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(ELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1986 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Michael Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Ms 
Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. IMcCallum, 
Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Mr. Nerysoo, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Hon. Red Pedersen, Mr. 
Pudluk, Mr. Richard, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. T 1 Seleie, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon 
Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Thursday, February 27th. 

Item 2, Members' replies. 

Item 3, Ministers' statements. Item 4, oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

ITEM 4: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 101-86(1): Proposal Brought To DPW For Leasing Accommodation, Rankin Inlet 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister of Public Works. The 
Minister had indicated in questions that I raised two days ago in the House that there was a point 
at which his department was approached with a proposal for leasing accommodation in Rankin Inlet. 
Could I ask the Minister precisely when that proposal was brought to his department to consider 
negotiating the lease? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 101-86(1): Proposal Brought To DPW For Leasing Accommodation, Rankin Inlet 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The proposal was· not brought to the Department of 
Public Works. The proposal was taken to the Department of Personnel who then passed it along to 
the Department of Public Works. I do not know when Personnel got the proposal. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Supplementary, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 102-86(1): Need For Leased Accommodation, Rankin Inlet, Brought To Executive Council 

MR. MacQUARRIE: My question is for the Minister responsible for Personnel. Could the Minister 
tell me when his department first made the Executive Council aware, precisely when his department 
made the Executive Council aware, that there was a need for leased accommodation in Rankin Inlet? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I simply do not know the answer and I wi 11 take the question as 
· notice. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Question is being taken as notice. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 103-86(1): Presentation Of Proposal For Leasing Accommodation, Rankin Inlet 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister responsible for Public 
Works. Acknowledging that it was the Department of Personnel that approached the Executive Council 
there must have been a point at which the Executive Council indicated to the Minister of Public 
Works and his department that they should negotiate a contract and there must be a point at which 
the Minister was made aware that there was a company interested in providing this leased 
accommodation. So I ask the Minister of Public Works when was he first made aware that there was a 
company which wanted to present a proposal for leased accommodation? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I believe I was made aware sometime in, I think, the 
latter part of July or the early part of August. I am not sure. It could have been even earlier. 
Perhaps the best thing is to take the question under notice and I will provide the Member with an 
answer later. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question is being taken as notice. Oral questions. Ms Cournoyea. 

Question 104-86(1): Community Freezer Policy 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I have a question to the Minister of Local Government. I would like to 
know when the Uepartment of Local Government and other departments working with that department 
will have the community freezer policy developed so that we could move ahead in the proper funding 
of these community freezers. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I will take the question as notice, Mr. Speaker, and provide a reply later. 

MR. SPEAKER: The question is being taken as notice. Oral questions. Mrs. Lawrence. 

Question 105-86(1): Trainees In Health Programs 

MRS. LAWRENCE: I have a question for the Minister responsible for Health. would like to know 
how many people are in place training now that the new hospital is being built and I want to know 
how many people are training for our health programs? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do not have that information and will take the 
question as notice and provide a written answer later. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. I remind the Member that an oral question should be such that under 
normal circumstance the Minister should be able to answer it without having to ref er to his 
department. Please try and separate your oral and written questions. Oral questions. Mrs. 
Lawrence. 

Question 106-86(1): Training Program, Department Of Health 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Maybe I can rephrase that question then. I would like to 
know if there is any kind of training program in the Health department. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To wuestion 106-86(1): Training Program, Department Of Health 

HON. BRUCE McLALIGHLIN: Mr. Speaker, there is no training program in the Department of Health of 
the GNWT for employees at Stanton Yellowknife Hospital. 

�lR. SPE/\KER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. T'Seleie. 

I 

I 
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Question 107-86(1):· Funding For Labour Component, HAP Program 

MR. T'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister of Housing. We know that 
the Minister is seeking from the federal government a l abour component for the 1986 HAP program and 
I wonder if he is in a position to give us an indication of whether or not the federal government 
is wil l ing to go al ong with the proposal . If he is not abl e to do that then I wonder if he coul d 
tel l us when he woul d know for sure whether the feds woul d be wil l ing to finance this program. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 107-86(1): Funding For Labour Component, HAP Program 

HON. M ICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do not know if it has been distributed al ready 
but sometime in the next few minutes there should be a proposal distributed to al l Members -- a 
proposal that the Hous'i ng Corporation has made to CEIC and the Department of Indian and Northern 
Affairs. I have had meetings with both Fl ora MacDonald and al so with David Crombie. We have 
support from the northern Indian Affairs branch. My official s are going down to Ottawa next week 
to try to final ize some support. I cannot give the Member any more specifics than that, except 
that, we are in the process of doing it. 

We al so are working out a number of possibl e fal l -back positions if we are not totall y successful 
in getting funding. We have asked al l the native organizations for support. Those l etters of 
support are coming in now. 1✓e have had very good support from the native organizations so we are 
working on it and hopeful ly by the end of this session I wil l be abl e to give the Member a more 
definitive answer. But we are working on it very hard right now and we wil l today have a l ook at 
basical l y  the proposal that we are presenting to the federal government. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 108 -86(1): Sharehol ders In Il igiittut Ltd., Rankin Inl et 

MR. -MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister responsibl e for Publ ic 
Work s . I am g i v en to u n de rs t and th at i n a CBC i n t er v i e w on Feb r u a r y 24th the Mi n i st er was asked 
about the company, Il igiittut Limited, and he indicated at that time that it was his understanding 
that there were approximatel y 30 Inuit business peopl e who own about 75 or 80 per cent of the 
equity in the company. As to the shareholders' l ist he indicated that he did not know and yet at 
another point the Minister indicated that apparentl y he had seen a list of shareholders which made 
him confident that in fact it was a company that would deserve preference. Coul d I ask the 
Minister to clarify whether he did or did not at that time see a l ist of shareholders and know who 
the sharehol ders in the company were? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The original l ist that I saw contained about 20 
sharehol ders some of whom I knew. However, as l ate as a coupl e of weeks ago it has been indicated 
to me, and I have not seen the new l ist of sharehol ders, that in fact the sharehol der l isting has 
increased now to the point where there are somewhere between 30 and 40 sharehol ders and I am not 
aware of who the l atest sharehol ders are. Companies l ike this do not l ike to discl ose who al l 
their sharehol ders are. I had seen the original list but I am l ed to bel ieve that now that has 
increased quite substantial l y. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Suppl ementary, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Suppl ementary To Question 108-86(1): Sharehol ders In Il igiittut Ltd., Rankin Inl et 

MR. MacQUARRIE: I am understanding, from the Minister's statement that there are not fewer 
sharehol ders than that but if anything, more sharehol ders than what he al l uded to earl ier. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 108-86(1): Sharehol ders In Il igiittut Ltd., Rankin Inl et 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Correct, Mr. Speaker. Original l y  the l ist I saw contained somewhere in the 
neighborhood of about 20. Now I am advised that there are somewhere in the neighborhood of between 
30 and 40 sharehol ders. Thank you. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Supplementary To Question 108-86(1): Shareholders In Iligiittut Ltd., Rankin Inlet 

MR. MacQUARRIE: 
shareholders? 

Could the Minister tell me precisely when it was that he saw that list of 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 108-86(1): Shareholders In Iligiittut Ltd., Rankin Inlet 

HON. GORDON WRAY: No, Mr. Speaker, I cannot. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. The answer, Mr. MacQuarrie, was no, he (ould not remember precisely 
when he saw the list. I take that as a fair answer because of the word "precisely". Mr. 
MacQuarrie. 

Supplementary To Question 108-86(1): Shareholders In Iligiittut Ltd., Rankin Inlet 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I accept the answer. Is the Minister willing as soon as 
he reasonably can to indicate precisely when he saw the list of shareholders? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 108-86(1): Shareholders In Iligiittut Ltd., Rankin Inlet 

HON. GORDON WRAY: No, Mr. Speaker, I am not. I cannot remember back a year and a day and a time 
when I saw a list of shareholders. We are talking somewhere back in the middle of 1985. cannot 
remember when I saw it. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. That appears to conclude this item for today. Item 5, written 
questions. Ms Cournoyea. 

ITEM 5: WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Question 109-86(1): Buy-Back Of Mr. Vic Irving's House 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I have a question to the Minister of Personnel. Would the Minister of 
Personnel please provide to the Legislative Assembly the price the government will be paying to 
Mr. Vic Irving for his house in Yellowknife and would the Minister also provide this House with the 
price at which the government sold that house to Mr. Irving? 

MR. SPEAKER: Written questions. Mr. Gargan. 

Question 110-86(1): Transfer Of Health And Welfare Canada Programs 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My written question is directed to the Minister of Health and 
Social Services. �Jould he provide the following information regarding the transfer of Health and 
Welfare Canada programs to the GNWT? Which programs are being transferred? How many additional 
person years will the transfer require in the fiscal year 1986-87 and in the fiscal year. 1987-88 
and so on? Has the transfer the support of the public and the aboriginal organizations and if so, 
in what form, verbal and/or letter? Finally, which programs are going to be eliminated with the 
transfer? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Gargan. Written quest1ons. Mr. Nerysoo. 

Question 111-86(1): Criteria For Chciosing Chefs De Mission 

MR. NERYSOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to ask a question of the Minister of Local 
Government. I would ask the Minister of Local Government to table in this House the criteria 
utilized in choosing chefs de mission. Such criteria should include information on qualifications 
required by applicants and the application and recruitment process utilized by the GNWT for such a 
responsibility. 

I 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo. Written questions. This appears to conclude this item for 
today. Item 6, returns. Mr. Wray. 

ITEM 6: RETURNS 

Return To Question 104-86(1): Community Freezer Policy 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A return to oral Question 104-86(1), asked by Ms 
Cournoyea earlier on today with regard to community freezers. The Departments of Local Government, 
Renewable Resources, Public Works and Economic Development have formed a working committee to 
examine the needs and conditions across the NWT and tb develop a community freezer program. It is 
hoped that the committee will complete its proposal by May of this year. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Ballantyne. 

Return To Question 10-86(1): Fort Providence Housing Assistance Program 

HON. M ICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to written Question 10-86(1), 
asked by Mr. Gargan on February 13, 1986, concerning the Fort Providence housing assistance 
program. 

Provision of wages has never been a direct part of the home-ownership assistance program. Funding 
for labour and training has been requested and received by community groups from CE IC and D IANO 
under various federal programs. As I already stated, I will be submitting a proposal to both CE IC 
and D IANO next week requesting the provision of training funding complementary to HAP. 

It is obviously not possible for the corporation to review individual custom designs with HAP 
delivery levels near 200 units per year. Few, if any clients have the resources to document a 
house and produce a complete material list for review. But uniqueness is certainly possible within 
the portfolio of designs currently offered. The corporation is continuing its efforts to improve 
the catalogue and expand the opportunities for individual design. 

Communities may elect to construct units under a block funding arrangment. Under this variant of 
the program, communities may develop a proposal to construct units for families and any designs 
which can be shown to meet budget restrictions may be used. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the corporation is currently consulting with communities to see how the 
designs for the program may be made more flexible and how individual and community designs may be 
built into the program. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns. Mr. McLaughlin. 

Return To Question 68-86(1): Lake Harbour Representative On Board Of Baffin Regional Hospital 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGH L IN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to written Question 68-86(1), asked 
by Mr. Arlooktoo on February 19th, concerning a Lake Harbour representative on the Baffin Regional 
Hospital Board. 

The Baffin Regional Hospital Board has 14 official seats at the moment. There are 11 community 
representatives, one from the Baffin Regional Inuit Association, one from Health and Welfare Canada 
and one chairman. There are instances where some of the communities are represented by someone 
from a neighbouring community. A representative from Frobisher Bay, Ann Hanson, reports on behalf 
of Lake Harbour. We are aware that she regularly communicates with the community council before 
and after each meeting. 

With the transfer of health services,in the Baffin, the Baffin regional board will evolve into a 
Baffin regional health facilities board and, at that time, it would be my intention to expand the 
Baffin board so that all communities will be represented, including Lake Harbour. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns, Mr. Curley. 
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Return To Question 93-86(1): Land Exploration Program 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Nerysoo on February 25, 1986. 

have a return to written Question 93-86(1), asked by 

1) As the Members know, Mackenzie Valley lands for oil exploration are subject to a 11freeze" . The 
federal government has maintained its commitment not to release lands unless the DIANO Minister is 
confident that the local, regional and aboriginal interests are adequately protected. This means 
that the local communities, the Dene Nation/Metis Association and the GN�✓T must be fully involved 
and supportive of any land release. This was the case for the call for proposals near Fort Good 
Hope. Because the new federal legislation outlines a straightforward competitive approach to land 
release, the process for northern land release will have to be different from the Fort Good Hope 
cal 1. The work the Energy, Mines and Resources staff are doing with the communities near Fort 
Norman has involved the Dene Nation/Metis Association and for any oth�r land release, I believe as 
does the federal Minister, that the local, regional and aboriginal interests will have to be fully 
involved and supportive of land release. 

2) The first important step in the development of GNWT resource legislation to manage northern 
benefits will be the tabling of the discussion paper prepared by Energy, Mines and Resources. I am 
hoping that the paper will generate considerable discussion of the issues associated with GNWT 
legislation. I will encourage regional councils, DIZ groups, and native organizations to make 
Executive Council Members aware of their concerns about these matters. I will encourage Energy, 
Mines and Resources staff to meet with regional organizations to review the discussion paper. 
Through an open consultative process, the Executive Council will be best prepared to guide the 
drafting of territorial resource legislation. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns. That appears to conclude returns for today. 

Item 7, petitions. 

Item 8, reports of standing and special committees. Item 9, tabling of documents. Mr. Appaqaq. 

ITEM 9: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have Tabled Document 32-86(1) to be 
distributed to the Members. It is a letter to me from the hunters and trappers in Sanikiluaq and 
it was written on January 23rd, for the Minister of Renewable Resources. It has been translated 
into English. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Appaqaq. Tabling of documents. This appears to conclude tabling of 
documents for today. Item 10, notices of motion. Ms Cournoyea. 

ITEM 10: NOTICES OF MOTION 

Notice Of Motion 12-86(1): Territorial Airports Program 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Monday, March 3, 1986, I shall move the following 
motion: Now therefore, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Natilikmiot, Michael 
Angottitauruq, that this Legislative Assembly recommend to the Executive Council that the 
Government of the Northwest Territories: 1) allocate funds to the territorial airports program to 
alleviate the critical situations in a number of territorial communities; 2) attempt to negotiate 
on a community-by -community need with the federal government in absence of a federal ·northern 
airports policy. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motion. Ms Cournoyea. 

Notice Of Motion 13-86(1): Decentra1ization Of NCPC Headquarters 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Monday, March 3, 1986, I shall move the following 
motion: Now therefore, I move, seconded by the honour ab le Member for Deh Cho, Sam Gargan, that 
this Legislative Assembly recommend to the Executive Council, that when NCPC is transferred to the 
Northwest Territories, the Executive Council consider splitting administration and operational 
functions, giving priority consideration to communities other than Yellowknife. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Shame, shame! 

I 
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MR. SPEAKER : Notic�s of motion. This appe ars to conclude notices of motion for today . 

I tem 11 , notices of motion for first r e ading of bills. 
Col lection Agre ement. Mr. Richard. 

ITEM 12 : MOT IONS 

Motion 8-86 ( 1): T ax Col lection Agre ement 

MR. RICHARD : Thank  you , Mr. Speaker . 

Item 12 , motions. 1"1otion 8-86 ( 1) ,  Tax 

WHEREAS the pr esent tax coll ection agreement between the Government of the Northwest 
Ter ritories and the Government of C anada requires that the government's tax l egisl ation 
conform to feder al l egisl ation so that an orderly  scheme for the col l ection of taxes across 
C anada can be sust ained ; 

AND WHEREAS feder al income tax regul ations provide that income tax p ay abl e by individu al s is 
to be paid in the province in which they are r esident on the 31st d ay of December of the 
tax ation ye ar , notwithstanding whe re such income was e arned ; 

AND WHEREAS many Canadians , r esident ou tside the Northwest Te rritories , ar e enpl oyed ful l time 
within the Northwest Ter ritories and thus pay pe rsonal income tax in a j u risdiction other than 
the Northwest Territories ; 

AND WHEREAS this arr angement resul ts in a significant l oss of tax revenu e to the Government of 
the Northwest Territories ; 

NOW THEREFORE , I move , seconded by the honou r abl e Member for Sl ave River , that this 
Legislative Assembl y re commend to the Execu tive Council and to the Gove rnment of C anada th at 
the present tax co 1 1  ect ion agr eement betwe en the Government of the Northwest Territories and 
the Government of Canad a ,  as well as the fede r a l  income tax regul ations , be amended to provide 
for a more eq uitabl e al l oc ation of pe rson a l  income tax to the province or ter ritory whe re the 
income was e arned. 

MR . SPEAKER : You r motion is in order , Mr . Rich ard . You have the fl oor . 

MR . RICHARD :  Mr . Spe aker , this motion conce rns an unfair aspect of the tax col l ection ag reement 
th at exists between the fede r al and prov i ncial and ter r i tor ial  governments and also the tax 
r egul ations . The issu e he re ,  Mr . Spe aker , is of mor e signific ance now under the new formul a 
financing regime which exists between our �ove rnment and the feder al gove rnment. Our  gove rnment 
h as become more  fiscal l y  responsible under the ne�v regime in th at the oper ating gr ant which ou r 
government r eceives from the fede r al government is now set according to a formul a and for any new 
initiatives of our government , which require an expenditu r e  of funds , we cannot l ook to the feder al 
government for these funds but must re l y  on our own avenu es . 

As the Minister of Finance and othe rs h ave indicated on a number of occasions, our gov ernment ' s  
abil ity to r aise revenu es through taxation me asu res is very limited . However , Mr. Spe aker , one of 
the ar e as where many have fe l t  that tax revenu es have not been accruing to our government , th at 
should be accr uing to ou r government , is the pe rsonal income taxes of individu al s wh o earn the ir 
income in the NWT but for whatever re asons maintain a residence in so uthern Canada. 

Mr . Spe ake r , this motion arises out of a discussion which my colle ague from S l ave River and mysel f  
h ad with the Minister of Finance and his depu ty in J anu ary , fol lowing one of the meetings of the 
finance committe e .  We were tol d ,  Mr. Spe ake r ,  as I bel ieve the Minister of Finance adv i sed this 
House j ust a few d ays ago , that as a resul t of these taxpayers paying their income tax in their 
province of residence , as opposed tG whe re they e arne d the income , the re is a l e ak age of t ax 
r evenu es,  in a sense . I underst and th i s  to be in an amount of some $4. 5 mil l ion annu a l l y , in 
income t ax revenu e. I tr ust , Mr . Spe ake r ,  th at Members wil l agr ee with me th at we cou l d  u se that 
revenue . 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : He ar , he ar ! 
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D i spos i t i on Of Taxes Based On Resi dence On December 31st 

MR. RI C HARD: These tax dollars are si mply the i ncome tax be i ng pa i d  by th e south ern-based workers 
wh o come north , wh ether i t  i s  on a s i x week i n  and si x week out bas is at Lup in m i ne or one of the 
other m i nes or on an o i l ri g in  the Delta or Beaufort , or on Cornwall i s  Island, any of these 
pl aces , or i t  could be a seasonal worker who does se i smic  work or explorat i on work in the surrmer 
months only and then returns to the South. The problem i s  that the tax collect i on agreement w h i ch 
i s  a wr i tten agreement between th e governments , has a c l ause that essent i ally says that it is where 
the taxpayer ' s  res i dence is on December 31st of each year that determi nes where h i s  or h er tax 
dol l ars go. There i s  a s i m i l ar prov i s i on ,  I understand, i n  the federal i ncome tax regulati ons. I 
d i sagree , Mr. Speaker , with t h i s  and I would h ope that other Members d i sagree w i t h  the noti on that 
it i s  the place of one ' s  res i dence on a gi ven day of the year that should be determi nati ve of the 
i ssue as to where the taxes go. 

On th is  note , Mr. Speaker , I note wi th interest in  yesterday ' s  federal budget speech, th e federal 
M i n i ster of F i nance , Mr. W i lson ,  agreed wi th that pr i nci ple that I just stated, when he i ndi cated 
t hat the federal government would nov✓ be do i ng away wi th the tax sav i ngs wh i ch resulted from late 
December weddi ngs. In effect , Mr. W i lson stated that the spousal exempt i on would only apply i f  the 
taxpayer was marri ed throughout the tax year. I f  the federal go vernment are cons i stent, they would 
agree w i th the thrust of th i s  mot i on that what i s  i mportant i s  where the i ncome was earned dur i ng 
the year and not where the taxpayer was resi dent on December 31st of th e tax year. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker , and I would urge other Members to support the moti on. 

MR. SP EAKER: Mr. Mcca l lum , as seconder. 

MR. Mc CAL LUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . want to add a couple of words to the i ntent of the moti on 
and add my support of the moti on i n  h av i ng th e go vernment move to try to rect i fy a si tuat i on that 
has been occurr i ng for some ti me. In the standi ng commi ttee on f i nance meet i ngs the commi ttee 
i tse l f supported the cont i nued eff orts o f  th e M i n i ster of F i nance to pursue th i s  matter w i th the 
federa l M i n isters respons i ble and the off i c i als of Revenue Canada, to try to mi ni mi ze the leakage . 
I th i nk i n  the NWT we are a b i t  un i que. It may not be the same pro blem that other pro v i nces have, 
save maybe for Newfound l and or BC on the offshore work where there may be some mov i ng back and 
forth. Certa i n l y there i s  mo vement back and forth i n  oth er pro v i nces of oth er workers who f i le 
i ncome tax i n  their so -called h ome pro v i nce but who earn money i n  anoth er pro v i nce. Unfortunately 
w i th t he NWT we have very few people work i ng outsi de who earn money i n  other prov i nces and f i le i n  
th e NWT. I t  i s  always the opposi te way around. The  leakage i s  substant i al and may be more . 

I h ope that th i s  mot i on does recei ve t h e  support of all Members here, as well as all Members on the 
Execut i ve Counc i l, th at they do support th i s  k i nd of i n i t i ati ve on behalf of the F inance M i n i ster . 
We need the support of everybody , not j ust the Members on th is  s i de of the House but the Members on 
the Executi ve Counc i l .  Duri ng the last two days we have been query i ng of the M i n i ster i n  regard to 
corporate tax as well, that there may be some leakage i n  that. I would hope th at ,  as t he M i n i ster 
sa i d  yesterday , h e  �vould pursue th at on recei v i ng a letter from the cha i rman of th e standi ng 
commi ttee on f i nance to see whether there was any leakage there. I h ave every conf i dence that our 
F i nance M i n i ster w i ll pursue th i s  and I h ope that we wi ll be as fortunate w ith h i s  pursui t of it  
and wi t h  th is part i cu l ar mot i on as we have been wi th the success wh i ch Mr. Butters deserv es for 
gett i ng the two recent benef i ts announced for northern resi dents i n  yesterday ' s  federal budget - 
th at dea l s  o f  course w i th the housi ng deduct i on as well as for the deducti on on travel. 

MR . MacQUARR I E : Hear , hear ! 

MR. McCALLUM: th i nk i f  Mr. Butters can pursue th i s  parti cular i n i t i ati ve w i th the same vi gour, 
th i nk that we wi ll come out wi nners on th i s  as well. So I h ope agai n, to ech o Mr . Ri chard ' s  
c omments , that all Members o f  th i s  House i ncluding Members o f  t h e  Executi v e  Counci l, w i ll back th i s  
part i cular moti on. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr. Mcc allum. To the moti on. Mr. Butters. 

Government Support For Mot i on 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker , the go vernment does welcome the mot i on of the Members and we are 
p l eased that the s i tuati on that has been out l i ned by them i s  exactly the way it  stands and exactly 
t he si tuati on that we as a government have faced i n  approach i ng the federal go vernment w i th regard 
to the element of  resi dency i n  th e f i l i ng of i ncome tax clai ms. 

I 
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I n  d i s c u s s i ng t h i s matter w i t h  Mr . W i l s on s ome t hree wee k s  ag o ,  I f o u n d  i n  h i m an aw ar ene s s , a 
sym p athy ,  I t h i n k ,  to o ur pro b l em .  I fee l t h at he w i l l  be w i l l i n g to ad dress  t h i s .  So I s ay, I 
we l come t he  d i rect i o n t h at h as b een  g i ven  by t he  Members an d I t r us t  w i l l  be s u p ported by th i s  
Ho u s e . I s u ppo rt i t , b ut i n  keep i n g  w i t h t he precedent of not  vot i n g on d i rect i on b e i n g  g i v en to 
u s ,  I be l i eve  we w i l l  probab l y  abst a i n ,  b u t the Members w i l l  know th at we s u p port  it i n  p r i n c i p l e 
a n d  w i l l  p u r s u e  t he end  as i n d i c at e d  i n  t h e  mot i on ,  w i th  a l l d i l i g ence and e nergy . 

MR . SP EAKER : Th ank  yo u .  To t h e  mot i o n .  Mr . R i ch ard , wo u l d  you l i ke to c l o se the d e b at e ?  

MR . R I CHAR D :  h ave n o  f u rt h er commen t s , Mr . S peaker ,  t h an k  yo u .  

Mot i o n 8-86 ( 1 ) , Carr i ed 

MR . S PEAKER : A l l t ho se  i n  f avour· of t he  mot i on ,  p l e ase r a i se yo ur h an d .  Oppo sed , i f  any? The 
mot i on i s  c arr i ed .  

- - - C arr i ed 

I t em 1 3 ,  f i r st  r e ad i n g of b i l l s .  Item 14 , second re ad i n g of b i l l s :  B i l l  2 - 86 ( 1 ) ,  B i l l  4-86 ( 1 ) , 
B i l l  5 -86 ( 1 ) ,  B i l l  8 -86 ( 1 ) ,  B i l l  9 - 86 ( 1 )  an d B i l l  1 0 -86 ( 1 ) . Mr . B utters . 

I TEM 1 4 :  S ECOND  R EAD I NG O F  B I L L S  

Second  Read i n g  O f  B i l l  2 -86 ( 1 ) : I n come T ax Act 

HON . TOM BUTTERS : Mr . Speake r ,  I mov e ,  s econded by t he h o n o u r a b l e  Member for  P i n e P o i nt ,  t h at B i l l  
2 - 86 ( 1 ) ,  An Act to Amend the  I n come Tax Act , be  read for t h e  s econd t i me .  The pu rpose  of th i s  
b i l l ,  Mr . Spe aker , i s  to amend  t h e  I n come Tax Act to ex c l u de  from t he  fore i g n t ax d e d u ct i on ,  i n come 
f rom over se a s emp l oyment b e c a u s e  a cred i t  i s  now g i ven for over s eas  emp l oyment  i n come . Th i s  
amendment re s u l t s from t he i n come t ax co l l ect i on agreeme nt between t h e  Government of C a n ada and t he  
GNWT . T he  agreement s t i p u l at e s  th at the  f eder a l  I n c ome Tax  Act  an d t h e  terr i t o r i a l  I n come Tax Act 
m u s t  co nform . Th i s  amendment  ref l e ct s an ame ndment to the feder a l  I n come Ta x Act . 

MR . S PEAK ER : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . B u t ter s . To t he  p r i n c i p l e  of t he  b i l l . 

AN HON . MEMBE R :  Quest i o n .  

MR . SPEAKER : Q uest i on b e i n g  c a l l ed .  A l l t h o se i n  f avo u r ?  Oppo sed , i f  any? 

- - -Carr i ed 

B i l l  2 -86 ( 1 )  h as h ad s econd  r e ad i n g .  B i l l  4 - 86 ( 1 ) . Mr . B a l l antyne . 

Second  Read i ng Of B i l l  4 -86 ( 1 ) : I n s u r an c e  Act 

H O N .  M I CHAEL BAL LANTYNE : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Spe a ker . I mov e ,  s econded by t he h o no u rab l e  Member for 
I n u v i k ,  t h at B i l l  4-86 ( 1 ) , An Act to Amend  the  I n s ura nce Act , be re ad fo r th e s econd  t i m e .  The 
pu rpose of t h i s b i l l ,  Mr . S peaker , i s  to amend  t h e  I n s u r a n ce Act to requ i re i n s u rance  compan i e s 
t h at s e l l au tomob i l e i n s u r ance  to be members  of the  F ac i l i ty A s soc i at i o n ,  wh i c h al l o c at es o t h erw i s e  
u n i n s u r ab l e  per sons  amo ng a l l l i ce n s e d  i n s urers ; a nd  to  pro v i de for  r e l ated matters . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank  yo u ,  Mr . B a l l antyne . To t he p r i n c i p l e  of the  b i l l .  

AN HON . MEMBER : Quest i o n .  

MR . SP EAKER : Qu e st i on b e i ng c a l l ed .  , Al l t h o se i n  favo u r ?  Oppo s e d ,  i f  any? 

- - -Carr i e d 

B i l l  4 -86 ( 1 )  h as h ad s econd read i n g .  B i l l  5 - 86 ( 1 ) . Mr . B a l l antyne . 
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Second  R e ad i ng Of B i l l  5 -86 ( 1 ) : J ury  Act 

HON . M I CHAEL  BALLANTYNE : Mr . Spe aker , I move , second ed by the  honourab l e  Member for I n u v i k ,  t h at 
B i l l  5 -86 ( 1 ) ,  An Act t o  Amen d  t he  Jury Act , be read for  the  s econd  t i me . The p u r p o se of t h i s  b i l l ,  
Mr . Spe a ker , i s  to amend  t he J u ry Act to al l ow an abo r i g i n a l  per son  who s p ea k s  an d u n derst ands  an 
abor i g i n a l l an g u ag e ,  a s  def i n ed i n  t h e  Off i c i a l  L a n g u ages Act , t o  serve as a j uror even tho ugh t h e  
per son does  n o t  s p e a k  an d u n derst and t h e  E n g l i s h o r  F r e n c h  l an g u ag e .  

MR . SPEAK E R : Th an k you ,  Mr . B a l l antyne . To t h e  p r i nc i p l e  of t he  b i l l . 

AN HON . MEMB E R : Que s t i o n . 

MR . S P EAK E R : Que s t i o n b e i n g  c a l l ed .  Al l th o s e  i n  f avo u r ?  Opposed , i f  any? 

- - -C ar r i e d  

B i l l  5 -86 ( 1 )  h a s  h ad s eco n d  read i n g . B i l l  8 -86 ( 1 ) . Mr . But ters . 

Second  Read i ng Of B i l l  8-86 ( 1 ) :  P e tro l e um Prod uct s Tax Act 

HON . TOM BUTTERS : Mr . Spea ker , I move , seconded  by the ho n o u r ab l e  Member for Ye l l owkn i fe Nort h ,  
t h at B i l l  8 -86 ( 1 ) ,  A n  Act t o  Ame nd t h e  Petro l e um Prod uct s  Tax  Act , be r e ad for t he s ec ond t i me .  
Th e p urpose  of th i s  b i l l ,  Mr . Speaker , i s  to amend  t h e  Pet ro l eum Prod u ct s  Tax Act  to p ro v i de  th at 
petro l e um products  u s ed for av i at i o n  p urpose s be t axed  at a r ate o f  one  cent  per l i t re ; to dec r e ase  
t h e  rate of tax i mposed on pet ro l eum  prod u c t s  u sed  i n  a r a i l w ay l o c omot i v e from 1 . 2  to  1 . 07 ; to  
exempt the  Government of C an ada  from any pet ro l e um products  t ax ; an d to  p ro v i de t h at t h i s  act  be  
deemed t o  h ave  come i nto  force  on t h e  1st  day of  Jan u ary , 1 �86 . 

MR . SPEAK E R : To the  pr i n c i p l e  of t he  b i l l .  Q uest i o n b e i ng c a l l ed .  A l l tho s e  i n  f av o u r ?  Opposed , 
i f  any? 

- - - Carr i ed 

B i l l  8-8 6 ( 1 )  h as h ad second  read i n g .  B i l l  9 - 86 ( 1 ) .  Mr . B a l l antyne . 

Second  Read i ng Of B i l l  9 -86 ( 1 ) :  P u b l i c  Tr u s t ee Act 

HON . M I C HAE L BALLANTYNE : Mr . Speak er , I mov e ,  s e c onded by t he h onourab l e  Member for Ki v a l l i v i k ,  
t h at B i l l  9 -86 ( 1 ) ,  An Act to Amend  the P u b l i c  Tr ustee  Act , b e  re ad for  t h e  s econd  t i me . The 
p urpo se  of t h i s b i l l ,  Mr . Speaker , i s  to  c h a n ge t he freque ncy  t h at i n terest  i s  c a l c u l ated on  
b a l ances  of  moneys t h at form the  c ommon fund  f rom quart er l y  ca l c u l at i o ns  to  mon t h l y  c a l c u l at i o n s . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th a n k  you ,  Mr . B a l l antyne . To t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of t he  b i l l . 

AN HON . MEMBER : Que s t i o n .  

MR . SPEAK E R : Quest i o n b e i ng  c a l l e d .  A l l tho s e  i n  f av o u r ?  O p po sed , i f  any? 

- - -C ar r i ed  

13 i l l  9 -86 ( 1 )  h a s h ad s e cond  read i n g . B i l l  1 0 -86 ( 1 ) .  Mr . B a l l antyne . 

Second  Read i n g Of B i l l  1 0 -86 ( 1 ) :  So c i ety Of Man agement Accou nt ants  Ac t 

HON . M I C HAEL  BAL LANTYNE : Mr . Spe a ker , I move , se conded  by the ho n o urab l e  Member for K i v a l l i v i k ,  
t h at d i l l  1 0 - 86 ( 1 ) ,  An Act to Ame n d  t he  So c i et y  of Man ag ement Ac co unt ants  Act , b e  read for the  
s ec o n d  t i me . Th e purpo se  of  th i s' b i l l ,  Mr . Spea ker , i s  to  a l l ow members of th e So c i ety o f  
Man ageme n t  Ac c o u n t a nt s  o f  t h e  Northwest  Terr i t or i e s t o  a l s o  u se  t he  des i g n at i on 1

1 Cert i f i ed 
Man agement Acco unt ant 1

' and t h e  i n i t i a l s  1 1 CMA ' 1 an d t o  make  i t  an offence  for  non -members  to u s e  the  
de s i g n at i on or i n i t i a l s .  

MR . SPEAK E R : To t he  pr i n c i p l e  of t he b i l l . 

I 
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AN HON. MEMBER : Question. 

MR. SPEAKER : Question being called. Al l those in favour? Opposed, if any? 

- --Carried 

Bill 10-86(1) has had second reading. Bills 2-86(1) , 4-86(1) , 5-86(1) , 8-86(1) , 9-86(1) and 
10-86(1) , Mr. Cl erk, are ordered into the committee of the whole. Item 15, consideration in 
committee of the whol e of Bil l 1-86(1) ,  Appropriation Act, 1986-87 ; Bil l 3-86(1) , Institute of 
Chartered Accountants Act; and Bi l l  7-86(1) , Official Languages Act, with Mr. Gargan in the chair. 

ITEM 15: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER BILL 1-86 ( 1),  APPROPRIATION ACT, 1986-87 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : 
brings in his wi tnesses? 

The committee wi 1 1  now come to order. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Department Of Government Services 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

Is it agreed that the Minist er 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Thank you very much, si r. If they may al so proce ed to the v1itness tab l e as they 
enter the House. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. We are on page 7 . 11 , detail of cap i tal , Government Servi ces . 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Chairman, the w i tnesses with me are the same witnesses that appeared 
yesterday, deputy minister of the department, Mr. Quirke and the financial officer, Mr. Henry 
Dragon. While I am speaking I wou l d  l i ke to indicate that the honourab l e  Member for Nunakput 
asked about the omission of Inuvik in my opening remarks yesterday on pr i vatization. I did check 
my remarks and I did omit Inuvik in that statement, but Inuvi k  i s  certa i n l y i nc l uded with any of 
the other communities that woul d receive proposal s for privatization of those facil it i es. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Does the committee agree that we go through the 
detail of the capital budget? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Directorate, Equipment Acquisition, Total Capital , Agre ed 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. We are on page 7.11 of the capital estimates. Directorate, 
e quipment acquisition, headquarters, $15 ,000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

-- -Agreed 

Office Services 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Page 7 . 1 2 .  Mr. Mccal l um. 

MR. McCALL UM: Mr. Chairman, I have a quest i on on the total equipment acquisition. It says 
headquarters, office furniture and equipment, var i ous. Does that "various" mean various office 
e quipment or furniture or does the various mean that it goes into the different communities? 
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CHA I RMAN (Mr . Garg an) : Mr . Mi n i s t e r . 

HON . TOM BUTTERS :  Mr . Ch a i rman , t h e  s e cond  an swer . I t  i s  a l l r eg i o n s . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Garg an) : Mr . McC a l l um .  

MR . Mc CAL LLJM : Mr . Ch a i rman , i f  i t  means t h e n  t h at t he  equ i pment i s  for t h e  reg i o n s , wh y wo u l d  n ot 
t h i s mater i a l  be boug ht o ut of t he reg i o n ?  Why i s  i t  d o ne o ut of h ead qu art er s ?  

CHAI RMAN (Mr . Gar g an ) :  Mr . M i n i s t er . 

HON . TOM B UTTER S :  Mr . C h a i rman , I w i l l  ask Mr . Qu i r ke to respon d w i th reg ard to t he p rocess of 
p u rc h a s i n g .  

CHA I RMAN (1vJr . Gargan) :  Mr . Qu i r ke . 

MR . QU I RK E : Mr . Ch a i rman , the  fun d i n g under t h e off i c e s erv i c e s  fo r off i c e  furn i t u re and equ i pment 
i s  j u st budgeted " h e ad q u arter s " for t he t i me be i n g .  When t he reg i o ns s ubm i t  t h e i r  requ i rements  
b ased  on  t h e  new  pos i t i o ns and  the  rep l acement furn i t ure  for t h e  reg i o n a l  cen t res and  t h e  
commun i t i e s ,  o n c e  t ho se requ i rement s are d ef i n ed  and made k nown t o  u s  a n d  t hey are t h en mat c h ed o ut 
to the  tot a l  money av ai l ab l e  then a l l o c at ed . We t hen a l l ocate  t h e  reg i o na l  p ort i o n of money to t h e  
reg i o n a l  centre a n d  t h e  reg i o n d o e s  a l l t h e  b uy i n g  on beh a l f of t h at reg i on .  

B u i l d i ngs And Work s ,  Tot a l  Cap i t a l , Agreed 

CHAI RMAN (Mr . Gargan) :  
h e adqu art er s , $15 ,000 . 

Th ank you ,  Mr . 
Agreed ? 

SOME HON . MEMB ERS : Ag reed . 

- - -Agreed 

Qu i r ke . 

Equ i pment Acqu i s i t i o n ,  Tot a l C ap i t a l , Agreed 

Off i c e serv i c es , t ota l  b u i l d i n gs  and wor k s , 

C HA I RMAN (Mr . G arg an) : Equ i pment ac qu i s i t i o n ,  he ad q uarter s , $1 , 267 ,000 . Ag reed ? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

Off i ce Serv i c e s , Tot a l  C a p i t a l , Agreed 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . G arg an) : To t a l  off i ce serv i ce s , $1 , 282 , 000 . Ag reed ? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Ag reed 

Systems  And Computer  Ser v i c e s  

B u i l d i ngs And Wor k s , Tot a l  C ap i t a l  

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Garg an) : Systems and comput e r  serv i ce s , to t a l bu i l d i n g s  an d work s ,  $10 ,000 . Mr . 
Mac Qu arr i e .  

MR . MacQUARR I E: Thank  you , Mr . C h a i rman . I may be a l i tt l e  o ut of p l ace b u t  I am s u re they w i l l  
l et me k now i f  I am . I was  u navo i d ab l y  away from t h e  Ho u se ye s terday and I d i d  not re a l i z e 
everyt h i n g  was  mov i n g so qu i c k l y . I wo u l d  j u s t  l i ke to comp l i ment t he M i n i ster . Over t he  p ast 
ye ar t h ere  were a c o u p l e  of i s s u e s  t h at I r a i sed i n  t h i s  are a ,  one of t h em was w i t h  r e s pe ct to t h e  
l i ce n s i ng o f  dr i vers  i n  t h e  NWT . As  I po i n t ed o u t  at a n  ear l i er s e s s i on ,  t he M i n i s t er was v ery 
co- operat i v e i n  i mprov i n g t h e  d r i v er ' s  test i n  t h e  NWT and I am p l e ased  to s ay th at recent l y  I h a d 
a l et t er from t h e  M i n i s t er ag a i n s h ow i n g t h at i n d ee d  t here are now a rea sonab l e  n umber of fa i l ures  
o n  the  f i rst  wr i t e  for wr,i t t e n ex am i n at i o n s . So I r e a l l y  appro ved  of  th e m an ner i n  wh i ch the  
M i n i s t e r  h and l ed i t  and  apprec i ate  h i s  fo l l ow i ng up on  i t  v ery much . 



- 437 -

Al so last year I �ecal l rai si ng  concerns about tendering procedures for mobil e equipment and I am 
pl eased to say that those who had come to me with concerns l ast year tel l me now that things are in 
their estimation very good indeed . So I just wou l d like to let the Minister know that and I do 
appreciate the way he fol lows up issues l ike that . Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan): Mr . Minister . 

HON . TOM BUTTERS : The department is very p l eased to hear that . Obviousl y  I cannot take credit for 
good administration and the efficient operation except in a very general sense. I will pass the 
very laudato�y remarks of the Member on to those officia l s  that are responsible for improvin g those 
situations . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. MacQuarrie, did you want to respond ?  

MR . MacQUARRIE : I have no doubt that staff had a great deal to do with it un der his direction and 
yes, I am p l eased that he will pass it along to them. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you . Mr . McCallum. 

MR . McCALL UM : Thank you, Mr . Chairman . Again in this instance the headquarters, various -- wou l d 
the same answer apply here as well? The microcomputer, various, word processors, are these at a 
region an d are they doing the same thing in here as they would have done under office services, 
office furniture and equipment? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan) : Mr . Minister . 

MR . McCAL LUM : Excuse me, Mr . Chairman . 
offices who do the purchasing? 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr . Minister. 

In the end is it Government Serv i ces in the regional 

HON . TOM B UTTERS : Mr . Chairman, there is a difference here in the process which I will again ask 
Mr . Quirke to explain . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan): Mr . Quirke. 

MR . QU IRKE : Thank you, Mr . Chairman . I n  this particular case all the buying is done in 
headquarters . The process i s  somewhat similar in that regions will  be requested to identify their 
requirements in microcomputers and word processing. But because these pieces of equipment are very 
technical, the specification is very complex, an d quite frankly we do not have the expertise in our 
buyers in the regions to handle these types of projects. We do all the actual buying on their 
behalf but it is up to them to identify the basic requirement of what they need. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) :  Thank you, Mr. Qu i rke. Mr. McCallum. 

MR . McCALLUM :  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. But suppliers of these goods -- are they put to ten der for 
supp l iers to suppl y  them or does it go direct l y  to a manufacturing wholesale unit? I guess what I 
am getting at is, is the ten derin g process limited to Ye l lowknife? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Quirke. 

MR . QUIRKE : Mr . Chairman, there is a certain l i mitation i n  the tenderin g process on this type of 
equipment. For example the government has established, in the word processing fiel d,  that the 
government administrative stan dard is the Micom word processor. So when we go out to purchase then 
we do purchase directly from the company that supplies that equipment. As to the microcomputers, 
we have established to the Executive Council through the Financial Management Board four standards 
of microcomputers. Since these brand standards are established we will buy directly from the 
manufacturer. Having said that, we have arrangements in Ye l lowknife, for example ,  where suppl iers 
are not suppliers of our brand standards, for examp l e, HP or Apple and we wi l l  deal directly with 
the suppl ier here in Yellowknife because we have helped estab l ish a re l ationship between the 
manufacturer an d the l ocal suppl ier . 
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Bu i l d i ngs And Work s ,  Tot al Cap i t a� , Agreed 

CHA I RMAN (Mr .  Garg an ) : Th an k you .  Systems and computer serl/1 ce s ,  tot al bu i l d i n g s  and works , 
$ 10 , 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HO N .  MEMB ERS : Agreed . 

- - -Ag reed 

Equ i pment Acqu i s i t i on ,  Tot a l  Cap i t a l , Agreed 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Equ i pment acqu i s i t i o n ,  total headqu arters , $ 1 , 8 1 5 , 000. Agreed?  

SOME HON . MEMB ERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) :  Tota l  K i t i kmeot , $ 250 , 000 . Agreed ? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Tot al eq u i pment ac qu i s i t i on ,  $2 , 065 , 000 . Ag reed ? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

Systems And Computer Serv i ces , Tot a l  Cap i t a l , Agreed 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Tot al systems and computer s er v i ces , $2 , 075 , 000 . Agreed ?  

SOME HON .  MEMBERS :  Agreed . 

- --Agreed 

Supp ly  Ser v i ces 

B u i l d i ngs And Works , Tot a l  Cap i t a l 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gar g an ) : Det a i l of cap i t a l , supp l y  serv i ces . 
headqu arters , $ 1 5 , 000 . Agreed ? 

SOME HON .  MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) : Tot al Fo rt Sm i th ,  $3000 . Ag reed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

B u i l d i ng s  and works , tot al 

- - -Agreed ) 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) :  Tota l  I n uv i k ,  $3000 . Ag reed . 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) :  Tot a l B aff i n ,  $3000 . Agreed ?  

SOME HON . MEMBERS :  Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

I 
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CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargaf1) : Total Keewati n. Mr. McCal l um. 

MR. McCALLUM : Mr. Chairman, what kind of warehouse are we tal king a bout here for $2 . 4  mil l ion? 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan) :  Mr. Min i ster. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Chairman, Members wi l l  be aware of the current conditions under which 
government serv i ces staff carry out the responsib i l ities in Ranki n I n l et at the present time . We 
operate out of the Con shed, as it is cal l ed, a piece of equipment that was formerl y used by the 
Ranki n I nl et nickel mine and i t  is i nadequate and too l arge to mainta i n  an efficient funct i on. The 
capi tal mon ey required here woul d see put in pl ace a n�w warehouse structure cl ose to the centre of 
the commun i ty and other government buil di ngs and i t  woul d al so conta i n on the  upper fl oor, 
accommodati on for the staff who operate that function and facil ity. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan) :  Thank you, Mr. Minister. Total Keewat i n, $1 , 1 5 5 , 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEM BERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Total Kitikmeot, $2000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Bui l dings And Works, Total Capital , Agreed 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Total buil dings and works, $1 , 1 8 1 , 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEM BERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Equ i pment Acquisition, Total Capital , Agreed 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan) :  Equipment acquisition, total headquarters, $5 5 , 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Total Baffin, $60 , 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Total equipment acquisition, $1 1 5 , 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEM BERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Suppl y Serv i ces, Total Capital , Agreed 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Gargan) :  Total suppl y services, $1 , 2 9 6 , 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 
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CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Garg an): Th ank you , Mr. Minister. We are on p age 10.19, app l ications devel opment 
and systems support centre. Are there any questions. No questions. Page 10.20 , same thing. 
Cont i nu i ng on to page 10. 21 , computer services and technic a l  support centre. Any questions? No 
questi ons . Page 10 . 2 2 ,  same thing. 

Tota l O And M, Agreed 

For the record , we w i l l  turn back to p age 10.05 ,  Department of Government Serv ices. Tota l O and M ,  
$13 , 3 29 , 0 00 . Agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed. 

-- -Agreed 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Tota l capita l ,  $8 , 795 , 000. Agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Tot a l  Revol ving Funds , Agreed 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. G arg an): Revol ving funds , $58 , 748 , 000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRt�AN ( Mr. G arg an) : 
conc l uded? Agreed? 

Does the committee agree th at the Department of Government Services is 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Garg an) : I wou l d  l ike to th ank the Min i ster and his witnesses. 

Depart ment Of He a l th 

We w i l l  turn now to page 14.02 , Department of Hea l th. Wou l d  the Minister l ike to make h ·i s  opening 
rem a rks? Mr . Mc L aug h l in. 

Minister ' s  Open i ng Remarks 

HON. BR UCE Mc LAUGH LIN : Th ank you , Mr . Ch airman. I h a ve fair l y  brief openin g remarks. I am  
p l e ased to  present for your consideration the 1 986-87 budget esti mate of the Dep artment of Hea l th. 

The G fMT be l ieves th at  the enj oyment of the high est achievab l e  hea l th status is one of the 
fundamenta l rig h ts of every NWT resi dent. The government a l �o f i rm l y  be l ieves th at he a l th i s  a 
p artnersh i p  invo l v i ng person al  responsibi l ity for individua l s  in conj unction with supporti ve 
programs and professiona l  services offered by government , non- government agencies and th e priv ate 
se ctor . The orogrillns we provide in the department and the services we fund amount to approximate l y  
50  per cent of the tota l amount spent on health i n  the Northwest Territories. Hea l th and Wel f are 
Canada spend approximate l y  an equa l  amount operating hospita l s ,  nursing stations and publ ic health 
c l i n i cs across th e NWT. 

L ast year th e dep artment ' s  operatlng budget amounted to 13.2 per cent of this g overnment ' s  
operati ng expenditures. This ye ar th at figure i s  12.9 per cent. Gener a l l y  in a provincial 
sett i ng , hea l th is the l argest si ng l e  budget item , spending over 25 per cent  of th e tota l budget 
and th at is the s i tuati on in the NWT when the budget of Hea l th and We l f are Canada is taken into 
cons i derat i on. 

I ncre ase s on the operation and ma i ntenance side ref l ect vo l ume and pr i ce growth . Person year 
i ncreases of 8. 6 -- Mr. Ch airman , th ree of those person years are for f ami l y l ife education 
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c o u n se l l o rs wh i c h i s  a spou s a l  a s s au l t  i n i t i at i v e .  Th ree p erson  years  are for h ea l th l i a i son 
off i cers  i n  I n u v i k ,  Keewat i n  and K i t i kmeot Reg i on s . One per s on year i s  for a b i l l i n g c l erk i n  
I n u v i k an d 1 . 6  person  year s repre sen t  an i n c rea se  i n  c a s u a l s . 

Pr i o r i ty program i n i t i at i ve s  for 1986-87 tot a l  $17 3 , 000 and are bro k en d own  as fo l l ows : schoo l 
h e a l t h  c u rr i c u l um ,  $8000 ; t o b acco  ed u c at i on prog ram ,  $55, 000 ; s u i c i de prevent i on an.d educat i on 
progr am ,  $65 , 000 ; a s s e s sment project of t h e  aged  an d d i s ab l ed ,  $45 , 000 . I n c rea s e s  o n  t he c ap i t a l  
s i de ref l ect t he expen d i t u r e s  on  t h e  con struct i on of  t he n ew St ant on  Y e l l owk n i f e  H o s p i t al . 

O ur  revenue  ref l ects  t h ree s i gn i f i c ant i t ems:  1) a decrease of $4 . 3  m i l l i on as  funds  for t h e  
B aff i n  ho s p i t a l  a r e  now tran sferred t h ro u g h  t h e  G N W T  b�se  o f  D I A N O ;  2) an  i n crease  o f  $4 . 5  m i l l i on 
i n  recov e r i e s  from Hea l t h  an d We l f are C an ada as t he i r  35 per cent s h are of t h e  St a nton  proj ect ; 
an d 3) a co s t  r ec ov ery from D I AN O  for  ho s p i t a l  care prov i d ed  t o  I n d i ans  an d I n u i t .  

I n  1985-86 t he  department wi l l  h ave  pa i d i n  t h e  order of 500 , 000 c l  a i ms for benef i t s  r ece i v ed by 
res i dents  of t h e  Northwest Terr i t or i e s .  Th e s e  c l a im s  occurred  i n  s u ch are as as med i c are , h os p i t a l 
i n s u r ance , ext ended med i c a l  benef i t s , ph armacare and med i c a l  t r ans port at i o n .  I n  the  ar e a  of 
prov i s i on of doct ors t he dep artment a l so  st affed doctors to remote are as i n  conj u n ct i on w i t h  Hea l th  
and  W e l fare C a n ad a .  I n  add i t i o n ,  we prov i d ed f u nd i n g for  f i v e ho s p i t a l  f ac i l i t i e s  and t wo bo ard i n g  
home s as we l l as a n umber of  he a l th promot i on program s  c arr i ed o ut w i t h i n  t h e  dep artment . 

H i gh l i g ht s Of 1985-86 Progr am 

We h ave  been ab l e  to effect t h e  fo l l ow i n g  h i g h l i g hts  i n  v ar i ou s  reg i o n s  i n  t h e  Nort hwest 
Terr i tor i e s : I n  t h e  Baff i n  Reg i o n ,  t here  h as b een s ub s t ant i a l p rogre s s  toward t h e  tr an sfer of 
n u r s i ng  stat i o n s ,  w i t h a t arget date  of Sept ember 1 ,  1986 for t he  t r a n sfer . Th i s  i n vo l v es 
approx imat e l y  70 to 80 person  years and $10 m i l l i o n of operat i o n  and mai n t en ance  concern i ng t h e  
r u n n i n g o f  1 3  fac i l i t i e s .  There h as a l so been t he  prov i s i on o f  a p at i en t  boar d i n g  fac i l i ty i n  
Mo nt rea l ca l l ed Baff i n Ho u se ; i n  t h e  Keewat i n  Re g i o n ,  there  h as b een a l o c at i o n  of a h ea l t h  l i a i so n  
off i cer to  as s i st p at i ent s an d res i den t s . T here  h ave been  good d i s c u s s i o ns  wi th t he  U n i vers i ty of  
Man i to b a  t hat may l e ad t o  opport un i t i e s fo r NWT  r e s i dent s to ent er med i c a l  s c h oo l ; i n  t h e  K i t i kmeot 
R eg i o n ,  p l an n i n g  for a pat i en t  board i n g h ome i n  Y e l l owk n i fe i s  t h e  ma i n effect of i mprov ements t h at 
are  be i n g made i n  t h i s are a ;  i n  the  I n uv i k  Re g i o n ,  t h e  open i n g of a l o n g -term care f ac i l i ty wi t h  
beds  for  1 6  u n d er a new bo ard o f  man ag ement ; an d i n  t h e  Fort Sm i th R e g i on , comme n cemen t of 
c o n struct i o n  of the  St anton  Y e l l owk n i fe Ho sp i t a l , an d s upport fo r a Dene bo ard i n g  h ome  for me d i c a l  
p at i ents  i n  Ye l l owk n i fe .  

Some add i t i on a l  i t ems h ave been '...l n d ert aken wh i c h i n c l u de t h e  fo l l ow i n g: e n h ancements  to t h e  
extended med i c a l  benef i t s program ; c h ange s t o  t h e  me d i c a l  t r an s port at i o n  p ro g r am ; comp l et i o n of an 
ambu l ance  st udy report ; and i n tro d u ct i on of new l e g i s l at i on on ment a l  h e a l t h . 

Look i n g forward , i n  1986-87 i s s u es t h at we i n t e n d  to pursue  w i t h  the h i gh est p r i or i ty are : 1) t he  
t r an sfer  of  h e a l t h  serv i ce s  w i t h  B aff i n t argeted for  September 1 ,  1986 and a l l  t h e  res t of  th e 
serv i c es  of He a l t h  an d We l fare C an ada i n  t h e  NWT by Ap r i l  1 ,  1987 ; 2) i n crea sed  rev i e w of ar e as of 
conc ern wh i c h h ave  been bro u g h t  to the att ent i o n of our he a l t h  l i a i s o n  of f i cers  by re s i d ent s ;  3) 
i n cre ased i n vest i gat i o n an d an a l ys i s  of c a u s a l  factors wh i c h  re s u l t  i n  poor h e a l th ; 4) rev i ew and 
deve l o pment of an appropr i ate  men t a l  h e a l th  prog r am ;  5) i n cr e as ed emph as i s  on h ea l t h  promot i o n ;  and 
6) per sona l  awaren ess  to dev e l op h e a l t h y l i festy l es . The h e a l th of  res i dents  of the NWT i s  
i mprov i n g and many o f  the i l l n e s s e s  c an now be rel at ed t o  l i fes tyl e .  The import ant me s s age  we wer e 
t ryi n g  to convey to re s i dents  of t h e  NWT i n  t h i s  next  com i n g  ye ar i s  t h at yo ur l i festy l e  an d t h at 
of your  commu n i ty are very import ant d et e rm i n an t s  i n  yo ur  hea l t h  st at u s . 

Mr . Ch a i rman , t hose  are my open i n g remar k s  and i f  I h a ve t he  comm i t t ee ' s  perm i s s i o n , I wou l d  l i k e 
to a s k  i n  my deputy m i n i ster , Pa u l Mo ody , and my as s i stant  deput y m i n i s t e r ,  Mi c h ae l  Po n t u s . 

C HA I RMAN (Mr . Gar g an) :  Th ank yo u ,  Mr,. M i n i ster . Does t h e  comm i t t ee agree t h at t he M i n i ster b r i n g s  
i n  h i s  w i t n e s s e s ? Agree d ?  

SOME HO N .  MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . G arg an) : Mr . Mi n i ster . Fo r the rec ord , wou l d  the M i n i s ter  i nt r o d u ce h i s  w i t n e s s e s ?  
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HON. BRUCE McLAUGHL IN : Yes, Mr. Chairman. My deputy minister, Paul Moody and my assistant deputy 
minister, Michael Pontus. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you, Mr. Minister. We are on pages 14. 02, 14. 03, obj ectives. Are 
there any general comments? Mr. Richard. 

Follow-Up On Motion For Development Of A Mental Health Program 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, the obj ectives of this department set out in 
the main estimate documents do not include any particular reference to development of a mental 
health program . This Assembly last year passed a motion calling on the department to establish a 
mental health directorate to co-ordinate mental health services in the Northwest Territories. When 
the Minister has been questioned on earlier occasions about the government ' s  failure to follow up 
on that motion of the Assembly, the Minister has indicated that mental health is still a federal 
responsibility. But the Minister is indicating today again, Mr . Chairman, that Health and Welfare 
Canada are going to be out of the business as early as some 13 months from now. In my view, Mr. 
Chairman, the department should be developing a mental health program because the excuse or 
deflection of 1 1 Oh, well that is a federal responsibility 1 1

, is not going to be available much 
longer. I am concerned, Mr. Chairman, that this Assembly a year ago passed the motion calling on 
the government to get something in the area of mental health services and we see here some 12 
months later two detailed pages of objectives for this department and no reference to any plan to 
develop a mental health program. Now in fairness, the Minister in his opening remark s  referred to 
some $ 65, 000 that is going to be spent on a suicide prevention program and I did not quite catch 
the Minister ' s  description of a list that he reasL I do not know whether it was priorities or 
obj ectives but included in it was a review and development of a mental health program. So at least 
in his opening remarks he is hopefully updating the obj ectives from what we see in the main 
estimates documents. I would ask therefore that the Minister advise this committee of j ust what 
has been happening as a result of the Assembly ' s  motion last year and what concrete steps the 
department is taking to improve the provision of mental health services to the people of the NWT. 
Thank you . 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHL IN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman . Mental health is the responsibility of Health and 
Welfare Canada. We have no funding from them to run programs in the area of mental health . What 
we have done though, and I am happy to say the Department of Health and Welfare Canada is very 
co-operative, they have created six positions; one for each region in the NWT, sorry five 
positions , to put mental health officers in all the regions in the NWT. Those officers' j ob is to 
work with community groups, to create public awareness in conjunction with the public health nurses 
that are in place throughout the NWT. It is appropriate I think that Health and Welfare Canada 
does do that because public health nurses and Health and Welfare Canada nurses are in all of the 
communities. People receiving psychiatric help are covered under the Canada Health Act. The first 
place they visit in most of the regions is the nursing stations and in some of those nursing 
st ations there are public health nurses so I think it is very appropriate that Health and Welfare 
Canada carry this mandate out because they are the ones that have people on the ground in the 
health field in all the communities. 

I have had an interagency committee report to me recently and that involved people from my 
Departments of Health and Social Services, as well as I believe som�one from the Stanton 
Yellowknife Hospital and Health and Welfare Canada. Their recommendation really is that a solid 
plan should be made up, taking advantage of all the resources that this government and the federal 
government have in place, to co -ordinate a proper mental health plan that will get oue to the 
communities. This can now be done since we have persuaded Health and Welfare Canada to put mental 
health officers in the regions. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you, Mr . Minister. Mr. Richard. 

Plan For Co-ordination Of Services Before April, 1987 

MR. R IC HARD : Just a follow up on that, Mr. Chairman, do I take it then that the mental health 
officers i n  each of the five regions are new positions within Health and Welfare Canada? Does that 
mean, Mr. Chairman, that when we take on the responsibility for delivering the current Health and 
Welfare programs 13 months from now that those mental health officers wi 1 1  be working for the 
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Minister ' s  departmerit? If so , is the Minister going t o  have within the d epartment a direct orate or 
a senior mental health officer , some co-ordination o f  mental health services so t hat when we wake 
up on the morning of April 2, 1987 and our government is the only government d elivering t hese 
services , there will be some co-ordination of t he delivery of mental health services throughout the 
NWT? Thi rte en months from now is not that far away. Is the department not working on a pl an t o  
co-ordinate these services between now and April 1,  1987 and thereafter? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Thank you , Mr. Chairman. In the whole matter of the turnover of Health and 
Welfare Canada from the federal government to our government , one of the key parts of the agreement 
is that our officials and Health and Welfare officials will negotiate the existf og  programs and 
identify deficiencies. In addition to t his , Mr. Epp has actually himself come forward to me that 
the whole Health and Welfare Canada delivery program in the NWT should be put under full review and 
that any deficiencies or improvements that our government feels have to be identified and have to 
be made will be identified during that process. Our government will be involved in it and any 
agreement which we make with the federal government will not be agreed to by our government unless 
the results of that in depth review of the health services in the NWT were taken into consideration 
and that if a transfer occurs with deficiencies , future negotiations could occur to correct those 
deficiencies , once they are identified and agreed to by both parties. 

It is also the intention of our government that if we enter into this contractual agreement to 
deliver their programs with them , initially , that this is something that could be reviewed because 
our department does not want to take over a deficient program unless the federal government 
recognizes that we can renegotiate some of the programs at a later date. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you. Mr. Richard. 

MR. RICHARD: Well , Mr. Chairman , I do not agree that the importance of mental health services 
should be tied to the negotiations between the two governments. For myself , our government's 
position should be that we are going to develop and deliver adequate mental health services in the 
NWT whether or not we reach a satisfactory financial arrangement with the federal government. It 
is something that the communities are demanding. It is something that this Assembly re quested a 
year ago and I wou l d hope , Mr. Chairman , that the Minister and his officials would be developing a 
co-ordinated plan for the delivery of menta l health services quite apart from the global 
negotiations with Health and Welfare Canada for the takeover of responsibility. It is going to 
become our responsibility , tota l ly ,  13 months from now. I do not think we should wait until April , 
1987 to work on a plan . 

Perhaps, Mr. Chairman , the Minister coul d clarify for me because I missed his remarks that preceded 
the list he read out. One of the items on his list in his opening remarks was review and 
development of a mental health program. I do not know what he can review ; to my knowledge we do 
not have a menta l health program. We certain l y  need one developed but what were the preceding 
remarks that led to that list that the Minister read out? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Mr. Chairman , my comment was that l ooking into the future , 1986 -87 , issues 
that we intend to pursue with the highest priority are , and then I listed those six areas. Mr. 
Chairman , the importance of them is not rated by whether they are listed as number one or number 
six. 

Mr. Chairman , I shou l d also point out that we do intend to develop a mental health program in the 
Northwest Territories but we intend to develop it not just in the Department of Health but to 
include the Department of Social Services which already has people on staff and already provides 
and uses mental health services in the NWT ,  and contracts some of those services outside of our 
jurisdiction. We also plan on including in the program , of course , Health and Welfare Canada ,  
which has that mandate right now and which has the financial resources and five person years in the 
field doing that job. So we do not intend to duplicate the mandate already being funded by the 
federal government , we intend to co-ordinate with them , so that when the turnover takes pl ace we 
have people in our government and they have people in their government both working in the program 
but not duplicating services. 
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Our  i nterest  as a government  i s  pr i mar i l y  in t h e  Department of S oc i a l Ser v i ces  where  we have  
c l i en t s  who  requ i re men t a l  h e a l th serv i ces  and  t h ey are  often referred  to the  Department o f  Hea l th 
t o  see med i c a l  do ctors  or t o  s ee a p syc h i atr i st .  So we h ave  one  d e p artment , Soc i a l Ser v i ces  wh i c h 
i s  a u ser o f  t h e se serv i c e s  and  t h o se serv i c es are p ro v i ded both t h ro u g h  TH I S  an d t hroug h  He a l th 
and  We l f are  C a n ad a ,  an d i n  s ome reg i o n s  t h r o u g h  co nt r act s wh i c h th ey have . Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . 
C h a i rman . 

C HA I RMAN  ( Mr .  E r k l oo ) :  Th ank yo u .  Mr . R i c h ard . 

M i n i ster  Up dat i ng Wr i t t e n  Obj ect i ve s  Of Dep artment  

MR . R I CHAR D :  Mr . C h a i rman , I a pprec i ate  t h en t h e  M i n i s t er c l ar i fy i ng t h at he s a i d  i n  h i s  o p e n i n g  
rem ar k s  t h at t he  deve l o pment of  a men t a l  h e a l t h  pro g r am i s  o n e  o f  t he  d e p artment ' s  pr i o r i t i es .  
d o  t ake  i t  from t h at st at ement t h at h e  i s  u p d at i n g t h e  obj ect i ves t h at �e s ee i n  t he m a i n e s t i m ates 
d o c ument , i n  t h at i f  i t  i s  a p r i or i ty ,  i t  i s  at l e a st  as imp ort ant as t he  o bj e ct i v e s  v-Je see i n  
wr i t i n g i n  t h i s  document . 

On a r e l at ed matt e r , Mr . C h a i rman , t h e  M i n i st e r  h ad i n d i c ated  t h at t here was an i n t erdep artme n t a l 
c omm i t tee e s t ab l i s h ed t o  con s i der t h e who l e  q u e st i o n  of m ent a l  h e a l t h  s erv i c es and h ad adv i s ed at 
o ne po i n t  t h at he wou l d  be report i n g to t h e  A s s em b l y  on  t he wor k of t h at i nt erdepartme n t a l  
c omm i t tee a t  l a st  October ' s  se s s i o n of the  As s emb l y .  I d o  not b e l i eve th at h appe ned an d I am 
won der i n g ,  Mr . C h a i rman , i f  the M i n i s t er cou l d  i n d i c at e  whet her  he  w i l l  before t h i s  s e s s i on i s  o ver 
be  report i n g t o  the A s s emb l y  on the work  of  the ·i n t erdepartment a l  comm i tt ee t h at was e s t ab l i s h ed 
l ast  year?  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l oo ) : Th ank yo u .  Mr . M i n i ster . 

HO N .  BRUCE  McLAUGHL I N :  Yes , t h ank yo u very mu c h , Mr . Ch a i rman . The i nt er agency i nterdep artm ent a l  
c omm i t tee wh i c h i n vo l ved  as  I s a i d before , He a l t h , Soc i a l Ser v i ces , th e St anton  Y e l l owk n i fe 
Hos p i t al an d He a l t h and We l fare Can ada d i d  report to me . �Jh at t h ey reported b as i c a l l y , was t h at 
- - t h e i r recommendat i o n was  t h at a p l an s ho u l d  be d ev e l o ped for t h e de l i very of  m ent a l  h e a l t h  i n  
t h e  No rthwest  Terr i t o r i e s , c o -ord i n at i n g a l l t he peop l e  c u rrent ly work i n g i n  t h at a r e a .  Th i s  m ay 
re qu i r e me to go to t h e  F i n anc i a l Man agement Bo ard  t o  as k for t erm p o s i t i on s  for a p er i o d  of  t i m e  
to  work o n  t h at ,  i f  I a m  u n a b l e  to  c o n v i n ce Mr . E p p  t h at h i s dep artment s h o u l d  prov i de the  f u n d s  
f o r  th i s  work . Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Er k l o o ) : Th an k you ,  Mr . M i n i ster . Mr . R i c hard . 

Comment s On Report Of I n terdep artment a l  Comm i ttee  

MR . R I CHAR D :  Mr . Ch a i rman , i f  t h at i s  the  M i n i s t e r ' s  report on t he  work  of t he  i nt erdep artment a l 
comm i t tee , qu i te f r an k l y  I am d i s appo i n ted . I f  t he re s u l t s of t h e wor k of  t he i nterdepartme nt al  
c omm i t tee i s  t h at t hey h ave co n c l u ded  t h at t h ere s h o u l d  be a p l an for  t h e d e l i v ery of m ent al h e a l th 
serv i c e s  and  a c o -ord i n at i on of a l l of t he  peop l e  wor k i n g  i n  t h at ar e a ,  t h ey may h ave dec i ded over 
a per i od of  1 0  or 1 2  mont h s ex act l y  wh at th i s  As s em b l y  dec i d ed at i t s  l ast b u dget  s e s s i o n .  I h o pe 
t h ey d i d  not  s pend  t oo m any h o u r s  of t he i r  t i me com i n g  to t h at  con c l u s i on , t o  t he ex c l u s i on of 
t h e i r  ot her  work . S u re l y ,  Mr . Ch a i rman , the Mi n i s t er i s  g o i ng to dem an d from t h e  i nt erd e p artmen t a l 
c omm i t t e e  more t h an t h at b are  c o n c l u s i o n t h at ,  ye s ,  we n eed a p l an .  

CHAI RMAN  ( Mr .  E r k l o o ) : Th ank yo u .  Mr . M i n i s ter . 

HO N .  BRUCE  McLAUGHL I N :  Y e s ,  Mr . C h a i rm an . Unfort u n at e l y  t h e  peo p l e  t h at we h ad to c a l l upon , t h e  
peop l e  w h o  are expert s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  NWT ,  b ec au se w e  h a v e  b e e n  s h ort s t affed i n  t h e s e  are as , 
are peo p l e t h at I k now , person a l l y ,  are wor k i n g  50 and  60 ho urs a week , some of t hem . Some of t hem 
are in pr i v ate  p r act i c e ,  some  of them on cont r ac t s  w i t h  the government . One of th e i r  po i nt s  t h at 
t hey made t o  me i s  t h at t h ey t h ems e l ves  are so b o g g ed down i n  t h i s  area w i t h  t he i r  own work  t h at 
t hey recommended t h at t h e  on l y  way th at the  p l an cou l d  be put  i n  p l ace was  i f  some peop l e  wer e  
h i red s pec i f i c a l l y  t o  d o  t h at .  So  t h at i s  t he r ecommen d at i on t h at I h a ve before m e .  I i nt end t o  
g e t  fu n d s  from He a l t h  a n d  We l f are C a n a d a  t o  p u t  s u c h  a team o f  peop l e  i n  p l  ace ,  t o  h i r e p eop l e .  
The d i ff i c u l ty i s  t h at t h ere i s  a t remendo us  s ho rt age o f  psych i atr i c  and p syc ho l o g i c a l  per son ne l i n  
t h e  country r i g ht  n o w .  We are h av i n g d i ff i c u l ty e ven h i r i n g peop l e to f i l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  and t h ere  
i s  a f a i r l y  h efty s a l ary offered to t h e se peop l e .  I w a s  a l s o person a l l y  d i s appo i n t e d  t h at t he 
comm i t t ee ' s  repo rt co u l d  n ot g i v e me any more  t h an t h at b u t  they th emse l ve s  s a i d  th at i n  order t o  
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develop suc h a plan, it would take people working on nothing but that. So I have taken their 
recommendations to heart and I am going to try first to get funds from Health and Welfare Canada to 
do this because it is their responsibility. Failing that I will be trying to do it from within our 
government on some sort of term basis. I will have to go to the Financial Management Board for 
h elp in this area . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkloo) : Thank you, Mr . Minister . Any more general comments? Mr . McCallum . 

Impact On Health Care Transfer Through Federal Budget Cuts In Spending 

MR. Mc CALLUM: Mr . Chairman, j ust in light of yesterday 1 s federal budget, and I relate to th is 
whole business of the transfer of certain functions, the federal Minister indica ted at th at time 
that there was not only going to be a reduction in discretionary spending, but there is a reduction 
and an ongoing reducti on in the total programs, within the federal government . I note in the 
figures that are sup p l ied in this federal budget that national Health and Welfare will be the 
second largest figure for government departments h it by th ese program reductions . On l y  Energy, 
Mines and Resources is larger than that . In l ight of that reduction that is ongoing and wil l be 
going on to the end of this decade, does the Minister have any idea or comments on the impact that 
that will have with dev ol ution, taking on more responsibilities from th e federal department ? I 
wonder if h e  could comment on that at the present time . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkloo): Mr . Minister . 

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Thank you, Mr . Chairman . The recent freeze which was announced in 
departments within the federal government, prev ented damage to programs invol ving health , safety 
and security . We are assuming that that same feeling is qoing to be in p l ace when th ey fine tune 
exactly what they are going to do with the federal  budget . I th ink the Finance Minister mentioned, 
if I remember correctly, that it was un l egislated p rograms that they had the most control over and 
were able to do something about . But legisl ated programs, suc h as the Canada Hea l th Act ,  would not 
allow them to make cuts to the same severity that they could in unlegislated programs . However, 
th ere are going to be some cuts . 

The  federal M i nister, Mr . Ep p, I know is under p ressure to el iminate person years within h is budget 
and the northern medical program, which services th e NWT and the northern parts of provinces, is 
one of the largest areas in his budget that is not legisl ated and th erefore may be an area where 
financial assault may be made . This is very important to us and that is wh y our proposed ag reement 
wh ich we have transmitted to some of his off i cials here in Yel l owknife, as well as to the nativ e 
organ i zations inv olved , requests ·a freeze of t h e  present person years and budget, in order for a 
transfer to be made to us . We ar e concerned about that and th at is one of th e reasons we feel 
there is an urgency to work on the transfer of Health and We l fare Canada . Otherwise the program 
may be cut and we will not be able to have any control over that .  So it is a concern, but we have 
not had a c hance as a department or government to do any detai l ed analysis of what this might 
actually mean in detai l to our government . Thank you, Mr . Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkloo): Thank you, Mr . Minister . General comments . Mr . Gargan . 

Indicators Of Improved Health 

MR. GARGAI�: Thank you, Mr . Chairman . The Minister indicated in his opening remarks that the 
general health of the public is improving and the O and M and capital for the total department has 
increased at least $10 million . I would like to ask the Minister what type of indicators he has 
used to conclude that the general health of the pu blic is improving . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkloo) : Mr . Minister. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Mr . Chairman
? 

two of the main indicators are that there are a lot less 
deaths at birth amongst residents of th e NWT and there are l ess deaths th rough disease of young 
infants of the age two and under . In the NWT the popu l ation of those 65 years and over is the 
fastest growing in the country .  The Inuit people are the fastest growing p opulat i on iri Canada . 
This comes from many reasons; better del ivery of health care ser vices in th e field , imp roved 
housing and improved availabi l ity of food . Most of the diseases that are a concern to Members and 
Members of the Executiv e Council too are cancer, such as l ung cancer, and diseases l ike that , which 
cannot be fought by treatment, th ey have to be fought by prev ention . That is why I emphas ized th at 
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our government is going to have to make an attack in the publ ic h ea l th area al ong with Hea l th and 
Wel fare Canada and that is why we are promoting non-drinking, non -abuse of drugs and non-smoking, 
especia l l y amongst youth. Most of the o l der peop l e  have al ready smoked too l ong, they have put an 
edge on their own sword, so to speak. Thank you, Mr. Ch airman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erk l oo): Mr. Gargan . 

Transfer Of Contro l To Region 

MR. GARGAN : Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. In the obj ectives of the Hea l th department, it indicates 
here 1 1 I nitiate negot i ations concern i ng the transfer of furth er heal th services programs ". Is that 
the tra nsfer from the federa l to territorial government that he is referring to? The other thing 
is has the Min i ster considered transferring some of those contro l s  either to th e regions or 
communities? 
CHA IRMAN (Mr . Erk l oo): Mr. Minister. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Yes, that is what we are contemp l ating there, the transfer from the federal 
to territorial government. And yes, Mr. Chairman, the transfer of control to the regions and 
communities is exact l y  what we want and I refer again, as I did in the standing commitee on 
finance, to what we ca l l the 1

1 Baffin mode l 1 1
• There the hospita l services a l l the communities in 

the Baffin Region, except the community in the Be l ch er Is l ands, Sanikil uaq. Phase two, which is 
a l ready agreed to by the federa l Treasury Board, is the transfer of the nursing stations and it is 
our p l  an, as I indicated in my response today to Mr. Ar l ooktoo I s question, that there wi l l  be a 
Ba ff i n reg i on a l he al t h board w h i ch w i 1 1  govern t h.e h osp it a l and a l l the n u rs i n g st at i on s i n the 
region. 

Mr. Chairman, I shou l d  add, a'l though we have not yet made this a pol icy, one of th e interesting 
things in t he Baf fin is that a l most a l l of the communities have a hea l th board and in many cases it 
is an e l ected board and the chairman of that board is automatica l l y put on the Baffin h ospital 
board. I would l ike to hope that such practice wou l d  be continued and maybe even made as a pol icy 
so that contro l of the l oca l nursing stations and the  hospital wi l l be under a regional board made 
up of representatives from each community served. Th ank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erk l oo) : Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. A few years back there was a bookl et that came out of the 
department showing statistica l data on infant mortal ity, and types of diseases with statistics. I 
have not seen t hat type of book l et pub l ished by the department for quite some time . Has the 
department decided to l et go of that particu l ar publ ication? I am not aware of the situation on 
that. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mr. Minister. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Mr. Chairman, the DepartmP.nt of Hea l th does an annual report which 
primarily dea l s  with statistics re l ated to hos pita l services, which is the main thing we do in the 
hea l th fie l d . It does touch upon some of the percentages of diseases and the reasons for death 
amongst residents of the NWT. However, Hea l th and We l fare Canada I be l ieve has an annua l  report, 
as we l l ,  wh i ch is muc h more detai l ed and comprehensive. The Member may not have received it but I 
wi 1 1  ask Hea l th and We l fare Canada to make sure that from novy on Members are put on the mail ing 
l i st for that and that the most recent copy is sent to a l l Members. 

CHAIRMA N (Mr. Erk l oo): Thank you. Mr. Gargan. 

Ro l e, Function And Qua l ifications For 8oards 

MR. GARGAN : The other question I have, Mr. Chairman, is the ro l es and functions of hea l th boards. 
They have what they ca l l  boards of management and they a l so have hospital  boards. I wou l d  l ike to 
f i nd out what the ro l es and respons i bil ities or the mandate of these boards are. I wou l d  a l so l ike 
to find out 't-'hat the qua l ifications are, to get on these boards because I bel ieve there are 
i n stances where peop l e  are not a l l owed because they do not qua l ify. Exact l y  wh at the 
qua l ifications are is someth ing that I h ave to question because in most cases these boards do not 
sp ecify the type of qual i fications required to be on them and yet they say that you are not 
qua l i fied . So I wou l d  li ke to get that type of information too, Mr. Chairman. 

I 



- 449 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erklou) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Mr. Chairman, hospital boards and boards of management are referred to  
really as the same thing. They are in charge of  the policy administration and in control of  the 
hospitals under their jurisdiction. If the h ospital serves more than one community then the board 
is made up of people from several areas. For example the board of management in Yellowknife has 
representatives from the Deh Cho Region, from the South Slave, from t h e  Inuvik Region, from 
l<itikmeot and from the Rae-Edzo area. I should also point out, Mr. Chairman, that only the 
territorial hospitals have boards of management. The federal h ospital in Inuvik has an advisory 
board appoi nl ed b y  the federal government. I cannot remember any instance where a nominee was 
turned down because they were not qualified. Basica l 'ly, Mr. Chairman, the people who make up the 
boards are for th e most part, laypersons. 

As far as Health goes very few doctors or nurses are on boards. What we primarily put on the 
board, for example Baffin, in most cases, is the appointed or e l ected chairman of the local h ealth 
committee. In other areas th ese people are nominated by the hospital board itself, by MLAs, by 
band councils and mun i c i pal  councils. I do not th ink that any particular prof essional 
qualification is required. Often a board requests of me that I try to have a m ix  of membership. 
They want all th e dif ferent cultures and groups served by the hospital to be represent!:d on the 
board. Sometimes they may s ay they would l ike to have an accountant because there is a lot of 
money being handled by th e board. Some boards have b i gger budgets than some departments of 
government. So it i s  often an advantage to have a board member w i th a financi al background. I 
believe having a f i nanci a l  background like an accountant is the only recommendation I have ever 
had from a board for the qual if i cation that a person sh ould have, other than the interest i n  health 
in general. Thank you, Mr. Ch a i rman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you, Mr. M i n i ster. Mr. Gargan. 

Ambulance Services For Hay River Reserve 

MR. GARGAN : I understand what the Mini ster i s  say i ng then is, you do not have to be qualified to 
be serving on the boards . In your obj ectives you s ay someth i ng referring to ambulance services. 
There were a number of instances on the Hay River Reserve i n  which ambu l ance services were 
required. The questions that were asked to j ustify the ambu l ance service just de l ayed the required 
service that much further. The nurse i n  ch arge woul d have to ca l l  the doctor and th en the doctor, 
in turn, would poss i bly diagnose on th e phone whether th i s  indi vi dua l requires ambu l ance serv i ce or 
not. That goes back and forth and anyth i ng cou l d  happen w ith i n  that ti me span when this occurs. I 
believe in Hay River the ambu l ance service i s  run by the mun i cipality so th at makes it j ust that 
much more difficult for ambulance serv i ce to be brought to the reserve. 

I would l ike to ask the Minister if that si tuat i on cou l d  be resolved. I was in Hay River yesterday 
until about 11 : 00 o ' cl ock and we had the zone directors of federa l Health there and we also had 
Public Health and Soc i al Services people there. Th i s  i s  one of th e problems th at they have been 
h aving. When I attended that meet i ng the who l e  situation was that the commun i ty was reacting to a 
situation and most of th e answers they got were patch -up work type of decisions. So th ere are no 
real maj or goals that they h ave i dentif i ed, a l though I d i d  mention that if we act now th e situati on 
or the problem would be compounded, by j ust addressing the reaction to a situation. So th e h eal th 
of the people in the community of th e Hay R i ver Reserve has not really been addressed, to resolve 
that issue. I would like to th i nk that if the transfer occurs we wou l d  put special emph as i s  on the 
Hay River Reserve because what the people in Hay River take for granted , is something that has 
really been denied to the reserve. I can only refer to myse l f, when I brought my daughter over 
th ere. In the medi cal cl inic itself they had about three doctors and the wa i ting t i me was not that 
much. They al so have two pub l ic h eal th nurses and also a CHR . I th i nk th at they are overserviced 
but very little is be i ng done for the Hay River Reserve. One area that they have i denti f i ed th at 
probably th e government cou l d  provide i s  ambulance serv i ce to th e reserve, or establish one there 
for emergenc i es. Thank you, Mr. Chai rmqn. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you. Mr. Min i ster. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. First with regard to the Member's open i ng 
comments about hospital boards. I just want to make sure that everybody has in their mi nds th at we 
do not require any professiona l quali fications to be on a hospi tal board. It is j ust the pers on ' s 
general interest in h ealth that we are looking for and it will be a person wh o i s  i nterested enou g h  
to attend meetings and participate in the discussions about how the hospita l is operated. 
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Tax-Supported Ambul ance Service In Municipa l ities 

In the matter of ambulance services I shoul d point out to the Member that the ambul ance serv ice 
that is pro vided in H ay Riv er and other municipalities is not funded by the Department of  Health or 
He a l th and We l f are Can ada. The l o c a l  municipa l ity funds those out of their own resources by 
raisi ng tax es. The peop l e  that pay taxes in that community are the ones whose money is used to buy 
that ambu l ance and whose money is used to operate that ambu l ance. The town of Hay River, and I 
know the other towns in the highway system, when there is a v ehic l e  accident or serious accidents, 
go  to the scene of the automobi l e  accidents, etc. , or fires, wh atever and they do not worry about 
who is g oing to pay the bill . Mostl y, these municipa l ities are not able to bi l l anybody  after it 
happens but they are able to co l l ect some of the bi l l s. For examp l e, if a person is a status 
Indian, He a l th and We l f are Canada wi l l  pay the bill, but for other persons, if it is an auto 
accident they try to reco ver the mon ey from the insurance company of the person driving the car or 
whatev er. So these services are provided by the municipa l ities out - of the pocket of their own 
residents, the taxpayers. 

I know in my own community where Cominco pro vides the ambu l ance services, the ambu l ance is not used 
to take a person to the hospital  in H ay Riv er until a doctor has advised it is okay, un l ess it is a 
sev ere highway accident or something like that. If it is an il l ness, o ften it is not ad visabl e to 
move  the person. The nurses wi 1 1  not mo ve a person unti l it has been c l  eared by a doctor because 
with b ack injuries or something like that, you coul d  do more d amage mo ving the person than keeping 
him in one pl ace. So it is standard pr actice for nurses to get a doctor ' s  c l e arance bef ore 
ambul ances are used for medica l  ev acuation, whether it is on the ground or in the air. This a l so 
prev ents any kind of hysterica l  or friv o l ous use of an air or ground ambu l ance. 

Air And Ground Ambu l ance Report 

The other thing that Members shou l d  be aware of -- I believ e  I tabled the air and ground ambul ance 
report at the l ast session at the same time as I tabled the Department of He a l th ' s annu a l  report 
and I do not know if Members have had the opportunity to read these documents or not -- in the 
ambu l ance report there were recommendations made. One of those recommendations is th at the 
Go v ernment of the NWT shoul d take the l e ad ro l e  and admit th at ambulance services are part of the 
he a l th care de l i v ery system and th at they shou l d  be the main ag ency inv o l ved. The report also asks 
for an upgrading of the training of peopl e that operate ambu l ances; that paramedics shou l d  be 
trained in the NWT ; and that a l l commun i ties shou l d  have at least a minim al  l e v e l  of ambu l ance 
service. What type o f  v ehicle we shou l d  have and what type of training the l oca l  operators of the 
v e hicl e shoul d  have, wou l d  depend on the size  of the community and whether it was an air traffic 
centre or not, or whether on a highway system where there were a l ot of accidents on the ro ad . 

I have taken that issue to the p l anning and priorities of the g o v ernment an d the E xecuti ve. It has 
been at priorities for some time now. They have recommended and it was appro ved t oday , th at the 
Dep artment of He alth shou l d  be the main le ader in this are a and that our g o v ernment do es no �v 
reco gn i z e that ambu l ances are part of the he a l th care de l iv ery system. We do not hav e the funds to 
do ev erything that is requ ested in the ambu l ance report, which h ad capit a l  and O and M in the order 
of three or four mi l l ion doll ars a year  at some stages . But my department has been given the task 
now, to co-ordinate existing resources of the municipa l ities who own ambulances, of ambulances that 
are at airports, operated by MOT, o f  St. John Ambul ance peopl e and of He alth and Welf are Canada and 
even of the Department of Loca l Government which provides vehicles in sm a l l communities and the 
Department o f  Publ ic Works, so that appropriate v ehicl es c an b� made av ai l ab l e  for the siz e  of the 
commun i ty and tn e concerns. So that at a minimum in ev ery community, o v er a period of ye ars as 
Loca l Government or DPW change veh i cles, we cou l d  hav e a v ehic l e in these communities that �ou l d  do 
d oub l e  duty as a municipal  v ehic l e, and as we l l ,  transfer a patient from his home or the nursing 
st ation to an airport. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHJURMAN (Mr. Erk l o o) : Thank you . Mr. Garg an. 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you , Mr. Chairn1an. I woul d l ike to ask the Minister who pro vides the ambu l ance 
se r v ice for Rae -Ed zo? The other th i ng I would l ike to mention or e xpress a concern is with re g ard 
t o  the 1 11ed i ca l  code of ethics. In a l ot of cases in the communities there are individuals who have  
d i se ases that are either carrie d from birth or by whatever re ason, but the medical practitioner 
d oes not advise the community or the band about the situ ation of the indi vidua l .  It makes it 
d H f i cu l t  for the community to try to help the individua l  in wh atev er way, shape or form, mostl y 
beca u s e  of this code of ethics that the medical practitioners hav e, that confidenti al ity is 

I 
I 
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ma i nt a i ned . I co u l d  u se  an examp l e  of peo p l e  w i t h  d i abetes  o r  peop l e w i t h  ep i l epsy . But  somet imes  
i t  i s  o b v i o u s  i n  t h e  commu n i t i es t h at t h e se peop l e  go  t h rough t he se s i t u at i o n s  b ut h ow to dea l  w i t h  
i t  i s  somet h i ng t h at i s  n ot addre s sed . T h e  commu n i t i es c o u l d h e l p i n  a l ot of ways tow ar d  t h e s e  
peop l e  and make a contr i b ut i on i n  t h e  area o f  med i c i ne i n  he l p i n g t h e se peo p l e .  B ut a l ot o f  t i me s  
t h i s  conf i dent i a l i ty re s u l t s i n  s ev ere i nj u r i e s o r  med i c a l  comp l i c at i o n s  to t h e s e  i nd i v i d u a l s  th at 
s uffer from t he s e  part i c u l ar types of i l l n e s s e s . I j u st wanted  to address  t h at part i c u l ar con cer n  
b e c au s e  i t  i s  a concern i n  t he commu n i t i es ,  n o t  on l y  from mys e l f .  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Erk l oo): Mr . M i n i ster . 

HON . BR UCE Mc LAUGH L I N: On the matter  of R ae - E d zo  ambu l an ce  s erv i ces , t h at serv i c e i s  purc h ased  by 
Hea l t h  an d We l f are Can ad a .  I am not s u re whet her  i t  i s  from a l oc a l band coun c i l  o r g an i z at i on or 
from a co ntract or , b ut the s erv i c e i s  purc h ased by He a l t h  and We l f are Can ad a  d i rect l y  from wh at ev er 
org an i z at i on pro v i des  t h at serv i c e .  

C o nf i dent i a l i ty I n  Hea l t h  Mat ter s  

On t h e  matter of conf i d ent i a l i ty between the  h e a l th  prof e s s i o na l , the n u r se ,  the doctor and t he  
p at i ent , th at i s  a very i mport ant a nd  a l mo s t  u n t o u c h ab l e  p art of t he  hea l t h  sys tem . I wou l d  put i t  
t o  t h e  Member l i k e t h i s ,  h ow wo u l d  yo u l i ke t o  f i nd o ut from your  doctor  t h at yo u h ad c ancer ? You  
were v e ry yo ung , you h ad a yo ung  f am i l y , yo u were t ryi n g t o  f i gure  out how to break t h e  news to 
t h em and i t  took you four o r  f i ve d ays to b u i l d  u p  the cou r age t o  t a l k to your  w i fe and  k i ds and to  
ex p l a i n to t h em wh at the  s i t u at i on was , on l y  to f i n d out t h at some nurse  h ad t o l d you r  next door  
n e i g h bour  and  your n ext door n e i g h bo ur t o l d yo u r  w i fe . I do n ot t h i n k t h at anybody wants  t h e i r  own 
person al h e a l t h  mat ters d i s c u s sed on t h e  s t ree t s  aro u n d  t h e  commun i ty .  So when p eop l e  h av e  ser i ou s  
d i s ea se s , t h e  conf i dent i a l i ty covers  t ho s e  pat i ents . I t  i s  a doctor/pat i en t  re l at i o n s h i p and t he  
conf i dent i a l i ty i s  th ere . Members  of  t he  i mmed i a te f am i l y  m ay be i nformed 'i n s ome cas es , b ut i n  
gener a l , u n l e s s  t h e p at i ent wants  t h i s c o nf i dent i a l i ty t o  en d ,  t h e  doctor o r  n u r se are not abo ut to 
t a l k to j u st anybody about i t . 

Now i n  the  case  where peo p l e  maybe do  not u n ders t and t h ems e l v e s  how ser i o u s  t he i r  d i s e as e  i s ,  t h e s e  
are areas where t here cou l d  be a break down i n  commu n i c at i on , where t h ere n ee d  to be t r an s l ator s . A 
comm u n i ty he a l t h  wor ker co u l d s erve  t h at ro l e  to h e l p pat i ent s o u t  b ut  o n l y  wh en t h e  u nderst and i n g 
i s  c l e ar l y  g i ven t o  t he  pat i e nt t h at t h ey are g i v i n g t h e i r  perm ·i s s i o n fo r t h i s  person to i n tervene  
o n  t h e i r beh a l f wi t h  t he  doctor or n ur se . B ut , t h e  p at i ent wo u l d  h ave to g i v e  th at au thor i ty o ut 
f i rst  before t h e  doctor/p at i ent  conf i d ent i a l i ty o n  t he d i sease wou l d  be d i s c l o s ed . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l oo) :  Th ank yo u ,  Mr . M i n i s t e r . Mr . G arg an . 

MR . GARGAN: Th ank you , Mr . C h a i rm an . I g ue s s  t he concern t h at I h ave  w i t h reg ard to t h i s  wh o l e  
i s s ue , i s  t hat a per son cou l d b e  ret arded and  cou l d  very we l l  st i l l  be adm i t ted t o  a m ent al h e a l th 
i n s t i t ut i o n j u st becau se of t h e  way t h at h e  ac ts . The ot h e r  s i t u at i on t h at yo u co u l d  t h i n k about , 
i s  wi t h  regard to  a person  who h as ep i l e pt i c  s e i zures . Th o s e  are t h e  type s of s i t u at i o ns  th at 
s h o u l d  be made k nown to a commun i ty .  A l s o  I t h i nk wi t h  d i abet i c s ,  a per son h as to e at cert a i n 
types  of food -- I am not too s u re but  I b e l i e v e  th at i s  t h e  s i t u at i o n .  I am not t a l k i n g about 
expo s i n g i nd i v i d u a l s t h at perh aps h ave  venere a l  d i s ea se or c ancer , I am t a l k i n g about peo p l e  in  the 
c ommu n i ty t h at do h ave  a p art i c u l ar pro b l em for  an extended  l ength  of  t i me ,  for a l l of t he i r  l i fe ,  
i f  you want t o  c a l l i t .  Event u a l l y  i t  w i  1 1  be k novm by t h e  who l e c ommun i ty ,  b u t I b e l i e ve i n  order  
t o  e l i m i n ate  any d anger s ,  i t  shou l d  be made k nown . Ag ai n ,  i t  g oes r i g h t  b ack to  th at w ho l e 
p r i n c i p l e  on et h i c s .  I do not kn ow how to re so l ve t h at k i nd of a s i t u at i on .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . E r k l oo): Th an k you .  Mr . M i n i s ter . 

HO N .  B R UCE Mc LAUGHL I N: Mr . C h a i rm an , i n  t h e  c a se o f  ment a l  h e a l th  p at i e n t s , t he r i g ht s  of t h o s e  
p at i e nt s ,  t h e  protect i o n of t he i r  own r i g h t s  a n d  protect i o n of the i r  own h e a l t h , ar e i n  many c a s e s  
t ak en c are of i n  the  new Ment a l  Hea l th  Act ,  wh i ch t he Member h ad s u ch a f i ne h an d  i n  f i ne  t u n i n g .  
I t h i n k t h at act prov i des  for t h e  p rot ect i o n of both  the  p at i ent and t h e  commu n i ty ,  and t h ere  are 
means  to h and l e  t h at .  

B u t , i n  t h e  c ase of  d i abet i c s , peo p l e  h av i n g t o  t ak e  spec i a l  med i c i nes  at cert a i n t i m es ev ery day,  
l i k e d i abet i c s ,  o r  a spec i a l  d i e t fo r d i abet i c s ,  i t  i s  def i n i t e l y  the duty o f  th e hea l th  
profe s s i on a l s ,  t he  doctor  and the  n u rs e ,  to mak e  s u re t h at t h at pat i e nt u n d er s t ands t he i 1 1 1 portance  
of  t ak i n g the  r i ght med i c i n e at  the  r i g ht t i me ,  hav i n g t h e  r i g h t  d i et and  l i v i n g  th e r i g h t  
l i festyl e .  D i abet i c s requ i re a l ot more s l eep  a n d  reg u l ar h o u r s  t h an a norma l  per son wou l d .  That 
i s  a re s pon s i b i l i ty o f  t he  d o c tor and t h e  n u r s e  to  do t h at .  
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Provisions For Those Who Need Help 

Provisions are made, for exampl e, when people are in hospital for a young person or maybe an ol der 
person who needs help. Provisions are made under our government ' s  regulations and under the 
federal government's regulations so that person can be accompanied to the hospital at the 
government I s expense, so the person who accompanies wi 1 1  be put up in the community in a boarding 
home or whatever, while the patient is in the hospital. The nurse and doctor are supposed to 
expl ain to that parent or rel ative the exact procedures that have to be followed to take care of 
that patient. Provisions are made for that to be done, and if it is not being done, then it is a 
communication breakdown somewhere. Any compl aint that any Members have in that area, I would be 
happy to take to the hospital administrator and medical profession, if it is our department, or to 
Health and Welfare Canada if it is a nursing station or one of the federa l hospitals. Thank you, 
Mr . Ch a i rm an . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you, Mr. Minister . Mr. McCal l um. 

MR. McCALLUM : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would j ust like to go back to what I was dealing with 
first with the Minister. That was this whole business of the apparent federal cut-backs in the 
program that I think wi l l  have an effect, or could possibl y  have an effect on the devolution aspect 
of taking over some of the roles of national Heal th and Welfare, as it app l ies here in the North. 
I am not too sure how much of the total budget of national Health and Welfare is involved with the 
North, but I would expect it would be fairly substantial .  From the figures that I have within the 
federal budget, by the end of the decade national Health and Welfare wil l have their programs 
reduced to the tune of about five bi l lion do l lars, � ust under five bil l ion dollars. 

Our committee has had some concern with this who l e  business of a plan of action for the federal 
program transfer, in that we would hope that when this devolution does occur, you work out things 
over the next year and a month or so, so th at adequate l evels of funding both in O and M and 
capital are there for existing programs. But even beyond that, Mr. Minister, we think that it 
should also address the idea of funding some initiatives that the territorial government may want 
to embark upon in the health area, including, as Mr. Richard has been talking about, mental heal th, 
because there has been l ittl e  action taken by the government since the motion from this Assembly. 
So, we think that within your negotiations you should attempt to acquire, the funding to enhance 
that particular program , over and above what the federal government is doing now. 

I am sure that the chairman of our standing committee, when we come into this or wherever he is 
going to put it, will put forth the recommendation of the standing committee regarding this whol e 
business of transfer. But I do have some concern with the kinds of pro gr am reductions at the 
federal level and how they wi l l  affect the transfer of whatever is going to be transferred from the 
federal government department to your department here in the Government of the Northwest 
Territories. As I say, we were hoping that you wou l d  be abl e  to look not on l y  at the existing 
programs , both O and M and capital, but also at any initiatives that your government m ay be 
attempting to put forth. 

So, I just want to re-emphasize that, Mr. Chairman, on this department. There is a substantial 
amount of money being cut at the federal level over the next three or four years. In the federal 
budget, it is just under five bill ion dollars. Now, what part of that wil l come up and affect the 
North, I would hope that your officials could get involved to try to determin�. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In the proposed agreement - - and I will make that 
agreement available to all Members -- which we have sent to federal officials and the native 
organizations involved. I think, Mr. Chairman, copies of that could be made available and 
distributed during this committee. I wi l l  see that that is done as soon as possible. 

In that agreement, one of the conditions is that our Department of Public Works be allowed to 
inspect a l l  the existing buildings th'at federal DPW has in the NWT, to find out what repairs are 
needed to them, when those buildings will have to be replaced and to make sure that what is 
transferred to us is a capital plan that will allow us to be sure that we have adequate facilities 
in place. 
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Committ ees In Place 

Another thing that we are interested in is the operations, finding out exactly how many person 
years t here are, and as well, how many positions there are, because, like our government, there are 
positions and there are also person years and we have to sort all that out. We have three 
committees, one on personnel. This committ ee has already t aken some initiatives by hav i ng meetings 
in some of the communities in the Baffin where we are aiming for Sept ember 1st transfer, to meet 
with the employees and get their feelings . We have to worry about -- I was going to say 
grandfathering t he contracts but for nurses, maybe I should say grandmothering. We also have a 
committee to deal with operations. We also have a capital  and finance committ ee in place to work 
on the Baffin transfer. 

I should say, Mr. Chairman, that the federal Minister to date has been very co-operative. 
initiated the idea that the vacancy of zone director in the Baffin should be filled by one of our 
employees and at first they did not do t hat, they put one of their own employees in. But when the 
vacancy came up again I persuaded Mr. Epp t hat our government should be able t o  fill that position 
on contract and he agreed. So we have one of our Department of Health employees seconded to Heal th 
and Welfare Canada to run the Baffin zone. This will give us an inside handle on exactly what the 
operations budget and person year situation is in t he Baffin. So I think that to dat e Health and 
Welfare Canada has been very co-operative in let ting us know exactly what the situation is. We do 
understand that in the transfer we will have to take into consideration what Supply and Services of 
t he federal government does for Health and Welfare Canada, and how much federal DPW spends to 
maintain those buildings, because that is not in Health and Welfare Canada ' s  budget .  So those are 
areas we have to look at as well as if there are any positions in Ot tawa which maybe should be 
transferred t o  Yellowknife. 

The bottom line, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Mccallum is pursuing, is on possible budget restraints and 
how it may affect us. I think if negotiat ions get tough and the federal government tries to build 
cut s  into the system, our government would n ot be willing t o  take it over. 

We also are, in the area of mental health, looking at a total review of the whole program in 
co -operation with Mr. Epp ' s  officials so that any deficiencies can be identified. We would want 
those reconsidered at a future dat e, once they are identified. 

I think the bot tom line is woul d we want to sit as a government and watch Health and Welfare Canada 
to decide what programs are going to be cut, if any? Or would we like to be in a position to do 
that ourselves, if that is what is forced upon us? So that may be a hard decision this government 
has to make. We may have to say , 11 Well, we would rather take it over subj e ct to some cuts " ,  but 
have the power to decide ourselves where they are going t o  be, rather t han not take the transfer 
and j ust sit back idly and watch Health and Wel fare Canada cut where they vmuld like to. My 
feeling is that we should go ahead with this transfer and all indications so far are that Mr. Epp 
and his officials are very favourable t o  the transfer and have been very accommodating to us in 
giving us all the information disclosures we have required. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Erkloo): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mrs. Lawrence. 

Northerners In The Health Profession Field 

MRS. LAWRENCE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have several concerns regarding health. One of the 
b·i ggest concerns I have is the transfer of health from the federal to t errit orial. A few years ago 
they had a community-based program right across Canada. At that time the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon were excluded from that community-based program. The federal reason was because of land 
claim negotiat ions taking place. To me it seems that was their excuse for not involving the 
Northwest Territories. I do not know why they used that excuse. Maybe they figure if we do not 
train our own northerners we will create good employment for southerners. 

To have the services improved, one action we can t ake is to train our own northerners. I just do 
not believe the service wi 1 1  be any bet ter unless we get some of our peop 1 e ready t o  f i 1 1  some of 
these positions. There are going to be several positions that will be filled by southerners 
because we are not trained t o  fill some of these positions. It really concerns me because we have 
a lot of training positions in the department s  and there are not too many training in the Heal th 
department. 
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When it comes  to open i ng t he new h o s p i t a l , and I u n d erst and i t  i s  g o i n g  to be a b i g  h o s p i t a l , how 
many of o ur peop l e  are re ady to  f i l l  t h e se pos i t i o n s ?  I h ave b ro u g ht t h i s  u p  many t i mes an d I am 
g o i n g  t o  br i n g i t  u p  a g a i n .  Wh at i s  t he  d e partment d o i ng i n  co-ord i n at i ng anyth i ng i n  t h at l i n e  
w i th  t h e  Dep ar tme nt of E d u c at i o n ?  W e  h ave d i fferent t r a i n i n g programs , ren ewab l e  r e so urces , s o c i a l 
s erv i c e s  for t he Soc i a l Ser v i ces d e p artment , b ut when  i t  comes  to h e a l th  i t  i s  very l i m i t ed . I am 
putt i n g t h at u nder  t h i s one p ar agr aph wh ere you h av e  1 1 commu n i ty-ba sed  i n i t i at i ve prog ram " .  I g u e s s  
t h at l e a d s  to  my quest i o n ,  wh at i s  a c ommu n i ty - b ased i n i t i at i ve pro g r am ?  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Er k l o o ) : Th an k yo u .  Mr . Mi n i s t e r . 

HON . BR U C E  McLAUGHL I N :  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . I n  an swer t o  t h e  l a s t  q u e st i o n ,  th at pro g r am i s  a 
l o c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l th aw arenes s  prog ram .  Th at i s  p r i m ar i l y  wh at we are  l oo k i n g at t h ere . 

Reg ard i n g t h e  g e nera l  comments  the Member h a s made i n  t he t r a i n i ng of n at i ve n ort hern p eop l e  t o  
work  i n  t h e h e a l th  profes s i o n f i e l d .  I do n ot  mean  to  b e  s hort when  I s ay th i s  b ut the  p ro b l em we  
h ave i n  t h e  No rthwe s t  Ter r i to r i es i s  t h at i n  or der to  become a profes s i o n al doctor or a reg i s t e red 
n u r s e -- to  be a p rofess i on a l , th i s  i s  at t a i n ed by go i n g to u n i ver s i ty .  Our p ro b l em i s  t h at i n  
most of our  sm a l l n at i ve c ommun i t i es we cannot  g et peo p l e  out o f  g r ade 1 2  or e v en out o f  gr ade 
n i n e .  So un t i l we c an get o u r  st u dent s  to g r ad e  1 0  an d t o  gr ad e  1 2 ,  a l ot of th e s e  p rofes s i o n a l 
f i e l d s are s h ut off to t h em .  J u s t  l i ke ot her profe s s i o n s , l i k e l awyer s , etc . ,  you h ave to h ave a 
h i gh  s c h oo l  e d u c at i on before  yo u c an g et u n i v e r s i ty e d u c at i o n .  

Now , t he  ot her  matter  of up g r ad i n g .  My off i c i a l s  hav e  h ad cont act s w i t h  t h e  U n i ver s i ty o f  Man i t oba  
w here  t h ere  i s  a n o rt hern  h e a l th  me d i c a l  u n i t  t h at ,  s e r ve s  t h e  Keewat i n .  They h a ve i n d i c ated to  u s  
t h at t h e r e  are po s i t i o n s  b o t h  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  m ed i c a l  doct or  and i n  ot h e r  h e a l t h  prof ess i o n f i e l d s 
where we c an b uy or p urch ase  po s i t i on s  and h ave po s i t i o ns  h e l d  open for  u s  i n  t h e i r  pro gram .  They 
a l so  are w i l l i n g t o  u p g r ade ; t hey h ave  a prog r am e s pe c i a l l y  for n at i v e st u d en t s  to  u p g r ad e  t hem .  I 
h ave al s o  i n qu i red  ar ound an d I b e l i e ve t h ere i s  a p l ace i n  A l berta  c a l l ed ' ' S u nr i s e " , I th i n k ,  and 
a few o t h er prog r ams where  t h e se  p ro g r ams are s pec i f i c a l l y  to  t ak e  n at i ve peo p l e who are i nterested 
and  u p g r ade t h em to  t h e  g r ade 1 2  l e v e l and p ut t h em t h rough u n i v er s i t i e s or co l l eges to get a 
h e a l t h  p rofes s i o n ed u c at i o n .  I h ave pa s s ed t h i s  i n format i o n over  t o  t h e  M i n i ster  of E d u c at i o n s o  
t h at h i s  off i c i a l s m i ght  p urs ue t h i s .  A s  t he Member k nows t r a i n i n g i s  con so l i dated i n  t h e  
Dep artment  o f  Ed u c at i o n .  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Er k l o o ) : Th an k yo u .  Mrs . L awr ence . 

Tr a i n i ng Of Commu n i ty He a l t h  Represen t at i v e s  

MRS . LAWREN C E : Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . I am n ot  as k i n g t o  l ower t he l e v e l  o f  our  he a l t h  
prog ram .  W e  h ave  to  st art somewh ere t o  e ncour age s ome o f  t h e se i n d i v i d u a l s i nto  h ea l th pro g r ams . 
I am t a l k i n g f rom e xper i ence . E v e n  at the  l ev e l  of commun i ty hea l t h  r epre s en t at i v e s , th ey do not 
even h ave  t h at . I n  my area we h ave  one t h at i s  p art t i me and t h i s  t r a n s fer  of h e a l th  h a s been i n  
t h e  wor k s  for t h e  l a st  - - how m any  years now? The exc u s e  t h at the  two government s are  u s i ng i s  
t h at w e  d o  n ot h ave e n o u g h  mo ney o r  we c an n ot h i re t h em unt i l t h ey are t ra i ned . There are s e vera l  
t r a i n i n g progr ams i n  t h e  NWT  government w here  t h ey are n ot  gu ar ant eed job s ,  b ut t h ey are t r a i n ed .  
I j u s t  do  n ot u n der s t a n d  why t h ey do not st art even at t he C HR l eve l and  t h en  come up , bec au se some 
of our C H Rs d i d  go i n to  a h i g h e r  l e ve l , i n to reg i s tered n ur s i ng . I t h i n k th at h as t o  be l ooked  at 
very c l o s e l y  if we are go i n g to  t ake s ome of t h e se serv i ces over and  i f  we are  go i n g to h ave a 
better  s e rv i c e bec au se  we under st and a l l t oo we l l ,  wh en  yo u come from a sm a l l commu n i ty ,  e x act l y  
wh at we are faced  w i t h . Some of t h e se  peo p l e c om i n g  from t h e  Sout h do n ot h ave t h at u n der sta nd i ng ,  
t h erefore  t h e  serv i c e i s  not  meet i n g t h e  needs  of t h e  i nd i v i d u a l s at t he  comm u n i ty l ev e l . 

Anot h e r  coiTlment I wou l d  l i k e to make  i s  reg ard i n g t h e  obj ect i v e to rev i ew an d a s s i s t ,  wh ere  
feas i b l e ,  b o ard i n g home operat i o n s  i n  Y e l l ow k n i fe .  Before we  t ake over a ny  of t h e se ser v i ces wh ere 
c ap i t a l  cost  is  c o n cerned  we s hou l d  h ave pro per  h ome bo ard i n g put in  p l ace in  Ye l l owk n i fe .  We h ave  
a ve ry poor  system g o i n g  r i g h t  now . My next  q u est i on i s  wh at k i nd of i n i t i at i on  h a s  been  t a k en for  
negot i at i o n s  concern i n g t h e  t r an sfer  of  furt h er h e a l t h serv i c e s  progr am s ?  M ah s i  c h a . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Erk l o o ) : Mr . Mi n i s t er . 

MR . l�c LAUGH L I N :  Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . I u n der s t and t h at the  Member i s  i nt ere s t ed not j u s t  i n  
ge t t i n g u n i ver s i ty q u a l i f i e d pro fes s i o ns  b ut a l so comnun i ty he a l t h  represent at i v es i n  t h e  f i e l d  as 
one are a .  I n  the negot i at i o n on the t r an s fe r  i n  t h e  Baff i n  we h ave  i d ent i f i ed wh at we  fee l i s  a 
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shortage th ere, so part of our negotiation with them is that, for example they hav e  three CHRs in 
place in the Baffin right now and admitted a shortage there or we have identified that there is a 
shortage th ere, and that is going to be part of our negotiations on that transfer, that funds be in 
place to fill those positions. I have indicated to the Member before, I am not sure if it was in 
the House or personally, that Health and Welfare Canada had funds in pl ace for training but they 
did not have any person years that they would be allowed to fill under the present re� traints, so 
that it would not do any good. In other words, we could have Health and Welfare Canada funding to 
train some CHRs but there would have been nowhere for Health and Welfare to place t hem within their 
budget. So that did not seem to be a lucrative plan to follow. However, if we can identify in the 
Baffin that there are vacancies for trained CHRs then we could perh aps pursue that with Mr. 
Patterson. 

Boarding Homes In Yellowknife 

In addition, in the area of the boarding home situation in Yellowknife I believe I have answered 
questions in this House to Mr. Wah -Shee explaining the situation and it is this . The Executive 
Council approved in principle some time ago th at they would provide funds to lease boarding h omes 
in Yellowknife from a Kitikmeot organization and from a Dene organization and th at, whichever route 
they chose to follow, we woul d accommodate them. 

In the case of the Kitikmeot organization, they have ch osen to construct their own bui l ding. They 
have acquired property to do that. They have submitted plans to Health and Welfare Canada and my 
department and the Department of Public vJorks so that we can make suggestions to th em. They have 
approval from the city of Yellowknife so that they comply with the zoning by-laws on the two lots 
th at they are interested in and we will soon be at the st age where I will be seeking Ex ecutive and 
FMB approval to enter into a contract with the Kitikmeot organization . 

In the case of the Dene they have chosen to lease, I believe, an ex i sting building in Yellowknife 
which is, or is being , renovated to accommodate their boarding home situation and we have 
identified money for this fiscal year to enter into that lease . We are awa"i ting a formal proposal 
from the Dene Nation, at which time our Department of Public Works and of ficials of my department 
and Health and Welfare Canada will make sure that the accommodation is adequate to meet the needs 
of Health and Welfare Canada and that the amount of the lease is appropriate for our government to 
pay. Mr. Chairman, our government is going to pay the lease of these buildings and Health and 
Welfare Canada will pay the operation and maintenance. Our leasing of the buildings is conditional 
upon the organizations getting a contract with Health and Welfare Canada for the O and M. 

In the area of the general transfer I have answered several questions on the general transfer. 
What our government wants to do is transfer the Baffin wh ich already has Treasury Board approva l by 
September 1st and transfer a l l  the rest of the services in the NWT presently performed by Health 
and Wel fare Canada by April 1 ,  1987. That includes environmental h ealth officers, public health 
nurses, nursing stations and any other services that Health and Welfare Canada provides including 
the Inuvik federal hospital. Th ank you , Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Th ank you . Mrs. Lawrence. 

MRS. LAWRENCE : Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I h ave one other question. How many positions are you 
looking at for the new hospita l ?  If you do not have the answer right now you can come back to me 
with that. My next question i s  how do you anticipate filling these positions for the hospital? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Mr. Minister. 

Positions Guaranteed For Northern Health Professionals 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. am not sure what is the exact number of 
positions but I will distribute that to Members as soon as available . The Stanton board is 
presently developing their operating, plans which involves that so those figures wi l l  not be 
available for some time now. But when they are available a couple of months down the road or 
wh atever I will make the Members aware of the number. 

All I can say as far as filling positions goes, is that we have had a great deal of difficu l ty 
filling positions and I am also aware in talking to Mr. Epp and Mr. Aked, who is the NWT director 
of Health and Welfare Canada, in the nursing stations in the northern parts of the provinces, as 
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we l l as here , t h ey are h av i n g  a hec k  of a t i me f i l l i n g a l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t hey ar e f un ded f or . They 
j u st  c an n ot rec r u i t  n u r ses to wor k  in sm a l l r emote commu n i t i e s or  i n  federa l  h o s p i t a l s  as they 
wou l d  l i k e to . So there  i s  def i n i t e l y an ar ea  where  adequ at e l y tr a i ned no rth ern  h e a l th  
profes s i o n a l s cou l d  be  g u aranteed jobs  by our  governme nt and by  Hea l th an d We l f are Canad a .  I t e l l 
t h e  Member and  any Member , yo u f i nd  me a st u d ent who  h as the  q u a l i f i c at i o n s  to get i nto  t h e  m ed i c a l  
profes s i o n ,  i n  n u r s i n g  o r  a s  a phys i c i an ,  an d I c an g u ar a ntee yo u t h at mys e l f  an d t he M i n i s ter of 
E d u c at i o n w i l l  f i n d  a s pot fo r t h at per s on i n  a u n i vers i ty somewh ere . 

A s  for t he  ot her  job s  l i k e CHRs , i f  we c an get the federa l  go ver nment  to i d ent i fy t h at there  are 
more  C H R s  requ i red , for ex amp l e  i n  t h e  B affi n ,  we wou l d  h ope t h at t h ro u g h  t h e  De p artment of 
E d u c at i on we can do  some tr ai n i n g i n  Frob i s h er B ay .  I k now th at I h a ve h ad conver s at i ons  w i t h  Mr . 
P a tter son a nd  he i s  p l ann i n g t o  do some t r a i n i n g for C HRs i n  t h e  B aff i n  t o  f i l l  any v acan c i es wh i c h 
we can h ave  created t h ro u g h  t h i s  ag reement w i t h  t h e  feder a l  go vernment . Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . C ha i rman . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . Erk  l o o ) : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . M i n i ster . Mr . T ' S e l e i e .  

MR . T ' SE L E I E :  Mr . Ch a i rman , I h av e  a coup l e  of co ncern s  w i t h  r eg ard t o  h e a l t h . The Comm i s s i o ner ' s  
Add re s s  at t h e  b eg i n n i ng of t h i s  se s s i o n s t ate d  t h at t he  t r a n s fer of t h e  B aff i n  hea l th pro g r am s  
from t h e  feder a l  t o  t he  terr i t o r i a l  wo u l d  be com p ·l eted by Se ptember 1 986 a n d  t h e  tr ansfer of 
rema i n i n g h e a l t h  c are progr ams  i s  p l a nned  for  Apr i l 1 987 . The gener a l  q uest i o n I wo u l d  l i ke to ask  
t h e  M i n i s t er i s ,  where i s  t h e  push  c om i ng  f rom t o  h av e  th i s  tr an sfer  t ak e  p l ace? I t h i nk I 
ment i o ned  to yo u i n  t h e  stand i n g  comm i ttee  o n  f i n an ce  mee t i n g t h at re a l l y  t h e  o r d i n ary  c i t i z en i s  
m a i n l y  concerned about bet ter de l i very o f  serv i ces  and th at i t  d o es not re a l l y  m ake  a g re at d ea l  of 
d i fference  who adm i n i s t e rs i t . Perh aps you cou l d  c l ar i fy s ome of t h at for me s i nce  i t  ap pe ars to 
me th at there  are qu i t e a few of u s  here who are not ent i r e l y  c l ear  on t h i s  p l an n ed t r ansfer . 

CH /\ I RMAN ( Mr .  Er k l o o ) : Th ank  yo u .  Mr . Mi n i s t e r . 

Regi o n a l  Organ i z at i o n s  I n i t i at i ng Request  For  Tr an sfer 

HON . BR UC E Mc LAUGHL I N :  Mr . Ch a i rman , t he  i n i t i at i ves  for the  t r ansfer  i n  mo st c ases  h av e  come from 
c ommu n i t i e s or reg f on a l  o r g an i z at i on s . In t he B aff i n ,  K i t i kmeot and Keewat i n ,  e ac h  o ne of t ho se 
reg i o n a l  org an i z at i o n s  h as wr i t ten to th i s  g overnmen t  or p assed on reso l ut i o n s  from t h e i r  
o r g an i z at i o n s  t h at t h ey want t h i s  t r a n s fer t o  t ake p l ace . Mem ber s m i g h t  be aware t h at t h e  Tu n g av i k  
Fed e r at i on of N u n avut  rec ent l y  wan ted t o  h o l d u p  t h e  t r an sfer  and  devo l ut i o n  of serv i c es from t h e  
federa l t o  t h e  t e r r i tor i a l g overnment b u t  t h ey s pec i f i c a l l y  s a i d t h at he a l th w a s  an exc ept i on ,  t h at 
t h ey wan ted to  go ah ead . Th at i s  mo st l y  bec au s e  I t h i n k  th e peop l e  i n  t h e  Baff i n  are very h appy 
w i t h  t h e  h o s p i t a l t r a n s fer  t h at h as t ak en p l ace an d ar e l oo k i n g  forward to the  t r a n s fer of t he 
n u r s i n g st at i o n s ,  wh i c h w i l l  be u n d e r  reg i o n a l  and  commun i ty co n tro l i n  t h e  mode l wh i c h we pro pose  
to  put  i n  p l ace t h ere . 

I must  a l  so t e l  1 t h e  Members t h at t h e  v e ry f i r s t  meet i n g  I h ad w i th Mr . Epp  aft er the l ast fed era l  
e l e ct i on ,  I w a l ked i n to  h i s  o ff i c e p r i m ar i l y  j u s t  as a c o urte sy to  s ay he l l o  to  h i m  beca u se  I vJas 
i n  t own I t h i n k for an abor i g i n a l r i g h t s  meet i n g .  He s a i d ,  " I  s u ppose yo u are h ere to get t he  
t r a n s fer of  Hea l t h  and We l f are  C a n ad a  mov i n g  i n  t h e Baff i n  a n d  p o s s i b l y  t h e  rest  of th e Nort hwest 
Ter r i t o r i e s . "  I s a i d ,  " T h at was not on my age n d a  today .  I n  the  B aff i n  we cert a i n l y  h ad the 
app rov a l  of the  l oc a l  commun i t i e s and n at i v e or g a n i z at i o n s  but we h ad not ach i eved  t h at in  the  Dene 
and  I n u v i a l u i t  commun i t i e s a nd  t h at v,;e wou l d  n ot p u r s ue t h at u nt i l we  had  t he i r  ag reement . "  In  
t h at are a ,  t h e  Execut i ve i n s t r u c t ed me to st art an  i n i t i a l co nver s at i o n w i t h  t he  Dene  Nat i o n  
pres i d e nt a nd  w i t h  COP E and I d i d  t h o se o v er t h e  p hone a n d  h ad a few coffee meet i n gs .  We t h en 
p u r s u ed h av i n g Mr . E pp  come up here i n  conj u n ct i o n w i t h  the St anton  g ro u n d  break i n g ceremony we 
h ad . Mr . E pp  met w i t h t he  Me t i s ,  Dene and COP E  o r g an i z at i o ns  h e re i n  Ye l l owk n i fe .  

At t h a t meet i n g he ou t l i n e d  wh at the  i n t ent i o n s  of t he feder al gove rnment were - - t h at t h ere wou l d  
b e  a government t o  gover nment  t r an sfer  f rom t h e  feder a l  t o  t er r i tor i a l go ver nment . I o ut l i n ed t h e  
pos i t i on of o u r  Exec ut i ve t h at w h e n  t h at t r an s fer took p l ace i t  was o u r  i n tent i on t o  i mme d i at e l y  
t r an s fer t h e progr am over  t o  l o c a l  , bo ards  o r  reg i o n a l bo ard s . An d th at o n e  o f  t h e  t h i ngs  th at h ad 
to be t ak en i nto con s i d e r at i on was t h at t h e  s pec i a l  s t at u s , t h e  st at u s  I n d i an a nd  I n u i t  h ave i n  
h e a l t h c are prog r �ns , wo u l d  b e  p rot ected . I n  t h e  p ropo sed ag reement t h at h as j u s t  b ee n  s ent  aro u n d  
to  you , o n e  o f  t h e  two ma i n  p r i n c i p l e s i s  t h at o u r  government wo u l d  act a s  an agent f o r  t h e  feder a l  
government fo r t h e  d e l i very of t he  I n d i a n  h e a l t h  po l i cy ,  wh i c h i s ,  i n  f act , th e p ro g r am wh i c h 
prov i d e s  n at i ve peo p l e  i n  t h e  Northwe s t  Ter r i t or i es w i th  fu l l and comp l ete  med i c a l  ser v i c es o ver 
and  ab ove  wh at a l l C a n ad i a n s  are g u aranteed  i n  t h e C an ad a  He a l t h Ac t .  
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Meeting With Dene �oard Of Directors 

Next week, I believe on March 4th and 5th, my Department of Health is funding the transportation 
and accommodation of the Dene board of directors. I believe there are eight or 10 peop l e  
concerned. We have also invited all the Dene MLAs to participate in this . The agenda is being set 
up entirely by the Dene Nation. I believe the first day is devoted to internal conversations 
amongst themselves with the Dene MLAs being invited to participate. Then on March 5th and if 
necessary on March 6th, my officials , Hea l th and Welfare Canada officials and myself will discuss 
what we want to see take place in this transfer and why we think it is important for the transfer 
to take place. The Dene organization itself will then meet in camera and decide what their 
position is in regard to this. So no transfer will be initiated officially with the federal 
government until the native organizations concerned are i n  fu ll  agreement. 

So we are pu rsuing the Baffin transfer right now. We have committees in place and we are sending 
letters of welcome to the Health and Welfare Canada employees that we would like them t o  become ou r 
employees with the transfer. As far as the rest of the Ter ritories goes, we are wa i ting until the 
various native organizations concerned are in complete agreement befor e we pu rsue this on the next 
step with the federal government. We have indicated that April 1, 1987 i s  when we wo uld like the 
transfer to take place. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : 
than asking a question. 

Thank you. Mr. Patterson, I think you wanted to make j ust comrrients rather 
Although there are a few people before you, the Chair will recognize you. 

Initiative To Transfer Health Services In Baffin 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. I j ust want to take some of the blame for 
promoting the transfer of health services in Baffin. It seems to be considered to be someth i ng 
that is not desirable. I certainly respect the r i ght of MLAs to have reservations about the 
transfer of heal th in their regions but I would like to explain that I am quite certain that 
support is very strong for local control of health in Baffin Region. I think the initiative, in 
addition to the organizations the Minister mentioned, has certa i nly come from MLAs in this 
Assembly. 

We were tired of not be i ng able to get answers from the federal government about health p roblems. 
We tried to get the zone director occasionally, and the regional di rector of Hea l th and Welfare 
into the Assembly some years ago. That was a very much less than satisfactory arrangement. \iJe 
tried to get access to Health and Welfare in Yellowknife, Edmonton and Ottawa. That was less than 
satisfactory. So a movement began in 1979 to see health services transfer red. I went to the 
trouble, along with Mr. Cu rley, of going to the ITC annual general assembly in Coppermine in 1980, 
I believe, to lobby for a resolution supporting health transfer not so that it would erode a 
constitutional right of the Inuit to have a certain level of health care but rather, as we 
explained to the ITC, and as the Minister has· expl ained, through a contractual arrangement, and as 
an agent for the federal government, these rights need not be prej udi ced and in fact can be 
enhanced by having local control. 

The support started with the general assembly of ITC who were very di ssatisfied with the level of 
health services and more important the accountability of health off icials to the people of the 
Northwest Ter ritories. It got the support of Baffin Regional Council. It got support of MLAs. 
Motions were made in this Assem bl y. The successive Ministers of Health, includ i ng Mr. McCallum and 
Mr. Tologanak and now Mr. McLaughl i n, have responded to that pressure i n  a very positive way. I 
would like to say the experience has been nothing but good in Baffin in my view. 

Achievements Of Baffin Region Hospital Board 

If I can j ust make a few comments, the board of directors is almost exclusively In uit. Initially 
it was set up with the regional director of the Baffin Region as chairman but recentl y  he was 
replaced by George Eckalook of Reso'lute Bay so the el ected representatives now have chairmanship 
and a very large measu re of control on the board. That board has made decisions of benefit to the 
people in the region, in my vi ew. They, for example, have made sign i ficant staff changes. They 
made difficult decisions on senio r staf f at the hos�ital, based on their perception of what will be 
best fo r the people they serve. They have been very largely responsible for pers uading the Hon. 
Monique Begin, who was then Minister of Health, to allow the Baffin hospital board to take over the 
operation of facilities for transient patients in Montreal. And I am telling you,  Mr. Chairman, 
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the cond i tions pr i or to the involvement of the Baffin hospi tal board for transient patients i n  
Montreal were appalli ng. They were neglected, there were no translat i on servi ces, there were no 
proper faciliti es, and now, thanks to the lobby i ng efforts of the Baff i n  regional board, there i s  
an excellent transi ent fac i li ty there that has native staff. They have a van and a safe, decent 
place for pati ents to stay. They have done l i ttle things l i ke see i ng that the d i et in the hospi tal 
was changed to be appropri ate to Inuit  pat i ents. They have made efforts to i mprove tra i n i ng for 
hospi tal staff. In fact recently, the Baff i n  hospi tal board has made representati ons whi ch I think 
are go i ng to lead to the establi shment of a certi fi ed nursing assi stant course in Baffin. I would 
say that tra i n i ng, whi ch is a goal we all should a i m for, can be enhanced i f  you have people who 
are accountable to the electors in the North i nvolved in adm i ni steri ng the hosp i tal. 

Mr. Chai rman, I was very i mpressed at one of the very f i rst Baffi n  Reg i onal Hospital Board's 
meeti ngs, to see the board of d i rectors go i ng through the hal lway of the Baff i n  hosp i tal speaking 
d i rectly to pati ents i n  the i r  own language about what they thought of the care that they were 
getti ng. Now that is  a small illustrati on of how I thi nk a takeover of health services can result 
i n  d i rect accountabili ty for the quality of servi ces. 

I do not thi nk that i t  needs to prejudi ce a speci al consti tut i onal status o f  native people. If i t  
d oes, the contract can be cancel led, and that i s  why i t  was recommended from the beg i nni ng that 
there should be a contractual arrangement. If it d oes not work out, i t  can be terminated. But, I 
would l i ke to say, w i th all respect to Members who are nervous about this, that I am qui te 
confi dent that the experience i n  Baffi n  has been noth i ng but posi ti ve. There were some employees 
who were a b i t  nervous about whether their benef i ts would be as good if the takeover occurred, even 
employees that I have talked to and they are now quite happy w i th the arrangement. 

Better Accountabi li ty Means Better Servi ce 

So, just to close my corrrnent, Mr. Cha i rman, I would li ke to be open about say i ng, that as an MLA, 
this i s  one of the th i ngs that I have worked on and that I am very pleased w i th the sort of 
response that we have had from the government. I hope that we mo ve just as fast to take over 
nursi ng stations as well because they are i n  need of improvement and they should be now connected 
w i th the same system, and that is why I supported the mot i on made by Mr. Curley the other day. If 
you move the staff i nto the North, they are automat i cally go i ng to be more accountable. If you 
have a board of d i rectors composed of people representat i ve of the North, they are automati cally 
go i ng to be more accountable. If you have better accountability, you have better service i n  my 
v i ew .  Thank you . 

AN HON . MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. We w i ll have a 15 mi nute coffee break but before 
we go the Cha i r  would like to recogn i ze the co -ordi nators of the alcohol and drug programs from the 
vari ous centres in the NWT, who are here in Yellowknife for a workshop. 

---Applause 

---SHORT RECESS 

Now, the next speaker is Mr. T'Seleie. 

MR. T'S ELEIE : Mr. Chai rman, the reason that I brought up the transfer of health is that ri ght now 
the health servi ces for Inu i t  and treaty Indi ans is covered by agreements w i th the federal 
government and other obli gati ons that the federal government has, and I would not li ke to ·see any 
changes i n  those. Med i cal servi ces for treaty people should not be affected by the transfer. You 
know, I am not obj ect i ng to the transfer as such but ri ght now, I do not know that much about i t. 
That is why I ra i sed i t  here. If the M i n i ster co uld give us h is  assurance of the fact that that 
part of the transfer i s  not go i ng to be affected, then I thi nk that it  would allevi ate a lot of our 
fears. As we go along , we keep talk i ng about responsi ble government in the Northwest Terri tories 
and i t  seems to be that at some po i nt, ' the Northwest Terri tor i es w i ll be able to collect i ts own 
taxes and supposedly have to pay for i ts own health serv i ces. If the economi c cond i tion of 
abor i g i nal people does not improve at that po i n t, i t  could mean that, e i ther because we are the 
po orest people in  the North, we w i ll not be able to rece ive the proper level of servi ces, or 
because the taxpayer would complain that those people who are not payi ng the i r  taxes should not 
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rece i v e he a l t h  serv i c e s . Th at i s  t h e  k i nd of scen ar i o  I t h i n k  n at i ve peo p l e  are c o n c e r n ed about . 
I wo u l d  j us t  l i ke t o  see  the  M i n i s ter  s t ate t h at t h at i s  n ot wh at event u a l l y  w i l l  h appen  h ere , 
b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  mo st abo r i g i n a l  peop l e are a l on g  way from be i ng a b l e to afford  t h e  h e a l t h  serv i ce s  
t h at w e  a r e  n o w  gett i n g .  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l oo ) : Th ank yo u .  Mr . M i n i s ter . 

I nd i an He a l t h  Po l i cy Not Affected  By Transfer  

HO N .  BRUCE  Me LAUGH L I N :  Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . T he  t r e aty I n d i ans an d I n u i t  of C an ada are  
d e l i vered  h e a l t h  care  serv i c e s  over  and ab o v e  wh at is  out l i n ed i n  the  C an ad a  H e a l t h  Act . T hat  
p o l i cy i s  c a l l ed t h e  I n d i an he a l t h  p o l i cy ,  a nd  t h o se p r o g r ams , when  t hey are  d e l i v ered by a 
prov i n c i a l government  o r  a terr i t o r i a l  gover nment o r  anybo dy  el s e ,  by a do ctor  f or ex amp l e ,  ar e 
p a i d for  by He a l t h  an d We l fare  C a n ad a .  They , from t i me to  t i me ,  may amen d t h at po l i cy to  e i t h er 
u p g r ad e  i t  o r  s t r e am l i n e i t  o r  wh atever , b u t  the  fed e r a l  government  d et e rm i n es wh at t h at I n d i an 
h e a l t h  po l i cy i s .  So , i n  t h i s  t r a n s fer , t h at I n d i an h e a l th  po l i cy wo u l d  n o t  be i nt erfered  w i th . 

If Members  l oo k  at t he proposed agreement i n  pr i n c i p l e  t h at we h ave , i t  s ays , " and  whereas C an a d a  
m ay contr act w i t h  t h e  Ter r i t o r i e s  t o  admi n i s ter  on beh a l f  of  Can ad a  c e rt a i n  h e a l t h  
r e s po n s i b i l i t i es ,  non - i n s u red  s e r v i ce s , f o r  abo r i g i n a l  peop l e s ,  wh e re abor i g i n a l  peo p l es ,  as 
represented by t h e  ab o r i g i n a l  ag reemen t  or abor i g i n a l org an i z at i o n s , agree  to  s u c h  co n t r act s " .  
An d ,  o n  p age  t hree , i t em f i ve ,  s ays , " The  part i e s agree t h at C a n a d a  may contr act w i th  t he 
Terr i to r i e s  to adm i n i s ter  on beh a l f of C an ad a ,  no n - i n s u re d  h e a l t h  serv i c es  to abor i g i n a l p eo p l e s 
where  t h e  abor i g i n a l  peo p l es  a s  r e spre sented  by t h e  abor i g i n a l or g an i z at i o n s , a gree to s u c h  
c o nt r act s . "  I t  i s  o ur  i nt ent i o n t o  s t r i c t l y  b e  t h e  ag ent  o f  th e feder a l  gover nment  for t h e  
d e l i very of t h e  I n d i an h e a l th  po l i cy wh i ch ex i s t s , an d t h at po l i cy covers s t at u s  I n d i ans  an d I n u i t . 

It wou l d  a l so  be o u r  i nt e nt i o n ,  i f  t he n at i v e o r g an i z at i o n s  w i s h e d  i t ,  t h at e ach or g an i z at i on cou l d  
s i g n w i t h  o u r  government  and w i t h  t h e  feder a l  go ver nmen t ,  a t r i p art i t e ag reement  separate  f rom t h i s  
g e n e r a l  agr eemen t between t he t wo l e ve l s  of g o v e r nment . Th ank  you , Mr . C h a i rm an . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l oo ) : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . M i n i s t e r . Mr . T ' Se l e i e .  

MR . T ' S E L E I E :  Th ank  you , Mr . C h a i rman . I wo u l d  l i ke t o  a s k  t he M i n i s t er i n  t h i s  r e s p ect , when t h e  
feder a l  go v ernment covers  hea l t h  s e rv i ces  fo r I n u i t  a n d  t re aty peop l e ,  I wou l d  l i ke to  k no w  whe t h e r  
t h ey a l so  c o v e r  dent a l  serv i ces for  I n u i t  a n d  t r e aty peo p l e .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l oo ) :  Th ank yo u .  Mr . M i n i s t er . 

HO N .  B RUCE McLAUGHL I N :  Yes , Mr . C h a i rman , t h e  I n d i an h e a l t h  c are po l i cy c o v ers d e n t a l serv i ces as  
we l l as o p h t h a l m i c s e rv i ces , t r a n s port at i o n  and  ot h e r  me d i c a l  a i d s  l i k e c r utch es , whe e l ch a i rs ,  
d r u g s  or  other  ph arm acy r eq u i remen t s . Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k  l oo ) :  Mr . Wah - S h ee . 

F i n an c i a l  B a se  U s e d  I n  Tr an sfer  Negot i at i o n s  

MR . WAH - S H E E :  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . O n  t he negot i at i o n s  o f  the  t r a n sfer o f  h e a l th t o  t h e  
t e r r i to r i a l  go vernment , i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  Mi n i s ter  t o  i nd i c ate  what  f i n an c i a l  b a se  w i l l  be 
u s e d  to  n e got i ate t he t r a n s f e r ?  In ot h er wo r d s , t h ere are f i g u r e s  for perh aps  ot h er ye ars t h an 
1986  to  u s e  i n  negot i at i ng t h e  t r ansfer . 

The  ot her  con c e r n  I h ave  i s  t h at t h e  fed e r a l  gover nment  i s  i nd i c at i ng cu t s  w i t h i n  t h e  feder a l  
b u d g e t  r i ght  acro s s  t h e  b o a r d  t h at w i l l  affect a l l feder al  d e partment s  an d I a s s ume t h at i s  g o i ng 
t o  af fect  n at i o n a l  He a l t h  and We l f are . So I wo u l d  l i k e to k now  wh e t h e r  we ar e exp e r i en c i n g  an y 
c u t s  from n at i o n a l  H e a l t h  a n d  We l f are i n  t erms of t h e i r  c o n t r i b ut i on t o  t he t e rr i t o r i a l  g o ve rnme nt 
and  a l s o  the s e rv i c e s  t h ey ar e p re sen t l y  prov i d i n g ot h e r  t h an t h r o u g h  yo u r  dep artm ent  r i g h t  now,  
b e c a u s e  ob v i o u s l y  n at i o n a l  He a l t h  a n d  We l f are i s  pro v i d i n g  s erv i ces  i n  t he area  of h e a l th  in  a 
n umber  of commun i t i es .  Ar e we aw are of tho s e  k i n d s  of c u t s o t h e r  t h an t h e  c o nt r i b u t i o n s  pr e s en t l y 
be i ng made to  yo ur  d e p artme n t ?  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l oo ) : Th ank yo u .  Mr . M i n i s ter . 
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HON. BR UCE  Mc LAUGHL I N: Th an k you ,  Mr. Ch a i rman . Reg ard i n g t he  genera l  t r an s fer of funds  an d O and 
M ,  etc. , we h ave t h ree commi ttees , o ne o n  c ap i t a l an d f i n an c e ,  one  on operat i on s  and one on 
personne l ,  wh i c h are work i n g i n  d e ta i l on t h e  B aff i n  t r an sfer r i g h t  n ow an d we wou l d  propose to do 
t he s ame for  the who l e  t ra n sfer o n ce we get t he agreement to purs ue t h i s .  Agreement from n at i ve 
o r g an i z at i o n s  is n ecess ary as far as we are concerned before  we pur s ue  t h at .  

As for  t he  cut s referred t o ,  t here  h av e  been  moves  w i t h i n  t he dep artment , for  ex amp l e  a t  Rae-E d z o , 
to c ut s ome of t he  person years o ut of t h at commun i ty ,  by Hea l th and  We l fare C an ad a ,  an d as we l l ,  
apparent l y  i n  1986-87 , Mr. Epp ,  a l ong  w i t h  o t h er feder a l  M i n i st ers , i s  g o i ng  t o  h av e  to make cu t s  
i n  h i s  p rograms and  i t  may very we l l  b e  t h at t h i s government w i  1 1  h ave t o  accept t h at .  I t h i n k the  
worst  ca,se  scenar i o  i s  t h at we  are g o i ng to  h ave  a comp l et e  re-ev a l u at i o n  of  th e hea l t h  c are 
d e l i v ery syst em done by Hea l t h  and We l f are Can ada off i c i a l s  and our off i c i a l s  wi th some out s i de 
adv i c e ,  expert s on con t r act prob ab l y. In t h at process  we are g o i ng t o  i d ent i fy any def i c i e n c i es  
and  hope to negot i ate t hose  necess ary person ye ar s or f u n d i n g.  It  has  been t he pract i ce in  o t her 
arr angement s  l i ke th i s ,  for ex amp l e  t he  formu l a  fun d i n g arr angement ,  to l oo k  at t h e  t hree recent 
ye ar s as  be i ng t h e c r i t er i a  fo r wh i ch t he agreement wou l d  be  made. I n  other word s ,  yo u do n ot j u st 
p i c k one  ye ar. You ta ke  an aver age of wh at h appen ed over t he l .a st  th ree years and p red i ct g ro wth 
and a l l ow for  mon ey for c ap i t a l rep l ac ement . T hat i s  t he way s i m i l ar t h i n gs h ave been t ra n sfe rred 
i n  the  p ast or agreed t o  i n  t he p as t  and t h at i s  wh at we expect i n  t h i s  s i t u at i on .  

My an swer  has  t o  b e  bas i c a l l y , ye s. He a l t h  and We l f are Can ad a i s  i n  t he p ro cess  of  d o i ng s ome cut s 
d u r i n g t h i s  f i s c a l  year and  w i l l  prob ab l y  be i dent i fy i ng c uts i n  1986-87. It i s  o ur h ope , and you 
c an see o n  p ag e  two in t h at ag reement , i n  4. 3 ,  t h at o u r  p ropo sa l  i s  t h at Can ad a  ag rees to ma i n t a i n 
t he c urrent  l eve l  of serv i ces , as o f  Decemb er 1985 , d i rect and common , st aff i n g  and b u d get prov i d ed 
to t he  reg i o n d u r i ng  t h e  per i od of negotiat i o n s  an d t o  en s ure ad equ at e f u n d s ar e pro v i ded and 
t r an s ferred for t hese serv i ces.  It  i s  o ur i nt ent i on to k eep t h at ex i st i n g sys tem an d if we are 
u n ab l e  to do t h at ,  o u r  go vernment and t h e  n at i v e  org an i z at i on s  m ay not w an t  us to t a ke  over . Th an k 
you , Mr. Ch ai rm an. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Erk l oo ) : Th an k you. Mr. Wah-S hee.  

MR.  WAH - SH EE: The l eve l  o f  resources  t h at i s  be i n g t r an s ferred , or  r at her t h at i s  b e i ng made as  a 
contr i b u t i o n  toward  prov i d i n g h e a l t h  serv i ces to t h e  I n u i t  and t h e  De ne , w i l l  t h at s ame  l ev e l  of 
contr i b ut i on to t h e  abo r i g i n a l peop l e  be c h an ged  at a l l or i s  t h at g o i n g  to be at t he  s ame l ev e l of 
cont r i b ut i o n  even i f  yo u were t a l k i n g of t h e  tr ansfer of the  h ea l t h  serv i ces to t h e  Terr i tor i e s ?  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Er k l oo): Th a n k  you .  Mr. Mi n i ster . 

Serv i c e s  To Abor i g i n a l  Peop l es Determ i ned By Feder a l  Government 

HON.  BR UCE  Mc LAUGHL I N: As I ment i oned once before br i ef l y ,  the fed er al go ver nmen t has an I n d i an 
he a l t h  po l i cy wh i ch o ut l i n es t hose  ser v i ces t h at are pro v i ded  to abor i g i n a l  peo p l e s  an d the  federa l  
d e partment  determi nes  wh at t hat l ev e l  of serv i c e w i l l  be  and  t h at serv i c e i s  prov i ded t o  abor i g i n al 
peop l e  acro s s  t he country. Th i s  t r a n s fer wou l d  h ave n ot h i n g to do w i t h  an y changes wh i ch t he 
federa l  go vernment m i g ht  make i n  t h at I nd i an h e a l t h  po l i cy. From t i me to  t i me they do m a ke changes  
i n  t h e  m an n er or l ev e l  i n  wh i c h t h at progr am i s  d e l i vered b ut t h at wo u l d  h ave n ot h i n g  to do  w i th  
t h e tran sfer. Ou r government wo u l d  str i ct l y  be t he  agent fo r t hem to de l i v er t h e I n d i an h ea l t h  
po l i cy i n  t h e  Terr i t o r i es on  the  s ame l e ve l a s  i t  i s  de l i vered i n  t he pro v i n ces . Our  government 
wo u l d  not be a p arty to any c h anges  t hat t ake p l ace if any c h anges  do. We wou l d  be the  ag ent to 
c arry out t h at po l i cy. So the abor i g i n a l  peop l es of the NWT wo u l d  h ave t he i r  s pec i a l  st at us 
ma i n t a i ned  a s  far as hea l t h  c are d e l i v ery goes b ut  m i n or  ch ange s t h at the  f edera l  go vernment m i ght 
make w i t h i n  t h at h e a l t h  c are po l i cy,  wh i c h t h ey do from t i me to  t ime , r i g ht n ow wo u l d pos s i b l y  
st i l l  o c c u r but  t h at wo u l d  b e  out s i d e our  gover nment ' s  man d ate.  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr. Ch a i rm an .  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Er k l oo): Mr. Wah-Shee. 

MR. wAH-SHEE : Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . Bas ed on t he as s umpt i o n t h at the  over a l l popu l at i o n of the 
I n u i t  and  the Dene w i l l  n ot s u b s t an t i a l l y c hange  -- i f  anyt h i n g I see it  i ncreas i n g  -- t h at federa l  
contr i b u t i o n for t he I n u i t  and t h e Dene u n der t he i r  s t at utory comm i tmen t and  respo n s i b i l i ty ,  do you 
see t h at d ecreas f o g  about the t i me when t he n egot i ated t ra n sfers t ake p l ace or do you see it  
i n creas i n g ?  
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CHA I RMAN ( Mr . Erk l o6 ) : Mr . M i n i s ter . 

HON . BR UCE Mc LAUGH L I N :  Mr . Ch a i rm an , t he  I n d i an h e a l t h  po l i cy i s  str i ct l y det e rm i n ed by t he  
fed e r a l  government and  t he  l e ve l  of  t h at serv i ce i s  ent i r e l y  determ i n ed by t hem . It i s  st an d ard to  
abo r i g i n a l peop l e  ac ross  the  cou ntry . I b e l i eve  from t i me to  t i me they h av e  made  ch a ng e s . I am 
not  aware wh at any of t hose  ch anges  h ave been i n  the p ast but I i mag i ne as  new med i c a l  serv i ces  
c ome a l ong  t h ey moder n i ze t he  ag reement  o r  t h ey mode r n i ze th e p o l i cy .  Our  GNWT and  t h i s  t r an s fer  
wou l d  h ave n o t h i n g to d o  w i t h  any po l i cy o r  f u n d i ng c h anges  t he  feder al gove rnme nt m i q ht make  i n  
t h at p o l i cy an d t h ere h a s b een  no i n d i c at i on  t o  u s  o r  i n  t h at b u dget  t h at th ere wou l d  be any 
c h anges to t h at po l i cy .  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l oo ) : Th ank yo u .  Mr . Wah - S h ee . 

Po s s i b l e  Feder a l  B u dget Cut s Before Tran s fer  

MR . WAH-SH E E : Mr . Ch a i rman ,  I d o  b e l i e ve t h ere wou l d  b e  a concern , Mr . M i n i ster , i f  o u r  gov ernm ent 
were  to negot i ate  the t r an s fer of he a l t h to  t h i s  government i f  the feder a l  go ver nmen t , pr i o r to 
t r an sfer r i n g  t h i s  p art i c u l ar re spon s i b i l i ty to the NWT , made a n umber of c u t s . Then i n  t u rn ,  you 
want  to t a ke i t  over  bec a u s e  of the who l e  concept of  d evo l ut i o n .  I t  seems to me th at we have  to  
p l ay a ro l e  h ere i n  terms of protect i n g t he i n t ere s t s  of t he  over a l l he a l th c are an d t he nec e s s ary 
re so urce s  to p rov i d e f l ex i b i l i ty i n  t e rms of the p ro g r am de l i v ered . B ut i f  we are l oc k ed i n ,  i n  
terms of l i m i t ed resou rces , t hen  ob v i o u s l y  w e  h ave to  t ax other sources  of  revenue  to  prov i de t h i s 
k i n d of f l ex i b i l i ty .  So i t  seems  to me th at f i r st  of a l l we wo u l d  be i nt erested i n  t erms of 
ex act l y  where t h o se c u t s  are go i n g  to  be m ade i n  t h e  prog r am d e l i v ery t h at the feder a l  government 
pro v i des  t h ro ug ho ut  the  Nort hwest  Ter r i  to r i  es an d ex act l y  wh at does  t h e  GN�JT p ro v i  d e  i n  t erms of 
h e a l t h , in terms  of t he i r  r e so u rce s ?  So in t h e  end , wh en yo u are t a l k i n g about a negot i at ed 
t r an sfer , t hen at l e ast  we c an m a ke a comp a r i son  wh et her  we are better  off i n  t r ansfer r i n g  t h at 
r e s po n s i b i l i ty or  whet her  it s h o u l d  rema i n  w i t h i n  the feder al gove rnment . It s eems to me t h at i t  
i s  not re a l l y  a case  o f  where  we want t h e  feder a l  go vernmen t to co nt i n u e  t o  de l i v er t h e s e  p ro g r am 
serv i ces but  i f  t h ey are go i n g  to make cert a i n cut s before t h ey negot i ate the  t r a n sf er to o u r  
gov ernment , I d o  be l i eve we  h ave  some co ncern s  here . We  wo u l d  l i ke  to h av e  a breakdown i n  t erm s of  
com p ar i s on so  t h at we  know ex act l y  wh at k i n d s  of  t r a n sfer arr angements  we a re  n eg ot i at i n g .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l oo ) :  Thank  yo u . Mr . M i n i s ter . 

HON . B RUCE  McLAUGHL I N :  Thank  you ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . Du r i n g  t h e negot i at i ons t h at we are do i ng i n  the  
B aff i n r i g h t  now , we  are i d ent i fyi n g  wh at we fee l are any  serv i c e d e l i v ery  s hortcom i n g s  an d i t  i s  
o u r  h o pe t h at we w i l l  be ab l e  t o ,  i n  t r a n s fer , n egot i at e  f u n d i n g to make t h o se i mprov ement s . For 
examp l e ,  if the  popu l at i o n of the Baff i n  h as s i g n i f i c ant l y  i n c rea sed an d t h ere is  mor e dem an d f or 
p u b l i c  h e a l t h , et c . ,  t h en i t  wo u l d  be our  pos i t i on t h at t h ey s ho u l d  recogn i ze t h at g rowth  i n  t he 
t r an s fer and  g i ve  us more f u n d i n g . So t h at i s  the  s ame approach we wou l d  t a ke  on t h e g en e r a l  
t r an sfer f o r  t he  who l e  prog r am .  

R i g ht now ,  Mr . C h a i rm an , i n  a l l h o n e s ty I h ave to adm i t  t h at H e a l th and We l f are C an a da i s  fu l l y i n  
c h arge  o f  t he  progr am an d i f  t h e  Trea s u ry Board i n s t r u c t s  the  feder a l  M i n i s t er t o  ma ke  some 
c u t b ac k s before March 3 1 st , t h at i s  go i n g  to h appen . Th en we as a government are go i n g  to h ave to 
a s k , do we want to t ake  over t h at prog ram even t ho u g h  it i s  c u t  b ack or do we wan t  to  s i t  b ack  an d 
l et He a l th a nd  We l f are Can ad a  r u n  i t  and make c u t b ac k s  and  h ave  n o  s ay o u r s e l ves  i n  �-1here  t h o se 
c u t b ac k s  are ? We wi l l  h ave  to operate  the  p ro g r am f rom w i t h i n  t h e  mon ey an d person  years t h ey g i v e 
u s  i n  t h e t r an s fer and  i f  t h ey dec i de as a gover nme nt to  ma ke  us an offer of so m any  PYs and so 
m any do l l ar s  we w i l l  h a ve to dec i de as a g o ver nment whet h er we want to t a ke  th at or not . B ut I 
h ave  to  po i nt out t o  Members  t h at i f  we do n ot t a ke i t  an d t h ey dec i de to make  c u t s , t h ey w i l l  t h en 
b e  i n  ch arge  of wh at get s  c u t and where i t  get s  c u t  i n stead of ou r government . I t h i n k it w i l l  be 
a h ard  dec i s i on for o u r  government to  make  i n  t h at s i t u at i on but so f ar i n  t he B aff i n  t r a n s fer , as 
I s a i d ,  the negot i at i o n s  h ave  gone v ery  we l l .  Th e fed e r a l  go ver nment s eems ent i r e l y  open to  
s h ow i ng us ex act l y  how  many per son ye ars a nd  pos i t i o ns  t h ere are a n d  wh at t he i r funds  are . Th ey 
h av e  not rea l l y  been t ryi n g  to h i d e ' anyth i n g f rom u s . Th i n g s  ap p e ar to  be g o i n g we l l r i g ht now .  
Thank  yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l oo ) : Th ank yo u .  Mr . W ah -Sh ee . 
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Leve l Of Resources Negot i ated In Transfer In Baff i n  

MR. WAH-SH E E : I get the i mpress i on, Mr. M i ni ster, and I may be wrong but I stand to be corrected, 
in the Baff i n  transfer that was negoti ated -- cou l d  you tel l me i f  there were any cuts in the 
serv i ces that were negot i ated or di d they get any i ncreases i n  the negoti ated transfer? Or has the 
l evel of resources rema i ned the same? Have they experi enced any cuts i n  the Baff i n  transfer? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkl oo) : Thank you. Mr. M i n i ster. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: As far as we are aware no employees in the Baff i n  Reg i on have been g i ven 
not i ce. The negoti ati ons are not compl eted there. We are i n  the mi dst of negoti ati ng the fundi ng 
and person years requi red. We have i denti f i ed that more CHRs shou l d  be i n  p l ace i n  the Baffi n. 
There are j ust three now so we are try i ng to make a case that there shoul d  be more CHRs. Al l I can 
te l l  you i s  that the federal government has not gi ven anybody i n  the Baff in l ay-off not i ces. The 
on l y  th i ng I know for sure i s  that, so far i n  the negoti ati ons, we have i dent i f i ed that there 
shoul d  be more CHRs i n  the Baff in but we have not f ina l ly negot i ated that transfer w i th the federal 
government yet. Once the negot i ati ons are f i na l i zed then our government w i l l  have to deci de 
whether we w i ll  make that transfer or not. Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

MR. WAH-SHE E :  My f i na l  questi on. If the Baff i n  transfer d i d  not exper i ence any decrease in the 
l evel of serv i ces they were gett i ng, the M i n i ster i s  aware that we i n  the West, part i cu l arly i n  the 
western communi t i es, have experi enced a decrease i �  terms of l evel of servi ces that were prev i ous l y 
provi ded by the federal government. Now, obvi ously in my m i nd, i f  you are tal k i ng about the 
overa l l transfer then you shoul d take i nto cons i derat i on that we are not prepared to be taki ng the 
brunt of th i s  transfer w i th a decrease i n  level of servi ces, part i cu l arly i n  the western 
commun i t i es. It seems to me that we a l so have needs and our needs are no l ess than any other 
reg i on. I t  seems to me that there has to be an equ i tab l e  transfer to m i n i m i ze these k inds of 
decreases in  terms of resources be i ng avai l ab l e  for program del ivery i n  the area of heal th .  

How are w e  goi ng to d i scuss the transfer i f  the l evel of serv i ces remai ns i ntact i n  some reg i ons, 
and in other regi ons you have a decrease? Obv i ous l y  we woul d l i ke to know whether th i s  i s  go i ng to 
take pl ace in other regi ons as we l l and th i s  may cause a negati ve atti tude toward the transfer, i f  
that i s  the way that i t  i s  go i ng t o  be. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Erkl oo): Thank you. Mr. M i n i ster. 

HON. BRUC E McLAUGHL IN : Yes, Mr . Cha i rman , gui de l i ne 4. 3, cl earl y stated the i ntent i on of our 
government that we wou l d  l i ke the staffi ng and budget frozen as it  was i n  December 1985 , and that 
wou l d  prevent any cuts from occurri ng. That i s  the pos i t i on that our government i s  tak i ng w ith the 
federa l government. That i s, we want to be funded w i th the same number of person years or 
pos i t i ons and O and M money that they had i n  p l ace i n  1985, i n  order to prevent what i s  happen i ng. 

Downgradi ng Of Hosp i tal Fac i l i ty, Edzo 

Hea l th and We l fare Canada have sa i d  that the speci f i c  lay-off noti ces that they have gi ven out i n  
the hosp i ta l  faci l i ty i n  Edzo are because of the number of pat i ent days i n  the hospi tal and the 
sma l l ut i l i zat i on of the hospi ta l .  The federa l government say that they are doi ng the cuts i n  
Rae-Edzo because the hospi ta l  i s  underut i l i zed and they are say i ng that i t  has nothi ng to do w ith 
the transfer. In fact, Mr. Epp sa i d  that di rect l y to the peop l e from Rae-Edzo and the honourabl e  
Member was i n  attendance at the meeti ng that I arranged w i th the communi ty group from Rae :Edzo to 
meet w i th Mr. Epp. 

So, what they say they are doi ng there, is maki ng cuts to a fac i l i ty that i s  underut i l i zed. They 
are goi ng to put a new bu i ld i ng up i n  Rae rather than Edzo and run i t  as a commun i ty health centre, 
rather than as a cottage hosp i tal . What they are say i ng i s  that a 24 hour-a-day hospi tal  operati on 
i s  not necessary i n  Rae-Edzo. The Member knows that my department has made ava i lable $5000 plus 
ava i l ab i l i ty of our staff to hel p  get the stat i st i cs together to he l p  the commun i ty make a case to 
Mr. Epp, that the fac i l i ty shou l d not be downgraded. The Member should also remember that Mr. Epp 
said cl early that he wou l d  gi ve the communi ty the t i me to make a presentati on and that, i n  the end, 
Mr. Epp h i mself, wou l d  make the dec i s i on as to what was goi ng to be done w i th that fac i l i ty. So , 
the off i c i al posi t ion of Hea l th and Welfare Canada, i s  that they are doi ng that as a cost-sav i ng 
measure, not re l ated to any tranfer. Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. 
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CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k  l oo ) : Th a n k  yo u . Mr . Wah - S h e e . 

MR . WAH - S H E E : I d o  apprec i at e  t h e  as s i s t an c e  t h at R ae -E d z o i s  rece 1 v 1 n g i n  reg ard  t o  t h e  p l an n i ng 
for  t h e  n ew f ac i l i ty ,  b ut t h e  po i nt  t h at I wa s  t ry i n g  to r a i s e  i s  t h at t he re are  t h e se v ar i o u s  
c ut s  t h at N at i o n a l  H e a l t h  and  We l f are  i s  p l an n i n g t o  m a k e , an d t h e n  o n  t h e  ot h e r  h an d  w e  ar e 
t a l k i n g a bo ut  n e g ot i at i n g a t r a n s fer . I t h i n k  t h at t h e  p o i nt t h at h as to b e  m ade  i s  wh at k i nd of a 
n eg o t i at i n g p o s i t i o n s h o u l d  we t a k e  on b e h a l f of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Terr i t o r i e s ?  A s  yo u k n ow ,  
o u r  c a p ab i l i ty to  r a i se r e ve n ue s  to  be  f l ex i b l e  i n  t erms of p r omot i n g o n e  d e p artme n t  v e r s u s  t h e  
o t h e r  i s  somewh at l i m i t e d  - - u n l e s s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of E n e r gy ,  M i n e s  a n d  Res o u rc e s  h a s  a l r e ady 
n eg o t i at ed s omet h i ng  o v e r n i g ht i n  t e rms of t a k i n g f u l l  c o n t r o l  of t he n at ur a l r e s o ur c e s  of t h e  
Terr i t or i e s ,  wh i c h I do  n o t  t h i n k  h as t ak e n  p l ac e .  

I s u p p o s e  t h at my po i n t i s ,  i f  yo u ar e t a l k i n g a b o u t  t h e  ove r a l l t r an s fer  t h e n  o bv i o u s l y  we wo u l d  
b e  c o ncer ne d  abo ut wh at k i nd o f  t r a n s fer  are we t a l k i n g a bout . I n  ot h er word s , are we t a l k i n g 
a b o u t  try i n g  t o  n e got i'ate a t r an sfer  i n  t e rms of t h e  f i n an c i a l b a s e  for  1 986 a n d  t ry i n g  t o  s t o p  
f u t u r e  c ut s  an d ,  at t h e  s ame t i me , w e  accept  t h e  c u t s  t h at N at i o n a l  H e a l t h a n d  We l f a r e  h ave a l r e ady 
i n d i c at e d  t o  u s ?  So  t h e refore , it  s eems to  m e  t h at we ar e n e g ot i at i n g f rom a d i s ad v an t ag e  po i nt o f  
v i ew .  I m ay b e  wro n g  and  yo u m ay fee l  ot h e rw i s e , b ut j u s t  f o r  t h e  i n format i on o f  t h e  c omm i t t ee and 
mys e l f ,  I wou l d  l i k e to  be a l i t t l e more aware of wh e t h e r  we are i n  a good po s i t i o n to negot i at e  an 
ar r a n g ement  fo r the t r a n s fer  of h e a l t h s e r v i c e s  to  the s at i s fact i on of t h e  peo p l e  of t h e  N ort h . 
C e rt a i n l y  I d o  not t h i n k t h at we wou l d  l i k e t h e  adm i n i s t r at i o n t o  n egot i at e  a d ec r e a s e d  l ev e l  of 
s e rv i c e s , o b v i o u s l y ,  bec au s e  i f  we are  g o i n g to be r e s p o n s i b l e ,  t h en we h ave t o  h ave  a deq u ate 
r e s o u rc e s  to  negot i at e  and de l i v er  t h o s e  p ro g r am s . Th at i s  r e a l l y  my po i n t ,  Mr . M i n i s t e r . Th an k 
yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rm a n . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k  l oo ) : T h a n k  yo u .  Mr . M i n i s t e r . 

F e der a l  P re s s u re To R e d u c e  P e r s o n  Y e a r s  

H O N . B R U C E  Mc LAUGH L I N :  Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman . I t  i s  o u r  gov ernment ' s  p o s i t i on t h at C an a d a  
s h o u l d  m a i n t a i n t h e  c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o f  s erv i c e s  prov i ded  a s  o f  December  1 985 , an d t h at i s  w h at w e  
w a n t  t o  n e g o t i at e  aro u n d . I t  i s  my fee l i n g ,  f r o m  wh at h as h ap pe n e d  s o  f ar w i t h  any l ay - offs t h at 
h av e  oc c u rred  - - a n d  Member s  m ay b e  aware t h at i n  I n u v i k  Gen e r a l Ho s p i t a l t h e r e  wer e l ay -off s  w h i c h  
c l o s ed d own t h e  t r an s i e nt  c e n t re a n d  t h e n  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c l o s ed down t h e  c hr o n i c  c a r e  l on g - t erm 
f a c i l i t y .  O u r  g o ver nment  wa s  ab l e  to t a k e  bo t h  of tho s e  s e r v i c e s  o v e r  on a c o n t r act  w i t h  He a l t h  
a n d  W e l f ar e  C an ada and  r e -e s t ab l i s h t h em .  

I t  i s  my fee l i n g ,  a n ci  t h e fed e r a l  g o v ernment  h a s  n e v e r  s a i d t h i s  off i c i a l l y t o  t h i s  g ov e rnment , b u t  
i t i s  m y  fee l i n g t h at t h e  De p artme n t  of He a l t h  a n d  We l f a r e  C an ad a ,  l i k e ot h e r  d e p artmen t s ,  i s  u n der  
p re s s u re to g et  r i d  of pe r s o n  ye ar s , but  bec a u s e  most  of t h e  h e a l t h  c are p r o g r am s  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  
Nort hwe st  Terr i t o r i e s  a r e  covered  u n der  t h e  C an ad a He a l t h  Ac t an d be c a u s e  t h e  r e s t  o f  th e h e a l t h  
c are  d e l i very  i n  t h e  No rthwe s t  Ter r i to r i e s  i s  a n  ob l i g at i on to  t r e aty I n d i a n s  an d I n u i t , t h ey are 
o b l i g at e d  to p r o v i d e the s e r v i c e s  i n  s ome man n e r , so ou r exp e r i e n c e  s o  far h as b ee n  t h at t he  
fed e r a l  g o v e r nment  i s  t ry i n g  to  c ut  d own o n  t h e i r  p e r s o n  ye ars , b u t  bec au se  t h ey h ave t r e aty 
o b l i g at i o n s  an d C an ad a  He a l t h  Ac t l e g i s l at i o n d r i v i n g t h e i r  p ro g r am up h e r e , t h ey ar e o b l i g at ed t o  
p ay fo r t h o s e  s e r v i c es  wh e n  t h ey are b i l l e d f o r  t h em .  So  wh at w e  a r e  d o i n g  i s ,  we are b i l l i n g t h em 
for  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  C a n a d a  He a l t h  Act an d u n d e r  t h e  I n d i an h e a l t h  po l i cy an d t h ey ar e p ay i n g  
t h em e v e n  t ho u g h  t h ey  h ave c ut o ut t h e i r  p e r s o n  ye ars . 

I t h i n k  t h at i t  i s  i m pe r at i v e a n d  u r g en t , a nd  t h at i s  why I am f u n d i n g t h e  D e ne  b o a rd m e e t i ng next  
week  an d Mr . E p p  h a s  a l mo s t  ag reed  t o  fund  a fu l l  D e ne  l e ader s h i p  meet i n g i n  e ar l y  Apr i l  - - t h a t  i s  
a p r o p o s e d  t i m i n g . I t h i n k  t h at i t  i s  u r g e n t  t h at we get  t h i s  agr eement s o  t h at we c an a l l ay t h e  
t y p e  o f  c u t s t h at are t ak i n g p l ace . So , a l t h o u g h  I u n d e r s t and  t h at w e  h a v e  a n  o b l i g at i o n  t o  k eer>  
the  po s i t i o n s  i n  p l ac e ,  I a l s o  t h i n k  t h at t h ere  i s  an u r g e n cy ,  bec a u s e  I b e l i e ve t h at Mr . E pp i s  
u n d e r  pre s s u r e  f rom t h e  Tre a s u ry Bo ard t o  m a k e  per s o n  ye ar  c u t s . I t h i n k t h at i t  i s  to everyon e ' s  
ad v ant age , t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h  c are sy stem i n  t h e  N o r t hwe s t  Ter r i t o r i e s , t o  h ave t h i s  t r a n sfer  go  
ahe ad . Th at i s  v1h y  I am  u r g e n t l y  pre� s i n g a h e ad w i t h  t h i s  n o w . Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l o o ) : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . M i n i s t e r . Mr . Ne rysoo . 

C o n t i n u e d  C o n st i t u t i o n a l Ob l i gat i o n 

MR . N E R YSOO : Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . F i r s t  w i t h  regard  to the  t r a n s f e r  of m ed i c a l  s e rv i c e s  to 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r nment , I h ad t h e  o p p o rt u n i ty to be  p art of t h e  d e c i s i o n 
t h at g av e  d i r e ct i o n t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  M i n i s t e r  of He a l t h  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t r an s f e r  of 
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responsibil ity for Frobisher Bay and I think having taken that position I must say that I am 
extreme l y  happy with the suc cess we have had in Fro bisher Bay and I do hope that we can c ontinue 
with the suc cess that we had in that one particu l ar hospita l . But I do think it is necessary to 
a l l eviate some of the concerns and questions that we are asking with regard to the financial 
imp l ications of the transfer not on l y  to the government itse l f  but to the question of serv ices and 
programs that are going to be of fered to the residents of the NW T ,  in particul ar the serious 
question of the continued constitutiona l ob l igation that Mr . Patterson rai sed ear l ier that has 
sti l l been protec ted in the pro cess of transf er . That is a part kularl y serious question and I 
woul d ho pe that at some time the aboriginal  organizat i ons can negotiate ongo ing constitutional 
co mmitments . 

I do say that I continue to su pport the idea of the transfer, in particu l ar to a l l ow for 
participatio n of the communities and to have a responsibi l ity for the types of services that are 
being of fered to the community and certain ly  with regard to the ac c o untabi l ity  of the hospital s, 
nurses and nursing stations in our regions. I do say though that there stil l remain some serious 
questions in my mind with regard to the types of services that might be offered. I have raised a 
number of questions previous l y. In particu l ar, the idea of shutting down particu l ar nursing 
stations, 1t1hat do we intend to do in future to pro vide services to those communities that had 
nurses remo ved from them? 

There is, o f  course, the question of the ambulan ce services. If we are not going to respond with 
providing nurses then what are we going to do about providing adequate medica l services to those 
communities which have had p ositions remo ved or are at present having in f act positions removed 
from their stati ons? I think it is nec essary to rec ognize now that the p o pul ation of many of the 
communities has increased, the demand for medical services increased. Obvious l y  the requirement as 
we l l has increased so I think that those issues have to be addressed. 

Transportation And Ac c ommodation Costs 

I do continue to have concern with the issue of non -status and Met i s  transp ortation costs and a l so 
ac c ommo dation. I asked the Minister a question with regard to the Inuvik hospita l and the medical  
transient centre but whi l e I referred to the medica l transient centre in Inuvik, the who l e  question 
of transportation costs and accommodation costs does app l y  general l y  to al l medical services that 
are pro vi ded by our go vernment and as such the issue is a much broader and bigger po l icy question 
than just the question of dea l i ng with the Inuvik General Hospital . I note in the response by the 
M i nister that, and this is part of the response : 1 1 With respect to non-native and Metis patients 
who are not indigent, they and their esc orts wi l l be acc ommodated in the centre when space is 
avai l ab l e. However, they wi l l be required to pay their own ac commodation costs to Hea l th and 
We l fare Canad a. 1 1  

What is strange, Mr. Chairman, is that under the who l e  question of share of hea l th c are serv i ces, 
the territorial go vernment, the GNWT, is in fact paid for the responsibi l ity of providing services 
to no n - status and Metis peo p l e. It is quite c l ear that general services are paid f or and you al so, 
in the transfer of fund s ,  have a responsibil ity for genera l transportation and ac commodation where 
you are transporting medica l patients. I guess the question that I have , and I must comp l iment the 
Inuit Members for having been suc cessful because in the same question of whether or not certain 
I nuit wo men or certain non-status Inuit coul d receive transportation costs, they were suc cessful in 
attaining them and  at the moment we d o  pay the cost without question. So I wou l d l ike to ask the 
Minister , did the issue of paying for Metis and non-status peop l e  come up as a discussion item in 
government and  what was the position taken by  the go vernment with regard to paying the cost of 
transportation for Metis and non-status? 

HON . t3RUCE Mc LAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Erkl oo): Go ahead, Mr. Minister. 

Sup port For Dene Boarding Home, Yel l o w�nife 

HON. 8RUCE Mc LAUGHLIN: Thdnk you, Mr. Chairman. The issue came up as an item of discussion before 
the Executive bec ause in the pro pos i tion to have a boarding home for Dene in Ye l l o wk nife the Dene 
Natio n fel t that there were not enough status Indian patients to cover the O and M o f  a faci l ity in 
an agreement with Heal th and We l fare Canada. The Members shoul d  be aware that for peo p l e  that are 
not status Indians or Inuit or who do not work for the government or mining companies or other 
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companies that have heal th care pl ans to cover these types of costs, the g overnment has a program 
in pl ace which covers the transportation for everybody who is non-status or non-Inuit and those 
peopl e have their air fare paid except for $50 one way. If they are indigent, in other words if 
they do not have enough money to pay for it, then Social Services identifies if they are in need of 
assistance. They he 1 p the Department of Hea 1 th to do that and the Department of Hea 1 th has money 
in their budget to pay, not onl y the ful l transportation cost for those peopl e who cannot afford 
it, but al so to pay for room and board. If a Metis or a non-native person has the money, has a job 
or has the wherewithal they have to pay $50 toward their air fare and they have to provide their 
own accommodation . 

When this came up to the Executive, the Executive fel t there were enough Dene patients in need of 
medical treatment in Yel l owknife and when the new Stanton hospital opens up there wil l be even more 
Dene patients in Yel l owknife because there wil l be l ess need for peopl e to go to Edmonton. So our 
g overnment feel s that there wil l be enough Dene patients to make the facil ity operate and that 
there wil l be enough Metis and non-status Indians who are indigent who can use that faci l ity and 
our Department of Heal th woul d pay for the room and board in that case. We feel that there are 
enough cl ients requiring that service to make it operational so we decided as a g overnment not to 
change the transportation and the accommodation policy in that regard. I have verbal l y, and I wil l 
certainl y do it in writing shortl y, with the Dene Nation, g iven an undertaking to them th at we wil l 
monitor that situation on an ongoing basis and if contractual changes have to be made then we wil l 
have to revisit the question through rel ooking at the pol icy or possibly rel ocking at our l ease 
arrangement. We have given the Dene Nation an undertaking that we encourage them to go ahead with 
the boarding home and if there are financial difficul ties that we as an Executive wil l revisit the 
issue. Thank you, Mr. Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erk 1 oo): Thank you. Mr. Angott itauruq. 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. About the transfer, I guess Richard Nerysoo has said 
what I was going to say. I woul d not real l y  base my comments on the transfer but I guess what I am 
going to say is that I wil l be supporting the transfer of the heal th responsibil ities. 

I made some compl aints to the Minister of Heal th, bel ieving that the GNWT has a Minister of Heal th 
with the budget, complaining to the Minister of Heal th about the nurses and what-have-you with 
heal th in the communities. A l ot of them never were sol ved ; they just go on because this 
government has no power or control . It can onl y advise the federal zone directors. Onl y minor 
probl ems can be sol ved. At the same time I woul d l ike to remember what El iza Lawrence was saying 
about educating the peopl e. 

I wil l not name any names and I wil l not name any communities, but there was a ti me when I went to 
a patient ' s  home for a visit one afternoon. The nurse came in to visit the patient, with a 
cl eaning lady for the nursing station and at that moment it made me think about what the Minister 
has said before to Mrs. Lawrence, "Give us peopl e who have a good education. " This nurse went to 
this patient and this patient staying home must have been quite seriousl y il l .  The nurse started 
asking questions using the cl eaning l ady as an interpreter. I thought to mysel f that they have 
nurses that have good grades, who have a job that ordinary people cannot do , why are they us i ng 
this cl eaning l ady as an interpreter? To my surprise, in very few words, the nurse questioned this 
pati ent but the cl eaning l ady coul d not answer any more because she has never been in school . She 
was sel f-educated . I thought that was quite serious and it could not make me accept what you have 
said to Mrs. Lawrence, give us peopl e with good grades. I did not have good grades but I ended up 
interpreting because this cl eaning l ady who was sel f-trained could not interpret properl y. That 
day I thought to mysel f, I hope, using this type of person, there are no future il l nesses or 
l ong-term il l nesses. 

Interpreters In Heal th Fiel d 

The patients and the nurses or doctors shoul d understand each other perfectly wel l ,  in the hope 
that they get good service and the ,nurses coul d treat them better. That occurs I guess because 
Heal th and Wel fare Canada is responsibl e for the whol e situation. I woul d l ike to know what this 
government is doing for interpreters. In that particul ar community they had an interpreter who was 
hired by the federal government and about a year l ater they had a cut-back for the interpreter. At 
the time when this nurse had this cl eaning l ady visiting with her, the proper interpreter, who 
shoul d have been visiting with the nurse, was sitting in the office doing paper work for the 
nurse. I coul d not understand why that woul d happen. I bel ieve if the territoria·1 government g ets 
the transfer a l ot of these probl ems woul d be el iminated. I woul d l ike to know whether any 
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improvement is possible in the future for the nursing station interpreters. It seems quite 
important that someone has to understand pretty well to be interpreting for people who do not speak 
any English. That has always been my hope , that people who do not speak English, especially in the 
health field should have good interpreters because one mistake , one misleading instruction for a 
patient could probably have a long-term effect in the future. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

Phone Communication With An Interpreter In Yellowknife 

HON. BR UCE McLAUG HLIN : Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I thank the Member for his comments and also for 
his questions of me during the year about some of the problems. A lot of those related to 
transportation problems and in particular , translation difficulties that patients had while they 
were travelling. I think the Member is aware that some of those reque�ts of his hav e got somewhere 
with Health and Welfare Canada , in that they have identified better ways of giving people who are 
travelling their travelling instructions. I should also add that just recently Mr. Pedersen wrote 
me that his department feels that now that they have a good full complement of interpreters on 
staff that they are going to be able to do something in the way of having a hot line, so to speak, 
that could be used for travelling instructions for a patient. So if they hav e  travelling 
difficulties, like missing a plane or whatever,  they could phone this number and talk to a 
translator here in Yellowknife , who could then get back to the nursing station or hospital to 
straighten things out. This could possibly be expanded into other areas. 

As well , the Department of Culture and Communications will be in a position to give some training 
to local people in medical terms and their usage so that the staff of the nursing stations can be 
trained as better translators , because they will be educated as to what the medical terms are. 

I should also point out to the Member that often the CHRs are used for doing some of the office 
work , and I have to point out that it is often v ery necessary. The office work that the Member 
saw , I am not sure of, but on many occasions the translators have to translate the medical 
instructions that the nurse has written down in English, put them into syllabics so that the 
patients can take them home with them, so that they or their relatives will know what type of 
medication is being given or what type of treatment is needed. So the CHR may have been doing that 
type of work at the time . I thank the Member for his comments , Mr. Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erk loo): Thank you. Mr. Angotti tauruq. 

MR. ANG OTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It could be quite true. But I hope that this does 
happen only once across the Northwest  Territo ries. However , I am quit e concerned about the people , 
especially patients , that even when they are not at home or travelling, were not given the proper 
translation or interpretation. There are a lot of times too , that I have heard patients complain 
that nurses say that the patients do not listen to them. It could well be true in that case that 
it may not be the patient 1 s fault , it may be the interpreter 1 s fault in a way , or the nurse 1 s 
fault , because the nurse took the wrong person to interpret. If a cleaning lady has been to 
school , that is quite acceptable for me; because you are getting the instructions from a qualified 
person , you just change the words. But it does not make any sense that this nurse was v i siting 
around with this person who never went to school before. We 11 , a lot of people could speak 
perfectly well , even if they trained themselves , but when these exchanges were being carried on , in 
the middle of the exchanges this lady would not want to interpret some of the words , maybe because 
she did not know what to s ay .  Maybe she did not understand. I have never talked personally , 
directly , with this lady in English. I guess it just so happened that I was there to see it happen 
and to make a complaint. And , if there is only one case in the Northwest Territories wh�re that 
happened that way, maybe I should not be complaining , but I still have A. concern about the whole 
issue. 

I guess I would like to further s ay a little more about the transfer. Well, there are a lot of 
complaints from my constituents about health, th e nursing stations and things like that. Many 
other problems. But as I stated before, whenever I make any complaints to the Minister of Health 
of the NWT for which I am dn elected Member of the Assembly , I know it is no good to complain about 
the hea l th problems because the Minister would refer to Health and Welfare Canada , which has 
ev erything in their hands and 1 1I can just make a complaint for you. 1 1 I guess that means that I am 
in full support of the transfer. 

j 
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Regard i n g t he  t r av e l  t o  E dmonton  h o s p i t a l s and t o  Ye l l owk n i fe ,  t h e re h as b ee n  a l i t t l e i mprovement 
t h e re . I am p u t t i n g it  d i rect l y  at my c o n st i t ue n cy  l ev e l , wh e r e  I s ee a n umber  of c a s es . T h ere 
was  o ne  i nc i d e n t  where t h ere was  a p at i ent at a r e l at i v e ' s  home . Th at was l o ng  befor e I bec am e  an 
MLA . There was  a comp l a i nt from the r e l at i ve t h at t h i s  l ady w as s i c k b ut s he was b e i n g  s e nt b ac k  
h ome . O n ce  or t w i c e  s h e  went to t h e  n u r s i n g s t at i o n and  w i t h i n  a w e e k  l at e r  s h e  w a s  m ed i v ac ed an d 
s h e  went t o  Edmon t o n . She  d i ed i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  an d t he r e l at i ve s  comp l a i ne d  t h at i t  was a l r e ady 
t o o  l at e . She w a s  a l r e ady far too s i c k t o  be c u r e d . I g u e s s  t h ere  are many  pro b l em s  wi t h  h e a l t h . 
F or  s ome peo p l e ,  t h ey c an b e  very  m i n o r  pro b l ems b ut for ot her s  i t  c an b e  a ser i o u s  p r o b l em ,  
e s p ec i a l l y  whe n  yo u are a p at i ent  and yo u are not g et t i n g t h e  r i g ht tre atmen t . 

Appro p r i at e Qu a l i f i c at i o n For  I n ter preter s 

I g u e s s I f i r s t  st arted  off w i t h  the  i n t erpret e r . I t h i n k  bo t h  t he  terr i t or i a l and  t h e  f eder a l  
g o v e r nme n t s  s h o u l d  t a l k t h i n g s  o v e r  a t  t h e  p r e s ent  t i me to  m a k e  s u re t h ey do n ot u se i n te r p re te r s , 
e v e n  i f  t h ey are av a i  1 ab l e ,  th at n e ver  went to s c h oo l  befor e . We l l ,  t h at yo u ar e q u a l i f i ed t o  be 
an i nt e r p reter even  t h o u gh yo u n e ver  we nt to s c ho o l  before , as Mrs . L awre nce  s a i d  e ar l i er ,  I j u st 
c a n not ag ree w i t h  the who l e  i s s ue ; a qu a l i f i ed n u r s e  u s i n g a pe r so n  t h at h as never g on e  to  s c h oo l . 
There  s omeone  i s  t ry i n g  t o  s ay a per son  h as e d u c at i on a n d  we h ave to t r a i n t h em an d t r a i n i ng a 
p e r s o n  c an get  t h em s omewhere . B u t  I do not ag ree  w i t h  n u r s e s  u s i n g  i n t erpreter s  t h at d o  not seem 
to be q u a l i f i e d at a l l t o  s pe ak about  med i c i ne a nd  ot her  i l l n e s s e s  bec au se t h at c o u l d  i n  a w ay 
pro b ab l y  e n d a n ger  a p e r s o n ' s  h e a l t h  to t h e  ext e n t  of a few we e k s  to a year . I wou l d  n o t  w an t  to 
see peop l e  i nt e r p r et i n g when t h ey are j u s t  c l e an i ng l ad i e s a n d  h ave n e ver  gone  to s c h o o l  or t ak en a 
t r ad e . Somet h i n g h as to be l oo k e d  at ac r o s s  t h e  who l e  Nort hwe st  Te rr i t o r i e s  i f  t h e r e  i s  g o i n g t o  
b e  a t r a n s fer . I f  t he t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v ernment i s  t h i n k i ng o f  t r a n s fer r i n g  an d i t  i s  g o i ng to be 
anot h e r  few ye ars  before  t h ey ar e d own the ro ad , I g u e s s  t h ey have  a few d o l l ar s  to  t ry an d s o l ve 
s ome of t h e  p r o b l em s or try  to i d e n t i fy t h em i n  t h at way ,  s o  t h at t h e  i n t e r pret at i on from t h e  n u r se  
t o  t h e  p at i ent i s  we l l  u n der stood  by  bot h . Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . E r k l oo ) : Mr . M i n i s t e r . 

H O N . BR U C E  Mc LAUGH L I N :  Th an k yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . I t h i n k Mr . P e d e r s e n  and  mys e l f ar e now fu l l y 
aware o f  t h at p r o b l em . I t h i n k  we c an get s ome t h i n g s  i n  t h e  works  to acc ommo d at e  both  u n i l i n g u a l 
peo p l e ,  wh i l e  t h ey are t r av e l l i n g ,  as w e l l a s  to  t ry to ad d r e s s  t r a i n i ng i n  med i c a l  t e rm s  for t h e  
t r an s l at o r s  t h at a r e  u s e d  i n  n u rs i n g st at i on s . Th ank  yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rm an . 

C H A I RMAN ( Mr . E r k  l oo ) : Th ank yo u .  Mr . A ppaqaq . 

R e p re se n t at i ve F rom San i k i l u aq O n  B o a r d  

MR . AP PAQAQ : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Th an k yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rm an . O u r  med i c a l s e r v i ces b r anch  h as been i n  t h e  
Keewat i n Reg i o n  fo r qu i t e  a wh i l e .  O n e  m aj o r  th i n g t h at I wo u l d  l i ke t o  comment on . I am s u re 
t h at t h ey h ave a h e a l t h  b o a r d  i n  t h e  Keewat i n  Reg i on b u t  I h ave never  seen a re pre sent at i ve from my 
c ommu n i ty g o  to  a meet i n g .  I h av e  he ard q u i t e a wh i l e  b a c k  no w ,  t h at ev en before  ou r h e a l t h  
s e r v i c e s  w e r e  m o v e d  t o  t h e  K eewat i n  Reg i o n t h e re w a s  o n e  meet i n g  where o ne of t h e  peo p l e  at t en ded  
from my h e a l t h  comm i t tee . We have  a h e a l t h  c omm i t tee  i n  ou r comm u n i ty .  Howev er , t h ey have  nev er 
g o ne  to any o t h er p l ace for a meet i n g .  P erh aps i t  wo u l d  be very b e n ef i c i a l to my comm u n i ty i f  we 
h ad se n t  a repre s e n t at i v e and a l s o  be nef i c i a l  to t h e  nu r s e  i n  o u r  commu n i ty .  I am not s u re  t ho u g h . 

Howev er , I am very h ap py ab o u t  the med i c a l  s e rv i c e s  th at we get i n  o u r  reg i o n a l t h o u g h  th e re  h as 
n e v e r  been  a repre s e n t at i v e g o i n g  to  a meet i n g .  On l y  o n c e  h ave  we met w i t h  t h e  h am l e t co u n c i l . 
A l s o  we met w i t h  t h e  W i n n i p eg  off i c i a l s  to rect i fy t h i s  pro b l em an d ever  s i n c e  th at we h a v e  never  
met  w i t h  med i c a l  s e r v i c e s  r e p re s e n t at i v es .  I d o  not  r e a l l y  m i n d about  t h i s ,  b e c au se we d o  n ot h a ve 
any m aj o r  co nce r n s , b ut t h e  on l y  co n c e r n  t h at I h ave  i s  t h e  h e a l t h  serv i c e s  bo ard - - i t  w i l l  be 
bett er i f  we s e n d  a r e p re s e n t at i v e from o u r  h e a l t h  comm i t t ee to one or t wo meet i n g s . At l e ast I 
h e ar i t  w i l l  be more  b e n ef i c i a l  t o  o u r  n u r s e  i f  we co u l d  s e n d  o u r  repre s en t at i v e o u t  to a meet i ng 
from o u r  commu n i ty .  

S o  my q u e s t i o n i s ,  c o u l d  h e  ap pro ach t h e  h e a l t h  comm i t t ee i n  K eew at i n  Reg i on t o  s ee i f  t h ey cou l d  
get  a repre s en t at i v e from t h e  S a n i k i l u aq reg i o n ?  I t h i n k th at  wo u l d  be v ery g o o d  t o  h av e  on e 
comm i t t ee r e p re s e n t at i ve from my comm u n i ty t o  Keewat i n  Reg i on s o  t h at we w i l l  k now  about t h e  
p ro c e s s  of  med i c a l  s e rv i c e s . Th a n k  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . 

C H A I RMAN ( Mr .  Er k l o o ) : Mr . M i n i s t e r . 
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Keewatin Health Board Considered 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The Member should be aware that right now there 
is only a board of management for the Churchill  hospital and there are only a couple of people from 
the Keewatin on that board. There are a lot of hea 1 th problems in the Keewatin area, as we have 
heard from Mr. Curley and Mr. Wray, and I have asked the Churchill hospital board to expand its 
membership to include more people from the communities served by their hospital and it was no 
coincidence that the day Mr. Curley gave his reply to the Commissioner 's  Address I invited the 
Churchil l board representatives to sit in the gallery and see how the House works. So they heard 
Mr. Curley's complaints and one of those complaints was that the Keewatin people are not 
represented. We are considering st art i ng a Keewatin heal th board. There have been reso 1 ut i ans 
from the Keewatin to have a Keewatin health board to cover all of health concerns , not just the 
Churchill hospital. So if we proceed with that we will certainly consider including Sanikiluaq on 
such a regional health board. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Mr. Appaqaq. 

MR. APPAQAQ : (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate your reply, Mr. Minister, and I 
understand that I had some misunderstandings about this. I did not even know that there was a 
management board in Churchill but I thought there was one in Winnipeg and we had met with 
representatives from Winnipeg. I would be very happy if you can proceed with a Member from 
Saniki luaq region. I would be very happy to see that. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Mr. Minister, you want to respond to that? 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. If and when we put the Keewatin board in place it 
would be a board of management that would probably run the Churchill transient centre and the 
Winnipeg boarding home as well. So I will just add that as information for the Member. Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erk loo) : Thank you. Mr. T'Seleie. 

Motion That Fort Franklin Patients Be Treated In Yellowknife, Bill 1-86(1), Carried 

MR. T'SELEIE : Mr. Chairman, I have a motion that I would like to move. I move that this committee 
support the community of Fort Frankl in in their request to have their patients transported and 
treated in Yellowknife rather than at the Inuvik General Hospital. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Your motion is i n  order. Do you wish to speak to your motion? 

MR. T ' SELEIE : Yes, Mr. Chairman, the people of Fort Franklin have been trying to have their people 
treated in Yellowknife rather than Inuvik for a couple of years now. This issue is something that, 
at the last couple of regional meetings that I have been to, has come up. The main reason for it 
is that it is mainly a problem of language, cultures. The Franklin people feel that if they were 
to come here, because the other communities that are served in the Yellowknife region speak their 
language more, they would feel more comfortable coming to Yellowknife as patients. 
I also think that Yellowknife is closer to Fort Franklin than Fort Franklin is to Inuvik. I could 
never understand why something like this is not done by the health people. It seems to me that the 
Inuvik hospital could serve other communities in the Kitikme,ot Region rather than having those 
people fl y all the way to Yellowknife. I do not know how much more I can say on that. I would 
like the support of committee Members on this. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you. To the motion. Mr. Richard. 

MR. RICHAR D :  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have no difficulty supporting the motion , Mr. Chairman. 
If the people in Fort Franklin in Mr. T ' Seleie ' s  riding want to come to Yellowknife for their 
services, that is fine with me. am, very pl eased that Mr. T ' Seleie, in framing his resolution, 
di d not put it in the negative but in the positive, that he wants the medical patients in Fort 
Franklin to come to Yellowknife, as opposed to wording it anywhere but Inuvik. I think that is a 
commendable way to phrase a motion. Thank you , Mr. Chairman. 
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C H A I RMAN ( Mr .  Er k l ob ) : Th a n k  you .  To t h e  m o t i o n . 
been  c a l l ed .  A l l t h o se i n  f av o u r ,  r a i s e  you r  h an d . 

- - - C arr i ed 

- - -App l au s e  

Mr . P an i l oo .  

Are yo u re ady for t h e  q u e st i o n ?  Q ue st i o n h as 
Oppo sed , i f  any? Th e mot i o n  i s  c arr i e d .  

MR . PAN I LOO : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  T h a n k  yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rm an . I wo u l d  l i k e  t o  a s k  t he M i n i s t er w h e n  
p at i ent s a r e  out  i n  h o s p i t a l i n  s o u t h e r n  i n s t i t u t i ons , peop l e from t h e  B aff i n  a r e  d y i n g  i n  t h e  
s o u t hern  h o s p i t a l s  a l mo s t  e v e ry ye ar . Somet i me s  t he p at i e n t ' s  f am i l y  wo u l d  l i ke t o  g o  down to  t h e  
s o u t h ern  h o s p i t a l  t o  s ee t h e  p at i e n t  b u t  t h e  g o v e r nment  i s o n l y  a l l ow i n g  on e f am i l y  member  t o  g o  
d ow n  t o  s e e  t h at p at i e nt  i n  t h e  s o u t h ern  h o s p i t a l . The  r e s t  of t h e  f am i l y  t h at wo u l d  l i k e to go  
down wo u l d  h av e  to  p ay 't h e i r own w ay d own . 

Th ere  was  an i n c i d e n t  t h at o c c u rr e d  i n  my c o n s t i t u e n cy  wh ere  a w i f e  d i ed i n  a s o u t h e r n  h o s p i t a l and 
t h e  h u s b a n d  h ad to p ay h i s  own way d own to see  t h e  body . I h e l ped  h i m  bec a u s e  I fe l t  s o r ry for  
h i m .  W i t h  t h i s  t h i n g  o c c u rr i n g  q u i t e oft en  I wou l d  l i k e to  a s k  t h e  M i n i s t e r  i f  t h e  t e rr i t o r i a l  
g o v e r nment  c ou l d p ay for  t h e  a i r f are f o r  two  f am i l y  members  t o  go  down t o  t he s o u t h e rn h o s p i t a l . 
Th an k yo u .  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Er k l oo ) : Mr . M i n i s t e r . 

P o l i cy  O n  A i r F a r e s  For  Re l at i v e s  To V i s i t  P at i e n t s  

H O N . B R U C E  McLAUGHL I N :  Ye s , Mr . Ch a i rman , t h e  Dep artment  o f  So c i a l  Serv i c e s  h as a po l i c y wh e reb y 
t h ey p ay t h e  a i r  f are for o ne r e l at i ve to v i s i t a dy i n g or ext reme l y  i 1 1  p e r s on w h en t h ey are i n  a 
h o s p i t a l  ou t s i d e of t h e i r  own commu n i ty .  Th e norm a l  p r act i c e i s  to on l y  a l l ow on e p e r s o n  t o  g o  and 
Soc i a l  Serv i ce s  on l y  p ays t h at e x p e n s e  i f  t h e  f am i l y  c a n n ot affo r d  i t  t h ems e l v e s . Wh e n e v e r  t h ere 
i s  a s i t u at i o n t h at m i g h t  r e q u i re more  t h an one  f am i l y  member  t o  at t e n d , i f  the  c o nd i t i o n s  w ar r ant 
i t ,  i t  c o u l d  be  a r r a n ge d  for  more t h an one to be  p a i d for . S o  t h e re are t wo qu a l i f i c at i o n s . The 
p e r s o n  h as to be u n ab l e  to p ay for t h e  a i r f are  t h em s e l ve s . I n  ot h e r  word s , i t  wo u l d  h av e  to  be  a 
p e r s o n  who d i d  not  h ave  a j ob or d i d  n o t  make  e n o u g h mo ney  at t h e i r  j ob to be ab l e  t o  p ay t h e 
a i r fare . I f  i t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  be m o r e  t h an o n e  p e r s o n , t h at wo u l d  be  an e x cept i o n t o  t h e  ru l e , b ut 
f am i l i e s  co u l d  ap p l y  t h r o u g h  So c i a l  Se r v i ce s  to  a s k  for  an except i on to be  m ad e  wh i c h  c o u l d  be m ade 
i n  some c i r c um s t an c e s .  B ut  t h e  Member  i s  c o r r ect , th e p o l i cy i s  j u s t  fo r o n e  and on l y  i f  t h e  
pe r s o n  c an n ot afford  t o  b uy  t he p l ane  t i c k et . Th ank  yo u . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr . E r k l oo ) : Th ank  yo u .  Mr . P an i l oo . 

MR . PAN I L OO : ( Tr an s l at i on ) T h a n k  yo u . I wo u l d  l i k e  to  make  a c oIT111ent  to t he M i n i s t er . The p eo p l e  
i n  my co n s t i t u e n cy  d o  not h av e  any j ob s  an d t h ey d o  not h a ve  any mon ey . Th ey c an n ot aff ord  t o  p ay 
t h e i r  own a i r f are . They are n ot as fort u n at e  as yo u a n d  t h ey do n ot h av e  a j o b .  E v en i f  I t e l l  
t h e  peo p l e t h at t h i s  i s  t h e  p o l i cy of t h e  Soc i a l Serv i c e s  d e p artment , I wou l d  be v ery  h a p py  i f yo u 
c o u l d  ex p l a i n  a pprop r i at e l y to my p eo p l e  abo ut t h e  po l i cy .  I wo u l d  b e  v e ry h ap py .  Th ank  yo u .  

C H A I RMAN ( Mr .  E r k l o o ) :  Mr . M i n i st er . 

HO N .  B R U C E  Mc LAUGH L I N :  Mr . C h a i rman , I j u st want  t o  g e t  c l e ar  t h at when  t he re l at i v es of t h e  
p at i en t  c a n n o t  aff o r d  t o  p ay th e i r  w ay o u t  t h e  d e p artment  w i  1 1  p ay t h e  a i r f ar e  f or o n e  p e r s on . 
Th at i s  t he ex i s t i n g p o l i cy .  I f  i t  i s  fe l t  t h at more pe o p l e  s h o u l d  b e  g o i ng  o u t , i f  i t  w a s  b ro u g ht 
t o  t h e  at t e n t i o n  of t h e  reg i o n a l  d i r e ct or or t h e  reg i o n a l s u pe r i n t e n d e n t  t h ey c o u l d  t h en a s k  me to  
make  an e x c e pt i on t o  t h e  r u l e .  Th i s  on o c c as i o n h a s  been  d o ne . Some t i me s  when  an e l d e r l y  per son  
d i e s t h ey have  re l at i v e s  somet i me s  i n  s ev e r a l  comm u n i t i e s ,  d a u g h t er s  an d s on s ,  an d w e  h a v e  
s omet i me s  made  e x c e pt i on s . So t h e  s t an d ard  r u l e  i s  one  p e r s o n  o n l y  but  ex c e pt i o n s h ave b e en m ade 
i n  the  past  and  c o u l d  be  m ad e  i n  t h e  f u t u re  and  i f  the  Member  cou l d  make  t h at k nown  t o  p e op l e ,  t h ey 
c o u l d a pp l y  t o  t h e  r eg i o n a l  s u p e r i n t e n d e nt of  Soc i a l Serv i ce s  or t he reg i o n a l d i r ector  t o  b r i ng i t  
t o  my at t e n t i o n . E x cept i o n s  c an b e  m ad e . Th an k yo u .  

C H A I RMAN ( Mr . E r k l oo ) : Th an k yo u .  Any f u r t h e r  g en e r a l  comment s ?  Mr . P u d l u k . 
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MR . P U DLUK : (Tr an s l at i o n) Th an k you ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . I t h i n k I am go i n g t o  t a l k  about  th i s  some 
more tomorrov✓ bec au se we do n ot h ave very much  t i me l eft before 6 : 00 o ' c l oc k . I h ave a l ot of 
t h i n g s  to s ay s o  I w i l l  wa i t u nt i l  t omorrow to  a s k  t he  M i n i ster my que st i o n s . I wou l d  n ow l i k e tr 
reco g n i ze t he c l o c k . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Er k l oo) : Th an k yo u .  Does t h e  comm i ttee agree wi th  t h at mot i on ?  Agree d ?  

SOME HON . MEMB ERS : Agreed . 

---Agreed 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Erk l oo) : O k ay ,  I w i l l  make  my report . 

I TEM  1 6 :  R E PORT OF COMM I TTEE  OF T H E  WHOL E  

RE PORT OF COMM I TTEE  OF TH E WHOLE  OF B I L L  1-86(1), APPROPR I AT I O N  ACT ,  1986-87 

MR . S P EAKER : Mr . Erk l oo .  

MR . ERK LOO : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . Speaker . Mr . Speake r ,  yo ur comm i t tee h as been con s i d er i n g  B i l l  1 -86(1) 
and w i s h e s  to report progres s w i t h  o n e  mot i o n b e i ng  adopted an d requ e st s  l eave to s i t  ag ai n .  

Mot i on To Ac c ept Report Of  Comm i t tee Of The Who l e ,  Carr i e d 

Mr . Spea ker , I move t h at t he  report of t he  comm i t tee of t he  wh o l e  be concu rred w i t h .  Th ank yo u .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th an k you ,  Mr . Er k l o o .  Members  h ave he ard t h e  report of th e ch a i rm an of the 
comm i ttee  of t he who l e .  Are you ag reed ? 

SOME HON . MEMB ERS : Ag reed . 

---Car r i ed 

MR . SP EAKER : Mr . C l er k , a nnouncement s and orders  of t he d ay .  

I T EM 1 7 : ORDERS  OF TH E DAY 

CL ERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr . H am i l t o n) : Orde rs of t he d ay for F r i day,  Febr u ary 28t h , at 9 : 30 a . m .  

1 .  Pr ayer 

2. Member s '  Rep l i e s 

3 .  M i n i s ters ' St at ement s 

4 .  O r a l  Quest i o n s  

5 .  Wr i t ten Que st i o n s  

6 .  Ret u rn s  

7 .  Pet i t i o n s  

8 .  Repo rt s o f  St and i n g an d Spec i a l  Comm i ttees  

9 .  Tab l i ng o f  Doc uments  

10 .  Not i ces of Mot i o n 

1 1 . Not i ces of Mot i on for F i r s t  Read i ng of B i  1 1  s 

1 2 .  Mot i o n s : Mot i o n s  9-86(1) , 10-86(1) , 1 1-86(1) 

1 3 .  F i r s t Read i ng of B i l l s  
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14 . Second  Read i n g of B i l l s :  B i l l s  2 -86 ( 1 ) , 4-86 ( 1 ) , 5-86 ( 1 ) , 8-86 ( 1 ) , 9 -86 ( 1 ) , 10- 86 ( 1 ) 

1 5 .  Co n s i d e rat i o n i n  Comm i ttee  of t he  Who l e  of B i l l s and Ot her  Mat t ers : B i l l s  1 - 86 ( 1 ) , 3 -86 ( 1 ) ,  
7 -86 ( 1 ) , 2 -86 ( 1 ) , 4-86 ( 1 ) , 5 - 86 ( 1 ) , 8-86 ( 1 ) , 9-86 ( 1 ) , 10 -86 ( 1 ) 

1 6 .  Report of Comm i t t ee of the  Who l e  

1 7 . Order s  of t h e  Day 

MR . SPEAKER : · Thank you ,  Mr . C l er k . Th i s  Hou se  s t an d s  adj o u rned u nt i l 9 : 30 a . m . ,  Fr i d ay ,  Febru ary 
28t h . 

- - -ADJOURNMENT 
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