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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1986 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Garqan, 
Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCal lum, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Hon. Red Pedersen, Mr. Richard, 
Hon. l�ick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. T'Seleie, Hon. Gordon Wray 

SPEAKER (Hon. [Jon Stewart): Father Boyd, would you please lead us in prayer? 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

FATHER LEO BOYD: Blessed are You, Lord God, Maker and Ruler of the universe. You have brought us 
to the beginning of another year in Your service. Remember Your love for us in Christ Jesus and 
help us to live for Your honour and glory and for the salvation of all. Lord God look with love on 
the people of this community and keep them safe in Your service. Guide the Members of this seventh 
session of the 10th Assembly of the Legislature of the Northwest Territories and help them to work 
together for the good of all. Bless their plans and deliberations and bring them to success. 
Father, we ask this grace through Christ our Lord. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Father Boyd. Please be seated. Mr. Clerk, would you ascertain if the 
Commissioner of the Northwest Territories is prepared to address this Assembly? 

ITEM 2: COMMISSIONER'S ADDRESS 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Please be seated. Mr. Speaker, Members of the Legislative Assembly, it is my 
pleasure to welcome you to this seventh session of the 10th Legislative Assembly of the Northwest 
Territories. 

Constitutional Advancement 

Since the last sitting of this Assembly in October of 1985, significant constitutional steps have 
been taken with regard to the leadership and responsibilities of the Executive Council. At a 
ceremony held in the Executive board room on January 30th, I had the honour and pleasure of turning 
over the chairmanship of the Executive Council -- the cabinet of the territorial government -- to 
the Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Government Leader. That act of transfer was the culmination of many years 
of planning, of step by step political and constitutional advancement, and the progressive 
assumption of ever-increasing responsibility by elected Members of the Executive Council, and 
indeed by all of the past and present Members of this House. 

The strong support of former Ministers of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, and in 
particular the support and direction received from the present Minister, the Hon. David Crombie, 
have been essential in the achievement of the goal of responsible government. On behalf of the 
Members of this Legislature, I acknowledge with thanks that support and the obvious confidence 
which Members of the federal cabinet have pl aced in our government. My predecessor, former 
Commissioner Stuart Hodgson, was ins'trumental in substantially advancing the cause of responsible 
government through his dedicated efforts to establish both governmental and admin,istrative systems 
at the grass-roots level throughout theTerritories, and in drawing Canadian and worldwide attention 
to the reality of the North. 
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It is a brief 35 years since elected Members first joined the then-named territorial Council and 
only 11 years since our Legislature has been composed exclusively of elected Members. Similarly, 
the composition of the Executive Council has changed rapidly from its formation in 1969 when it 
consisted of three appointed persons. When the Deputy Commissioner ceased to be an Executive 
member less than three years ago, the Executive Council achieved fully elected status. Our 
constitutional time scale for changes of this magnitude has been compressed into a relatively short 
period. To the great credit of present and former Members of this House, constitutional changes 
have been sought after and pressed for with great vigour as befits the elected representatives of 
people who are seeking to manage their own lives within our Canadian parliamentary tradition. 

Transfer Of Responsibility For Department Of Personnel 

Early in January of this year I transferred effective control and management of the public service 
to the Government Leader who now fulfils the role of Minister responsible for the Department of 
Personnel. The final step in this process wi 11 occur when this House approves the amendments to 
the Public Service Act which will be considered during this session. I am confident that the 
processes for appeal and arbitration which are in place and which indeed will be strengthened, will 
fully meet the needs of the public service. 

Transfer Of Programs To Territorial Government 

The process of seeking further devolution of provincial-like authorities from the federal to the 
territorial government, started by the previous Government Leader and Executive, is continuing. 
Late in 1985 concerns were raised by aboriginal associations about the speed and manner in which 
this initiative was progressing. The Inuit organizations, in particular, were concerned about the 
effect of devolution on their land claims negotiations. As a result of discussions between the 
Executive Council and aboriginal leaders, their concerns appear to have been met so that the 
devolution process may continue in certain specific program areas. 

Discussions are continuing with the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs on the transfer of 
forestry and fire management programs. Wh i 1 e these programs wi 11 be monitored by this government 
during the coming summer, it is planned that the full transfer of these responsibilities will occur 
in October 1986. It is anticipated that extensive consultation with the public, native 
organizations, and other interest groups will be undertaken to assist in the development of forest 
management policies. 

As a result of the successful transfer of the Frobisher hospital to the territorial government, 
negotiations on the transfer of remaining health services in Baffin are continuing. The transfer 
of Baffin health programs hopefully will be completed by September 1, 1986. The transfer of 
remaining health care programs in the Northwest Territories is presently planned for April 1, 1987. 

The Department of Public Works and Highways continues to negotiate the transfer of 
inter-territorial road reconstruction from the federal government. The turnover of this program, 
planned for April 1, 1987 will complete the transfer of all road reconstruction programs. 
Negotiations will continue during 1986-87 toward the transfer of all highway programs, including 
new highway and community access road construction. 

In November, 1985 the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, together with two of his colleagues 
from the Government of Yukon, signed a memorandum of understanding with the Minister of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development providing for the transfer of NCPC to the two territorial 
governments by March 31, 1987. The Minister is reviewing the federal decision regarding the head 
office location of the company and is giving very close attention to the financial terms under 
which this government would assume responsibility for electrical power s'upply. With the transfer 
of these functions this government will be better able to provide full provincial-type programs and 
services to the residents of the NWT. 

Aboriginal Claims Negotiations 

After a year of relative inactivity, we recently have seen a renewed_ emphasis in the negotiation of 
the two outstanding comprehensive aboriginal claims. Negotiators working on the Tungavik 
Federation of Nunavut claim have initialled two subagreements-in-principle in the past two months 
on Inuit water rights and impact and benefit agreements. On the Dene/Metis claim, a considerable 
amount of work has been completed in preparation for a heavy year of negotiations involving land 
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management and selection. With this renewed activity and the interest the current topics have 
sparked, the general public has become more anxious to learn more about land claims and how the 
public interest is being protected at negotiations. Your government is currently preparing a 
public information strategy to help meet this need and to assure non-beneficiaries that their 
government is indeed representing their interests as well at these negotiations. 

In view of the complexities and importance of the issues of devolution and aboriginal claims and 
the desire of this government to ensure that these processes are carried out with the participation 
and support of all aboriginal organizations, a northern leaders summit with representatives from 
the Executive Council and each of the aboriginal organizations will .be held at the end of this 
month. At this meeting, the relationship between the various constitutional processes such as land 
claims, devolution and division will be defined and an agreement will be sought on how these 
processes can be advanced. 

Affirmative Action 

The Executive Council approved the native employment policy one year ago and during the intervening 
period the Equal Employment Directorate has become operational. The Government Leader expects to 
have affirmative action plans for all departments drafted by March of this year. Affirmative 
action policies for women and the handicapped are being developed and it is expected these policies 
will be in place early in the new fiscal year. 

---Applause 

Language And Cultural Programs 

This Legislature and your Executive Council have attached particular importance to the growth and 
expansion of the use of aboriginal languages. The task force on aboriginal languages reporting to 
the Government Leader will have its report prepared for tabling later in this session and I know 
Members are anxious to consider the thoughtful recommendations which they will be making. While 
the report of the task force will provide a basis for the expanded use of abori qi na l l anq uages in 
the cominq years, the government is currently taking other steps to facilitate language 
development. The Government Leader is investigating the possibility of raising aboriginal 
languages to an official status in the NWT. 

With regard to the provision of French language services, resources will be provided by the 
Secretary of State and several bilingual staff members will join the territorial government to 
begin work on the provision of basic French language services, as well as those requirements 
outlined in the Official Languages Act. The government intends to introduce amendments to the NWT 
Official Languages Act this session which will delay official status for French by three years, 
thus providing a more realistic time period for the achievement of this goal. 

Since the last session amalgamation of all government cultural programs in the Department of 
Culture and Communications has been finalized. These changes reflect the high priority that the 
Executive Council and Legislative Assembly placed on the protection and enhancement of our cultural 
heritage. Responsibility to co-ordinate, develop and monitor the Canada/NWT contribution agreement 
for aboriginal languages has been placed with this department under the direction of the Hon. Red 
Pedersen. The Secretary of State, the Hon. Benoit Bouchard, will be in Yellowknife later this 
session to sign this agreement. 

The Department of Education has. started the process to establish a number of language centres in 
locations central to the various language groups across the NWT. These will initially undertake 
local language curriculum work and serve as cent res for the field-based component of the teacher 
education program. The two responsibilities of curriculum development and teacher training are 
crucial for the effective establishment of sound aboriginal language programs in which culturally 
and linguistically related programs can be presented by well qualified teachers and language 
instructors. Later in this session the Minister of Education will present the department's first 
comprehensive report card to this Assembly. 

The Minister of Justice will advance legislation at this session to make it possible for an 
aboriginal person to sit as a juror even though he or she does not speak English or French. This 
provision will allow a far greater number of residents to participate in the justice system. As 
well, there will be much stronger emphasis on the provision of better interpretation services for 
the courts. 
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Strengthening Of Business And Employment Opportunities 

Experience has shown that modern economics do not naturally provide acceptable levels of employment 
and that specific government action is required. We know governments alone cannot create the 
necessary employment, and that if employment options are to be made available there must be 
undertakings by the government in conjunction with the private section. Although our economic 
performance has compared very favourably to the national economy so far this decade, we are 
none the less facing some difficult challenges. Unemployment, particularly among young people, and 
in the smaller communities, remains at an unacceptably high level and continues to be a stubborn 
problem which declining world petroleum and mineral prices threaten to make worse. In an effort to 
seek out ideas for future economic prospects, the Department of Economic Development and Tourism 
has planned a series of economic development conferences in each region, to be followed by a final 
territorial-wide conference this summer. 

Despite the negative publicity problems plaguing the fur industry in recent years, international 
prices for many furs from the Northwest Territories have been rising at encouraging rates. Credit 
for this change is due in part to the activities of native groups, the Fur Institute of Canada, 
Indigenous Survival International, and your Minister of Renewable Resources and his predecessor, 
Nellie Cournoyea. In order that territorial trappers take full advantage of these more favourable 
market conditions, the Department of Economic Development and Tourism will be sponsoring a fur 
symposium in March. Just prior to this a country food fair will be held. 

In order to further strengthen business and employmen� opportunities, under the direction of the 
Minister, the Department of Economic Development 1s leading negotiations with the federal 
government on a three year extension of the economic development agreement. This EDA will include 
six subsidiary agreements on business development, tourism, arts and crafts, renewable resource 
development, mining, and economic planning. Consultation will take place with all affected sectors 
of our economy in order to develop programs under these agreements. These new agreements are 
scheduled to be in place this summer. 

Several specific economic initiatives give rise to cautious optimism for the future. In the Fort 
Good Hope area, the community, the Government of the Northwest Territories and the federal 
government have agreed to a temporary lifting of the freeze on the granting of new exp lo ration 
permits for oil exploration in the Mackenzie Valley. With a competitive call for proposals, the 
selection of the successfu 1 company wi 11 be based on consideration of the proposed exp lo ration 
program and on the local and regional benefits associated with the project. The call for proposals 
wi 11 close at the end of February and it is planned that the work wi 11 commence next winter. As 
there is new federal legislation to regulate oil exploration programs, this procedure will not be 
repeated. However any further release of lands will continue to require extensive consultation and 
support from the affected communities. 

Gulf's announcement of a major oil find at its Amauligak drilling site indicates the Beaufort Sea 
has the potential to become one of Canada's main oil producing regions. By the spring of 1987 the 
Amauligak consortium should have the needed reservoir information to make development decisions. 

NWT Participation In Expo 1 86 

As we enter the new year, the count down begins toward May 2nd and the official opening of the 
Northwest Territories pavilion at Expo 1 86. Millions of visitors will have the opportunity of 
experiencing the most comprehensive and exciting picture of the North ever presented to a southern 
audience. Under the leadership of your Expo 1 86 Minister, the Hon. Tagak Curley, the project has 
developed a high profile in both the North and the South. Northern companies have provided 
corporate support and over $1.6 million worth of northern arts and crafts have been purchased for 
sale in the pavilion. Approximately 120 northern employees will be hired to begin work in April. 

The Executive Council has approved support to enable over 300 students from 20 schools to vis it 
Expo 1 86. In addition, through the co-ordination of the Department of Education, PWA will provide 
up to 130 students and their parent or guardian with a free flight to visit Exp"o 1 86. Students 
competed for seats through submissions of works of art and essays. 

In order to demonstrate the government's commitment to northern employment in its own operations, 
under the direction of the Hon. Gordon Wray, the Department of Public Works and Highways awarded 
1048 construction contracts to northern firms. This represents an increase of 46 per cent over the 
previous fiscal year and it is expected that this growth will continue in 1986-87. 
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P as s i ng Of D i st i ngu i s hed NWT Res i d ent s 

At th i s  t i me I wo u l d  as k th i s  H o u s e  to observe  wi t h  regret the pa ss i n g of some d i st i n g u i s h ed 
res i dents  of the Northwest Terr i t o r i es . The w i sdom , d ed i c at i on and serv i ce to the North of th ese 
e l ders  are remembered wi t h  grat i t u de . 

Mrs . Mart h a  Porter pa ssed away qu i et l y  i n  Gj o a  H aven on J an u ary 20t h . Mr s .  Porter was i n  h er ear l y  
sevent i e s .  She was act i v e i n  t rad i t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s an d was t h e  w i dow of t h e  l at e  Geo rge  Porter , 
Sen i or .  

D i c k  Turner , a re s i dent of the Fort S i mpson  are a ,  b u s h  p i  l ot ,  pro spector , tr apper  and a uthor  of 
t h ree nort hern  book s ,  d i ed j u st before C h r i stm as at t he age of 7 4 .  We l l - k nown i n  t he a rea ,  he c ame 
north  as a tr apper i n  1930 . 

J ames Ak avak  of L ak e  Harbour served as a s pec i a l  co n st ab l e  w i t h  the RCMP from 1939  to 1965 . Two of 
h i s  sons  and  one  grand son are c urrent l y  ser v i n g  w i th t he  force . Mr . Ak avak pas sed away i n  l ate 
October . 

A we l l -k nown hunter and t r apper i n  Fort Mc Pher son , W i l l i am V i tt rekwa passed  aw ay on No vember 1 6th . 
He l ed a very act i ve l i fe an d served  as an Ang l i c an Ch urch  warden for many ye ar s , he l p i n g  w i t h  
s er v i ces for peop l e  l i v i n g i n  b u s h  c amp s . I n  1970  a t  th e age of 7 7 , h e  gu i ded  a n  RCMP p at ro l  
t r ave l l i ng by dog  team from Fort Mc Pher son t o  Dawson  C i ty .  

A h u nt er a n d  t r apper i n  t h e  Fort Mc Pherson are a ,  George  Robert served as a g u i de ,  as we 1 1 ,  o n  t h e  
1 9 7 0  RCMP p at ro l . H e  passed away i n  a t rag i c  i n c i dent  on  December 2 1 s t . H e  w i l l  b e  remembered f or 
s h ar i ng h i s  mu s i c a l g i ft by p l ay i n g  at commu n i t y g at h er i n g s  and c e l ebrat i o n s . 

An act i ve member of h i s  commu n i ty, Mau r i ce Cotch i l l y ser ved as c h i ef of the  Fort Good Hope  Dene 
B an d  in the 1950s and 1960s . He was reg arded  a s  an exce l l ent ex amp l e  for the commu n i ty ' s  yout h and 
was we l l -kn own and  respected i n  the s u r ro u n d i n g commu n i t i e s .  He p as sed away i n  November at t he age 
of  7 7 . 

Fort Sm i t h e l der , Mag l o i re Beaver , passed  away J an u ary 21st . He i s  s u r v i ved by h i s w i fe Agnes  and 
many c h i l dren , grandch i l dren and great -grandch i l dren . Tho u gh never i n vo l ved in po l i t i cs h i ms e l f ,  
two of h i s  son s h ave  served a s  c h i efs o f  the  F i t z -Smi t h  Dene B and . 

The pas s i ng of each of these  e l ders  w i l l  l e ave  a v o i d  i n  th e i r  h ome commun i t i es .  To th e i r  f am i l i e s  
we  extend  our  sympath i e s .  

Comm i s s i oner ' s  Award For Br avery 

I n  October at Chesterf i e l d  I n l et ,  a four  year o l d  ch i l d fe l l  t h ro ugh the th i n  i ce i nto four or f i ve 
feet of water . H i s o l der brother , Don M i m i a l i k ,  aged e i ght , ent ered t h e  pond , he l d  h i s  head above 
w ater , and att empt ed to rescue h i m .  S u b s eq uent l y  P au l  Aut u t ,  age 24 , as s i sted by Kev i n  I s s a l u k , 
aged 17 , rescued t h e  four  year o l d from t h e  i c e-co l d  water . The i r  cour age an d d i sreg ard for 
person a l  s afety are exce l l ent examp l e s of yo uthfu l concern for ot her membe rs of t h e  commu n i ty .  I n  
recogn i t i on o f  the i r  courageous  act s ,  t h e  Comm i s s i o ner ' s  Award for bravery at the s econd l e v e l  i s  
be i ng awarded to you n g  Don M im i a l i k ,  and  a l etter of  commendat i on w i l l  be g i v en t o  P au l Autut and  
Kev i n I s s a l u k  for t h e i r ro l e  i n  the  resc u e . 

Soc i a l  And Hea l t h  Progr ams 

I w i s h  to dr aw to you r  attent i o n some cu rrent .- and new government programs wh i c h  w i l l  as s i s t 
c ommu n i t i es i n  g a i n i n g i ncreased contro l  of soc i a l progr ams . Th e Department of So c i a l Ser v i ces i s  
c omp l et i n g a comprehen s i ve asses sment o f  the  aged and h an d i c apped as a st art i n  l oo k i ng at the i r 
spec i a l  h e a l t h  need s .  A s en i or c i t i zens  person al c are fac i l i ty wi l l  be opened i n  Rae i n  t he ear l y  
s pr i n g of  1 986 . Th e i n vo l v ement o f  the  commun i ty and e l ders  i n  t h e  des i g n and constr u c t i on  of th e 
f ac i l i ty was exten s i ve and h i gh l i g hted  t h e  c u l t u re and l i festy l e s of t h e  commu n i ty .  

I n cre ased emph as i s  i s  be i n g  p l aced b y  t h e  Dep artment of  Hea l t h  o n  pu b l i c awareness w i th respect t o  
l i festy l e  i l l ne s ses  a n d  promot i on o f  s u c h  th i n g s  a s  non - smo k i n g ,  he a l t h n u tr i t i on ,  an d fam i l y  l i f e 
e d u c  at i o n .  I n  t he  cu rrent year the  feder a l  and  terr i t o r i a l  governments  h ave s u pported 38 
commu n i ty-r u n  a l coho l and drug  project s  t hroughout  the Terr i tor i es . Th e se  projects  h ave as the i r  
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mand ate the prov 1 s 1 on of needed preventive services at the lo c al level. The emphasis on drug and 
al c ohol treatment and rehabilitation throughout the North at a 11 levels of our society has been 
strengthened. 

Ch i l d  abuse, along with other types of f amily violence, is becoming an increasing so cial concern in 
the Northwest Territories. The Department of Educ ation is developing policies and pro cedures for 
teachers to follow in cases of suspected child abuse. The school health program addresses this 
topic in sever al curriculum units. This instruction will increase the child's awareness of how to 
deal with potenti ally dangerous situations. 

Following recommend ations from this government's task force on spousal assault, you will be asked 
during this session to approve a Hree year plan of action to address the problem. Contribution 
funding through the Status of Women Secretariat is being utilized to sponsor community initi ated 
research projects to identify the extent of the problem and lo c al needs. Workshops to enhance 
public aw areness of this type of so ci al problem and assist communities in identifying solutions 
have also been funded. 

Current Progr ams Regarding Housing 

The opening of this session finds the NWT Housing Corporation, under the direction of the Hon. Mike 
Ball antyne, undertaking a thorough review of its programs and operations. The report of the 
speci al c ommittee on housing tabled in June 1 985 and 1 1 A New Era in Housing" t abled in Oc tober, 
provide the framework for this ex amin ation. 

The concept of home-ownership is bec om i ng wi de l y accepted across the Territories. I n  recognition 
of this, the corpor ation's federal funding partner, Can ada Mortg age and Housing Corpor ation, has 
agreed to share the cost of the home-ownership assistance program. As a resu l t, in addition to the 
1 95 public housing units planned for construction, the corporation will be ab le to deliver 175 HAP 
homes in 1986. 

Activities In Dep artment Of Justice 

There has been much discussion recently regarding the tre atment and rights of victims of crime. In 
view of this the Justice department will be taki ng major initiatives in this area to ensure that 
substantial improvement is made in recogni zing the rights of victims of crime. As part of these 
initi atives, greater emphasis will be placed on the crimin al injuries compensation progr am. As 
part of the law reform initi at i ve, family law l egislation will be revised to make it concur with 
current society standards. 

It wi 11 be a priority of the Department of Just ice to revit alize the mine safety function to re ach 
its ful l est potential. There will be much greater emphasis pl aced on educ ational aspects of mine 
safety and the enhancement of training of personnel in the mine safety division so that they can 
better deal with the task of ensuring a safe working environment . The mi ning industry is of vital 
importance to the NWT. It is therefore incumbent on us to ensure that the industry is regulated 
and protected in the best manner possible and that management and workers are enc ouraged to work 
together in addressing safety issues. 

The Minister of Justice recognizes the demand from the communities for addition al police 
detachments or incre ased po lice personnel. I f  we are to meet these needs, additional financi al 
reso urces not currently avail able will be required. It is the desire of this government that to 
the fullest extent possible future recruitment for the NWT wi l l  be for native persons either as 
c onstables or speci al const ables. 

The civil emergency pl anning program has been transferred to the Department of Government 
Services. All dam age cl aims for last spring's flo od in Hay River have now been dealt with and the 
fin al dis aster assistance payments made. 

Government At The Community Level 

The foundation for politic al development and government has been and continues to be lo c al 
government at the community level. The settlements of L ac la Martre and Sachs Harbour will be 
achieving hamlet status on April 1, 1986 . As well, the hamlet of Norman Wells will be acq uiring 
loc al taxing authority with the attainment of vill age status at the same time . This will bring to 
31 the tot al number of h amlets and Norman Wells will join Fort Simpson as one of the two villages 
in the NWT. 
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Regiona l counci l s  have continued to deve l op .  There are current l y  six in corporated regional and 
tribal council s  in the NWT .  As wel l ,  communities south of Great S l ave Lake have organi zed i nto the 
South S l ave Regiona l Counci l and are working toward incorporation . The Minister of Loca l 
Government attended a suc cessful joint meeting of the executives of the Deh Cho Regiona l Council , 
South S l ave Regiona l Counci l and Dogrib Tribal Council  at Hay River . The Minister a l so attended 
the meeting of the Mackenzie Del ta regional council and observed its de l iberat i ons with great 
interest . During 1986 the government wi l l be ho l ding further consul tations with representatives of 
regional counci l s  to assess their current organizationa l state and hear their proposa l s  for 
continued deve l opment . 

Sport And Recreation 

I n  the fie l d  of sport and recreation, the high l ights of the year were the deve l opment of the 
recreation leaders training course and the estab l ishment of the Sports Hal l of Fame . The Minister 
wi l l provide further detai l s  on each of these achievements l ater in the session . 

I n  January 1100 ath l etes from across the Territories participated in tryouts for the Arctic Winter 
Games and a high l evel of sportsmanship and abi l ity was demonstrated by a l l participants . 
I ncreased participation and skil l s  in a number of areas il l ustrated that the construction of new 
recreation facil ities is having a positive effect across the NWT . 

Capita l Expenditures On Basic Services In Communities 

The i mprovement and provision of basic services continues to be a major program for the 
government . In community p l anning and deve l opment, capita l expenditures on municipa l 
infrastructure exceeded $2 3 mi l l ion in 1985-86 . Over 50 per cent of that was spent on improving 
water and sanitation systems across the NWT .  Projects were undertaken in 46 communities this 
year . In addition, major initiatives in l and devel opment were undertaken in response to the 
government ' s  increased priority for hous i ng .  The deve l opment of sufficient residential land wi l l  
continue to be a major activity in the coming years . 

Sessiona l Legisl ation 

I now wish to draw to your attention the l egis l ative program of this Assembl y .  Dur i ng this session 
16 bi l l s wi l l  be introduced for your consideration . Amendments to the fol l owing acts wi l l  be 
advanced : I ncome Tax ; Institute of Chartered Ac countants ; I nsurance ; Jury; Officia l  Languages ; 
Petro l eum Products Tax ; Pub l ic Service ; Pub l ic Trustee ; Society of Management Ac countants ; 
Taxation . New l egis l ation consists of the Appropriation Act, 1986-87 ; Loan Authorization Act, 
1986-87 ; Supp l ementary Appropriation Act , No . 3, 1985 -86 ; Suppl ementary Appropriation Act, No . 1, 
1986-87 ; Wr i te Of f of Assets and Debts Act, 1985-86 ; and Revo l v i ng Funds Act, 1986-87 . I recommend 
the passage of each of these pieces of l egis l ation . 

I now commend to you, for your earnest c onsideration and wise judgment, the business of this House 
as I officia l l y  dec l are open the seventh session of the 10th Legis l ative Assemb l y  of the NWT . 

- --Appl ause 

MR . SPEAKER : P l ease be seated . We wi l l  now proceed with the orders of the day . Item 3, Members' 
rep l ies . Mr . T ' Se l eie . 

I TEM 3 :  MEMBERS ' REPL I ES 

Motion Of Appreciation 

M R . T 1 SEL E I E :  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . am p l  eased to move the motion of appreciation for the 
Commissioner ' s  Address . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . T 1 Se l ei e .  It is understood that the Members at this time moving and 
seconding the Commissioner ' s  Address wil l have an opportunity at a l ater date to give their rep l y  
in ful l .  Is there a seconder? Mr . Patterson . 
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M r. Pat ter son ' s Reply And Motion Of Appreciation Seconded 

HON. DENN I S  PATT ERSON : Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. am very pleased to second the mtion of 
thanks for the Commis sioner's Add res s. I will not be q uite as brief as my friend, Mr . T ' Seleie, 
becau se in doing so I would like to congrat ulate Commis sioner Parke r and ou r Government Leader and 
indeed all Members  of this As sembly for the recent significant and his toric event which occurred a 
few weeks ago 11,he reby the Government Leader ass umed chairmanship of the Executive Council after 
having taken over responsibil ity for the Depar tment of Per sonnel. This now means, Mr. Speaker, 
that elected Member s of this As sembl y who have been ent ru sted by Members  of this As sembly with 
Executive respons ibilities will now be directly account able to this Hou se for all actions and 
decis ions of this government respecting all department s and all areas of ou r jurisdiction. 

AN HON.  MEM B ER : Hear, hear ! 

MR. MacQUAR R IE :  Respons i ble government becomes irres ponsible qovernment. 

- - - Laughter 

HON. DE NN IS PATT ERSON : That ' s  progress. Elected Member s  may well make occasional mistakes, Mr. 
Speaker, very rarely I hope, but at least now for every decision and every action we will be f ully 
and publicly accountab l e  to the people of the Nor thwest  Territories through this As sembly. I think 
this is an enormou s step toward responsible government and one with which I am s u re all Members are 
pleased and proud. 

I know, Mr. Speake r, that this has been a goal of Commis sioner Parker and all Members of the 
Executive Counci l I have had the privilege to work with over the past five years. So it qives me 
particular p l easure  to be able to second this motion of appreciation to Commis sioner Parker- who has 
never hesitat ed to promote this step. That has been acknowledged many times in this Hou se. I 
wo uld also like to acknow l edge that without the Hon. David Crombie's concurrence, thi s his toric 
step wou l d  not have been pos sible. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also just like to take a moment to say a few word s about Elise Att agutaluk, a 
mother, an ad ult ed ucat or and a community leader well-known in Baffin, who recently met her death 
in another regrettable tragedy of family violence. Eli se was an inspiration to all of us who knew 
her and I am comforted by the knowledge that I am certain her death will not have been in vain; 
that we will work together to prevent s uch terrible los ses aga i n. 

I would like to mention I have recently had the privilege of at tending conferences on this 
impo rtant subject which unfor t unate l y  seems to to uch all of us in one way or another and I was very 
s t r uck by the dedication of those who at tended and their determination to do something together to 
prevent family violence and the res ultant threat to human life and d i gnity. 

Respect For Aspirations For Self-Government 

Mr.  Speaker, I do have impor tant mat ters respecting my cons tituency which I wi sh to discu s s  in 
further reply to the Commis s i oner's Add res s. The need for recreat ion facilities, the problem of 
low-tide acces s  to the beach at Iqaluit, the need for a territorial judge to serve the Eastern 
Arctic, improved acces s  to ju stice, enhancing the renewable resource economy, but I will seek 
another opport unity than today to do so. But  I would like to briefly talk on this important day 
about the need for u s  all to have renewed hope that we can, by working together in this As sembly, 
by showing respect for the right s of other s ,  particularly the right of self-determination which is 
cherished by my cons tit uent s, together lay the groundwo rk for the es tablishment of new and improved 
forms of government in the East and the West.  

Mr.  Speaker, I have been dis tu rbed to hear recently that some honou rable Member s  are get ting tired 
of waiting for this is s ue to be resolved. Well, so am I. B ut what dis tres ses me is that they seem 
to be now wishing that divis ion would go away. Now that may be seen to be the easiest way but that 
is not an honourable solution, Mr. Speaker. And in my view, it shows no l'les pect for the 
aspirations of my cons tit uent s for self-government . I hope that when I add re s s  this i s s ue at more 
length another day in this ses sion, I will be able to per s uade my friends, Mr. B utters, M r s. 
Lawrence and pe rhaps others, not to give up, to respect the st rong aspirations of my con s tit uent s.  
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Thi s is the very ti me to prof i t  from your concerns and mi ne, that th i s  issue must be resolved and 
that we can deal with it in a statesmanl i ke way . We were not able to do so i n  th i s  House a year 
ago but I know we have all learned from that . Rancour and confrontat i on have qot us nowhere . 

A N  HON .  MEMBER : Hear, hear ! 

HON . DENN I S  PA TT ER SON :  So 1 et us resolve to work together . Let us resolve not to resort to a 
majori ty using i ts numbers to squelch the r i ghts of a m i nority to plan a new order where we would 
shape our desti ny and our future, ourselves . And wi th all respect, we are not goi ng to meet 
everyone ' s  need, to do that . Well, we should be sati sfi ed w i th havi ng recently obtai ned a greater 
measure of self -government i n  Yellowkn i fe .  Let us not forget the strong aspi rati ons of the people 
of I qalui t and Nunavut for self-government on terms mean i ngful to us as well . 

Mr . Speaker, ( Translat i on )  I would like to ment i on my w i fe and fam i ly are here w i th us . I am very 
happy about that . Up to now, they have helped me a great deal . 

M R .  SPEAKER : relinqu i sh the ri ght to the floor . I th i nk you have gone beyond the hour of a 
formal second i ng mot i on .  I am accept i ng th i s  as your reply to the Commi ssioner ' s  Ad dress so you 
have the floor to cont i nue your ad dress . I cannot allow people to have two repli es and you took 
far too long to just do the formality that was expected. I have to accept that as your reply . 
Before you conclude I g i ve you the opportun i ty to cont i nue . Mr . Patterson . 

HON . DENN I S  PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I certa i n l y  respect your rul i ng although I had 
hoped perhaps I m i ght get cred i t  for some of Mr . T ' Selei e ' s  unused t i me .  

- - - Laughter 

If th i s  is my only chance, then I do have some more words of w i sdom and I am prepared to speak now 
or wai t unt i l  af ter coffee . 

MR . SPEAKEk : I understand from the Clerk that the coffee i s  ready so we wi 11 break for coffee and 
you w i ll then have the floor on our return, Mr . Patterson . Before we break for cof fee off i ci ally, 
I would li ke everyone to rema i n  i n  the gallery . We have a presentati on today bei ng made by the 
Northwest Terri tori es Metis Associ at i on and I would l i ke to call Mr . Larry Tourangeau to the 
w i tness table at the far end . We wi ll then recess for coffee for 15 m i nutes . Mr . Tourangeau . 

Presentation By Meti s Associ ati on Of The Northwest Terr i tori es 

M R .  TOURANGEAU : F i rst of all I would just li ke to thank th i s  Assembly and Mr . Speaker for gi v i ng 
me th i s  opportunity to make th i s  presentat i on .  On behalf of the Meti s  As soc i at i on of the 
Northwest Terr i tor i es we would l i ke to present th i s  artwork that has been done by local art i st John 
Lemouel, son of well-known Joe Lemouel of Yellowkn i fe .  Thi s  print reflects the old and the new and 
I guess at thi s  ti me reflects the surround i ngs of the changes that we have to face today . I th i nk 
thi s  Assembly has shown the w i llingness to meet these challenges that are before them and I hope 
that you wi ll accept th i s  token on behalf of the Met i s  Associ ati on of the Northwest Terr i tor i es .  
Thank you . 

- - -Applause 

MR.  SPEAKER : Thank you, very much, Mr . Tourangeau and to the Meti s Associ at i on .  Thi s  w ill be 
placed wi th the rest of the gifts that we have rece i ved from across the country and be g i ven an 
honoured pos i t i on .  We w i ll now recess . 

- - - SHORT R ECESS 

I tem 3, Members '  repli es.  Mr . Patterson, you have the floor . 

Mr . Patterson ' s  Reply Cont i nued 

HON . DENN I S  PATTER SON :  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I s i mply would li ke to pursue a l i ttle further my 

thoughts presented earl i er on the ri ght of self-determ i nat i on wh i ch Canada has recogn i zed i n  the UN 
Declaration of Human R i ghts . Mr . Speaker, I am concerned about remarks that have recently been 
attr i buted to elected leaders that we should put d i v i s i on on the back burner, that we would be 
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better off if this issue went away. I might cite a report, January 17th on the radio, quoting 
Mayor John Hill of Inuvik stating in an interview that there was no tension evident at a recent 
Del ta/Beaufort meeting he attended and that ergo, according to the gratuitous comments of the CBC 
reporter, Doug Earl, this is therefore another argument against division. 

Similarly, Mr. Speaker, I was also concerned to have heard a woman that I greatly respect, Mrs. 
Bertha Al l en, make the incredib l e  statement that she was concerned families were qoinq to break up 
over division. I expect that that is not the reason my co l league, the Hon. Tom Butters, has 
recently made some public statements of his reservations about division. He is not known to be a 
man who wants to be out of the kitchen when it gets hot. I arn sure that my honourab l e  co l l eague, 
Mr . Butters, realizes as we l l  as anyone el se that if po l itical differences cause famil y break-up 
then there are p l enty of other issues around in the De l ta in addition to division. Perhaps even 
such things as who wins an e l ection have probably led to fami l y stresses, both for the successfu l 
and the unsuccessful candidate. But I must say I arn hopeful that there has to be a better reason, 
if there is a better reason, th an that because I am sure th at Mr. Butters knew when he spoke in 
favour of division some years ago -- in fact when this Assemb l y  sat in his constituency - - that i t  
wou l d  not necessari l y  be an easy path . I am sure Members from the West did not think it would be 
so easy that everyone in Nunavut wou l d say " Fine, we accept the north/south l ine regard l ess of what 
the peop 1 e of the communities involved think. " 

Mr. Speaker, we believe enough in the dream of Nunavut that we are certainly wi l l ing to put up with 
a l ittle more strife. We are l ooking forward to creating a new society for oursel ves. This 
movement represents our aspirations for se l f-determination and it represents our pride. 

I suppose , Mr. Speaker, one m i ght say Nunavut is an ethnic state, if you consider a state whose 
population l ike my constituency contains a majority of peop l e  of one linguistic and cultural 
background - - by a signif i cant percentage too, by the way. On these terms then Quebec, too, is an 
ethnic government and Denendeh I hope wi 1 1  be structured so as to preserve the char act er of the 
Dene and respect the character of the Dene within that new government. 

Mr. Speaker, I am optimistic that within the next few months there wi l l  be a coming together of the 
Western Constitutional Forum and the Nunavut Constitutional Forum, elected Members of this Assembly 
and 1 eaders of native organ i zat i ans to find a way based on respect for the asp i rat i ans of the 
Inuvial uit which wil l be discussed and resolved public l y  at a forthcoming annual general meeting of 
the Committee for Original Peoples Entit l ement , and that we wi l l  find a way of compromising in 
order to reso l ve the deadlock that has, I regret to say, in many ways paralysed po litical and 
constitutional development in the NWT. I am very concerned that this issue be resolved in the 
interests of advancing l and c l aims and in the interests of seeing devo l ution of powers held by 
Ottawa to northern governments -- to this government and to future governments . 

So, Mr. Speaker, I am making these remarks in a note of optimism and I wou l d, as I said earlier, 
hope that as these matters are discussed at the leaders summit announced by the Commissioner in his 
Address today, at the next meeting of the Constitutional Alliance and in deliberations of this 
Assembly, that there wi l l  be a spirit of mutual respect and a spirit of compromise so that we can 
get on with the exciting business of designing forms of government from the grass roots that are 
going to better represent the needs of al l peoples in the North. 

Hea l th Services Commended 

fvir . Speaker, I wou l d just like to briefly refer to some constituency matters. I wou l d l ike to 
mention that I am very pleased that the progress of the Baffin Regiona l Hospita l was acknow l edged 
by the Cammi ss i oner in his Address. I woul d 1 i ke to note in rep l y  th at I arn very proud th at the 
hospita l in Baffin as we l l  as the Fort Smith and Hay River hospitals were recently professional l y  
reviewed by the Canadian Council on Hospital  Accreditation and that they have all been awarded 
three years accreditation which is the highest standard possib l e  for hospital s. 

I would like to congratul ate all those bo ards and particu l arly the Baffin Regiona l Hospital board 
which is only a couple of years o l d. I think this speaks wel l of the positive effects of handing 
respons i bility over to representatives of the people served. I would l ike to note that the Baffin 
board has, with the co-operation of the Minister of Hea l th, recentl y  opened up a much improved 
facility for dealing with transient patients in Montreal and we are looking forward to the next 
stage in turning over responsibility for nursing stations in Baffin to that board . A good qua l ity 
health service can on l y  be made better through these moves. 
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Mr . Speaker, I would also like to mention that I had an opportunity, more by chance than by 
anything else, to recently attend a day of the health conference in the Keewatin Region and I was 
very impre s sed there and also in speaking with the MLAs for Keewatin that Drgent attention need s to 
be given to the important i s s ue of the need for better control over health services in Keewatin by 
the people for whom those services exist to serve . I know my colleague s will be di scus sing that 
is sue before this A s sembly and they have my full support . 

Mr . Speaker, I would also simply like to note once again that I have been trying to make some 
progres s  in improving the access  to the beach at low tide in Frobisher Bay . This concern in my 
constituency has been a long-s tanding one and one that I am certainly · hoping can be re solved as 
early as next summer . Recently the hunters and trappers as sociation have applied to the Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans for as sistance and we are hoping that some as sistance will be provided in 
order to dredge a trench which could be used as a pas sage for small ve ssels at low tide, both for 
convenience in cases of bad weather and also in cases of emergency . I am hoping, Mr . Speaker, that 
if ag sis tance can be provided through the federal government that there might be some way in which 
our government, perhaps through the good offices of the Minister of Public Works and his staff, 
might provide some neces sary support and assistance in order to ensure th at the job can be done 
this summer . 

Recreational Needs Study, Frobisher Bay 

Secondly, Mr . Speaker, I would like to note that thanks to as sistance provided by the previou s 
Minis ter of Local Government, Mr . Sibbeston, a study on recreation needs in Frobisher Bay has been 
completed and pre sented and reviewed by the town council . I t  shows that there are certain 
recreational need s still to be met which I would hope could be as sisted by our government, 
particularly the curling rink which has been supported by the strong efforts of a very enthusiastic 
group of volunteer s using a fire-damaged Butler building which has finally run out of life . It is 
recommended that a new curling rink be cons tructed as an addition to the existing arena complex in 
Frobisher Bay . I t  is al so recommended that there be additional small- scale community facilities 
provided to meet the growing needs of our population, including outdoor facilities . We also need 
some as sis tance in upgrading the present arena and ensuring that artificial ice can work and be 
est ab l i sh ed i n th at fa c i l i t y .  

I will be di scus sing the recreation plan and the council's views of the priorities in that plan, 
with the Mini ster of Local Government and just as our communities have received significant support 
from this government for recreation facilities, recognizing how important thi s  is to the health of 
a community, I am confident that some assistance can be provided to I qaluit as well in th i s  regard . 

Court Facilities I n  Frobisher Bay 

Mr . Speaker, I have spoken on previous occasion s about the need for court facilities in Frobisher 
Bay and I cannot stress again the ur gency of this matter . It is now critical to the economic 
development of the community in that we are very anxious that should a court facility be approved 
by the Minister of Justice, I think all the figures on case load in Baffin and the Eastern Arctic 
point to the advantages and the economies of locating a territorial judqe in the courthouse in  
Frobisher Bay . I am al so  hoping, and so is the Frobisher Bay Chamber of Commerce and indeed the 
Baffin busines s  community, that this new facility could al so include a registry which would permit 
the registration of documents and the service of writs without having to go through the incredible 
delays of time and money caused by having to transmit documents back and forth to Yellowknife . 

Mr . Speaker, there is a courthouse in Frobisher Bay . There is room for mode st facilities for a 
court clerk and a regis try office . We are not asking for a new building or a courthouse building, 
we are simply saying, ins tead of continuinq to send judges back and forth at great expense, let us 
look at the option, perhap s even on a pilot basis, of establishing a res ident judge in our 
community who would serve the Eas tern Arctic with much more immediate and efficient service . 

So, Mr . Speaker, this is a matter of high priority with my cons tituents and the regis try is 
particularly criticl at a time when the community and indeed the region is developing . It is 
growing . The construction industry is alive and well . More and more people are building their own 
private homes, including government employees, and our government incentives to encourage people to 
do so and to become long-term residents of the North are working and are to be applauded . But 
there certainly is a real obstacle to the efficient conducting of busines s in our community by the 
inordinate distance and time and trouble that it require s to have to register corporate documents, 
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l and documents and legal documents persona l l y  in Ye l lowknife . Many of my business constituents qo 
to great expense and trouble to do so person a 1 1  y. They actually travel here at great expense in 
order to see that critical registrations for payment of mortgaqes and advances are in fact 
expedited .  This is not fair and it is not efficient . I am hopinq, Mr . Speaker, that the Minister 
of Justice wil l  take the initiativP to take a ste p which I think is re commended from many vantages .  

Mr . Speaker, I look forward to the business of this session . I am confident that we can get on 
with the job and do our work expeditious l y .  I am looking forward to getting back to my 
const i tuency before Easter and I am al so l ooking forward to presenting the budget of the Department 
of Education . I might say that there are some measures in that budqet with respe ct to the 
expansion of co l l eges in all regions of the NWT which wi l l  affe ct the leve l  of educational services 
provided in my constituency and I am very p l eased about that . I wou l d  have been cal ling for that 
whether I had been M i nister of Education or not . So those matters of providing improved 
educational services to my constituents and some further al ternatives to having to trave l far away 
for post-se condary educational servi ces are al so we l comed. 

Spousa l Assau l t  And Fami l y  Vio l ence 

I spoke briefly as we l l  about the conferences I had attended on the matter of spousa l assault and 
family v i o l ence . I wou l d l ike to thank the Hon . Red Pedersen and the Hon . Bruce Mc Laughlin for 
having taken the time and troub l e  to come and attend the re oiona l conference he l d  recentl y in 
Frobisher Bay on that subject .  As I mentioned ear l i er it was a very worth-whi le conference . I was 
extreme l y  impressed with the obvious de d i cation of the peop l e  involved and their determination that 
these difficult prob l ems cannot be so l ved by government al one . The government does have a ro le  to 
p l ay and can he l p  in the provision of facilities and pub l i c  i nformation, pub l ic education and al so 
in making sure that its emp l oyees are g i ven the proper train i ng whether they work in Social 
Services or Hea l th or Education or through the po l i ce or the courts, to dea l  wi th these prob lems in 
a humane and consistent way . But I was i mpressed that the community re presentatives including the 
Aqvik Society in Frob i sher Bay know that the rea l  work has to be done by themselves . And I think 
th i s  is a very good c l imate for tackling this difficu l t  prob l em and I am very much looking forward 
to hearing the Minister for Status of Women and the Minister of Soc i a l  Services describe ways in 
which our government, throuqh the budget that we w i l l  be presenting at this session, might be able 
to he l p  those communi ty peop l e  to tackle and beat, if you wi l l  pardon the pun, beat this prob l em . 

North Po l e  Expedition 

Mr . Speaker, I have been quite gratif i ed at the number of Ministers of this government who  have 
visited my constituency recent l y -- Mr . Cur l ey and Mr . Wray, who was a little bit frustrated by our 
weather but had the right intention and I know wi l l  be back and wi l l  be we l come, and the 
Commissioner who sponsored a banquet to honour the North Po le expedition which is now mounting i n  
Frobisher Bay ready for the first unsupported assau l t  on the pole this sprino . I would l ike to 
particu l ar l y, Mr . Speaker, acknowledge Mr . Brent Boody who is one of my constituents who wil l  be 
part of the expedition and has been se l e cted be cause of hi s experience with the outdoors and with 
dog teams and having operated a suc cessfu l outfitt i ng business in Frobisher Bay wh i ch has attracted 
a lot of tourists and assisted this growing area of economic deve lopment i n  our community . I wou l d  
l ike to note as we l l  that there are Canadian dogs be i ng used on this expedition - - I gloolik dogs . 
Dogs that were donated and provided to the expedition by my constituents . I am also very pleased 
that they have been we l comed in Frobisher Bay and that they have chosen Frobisher Bay as a suitab l e  
training locat i on in preparation for this very important and histor i c  expedition . We are really 
p l eased that this is hap pening because havi nq the expedition traininq in Frobisher Bay and having 
the wor l d  media attent i on on this expedition wi l l, I am confident, persuade many more people of 
the benefits of taking a visit to Baff i n  and seeing the beautiful  people and the beautifu l  country 
there . So I would l ike to pay particu l ar tribute to the Canadian member of the expedition from my 
constituency . 

Mr . Speaker, I have some concerns that I wi l l probab ly  raise in the main estimates through some 
questions or comments . We are having a rea l  prob l em in my constituency with de l ays in getting l and 
l eases ap proved .  Sometimes these are very critical when it comes to financing and 1 am going to be 
respe ctfu l ly suggesting that perhaps some improvements mi ght be effe cted which wou l d  speed up the 
attention given to land lease ap p l ications in my constituency . It may be that we should now be 
once again l ookino at the possibi l ity of the town of Frobisher Bay taking a much greater role in 
l and admin i stration . I know the Minister of Loca l  Government wil l be receptive to that . 
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Secondly , I would like to express some concerns about the difficulties that some of my constituents 
have had in going through the hoops with respect to Special ARDA and I wi 11 save my comments for 
that at the appropriate time when the main estimates are considered. I know the Minister has taken 
some efforts to eliminate the red tape but I am still concerned that somehow this important fund is 
not always benefiting the people who deserve it most. 

I would also like to briefly mention that I am going to have a few constructively cr i tical comments 
about the Department of Public Wor ks. I am concerned generally that in recent years the amount of 
authority and responsibility that is given to regions to manage public wor ks projects has been 
eroding and diminishing in favour of Yellowknife. I will have a few comments on that subject when 
the Public Works estimates come forward. 

M r. Speaker , in closing I would like to thank you for the surprising opportunity to reply . . . 

---Laughter 

. . .  at more length than I had anticipated th i s  afternoon. I certainly have great respect fo r your 
office and I therefore am pleased to have had an opportunity to speak at a little more length than 
I had originally planned. I would like to note that I disagree entirely with the suggestion being 
entertained by the special committee on rules, procedures and privileges that replies to the 
Commissioner ' s  Add ress should be limited either to the first eight days or even worse . . . 

A N  HON. MEMBER : Hear , hear ! 

---Applause 

HON. DENN IS PATTERSON : . . .  even more frightening , limited to a mere 20 minutes. I feel that 
especially for Ministers who for obvious reasons lack the same kind of freedom to speak and debate 
in this Assembly as other Members , this is a very serious erosion of our freedom of speech and , 
although I know the committee is going to welcome submissions on that subject, I must state here at 
this time while I am concluding my own reply to the Commissioner's Address which this session is 
going to be unusually short -- for better or for worse -- I must state my reservations about this 
particular rule change , although there are other suggestions that I think are positive. So thank 
you for the opportunity, Mr. Speaker , and I look forward to participating in the expeditious 
resolution of the important business ahead. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr. Patterson. You may have been surprised but you surprised me first so 
two surprises in one day. I hope that we will avoid this in the future and keep the thing on 
track. Are there any further Members' replies for today? 

I would like to recognize Ger ry Antoine , chief of the Fort Simpson Band , in the gallery. 

---Applause 

And we have with us today the parents of one of our Ministers , Mr. and Mrs : Otto Pedersen from 
Toronto. Parents of our friend, Red. 

---Applause 

Item 4 ,  Ministers ' statements . Item 5 ,  notices of motion for first reading of bills. Mr. Butters. 

ITEM 5 :  NOT ICES OF MOTION FOR F IRST READ ING OF B ILLS 

Notice Of Motion For F i rst Reading Of Bill 1-86 ( 1 ) : Appropriati on Act , 1986-87 

HON . TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Speaker , I give notice that on Friday, February 14 9 1986, I shall move that 
Bill 1-86 ( 1 ) , An Act Respecting Appropriati ons for the Government of the Northwest Ter ritories for 
the Fiscal Year Ending the 31st Day of March , 1987 be read for the first time . 
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MR . SPEAKER: Thank you . I would li ke at th i s  t i me to recogni ze the serv i ces of Mr . M i ckey Akavak 
who i s  act i ng as our Sergeant-at-Arms for th i s  sess i on .  Mr . Akavak comes from Lake Harbour wh i ch 
i s  Mr . Arlooktoo's home commun i ty .  He has attended school in  Frob i sher Bay, Pangn i rtung and 
Ottawa and has just completed grade 12  i n  Yellowkn i fe .  I welcome Mr . Akavak as our 
Sergeant-at-Arms . 

-- -Applause 

Item 6 ,  tabl i ng of documents . Mr . Si bbeston . 

ITEM 6: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

HON .  N I CK SIB BESTON: Mr . Speaker, I w i sh to table Tabled Document 1 -86 ( 1 ) , 1985 Annual Report of 
the Government of the Northwest Terr i tori es .  

MR . SPEAKER: Item 7, oral quest i ons . Mr . Arlooktoo . 

ITEM 7: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Quest i on 1 -86 (1 ) :  Honorar i um For Mayor, Lake Harbour  

MR . ARLOOKTOO: (Translat ion )  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . My quest i on is  d i rected to the M i n i ster of  
Loe al  Government . In  November the ham let of  Lake Harbour wanted to amend the i r  by-law regardi ng 
honorar i ums for members . They wanted to be ab le to g i ve an honorar i um to the ir  mayor or pay the i r  
mayor -- to treat the mayor as an employee of the hamlet and to pay h i m  a salary . We have not 
heard anythi ng s i nce . I would li ke to get i nformat i on on th is from the M i n i ster of Local 
Government as to how they are treat i ng th i s .  We have been wa i t i ng for th i s  for qui te a long ti me . 
The th i ng that they were try i ng to get was only d i rected to the Lake Harbour res i dents not to any 
other commun i ty . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr . Wray . 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I am aware of the by-law . In fact it i s  on my desk  in 
my off i ce .  I must admit to havi ng some fa i rly ser i ous reservat i ons about th i s .  The request i s  
that the commun i ty of L ake Harbour pay the mayor a substanti al amount of money per year . I th i nk it 
i s  somewhere in the ne i ghbourhood of $20,000 . Th i s  i s  outs i de of usual pract i ce .  We have 
commun i t i es seven, e i ght and n ine ti mes larger than Lake Harbour that do not do th i s  pract i ce and I 
quest i on as to whether or not you can j ust i fy spend i ng publ ic  money on a pos i t i on where I really 
have a hard ti me try i ng to f i gure out what they would do for e i ght hours a day . 

I am i ncl i ned  to g i ve approval to the by-law but only on cond i t i on that the money be found wi th i n  
the exi st i ng hamlet budget . Howeve r, we are revi ew i ng all the present opt i ons and I w i ll be 
adv i s i ng the commun i ty shortly on what our dec i s i on i s .  Thank you, Mr . Speaker. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Mi n i ster .  You are tak i ng the quest i on as not i ce then and wi ll be 
g i v i ng a further reply . Are there any further oral quest i ons? 

Item 8, wr i tten quest i ons . 

Item 9, returns . No old returns k i cki ng around from the past? 

Item 1 0 ,  pet i t i ons . 

Item 1 1 ,  re ports of standi ng and spec i al commi ttees . 

Item 12, not i ces of mot i on .  

Item 1 3, mot i ons . 

Item 1 4, f i rst readi ng of b i lls . 

Item 1 5, second readi ng of b i lls . 
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I tem 1 6, consideration in committee of the whole of bills and ot her matters . We have nothing to qo 
into the committee of the whole today . 

Item 1 7, report of committee of the whole . We have not been in committee . Item 18, Mr . Clerk , 
orders of the day . 

C L ERK OF THE HOUS E ( Mr .  Hamilton ) :  Announcements, Mr . Speaker . There will be a meet i ng of the 
standing committee on finance tomorrow morning at 9 : 30  a .m .  

I TEM 18: ORDERS OF T H E  DAY 

Orders of the day for Thursday, Feb ruary 13th . 

1. Prayer 

2. Members' Replies 

3 .  Ministers' Statements 

4 .  Oral Quest ions 

5 .  Written Questions 

6 .  Returns 

7. Pet it ions 

8. Reports of Standi ng and Special Committees 

9 .  Tabling of Documents 

1 0 .  Notices of Motion 

1 1. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills 

1 2. Mot ions 

13 . First Reading of Bills 

14 . Second Reading of Bills 

15 . Considerat i on in Committee of the Whole of Bills and Other Matters 

16 . Report of Committee of the Whole 

17 . Orders of the Day 

MR. SP EAKER: Thank you, Mr . Cler k .  This House stands adj ourned until 1 : 0 0  p .m .  Thursday, Feb ruary 
13th . 

- - -ADJOURNMENT 
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