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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1985 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): 0 God, if Your Spirit be in us; if our minds be ready; our hands 
strong; we will work together, leaving behind every small and selfish motive, to care for this good 
land and to build a ·just and peaceful society to Thy glory. Amen. 

Speaker's Opening Remarks 

Please be seated. Just a short explanation of what has happened thus far this morning. We have 
duplicated as far as possible a formal opening the way we would normally open the House. However, 
the Mace is not in the position that it would normally be on top of the table on top of the two 
cushions because then we would be in formal session. We tried to duplicate it as closely as 
possible to show you the procedure that we go through to open the House. 

On behalf of the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories, I would like to welcome all of 
the youth delegates to this chamber today. This is the culmination of all your work over the past 
week and I and a 11 the Members look forward to your presentation today. In recognition of this 
event we will produce a special issue of the Debates today for all of you to be able to read and 
keep. 

I would like to welcome the Hon. Andree Champagne, Minister responsible for Youth for Canada. It 
is indeed a pleasure to have you in the North and with us today. 

---Applause 

I would like to also recognize Senator Willie Adams. Senator Adams. 

---Applause 

And Mr. Dave Nickerson, MP for the Western Arctic. 

---Applause 

Before I ask the Minister to say a few words, I understand that Valantine Elleze and Stewart Gordon 
wish to make a presentation to this Assembly. Mr. Clerk, are these people here at this time? 

MR. STEWART GORDON: As the two youngest members of the Youth Forum we wo·u l d like to present this 
plaque to the Legislative Assembly. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you very much. The inscription "The International Youth Year, presented to the 
Legislative Assembly, thank you for inviting us to have a voice, 1985, the Youth Forum 
participants." Thank you very much. 

---Applause 

I would now like to call on the Hon. Andree Champagne to say a few words. Madam Minister. 
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Address B y  The Hon. Andree Champagne, Minister Of State For Youth 
I 

HON. ANDREE CHAMPAGNE: (Speaks in Inuktitut. Translation) Mr. Speaker, honourable Members of the 
Legislative Assembly, young people who are attending this conference, ladies and gentlemen. I am 
very happy that I am able to attend this Legislative Assembly today. (Translation ends) 

I am so pleased that you have invited me to participate in this rather unique finale to what has 
been a very full week of planning and discussion on the future of youth in the Northwest 
Territories. I would particularly like to thank and congratulate the Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, 
Minister of Social Services, for his foresight and leadership in organizing this very important 
forum. As I look about this new Legislative Assembly chamber, one of the things I find most 
difficult to sort out clearly is which of you are youth delegates and which are the Assembly 
Members. 

---Laughter 

I do not have statistical proof of this but I am sure that on the average this must be one of the 
youngest legislative bodies in Canada, and this is very reflective of the sheer vibrancy of this 
territory and its people. Yours is a very democratic Assembly in the sense that its make-up 
reflects the ethnic and cultural backgrounds of your citizens and the diversity and special needs 
of its many far-flung regions. Its youthfulness also reflects accurately the reality of this 
territory, and points out the important role that your young men and women must play in shaping 
your cultural, political and economic future. 

As I travel about Canada during this International Youth Year, I stress again and again the 
importance of giving young people a chance to be heard -- of giving them an opportunity to get 
involved and to play a role in the decisions that affect their lives. If this is an important 
message in Canada as a whole, then here in the Northwest Territories it is absolutely vital. 
Almost six out of 10 citizens of this territory are 24 years of age or under. Now, let us think of 
it. This means that in only a few short years, this generat1on will be taking over much of the 
responsibility for this land and its people and the lives they will lead. 

The problems of young people here are in some respects very similar to those of youth throughout 
Canada and, indeed, in other countries as well -- problems of lack of job opportunities, of lack of 
education and training, of alcohol and drug abuse, and of crime and the social disorders that can 
arise from insufficient outlets to harness the energy and talents of youth. 

Challenges More Difficult In The North 

In some ways, the challenges you face are more difficult than they are for others. You must deal 
with the realities of remoteness, of harsh climate and of continuing underemployment. Your 
territorial government and the federal government are working hard and continuously to solve the 
problems that these conditions impose. But governments cannot accomplish these tasks alone. They 
need the whole-hearted participation of citizens, of community leaders and of the particular 
qualities of vitality and determination that youth can provide. Business and industry have a role 
to play as well. They have a stake in our communities too, and one of the themes that I have 
stressed throughout this year is the importance of participation by the private sector in community 
development and in making use of the talents and energies of the young. 

Given the opportunity, young people do respond and do get involved. My Ministry has just completed 
a nation-wide survey of youth projects and the results are very impressive. We did this survey to 
help give us ammunition, should it be needed, to convince doubters of the importance and the real 
value of youth participation in society. We also wanted to study youth activities carefully so 
that we can tailor our programs and our support along the most constructive possible lines. 

We found young people actively engaged, mostly at the community level, in such diverse projects as 
"Teens Against Drunk Driving" and programs of assistance for the elderly and the mentally 
retarded. Young people are engaged in community radio broadcasting and hot-line telephone services 
to help other youths. They are working with young offenders and in crime prevention projects. 
Young Canadians have shown an entrepreneurial spirit as well, founding and running a whole range of 
small ventures -- often without any government or other subsidization. 
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The very vivid message I have received in meeting and talking with Canadian youth over the past 
year is that young people can participate very effectively when they are given the chance. They 
want a better chance to be heard. They want more of a say in the institutions that control their 
lives, and they want initiatives -- action programs in which they can participate. I think it is 
in all our interests to help them achieve these goals. 

Five Youth Forums Held Across Canada 

One of the highlights of our International Youth Year activities has been a series of five regional 
Youth Forums which have been held across Canada over the past six months. We have just completed a 
very successful final forum, in Ontario, this weekend. These forums were designed, as is this one, 
to give young people a chance to speak out and to put forward concrete proposals for action 
programs in which youth can participate. In designing and assessing the results of these forums, I 
have been ably assisted by my youth advisory committee, 24 young men and women from all walks of 
life across Canada, including David Kilabuk from the Northwest Territories. Early in the new year, 
we will be holding a National Youth Forum in Ottawa, at which time we will consolidate the findings 
and ideas put forward by the regional groups and develop concrete plans of action to enhance youth 
participation and youth action. I am looking forward to seeing some of you as part of that 
national effort. 

I must stress that our government has a long-term commitment to supporting the aspirations and the 
programs of young Canadians. International Youth Year has provided us with an excel lent platform 
from which to publicize the accomplishments and the needs of young people, but our efforts will not 
end or diminish on December 31st. 

I have read with interest the brief presented last month by your territorial government to the 
special Senate Committee on Youth. I look forward to studying the brief which you are presenting 
today at this Assembly as well as the notes from the conference. All these are invaluable in 
helping me to understand better the needs and concerns of young people from all corners of our 
country. They will help us to design and develop programs and initiatives that will help young 
people to be heard and to play a more positive and prominent role in our society. 

There has been really remarkable progress made here in the NWT in just the last few years -
progress toward responsible government, progress in economic diversification and community 
development and progress in learning to cope with the cultural shocks that have accompanied the 
advent of resource development and the influx of southerners that has accompanied it. But much 
work sti 11 lies ahead. The challenges that face your generation here in the NWT are truly 
enormous. As young leaders, you have a particularly responsible role to play. By participating 
actively in the life of your communities, by encouraging other young people to participate, and by 
serving as positive role models for the generation coming after you, you can make a significant 
contribution to the progress and development of this territory. Not only are you the future of our 
country, you are very much part of our present. Please never forget it. 

I have confidence that you will succeed, just as I have confidence in the young people I have met 
all across this country. My best wishes to you and thank you once again for allowing me to 
participate in this historic meeting. Thank you very much. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam Minister. I will call on Mr. McLaughlin. Mr. Minister. 

Comments By The Hon. Bruce McLaughlin 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: _ Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last night I said I would be brief with my 
comments today and I used my opportunity last night to speak in general on the issue because I want 
to have the opportunity today for Members of the Assembly to ask questions of the youth after they 
make their presentations. So I will be fairly brief. 

First I would like to thank very much the Hon. Andre'e Champagne for travelling to Yellowknife for 
the forum today in this Assembly. And I would like to thank you, Mr. Speaker, and your staff for 
the hard work they have done for making this opportunity available to us. And thank you in 
particular for hosting the reception Friday night for the youth. I would also like to formally now 
thank the Executive Council for their support of me in trying to get funds in the budget for this 
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event and I would like to al so thank MLAs for their support when the budget was passed. I would 
al so like to take this opportunity to congratulate all the MLAs on the excellent cha ice they made 
of youth delegates here today. 

During the week they have taken part in a drug and alcohol conference and they conducted themselves 
very we 11 . They had good attendance and I think they contributed greatly to th at conference and 
most of them learned an awful lot. After having been in on some of the meetings over the weekend, 
and I believe other MLAs also took part, I think some of us should be literally looking over our 
shoulders two or three elections down the line. I think everybody knows that approximately 60 per 
cent of the population in the NWT is under the age of 25. We probably have the youngest population 
in Canada. I believe in Pelly Bay, as the Minister of Education will remember when we did public 
hearings there, I think it was pointed out to us in that community, that 52 per cent of the 
population was 12 and under. So we have a very large population of youth and up and coming youth 
in our jurisdiction. It is very important that we pay attention to that. The age group that is 
involved this weekend, the 16 to 25 year olds, represents 27 per cent of the residents of the NWT. 

We also know some of the sad statistics, such as: 60 per cent of the sentencing by the courts goes 
to young males between the ages of 16 and 25; we have the highest suicide rate amongst youth in 
Canada; we have the highest rates of tobacco smoking and alcohol abuse amongst youth in Canada. 
There are many problems facing youth in the NWT. I would like to thank all the Members here and 
the youth for working toward this opportunity for you to be able to present to myself and to you, 
Mr. Speaker and the honourable federal Minister and the rest of the MLAs, your problems and 
outlines of what you think the solutions are for those problems. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. At this time we will resolve into committee of the whole 
with Mr. Wah-Shee in the chair. At this time now the floor will be open to the delegates and to 
your representatives. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

Consideration In Committee Of The Whole Of Presentations By Delegates To Youth Forum 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): The committee will come to order. I would like to ask the Minister for 
Health and Social Services to introduce the witnesses. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHL IN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. There are five youth delegates who will be makinq 
a presentation this morning and I would like to introduce them by name and constituency. Starting 
on your right, Mr. Chairman, Sandy Kim representing Yellowknife Centre, Sam Qavvik representing 
Hudson's Bay, Francis Piugattuk representing Iqaluit, Jerry Paulette representing Slave River and 
Sabrina Dragon representing Rae-Lac la Martre. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. I would like to now ask Sandy Kim if she would be prepared to 
make a presentation. Sandy. 

Opening Remarks 

MS SANDY KIM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Good morninq, Madam Minister, Ministers, Members of the 
Legislative Assembly, fellow youth delegates, ladies and gentlemen. The United Nations designated 
1985 as the International Year of Youth and for the very first time in the history of the 
Legislature in the NWT the youth from all over this vast land of the Northwest Territories are 
brought together to meet this week to lend our government the first-hand observations and 
recommendations that concern us, the youth of the NWT. 

The 1985 NWT Youth Forum has afforded the young people of the North an opportunity to begin working 
on a positive lifestyle for the future. We were addressed by many resource people throughout the 
week. Areas addressed were alcohol and drug abuse, education, suicide, culture, employment, 
community mobilization, recreation, positi\<e lifestyles, justice, Young Offenders Act and other 
concerns of youth in general. Many workshops took place. Recommendations and obs1rvations were 
discussed in sma 11 groups and in large groups. The underlying statement throughout the conference 
was that we, as youth, must work together now and in the future. This presentation to the 
Legislative Assembly summarizes what we, the delegates, feel must be addressed by the Government of 
the Northwest Territories. 

Our summary of presentation is divided into four parts and I would first like to call upon Sam 
Qavvik from Igloolik to address the issues concerning social problems. 
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MR. SAM QAVV IK: I am from Sanikiluaq not Igloolik. Mr. Chairman, MLAs and Ministers, I would like 
to talk about social issues we came up with during our conference. We have three recommendations. 

1) We recommend that the Department of Social Services must provide more social workers in the 
communities for family counselling as they are unable to carry out effective counselling because of 
their workloads, that is dealing with welfare, unemployment insurance and other things. More 
emphasis should go toward suicide counselling, juvenile delinquent conselling and family problems. 

2) We further recommend that more press and media coverage should be available to the public on 
suicide prevention and intervention to promote awareness. 

3) Alcohol and drug abuse, and assaults among youth are presently serious problems. However, the 
blame should not be entirely directed toward us, as we are seeing and hearing about our local 
territorial and federal leaders being charged with similar crimes. Therefore we recommend that our 
leaders should be more aware and respectful of their actions as we look up to them as our own role 
models. 

---Applause 

Those are the three recommendations we came up with dealing with social issues. 

Resolutions From The National Native Alcohol And Drug Abuse Program Conference 

Our resolutions from the NNADAP conference are: 

1) Whereas the Alcohol and Drug Co-ordinating Council is the advisory body to the GNWT and the 
Government of Canada; and whereas there is no youth representative on the ADCC of the GNWT; be it 
resolved that a position on the ADCC be created and guaranteed to allow youth representation. 

2) Whereas there is no provision for youth representation on many local alcohol and drug program 
boards; be it resolved that the GNWT, the Government of Canada and the ADCC make provision for 
youth representation at the local alcohol and drug program board level. 

3) Whereas the GNWT presently contributes $1. 5 mi 1 1  ion to alcohol and drug programs within the 
NWT; and whereas the Government of Canada presently contributes $2. 9 million to alcohol and drug 
programs within the NWT; be it resolved that the GNWT increase or exceed funding to match "dollar 
for dollar" Government of Canada contributions for all alcohol and drug programs within the NWT. 

4) Whereas the GNWT has committed $149, 000, for four months effective October 17, 1985, for a 
youth alcohol and drug program; and whereas only six communities have been piloted; be it resolved 
that the GNWT initiate expansion and continuation of the youth alcohol and drug program to all 
communities within the NWT. Thank you. 

---Applause 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Sandy. 

MS SANDY K IM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The next concerns that we would like to address are 
education and employment which will be addressed by Francis Piugattuk from Igloolik. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Francis. 

MR. FRANC IS PIUGATTUK: (Translation) The Youth Forum is very thankful because we are able to 
present our recommendations to the Legislative Assembly. We would like to have your full support. 
I will be briefly talking about education and employment. (Translation ends) 

Recommendations On Education And Employment 

1) The high cost of day care is a deterrent for parents with children who wish to upgrade their 
education and training. We recommend that a separate subsidy above and beyond the training 
allowance be made available for day care services. 



- 6 -

2 )  We recommen d  th at t h e  gr ad e 1 2  d i p l oma i n  t h e  NWT b e  recog n i z e d  for emp l oyment  w i t h o u t  h av i ng 
to t ake t h e  TAB E  t e s t . I w i l l  e xp l a i n  t h i s  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r . When  we g r ad u ate  a nd we t ry to f i n d  
a j o b , t h e  peop l e  wh ere  w e  are l oo k i ng f o r  j o b s  al ways as k u s  wh at mark w e  h ad o n  o u r  TAB E t e s t . 
do not  t h i n k we n e ed a TAB E  t e s t  b ec au se  we gr ad u ate  f r om a N o r t hwe s t  Terr i to r i e s  h i gh s choo l . 

3 )  We rec omme nd t h at more f u n d i ng be av a i l ab l e  for s pec i al ed u c at i on for t h o se who d rop o ut of  
s c h o o l w i t h  l e ar n i ng d i ff i c u l t i e s ,  to f i n d  t h e i r  way t o  ad u l t  ed u c at i o n progr ams : a )  dev e l op i n g  
s pec i al  ed u c at i on p rog r ams ; b )  ad v e rt i s i ng to promote  awar e n e s s  o f  t h e se av a i l ab l e  programs . 

4 )  B e c au se  of t h e  l ack  of f am i l i a r i z at i o n amo ng t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  commu n i t i es abo ut t h e  b i g ge r  
s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  l ar ger  commu n i t i e s ,  we recommen d  h av i ng a repre s e n t at i v e fr om schoo l s  trav e l l i ng 
t h r o u gh t h e  sma l l c ommu n i t i e s ,  g i v i ng o r i e n t at i o n s e s s i o n s  o n  t h e  c o u r ses  av a i l ab l e , l i fe s ty l e s ,  
e t c . W e  l i v e  i n  sma l l commu n i t i e s and  we d o  not  k n ow  wh at t h e  b i g g e r  commun i t i e s are l i k e .  W h e n  
w e  f i r s t  go t o  h i gh s c h oo l , we do  n o t  k n ow wh at i s  h ap pe n i ng a r o u nd u s  bec au se t he e n v i ro nment  i s  
s o  d i fferent . We  wo u l d  l i k e peop l e  to come to  the  c ommun i t i e s  to t e l l u s  wh at i t  i s  ab o u t  so t h at 
we w i l l  be p r ep ared for the ch a n ge s  we h ave to go t h r o u g h . 

5 )  Emp l oyme n t . Due  to t h e  l ack  of emp l oyment  amo n g s t  yo u t h ,  and d ue to t he  l ack of ap propr i at e  
s k i l l s i n  t h e  on l y  j o b s  av ai l ab l e ,  an d due t o  t he  l ac k  of econom i c  bas e s , part i c u l ar l y  i n  sma l l er 
c ommu n i t i e s ,  we recomme nd t h at t h e  governme n t  s h o u l d  p ro v i de more i n c en t i ves  to northern a n d  
s o u t h e r n  bu s i n e s s e s  to c reat e  more  s k i l l ed po s i t i o n s  fo r yo u t h  i n  t h e  commun i t i e s .  N o t  on l y  to  
h i re t h em as l ab o u re r s ,  b u t  a l so to t r a i n t h em w i th  the  n e c e s s ary s k i l l s to be ab l e  to go  i n to t h e  
v ar i o u s  t r ade s . 

T h e s e  are al l t h e  recomme n d at i o n s  we h ave  o n  ed u c at i o n and emp l oymen t . 

- - -App l au s e  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  W ah - S h ee ) : Th ank  yo u .  S andy . 

M S  SAN DY K I M :  Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . Th e next  co n c er n  we h a v e  i s  on ed u c at i o n and cu l t u r e  and 
we wou l d  l i k e J e rry P au l ette  to  ad d r e s s  i t .  He i s  t he yo uth  c o-o r d i n ator represent i ng S l ave 
R i v e r . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - S h e e ) :  Th an k yo u .  Jerry . 

R ecomme n d at i o n s  O n  C ro s s - C u l t u r a l  E d u c at i o n 

M R . J ERRY  PAU L E TTE : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . I n  o u r  meet i ng s  t h at we att ended  th i s  we ek , we 
d i s c u s s ed many i s s ue s . C u l ture  of t h e  abor i g i n al peop l e  of t h e  Terr i to r i es was one  of t he  i s s ue s  
w e  d i s c u s s ed , c u l t u re  re l at i ng t o  ed u c at i o n .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  ed u c at i o n a l system i n  t h e  NWT ,  t h e r e  
i s  a n e ed to i m p l ement  c o u r ses of t he  abor i g i n al peo p l e ' s  c u l t u r al b e l i ef s  a n d  v al u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
h i s t o ry  and p r e s e n t  s t r u g g l e s ;  p o l i t i c a l , econom i c a l , c u l t u r a l  and so c i a l . Th e cu l t u r a l  v a l u e s  and  
s t r u g g l es are r e l ev ant to t he  yo u ng peop l e ,  to be i ng more u nd e r s t a n d i ng and re spectfu l  of  e ac h  
o t h e r ' s  cu l t u r e , wh i c h  wi 1 1  br i n g t he  yo un g peop l e  tog e t h e r  f o r  a g o o d  an d a un i ted  fut u r e  fo r al l 
p eo p l e  of t h e  N o r t hwe s t  Terr i t o r i e s .  

Rec omme n d at i on o n e . Th ere i s  a n eed for the  c ommu n i t i es and t h e  n ew l y  ap po i n t ed c i v i l  s erv ant� a n d  
Gov e r nment  o f  t h e  NWT emp l oyee s t o  fam i l i ar i z e t h ems e l v e s  wi t h  e a c h  ot her . Th e Yo u t h  Forum 
recommends  t h at t h e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  and  t h e  Government  of the  NWT emp l oyees be g i ven a c r o s s 
c u l t u r a l  aw ar e n e s s  or i e n t at i on befo r e  they res ume t h e i r  du t i e s ,  and t h at t h e s e  cro s s - c u l t u r a l 
o r i e n t at i on p r og r ams be e s t ab l i s h ed and i m p l ement ed i n  a l l of t he c ommun i t i es i n  t h e  NWT .  

Recomme n d at i o n t wo .  We  recomme nd to t h e  Gover nme n t  of  the  NWT  t'h at t he abor i g i n al peop l e ' s 
c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  and  be l i ef s  be i mp l eme n t ed i n  t h e  pr e s e n t  sc h o o l  sys t em as an opt i o n a l cou r s e  to 
e n h ance mut u al u nd e r s t an d i ng and r e s pect  between  t h e  v a r i o u s  c u l t u r al g ro up s  i n  t h e  NWT .  

C u l t u r a l  Aware n es s ,  O b s er v at i o n s  

1 )  I d e n t i ty c r i s i s  d u e  t o  t he  l ac k  of c u l t ur al awar e n e s s  i n  n at i ve yo u t h s .  

2 )  D ue  to a l ack  of c u l t u r al aware n e s s  i n  t he  s c h oo l  sys t em i n  wh i ch the  c u l t ure of E uro -Can ad i a n s  
o n l y  i s  t a u g h t , th i s  co n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  prob l ems o f  yo u n g  ab o r i g i n a l  peop l e  i n  t he  NWT . The s e  are 
a l c o h o l i sm ,  s u i c i d e ,  c r i m i n a l offence s ,  and f am i l y  b r e ak - u p . 
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3) Native youth recognize s that language  is an important link to th eir cultural belief s ,  yet 
aboriginal language s  are not b eing implemented in most NWT s c hools. 

4) Most teach ers are unaware of th e aboriginal people ' s  cultural values and b elief s ,  th e r e for e 
s ections 54 to 5 9  in th e Education Act are not being appli ed.  

I would like to read some secti ons of  th e Education Act to you. This was proc l aimed and enfor c e d  
July 1 ,  1 97 7. Education Act, Part I I I , Conduct of Schools , Language o f  Instruction. "Section 
5 7 ( 1 ) : In planning th e school prog r am for an education di strict , th e sc h ool principals of th e 
dis trict and t h e  su perintendent for that district s h all be guided by the wi s h e s  of the voters of 
th e di strict as  expres s ed by th e local education authority. Sect i on 5 7 ( 2) :  Th e school staff shall 
utilize aspects of the loc al cultures in th e curriculum, cur riculum material and teaching metho d s  
of th e schools and th e principal s hall consult with and b e  guided b y  the local education authority 
in planning such utilization. Section 5 8. The per sons res ponsible for s electing profe s sio n al and 
non- profe s sional staff for th e education sy stem of th e Territorie s s hall end eavour to achiev e and 
maintain in the staff in every education di strict a repre sentation of ethnic and cultural 
background s that re flects th e ethnic  and cultural variations of th e population of th e d i strict , to 
the extent that qualified personnel are available. " Those are s e ctions 5 7  and 5 8 of th e Education 
Act ,  Part I I I ,  whi c h  relate s to culture. 

5) Native youth recognizes  that resource  people for cu l tural awar ene s s  programs are available in 
each community , but are not b eing utilized. 

6) Th e Gov ernment of th e NWT recognizes th e five aboriginal languag e s ,  yet th ey are not guarante e d  
i n  th e educational sy stem. 

7 )  We , th e aboriginal youth of th e Territorie s ,  realize that we hav e lost a lot of our cultural 
values and beliefs  due to rapid colonization, th erefore cultural awareness  programs in th e s chool 
system wi l l  ensur e  that th e s e  cultural va l ues  and beliefs  are retained. 

8) Th e hi stor i cal background of North American aboriginal people ' s  part in history-making of thi s  
country s h ould b e  considered and ad dre s s ed. 

Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker . 

- - -Applause  

C HA I RMAN (Mr. Wah -Sh e e) : Thank you. Sandy. 

MS SANDY K IM :  Thank you ,  Mr. C h airman. The last p e r son we have is Sab rina Dragon. She will 
addre s s  th e Hou s e  on a plan of action for all th e s e  recommendations . Thank you . 

C HA I RMAN (Mr. Wah -Shee) : Thank you. Sabrina. 

MS SAB R INA  ffiAG0N : Good morning , ladies and gentlemen. Wh en our group wa s fi rst called tog eth e r , 
we came to th e Legi slative A s s embly as indi viduals , for th e most part, r ep r e senting concerns from 
our communities.  What has happened ov er th e la st week is we now hav e a group of people from ac ro s s  
th e North west  Ter ritories that h ave proclaimed that th ey want to become involv ed in all aspects of 
local, regional and territoria l government. What we have for you are recommendations that we feel 
will aid in this proc e s s. 

B oard Appointments 

Th e first one is for th e- territorial lev el and it is r egarding board appointments. Youth Forum 
d elegate s recognized  that we are th e future of tomor row and we will be living with th e conseque n c e s  
of d e e  is  ions made today. There fore , we recommend that provi sion b e  made for the ap pointment o f  
youth to all GNWT board s. W h en this was fir st brought  u p  in our group , one o f  th e first  que stions 
was ,  why would I as  a 17 or  18 year old want to sit on the Water B oard ? In answer to that we h ad 
Mr. Patrick Simon from Fort Re solution wh o brought out th e Slave  Riv er hydro proj ect. Thi s is 
something wh ere a proj e ct may well affect the li ves of many of us in th e Northwest Territori e s ,  
e s p e cia l ly tho s e  in th e We st,  and we feel as a group  that we must have th e op portunity to be a part 
of d e ci sions that w i ll affect us  in 1 0 ,  2 0 ,  30  years f r om now. 
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P l an O f  Act i o n 

As a g r o u p , we h av e  come u p  w i t h  a p l  an of act i o n th at we fee l  mu s t  be i m p l ement ed by the  
Go ver nmen t  of  the  Northwest  Terr i t o r i e s . We  h ave b ro u ght  o ut s e ver a l  rec omme n d at i o n s ,  b ut i f  you 
are u n ab l e  to fo l l  ow t h r o u g h  wi t h  some of tho s e , th i s  i s  one th  at we do  want fo 1 1  owed th r o u g h . We 
r e c omme n d  1 )  t h at a n  NWT yo uth  s ec ret a r i at be  e s t ab l i s h ed . We f u r t h er r e comme n d  2) t h at t h e  
s e c re t ar i at ' s  st aff co n s i s t  o f  o n e  t er r i t or i a l yo ut h  co -ord i n ator , o n e  h e ad qu a r t e r s  s u p p o r t  st aff 
a nd f i ve r eg i o n al yo ut h  off i ce r s .  The i d e a  t h at we u s ed to c ome up  w i t h  t h i s  p ropos a l  i s  a l o ng t h e  
l i n e s  of  t he  reg i o n a l  re c r e at i o n off i c er s ,  wh ereby t h e i r man d a t e  i n  p art  i s  to  go i nto  t he  
c orunu n i t i es a n d  e s t ab l i s h c ommu n i ty r e c r e at i on b o ards  and t h erefore ,  we  f u r t h er r e c omme n d  3 )  th at 
t h e  ina n d at e of the sec ret ar i at be fo rm at i o n of yo u t h  co u n c i l s ,  c l u b s ,  gro u p s , etc . ,  i n  ev ery 
c ommu n i ty i n  t h e  N ort h we s t  Terr i t or i e s .  We f u rt h er r e comme nd t h at the man d ate  of the s e c ret ar i at 
b e  p r o v i s i on of i nfo rmat i o n reg a rd i n g l o c a l , reg i o n a l , terr i to r i a l , n at i o n a l and i n t e r n at i o n a l  
i s s u e s . W e  f u r t h e r  recomme nd t h at t h e  mandat e  o f  t h e  s ec retar i at be  f ac i l i t at i on o f  wo r k s hop s 
c o n c e r n i n g yo u t h  at t h e  l oc a l , reg i o n a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  l ev e l . I n  ad d i t i o n ,  t he  mand at e wo u l d  
i n c l u de t r an s mi s s i on of l o c a l  yo u t h  c o u n c i l  c o n cer n s  to t he  appropr i ate  l ev e l s  of governme n t . We 
f u r t h e r  recommend  4 )  t h at peop l e  h i red wi th i n  t h e  secret ar i at be yo u n g  nor t h e r n e r s  i nv o l v ed wi t h  
c o n c e r n s  o f  yo ut h .  W e  f u r t h er r e c omme n d  5 )  t h at t h e  secret ar i at b e come effect i ve as o f  Apr i l 1 ,  
1 986 . And l a s t , b ut  not  l e as t , we f u r t h e r  recomme nd 6 )  t h at a rev i ew of t h e  NWT  yo uth  s e c r et a r i at 
man d at e  t ake  p l ace on a year l y  b as i s .  

R e q u e s t  F o r  R e s o u rce  P er s o n  I n  E ac h  Commu n i ty 

Th i s  s ec re t a r i at i s  s omet h i ng v e ry d e ar to the  h e ar t s  o f  50  d e l e g at e s . We re a l i ze t h  at we were  
cho s e n  by  our  MLAs  fo r many  d i fferent  reaso n s  an d we  are not nece s s ar i l y  rep r e s e n t i n g t h e  co ncern s  
of  peop l e  i n  o ur commu n i t i e s .  N ot every commu n i ty i n  t h e  N o r t hwest  Terr i to r i es i s  r ep r e s e n t ed . 
So , wh at we are as k i n g fo r i s  t h e  oppo r t u n i ty to h ave  a reso u r c e  pe r s o n  av ai l ab l e  to u s  i n  orde r  
t h at we m ay e s t ab l i s h c o u n c i l s  or  c l u b s  - - we h ave n ot been ab l e  t o  d ec i de ex ac t l y  wh at we want t o  
c a l l t h em - - b u t  yo u t h  g r o u p s  i n  a l l o f  our commu n i t i e s .  One  of t h e  t h i ng s  t h at we  d i s c u s sed was 
h ow ,  as  a youth g r ou p ,  we c o u l d  b eg i n  n etwor k i ng i n  our c ommun i t i e s .  At t h i s  t i me ,  t h e re are many 
yo u t h  i n  a l l t h e  commun i t i e s .  I t  h a s  been  bro u g h t  to o u r  at t e n t i o n wi t h  s t a t s  and wh at we are 
as k i ng i s  t h at we h ave the o p port u n i ty to b eg i n to r e a l i ze o u r  pot e n t i a l .  M a ny of us k n ow of many 
p eop l e  i n  ou r commun i t i e s wh o are very i n t e re s t ed i n  h e a l t h  i s s u e s , v e ry i nt er e s t ed i n  many so c i a l  
c o n ce r n s ,  r e creat i o n ,  ed u c at i o n  and  wh en we  a s k ed fo r t h e se reg i o n a l youth  off i c e r s ,  we are as k i ng  
for  someon e  to h e l p t he  peop l e  i n  o u r  commun i t i e s rea l i ze t he i r  po t e n t i a l .  Th a n k  yo u .  

- - -App l au s e  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  W ah - S h e e ) :  Th a n k  yo u .  S a n dy .  

M S  SAN DY  K I M : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch  a i rm an .  T he se  a r e  t h e  recommen d at i o n s  th at are bro u g h t  fo rward 
u n t i l  n ow ;  the o n es th at we b r o u g h t  t o get her t h i s we e k . There are j u st  i n  t h i s  r o om some 5 0  of u s  
yo u n g  peop l e  an d we h ave a po s s i b i l i ty o f  h av i n g at l e a st  50  d i ffe r e n t  pro b l em s and co n c e r n s  j u st 
b et 1veen  u s  i n  t h i s  room . U n fort u n at e l y, we are o n ly a sma l l percent age of a l l t h e  yo u ng peop l e  i n  
t h e  N o r t hwe s t  Te rr i t o r i e s . Th e refore , we can n o t  po s s i b l y  at t empt to ad d re s s  a l l t h e  prob l ems and 
c o n ce r n s  i n  a s h o rt per i o d of a wee k . \✓e are fort u n at e ,  howeve r ,  th at we h ave e ach other  i n  t h i s  
room wh o we can  de p e n d  on , t o  dev e l op and i m p l ement  o ur  own way of so l u t i o n s  to t h e s e  pro b l ems i n  
o ur own c ommu n i t i e s .  Howev e r , we c an n ot do t h i s  al on e .  We n e ed t h e  h and of o u r  l e aders who are 
s i t t i n g r i g h t  i n  t h i s  room . In  the next  few ye a r s , some of u s  may be s i t t i n g i n  yo u r  ch a i r s  mak i ng 
t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t h at affe ct yo u r  l i v e s . We wou l d  l i ke to  fo l l ow your foot s t eps  and  b r i ng o ur fe l l ow 
yo u t h  i n  t he  NWT w i t h  us a l o n g  t h e  way . P l e a s e  g i v e  u s  a ch a nce . Tremendou s wor k  obv i o u s l y  h as 
gone  i n to b r i n g i ng u s  t o get h er and  we g r e a t ly  ap prec i ate t h e  s p ot l i g h t  t h at i s  b e i ng s ho n e  u pon u s  
w i t h  t h e  de s i g n at i on o f  I n t e r n at i o n a l  Y e ar of Youth , b u t  p l e a s e  remember  th at wh en the  s pot l i q ht  
h as been  r emov ed and when we  are b ack i n  o ur commun i t i es and when  t h e  year  1 985  h as gone by ,  we are  
s t i l l  s t r u g g l i n g i n  o u r  own  commu n i t i e s wi t h  t h e  s ame con c e r n s  and  prob l em s  as we  d i d th i s  week , 
u n l e s s  t h e  rec omme n d at i on s  t h at h ave been  put  forward t o d ay are h e a rd and act ed u po n . 
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Comm i tme n t  To St and  By Recomme n d at i on s  

I n  conc l u s i o n ,  o n  beh a l f  o f  a l l t h e  yo u t h  de l eg at e s , I wo u l d  l i k e t o  s ay th at we fee l comm i t t e d  to 
s t and by t h e se rec omme n d at i o n s  to e n s ure t h at t h e se concern s  are c ar r i ed out  i n  t he  i mmed i at e  
f u t u re . Th ank  yo u . 

- - -App l au s e  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . Wah - Shee ) : Th a n k  yo u .  Th e f l o o r  i s  now open i f  t h e  Memb er s  wi s h  t o  a s k  the  
w i t n e s s e s  q ue s t i o ns  or  make  ge ner al c omment s .  Mr . B u t t er s . 

HON . TOM B UTTERS : J u s t  to c omp l i ment  a l l t he  you ng peop l e  on an exce l l e nt prese n t at i on and a ve ry 
t h o u g h t f u l p re sent at i on .  I k n ow t h at th ey h ave  worked  h ard  i n  t h e  very short  t i me th at was 
a l l o tted to t h em and t h e  report t h at t h ey h ave pro d u c ed and p re se n ted to t h i s  As semb l y  w i l l  l i v e 
many ye ar s . I t  wi 1 1  not be t ake n  l i g h t l y  and we wi l l  ex am i n e  i t  and re spond  howev er and as we 
c a n . I a l so c o n g r at u l ate t he  M i n i s t e r ,  Mr . M c L a u g h l i n , for p u t t i ng t h i s  v e ry wor t h -wh i l e progr am 
t o get her  and al l ow i n g  u s  to h av e  t h e  wi s d om and i n s i g h t  and for e s i g h t  of t he  yo u n g  peop l e  of the 
North . 

I j u st h ave  a b i t  of a c omment w i t h  r e g ard  to t h e  d i rect i on of s ome of the s u g ge s t i o ns  a n d  
recommen d at i o n s . Somehow t h e  fede r a l  M i n i s t e r  esc aped  a l ot of t he se  t a s k s  . . .  

- - - L au g h t e r  

• . .  I wo u l d  h av e . I h o p e  t h at s h e  t o o  wi l l  be  ab l e  to  p i c k u p  some of t h e  b urden  wi t h  u s  and a s s i s t 
u s  i n  at t empt i ng to ach i eve t h e se v e ry worth -wh i l e g o a l s .  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  W a h - Sh ee ) :  Th ank  yo u .  Mr s .  L awre n ce . 

MR S .  LAWR E N C E : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Th ank you v e ry much . I am very p l  e a sed t h  at we h ave the  yo u ng peop l e  
h e re wi t h  u s  to d ay .  We have  to u r ed toget h e r  t o  t he  best  of ou r ab i l i ty . Th ey t h emse l v es  k now  by 
l i v i ng i n  t h e i r  p art i c u l ar c ommun i t i es wh at t h ey n e ed and wh at t h ey wan t . T h o se of u s  s i tt i ng here 
a s  MLA s have to  g i v e t hem th e i r ch ance  to  speak and l i s t e n  to wh at t h ey have to s ay .  We h av e  t h i s  
h o n o u r ab l e  M i n i s t er Ch amp agne fr om Ott awa l i s t e n i ng to  t h em .  

Th ere  i s  s o  much  d r i n k i ng and  d r u g s  i n  t h e  v ar i ou s  c ommu n i t i es t h at we are h av i ng a l ot o f  
p rob l em s . A l o t of ou r yo u n g  peop l e , yo u n g  g i r l s and boys , are l o s i ng t h e i r  l i v e s  bec au s e  o f  t h i s  
pro b l em .  Th i s  i s  why I am v ery p l e a s ed to h ave t h e  yo uth  i n  o u r  p re sence  t o d ay .  

I n  t h e  f u t ure  i t  w i l l  b e  a good  t h i n g  I b e l i eve i f  t h e  you ng c ome and s i t  w i th u s  i n  t h e  A s s emb l y  
l i k e  th i s  an d sp e ak t h e i r  m i n d s  abo u t  wh at t h ey t h i n k i s  CJOOd for the  v ar i o u s  commun i t i e s .  Wh e n  we 
were grow i ng u p  and g o i ng to s c hoo l we n ever r e a l l y  h ad the  opport un i ty t h at the  yo uth h ave t o day 
bec au s e  we were  not a l l owed to  spe ak ou r m i n d s  o n  wh at we fe l t  wa s good fo r u s . No mat ter  wh at 
h ap pe n s  i f  you t ry your best  you w i l l  a l  w ays man age . When we were g row i ng u p  we were very poo r . 
We l i s t e n ed to o ur  re l at i v e s  an d we a l ways tr i ed to l i s t e n  to wh at e v e r  was to l d  to u s  by our 
e l d er s . Th at i s  why I am s i t t i ng h ere tod ay .  Whe n  I was a ch i l d  and my mot h er was s e n d i ng me to 
s c h oo l I h at ed t o  go to s c hoo l .  A l  t h o u g h  I d i d  not want to  I was sent  to  sc h o o l  and I am not so rry 
for i t .  S o  I c an be  s i tt i ng h ere l i ke t h i s  t o d ay .  You h ave a better c h ance  fo r an e d u c at i o n  and I 
am s ure  t h at i n  t h e  fu t u r e  yo u can  accomp l i s h th i s  and muc h  more . Th at i s  a l l I h av e  to  s ay ,  and I 
am very p l e a s ed t h at I was g i ven  t h i s  opport u n i ty to s p e ak a nd  I hope t h at t h i s  w i l l  h ap pen ag a i n .  
Th a n k  yo u ve ry mu ch . 

- - -App l a u s e  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . Wah - S h ee ) : Th a n k  yo u . Mr . R i ch ard . 

C omm i tme n t  Of  Th i s  G r o u p  I s  F an t a st i c  

M R .  R I C HARD : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . I j u s t  wanted  to  ad d my co n g r at u l at i on s  to the  
represe n t at i ve s  of  t h e  yo uth  d e l egate s .  I too fee l  i t  was an  exc e l l ent p re sent at i on a n d  I t h i nk we 
s h o u l d  be p r o u d  of ou r yo u n g  peop l e .  Very recent l y  i n  th i s  As s emb l y  we spo k e  abo u t  t h e  ed u c at i o n 
sys t em and  some of t h e  s h o r t c om i n g s  t h at some of u s  s aw i n  i t .  I t h i nk  o n  the  p o s i t i ve s i d e ,  t h e  
governmen t a n d  Memb er s  o f  t h e  As s emb l y  s h o u l d  b e  pro u d  t h at o ur  ed uc at i o n sys tem i s  pr o d u c i nCJ the  



you n g  peop l e  wh o h av e  spo ke n  to d ay .  
c r i t i c i sm of o u r  ed u c at i on sys t em . 
t u r n i ng out i n  t h e  NWT . 
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Qu i t e often  t h e  M i n i s t er of Ed u c at i on bear s t h e  b r u n t  of some 
Th i s  i s  a d ay wh en he  s h o u l d  be proud of wh at o ur s choo l s  are 

I t h i n k i t  i s  s i g n i f i c an t  t h at t h e s e  repre se n t at i v e s  d i d not h e s i t a te  to h i t  the key i s s ue s ,  d i d  
not  h o l d  b ac k . I t  i s  i mport ant for u s  t h at we k n ow wh at prob l ems are i mport ant to t h e  you ng peop l e  
a nd  I hope  t h at we do prov i d e a way , Mr . Ch a i rm an ,  to keep  t h e  mome ntum  go i n g .  I t h i n k fo r me t h e  
most  i mport ant t h i ng t h at wa s  s t a t ed t h i s  mo rn i ng wa s  t h at t h i s  g ro u p  of  peop l e  wa n t  t o  s t ay 
i nv o l v ed . For me t h at i s  very s i g n i f i c ant  and  I t h i n k we h av e  a t reme n do u s  reso u r c e  h e r e , th e s e  50  
you ng peop l e  as a n u c l e u s  o f ,  I k now ,  a m u ch l a rger group  of  yo u ng peop l e  i n  t h e  N o rt h .  I t h i n k  
t h e  comm i tment t h at yo u h av e  ex pre s s ed th i s  mor n i n g i s  fan t ast i c .  I fo r one  wi l l  s u p port  yo u r  ma i n 
r e c omme n d at i o n ,  i f  I c an c a l l i t  t h a t ,  t h at t here  be s ome sort of a s u pport s ecret ar i at e s t ab l i s h e d  
t o  a s s i s t yo u i n  st ay i n g  together  wi t h  th i s  comm i tment  so th at we as a n  As semb l y  and pe r h ap s  a 
g o v e r nment , c an t ake ad v ant age or f u l l ad v an t age of t h i s  commi tment t h at you h ave m ade . Th ank you , 
Mr . Ch a i rm an . 

- - -App l au s e  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  W ah - S h ee ) :  Th an k yo u .  Mr . Ar l o oktoo . 

MR . AR L OOKTOO : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  T h a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . I j u s t  h av e  a short  comme n t . I am very 
p l e a s ed t h at the yo uth  are h er e .  B e i ng p ar e n t s  o u r s e l ves  we are very conce r n ed abo ut our  k i d s .  I 
we l come yo ur  commen t s  very much  and  I u n d er s t an d  t h em and I wo u l d  l i k e to s upport  t h em . 

I wou l d  l i k e yo u to k n ow t h at we al l c an ' t  h av e  wh at we wan t t h r o u g h  t he  gov e r nment ,  al t h o u g h  we 
wou l d  l i ke to g i ve you wh at you wan t t h r o u gh s u p port  for yo ur  s u g g e s t  i a n s . Wh e n e ver  you h ave  
c o n c e r n s  I wo u l d  l i k e  yo u to vo i c e yo u r  co n c e r n s  to yo u r  commu n i ty repre s en t at i v e s  or commu n i ty 
c o u n c i l s  and s ay t h at you want h e l p  and n e ed h e l p .  I agree w i th wh at you want a n d  I want t o  
s u pport  yo u .  My co n s t i t u ency nee d s  al l t h e  h e l p t h at th ey c a n  get , espec i a l l y  i n  t h e  are a  of 
s u i c i d e .  I am v e ry g l ad t h at you are t ry i ng to h e l p  u s  by a s k fog  for our  h e l p .  Th ank  yo u . 

- - -Ap p l a u se  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  W a h - Sh e e ) :  Th ank  yo u .  Moses  App a q aq . 

MR . AP PAQAQ : ( Tr a n s l at i o n )  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman . I do not h ave a l ot to s ay .  Th ank  you very 
m u c h  to t he  yo u t h  de l eg ates  i n  vo i c i n g th e i r concer n s . I d i d  not t h i n k th at t h ey wo u l d  make that  
mu ch s e n se i n  t h e i r  c omment s  or t h e i r  c o n c er n s . I u n d e r s t and t h at even  t h o u gh t h ey are n ot voted  
i nt o  th i s  As s emb l y  t hey  s ho u l d  st i l l  h av e  t h e  opport u n i ty to  vo i c e the i r  co ncer n s . I t h i n k  t hey 
s h o u l d  be s i t t i ng i n  my seat . I j u st want you to k n ow how I fee l . I n  s ome of t h e  c ommu n i t i es t h e  
yo u t h  are v e r y  m i xed  u p  a n d  con f u sed . Th e i r  day i s  t h e  n i g ht a n d  th e i r  n i g h t  i s  th e day a n d  they 
do n ot k now about  t h e i r  f u t u re . Th ey are v e ry co n cer n ed , very co nfu sed . How can  we h e l p  t he  yo uth  
t o  beg i n  th e i r  future?  How  are we  go i n g to  l oo k  aft er  our k i d s  i f  t h ey s l eep du r i ng t h e  d ay and 
are out d u r i ng t h e  n i gh t ? B e c a u s e  of vo i c i ng t h e i r  c o ncer n s  i n  t h i s  Hou s e  I am s ure t h at our s e at s  
w i l l  b e  t ak e n  by t h e s e  yo u n g  peop l e tod ay wh o are s i t t i n g i n  t h i s  As s emb l y .  I wo u l d  b e  very h appy 
to s u p port a l l t h e i r  r e c ommen d at i o n s  and t h e i r  s u g ge s t i o n s  b ut r i ght  n ow we do n ot h ave m u ch mo n ey 
to  h e l p  t hem out  and we wi 1 1  be l oa k i ng  fo r mor e  f u n d i ng t hro u g h  o ur  gov e r nmen t .  I t  seems as  i f  
t h e r e  are some f u nds  s omewh ere to t ry to h e l p you w i t h . I t  i s  r e a l l y  h ard somet i mes t o  work  toward 
t h e s e  goa l s t h  at we wan t  to ach i ev e  i n  t h e  fut ur e . I wo u l d  l i k e to su pport yo u and yo u r  concern s  
e x p re s s ed for  o ur  f ut u re and for  yo ur f ut u r e .  Th ank  you  v e ry much . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - Shee ) :  Th ank  yo u .  Mr . C u r l ey .  

C o n c e r n s  E x p r e s s ed P e r s o n a l l y  Are  He l pfu l 

HON .  TAGAK CURL E Y : ( Tr an s l at i o n ) Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . I wou l d  l i ke to we l come al l t h e  yo ut h 
w h o  are here  i n  t h i s  As s emb l y  and a l so t he  M i n i s t er , And ree Ch amp ag n e . I am very h ap py  to hear  her  
o p e n i ng remar k s  so we  k n ow t h ere i s  s u p port  a 1 1  over  C a n ada  for  t he  yo ut h . I t  i s  �o i ng to be v e ry 
h e l p f u l  an d a l so me an i n g f u l to a l l t h e  peop l e  i n  C a n arl a .  I wo u l d  l i k e t o  see her  v i s i t  our  E a s ter n  
Ar ct i c  a rea  some t i me i n  t h e  f u t ure . I w a nt  to  i n v i te h er to yo ur  commun i ty.  

I t  was  v ery h e l pf u l  to h ear a 1 1  your c o n c e r n s  and al l yo ur recomme n d  at i o n s .  There are  t i  mes whe n  
we try to ex pre s s  our  concern s ab out  the  yo u t h  a n d  we do n o t  g e t  th at much h e l p .  I t  h as bee n very 
u s e f u l  now for us and  for yo u r s e l ves  t h at you c o u l d  expr e s s  yo ur  own concerns  p e r so n al l y  to u s .  We 
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w i 1 1  be suppo rting you and al so wi 1 1  be trying to answer a 1 1  your concerns about employment , about 
education. I was very happy when you spoke ab out them and also that a leader in the community 
should be recognized as an example. I am very ,  very happy that we should be a leader to our people 
that we are r epresenting and also to work with the young people toward leadership. Thank you. I 
will speak i n  English fo r a while. (Translation ends) 

Mr. Cha i rman , I am really honoured to take part in this exercise and to see all the young people 
from acro s s  the No rthwest Ter ritories , particularly ,  as I said , to have such an impo rtant federal 
Minister , who , I think , is a star of the young generation as well as  representing the interest s of 
the young people acros s  the country. I cong ratulate you and I certa i nly admire your role .  I think 
I can say yo u have a tremendous number of fans acr o s s  the country and I am sure you are going to 
develop quite a few in the Northwest Ter ritories. I do now feel much stronger in my belief that 
the young peop 1 e acro s s  the country are we 1 1  represented in Parliament and I wish you we 1 1  in yo ur  
job. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear , hear ! 

---Applause 

Government Response To Pressure From Groups 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: We have attempted to , from time to time , b ring these issues out but for s ome 
reason or the other we have never seemed to succeed in getting the mes sag e acro s s. Because you can 
do it better than we can , I am encouraging you to car ry on when you get back . You meet with u s ,  
you organize meeting s  for u s  and we will listen like we are li stening here. Politicians do not 
always have time to o rganize events in our constituencies because we have so many different 
interest groups th at want to meet with us. I am sure th at when you get back yo u wi 1 1  talk to your 
friends and try to o rganize a meeting once in a while to see whether or not the latest 
recommendations or concerns that you have raised have been fo l lowed up or not . That is a way of 
getting s ome results because the more pressure that is put on us the more the g overnment will 
respond. I know our Leader here , Richard Nerysoo  knows  very well that the more pres sure some 
groups put on us , the more the g overnment no rmally reacts. 

I am wishing you a 11 the best and I am l oak i ng fo rward to the day that you will have a regular 
presentation in the Legislature of the Government of the No rthwest Ter ritories . The only question 
I have is , as we in this Assembly have tended to have quite a lot of difficulty throughout the past 
histo ry ,  do you have any kind of advice as to how we can work together better in the Northwest 
Territo ries rather than having confrontations once in a while? How can we always have friendly 
confrontat i ans? Th at wa s the one piece of advice that I wanted to hear from you . How would you 
sug gest the politician ' s  role could be improved? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) : Thank you. I under stand the youth witnes ses before us would like to 
respond after hearing the comments from the Member s  of the committee. Mr . Ballantyne . 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you ,  Mr. Ch airman. I have a few general comments to make but then maybe 
I '  11 ask a coup le of the quest i ans at the end of the comments from M LAs . I wou 1 d be i nterested to 
hear some responses from the delegates here or perhaps from some of the other delegates. 

Fir st of all , I would like to thank the federal Minister , Mme. Champagne ,  fo r being with us. I was 
fortunate this morning to have s ome conver sation with the federal Minister and I am hopeful that 
there is enough flexibility in federal prog rams that if we in the North come up with some 
imaginative innovative youth pr og rams , they can fit into the federal pr ograms. I found the federal 
Minister ver_y sympathetic and very open to any suggestions that we might make . I fo r one really 
appreciate that interest and that flexibility. 

Secondly, I was very impres sed that youths from all over the Territories could come together and in 
a very  sho rt time come up with some well thought out , well defined , well put together pr opo sals ; 
that 48 o r  50 individuals , within two days , could become a cohesive group . I think we as an 
As sembly probably have something to learn fr om you. For one I was very impressed with what 
happened here because it was very , very difficult. I find it very mature. 
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T h e  co n c ept of a yo u t h  s ecret ar i at and t h e  o t h er recommend  at i a n s  of t h e  Y o u t h  For um ,  I t h i n k  we as 
an A s s emb l y  and t h e  E xec u t i ve mu st  l o ok at very ,  v e ry s er i o u s l y . I t h i nk t h ere i s  a l ot of mer i t  
t o  t h e  i d e a  of gett i n g yo u t h  i n v o l ved . Th e me s s ag e  com i ng  from t h i s  Y o u t h  For um  i s  l o u d  and c l e ar 
to me , t h at t h e  yo u t h  fo rm a maj or i ty i n  t h e  NWT ,  t h at t he  d e c i s i on s  t h at we m ake as M LAs affect 
t h em now an d wi 1 1  affect th e i r l i v e s  fo r ye ars  and d e cade s  to  come and t h ey want some i np u t  i nt o  
d ec i s i o ns we make . 

I n p u t  I nv o l v e s  Comm i tment  To R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

I w o u l d  l i ke t o  add w i th t h at i np ut c ome s r e s p o n s i b i l i ty .  W h at I t h i nk a n d  I h o pe I am h e ar i n g  
f rom  the  yo u t h  i s  t h ey a r e  prep ared t o  m a k e  a comm i tme n t . Th ey are prep ared to h av e  th at i np u t  b u t  
a l so t h at r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  a n  u n d e r s t and i ng t h at government c a n not s o l ve al l t he  prob l ems . 

- - -Ap p l au s e  

So , I wou l d  1 i k e  to s e e  t h e  moment um k ept u p .  
i n v o l ved . 

I wou l d  1 i ke to see  youth get more and mor e  

Maybe i f  i t  i s  po s s i b l e  at t h e  end o f  a l l t h e  t a l k s  o f  t h e  MLAs  we cou l d  h ear some mor e  spe c i f i c 
i d e a s ,  s ome more p e r s o n al i d eas  t h at s ome of t h e  yo uth  h ave of w ays t h ey cou l d  get i nv o l v ed . Wh at 
we  h av e  here i s  some gener a l  fr amewo r k s  but  I am sure t h e r e  we re many d i s c u s s i o n s  to arr i v e  at 
t ho se gener al  fr amewo r k s .  I wou l d  l i ke to h e ar from some of t he  youth why t h ey t h i nk t h at t h e r e  
s h o u l d  be a se cret ar i at .  How s h o u l d  a secret ar i at be s e t  u p ?  How do yo u dec i d e fo r i n s t an c e , 
wh ere  i n  a r e g i on s h o u l d  t h e  secret ar i at member b e ?  Wh at wou l d  t he  act u al i n v o l vement of t h e  
s e c r e t ar i at b e ?  Wh ere  do  yo u s e e  t h e  yo u t h  i n t e r act i ng w i t h  t h i s  secret ar i at ? I wo u l d  be 
i nt er e s t ed and maybe i f  we c ou l d  f l e s h  o u t  t h e  i de a  a l i t t l e  b i t  more . Mr . Ch a i rman , I w i l l  end i t  
i n  t h at . I was very ,  v ery i m p r e s s ed w i t h  wh at I s aw come o ut  of t h e  l a s t  t hree  days . I see  a r e a l  
c omm i tment f r om t h e  yo uth  of t h e  Terr i to r i es  t o  g e t  i nvo l v ed a n d  I f o r  one  t h i nk as a n  M LA i n  t h i s  
A s s emb l y  we s h o u l d  d o  ev eryt h i ng  we c an t o  en cour age  t h at comm i tmen t .  Th ank  you very much . 

- - -App l au s e  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - S h e e ) : Th ank  yo u .  Sab r i n a .  

M S  SABR I NA DRAGON : Mr . B a l l antyne , w i t h  reg ard t o  d i s c u s s i n g  t he  spe c i f i c s of t he  secret ar i at ,  
S a ndy e ar l i er s a i d  t h at we h ave a repre s e n t at i ve of t h e  group  t h at i s  w i l l i ng to fo l l ow up  a l l of  
o ur  recommen d at i o n s .  We do h ave  a comm i t tee  i n  p l ace  th at w i l l  be av a i l ab l e  to meet  wi t h  a ny  of  
t he  o ff i c i a l s  i nv o l v ed w i th  t he  fo rmat i on of  t h e  secret ar i at .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  W ah - S h e e ) :  Th ank yo u .  Mr . Stewart . 

Comm i ttee  F o r  L i a i s o n  S h o u l d  B e  I n  P l a ce  

HO N .  DON  ST EWAR T :  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . M ad am M i n i s t er and t h e  youth  grou p ,  i t  i s  a p l e a s u r e  
a g a i n t o  s p e ak t o  yo u .  Th e po i n t t h at I wou l d  l i k e to l e av e  w i t h  yo u tod ay w a s  al most  answered . I 
t h i nk i t  was an swe r ed j u st a mome nt ago .  We h ave gone  to t h e  ext ent of gather i n g 40 t o  5 0  yo u n g  
peop l e  h e r e  a n d  I b e l i ev e  t h at pr i o r t o  yo u r  l e av i ng ,  yo u s h o u l d  h av e  a comm i ttee  s t r u c k  t h at wo u l d  
be  a 1 i a i son  group  to wo rk w i th t h e  g o ver nment so th  at we h ave s omet h i ng i n  p l  ace .  I h ave seen too  
often  wh ere pr e s ent a t i o n s  of  th i s  nature  are  made  wi t h o u t  h av i n g somebody spec i f i ed to  c arry on the  
g ood  work  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r nment  a nd everyt h i ng k i nd of  d i s ap p e ars  down t he ro ad .  So  I wou l d  l i ke to  
see  some  so rt  of a comm i tment  h e re  by  yo u r s e l v e s  and  by  t h e  MLA s  t h at a comm i t t ee be struck  to 
c o nt i n ue open  d i a l o g ue w i t h  the g o ver nment so t h at we c an do s omet h i ng about the pro b l ems t h at are  
r e a l  and do  need  o u r  at t e n t i on  very ,  very bad l y .  Th ank  yo u .  

- - -App l au se  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - S h ee ) : Th an k yo u .  Mr . Pat t erson . 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTER SON : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . wo u l d  j u st br i ef l y  echo  t he  s e nt i me n t s  of t he  
o t h er MLAs and  s ay t h at I wa s  extreme l y  i mpres s ed w i t h  t he  w ay you  wo r k ed so  h a rd i n  s u ch a s ho r t  
t i me . I am i mpre s s e d  wi t h  t h e  way t h a t  ev eryo n e  I h ave  t a l ked  t o  from the  Yo u t h  Fo rum  h as s a i d 
ex act l y  wh at t h ey t h i n k .  I t h i n k s ome t i mes po l i t i c i a n s  s h o u l d  do t h at more oft en . I n ot i c ed you 
h av e  not h e s i t ated  to make fr ank  recommen d at i on s  on  de l i c at e  s u b j e c t s  such as  " c u stom ad opt i o n " . 
Y o u  h ad t h e  c o u r age to t e l l u s  po l i t i c i an s  t h at we s h o u l d  maybe set a l i t t l e  b i t  of a 

i 



- 1 3  -

bett e r  example on occasion. I j u st  got a not e  say i ng " We don ' t  want to be praised. We want yo u to 
ask us some good q uestions . " I really appreciate t hat open approach t hat you have taken and I will 
h ave a few quest i ons in a moment. 

I would j u s t  li ke to generally comment on one matter , t h o u gh , i n  re spect of ed u cat i on. I am very 
plea s ed to see t he emphasis on ed ucation. I would like to say generally that t he recommendat i ons 
are very much consi stent wit h  wh at I beli eve are the challenges ahead of us in  nor t hern ed ucat i on. 

Mr.  Cha i rman , I am wonder i ng abou t  a couple of thing s. I wa s i mpres sed w i th  you r  rec ommendat i on 
that you young people s hould be appointed to (J overnment board s. I t h i nk that we as a governmen t 
can d o  somet hing about  that and should do somet h i ng abou t  t hat. I t h i nk all too often people in 
the  North  are ask i ng t he government for hand o u t s  and I was i mpres s ed that you want a li t tle help so  
t hat  you  can help you r s elves. That was a t h eme that I heard  t h r o u ghout  the  week and I t h i nk i t  i s  
s omet hing more people s hould cons i der and somet i mes I t h i nk t hat people we appo i nt to boards are a 
b i t too concerned about t h e  hono rar i urns  t h  at t h ey get or the  s i ze of the  honor ar i u m. Perhap s , in  
some cases , not  as  concerned about the  rea son t h ey were p ut on a board. I am conf i dent t hat yo ung 
people , as you recommend , c o uld make a real cont r i bu tion to some of t h ese many  board s that we 
have. 

Cont rol  Th rou g h  The Political P ro ces s 

One q uest i on t hat I would like to ask t h o ugh , i s  d i d  you t alk abo ut get t i ng i nvolved i n  poli t i c s ?  
Now ,  i n  a few days we have nomination s openi ng up fo r local government elect i ons and for local 
ed u ca t i on aut hori ty elect i ons. I would j u st want to say,  whet her you are appo i nt ed to boards  or 
not , you have 60 p er cent of the populat i on 25 and under , so you have a rea 1 1  y goo d  opp o r t un i ty to 
start to take some contr ol t h r o u gh t he poli t i cal proces s. I am j u s t  wonder i ng i f  t hat s u bject came 
up and wh ether or not we are going to see more young people stand i ng fo r publ i c of fic e ,  beca u s e  i f  
you get o rgani zed , you can take over very q u i ckly. So t hat i s  one q ues t i on. 

The s econd q u es t i on I would like to ask -- I not ed your comment s on alcohol and d r ug abu se and t h e  
need to provide more support  for that . I a m  going t o  be honest  wi th  yo u people t h i s t i me. One 
t hing t h at really s t ruck me , I guess par t i c u larly la st n i ght at t he banq uet , was how many yo ung 
people smoke and how many people are dying of lung cancer and other fo rms of cancer related to 
smoking i n  t h e  NWT. So I want to ask you t h i s :  D i d  you d i s c u s s  t obacco as a d r u g? When you are 
talking abou t  support  fo r alc ohol and d r u g  abu se ,  are you i nclu d i ng tobacco as a dangerous  d r u g ,  
dangerou s t o  healt h ,  as  well as alcohol and ot her non- medical d r u gs ?  So t h o se a r e  my t wo 
ques tions , Mr. Cha i rman. 

I would like to aga i n  say t hank you very much to the people wh o represented my cons t i t uency and all 
of yo u. I t hink you h ave done an ex cellent j ob and you h ave started something -- I am not s u re 
where it i s  going to go bu t i t  i s  go i ng to change our  wh ole ou tlook on th i ngs . Thank you ,  Mr. 
Chair man. 

- - -Applau se 

C HA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. Mr . E rkloo. 

MR. E R K LOO : · (Tran slat i on) Thank you , Mr. C h a i rman. I want to welcome t he yo uth  h ere to the  
Leg i slat i ve A s s embly and also And ree Champagne , the Mi ni s t er of  State for Youth.  I t h i nk t h i s i s  
t h e  fir s t  youth  conference with t h i s  many yo u t h  here i n  t he Legi s lat i ve As sembly. I am very glad 
abo u t  yo u r  recommendat i ons and you r  comment s  to the Legislat i ve As sembly. It is good to hear what 
the  youth  t hink about t he Legi slat i ve As sembly and telling u s  what to th i nk about. I s tated 
earl i er that ou r deci s i ons that we make today wi ll be followed by the young people in  the fut ure. 
For example , i f  we make a d ecis i on,  even if it i s  not approp r i ate , t h ey will have no c hoice but to  
follow  the  dec i s i on that we already agreed upon. So we have to wo rk hard to try and c ome up  wi t h  
t he p roper dec i s i ons t o  agree upon today. 

I want to briefly talk about t he problems in t he smaller commun i tie s ,  t hat you people also 
di s c u s s ed .  I know there are a lot o f  problems in t h e  smaller commun i t i es. The concerns that you 
brough t up are today ' s  c oncerns. Before t h e  c ommunit i es were formed , t he people u s ed to have 
outpo s t  camps.  As communi ties fo rmed , the  ch i ld ren started go i ng to sc hool and were exposed to a 
completely d i fferent way of life. 
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They h av e  not  r e a l l y  adj u s ted  to t hat  d i fferen t way of l i fe u p  to tod ay . Wh en  they wer e  
i n trod u c i ng g r ad es  n i n e t o  1 2  i n  F rob i s h er B ay i n  t h e  e ar l y  7 0 s , when g r ad e  1 2  was f i rst  offered , I 
was  a s k e d  to make  a pr e s e n t at i on . I wou l d  l i k e to go b a c k  to th at pr e s e n t at i o n th at I d i d  at t h at 
t i me .  We h ad h e ard on t h e  C B C  t h at t h e  you ng peop l e  were n ot worth  too mu ch n ow and t h ey were n o t  
d o i ng too mu c h  fo r themse l v e s . Th e o l d e r  peop l e  were p u t t i n g t he  yo u n g  peop l e  down on t he  CBC . 
Tho se of u s  who are o l der  do not  h ave  an ed u c at i o n ;  1ve more  or l e s s  l e ar n ed from o ur parent s .  Th ey 
t au g h t  u s  d i s c i p l i n e and th ey t a u g h t  u s  - - for  ex amp l e ,  I c o u l d  l oo k  at t h e  i c e and see  how 
d a n gerou s  i t  i s , a n d  I do  n ot h ave to be  to l d  t h at it  i s  d a ngero u s . B ut t o d ay ' s yo u ng peop l e  are  
n o t  ab l e  to  d o  th at . I t  i s  mo re l i k e they h ave  t h e  so u t h e r n  l i fe s ty l e now . Even  though  t h e re i s  
very t h i n  i ce ,  t h ey c o u l d  j u s t  go ah e ad and r i de o n  t h i n  i c e ,  t h ey wou l d  not k n ow t h e  d i fference . 
Th i s  d_o e s  not me an t h at t h ey are dumb  and not as i n t e l l i g e n t  as we are a s  ad u l t s . 

E d u c a t i o n Has  I n t ro d u c e d  Anot h e r  L i f e s ty l e  

A s  I s a i d ear l i e r ,  i t  seems l i k e tod ay ' s yo u n g  peop l e  h av e  t h i s o t her  l i fe s ty l e b e c au s e  ed u c at i on 
was i n t r o d u c ed a nd t he p arent s  and k i d s were f u r t h er apart  t h an e ar l i er t i me s . The p arents  s t arted  
t e l l i n g th e i r  ch i l d ren  t h at t h ey we re  do i n g wrong . Th e yo u n g  peop l e  were t a l k i ng back  to th e i r 
p arents  i n  E ng l i sh even t h oug h  t h e i r  p are n t s  d i d  not  u nd e r s t and t h em .  Th ey h ad a l ot of ot h e r  
c o n c er n s  or p rob l em s . As w e  a l l k n o w  today we a r e  tryi n g  t o  enco u r ag e  t h e  you n g  peop l e  t o  g o  t o  
u n i v e r s i ty b ut I t h i nk we h ave t o  r emember t h at t h e  I n u i t  t r ad i t i o n al w ay of l i v i ng ,  o f  h u n t i ng , 
w i l l  al ways b e  h e r e  i n  t he  Nort h . I t h i n k i t  i s  as i mport ant . 

So  bec a u s e  of t h e s e concern s I am t a l k i n g  abo u t , I th i n k  we h av e  to wo r k  c l o s e l y  tog e t h e r  bec au s e  
t he you ng peop l e  w i l l  be t a k i ng o u r  p l ace i n  t h e  f u t u r e . A s  s omeone s t a t ed e ar l i e r ,  w e  c annot  
r e a l l y  p l an fo r yo u .  We do  not  k now  wh at yo u want , we do  not k now  i f  we are  do i ng t he  r i g h t  
t h i ng .  S o  t h e  yo u ng peop l e  w i l l  h ave t o  br i ng up  t h e i r  c o n cer n s  i n  t h e  commu n i t i es a n d  work h ar d  
o n  t h e  prob l em s  th at t h ey f a c e  tod ay .  

Some o f  t he  commu n i t i e s d o  not h av e  a l e ader . I n  some of the  commun i t i e s there  i s  rea l l y  no 
l e ader . I j u st want to t e l l the yo u ng peo p l e t h at no one i s- go i ng to c ome up to you and s ay th at  
yo u are  e l ected  as a l e ader  fo r yo u r  commu n i ty .  So you h av e  to try and wor k  toward be i ng a l e ad e r  
yo u r s e l f .  It  h as to c ome from yo u .  I f  a yo u ng per son i s  n ot i nt e re s t ed i n  b e c om i ng a l e ader , I d o  
not  t h i n k you w i  1 1  e v e r  h av e  t he  type o f  l e ader  th  a t  yo u h av e  b e e n  wan t i ng .  I f  yo u w i  1 1  n o t  l oa k 
i n to b ecom i ng a l e ader yo u r s e l f ,  as you are gett i ng o l der  you w i l l  n ever  re al l y  grow u p .  So you 
h av e  to  try an d h e l p yo u r s e l v e s . T ho se  are the  concer n s  t h at I wan t ed to b r i ng up to the yo u n g  
peop l e .  I w i l l  be i n  s u p port  o f  t h i s  e ar l i er rec omme n d at i on t h at t h ey want ed a represe n t at i ve i n  
t h e  g o v e r nmen t . Th ey h av e  to h av e  a yo u t h  co - o rd i n ator . I w i l l  be i n  s u p po rt of yo ur  
recomme nd at i a n s .  I am n ot s u re i f  you  are  go i ng to  be ab l e  to c ome up  w i th a 1 1  t h e  a n swe rs t h at  
yo u requ e s ted  but  you  know  t here  are ord i n ary MLAs  t h at cou l d  h e l p yo u .  Th ey co u l d  be of gre at 
h e l p  to  you . I wou l d  l i ke to s ay good  l u ck to the you ng peop l e .  Th ank  yo u .  

C HA I R,v1AN ( Mr . W a h - Sh e e ) :  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . E r k l oo . I u n d e r s t and t h e  yo uth  repr e s e n t at i v es wo u l d  l i ke 
to  re s p o n d  to some of t h e  ar e a s  t h at  we r e  r a i sed  by some of the  Memb e r s . A l  so wh e n  yo u do spe ak  
wo u l d  you t ur n  yo ur rece i v er d own . S am .  

MR . SAM QAV V I K :  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman . I wou l d  l i ke to a n swer Mr . C u r l ey ' s q ue s t i o n . W e  
s u g g e s t  t h at yo u make a good wor k i n g  effo rt t o  b e  a be t t e r  per s o n  fo r a better  fut u re . W e  put  
as i de i nd i v i d u al concerns  and t ho u g h t  about o ur f u t u re as one .  Th ank you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  W ah -S hee ) :  Th ank you . F ra n c i s .  

MR . FRANC IS  P I U GATTUK : ( Tr a n s l at i o n ) I w i l l  be an swer i ng t he  M i n i ster  of Ed u c at i on r egard i ng how 
we c an be mo re  i nv o l ved  i n  t h e  gov e r nment  i n  the  commun i t i e s ,  i n  the  h am l et ed u c at i o n comm i ttee  and 
al c o h o l  c ommi t t ee i n  t h e  c ommu n i t i e s .  Maybe if we were o n  t h e se c omm i t t ees we wou l d  represent  t h e  
yo u t h ' s  c o ncer n s  i n  t h e  reg i o n s  too . W e  can not  j u s t  s i t aro u n d  and t h i n k t h at we wo u l d  l i ke t o  b e  
e l e c ted t o  t h i s  c omm i t t e e ,  we h ave to  get up  and s ay we w i  1 1  b e  on  t h e  c omm i t t ee . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . W ah -Shee ) :  Thank  yo u .  Mr . P au l e tte . 

M R .  J ERRY  PAU LETTE : I wo u l d  l i ke to r e s po nd to Mr . P at t e r so n ' s  s t at ement on t o b acco as re l at i ng t o  
a l coh o l  and d r u g  ab u s e .  W h e n  we s ay drug s ,  w e  u n d e r s t and  t h at to b acco  i s  a d r u g  a s  we l l  b u t  i t  
does  not  affect peo p l e  as a l c o h o l  d o e s .  A l coho l affects  t h e  m i nd , emot i o n s ,  body ,  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i ty 
of  ev e ry i n d i v i d u a l . To b ac co doe s  not  affect yo u r  emot i on s ,  s p i r i t u a l i ty and yo u r  m i nd . A l coho l 
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h as cau s ed many pro b l em s ; a l ot of deat h s  are re l ated  to al c o ho l . Tob a c co  does  not c au s e  fam i l y  
b r e ak - u p ,  t ob acco doe s  not  c au se s u i c i de .  Those  are a f ew ex amp l e s .  But  we u nd e r s t and t h at 
t o b acco  i s  a dru g and we fee l  t h at al c o ho l i sm and d r u g  ab u s e  i s  a b i g ger  i s s u e  of concern  fo r u s  
t h an t o b acco . Th ank yo u .  

- - -Ap p l au s e  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . Wah -S hee ) : Th ank yo u .  Does  anybody e l s e  want t o  r e s po n d ?  O k ay,  w e  w i l l  g o  to Mr . 
P ud l u k .  

MR . PU DLUK : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Th a n k  you , Mr . Ch a i rm an . I want  to  apo l og i ze t h at t h ere  i s  no 
repre s e n t at i ve from my co n s t i t uen cy beca u se  of t he  we at h e r . A l t h o u gh t h ey are n ot h e re  I want you 
to know t h at I w i  1 1  l e t t h em know wh at yo u h av e  done here . I want yo u to k n ow th at the yo u n g  
peop l e  w i  1 1  b e  sent  a 1 1  t h e  t h i n g s  t h at t h ey h ave t al k ed ab o u t . F i rst  o f  a 1 1  I w a n t  t o  t h ank t h e  
yo u t h  fo r com i ng h e re . Th e yo u t h  con c e r n s  h av e  b e e n  aro u n d  fo r a l ong  t i me a n d  I am  g l ad they can 
s how t h e i r  c o n cer n s .  Some are v e ry b i g  c o n cer n s . 

Member  Comb i ne s  Two L i festy l e s  

Mys e l f  I fee l  l i ke I h ave two l i fe s ty l e s .  I k now I h ave t wo l i fe s ty l e s . The f i r st one  i s  my 
parent s ' l i fe s ty l e an d I al s o  c an h av e  t h e  yo u t h ' s  l i fe sty l e too . I un d e r s t an d  these  two 
l i fe s ty l es  a n d  I h ave  to fo l l ow t h e se t wo l i fes tyl es  and I h ave  to s t and up  to fo l l ow i ng t h e se two 
l i fe sty l e s . Bec a u s e  of th i s  I h av e  a very h ard l i fe sty l e .  I want  the  yo u t h  to un d e r s t and th at I 
a l so h ave to fo l l ow my p arent s '  l i fe s ty l e .  The yo u ng peop l e  are not t h e  o n l y  ones  w i th h ar d  
t i me s . Ad u l t s  are f i n d i n g t h em h ard t oo , ev e n  down to t h e  o l de r  peo p l e .  Th ey ,  l i k e ev eryo n e , 
wou l d  l i ke e verybody to be h appy and t h ey wo u l d  l i ke to be h appy w i t h  one  a not h e r . I wou l d  l i ke t o  
t e l l t he  you n g  peop l e  th at we ar e n o t  fo rg ett i ng yo u .  We wo u l d  l i k e to h e l p yo u as much a s  we 
c an .  We h ave to c o n c e n t r ate  on a s s i s t i ng t h e  o l der peop l e  t oo , b e c a u se we c annot c o n c e n tr ate o n l y  
on  t h e  con c e r n s  of yo u t h . Th ere w i  1 1  a l  ways b e  pro b l em s  fo r a 1 1  ag e s . 

L as t  n i g h t  wh e n  we h ad t h e  b a nq uet  I t h i n k I h ad t he  yo u n g e s t  pe r so n ,  wh o wa s o n l y t h ree  ye ars  o l d ,  
w i th  me . I wan t ed h i m to go up  to t h e  m i ke and s pe ak b ut he  was  get t i ng v e ry r e s t l e s s .  I t h i nk h e  
w i l l  remember  wh at h appened  l a st n i g h t .  I am not s u r e  i f  h e  wi l l  want  t o  b e  i nv o l v ed i n  t h e  yo u t h  
g r o u p s  or  I am not s ure i f  he w i l l  want to be  a h u nter  when h e  i s  a you ng p e r son . 

I was yo u ng  l i ke you o n c e . d i d  not p l an to h o l d a c ert a i n o c c u p at i o n .  Wh e n  I was  yo u nger  I u s ed  
t o  l oo k  at t h e  wor s t  s i d e of  t h i n g s .  I d i d  not l oo k  at t h e  b r i g h t  s i d e .  I s h o u l d not h av e  been  
t h at w ay .  I s ho u l d  h ave been  l o o k i ng at t h e  b r i g h t e r  s i de of l i v i ng .  I wou l d  l i ke to t h ank t h e  
yo u n g  peop l e  fo r be i ng h e r e  wi t h  u s  and I wi l l  spe ak very b r i e f l y  i n  E ng l i s h i f  I m ay .  ( Tr an s l at i on 
end s )  

Mr . Ch a i rman , t h e re are s ome rec ommen d at i o n s  o n  e d u c at i o n and a l so  emp l oyment for  the  yo uth s .  
h o pe t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Ed u c at i on of the  NWT  re a l i z e s  t h at t h e s e  s h o u l d  be cons i d e red , ab o u t  h i g he r  
ed u c at i on or g r ad u at i on o f  yo u ng peop l e .  I w a s  as k i ng q u e s t i o n s  o n  Fr i d ay about wh at wo u l d  h ap pe n  
i f  I g r ad u ated  i n  F rob i sh e r  B ay an d I am not q u a l i f i ed fo r c o l l eg e . Tho s e  yo u n g  peo p l e are pr o u d  
o f  t h emse l ve s ,  t o  b e  g r ad u at e s . Wh at d o e s  " gr ad u ate "  mean i n  t h e  Nort h - - i s  i t  j u st t o  make t h em 
h appy? Al so t h e re i s  a recomme n d at i on t here  on page 1 1 , emp l oyment and yo u t h , recommend at i o n  9 .  
Th ere are no j o bs for t h em i n  t h e  w i n t ert i me bec au se of t h e i r  l ack of s k i l l s . Th i s  i s  no excu s e .  
I h ad better  not s ay more bec au s e  - - a l  s o  I wan t  t h e  need s o f  t h e  yo u t h  and a l  s o  o f  t h e  ad u l t s  to 
be  reco g n i z ed by t h e  pre sent  fed e r al g o v e r nment . E s pec i a l l y by Andree Ch amp agne who i s  h ere r i gh t  
now . I f  the  pre s e n t  gov e r nment  r i g h t  now  - - i t  wi 1 1  not h appe n . We h av e  been f i  q h t  i ng fo r th i s  
for a l o ng t i me .  W h en t h e  P C  g over nment  took  ov e r  - - i t  i s  a l mo st a ye ar n ow ,  for t h em  to see t h e  
peop l e ' s pro b l em s . I am g l ad th at Tag ak  Cur l ey was s ay i ng  - - I t h i n k he wa s mo re  h appy about  th i s  
p re sent  gover nmen t ,  b e c au se he  s a i d  s omet h i ng abo ut i t  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  ago . 

- - - L au g h ter  

I t h i nk t h e  peop l e  s ho u l d  r e a l i ze t h at t h e  p re se nt fed e r al g over nment now i s  more  c o n cer ned ab o ut  
t h e  peop l e  i n s t e ad of act i v i t i e s .  Th at i s  a l l I wa nted  to s ay .  Th ank  yo u very much , Mr . C h a i rman . 

- - -App l au s e  
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C HA I RMAN ( M r . W a h - S h ee ) : We h av e  a number  of spe a k e r s  com i ng up . I u n d er s t an d  th at afte r  t h e  
Members  h ave h ad a c h ance  to  c omment a nd q u e s t i on t h e  w i t n e s se s  t h at t h e  Ho n .  Andree C h amp agne w i l l  
w a n t  to make  a s t atement  to t he  you t h , i n  reg ard  to yo u r  pre sen t at i o n .  S abr i n a ,  d i d  yo u  want  to 
c omme n t ?  

M S  SABR I NA DRAGO N :  We , as t h e  r e p r e s e n t at i v es  o f  t h e  d e l eg at i o n ,  wou l d  apprec i ate i t  very m u ch i f  
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h at  are ad d re s s e d  to u s  are s p ec i f i c  t o  t h e  pr e s e n t at i o n th at we h av e  offered you 
tod ay .  I n  t h e  l ast  week we h ad t h e  o p port u n i ty a nd  you h ad t h e  opport un i ty to c ome down as 
i n d i v i d u a l s to s p e ak wi th  us an d t e l l us how  yo u fee l per so n a l l y  abo u t  yo u t h  i n  gen e r a l . We wou l d  
r e a l l y  ap p re c i at e  i t  i f  we c o u l d  s p e ak s p ec i f i c a l l y  about  o ur  p r e s e n t at i on t h i s  mor n i ng .  Th a n k  
yo u . 

- - -App l au s e  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . W a h - S h ee ) : Th a n k  you . Mr . Wr ay .  

HON . GORDON  WRAY : Th an k yo u , Mr . Ch a i rman . th i n k we j u st got r apped  on t he  kn uc k l e s  for be i ng 
p o l i t i c i an s . 

- - - L au g h ter  

Act u a l l y  I h ad two q u e s t i o n s  wh i ch a re  very s pec i f i c  t o  t h e  recomme ndat i on s .  I t h i n k , f i r s t  o f  
a l l ,  I wo u l d  l i k e to k n o w  wh y t h e  de l eg at e s  fe e l  t h at i t  i s  nec e s s ary to s e t  up  a yo uth  
s ec r et ar i at .  1-; hy ,  for  e x amp l e ,  c ou l d  n ot some of  t h e  t h i n g s  you  want  to  do be  h an d l ed by  t h e  
v ar i o u s  gov e r nment  departme n t s  t h at are al re ady i n  p l ace?  Th at i s  my f i r s t  q u e st i o n . Second l y , 
from r e ad i ng t h ro u gh t h e  recomme n d at i o n s  very q u i c k l y ,  t h ere appears  to be the  s u gge s t i on from s ome 
of t h e  rec ommen d at i o n s  t h at t h e  ed u c at i on sys t em t h at we h av e  i s  not part i cu l ar l y  re l ev ant  to the  
yo u t h  of t h e  Nort h we s t  Te rr i to r i e s  i n asmuch as i t  d o e s  n ot s e em to be  p rov i d i ng t h em w i th  t he  too l s  
and  s k i l l s n e c e s s ary to do anyt h i n g wi t h  wh en  t h ey l e ave  sc h o o l . Th ere  a l so  appe ars  to be a 
s ug g es t i on t h at perh ap s  t h e  ed u c at i on sys t em we h ave i s  too e asy and  t h at t h i ng s  you are l e ar n i ng 
i n  s c hoo l yo u are  not  b e i ng  t au g h t  proper l y .  I wo u l d  j u st l i ke to get th at react i o n  from yo u 
bec au se  n ot so l o ng ago i n  t h i s  Hou s e ,  a few d ays ago ,  we h ad a d e b ate on c omp u l sory ed u c at i on and  
once  ag a i n ,  as  a gover nment , we are react  i n q  to the  end  re s u l t of a prob 1 em  and we  are  not  
ad d r e s s i ng t he re al pro b l em as to why i t  was neces s a ry for  u s  to b r i ng i n  c omp u l s o ry ed u c at i o n  
b e c a u s e  we h av e  a n  8 5  p e r  cent  drop - o u t  r ate  by gr ad e  e i g h t .  S o  I wo u l d  l i k e t o  h e ar yo u r  t ho u g h t s  
on  t h at .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . Wah - Sh ee ) :  Th ank  you . S ab r i n a .  

R o l e O f  Secret a r i at 

MS SABR I NA DRAGO N :  I w i l l  res pond  to your q u e s t i on reg ard i ng the secret ar i at . One of t he  b a s i c  
i de a s  t hat  c ame fo rward reg ard i n g t he  secret ar i at i s  t hat  we know of many peo p l e out t h ere  i n  ou r 
commu n i t i e s ,  we k n ow of peop l e  who are our  age who h ave a l l k i nds  of poten t i al as f ar as n etwo r k i n g  
w i t h i n  t h e i r  commun i ty .  Th e p r o b l em t h at we  face i n  our  commun i t i e s i s  t he  l ack  of i nformat i o n 
reg ard i ng s pec i f i c  c o n c e r n s  of you t h . I n fo rmat i on i s  not b e i ng p a s s ed e i t her from t h e  c ommu n i t i e s 
t o  t h e  gov e r nme n t  or fr om t h e  gover nment  to the  commun i t i e s .  Wh at  we are s ayi ng  i s  t h at al l of u s  
h av e  c ommon c o n c e r ns  a s  yo uth  b ut as i nd i v i d u al memb ers  o f  c ommun i t i es w e  h ave v e ry s pec i f i c  
c o n c er n s  w i t h i n  our  commu n i ty and  t h at i s  wh ere  we wan t  to s t art  ad d r es s i n g  the  pro b l ems . We 
r e a l i ze t h at we are very fort u n ate  t h at th i s  week we h ave been  ab l e  to ad dres s  t e rr i t o r i � c o n c e r n s  
b u t  w e  fee l t h at i t  i s  mo re  i m po r t a n t  a n d  mo re r e l e v ant  for u s  a t  th i s  t i me to beg i n  ad dre s s i ng 
prob  1 ems a nd c o n ce r n s  at h ome . I f  we c an e s t ab l i s h t he  c ommun i ty youth  c o u n c i l  n e two rk t h e n  
p o s s i b l y  as  reg i o n s  o r  as  yo u t h  of  t h e  Terr i t o r i e s  w e  may be  ab l e  to b r i nQ  yo u concern s as  a t o t a l  
g r o u p . Th a n k  yo u .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  W ah - Sh ee ) :  Th ank  yo u .  S a ndy . 

E d u c at i o n a l  S t and ard s S h o u l d  B e  U p h e l d  Acro s s  Th e N WT 

MS SANDY K I M :  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman . I wou l d  l i ke to a n swer t h e  q u e s t i on t h at Mr . Wr ay a s ked 
ab o u t  the ed u c at i o n sys t em i n  the N o rt h . I d o  not t h i n k t h at we t h i n k t h e  ed u c at i o n sys t em i n  t he  
North  i s  i n adeq u at e . Th at was  n ot o ur i de a .  Howeve r ,  i t  i s  not  s t a ndard i zed a l l o ver  t he  Nort h . 
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Th e s t a ndar d s  are set and pr o b ab l y  i n  t h e  b i g commun i t i e s s u c h  as Y e l l owkn i fe and Hay R i v er or Fo rt  
Sm i th t h ey are  b e i ng c ar r i ed o u t  b ut i t  i s  not so  i n  t he sma l l c ommu n i t i e s .  We  h ave h ad a l ot o f  
comp l a i n t s  f r om  t he  peop l e  from t h e  sm a l l commu n i t i e s s ayi n g  t h at wh e n  t h ey  qrad u at e ,  wh en  t hey go 
up to gr ades n i ne o r  1 0 , when t h ey h ave to move to b i g ger c i t i e s ,  b i g ger s c hoo l s ,  t h ey f i nd t h at 
wh at t h ey h av e  t ak e n  i n  t h e i r  sm a l l commun i t i e s i s  not comp ar ab l e  to t he  b i g g e r  sc ho o l s and not 
o n l y  do  t h ey h ave to l i ve w i th  the f ac t  t h at t h ey h ave to be  away from home a nd t h e i r  fam i l i es but  
t h ey al so have to  l i v e  wi t h  t h e  i n adequ acy in  t h e i r  l ev e l  of ed u c at i o n .  We h av e  wr i t t en down i n  
o ne  of the  o b s e rv at i o n s  t h at perh aps  a c omp u l sory ex am be wr i tt e n ,  s i m i l ar to d epartme n t al ex ams 
fo r t h e  st u d e n t s  wh o want to  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  ed u c at i on i n  A l bert a or  t h e  r e s t  of Can ad a .  I t h i n k  
t h at i t  i s  v e ry i mport ant for a l l t h e  yo uth  i n  t h e  N o r t hwe s t  Terr i t o r i e s ,  s pe c i f i c a l ly  t h e  
s t u d e n t s , t o  h av e  a ch an c e  wh ere  t h ey co u l d  ev a l u at e  them s e l v e s  t o  s e e  h o w  f ar o n  they are and I d o  
n o t  t h i nk t h at t h ey s ho u l d be  a l l owed to move on u n l e s s  t h ey a r e  ab so l u t e l y  re ady t o  t ake on t h e  
ext r a  a n d  t h e  h i g h e r  l ev e l  of ed u c at i on .  Th a n k  yo u . 

- - -App l au se  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  W ah - S h ee ) : Th ank  yo u .  Su p p l ement ary ,  Mr . Wr ay .  

HO I� . GORDON WRAY : J u s t  a comment  t h at I c an n o t  re s i s t .  Th e d e l eg ates  h av e  j u s t  con f i rmed wh at 
many of u s  h ave been  s ayi ng for ye ars about  our  ed u c at i on system,  t h  at t he youth want a good  
edu c at i o n  sys t em and th ey want  a very strong  ac ad em i c  ed u c at i o n s o  t h a t  t h ey can  t a k e  ad v ant aq e  of 
t he  j ob opport u n i t i es t h at we h ave and t h at i s  wh at I wan t ed to h e ar .  Th ank  you . 

HON .  DEN N IS  PATTERSO N :  He ar , h e ar ! 

- - -App l au se  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - Sh e e ) :  Thank  yo u .  Mr . P an i l oo .  

MR . PAN I LO O :  ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rma n . I wou l d  j u st  l i ke to r e cog n i ze i n  th i s  Hou s e  
t h e  yo ung pe o p l e  a n d  I wo u l d  l i k e to s ay t h a n k  yo u t o  t he  Mi n i s t er fo r t h e  Y o u t h  Forum . I wo u l d  
l i ke to s ay t h ank you v e ry much for gett i ng t h e  yo uth  over  here  and  i n to t h i s  Hou s e .  I b e l i eve  my 
re s po n s i b i l i ty i n  my ar e a  i s  to h e l p t h e  I n u i t peop l e  as an MLA and  I am tryi ng  to h e l p t he  yo u t h . 
My d au g hter  i s  r i g h t  h e re  r i gh t  n ow as a repre s e n t at i ve of my c o n s t i t ue n cy .  I am h appy to be an 
MLA and al s o  I want  t h em to recog n i z e  me and al so  my d a u g h t e r  wh o i s  wor k i ng h ard toward th i s ,  
to c ommun i c at e  w i th  t he you ng peo p l e  r e g ard i ng t h e i r  prob l ems . I n  my c o n s t i t ue n cy t h ere i s  t h e  
prob l em ev e n  i n  t h e  sm a l l commu n i t i e s ,  t h a t  t here  i s  a l ot o f  g l ue sn i f f t ng an d ot h e r  k i n d  o f  
so l vent  s n i f f i ng i n s t e ad o f  d r u g s  or  al coho l and t h i s i s  o n e  o f  a l ot of p r o b l ems i n vo l v ed i n  t h e  
commu n i ty .  I a m  very h appy t h at t h e s e  yo u n g  peo p l e  w i l l  b e  wo r k i n g o n  t h e s e  pro b l ems . Th ere  are 
t i mes  t h at d e at h s h ave o c c u r r ed i n  my c ommu n i ty i n vo l v i ng g l ue s n i ff i ng or o t her k i nds  of 
so l u t i on s .  I am aware  t h at t here  are  some me as u r e s  u n d e r  the  L i q u o r  Act t h at cou l d  be fo l l owed b u t  
t h ere i s  n o  a ct regard i ng o t her  so l v e nt s  or s n i f f i ng . A s  a n  M LA i f  I b r e ak t he l aws , t h e  l i q uo r  
l aw ,  I d o  not  t h i n k  I w i l l  b e  s i t t i n g h ere any l on g e r . I j u s t  wan t  t h e  yo u ng  peop l e  t o  k n ow t h e  
prob l em o f  s n i ff i ng o t h er so l v e n t s  a n d  I want t h e  yo u ng peop l e  t o  wor k  h arder  t o  f i nd mo r e  
so l u t i o n s . I c an n o t  re a l l y  s ay t h at yo u ng  peop l e are good fo r noth i n g u p  to now . W he n  I mys e l f  
was a yo u ng p e r s o n , at t h at t i me a l ot of o l der  peop l e  u s ed to s ay t h at t h e  you ng peop l e  were g ood  
for  noth i ng .  A t  th at t i me I c ou l d  n o t  h e l p a ny  ot h e r  yo u n g  peop l e  bec au se  of t h i s ,  th at o u r  e l d e r s  
were c r i t i c i z i ng u s  a l ot .  B u t  a t  t h i s  t i me t h e  you ng peop l e  co u l d  so l ve t h e i r  prob l ems more t h an 
we d i d  befo re  and al s o  they are s t ar t i ng  to get repr e s e n t at i v e s  from t h e  o t h e r  set t l eme n t s  wh o c an 
work together . 

Th e l ast  t h i n g , ab out  t he  ed u c at i o n t h at h as b een  r a i s i ng prob l ems for u s .  I g u e s s  the M i n i s ter  of  
Ed u c at i o n he ard th i s  and I b e l i e v e  t h at he  i s  go i ng to be  wor k i n g  h ar d e r  toward  the  ed u c at i o n 
prob l ems and t h e  yo u ng peop l e  c o u l d  represen t  t h e  o t h er peop l e  from t h e  c ommun i ty reg ard i ng t h e  
p rob l ems t h at  are ar i s i ng i n  s c ho o l s .  

I j u s t wan t t o  we l c ome al l t h e  yo u t h , here , wh o are s i t t i ng i n  t h i s  As s emb l y  and al so I c an see a l l 
t he  d i fferent  peop l e ,  I n u i t ,  Dene  a nd wh i t e peop l e ,  who are s i t t i ng i n  th i s  As s emb l y . We k n ow t h at 
now t h ey are s t a r t i n g to wo r k  h ar d e r  tog et her . I n  t h e  p a s t , t here  were  wh i t e peo p l e  wh o  st art ed 
comi ng i n to o u r  c ommun i t i es and  s t art ed c h ang i ng our  l i v es . And we peop l e  who d i d  not go to s c hoo l 
befo re , we c o u l d  not  set up any k i n d  of th i ng so th at we cou l d  keep  our  r i g h t s  and  we we re l os i ng 
t h em .  We k n ow now t h at t h i s  t h i ng  h a s  t aken p l ace ,  t h at t he yo u n ger peop l e  w i l l  k eep t h e i r  r i gh t s  
and h ave  t h e  power t o  h av e  t h e i r  own . A l so , I am s u re  t h at some o f  yo u yo u n g  peop l e  wi l l  be 
p i c k i ng up o ur s e a t s  i n  t h i s  As s emb l y, wi t h  more power t h an we h ave r i ght  now, b ec au se you h ave a 
l ot of po te n t i a l .  Th a n k  yo u .  Th a n k  yo u very much , Mr . Ch a i rman . 
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CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you. Mr. MacQuarr i e. 

MR . MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. I am not under the i l l us i on that I was one of those � o  
ra i sed a l i tt le  confus i on i n  the m i nd o f  the Hon. Andree Champagne as to who were the Members o f  
the Assemb l y  and who were the youth de l egates. 

- - - Laughter 

MR . R IC HARD: Hear youth. 

MR . MacQUARR IE: Yes. am one of the o l der Members. But even those of us � o  are o l der, were 
young once. Even I and Mr. Speaker were young at one t i me. 

- - -Laughter 

I am just go i ng to say, I can remember. I remember when we were young, how desperate ly  we want our 
commun i t i es and our country and the worl d to be a better pl ace to l i ve i n. But, I remember too ,  
how as you get a l i t t l e  o l der you become di s i l l us i oned, maybe jaded and crusty, and get sett l ed 
i nto pat terned th in k i ng and fo l l owi ng al ong w i th the usua l way of do i ng th i ngs. So today i s  a very 
spec i al occas i on. Havi ng youth del egates here i s a l i tt l e  b it  for us - - or for me anyway -- l i ke 
gett i ng a bl ood transfus i on. It i s  very n i ce to encounter aga i n  youthfu l ab i l i ty and youthful 
i dea l i sm and enthus i asm. 

A l l Ages Shou l d  Contri bute To Soc i ety 

I do not real ly  l i ke to d i v i de soci ety i nto youth and o l d  age and that sort of th i ng. I l i ke to 
thi nk  that we are al l part of one peop l e. In fants, ch i l dren, ado l escents, young men and women, 
m i  dd 1 e-aged and o ld peop l e. Those who are fortunate pass through a 1 1  those phases i n  1 i fe and 
wh i l e  we are do i ng that we are al ways just what we are - - peop l e; and i n th i s  case part of the 
peo p l e  of the Northwest Terri tori es. And I l i ke to th i nk that i n  a soci ety, there shoul d  be a 
s i tuat i on where soci ety expects, and t hat everyone i nc l ud i ng young peopl e accepts the i dea, that 
whoever l i ves i n  a soci ety and benef i ts from that soc i ety, has some ob l i gat i on to contr i bute to i t, 
to try to make i t  a better p l ace to l i ve. We al l have the ri ght, I thi nk,  and we al l have the 
respons i b i l i ty to do th i ngs each at h is  own l evel that make our l i ves better. And for the very 
yo ung, certa i n l y  that can extend to thi nqs l i ke vi si t i ng the el der l y and he l p i ng the el der l y .  It 
can extend to thi ngs l i ke avo i d i ng vanda l i sm and d i scouragi ng other peop l e  from vandal i sm. It can 
i nvo l ve th i ngs l i ke he l p i ng i n  commun i ty projects. 

In every soci ety there are al so. part i cu l ar ro l es, dec i s i on-mak i ng ro l es. And i t  seems that i n  our 
soc i ety as i n  others, that an assumpt i on is  made, and perhaps i t  i s  an i nval id  assumpt i on, that 
those who tend to be at the younger end of the scal e are just not yet we l l enough i nformed or the i r  
judgment i s  not mature enough to offer them the opportuni ty to part ic i pate in  deci sion-mak i ng 
ro l es. C l earl y, i n  the case of i nfants and ch i l dren, that i s  so. But we are faced wi th a group of 
young peop le  who are sayi ng that they are ready for heavi er respons i b i l i t i es and are ready for 
deci s i on-mak i ng ro l es i n  our soc i ety. 

- - -App l ause 

And I th in k  that as l eg i s l ators we do have the ob l i gat i on to ensure that there are no arti f i ci al 
and arbi trary barr i ers that prevent peop l e  who have ab i 1 i ty and the i nterest and commi tment from 
part i c i pat i ng. To the extent that we have the opportuni ty to change th i ngs l i ke that, I can say 
cert a i n ly  that I am comm i tted to try i ng to make sure that there are not arti f ic i al barr i ers, that 
it i s  not just assumed that a young man or woman cou l d not p l ay a usefu l ro l e  part i c i pat i ng on the 
Water Board, for exampl e. And, i f  we have barri ers that prevent that automat i cal l y, whether they 
are l ega,l or mere l y  i n  the way of mental prejudi ces, then we have to try to remove them, and I am 
comm i tted to hel p i ng to try to remove them . 

Of course, from that po i nt on, then i t  i s  up to the young peop l e  themsel ves to show that there i s  
i nterest anrl ab i l i ty and comm i tment and to beg i n  to take advantage of the opportun i t i es that are 
ava i l ab l e  for mak i ng th i s  a better soc i ety. I t h i nk,  just conc l udi ng that part of i t, I woul d say 
from the young peop l e  that I have met over the past few days , that there is  a great hope i n  me, 
that we have young peop l e  who can i ndeed make a s i gn i f i cant contr i but i on to mak i ng thi s  a better 
soc i ety. 
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Implementation Of Sections 54  To 59 Of Education Act 

One question that I have, in a way is directed toward Jerry Paulette. He mentioned that sections 
54  to 59 of the Education Act are not being implemented, and always in politics - - and if some of 
you are becoming involved, you will soon find that out - - it is not always enough just to say that 
something ought to be. It is not just enough to just desire that something should be, but you have 
to address the reasons as to why it is not that way now, and how it can be made different, given 
the resources and the circumstances that prevail at the t i me .  So, in your address, Jerry, you did 
not say whether delegates discussed why they thought th at was not being implemented . Is it a lack 
of will, is it a lack of money, is it a lack of understanding, or is it just awareness that there 
is supposed to be sections that deal with aboriginal culture in the education system? 

The reason that I ask that is, I have been told that the education board of Education District No. 
4, that is the board that is responsible for Sir John Franklin High School, has in the past 
attempted to introduce aboriginal language courses in the school. Now, that is what I have been 
told, and I have also been told that this has not occurred because there were not people who came 
forward to say th at they would be willing to teach the courses. They could not get anybody to do 
it. Now, whether it was because they were not offering an adequate salary or whether it was 
because the job would entail, not only teaching the course but developing materials at the same 
time, I do not know. But, it has not happened and I agree with you that it should hap pen, so can 
you tell me a little bit more about why you think that it is not happening, and what could maybe be 
done to make sure that it does hap pen? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Jer ry. 

MR. JERRY PAULETTE : To what Mr. MacQuarrie has just spoken about, as to why the sections have not 
been applied, I think that the answer is pretty simple. It has been ignored, it is as simple as 
that . The youth delegates have discussed the issue, and they do want this cultural awareness to be 
applied into the educational system, cross-cultural awareness in every aspect that the ter ritorial 
people deal with. It is as simple as that, it has been ignored, and I think that it is very 
important that all the people in the Territories understand each other ' s  culture and if 
Euro-Canadians go to the school system they learn their system . They learn their history and their 
thoughts and their ways of learning, but they do not learn ours .  Is that wrong or is that right? 
From the youth perspective that i s  wrong. If we people are going to work together in the future, 
we have to understand each other's culture and respect it with feeling and with love for a more 
united future and people as one . That is why we talked about culture and education. The majority 
of the people in the NWT are aboriginal people. A lot of the cultural values and beliefs are not 
taught in the school system and we feel that it is inadequate for all people to just learn one 
system. We feel that we should learn all systems - - all cultural beliefs and values. The answer 
is simply that it has not been recognized and is simply being ignored .  That is all I can say. 

---Applause 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. I would just like to remind Members that the youth witnesses 
would like Members to react to their presentation. Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all I would like to say that we as politicians 
think that we have all the answers. For youth problems we also have to say that the expertise is 
with the youth themselves and that it is based on their consultation, their discussion and their 
direction that we will possibly be able to address some of the issues that do affect their very 
lives. 

I do not know if other Members have been consulting their youth but I have two people from my 
constituency sitting b_ehind me . As the discussion has been going on here in this House I have been 
referring to their advice and to their comments in order to address some of the issues that were 
presented by the members. One of the things I believe the youth are saying is that they would like 
to have some kind of a forum, a department that deals with some of the issues that do affect the 
youth. I would like to say that I totally agree with that. I know that some of the Ministers are 
saying that maybe there is not enough money to deal with all the problems of the youth. Certainly 
some of the education programs in the school right now -- I do not know whether they are effective 
to your needs. What possibly may be done is diverting that money to other issues that are more 
crucial to your aspirations. I do not know. 
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Educat i on And Career C hoice 

For ex amp 1 e I can on 1 y use some of my own experiences as we 1 1  as some of the experiences of the 
youth t h  at are from my schoo 1 and a good 1 ook at the high drop-out rate of youth s in the schoo 1 
p rogram , the educat i on system, and also how we come to have a high rate of unemployment, high  rate 
of su i c i de. One thing I can say is that in order to survive, like go from grade nine to grade 12  
to college or  to univers i ty, there are two important subject matter s that you have to take in order 
to take on any kind of career and these are p hysics and science. I know for example that in a lot 
of the schools,  because f t  i s  such a demanding curriculum that is geared more toward the people 
that they feel are going to be able to accomplish or succes sfully complete those two subject 
matter s , a lot of t i mes  the nat i ve people are the ones who are told to take di fferent subjects 
rat her than those two really crucial subjects. If you take those two courses you wi 1 1  be able to 
take any kind of career that you want to. You are not restricted only to maybe truck drivers or 
welders or carpenter s. I thought maybe I would let you know that because I have the exper i ence 
because I d i d  not take those two subjects. When it came t i me for me to select a career I was 
restr i cted to certain careers that I could take. 

I know that l i ke an alcoholic would probably know best what the problems are and how to deal with 
i t, I would have to say that regarding the is sues of the youtn ,  you are the experts on i t. I would 
always refer to your expert i se on these matters. A lot of times we figure that the polit i cians are 
the ones that know best how to deal with  your problems and how to resolve them. I beli eve a lot of 
times there are a lot of deficiencies in the education system, social system, in the work place and 
we do not have al 1 the answers. Certainly the expertise for youth s is with you people. I would 
certainly utilize your expertise to addre s s  some of the is s ues th at you have. Thank you, M r. 
Chairman. 

---Applause 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Wah -Shee ) :  Thank you. Sandy. 

M S  SANDY KIM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to addres s a few is sues that have been talked 
about. First of all, w i th Mr. MacQuar rie ' s s peech on having bar rier s, please be advised that when 
we went through th i s  and made the recommendat i ons  and observations, we knew and we were expect i ng 
to run into all kinds of bar rier s .  I th i nk we are young enough to expect a lot of things but we 
are old enough to know that we can ' t  get everyth i ng we want. 

It was interesting to see that we made all these recommendations and observations and several 
Members of the Legislative As sembly pointed out that there was lack of funds. We will just look at 
th at as one of the bar r i ers  that we can break th rough. I am sure th at we expect that. When and 
i f  the secretariat is  formed, we realize the res ponsibility t hat we have in all communities to wo rk 
harder in order ta take advantage of that. I th i nk we could have li sted out 1 00 pages and 100 
recommendat i ons of a 1 1  the things that we cou 1 d ever want as youth s in the NWT. Th at is  not what 
we wanted. We know what we want and we wou 1 d 1 i ke to do it on our own but we cannot do that as 
small gras s roots. We are ask i ng for a group or a department and a few permanently employed 
employees who can help us do that on our own. 

--- ,0.ppl ause 

As  a last note, I would like to say on behalf of the groups that we honestly and truly know the 
res ponsibil i ty that we have to  take on our selves in order to see this th rough. We sincerely hope 
that you w i ll look at th i s  di scus sion this morning as an opportunity to set up someth i ng through 
which you can reach us and allow us to be an advi sory board in all the poli cies and regulations you 
make that affect our lives. Thank you. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr . Wah - Shee) : I would just li ke to adv i se the Members that we are under somewhat of a 
t i me constraint unles s  some changes are made. We do have two other s peakers and after that we will 
hear from the federal M i ni�ter of Youth. Ms Cournoyea. 

P roblems Of Students In Residences 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a question. It appears  that in the 
presentation certa i n  things were touched on. I noticed that there was some mention of the student 
res i dence but I would like to ask the que stion, was there any di scus sion on the problem that seems 
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to  be p l ag u i n g  u s  wh ere , a l t h o u g h  s t udent s  h av e  no d i ff i c u l ty i n  t h e  ac adem i c sc hoo l or the  g r ad e s  
t h at t h ey are tryi ng  t o  ach i ev e ,  we do h ave a n  i mmed i ate prob l em where many o f  t he  s t u de n t s  are 
go i n g to re s i dent i a l dwe l l i ng s  to take  th e i r ed u c at i on . D i d yo u have a d i s c u s s i o n on ho w we cou l d  
a l mo st i mmed i at e l y  t ry to prevent  t h i s  d rop o ut from r e s i d e n c e ,  for t h e  s t u dent s  who f i nd i t  v e ry 
d i ff i c u l t to st ay i n  res i d ence?  Was  th at d i s c u s s i o n  part of yo u r  sem i n ar and d i d  yo u come up wi t h  
any s u g g e s t i ons  t h at we c o u l d  u s e? Th ank  you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  W a h - She e ) : Th ank you .  Who wou l d  l i ke to res po nd to t h at? Franc i s .  

MR . FRANC I S  P I U GATTU K :  Ta l k i ng about  ed u c at i o n ,  we sort of c o v e r ed al l top i cs and one  of t h e  
recommend at i o n s  we mad e wa s t h e  or i en t at i o n i d e a  abo u t  peop l e  go i ng t o  t h e s e  comm un i t i e s . Th at was 
p art  of t h at .  Ano t h er t h i ng ,  r i ght  now i n  Uk k i v i k ,  t h ey h av e  a c o u n s e l l or who i s  i n  the res i dence  
and t h ey say th at t h i s  h e l p s  a l ot . I f  we  get  coun s e l l o r s  i n  t h e  res i d e n c e s  - - I was  a prod uct  of 
t h e  Uk k i v i k  res i dence  and  i f  we h ad h ad a cou n s e l l or i n  t h e  Uk k i v i k  res i dence i t  wou l d  h ave h e l ped 
u s  a l ot bec au se  mo s t  of ou r c l assmat e s  we re drop- out s by the t i me some of us  g r ad u ated . Yes , we 
t a l k ed about t h at . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Sh e e ) :  Th ank you . Mr . Neryso o . 

HO N .  R I C HARD N E R YSOO : Th an k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rma n . wou l d  l i ke to c o n g r at u l ate t he you ng peop l e  a nd  
t h e  peop l e  t h at t h ey ch o s e  to make  th e i r pr e s e n t at i o n .  I d o  not wan t  to g i v e  my congr atu l at i o n s  on  
t he  b a s i s of j u st want i ng to h e ar from you and  l e ave it  at  t h a t ,  bec au s e  I t h i nk t h at you h av e  
s h own wh at I c on s i der  to be l e adersh i p  t h at I somet i mes  th i n k i s  requ i red  i n  t h i s Leg i s l at u r e  and 
t h at i s  t h e  ab i l i ty to set as i de person al d i fferences  and make a pre s e n t at i on of a c o l l ec t i v e ,  
u n i ted  po s i t i o n . I t h i n k  t h at at t i me s  t h at type o f  l e ad e r s h i p  i s  req u i r ed t o  respond  t o  t h e  need s 
of t h e  peop l e  of t h e  No rt h west  Terr i to r i es  a n d  I t h a n k  you v e ry mu ch for t h at pre s e n t at i on . 

- - -Ap p l a u s e  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah - Sh e e ) : I wo u l d  l i ke t o  c al l o n  - - Mr . Nerysoo , I am sorry . 

HON . R I C HARD N E R YSOO : Th a nk yo u .  I hope you d o  n ot want to c ut off t he  yo u n gest  Member of t h e  
L eg i s l at ure . 

AN  HON .  MEMB ER : J u s t  by two mo nt h s .  

HON . R I C HAR D NERYSOO : B ut , I a l so want  to s ay to  yo u t hat  I c ert a i n l y  app r e c i ated the  opport un i ty 
to s pe ak to you yo u ng peo p l e  as we l l .  I t h ank you and i t  was an h o n o ur for me to m a ke a 
p r e s e n t at i o n .  I d o  hope  th at some of t h e  i d e as and some of t h e  th i n g s  I d i d  s ay wi l l  i n s p i r e  some 
of you you ng peo p l e to bec ome l e ad er s ,  not o n l y  i n  p u b l i c  l i fe but i n  pr i v ate l i fe as w e l l .  I do 
not t h i n k  yo u shou l d  l i m i t yo u r s e l f  to the i d e a  of be i ng po l i t i c a l  l e ad e r s  becau s e  I t h i n k some of 
you w i l l  bec ome very good l e aders  i n  the bu s i n e s s  wor l d  and I t h i n k t h at you s h o u l d  p ur s ue t h at .  I 
w i s h  al so to s ay to yo u th at yo ur  presen t at i o n wh i l e  i t  dea l t w i t h  one spe c i f i c  i s s u e  of t h e  
secret ar i at - - a nd  I h ad t he opport un i ty t o  s pe ak about t h at p art i c u l ar i s s ue and  I r e al ly  fee l 
t h at i t  i s  a l eg i t  i m ate request  on t he  part of t h e  yo u n g  peop l e  - - i n  yo ur  pr ese n t at i o n  yo u st ayed 
away from the  i de a  of a s k i ng for a l ot of mo n ey to d e al o n l y  w i th  t he q u e s t i on of yout h . You h ave  
a l so  asked  for t h e  government  to de a l  wi t h  i s s u e s  t h at are  gen e r a l l y  app l i c ab l e  to the  peop l e  of 
t h e  No r t h west  Ter r i t o r i e s ; i mprovement i n  t h e  d r ug a nd al c o h o l  progr ams for al l peop l e ,  i mprovement  
for t h e  ed u c at i on a l  syst em ,  fo r al l peo p l e ,  and  t he  que s t i on of de al i ng w i th  emp l oyment  I th i n k i s  
i mpo rt ant bec au se i t  does  not  o n l y  ap p l y  to you ng peop l e ,  t h at i t  was neces sary for g o v e r nment to  
respond  po s i t i v e l y ,  creat i n g me as u r e s  t h at wo u l d  enco u r ag e  emp l oyment  of nort h e r n  peo p l e  i n  the  
No rt h we s t  Terr i tor i e s ,  wh e t h er i t  ap p l y  to  r e s o urce  d e v e l opment or whe t h er i t  ap p l y  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
o f  i mprovement i n  government  o f  further  emp l oyment i n i t i at i v e s  th at  we wo u l d  emp l oy ou r grad u a t e s  
or peop l e  o f  t h e  Nort h .  A nd  I t h i nk t h at t h at i s  c omme nd ab l e .  

F u r t h e r  Commu n i c at i o n And  F o l i ow-U p  

Ju st a cou p l e  o f  t h i n g s  I a l so wan t ed to s ay ,  a c o u p l e  o f  q ue s t i o n s .  F i r s t l y ,  d i d  you as a g rou p 
co n s i d e r  t h e  po s s i b i l i ty of ut i l i z i n g governmen t serv i c es  to i nf o rm the  peop l e  of t he  Northwest  
Terr i to r i  es  but  mo re g e n e r a l l y  yo u ng peop l e? And  I refer to t he  u se of  t h e  Dep artment  o f  
I nformat i o n a n d  t he  serv i ce s  th at they prov i de a n d  ot h e r  gov e r nment  serv i c es . 
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The other question is , did you con sider the po s sibility of a follow-up forum to review what has 
hap pened with regard to your recomme n dations and the further direction that you might give to 
government in future? Thank you very much , Mr. Chairman. 

---Applau s e  

C HAI RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. Who would like to res po n d  to tho se two que stion s ?  San d y. 

MS SAN DY K IM : Thank you , Mr. Chairman .  I would ju st like to reply to Mr. Nerysoo ' s  question .  We 
ap preciate his taki ng hi s time to c ome down to tell us about the services available throu gh the 
Department of I nformation and if we wanted to ex change corres pondence with regard to thi s ses sion 
and this week ' s  events. We have talked about and we are most certai nly going to u se that 
opportu nity to further communicate with each other about what is going  to happen from now on. 
Becau se we all k n ow that this is just the start of a big thi ng. Another thi ng i s ,  that most of u s  
are going to be here today a n d  ton i ght a n d  we are going  to make sure that thos e  of u s  who are near 
this headquarters of Yellowknife, are goi ng to get together to see this thi ng throu gh and we will 
be coming back to you. Thank you. 

- .:.-Ap plause  

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. Ju st for the information of  the youth 1vit nes ses , we have 
started out with o ne of  the oldest servi ng Members of  this chamber, which is Mr. Tom Butters. He 
is one of our eld ers. 

---Laughter 

And  now we are con cludi ng with the youn gest Member , Mr. Nerysoo. So , from there , I would like to 
call on the honourable federal Minister, Andr�e Champagne. And once she has made her statement i n  
reaction to your presentation ,  I would like to a s k  one o f  you , if  you wis h ,  to con clude a n d  react 
to her statement if you wi sh. Honourabl e  Mini ster. 

Res ponse B y  The Hon. A ndree Champagne , Minister Of State For Y outh 
/ 

HON .  AN DR E E  C HAMPAGNE:  Thank you ,  Mr. Chairman. Somebody said earlier that in a way , I was mostly 
off the hook as a representative of the federal government. After heari ng the present at i a n s  from 
the young people , I do not at all feel off the hook. I thi nk that when we talk about the cultural 
side of it , we are ta l king  about cro s s-cultural education. Yes , education is not in my 
juri s diction but when we are bri ngi ng in  the cultural content of it, I thi nk it is very much part 
of the federal juri sdiction. So are acquiring skills ,  j ob creation ,  community support. 

One of the thin g s  that surprised me in a very beautiful way was the practicality of your 
recommend  at i a n s. I mean , nobody has asked for a 1 1 the s n ow to di sap pear i n  the next six months 
over the Territories. Thi s is the type of resolution that we have received in  some other forums , 
in other parts of the c ountry. Your rec ommen dation s  are very matter of fact a n d  I thi nk most of 
them , with a little help from our friend s ,  we will be able to make some of them become a reality , 
a n d  I do wish that we will be able to do so. 

---Ap plau se 

The Question Of Commu nication 

One theme seems to c ome back , directly or indirectly all over , and it seems to be a question of 
communi cation between generation s ,  between governments and  the people. We live in  the 
communication age and  then you have to request from the media help in letti ng people know about 
s uicide ,  prevention. You say that you do not have the sk i lls  to fi l l  out the av ailable jobs and the 
business  community says that , " Well, there are skills shortage s , but you do not seem to be getti ng  
togethe-r . " An d , there are existing programs for people to acquire the skills ,  there is a skills 
shortages program , there is a program to provide in centives for bu sines ses to create more skilled 
positio n s , permanent jobs , and  thi s does  not seem to get through. We have a problem of 
c ommunication. I am really aski ng you, which way do you think would be the best way to communicate 
together? Do you read ? Is it new s papers , is it maga zi nes , is it through radio , is it through 
televi sio n ?  We have to fi nd ways to get through. 
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Today, we have finally reached one po i nt. You have spoken to your Members of Parliament. I was 
here. You have spoken to your Members of t he Assembly. There is a Member of Parli ament, I was 
here as wel 1 so we know something. It was the fi rst time we have opened a door. Al 1 through the 
year I have been saying to t he young people, "Help t hyself and the government s hall help you. " 
Last night,  Sabrina, you were saying, "What we are really asking i s, help us help ourselves." 
Really, we are saying the same thi ng but somehow whatever you want and whatever we can g i ve does 
not get through. We have a communication problem more than anything else and I really 1vant you to 
he 1 p me find these 1 i nes of communication. We have got to keep them open now that t h ey have been 
-- at least the door i s  ajar today. Commun i cat i on between you and your elders, you and all levels 
of government. I think that as long as we wil 1 keep on trying, i n  a way it w i  1 1  be a form of 
success and the young people w i ll work with us. Now, I am talk i ng as much to my colleagues because 
if we do not succeed in keeping t hose lines of communication open I think we w i ll deserve whatever 
fate they have in store for us 1 0  or 15 years down the road because they wi 1 1  be where we are 
today. 

We are talking about networking, yes , but please let me know how do we reach the start? Where does 
i t  start, where does it end, how does it come back? It has to be a wheel from you to the 
governments and back to you. This is, I t h i nk, what I ,  as a M i n i ster, have found t he most 
d i fficult . We are working now on post-International Youth Year programs and how to be in touch 
with the young people, how to develop new programs. How do we reach you? We cannot have you i n  
this Assembly, in this chamber every day, but how do we reach you? Is i t  that we have really not 
been 1 i steni ng? You tell us . I hear you. Thank you. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Ms Kim , on behalf of the youth, would you w i sh to wrap up? Sandy . 

MS SANDY KIM : Could I just have one more m i nute? Sabri na has something to tell me. Thank you . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman . On behalf of all the youth delegates of the Northwest Territor i es, 
would like to thank all the people who have put in all the work th at was required to bring us 
together. I would like to thank Mme. Champagne for address i ng the issue of communication and I 
feel and I know that all our group feels t hat for t he secretar i at that we are trying to establ i sh ,  
ach i eving communicat i on will be t he b i ggest responsibility for that organ i zation that we are trying 
to get. Dur i ng the week we have had many speakers coming and talking to us about how much money is 
spent on youth i n  the past i n  various departments and they would l i ke to f i nd out what has gone 
wrong and why there are so many youth problems wi th a 1 1  that money spent and a 1 1  the  work done, so 
we feel that obv i ously there is someth i ng that was miss i ng i n  organ i zi ng all those polici es and 
programs and reg ul at ions and spend i ng money and we hope th at this secretariat wi 1 1  be the link and 
liaison between the government body and the various youth people all over the Northwest 
Territories . 

I would like to take t his chance to ask you, Mme. Champagne , M i n i ster of Youth, i f  you would like 
to share 50  per cent cost of estab l ish i ng th i s  youth secretari at? Thank you. 

- --Ap plause 

C HA IRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Mme. Champagne. 

HON. ANDREE CHAMPAGNE : I would f i rst like to know 5 0  per cent of how much. But I think that 
certa i nly through the Secretary of State office and so on, there will be a way, once you have set 
it up that we will be able to partic i pate and give you some help and maybe work jointly. Whenever 
we can do things together there i s  more money to go around than when we have two di fferent offices 
and two d i fferent staff, so let us try and work it together and that gives me a brand new th i ng to 
bring to my colleagues next week . Thank you. 

---Applause 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. Mr. R i chard. 

MR. RI CHARD : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, in consultati on with some of my colleagues, I 
wish to, t his afternoon, when we convene in formal Assembly, put forward a mot i on ari sing out of 
our deliberations thi s morn i ng but ,  Mr. Chairman, I felt that perhaps I could g ive noti ce to my 
fellow MLAs of t his mot i on now and because I am not sure t hat all the members of the Youth Forum 
wi l l be present this afternoon, make them aware as we 1 1 . The substance of the motion, Mr. 
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Cha i rman, will be that this Legislative Assembly recommend that the Executive Council review the 
recommendations made by the youth representatives on October 28th and prepare a formal response to 
these recommendat i o ns for consideration by th i s  Assembly at the next session. Thank you, Mr. 
Cha i rman. 

Report Of Committee Of TQe Who l e  Of Presentations By Delegates To Youth Forum 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) : Thank you. On behalf of t he committee, I wou l d  li ke to thank the youth 
delegatio n for the i r  recommendat i ons and also thank the federal Minister for her input and interest 
i n  t he recomrnen dat i ans coming from the youth. Th at cone 1 udes the matter before us, so the Speaker 
w i l l  take over from here. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Cha i rman. It has indeed been an interest i ng morning . I think that 
everyone has learned various things from it. I want to tha nk the Minister for being w i th us today 
and giving us hope for the future w i th i n her department and within her jur i sdiction in Ottawa, and 
to the yout h, remember it i s  up to you. Do n ot forget the " Y  O U" and you are a sure winner if you 
follow down that type of l ine. 

By the power that has been granted to me by this Assemb l y  I am changing the sitt i ng hours today 
to 2: 0 0  until 7: 00  p.m. This House w i ll stand adjourned until 2: 00  p. m. 

- - -ADJOURNMENT
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