very pl eased with the efforts that this government is making. This year I thought 
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that the youth as sembly propo sed for the fall is really a to ken effort . This morning we had a 
good  briefing by Mr . Ernerk and Mr . Anawak about the problems of youth here . There are problems of 
the youth all over the Territories . I think the Minister is aware of the Keewatin survey on youth 
and Mr . Curley, I am sure, has discussed it with the Minister . My question to the Minister i s, is 
this government going to do anything of substance in this year, to come to grips with the problems 
of the youth of the NWT? 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr . Minister . 

Return To Question 27-85 (2 ) : Government Action For Year Of The Youth 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Yes, thank you, Mr . Speaker . During the budget ses sion I indicated to the 
Member and to this House that it is the intention of the GN WT to recognize youth in a very 
important way during this year and that is to listen to them and to get their ideas . That is why 
we are going to have a youth forum in the fa 11 . Each Member of the Executive wi 11 have a youth 
hired shortly from within their department budget . These eight youths will be a working (Jroup to 
hopefully represent each of the reg i ans and cultures in the NWT .  They wi 11 be tr ave 11 i ng with the 
Ministers and sometimes on their own to the different regions to help organize regional and 
community groups . And in conjunction with the two youths that each Member has been as ked to select 
from his constituency, we hope to put together a situation where the youth of the NWT wi 11 be 
listened to directly by their selected representatives in a forum, in a situation where there will 
be a direct mes sage from the youth forum to the As sembly in the fall . This is the year that this 
government intend s  to pay attention to our youth ; to listen to their ideas and their problems . 
Hopefully with that ad vice we can develop programs and budget the neces sary funds to start 
correcting what are very serious  concerns for youth in the NWT .  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister . Mr . Ballantyne, supplementary . 

Supplementary To Question 2 7-85(2): Government Action For Year Of The Youth 

MR . BALLANTYN E: Supplementary, thank you, Mr . Speaker . take it then, from the Minister' s 
response that that is all this government is going to do until this group of youths have a chance 
to go around the Territori es . I for one, do not think that that is enough . Is the Minister aware 
of the fact, that there have been many studies done? I think that the Minister should be aware 
of al 1 the problems that youths face, and I think it is a question that has to be dealt with now 
and not wait for another conference . I wonder, what is the Minister prepared to do, now, about the 
problems of the youth in the Northwest Territories? 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr . Minister . 

Further Return To Question 27-85(2 ): Government Action For Year Of The Youth 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHL IN: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . The youth of the Northwest Territories are, as 
everyone wi 11 acknowledge, and myself through experience with the special committee on education, 
very concerned about the youth in the Northwest Territories .  With the high drop-out rate in 
schools and the frustration of them not being able to see a future, it seems that a lot of youth in 
the N orthwest Territories are caught between two extremes . Some of them have not gone to school 
long enough to have enough education that they can pick a career in the public service or a trade. 
At the same ti me, they have been in schoo 1 1 ong enough and away from their parents and their 
family, that they do not know any of the traditional hunting and trapping s kills for living off the 
land . So, we have a very severe situation of lost and frustrated youth out there . It is a major 
problem in the N orthwest Territories .  Suicide rates among the youth in the N orthwest Territories 
are among the highest . These are areas that we recognize as being maj or pro b l ems . 

Several of the departments of the Government of the N orthwest Territories are involved with youth ; 
Education for example, my own Department of Social Services, and the Minister of Local Government 
through recreation . It is a go vernment-wide problem to be dealt with, and it has been a problem 
for at least a decade . In everybody ' s  opinion, something should be done about it . During this 
year, we hope to have a situation where the youth in the Northwest Territories are going to be 
organized in the various regions and communities, and be able to deliver a mes sage to this 
government about what they feel should be done for the youth in the future . Thank you, Mr . 
Speaker. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister . Supplementary, Mr . Ballantyne . 
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S u p p l eme n t ary To Q u e s t i o n 2 7 -85 ( 2 ) : Government  Act i on F o r  Y e ar Of Th e Youth  

Mfi .  BALLANTYNE : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker , s u p p l eme n t ary . I t h i n k t h i s go vernment  h as heard  from 
e v e ry commun i ty t h at t h e  emph a s i s of  t h i s  government s h o u l d  be  p ar t i c i p at i on at t he  commun i ty 
l ev e l . Th e qu e s t i o n th at  I a s k  t he  M i n i s t e r  i s , i n s t e ad of , or maybe al o n g  w i t h , t he  part i c u l ar 
µ r o g r amm i ng t h at he  h as i n  m i n d ,  why not h ave your gover nment m a ke some f u n ds av a i l ab l e at t h e  
commu n i ty l ev e l , wh ere peop l e  u n d e r s t and  t h e  prob l ems , and g i v e  them a l i t t l e  b i t o f  h e l p i n  
d e a l i ng w i th t he  prob l ems at t h at commu n i ty l ev e l ?  

MR . S P EAKER : M r .  M i n i s t e r . 

F u r t h e r  Ret ur n  To Q ues t i o n 2 7 -85 ( 2 ) : Governme n t  Act i o n F o r  Y e ar Of The Yo u t h  

HON . BRUCE  McLAU G HL I N :  M r .  S peaker , h av i ng j u st p a s s ed the  b u d get , yo u  h ave t o  be aware t h at I d o  
not  h ave  eno u g h  f u n d s  i n  my b u d g e t  to  fu n d  t he  proj ect  i nv o l v i ng you t h  i n  ev ery s i ng l e  commun i ty .  
I f  t h at i s .  someth i ng th at the  yo uth  forum b r i n g s  to u s  and t h i s  As semb l y, and the  government agree s 
w i t h  i t ,  then  i t  wi l l  b e  somet h i n g we do i n  t he  future . Wh at the Member i s  tryi n g  to d o  i s  ask  me 
to g i ve a s i mp l e  an swer for a comp l i c a t ed so l u t i o n ,  and I do not t h i nk t h at i t  c an be done . 

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank you , Mr . M i n i s t er . Ora l  q u e s t i o n s . Mr . Angott i t au ru q . 

Q u e s t i on 28-85 ( 2 ) : F i s h e ry For  Gj o a  Haven  

Mfi . ANGOTT I TAURU Q :  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . 
E c o n om i c Dev e l opment , the  Hon . Mr . Cur l ey .  I n  
t ry i ng to get a f i s h e ry g o i ng . F rom t he  l as t  I 
w a s  go i n g to proceed . After t h at l a s t  one t h a t  
to proceed th i s  ye ar . I wou l d  l i ke a n  an swer 
g o i n g  or if i t  i s  go i n g to proceed . Th ank  yo u . 

M R . SPEAKER : Mr . M i n i s t e r , ye s or no . 

My q u e s t i on w i l l  be d i rected to the  M i n i s ter of  
my co n s t i t uency t h e  h u n ter s  an d trap p e r s  h av e  been  
h ave he ard on th at ,  i t  seemed q u i te ev i dent t h at i t  
I heard , I h av e  heard  rumo u r s  th at i t  was  not go i ng 
from the  M i n i s ter at t h i s  t i me ,  wh ether  i t  i s  not  

R e t u r n  To  Que s t i o n  28-85 ( 2 ) : F i s h ery For Gjoa  Haven  

HON . TAGAK CURL E Y :  Mr . Spe aker , before  I g i v e the  u l t i mate answer , I wo u l d  l i k e ,  by  way of 
i n t r od u c t i on to my an swer , to s ay t h at my off i c i a l s i n  the r eg i o n ,  a l o ng w i th t h e  r eg i on a l  
d i rector , have  been wo r k i ng very h ar d ,  not on l y  th i s  ye ar b u t  l a s t  ye ar a s  we l l ,  t o  try and dev e l op  
a v i ab l e  f i s h i ng i n d u s t ry i n  t h e  Centra l  Arct i c ,  t h e  K i t i kmeot Reg i o n .  D u r i ng the  s ummer of  l as t  
ye ar we ser i ou s l y  l oo k e d  a t  t h e  po s s i b i l i ty o f  est ab l i s h i n g a f i s h i ng p l ant a t  G j o a  Haven . B u t  as 
we deve l oped the pl ans  and the co_s t s  even t u a l l y  ad ded u p ,  we f i nd t h  at t h i s  year t h at we c an not  
p r oc eed  w i t h  the  proj ec t , i n  v i ew of  the fact  t h at i t  i s  n o t  go i ng t o  b e  v i ab l e  a n d  the  fact  t hat  
t h e  q uota  i n  t he  reg i on i s  too  f ar s p r e ad out  to be ab l e  to h arvest  the  e x i s t i ng q u ot a  t h at t he  
F i s h er i e s a nd  Ocean s  Can ad a  has  al l owed u s  to  h ar ve s t  i n  the  reg i o n .  So , therefore , t he  a n swer  i s  
t h  at we w i  1 1  not be p roceed i ng w i th t he  p l  ans t h i s  s umme r ,  b ut we are cont i n u i ng to l o ok at 
a l t er n at i v es , fo r s i mp l i f i ed f i s h i n g proj ect s i n  the Cent r a l  Arct i c .  Th ank  yo u .  

M R . SPEAKER : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . M i n i s ter . Or a l  que s t i on s . Mr . Garg an . 

Q u e s t i on  2 9 - 85 ( 2 ) : R eport  On  R e v i ew Of L an d l o rd  A n d  Ten ant  Act 

MR . GARGAN : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Spe ak e r . My que st i on i s  d i rected to  the  Gov ernment Leader and it  i s  
w i th  reg ard to t h e  L an d l ord and  Ten ant Act . I b e l i eve t h ere was a rev i ew done on t h i s  part i cu l ar 
i s s u e , an d I wou l d  l i k e to ask  t he  M i n i s t er wh et her  there  i s  any f i n a l  doc ument t h at i s  go i ng to be  
p r e s en t ed u n der the  L a n d l ord a n d  Ten ant Act ?  

MR . S P EAK ER : Mr . M i n i s t e r . 

R e t u r n  To Q u e s t i o n 2 9 - 85 ( 2 ) : Report  On  Rev i ew Of L and l o rd  And Ten an t  Act 

HON . R I C HARD N E R Y SOO : Th ank you , Mr . Speaker . No , I do not h ave a f i n al report to t ab l e  at t h i s 
p ar t i c u l ar se s s i on .  As soon as th at part i c u l ar rep ort i s  made av a i l ab l e  to me ,  I wi l l  make i t  
p u b l i c and make av a i l ab l e  cop i es to a l l Members  of t h e  L eg i s l at i ve As s emb l y . 

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank yo u .  Then you are t ak i ng t he  q ue s t i on as not i ce .  Mr . Gargan , s up p l ementary .  



- 1 1 1  -

Supp l ementary To Question 2 9-85 ( 2 ) : Report On Review Of Land l ord And Tenant Act 

MR. GARGAN :  Thank you , Mr. Speaker. Supp l ementary. I be l ieve when the consu l tation was takinq 
p l ace with regard to the Landl ord and Tenant Act , there was very l itt le consu l tation done with the 
tenants themse l ves . I wou l d  like to ask the Minister whether there is sti l l a consu l tation process 
happening right now , before the final report is imp l emenfed? 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Minister. 

Further Retu rn To Question 2 9 - 85 ( 2 ) : Report On Review Of Land l ord And Tenant Act 

HON. R IC HARD NER YSOO: Mr. Speaker , just to indicate to the Member that the consu l tation process 
does not end at the pu b lic re l ease of the report itse l f. Hopefu l l y  we wi l l be abl e to continue our 
pub l ic consu l tation process through review of the proposed l egis l ation that wou l d  be tab l ed in the 
Legis l ature. So , my possib l e  suggestion wou l d  be that any amendments hopefu l l y  wi l l be tabl ed in 
the fal l ,  and final approval s  cou l d  occur during the winter session. Thank you , Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. T ' Se l eie. 

Question 30 - 85 ( 2 ) : Letter On Terms Of Reference Of Committee On Norman We l l s  Project 

MR. T ' SELEIE :  Mr. Speaker ,  my question is for Mr. Nerysoo. During the winter session, I think it 
was on March 2 7th , I asked the - - the Minister indicated to me that there wou l d  be a committee of 
this government set up that wou l d  review the experience of the ter ritorial government in the Norman 
We l l s  project. At that time , the Minister indicated that he wou l d  provide me with a l etter 
out l ining what the terms of reference of this committee were. I wou l d  l ike to ask the Minister 
now , where is the l etter?  

MR. SPEAKER : Mr.  Minister. 

HON. RICHARD NER YSOO : Thank you , Mr. Speaker. Just to indicate to the Member , I thought I had 
sent that particu l ar l etter to him. I wil l check to see if that particu l ar l etter was sent because 
I reca l l signing it . I wi l l review that particu l ar situation for the Member. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you , you are taking the question as notice. Oral questions. Supp l ementary,  
Mr. T ' Se l eie, or is it a different question? 

MR. T ' SELEIE :  A different question. 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Bal l antyne. 

Question 31 -85 ( 2 ) : Assistance To Rainbow Val l ey Youth Group 

MR. BAL LANTYNE : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question for the Minister of Loca l Government. 
It is a fo l l ow -up to my question on youth. I understand from the Minister of Social Services that 
in the fal l I wil l be able to choose a messenger who wil l attend the court of King Richard I and 
his merry jesters , but I wonder in the meantime , I have a request in front of Mr. Si bbeston for 
some assistance for the Rainbow Va l l ey youth group and I wonder if the Minister has had a chance to 
review that request. I a l so want to assure the Minister that the Ye l lowknife youth group are not 
pagans. 

--- Laughter 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Minister. 

HON. NICK S IBBESTON: Mr. Speaker , with that kind of question , I have to say that the matter is 
under review. 

- - -App l ause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you , you are taking the question as notice. Are there any further ora l 
questions? Mr. T ' Se l eie. 

-- l' 
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Q u e s t i o n 3 2 - 85 ( 2 ) : Progr e s s  O n  I s su e  Of Abor i gi n a l  L angu age s 

MR . T ' S E L E I E :  Mr . Spe ake r ,  my qu est i on i s  fo r Mr . Neryso o .  wou l d  l i k e to ask  the M i n i ster wh at 
the government h as done s i nce the  w i nter ses s i on w i t h  r eg ard to the  i s s ue of l angu age or abor i g i n a l 
l an g u age s .  

MR . SP EAKEK : Mr . M i n i s t er . 

HON . R I C HAR D NERY SOO : Th ank you , Mr . Speake r .  I f  I cou l d  h av e  the  i nd u l gence of the  Membe r  to 
rep l y  tomor row , I h ave some other i nformat i on th at I wou l d  l i ke to make av a i l ab l e  to the  Members 
h ere  and it  wo u l d  on l y  be prudent  fo r me to seek  t h e  adv i ce of my Execu t i ve Counc i l co l l eague s . We 
w i l l  be meet i ng tomorrow . It  cou l d  be qu i te exten s i ve i n  the  sense of the res ponse i t s e l f  and I 
w i l l  be mak i ng th at res p o n se tomo rrow .  

MR . SP EAK�R : Th ank  you ,  Mr . M i n i ster , you are  t ak i ng the  que s t i on as not i ce .  Are  there  any 
f u r t h er o r al q u e s t i o n s ?  Mr . Erk l oo .  

Q u e s t i on 33-85 ( 2 ) : RCMP B u i l d i ng For Women ' s  Gro u p , Pond  I n l et 

MR . ERKL OO : ( Tr a n s l at i o n )  Th ank you ,  Mr . S pe aker . I h ave a q u e s t i on d i rected to t h e  Government  
Lead e r . I h av e  asked  th i s  qu est i on i n  the past . Th e n at i ve women ' s  assoc i at i on i n  Pond  I n l et 
wan t ed me to ask  i f  they c ou l d  h ave the o l d  RCMP  b u i l d i ng .  I wou l d  l i ke to know wh at the  progre s s  
i s  i n  tryi ng t o  g e t  th i s  o l d  R CMP b u i l d i ng .  

R e t u r n  To Quest i o n 33-85 ( 2 ) :  RCMP Bu i l d i n q For  Women ' s  Grou p ,  Pond  I n l et 

HON . R I C HARD NER YSOO : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . J u s t  to i nd i cate to the honou r ab l e  Membe r  that we 
h ave been wor k i ng w i th t he wome n ' s  as soc i at i on to see whether or not we cou l d  move t h at part i cu l ar 
b u i l d i ng .  I b e l i eve the  RCMP h as ag reed that we c an h ave  the  bu i l d i ng but there are some pr ob l ems 
w i th  i t  rema i n i ng on the  s i te where it i s  n ow s i t u at ed and we are l oo k i ng at a l ternat i ves as to h ow 
we m i g h t  be ab l e  to he l p the women ' s  asso c i at i on .  

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Erk l oo ;  sup p l eme n t ary.  

S u p p l ement ary To Quest i on 33-85 ( 2 ) : R C MP Bu i l d i n g  For Women ' s  Grou p , Pond  I n l et 

MR . ERKL OO : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Th an k you , Mr . Spe aker . I a l so wou l d  l i k e to ask the Gov ernment Le ade r 
- - my u n derst and i ng i s  t h at t h ey w i l l  def i n i te l y h ave to move the b u i l d i ng to another l oc at i on .  I s  
i t  po s s i b l e  t o  l e ave  th e bu i l d i ng on the  l ot wh ere i t  i s  now? 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . M i n i s t er . 

F u rt h er Return  To Quest i on 33-85 ( 2 ) : RCMP B u i l d i n g For  Wome n ' s  Group , Pond  I n l et 

HON . R I C HARD N ER YSOO : Th ank  you ,  Mr . Spe aker . From the  i nformat i o n th at we h av e  rece i ved from the 
RCMP , it  i s  very d i ff i c u l t  for us  to h ave the b u i l d i ng remai n on t h at part i cu l ar s i t e .  Therefore 
we are tryi n g  to f i nd a- way in wh i ch we cou l d  move th at part i cu l ar bu i l d i ng to an al t e r n at i v e s i te 
w i t h out  c au s i ng ser i ous  d amage to the bu i l d i ng i t s e l f .  

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank you ,  Mr . M i n i ster . Oral q u e s t i on s ,  Mr . Gar g an . 

Q u e s t i o n 34-85 ( 2 ) : Rev i ew Of L abour S t an d ard s Act 

MR . GARGAN : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Speaker . Dur i ng the w i nter s es s i o n I made a fuss over the se i sm i c 
ope r at i on th at was go i ng on and at t h at t i me I wa s not too sure  wh at av enues  to take , but I wo u l d  
l i ke to ask t h e  Gover nment Le ader wh at the government ' s  i ntent i on i s  w i th reg ard to the  L abour  
Standards  Act and i f  there i s  go i ng to  be  any typ e of  rev i ew to  update  th i s  part i c u l ar act , wh en i s  
i t  g o i ng to t ake p l ace ?  

MR . S P EAKER : Mr . M i n i ster . 
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Return To Questi on 34-85( 2): Revi ew Of Labour Standards Act 

HON. RICHARD  N ERYSOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would just li ke to i nd i cate to the honourable 
Member that I have i nstructed my staff to revi ew that parti cular act w i th the i ntent i on of deali ng 
w i th the questi ons dur i ng the w i nter sess i on wh i ch related to se i smi c work and workers and the 
manner i n  which they were recru i ted as well as pa i d. I have also had my Execut i ve Counc il 
colleagues, Mr. Curley and Mr. Patterson, prov i d i ng me wi th add it i onal requests from other 
regi ons. The Beaufort/Mackenzie  Delta development zone group rai sed the part i cular i ssue 
recently. I must say that I also had an opportun i ty to meet wi th some of the compan i es that were 
i nvolved i n  sei smic work at the Beaufort i ndustry group meet i ng i n  Inuv ik  and they are aware of the 
concerns that the honourable Member rai sed, as well as other Members i n  th i s  House, and they are 
prepared to have di scussi ons on how to i mp rove the s i tuat i on and the wage scales that were 
assoc i ated to that part i cular work. So we are in the process of rev i ew i ng that part i cular act. I 
have given i nstructi ons to my staff and we w i ll be looki ng at alternati ves and I w i ll be looki ng at 
alternatives w i th my Executive Counc i l  colleagues as well. Further Mr. Speaker, i f  any Member here 
has any ideas as to how to i mp rove the act, certai nly there i s  opportun i ty to advi se me as to how 
we might best deal wi th that part i cular act. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. M i ni ster. Oral quest i ons. Mr. MacQuarri e. 

Questi on 35-85(2): Report On Conference On Abori gi nal R i ghts 

MR . MacQUARR IE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Th i s  quest i on i s  for the Government Leader. I know the 
Government Leader just recently attended the M i ni sters of Justi ce conference on abor i gi nal r i ghts. 
Are we goi ng to hear a statement from the Government Leader on pos i t i ons that our government took 
and the i ssues that were ra i sed and perhaps plans that thi s  government has i n  the i nterveni ng t i me 
between now and the next conference? 

MR. SP EAKER: Mr. M in i ster. 

Return To Questi on 35-85(2): Report On Conference On Abor i g i nal R i ghts 

HON. RICHARD N ERYSOO: Mr. Speaker, I certa i nly can prov i de a report to the Members of thi s  
Assembly as soon as I have the i nformati on ava i lable to me. I just want to say though, Mr. 
Speaker, that the conference itself was not one that one could be very pleased wi th, i n  fact the 
reali ty i s  that rather than movi ng closer i n  a sense of com i ng to an agreement on the arrangements 
by wh i ch we could agree, i t  seems that we have moved further apart and really i n  fact we do not 
have an agreement at th i s  ti me. We are not work i ng from the agreement that was reached at the 
F i rst M in i sters ' Conference and i n  fact, what we have done i s  we are now beg i nni ng to have no 
agreement and at the bas i c pos i t i ons that were i n i t i ally presented by the abor i gi nal 
organ i zat i ons. 

So the reality i s  that we have moved backward as opposed to mov i ng forward. I must al so i nd i cate 
that premi ers and government leaders from across the country that were extremely supporti ve, are 
now fi nding it very di ff i cult to support the posi t i ons that they i n i t i ally took, and a lot of i t  
has to do w i th publ i c  support, not only the support of the pol i t i cal leadersh i p. The real i ty i s  
that many found that the publi c  support that they thought they had for the agreements that they 
reached was non-ex i stent and as such I th i nk they were goi ng to have to do some work to i mprove the 
publ i c  support and i mprove the publ i c  w i ll to gi ve the pol i t i cal leaders that pol i t i cal support 
that i s  so necessary to come to any f i nal and substant i ve agreements. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. M i n i ster. Oral quest i ons. Mr. Pan i loo. 

Questi on 36-85(2): Study On Pangni rtung Ai rstri p 

MR. PAN ILOO: (Translati on) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would li ke to d i rect my questi on to the 
M i ni ster of Local Government. During our wi nter sess i on I wrote a letter to Transport Canada 
requesti ng for a study on Pangn i rtung a i rstr ip  because it  i s  too close to the communi ty. I reali ze 
that i t  would be very expens i ve to do an assessment l i ke that but I would li ke to ask the M in i ster 
of Local Government i f  he can correct th i s  problem before a ser i ous acc i dent occurs i n  the 
commun i ty. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Mi nister. 



- 1 14 -

HON . N ICK S I B B E STON : Mr . Speaker, I would like to t ake the question as notice and reply to the 
Member tomorrow . 

MR . S P EAKER : Thank you, Mr . Sibbestun . Oral quest i ons . Item 5, written questions. Mrs. L awrence . 

I TEM 5 :  WR ITTEN QUEST ION S 

Question 3 7 - 85(2) : School Purchases And Business Incentive Policy 

MR S. LAWRENCE : Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I h ave a written question to the Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism . The business i ncentive policy g i ves northern business a 20 per cent 
advant age over southern bus i nesses on purchases under $5000 . Most purchases made by schools are 
done in small quantities and the policy effectively forces schools to pay 20 per cent more for 
supplies such as textbooks. School budgets to my kn owl edge have not been i ncreased to absorb the 
extra  cost of buying in the North . In effect schools have to buy 20 per cent less textbooks than 
they did before the policy was put in to pr actice . Will the Min i ster find a w ay to resolve this 
inequity so that students do not have to pay the price for northern economic development?  

MR. SPEAKER : Than k you, Mrs . Lawrence . Written questions. I tem 6, returns .  Ms Cournoyea . 

IT EM  6 :  R E TURN S  

Return To Question 19-85(2) : Ability T o  Purchase Rifles Using Rubber Bullets 

HON .  N ELL I E  COURNOYEA : Mr. Speaker, I h ave a return to Question 19-85(2), asked by Pauloosie 
Paniloo. The 38 mil limetre gun about wh i ch he asked, is a restr i cted firearm . It is a spec i alized 
firearm used for a specific purpose and in the NWT can on 1 y be used by the RCMP and renewable 
resources officers. 

I n  the B affin, each st ation has the firearm with ammunition on inventory. When the renewable 
resources officer is out of town , the firearm and ammunition are made available to or accessible by 
the RCMP .  Training in the use of the firearm has been provided to all who are li kely to use it . 
In the Keewatin, the region has the firearms and ammunition which are ava i lable to all area 
officers . Groups can make application for the use of these weapons and we are not in any position 
to determine if they would be successful in their application at th i s  time. 

As a note of interest, Renewable Resources are testing project i 1 es that can be fired from 12 g auge 
shotguns with moderate success. Answers to quest i ons on releas i ng this ammunit i on to individuals 
or groups are being sought and the ammunition, to our knowledge, could be av a i lable i n  one to two 
years. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Madam Minister. Are there any further returns? I tem 7, petit i ons . Mr . 
Arlooktoo. 

I T EM  7 :  PETIT ION S 

MR . ARLOOKTOO : (Translation) Than k you, Mr. Speaker. Petition 1-85(2), Sw i mming Pool for Cape 
Dorset . The petition is from Cape Dorset requesting a swimming pool . I would like to t able that . 
I t  is in very good writ ten form and it i s  already translated i n to Inuktitut, so all we need is to 
make copies of this petition . Thank you. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you . Petitions. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

MR . ARLOOKTOO : (Translation) Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I have the same kind of form of petition, 
Petition 2 - 85(2), Aren a for Cape Dorset. It is in reg ard to an aren a in Cape Dorset . At the 
present time our sk ating rink is in adequate and also they cannot even use it in the w i n tertime . So 
that is the reason. Than k you. 

MR . SPEAKER : Than k you . Petitions. Mr. Appaqaq. 

MR. APPAQAQ : (Translation) Than k you, Mr. Speaker. Petition 3-85(2), Funding for Research on Duck 
Down. The petition i s  signed by the leaders in San i kiluaq. I am just going to pinpoi nt the 
p urpose of this petition . The Mak avik Corporation has been funded $ 146, 000 but we heard that th i s  
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i s  i n adequ ate  fo r rese arch on e i der  duck down . They wou l d  l i ke to be ab l e  to teach the San i k i l uaq 
peop l e  how to do h and i c rafts w i th d u ck down but t h ey d i d  not get al l t h e i r f u n d i ng a nd t here i s  a 
s hortage of fund i ng .  I wa s wo nde r i ng  i f  the gov ernment can support u s .  They are reque s t i ng 
$ 1 5 ,000 . A l so i n  the nearby c ommun i t i es t hey are go i ng to be request i ng f u n d i ng for t h i s  k i nd of 
th i ng .  I was wonde r i ng  if the government wi l l  be ab l e  to support us wi th  $ 1 5 ,000 for the survey on 
d u ck down a l l aro u nd the i s l an d s  of the  Be l cher  I s l an d s .  They wou l d  l i ke to get a study done about 
t he  eco nom i c  base of duck down and they wou l d  l i k e to be ab l e  to se l l it  commerc i a l l y  wor l d wi de .  
So I wou l d  l i ke to get t h i s  req u est approved somet i me .  Th ank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you ,  Mr . Ap p aq aq .  Are t here any f u rther pet i t i o n s ?  

I tem  8 ,  reports of st and i ng a n d  spec i al comm i ttee s .  I t em 9 ,  t ab l i ng of documen t s .  Mr . McL au g h l i n .  

I TEM  9 :  TAB L I NG OF DOCUMENTS 

HON .  BRUCE McLAUGHL I N :  Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I w i sh to t ab l e  the fo l l ow i ng document : T ab l ed 
Document 6 -85 ( 2 ) , Fema l e  Offender  Study Comm i ttee , Report to the Mi n i ster , Dep artment of Hea l t h  and 
Soc i a l  Serv i c e s ,  Correct i on s  D i v i s i on .  Th ank you . 

MR . SP EAKER : Th ank you , Mr . M i n i ster . Tab l i ng of document s .  Mr . Pu d l u k . 

MR . PUDLUK : Th ank you ,  Mr . Spe aker . At th i s  t i me I wou l d  l i ke to t ab l e  a document : T ab l ed 
Document 7 - 85 ( 2 ) , wh i c h i s  a l etter of May 10 ,  1 985 , ad dres sed to me from the Commun i ty Educat i on 
Counc i l ,  R e s o l ute ,  concern i ng educat i on and t eachers requ i red i n  Reso l u te . Before the M i n i ster 
rep l i es to me on th at ear l i er quest i on ,  I wou l d  l i ke to tab l e  th i s  doc ument so I can  get th at 
an swered . 

MR .  SPEAKER : Th ank you , Mr . P ud l u k .  Tab l i ng of documen t s . Mr . C u r l ey .  

HON .  TAGAK C URL EY : Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I wou l d  l i ke to t ab l e  the fo l l owi ng document : Tab l ed 
Do cument 8 -85 ( 2 ) ,  NWT O i l and G a s  Roya l ty Reg ime ,  Energy, Mi nes  and R e so u rces Secret ar i at , May 
1985 . Th i s  i s  i n  respon se to the  Members as k i ng a quest i on d ur i ng the  budget est i mates and I wou l d  
l i k e the i r comments  before the sess i on i s  over . Th ank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you .  Tab l i ng of documen t s . The subj ect i s  t ab l i ng of document s ,  not tab l i ng 
of remark s .  Are there any further document s ?  I tem 10, not i ces of mot i on .  Mr . B a l l antyn e .  

I TEM  10 : NOT ICES  OF MOT I ON 

Not i ce Of Mot i on 2-85 ( 2 ) : Sex u a l  Abu s e  Of C h i l dren 

MR . BAL LANTYN E :  Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I g i ve not i ce t h at on Wednesday ,  J u n e  1 2t h ,  I w i l l  move 
the fo l l ow i n g  mot i on :  I mov e ,  seconded by the hono u r ab l e  Member fo r Tu Ned h e ,  th at the Gov ernment 
of t he  Northwest Terr i tor i es i nt roduce an awareness program wi t h i n  the educat i on system and u s e  
other appropr i ate med i a t o  al ert and ed u cate ch i l dren and parents a s  t o  t h e  dangers  of sex u a l  abu se 
and to te ach ch i l dren how to avo i d  potent i a l l y  d angerous s i t u at i on s .  Th ank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you , Mr . B a l l antyn e .  Not i ces of mot i on .  Mr . Cu r l ey .  

N ot i ce O f  Mot i on 3-85 ( 2 ) : Northwest Terr i tor i es P ub l i c  U t i l i t i es Bo ard App o i ntmen t 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY : Mr . Speaker , I g i ve not i ce t h at on Wednesday,  June  1 2 t h ,  I w i l l  move t h e  
fo l l owi ng mot i on :  Now therefore , I move , seconded by  t h e  honou r ab l e  Member for I nu v i k ,  th at Mr . 
J ack Heath of I nuv i k  be reap�o i n ted as ch a i rman of t h e  Northwest Ter r i tor i e s  Pub l i c  Ut i l i t i es B o ard 
for a per i od of three ye ars . Mr . Spe aker , I wi l l  be ask i ng for un an i mou s  con sent to proceed wi th 
the mot i on at an appropr i ate t i me .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you ,  Mr . Cu r l ey .  I tem 10, not i ces of mot i on .  

I tem 1 1 ,  not i ces of mot i on for f i rst read i ng of b i l l s .  Mr . McLaugh l i n .  

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHL I N :  Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I move ,  s econded by the  honourab l e  Member for 
K i v a l l i v i k  th at B i l l  5 -85 ( 2 ) , An Act to Amend  the Leg i s l at i ve As semb l y  Ret i r i ng A l l owances Act , be 
read for the  f i r st t i me .  Th ank you . 
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MR . S P EAKrn : You  are h av i ng t h e  s ame troub l e  I h ad o n  Fr i d ay .  Yo u are one step ahe ad of you r se l f 
at t h e  moment . We are s t i l l  on not i ces  for f i rst r e ad i ng ,  Mr . M c L au g h l i n , and t h at b i l l  h as h ad 
not i c e .  Not i ce of mot i on fo r f i r s t  read i ng of b i l l s .  I t em 1 2 ,  mot i on s . Mr . Cu r l ey .  

HO I� . TAGAK CUR L E Y : Mr . Spe aker , I wou l d  l i ke t o  a s k  u n an i mo u s  con sent  t o  t h e  not i ce I q ave  
e ar l i er .  

MR . S P EAKER : Un an i mous  c o n sent  i s  be i ng req u e s t ed . Are t here any n ays?  Proceed , Mr . C u r l ey .  

I TE M  1 2 : MOT I ON S  

Mot i o n 3 - 85 ( 2 ) : N o rthwe s t  Terr i to r i es P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s B o ard  Appo i ntment , C ar r i e d  

HON . TAGAK C UR L E Y : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . S peaker . 

W HER EAS t he  appo i n tment of Mr . J ack He ath of I n u v i k ,  to t h e  Northwest Terr i t or i es P u b l i c  
U t i l i t i e s Bo ar d ,  w i l l  ex p i r e on Au g u s t  2 7 ,  1 985 ; 

AND  W HEREAS  Mr . He ath  ha s  con t r i b u ted  s i g n i f i c ant l y  to the  wo r k  of the board ; 

N OW THER EFORE , I mov e , seconded  by the  honou r ab l e  Member  fo r I n u v i k ,  t h at Mr . J a c k He ath of 
I n u v i k  be r e appo i n t ed as ch a i rman of t h e  Northwest  Terr i to r i e s  P u b l i c  Ut i l i t i es B o ard for a 
p e r i o d of three ye ar s . 

M R .  S PEAK ER : Yo u r  root i o n i s  i n  order . To the  root i on ,  Mr . Cur l ey .  Quest i on be i ng c a l l ed .  To the 
mot i o n .  Mr . C u r l ey .  

HO I� . TAGAK C URL EY : Mr . S peaker , j u st t o  i n d i c ate to the Members t h at there i s  a prov 1 s 1 on i n  t h e  
act , I b e l i ev e ,  th at P u b l i c  Ut i l i t i e s Bo ard membe r s  are appo i nted , at p l e as u re , fo r a per i od of 
t h r ee ye ars . I not i ce t h at t h at was not i n d i cated i n  my mot i on b u t  I wou l d  j u st l i ke to rea s s ur e  
Membe r s  th at a l l member s  o f  the  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s Bo ard are rea l l y  act u a l l y  serv i ng a t  p l e a s u r e  bu t 
i n d i c at ed for a per i od of th ree ye ar s .  So i n  v i ew of the  rev i ews t ak i ng p l ace w i th t h e  N at i o n a l  
E nergy  Bo ard a n d  N C PC t h e re i s  cont i n u o u s  rev i ew w i th the  membe r s h i p  o n  t h e  board . I wo u 1 d j u st 
l i ke to reas s u re you t h at we are d o i ng t h i s  r e a l l y  so t h at we do n ot h ave a v ac ant p o s i t i on d ur i ng  
t h e  s ummer i n  a cr i t i c a l  per i od .  Th a � k  you . 

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Cur l ey .  Mr . B u tter s , as seconder  have you anyth i ng to ad d to the 
mot i o n ?  Quest i on b e i ng c a l l ed .  A l l t h ose i n  f av o u r ?  Opposed , if any? The mot i on i s  c arr i ed .  

- - - C ar r i ed 

I t em 1 3 ,  f i rst  r e ad i ng of b i l l s . Mr . M cLaugh l i n .  

I TE M  1 3 : F I R S T  READ I NG OF B I L L S  

F i r s t  R e ad i ng Of  B i l l  5 - 85 ( 2 ) :  L egi s l at i v e As s emb l y  Ret i r i ng A l l owances  Act 

HON . B R U CE McLAUGHL I N :  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Speaker , I wi 1 1  get it r i ght yet . Mr . S peaker , I move ,  
s econded  by t h e  honour ab l e  Member fo r K i v a l l i v i k ,  th at B i l l  5 - 85 ( 2 ) , An Act to Amend the 
L e g i s l at i ve A s s emb ly  Ret i r i ng A l l owances  Act ,  be r e ad for the  f i rst  t i me .  Thank  you . 

MR . S P EAK ER : To the mot i o n .  Re ady for the  q u e s t i on .  Q ue st i on b e i ng c a l l ed .  A l l t h o se i n  
f a vo u r ?  Oppos ed , i f  any? 

- - - C ar r i ed 

B i l l  5 - 85 ( 2 )  h as h ad f i r s t  re ad i ng .  F i r st read i ng of b i l l s .  

I tem 1 4 , second  re ad i n g of b i l l s .  I t em 1 5 ,  con s i d e r at i o n i n  comm i ttee of the wh o l e  of bi l l s and 
o t h e r  matters : F i n a l  R eport of the S pec i a l  Comm i ttee o n  Hou s i n g ;  B i l l  6 -85 ( 2 ) ,  B i l l  10-85 ( 2 ) ,  B i l l  
1 1 -85 ( 2 ) , w i t h  Mr . Garg an i n  the ch a i r .  
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I TEM 15: CON S I DERAT ION IN COMMI TTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS AN D OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEED INGS  IN COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CON S I DER F INAL REPORT OF THE SPEC I AL COMMITTEE ON HOUS I NG 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): The committee will now come to order. We will take a 15 minute coffee 
break. 

---SHORT RECESS 

The comm i ttee will now come b ack to order. We are dealing with the Fin al Report of the Special 
Committee on Housing. Would co-chairmen Mr. Mccallum and Ludy Pudluk -- Mr. McCallum, do you have 
an open i ng statement? 

Comments From Spec i al Committee On Housing 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Perhaps I would like to just lead off with some general 
comments on the report i tself, and indicate to Members of the committee of the whole that the 
report is a combination of a very comprehensive review of housing and community development. Since 
early in its travels, the special committee on housing learned and realized that housing was part 
and parcel of total community development. As well, the committee realized housing was not just 
the responsibility of a government crown corporation, but that the responsibility of providing good 
housing permeated all government departments. 

The special committee was told, and it saw first hand, that housing was needed in every community, 
that houses are in poor condition, overcrowding was prev alent and that people in the community 
believed that present programs are inappropriate and outdated. The regulations that accompanied a 
lot of the programs actually hindered those in need. We were told that community development 
requires that community leaders know of housing requirements and other government plans. In f act, 
we heard from government officials who expressed a concern that the co-operation and co-ordination 
of all government departments regarding government programs and plans was required. 

The special committee on housing has a belief that a more responsi ve government that allows 
community participati on in dee is ion making, is a government that would really operate and work 
well. The report contains 82 recommendations concerning 10 categories, including categories on 
implementation, the process of implementing the recommendations. In relation to this 
implementation process, the committee believes the corporation requires more consistent direction 
to update its programs and make them more appropriate to present and future objectives. The 
policies should be more consistent, though regional disparities, if you like, and regional 
differences are acknowledged. 

The special committee believes that the federal and territorial governments and their housing 
agencies require a little bit of a prod to better their commitment to meet public demands . We 
believe th at there should be no change in the organizational structure required at this time. We 
believe that the direction given by the recommendations contained in the report will assist in 
br i nging about a more efficient agency. The implementation process is essential if the 
recommendations are to be properly implemented. 

I believe, Mr. Cha i rman, that there are a few things that should be said about the report 
generally. First and foremost, is th at housing is now front and centre in the Territories. We 
believe that this report could be used as a very useful reference book, and as such, should be. I 
think arriving at a consensus, by the committee Members, on these recommendations and such a large 
number of them, after 16 months of work and after so many travels to communities and meeting with 
people, must rank as some kind of a tremendous and exciting feat. We believe as well, that the 
committee has the same obje•ctives as the government and the corporation, in regard to housing for 
territori al residents. 

Final l y, Mr. Chairman, I would like to say that many people should be extended thanks for their 
i nvo 1 vement, and as such, within the book, recognition is accorded. But I want to m ake speci a 1 
mention of the work of the co-ordinator, Ms Penny Aumond, and her staff, Di ck Bushey and Viol et 
Huffman ; the transcript production staff of Mrs. Marie Coe ; the interpreters who served the 
committee well in many native languages ; the Clerk of the Assembly, Mr. Hamilton, and his staff ; 
personnel of the government ; Ministers and their departments ; and agencies. Fin a 11 y, for my part, 
to the Members of the committee and my co-chairman, my personal thanks for contributing to a 
document that I think wi 11 give the proper direction to the government and its agency in meeting 
their stated objectives. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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CHA IRMAN (Mr. Garg an): Thank you, Mr. McCallum. Mr . Pudluk. 

Remarks Of Co-Chairman 

MR . PU ULUK : ( Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would also like to thank the chairman of the 
s pecial committee on housing. Also T would like to thank the people who participated i n  the 
discussions and the meeting s that took place in the communities throughout the Territories .  It was 
a very tedious ta sk, however, with the amount of travelling that we had to do in the summertime and 
throughout the winter. There were times when I wanted to stay in my community through the 
summertime. However, in the 14 communities that we travelled to, we did encounter some 
transportation problem s, and occasionally got stuck in some of the communities. 

The report that we have in front of us has recommendations containing information about mo st of the 
problems that the people in the communities throughout the Northwest Terri tori es have. There are 
different housing situations in the communities. I believe that the recommendations contai ned in 
this report are applicable to all the communities in the Northwest Territories, if they are to be 
totally implemented . During our travels to the communities a lot of people participated in the 
meetings and expres sed their concerns. It was very obvious that there is a definite hou sing 
problem, and some situations and some statements and comments were very s ad to hear. Our 
constituents wi 11 be expecting a lot to come out of this report, based on our recommendations 
contained in it. I do not have very much to s ay at this point. 

I would like to see these recommendations implemented and when the special committee on hou sing was 
estab l ished we h ad a purpose to serve to our constituents. We h ave the report now. There was a 
delay during our travels and some problems during our travels. We encountered some problems, and 
because of that we were not able to complete some of our travels. However, we appreciate the 
input. In 1984 when we suggested that we delay the presentation of the report, I appreciated that 
because it gave us more time to hear the concerns that the public has with respect to housing. I 
appreciate th at we are able to present this report. In 1972 there were recommend at i ans made by the 
Housing Corporation. I am not s aying we should throw those aw ay and not consider them. However, 
ti mes have changed and ti mes are different from 1972 and there is more of a need for housing and 
the needs for housing are different from 197 2. We do have to meet the needs now and today and not 
the needs from the past. 

So b ased on that, we feel that housing is a definite problem and we are trying to make the housing 
situation better. I am not trying to s ay that I do not agree with the NWT Housing Corporation i n  
their deliberations. However, they do need assistance from us and it is obvious at this time that 
the people require as sistance. I think that the special committee on housing is right in between 
the needs of the Housing Corporation and the general public. We rely on the Housing Corporation . 
I would like to expres s my fee l ing that I think we have to work together to solve the housing 
problem in the N WT. I would be very happy if the recommendations were to be approved by this 
House. It is obvious that there may be some discrepancies, but with participation and as sistance 
from everybody, I feel th at we can accomp l ish our goa l .  

I would like to thank everybody who served on the special committee on housing and I would also 
like to thank the interpreters for the as sistance that they provided during our travels. It is 
obvious th at there v1ere differences in dialects and that there may have been some mi s under­
standing s, but those problems were overcome with the as sistance of the interpreters. I am quite 
open to any comments that anybody may have with respect to the report and I would like to hear the 
concerns and any ideas you may h ave with respect to the recommendations contained in this report 
before the recommendations are implemented. I would like to thank my co-chairman of the special 
committee on housing and the Members of the special committee on hou sing. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Garg an ) : Thank you, Mr. Pudluk. Mr. McCallum. 

MR . McCALLUM: Perhap s, Mr. Chairm an, I could suggest a means by which we could deal with the 
report. Perhaps I could suggest that we get general comments from Members of this com�ittee and at 
the conclusion of those comments, that we could then move into the adoption of each of the 
recommendations. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. McCallum. Is this agreed by the committee? 

SOME HON. MEMB ERS: Agreed. 

- - -Agreed 
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CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Mr. Butters. 

H ON. TOM BUTTERS : Just a few comments, Mr. Chairman, rel ative to the manner in which Executive 
Members might approach this d ocument. In view of the extremel y short time that the Final Report of 
the Special Committee on Housing has been in the hands of the Members of the Executive, I am sure 
the House wi l l  appreciate that the Executive Council ' s  co l l ective response to the final report at 
this session, wil l be to receive the recommendations inc l uded in the report without comment or 
response. In so saying, however, I wish to assure this House that the Executive recognizes and 
commends the excel l ent work pursued and concl uded by the joint chairmen and Members of the special 
committee on housing. As this debate proceeds, Members serving on the Executive wil l be 
contributing questions and comments as Members of the Legisl ative Assembl y and bringing before the 
committee of the who l e, constituency concerns, references and attitudes rel ated to the direction of 
priorities identified by the authors of the report. I bel ieve that my co l l eague, the Minister 
responsibl e  for the Housing Corporation, may have a few comments to amp l ify his position. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan ) : Thank you, Mr. Butters. Mr. Wray. 

Comments From Minister Responsibl e For The Housing Corporation 

H ON. GORDON WRAY : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Before general comments take p l ace and before we go 
through the specific recommendations, I wou l d l ike to make a few comments as Minister responsibl e 
for the Housing Corporation and then subsequent to this, I wil l be making any comments in my ro l e  
as Member of the Legis l ature for the constituency of Kival l ivik. As Minister responsibl e, I 
wel come the report. The interim report has al ready been useful to myse l f and to my co l l eagues on 
the Executive in terms of the recommendations that we have al ready begun to initiate and I think it 
has been useful to us when it came to deciding on the al l ocation of reso urces. I think al l Members 
are aware of the substantial increases in the Housing Corporation bud get within the last 1 2  months, 
in both the O and M and in the capital side of things. I think the special committee has had a 
ro l e  to pl ay in this. I we l come the document as a 9uidel ine for future direction of housing. 

I think that the travel and the effort put in by the committee is to be commended. However, 
shou l d I gues� for the record, put in a word of caution in that in the brief time we have had the 
report and 1 n  the brief time we have had to l ook at the recommendations, many of the 
recommendations coul d come with a very high price tag and many of the recommendations are regarding 
areas in which this government and this Legisl ature does not have direct contro l .  There is, as you 
can appreciate, a l ot of federal money; the bul k  of it is federal money. Agreement wou l d  have to 
be reached with the federal authorities on some of the recommendations and this may not be 
possibl e. Some of the recommendations are al ready in p l ace but I woul d just l ike to caution 
Members of the Legis l ature that I d o  not think, at l east in this Assembl y's l ifetime, that we wi l l 
be abl e to see ful l imp l ementation of al l 82 recommendations. The federal government just does not 
work that fast and, as I say, many of the recommend at i ans wi l l have to be negotiated with the 
federal g overnment and until we do that, we have no idea of what success we might have but past 
history has shown that those negotiations are very l ong, very tedious, and sometimes not fruitful .  

S o  I wi l l not take up much more time, except just to say that I thank the committee for their 
report as the present Minister responsibl e for Housing and I am sure that for any other of the 
Members around this House who may have the good fortune or misfortune to assume the portfo l io in 
the future, the report wil l be a useful d ocument to them and I wou l d  hope that in the future, 
housing having now received the priority which I think it shoul d have had years ago, that priority 
wil l stay there at l east for the next few years until such time as we have overcome the housing 
probl ems of the Northwest Territories. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan ) : Thank you, Mr. Wray. General comments to the report. Mr. Bal l antyne. 

Positive Steps A l ready Taken 

M R. BALLANTYNE : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I wi l l keep my comments sho rt. I think this was an 
exercise for al l of us who were on the committee and I think al so for the Minister of the Executive 
and for the board of directors of the corporation, it has been a very heal thy one. I think it 
raises the profil e of housing needs in the NWT and during the time that we have been travel l ing and 
working on this, I have seen that the Minister has taken many positive steps with support of his 
Executive co l l eagues. I have seen Gary Jaeb and the board of directors al so have l ooked at the 
probl em and have taken many po sitive steps. I d o  not think it is a matter of who shoul d get 
credit; I think the fact is that we are al l working toward the same goa l s  and I think there have 
been significant improvements in housing in the l ast 1 5  months. 
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I f o r  one , wo u l d com p l i me n t  the Mi n i ster . I t h i n k the  Mi n i s t e r  h a s  t ak e n  o n  a very d i f f i c u l t  
por t fo l i o  and w i t h  the  c o n s tr a i n t s  t h at he t al k ed abo ut and t he con s t r a i n t s  we are g o i ng to f i n d  
w i t h  t h i s report , o f  f u n d i n g ,  a feder a l  gov ernment  co- oper at i o n . I t h i n k  t h e r e  are v a l i d  
l i m i t at i o n s  on wh at we c an d o . B ut o ur i nt e n t  a s  a c omm i ttee was  to g i ve t he M i n i s ter amm un i t i o n  
t o  try t o  put i t  i n  o n e  doc ume n t  i f  i t  i s  a t  al l po s s i b l e .  I t h i n k we h av e  made a nob l e  effo rt , i f  
n ot h i ng e l se , to p ut i n  one  document  a h i s t o ry of ho u s i ng and try to doc umen t  the pro b l ems as we 
h av e  seen them . Ho pefu l l y i t  wi l l  be a wor k i ng  doc ume n t  ov er the mon t h s  and ye ar s to come  t h at we 
wo u l d  refer to . Ho pef u l l y over the mo n t h s  and ye ars to c ome we w i l l  see some s i g n i f i c ant  progre s s  
i n  t he  who l e  ar e a  of ho u s i n g  i n  the  NWT . I j u st wan t  to end my comments  but  to me I t h i n k  i t  h a s  
been  a very p o s i t i ve e x e rc i se ,  a t  t h i s po i nt i n  t i me ,  for a l l o f  u s  - - t he c o r porat i o n , t h e  bo ar d  
of d i recto r s , the  Exec ut i v e ,  t h e  Le g i s l at u r e , the  spec i a l comm i ttee  o n  ho u s i ng - - t o  wor k  together  
for t he s ame e nd wh i ch w i l l  prov i de b e t t er h o u s i ng  for  t he peop l e  of  the  NWT .  Th ank yo u .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) :  Thank  yo u ,  Mr . B a l l antyn e .  Mr . C u r l ey .  

HON . TAGAK C UR L E Y : T h a n k  yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman . I t h i nk I s h o u l d  a l so c o n g r at u l ate t he Memb ers who 
c o n c l uded the  report al t h o u g h  they d i d  not  get  i n to  as many commun i t i e s  i n  my con s t i t u e n c y ,  
p ar t i c u l ar l y  Re p u l se ,  Cor al and  C h e s t e rf i e l d .  B ut  I t h i n k over a l l t h ey d i d t h e i r  s h ar e  o f  gett i ng 
c om p l a i n t s  and so on . 

I h av e  a n umber of po i nt s  t h at I wo u l d l i ke to ra i se bec ause , al t ho u g h  the Members  are now tryi n g  
t o  t e l l u s  t h at t h i s h a s  b e e n  a j o i nt effort a n d  j o i nt proj ect , I t h i nk  w e  n e ed t o  po i nt o u t  - - a s  
a Memb er , I wo u l d  l i k e t o  s ay t h a t  i n  some o f  the c h a r t s  and the  st at i st i c s  t h at the  Memb e r s  h av e  
c ome o ut w i t h , i n  a way i t  i s  sort  of a par t i s an r e port . The tone o f  i t ,  when you r e a l l y  get to  
the breakdown s and f i g ur e s  and ev eryt h i n g ,  i s  one  aspect  that I sort  of reg ret  a b i t bec au s e  it  i s  
p a i n t i ng a p i ct ure as t ho u g h  t h i s Exec ut i ve Co u n c i l  h as not b een f a i r  to the  r eg i on s . I wou l d  l i ke 
t o  s ay to yo u t h at we on the  Execut i v e Co u n c i l  ar e not party to the  1 983 -84  h o u s i ng al l oc at i o n .  
Th at was done  by t he prev i o u s  M i n i ster  of t h e  Ho u s i ng Cor po r at i on ,  wh i ch we i n her i t ed . I t h i nk h e  
d i d  make some g o o d  pr og re s s  i n  th i s p a r t  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  Arc t i c  an d I t h i n k  i f  anyon e  i s  t o  b e  
b l ame d  I t h i nk t he p r e v i o u s  M i n i s ter o f  Ho u s i ng s h o u l d  a l so be  i nc l u d ed ,  b ec a u se we c e r t a i n l y  d i d  
try to put i n  mor e  mo n e y  to th i s part of t h e  reg i o n .  

H o u s e s  A l l o c ated  To  A i v i l i k  

I can  show yo u i n  1 9 7 9 ,  wh e n  I g o t  i nto  the Le g i s l ature , there  were zero  new ho u s i ng start s i n  
R an k i n I n l et ;  C he sterf i e l d  i n  1 97 9  i t  was  zero ; Rep u l se B ay, zero ; Cor al H arbour , zero . Th at w a s  
u n d e r  the prev i o u s  adm i n i str at i o n . R an k i n I n l et wa s z e r o  a s  we l l .  I n  1 980 f o r  R an k i n I n l et there  
were f i ve n ew h o u ses  b u i l t ;  C he ster f i e l d ,  f i ve ;  Cor al  H arbour , o n e ;  Rep u l se B ay ,  s i x .  I wo u l d  j u s t  
l i k e  t o  go thro u g h  t h i s a b i t .  I n  1 981 , i n  R an k i n I n l et ,  t h e r e  wer e  f i v e ;  C h e s t e rf i e l d ,  zer o ; 
Cor a l  H arb o u r ,  s i x ;  R e p u l se ,  f i ve .  I n  1 9 8 2 ,  my c o n s t i t uency rece i v ed , i n  R an k i n  I n l et ,  zero ; 
C h e sterf i e l d ,  zero ; C o r a l  H arbour , ze ro ; R e p u l se Bay ,  zero . 

So i n  a sen s e , Mr . Ch a i rman , I t h i n k  the  s t at i st i c s  we ar e go i n g to come out wi t h  s ho u l d be f a i r 
and seem to be f a i r . F i n a l l y ,  i n  t he s t at i s t i cs for 1 98 3 ,  wh i ch aga i n  another adm i n i strat i o n  
c ar r i ed out , Ran k i n I n l et o n l y h ad fo ur new ho u s e s  b u i l t ;  i n  C hesterf i e l d there  wer e  fi v e ; Cor a l  
H a rb o ur rec e i ved zero and  Rep u l se B ay h ad f i ve n ew h o u s e s . So I wo u l d  j u st l i ke t o  p ut t he se out  
i n  the  fo refr o n t  bec a u s e  wh e n  we l oo k  at  the  1 984-85  s t at i st i c s  as far  as the  break down i nto the 
c o n s t i t uenc i e s i s  c o n c er n ed , it  seems q u i te r ad i c al , a s  t ho u g h  the  Exec ut i ve C o un c i l  h as been  
tryi ng  to put mo ney i n t o  the  con s t i t uenc i e s  of Member s of the Ex ec ut i v e Co un c i l . I d o  not t h i n k  
t h at was t he c a s e . I t h i n k  i t  was re s po n d i ng to h o u s e s  t h at were not b u i l t  b e fore . Th ere were n ew 
r e h ab s  d ur i ng t hat  pe r i od but  that  wa s to b r i n g  up to st and ard the o l d ho u s e s t h at we r e  co l l ap s i ng 
- - as t he Member for  Y e l l owkn i fe North wo u l d  s ay - - and t h ey were b ad l y  i n  n e ed of r e p a i r s . 

I wo u l d  l i ke to t h an k  ag a i n  t he prev i o u s  M i n i ster of Ho u s i ng  when he r e s po nded f i n a l l y to my 
r e c ommen d at i o n - - I r emember mak i n g  one and pur s u i ng  i t  fo r many,  m any ye ar s  wh e n  I wa s i n  the  
L e g i s l at ure  -- to b u i l d  apar tment u n i t s  for s i n g l e  p arent s or s i n g l e  peo p l e .  I remember t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Hou s i n g Corpo r at i on an d I h av i ng a c h a t  ab out  i t .  F i n a l l y  t hey ac c e pted  i t  and I 
am proud to s ay to you t h at many of t he occ u p an t s  t o d ay are very h appy ab o ut t he se u n i t s  and t h ey 
are  we l l t a k e n  care  of . We have  two n i n e p l e x e s  here and they are tur n i ng  out to be among the 
b e t ter ap artment s t h at t he Ho u s i ng C o r porat i on has  ever b u i l t .  So I j u st wan t ed to  
p ut t h e s e  f ac t s  i n  some  pe r s pec t i v e  bec au s e  we  ar e go i n g to be asked  to  i m p l ement  the  
r e c omme n d at i ons  w i t h i n  s i x  month s .  I do not t h i nk i n  some r e s pect s i t  i s  g o i ng to  be po s s i b l e 
w i t h i n s i x mo nt h s , a l t h o u g h  as far as the  l o ng - term rec ommen d at i o n s  are conc erned , we w i l l ,  I am 
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sure, respond in some way because I know my colleague is going to be working hard to try and deal 
with the federal Minister on the matter. Before we get on to recommendations I thought it was 
important. But there are points that I think, I as an ordinary MLA will be asking questions of the 
co-chairmen because I think if you look at the report totally all MLAs should really be impartial 
as far as implementation of government programs are concerned. 

Role Of Politicians In Monitoring Implementation 

I think there is also a possibility that MLA s are going to be attempting to get into the 
implementation process. I do not know whether that is acceptable in any part of the legislatures 
throughout Canada because that is really the role of the MLAs in general, to watch what the 
government is doing. As far as  I am concerned, you do not have to be given a direct paid job as an 
MLA to continue to monitor and review government programs but I think in this report we are going 
to see that some MLAs are asking for a direct role in monitoring projects and implementation. We 
did not do that in the special committee on education. We were aware that it wa s goi ng to be tough 
to get the recommendations through the government so we recommended fairly to the government that 
the Minister responsible set up a task force for implementation, comprised of members from the 
private sector and from the government. The Executive Council of the day accepted it and Dennis 
Patterson was then able to work with the task force on implementation. But in this report I think 
we should be very careful whether or not we really want the politicians to carry out and monitor, 
a s  paid politicians, overlooking official s in the government as though they were somebody from on 
high. I think they know you are pretty powerful individuals and your role as an M LA here proves 
that you can in qui re and direct the government. So that is one reservation that I have. Other 
than that, I think you have presented us with a very challenging report. Thank you. 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) :  Thank you, Mr. Curley. General comments to the report. Does the committee 
agree that we go recommendation by recommendation? Mr. T ' Seleie. 

Allocation Of Housing Not Addressed 

M R. T ' SELE IE :  Mr. Chairman, I j ust want to say that I was a Member of the committee and I did not 
make it to the last meeting of the committee when they hammered out all the recommendations. So 
really this is the first time I have seen it. As a Member of the committee I do not have much 
choice but to support the report but I am a little bit disappointed that the report did not address 
too much the allocation of houses. There are some recommendations in here that touch on allocation 
of housing and they are mostly recommendations 52 to 5 6, I think, that refer to needs studies and 
that sort of thing. But there is no real specific recommendation about allocation . I would have 
liked to have seen some recommendation about allocation of housing. That is the only comment that 
I have, Mr. Chairman. 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Thank you, Mr. T'Seleie. General comments . Mr. Nerysoo. 

Response To Request From Fort McPherson 

HON. RIC HARD NERYSOO : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just to indicate my appreciation to all the 
Members of the task force for the work that they have done. I have, though, one particular 
concern. If you recall, I had introduced a motion of initially reporting back -- to having the 
task force prepare a report at the la st ses sion, that was not seconded by anybody. I think one of 
the reasons I did that wa s to ensure that if a request from a community was made to the special 
committee, particularly as it related to community hearings, that they would respond. I believe 
that in this particular case I was concerned about Fort McPherson and Arctic Red. 

In the case of Fort McPherson who wrote a letter to the special committee asking them to hold a 
hearing, that hearing itself could have taken into consideration Arctic Red, as opposed to holding 
two hearing s. Now, no one responded to the community, and I just wanted to make Members aware 
here, that Fort McPherson i s  al so one of the corrmunities that have been involved, for a number of 
years, in the home-ownership program, and they had, I believe, some recommendations as to the 
improvements of that particular program, particularly since it was one of the only communities that 
really used the individual type of arrangement. In the case of Fort Good Hope, in the case of Fort 
Resolution and really in the case of Fort Smith, and in the case of even Fort Simpson, the 
applications for those particular projects really came on a collective basis, and in the case of 
Fort McPherson it was on an individual basis . Some of the problems that arose out of the manner in 
which they applied and were involved in the home-ownership program, were very different from those 
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t h at were as s oc i at ed w i t h  proj ect s th at wer e  part of a co l l ect i ve proj ect . So , i n  t h at sens e ,  I 
t h i n k  t h at t h at was one  of t he  rea son s  t h at I w i s h ed to h ave the  p art i cu l ar comm i ttee ho l d  a 
h e a r i n g i n  Fort Mc Pher so n ,  but  th at s i t u at i o n d i d not oc c u r , and rea l l y  there  was no respo n s e , I 
b e l i e v e ,  to th at s i t u at i o n . 

Now , gener a l l y ,  I s ee t h at many of t h e  recomme n d at i o n s  t h at h ave b een p ropo sed , I b e l i eve t h e  
p r e s e n t  M i n i s t e r  respo n s i b l e ,  i n  some i n s t an ce s , h as al r e ady res ponded  to . I d i d ,  th o u g h , wi s h  to 
r a i s e  one other p art i c u l ar i s s u e ,  and maybe I h ave to r e ad the d o c ument a l i t t l e  more s i n ce  I j u s t  
h ad a q u i c k g l ance  at i t ,  b u t  there  i s  not h i ng  th at I s aw th at h ad anyt h i nq t o  d o  wi th  the 
p o s s i b i l i ty of more s en i or c i t i ze n s  h omes to a l l ev i at e  a l ot of the  hou s i ng s hort ages i n  t h e  
commu n i ty .  Th ere  are some i n s t ances , i n  fact , i n  many o f  the  commu n i t i e s o f  s i ng l e  sen i or c i t i z e n s  
re s i d i ng i n  t h ree bed room h ome s ,  wh i ch t h ey r e a l l y  d i d  n ot need . However , t h e  types of  apartme n t s  
t h at  are n ow  be i n g  bu i l t ,  the  one bedroom ap artment s ,  cou l d  re s pond  adequ at e l y  to the  need s of t h e  
s en i or c i t i ze n s  as  op p o s ed t o  h av i n g  the  b a ch e l or - type arrangeme nts  t h at h ad b e e n  dev e l oped 
p rev i o u s l y .  So , I j u s t wanted  to r a i s e  t h o s e  po i nt s  w i t h  yo u .  I th i n k maybe it  i s  a matter  of a 
recomme n d at i on more th an anyth i ng e l s e ,  t h at pro b ab ly e l u d ed the Members of t he  s pe c i al  comm i t t ee , 
a n d  cert a i n l y  I w i l l  be r a i s i n g th at a l so w i t h  t he  respo n s i b l e  M i n i s t e r . 

L an d  A s s emb l y  Prob l ems 

The ot h er po i n t ,  I g u e s s ,  th at st i l l  i s  an ou t s t an d i n g  i s s u e , and I b e l i eve  t h at it i s  be i ng de a l t 
w i th  h e re or at l east  i t  was  r a i s e d ,  and i t  i s  i n  f act b e i ng d e a l t  w i t h ,  h as to do w i th the  who l e 
q ue s t i o n of l an d  deve l o pment i n  part i c u l ar commun i t i e s . I th i n k th at one of the  pro b l ems th at was 
n ot add res s ed i n  t h at p a rt i cu l ar i s s ue was the  f act t h at i n  some Dene commu n i t i e s ,  b e c au se we h ad 
not  rece i ved any part i cu l ar p l an s , or t hey h ad not dev e l oped any p l a n s  fo r the  de ve l o pment of the i r 
commu n i t i es - - t h at was , i n  fact , some of t h e  b as i s  for the  l ack of l and dev e l opments  t h at o c c urred  
i n  commun i t i es ,  not on l y  the  f act th at t here  was no l an d  as s emb l y  pro g r am ,  b ut  there were  no p l a n s  
f o r  d e v e l opment o f  part i c u l ar s e c to r s  of t he  commu n i ty .  Th at , i n  i t s e l f ,  h as c au s ed , I b e l i ev e ,  
some ser i o u s  def i c i en c i e s  i n  t he  way commu n i t i e s h ave  been deve l oped . 

A not her  po i n t th at I am not s ure  h as been add r e s s e d  h e re , i s  the  fact th at , i n  some i n s t ances  
s e t t l ement cou nc i l s or  t h e  appropr i ate  commu n i ty a u t hor i t i e s ,  are  refu s i ng to  prov i de l and for 
h o u s i ng proj ect s ,  part i c u l a r l y  t ho se  re l ated  to i nd i v i d u a l s .  Th at pro b ab l y  d i d not ar i se here . I n  
s ome i n s t ance s ,  t h ere w as d u p l i c at i o n of s a l e · of l and  where two o r  t h ree peop l e  were b e i ng so l d  t h e  
s ame  p i ece  o f  l ot ,  a n d  t h at i n  i t s e l f cau s e d  some ser i o u s  conce r n s  i n  commun i t i es .  I h ave  a number  
of  ex amp l es of  th  a t  a nd cou l d  s h ow where  one p i ece of  property wa s  so l d  t o  t hree  d i fferent 
i nd i v i d u a l s .  I n  fact , s i x  or seven  p i e ce s  of property were be i ng so l d  to three  or  fo u r  
i n d i v i d u a l s , a n d  yet no one  w a s  r e a l ly  aware o f  t h at .  Then when i t  c ame t i me  t o  b u i l d  hou s e s ,  t h at 
c au s ed cert a i n prob l em s . So , I j u st wanted  to r a i s e  the  po i n t t h at there are ot h e r  ad d i t i on a l  
i s s ues  t h at pro b ab l y h ave t o  b e  r a i s ed ,  an d I w i s h ed t o  r a i se t h em  a s  a matter of record s o  th at 
t h e  repo rt  wo u l d  not i t s e l f  i g n ore  t he  part i c u l ar con cer n s  th at I h av e . I t  i s  a matter  of ad d i t i on 
more t h an i t  i s  a matter of c h a l l e n g i ng wh at h as been i n  h ere . 

I do s ay t h at I w i sh t o ,  a ga i n ,  commend a l l the  Members  of t he  s pec i al c orrm i ttee on hou s i ng .  A 
po i n t th at I wanted to r a i s e  was th i s ,  th at t he  i d e a  of the  spec i a l  comm i ttee  i s  to prov i de for 
d i r e ct i on ,  to ad v i se a n d  cert a i n l y to work w i th gover nment i n  order to e s t ab l i sh d i rect i on o n  
p r o g r ams  th at wou l d  benef i t  a l l peop l e  i n  t h e  Northwe s t  Terr i t o r i es . I t  s hou l d  not nece s s ar i l y  be 
a g ro u p  t h at c h a l l e n ges  or  i s  i n  oppos i t i o n ,  you m i ght  s ay ,  to gover nment d i rect i o n .  Part i cu l ar l y  
wh e n  yo u h ave a s i t u at i o n wh ere d i rect i o n i t s e l f i s  b e i n g  rece i ved by a pu b l i c - type bo ard  and 
peop l e  t h at h ave been appo i nt ed from the gener al pu b l i c of t h e  Nort hwest Terr i to r i e s  are g i v i ng 
adv i c e to an e l ected  M i n i s t e r , t h at part i c u l ar pu b l i c  ad v i c e i s  of s i g n i f i c ant  v a l ue . The peop l e  
t h at are i nvo l v ed i n  any k i nd of comm i t t ee ,  any b o ard , are appo i n t ed on the  mer i t s t h at t h ey h ave  
exper i ence  i n  these  p art i c u l ar area s , an d I th i n k th at they h ave  to be recogn i zed as be i ng ab l e  to  
p rov i de cert a i n  expert i se and ad v i ce to  a M i n i s t er . B u t ,  I c ommend the two  co-ch a i rmen and  the  
Members  of  the  spec i a l  comm i ttee  fo r the  h ar d  wor k  th at t hey h av e  done , and  cert a i n l y  w i t h  the  i d e a  
t h at t h ey are s u pport i ng t h e  d i rect i on o f  government and prov i d i ng ad v i ce t h at w i l l  i mprove t h e  
h ou s i ng s i t u at i o n i n  t h e  No rt hwe st  Ter r i t o r i es .  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Th ank  you , Mr . Nerysoo . Mr . P atterso n . 

HON . DENN I S  PATTERSON : Th an k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . I ,  too , wo u l d  l i k e to s ay th at based  on the  
c h an c e  I h ave h ad to  l ook - at th i s  repo r t ,  wh i ch h as n ot b een mu ch , I t h i nk i t  i s  an  exce l l e n t  
report . I t h i n k i t  i s  a very i mpo r t ant  report wh i c h i s  go i n g to undoubted l y  profo u n d l y  affect the 



- 123 -

direction that we take with housing in the NWT. I think it is very timel y. I think at this point 
in our history we are ready to change directions and particul ar l y  in the area of home-ownership, 
bo l d l y  take new initiatives. I think housing is an important means of assisting economic recovery 
and job creation in the NWT. For a l l these reasons I app l aud the committee for its hard work. 

Time Needed For Pub l ic Support And Ful l Understanding 

However, Mr. Chairman, I wou l d  l i ke to express some reservations about the process that is 
recommended, recognizing that I am prob ab l y  tal king to an Assemb l y  a majority of whose Members are 
Members of the special committee on housing. Therefore I hope my concerns wil l stil l be taken in a 
positive l ight. I woul d like to just say, based on my experience with a specia l  committee of the 
Assemb l y  which al so had extensive pub l ic hearings and al so rea l l y  wanted to make major changes and 
that was in the area of educ ation, that I think we have to be very careful not to get ahead of the 
gener al  pub l ic. I am rea l l y  concerned quite frankl y that we not l eave the pub l ic behind in dea l ing 
with this report as an Assemb l y. Now, I bel ieve that the committee has al ready had a tremendous 
impact on pub l ic consciousness. I think that a great de al of the committee ' s  work in getting 
changes imp l emented in the NWT is not just persuading the government but al so turning around pub l ic 
attitudes and pub l ic consciousness. That is just what I wou l d  l ike to ta l k about for a minute if I 
may, Mr. Chairman. 

I am ful l y  in favour of discussing this report and al l 82 recommendations this week. I real ize that 
was one of the reasons that we he 1 d this session. But I wou l d  be very concerned about any 
suggestion that we shoul d  adopt or amend the recommendations at this point with the report not ev en 
a week o l d. I wou l d  just l i ke to remind Members of the process that was ta ken with the specia l  
committee on educ ation which, as a Member, I found very  frustr ating in some respects but I think in 
the l ong run that it did pay off. The special committee on educ ation, which by the way had onl y 42 
recommendations, I bel ieve, tab l ed an interim report one session as this committee did and 
discussed the report in detail for two separate sessions of the Legisl ative Assemb l y. One was a 
spring session. Questions were asked. Members had a chance to go bac k  and discuss it with their 
constituents. There was a great deal of very va l uab l e  discussion in the press and in regiona l  
council meetings and the l ike, about the recommendations. And fina l l y, after a total , by my 
c a l cul ation, of four separate sessions in which the report was considered, it was passed as 
amended. I think that when it was passed it had ful l pub l ic support. It had ful l pub l ic 
understanding and, of course, the Members were ful l y  conversant with it as wel l .  And I think when 
it was passed it had the ful l support of a l l the Members of the Legisl ative Assemb l y  and the 
government. 

Consult ation With Constituents 

I am rea l l y  concerned that if we rush through passing these recommendations this week without a l l 
Members being prepared -- and I wi l l say fr ank l y, I am not prepared to ful l y  discuss it -- without 
Members having had a chance to speak to their constituents about it, I rea l l y  think that the object 
that we al l have, which is to get the pub l ic behind these chan9es, might we l l be l ost. I woul d be 
rea l l y  concerned that whi le  the Legisl ative Assemb l y  and the government might have decided this 
week what to do with these 82 recommendations, the gener a l  pub l ic is l eft behind. Now, I know that 
one might s ay that the pub l ic may know what is going to be in the report bec ause they were at the 
meetings where they gave input and the pub 1 i c knows wh at they want. But with al l respect I think 
there are some important new ideas in here, some of which were not recommended at pub l ic meetings 
or some of which were recommended against in pub l ic meetings. I fr ankl y think that the Members of 
the Legisl ative Assemb l y  have some ob l igation to sel l this report to our constituents if we are 
actua l l y  going to make it work. 

For my part, therefore, Mr . Chairman, I woul d like to have a chance at this session to go through 
each recommendation, to see- it properl y  discussed. I woul d l i ke to have an opportunity to ask 
questions of c l arific ation. I woul d like to be ab l e  to take it bac k to my constituents, to meet 
with the l oc al housing authority, to meet with the town council , to meet with peopl e  who m ade 
submissions so that when I vote on this report I wi l l have a mand ate from my constituents. I woul d 
a l so like to say that I hope no one thinks that in saying these things I cm suggesting that we 
shoul d del ay impl ementation of the report or sl ow things down. I do not feel that way at al l .  I 
think that the report is before the government and I am quite certain that the Minister of Housing 
has a l ready given it extensive thought and is al ready pl anning on wh at things he can mov e on and 
the government has notice of the recommendations and a l ready, I am certain, is preparing to 
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respond. But I am con cerned about people and you know, wi th all respect, tabli ng a report wi th B2 
recommendati ons on Wednesday and passi ng those recommendati ons the follow i ng week is n ot goi ng to 
g i ve the publi c an opportun i ty to understand what i s  i n  the report and to g i ve i t  the ki nd of 
support and understandi ng that i t  deserves. 

So i n  conclus i on ,  Mr. Cha i rman, I th i nk i t  i s  an excellent report but I would really l i ke to see i t  
presented to the people before i t  i s  fi nally adopted. I am i n  favour of full and thorough 
d i scuss i on thi s  week. I have a number of quest i ons that I would li ke to ask and perhaps 
suggest i ons I would li ke to make. I am a b i t  nervous about seei ng i t  rushed through to adopti on 
and I say thi s  because I thi nk you are goi ng to have better publ i c  support i f  we wai t  unt il  the 
fall sessi on to di scuss adopt i on of the recommendati ons. Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) :  Thank you, Mr. Patterson. We wi 1 1  take a 1 5  m i nute coffee break. 

---S HORT RECESS 

The commi ttee wi ll now come to order. Mr. Ballantyne. 

Request For Caucus Meet i ng 

MR. BALLANTYN E :  . . .  such a short compressed ti me frame, and I thi nk i n  all fai rness to all 
comm i ttee Members the document that the spec i al commi ttee has developed was j ust presented to the 
commi ttee, and we as a caucus really have not had the opportun i ty up unt i l  now, wi th everybody 
here, to d i scuss the process, the best way to handle i t. I wonder if I could ask the i ndulgence of 
the commi ttee, i f  we could meet for just a short caucus meeti ng to talk about the pr oper process 
for handli ng thi s  report? 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) :  Is th i s  agreed by the commi ttee? 

SOME HON. M EMB ERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

C HA I RMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Okay, I would l i ke to have all of the Members down at the caucus room then. 

---SHORT RECESS 

The comm i ttee w i ll come to order. We are on the F i nal Report of the Spec i al Commi ttee on Housi ng. 
Mr. Mccallum. 

MR. McCALLUM : Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. Mr. Chai rman, before you look for further comments of a 
general nature from Members of thi s commi ttee, I would just li ke to respond very br i efly to three 
comments that were made by prev i ous speakers, or at least two of them. In the report, i t  was 
i nd i cated that there are some graphs or pol i t i cal remarks bei ng made about the present M i n i ster ' s  
role as opposed to the prev i ous person that was i nvolved, wh i ch, of course, i s  Mi ckey. 

---Laughter 

I am not goi ng to say i t. They wi ll not delete i t. I would just li ke to i nd i cate to Members of 
thi s  comm i ttee, that the graphs and f i gures are there for the years i n  wh i ch the corporat i on has 
been i n  ex i stence, not just the years i n  1-Al i ch I happened to be respons ible to thi s  House for the 
Hous i ng Corporat i on nor for the years i n  wh i ch Mr. Wray i s  respons i ble for the corporat ion. But 
the f igures are there. They are there toward the back pages of the book starti ng on pa9e 161 and 
on. So, not only was i t  h i ghli ghted, i f  that is the term used of Mr. Wray ' s  role, but it was 
h i ghl i ghted wi th my role, and i t  was hi ghl i ghted wi th roles of prev i ous people as well. 

As for the comments of Mr. Ner ysoo about Fort Mc Pherson, I checked out wi th our people. We have no 
record of any request from Fort Mc Pherson to meet w i th them. We wrote to them i n  May aski ng i f  
they wanted us to come, i n  fact ; we have not had a response. Now, I do not want to get i nto an 
argument, but j ust to set the matter strai ght from our perspecti ve as a comm i ttee, thi s  i s  the 
i nformat i on that we have. 
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As regards the process by wh i ch we can go here , I think that it is proper for us to get further 
general comments or comments of a general nature from var i ous Members of this commi ttee, that is 
the committee of the whole , and then , i f  I may suggest to you , Mr . Chairman , you might want to deal 
with recommendations as they go along , and you can get comments from ind i v i dual Members, i f  they so 
w i sh to comment on each recommendation . I f  there are no comments , then you could simply call for 
comments on the next recommendat i on .  In that way , I th i nk that we can satisfy some of the con�erns 
that have been ra i sed here by vari ous Members as to how we will f i nally deal wi th th i s  particular 
report. At the end of those comments on each recommendat i on,  Mr. Chairman, as long as we are not 
goi ng to either adopt them , amend them or delete them , then I would be prepared , as the co-chairman 
of the standing committee, to move a moti on at the end of such comments. Thank you .  

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you ,  Mr. Mc Callum. Does the commi ttee agree to this process? 

SOME HON . MEMBER S: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ): Mr. Wray. 

Graphs I nd i cating Di stribut i on By Consti tuency 

HON. GOR DON WRAY: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I take i t  we are in general comments now .  To 
follow up on Mr. Curley's comments and Mr . McCallum's comments on the graphs and charts conta i ned 
with i n  the document , I have a great deal of d i ff i culty with the graphs contai ned on pages 96 and 
9 7. I acknowledge th at the figures are probably correct , but when I see them I questi on 1-kly they 
were put i n  the form that they were put i n. The graphs while they represent distribution of money 
for public housing ignore , either conveni ently or by error , money that i s  spent on all other 
programs within the corporat i on -- whether i t  be sen i or citizens repair, extraordinary maintenance 
program , home-ownership , rura 1 and remote -- which account for a great deal of the money that is  
spent by the Housi ng Corporation i n  i ts cap i tal bud get. 

I at first thought perhaps when the report was publ i shed , the figures were not ava i lable but then I 
notice that the notes on the bottom say that these graphs were prepared in January. Now , I know 
that the figures for 1985  were available no later than the end of February and certai nly the 
figures for 1 984 were available in January of this year. So I wonder as to 1-kly those figures were 
excluded . Is there a reason why those figures were not put i n? The reason that the report was 
being pr i nted is not a valid one because i f  the report was be i ng pr i nted in January 1985 , then 
there would have been no need for this House to extend the mandate of the spec i al committee. So 
the quest i on that begs to be asked is , why were the graphs on pages 96 and 9 7  put in i n  the form 
that they are? Why were all the f i gures not included ? Is there a reason for do i ng it th i s  way ? I 
am mystified because there does not appear to be a good reason other than what maybe some people 
suspect as bei ng a poli tical reason . If the commi ttee could clar i fy it then perhaps they could 
alleviate some of our concerns that perhaps some political cheap shots are bei ng taken wi th i n  a 
document wh i ch i s  a document of th i s  House . Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you , Mr. Wray . Mr . Ballantyne . 

MR. BAL LANTYN E: I th i nk I will respond to that. I understand the Mini ster's concern and I want to 
real l y  emphasize there is no i ntent of th i s  comm i ttee to get pol i t i cal in the sense that the 
Min i ster is talk i ng about. Obviously we are poli t i cians, th i s  is a polit i cal document. We are not 
sports writers and this i s  not a sports document. So there i s  always an element of politics 
throughout any polit i cal document . • . 

AN HON . MEMBER: ( Inaud i ble comment) 

Graphs Indicate Bas i c  Trends 

MR. BAL LANTYN E: No, let me fin i sh .  But th i s  particular aspect that he talked about -- what had 
happened , as you recall , in the budget session was that there was a lot of concern about the 
validity of the needs study process. I th i nk the M i n i ster at that ti me admi tted that there were 
flaws i n  i t  and that in fact some of the base data and base guidelines were not that complete. 
Now , th is  was prepared around that time or before that ti me and in the i nter i m,  though, there was 
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other information that was not provided to us that we did not have. We did not have the HA P 
bedroom sizes. We did not have the R and R allocation. I want to emphasize too the chart says 
very clearly wh at is excluded there - - I mean, it very cl e arly outlines that. I g uess another part 
we did not have is the tr ansportation component of the HAP units which sometimes is up to $ 15, 000 
to $ 2 0, 000 . The intent of this particular gr aph is just to show some basic trends. Nothing more 
than that . We would rea l ly have liked to have the five year pl an. That woul d have been the idea l  
thing to get in here. That was  not made av ailable to us even though I understand it is a working 
document with the House. 

So we admit and we say very clearly that al though all the information is not there, it shows some 
b asic trends. All we are saying is nobody has any problem with al l ocation of housing as l ong as it 
is done on concise, correct, over a l l  info rmation. The Minister has al ready said, as we know, that 
we are working on getting a better needs survey. We are wor king on improving that process. So 
there is no intent here to do anything I think untoward toward Members of this House. It just 
shows some b asic trends and no one will have any problem with anything in the future as long as it 
is demonstr ated there is an equitab l e  needs survey. All communities are treated the same and the 
a l location pr ocess is based on that equitable needs survey. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Garg an ) : Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. Mr. Wr ay. 

HON.  GORDON WRAY: Thank you. I still am r ather mystified. If these gr aphs are intended to show 
basic trends then I still cannot understand why some very vital information, particul ar l y  strong in 
home-:- ownership, rur al and remote, the enriched emergency repair progr am, all of which consume a 
l ar ge number of capit al dollars within the Housing Corpor ation -- those figures were avail able. 
They were available certainly no later than the end of February, and I refuse to bel ieve that the 
fig ures from the 1983-84 construction season were not avail able. They were avail ab l e. Why were 
they missed out? Obviously, there is no good answer and I did not expect one, but I j ust wanted to 
point out to the House that these g r aphs do not represent b asic trends. At such time as all of the 
moneys are inc l uded then that is the only time you can get a true picture. 

Gr aphs Show Needed C atch-Up Construction Progr ams 

So my problem is obviously then that it is in the report and there must be a reason for it being 
there and I am having a hard time understanding the reasoning behind it. The one thing the gr aphs 
do show is that the previous government and this government have acknowl edged the fact that certain 
areas in the NWT are very b adly treated or in f act have been left out of the housing picture for a 
consider ab l e  number of years and that a catch-up construction prog r am is in effect in certain areas 
of the North. The Keewatin is one area. I do not deny that. It was b ad when I c ame here and 
hopefully it will be better when I leave. The Baffin was another area -- Baffin Centr al  was 
another area that had been forgotten and forgotten b adly. So I think that the gr aphs show the 
areas of high concentr ation of public housing but I think it demonstr ates that there was al so a 
need in those areas. 

But I am sti l l  mystified as to why all the others were excl uded because the figures were 
available. Make no mistake about that, Mr. Chairm an, and let this House make no mistake about it. 
Those figures were avai l ab le  and they are sti ll  avail ab l e  and I woul d be much happier if in fact -­
I woul d be wil l ing to undertake to provide in the form of a gr aph if you want, every year from 1979 
right through to 1985, where moneys went and who it went to, for it to be incl uded in the report 
because I think then we will have an accur ate picture. Thank you. 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Garg an): Thank you, Mr. Wr ay . Genera l  comments. Mr. Bal l antyne. 

MR. BALLANTYN E: I do not want to pr o l ong this. I j ust want to assure the . Minister that there is 
no malicious intent. This ta kes onl y  two pages which is onl y  b ackground material, out of 180 
pages . I am glad to see that the Minister ' s  onl y concerns are on those two pages. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Gener al comments. Mr. Cur l ey. 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: I just want to add my support to my col league for Kivallivik, because you wil l 
recall during the budget estimates that there was this partisan attempt to undermine the government 
as well as the Housing Corpor ation in terms of al l ocation of housing. There was this very serious 
attempt at that time. So that is a reason that I did indicate that I am sorry to see the report 
being presented as a partisan report r ather than attempting to be fair and non-pol itic al . Sure, I 



- 12 7  -

respect your po s i ti on .  I bel i eve you are a P C  member and so on but I do not think you we re 
presenting the report as such. So in that respect I share the concerns of my colleag ue there 
because i f  we are go i ng to show an ac curate trend it should be reflected . These fi gures are not 
i mpo s sible to get and were available , as  my colleague said . That i s  the only comment that I would 
l i ke to make . Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) : Thank you , Mr . Curley . General comments. Mr. Patter son. 

HON . DE N N IS PATTERSON : Thank you ,  Mr . Chairman . I just have one little comment on thi s matter . 
Th i s i s sue was a source of some concern to me. I am p 1 eased to hear the c omments fr001 an alternate 
Member of the commi ttee about these parti cular graph s. I wonder , more as a point of order , Mr . 
Chairman , whether i t  m i ght not be appropriate i f  the co-cha i rmen of the speci al committee on 
hous i ng should be the ones who would answer on behalf of the committee wi th respect to matters such 
as thi s ,  rather than someone who i s  not even a regular Member of the committee . . • 

MR . BALLANT YN E :  Hey, hey , hey ! 

HON .  TAGAK C UR LEY :  How d i d  you get involved? 

HON .  DENN IS PATTERSON: . . •  i f  the co-cha i rmen were to speak on behalf of the c ommi ttee , whether 
they m i ght ag ree to have these particular graph s updated to reflect the full picture up-to-date . 
And perhaps by the next sess i on of the Assembly , we could have the information presented in a way 
which did not skew the results , as has been admitted occur red . Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) : Thank you ,  Mr. Patterson . Mr . Pudluk. 

MR . PUDLUK : Thank you , Mr . Cha i rman . I d i sag ree wi th Denni s  Patterson that the alternate Members 
should not be answering the questions . When you open at page ( i ) , he has a picture in there too . 
That means that he was there . He i s  an alternate , but he was taking part i n  this al 1 the way. He 
was there because he would like to help out this committee. I th i nk that he should be allowed to 
ans wer any questi ons to o .  Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) : Thank you ,  Mr. Pudluk . Mr. Wray . 

HON. GORDON WRA Y :  Just to follow up on Mr . Pudluk ' s  comments then . I take it that i f  Member s of 
the House have questions on the report , and the intentions behind it and the recommendat i on s ,  then 
all commi ttee Members wi l 1 be answer i ng on behalf  of the committee . I would have thought that the 
co-chairmen , Mr. Pudluk and Mr . Mc callum , would have been the lead people in this to answer any 
specifi c questi ons we may have ,  because it is their names that are on the document . They are named 
as the authors  of the document , therefore who better to question about the document? Thank you . 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) : Thank you , Mr. Wray . Mr . Pudluk . 

All C ommittee Members F ree To Answer Questi ons 

MR. P U DLUK : Order please , order please , thank you. If questions on the 82 recommendations are 
going to be asked by th i s  House , and only two co-chairmen can answer that , that is i mpos s i ble , just 
i mpo s s i ble . We cannot do the same as you guys do. When we start asking questions of the Execut i ve 
Council , they always say , " I  will take that as not i ce and get back to you tomorrow. " We do not 
want to do that . We want to do i t  r i ght here; that i s  why tho se Members should be answering 
que sti ons . Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr . Gargan ) : Thank you ,  Mr. Pudluk . Mr . Mccallum , general comment s. 

MR . McCALLUM : Not a general comment , Mr . Chairman . It seemed to me that when the question was 
asked , you called on Mr . Ballantyne , r i ghtly or wrongly, to do i t. All I can say, in terms of i t , 
i s  that the info rmati on that we requi red , and I think that w ill  be noted wi th i n  i t ,  that 
i nformation was not supplied . If , i n  fact , the Minister has parti cular i nfo rmation that can be 
used , then o bv i ously we will take i t. It will be used . I can only say that if i t  is available 
now , we will revise the charts ,  we w i ll publ i sh an addendum to it . The point of i t  is that 
allocati on has not been based on objecti ve esti mates of need. I do not have any di fficulty 
ans wer i ng questions fr001 any Member , whether they are Members oppos i te or Members on this side , 
about what wi 1 1  occur . Sure 1 y those Members on the other si de must know ,  after th i s  number of 
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ye a r s  th at we h a v e  been fac i n g  one  anot h e r , reg ard l e s s  of the  s i de ,  th at I h av e  not s i d e s t epped  
anyth i ng ,  a n d  I do not t h i nk  t h at Mr . Pu d l u k ,  as c o - c h a i rman , i n  t he  10  years  t h at h e  h as bee n 
h e r e , w i l l  s i d e s t ep anyt h i ng e i t h e r . I am not  t h at mu c h  of a Ch r i s t i an ,  as I to l d  yo u befo r e , th at 
I k e e p  t a k i ng s h o t s  on o ne s i de w i t ho u t  g i v i ng t h em b ac k ,  but . . .  

AN HON . MEMBER : A l mos t . 

MR . M c CAL L U M :  made o n e  m i s t ake on c e .  I s h ou l d  h ave c a r r i ed i t  t h rou g h . 

AN HON . MEMBER : Oh , o h , oh ! 

- - - L au g h t e r  

MR . McCAL L U M :  B u t  a s  t h ere w a s  a p recedent  set by  th at i nf amou s  s p ec i al comm i ttee on ed u c at i o n ,  
wh e r e  everybody got i nt o  the  act , we t h o u q h t  i t  was t he  on l y  demo c r at i c  way to go - - t o  l e t  
e v e rybody i n  o u r  c omm i t tee  g e t  i n to t h e  act a s  w e l l ,  bec au se i f  you r e c a l l ,  i t  w as n ot l eft d u r i n g  
t h e  deb at e s , wh i c h may h ave r a n g e d  over  fo u r  s e s s i o n s , b u t  a s  I h ad i n d i cated  i n  a prev i ou s  meet i nq 
t h e  reco l l e ct i on th at I h ave and t h at of Mr . P at t e r s o n ' s  somewh at d i ffer ,  as to h ow i t  went on . As 
Memb e r s  wh o were i n  the Hou s e  at t hat  t i me may rec a l l ,  ev ery Member  s av e  one , becau s e  th at Membe r  
d i d  n o t  at te nd a l l comm i ttee  meet i n gs  a s  w e l l ,  made comment s .  W e  h ave made a d i fference  w i t h  
Membe r s  of th i s  comm i t t e e  - - even  t h o s e  wh o d i d not at t e n d  al l o f  ou r meet i nq s  make comment s ,  pro 
or con  t he  recomme n d at i o n s .  

S o ,  a l l we are do i ng i s  carry i ng on w i th t h e  prec edent t h at was set by the s p ec i al c omm i t t ee o n  
e d u c at i on ,  th at i f  a Member w i s h e s  to comment  o n  a que s t i o n ,  t hen  I fee l  t h at h e  i s  free  t o  do so . 
I f  Membe r s ,  e i t h e r  on t h i s  s i de ,  or Members  oppo s i t e ,  want to d i r e ct t he  q u e s t i ons  to i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
me i n c l u ded , t hen  I wo u l d  be h appy to respo n d . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gar g an ) : Th ank  you , Mr . Mc C a l l um .  Mr . Pan i l oo .  

Mot i o n To Adjou r n , Defe ated  

MR . PAN I LOO : ( Tra n s l at i o n )  . . .  at the  pre s e n t  t i me ,  I wou l d  l i k e to  recog n i z e  t he  c l oc k . When  we 
r e a s s emb l e  t omor row de a l i ng w i th t h e  s p ec i al  ho u s i ng comm i t tee  report , I wou l d  l i ke t h e  t wo 
c o - c h a i rmen to be av a i l ab l e  for q ue st i o n i n g . Th ank  yo u . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr . Pan i l oo ,  are yo u mak i ng a mot i on to rep ort progre s s ?  So moved . A l l 
t h o se i n  f avo u r ?  Op po s e d ,  i f  any? Th i s  mo t i on i s  d efeat ed . 

- - - Defeated  

We w i l l  k e ep on genera l  comment s .  Gene ra l  c omme nt s .  I s  i t  agreed the n ,  t h at we  go  r ecomme n d at i o n 
by recommen d at i o n ?  Ag r eed ? 

SOME  HON . MEMBER S :  Ag r eed . 

- - - Ag reed 

R e c omme n d at i on One , I mp l ement at i o n 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) : O kay ,  recommendat i on one , i mp l eme n t at i o n .  Mr . Cu r l ey .  

HON . TAGAK CURL E Y : Mr . Ch a i rman , I wo u l d  l i k e t o  a s k  t h e  co- c h a i rmen how they wo u l d  see th i s  
p a rt i c u l ar recommendat i on b e i ng i mp l emen ted . Wou l d  t h ey be h i r ed g u n s  from t he  As semb ly or by t h e  
g o v e r nmen t ?  A r e  they go i n g t o  b e  a s s i g n e d  a ro l e ,  and wh o s e  superv i s i o n are they go i ng t o  be 
u n de r ,  whether  i t  be t h e  Speaker  or the  Hou s i ng  Corporat i on as  a proj ect man ager i n  ch arge of  
i m p l ement i n g th e spe c i a l  comm i t tee ' s  report ? 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) : Mr . Mc C a l l um .  

MR . McCAL L UM : Mr . Ch a i rman , I h ave  t o  go b a c k  a l i t t l e  b i t i n  h i story to g i v e  you an i d e a  of �,h at 
t h e  comm i t t ee was at t empt i ng to do w i th t h i s  p art i cu l ar recomme n d at i on .  As the Member w i l l  r e c a l l ,  
i n  1 9 7 1 or  1 9 7 2 , there  was an NWT  Cou n c i l  t as k  force on ho u s i ng .  I am not s u re  who ch a i red i t ,  but  
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I think that it was Mr. But ters, and he could correct me if I am wrong. When the report of that 
N WT Council task force on housing came up in the then Council, Mr. Butters moved a motion seconded 
by Dr. Hamelin, that contained two "whereas" clauses and had a "therefore" clause that said this: 
"Now therefore, I move that the Commissioner in Council of the Northwest Territories accept these 
four major recommendations established by the Northwest Territories Council task force on housing ",  
and he went on to name them. They were then agreed. The question was asked, all were in favour 
and it was agreed. 

Mr. Butters then went on to indicate that he wished to get into the critical path, that is, to t ake 
into consideration what would happen to the recommendations. Again, with some comment, the 
critical path was discussed. So there was some kind of an implement ation scheme proposed but I do 
not believe that there was any kind of follow-up or enough follow-up done on the recommendations to 
ensure that these things did occur. Now, that is not to say not on all of them because one of the 
maj or recommendations was that the GNWT est ab 1 i sh an N WT Housing Corporation headquartered in 
Yellowknife. 

What we wanted to do with this was not to continue this special committee on housing for the 
duration of the 10th Assembly, but to ensure that its recommendations were being followed through. 
We wanted to be able to report at subsequent sessions back to the House to ensure that these things 
were being carried out, that the recommendations were being attended to. So, the committee 
formulated the recommendation that an implementation committee consisting of the two co-chairmen do 
that ; that it st ay until the end of the 10th Assembly, a matter of two years plus, and report b ack 
to the Assembly on the status of implement ation of the recommendations of the final report. That 
w as the rationale, if you like, behind the est ablishment of this implement ation committee. We 
wanted to see that things were done with its recommendations. The commit tee felt this was the best 
way to determine that it would be done. 

Now, obviously we are not t alking of attempting to set up something that would be of any great cost 
to  the government. As MLAs, both myself and Mr. Pudluk have access to come in to Yellowknife to 
determine that under the st anding provisions as laid down by the Management and Services Board. 
But it was an attempt to ensure that the recommendations would be carried out. That was the 
essence of the committee ' s  recommendation. 

I am not too sure whether I answered all the questions. We are not going to be responsible to the 
Housing Corporation. We are not going to be in the employ of the corporation. We do not intend to 
be in the employ of any district office of the corporation. As MLAs we h ave access, as I said, 
through standing provisions laid down by the MSB to meet together, whether it may be to query the 
Minister during interims. But we have the kind of provision to do that and I guess that is 
basically it. Now, Mr. Pudluk may want to add something to it because the question was asked of 
the co-chairmen. If other Members want to comment on it, they can as wel 1. 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Ask Tagak for permission. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. McCal lum. Mr. Curley. 

Members Assuming Role Of Project Directors 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. That helps a bit as far as I am concerned but I think 
the Member is using a comparison that is from a tot ally d i fferent world of politics because there 
were no such ministerial responsibilities then to the Executive Member. I think there were only 
mainly one or two Executive Members of the day. In view of that, I would see why they needed to 
have a steering committee of the Legislature overseeing the recommendations of the Assembly. But 
today I think we are a lot closer to real parliamentary democracy where each one of you is charged 
with duties to continue to pnss the government on policies and whether or not public interest is 
being well-served. I could not see it today. I could not see in this age, when the committee has 
completed its report, that it has to carry on the implement ation because this is the role of the 
Assembly -- it is supposed to be impartial -- in terms of its relationship with the civil service. 
As far as I am concerned, the Members are putting themselves into the role of the senior managers 
of the government and steering the recommendations through the pub 1 i c service and government 
policies. So I have problems with that. I could- not see how in your conscience you, as ordinary 
MLAs, would want to be put in a p 1 ace where you are actu a 11 y becoming project di rectors of such a 
major project. 
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I al so have a question wit h  respect to recommendation 1 ( c ) where you say the committee sha 11  have 
unimpeded and prompt access to al l documents. Does that incl ude cabinet documents or FMB 
documents? What do you mean by having access to al l documents? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Than k you, Mr. Cur l ey. Mr. McCal l um. 

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I am not sure whether Mr. Pud l uk wants to comment but again he may 
want to. I simp l y  want to indicilte to the Member that he is reading into it that we are going to  
direct the Housing Corporation and what it  shou l d  do. We were on l y  9oing to recommend in this 
report to the Executive Counci l .  If I wanted to continue to be a civil servant, I woul d have 
stayed there. I have at the present time no . . .  

A N  HON. MEMBER: ( Inaudib l e  comment. ) 

Committee Members To Monitor, N ot Direct 

MR. McCALLUM: At the rate you are giving these jobs away -- I wi l l not get back into it anyway. 
But okay, that is on l y  a smart remark. Let me start this al l over again. A l l we are saying is 
th at the committee be l ieves that two of its Members shou l d  roon itor, not direct, and for your 
benefit. Wi 11 I get your attention now? Two different words. Two different t hings. Monitor the 
way in which the directions have been accepted by the Executive Council , therefore it is by the 
government, therefore, by the corporation. We are not going to go in and ta l k  to the corporation 
and say to the corporation " Hey, l ook, you did not do this. " But we wi l l  report back on that. I 
wou l d  imagine as wel l that t he Minister wi l l report back. Hopefu l l y, he wil l report back on which 
ones have been accepted. Now, prior to us putting this particu l ar recommendation in, it was the 
understanding of t he committee that we wou l d  have gone th rough the recommendations. The bal l game 
has changed. That does not mean that the committee is thinking of de l eting this particu l ar 
recommendation but we be lieve that there shou l d  be a monitoring of the recommendations. But in no 
w ay are we ta l king about being invo l ved as bureaucrats if you l ike. 

I wi l l accept the statement that the ba l l game has changed from 1972  on. We did not get anyone in 
this House responsib l e  for anything unti l 1975, three years after it. It took unti l 1981 before 
you got anyone from this House who had anyth ing to do, direct l y, other than being a member possib l y  
of the board of di rectors of the Housing Corporation, to come back to this House to report on what 
the corporation was doing -- not responsib l e  for the Housing Corporation but responsib l e  to the 
House for what the corporation was doing. So what we were t rying to do is just exact ly  as I 
expl ained before. 

You asked the question about what documents -- mea cu l pa before we start it, okay? We asked for 
formal responses and papers and documents dea l ing with the operation of the Housing Corpor ation, 
that we have not received. In no way wou l d  I expect as an individua l Member that we are going to 
get minutes of the FMB un l ess it is a brown bag to us. There is no way. It does not happen now. 
I t  is not going to happen then. Document� re l ating to the operation of the corporation because the 
corporation is pub l ic. But certain l y  we are not asking for the minutes of the P and P commit tee, 
the FMB, the Executive Counci l ,  or anything like that. They are not given out now and I don ' t  see 
that you are going to change in midstream. So any documents that we wou l d  h ave -- that i s  a c l ause 
that is put in for most special or standing committees and it is in the terms of reference of the 
present special committee on housing. In the terms of reference in this report it says "The 
specia l committee sha l l in accordance with Ru l e  93(1 ) have the power to ca l l  for such persons, 
papers and records and to examine witnesses, as in its opinion are necessary to the conduct of its 
business. " Recommendation l(c ) is worded different l y  but the substance is identica l ,  without 
getting into any h ass l es with the l awyers of the House. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Thank you, Mr. McCa l l um. Mr. Wray. 

Recommendation May Usurp Ro l e  Of Minister 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I, too, h ave some concerns with recommendation one. I tend to think that this 
cou l d  be a dangerous precedent, inasmuch as it cou l d  usurp the ro l e  of the Minister and of the 
Legis l ature. The way I understand my respons i bi l ities as an MLA is that it is my ongoing and 
continuing responsibi l ity to monitor al l actions of the government and to monitor al l programs of 
the government and to monitor any recommendations that we wou l d make to the Executive Council to 
see that they have been carried out. Th at is the job of an MLA ; there can be no question about 
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th at. To designate two people with the specific purpose of rronitoring this kind of thing would 
seem to me to be saying th at we do not really trust the government, we do not really trust the 
Legislature to do this job. Th at is my first concern. 

My second concern is that if special committee Members or other Members in fact , want to know how 
recommendations are going, which ones h ave been implemented, then they h ave a very easy method of 
doing so and th at is simply by asking a question of the Minister of Housing during question period 
and asking if in fact these things h ave been done. 

I think the third thing th at I worry about is that in the last Assembly when I was on the other 
side and watched the interaction between ordinary MLAs and the Executive ,  it was always my 
assumption th at the House would make recommendations to the Executive Council and then the 
Executive Council would respond to the House on those recommendations and it was up to the 
individual Ministers to respond on the implementation of those recommendations within their v arious 
departments. It was not the role of the ordinary MLAs to report to the House on implementation of 
government po 1 icy but up to government Ministers themse 1 ves bee ause that is what we are doing 
here. When those recommendations are accepted by the government and acted upon , then they become 
government po 1 icy and who better to respond and report on government po 1 icy th an the government 
itself? So I think it is a very dangerous precedent to start having other Members of the House 
attempting to report on government policy and on matters affecting the government. 

I al so h ave a problem with (c) bec ause I c annot think of wh at documents and papers it would be 
necessary for an implementation committee to h ave to know if it is being implemented. I mean , it 
is very simple, standing up and saying to the Minister ,  "Have you implemented recommendation 23? " 
and he is either going to say yes or no. You do not need paperwork to do that. So I have some 
problems w i th recommendation one right off the bat and I will put those comments out right now. 
As an ordinary MLA , I would be very fearful of taking away the role of an ord i nary MLA in this 
whole process bec ause th at is wh at an MLA ' s  job is supposed to be i n  the first place and if we 
designate two people to do it , then wh at is the rest of the House going to do? Th ank you , Mr. 
Ch airman. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Th ank you ,  Mr. Wr ay. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Ch airman, the joint ch airman ' s  recollection of the process used by the 
committee in 1972 is correct. But I would just emph asize th at at that time there were no elected 
Members on the Executive Committee of the NWT ; there were bureaucr ats, super bureaucr ats. There 
was no one to watch over the implementation process which we felt was necessary. That strategy of 
the c ritic al path and monitoring was the best thing we could come up with at the time. There is a 
difference of night and day between that situation and the situation th at you h ave today and Mr. 
Curley and M r. Wr ay h ave indic ated th at difference much better th an I could. So I rest the c ase 
right there. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Th ank you. Mr. McCallum. 

Access To Information Essential 

MR. McCALLUM: Th ank you , Mr. Ch airman. Any committee that operates for this House would consider 
th at any access to information th at it requires for a report would be essential and I draw your 
attention to the terminology that we use and what we said in the foreword to coming to this 
particular recommendation. On page 1 5  regarding the implementation, we said th at access to 
information is vital. We generally received good co-oper ation from government officials. We h ad 
some difficult i es with the corpor ation and the procedures used to transmit information h ad some 
delays. As we went to print on the report , we had not received the corpor ation board of directors ' 
response to our interim report, we h ad not received the Minister of Housing ' s  response to the 
interim report , nor h ad we received the corpor ation ' s  five year plan. We feel that the 
recommendations are necessary. The recommendations we make will prod the government, as I said in 
my earlier corrrnents , to get going and come together on things. 

The special committee, and speaking for the nine other Members , whether they were the original six 
or the alternate Members, we felt that the committee h ad a responsibility to ensure as part of our 
work and an obligation to this House that its recommendations were implemented properly and as soon 
as possible . That is the r ationale th at we used. Now , I do not question th at 1985 is different 
from 1972 or whenever the report came in. Certainly there is a difference. Obviously the 

r 
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q u e s t i on of t he  dut i e s of an MLA are not s pe c i f i c  to ho u s i n g , t h ey de a l  wi t h  a numb e r  of th i ng s  i n  
a s k i ng q u e s t i o n s  of g o v er nment o n  wh at i t  h a s  d o n e . B u t  t he  s p e c i al comm i t tee  fe l t  t h at t h i s  i s  a 
r e s po n s i b i l i ty i t  h a d  to th i s  Ho u s e  to e n s u r e  t h at i t s recommendat i on s  were  proper l y  i mp l eme n ted . 
Hence  we made t he  f i r s t  recommen d at i o n .  We b e  1 i eve t h at w i th  b etter  d i rect i on the  c o rporat i on c a n  
c o n t i nu e  w i t h  wh at i t  s h o u l d  be do i n g a n d  t h at i s  t h e  r e a s o n  fo r t he  recomme n d at i on as s u c h . I c an 
add no more to t h at .  

C HA I KMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Th ank  you , Mr . Mc C a l l um .  The C h a i r w i l l  now recog n i ze the  c l o ck a n d  I w i l l  
r e p o r t  progre s s . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Garg a n . 

I T E M  1 6 : R E PORT OF COMM I TTE E OF  THE  WHOL E 

R E PORT  OF COMM I TTE E  O F  THE  WHOL E O F  F I NAL R E PORT  O F  THE  S P E C I AL COMM I TTE E ON  HOU S I N G  

MR . GARGAN : Mr . Spe ak e r , yo ur  comm i t tee  h as been c o n s i d e r i n g t h e  F i n a l  Report  o f  t h e  Spec i a l 
Comm i t tee o n  Hou s i ng and w i s h e s  to r eport p rogre s s .  

Mot i o n To Ac cept  Report  Of Comm i t tee  Of Th e Who l e ,  C a rr i e d 

M r . Speaker , I move t h  at the  report  of t he  comm i ttee  of t he  who l e  be con c u r r ed w i t h . 

MR . S P EAKER : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . G argan . Members  h ave he ard the  report of the  c h a i rman of t h e  
comm i ttee  o f  t he  wh o l e .  Are you ag reed ?  

S OM E  HON . MEMB E R S : Agreed . 

- - - C ar r i ed 

MR . SPEAKER : Are t h e re  any an noun ceme n t s  from t he  f l oor ?  Anno u n cement s  and orde r s  of the day , 
Mr . C l e r k .  

C L ERK O F  THE HOUSE  ( Mr .  Hami l t on ) :  An n o u n cemen t s ,  Mr . S peaker . 
s t an d i n g comm i t tee  on l e g i s l at i on i mmed i at e l y after  adj o u r nment . 
t omo rrow mor n i ng at 9 : 30 a . m .  

I TEM  18 : ORDERS  O F  T H E  DAY 

O r der s  of the d ay for Tu e s d ay ,  J u n e  1 1t h , a t  1 : 00 p . m .  

1 .  Pr ayer 

2 .  Membe r s ' R ep l i e s 

3 . M i n i s t e r s ' St at emen t s  

4 .  Or a l  Q u e s t i on s  

5 .  W r i t t e n  Quest i o n s  

6 .  Ret u r n s  

7 .  Pet i t  i on s  

8 .  Reports  of  S t a n d i ng a n d  Spec i a l  Comm i t t e e s  

9 .  Tab l i ng of Do c u men t s  

1 0 .  Not i ces  of Mot i o n 

1 1 .  Not i c es of Mot i on fo� F i r s t  R e a d i ng of B i l l s  

There w i l l  be a meet i ng of t h e  
Th ere wi l l  be a cau c u s  meet i ng 
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1 2 .  Mot i on s  

13 . F i rst R e ad i ng of B i l l s 

1 4 .  Second  R e ad i n g of B i l l s 

1 5 .  Con s i d e r at i o n i n  Comm i ttee  of the Who l e  of B i l l s and Other  Mat t ers : Appe ar ance of Tun g av i k  
Feder at i on of N u n avut  W i t n e s s ;  F i n a l  Report of t h e  Spec i a l  Comm i ttee o n  Hou s i n g ;  B i l l s 
6 -85 ( 2 ) , 10- 8b ( 2 ) , 1 1 - 85 ( 2 ) 

1 6 .  Report of Comm i ttee of the  Wh o l e  

1 7 . Th i r d R e ad i ng  of B i l l s 

1 8 .  Orde r s  of the  D ay 

MR . SP EAKER : Th a n k  you ,  Mr . C l er k . Th i s  Ho u s e stand s ad j o urned  un t i l Tues d ay ,  June  1 1t h , at 1 : 00 
p . m .  

- - -AIJJOURNMEN T  
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