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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1985 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Nellie 
Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallum, 
Hon. Bruce Mclaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. 
Pudluk, Mr. Richard, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Wednesday, October 23rd. 

Item 2, Members' replies. The ti me is starting to run out for Members' replies if the House is 
going to adjourn when they have indicated. So if we do not get into some replies pretty soon that 
date looks like it might not be able to be met, if everybody is going to reply, that is, of 
course. Item 3, Ministers' statements. Item 4, oral questions. Mr. Angottitauruq. 

ITEM 4: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 49-85(3): Written Instructions To Assist Travelling Patients 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister of Health. A very 
serious situation is still occurring in my area when patients leave their home community to travel 
to hospital or for treatment in Cambridge Bay, Yellowknife or Edmonton, and have problems with 
travel and speaking to non-native speaking people. Would the Minister institute a system such as 
written instructions to be given to the patient so they can get assistance when travelling by 
showing people the card? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As Members are aware, travel is arranged through 
the nursing stations in the Northwest Territories . I will take the Member's suggestion and 
include that with the other matters I intend to discuss with Health and Welfare Canada about the 
services for travelling patients, in particular those that require translation. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. I take it that you are taking the question as notice and 
will advise if this card will be used at a later date. Oral questions. Mr. Angottitauruq. 

Supplementary To Question 49-85(3): Written Instructions To Assist Travelling Patients 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just would like to further advise the Minister. He 
is always referring to the employees of nursing stations and government staff. 1he true problem 
occurs whenever there is any change or delays in flights for some reason. Those people are brought 
up to the airport on time and they board the plane. When they have to go back they have to wait a 
pretty good number of hours before it is noticed that they are back in the airports, because there 
is nothing set up in between. To travel peacefully when the whole thing is arranged, that is well 
taken care of; but when there are changes or delays in flights that is where the main problem 
occurs. The government staff are not exactly aware when a plane flies for half an hour or 15 
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minutes and then returns and that does occur sometimes. Sometimes they are half way to their 
destination -- like they take off from Yellowknife and land in Cambridge Bay because of weather 
problems. The air line spokesmen can sometimes speak only one language and the patients do not 
know what is going on and that requires that card. Would he be doing that in the future without 
really involving the government staff for in-between problems that might occur? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 49-85(3): Written Instructions To Assist Travelling Patients 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Sorry, Mr. Speaker, I forgot to ask. May I take two steps forward? Thank 
you. Mr. Speaker, I would like to reiterate for the Member and all the other Members the fact that 
I cannot promise to come back with resolutions to these problems. All I can promise to do is voice 
the Member' s discontent and my discontent and other Members' discontent to Health and Welfare 
Canada about the procedures which they use in transporting patients. Basically, we, as the 
Government of the Northwest Territories, run the three hospitals up here strictly internally and 
are not involved to a large degree in the transportation of patients but I will undertake to meet 
with Health and Welfare Canada officials, including the Hon. Jake Epp, on the issue, if I have to, 
and try to resolve some of these difficulties in the transportation but I have to make it clear, 
Mr. Speaker, that I cannot guarantee to do anything other than relay the problems because I do not 
have the authority to give instructions to Health and Welfare Canada. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. I would like to recognize at this time in the gallery the 
grade six students from Mildred Hall School in Yellowknife and their teachers, Mrs. Tricoteux and 
Mrs. Whitford. Would tlie students stand, please? 

---Applause 

Item 4, oral questions. Mr. Richard. 

Question 50-85(3): Public Housing Units For Yellowknife 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister responsible for the Housing 
Corporation and it concerns the need for more public housing units in the city of Yellowknife. I 
have asked questions previously of the Minister, Mr. Speaker, regarding the failure to supply 
additional housing units for public housing purposes in this city. This matter is of vital concern 
to the city of Yellowknife, particularly in the last two years because of the acute housing 
shortage generally in this city and although the Minister has done a good job this year and in his 
capital plan ..• 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. RICHARD: •.• for next year in constructing hundreds of public housing units throughout the 
Territories none of these last year, this year or in the proposals for next year are in 
Yellowknife. Mr. Speaker, the Minister did indicate to me earlier this year that he had agreed 
that the situation warranted more public housing units in this city and stated that he would try to 
do that by the rent supplement program and failing that, the Minister indicated that he would 
convert a number of the corporation's market uni ts at Lanky Court or Forrest Ori ve to the public 
housing program. I note, Mr. Speaker, in the document that the Minister tabled last week, that the 
Housing Corporation is negotiating these alternatives. Can the Minister advise the House which of 
these alternatives he will implement and when? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 50-85(3): Public Housing Units For Yellowknife 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am going to have to take the question under 
advisement. I can provide a partial answer by saying that, yes, negotiations aJ"e under way under 
the rental supplement program to provide a number of public housing units for Yellowknife by the 
spring of next year. I will advise the Member before the House recesses on the number of those 
units and when they can be expected to come on stream. So it is sort of a partial answer but I 
will come back to the Member probably through a Minister's statement and advise him of the actual 
number on that before the session closes. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. You are taking then part of the question as notice and it 
will be filed in the normal manner. Are there any further oral questions? Mr. McCallum. 

Question 51-85 (3): Allocation Of Capital Funds On Regional Basis 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question of the Minister of Local Government. It 
refers to a reply that he made yesterday in the House to a question asked by Mr. Erkloo. I want to 
highlight from the unedited transcript of the Hansard what Mr. Sibbeston indicated in relation to 
the allocation of capital funds in regional basis. He said, and I am quoting: "Lastly I will just 
say that the matter of providing capital projects or buildings in any particular region is a 
difficult matter because each of the regions is al lotted so much money each year for capital 
projects. "  I want to ask the Minister, is it the practice now of the government to allocate 
capital funds on a regional basis? If it is, when was it started and \'.hat is the basis of 
al location of capital funds? I was under the impression the government was looking at the 
Territories as a whole, not on a regional basis. If there is to be a change in the al location of 
funds on a regional basis, I want to get the oar in fast for the region I represent. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Sibbeston. 

Return To Question 51-85(3): Allocation Of Capital Funds On Regional Basis 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, when I was answering the Member's question yesterday I was 
primarily referring to the Department of Local Government. I can confirm to the Member that the 
Department of Local Government's budget, particularly the capital part of it, is split and divided 
in part by the various regions. This system is one that I came into \'.hen I became Minister of 
Local Government. I was alluding to this, that the Department of Local Government has some of its 
capital funds allocated on a regional basis. The system seems to have worked and I am satisfied 
with that process. There are provisions, however, there are some capital funds that are allocated 
not on a regional basis but on the needs of the municipalities in the North. There are others that 
are divided on other criteria. That is what I was alluding and �alking about yesterday. 

Mr. Speaker, I must say that in the government's capital planning process there are some moneys 
that are identified for priorities of the Executive Council. These are dealt with on a 
territorial-wide basis and the Executive Council is still dealing with this matter. Eventually 
decisions will be made as to how priority moneys will be used up by our government. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Supplementary, Mr. McCallum. 

Supplementary To Question 51-85 (3): Allocation Of Capital Funds On Regional Basis 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I have some difficulty with understanding 
that. Am I to take it from the Minister's reply that this occurs only within the Department of 
Local Government? Maybe I should properly address the question to the Minister of the government 
who chairs the Financial Management Board. Is that the way it occurs with other departments? Or 
is it only Local Government that al locates capital funds on a regional basis? Are funds in the 
capital plan allocated on a regional basis with other departments? If that is so, when did this 
particular process start to come into place? I do not recall that in the years that I was involved 
with the government that it was done on a region al basis, that the pi es were split up between the 
five regions. We had to create a new region that time. It was not done, as I recall, to my 
knowledge, but I would like to get some idea when the process started, if it is throughout the 
government departments or if this particular process is peculiar to the Department of Loe al 
Government. 

MR. SPEAKER: Which Minister wants to catch that ball? 

---Laughter 

Mr. Butters. 

Further Return To Question 51-85(3): Allocation Of Capital Funds On Regional Basis 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I notice that the Member pointed at me. The capital is allocated 
on the basis of need and on the basis of recommendations from this House. Departments put that 
need into proposal form and it goes through the capital planning process. Consultations occur in 
the region, it comes back to the capital planning and FMS process and is integrated into the 
budget. It is on the basis of need and recommendation from this House. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: If I could just add Mr. Speaker, the honourable Member will remember that last 
January during the budget session Members from Yellowknife brought forward a very important 
requirement of their constituency that was not in the budget and convinced this House and convinced 
the government that the need for a sewer system in this community was really important and the 
government moved to act on that and as a result you had all kinds of activity in this community 
this summer. 

MR. BALLANTYNE: .•• said some 20 times ..• 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Twenty times? No, sir. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Obviously, that will be reflected in the •.. 

MR. SPEAKER: Supplementary, Mr. McCallum. 

Supplementary To Question 51-85(3): Allocation Of Capital Funds On Regional Basis 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate how quickly and with what great haste the 
government reacted to giving Yellowknife a new ... 

AN HON. MEMBER: Easy, easy! 

MR. McCALLUM: ... something in their capital plan. That is not the question I am asking. I asked 
the question because the Minister of Local Government indicated that within his department, capital 
funds are allotted to certain regions; that if a project goes on, as I understand it, a project 
would go on. If it went over budget it would stop and the money would go into some other place. 
What I wanted to know from the Minister responsible, and I think it is the Minister responsible for 
the Financial Management Board, Mr. Butters, was whether the process was peculiar to one department 
or are all departments working in that way? The response he gave me, Mr. Speaker, is that it is 
all government departments. If that is so, somebody better get Local Government into the order 
because that is not what was said yesterday and it is not what the Minister of Local Government 
responded today. Mr. Speaker, I just want to get it straight how this money is being allotted on a 
capital plan. I know there are processes to go through but I think we just want to get it 
consistent rather than have it consistently inconsistent. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I explained how the capital process works in very few words. 
think that possibly the Minister of Local Government has something to add with regard to the 
Member's question which I think might put it into context. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Sibbeston. 

Further Return To Question 51-85(3): Allocation Of Capital Funds On Re9ional Basis 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, just so that there is no uncertainty and I can only speak on 
behalf of Local Government, I can tell the Member again very clearly that part of the Department of 
Local Government's capital budget is divided regionally and this system has been in place before I 
became Minister so obviously it is a matter that the Member ought to have known and he may have 
been part of the decision to have it done this way at one time. Not all of the capital funds of 
the department are dealt with regionally. There are others dealt wiih and the large municipalities 
in part have funds available to them for roads and sidewalks and, of course, there are provisions 
where certain projects arise, where there are certain demands that are placed on government that 
moneys are located from all of the territorial government budget to Local Government to put toward 
that project. So, I can only speak for my department but that is the way that it has worked. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Appaqaq. 

Question 52-85(3): Rules Regarding Home-Ownership 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want to ask a question of the Minister 
responsible for the Housing Corporation. I think you know that in Sanikiluaq there are two people 
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who are trying to get their own houses -- the other person I am working with. We were told that it 
is no problem to build a house here in Yellowknife. Now, I heard in Frobisher that only if you 
follow certain rules you are able to get a house here in Yellowknife. In Frobisher it is very hard 
to get your house because you have to fol low certain rules. There are probably a lot of people up 
here in the No:nth who want to get a house. If we have to follow all these rules it is almost 
impossible to build our own house. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Appaqaq, I am having great difficulty getting a real question out of that but if 
the Minister has anything to say -- it was more of a statement than a question. Would you like to 
try adding a question on to the end of that dissertation, Mr. Appaqaq? 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) You have to fol low two rules. In Frobisher there are rules that you 
have to follow and in Yellowknife there are no rules to follow as I know it. My question is, do 
they have different procedures? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Wray. 

Return To Question 52-85(3): Rules Regarding Home-Ownership 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I do not know if it is the interpreting or what but I could not really get a 
question out of there. I think what the Member is referring to is the home-ownership assistance 
program. First of all, the rules for the home-ownership program are the same right across the 
Northwest Territories. The same rules apply to everybody. In fact the home-ownership program is 
not al located in Yellowknife, only in Detah and in Rainbow Valley. They are the only two areas in 
Yellowknife which qualify for home-ownership assistance and the rules for obtaining home-ownership 
assistance there are the same as in Sanikiluaq, Pond Inlet, Tuk or Arctic Red River. There is no 
difference. 

If the Member was referring to my earlier statement to the Member for Yello�1knife South about 
obtaining public housing, then in Yellowknife we have the luxury ·unlike any other community in the 
NWT, where the private sector builds houses here and we rent from the private sector as opposed to 
us building them. So, I trust that answers the Member's question. I am not too sure because it 
was not coming through clearly. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Appaqaq, does that answer your question or do you have 
a supplementary? 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I do not think he understands what I am 
trying to ask. 

MR. SPEAKER: Well, let us take the time to see if we can get him to understand. Let us have the 
interpretation on channel one. Wi 11 you try it again, Mr. Appaqaq? You should be satisfied as a 
Member to get an answer to your quest ion. So we wi 11 listen to you again. You have the fl oar. 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, I do not think this can be understood correctly right 
here. Perhaps if I talk to him personally after the session. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: I take it that you are satisfied with your treatment in the House. Are there any 
further oral questions? Mr. Erkloo. 

Question 53-85(3): Discussion With Minister On Igloolik School 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want to ask the Mfoister of Education a 
question from the people in Igloolik. There was going to be an addition to the Igloolik school but 
as I understand it the blueprints for the school will have to be fixed up. Also, I was told that 
the government does not have enough money for the funding of this addition. The LEA in Igloolik 
wants to know if, after we have had this ses�ion, the Minister and also Jim Moffat and I, the three 
of us, could go to Igloolik. I would like to get an answer. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 
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Ret u rn To Quest i on 53 -85 ( 3 ) : D i s c u s s i on W i t h  M i n i ster On Igl oo l i k  Schoo l 

HON. DE N NIS PATTERSON : Mr. Spea ker , we are hav i ng ser i o u s  prob l ems fi nd i ng the neces s ar y  mo ney to 
f und t he new add i t i on p l anned for the Ig l oo l i k  s c h o o l .  Upon prep ar i ng to  des i gn t he s c h oo l  
add i t i on i t  was  d i s covered t h at not onl y i s  t here a need for  t he f o u r  add i t i onal  c l a s s rooms  p l anned 
but  expert ad v i ce i s  t h at t here w i l l  be s ome m aj o r  ret rof i t t i ng req u i red i n  the sys tems i n  t he 
s c h oo l , heat i ng ,  water. As a res u l t  the c o s t  i s  projected t o  be i n creased s i gni f i c ant l y  over w h at 
we h a ve b u d geted. I do not h ave a so l ut i on t h at I c an offer t he Member t o d ay but  I under s t and h i s  
q ues t i on t o  be , wi l l  we come and d i s c u s s  the  matter w i t h  the communi ty o f  I g l oo l i k? Yes , I wou l d  
be q u i te w i l l i ng to  d o  t h at w i th t he Member i n  t he nea r fut ure at a s u i t ab l y  c onven i ent t i me. 
Perh ap s  i f  t he v i s i t  c an be p l anned for around December I c an h ave some s o l i d  i nform at i on to g i ve 
to t he c ommuni t y  about wh at c an be done w i t h  t h i s  p ro b l em. Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Speaker. 

MR. SP EAKER :  Th ank yo u ,  Mr. P atter s on. Or a l  q uest i ons . Mr. Angot t i t au r u q. 

Quest i on 54 - 85 ( 3 ) : Fund i ng For  Const ruct i on Of S c h oo l s 

MR. ANGOTT I TAURUQ : Th ank yo u ,  Mr. Speaker. I am st i l l  a l i t t l e  b i t concerned about t he s c h o o l  
t h at was  s uppo sed t o  be bu i l t in  Pe l l y  Bay . I am w onder i ng why  a l l of a sud den Ed u c at i on i s  
p ut t i ng a l ot of t hei r money t o  some other t h i n g s  o r  i s  s h o rt for p l ann i ng and t h i n g s  l i ke t h at .  I 
am wonder i ng why they are d o i ng t h at bec au se I t h i nk the act i s  go i ng t o  come up pretty  soo n 
reg ard i n g t he compu l s ory attend ance. Th at seems q u i te an i mport ant t h i ng and i f  edu c at i on i s  
i mp ort ant why i s  the Dep artment of E d u c at i o n not h av i ng enough  funds to h ave schoo l s  b u i l t  or h ave 
s c h oo l s  ad ded to  s o  t h at s c hoo l s  cou l d  be adeq u ate  for communi t i es ?  

M R .  SP EAKE R :  M r .  P at ter son. 

Ret u rn t o  Ques t i on 54-85 ( 3 ) : Fund i ng For  C o n st r u ct i on Of S c hoo l s  

HON. DE N N I S  PATTER SON : Mr. S peaker , t he Dep artment o f  E d u c at i on h as app rox i m ate l y  $ 1 6  m i l l i on i n  
i t s  c ap i t a l  bud get i n  an aver age year for  s c h o o l  cons t r u c t i on. Unfo rt unatel y ,  wi t h  the co st  of  
s c hoo l s a n d  t he c o st of const r u ct i on t hese d ays , t h at i s  on l y  good for t wo o r  t hree project s and a s  
a res u l t  there are severe p res s ures on our  c ap i t a l p l an wh i ch h ave for ced me t o  m a ke d i ff i cu l t  
dec i s i ons about  po stponi ng o r  p h as i ng s c h o o l  c ap i t a l  projects.  I c an t e l l t he hono u r ab l e  Member 
t h at s i nce h i s  q ues t i ons and pet i t i on in t he Ho u s e  on t he m at ter of the Pel l y  Bay sc h oo l , I h ave,  
w i t h i n t he l as t  d ay or two , been very c arefu l l y rev i ew i ng t he c ap i t al p l an and I t h i n k  I m ay h a ve 
f o und a w ay to answer t he Member ' s  con cerns b u t  i t  w i l l  requ i re adj u s tment i n  t he p l an and approv a l  
of t h e  F i nanc i a l  Management B o ard . I wou l d  l i ke to c l ar i fy t o  t he Member t h at t he commun i ty of  
Ig l oo l i k  i s  in  t he s ame s i t u at i on where co st  i n c reases h ave meant t h at i t  l oo k s  l i ke the p l anned 
add i t i on m ay h ave to be postponed . So , t hese pres s u res are not a l l j u s t  be ing v i s i ted on one 
communi t y ,  t hey h ave effect s in a l l part s o f  the Ter r i to r i es and i t  i s  my j o b  to t ry an d be as fa i r 
and object i ve about h ow t he c ap i t a l do l l ar s  are a l l o c ated , b u t  I h ope to reco gni ze t he d i l emma i n  
Pel l y  Bay an d I recogni ze th at i t  i s  a very o l d s c h oo l and s h o u l d  be g i ven t he h i ghest  pr i or i ty for 
rep l acement , so I am h o pefu l 1 c an f i nd a w ay to  dea l w i th t he Member ' s  c o n cern i n  t he next s h ort 
wh i l e .  Th ank yo u .  

MR.  SP EAK E R : Th ank yo u ,  Mr. P atters on. Or a l  quest i ons . Mr. Gar g an. 

Q uest i on 5 5 -85 ( 3 ) : H a z ardo u s  Di t c hes , Fort Prov i dence 

MR. GAR GAN : Th ank yo u ,  Mr. Speaker. I wou l d  l i ke to d i rect my quest i on to e i t her t he M i n i s ter of 
Loc a l  Government or t he M i ni ster of  P u b l i c  Wor k s  a n d  i t  i s  w i t h  regard to a pet i t i on c i rc u l ated i n  
Fort Pro v i dence. I do not k now  whet her e i t her of the M i n i sters rece i ved i t  b ut  i t  i s  w i t h  reg ard 
t o  t he d i t c hes in Fort  Pro v i de n ce. In some areas  t he d i t c hes are about 10. feet deep and are pretty 
steep too  and in s ome areas they are ap pro x i m ate l y fou r  feet deep. My concern i s  t h at a l ot of the 
peo p l e  i n  Fort  Pro v i dence are concerned t h  at  t h at i s  q u i te h azardous  f or veh i c l es as  we l l  as  for  
t he el der l y  peo p l e  an d a l s o for  t he ch i l d ren , es pec i a l l y  when t here i s  the s pr i ng run-o ff.  I am 
s u re t here were s i x M i ni sters in Fort Pro v i dence and I h ave s h own t hem t h at part i c u l ar d i t c h  and I 
am j u s t  wonder i ng whet her t he M in i s ter h as rece i ved any k i nd of pet i t i o n  exp ress i ng t h i s  c o n cern or  
whet her o r  not  t he M i n i ster has  c ons i dered t he d anger of t hose d i t ches and i s  in  a p o s i t i on to do  
s omet h i ng about  i t .  I wo u l d  l i ke to get an  answer , Mr.  Speaker. Th ank yo u .  

MR.  SPEAK E R : Mr . S i b best on. 
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R e t u r n  To Q u e s t i o n 5 5 - 85 ( 3 ) : H a z ardo u s  D i t c h e s , Fort  P r o v i d e n c e  

HON . N I C K  S I B B E S TON : I am  p l e a sed  to ad v i s e t he  Member  th at , ye s ,  wh e n  we were  i n  Fort  Prov i d e n c e  
I d i d  h ave occ as i on to see  the  d i t ch t h at t h e  Member i s  t a l k i ng a b o u t  and , n o ,  I d i d  n ot rece i ve a 
p et i t i on but , ye s ,  I d i d  dec i d e th at the  mat t e r  wo u l d  be rec t i f i ed .  I d o  ag ree  th at t h e  d i t c h  t h at 
h as been  b u i l t i s  u n u s u a l ly  d eep and co u l d  be a h az a rd to peop l e  a nd veh i c l e s ,  s o  I d e c i ded wh en  I 
w a s  t a l k i n g  wi t h  my off i c i a l s  i n  Fort P r o v i d e n ce  th at , ye s ,  t h e  Department  of Loc a l  Governmen t  
v1o u l d  rect i fy i t .  U n f o rt u n at e l y, we are n ot ab l e  t o  do i t  t h i s  f a l l b ut I u n dertook t h at t h e  
m a t t e r  wo u l d  be  d o n e  f i r s t  t h i ng  next  sp r i n g .  

M R . SPEAKER : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . M i n i s t e r . Su p p l eme n t ary , Mr . Garg an . 

S u p p l ement ary To Q u e s t i on 5 5 -85 ( 3 ) : . H azai::.gQL0 D i t c h e s , F o r t  P r o v i d e n ce  

M R . GAR GAN : Ye s ,  th an k yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . My q u e s t i o n ag a i n ,  a s u pp l ement ary to t h e  Mi n i s ter  of 
Lo c a l  Gov e r nme n t . I was wo n de r i ng i f  t he  M i n i s t er of L o c a l  Gover nment h as c o n s i d e r ed wh i l e t h e  
d i t c h e s  a r e  1 0  feet  deep  t h at he  m i g h t  be  ab l e  t o  put  i n  a wat er  a n d  sewag e l i n e and s a v e  a 
s u b s t a n t i al amo u n t  of mo n ey by d o i ng t h at ?  

MR . S P EAKER : Mr . S i b b e s t o n . 

F u rt h e r  R e t u r n  To Q u e s t i o n 5 5 -85 ( 3 ) : Hazard o u s  D i t c h e s , F o r t  P r o v i d e n ce  

HON . N I CK S I B B E S TO N :  No , Mr . Speake r ,  no . I t  i s  an i nt e re st i ng i d ea  but  one  t h at we  are not ab l e  
t o  affo r d  at t h e  mome n t . 

M R . SPEAKER : Or a l  qu e s t i o n s . Mr . Ar l oo k t oo . 

Q u e s t i o n 5 6 - 85 ( 3 ) : Ho u s i n g S h ort aci e ,  C ape D o r set  

M R . AR LOOKTOO : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  T h a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Spe a ker . My q ue s t i o n  i s  d i rected  to the  Mi n i s t e r  
r e s po n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  Hou s i ng Corporat i o n .  T h e  h o u s i ng as soc i at i on i n  C ape Do r set wrote a l etter  t o  
t h e  d i s t r i c t man ag er  i n  t h e  Baff i n  Reg i o n a n d  t hey st ated  th at t h e r e  wa s a l ac k  o f  ho u s i ng i n  C ape  
Do r s et . I am s u re you h ave  the  c opy of t he l et t e r . Th ey req u e s t ed to h ave some r e h abs done  i n  
C ap e  Dorset  and al so  r eq ue sted  ad d i t i o n a l  ho u s i n g and , as yo u m i g h t  be aware after  t he  surv ey , Cape  
Do r s et i s  l ac k i ng h ou s i ng v e ry b ad l y . A l so i n  t h i s  se s s i o n ,  perh aps you  c an g i ve me an  a n swer a s  
t o  wh at yo u are go i n g to do about  the  concern  t h ey h av e .  I wo u l d  b e  very h appy to get  a rep l y  on 
h ow to so l ve t h i s  p rob l em t h ey h ave i n  Cape Dor s e t . Th ank  you . 

MR . S PEAK ER : Th ank  you , Mr . Ar l o o k too . Mr . W r ay .  

HO N .  GORIJON WRAY : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . I h ave rec e i v ed a l et t er from C ape  Dorset . The c ap i t a l 
p l a n  fo r t he  Ho u s i n g C o r po r at i o n fo r 1 986-87  h as not yet been  f i n a l i z ed and i t  i s  my i n tent i o n to 
s i t  d own w i t h  t h e  Member and o t her MLAs i n  t h e  Hou se before  I t a ke a f i n �  p l an to t h e  Execut i v e ,  
s o  before t he  Member , and act u a l l y  the  other  Member s  from B aff i n ,  go home , I wi l l  be gett i ng 
t o get her wi th  t h em to d i s c u s s  t he  p l an wh i ch I sent  o ut  t h r o u gh t h e  ma i l  a n d  I h o pe t h at t h ey 
r e c e i v ed an d hopefu l l y we wi l l  be ab l e  to arr i v e at some fo rm of reso l u t i o n .  Th a n k  yo u .  

M R . SP EAKER : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . M i n i s ter . You  are t ak i n g t h e  q u e s t i o n as not i c e .  Are t h ere any 
f u r t h er or al q u e s t i o n s ?  Mr . R i ch a rd . 

Q u e s t i o n 5 7 - 85 ( 3 ) : P r opo s a l For  To u r i s t F ac i l i ty ,  P an g n i rt u n g  

MR . R I C HAR D :  Th ank  you , Mr . S peaker . Mr . S p ea ke r ,  I h ave a q u e s t i on for ' t he M i n i s t e r  o f  To ur i sm ,  
M r . Cu r l ey .  I u n d e r s t an d , Mr . Spe ak er , t h at t h e  Department  of To u r i sm i s  con s i d e r i ng a pr opo s a l  
for a l arge t o u r i s t f ac i l i ty to b e  est ab l i s h ed i n  P a n g n i rt u ng a n d  I f u r t h er u n d e r s t a nd ,  Mr . 
S p e aker , th at t h e  Tr a v e l  I n d u s t ry As soc i at i o n h av e  wr i t t e n  to the  Mi n i s t e r  or h i s dep artme n t  
e x p r e s s i ng c o n c ern  ab o ut t he  a l l o c at i on o f  l a rge amo u nt s ,  i n  t he m i l l i o n s o f  d,o l l ar s ,  o f  t h e  
dep artment ' s  b u d g et t o  o n e  proj ect , t h at i t  m i g h t  be a d r a i n o n  t he  dep artment ' s  ot h er 
r e s p o n s  i b i  l i t  i e s . I u nd e r s t a nd t h  at t h e  T IA h ave a l  so expre s s ed c o n cern ab out  t h e  l ack of any 
an a l ys i s  as to t h e  eco n om i c  v i ab i l i ty of s u c h  a l ar ge  proj ect  i n  t he  fut u r e , wh et her  i t  cou l d  carry  
i t s e l f  or wh e t h er i t  w i l l  c o n t i n ue to  be s u b s i d i z ed by g o v e r nme n t . A l so , Mr . Spe aker , I u nders t an d  
t h e  T I A  h av e  ex pre s s ed a concern  reg ard i n g t h e  l ac k  o f  any s t u d y  on t h e  i mpact t h at a l ar ge  
meg aproj ect wo u l d  h ave  t h ro u g ho ut the  t o u r i sm i n d u s t ry .  C a n  t h e  M i n i s t er i n d i c ate to t h e  As semb l y  
w h e t h e r  h i s dep artmen t i s  ser i o u s l y  co n s i d e r i ng a l ar g e  meg aproj ect  of th i s  n at u r e ?  Th a n k  yo u ,  
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M r . Spe a k er . 

MR . SPEAK ER : Mr . Cur l ey .  

R et u r n  To Quest i o n  5 7 -85 ( 3 ) : Propo s a l  For  To ur i st Fac i l i ty ,  P angn i r t u ng 

HON . TAGAK C UR L E Y : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . I w i l l  say th i s . I am s u r p r i s e d  t h at the  T I A  wo u l d  be 
c o n cerned  about a f i gure  t h at doe s  not e x i st as f ar as I am co ncerned . There are no gov ernm ent 
p l an s . Th ere  i s  no  propos a l . Th e on l y  th i ng t h at I k now is  t h at we h av e  i n i t i ated di s cu s s i o n  w i t h  
t h e  l o c a l  peop l e  o f  P a n g n i rt u n g  t h at t h ey m ay want t o  see a n ew h ot e l  bec ause  from t h e  report s t h at 
we have  rec e i ved  f rom t h e  t r av e l  i nd u s t ry ,  i n  p art i c u l ar f rom t h o s e  t h at n o rm a l l y  bo o k  l arge  gro u p s  
o f  tour i st s  comi n g  i nt o  P a n g n  i rt u n g ,  i nt o  t h e  n at i on a l  p ar k , t h ey h ave some concerns  about t h e  
present  f ac i l i ty .  We have  b e e n  v ery c aref u l  n o t  to d i s rupt  t he  pres ent  fac i l i ty a t  t h e  m oment  b u t  
t he ot h e r  d ep artme nt s i n c l u d i n g  t he i n spectors  i n  t h e  J u s t i c e  Department h ave b e e n  concerned  abo ut 
cer t a i n as pect s of  t h e  h ot e l  t h ere . 

S o ,  t herefore , my dep artmen t  i s  d i s c u s s i n g at t h e  moment  w i t h  the  p eop l e  of Pan g n i rt un g an d t h e  
t ou r i sm g r o u p  t h e r e  wh et her  o r  n ot t h ey wo u l d  be p r e p ared  t o  e i t h er c o n s i der i mp r o v i n g t h e  l o c a l  
h ot e l  or  l oo k  at t h e  p o s s i b i l i ty o f  j o i nt v en t u r i ng w i t h  o t h e r  compan i es th at m i ght  w i s h  t o  bu i l d a 
n ew fac i l i ty t here . As f ar as t h e  gove rnme nt i s  c o n c e rne d we are o n l y  fac i l i t at i n g t h o s e  who m i g ht 
w i s h  to i n i t i at e  s uc h  a proj ect and are not , at t h e  moment , prep ared t o  comm i t  any mon ey .  I do not 
t h i n k  we h ave any money bec au se my c o l l e ague , t he M i n i st er of  E d u c at i on ,  a l so  h as some pro b l em s  
w i t h  l ac k  of c ap i t a l f u n d s . W e  wo u l d  cert a i n l y  n o t  be  prep ared t o  go i ndependent  o n  s uc h  a n  i d ea .  
Wh at I d o  want t o  s ay i s  I t h i n k  t h e  Trave l I n d u s t ry As so c i at i on wou l d  be e l ated i n  my v i ew to s ee 
s u c h  a f ac i l i ty i n  order  for  t h e  g o vernment to be ab l e  to p romo t e  i nt e r n at i o n a l l y , t o u r i s t s  w h o  
c ome i nt o  t h e  r eg i o n s  a n d  ot h e r  p arts  o f  t he re g i on s . I wo u l d  see no r e ason  for t h em t o  b e  ex c i t ed 
a nd  be afr a i d  of s u c h  a p o s s i b l e  p r i v at e  s ect or i n i t i at i ve .  Th a n k  yo u . 

MR . SPEAK E R : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Mi n i s ter . Or a l  q u e s t i o n s . Mr . Mc C a l l um .  

Q u e st i o n 58-85 ( 3 ) : I nc r e a s e  I n  Re s i dent  H u nter s ' C ar i bo u  Quot as  

M R . Mc C A L L UM : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . I h a ve  a quest i on of  the  M i n i s t e r  of R e n ew ab l e  Res o u rc e s  
concer n i n g  c ar i bou q u ot as .  The M i n i st e r  w i l l  k n ow t h at some f i ve o r  s i x ye ar s ag o t h e  quota  for 
res i dent  h u n t ers was  reduced  from f i ve  to  two per  h un t e r . I t h i n k  a res i d ent  h u n t e r  can  acqu i re 
another  o n e  n ow by p ay i n g  $40 extra  for anot h er t ag .  I t h i n k t h at i s  t he arr ang ement t h at g oes  
o n . I k now th at t h e  Mi n i s t e r  h as rece i ve d  requ e s t s  to i ncrease  or re i n s t at e  t h e  c a r i bou qu o t a  for 
r e s i de n t  h u nters . I wo nder  if s he c an i n d i cate  t o  me  whet her  t he  dep artment a l  b i o l o g i st s  h a ve  
r e v i ewed t h at reque st  a n d  i f  anyt h i ng h a s been  d o n e . I s  t here  a p o ss i b i l i ty th at v ery qu i ck l y 
r e s i dent  h u nters  w i l l  h av e  t h e i r quota  i n creased  from two or wh at are t he p l ans  of t he  dep artment  
i n  th at r eg ard ?  

MR . SPEAK E R : M ad am M i n i s t e r . 

HON . N E L L I E  COURNOYE A :  Mr . Ch a i rm an , I t h an k  th e Member  for  g i v i n g me not i c e .  However , t here  are 
m any d i fferent  c ar i bou  her d s , and  a l l t h e se i s s u e s  on  c ar i bou q u ot as are re l ated  to the  n umbers of 
t h e  herd s an d h ow m u c h  the i nc r e as e  h as b ee n . F i r st ,  I c an s ay ,  ye s ,  th ey ar e b e i ng act i v e l y  
co n s i dered  a n d  second l y, I w i l l  t ake t h e  q u est i on u n der ad v i s ement t o  dea l wi th  t h at part i c u l ar 
r e g i o n t h at he i s  a s k i ng t h e  q u e s t i o n i n  refe rence  to . 

MR . S P EAK E R : Th a n k  you , Ms Co urnoyea . You  are t ak i n g t h e  q u e st i o n as not i c e .  Or a l  q u e st i o n s .  
Mr . E r k l oo .  

Quest i o n 59 -85 ( 3 ) : Con so l i dat i on Of Off i ce Space , P o n d  I n l et 

MR. ERKLOO : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Th ank  you , Mr . S peaker . My qu es t i on i s  to the M i n i ster o f  L o c a l  
Government . I k now th at t h i s  h as been  ment i o ned  bef ore  by th e Fro b i  s h e r  B ay l o c a l go ver nment and 
t h e  h am l et of  Pond  I n l et .  There are a l ot of off i c es i n  Pond I n l et .  For i n s tance , the go vernment  
emp l oyees have  t he i r  own  off i ce and the  h am l et h as t h e i r  own  off i c e  and  the  hou s i ng a s s oc i at i o n .  
Th ey e ac h  h ave d i fferent off i ces . HTA h ave t he i r  own off i ce an d t h e  w i l d l i fe off i cers  h a ve t h e i r  
own off i c e s . The a l coh o l  a n d  drug  comm i t t ee h av e  th e i r  own off i c es too . When t h ey eac h  hav e 
d i fferent  off i c es i t  i s  q u i te  expens i ve .  For t h i s r e a s o n , cou l d  he t e l l  m e  whet h e r  t h ey cou l d  put  
a l l these  off i ce s  i n  one  b u i l d i n g or i f  th i s  c o u l d  be cons i d ered . If  th i s  h as b ee n  co n s i d ered  I 
wo u l d  l i ke t o  k now at wh at p o i nt t h ey are at . T han k  you.  

MR . SPEAKE R :  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr.  Er k l oo.  Mr . M i n i st e r . 
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Ret urn To Question 59-85(3): Consolidation Of Office Space, Pond Inlet 

HON. N ICK S I B B E STON: Mr. Speaker , the Member is talking of consolidating all of the offices of 
various agencies and local government in Pond Inlet. In j ust looking at the capital budget for 
this coming year , I do not see any provisions there for that consolidation. I would ask the Member 
if he could ask the Minister of Public Works if he has information on this because I do not have at 
the moment . I undertake to provide what information I can from my department but  would advise the 
Member to ask the question of the M inister of Public Works. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you,  Mr. Sibbeston. Mr. Wray. 

F urther Ret urn To Question 59- 85 (3): Consolidation Of Office Space, Pond Inlet 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Thank yo u, Mr. Speaker. There is no provision to provide a complete office 
space in Pond Inlet for the various government departments. As you know, Public Works is 
responsible for acquiring accommodation for government departments including the Hou sing 
Corporation . What I may suggest to the Member is that recently a similar t hing happened in 
Cambridge Bay and a local corporation, the Enokhok Development Corporation undertook a proposal and 
presented it to this government , which was approved for a local company to build an office and 
lease it to  the government. The Member may wish to consider something like that for Pond Inlet. I 
can tell you that the government has generally said that in situations like this we prefer t o  lease 
as opposed to build any more government offices. We are not really in favour of building any more 
government offices but  we are not opposed t o  leasing from the private sector, particularly if it 
means a consolidation and a cheapening of cost. So it may be something t he Member may wish to take 
back to Pond Inlet and discuss with groups there. If they can work something ou t, come to the 
government with their proposal. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions . Mr. Gargan. 

Question 60-85(3): Provision Of Vehicles For Senior Citizens 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to direct my question to the Minister of Social 
Services . I believe in November of last year I received a letter from t he Minister with regard t o  
some options that t he Executive has been considering with regard to providing vehicles for senior 
citizens homes and some of the options as to who will be getting the vehicles or whether interest 
groups might be able t o  provide t hat service. I have not really received anything but  I would like 
to  ask the Minister what is the status  on that whole sit uation? 

MR. SPEAK ER: Mr. Minister. 

Ret urn To Question 60-85(3): Provision Of Vehicles For Senior Citizens 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHL IN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. would also like to thank the Member for giving 
me notice of the quest ion. Subsequently to  the letter th at I wrote to  t he Member, Mr. Speaker, I 
took forward an opt i ans paper t o  the Executive which caused a general discussion on the mat ter as 
t o  which department had the responsibility because the facilities are owned by the Housing 
Corporation but some home care service is provided by my department. As well, the Department of 
P ublic Works would be in the sit uation of having to maintain the vehicles in smaller communities. 
So, it involved three departments and I have had placed on the agenda for t he next Financial 
Management Board meeting a paper which will basically give t he Members of the Executive Council and 
Financial Management Board the option t o  look at providing vehicles in t he next fiscal year. The 
proposal is basically t hat the government makes some contribution toward the capita l  and O and M of 
vehicles because we do not want to undermine the already existing voluntary groups providing this 
service and we feel that families and communities should not abandon the elderly entirely to the 
government so we do not want to undermine community efforts to take care of the elderly. All I can 
undertake now is t hat once the Execu tive and FMB have finally dealt with the matt er, I will advise 
the Member but it is not likely that there w.ill be a Financial Management Board meeting before the 
end of the session. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Pudluk.  
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Q u e s t i on 61-85 ( 3 ) : Fut u r e  U s e  Of O l d  Sc hoo l , Reso l ut e  Bay 

MR . P UDLUK : ( Tr a n s l at i on )  Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Speaker . I h a v e  a quest i o n  for t h e  M i n i s t er of the 
Department of P u b l i c  Wor k s .  I n  Res o l u t e  B ay t h ey a re bu i l d i ng a new s c h oo l  and i t  wi l l  p robab l y  be 
comp l eted  i n  1986 and wh e n  i t  i s  c omp l e t ed i t  w i l l  be u s ed . I w as won der i ng i f  yo u h av e  any p l ans 
for t h e  o l d  s c h oo l . Th ank yo u .  

MR . S P EAK ER : Mr . M i n i st er . 

Ret u rn To Quest i on 61- 85 ( 3 ) : Fut u r e  U s e  Of O l d S c h oo l , Reso l ut e  B ay 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Sp e ak e r . As f ar as I am aware , t h ere are no p l ans  p r e s ent l y for  
the  o l d s c h oo l u n l e s s  the  Dep artment of E d u c at i o n h as p l an s but  the  Dep artment of Pu b l i c  Wo r k s  h as 
no p l ans for i t and we wou l d  act  on ad v i ce from t h e  Department of E d u cat i o n as t o  wh at t h ey w i sh u s  
to d o  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i ng . P e r h a p s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c at i on can c l ar i fy b ut I d o  not th i nk th ere  
are any p l ans r i g ht now . Th ank  you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . M i n i s t er . Mr . P atter s o n , h ave you anyt h i ng to add to t h i s ?  

Furt h e r  R et u rn To Quest i on 61- 85 ( 3 ) : Fut u r e  U s e  O f  O l d  Schoo l ,  R es o l u t e  B ay 

HON . D E N N I S  PATTERSON : Mr . Speak er , I b e l i eve  t h at t he o l d  s c h o o l  i s  worth l e ss . It i s  i n  s u ch a 
poo r state  of rep a i r  t h at we are b u i l d i n g a new s c h oo l  a nd  I c a nnot env i s ag e  any u se  for  i t  ex c ept  
per h ap s  a s  co l d  s t o r ag e . Th ank  yo u .  

MR . S PEAKE R : Th ank  you , M r .  M i n i s ter . Ora l  q ues t i o n s . Mr . R i c h ar d . 

Qu e s t i on 62 -85 ( 3 ) : Trans fer  Of J u r i s d i ct i on For S i r  Joh n Frank l i n  H i gh S c h oo l 

MR . R I CHAR D : Thank  yo u ,  Mr . Sp e ak e r . My o r a l  q ue st i on i s  for t h e  M i n i s t er o f  Ed u c at i on and , Mr . 
S peaker , i t  i s  not a d o l l ar i s s u e , t here  w i l l  be no more  p r e s s ure  on t h e  M i n i s t e r ' s  cap i t al bu dget 
as  a r e s u l t  of t h i s q u e st i o n .  It i n vo l ves  t h e  t r a n sfer of j u r i s d i ct i on of  S i r  Joh n Fr an k l i n  H i g h  
Schoo  1 from  t h e  Dep artme nt  of E d u c at i o n t o  t h e  pa  rent s o f  th e ch i 1 d ren  wh o att end  t h  at  sc h oo 1 ,  
ap prox i m at e l y  two t h i r d s  of whom are from Ye l l owk n i f e .  The M i n i s t e r  h as i n d i c at e d  i n  t h i s  A s s emb l y  
i n  t h e  p as t  year , Mr . Sp e a k er , t h at h e  wo u l d  t ak e  th i s  mat t e r  i nt o  cons i d er at i o n . Du r i n g  t h i s  p a st 
s umme r  I know  t h at t h e  M i n i st e r  and h i s  key  off i c i a l s  met i n  B a t h u r s t  In l et a n d  fo l l ow i n g  t h at 
meet i n g t h e  M i n i s ter was  quoted , and I h o p e  h e  w i l l  agree  w i t h  me th at th i s  t i m e  he was  quoted 
correct l y  i n  t h e  News/Nort h . • .  

AN HON . MEMBER : Prob ab l y  h i gh l y u n l i ke l y .  

MR . RICHARD :  . . .  wh en  h e  s t at e d  t h at t h e  major  concern reached  at t he B at h u r s t  I n l et m e et i ng s  w as 
t h at t h e  p u b l i c  h ad t o  be g i ven  mor e i nput  i nt o  t h e  ed u c at i o n system . 

AN HON . MEMBER : Who  wrot e  t h e  s t o ry?  

MR . R I CHAR D :  I t  s ays " d at e l i n e s i xt h  f l oor , L a i n g  B u i l d i n g " . 

- - - L aughter  

I u n d er st and , Mr . Speaker , th at r e c e nt l y  cert a i n ad d i t i o n a l  op t i ons or a l t ern at i v e s  h av e  bee n or  
ar e b e i n g  s u g g e s t e d  t o  t he  M i n i st e r  wh i ch wou l d  a l l ow more i np ut and  cont r o l  by t h e  pub l i c  t h at are 
served  by the  s c h oo l . My que st i on ,  Mr . Sp eaker , is w i l l  t h e  M i n i ster  conf i rm t h at he  i s  st i l l  
cons i de r i ng s uch  opt i ons pnd undert ake t o  prov i de a h opefu l l y f av o u r ab l e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  request  
i n  t h e  ne ar f uture , per h ap s  b efore  t he  end of  t h e  c a l endar  year ? Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Spe aker . 

MR . SPEAK E R : Mr . M i n i s ter . 

HON . D ENNIS PATTERSO N :  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Sp eaker . I am g l ad t h e  q u e st i o n was  a s ked . Members  of th e 
Ho u se are  probab l y  aware  t h at E d u c at i on D i st r i c t  No . 1 i n  Yel l owkni fe  h as proposed  t h at 
r e s p ons i b i l i ty b e  tran sfe rred f rom t h e  Department of E d u c at i o n t o  t h e  l oc a l  s ch oo l  board  f or t h e  
oper at i on o f  t h e  h i gh s c h oo l . The i s s u e  w a s  d i s cu s s ed a t  t h e  R ank i n  I n l et s es s i on and I agre ed t o  
ana l ys e  t h e  req u e s t  and m a k e  recommendat i ons to t h e  Execu t i v e  Co unc i 1 .  Mr . Spe a k er , I h av e  don e s o  
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a n d  i f  the hon o u r ab l e  Member i n s i s t s  I c an report  the res u l t s  of th ose  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  the 
E xecut i ve Cou n c i l .  However , s i n ce the  m at ter was co n s i dered by the Exec u t i ve C o u n c i l I h ave h ad an 
opport u n i ty t o  meet w i t h  the ch a i rper s o n s  of  both sc h oo l  boards  to exp l o re  t he i s s ue further and  I 
h ave a l so recent l y  been wor k i n g  w i th my st aff on o ne opt i on to d e a l  w i th  th i s  i s s ue wh i ch h ad not 
been con s i dered p re v i o u s l y  and wh i c h was not presented to the Exec ut i ve C o u n c i l .  Now that 
Ye l l ow k n i fe i s  represented on t he Exec u t i ve Counc i l  I p ropose to reco n s i de r  t he mat t er w i th t he 
E xec ut i ve Coun c i l and  I t h i n k  th at c o u l d  cert a i n l y  be d one w i t h i n  t he next two mon t h s. I t r us t  
t h at w i l l  be s at i s f actory t o  t he honour a b l e  Member . Th ank yo u .  

MR . S P EAK E R : Th a n k  yo u .  You  are t ak i n g the q uest i o n  t hen a s  n ot i ce . Are t h e re any furt her o r a l  
quest i o n s ? Mr . P an i l oo . 

Quest i o n 63 -85 ( 3 ) : F u n d i ng For Spec i a l E d u c at i on ,  Baff i n Regi on  

MR . PAN I LOO : ( Tr a n s l at i o n )  Th ank  yo u , Mr . Speaker . My quest i o n  i s  to t h e  Mi n i s ter of E d u c at i o n .  
L ast year o ne p e r s o n  went out to schoo l from C l yd e  R i ver. He went to s c hoo l to l earn h ow to  teach 
k i d s wh o are deaf an d not ab le  to s peak  an d he  h as comp l eted h i s  c o u r se .  I w as won der i ng i f  the 
Dep artment o f  Edu c at i on w i l l  be ab le to  come up  w i t h  f u n d i n g  t h at c an be u sed for s pec i a l  k i nds  of 
s c h oo l s i n  t he B aff i n Reg i o n for k i d s  th at are not ab l e  to  s peak or wh o are deaf . Wou l d  i t  be 
p o s s i b l e  to  get f u n d i ng  of t h at k i n d  i f  the p arent s  i n  t he B aff i n Reg i on want t h at k i nd of s c h oo l ?  
Th ank  yo u . 

MR . SP EAK ER : Mr . M i n i ster . 

H O N . D E N N I S  PATTE R SO N : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Speaker . I wo u l d  l i ke to t ake th at q ue s t i o n as not i ce and 
rep l y  t h i s  s es s i o n . Thank yo u .  

MR. S P EAKE R : Th ank  yo u .  The M i n i ster i s  t ak i n g  t h e  ques t i on as not i ce . Are t here any fu rther 
o r a l  q ues t i o n s ?  

I tem 5 ,  wr i t ten  quest i o ns . I tem 6 ,  ret u r n s . Are t here any ret u r n s  for t oday ? M r . S i b beston .  

I TE M  6 :  R ETURNS 

Ret u r n  To Ques t i o n  42 - 85 ( 3 ) : Prov i s i o n Of M i n i ma l  N av i gat i o n a l  Ai d s  

H O N .  N I CK S I B B ESTO N : Mr . Speaker , th i s  i s  i n  res pon se t o  a quest i on asked by Mr. Mac Q u ar r i e  
yesterd ay reg ard i n g a i rport  n av i g at i o n a l  a i d s . The devel o pment and c o n s t r u ct i on of  a i rports  i s  
gener a l l y  a feder a l  res pon s i b i l i ty .  However , o u r  gover nment recogn i zes th at cert a i n aspect s o f  
a i rport o perat i o n s  rel ated t o  p u b l i c  safety c a n  no  l o n ger wa i t  for t h e  federa l  g ove rnment to 
negot i ate a new ar ct i c  a i r  f ac i l i t i es po l i cy. My o ff i c i a l s  h ave now i dent i f i ed a number of s i tes 
requ i r i ng no n -d i rect i on al beaco n s , a i rport  l i g ht i n g and m i n or i mprovements to e x i st i n g st r i ps . I 
w i l l  be seek i n g f u n d s  i n  1986- 87 as a pr i or i ty i n i t i at i v e t o  carry out th i s  wor k . I f  th i s  pr i or i ty 
i n i t i at i ve i s  app r o ved , I expect to be ab l e  t o  pro ceed  w i t h  t h e se i mprovement s next s urrrn er. It i s  
s t i l l  u n de c i ded a n d  u p  t o  t he E xecu t i ve Co u n c i l bu t I w i l l  do my best to hel p imp rove t he  s i tu at i o n 
t h at Mr . MacQu arr i e  r a i sed  yester d ay .  

- - -Ap p l au s e  

MR . S PEAK E R : Th ank  you ,  Mr . M i n i ster . Are t here a n y  further ret u rn s ?  Mr . Nerys oo. 

HON . R I CHARD NER YSOO : Thank yo u ,  Mr . Speaker. No , I am not st and i ng up to spend any more 
go ver nment  money . 

- - -Lau g h ter 

Ret u r n  To Quest i o n 13 -85 ( 3 ) : G NWT Off i ce Of Devo l ut i on 

I am res p o n d i n g t o  wr i tten Ques t i o n 13 -85 ( 3 ) , as ked by Mr . T ' Se l e i e  on October 17 ,  1985 and i t  has  
to  d o  w i th  t he GNWT off i ce of  devo l ut i on .  
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The devolution office was officially set up in August 1985 to car ry out the following functions: 

1) To recommend to the Government Leader a comprehensive position on the shaping of a government to 
government process for negotiating transfers. 
2) To recommend a framework for conducting negotiations. 
3) In collaboration with the Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional Development Sec retariat, to 
consult with native organizations so as to keep them informed on the progress of negotiations and 
to reflect their views and concerns to the Government Leader for decision. 
4) To recommend GNWT co-ordinating structures and procedures to implement devolution plans. 
5) In collaboration with the FMS to assess fiscal implications of all transfer and of expansion of 
authorities within GNWT jurisdiction and recommend resources required and mechanisms for 
transferring resources. 
6) To recommend such policies and organizational changes as necessary to fully exer cise existing 
authorities and those authorities assumed from the federal government. 
7)  To report to the Government Leader on all matters relating to negotiations between the federal 
government on the transfer of resources. 

Cur rently transfers of authority and responsibilities being negotiated and the timetable for 
complete transfer i,nclude the following. Highways and road reconstru ction, April 1986, for fiscal 
year 1985-86, the amount of $5. 7 million; new road constr u ction, April 1988, no estimate. 
Hospitals; Baffin Region, phase two nu rsing stations target, April 1988, for fiscal year 1985-86, 
0 and M, $16. 2 million, capital, $2. 9  million . Forestry; joint progr am administration, April 1986, 
for fiscal year 1985-86, 0 and M, $ 14. 5 million, capital $ 1. 5  million and GNWT control of forestry 
by April 198 7. For resource revenue sharing and resou rce management, at present there are no 
estimate of costs available. 

As negotiations or all other potential transfers of authorities have not yet commenced, no 
estimates of costs or timing are available. 

The GNWT has allocated $325, 000 to the devolution office and has provided additional one-time 
resources to departments to minimize the effects of devolution on the delivery of current 
government programs. As in the case of the transfer of forestry, the federal government has 
accepted the principle that certain one-time costs will be required to implement transfers. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Are there any further returns? Mr. Patterson. 

Retu rn To Question 11-85 (3): Arctic Colle�e Positions In Yellowknife 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSO N :  Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker . This is a return to oral Question 1 1-85 (3), 
asked by Mr. Mc callum on October 21, 1985. 

The honou rable Member for Slave River had asked me whether the Arctic Co 1 1  ege had transferred a 
recreation position to Yellowknife ; When the question was asked, I stated that I had not heard of 
any such movement but would l ook into it. I can now confirm that no existing rec reation position 
has been or will be moved from the Thebacha campus of the Arctic College to Yellowknife . We have 
in co-ope ration with the Department of Local Government developed a recreation leadership training 
program. This program wi 1 1  be offered at the Thebacha campus of the Arctic Co 1 1  ege in Fort Smith 
on a temporary basis for about one year. The program will then likely be transfer red to another 
regional campus of the college. Two instru ctors will be located at the Thebacha campus for this 
program. 

These plans have been widely publicized from the initial development stage of the program. I am 
given to understand that one new recreation program development position is indeed being 
established in Yellowknife. This position is to assist in the development of the recreation 
leadership program and will be established within the Department of Local Government. The 
honou rable Member was therefore correct in surmi zing th at his question might more properly have 
been addressed to the Minister of that department for more detail. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Are there any further returns? Item 7, petitions. Mr. 
Patterson. 

I TEM 7: PET ITIONS 

HON. DEN N IS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, I have a Petition 4-85 ( 3) with I believe 1 43 names directed to 
the Minister of Local Government. Can I read it, Mr . Speaker? 
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MR . SPEAKER : Yes . 

HON . DE N N I S  PATTERSO N :  Whereas t h e  h i l l s i de k nown as Qaq q aj aaq i s  the s i ng l e  most import ant  
feat ure  and l andmar k i n  t he area wh i c h  I nu i t  h ave for cent ur i e s  c a l l ed I qa l u i t ; an d whereas the  
t r ad i t i o n a l  I n u k t i tut  name and e s sent i a l ch aracter of  F r o b i s her  Bay i t se l f  der i v e di r ect ly from 
t h i s  area and no ot h e r ; we hereby pet i t i on t h e  Execut i v e  Counc i l  of t he GNWT t h ro u gh t he M i n i ster 
of L o c a l  Gove rnment and t h e  MLA for  I q a l u i t ,  to i nt ervene  w i t h  the ent i re l y  no n-nat i v e tow n  
adm i n i s t r at i on and e q u a l l y  non - n at i ve repr esentat i v es o f  Daou st Co n st r u ct i on ,  Joman i c  Enterpr i se s , 
to rever se the  od i o us  dec i s i o n made by them agai n st  the  u n an i mous  w i s h es of the n at i v e po pu l at i o n 
o f  I q a l u i t  and  t he i r  repr esentat i ve s  on t own counc i l  o n  Sept ember 1 7 ,  1 985 , to gr ant a deve l o pment  
perm i t for t he construct i o n of 1 2  two storey hou s i ng u n i t s  o n  t h i s  c r i t i c al h er i t ag e  s i t e . Th an k 
you ,  Mr . Speak e r . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . P atter s o n . Genera l l y on p et i t i o n s ,  we shou l d  n ot read d i rect l y  word  
for  word  but g i ve an  ov erv i ew of wh at the p et i t i o n s ay s . However , I d i d  g i ve yo u perm i s s i o n t o  
re ad i t  b u t  i t  s hou l d  be a n  overv i ew .  So , i t  i s  a n  o v e r s i ght  o n  my part o n  l ett i n g yo u do more 
t h an an overv i ew .  

- - - L au g hter  

Mr . P att erson . 

MR . P ATTE RSO N :  Mr . Speaker , I accept  yo u r  ad v i ce .  You  wi l l  be p l eased t o  not e th at I o n l y  re ad 
about h a l f  of the  p et i t i o n .  Th ank yo u .  

- - -L aughter  

MR . SPEAKER : We l l ,  t h at i s  a s p l i t  dec i s i o n t hen . Th an k yo u very k i n d l y .  Are t h ere any fu rther  
pet i t i on s ?  

I tem 8 ,  report s of st and i n g  a n d  s pec i a l comm i ttees . I tem 9 ,  t ab l i n g of docum ent s .  Ms Courn oyea . 

I TEM 9 :  TABL I NG OF DOCUME NTS 

HON . NE L L I E  COU RNOYEA : Mr . Spe aker , I h ave  two do c ument s to t ab l e .  Mr . Speaker , I wi s h  to t ab l e  
Tab l e d Doc ument 1 2 -85 ( 3 ) : Memo randum of Underst and i ng on a Co -op erat i v e  P l ann i ng an d Pu b l i c  
Con s u l t at i o n P rocess  fo r W i l d l i fe Con s ervat i o n Areas , i n  E n g l i s h and I n u kt i t u t .  

M r . Sp eaker , I w i s h  to tab l e  Tab l ed Doc ument 1 3 -85 ( 3 ) : Ag reement i n  Pr i n c i p l e for t h e  Tr ansfer of 
Forest ry to t h e  Government of t h �  Northwest Ter r i tor i es ,  i n  E ng l i sh an d I nu kt i t ut .  Th ank yo u .  

MR . SPEAKER : Thank  you , Mad am M i n i ster . Are there any further  t ab l i ng of documents ?  Tabl i ng of  
document s . 

I tem 1 0 , not i c e s  o f  mot i o n .  

I tem 1 1 , not i ce s  of mot i o n for f i rst  r e ad i ng of b i l l s .  

I t em 1 2 ,  mot i o n s . I t em 1 3 , fi r st r e ad i n g of b i l l s .  Mr . Nerysoo . 

I TEM 1 3 :  F IRST  READ I NG OF B I LLS  

F i rst  Read i ng Of B i l l  6 -85 ( 3 ) : L i quor  Act 

HON . R I CHAR D NER YSOO : Th an k you ,  Mr . Speaker . Mr . Speaker , I mov e ,  seconded  by th e honou rab l e  
Member for I n u v i k ,  t h at B i l l  6 - 85 ( 3 ) , An Act t o  Amend  t h e  L i quor  Act , be read  fo r t h e  f i rst t i me . 

MR . SPEAKER : I h ave  a mot i on o n  t he f l oor . To t h e  mot i on .  Q uest i on be i ng  c a l l e d .  A l l those i n  
f avo u r ?  Oppos ed , i f  any? Th e mot i o n i s  c arr i ed . 

- - -C ar r i ed 
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MR . SPEAKER: Bill 6-85 (3) has had fi rst read i ng. Fi rst read i ng of bills . Item 1 4, second read i ng 
of b i lls . Mr. Nerysoo . 

ITEM 14: SECOND READING OF BILLS 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I would like to s e ek unanimous consent to proceed 
with second reading of B i ll 6-85 (3) .  

MR . SPEAKER: Unan i mous consent i s  be i ng requested for second reading of Bill 6-85 ( 3 ) .  Are there 
any nays? You have unanimous consent, Mr. Nerysoo. Proceed . 

Second Read i ng Of B i ll 6-85 (3): Liquor Act 

HON .  RICHARD N ERYSOO : Thank you, Mr. Speaker . Mr . Speaker, I move, s econded by the honourable 
Member for Inuvik, that B i l l  6 -85( 3), An Act to Amend the Liquor Act, be read for the second time. 
The purpose of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the Liquor Act to prov i de that a li quor 
comm i s sion may be e stabli shed to adm i nister Part II of the act; to prov i de that the Liquor 
Licensing Board report annually on i ts activi ties to the Legislative As s embly; to prov i de that 
there shall be an ap propriat i on for the board; to specify that the board and the commiss i on, where 
established, have employees  and off i cers for the proper conduct of the business  of the board or the 
commission; to clarify the prov i sions re spect i ng .local opt i ons; to reorganize Parts I, II and III 
to clar i fy the re s pons i bilit i e s of Ministers, the board and t he commission, where established; and 
to amend in sub s ection 62 ( 1) of the Vehicle s Act, the reference s  made to the provis i ons of the 
Liquor Act. 

MR. SP EAKER: Thank you, Mr. M i n i ster . To the principle of the bill. Question b e i ng called . All 
those  in  favour? Opposed, i f  any? B i ll 6-85( 3) has had second reading. 

---Carr i ed 

Do I have unanimous consent to add Bill 6-85 (3) to the orders of the day of this dat e? 

SOME HON. MEM BERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. SPEAKER: Item 1 4, second reading of bills . Item 15, con sideration in comm i ttee of the vilole 
of b i lls and other matters: B i ll 3-85( 3), B i ll 7-85( 3), Motion 1-85( 3) and Bill 6-85 (3) with Mr . 
Wah-Shee in the chair. 

ITEM 15 : CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE  OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS A ND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF  THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER BILL 3-85( 3), EDUCATION ACT 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee): The committ ee will now come to order. For the informat i on of the Members 
of the commit tee, we w ill go right through until 6: 0 0  p . m. There w ill not be any coffee breaks . 
However, Members are advi s ed that they can come and go and get the i r  coffe e as they wish. Th i s  is 
the understanding I have of the way that we w ill proceed thi s afternoon. So, r i ght now we are 
deal ing with Bill 3-85( 3), An Act to Amend the Educat i on Act. I wou l d li ke the M i nister of 
Educat i on to introduce this b i ll to the commi tt ee. Thank you. 

M i n i ster ' s Opening Remarks 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON :  Thank you, Mr . Chai rman . Mr . Chairman, in the present Educat i on Act, 
attendance at school between the ages  of six and 15 years, i s  s tated to be compulsory. However, 
there has never b een a way of i mplementing this law . The pre sent b i ll has re sulted from requests I 
have received from commun i tie s to deal with serious attendance  problems due to pare n t s  keeping 
the ir  ch i ldren home from school for no good reason. I would like to ment i on that, since the b i ll 
was draft ed and tabled in the Leg i slative As s embly i n  Rankin Inlet last May, I have sent surveys to 
local education author i t i es in the Northwest Terr i tories to comment on the draft bill. I have 
rece ived about 45 completed returns from local educat i on authoritie s  or ind i vidual member s  of local 
education authoriti e s from all part s of the Northwest Terr i tories and I would just  like to take a 
moment to inform the Hous e  of the re sults of those  surveys. 
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A l l ret u r n s  from l o c a l  e d u c at i o n au t ho r i t i es ag reed t h at a l l c h i l d ren  between t h e  ag e s  of  s i x  an d 
1 5 years  s h o u l d reg u l ar l y  at t e n d  s c h oo l . A h i g h maj or i t y of r et u r n s  a greed  t h at i f  a l l  effort s  on 
the part of th e s c h oo l and comm u n i ty agen c i e s  f a i l ed to i mprove  at t e n d ance , and I wou l d  l i k e to  
s t r e s s  t h at t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  emp h a s i ze t h at a l l effo r t s  be made t o  i mp rove att e n d a n c e  s h o rt of  
p r o s e c u t i o n ,  b u t  i t  was  ag reed th  at p r o s e c u t i o n of th e off  enders  sh o u l d  be u n dert aken  if  t h o s e  
effo rts  f a i l .  A sma l l er maj or i ty a g reed  t h at t h e  d e c i s i on to i n i t i ate  p r o s e c u t i on i f  n ece s s ary 
s h o u l d  be m ade  by the l oc a l  e d u c at i o n au t ho r i ty .  Th e F i t z - Sm i t h nat i v e band cou nc i l f o u n d  t h e  
p r o p o s ed ame ndmen t  n ot acc ept ab l e , v o l u n t eered  t o  c o n d uct a s u r v ey w i t h i n  t h e  b a n d a n d  wo u l d  m ake  
recomme nd at i o n s  to  the  M i n i s t e r  o n  the  b a s i s  of t h e  s ur vey re s u l t s .  Th e F o r t  Mc P her s on l oc a l  
e d u c at i on a u t h o r i ty ,  t h e  b a n d  c o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  s e t t l emen t  c o u nc i l f av o u r e d  t h e  ame ndment b ut s t ated 
t h at at t e n d a n c e  p rob l ems s h o u l d  be ref erred to a l oc a l  co u nc i l of e l d e r s  rather t h an p ro ceed i n g 
w i t h  p r o s e c u t i on by way of t he j u d i c i a l sys t em . 

Mr . C h a i rma n ,  I wou l d  l i ke to b r i ef l y  d e s c r i be t he  p r o ced u re  wh i c h wo u l d  o c c u r  when a s t u d ent was  
fo u n d  t o  h ave  an  att e n d ance  p ro b l em . On ce  a s c h oo l p r i n c i p a l  not i c e s  th at a c h i l d  i s  abs en t  
w i t h o u t  e x c u se f o r  a ;.ier i od o f  f o u r  d ay s  or  more i n  a mo n t h , a s c h o o l  c o u n s e l l or wo u l d  b e  req u i red 
to l o ok  i n t o  t h e  p r o b l em and  t h e  c a u s e  of th at n o n - at t e nda n ce . I wou l d  l i k e to emph as i z e  at t h i s  
t i me ,  Mr . C h a i rman , t h at i n  no  w ay d oes t h i s  ame n dment c h ange  t h e  e x i st i n g p rov i s i o n s  of t he  
E d u c at i o n Act  wh i ch d o  ex c u s e  ch i l d r e n  f rom at te n d i n g s c h oo l wh ere  t h ey are  p art i c i p at i ng i n  what  
i s  d e s cr i b e d  i n  the  p r e s ent  act as t r ad i t i o n a l  n at i ve act i v i t i e s  o n  the  l and  or other  l e ar n i ng  
exper i en c e s  aw ay from the  commu n i ty .  Nor , o f  co u r se , wo u l d  a ch i l d  be fou n d  to  be not att en d i n g  
w i t h i n  t h e  m e an i ng  o f  t h i s  ame ndment , i f  u n ab l e  to  a t  t end b y  r e a s on of h i s o r  h e r  s i c k n e s s  o r  s ome 
o t h e r  u n avo i d ab l e cau se  or  i f  the c h i l d  i s  r e ce i v i n g  adequ ate  i n s t r u c t i o n  e l s ewhere  or  i f  the ch i l d  
i s  at t e n d i n g an ap proved  pr i v at e  s c h oo l . Howev e r , i f  a c h i l d  i s  f o u n d  t o  be  a b se n t  t h i s  
l e g i s l at i o n w i l l  c a u s e  an i n q u i ry t o  be made  by a s choo l c ou n s e l l o r wh o wo u l d  be emp l oyed by th e 
l oc a l  ed u c at i on a u t hor i ty i n  o r d er to determ i ne  h o w  t h at c h i l d m i g h t  be made t o  mo re reg u l ar l y 
at t e n d  s c h o o l . Th e  s c h oo l co u n s e l l o r wo u l d  be exp ect ed t o  en l i s t t h e  s erv i c e s  of  oth e r  s oc i a l  
agen c i es i n  t h e  c ommu n i ty s u c h  a s  t h e  l oc a l  n u r s e ,  t h e  l oc a l  s o c i a l  s er v i ce wor ker , i n  o r d er t o  
p o s i t i v e l y  d e a l  wi t h  a n y  prob l em s  th at may b e  preven t i ng t h e  ch i l d  from at t e nd i n g s c h oo l . 

M r . Ch a i rman , I wo u l d  l i k e t o  emph as i z e th at we are c o n cerned t h at t here  are s c h oo l s  i n  t h e  
Northwe s t  Terr i t o r i es where at t e n d an c e  i s  a s i gn i f i c ant p ro b l em .  M an y  ch i l d ren  i n  o ur  commu n i t i es 
d o  not  ev en  e n r o l  i n  s c h oo l . V e ry oft en  t h e i r  p aren t s  v i ew t h e  s c h oo l  a s  a for e i g n  i n s t i t u t i o n  and 
s e l d om v i s i t  the s c h oo l and  oft e n  do n ot k n ow h ow t h ey c an h e l p t he i r  c h i l dr e n  s u c ceed  w i t h  t h e i r  
form a l  e d u c at i o n .  Too often , a s  we l l ,  t e ach er s  who m ay have  come from s ou t h e r n  back g r o u n d s  ar e not 
eq u i p ped d es p i t e  t h e i r  best effo r t s  t o  u n d e r st an d the c u l t u r a l and  so c i a l  b a c k ground  of t h e  
c orrrn u n i ty .  Th i s  b i l l ,  i f  p a s s e d , w i l l  a l l ow i n d i v i d u a l s to b e  6Tlp l oyed by  t he  l oc a l  edu c at i o n 
a ut h o r i ty wh o w i l l  h ave  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  t h e  s k i l l s to be ab l e  t o  i nt egrate  t he c u l t ur a l  m i l i e u 
e x p e r i e n ced  by s t u d en t s ,  pare n t s and t e ach ers  t o  e l i m i n ate  t h e  barr i ers th at are p rev en t i ng 
s t u d e n t s  from s ucceed i ng i n  s c h o o l . 

R o l e  Of Sc h o o l  Coun s e l l o r s  

I wou l d  l i k e t o  j u st t a l k a m i n u te a bo ut t he ro l e  o f  t he s c h o o l  cou n s e l l ors  i n  i mp rov i ng s c h oo l  
at t e n d an c e . I s e e  t h em a s  pro v i d i n g l i a i so n  betwee n  h ome an d s c h oo l , a s  pro v i d i n g  cou n s e l l i n g t o  
p arent s a n d  c h i l d re n  who are exper i e n c i n g  d i ff i c u l ty w i t h  t h e  s c h oo l an d i t s po l i c i e s an d t o  a s s i st 
i n  p u p i l -t e ac h er d i s agreement s .  For  ex amp l e ,  to p romot e  c ommu n i ty i n v o l veme n t  i n  s c h oo l  a ct i v i t i es 
s u c h  as p ar e n t s ' d ays even t s  at s c hoo l for e l d e r s , c u l t u r a l  event s , t o  p romote t eacher  i n v o l v ement  
i n  commu n i ty act i v i t i es s u c h  a s  t e ac h er or i e nt at i o n ,  home v i s i t s ,  part i c i p at i o n i n  f e a st s ,  et c . ,  
an d t o  p r o v i de l i a i so n  between t h e  s c h oo l and o t h er agen c i es i n v o l ved  an d i nt e r e s t e d  i n  e d u c a t i on ,  
s u ch as c ommu n i ty c o u n c i l s ,  s oc i a l s e rv i c e s , h e a l t h  serv i ces , v o l u n t eer  ag en c i e s  an d p r i v at e  
b u s i n e s s e s . I n  appo i n t i n g s c h o o l c o u n s e l l o r s ,  a s  I c a l l t hem , we w i l l  b e  l oo k i n g for peop l e  who 
c an commu n i c at e  i n  E n g l i s h and  abor i g i n a l  l an g u ag e s , s i n ce  the rea l i t,y i s  th at the b i g g e s t  
a t  t e nd ance  p r ob l em s  a r e  exper i e n c e d  i n  p redom i n at e l y  n at i v e commun i ti es . W e  w i l l  l ook f o r  peop l e  
who  h ave b as i c coun s e l l i n g s k i l l s  or w i l l  be ab l e  t o  l e arn  t h em ,  o r g an i z i n g s k i l l s ,  ab i l i t y  t o  
r e l at e w i th a w i de v ar i et y  of ad u l t s  and c h i l dren a n d  t h e  ab i l i ty to b e  aware of a n d  wor k  w i t h 
p r o g r ams an d s e rv i ces  offered  by ot h e r  agen-c i es .  I n  t h e  s c h oo l  c o u n s e l l or s , Mr . Ch a i rman , we w i l l  
b e  l o o k i n g  for  peop l e  who can  s e rve  a s  ro l e  mode l s  f or yo u n g  peop l e  w i t h i n  a c ommu n ity wh i ch m i g ht 
w i s h  to i mp ro ve  atte n d ance . 

M r . C h a i rman , I wou l d  l i k e t o  emp h as i z e t h at t h i s  met h o d  of imp rov i n g at t en d a n ce  by cau s i ng 
en q u i r i es t o  be  m ade as t o  wh at i s  c au s i n g  at t e n d a n ce pro b l ems , t ry i n g  to wor k  t h em o ut i n  a 
po s i t i v e w ay and u l t i mat e l y  i f  t h o s e  met h o d s  do not f a i l , c a u s i ng a parent  to acc ou n t  for 
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t hemsel ves i n  court  - - t hese met ho d s  are not g o i ng t o  be imp osed on al l communi t i es i n  the NWT . 
The b i  1 1  p roposes t h at t he reg i me to i mprove attend ance wou l d  on l y  app l y  on t he app ro v a l  of t he 
M i ni ster of E d u c at i on after a pet i t i on f rom t h e  l oc a l  edu c at i on au tho r i ty . It was my fee l i ng i n  
prep ar i ng t h i s l eg i s l at i on t h at where t here w a s  c l ear l y  no l oc a l  s u p port for a reg i me s u ch a s  t h i s ,  
and we hope t here wo u l d  be l oc a l  s u pport where attend ance i s  a ser i ou s pro b l em ,  b ut w here t here i s  
not t h at l o c a l  s u pport for one rea s on or anot her , the  c ommuni ty  need not and wo u l d  not pet i t i on t he 
M i ni ster for  t he i mp l ement at i on of th i s  scheme . So i t  i s  a communi ty o pt i on p ro g r am ,  bec au se I 
fel t t h at i t  s i mp l y  wo u l d  not wo r k  i f  i t  d i d  not h ave  s u pport of  communi ty l eaders . 

I m i g h t  ment i on at t h i s  po i nt ,  Mr . C h a i rm an ,  t h at t here h a s  been some exp res s i on of concern by t he 
Dene N at i on t h at t h i s  l eg i s l at i on i s  not app ro p r i ate in Dene communi t i es and t h at cert a i n  Dene 
communi t i es  m i ght  need more t i me to cons i der whet her or not t h i s l eg i s l at i on i s  ap p ropr i ate . Th i s  
b i l l ,  Mr . Ch a i rman , i f  pas sed , wo u l d  a l l ow for t h at t i me to be g i ven where c ommun i t i es are hes i t ant 
or rel u c t ant bec au s e  i t  does not a utom at i c a l l y  app l y  t o  eac h commun i t y . It m u s t  be pet i t i oned for  
and i t  mu s t  be approved by  the  M i n i ster of  E d u c at i on .  So  i n  a c ase where a c h i ef and band counc i l 
fee l s t rong l y  t h at t hese means of i mp ro v i ng and u l t i mate l y  enfor c i ng attendance are not 
appro p r i ate , then i t  i s  very l i ke l y  the communi ty wo u l d  not pet i t i on for t he reg i me to be p u t  i n  
p l ace , and f u rt hermore,  very l i ke l y  t h at t he M i ni ster of E d u c at i on wou l d  not i mp l ement t he s c heme 
even i f  there m i g ht  h appen t o  h ave been a pet i t i on .  

P rosecut i on O f  P arent s 

The ot her t h i ng I wou l d  l i ke to s ay i n  i nt ro d u c i ng t he b i l l ,  Mr . Ch a i rman , i s  t h at mu c h  h as b een 
made of t he po s s i b i l i t y  of prosecut i on of parent s who obstruct  t he wor k of a s c ho o l  co unsel l or or  
ref u se to co-oper ate i n  gett i ng t he i r  ch i l d ren t o  s c h oo l . I wou l d  l i ke t o  s t res s t h at in  my  v i ew ,  
t h i s o pt i on o f  p r o secut i on wou l d  onl y  be very rare l y  u sed . Prose c ut i on wou l d  be i n i t i ated onl y 
after a l l effort s to s o l ve the p ro b l em otherw i se h ad been ex h au s ted and on l y  after two th i ng s  
oc c u r red. F i r st o f  a l l ,  fo l l ow i ng a report from a s c h o o l  co unsel l or ,  the  l oc a l ed u c at i on autho r i ty 
emp l oyee , a prosec ut i on wo u l d  not be even cons i dered un less  t he l oc a l  edu c at i on au tho r i ty 
recommended t o  t he M i n i ster of E d u c at i on t h at t here s h ou l d  be a prosecut i on i n  a part i c u l ar c a se .  
Second l y ,  i n  ad d i t i on t o  t he recommend at i on of the l oc a l  edu c at i on au t h o r i ty ,  t he M i n i ster of 
E du c at i on wou l d  a l s o  h ave to ap p r o ve a prosecut i on and i n  d o i ng s o ,  be s at i s f i e d t h at t h i s  remedy 
i s  i n  f act neces s ary and war r anted i n  al l t h e  c i r c umst ances of a part i cu l ar s i t u at i on .  So 
p ro secut i on i s  onl y t he l ast s tep and I be 1 i eve i t  i s  neces sary  i n  or der t o  per s u ade t h e  p u b  1 i c 
t h at t he p arent a l  ob l i g at i on t o  p ro v i de an opport un i ty for a c h i l d ' s  ed u c at i on ,  i s  t aken s er i ou s l y  
by t he government . 

Mr . C h a i rman , I wo u l d  see t h at i n  m any c ommuni t i es where at tend ance m i g ht be a very w i desp read 
prob l em ,  one or  two prosec u t i ons if they bec ame nece s s ary ,  wou l d  l i ke l y  be s u ff i c i ent to let the 
gener a l  p u b l i c  know t h at t hey h ave an o b l i g at i on to prov i de ch i l dren w i t h  t hei r r i g ht to an 
ed u c at i on and i t  mu s t  not be t aken l i gh t l y .  

I wo u l d  l i ke to say i n  conc l u s i on ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an ,  th at I t h i nk i t  i s  t i me we l oo ked at t he r i g ht s of  
young peop l e ,  even t h o ugh  t hei r p arent s m i g ht  not fu l l y  apprec i ate t he va l ue of  an ed u c at i on ,  of ten 
under s t and ab l y  i n  s i t u at i ons where p arent s t hemse l ves h ave not h ad the  opport un i ty to go to 
schoo l . E ac h  young person h a s  a r i g ht to an ed u c at i on, whet her the parents agree w i th  t h at r i g ht 
or not . So I t h i nk th i s  l eg i s l at i on i s  de s i gned t o  br i ng h ome to p arent s the i r res pons i b i l i t i es ,  
i n  a const r u ct i ve and c o - o perat i ve way ,  t h ro ugh the ad v i ce of t he schoo l co unsel l or s . I h ave 
avo i ded ca l l i ng t hem t r u ant off i cers  bec au se I see t hem as h av i ng a mu c h  more hel pf u l  funct i on t h an 
s i mp l y  bei ng  po l i cemen. The parents w i l l  be he l ped to apprec i ate why they s h o u l d  be send i ng t hei r 
c h i l dren t o  s c h oo l  and , i f  neces s ary , i nformed t h roug h a prosecut i on t h at t he g o vernment i s  ser i ou s  
about  t h i s  p arent a l  o b l i g at i on .  

Aga i n , Mr . C h a i rman , I wo u � d  l i ke t o  s ay t h at i n  many ways t h i s  l eg i s l at i on i s  not new .  It s i mp l y  
f i ni s hes o ff wh at a p rev i ou s  Leg i s l at i ve Assem b l y i ntended s h o u l d  be comp u l sory edu c at i on i n  t he 
NWT. It s i mp l y  p ro v i des t he means for i mp l ement i ng t he s t ated i ntent i on i n  t he E d u c at i on Act , 
wh i c h up unt i l  now ha s  not h ad adequ ate means of imp  1 ement at i on or enforcement . So w i th  t ho se  
comment s ,  Mr.  C h a i rm an , I wou l d  l i ke t o  present t he b i l l  to your  comm i ttee .  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - Shee ) : Th ank you . Mr . MacQuarr i e ,  h ave you any comments on beh a l f  of yo u r  
comm i t tee? 
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Comments From The Standi ng Comm i ttee On Leg i slat i o n  

MR . Mac QUARRIE : Thank you , Mr . Chai rman . Th i s  bi ll was f i rst tabled on the last day of  the 
ses s i on i n  Rank i n Inlet , but it  had had a n umber of changes made to it  bef ore it  was bro ught to the 
stand i n g  comm i ttee o n  leg i slat i o n f or rev i ew a couple of weeks ago . In speak i n g to the comm i ttee , 
the M i n i ster made i t  very clear that he had sol i c i ted comments on the tabled b i ll from local 
edu cat i o n  authori t i es acro s s  the Terr i tori es and that i s  what had i ndu ced s ome of the changes that 
were made to the b i ll . It was also  made very clear to the comm i ttee Members that th i s  b i ll does 
n ot i n i t i ate the con cept of  compuls ory s chool attendan ce as the M i n i ster made clear a moment ag o .  
I th i nk i t  i s  very i mportant to u nderl i ne that . That i n  fact there ha s been a n  obl i gat i on  to 
c ompul s ory attendance i n  terri tori al s chools for s ome ti me now. There was no spec i f i c  prov i s i o n  i n  
that act for enforcement and  that i s  what i s  be i ng do ne here . 

It was also made very clear to the comm i ttee by the M i n i ster that a feature of thi s  amendment i s  
that i t  wi ll n ot be i mplemented i n  any blanket way acro s s  the Northwest Terri tor i es but that the 
prov i s i o n s  of the amendment would apply only i f  local edu cat i on authori t i es sho uld request that i t  
apply i n  the i r  area . That i s ,  there i s  a c ommu n i ty opt i o n  prov i s i o n. Tho se were i mportant 
features i n  the d i sc u s s i o n that o c c urred i n  the standi ng  commi ttee on leg i slat i on and I thi nk i n  
the end i n  Members ' dec i s i o n s  to s upport the b i ll. 

I m u st  say altho ugh the quest i o n  of compuls ory attendan ce i s  n ot at i s s ue i n  thi s b i ll ,  that 
c oncept nevertheles s came up for a lot o f  d i s c u s s i on i n  the standi ng  comm i ttee . Apart from that 
di s c u s s i o n  there was o ne part i c ular current c o n cern expressed w ith th i s  b i ll and that was a clau se 
that gave the power to local edu cat i on author i t i e s  o n  the i r  own to i n i t i ate pro ceed i n gs aga i n st 
someo ne who comm i tted an offence aga i n st  the act . It was recommended f i nally by your  stand i ng  
c omm i ttee that the b i ll be chan ged to  requ i re that the M i n i ster approve the i n i t i at i on of  court 
proceed i n g s  by the LEA .  That , as I w i ll n ote later , as we are g o i ng through  the bi ll ,  has been 
done. 

The stand i n g  c omm i ttee felt as well , Mr. Cha i rman , that it wou 1d  be very i mportant i f  th i s  were 
go i n g to be i mplemented s u cces s fully , for the M i n i ster and h i s department to prepare an effect i ve 
i nformat i o n  package that wo uld expla i n  clearly to the publ i c the i ntent of the b i ll and the man ner 
i n  wh i ch i t  wo uld be i mplemented , i n clud i n g  s ome of tho se very th i ng s  that the M i n i ster took care 
to expla i n when he i ntroduced the b i ll to u s  a short t i me ago. After what I wo uld say was very 
thorough  d i s c u s s i o n  of th i s  b i l l , and duri ng wh i ch ti me it  was obv i o u s  that there were a number of 
d i fferi ng  opi n i o n s , i n  any event , at the c o n clu s i on of o ur d i s c u s s i on s , the majori ty of the 
stand i n g  comm i ttee o n  leg i slat i o n  recommended that th i s  b i ll w ith appropri ate amendments be 
proceeded w i th i n  the comm i ttee of the whole . As I sai d ,  the government has made a s i gn i f i cant 
amendment that the c omm i ttee advo cated , and I w i l l  po i nt that o ut later. 

In add i t i o n ,  I sho uld po i nt o ut ,  that s i n ce the stand i ng  comm i ttee revi ewed the b i ll the M i n i ster 
ha s c o n s i dered that what prev i o u sly had been referred to as attendance coun sellors sho u ld now be 
referred to as school c o u n sellors. That i s s ue  was n ot d i s c u s sed i n  the stand i ng comm i ttee s i n ce it  
wa s n ot propo sed at that t i me ,  b ut  I call it  to the at  tent i on of  Members here i n  case any Member 
feels that it i s  a s i g n i f i cant change that warrants further d i s c u s s i o n . From the exp l anat i o n  g i ven 
by the M i n i ster today i t  i s  clear that s chool c o u n sellors a s  des i gnated under th i s  leg i slat i on w i ll 
have the job of i mplement i ng the prov i s i o ns  of th i s  amendment . It was als o  clear that the s c hool 
c o u n sellor would have other jobs i n  the area of enco urag i n g attendance at s chool and i n  commu n i ty/ 
s chool li a i s o n  matters . So that some Members may choo se  to di s c u s s  that matter when we beg i n  the 
clau se by clau se rev i ew of the b i ll . 

The M i n i ster poi nted o ut that i n  calli n g  the people who w i ll be named under th i s  amendment " s chool 
c o u n sellors " ,  that he w i ll make the d i sti n ct i o n  between the profes s i o nal co u n sellors i n  s chool now 
who have the f u n ct i on of g u i d i n g  i nd i v i d ual students , adv i s i n g  them careerwi se and per s o nal 
c o u n sell i ng , who wo uld be called I bel i eve " g u i dance co u n sellors " i n  the school s ystem , i n  
d i st i n ct i on t o  the se off i cers who wi ll be called " s chool c o u n sellors ". A s  I say s i n ce the 
comm i ttee d i d  not revi ew that part i c ular matter , I just call  i t  to the attent i on of the Members and 
do n ot take a po s i t i on on that as the cha i rman of the stand i n g  comm i ttee . 

The R i ght To Educat i o n  

I thi n k  i n  the end that the majori ty o f  Members on  the comm i ttee i n  s upport i n g  thi s b i ll were 
pers uaded that i ndeed yo u n g  people do have r i ghts  of  the i r  own , that o ne of tho se  m o st important 
r i ghts i s  the r i ght to an edu cat i on  and that no o ne ought to be able to take that r i ght away from 
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them. It is clear that in history wherever laws of compulsory attendance at school have appeared 
it is because of the concern of a society that perhaps throu gh misunderstanding , perhaps through 
neglect , or unfortunate l y  even sometimes as a result of exploitation , young people have been denied 
that opportunity for education. I think the majority of Members on the committee felt that in the 
end it is a serious obligation upon parents to attempt to ensure that their children receive a good 
education . That was why a majority of Members of the committee decided i n  the end to support this 
legislation. Thank you , Mr. Chairman. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you , Mr . MacQuarrie. General comments . Mr. Gargan . 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I just want to carry it a bit further. Mr . MacQuarrie did 
say that the Members on the standing committee on legislation did generally agree with this bill. 
I also did say that just because this bill is being put forward it does not necessarily mean that 
we are a l l  supporting this bill. The other thing I wanted to mention is that where a counsellor 
has the right to enter a private home , there is an invasion of privacy there . There is al so the 
issue that the person who is going to be enforcing this particular act is not going to be very 
popular in the community if he was to do that. The act is to deal with section 96 of the Educat i on 
Act with regard to compulsory education and my position is that I oppose compulsory education. 

I have read a lot of the statements that were introduced to the task force of the special committee 
on education. It had a lot to do with the regional councils , the local education authorities , the 
municipa l ities , the band councils and most of the issues that were dealt with on the special 
committee on education. There was no mention of compulsory educati on but rather the facelift to 
the current education delivery system. It addresses a lot to deal with regional control on 
divisional boards of education. It addresses a lot on the orientation of professional people that 
come up here to be able to address or to know what the social structure is up here , but very little 
or no mention about compulsory education. I just want to say, Mr. Chairman , that when the first 
European came here, we accepted them to our land , we accepted their language, we accepted their 
system of education , we accepted their laws and we accepted their way of government , but I wi 11 be 
damned if we are to start making a law of an education system that is probably at odds with our 
varied existence in the North as aboriginal people. 

Traditional Native Mode Of Living And Learning 

Mr. Chairman , I just wanted to go into a bit about native communities and their concept of living 
as opposed to the European way . Everything which stimulates learning and development in a child or 
in a community might be termed curriculum . In that sense we speak of the total life curriculum of 
the young child. As much as 90  per cent of all learning in childhood · is not engendered 
intentional ly by professional educators or parents. Learning is a natural dynamic of the life 
process of developing human beings. Fish swim, birds fly and the human organism learns. 

The whole generation of native children today are learning from the elders , from their parents , 
from their older brothers and sisters , from their aunts , from their uncles and from their 
neighbours and from the general atmosphere of life in a community , but what are they learning? If a 
child lives with abuse , anger , fear , frustration , dishonesty , insensitivity and hurt , the child 
will grow up to be an abusive , angry, fearful,  frustrated , dishonest, insensitive and hurt human 
being. On the other hand , if a child is raised in an atmosphere of love , is instil l ed from infancy 
with a sense of awe and wonderment for the Creator , is treated fairly and truthfully, is encouraged 
and supported in the risk-taking so necessary to human development; if that child sees her elders 
being strong of body and pure of heart, then she too will reflect in her adult years those same 
life-enhancing qualities and she wil l pass them on to her children . 

At this writing a whole generation of native children are learning every day from cable 
television. They are learning from its potent, materialistic hype, from its indiscriminate 
violence , from its mindless consumerism and from its amoral and anti-spiritual ethos. Native 
people sti l l  accompany their elders to the land for hunting, trapping and fishing activities. It 
is in this setting , close to the earth and to the traditional harvesting activities that the 
closest thing to native traditional education still continues today. Here entire days pass without 
a word being spoken. Here , to fail to learn may be to die . Young eyes watch intently as their 
elders perform age-old tasks. Educators call this method of instruction " modelling" and here young 
hearts grow stronger and young minds acquire great discipline through the rigours of daily 
survival. While many native communities have lost the use of their traditional language , many have 
not and even those communities that use English as their main language are st i 11 very much 
influenced by the ways of thinking and the ways of communicating with one another that grow from 
t he soil of native language and culture. 



- 1 58 -

Mr . Ch a i rman , wh at I am gett i ng at h e re  i s  t h at t he  sys t em of ed u c at i o n th at i s  now go i n g to be 
c omp u l s o ry as  f ar as the act goe s -- a l t h o u gh the c ommu n i t i es are g i ven  t he opt i o n  to acc ept it o r  
not , i t  i s  st i 1 1  i n  l aw an d i t  st i 1 1  cou l d  b e  enforced  - - t h at ed u c at i o n sys t em r i g ht now i s  t o  an 
i nd u s t r i a l i zed wor l d .  Th ere  i s  no  pe r so n a l ach i ev eme nt to t h at sys t em .  You bec ome a me ch an i c  a n d  
you wi  1 1  b e  a mech an i c  t he  rest  of yo u r  l i fe .  Yo u become a carpe n t e r  a n d  yo u become a carpenter  
t he  r e st of yo ur  l i fe ,  a t r uck  d r i ver t he  s ame way and  so t h ere  i s  no  pe r so n al ach i e v ement i n  t h at 
type of career  l e ar n i n g .  On the ot h e r  h an d ,  i n  the t r ad i t i o n a l  way of l i fe of n at i v e peop l e ,  i f  
you  t e ach t h em how to s u rv i ve n ot o n l y  t h rough  t h i s  p r e s e n t  c u r r i c u l um sys t em b ut t h r o u gh t h e  
t r ad i t i o n a l  sys t em , yo u g i v e  t h e  ch i l d  t h e  opport u n i ty to ch o o s e  wh et her  h e  wan t s  to b e  i n  t h at 
type of an i n s t i t ut i on or n o t . 

Mr . Ch a i rman , I wou l d  l i ke to f i r s t  of a l l s ay too t h at I c o u l d  o n l y  refer to a sma l l i n c i dent  t h at 
o c c u rred  j u s t ye s terd ay wh e n  I b e l i ev e  t h e  M i n i s t e r  was i n  D e ta h  to ad d re s s  a part i c u l ar pr ob l em of 
a c h i l d from t h at a r e a  who was b e i ng put  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  sys t em  u p  h ere  and was refe r r ed to a group  
t h at were  con s i dered  mayb e prob l em l e arner s . A l t h o u g h  t h e  p a r e n t  req u e sted  the pr i n c i p a l  not  to do 
t h a t ,  t he  p r i n c i p al went ah e ad and  d i d  i t .  Now , I was go i ng to t h at meet i ng and I j u st d i d n o t  
h av e  a ch ance  to , or  I fo rgot  a l l ab out  i t  ye s t e r d ay ,  Mr . Ch a i rman , u nfortun ate l y , b u t  I k n ew  wh at 
t h e  re s u l t s of some of t h at meet i ng was and t h e se are t h e  k i nd  of t h i ngs  t h at n at i ve pe op l e  are  
f ace d  wi th . Wh e n  a ch i l d  e nters  a sc h o o l  h e  s u bm i t s  to an au t h o r i ty t h at i s  fo re i g n . He  i s  al s o  
d e p r i v ed bec au se of  t he  s o c i al p r o b l ems t h at n ow e x i s t  i n  t he c ommu n i t i e s .  

A d e p r i v ed ch i l d  e n t er i ng a s choo l system t h at i s  t ot a l l y  fore i g n to t h em ,  i s  great l y  
d i s ad v an t aged . Th e c u r r i c u l um i t s e l f  i s  t o t a l l y  fo re i g n to t h em .  Th e mater i a l i n  t he  curr i c u l um 
s omet i mes  p ut s  an abor i g i n a l c h i l d  d own . Most  of t h e  c r ed i t i n  t he  b u i l d i ng of t h i s  n at i on h a s  
b e e n  g i v e n  t o  t h e  fo re i g n e r s . A l so  a teacher  from down so u t h  h as h i s  own c l a s s  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  of 
l i v i n g .  So when  t h e s e  t e achers  go i n to t h e  c ommu n i t i e s w i t h  t h e i r  s o c i al c l as s e s ,  n at i ve peop l e 
f r om t he se  commu n i t i e s are ex pected  to meet  tho s e  s t a n d a rd s .  And wh e n  n at i v e peop l e  do not meet 
t ho se s t a n d a rd s ,  t h ey are  co n s i d e r ed a f a i l ure even before  t h ey are g i ven an opport u n i ty to prove  
t h em se l v e s . Th i s  h a s  gon e on t i me and t i me ag a i n .  

T h e  oth er  prob l em I s ee , Mr . Ch a i rman , i s  wh e n  got  e l e cted  as an MLA , I mov e d  back  to Fort 
P r o v i dence  from Ye l l owkn i fe .  I l i v ed here  for four ye ar s . The  four  ye ars I l i v ed h ere  I d i d n o t  
k n o w  my n e x t  d o o r  ne i g h b o u r . For  t hat  mat t er my k i d s  d i d not  k n ow  t h at many peo p l e  ex cept  t he  
s t u d e n t s  t h ey went  to  s c h oo l  w i t h .  B u t  t h at who l e  c o n c ept c h a n ges wh en you go  i n to a commun i ty .  
E v e rybody k n ows e ac h  o t h e r , a l l ch i l d ren  know  each ot h e r , v ery l i t t l e  d i a l o g u e  g oe s  o n  between t h e  
t e ac h e rs o f  t h e  c omm u n i ty w i th t h e  c ommu n i ty .  I h ave a yo u ng d au g h t er who j u st s t art ed s c h oo l  l a s t  
y e a r . A l t h o u g h  I l i v ed i n  Fort Prov i de n c e  for two ye ar s ,  t h at was t he  f i r s t  t i me I act u a l l y  s aw a 
t e ac h e r  e nter  my hou s e ,  to e n r o l  my ch i l d  i n to t h e i r sys tem of ed u c at i on .  

Te ach i ng Of T r ad i t i o n a l  W ays  I n  The  S c hoo l 

T he  other  prob l em I see  r i ght  n ow i n  a l ot of t h e  c ommu n i t i es i s  t h at as far as abo r i g i n a l  
act i v i t i e s i n  t h e  s c h o o l , s u c h  a s  h u n t i n g ,  trapp i n g ,  l a ng u ag e  dev e l opment , trad i t i o n a l  l ang u ag e  
d e v e l opment  are c o n c e r n e d ,  t ho s e  a r e  l oc a l r e so urce  peop l e .  Th ey p retty we l l  r u n  t h e i r  own sys t em ,  
t h e i r own l e a rn i n g act i v i t i e s t o  t h e  ch i l d re n  a s  t h ey see  f i t .  Very l i tt l e  i nv o l v ement  o r  s u p po r t  
i s  g i ven b y  t h e  n o n - n at i ve peop l e .  Now t h e  type o f  l e arn i ng t h at g o e s  o n  i n  t he  s c h o o l  s h apes t h e  
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  commu n i ty ,  o f  t h e  co u n t ry .  I f  we were  t o  ac cept  the i r  sys t em of ed u c at i on ,  
c e rt a i n l y t h ey mu st h ave t h e  ab i l i ty to t e ach t h e i r  system of ed u c at i on to the  peop l e  who are 
a c t u a l l y  try i n g  to l e arn  t h e i r  t r ad i t i o n a l  way of l i fe .  

W h at I am s ay i ng  i s  th at the  teach i n g ab i l i ty of a teacher  i n  a s choo l s hou l d  s u pport  a teach e r  
t h at i s  te ach i ng t h e  t r ad i t i o n a l ways o f  t h e  s c h o o l  sys tem .  I b e l i eve t h at t h i s  i s  where a l ot of  
t h e  s hortfa l l o c c u r s . Th i s  i s  wh ere  po s s i b l y  t h e  t e ach i ng tech n i q u e s  a re  of  va l ue  t o  t he  
c ommun i t i es and  to  t he  peop l e  who are try i ng to t e ach t h e i r  c h i l d ren t he  t r ad i t i o n al w ay of  l i fe .  
O n  t h e  ot h e r  h an d  to o ,  i n  order  to g o  from K t o  1 2  t h er e  are fo u r  ba s i c  s u b j e c t s  o f  ed u c at i on t h at 
are  requ i r ed for you to re ach t h at g o a l . Th e four  are re ad i ng ,  s p e l l i ng ,  so c i a l s t u d i es a n d  
l an g u age . N ow  a s  l o ng  a s  t h o s e  are l e ar ned  i n  t he  sc hoo l system , t h e r e  are ot h er av e n u e s  of 
t e a c h i ng t h at s h o u l d  be c o n s i dered . 

I k n ow too  t h at t h e  M i n i s ter  h as a l so rece i v ed l e t ter s  to d efer t h i s  part i c u l ar b i l l .  
U n fo r t u n at e l y  th at i s  not t he  c as e . g u e s s  t he  M i n i s t e r  a l s o  req u e s ted th at th i s b i l l  sho u l d  be 
d e f e r r ed at t h i s  t i me but t h at wo u l d  not be  t h e  c a se . So Mr . C h a i rman , I wo u l d  j u st l i ke to s ay 
t h  at I d o  not  s u p port  t h i s b i l l .  I d o  not  s u p port sect  i a n s  68  o r  9 6 i n  t he  Ed u c at i o n Act and t h at 
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if possibly some of the Members could support me and this particular amendment to the act for 
school counsellors to i mplement the compulsory education was defeated th at I would further make a 
mot i on to delete section 9 6  that deals with compulsory educat i on . Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkloo) : Thank you, Mr . Gargan . Mr. Min ister, do you want to respond to that? 

HON. OENN IS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I would li ke to fi rst of all expla i n  to the 
honourable Member that as far as the entering of a pr ivate dwelling is concerned, I recognize that 
was a problem drawn to my attent i on by Members when a draft of the bi ll was considered in Rankin 
Inlet. I would l ike to make it very clear to the honourable Member that there are now no 
provisions for forceable entry of a pr i vate dwe l l i ng house, with or without a peace off i cer. 
Paragraph 98 .5(1) (b) gi ves the school counsellor the ab ility to enter a private res idence only if 
the occupant gi ves permiss i on .  So it is not go i ng to have the same powers of entry that are given 
to truant off i cers under the Indian Act, for example, or in other legislation . 

I believe generally, Mr . Chairman, that I can agree wi th much of what the Member has sa id . A great 
deal more can be done to improve the educati on system, to make it more relevant. We need to do a 
much better job of recogn i z ing indigenous people in h i story that is taught to northern ch ildren. 
We certa inly need to have more nat i ve language instruction in the schools, and we need to have many 
more nat i ve teachers to make our schools more relevant. I fully understand the diff iculties that 
ar i se when teachers have to be continually imported from the South and often it takes them some 
cons i derable ti me to understand the commun i ty .  

What I would l i ke to say, Mr . Cha i rman, is  as we seek to train native northerners to become 
teachers, we have to recognize the terr i ble fact that many native ch ildren simply are not 
succeeding in the school system. Some factors have to do w ith the school seemi ng not to be as 
fr i endly or famil i ar as it might be, but also the simple fact is that many students are not 
attending school because no one makes them go to school. In many of our communi ties, attendance is 
60 or 7 0  per cent. So no one should wonder why a student only has grade si x or seven after 
attending nine or 1 0 years of school. If they s imply have not attended 100 per cent of the t ime, 
it is not surpr i s ing if they get beh i nd over a per iod of years. 

Legi slation I ntended To Improve School/Community Relations 

I also say Mr. Chairman, that I am not happy to be introducing this legislat i on, although I think 
in the most part it is intended pos i t i vely to i mprove school/commun ity relations and br idge some of 
the gaps that the Member has referred to. But, it i s  unfortunate that i t  is necessary that we be 
so concerned about attendance. I would love to have our schools be places that students would want 
to go because of the challenge and the fun that lies within. And I think, happ i ly i n  many of our 
schools, this is the situat i on. Many communit i es do not have an attendance problem, and I would 
see th is legislati on as help i ng us to work toward hav i ng that s ituat i on in every school . 

I would like to also say that I am not quite sure 1\lhat the honourable Member is referring to, when 
he says that th i s  legislation can be used or will be used against commun i ty will, because very 
clearly if a commun i ty does not wish th i s  reg ime to be in pl ace, it wi 11 not be asked for and it 
likely wi 1 1  not be granted . So, I do not see it as being forced on an unwi 11 i ng comrnuni ty and I 
fully accept that if a ch ief and band counc i l  have said that this is unacceptable, no school 
counsellor is goi ng to have a chance of be i ng able to do the job effectively and it s imply will not 
be implemented in communities that do not want it. There are Dene commun i t i es, though, and Dene 
ch i efs that do want it . And I would ask the Members to cons ider, if they are cons ider i ng rejecting 
this bi l l, that there are some communities that wi ll be very di sappo inted. Real ly, this bill has 
s imply been prepared on my part in an effort to respond to very strong requests that I have 
received from communities, who are saying, "Our ch ildren are fail i ng in school, partly because they 
are not attending adequately: Will the government help us to do something about this situat ion? 
We are supporting educat i on in our commun i ty and we need the tools to be able to ensure that 
parents co-operate, even i f  they might be unw i lling to do so ."  So, I do i n  many respects 
understand why the Member i s  reluctant to support compulsory education . Ideally parents and 
students sho.uld have the motivation themselves to go to school . I fervently hope we reach the day 
when it will not be necessary to take these measures in any community . Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you, Mr . Minister . Mr. Wray. 



- 160 -

H O N . GORDON  WRAY : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . I wou l d  j us t  l i k e  to re i nfo r c e  t h e  comme n t s o f  my 
c o l l eagu e .  I l i st e n e d  t o  t h e  comme n t s  of Mr . Garg an w i t h  great i nt e r e st . I r e a l i ze t h at he i s  
o n l y  s p e a k i n g for  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n cy an d not  for a l l n at i v e peop l e ,  b e c a u s e  I h a ppen  t o  rep res ent 
q u i t e  a c o n s i d e r ab l e  amo u n t  more n at i ve peop l e  t h an h e  d oe s ,  who  want t h i s  l e g i s l at i on ,  who ask ed 
t h e  gover nmen t to br i n g t h i s  l eg i s l at i o n i n ,  a l ong  w i t h  m any ot h e r  commun i t i es i n  t h e  No rt h who are 
h av i n g  a g r e at deal  of t r o u b l e .  I wou l d  agree w i t h  t he Membe r  if t h e  gover nment was  at tempt i ng to 
e n f o r c e  comp u l sory e d u c at i o n ac ro s s  the board , b ut it i s  n ot . Al l th e g overnment  i s  d o i ng ,  i s  
g i v i n g t h e  commu n i t i e s t h e  t oo l s  t o  b r i n g i n  comp u l s ory e d u c at i on i f  t h ey w ant . A l l t he t h r u st 
t h at h a s  come from t h i s  L eg i s l a t u r e  a n d  f rom t h e  v ar i o u s  o r g an i z at i o n s  aro u n d  t h e  Nort h ,  h a s  b ee n  
t o  g i v e  commu n i t i e s more aut h o r i ty and more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o v er e d u c at i on .  An d t h at i s  wh at t h i s  
b i l l  i s  do i ng .  I t  i s  g i v i n g  a comm u n i ty an al t e r n at i v e .  I t  i s  say i n g , i f  yo u wan t to , yo u can  
b r i n g i n  comp u l sory  e d u c at i o n . Th e gov einme nt i s  not  b r i n g i n g i n  comp u l s ory e d u c at i on .  

B i l l  G i v e s  Aut h or i t y  To C orrm u n i t i e s 

I f i n d  i n  t h e  Membe r ' s  comme nt s ,  s omewh at of a d i c h otomy on one  h an d  w h ere he w a n t s  e s s e nt i a l l y for  
u s  to st o p  i mport i n g s ou t h e r n  t e ac h er s  i n to  t h e  Nort h , wh i c h I h ap p e n  t o  ag ree w i t h . Unfort u n at e l y  
t h e  o n l y  w ay w e  c a n  d o  t h at i s  i f  w e  h av e  o u r  own e d u c at e d  p eo p l e  i n  t h e  North  t o  t ake t h e i r  p l ace 
and  we c a n n ot get  t h em e d u c ated  u n l e s s  t h ey g o  t o  s c h oo l . So , you k n o w ,  yo u c a n n ot h av e  it b o t h  
ways . I h av e  s at i n  t h i s  H o u s e  n ow for  t h ree a n d  a h a l f  yea r s  and  l i s t e n e d  to e l o q u e nt s t at eme n t s  
from , amon g  ot h e r s , t h e  Member  ab o u t  aff i rmat i v e act i o n ,  ab o u t  i nv o l v i n g  n at i v e  peop l e  i n  
g o v e r nmen t , a b o u t  g e t t i n g n at i ve peop l e  j obs . We l l ,  I h ap pen  t o  a g r ee w i th i t ;  b u t  u n fo rt un at e l y  I 
c an not  m a k e  an eng i n e e r  o u t  of some body wh o h as a g r ad e  f i v e  or g r ad e  s i x  edu c at i o n .  No r can  I 
m a k e  l awye r s  o r  a r c h i t ect s or t e c h n o c r at s or b u r e au c r at s o r  f i n an c i a l  a n a l yst s or wh at ever . I f  
p e o p l e want  t h o s e  j o b s  t h e n  t h ey are g o i n g  t o  h av e  t o  g o  t o  s c h oo l  a n d  t h ey ar e g o i ng  t o  h av e  t o  go  
t o  u n i v e 1· s i ty .  A n d  i f  c ommu n i t i es are h av i n g  s e v ere p r o b l ems w i t h  at t e n dance  a n d t h i s  t o o l  i s  
b e i n g p r o v i d e d  t o  t h em t o  h e l p th em , t h e n  I c an n ot u n d e r s t and f or a m i n u t e  why th e Member wo u l d  
o bj ec t . We ar e mere l y  g i v i n g t h e  commu n i t i es t h ose t oo l s  t o  h e l p t h em a c h i eve t h i s  e n d . 

As a comment  from my own b ac k g r o u n d , I c a n  t e l l yo u t h at as f ar as I h ave s een i n  t h e  1 5  ye ars I 
h av e  s p e n t  i n  t h e N o rt h , t h e  ed u c at i o n s y s t em yo u h a v e  up h e r e  i s  o n e  of th e m o st l oo s e l y  def i n ed 
e d u c at i on syst ems anywh ere i n  t he wor l d . Nowh ere e l se i n  t h e  wes t e rn wo r l d t h at I k n o w ,  i s  t h ere  
s u c h  a l ac k  of  re g u  l at i ans  s u r r o u n d i n g  e d u c at i o n .  Where  I c ame from , or  where  I we n t  to s c h oo l  
y o u r  p a r e n t s  went  t o  j a i l i f  t h ey d i d  n ot p ut t he i r  c h i l d  i n  s c h oo l . E d u c at i on w a s  n ot a r i g ht or 
a p r i v i l eg e  t h at a p arent  d e c i d e d  u p o n . E d u c a t i o n was  a r i g h t  of every c h i l d  . . .  

H O N . BR UCE  Mc LAUGHL I N :  Th ey d i d  not t a l k E n g l i s h w h e r e  h e  c ame  from . 

H O N . GORDON  WRA Y : . . .  a nd  no p ar e n t  h ad t h e  r i g h t  to k ee p  h i s c h i l d  o u t  of sc h oo l • So , I h av e  re al  
t ro u b l e u n d e r s t a n d i n g  wh at pro b l ems t h e  Member  h as w i t h  the b i l l  b e c au se the g o v e rnment i s  n ot 
i mp o s i n g comp u l sory e d u c at i o n .  We ar e g i v i n g t h e  commu n i t i es t h e  ri g h t  to do t h at .  Sure l y  th e 
Member  i s  n ot s ayi n g  t h at we s h ou l d  not  g i ve t h e  commu n i t i es t h at k i nd of a u t h o r i ty .  I f  you are 
s ay i n g  t h at ,  th e n  t h at d e f e at s e v eryt h i n g t h i s  e nt i r e g o v e r nment  was  set  u p  to  do . I t  def e a t s  
e v eryt h i n g  t h at t h e  n at i v e o r g an i z at i o ns  h ave been  t e l l i n g u s .  Th at me s s age h a s  been  c o n s t a nt f or 
year s ; g i v e commu n i t i es t h e  au t h o r i ty t o  do wh at t hey wan t  to do , and t h at i s  w h at t h i s  b i l l  i s  
d o i n g . 

The  ot h e r  c omment t h at I wou l d  make  i s  t h at as a p a r e nt w i t h  f i ve c h i l dren  i n  s c h oo l , I w ant my 
c h i l d r e n  to get an ed u c at i o n and one of th e most d i s r u p t i v e th i ng s  th at c an h appen  i s  w h e n  my 
c h i l dren  are  s i t t i n g  i n  c l as s  an d k i d s a re wander i n g  i n  at 1 0 : 00 i n  t h e  mo rn i n g  and 1 1 : 30 in  t h e  
mor n i n g . O n e  day t h e r e  a r e  10  k i d s an d t h e  n e x t  d ay t h e r e  are 30  k i d s  an d t h e  n e x t  d ay th e r e  are 
22 k i d s .  No  te ac h e r  or no c l as s r oom c an run  on t h at b as i s .  E i t h e r  t here  are  20 k i ds t here  
e v ery d ay at 9 : 00 o ' c l o c k  or the  syst em does  not  wo r k . One  of the  b i g g e s t  p ro b l em s  w i t h our  syst em 
i s  t h at i t  i s  t oo l o o s e  a n d  s u re l y  t o  God i f  a commu n i ty w a n t s  to do s omet h i n g about  i t , t h i s  
gov ernment  d o e s  not h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to s ay no . So t h e r efo r e , I wou l d  u r ge a 1 1  Memb ers  to  s u pport  
t h i s  b i l l  b e c a u s e  if  yo u do  not  we  are  t ak i n g a m aj o r  step  back  i n  a l l ar e as of  c ommu n i ty 
au t ho r i ty .  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . 

- - -Ap p l a u s e  

C H A I RMAN ( Mr .  Er k l o o ) :  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Wr ay .  Mr . Mc L a u g h l i n .  
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HON . BR U C E  Mc LAUG HL I N :  Th an k s  very much , Mr . Ch a i rm an . I wo u l d  l i k e to go bac k a b i t on some of 
the  expe r i e nce s  and  c omme n t s  t h at we h ad from peop l e  wh en  we were on t h e  s pec i al c omm i ttee  o n  
ed u c at i o n  a n d  th e h e ar i n g s  we  h e l d . One  th i n g we  l e ar n ed o ut  of th at i s  att e n d a n c e  was  v e ry  poor 
and i n  t h o se c ommun i t i es wh ere  at t e n dance  was very poor v e ry few ch i l dren  made t h e i r  w ay t h rough  
t h e  sys t em to  comp l et e  g r ad e  e i g h t  or n i ne or wh atever  th e gr ade wa s  i n  t h o s e  commun i t i e s .  So , 
at t e n d an ce  i s  w i t ho u t  a d o u bt one  of t h e  major  factors  c o n t r i b ut i ng to t h e  f a i l u re of s t u de n t s  t o  
f i n i s h  s c ho o l  i n  t h e  N o r thwe st  Terr i t o r i e s . We  h ad some peop l e  a t  some of t h e  p u b l i c  h e ar i ng s  wh o 
were so u p set ab out  t h i s  t h at t h ey t h ou gh t  t h at j u st as ch i l dren  h ave t h e  r i ght  to foo d , c l ot h i n g  
and  s h e l t e r  an d i f  paren t s  do not pr ov i d e t ho se  th i ng s  the  ch i l d r e n  can  be t ak e n  aw ay from  pare n t s  
a n d  t h ey c an be  m ade w a r d s  o f  t h e  g o ver nme n t  - - some peop l e  we nt a s  f ar- a s  t o  s ay t h at ed u c  a t  i o n  
was  a r i g h t  and t h at i f  t h e  paren t s  d i d not  s e e  t o  th at prov i s i o n  t h at po s s i b l y  ch i l d r e n  s ho u l d  be 
t a ken  aw ay from t h e  p a re n t s  i n  t h at c ase as we l l .  

As for l e ad i ng abor i g i n al l i f e s tyl e s  I h ave n o  d i ff i c u l ty at a l l w i t h  p arent s  t h at c an p er s u ade t h e  
l oc a l  cou n c i l o r  t h e  l o c a l  ed u c at i o n au t h o r i ty a n d  t he  pr i n c i p a l  a n d  t h e  Mi n i s t e r , th at t h e i r ch i l d  
does  n ot h ave  to b e  i n  s c h o o l  i f  t he  f am i l y  i s  l i v i ng out  o n  t he l a nd i n  an o u t post  c amp or even i n  
t h e i r own c ab i n o u t s i d e of t h e  commu n i ty .  E v e n  i f  t he  ch i l d  does  not t a ke  h i s s c hoo l boo k s  wi t h  
h i m a nd  l e arn forma l  ed u c at i o n ,  t h at d o es n ot b o t h e r  me v e ry m u c h  e i t h e r ,  bec au se a t  l e ast  th at 
c h i l d  i s  l e arn i n g somet h i n g ,  some s k i l l s  t h at are go i ng to enab l e  h i m  to be ab l e  to prov i d e fo r 
h i ms e l f  i n  t he  f u t ure  i n  a t r ad i t i o n a l  way . I h ave no prob l em w i t h  th at . B ut I do n ot t h i nk  t h at 
s l ee p i n g  i n ,  and t h e n  h ang i n g aro u n d  poo l h a l l s  and st o r e s  i n  t h e  comm u n i ty i s  go i n g to h e l p any 
ch i l d  w i th h i s  fu t u r e .  I want to make i t  v e ry c l e ar t h at I h ave n o  d i f f i c u l ty wi t h  p are n t s  t a k i ng 
t h e i r ch i l d ren  out of sc h o o l wh en  they are out on the l an d , fo r o u tpo s t  c amps  and fo r t r ad i t i o n a l  
h u n t i ng  l i fe s ty l e s  a n d  m i s s i ng s choo l bec au se  o f  t h at .  A t  l e ast  t h ose  c h i l dren  are go i ng t o  h ave a 
s k i l l  wh i ch t h ey c a n  u s e  t o  h e l p t h ems e l v e s  and  be pro u d  of i n  t h e  futu r e . 

Mys e l f ,  I d i d n ' t  want to go to scho o l  b u t  my p aren t s  made me go . I h ad to be dragged  o u t  of bed at 
l e a s t  o n ce  a wee k .  E ven  at u n i vers i ty my mot h er u s ed t o  - - my mot h er h ad to work o t h e rw i se  I c o u l d 
n o t  h ave  affo rded  to go to u n i v e r s i ty . S he  was  so worr i ed abo u t  my at t e n d ance  s h e  u se d  to pu l 1 my 
c ar o ut of t he  g ar age i n  t h e  morn i ng and  s t art i t  u p  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of wi nter  w i t h t h e  h i gh i d l e  
r u n n i n g and I h ad to 1 i e i n  bed  know i n g  t h  at i f  I d i d  not get up  and get out  t here  my moto r  wo u l d  
b u r n  o u t . So I d o n ' t  t h i nk anybody wan t s  to go to s c h oo l  when t h ey are ch i l d r en or even you n g  
ad u l t s .  Pare n t s  a r e  t h e  k ey  peop l e  to  get t i n g  th e i r ch i l d ren  t o  go  t o  sc h oo l . 

I wo u l d  l i k e to u s e  Fro b i s h e r  Bay as an ex amp l e  of wh at can  h appen . Wh e n  we h e l d o ur  pu b l i c  
h e ar i n g s  o n  ed u c at i o n i n  Fro b i s h er B ay - - a n d  I w i l l  a l ways remember t h i s  - - t here were abo u t  5 0  t o  
80 p e op l e  ou t a t  t h e  mee t i n g  a n d  t h ey co u l d n ' t  th i n k o f  t h e  n ame of one  s i ng l e  n at i v e s t u d e n t  fr om 
an o r i g i n a l r e s i d e n cy i n  Frob i s her  B ay who f i n i s h ed schoo l . F i n a l l y  o n e  per son s a i d  t h ey t ho u g h t  
t h e r e  was one  n at i v e re s i d e n t  of Frob i s h e r  Bay wh o we n t  t h ro u g h  t h e  sc hoo l sys t em t here  and 
f i n i s h ed .  But  i t  was s omeo ne  who h ad been e l s ewh ere before t h ey f i n i s h ed .  I n  the h i gh s c hoo l  i n  
F rob i s h e r  B ay th e re  are a l l so r t s  of grad u at e s  who are n at i v e peop l e  but  t h ey are from ot h e r  
c ommu n i t i e s .  Th ey a r e  t h e  s t udent s l i v i ng i n  t he  re s i de nce  bec au se t h e re t h ey a r e  m ade t o  get u p  
and  g o  to schoo l . Th ey a r e  made t o  do  th e i r  homewo r k  a n d  t h erefo r e  t hey p as s . 

S o  at t e n d a n c e  i s  ab so l u t e l y  one of t h e  maj o r  th i n g s  i n  det erm i n i n g wh e t h e r  ch i l d re n  f i n i s h sc h o o l  
o r  n o t . I t h i n k  t h ere i s  a g e n e r at i on o f  d ro p - o u t s  a n d  I t h i nk i t  d o e s  p ut i n  a b ad l i ght  o u r  
ed u c at i o n sys t em bec au s e  somet h i ng i s  wrong . O n e  o f  the  th i ng s i s  t h at t h e  pare n t s  i n  a l ot o f  t h e  
comm u n i t i es d i d  n ot f i n i sh s c h oo l t h ems e l v e s . B e c au se t h ey s pent  a l ot o f  t i me w i th t h e i r  p arent s ,  
t h ey are ab l e  t o  l i v e  off the  l a nd and s u r v i v e and t hey h av e  t h o s e  s k i l l s .  O r  t h ey we n t  to a 
re s i de n t i a l s c hoo l and were for ced to go to s c h oo l  and are ab l e  to get by .  We h ave a l ot of 
c h i l d r e n  t h at have not  s p e n t  t i me wi t h  t he i r  paren t s  out on the l a n d  and h av e  not spe n t  enou q h  t i me 
i n  s c h o o l  and t h e r efore t h ey are c au gh t  i n  b e t ween t he two c u l t u r e s . Th ere  i s  a who l e  ge n e r at i o n 
of drop - o u t s  and they  are becom i n g  c l i e n t s  fo r my department  i n  correct  i a n s . I f  yo u l oo k  at al l 
t h e  s t at s  on t h e  n at i ve youth t h at e n d  up i n  c o rrect i o n s  - - I t h i n k  Membe rs s hou l d  be aware t h at i n  
1 983 -84 , 6 3  p e r  ce n t  of t h e  sen t e n c e s  h anded  out  i n  t he  NWT we n t  to yo u t h  between  t h e  ag es  of 1 6  
a n d  25 - - t h e  s t at s  s how t h at t h e  aver age ed u c at i on o f  t h o se  yo u t h ,  a l most  al l m a l e ,  i s  between  
g r a d e s  s i x  an d e i g h t . Th at me an s  t h ey  h av e  d ropped  o ut  of  scho o l  - - and  i t  i s  a b i g p r o b l em .  Mo s t  
o f  t h em a l so j u st h a ng aro u nd t h e  c ommu n i t i e s .  Th at i s  why t h ey g et i n  t r o u b l e .  Bec au se t h ey do  
n ot  h av e  an i nt e r e s t  i n  l i v i n g off  t h e  l an d , t he i r  pare n t s  d i d not  take  t hem out  on t h e  l a n d , and 
t h ey j u s t  s t ayed a ro u nd  t h e  c ommu n i t i e s .  It e i t h er h as to be  one t h i ng or  the other . I t  c a n not b e  
t h i s  i n - between  t h i n g .  I f  t h e  p ar e n t s  are not  go i ng t o  t e ach  th e i r  ch i l d r e n  a t r ad i t i o n a l way of 
l i fe ,  t h e n  t h ey h ave to g e t  t h em to go to s cho o l . So I j u st do n ot see any excu s e .  S l e ep i ng i n  a nd  
h an g i ng aro u n d  town i s  n ot  an ex c u s e  for n ot  at t e n d i ng s c hoo l , as  opp o s ed to  be i ng i n  an ou t p o s t  
c amp . 
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Problems With Complicated Legislation 

In my own Department of Social Services, just following up on what Mr . Wray said, our department 
has probably one of the highest percentages of native people working in it . Unfortunately, most of 
them have what I think is the most difficult job in our department which is being out in the 
communities and dealing day to day with the difficult problems of social assistance and ch i ld abuse 
and different other famil y crises that may come up. Now, with the different l egislation passed by 
the federal government -- and some of it territorial -- with the Charter of Rights defending 
people' s rights, I think there are 42 forms that have to be filled out with the Young Offenders 
Act. We are finding now that these people that we have working for us are unable in many instances 
to do their jobs according to the letter of the law . In my department now we are in a di l eITTTia that 
we cannot hire native people because of the technical skills that are needed to document a lot of 
the social programs that are governed by legislation, some which is complicated. One of the big 
tasks from our department is to upgrade these people and to get them into courses. 

I have fu l l  s upport for legis l ation that allows communities on a voluntary basis to impose 
compulsory attendance in their community. They are not forcing something on other communities. 
think a lot of these communities have the will power to take this difficult issue to task and I am 
very supportive of l egislation which is going to allow them to do so. Thank you, Mr. Chairman . 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Erk loo): Thank you, Mr . Mclaughlin . Mr . Wah-Shee . 

MR . WAH-SH E E : Thank you, Mr . Chairman. I wou l d  just 1 ike to say that I am surprised that the 
administration came forward with legislation in regard to education without means to enforce it . 
am just wondering why they came forward with legislation - - particularly when you are talking about 
compulsory education . 

However, my feeling is that education is one of the most important areas particularly for the 
people of the North because we are talking about taking on a number of responsibilit i es which wi l l 
be transferred from the federal government. As well we are talking about more and more local 
participation . So in the future the people in the North are going to take advantage of 
opportunities in regard to employment train i ng, and obviously there has to be a certain level of 
edu cation so that the students in the future can participate. 

The other comment I would like to make is that the Department of Education is spending mil lions of 
dollars in terms of capital expenditure building wonderful facilities in a number of communities .  
At the same ti me, there is a great dea 1 of money being spent on the operation and maintenance of 
these facilities. Obviously, if we are not going to utilize these facilities that are being built 
in the North then I sort of wonder why we are building a l l  these wonderful facilities. I would 
hate to see these expenditures continue in the future if we do not have the means of having the 
students utilize and take advantage of these facilities . 

AN HON . MEMBER : Hear, hear ! 

MR . WAH- SHEE: At the same time I think that the rights of the students have to be recognized . 
There are cases where parents do not encourage their chi 1 dren to attend schoo 1 for a number of 
reasons and it is unfortunate that this takes place . B ut it appears to me, particu l ar l y  in my 
area, the community leaders are interested in having the children attend school s  because they 
realize the importance of having their chil dren get an education because times are changing. 

I cannot see where students in the future w i  11 continue  to make good in terms of the tradition al 
livelihood, l iving off the land, because we have international problems. As we all know, there is 
an anti-trapping movement which may create more problems in the future . Pri�es of fur fluctuate up 
and down like a yo-yo which is beyond the influence, I suppose, of the trappers, so times are not 
only changing b ut as well lifestyles are changing. 

Enforcement Of Protection Of Rights 

If we are going to ensure a future for the next generation and the chil dren then obviously we have 
to look after their interests and I am a l ittl e  bit s urprised that we have not the means to 
enforce, in terms of protecting the rights of the students . We can talk about cultural inclusion 
and so forth but at the same time in terms of tinkering with the curriculum of the schools, I do 
not think we should lose sight of the fact that if the students that are going through the 
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educatio n system from kindergarten to grade 12 want to go on to technical schools and the 
universities in souther n  Canada, well, those students have to compete with other students to enter 
into those institutions and universities. To ensure that our students have a good chance to 
compete, our standard of educatio n has to be comparab ·l e to other educational institutions across 
Canada. I think, talking about cultural in clusio n,  that we are doing a great disservice, from my 
point of view, to the students in the No rthwest Territories if we do it to such an extent that we 
compromise standards in terms of cur riculum. I think there are ways and means of introducing De ne, 
Metis, Inuit culture into the curriculum but I do n ot see that it should be done at the expense of 
the standard curriculum. 

I, for one, do support compulsory educatio n because it has been  my experience in the last 10, 15 
years that I have n ot seen a great many native students coming out of our education system and 
continuing on through technical schools and universities . I think that we have had a great problem 
with the students n ot attending schools and a high drop-out r ate, then we are looking  at upgrad i ng 
in terms of adult educatio n, we are talking about more training and so  obviously I think that there 
has to be a change. I do n ot think we should have an education  system that is totally lax. I 
think there has to be some commitment, n ot only on the part of the Government of the Northwest 
Ter rito ries but also the parents. I feel that if we do n ot have a means by which enfor cement can 
be made so that the s�udents are compelled to attend these schools then obviously in the end we are 
the ones that have to pay for it. 

It is n ot only the parents. Certainly, the student that lost an oppo rtunity in getting an adequate 
education will end up paying for it later on in life and as taxpayers we are also going to be 
forced to pay n ot only in terms of welfare payments but in terms of trainin g and so fo rth. So, it 
is really a case of where we should make the educatio n system as interesting as possible and 
exciting fo r the students, to make them think fo r themselves. But at the same time I do n ot think 
that we should continue on the course that we have been in the past because obviously the results 
have n ot been all that great and I am sure the Minister will con cur that the results, in terms of 
the number of students going through the educatio n system and completing their courses, are rather 
limited . I do n ot blame the Department of  Education for lack of trying. I think it is just this 
whole movement across North America and Canada, a move to do away with exams in grade nine and 
grade 12 and a move to be a little more slack in terms of entrance of various students from o ne 
grade to the other. Obviously we have come to a point where I think we have to look at other ways 
o f  getting better results, at least for the amount of  money that is being spent in the Department 
of Educatio n, n ot o nly for facilities but also for the number of teachers that we have to hire. 

I am pleased to see that there is a provisio n which allows the divisio nal s chool board and 
communities to determine if school attendance is the problem and then there is a means by which 
they can participate and enforce it. There was a time in the Northwest Territories when educatio n 
was compulsory, where the parents were denied what they call family allowance payments. There were 
cases where you had the RCMP officer go to the household and say, "Why is your little John ny not at 
school today?" and the parents had to be respo nsible, but nowadays, you do n ot have that and so I 
w ould hope that there will be support fo r those recommendatio ns coming on and even if compulsory 
education was across the board, I would n ot have any difficulty supporting it. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you, Mr. Wah -Shee. Mr. Paniloo. 

MR. PANILOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I 
bill. I still have not had a reply from my community. 
a little bit later. I think I would have to be able to  
concerning this bill. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mr. Minister. 

just have a question to ask concerning this 
I am hoping that we can postpone  this until 
speak with the residents o f  my co nstituency 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, it is true we did not get a reply from local 
education autho rities in the Member's co nstituency. We did get indications of suppo rt, however, 
from five Baffin communities. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo ) :  Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Arlooktoo .  

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a brief statement to make on the 
Educatio n Act . All the communities in my constituen cy have heard about this act. One of them did 
n ot support the act and the other o nes supported the act . Two communities are in sup port of  it and 
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t h e ot h e r  one  i s  n ot . I do not know  i f  they wro t e  a l et t e r  t o  t h e  M i n i st e r  of Educ at i o n but  t h ey 
g ave  me t h i s r espo nse. The  on l y  c o n c e r n  I h ave i s  i f  t h ey are  go i n g  to be t aken  to cou rt  I t h i n k 
i t  i s  g o i ng  t o  st art gett i ng peop l e  to do bad t h i ngs , e ven  t ho u g h  they wer e  not g o i ng  t o , be c au se 
when  t h ey st a rt t ak i ng  t h em to c o u rt t h ey st art  gett i n g worse. Even  t h o u g h  I k n ow wh at i s  go i ng  to 
h ap p e n  I t h i n k  I am go i n g to sup port th i s  b i l l  because t h e  commu n i ty th at i s  su pport i ng t h i s  h as 
more peo p l e i n  t h e  commu n i ty ,  a b i gger  popu l at i on .  

E nfor c ement By Loc a l  Educ at i on Aut h or i t i es 

I w as wonder i n g  who wo u l d  enforce  t h i s  comp u l sory at t endance because some of t he l o ca l  edu c at i on 
aut h o r i t i es are not as powerfu l .  Somet i mes t h e  p r i n c i p a l seems to h av e  mor e power t h an l oc a l  
e du c at i on aut h o r i t i es. Th i s  i s  o ne of  my c o n c erns. So I w as wo nde r i n g  who wo u l d  e n force  t h i s  
comp u l sory at t e ndance . Wou l d  i t  b e  the  l oc a l  edu c at i o n au tho r i ty o r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ? Th i s  i s  my 
c o n cern  bec ause I t h i n k  we are go i n g  to h ave  a p ro b l em w i th  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t ryi n g  to be more  
powerfu l th a n  the  l oc a l  edu c at i o n au thor i t i es. Whe n ever  t h ey hear  of  b i l l s or  acts ,  some of th e 
l o c a l  e du c at i on aut ho r i t i es go by t h e  ac ts. Th i s  i s  my c o n c e rn. Maybe i f  we cou l d  p ut i n  
somet h i n g t h at says t h at t h i s  sho u l d  be enforced on l y  by th e l oc a l  edu c at i o n  au thor i t i es ,  i t  wo u l d  
b e  bett er. 

I wou l d  l i k e  to get a c l a r i f i c at i on whet h e r  I u nderst a n d  it  correct l y. For i nst ance , if  I w as 
go i n g t o  t ak e  a student o u t  hun t i n g ,  I wou l d  n ot b e  t ak en t o  court.  I h av e  heard t h i s  b efore  b ut  I 
j ust w ant a c l ar i f i c at i on o n  th i s  one.  Th ank  yo u.  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. E r k l oo ) : Thank  yo u ,  Mr. Ar l ookt oo. Mr.  M i n i st e r , do  you  w ant to  resp o nd to t h at ?  

HON.  DENN I S  PATTERSON : Th ank yo u ,  Mr. C h a i rman.  I wo u l d  l i ke to c on f i rm t o  Mr. Ar l oo k t oo ,  as w e l l  
as Mr. Garg an , t h at i n  no  way do es t h i s  n ew b i l l  ch ange  t he  p rov i s i o ns now i n  t h e  Edu c at i o n Act 
wh i c h  recogn i ze t h at ch i l dren c an l e arn a g reat de a l  of i mport ant sk i l l s and v a l ues,  i n  addi t i on to 
the abor i g i n a l  l an g u ag e ,  outsi de the  sc h oo l , o n  t h e  l an d ,  wi t h. t he i r  p arents ,  wi t h  t h e i r  e l ders. 
T h at k i nd of  e du c at i on i s  recogn i zed  as be i ng v ery i mp o rt ant i n  t h e  North west Te rr i tor i es. No o n e  
i s  exp ected t o  att end sch oo l i f  they a r e  l e arn i ng i n  t h at k i nd o f  a n  env i r o nment.  Th at k i n d  of 
e nv i r o nmen t , I b e l i eve  Mr. Gar gan  v ery e l o q u e nt l y  desc r i be d ,  i s  reco g n i zed as a l ear n i n g  s i t uat i on 
and  i f  a f at h e r  w i shes to t each h i s  c h i l d  how  to h u n t  - - pro v i ded t h at t h e  sc h oo l  i s  n ot i f i ed - 
t h i s  w i l l  be an excuse f o r  n ot at tend i n g  sc ho o l .  Th at h as n ot c h ang ed. 

I n  a nswer t o  Mr. Ar l ookto o ' s ot h e r  comments,  Mr. C h a i r m an , I do n ot t h i nk t he p r i  n c i  p a l  h as a g r e at 
r o l e i n  t h i s  l eg i sl at i o n .  I n  fact t h e  NWT Te ach ers ' Assoc i at i on recommended t o  me th at t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  sho u l d  be t h e  one  t o  dec i de when a p arent sh o u l d  b e  prosecuted. I fe l t  t h at su p p o rt for  
att e ndance  and genera l  support for  edu c at i o n m ust c ome  from t he  commu n i ty. I f  t he  sc h oo l s  ar e 
g o i n g  t o  suc c e e d  t h ey must h ave  commun i ty su pport .  I f  ch i l dren are  g o i n g  to be made to a t t end  
sc h oo l , e n c o u r aged  t o  att e nd schoo l , i t  c an ' t j ust b e  the  p r i n c i p a l t h at w an t s  them t o  att end  
scho o l .  I t  m ust b e  the  e l ect ed r eprese nt at i ves of t he commu n i ty. 

So a l l t h e  p r i n c i p a l  do es i n  t h i s  sch eme , Mr. C h a i rman , i s  dr aw to t he att ent i on of t he l o c a l  
edu c at i o n  a u t ho r i ty wh e n  a ch i l d  appe ars to  h av e  an att e nda nce  p ro b l em ,  wi t h  a n  exp l an at i o n  
o f  p e r h aps ; a n y  re aso ns t h e  p r i n c i p a l  may k now of. O n c e  t h at prob l em h as been drawn to t h e  
att e n t i o n  of  t h e  l oc a l  educ at i o n  au t ho r i ty ,  t h e n  t h e  cou nsel l or h i r ed by t h e  l oc a l  edu c at i o n 
aut h o r i ty a n d  t h e  l oc al edu c at i on aut h o r i ty t h emse l ves  de a l  w i th t h e  mat t er from t hen on.  They m ay 
get assi st an c e  from a n u rse or a p o l i ceman or a soc i a l wor k er but dea l i ng w i t h  the  p ro b l em and 
assessi n g  wh at to do w i t h  the  p r o b l em w i l l  rest w i t h  t h e  l oc a l  peop l e  aft e r  t h at po i nt .  So I t h i n k  
I c an assure  Mr. Ar l oo ktoo  t h at t h e  p r i n c i p a l  w i l l  n ot h av e  a m ajor  ro l e  i n  t h i s  l eg i s l at i o n i n  
t h e s e  procedures. The d i ff i c u l t de c i s i ons and  t h e  i mport ant  dec i s i ons w i l l  rest wi th  t h e  l o c a l  
edu c at i o n aut h o r i ty. Th a n k  yo u. 

C HA I RMAN (Mr. Er k l oo ) : Th an k yo u ,  Mr. M i n i ster.  Mr. But t e rs. 

HON.  TOM BUTTE R S : w i l l  n ot spe a k  for m any  moments ,  Mr. Ch a i rman . On beh a l f of th e l oc a l  
edu c at i on a ut ho r i ty i n  my c o nst i t uency ,  I t h a n k  and commen d  t he M i n i st er for b r i n g i h g  forwar d t h i s 
l eg i s l at i o n .  I n uv i k  was o ne of t h e  f o u r  comm u n i t i es ,  I b e l i ev e  t h ey wer e Baker Lake , For t  Li ar d ,  
I g l o o l i k  and  I n uv i k ,  wh i ch pet i t i o ned  t h e  M i n i st er t o  make  t he current  l eg i sl at i on more wor k ab l e  
bec ause al t h o u g h  compu l sory edu c at i o n i s  a p rov i s i o n  of th e c u rr e nt l eg i sl at i o n ,  i t  i s  r e al l y  not 
e nforceab l e  as i t  is current l y  p h r ased ,  so we t h a n k  t he M i n i st er for l i st en i n g  t o  th ose requ ests 
and br i n g i ng forward t h e  l eg i s l at i o n  t h at is n ow be fore  u s. However , co nst i tuents of m i n e  f ee l  
t h at t h e  l eg i s l at i on i n  t h i s  are a  h as been t o o  wat e r ed down , so I g u ess yo u c a n n ot p l e ase anybody. 
They sug gest t h e  mat er i a l  t ab l ed at R a n k i n  was c l oser t o  t h e i r  i n i t i a l p osi t i on .  
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The honourable Member for Rae-Edzo raised the point about enforcement. In no way can we suggest 
that the current Minister is responsible for the lack of an enforcement provision in the current 
act. This goes back, as I recall, some 1 1  or 1 2  years when there was a requirement in the old 
legislation for compulsory education . In  fact, there was a penalty which required that "a person 
complained against is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
five dollars for each day during which neglect or violation continues " .  So there was a penalty 
provision in the old ordinance but the problem was exactly that Mr . Arlooktoo describ ed to the 
House, it did not correct the situation, it made it worse. So in 1 9 74 when we were looking at this 
particular legislation and seeking to make change,  we wanted to maintain compulsory education 
because we b e l ieved that if we had a good system then the child should be part of that system. It 
is to their benefit. 

Penalty In  Regulation 

We again repeated that there should be compulsory education in the Northwest Territories but when 
it came down to putting in a penalty, we begged off this . We talked about a $ 10 fine and then 
finally we begged off and adopted a weasling approach . We suggested that if the local education 
authorities would wish some type of penalty developed then the Commissioner would consult with them 
and make a regulation under subsection 9 6 (4 ) .  So, it was a very unsatisfactory way to enforce th e 
legislation since penalties should not be carried in regulation, as we all recognize they should b e  
in the legislation itself . 

This proposal of the Minister's corrects something that should have been done 1 2  years ago by 
Members of the Council of which I was a Member and which I regret that we did not do and if we had 
acted in a responsible manner then we would not have had th i s  debate today and maybe some of the 
local education authorities cou ld  b e  putting into place some of the penalties needed to ensure that 
children who are eligible to go to school are in school. I support the l egislation proposed by the 
Minister. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkloo ) :  Thank you, Mr. Butters . It is four o ' clock now . We will have a 15 minute 
coffee bre ak, but b efore we go there are five more speakers, Mr . Ballantyne ,  Mrs . Lawrence, Mr. 
MacQuarrie ,  Mr. Angottitauruq and Mr. Pudluk, excl uding myself. Now we will have 15 minutes coffee 
break . 

---SHORT RECESS 

The next speaker is Mr . Ballantyne . Go back to your chair. 

MR. BALLANT YNE : Thank you, Mr. Chairman . I would like to start off my discussions by saying that 
I support the amendment . I think in Yellowknife, generally , there is support for the amendment but 
there is not really a problem of school attendance generally in Y ellowknife . In Rainbow Valley and 
Detah there is a very serious problem and there the band council, with some reservations and some 
concerns, realize it is important. They supported it . I had persona·1 1 y  some of the same concerns 
th at Sam Gargan has alluded to or spoken about . I was not sure if the 1 ega l sys tern was the 
appropriate mechanism for enforcement . I am still not sure if all the parents really understand 
the ramifications of this particular act. But having said that, I think it was a courageous 
decision by the Minister and by the Executive Council. The Minister has stated very well his 
understanding of the problems involved and the safeguards that have been built in . I think that 
Sam's concerns should be al leviated total ly by the fact that there is a local option of whether or 
not this particular act becomes operative . And for those of us who have said that this government 
should b e  community based, I think that the Minister has handled that concept very well . If there 
are communities that have a problem with it, those communities do not have to ask for it . 

So I think the Dene Nation ' s  concerns and Mr. Gargan' s concerns and other Members' concerns should 
have been alleviated by that particular part of this act . This amendment comes to grips, probably 
for the first time, with a very serious problem , that of absenteeism. From the Minister' s 
statements that went along with the act, it also is symptomatic of deeper problems . I think that, 
as the Minister has said and again Sam brought up these points , that in many ways our school system 
has not b een working for native children. This is the first, I hope, in a s eries of actions that 
we as an Assembly and that the Minister responsible will take to come to grips with the real 
problems . 

I think that the concept of parents getting involved is key to this particular amendment . Without 
parents ' involvement nothing that we legislate, nothing that we do as a government is going to 
work. Parents have to take that responsibility and this particular amendment highlights the 
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i mport a n c e  of th at ve ry th i ng .  I t h i n k some of the  po i nt s  Sam men t i o n ed abo u t  the  neces s i ty fo r 
n at i ve l an g u ages i n  s c h oo l s ,  t h e  n eces s i ty for n at i ve t e ac h e rs '/ i n  s c h oo l s ,  a c u l t u r al sen s i t i v i ty 
t o  k i d s  com i n g  to s c h oo l s ,  a l l ar e th i ng s  t h at we are go i ng to h av e  t o  wo r k  on and improv e . I 
t h i nk t h e  M i n i ster i s  v e ry ,  v e ry aware of t h at .  The s t at ement h as been  made by Mr . Wah -Shee  t h at 
we h ave  s p e n t  m i l l i o n s  o n  t h e s e  very,  very beaut i f u l  sc h oo l s thro u g h o u t  th e Terr i t o r i e s  b ut  t he  
n i ce s t , t h e  f l as h i e s t ,  t h e  mo st  modern  s c h oo l  does  n ot  prov i de an ed u c at i on .  I t  i s  g o i ng to t a ke  
t h e i nv o l v emen t  of everybody i n  the  Terr i t or i e s .  I t  i s  not beaut i fu l  b u i l d i ng s  t h at prov i d e  
ed u c at i o n and  mayb e ,  j u st maybe ,  we h ad our  emp h a s i s  i n  t he wro ng p l ace ,  s t art i n g  1 0 ,  1 5 ye ar s  
ago . Maybe we  s ho u l d  h ave  been  dev e l op i ng n at i v e t e ac h e r s  a n d  pr o g r am s  r at h e r  t han  bu i l d i ng s .  

I th i n k t h  at we ar e a l l st  art  i n g  to recog n i ze t h e  fact th at t here  i s  n o  ea sy an swer  to th i s .  
want  to p u b l i c l y  ac k now l edge  t h at Mr . P at t e r so n ,  as E d u c at i o n M i n i s t e r ,  and h i s  n ew deputy 
m i n i st e r , Mr . Hand l ey ,  c ame  wi t h  me  to a pu b l i c  meet i ng i n  Det ah wh ere t h e  peop l e  of  R a i nbow V a l l ey 
a n d  Det ah , I t h i n k , exp l a i n ed v e ry we l l t h e  fa i l u re of o ur  s c h o o l  system .  I ,  for o n e ,  r e a l l y  
app l au ded  the  M i n i s t e r  fo r t h e  se l ect i o n o f  Mr . Hand l ey .  I t h i n k h e  h a s s hown i n  h i s  s h ort  t i me 
h e r e ,  s e n s i t i v i ty and  i m ag i n at i on a nd  I ,  for o n e ,  am c o nf i dent  t h at u nder the  n ew M i n i s t er ' s  
d i rect i o n ,  th e ab l e  as s i s t a n ce  of Mr . Hand l ey and t h e  re st  of t he  Ed u c at i o n off i c i a l s , we can  
emb ark on a n ew era  i n  ed u c at i o n .  

A S t rong  Gover nmen t  P o s i t i o n 

So , t h o u g h  I u n d e r s t and  f u l l we l l t he  c o n cer n s  ex pre s s ed by Mr . G a r g an a nd by ot h er Memb e r s ,  I 
t h i n k we , as a government , h av e  to t ak e  s trong  po s i t i on s  at t i mes t h at everybody i s  not h appy  wi t h  
a nd t h e  o n l y  way we are go i ng to s o l ve t h i s  prob l em i s  b y  do i ng t h at .  There i s  n e ver anyth i ng t h at 
we c an do  as a gov e r nment  t h at i s  go i n g to p l e as e  everybody so I t h i n k t h e  M i n i s t e r  and the  
Execut i ve Co u n c i l  m ade a v e ry good  f i rst  s t ep a n d  I s u p po rt t h e i r  i n i t i at i ve who l e- h e ar t ed l y .  
Th a n k  yo u . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l oo ) : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . B a l l antyne . Mrs . Lawren c e . 

MRS . LAWR E N C E : Th an k you , Mr . Ch a i rman . I was a b i t  d i s appo i nted  to h e ar Mr . M i n i ster  s ay i ng  we 
were u n ab l e  to e nfo r ce t h e  ame n dme n t . I t h i n k we s h ou l d  be ab l e  to m a ke i t  so t h at we can  e n force  
i t .  We h av e  a l o t of pr o b l ems w i th drop - o u t s  a nd  i f  t h i s  i s  one  way of so l v i ng t he  pro b l em then  I 
t h i nk t h at I w i l l  be s up po rt i ng i t .  To me ,  e d u c at i on i s  very i mport a n t . I c an s ay t h at b e c au se of 
my bad ex per i en c e  as a ch i l d .  When  I was 13 I was  pu l l ed o ut  of sc h o o l and wh e n  I wa s o l d enou g h  
t o  g o  o n  my own I r e a l i zed t h at I c o u l d  not  get a j ob w i th  o n l y  a g r ade e i gh t  l eve l  a n d  I h ad to d o  
somet h i ng abo u t  i t .  Th at t i me I i mmed i ate l y  upg r aded  a n d  we nt  i nto t r a i n i ng but i f  I h ad n o t  done  
t h at I wou l d  h ave prob ab l y  e n d ed u p ,  ag a i n st  my w i l l ,  gett i ng marr i ed .  A l ot of  yo u ng peop l e  are 
g e t t i n g marr i ed j u s t  fo r the sake  of gett i ng marr i ed these d ays bec au s e  t h ey do  not have the 
ed u c at i on and  t h ey c a n n ot get good  j o b s . 

M any t i mes  t h e  you ng peo p l e  c ome i n to my off i ce or c ome to me l oo k i ng for a job a nd my f i rs t  
q u e s t i o n i s ,  " How  o l d are yo u ? "  o r  " W h at g r ad e  d i d yo u h av e ? " Th e i r gr ade l e v e l  i s  between s i x  and 
e i g ht  and  t h ey are i n  t h e i r  e ar l y  2 0s and t h ey h ave a b i g  p rob l em  gett i ng a good job . Th ey c an not  
e v e n  go i n to  a ny  k i n d  of t r a i n i ng w i t h  j u s t a g rade  e i g h t  l ev e l . M a ny  t i mes  too I am  aware t h at i n  
s ome i n s t an ce s  t he  c h i l dren  are kept at h ome to b aby- s i t  wh i l e t he  p are n t s ,  some p aren t s ,  I am not  
s ay i ng  th i s  h ap p e n s  too oft e n , b ut  some pare n t s  a re  out  a t  a p arty or  somet h i n g .  M any par e n t s are 
u n ab l e  to co n tro l  t h e i r  c h i l d ren so t h ey s t ay up  v e ry l ate to watch  TV and t h ey c a n not wake up  t h e  
n ex t  day t o  go  t o  s c h oo l . I am aware o f  a h i g h  number o f  dro p - o u t  ch i l d re n  i n  my are a .  I t  rea l l y  
c o n cer n s  me b e c au se i f  we are t a l k i ng about s e l f- g over nment we are go i ng to be t ak i ng over o ur own 
p r o g r am s ,  an d th e s e  ch i l d r e n  are not ab l e  to do th at bec au s e  they j u s t  do not h av e  t he  ed u c at i o n . 
Hav i ng j u st g r ad e  1 2 ,  gr ad u at i ng at g rade  1 2 ,  i s  n ot e n o u g h . I t  i s  o pe n i ng t h e  doors to many types  
of  t r a i n i ng o n ce  they h ave  f i n i s h ed the i r  grade  1 2  b u t  some  of t hem do  not ev en  h av e  t h at grad e .  
I t  m i g h t  n ot b e  t he  b e s t  way t o  d e al w i t h  t he  s c h oo l  system but  i f  i t  me ans  t h e  ch i l d  w i l l  b e n ef i t 
by enfo r c i n g  i t ,  t hey h av e  my fu l l  s u pport . 

T h e re we re  sev e r a l  co n c e r n s  o n  t h i s act b rought  to my at tent i o n from my are a .  One of them i s  t h at 
t h ey fe l t  t h at t h e re m i g h t  not  be any f u n d i ng to e n force  i t  or h i re a c o u n s e l l o r .  Th ey wo u l d  need  
more  t e a c h e r s  if  some  of th e s e  ch i l d re n  t h at h av e  been out  of sc hoo l fo r a few ye ars  have  to be  
b r o u ght b ack  to  s c hoo l . Th ey wou l d  n e ed s p ec i al t e ac her s  b e c au se some of  t h em are  at  a v e ry l ow 
g r ade  and  i f  t hey are o l der  t h e n  t h ey need th at s pec i a l t e ac h e r . Tho s e  are the  con c er n s  t h at were 
b ro u ght to me b u t , i n  g e n er a l , t h ey s u p po r t ed t he  c omp u l sory educ at i on .  
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M any t i mes ch i l d r e n  are not  re a l l y  aware of wh at i s  good  fo r t h em , e spec i a l l y  wh e n  t hey are very 
you n g . Even o u r  M i n i s t e r ,  you  h e a rd h i m  s ayi ng t h at h i s  mot h er h ad to s t art t he  c ar for  h i m so  h e  
wo u l d  go t o  s c h o o l  . I am s ure  h e  i s  not sorry t h  at h e  we n t  t o  s c h o o l  and a l ot of our  ch i l d re n  are 
t he  s ame way t o o . Th ey d o  not k n ow wh at i s  good for t h em and many t i mes i t  i s  so much e as i er t o  
j u s t  s t ay home an d wat c h  c artoo n s  o n  TV . I t  i s  r ea l l y  s ad to see  some of t h e s e  ch i l d r e n  not go i n g 
to schoo l . L a t er  o n  t h e  f i r s t  th i ng t h ey do i s  t h ey e nd up i n  t h e  c o rrect i o n al c e n t re or t h ey are  
o n  so c i a l as s i s t an c e  and t here  i s  no need  fo r th at tod ay wi t h  t h e  n i c e sc h o o l s  th at are  com i n g up . 
Those are my c omme n t s  a n d  I w i l l  b e  s u p port i ng t h e  amen dme n t . M ah s i  c ho . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l o o ) : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mrs . L awre n ce . Mr . M acQ uarr i e .  

MR . MacQUARR I E :  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman . I w i l l  be s u p po r t i ng t h i s  b i l l  bec au se  I b e l i eve v e ry 
s t r o n g l y  i n  compu l so ry ed u c at i o n fo r ch i l d re n  and I fee l  t h at compu l so ry ed u c at i o n cannot be mad e 
effect i ve i f  t h e re i s  no means  of e nforceme n t . I ,  l i ke Mr . B a l l antyn e ,  d o  n ot n eces s ar i l y fee l  
t h at th i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  met h od of enfo rcement  b ut  i t  i s  t h e  one  th at h as bee n  pr opo s ed to u s  by t h e  
governme n t . I d o  n ot h e ar anyo n e  e l se propos i ng some o t h e r  b e t ter met h od of e n forcement a nd  I d o  
n ot h av e  a b e t t e r  o ne  to  o f f  er mys e l f .  Fo r th at re a s o n  I s u p p o r t  wh at t he  gover nment i s  do i ng i n  
t h i s  c a s e . 

I h e ard Mr . B a l l an tyne s ay t h at r e a l l y  t h e  ed u c at i o n a l  sys t em w i l l  not  be s u c c e s s f u l  u nt i l  pare n t s  
t ak e  respo n s i b i l i ty fo r s e n d i ng t h e i r ch i l d r e n  t o  sc h o o l bec a u s e  t h ey see t h e  v a l ue  o f  ed u c at i o n .  
I s ay i n  t urn  t h at t h at w i l l  not  h ap pen  u n t i l  p arent s  i n  t u rn  see  t h e  l e ad e rs i n  t h e i r  c ommu n i t i e s 
and  t h e  l e ad e r s  of t h e i r peop l e  v a l u i n g ed u c at i o n and spe ak i n g out  on i t s  beh a l f  and enco u r ag i ng 
t h e  young  ch i l d ren  to go to s c h oo l . W i th t h at i n  mi n d  I wou l d  l i ke to make s ome c omment s  ab out  t h e  
p h i l o s o phy th at w a s  ex pre s s ed b y  t h e  h o n o u r ab l e  Membe r  fo r D e h  Cho . I p er so n a l l y  be l i e ve  t h at th at 
ph i l o s op hy i s  n ot ad eq u ate to mo d e r n  t i mes  and I wou l d  ask the Member to r e t h i nk i t ,  and pe rh aps  t o  
s e e  i f  h e  a l so  c a n not  b eg i n  t o  s u p port  t h e  ed u c at i o n sys t em th at i s  offered i n  t h e  NWT and 
e n c o u r age yo u n g  Dene to b e come p art of i t .  

I n  c omment i ng o n  t h at p h i l o s o p hy I t ry to d e term i n e  j u s t  wh at i s  ed u c at i o n .  Cer t a i n l y  amo n g  
abor i g i n a l  peo p l e ,  as th e Memb er  po i n t s  out , t h e r e  w a s  a t i me wh en  t h a t  was  comp l et e l y t he  dom a i n 
of p arent s .  I s ay t h at i t  was pr o b ab l y  c ompr i s ed of t r an sm i s s i on of c u l t ure  i nc l u d i ng l a n g u age a n d  
t h e  t ra n sm i s s i o n of  v a l u e s . Tho s e  are e l eme n t s  wh i ch st i l l  compr i s e ed u c at i o n  to d ay i n  ev ery  
c u l t u re a n d  I do adm i t t h at our  sys t em h as n ot done  an  adeq u at e  j o b  i n  t h at res pect for  n at i v e 
peop l e  i n  t h e  NWT .  I w i  1 1  come b a c k  to t h at i n  a l i t t l e  wh i l e .  

E v e n  i n  t he  abo r i g i n a l  c u l t u r e s  t h ere  wa s anot h e r  asp e c t  to ed u c at i o n .  Th at i s  th at parent s s aw 
t h at i t  was i mport ant for t h e i r  c h i l dren  to h ave a k now l edge  of t h e  e n v i ro nment  i n  wh i ch t h ey wou l d  
b e  l i v i n g - - t h e  phys i c a l  e nv i ro nment  and t he  so c i a l  e nv i ronment  i n  wh i c h t h ey wo u l d  be l i v i nq .  A 
k now l edge  abo ut t r av e l , a k now l e d ge about  we at h e r , a k n ow l edge  ab o u t  av a i l ab l e  r e s o u rces  a nd h ow t o  
acqu i re and u s e  t h em effect i ve l y  and how t o  u s e  s k i l l s  and  t r ad i ng wi t h  t hem and s o  on . Th e a i m  i n  
prov i d i ng t h at e d u c at i on was  to e n s ure t h at t h e i r  ch i l d ren wou l d  be prod u ct i ve and s e l f - r e l i ant a nd  
fee l  t h at they had  an e l emen t  of  power and co n t ro l  o v e r  th e i r l i v e s , a nd  wh e n  t h ey were  pr od uct i v e ,  
s e l f - r e l i ant  a nd h ad t h at k i nd of power i n  t h e i r  l i ve s ,  t h e n  t h ey wou l d  be h appy peop l e .  Th at was  
t h e  ai m of  i t .  

L i m i ted  Re so u r c e s  F rom L an d  

N o w ,  i n  t h e  t r ad i t i o n a l c u l t u r e  i t  was  t h e  l oc a l  e n v i ronment  th at wa s perh aps t h e  fo c u s  of th at 
k i nd of ed u c at i o n .  Th ere  were  s pec i f i c  e co nom i c  ac t i v i t i e s t h at were a s s o c i at ed , t h at were 
pecu l i ar to t h at l i fe and t h o s e  t i mes . I ag ree  t h at t h at l i fe and tho s e  t i me s  are not comp l e t e l y  
e n d ed ,  t h at t h at i n  f act h as t o  b e  a co n s i d erat i on i n  t h e  t h i n g s  t h at we are d o i ng , b e c au se t h at 
l i fe  h as no t d i s appe ared . I n  co n s i de r i ng th at fact  we h av e  to a l s o  con s i d e r  th at there  i s  a 
g row i ng pop u l at i on amo ng abor i g i n a l peop l e . Th ere  i s  l i m i t ed l a nd a nd a l i m i t ed c ap ac i ty for t h e  
l and  t o  yi e l d  s u s t e n an c e  fo r th at  k i nd  o f  l i f e sty l e ,  so  a s  t h e  ye ars  g o  b y  t h e r e  wi l l  b e  mo r e  and 
more peop l e  t ryi ng to l i ve off l i m i t ed re sour ces fr om t h e l and . 

At t h e  s ame t i me t h ere  i s  a nother  e l ement  th at i s  h av i ng an i mp act on t he  t r ad i t i on al l i f e s ty l e  a n d  
t h at i s ,  o f  cou r s e ,  somet h i n g t h at w a s  al l u d ed to by anot h e r  Member , th at t h e r e  are i n i t i at i v e s  
t aken  e l sewh ere  i n  t h e  wor l d  t h at i mp act t h e  ab i l i ty t o  be ab l e  t o  s u rv i ve from t r ad i t i o n a l  
l i fe s ty l e s . S o  wh i l e  th at i s  s t i l l  a n  e l emen t  I th i n k  t h at i t  i s  al s o  i m po r t ant t o  recoq n i z e th at 
i n  modern  t i mes  i n  t ry i ng to  ac q u i re s k i l l s for you ng peop l e  t h at w i l l  h e l p  to e n s u re t h at t h ey are  
p ro d u c t i v e an d se l f - r e l i an t  and t h at t h ey h ave  a fee l i n g of power and  con t ro l  i n  t h e i r l i v e s  and 
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eventually become happy people , that in fact some of the things that must be learned today are 
skills that involve calculation , law and principles of business administration and that sort of 
thing , technologies of one kind or another and that people who do not have those skills will 
perhaps find themselves unable to have the kind of power in their lives that is important in order 
to make them productive. 

The Member often referred to "their education" meaning the education that comes from elsewhere. I 
note that those very things that I listed , the knowledge of calculation and technologies and so on , 
are part of education in Saudi Arabia and Japan , in Kenya , in countries all over the world because 
the reality is that unless you acquire that kind of training and that kind of skill , you get .left 
out when it comes to doing the things that can provide adequately for you. I believe that our 
educational system must have a significant component that will ensure that our children are able to 
cope effectively with those kinds of learning needs. 

The honourable Member noted that children in the Northwest Territories are affected by , for 
example , TV . It is simp 1 y  true that today there are global political and economic impacts that 
affect everybody in this territory. So if we do not compel our children to go to s chool ,  does that 
mean that they will not be impacted by these forces from elsewhere? I say the answer is , no. They 
wil l be impacted anyway , but they will be impacted perhaps only with the worst features of what is 
coming in from somewhere else. It is important for our educational system to ensure that it is 
some of the best features of the world culture , if you like , or the political and economic forces 
and technological and scientific forces that impact everybody' s life in the world , to try to make 
sure that in our school system people are ab l e  to do this . 

I mprovements Shou l d  Also Take Place 

Now with respect to another comment the Member made. It seemed as though he were saying th at it 
was a case of "either/or". That either you adopt the approach of compelling kids to go to school 
or you adopt the ap proach of trying to improve the schoo l system. I say that they are not 
exclusive at all. I believe that we can and shou l d  do both thin.gs. Ensure that our children go to 
school but at the same time try to ensure that our school system is a school system that is worth 
while to them and relevant to them , and certainly that has full respect for the culture from which 
they spring. 

About two weeks ago I guess , I had the good fortune to visit the community of Fort Franklin , where 
there is a principal who is native to the local community , where there are several teachers on the 
staff who are native to the local community and I must say that I was very , very impressed by what 
I saw at that school. When I spoke to one of the classes about events that were hap pening in the 
Northwest Territories , I w as very , very impressed with the knowledge that the students had and the 
discipline in the c l ass and the kinds of questions that were asked. I can only believe that we 
will have an effective school system when we have schools that are staffed by educated native 
people. Mr. Wray certainly made that point very , very strongly. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. MacQuarrie , I just wanted to remind the Members that I believe it i s  
10 minutes that we have to make our general comments. I just wanted to remind the Member. 

MR. MacQUARR IE: Okay , then that is it. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Your 10 minutes are up but you could continue. 

MR. MacQUARR IE: It was simply in seeing that example in that community , I really came to the 
conclus i on that it is possib l e  to combine the best elements of both lifestyles , if you l ike ,  and 
that if more people could see that , more people wou l d  encourage that kind af thing. I just ask the 
honourable Member then to reconsider the stand that he has taken and to see whether rather than 
objecting to compulsory education , that the efforts are put more into trying to make sure it is a 
good system that our children are going to and that he support the efforts of those who want to 
ensure that they do go. Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you , Mr . MacQuarrie. Mr. Angottitauruq . 

MR . ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I ,  too , woul d like to commment on the whole act 
itself. I do not have any difficulty in accepting the bill the way it is and I know for sure , for 
a fact , that it is to give the education societies some power which they seem to lack even though 
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i t  was av a i l ab l e ,  I g u e s s . I f  I try  to comme nt  o n  some of th e fo rms bes i d e t h e  b i l l  i t s e l f ,  I k now  
t h at I h ave  a l ot of o t h e r  t h i n g s  I wou l d  l i ke to d i s c u s s  i n  t h e  ed u c at i on sys t em b u t  I wou l d  n o t  
w a n t  t o  d i s c u s s  i t  r i g h t  now . I j u s t  wan t ed to p u t  i n  my wo r d s  on t h e  act . I wo u l d  ag ree  w i t h  i t  
b e c au s e  i t  i s  n e ed ed i n  t h e  c ommu n i t i es a n d  I k n ow for a f act t h at o n e  of my c o n s t i t u e n t s  h a s  
d i ff i cu l ty i n  accept i n g i t . 

A gr eeme n t  W i l l  Come W i t h  U n d e r s t an d i n g 

( Tr an s l at i o n )  I am go i n g to s t art t a l k i n g i n  I n u k t i t u t . I s p e a k  i n  E n g l i s h somet i mes  and t h ey do 
not  u n d e r s t and  wh at I am s ayi n g . In my c o n s t i t ue n cy ,  t h ey do n ot r e a l l y  l i ke t h i s  b i l l  but I t h i n k  
t h at on c e  t h ey u n d e r s t and  wh at i t  i s  th e n  t h ey w i l l .  W h e n  t h e  commun i t i e s  a r e  g i v e n  an act , at 
f i r st t h ey do not  u n d e r s t and  i t ,  b ut o n c e  t h ey u n d e r s t and  i t  I t h i nk t h ey w i l l  agree w i th t h i s . I 
w a n t  to s ay one t h i n g here . Pe rh ap s  i t  wou l d  be b e t t e r  i f  i t  wo u l d  not  b e  ame n d e d  bec a u s e  c l o s e  to 
60  to 70 per c e nt of s t u d e n t s  are d r o p - o u t s . 

E v e n  i f  t h e  c ommu n i t i es d i d  n o t  ag ree  w i t h  t h i s  b i l l  t h ey w i l l  prob ab l y  ag ree  wi th  i t  aft erwa rd s .  
E v e n  i f  i t  was not ag reed  w i t h  tod ay t h e  commu n i t i e s w i l l  p robab l y  r e a l i z e t h at t h ey d o  need  i t .  
S i n c e  I h ave seen  t h i s  b i l l ,  I ag ree w i th i t  who l e - h e ar t e d l y . B e c au s e  I am h ere i n  t h e  A s s emb l y  I 
want  to s ay th at I agree  wi t h  i t  to t a l l y .  I d o  not  re a l l y  h av e  anyt h i n g  to s ay and I d o  not  want 
to t a l k  too l o ng . I w i l l  be t a l k i ng l at e r  on  ab out  ed u c at i o n .  Th ank  yo u .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Angot t i t au r u q .  Mr . P u d l u k .  

MR . P UDLUK : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman . I j u st want to s ay a s hort th i ng . I want  t o  
t h an k  th e Dep artment  of Ed u c at i o n fo r be i n g ab l e  to enfo rce  the  amendment  to  t h e  act . I a m  g l ad 
t h ey w i l l  be ab l e  to e n force  i t .  I w i l l  b e  s u p port i ng t h i s  b i l l  b u t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I am c o n c e r n e d  
a b o u t  i s  t h i s .  Th ere  i s  somet h i n g  th at J o e  Ar l oo ktoo  a n d  M i c h ae l  Angot t i t au r u q  s a i d t h at re a l l y  
made s e n s e . Up to now ,  t h e  e l d e r s  t h i n k  we are ab l e  to l i ve even  w i t h o ut ed u c at i on . I t  was  
b e c au s e  t h ey never  h ad ed u c at i o n .  Th ey were l i v i n g off the  l an d . It  i s  st i l l  tho u g h t  of th at 
way .  Th e peop l e  n ow do  n ot h ave the s ame l i festy l e as i t  was b e fo r e . Ed u c at i on i s  gett i ng b e t t e r  
i n  t h e  N o r t h . Everyb o d y ,  ev e n  t h e  o l d e r  peop l e ,  ag reed  wi t h  ed u c at i o n wh e n  i t  w a s  f i r s t  bro u g h t  t o  
t h e  N o r t h  b ut l at er on  t h e  o l der  peo p l e ,  e l d e r s , d i d  n ot l i ke t h e i r  ch i l dren  g o i ng to s choo l 
b e c au s e  of the  fact th at t h e i r l i festy l e was rea l l y  c h a n g i ng .  I t  i s  l i k e t h i s .  I t  i s  a fact  t h at 
t h e  e d u c at i on w i l l  be v e ry h e l pf u l  to t h e  I n u i t  b e c au se t h ey can  h ave j o bs a nd t h ey c an l e arn  ab ou t 
p o l i t i c s .  We , our s e l v e s , are a l re ady i n  t h e  gov ernme n t . Th e commun i t i e s w i l l  pro b ab l y  be very 
c o n c e r n ed ab out  th i s  new b i l l .  L i ke M i c h a e l  s a i d ,  o n ce t h ey re a l i ze wh at i t  c an do  for t h e i r 
c h i l d ren  t h ey wi l l  ag r ee wi t h  i t .  

A l so ,  i n  t h e  smal l commun i t i e s some of t h e  teach e r s  are l ac k i n g  i n  ex per i e n c e  i n  t e ach i ng .  Some 
c omm un i t i es h ave a h a rd t i me to  t ry and fo rm l o c al e d u c at i on au t h or i t i e s .  For t h at r e a s o n ,  t h i s  i s  
o n e  of t h e  th i n g s  th at s e em s  to be a great  prob l em to  me , h av i ng to t a k e  t h em to co u r t  and pay a 
f i n e .  The  m ax i mum w i l l  b e  $ 1 0 0 . T h o s e  peop l e  on soc i al as s i s t an c e  I t h i n k  w i l l  be t he o n e s  t h a t  
i t  i s  go i ng to h av e  a very b i g i mp act o n , t h e  peo p l e  th at are n o t  wor k i ng . I d o  not  see  anyt h i ng 
wr i tten  d o wn o n  t h i s .  If t h ey are go i ng to be t aken  to c o u rt and p ay f i n e s ,  I wou l d  l i ke to see  
s ome as s i s t an c e  fo r these  peo p l e  t h at are  on  soc i a l as s i s t an c e  and  not mak i n g al l th at much  i ncome 
- - to be  ab l e  to get s ome h e l p .  P e r h ap s  t h ey s h ou l d  be  t o l d i n  ad v a n c e  about  s ome k i nd of d e ad l i ne 
t h at t h ey ar e ab l e  to pay wi t h i n .  We k now  fo r a fact  r i g h t  now some of t h e  peop l e  wi l l  not be ab l e  
to p ay for f i nes  i f  t h ey are t aken  to c o urt . 

A l s o ,  I wo u l d l i ke to m ake t h i s b r i e f ,  b u t  I w i l l  be tryi ng to i nform o u r  peop l e  a nd o u r  l o c a l  
ed u c at i on au t h o r i t i e s .  W e  c a n  u n d e r s t and  th i s  c l e ar l y . So , w e  are go i ng t o  b e  ab l e  to mak e them 
u nd e r s t a nd and  h e l p  t h em .  I w i l l  be i n  s u p port of t h i s  act . I t hou ght  at f i r st  t h at I wou l d  not  
s u pport  i t  but  aft e r  go i ng t h r o u g h  i t  c l o s e l y  I w i l l  be i n  fu l l  s u p p o rt of  i t .  

I n  t h e  p a s t  we h ad a meet i ng i n  R a n k i n  I n l et an d we h ad to de a l  w i t h  ed u c at i o n ,  to amend  t h e  
E d u c at i on Act . S i nce  t h e n  I a m  r e a l l y  q u i t e  aware a n d  I u nd e r s t and t h e  E d u c at i on Act a l i t t l e  b i t  
more  bec a u s e  I h ad a c h a n c e  to go t h r o u g h  i t .  A l so , I s aw i n  th i s  do c u me n t , i n  the  Eng l i s h 
v e rs i o n ,  sect i o n 9 8 . 5 ( l ) ( c )  s t at e s  t h at t h e  co u n s e l l or wou l d  be ab l e  to go to t h e  h ome and a s k  t h e  
c h i l d  t o  g o  to  s choo l . I t  o n l y  s t at e s  a boy . A r e  t h ey go i ng t o  b e  go i n g t o  t h e  home t o  g e t  on l y  
t h e  boys ? Are t h ey g o i ng to l e ave  t h e  g i r l s  at h ome?  I t h i nk  I w i l l  b e  ab l e  t o  ask  t h i s  q u es t i o n 
aft er  we get to th at c l au s e .  Th e s e  are my c o n c e r n s .  Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) :  Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Pu d l u k .  Mr . App aq aq . I am so rry ,  Mr . M i n i s t e r , wo u l d  yo u 
l i ke to r ep l y? 
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HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Yes , Mr. Ch airman , th ank you. Just one point of clarification. On the 
Member' s comment that the section about bringing chil dren to schoo l seems to only refer to boys. 
recognize th at it uses the word " him " and " he "  but according to Interpretation Ordinance , " he "  and 
" him "  also includes "she"  and " her " . We only use " him " and " he "  in the l egislation. I think m aybe 
we ' d  better start using "she " and " her" , to give the women a l ittle bit of equality and status in 
our future legislation. It does incl ude girls , Mr. C h airman. Th ank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Th ank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Appaqaq. 

MR. A P PAQA Q :  (Transl ation) Th ank you, Mr. C h airman. I am going to make this brief. I am a Member 
of the committee on legislation and they are aw are th at I was not in agreement with this. This h as 
ch anged since the last meeting we h ad. 

In some of the communities that we h ave talked to , if we h ave this compulsory education they would 
h ave something on which to base some action. Sometimes the students are not listening to their 
p arents even if they are told to go to school. They just decide to go visit somewhere else or they 
play hooky. We have seen a lot of cases w here th at h as been h appening. Sometimes they do not even 
f i nish their education or the parents are not aware of them not going to school or studying their 
books. For t h at reason we want to support this act and I think it would be a very beneficial thing 
for the students if we come up with an act like this. In some areas it is going to be a problem in 
h aving to p ay a fine. The local education authorities would be able to h ave the authority to deal 
with this . If the local education authorities want to ch ange this act they wou l d  h ave to get 
approv al first from the Commissioner. 

I ,  myself , am not wel l educated. The students today if they do not finish school ,  even if they 
just reach grade 10 , I think they would be cheating Social Services when they receive social 
assistance. I believe in this compulsory sch oo l  attendance because right now we seem to be losing 
a lot of money when we h ave not attended schools. I seem to be l osing out on this because I do not 
h ave education mysel f ,  and if our children do not h ave any eduGation , they will not be abl e  to make 
any sort of money. For th at reason I am in ful l support. It is going to be rea l l y  h ard on the 
peo p l e and there are going to be problems and concerns and as we go along I am sure we will try and 
amend the problems th at arise. I do not think there is too much problem with this act and, Mr. 
C h airman , I wil l just say th ank you and I am in full support of this act. Th ank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Th ank you , Mr. Appaqaq. Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY :  (Translation) Th ank you ,  Mr. Ch airman. I would like to make a comment on 
this. We were part of this amendment to the act , Dennis Patterson , Bruce McLaughlin , Nellie 
Cournoyea ,  on the special committee on education. We took two years to survey this thing and there 
w as a lot of feedback from the communities concerning the students attending school and a l so we h ad 
a l ot of concerns about the attendance. Some of the communities are not too aware of or f amiliar 
with acts and bills and are not too concerned about these. If they do not , we must make them 
understand th at if they do not have the children attending school they will be able to be taken to 
court and fined. This h as to be made clear and Dennis is very careful about working with this and 
I think you are well aware of the Education Act and we are not just trying to pil e this on the 
people right away. It is something we h ave to work at. We are sorry th at we h ave to come up with 
this but it must be done and if the local education authorities decide th at the p arents h ave to be 
taken to court , they will h ave to write to the Minister. 

Effort Needed From P arents 

I am sorry that we h ave to go through this and the p arents h ave to start pushing, themselves, so 
th at the students or the residents of the communities are interested in ' education. We know for a 
fact that all the communities are not going to be h appy with it. There are some areas where they 
have no , work , no money , they h ave no finances to go hunting or things like th at and they start 
worrying about the future of their chilQren. Sometimes they start disliking education in some 
areas and when we try to enforce this bill or this act , for some parents in the communities whom we 
would like to see help their children to attend school, we will h ave to use this in the communities 
to take them to court. 

Sometimes in the communities they are not h appy with something but they under st and afterwards. 
There are so many things that cause these problems , TV or they stay up all night. Sometimes they 
do not sleep at all . For some of th ese reasons the p arents are going to h ave to work re al ly hard 
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t o  try an d get t h e i r ch i l d r e n  to att e n d  schoo l and  wi t h i n  t he  commun i t i e s we are go i ng to h av e  to  
wo rk h ard to t ry and get t h em to school  wh en  t h i s  act  a r i s e s . We c an come u p  wi t h  t h e se p r o g r ams 
to try and  g u i de them to d i fferent  j o b s  or  qu a l i f i c at i on s  t h at they c an h av e ,  maybe wor k i n g  at t h e  
h am l et o ff i ce .  If  a n d  wh en t h ey f i n i sh h i gh s c h o o l t h ey c an h ave a g o od ed u c at i o n .  I f  t h ey l i s t e n  
t o  wh at th e i r paren t s  s ay ,  pe rh ap s  t h ey c a n  f i n i s h  h i g h sc h o o l  a n d  g o  and get a j o b  i n  t h e  
g over nme n t  d e p artme n t s .  Th e Can ad i an g o v e r nment i s  i n  s up p o rt o f  t h e  N W T  n at i ve emp l oyme n t . W e  
a r e  we l l aware th at wh en  some o f  the  res i de n t s  of commu n i t i e s try to get j o b s  t h e r e  i s  a l ot of 
c ompet i t i o n .  Th ey get  other  peop l e  i n to t h at emp l oyme nt bec au se of l ack of ed uc at i o n . B ut i n  t h e  
f u t u r e , i f  we are go i ng t o  be  dev e l op i ng o u r  gov e r nme n t , i f  t h e  ch i l d r e n  are go i ng t o  b e  h appy  wi t h  
wh at t h ey h av e ,  or i f  t h ey a r e  g o i ng to  b e  teach e r s ,  I t h i nk  t h ey a r e  g o i ng t o  h ave t o  l i s ten  t o  
u s . 

W h e n  I was  a you n g e r  k i d we u sed  to be sc ared of t h e  wh i t e peop l e  and my par e n t s  wer e  rea l l y  sc ared 
so t h ey t o l d  u s  to go to s c h o o l .  We h ad no c ho i ce ,  b e c au se t h ey were scared . They s a i d  i f  we d i d  
not  go t o  schoo l t h e  f am i l y  a l l owance  wou l d  b e  s t o p p e d . Th ere  was n o  ord i n a n c e  o r  act at t h at t i me 
b ut i t  was  j u st o r a l l y  t o l d to u s  and for t h at r e a s o n  I h ave never  ever been  a s k ed or t aken t o  
s c h o o l b y  h an d , mys e l f .  My c o n c e r n  i s  i f  th ey a r e  go i ng to  b e  f i n i s h i ng schoo l , wh e t h e r  t h ey are 
Dene or I n u i t ,  the n at i ve peop l e .  

The  way I see i t ,  t h e  n at i ve peop l e  of t h e  N W T  do not  force t h e i r  s t udents  or ask  t h em to go t o  
s c h o o l  wh e t h er t h ey l i k e i t  o r  not . Somet i me s  wh e n  we see i t , t h e  n at i v e st u d e n t s  or not  on l y  
n at i ve s t u de n t s  n ow ,  do not even  want to go to s c ho o l  and  t h ey do not  l ook at t h e i r  f u t ure  a nd t h ey 
d o  not g e t  a job  wh en  they do not h av e  ed u c at i on . I f  th ey h ad t h e  q u a l i f i c at i o n s  and the  ed u c at i on 
I t h i nk t h ey wou l d  mo re w i l l i ng l y seek emp l oyme n t . When  we d i d  n ot s pe ak K ab l oo n akt i t ut I fe l t  
l i k e I was  i n fer i o r and bec au s e  I d i d  not  u n d e r s t and  or I c o u l d  not  have  a conv e r s at i o n wi t h  a 
wh i t e p e r son , I j u st b l amed mys e l f .  B u t ,  tod ay, i f  t h ey d i d  n ot u n derst a nd me i n  I nu kt i t ut I d o  
n o t  h a v e  to  be th e o n e  wh o i s  i nfer i or . I t h i n k t h e  ot h er per s o n  wh o  doe s not u n d e r s t and  me sho u l d  
fee l  i nf er i or .  I t h i nk t h ey s h ou l d  b e  ab l e  to want  to l e arn our  n at i ve l ang u age , i f  we are t o  
l e arn  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  wo r k  fo rce . I t h i n k t h e  yo u n g e r  pe op l e  wo u l d  be more  w i l l i ng and mo r e  
i nt e re s t ed i n  s e ek i ng emp l oyme nt h av i ng both  l a n g u ages  i n  t h e  work force . I t h i nk t h at wou l d  b e  
v e ry be n e f i c i a l  a n d  wo u l d  d e v e l op t h e  urge  fo r t h e  st u d e n t s  to  s e e k  emp l oyme n t . 

I n  th i s  b i l l ,  we c an try an d wo rk  toward t h at .  I t h i n k t he  peo p l e t h at h av e  to be t ak e n  to  cour t , 
i f  t h ey h ave to go to c o u r t  I do not t h i nk we s h ou l d  l ook  at t h at r i gh t  n o w .  I t h i nk wh at we 
s ho u l d  l oo k  at now i s  th at we get our  ch i l d r e n  to go to sc ho o l  and f i n i s h  sch o o l  and try to seek  
better  emp l oyment or  s e ek emp l oyme nt i n  d i fferent  c omp an i es or  gover nment d e p a rtmen t s .  

For t h at r e a son , I s u p port t h i s  act so we c an h ave  s omet h i ng to s t art dev e l op i ng o ur ed u c at i on s o  
t h at t h e  i nd i v i d u a l  re s i d e n t s wo u l d  be greater  i n  fu t u r e  ev e n  t h o u g h  t h e  Mi n i s t e r  h a s  a l ot o f  wor k  
t o  do . I t  i s  n o t  g o i ng  t o  b e  referred t o  t h e  R C M P  i f  t h ey d o  n ot fo l l ow t h i s  act . I t  i s  g o i ng t o  
b e  de a l t w i t h  b y  t h e  l oc a l  ed u c at i o n au t h o r i t i e s a n d  t h ey wi l l  h av e  a co u n s e l l or i n  the  commun i t y  
a nd l o c a l ed u c at i on autho r i t i es wou l d  h ave t o  wr i te to t h e  Mi n i ster  for approv al to t ake t h em t o  
c o u r t . Th a t  i s  t h e  on l y  w ay they c an d o  i t .  T h e y  w i  1 1  n o t  g o  t o  t h e  R C M P  o r  the  serg e a n t  o f  t h e  
R CM P .  T h e  l oc al e d u c at i on a u t h or i t i e s w i l l  h ave t h e  power o f  rec o u r s e  f i r s t .  I k n ow i t  i s  go i ng 
t o  be a touchy  s i t u at i o n i f  t h ey have  to t ak e  t h em to co u r t  b u t  we are go i ng to h av e  to enforce  i t  
and t ry to get o u r  c h i l d ren  t o  go to s c h oo l . Th at i s  why I s u p po rt i t .  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  
w i l l  make  an except i o n .  

Mr . C ur l ey ,  yo u r  1 0  m i n u t es were u p  ab o u t  1 0  mi n u t es ago b ut t h i s  t i me I 
Mr . Erk l oo .  

MR . ERKLOO : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Ch ai rman . I n  my co n s t i t u e ncy  t h e r e  are three  sett l eme n t s  wh ere  t h ey 
w a n t ed a schoo l at t e n d ance c o u n s e l l or and s ome of t h em d i d  not  want a co u n s e l l or .  The r e a son  why 
s ome of t h e  commu n i t i e s d i d  not  want an at t e n d an c e  cou n s e l l or was  bec au s e  t h ey unde r s t o od t h e  
ame ndment  a s  s ayi ng t h at i'f t h ere i s  a s c h o o l  a t t e n d ance  c o u n s e l l or t h at the  co u n s e l l or wo u l d b e  
ab l e  to  t a k e  t h e  p ar e n t s  to  court . I f  t h e y  d i d n o t  h a v e  a sc h o o �  cou n s e  1 1  o r  t h e r e  wo u l d  n o t  be 
anybody to be ab l e  to t ake t h e  parents  to  c o urt  i f  t h e  s t u dent  d i d  n ot go to schoo l . B e c au se of 
t h i s  u n de r s t an d i n g ,  t h ey d i d  not  want  a sc h o o l  cou n s e l l or and as I u n d e r s t and i t ,  i f  th ey wan t to 
t a ke s omebody to c o u r t  t he M i n i ster  wou l d  h ave to  ap prove  t h i s  before  anybody i s  t aken  to c o urt . I 
wo u l d  l i k e to f i r s t  as k a q u e st i o n .  I s  th e i r as s u mpt i on co r rect or i s  i t  not correct ? I wi l l  
s p e ak l at e r  o n .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . E r k l oo .  Mr . M i n i s t e r . 

HON . DENN I S  PATTER SO N :  Mr . C h a i rman , t h e  as s umpt i on i s  correct . 
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C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . M i n i s t e r . Mr . Er k l oo .  

M R . ERKLOO : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  T h ank  yo u , Mr . Ch a i rman . F i r s t , I wou l d  l i k e to s ay wh en  they f i r s t  
s t arted h av i ng ed u c at i on w e  h ad to l i s te n  to wh at w a s  b e i ng to l d  a n d  i t  w a s  g ood f o r  the  f i rs t 
peop l e  th at st arted  get t i n g ed u c at i o n b u t  l at e r  on i t  d i d  n o t  wor k . For i n s t an c e , t he  f i r s t  peop l e  
t h at s t art ed get t i ng ed u c at i o n ,  wh en ever  t h e i r  g r ades  were  h i gh er t h an t h e  c ommu n i t i es c ou l d  t e ac h ,  
h ad t o  g o  t o  Ch u r c h i 1 1  and t h e  grad u at e s  th  a t  we n t  t o  Ch u r c h i l l  sc h o o l  I t h i n k al l h ave  j o b s . I 
t h i n k t h e re  are t wo r e a so n s .  The f i r s t  i s  t h at t h ey were ab l e  to l e ar n I n u kt i t ut and t h e i r  c u l t ure  
b efore t h ey wen t  to  s c h o o l . Th e second  reason  i s  th at wh e n  t h ey we n t  to sc hoo l i n  CVC they h ad to 
go by t he  r u l es of t h e  s c h oo l . As t h e  ye ars went by t h e  yo u n ger s t u de n t s  at t h e  age of s i x s t arted  
g o i ng  to s choo l e a r l i e r and  t h ey s t ar t e d  l e arn i ng E n g l i s h a s  so o n  as t h ey went  to  s c h oo l . I t h i n k 
t h i s  i s  one  of t h e  r e a so n s  why e d u c at i on was n ot as good as i t  was at the  b eg i n n i ng .  When t h e  
t e r r i t or i a l  go v e r nment  took  ov er  t he  s c hoo l s  from t he  fed e r a l  gov e rnment - - a n d  ot h e r  progr ams  - -
peop l e  were more free to do wh at t h ey wan t ed but  u p  u n t i l  n ow t h ey are st i l l  wa i t i ng for t h e  
gov er nme nt  t o  te l l t h em wh at to  do a n d  t he  gov ernment seems t o  wa i t f o r  t h e  commu n i t i e s to s e e  wh at 
to d o ,  so i t  seems l i ke t h ey are j u s t  w a i t i ng for e ach o t her  to t a ke act i on . We h ave been h e ar i ng 
t h at we wo u l d  be gett i n g N u n av u t  and we wo u l d  be gett i ng s e l f - g o v ernmen t . 

C ommun i ty M u s t  T a k e  R e s p o n s i b i l i ty 

I h ave  been  s ay i n g  l at e l y  to t h e  Baff i n Reg i on a l C o u n c i l an d to my con s t i t u e n cy  and ov er  t he  r ad i o  
t h at I n u i t  seem too  afr a i d to set s ome k i nd of pen a l ty a n d  I do n ot k n ow t h e  r e a so n . I n  t he  o l d 
E d u c at i o n Act i t  i s  wr i t t e n  t h at t he  M i n i s t er  and t h e  l oc a l  ed u c at i on au t ho r i ty may make a(J reement 
to  set u p  the  p e n a l t i es but  I do  n ot t h i nk t h ere are any pen a l t i es wr i t ten  in  t he  act up to t h i s 
d ate . I h av e  men t i o ne d  th i s  to my co n s t i t ue n cy ,  th at t h ey h av e  to s tart  to s et  up pe n a l t i e s and 
act on t h em .  I f  t h ey w i l l  n ot set pe n a l t i e s t h ey w i l l  h ave o t h er peop l e  s et the pe n a l t i es fo r 
t h em .  I t h i n k t h e  commun i t i e s wi l l  h av e  t o  un d e r s t and  - - t h at i f  we are go i ng t o  (Jet o u r  own 
governme n t , l ook  after  o ur own affa i rs and so o n ,  i t  h as to  s t art i n  the c ommu n i t i e s .  

A s  was po i nt ed o ut by Mr . C ur l ey and  Mr . P ud l u k ,  t h e  o l d e r  peop l e  d i d  n ot h ave to go to schoo l . 
F o r  i n s t an c e , I h av e  nev e r  h ad any ed u c at i o n befo re . A l o t of o l der  peop l e  do not  th i n k ed u c at i o n 
i s  neces s ary b u t  I t h i nk we a l l k n ow n ow t h at ed u c at i o n  i s  v e ry i mpo rt an t . For  t h i s  r ea so n  t h e  
c ommu n i t i e s s h o u l d  st ar t t ak i n g  respo n s i b i l i ty .  I k n o w  i t  i s  h ard  t o  s e t  pe n a l t i e s b u t  I th i n k t h e  
c ommun i t i es w i l l  h ave to s t art sett i ng pen a l t i es bec au se  I do  n o t  t h i n k  t h ere i s  a ny ot her w ay t o  
s o l ve t h at pr ob l em .  Fo r i n s t an c e ,  I c ou l d  make t hree  page s  of ru l e s b ut  i f  I d o  not set any 
pen a l t i e s ,  I do n ot t h i nk any of t h e se r u l es t h at I m ade up wou l d  be of a ny u s e .  For t h i s  r ea son I 
am go i n g to s u p p o r t  t h e  act t h at i s  p u t  fo rward . Th a n k  yo u . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gar g an ) : Th an k you , Mr . Erk l oo .  Mr . M i n i s t e r . 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTER SON : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . I j u s t  wo u l d  l i k e to res p o n d  to one  po i n t Mr . 
E r k l oo m ade and t h at i s  h i s  d e s i re t h at l o c al ed u c at i on a u t ho r i t i es s h o u l d  be c o n s u l t ed o n  
p e n a l t i e s .  I m u s t  repo r t  to h i m  th at I d i d  i n v e st i g at e  t h i s and rece i v ed l eg a l ad v i c e th at i f  
t h ere were to be d i ffPrent pen a l t i es i n  d i fferent  c ommu n i t i e s ,  t h i s  wou l d  b e  u n eq u al tre atment  
b efore t h e  l aw of one p e r s o n  comp ared t o  anot h e r . So , th i s  can not  be done  al t h o u g h  I wo u l d  s u ggest  
to t he  h o n o u r ab l e  Memb e r ,  whom  I b e l i eve i s  h i ms e l f  a j u s t i ce of t h e  pe ace or  wa s ,  t h at t h i s  i s  why 
we h av e  l oc a l  j u s t i c e s  of t h e  pe ace . Hopefu l l y ,  i n  t h e  ev e n t  of pe n a l t i es need i ng to be set , they 
w i l l  k n ow t he  p e r son b efore t h em and t emper t h e  pen a l ty w i t h  t h at k n ow l ed g e .  We d i d  co n s i der t h e  
o pt i o n t h e  Memb e r  recommended  b u t  i t  wo u l d  v e ry  l i k e l y  h av e  b ee n  u n co n st i t u t i o n a l  on the  gro u n d s  
t h at al l p e r so n s  s h o u l d be  eq u al b efore t h e  l aw .  Th a n k  yo u .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  G a r g an ) : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . M i n i s t e r . M r .  E r k l oo .  

MR . ERKL O O :  ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . The  q u e s t i on I a s k ed e ar l i er abo ut schoo l 
c o u n s e l l o r s  doe s  not seem to make very much  s e n s e  any mo r e .  For  i n s t an c e , ev en i f  there i s  a 
s c hoo l  c o u n s e l l or o r  i f  t h ere i s  no s ch o.o l  c o u n s e l l o r ,  t h e  l o c al ed u c at i on a u t h or i ty cou l d  t ake  
s omebody t o  cou r t . I f  a l l t h e  commu n i t i e s h ad a s c h oo l c o u n s e l l or I t h i n k i t  wo u l d  be bet t e r . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gar g an ) : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Er k l oo .  Mr . M i n i s t e r . 

HON . DE N N I S  PATT E RSON : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . Mr . Ch a i rman , I b e l i ev e  th at t h e  l eg i s l at i o n does 
n ot perm i t a s i t u at i on wh ere a p ro sec ut i on wo u l d  be r e comme n ded i n  a c ommu n i ty where t h ere was no 
s c h o o l  co u n s e l l o r .  Th e wh o l e  s c h eme of t he  l eg i s l at i o n i s  th at p ro sec u t i on i s  a l a st  resort , o n ce  
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a l l ot h e r  effort s to t ry to s o l v e  t he  p ro b l em of a ch i l d ' s  non - att en d a n c e  h as fa i l ed .  We do not 
c o n t emp l ate prosecut i o n s  t ak i n g  p l ace u n l e s s  t h ere i s  a s c h o o l  c o u n s e l l or wh o wou l d  h av e  done  h i s  
o r  her  be st  to s o l v e t he  p r ob l em beforeh and . So , I c an ass ure  t h e  Member t h at wh at h e  f ears , wh i ch 
wo u l d  be j u st a s t r a i ght  p r o s e cut i on w i t h o ut any at t empt to s o l ve t h e  pro b l em beforeh an d ,  wo u l d  not 
o c c u r  u n de r  t h i s  sch eme . Th a n k  yo u . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  G ar g an ) : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . M i n i s t e r . Mr . Er k l oo . 

MR . ERKLOO : The on l y  re a s o n  s ome of the commun i t i es d i d  not w an t  sc h oo l cou n s e l l ors  i s  th at we  
were  t h i n k i ng i f  we  do n ot h ave  a s c hoo l  cou n s e l l or n obody i s  go i n g  t o  t ake t h e m  to co u rt . I t h i n k  
t h at i s  wrong.  I t h i n k  t h e  t h i n k i ng s h o u l d  b e  ch anged  t h at h av i n g  a s c h oo l cou n se l l o r wi l l  st i l l  
be  h e l pfu l to  t h e  commu n i ty ,  whet her  he i s  g o i n g  t o  t ake  t h em to c o u r t  or not . I t h i n k  t h at i s  my 
u n d e r s t and i n g . Th an k yo u .  

C H A I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - Shee ) : Mr . P atterson . 

Fu n c t i o n  Of Sc hoo l Co u n s e l l or 

HON . D E N N I S  PATTERSO N :  Yes , I u n d e r s t and  better  now wh at the  Member was sayi ng , Mr. Ch a i rm an . 
Cert a i n l y  the  s c hoo l  c o u n s e l l or c an perform m any u s ef u l  ro l es i n  t he  s c hoo l an d i n  t h e  commu n i ty 
and  never  recommen d  a p ro s ecut i o n .  I wou l d  h op e  t h at th at wo u l d  be th e case  i n  f act i n  m o st 
s i t u at i on s ,  t h at t h e  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l l or wou l d  d e a l  w i t h  att e n d an c e  prob l ems , so l ve t hem , get t h e  
k i d s back  to s c h oo l o r  g e t  h e l p to t h e  p ar e nt s  i f  t h ey n e e d  i t  a n d  t h e re need n o t  ev er b e  a 
pr o s e c ut i o n .  I wou l d  h o p e  t h at wou l d  occur  i n  f act . 

So , l et me make i t  c l e ar a g a i n ,  Mr . C h a i rman . The s c h o o l  c o u n s e l l or - - one of t he d ut i es of t h e  
s c h o o l cou n s e l l o r m i g h t  b e ,  i n  a r a r e  s i t u at i o n ,  to recommend  a pros ecut i o n .  The r e  wo u l d  b e  m any  
ot h e r  d ut i es ;  b et t er l i n k s  between h ome and  s choo l , co u n s e l l i n g  t o  parents  and c h i l dren h av i ng 
d i ff i c u l ty wi t h  t h e  s c h oo l a n d  i t s  po l i c i es ,  tryi n g  t o  re s o l ve s i t u at i o n s  whe r e  there  are 
t e ac h e r / p u p i l  d i s agreeme n t s , d i s agr eeme n t s  w i th  s c h o o l  po l i c i e s ,  promot i n g bet t e r  t e ac her  
i n vo l vement  i n  commu n i ty act i v i t i es ,  gett i ng the  commu n i ty more  i nv o l ved  i n  s c h oo l  a ct i v i t i es .  
T h e s e  are t h e  k i nd of expect at i o ns  we wo u l d  h ave of s c h o o l  c o u n s e l l or s . S o  t h at t h ey wo u l d  be , by 
and l arge , h e l p i ng t h e  c ommu n i ty to dev e l op more  s u pport  fo r ed u c at i o n r at h e r  t h an s i mp l y  act i ng as 
po l i c eme n . I f  o n e  l o o k s  at t h e  j o b  t h at way, I do n ot t h i n k  i t  i s  go i n g  to be a t e rr i b l y  d i f f i c u l t  
o r  u npopu l ar j o b . I t h i n k  i t  w i l l  be a j ob t h at wo u l d  a ppea l  t o  p e op l e  w h o  h av e  yo u n g  p eop l e  w h o  
h av e  p e rh aps s u c ceeded  i n  s c hoo l a n d  c an be  h i red to i n s p i re ot hers  to  fo l l ow t h e i r examp l e s .  
Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee ) :  Th an k  yo u . Ms C o u r n oyea . 

H O N . NE L L I E  COURNOYEA : Mr . C h a i rm an , t h a n k  yo u .  J u st  to s ay th at I c e rt a i n l y  su pport th e 
r e c omme n d at i on o n  comp u l s o ry e d u c at i on b u t  I r egret t h at we h ave  f a i l ed as a g o v e rnment i n  t h e  
d e l i v ery of a prog r am t o  peop l e .  W e  h ave  not i n s p i red p arent s a n d  ch i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
comm u n i ty to g e t  toget h e r  a n d  t ak e  fu l l  ad vant age of wh at i s  be i n g  prov i d e d  a t  t h e  comm u n i ty 
l e v e l . I g ue s s  we c an a l l l oo k  back  an d s ay wh at shou l d  h av e  happened . B ut I a l  so regret th at 
perh aps when  t he e d u c at i on a l  system was  brought  i nto p l ay and  a l so  i n  recogn i z i n g  t h e  v a st s ums of 
mo n ey th at we spend  on  ed u c at i o n ,  i n  t erms of dea l i ng w i t h  peop l e  at t he i r  own l ev e l  we d i d not 
as p i re to pro v i de as m u ch effort an d as much s i n cer i ty as we d i d when t he o i l  comp an i e s c ame i nto 
the Nort hwe st Terr i to r i e s  l oo k i n g for s upport  to p ro v i d e  peop l e  w i t h  u p g r ad i ng  to l e ar n  h ow t o  work  
for  wages  and  to be effec t i ve in  t h at .  

I t  i s  u n f o rt u n at e ,  wh en we were d e v e l op i n g  an e d u c at i on a l  system,  t h at we d i d  n ot rea l i ze and t a ke  
ad v ant age  of  t he  f act t h at many  peop l e  wer e n ot  l i v i n g i n  comm u n i t i es by  pro v i d i n g  t e achers  who  
r e a l l y  went  t o  t h e  peop l e  rather  t h an for c i n g  peop l e  out of gu i l t t o  move  i nt o  the  sett l eme nts . I 
c ert a i n l y  support  ac adem i c ed u c at i o n .  I b e l i ev e  every commu n i ty d o es s upport  ac ad em i c  edu c at i o n 
b u t  I b e l i ev e  t h at when  we t a l k about educat i on we s p l i t  off ac adem i c  l ear n i n g  as other  t h an w h at 
p e o p l e  k no w ;  how to l i ve at home ; how to l i v e  i n  t h e  cou n t ry ;  how  to s u p port  t h emse l ve s ;  how  to be 
determ i ned ; how t o  h ave p r i de i n  t h ems e l v es. The o pt i on to s ay t h at " We l l ,  if yo u d o n ' t  h ave a 
good  a cademi c ed u c at i o n ,  you m i gh t  as we l l  go on t h e  l and . "  Ac ademi c edu c at i o n can  h e l p  peop l e  to  
b e  better  producers  of wh at we h av e  o n  t h e  l and  and  I s u pport t h at .  I do no t  b e l i e ve i t  s hou l d  be  
o n e  or the  ot h e r. I t  s h o u l d  work  toget her . 
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I am a l i t t l e  b i t s ad to d ay th at a cou p l e of s pea ker s  seem to i n fer  th at a h u n t e r , a t r apper , a 
f i s h e rman i s  wh at you wi l l  b e  i f  you do not  h ave e n o u g h  ac adem i c  ed u c at i on a nd i f  you h ave t h a t  
ac ad em i c ed uc at i o n t h e n  yo u do n o t  h ave  to  b e  t h at l ow l y s t u ff . Ac ad em i c  ed uc at i o n c a n  h e l p you o n  
t he l a nd  to make  t h e  be st  of  i t .  For  e x amp l e ,  I k n ow mys e l f  t h at t h ere a re  few peop l e  who g o  o u t  
o n  th e l an d . I n  t h e  s ummer t i me ,  t h ey c u t  100 d ry f i s h  ap prox i m at e l y  ev ery two  d ays , th at i s  $500 , 
b e c a u s e  tr, ey c ome b ack  i n to t own a n d  t h ey get f i v e  d o l l ar s  for t h e i r  d ry f i s h .  P e op l e  can do a l ot 
of th i n g s  i n  u t i l i z i n g t h e  re s o u r c e s  and h ar v e s t  from t h e  l an d . 

I b e l i ev e  th at pe op l e  wh o ,  i f  th ey h ad an ac ad em i c ed u c at i o n  i n  t he  pa st , wo u l d  not h av e  been so 
s hy to r epre se n t  t h ems e l v e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r n at i o n al f i e l d and i n  s ee i ng wh at was h ap pe n i ng to t h e i r  
econom i c  bas e . B e c au s e  peop l e  d i d not  h av e  an ac adem i c ed u c at i o n they  d i d not fee l  th at t h ey h ad 
the  ab i l i ty to r e p re sent  t h ems e l ves  anywh ere . I b e l i e ve t h at i f  peop l e  h ad an ac adem i c  ed u c at i o n  
as  we 1 1  a s  t h e  ed u c at i o n t h  a t  they g e t  fr om r e a  1 1  y l i v i ng wh ere  t h ey come from i n  t h e  Arct i c ,  they 
wou l d  not  h ave s at b ack  and  wa i t ed for o t her s  who h ave other  agend as to act on  t h e i r  beh a l f  i n  
t e rm s  of the  se a l  mar k et i n g .  I b e l i ev e  th at t h ey wo u l d  not  h av e  s at b a c k  and  wat c h ed t h i n g s t i n k e r  
away b ec au se o t h er peop l e  r e a l l y  h ad i t  as  p art o f  a n o t h er ag e n d a .  To me , t h e  b e s t  h unter  a n d  
t r ap per  · a n d  th e b e s t  f i s h erman  i s  o n e  wh o h as an ac ad em i c  ed u c at i o n b u t  t he  t h i ng  h e  h a s  more  th an 
wh at i s  on  p a p e r  -- an ac ad em i c  e d u c at i on i s  on  p ap e r  -- h ow to app l y  i t .  A l l the arct i c  
c ommu n i t i e s h a v e  very l i t t l e  wag e emp l oyment  and peop l e  wh o know  eno u g h  to ut i l i z e wh at i s  t here  
bec a u s e  t h ey are n ot g o i ng to move  away ,  and h ave some p o s s i b i l i ty of  d o i ng  t h at i n  a m u ch more 
econom i c a l  way , much more t e ch n i c a l way , t ak e  part in r e s e arch  proj ect s ,  l o o k  after  the  h arve st i ng 
i n  a rnore t e c h n i c a l a s pect so t h at th ey c an d e al w i t h t he  feder al market i ng agen c i e s ,  w i th t h e  
ant i - f ur  gro u p s ,  i n  k n ow l e d g e , co l l e ct i v e l y ,  are a v e ry i mport ant part  o f  o u r  sys t em i n  t h e  
N o r t hwest  Ter r i t o r i e s .  I h o pe t h at t o d ay w i l l  b e  t h e  l a st t i me t h at I w i l l  h e ar o r  h ave any 
i nf e re n ce  th at be i n g a h u n t e r  and t r apper  and a f i s h e rman  i s  on l y  if  yo u c a n n o t  s urv i v e i n  a wage 
econ omy and  i n  a c ommu n i t y .  

Teac h e r s  F o r  O u t p o s t  C amp s 

I n  t e rms of t h e  c omp u l sory p art of ed u c at i o n ,  l i k e I s ay ,  I am s ad t h at we h ave c ome to t h at po i n t 
wh e r e  we h ave  t o  fo rce  peop l e to t ak e  part  i n  somet h i ng t h at i s  very,  v ery b e n ef i c i a l  to anyone . I 
wou l d  h o pe now t h  at we w i l l  co rne to a c o n e  l u s  i on t h  at we w i  1 1  go f u r t h er and  r e co g n i ze t h  at peop l e 
l i v i n g i n  out po s t  camps  are prob ab l y  t he  peop l e  th at w i l l  h av e  t he  be st  ab i l i ty to surv i v e ,  by 
p rov i d i ng t e ac h e rs i n  t h at a r e a .  Peop l e  i n  o u t post  c amp s do not h ave t e l ev i s i o n s .  Th ey do n o t  
h av e  t h e  so c i a l  p r o b l ems th at occ u r  i n  t h e  commun i t i e s .  As  a mat te r  of fact , mo s t  o f  t he  t i me th at 
peop l e  want to t ake  t h e i r  c h i l d ren  to o u t post  c amps i s  to get away from the prob l ems of commun i ty 
l i v i ng .  I h o p e  t h i s sys t em wi l l  go fu r t h e r  to s ay th at  s u pport  s ho u l d  be g i v e n  to teac her s  wh o 
w i l l  t e ach i n  o u t po s t  c amp s wh ere t h ey h ave a c apt i ve au d i ence . 

Mr . Ch a i rman , j u s t  to c o n c l u de , a p e r son  who i s  out  on t h e  l an d ,  who h as a t e c h n i c a l ab i l i ty to f i x  
mot o r s , an ab i l i ty to read  and u s e ,  and ex per i e nce  t h at i s  coup l ed wi th  t h i ng s  th at h av e  been 
l e a r n ed over ma ny ,  many ye ar s ,  I b e l i eve t h at i s  the most v a l ued person t h at we h ave i n  t h e  
Nort hwest  Ter r i t or i e s .  Th e s e  peop l e  wi 1 1  b e  h e r e  al l t h e  t i me .  Th ey are n o t  h e r e  fo r t h r ee ye ar s  
o r  four  ye ars o r  f i v e ye ar s .  Th i s  i s  h ome and t h e  b e s t  t h at we c an d o  to  d e v e l op t he  be s t  
a l l - ar o u n d  ed u c at i o n i s  so very i m po r t an t . I h ope  th at i n  a l i t t l e wh i l e  t h at we wou l d  n o t  h av e  to  
go  out  and t ry to  f i nd peop l e .  I wo u l d  h o pe t h at at  t h i s  t i me t h at we  co u l d  h ave h ad peop l e  a n d  
commun i t i e s as k i n g to prov i d e mo re  h o u r s  i n  ed u c at i o n ,  mo re ho u r s  i n  d i ffe r e n t  t r a i n i ng .  I h o pe  
t h at we  w i l l  n ot see  t he v a l ue of  s e l f - dete rmi n at i on and r e al l i v i ng i n  a c ommu n i ty ,  d i fferent  t h a n  
a c ad em i c s . Mr . Ch a i rman , l et u s  h o p e  th at i f  a mot i o n goe s fo rward t o  ev a l u at e  t h e  need fo r 
comp u l s ory ed u c at i o n ,  t h at m aybe i n  d e a l i ng wi th  i t  t h i s  way ,  t h e  t e achers  w i l l  be more ab l e  to set  
t h e  t i me ap art  to  wo r k  i n  t h e  comfllu n i ty ,  not to  set  t h emse l v e s  ap art  from t h e  commun i ty .  Th a n k  
yo u .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  W a h - Sh e e ) :  Th ank  yo u .  Mr . Peder s e n . 

MR . P E D E R S E N : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . For t ho s e  who h ave wo r k ed wi t h  me o n  t h e  s t a nd i n g  
comm i t t ee o n  l eg i s l at i o n t h ey know  very we T l  t h at I h av e  not s u p po r ted  th i s  b i l l .  I h av e  h ad a 
g r e at d e al of c o n c e rn w i t h  i t .  L i ke Ms Cou rnoye a ,  I f e e l  a g r e at d e al of s ad n e s s  th'at we h ave t o  
corne , af ter  t h e s e  many ye ars  of ed u c at i o n ,  th at we h av e  t o  come i n  wi t h  an amendment  l i ke t h i s  i n  
o rder  to s e l l a p r o d u ct t h at we s h o u l d  h ave been  ab l e  t o  s e l l m u ch b e t t er over  t h e se many ye ars . 

ll 
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P r i n c i p l e  Of E nforc i ng Leg i s l at i on 

L i k e many of the  ot h e r  spe a k e r s  I r egret t h at we have  de s c r i bed  pe n a l t i es i n  the  ac t and t hat th e 
act  perm i t s  t h e  u se of t h e  court system t o  e n force  s omet h i n g  wh i ch s h o u l d  be accept ed v o l unt a r i l y . 
I h av e  very g r e at d i ff i c u l t i es w i t h  t he  p r i n c i p l e t h at we al l ow a l o c a l  edu c at i o n au thor i ty ,  wh i ch 
i n  many c a s e s  i s  n ot an e l ected body ,  t o  enforce  a p i ece o f  l eg i s l at i on w i th  a t h r e at or t he  
u l t i mat e end r e s u l t of tak i ng a per son  t o  court . Th i s  fe ar  of  m i n e  h as b ee n  al l ev i at ed s omewh at 
a n d  I want t o  t h an k  t h e  M i n i s ter for re spo n d i n g  t o  it i n  sect i on 98 . 9 ,  where the new st i p u l at i on i s  
t h at n o  court  act i o n c a n  b e  i n i t i ated  w i t ho u t  t h e  cons ent i n  w r i t i ng of t he  M i n i s ter . 

T h e  poor attend ance i n  commu n i t i es and cert a i n l y  i n  my home commu n i ty i s  a g r ave  pro b l em but i t  i s  
n ot t h e  b i g ge st prob l em we h ave i n  o u r  commun i ty .  The abuse  of a l coho l i s  w i t h out any do ubt by f ar 
t h e  b i g gest  prob l em t h at we h ave . It seem s rat h e r  i n cons i s tent  to me th at as a g o v e r nment  we br i ng 
i n  an  act l i ke t h i s perm i t t i n g  e i g ht peo p l e ,  e l e ct ed or ot h erw i s e ,  w i t h  the c o n s e nt of t he  
M i n i ster , to i mpose  t h r ough  o u r  court  syst em , l e g i s l at i o n u p o n  t h e  re st  of t h e  p o pu l at i o n ,  whe n  on  
a prob l em wh i c h is  even g r av e r , the m i s u se  of a l coho l prob l em ,  we st i l l  requ i re a p u b l i c  p l e b i s c i te 
and  a 60 per  cent m aj or i ty t o  ev e n  i mp o s e  reg u l at i o n s . I s u b s c r i b e w h o l e - he art ed l y  to t h e  t h eory 
t h at edu c at i on i s  good  for yo u .  I n  f act i t  i s  i mperat i v e .  I agree w i th Ms Cour noy e a ' s  a s s e s sment  
t h at ed u c at i o n i s  n ot o n l y  c l a s s r oom e d u c at i o n , i t  i s  far w i der . I a l s o  i n s i s t th at t h e  p ro p er u s e  
o f  a l coho l i s  a l so g o o d  for you and m i s u se o f  i t  i s  b a d  for you . Yet we c a n n o t  d o  anyt h i n g  t h ere 
and i t  s hows  a l ack of  co n s i s tency ,  t o  me , at  l e a st . 

I r e a l l y  t h i n k  i t  i s  r egrett ab l e  t h at af t e r  t ry i ng  t o  s e l l t h e  p roduct  of edu cat i o n for  as m any 
ye ars  as we h av e ,  t h at we h ave n o t  come up w i th a b ett er prod uct t h at s e l l s  i t s e l f .  In  a 
p r e sent at i o n t o  t he  M i n i s t er  and s ome ot h e r  peop l e ,  I d i d  l i ken  ed u c at i o n t o  a comm o d i ty wh i c h we 
are  t ryi n g  t o  s e l l ,  much  as many ot her commo d i t i e s , i n c l ud i n g  someth i n g  as s i mp l e  as a c an of 
b e a n s . I f  yo u are a mer c h ant  and you do not s e l l yo u r  cans  of beans , I am s ure  t h at yo u do not 
r e s o rt to l eg i s l at i on to fo rce  yo ur pot e n t i a l c u stomers  to b uy them . You  wo u l d  prob ab l y  g et a 
d i f ferent b r and  or at l ea s t  c h ange  t he  rec i pe so t hey l i k ed  i t  a l i t t l e  bett e r . I h a ve had 
a s s u rances  fr om the M i n i s ter  t h at i n deed  t he rec i pe i s  b e i ng c h an ged . I am gr e at l y  e n c o u raged by 
t h at .  For the f i rs t  t i me I am somewh at ent h u s i ast i c  about and conf i d en t  i n  what we  c an d o  w i t h  
e d u c at i o n i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I agree w i t h  Mr . MacQu arr i e  t h at i t  i s  n ot a " o ne o r  t h e  o t h er " 
appro ach . It i s  n ot " E i t he r  we improve  t h e  ed u c at i o n  or we h a v e  compu l s ory b ut yo u ce rt a i n l y  can ' t  
h av e  both . "  

I wo u l d  l i ke to  j u st i l l u s t r ate  perh aps why we are not  d o i ng  a v ery good s e l l i ng j o b  on t h i ngs . At 
a very rec e nt reg i o n a l  e d u c at i o n conference  for t h e K i t i kmeot Re g i o n  h e l d  i n  C ambr i d ge  B ay ,  wh i ch I 
at t e nded , we h ad an e d u c at i on offi c i a l  come t o  us s u g g es t i n g  t h at t he  e ntrance  req u i rement s  for o u r  
s t u d ent s i nt o  S i r  J o h n F ran k l i n  s ch oo l  s h o u l d  b e  m ade  st r i ct e r , th at the  s t u d en t s  s hou l d  on l y  be 
a l l owed i f  t h ey h ad good  at t e n dance  and  t h e goo d at t e n d ance  t h at wa s  be i n g  s u ggest e d  t o  u s  at t h i s  
r eg i o n a l  e d u c at i o n conference  was  t h at a s t udent  shou l d  h ave  at l ea st  80 p e r  cent - - not  l e ss t h an 
8 0  per  cent at tendan c e .  

N o w ,  I s u bm i t  t o  yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman , i n  s e c t i on 98 . 2 ( 1 ) ,  where i t  s ays t h at w here a c h i l d  i s  ab sent  
f o r  a tot a l  of fou r d ays  i n  any mont h ,  th at i s  pre c i se l y  80 per cent . It  i s  not a v ery good  
s e l l i ng job  when  we  ar r i ve at  such  a reg i on al c o n fere nce , t o  s ay ,  on  the  o n e  h an d , t h at 80  per  cent  
att e n d ance  i s  good e n o u g h  for you to  get i nto  S i r  John  F r an k l  i n  b ut  i t  i s  a l s o  bad  en o u g h  to l a nd  
you  i n  c o u rt i f  yo u do  n o t  comp l y  w i t h t h i s  act . F o ur d ays per  mo nth h appens  to  be  80  per  c e nt . 
Th at i s  j u s t  n ot a very  good  s e l l i n g job  o f  the  p ro d u ct . 

Member's Support  I s  Re l u ct ant  

I app l aud  t h e  i ntent  of t h i s  act . I h av e  fu l l  conf i d ence  in  the  M i n i ster  t h at h e  w i l l  carry i t  
o u t . I a l  s o  accept  t h at -i t i s  n ot t he  i ntent t o  u se t h e  co urt system fu l l y  but  I do want to  
c a ut i o n ev erybody th at good  i nt ent s and M i n i sters  d o  not  l ast  as  l o ng  a s  l eg i s l at i on d oes . I t h i n k 
w e  h ave  seen  t h at qu i te recent l y .  B ecau se  of the  c han ges  t h at h ave been m ade and  t h e  c o nf i d ence  I 
h av e  i n  an i mprov i n g c urr i c u l um and s c h oo l sys t em - - I am s u r e  t h at th i s  m ay come as a s ur p r i s e  to 
t h e  M i n i s t er but I am prepared  to re l u c t a n t l y  s u pport t h i s act to amend . I t  i s  not  w i t h o ut s ad n e s s  
t h at I do  s o  and I m ay s ay th at i f  t he  mot i o n - - who s e  ev er  i t  i s  - - wh i ch i s  b e i ng c i rcu l at ed 
amo n g s t  us p as s e s , I m i ght  even w i t h d r aw t he re l uct ant . So , M r .  C h a i rman , I t h i n k w i th t h o s e  
c omment s I ' l l s h u t  u p . Th a n k  yo u .  

C H A I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - S h e e ) :  Th an k you . Mr . Gargan . 
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MR . GARGAN: Mr . Chai rman, I beli eve there are st i ll other Members who wanted to make general 
comments and I w i ll g i ve them the opportun i ty f i rst . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Mr . R i chard . 

MR . RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. I support the b i ll .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Are you prepared to g i ve any reasons why? 

---Laughter 

Mr . Gargan, do you w i sh to proceed at th i s  t i me? 

MR . GARGAN: Thank you, Mr . Cha i rman . I just wanted to say f i rst of all that I d id  wri te to all 
the Members i n  fact w i th regard to compulsory educat i on .  I also told the Members that we as 
legi slators should look at why students are not attendi ng school. I just want to say at th i s  t i me, 
Mr. Chai rman, th at I certai nly heard a l ot of the whys . We know that there are a l ot of 
def i c i enc i es now i n  the educat i on system .  I also reali ze, Mr . Cha i rman, that I w ill not be getti ng 
the support i f  I d i d  make a mot i on agai nst thi s part i cular bi ll .  I would li ke to tell the Members 
that I fully support the i r  comments and that they are w i th i n reason. 

I al so would li ke to say that I am not go i ng to oppose the b i ll but I would rather absta i n from 
i t. I would also li ke at th i s  t i me, Mr . Chai rman, i f  I may, make a moti on of recommendat i on .  

Mot i on That Exec ut i ve Counc i l  Mon i tor, Evaluate And Report On  Compulsory Educat i on 

Mr . Cha i rman, I would recommend to the Execut i ve Coun c i l  that i t  mon i tor and evaluate the i ssue of 
compulsory educat i on and i ts i mplementat i on i n  the commun i t i es and report to this House no later 
than the fall sess i on 1986 of the 10th Leg i slat i ve Assembly. Thank you, Mr . Chai rman . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Your mot i on i s  i n  order . Do you wi sh to speak to the mot i on at thi s 
t i me, Mr. Gargan? 

MR. GARGAN: Mr . Chai rman, I real i ze that thi s  part i cular act w i ll come i n to effect shortly after 
i t  has been passed. It w i ll have thi rd read i ng here . How effect i ve w i ll compulsory educat i on be 
i f  i t  i s  en forced or not enforced is  a concern of m i ne. In order for i t  to be work ab le i t  has to  
be  supported by the commun i t i es .  I t  i s  li ke Mr. Pedersen sai d, i f  i t  i s  the LEAs that are go i ng to 
i mplement thi s  part i cular amendment and i t  i s  not supported by the commun i t i es, i t  w i ll not work . 
For th i s  reason I would li ke to see that poss i bly wi th i n a year the Execut i ve Coun c i l  would be able 
to c ome up w i th some k i nd of an evaluati on that says whether i t  d i d  work or not . The whys and 
whats of why i t  d i d  not work . So, if i t  is go i ng to be i mplemented I would li ke to see whether i t  
i s  workable. Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the mot i on .  Mr. Wray. 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Yes, Mr. Cha i rman . I wonder i f  the Member would cons i der changi ng the date on 
his mot i on because if it is the fall of 1986, the problem is that we are already half way through 
the school year . By the t i me you get i t  i mplemented i n  some commun i t i es i t  i s  not go i ng to be 
unt i l  February or March . So, you are only go i ng to have about two months' f i gures and then next 
summer you are only goi ng to have about one month' s f i gures to judge i t  by. You are not go i ng to 
have any s i gn i f i cant t i me to judge the suc cess of the program by. If i t  was the spr i ng of 1987 or 
the fall of 198 7, then you would have a whole school year by wh i ch to judge i t .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee ) :  Mr. Wray, i f  you w i sh, you can make an amendment to the mot i on, because a 
Member can not amend hi s own mot i on, but somebody else li ke you could . Mr . Wray . 

Mot i on To Amend Mot i on That Execut i ve Coun c i l , Mon i tor, Evaluate And Report On Compulsory Educat i on, 
Carr i ed 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I would make a mot i on to amend. A mot i on that we subst i tute 198 7 for 198 6, to  
allow for an en t i re school year. 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Just a li ttle Engl i sh grammar there. Correct io n  from the teacher . 

---Laughter 
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C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - Shee ) : Mr . Wr ay ,  yo ur  amendment i s  i n  ord er . To the  amendmen t .  

AN HON . MEM BER : Q u e s t i on .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - Sh e e ) :  Quest i o n h as been ca l l ed .  A l l t h o s e  i n  fav o u r ?  Opposed , i f  any? The  
ame ndment i s  c arr i ed .  

- - - C arr i ed 

Mot i on Th at Exe c u t i ve Counc i l  Mon i to r ,  Ev a l u ate  And Report  On C omp u l sory Educat i o n ,  C ar r i ed As 
Ame nded 

To the mot i o n as ame nded . Que st i on has  been ca l l ed .  A l l tho se  i n  fav o u r ?  Opposed , if  any?  The  
mot i on as ame nded i s  c ar r i ed .  

- - - Carr i ed 

Does t he  c ommi t t ee w i sh  to r eport progress  at t h i s  t i me  or go c l au se by c l au se ?  Mr . Mc C a l l um .  

MR . BALLANTYNE : P rogres s .  

MR . M acQUARR I E :  He wants  to be i n  t h e  s ame Hans ard th at t he rest  of u s  are i n .  

MR .  McCAL L U M :  wou l d  j u st l i ke to be  ab l e  to s ay t h at I am g o i ng to s u p port t h e  b i l l  too . I was  
g o i ng  to dec l are a conf l i c t of i n t erest  f i r st . I o r i g i n a l l y  st arted th e ed u c at i on b i l l  wi t h  
compu l sory ed u c at i on .  I am a s c hoo l  drop - out . I am a t e acher  from the  South  a nd  I h ave been a 
teacher  so I was  go i n g to dee l are a conf l i ct of i nterest  i n  th i s  wh o l e  th i ng but  I am fo r the  b i l l  
too . 

- - -Ap p l au se 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . W a h - S h e e ) :  C l au se by c l au s e . 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Progres s .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - S h e e ) :  Th ere i s  n o  mot i o n .  

MR . P UDLUK : I move . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - Shee ) :  Mr . Pu d l u k . 

MR . P UDLUK : Y e s ,  Mr . Spe aker , I mo ve  t h at we report progre s s . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  W a h -Sh ee ) :  The mot i on i s  not debat ab l e  to report progre s s . A l l t ho se i n  f av o u r ?  
Opposed , i f  any? Mot i on i s  carr i ed .  

- - - C ar r i ed 

I wi l l  repo rt progre s s . 

MR . SPEAK E R : Mr . Wah -Shee . 

I TEM 16 : R E PORT O F  COMM I TTE E OF THE WHOLE  

R E PORT OF  COMMI TTEE  O F  THE  WHOL E  O F  B I L L 3 - 85 ( 3 ) , E DUCAT I ON  ACT 

MR . WAH- SHEE : Mr . Spe ak e r ,  yo ur  comm i ttee has been co n s i d er i ng B i l l  3 -85 ( 3 }  and wi s he s  to repo rt  
progre s s .  B i l l  7 - 85 ( 3 )  and Mot i o n  1- 85 ( 3 )  are  rec ommen d ed for  f u rther co ns i de r at i o n .  



- 178 -

Motion To Accept Report Of Committee Of The Who l e ,  Car r i ed 

Mr . Speaker , I move that the report of the committee of the who l e  be concurred wi th .  

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr . Wah- Shee . Members have heard the report of the chai rman of the 
committee of the who l e .  Are you ag reed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Carried 

MR . S PEAKER: Are there any an nouncements from the fl oor? Mr . Pud luk . 

MR . PU DLUK: Mr . Speaker , I have a good reason to make a mot i on to report progre s s .  I wo n der if  I 
cou l d  get unanimous co nsent to move back to Item 10 , notices of motion ?  

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Ag reed . 

MR . SPEAKER : Are there any nays? 

- - -Ag reed 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Pud l u k ,  you have unanimous con sent . Go ahead . 

I TEM 10 : NOT ICES OF MOT I ON 

Notice Of Motion 8- 85(3) : Air Tax 

MR . PUDL UK : Thank you very much . (Transl ation ) I wil l be speaking i n  I nuktitut . I wil l just read 
the paragraph : Now therefore ,  be it reso l ved that the Legi�l ative Assemb l y  of the Northwest 
Territories hereby requests the federal government to rescind the n i ne per cent tax as i t  app l i es 
to air travel to , fr om and within the Northwest Terr i tor i es, and to reinstate t he thirty do l lar  
maximum for this region of  Canada . 

- - -Laughter 

MR . SPEAKER : We are on I tem 10 , notices of motion .  

MR . PUDL UK:  Oh , I fo rgot . was just making a notice that I wou l d be so moving i t  on October 
25th , Friday , 198 5 .  Thank you . 

- - -Laughter 

MR . S PEAKER: Agreed . Item 12, motions .  Are there announcements from the fl oor? Mr . Clerk , 
announcements and orders of the day , p l ease . 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr . Hami l ton) : Announcements, Mr . Speaker . There wi l l  be a meeti ng of the 
standing committee on finance tomorrow morn i ng at 9: 30 . There w i l l  be a meeti ng of the s pec i al 
committee on housing at 11 : 00 tomorrow morning . 

I TEM 18 : ORDERS OF  THE DAY 

O rders of the day for Thursday , October the 24th , 1985 . 

l .  Prayer 

2 .  Members ' Rep l ies 

3 .  Ministers ' Statements 

4 .  Oral  Questions  

5 . Written Questions  



6 .  Ret u rn s  

7 .  Pet i t  i o n s  

8 .  

9 . 

Report s 

Tabl i n g  

Not i ce s  

of 

of 

of 
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Stand i n g  and Spec i a l  Comm i tt ees 

Doc ument s 

Mot i o n  10 . 

1 1 .  

12 .  

Not i c e s  o f  Mot i on for F i r s t  Read i n g  of B i l l s  

Mot i o n s  

13 . F i r s t  Read i n g  o f  B i l l s 

14 . Seco n d  Read i n g  of B i l l s  

15 . Con s i d erat i o n  i n  Colffil i ttee of the  Who l e  of B i l l s  and Other  Matters : B i l l  3-85(3) ; B i l l 
7- 85(3} ; Mot i on 1-85(3) 

1 6 . Report o f  Comm i t tee of the Who l e  

1 7 . Th i rd Read i n g of B i l l s  

18 . Orders  of t he  Day 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you ,  Mr . C 1 erk . I w i l 1 have a paper sent arou nd tomorrow as k i n g ev ery Member 
wh ether or not they are g o i n g  to repl y to the Comm i s s i o ner ' s  Address  and gi v e  us a rou g h  est i mat e 
of t he  t i me t h ey are go i n g  to requ i re so  that I can set the  hours  for t h i s  weekend i f  I am to t ry 
and do as the House  has d i rected -- comp 1 et e the  bu s i ness  of th e Ho u s e  by Monday . Wi t ho u t  some 
k now l ed ge of h ow l on g  we are g o i n g  to be on repl i es I real l y  do not k now so p l ease g i ve th i s  some 
t hou ght so  that yo u can put down a reasonabl y acc u rate f i g u re tomor row mor n i n g  when t h e  paper i s  
pas sed arou n d . Th i s  Hou se stan ds adj ourned  u n t i l Th ur sday, October 24th , at 1 : 00 p . m .  

---ADJOURNMENT 
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