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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 1986 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Torn Butters, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erklo�. 
Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallurn, Hon. Bruce Mclaughlin, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. 
Red Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Richard, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. T'Seleie, Mr. 
Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Wednesday, June 11th. Item 2, Members' replies. 
Item 3, Ministers' statements. Mr. Sibbeston. 

ITEM 3: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Minister's Statement 27-86(1): Equal Employment Program 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a statement with respect to the equal employment 
program. I am pleased today to report progress to Members of the Legislative Assembly on this 
government's equal employment program and its affirmative action planning. Members will have 
al ready noticed the posters on display in the 1 obby. These were produced by the Department of 
Culture and Communications for the equal employment directorate. I believe they exemplify the 
spirit of what we hope to accomplish with equal employment. 

Mr. Speaker, all of us know the concerns and criticisms that have been directed against our 
affirmative action program, but I would like to demonstrate today to all northerners that this 
government has a good program in pl ace which serves a very important purpose, a program that has 
the approval of the Canadian Human Rights Commission. 

The native employment policy has two main goals: to develop a work force that is representative of 
the population it serves; and, no less important, to have a public service that is competent. In 
the Northwest Territories the majority of the population is native. Yet, for whatever reasons, 
that number has never been reflected in the public service. To resolve this problem our government 
developed the native employment policy and established the equal employment directorate. 

Native People To Hold 52 Per Cent Of Public Service Positions 

The native employment policy states that northern native people will have equal access to 
employment, training and promotional opportunities in the territorial public service. The policy 
also gives native people responsibility for preparing themselves to take advantage of these 
opportunities. The native employment goal is that within five years native people will make up 52 
per cent of the public service so that their participation in the public service matches their 
representation in the working age population. The equal employment directorate's work this year 
has concentrated on implementing and working toward this employment objective. The result is a 
public-service-wide affirmative action plan. The Executive Council has decided to seek, through 
the supplementary appropriation process, three million dollars for this program so that the plan 
can be put into action by September 1st. 
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Our success in implementing this policy depends on the hard work and commitment that has already 
been displayed by the Department of Personnel and, particularly, the managers throughout the public 
service. The results of the past year's work are encouraging. Since the program's imp1emer.tation 
on July 1st, 1985, 330 native people have been hired by the territorial government. This 
represents just over 34 per cent of all appointments in that period. The percentage of native 
employees has risen from 25 to 30 per cent. 

While these results are encouraging, I hope they also serve to dispel the fear that all public 
service jobs are going to native people. Using headquarters as an example, almost 85 per cent of 
the public service appointments in Yellowknife have gone to non-native candidates. 

Mr. Speaker, affirmative action is basically a practical personnel management system that ensures 
our policy is being implemented effectively, consistently and fairly. We ensure that jobs are 
properly defined and that the qualifications are not inflated. We are able to plan for long-range 
staffing needs. Affirmative action provides for a better public service overall and a fairer 
system of hiring and promotion than ever before. 

NWT Affirmative Action Advisory Committee 

To assist us in our work, we recently appointed an NWT affirmative action advisory committee. This 
nine member group has representatives from management, unions and native organizations. I will 
soon be announcing new additional representatives from the NWT Council for the Disabled and the NWT 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women. These appointments will assist us to develop affirmative 
action plans for those groups over the coming year. 

This cormiittee will provide advice and recommendations to our government on overall affirmative 
action strategies for the public service. It is through this committee that I hope many of the 
recent public concerns about affirmative action can be dealt with and resolved. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to reassure all northerners that we do not want to disrupt the public 
service or alienate those people who have devoted so much of themselves to this government. We do 
want to build a competent, ski 11 ed and st able work force. Our objectives for equal employment are 
not narrow ones, nor are the issues simple but I trust that northerners can agree that we all have 
the same basic goal; to make the Northwest Territories an even better home for everyone. It is for 
this ideal that I look forward to all of us working together to make it come true. Mahsi cha. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Item 3, Ministers' statements. Mr. Curley. 

Minister's Statement 28-86(1): Nordic Trip 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, earlier this session I announced that I would be taking a 
delegation on a mission to the northern part of Finland, Sweden and Norway. The group consisted of 
seven NWT Business Council delegates, three presidents of native development corporations, one 
being my colleague, Mr. James Wah-Shee, the honourable Member for Rae-Lac la Martre, my colleague, 
Mr. Red Pedersen, Minister of Renewable Resources, and some officials. 

The purpose of the mission was to learn about the highly developed economy of the Nordic countries 
and gain ideas �,hich could be implemented back home. The trip was a resounding success, as we saw 
examples of business development which I am convinced will be applicable in the Northwest 
Territories. 

It is my intention, Mr. Speaker, to table a full report of the trip, including the report from the 
business council, in the House at a later date. However, I would like to highlight a few 
observations. \�e saw some very successful businesses: numerous meat processing plants for 
reindeer, which forms a large part of the economy; a highly developed arts and crafts industry 
with excellent marketing ideas -- for the Members' benefit, my colleague, Mr. Pedersen and I will 
be displaying some of the articles on the table here later so during the break Members can see some 
of the exciting products that they produce and market throughout Europe; forest industry 
opportunities such as computerized sawmills, a kiln factory, prefab housing plants, a furniture 
factory, a mobile cabin plant, and numerous small businesses generated by this industry; several 
different types of fish farms ranging from a very small operation to a multimillion ton per year 
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arctic char fishery; several examples of tourism businesses from a small village totally dependent 
on tourism to a service industry which knows how to cater to the public -- we even got to see a 
Santa Claus based at the Arctic Circle in northern Finland, for the purpose of bringing tourism and 
sending letters to children all over the world. Providing you leave the address there, he does 
reply; small manufacturing plants which includes a grinder factory, highly mechanized, a unique 
garage door manufacturing plant, a small heavy machinery plant, and a small scale knife factory 
which exports more than one million knives annually to the United States and Canada; and finally, 
several examples of small scale hydro generation not requiring dams but capable of producing enough 
power to service our larger communities. We are not talking about nuclear energy. 

Ideas Applicable To NWT Economy 

Mr. Speaker, there are a number of exciting ideas which have come out of this mission and are very 
applicable to our economy. There is a very competitive private sector in the Nordic countries, yet 
at the same time they believe in certain subsidies. Of particular 1nterest is a transportation 
subsidy to bring raw materials into remote communities and ship finished products out. This 
enables the manufacturing industry to thrive in the northern area. 

They believe in public equity in business. It is not perceived as government equity, but public 
equity, and the public is proud to buy their own products. They believe in subsidizing not only 
the capital costs to start up new industry but also operating subsidies for up to five years and, 
in some special cases, a total of seven years. This is done on a sliding scale, and if there is no 
viability shown, the assistance is withdrawn and the operation is terminated with little apparent 
outcry. 

Mr. Speaker, they firmly believe in manufacturing goods from their raw materials and exporting 
finished products. And I was certainly impressed to see small communities indicating that the 
world is their market place. This is certainly an area that we can learn from and must do 
something about. 

Another major observation is the support and involvement of municipalities and regional councils, I 
would call them the district, in the private sector. We saw numerous examples of municipal 
governments subsidizing housing for newly created businesses, and some hotels owned by municipal 
governments but operated by contractors. Their philosophy is to stimulate as much business as 
possible by reducing municipal taxes, in some cases, as they recover more from personal income 
taxes and corporate taxes. We also saw a splendid example of an incubator mall. An incubator mall 
is a new idea, whereby businesses which are just starting up can share facilities and business 
services until they grow large enough to rent or purchase their own buildings and hire their own 
staff. 

Mr. Speaker, we know that we have economic problems in the NWT with our declining oil and gas 
industry and our mining industry that is experiencing difficulty because of world metal prices. 
While it is difficult for us to offset the impacts, we have lots that we can do. We must diversify 
our economy. We must rely more heavily on our renewable resource industry and develop it to its 
optimum. We must create light industry in the NWT and encourage investment to help us properly 
capitalize our businesses. We must develop a manufacturing industry based on raw materials and put 
a lot of effort and funds into marketing, and we must get our people to be more open and supportive 
of business development and job creation. 

I know, Mr. Speaker, my colleague, Mr. Pedersen, will be making further statements about his 
observations. And we were able at least to establish communication with a committee of Nordic 
Ministers that meets every year to share scientific, economic policies amongst themselves. My 
col league suggests that we should consider joining them so that we can at least share and gain 
experience from them. He will be making a further statement on that. 

Mr. Speaker, the challenge is not to try to respond to an oil and gas industry over which the 
territorial government has no control but to create a more diversified economy with many small 
businesses each providing a few jobs and less dependence on international factors. I intend to 
take action, along with my colleagues jointly, to develop and recommend to our Executive 
colleagues new programs to move quickly in this direction; but I cannot do it alone. I need your 
support and I look forward to reporting back to you in the fall session with some concrete plans 
and programs. Qujannamiik. 



( 

L 

- 975 -

AN HON. MEMBER: Point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: Point of order, Mr. Pudluk. 

MR. PUDLUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to make a point of order. I thought that any 
person who is sitting in the House should not wear a hat. In the House of Commons, even ladies are 
1ot allowed to wear a hat. Thank you. 

---Laughter 

AN HON. MEMBER: You call that a hat? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Pudluk, our rules and regulations say that native dress is appropriate in this 
House. I presume th at was part of· a native costume and therefore is a 11 owab le. I understand that 
it possibly is part of Santa Claus' uniform; however, the wearer should put a little more weight on 
if he wishes to act in that capacity. 

MR. PUDLUK: Mr. Speaker ... 

AN HON. MEMBER: Oo not argue ... 

MR. PUDLUK: .•. I myself am closer to the North Pole which is where Santa Claus is but I have never 
seen that kind of hat as native uniform or part of Santa Claus' hat or something like that. It is 
out of order. 

---Laughter 

MR. SPEAKER: Your remarks with regard to the fact that it is out of order wi 11 be noted in the 
record, Mr. Pudluk. The Chair rules that it is in order. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Hear, hear! 

AN HON. MEMBER: Put it on. 

MR. SPEAKER: Item 3, Ministers' statements. That appears to conclude Ministers' statements for 
today. Item 4, oral questions. Mrs. Lawrence. 

ITEM 4: ORAL QUESTIONS 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mahsi cho. 
wall hangings and all the 
maybe today they would put 
from the Eastern Arctic. 
So I would like to ask who 
to receive a reply. 

(Translation) Yesterday when I came into the House I noticed all the 
decorations in the House. I think this is an oversight, but I thought 
up some of the western crafts. I am wondering why they have crafts only 
Does the western craft not rate a place in this room any more or what? 
is in charge of hanging all these wall hangings in here and I would like 

MR. SPEAKER: This is a question of the Speaker and the Member cannot question the Speaker. 
Therefore your question is out of order. Oral questions. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

Question 223-86(1): Airstrip For Lake Harbour 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Lake Harbour does not have an airstrip or airport. Their strip is 
very short and ever since I have been at this Legislative Assembly I have asked the Minister of 
Local Government, Mr. Wray, when are they going to get an airstrip in Lake Harbour. We have been 
asking in the past, over and over, for the airstrip. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 223-86(1): Airstrip For Lake Harbour 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I realize that the airstrip in Lake Harbour has been a 
pr.i ority over the years. However, I have to be comp 1 ete ly honest with the Member. I have 
absolutely no idea when Lake Harbour wi 11 get an airstrip. Right now, I cannot even get funding 
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from Transport Canada for communities that have no airstrips at all. The federal government will 
just not fund capital construction of airports in the Northwest Territories at this point in time. 
So, I have no idea. I would suspect, though, that it is going to be quite some time. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Supplementary, Mr. Arlooktoo. 

Question 224-86(1): Funding For Cape Dorset Sewing Centre 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) This is not a supplementary, this is another question to the Minister 
of Economic Development, Mr. Tagak Curley. I have not spoken to him yet, person to person, but I 
have a question and he knows the question. Last winter I asked the same question. In Cape Dorset 
the arts and crafts sewing centre for sealskins was asking for funding. To date we have not found 
out how they will be assisted for the crafts. We would like to find out if they will be given 
financial assistance for the crafts in Cape Dorset. I would like to get some answers during this 
111eeting. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, as to Mr. Arlooktoo' s question, I will have to look 
into it further during this 111eeting. Before the meeting is over I will get back to him after I get 
some clarification on this, in a few days. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. You are taking the question as notice. Oral questions. 
Mr. Richard. 

Question 225-86(1): Lifeguards For Long Lake Beach, Yellowknife 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister of Economic Development and 
Tourism, and it is with regard to the beach and campground at Long Lake in the city of Yellowknife, 
Mr. Speaker. I understand that in years previous, there has been a contractual arrangement between 
the territori a 1 govern111ent and the city of Ye 1 1  owkn if e to operate that camp ground and beach which 
are, I believe, territorial property. The agency contract with the city of Yellowknife, however, 
was not renewed, I understand, by the city for this coming tourist season that we have already 
entered. I am aware that the campground, however, is going to be operated by the hunters and 
trappers association on behalf of the government, but the beach area is not cioing to be supervised 
by 1 ifeguards. It is not so much, Mr. Speaker, the cheap city council, as my friend the Minister 
of Public Works indicates; it is the territorial facility that the city was operating on their 
behalf, as is my understanding. 

Can the Minister responsible for Tourism undertake to investigate this matter soon and attempt to 
get sufficient funds or sufficient contract with somebody to ensure that 1 ifeguards will be in 
place at that beach, so that the swi111ming and recreation there will be supervised this summer? The 
summer begins in the month of June, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. MacQUAKRIE: Some years. 

AN HON. MEMBER: never noticed yet. 

Return To Question 225-86(1): Lifeguards For Long Lake Beach, Yellowknife 

HON. TAGAK CURLtY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to thank the Member for g1v1ng me notice, 
yesterday, about the issue. Mr. Speaker, for a number of years our depart111ent entered into a 
contract with the city to operate the campground and the day use area of the Fred Henne 
Recreational Park. The city decided not long ago that they wished to withdraw from some of these 
services that we had an agreement with; therefore we had to contract some other service groups in 
communities to operate the day use area and the recreation area. As far as the issue of the 
lifeguards is concerned, the city had previously used federal make-work projects and the Katimavik 
group to provide the lifeguard services. I think there is a bit of a difference as far as whether 
or not the department, which is really not responsible for municipal services, should really be 
getting into the business of hiring lifeguards. Therefore our department, at the moment, has 
refused to provide additional funds because the funds that were used from our department were 
really to operate the two areas, the day use and the beach area, and the park as a whole, in the 
city. 
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I would think, Mr. -Speaker, that my officials will be attempting to settle the deal. Therefore, 
even though the land is considered CoITTTiissioner' s land, our department feels that the territorial 
government is really not responsible for providing lifeguards to the city because there are other 
communities that provide lifeguard services from their operational funds. So, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like again to assure the Member that we will be exploring the problem further and attempt to come 
to a deal with the community or the city. At the moment I am not all that certain whether we will 
be able to provide additional money, but I am sure my colleague, the Minister of Local Government, 
will want to reassess the situation as well. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Supplementary, Mr. Richard. 

Supplementary To Question 225-86(1): Lifeguards For Long Lake Beach, Yellowknife 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, I do appreciate the Minister's coITJTiitment to investigate the 
possibility, but I do think that within the Minister's own portfolio, being responsible for 
Tourism, it is a territorial campground and the beach is adjacent, and I think it is essential in 
the development of the tourism industry. It is a major attraction in that campground, an adjacent 
beach area, and I would hope that the Minister would find it within the responsibilities of the 
department to at least solve the matter even if it means getting the Minister responsible for 
recreation to, in some way, find funds to support a summer lifeguard program. I am wondering if 
the Minister could make a commitment to investigate the matter in the context of his 
responsibilities as Minister of Tourism. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Richard, that was some question! Mr. Minister. 

---Laughter 

Further Return To Question 225-86( 1): Lifeguards For Long Lake B.each, Yellowknife 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, we do find the day use of Long Lake as a very important area 
for the visitors and tourists coming into the city, and therefore we think it is important that 
they should settle the issue of lifeguards. In the meantime if the agreement has not been reached, 
there will have to be appropriate signs established that citizens are swiITTTiing at their own risk or 
something of that nature. In the meantime, I am sure my Executive colleagues will want to try to 
ensure that the program is continued and that we at least try to find funds to operate a lifeguard 
program in the city, because this is one of the largest cities we do have and the park is very 
important and a very busy area. I will undertake to communicate that to my other colleagues. 
Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. The Chair at this time would like to recognize the grade 
five and six class from St. Pat's Elementary School and their teacher, Mr. Jackman. Welcome to the 
House. 

---Applause 

Oral questions. Mr. Erkloo. 

Question 226-86(1): Lowering Of Petroleum Products Prices 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is directed to the Hon. Tom 
Butters, Minister of Government Services. In the whole world the oil and gas and crude oil prices 
are dropping. They have been dropping for a whole year. Can you tell me in the Northwest 
Territories if you can lower the price? When can we expect lowering of prices in petroleum 
products? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 226-86(1): Lowering Of Petroleum Products Prices 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, there will not be any reduction of prices in the Eastern Arctic 
where resupply is by vessel. Any changes there would occur when we have made our purchases at the 
best price we can get now and have it delivered on site. Then there will be a change in price. 
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The Eastern Arctic communi ties have enjoyed a lesser charge because of the fact that we d id  get 
some pretty good prices in past years. The major concern, I think, would be of consumers in the 
western part of the Territories where the resupply occurs by road. The government intends to bring 
before the House a suggestion for equalization for Members' consideration. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Erkloo. 

Supplementary To Question 226-86(1): Lowering Of Petroleum Products Prices 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Th is  is supplementary to my question. You said 
that last year you were able to get good prices for petroleum products. Do you think that you will 
be able to negotiate even better prices for the petroleum products this summer? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 226-86(1): Lowering Of Petroleum Products Prices 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, we are expecting to negotiate a better price this year which 
reflects the downward plunge of world oil prices. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Angottitauruq. 

Question 227-86(1) :  Radiation Levels In The NWT 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is directed to the Minister responsible 
for the environment. This spring there was an accident in Russia with a nuclear reactor, and my 
constituency has not been notified properly through the news or by any other means, and nuclear 
accidents such as that can travel a long way. We have heard about southern Canada being notified 
properly with the proper equipment. I would like to know from the Minister, how was the Northwest 
Territories reading near that accident date? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 227-86(1): Radiation Levels In The NWT 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want to thank the Member for giving me notice of 
this rather technical question yesterday. I can advise the Member that radiation measurements are 
taken by Health and Welfare Canada and the atmospheric environmental service at five stations in 
the Northwest Territories: Inuvik, Resolute Bay, Coral Harbour, Yellowknife and Hay River. 
Samples were taken on a daily basis during the incident but they are now back to their normal 
reporting period of weekly sampling for precipitation and monthly samplings for air. The first 
indication of increased radiation level s  in the North was on May 3rd of this year. From May 6th 
when readings were taken to May 26th at stations in Hay River , Inuvik , Yellowknife and Yellowknife 
again, the measurements were in Becquerels per litre. A very technical thing. I honestly do not 
know what it means but the measurement that you use to measure radiation with ,  respectively, var ied 
from six at the beginning to as high as 66 in the middle on May 13th and on May 26th down to a 
level of 1.0. By comparison to this, the highest level of radiation in precipitation reported in 
Canada during this period was May 12th in Vancouver at 68. Radiation levels of this magnitude were 
not considered to be a health concern by the Department of Health and Welfare. A comparison of the 
radiation levels during the Chernobyl incident, normal l evels and levels during above-ground 
nuclear testing can be made utilizing air measurements. 

For the information of all Members, I could rel ate that the normal reading in the Northwest 
Territories in 1984 averaged 0.4. During the Chernobyl incident between May 10th and May 12th ,  
with the highest reading being on May 14th,  the reading was between 30  and 80. Compari ng that to 
the period of time when we all suffered through the readings generated by atmospheric nuclear 
testing i n  the heaviest testing period between 1962 and 1964, the reading was �00. As can be seen 
by a review of the above figures, the radiation levels of the Chernobyl incident are considerably 
lower than those experienced during the heavy nuclear testing period of 1962 to 1964. Mr. Speaker , 
that is the information I have been able to gather so far. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Pudluk. 
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Question 228-86(1) :· Medical Evacuat i on Incident , Resolute Bay 

MR. PUDLUK: (Transl at ion) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In my community on May 27t h ,  1986 there was an 
accident. Three young people got into an acc i dent , and Nordair had just arrived. The plane was 
s t ill on the ground when the ace i dent happened , but Nord air would not stop and take the young 
people on a mercy mis s i on. When there is an emergency accident l i ke that the transportat ion 
compan ies should be told to wai t to s ave lives. I would like to ask the M i n i ster of Health or Tom 
Butters , transportat i on Minister, regarding this i ncident. They had to wait for 12 hnurs to get 
�ransportation to go to the hospital. If Nord air had waited, i t  would have been about three hours 
d ifference to get to the hospital. Because of this incident , i f  the transportation compan i es are 
not going to be respons i ble or t ake into the i r  hands to be k i nd and considerate to their customer s ,  
I would like to ask the transportation M i nister or the Mini ster of Health to review the i r  
transportation needs so that they can service our area much better, as w e  depend on them. Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Min i s ter. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Member's quest i on disturbs me, that airl ines 
would not do t hat. We, through Health and Welfare Canada and my own department, utilize these 
a i rlines on a commer i c al bas i s  to transport people who are goi ng out for regular medical tr ips . 
Therefore, i t  is a signifi c ant amount of their bus i ness , and it surprises me that they would not 
delay themselves during an emergency s i tuation. I will look into the matter and w ill tell you that 
I will advi se the airlines that if they are not willing to extend themselves during an emergency, 
even though it might interrupt their schedule, that maybe we will seek to use other corrmercial 
a irl i nes for the regular business. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr. Minister. Then you are going to take the question as notice and 
report back. Thank you. Mr. Puqluk. 

MR. PUDLUK: Supplement ary . I am going to t able a document this afternoon with all the details in 
it. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Pudluk , that was not a quest i on. Oral questions, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 229-86(1 ) :  Compulsory Liab il i ty  Insurance For Outfitters 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question i s  for the M in i ster of Renewable Resources. 
The Mini ster is aware that outfitters who belong to the NWT Barrenground Caribou Outfitters and 
Guides Assoc i at i on ,  under the l aws of the NWT are required to h ave l i abil i ty insurance. He is also 
aware that they are findi ng it very difficult to find that insurance. On the other hand I am aware 
that the Mini ster's department has been making efforts to try to see what c an be done, either 
directly or i nd i rectly, to ensure that these outfitters are able to get liabil ity  i nsurance. But 
the matter, i t  seems ,  i s  becoming crit i c al because if something is not done very soon, these 
outfitters may h ave to cancel their season. So could I ask t he Minister where that matter is at? 
Can these people be assured that very soon some resolut ion of th i s  problem w i ll be made? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Quest i on 229-86(1) :  Compulsory L i ability Insurance For Outfitters 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Member is correct ,  the situation is get t i ng 
crit i c al on this. We have attempted to get insurance brokers ,  both the companies that generally do 
all the Alberta  outfitters, to handle the NWT outfitters , but we have been unsuccess ful. I c an 
advise the Member that on June 9th, just two days ago, my st aff were advi sed t h at all attempts to 
obta in  insurance coverage were unsuccessful. It i s  true that i t  is our regulations that dictate to 
the outfitters that they must h ave their insurance and because the regulat i ons , of course, are 
i ntended to facilitate the industry, I h ave instructed my st aff to prepare the necess ary paperwork 
to allow an amendment to our regulations. A preliminary report with Justice does not indicate that 
there will be a legal problem with thi s approach. We want to ensure that all outfitters can 
conti nue to operate this year and we are pursuing all options. But outfitters will i ndeed operate 
this year. We will change the regulations if necess ary. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Supplementary, Mr. MacQuarrie. 
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Supplementary To Question 229-86(1) :  Compulsory Liability Insurance For Outfitters 

MR. MacQUARR IE: I very much appreciate the Minister's efforts and the response. Was the Minister 
able to get from our Justice department officials, a time frame as to when they would be able to 
effect the necessary changes? Are we talking about a few days or a week or what is the time frame? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: No, I did not get a time frame. We are putting the utmost urgency on it and I 
will advise the Member as soon as I get a time frame. As I mentioned, we just had the last 
correspondence on June 9th. I will get back to him. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. You are taking that part of the question as notice and will reply to the 
House. Oral questions. Mr. Richard. 

Question 230-86(1 ) :  Interference By Executive Council In  Interview Selection Process 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, I have a q uestion for the Minister of Personnel and it is with respect 
to his statement today on the equal employment policy. I do for one, Mr. Speaker, appreciate the 
Minister making such positive statements about the equal employment policy and I would urge the 
Minister to do more positive communicating with respect to that policy in the light of very 
negative remarks being made in the media and in the public about the government's Executive or 
implement ation of that policy. Some of us have been defending the government's policy of equal 
employment in recent weeks. The problem is the implementation of th at policy. Three months ago 
this Assembly passed a motion, given that the equal employment pol icy was in pl ace, asking the 
Executive Council not to interfere with the interview selection process. 

The incident cited by my colleague from Slave River yesterday, is an incident of interference. 
Mr. Speaker, such an incident does serious damage to the affirmative action pol icy. Will the 
Minister assure this House that such interference will not occur again? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 230-86(1): Interference By Executive Council In Interview Selection Process 

HON. NI CK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I cannot assure the Member that I wil l not interfere when the 
occasion warrants my interfering. I c an tell the Member that I did state that in the normal course 
of my duties as Minister, I will not interfere in the daily running of the department with respect 
to staffing and the implementation of affirmative action plan. But where there are matters, where 
there are problems identified to me , that come to my attention, and if a situation warrants my 
interfering, I will. I say to the Member that I would be remiss in my duty if I did not deal with 
matters that occasionally arise. So I cannot give the Member that assurance. 

Generally, I am not involved on a day-to-day basis on the management, particularly the st affing 
duties that are done by my officials in the department ,  but when problems are brought to my 
attention and, as I said, if they warrant my intervention then I will become involved. I only 
become involved in instances where it is my duty and where the situation warrants interference on 
my behalf. It is only in serious cases, serious incidents of injustice or certain blocks that are 
brought to my attention that I will become involved. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you ,  Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Gargan. 

Question 231-86(1 ) :  Resurfacing Of Access Road, Fort Providence 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to direct my question to the Minister of Public 
Works. It is regarding the resurfacing of the access road into Fort Providence. I believe that in 
the capital plan there was an amount of $480,000 designated for that particular project. 
Unfortunately the settlement council , for example, have said that this particular project was not 
going to be going ahead this summer. I would like to get some details sin:e I asked the same 
question during the winter session. I did not get a response at that time and I would cert ainly be 
interested in getting one now. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 
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Return To Question 170-86(1) And Question 231-86(1): Resurfacing Of Access Road, Fort Providence 

HON. GORDON WRAY : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It was originally i ntended to pave the Fort ProvidencP. 
access in conjunction �,ith the reconstruction and pav i ng work of the Yellowknife high1s• a_y adjacent 
to Fort Providence. However, I have to advise the Member that we have had to defer this work in 
favour of h igher priority projects . When the funds were transferred from the federal government w� 
did not get the funding that we had asked for so we had to spread our program out over 15  years 
instead of 10 years. Since then also some other things have happened which has caused us to rlefer 
this project. 

The 1985 flooding in the Hay River area destroyed one bridge and severely damaged another bridge. 
These two bridges on the Fort Smith highway required immedi ate replacement so we have had to defer 
projects to do this. We have also had early failures or accelerated failures in the Hay River 
h ighway, the Fort Smith h ighway and the Rae-Edzo area highway and we have had to commit funds to 
fix these as wel l .  We will be undertak i ng the work. It will not be thi s  year though. But it 
still is in the plan and I can assure the Member that the work will be done. It is just that we 
have had to defer it and spread the p l anning out over a longer period. 

I should al so mention that we are not helped by the fact that we have had some of our funding cut 
by the federal government in the recent round of cuts that the federal government announced. Our 
northern roads program was cut quite severely so we have had to reassess our total highway program. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Gargan. 

Supplementary To Question 231-86(1): Resurfacing Of Access Road, Fort Prov i dence 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a supplementary concerning the high priorities of 
other projects. I would like to ask the Minister what is designated as a high priority regarding 
h ighways. I certain ly  believe that Fort Provi dence is an area where there is a substantial amount 
of traffic that does go through in order to get to Yellowknife, so I wou ld  c lassify that particu l ar 
area, too, as a h igh priority area, but perhaps the Minister might be able to clarify what he means 
by other projects that are of a higher priority. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 231-86(1): Resurfacing Of Access Road, Fort Providence 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I can give you examples of what we consider to be a 
higher priority. As to how we arrive at the priority decisions, I really could not answer that 
under oral questions. We have a manual that thick which we use to determine cost-benefit analyses, 
economi c  analyses of highways and I could answer the Member but it would have to be in a written 
form because it would be a fairly long, compli cated answer. So, with your indulgence I will take 
the second part of the question and answer it in a written form. 

The first part of the question, the Rae-Edzo access is high priority simply because there is more 
use. There i s  existing paving which has fail ed, which has the potential for some serious accidents 
given the nature of the failures. The Hay Ri ver resurfacing project, where just outside of Hay 
River the road has also failed, is a high priority item. The replacement of bridges which were 
destroyed by floods is high priority. Those are some examples but thi s  question would be much 
better answered in a written form, Mr. Speaker, because it is a longer answer. Thank you. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you. I understand you will be giving a written reply to that sect i on of the 
question. Oral questions. Mr. Richard. 

Question 232-86 (1):  Release Of Funding For Safe Houses 

MR. R ICHARD: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Social Services. Earl i er this year 
in the budget session the Assembly voted funds for the establishment of safe houses for battered 
women in both Frobisher Bay and in Yel lowknife. It is my understanding, Mr. Speaker, that none of 
these funds have been released yet. Can the Minister i nd i cate the reason why the funds have not 
been released to the proponents of the homes, who have detailed proposals in place that were I 
believe approved by the Minister ' s  department? Why have the funds not been released to date and 
a 1 so when might those funds be re 1 eased for the programs that these houses were supposed to 
deliver? 
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MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 232-86(1): Rel ease Of Funding For Safe Houses 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHL I N: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Actual ly ,  in a letter I sent to the Member this 
morning which he probably has not received yet, I have indicated to him that we onl y  recently hired 
the program officer for that position after advertising it. The actual pol i cies, detailed pol icies 
which have been worked out by her, have not yet been approved by the Execut i ve Council. In the 
l etter I have sent to the Member I have indicated that we were going to be giving interim funding 
to the major organizat ions which have programs virtua l l y  ready to go. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Suppl ementary, Mr. Richard. 

Suppl ementary To Question 232-86(1) : Rel ease Of Funding For Safe Hous�s 

MR. R ICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. When, Mr. Minister, might those organizations expect to 
receive the first instal ment of the interim funding? 

MR. SPEAKEK: Mr. Mi nister. 

Further Return To Question 232-86(1): Rel ease Of Funding For Safe Houses 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: In the letter I sent today I indicated we can do that as expedit iousl y  as 
possibl e  ... 

AN HON. MEMBER: Oh, come on ... 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Give me a week. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. Mrs. Lawrence. 

Question 233-86(1): Monitoring Of Fishing On East Arm Of Great S l ave Lake 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question for the M i nister of Renewabl e  
Resources. Al l summer , and especial l y  on weekends, people ,  professional peop le ,  whatever you want 
to cal l them, from Yel l owknife are al ways going into t he East. Arm of Great Slave Lake, which is in 
my constituency of Tu Nedhe, and fishing in this area steady al l  summer l ong. No monitoring or 
patrol l ing is done and it is causing some problem for my constituents to obtain even a l ittle smal l 
business l icence because they have to do a research. Research is not going to prevent these peopl e  
from fishing in thi s area. Therefore, can the Minister l ook  into this more seriously, for more 
monitoring or patrol l ing of this area? Mahsi cho. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 233-86(1): Monitoring Of Fishing On East Arm Of Great Sl ave Lake 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The short answer is, yes, I can, I wil l .  

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 234-86(1) : Cultural Background Regard ing Minister's Hat 

MR. MacQUARRIE:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Mini ster of Economic Devel opment. 
I cou l d  say, Mr. Minister, that I regretted very much that the conservative Mr. Pudl uk cal l ed you 
on a point of order on the hat that you were wearing some time ago. Personal l y, I thought that it 
added col our and pizzazz to what is otherwise a pretty gray Assembly. Unfortunately, Mr. M inister, 
you d i d not get the chance to tel l us at al l what cul ture the hat bel onged to and 1�hy you wore it 
to the House. And very briefly I wou l d  appreciate hearing that, Mr. M in i ster. 

---Appl ause 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. M i nister. 
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Return To Questi on -234-86(1): Cultural Background Regarding M in i ster's Hat 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: In Saami language or Inuktitut or Engl ish? Mr. Speaker, very qui ckly. 
Yesterday some Members were di sturbed that I was wearing a very bright blue colour and they thought 
that I was going to be assoc i ated with the blue party. I changed my t ie  and decided to wear this 
very colourful Saami hat, a tradit i onal hat, from Norway which my colleague, James Wah-Shee and I 
had the pleasure of v i s it ing. This particular hat, the length of it, represents the status of the 
i ndiv idual. So you can see that the more successful you are the longer hat yoL' can have. 
Apparently these four corners represent the four winds of Norway . So you can see from amongst all 
the hats for men that they do have these four corners. They represent the four winds which we are 
quite famil iar with in  this part of the world. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questi ons. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So the M in ister will confi rm that his intenti on was to 
celebrate another northern culture and that it was not an attempt to keep the costs of the trip 
under h i s  hat. Is that correct? He does not have to answer that, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. McCALLUM: Just tell us how much. 

- --Laughter 

MR. SPEAKER: I am glad that everybody is making the rules today in  the House. Are there any oral 
questi ons so that we can get on w ith the business? That appears to conclude oral questi ons. Mr. 
Gargan. 

Questi on 235-86(1): Arctic  Airports Policy 

MR. GARGAN : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a questi on for the Minister of Finance concerning 
transportation. I understand that there was a letter addressed to Mr. Butters concerning 
transportation in the North and the 1 i ft ing of that ceil i ng on transportati on. However, Mr. Don 
Mazankowski ,  when he replied to that letter regarding the motion passed here, was not supporting 
that particular moti on. Going on with the letter, the M inister i nd icated that i n  the North, for 
example, we do have breaks on fuel tax and landing and tak i ng off, those sort of concessions. He 
also said that there were going to be substantial improvements i n  communications, radar system and 
a ir  traffic control. However ,  he did not i ndicate anything that is going to be improved here i n  
the North. I would like to ask the M in ister whether there is a move in the area of the arct ic  
a i rports policy that was i mplemented or was not in  effect s i nce 1982 and whether there m ight be a 
move i n  that area to make substantial i mprovement in  the North w ith regard to ai rports, si nce Mr. 
Mazankowski has not addresssed those particulars. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Questi on 235-86(1): Arcti c  A i rports Policy 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, the situation with regard to the arctic  a i rports policy remai ns,  as 
i t  has been i n  the past, in  that it is under negoti ation between my honourable colleague, Mr. Wray , 
and Mr. Mazankowski .  However, referring to that item and other i tems whi ch the honourable Member 
rai sed i n  h i s  questi on, I th ink I will table the report of the federal standing committee on 
transportati on which made a tour to the Territories within the last three or four weeks. The 
recommendati ons of that committee were very supportive of the pos it ion taken by this House on the 
matter of the airport transportation tax, taxes on fuel and the proposed tax on freight, and that 
comm it  tee recommended that the tax be aboli shed. So I wil 1 tab 1 e that report which has gone to 
Mr. Mazankowski .  Mr. Mazankowski will be respondi ng in the near future, I believe. But the 
federal subcommittee on transportation d i d  accept many of the recommendat i ons that have been made 
by th i s  House and through me to the standi ng commi ttee and to the Minist�r of Transport. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. M i n i ster. Oral questi ons. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

Questi on 236-86(1): Pavi ng Of H ighway Between Rae-Edzo And Yellowkni fe 

MR. WAH-SHEE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would 1 i ke to ask the M i nister of Public Works, if he has 
the time to reply -- I wonder whether your department has any pl ans to pave the h i ghway between 
Rae-Edzo and Yellowkni fe; if you have any plans in the future. 
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HON. GORDON WRAY: Mr. Speaker, I wil l take that question under advisement and return to the Member 
tomorrow. I do not think so,  but I want to make sure. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Or a 1 questions. Item 5, written questions . Mr. 
Arlooktoo. 

ITEM 5: WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Question 237-86(1): Funding For Aul atsivik Centre, Cape Dorset 

MR. AALOOKTOO: ( Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I h ave a written question for the Minister 
of Social Services concerning the Aulatsivik Centre in Cape Dorset. I refer to my Question 
153-86(1). At the last session they were to be given some funding for the work they are going to 
do but to d ate they h ave not received any funding and they are h aving a problem. They h ave to pay 
the power and fuel bills and for this reason I think they will need some funding. Would the 
Minister of Social Services please look into this matter at his early convenience? Th ank you. 

MR.  SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Arlooktoo. Written questions. That appears to conclude written 
questions for today. I tem 6, returns. Mr. McLaughlin. 

ITEM 6: RETURNS 

Further Return To Question 212-86(1): Care Of The Elderly, Snowdrift 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHL IN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to oral Question 212-86(1), asked 
by Mrs. Lawrence on the 10th of June regarding home care services in Snowdri ft. 

A detailed response to the Member's 1 etter on May 30th, 1986, h as been prepared and wi 11 be 
forwarded to her within the next few d ays. I ,  however, wish to single out the following points in 
reply to the Member's oral question. First, home care services have been restored in Snowdrift as 
of the 9th of June, 1986 . Second, the withdrawal of home care services was as a result of an 
administrative oversight within the regional and area offices. Third, assessments of aged and 
handicapped have been conducted in Snowdrift during this past week. This will provide for a better 
service to those residents of Snowdrift. I thank the Member for h aving brought this matter to my 
attention. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns. Mr. Curley. 

Return To Question 222-86(1): Wil derness Camp On Great Slave Lake 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A return to written Question 222-86(1), asked by Mrs. 
Lawrence, regarding a wilderness camp on Great Sl ave Lake. 

On June 10, 1986, the honourable Member from Tu Nedhe asked me a written question about the 
establishment of a wilderness camp on Great Slave Lake for one of her constituents. The issue is 
complex , as 13 years ago, in order to protect the unique trophy fishing, lodge development on Great 
Slave Lake was frozen. 

Two years ago, on the advice of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, the number of outfitters on 
Great Sl ave Lake was frozen. In order to obtain accurate information on the fish resources, a 
study will take pl ace this summer jointly by my department and the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, on the East Arm of Great Slave Lake. In the fall, we should h ave a good idea of what level 
of activity the resources can bear and it was my intention to then review the freeze on l odges and 
outfitters. 

It  i s  certainly  my intention to support and enhance tourism business opportunities in the Northwest 
Territories and I am very encouraged by the efforts of the honourab le  Member's constituent in  
developing her idea, making business contacts and 1 ining up  potential customers. There is a need 
for more native business people to become involved in the tourism industry and I have taken th i s  
into consideration in reviewing the appl ication. 
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I am pleased to tel 1 the honourable Member from Tu Nedhe that I will be approving an outfitters 
l icence for Evelyn Cook to enable her to establish her tourist fishing business on the East Ann of 
Great Slave Lake this summer. Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns. Mr. Sibbeston. 

Further Return To Quest ion 221-86(1): Competition For Administrative Officer ,  Fort Smi th  

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
question as to why the requirement for three years 
job qualifications of the administrative officer 
provide this response in h i s  absence. 

Yesterday Mr. McCa 1 1  um asked Mr. Patterson a 
of F I S  experience was originally included i n  the 
in Fort Smith. Mr. Patterson has asked me to 

I have reviewed this matter with the department. Apparently , the superintendent of education h ad 
had some di fficulty in h aving this job adequatel y done by the previous incumbent. His financial 
skills were not his strongest skills and t h i s  created some difficulties when he had to work with 
the F I S  system. The superintendent obviously hoped that by requi ring F IS  experience he could 
ensure that any new employee entering the system would be ful l y  functional from day one. Clearly 
any employee entering a new position requires a period of orientation. It was determined on 
subsequent review that what was really being sought was a candidate with strong financial skil l s. 
Such a candidate could easily acquire the specific knowledge required by the F I S  system during the 
natural orient at i on peri od. The requirement for F I S  experi ence then became an unreasonable barrier 
to entry that, in fact , resulted in several high ly  qualified individua l s  being screened out of the 
competition either before or during the interview process. 

I would like to point out that the deputy minister of Education was fully consulted and concurred 
with the deci s ion to cancel the competition and remove this unnecessary and unreasonable 
qualification from the job description. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Mi nister. Are there any further returns? Mr. McLaughlin. 

Return To Question 219-86(1): Funding For International Inuit Youth Camp ,  Ikpik Bay 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a reply to an oral question asked by Mr. 
Angottitauruq on the 10th of June concerning the international Inuit youth camp at I kpik Bay. 

In 1985-86 a contribution of $5000 was provided to Inuit Tapir i sat of Canada for the holding of an 
international Inuit youth camp as part of International Year of Youth activities. In l ate March of 
this year a request for approximately $40,000 for the holding of what is now described as an annual 
event, was received by my office. In a rep·ly to Mrs. Innuksuk , president of ITC in early Apr i l ,  I 
indicated that the scope of the project and the s i ze of the fund i ng request did not fall wit h i n  the 
youth initiatives program of my department. 

The total amount of contri bution funding avai l able in 1986-87 is only $40 ,000. This is to provide 
for community ,  regional and territorial projects geared to foster youth involvement within the 
Territories, but primarily at the local levels. It is my hope that through the efforts of two 
recent l y  hired youth i nitiative officers, that local and regional youth g roups 1�i ll access the 
available contribution funds so as to stimulate local youth participation. Already cons i derab l e  
interest has been expressed by youth in Cambridge B ay ,  Spence Bay, Gjoa Haven and Coppermine to 
form local and regional youth groups. Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Mini ster. Are there any further returns? Mr. McLaughlin. 

Further Return To Question 214-86(1 ) :  Positions At Correctional Centre For Women, Fort Smith 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: I have a return to oral Question 214-86(1), asked by Mr. McC allum on the 
10th of June , 1986, regarding the closing of the Fort Smith correctional centre. 

There are currently 12 st aff at the centre ,  six permanent and six term and casual. As per 
government policy and in compli ance with the collective agreement only  the permanent staff members 
will be assisted. 
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On June 25th and 26th, 1986, a senior staff member of the corrections program will, along with 
representatives of Personnel ,  interview the si x permanent staff to determine their desire and/or 
flexibility to move with in  the corrections services. All will be offered positions in corrections 
at simi l ar levels. 

Aga in ,  in compliance with the collective agreement, ass i stance will be provided to those who wish 
to remai n  in Fort Smith with respect to employment in other GNWT departments. This would as well 
apply to staff members seeking employment within the GNWT across the Terri tories. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. 
petitions. Mr. Erkloo. 

Returns. Are there any further returns? I tern 7, 

ITEM 7: PETIT IONS 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Petition 8-86(1) is signed by five principals 
for the Early Intervention Program which was stopped. They would like to see it back in progress. 
This petition is for it to be continued. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Paniloo. 

MR. PANILOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a written l etter to the Hon. Dennis Patterson from my 
constituents. This is Petition 10-86(1) that was signed by 96 people concerning the school in 
Broughton I sland. There should be renovations for this school. It is not large enough for the 
students. 

The second petiti on ,  Petition 9-86(1), also from Broughton Island , concerns the small houses and is 
signed by 46 people. It is directed to the Housing Corporation. I am not reading it because it is 
written properly and you can read it. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Paniloo. We note that two peti tions were entered. Are there any 
further petitions? That appears to conclude petitions for today. 

Item 8, reports of standing and special committees. Item 9 ,  tabling of documents. Mr. Pudluk. 

ITEM 9: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

MR. PUDLUK: I would l ike to table two documents which are going to be addressed to the Minister of 
Social Services. Tabled Document 61-86(1 ) ,  regardi ng transportation of persons injured in Resolute 
Bay, May 27th, 1986. He can address thi s  letter to somebody responsible for transportation. And 
Tabled Document 60-86(1),  regarding social services in my communities. This has happened twice and 
I think we can call it k i dnappi ng. I can discuss this more sometime before we adjourn this 
Assembly, so we can resolve th i s  problem. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Pudluk. This would have been the proper ,place to make your comments 
with regard to the transportation company not waiting for the injured people -- when you table the 
document rather than under oral questi ons. Do we have any further tabling of documents? Mr. 
Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I would l ike to table Tabled Document 62-86(1), which is a 
clipping from the Vancouver Sun, June 7th , entitled "Expo F i lms".  I am pleased to tell the Members 
that the NWT Expo film about Canada's North has been judged one of the best three films at Expo 
1 86, receiving the highest award of five stars. The Vancouver Sun gave this outstanding rating to 
onl y three pavilion films: Canada's pavi lion, Alberta's and the NWT. 

---Applause 

MR. SP EAKER: 
documents? 

Thank you and congratulations, 1'ir. Minister. 

Item 10, notices of motion. 

Item 11, notice of motion for first reading of bills. 

Is there any further tabling of 
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Item 15 , consi deration in  committee of the whole of b ills and other matters: B ill 13-86(1) , 
Write-off of Assets and Debts Act, 1985-86; Tabled Document 37-86(1), Consti tution� an1 Poli tical 
Development in the NWT; First Report of the Special Committee on Rules, Procedures and Privileges; 
B i ll 5-86(1), Jury Act; B ill 7-86(1), Offic i al Languages Act; Report of the Stand ing Committee on 
Legislati on on Bills and Other Matters; Tabled Document 42-86(1) , Report of the Task Force on 
Aborig inal Languages, w ith Mr. Wah-Shee in the chair. 

ITEM 15: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEED I NGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSI DER F IRST REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMM ITTEE ON RULES , 
PROCEDURES AND PRI VILEGES 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  The commi ttee will come to order. The Speaker has put on a number of 
i tems for cons ideration in commi ttee of the whole. Mr. Butters, as government House Leader, could 
you g i ve some indication as to what we can deal with at this ti me? 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Chairman , with respect, we would suggest to the House that the f i rst order 
of business this  afternoon woul d  be the F i rst Report of the Spec i al Committee on Rules, Procedures 
and Pri vileges, to be followed, if that is concluded , by Bill 7-86(1) , Off ic i al Languages Act and 
then possibly we could come back to Bill 13-86(1) for which some i nformation i s  requi red for 
Members before it can be concluded. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Does committee agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

- - -Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  The first order of busi ness will be the Report of the Speci al Committee 
on Rules, Procedures and Privileges and then the second i tem w i ll  be B ill 7-86(1) and the third 
i tem will be B ill 13-86(1). We are deal ing with this report. You all have copies of it, the First 
Report of the Speci al Committee on Rules, Procedures and Privileges. I would l ike to now ask the 
chairman, Mr. Ri chard, if he has any open i ng remarks at this ti me. 

Openi ng Remarks By Cha irman Of Speci al Commi ttee On Rules , Procedures And Priv ileges 

MR. R ICHARD :  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Th i s  committee's first report is not nearly as exciting as 
the report of the task force on aboriginal l anguages or the estimates, but it is at least as 
exciting and i nteresti ng as the Society of Management Accountants Act and all of the other 
legi slat i on we passed yesterday. So I am sure that Members will be very attentive on the subject 
matter of rules and procedures. 

The speci al committee was struck in the fall of 1985. The membership consists of myself, Mr. 
Mccallum, Mr. Erk l oo ,  Mr. Angottitauruq and the Hon. Tom Butters. We have had very able assistance 
from the Cl erk , Mr. Hamil ton, and the committee researcher, Mr. Schauerte , throughout our work. 
This first report was tabled in the sessi on earlier in March and results from i nput from all 
Members of this Assembly. The report considers some of the matters within the mandate of the 
committee, but not all. Other matters are yet to be consi dered by our comm ittee. 

I hope Members have had an opportunity to read through this report. I propose shortly to go 
through the recommendations one by one in the order i n  which they are set out in  th is  report; the 
general recommendati ons, those requiring new rules , those requiring amendments to current rules of 
this House and recommendations for mi scellaneous amendments to the rules as well. 

It is hoped, Mr. Chairman, if the Assembly agrees to our recommendations, to h ave these changes 
made to go into effect for the commencement of the fall sess i on. That way we w ill have a trial 
per i od for the bal ance of th is  10th Assembly to use the changes to the rules. 
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Mr. Chairman, I wanted to  ment i on br ief ly  that s ince th is  report was tabled in  March the commi ttee 
has travel l ed to four other jur i sdi ctions , Queen' s Park i n  Toronto, the House of Commons i n  Ottawa, 
and al so to the l eg i s l atures in Pri nce Edward Is l and and New Brunswick. We met there with 
l eg i s l ators and the rules committees of those jur i sdi ct ions .  Each of those four jur i sd i ct i ons, 
Mr. Chairman, have recentl y  changed their rul es .  In the case of PEI they are chang i ng their rules ,  
i n  fact , thi s month. We d id  obtain valuable i nformat i on from our meet i ngs wi th these people and i n  
observing their l eg i s l atures and their committees at work . 

Mr. Chairman, as I was tel l i ng our Speaker thi s morni ng ,  one of the things our commi ttee g leaned 
from this  quick trip  to these four jur i sdicti ons and part i cular ly from observing their commi t tees 
and their leg i s l atures at work, i s  that we in thi s legi slature do not take a second or a back seat 
to any of the other s .  

AN HO�. MEMBER: Hear , hear! 

MR . R I CHARD: The word " zoo" i s  more appropr i ate for other l eg i s l at ures and certainly not for our s .  

MR. McCALLUM: Hear , hear! I bel i eve h i m  too. 

MR. RICHARD: On the comm i ttee' s recent tr i p ,  Mr . Chairman, a separate report is bei ng prepared and 
I hope to present that on beha l f  of our commi ttee before thi s ses s i on i s  out , somet ime next week , 
wi th a few more recommendati ons for changes in our rules. Mr. Chairman, those are the i ntroductory 
remarks I have and i f  you permi t ,  s ir ,  I wou ld  now go to the specif ic  recommendat i ons,  one by one, 
but  I am at your p l easure. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Does the commi ttee agree that we deal w i th the report now? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- --Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. R i chard, do you wi sh to get i nto  the detai l s  of your report at thi s 
t i me? 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you ,  Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, dur i ng the work of the commi ttee in  February 
and March we d i d  provide Members wi th a preview of these 25 or 30 recommendati ons and at an 
i nformal meet ing Members d i d  have an opportuni ty to  comment on them. So , Mr. Chairman, I take it I 
should not feel gu i l t y  about moving fai rly quick l y  through some of these recommendat ions . Do I 
have your l eave, Mr . Chairman, to move fair l y  qui ckly? 

MR. McCALLUM: You have mine .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Mr . Pud luk .  

MR. PUDLUK: Mr. Chairman, I bel ieve you l ack a quorum . Thi s i s  a very important i ssue we woul d  
l i ke to deal w ith. I th ink we should have a quorum. Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Wou l d  the Sergeant-at-Arms sound the bells ,  p l ease? The Chair recognizes 
a quorum, so we can carry on. Mr. Ri chard, would you l i ke to go i nto Recommendat i on l? 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. The first recommendat i on deal s with the el iminati on of a 
scheduled spr i ng sess i on and, Mr. Chairman, I wou l d  ask that the Members consi der thi s  
Recommendat i on 1 i n  conjunct i on wi th Recommendation 6 over on page 10. Recommendati on 6 deals with 
the notion of a sess ional cal endar , that we have two fi xed s i t t i ngs each year , in the winter and in 
the fal l .  The first recommendat ion ,  Mr . Chairman, ar i ses out of the concern . . . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr . Ri chard, before you get into your report ,  I would l i ke to ask other 
Members i f  they wanted to have general remarks before you get i nto  the detai l s  of your report . So , 
I woul d  l i ke to get that out of the way first and then perhaps we can carry on . Are there any 
Members who would l i ke to make general remarks? Mr. Pud l uk .  
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Speaker' s Terms Of Refer ence 

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Regarding the recommendations and the future 
regulations, I am pleased with them in our Legislative Assembly but one recommendation that vie had 
asked to be included was in regard to the Speaker's terms of reference. Sometimes the Speaker has 
too much power and Members cannot ask him any questions. Maybe we can put it in the 
recommendations that while he is in h i s  Chair that he can move to h i s  constituency ' s  chair once in 
a while, and if he can be accountable for some of his responsibilities I th ink that should be 
included in the recommendations. But sometimes we had some problems prior to this bec i\use of his 
power , regarding his supreme power, and when we tell him about a problem one d ay, the following d ay 
it is usually a little too late to have a good effect. If, when we have an immedi ate problem we 
can talk to him right away about it, it would be a -- when you h ave to wait a day or two days i n  
order to be able to tel 1 him it seems to create more problems in that aspect. Regarding the 
Speaker's powers, where could we discuss that? How could we include t hat into the 
recommend ations? I would like that included in a recommendation. Maybe in the next election I 
might try and get in to become Speaker. I would not wish to be entrusted with that much power. 
That is all I have to say regarding the Speaker. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Richard , do you wish to respond to the issue raised by the honourable 
Member? 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I was not aware of this particular concern. 
The current rules do place some restrictions on the Speaker. The committee i s  certainly prepared 
to look at changing that rule and I should explain, Mr. Chairman, that this report today is the 
committee's first report. There are a number of items that we have not yet considered as a 
committee. Specifically , there is a list of items referred to our committee from caucus. Mr. 
Pudluk, as chairman, wrote a letter to our committee asking that five specific items be considered 
by our committee and the letter came from caucus after this report was produced. So we have to 
consider those other items and I wil 1 add the concern about the powers of the Speaker to that 
1 ist. I will have the committee consider Mr. Pudluk 's suggestion and we will be providing another 
report to this Assembl y in the fall session and, perhaps at that time we can come up wit h a 
recommendation that can be debated by all Members. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. General comments, Mr. Pudluk. 

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you. I would l ike to thank the chairman because he was able to 
make the recommendations. I will wait until next fall to get that recommendation included. Thank 
you very much. 

CHA IRMM (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. General comments. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the chai rman of the committee on rules would indicate 
again what h is  expectation is with regard to those recommendations that are p assed at this sitting. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) :  Mr. Richard. 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Cha irman, if Mr. Butters could refer to Recommendation 29 on page 30, the 
committee is recommending that any changes to the rules that are approved today or at this si tting 
come into effect on the f irst sitting day of the fall session. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  General comments. Does the committee agree that we go into the details 
of the report at this time? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Richard. 

Recommendation 1: Elimination Of Scheduled Spring Session 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The first recommendation deals with the elimination of a 
scheduled spring session. Again, I ask the Members to consider this recommendation in conjunction 
with Recommendation 6 which calls for a specific two sittings a year, based on calendar dates. 
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Recommendat i o n  1 arose out of the concern expressed i n  recent years of the cost s of hav ing the 
spr i n g  sess ion out of the cap ital c i t y  and the complementary v a l ue of that sess ion . The ori g i n al 
i ntent of that spring sess ion  trave l l i ng to another commun i ty was to take the government and i t s  
l eg i s l ature t o  the northern people and to person al l y  make contact with them and t o  he'ar t he i r  
concerns . 

The spec i al commi ttee fee l s  that th i s  publ i c  contact and exposure can be more easi l y  attai ned these 
d ays through i ncreased travel i nto the smal l commun i t i e s  by the Execut i ve Counc i l  as a body, and 
the stand i ng and spec i a l  committees.  The smal l er communi t i es ,  those that have not yet hosted the 
Leg i s l at i v e  As semb l y  because of i nab i l ity to do so,  w i l l  be able to accommodate the commi ttees but 
co u l d  not , in the past ,  accommodate the l arge Assembly and staff . 

Mot i on To Di scon t i nue A Sched u l ed Spring Sessi on 

So ,  Mr . Chai rman , I move that the Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  d i s cont i n ue a sched u l ed spri ng sess i o n . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  The motion i s  i n  order . To the mot i o n .  Page 4 ,  Recommend at i o n  1 ,  
el imi n at i on of schedul ed spring  sess ion .  T o  the mot i o n .  Mr.  Gargan . 

MR . GARGAN: Thank you ,  Mr.  Chairman . With  regard to th i s  mot i o n ,  most of the Executive Coun c i l  
meet i ng s  are done confi dent i al l y  and the same wo u l d  apply t o  the stand i ng and spec i al commi ttees. 
If these peo p l e  meet , the only t i me that they wo u l d  be able to go i nto the commun i t ies  i s  in t he 
even ings  1�hen they are not s i tt i ng . I wonder what the mer i ts of th i s  wi l l  be and what the 
Exec utive  Counc i l  or stand i n g  and speci al commi ttees trave l l ing  to the commun i t i es wou l d  
accomp l i sh .  

The other concern I h av e ,  Mr . Chai rman,  i s  that I understand there i s  an added factor to travel l i ng  
to the commun i t i es for spring  sess i ans  but I do  not t h i nk th  at  we sho u l d  e l i mi n ate th  at opt i on and 
that if  we do s i t  for three months of a year, perhaps we are sti l l  s av i ng money by not having a 
spr ing  sess ion so that cou l d  be very wel l uti l i zed i n  hav i ng ,  i f  i t  were appropr i ate , a sess ion i n  
one of the commu n i t i e s .  I certai n l y  do not want to see t h at option el i m i n ated . Those are the only 
concer n s  I have at t h i s  t i me ,  Mr.  Chairman . Thank you .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Thank you. To the mot i o n .  Mr .  Pud l u k .  

M R .  PUDLUK : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Thank you, Mr . Chairman . I wi l l  not be i n  support of the mot i o n .  We 
have been g i ven a job a s  e l ected Members.  The jobs that we have to deal  with,  we have to deal  with 
them . Our job i s  very heavy and it  i nvol ves a l ot of wor k .  I f  we are going  t o  meet i n  the spri ng 
I th ink  our job wou l d  be l essened.  If we do not meet for qu ite  a l ong t i me we are going  to get 
very l o aded w i th work and the popu l at i on of the NWT i s  a l so i ncreas i n g .  So,  for t h at reason I do 
not th i n k  we sho u l d  be too worried about when to meet -- whether i t  wo u l d  be spr i n g ,  fal l ,  wi nter 
or summe r .  We have been put to the Leg i s l at ive  Assemb l y ,  to t h i s  House , by the people of the  
Northwest Terr i to r i es and we  have to think  about them fi rst i nstead of  th i nk i ng about our  pl an s  
here . So ,  for that reason I wi l l  not be i n  support of the moti on t h at was just made . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  To the mot ion .  Mr . Erk1oo . 

MR . ERKLOO : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Thank you, Mr . Chairman . I j u st want to cl ar ify for the Member bes i de 
me.  Under Recommendat i o n  6 ( 2 ) , i t  states the CoITllli s s i oner ,  i f  he i s  asked by the Execu t i v e  
Counc i l ,  w i l l  c a l l an emergency meet i n g .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Mr .  Pud l u k .  

M R .  PUDLUK : I thought we are deal i n g  w ith  Recommendat i o n  1 ,  not 6 .  Thank you .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  I bel i eve they are both rel ated . To the mot i on .  Mr . Erk l o o .  

M R .  ERKLOO: ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Thank you, M r .  Chairma1 1 .  You are r i g h t ,  they are rel ated. I t  does not 
mean we are not going to meet i n  the fal l .  If there i s  an emergency, there has  to be a mee t i ng i f  
one i s  c al led .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  To the mot i o n .  Mr . Pud l u k .  
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MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Mr. Chai rman. Accordi ng to our Recommendation 1, it says 
" discontinue". What does that mean? 

CHAIRMAN { Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Richard, will you c larify your report please? 

MR. R ICHARD: Mr. Chairman, maybe I can try and assist Mr. Pudluk. The i mportant word in the fi rst 
recommendation is the word "scheduled". The committee is recommending in Recommendation 6 that we 
have a definite sitting commencing in February for four or five or six weeks and we have another 
definite sitting i n  October for four or five or six weeks and we do that every year. In addition, 
we can meet at other times of the year, if necessary. If you go back to recommendation 1, the 
committee is recommending that we discontinue a scheduled definite sitting every spring. We will 
only do it if we have to. I th ink that is the important part of the first recommendat ion -- the 
word "scheduled". I hope that is of some assi stance. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) ; To the motion. Recommendation 1. Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN: Perhaps it would be more appropriate if the recommendation read "that the Legislative 
Assembly di scontinue one scheduled session." 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Gargan, we have to deal with the motion on the floor. To the 
motion. Recommendation 1. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I do not think I am going to be in support 
of th i s  motion. I think we are going to be away from home for a long peri od. It would be better 
to sit' here for three weeks. If they are going to take the spring sessi on out, I think we are 
going to have a long fall sessi on and the wishes of our constituents might be delayed if we do not 
meet for a long period of time in-between. So for that reason I do not want to discontinue the 
spring session. I was in favour of our scheduled sessions. When we meet i n  the spring it does not 
take that long. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

Motion To Discontinue A Scheduled Spring Sess i on, Carried 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  Questi on has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard. 

Recommendation 2 :  Quorum 

MR. R ICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The second recommendation arises fr001 a concern expressed 
by some Members about reducing the quorum for committee of the whole. Our current rules provide 
that a majority of the Assembly, which with the current numbers is 13, is required in four 
i nstances. A quorum of 13 is required when we begin our meeting each day at 1:00 o'clock or 9:30; 
a quorum is required when a Member draws the attention of the chairman of committee of the whole or 
the Speaker to the lack of a quorum; and a quorum is required on all votes. Once the sitting is 
declared open the quorum is presumed to be present until someone brings the attention of the 
chairman or the Speaker to the lack of a quorum. Then of course, as we know, the Speaker or 
chairman r ings the bells and cal ls in the Members. This issue was debated by the committee and it 
was a feeling of the committee that because it is not al ways mandatory to have a quorum here, that 
we do conduct our committee of the whole work, especial ly, with sometimes less than 13 when there 
are really unexciting topics, like rules and procedures, being discussed, and it was felt that it 
was not necessary to change the current rules with regard to quorum. 

Motion That Quorum Remain At "A Majority Of The Assembly", Carried 

So I move, Mr. Ch airman, that the quorum remain at " a  majority of the Assemb ly " .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) :  Your motion is in order, Mr. Richard. To the motion.  
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AN HON. MEMBER : Quest i on. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Quest i on has been called. All those i n  f avour? Opposed, if any? The 
mot i on i s  c arried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Ri chard . 

Recommendation 3: Delet i on Of Reference To Quorum 

MR. R ICHARD: Mr. Chai rman, Recommendation 3 deals wi th an amendment to the Northwest Terr i tor ies 
Act. When we were d i scussi ng quorum we noted i n  the federal act that there is a prov is ion there i n  
sec t i on 11(5) that i n  our Assembly a major i ty  o f  Members would const i t �te a quorum. Our commi ttee 
fel t that the matter of quorum is  a prerogat i ve or should be a prerogat ive of this Assembly and not 
the federal government. It should be up to us to decide our own quorum and that any reference to a 
quorum i n  federal legislat i on i s  i nappropr i ate and should be deleted. 

Mot i on To Request Amendment To Northwest Territories Act ,  Repeal i ng Sect ion 11(5) , Carr ied 

I ,  therefore, move that the Legislat i ve Assembly of the Northwest Terri tori es request the federal 
government to amend the Northwest Territories Act by repeali ng sect ion 11(5). 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee):  The mot i on is in order. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Questi on. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Quest i on has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, i f  any? The 
mot i on i s  c arried. 

---Carr i ed 

Mr. Richard. 

Recommendat i on 4: Non-Government Agenc ies/Ad Hoc Speci al Committees 

MR. RICHARD: The Recommendat ion  4 deal s wi th the procedure in comm i ttee of the whole. Currently 
Rule 96 of our Rules al lows witnesses to appear before comm i ttee of the whole i f  they are requested 
to do so , i f  they are government off i c i als and i f  they are essent i al to the conduct of the 
commi ttee' s busi ness. Our committee recogni zed that t hese rules are worded very wi dely. We also 
noted, and i t  was brought to our attent i on by Members of the Assembly, that there had been a recent 
increase i n  the inci dence of non-government a 1 w itnesses appeari ng before the committee of the 
whole. In an effort to use the t i me of the committee of the whole more valuably and more 
effect ive ly  we are recommend ing that non-government groups, and the examples c i ted i n  the report i n  
recent years are the TFN, Canada Post Corporation,  Atomic Energy of Canada, manufacturers of 
SLOWPOKE , the Inu i t  Tapir isat of Canada, the Dene Nat i on, etc., that t hese groups should meet w i th 
caucus rather than appearing before committee of the whole. 

We are therefore recommending that the rules relat ing to witnesses, governmental off i c i als,  remain 
at present and that government offi c i als only come i nto committee of the who l e  when it is essent i al 
to the conduct of our busi ness. We further made the observat i on,  Mr. Chairman , that i f  there is  a 
t ime when one of these non-government agenc i es has an i ssue, i f  the i ssue warrants i t ,  the Assembl y 
should str ike a spec i al committee or an ad hoc committee to meet w i th  that interest group or that 
organi zat ion and report back to the Assembl y. 

Mot ion  That Rul es Governing W i tnesses Rema in  Unchanged And Non-Government Groups Meet W i th Caucus 
Or Spec i al Comm i ttees 

So I move that: 1) non-government agenc i es ,  organ i z at i ons and i nterest groups meet with c aucus 
rather than appearing before comm i ttee of the whole; 2) i f  the Legislative Assembly is of the 
opi nion that a non-government group warrants formal discussions with a spec i al comm i ttee that such 
a committee shall be struck through the appropri ate  moti on; and 3} the current rules which govern 
witnesses remain unchanged. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Your motion is in order, Mr. Richard. To the motion. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will speak against this motion. The ma�ter as to 
which groups might appear before the Assembly is within the control of Members now. We are not 
obl iged to hear from every group that wants us to hear from them, so we can control appe�rances in  
this House. I admit that having that kind of control places a bit of a burden on Members to make a 
determination from time to time as to whether we will or will not hear from particular groups and I 
recognize also that that makes us liable to criticism when we decide to hear from one group and 
some time later decide not to hear from another group. But notwithstanding that, I believe th3t as 
much as possible we should make it possible for concerned citizens -- and particularly those that 
have formed i n  groups and are addressing issues that have a great deal of relevance and importance 
to public activities in the Northwest Territories -- I believe we should make it possible for them 
to speak directl y  to their legislators and to speak publ icly to their legislators unless and until 
we at some point have a well established and well developed committee system such as for exampl e  
they have in the federal parliament where there are special or standing committees on a great 
number of areas that are of general importance. There are public committee meetings and witnesses 
are able to appear before them. We do not have that yet and there are a number of reasons why we 
do not. Until we have that kind of system I think that we should continue with the practice of, 
from time to time , enabling groups such as the task force on aborigi nal languages or perhaps the 
major native associations or the Public Service Association or the youth of the Territories or 
whomever we might feel warrants that kind of attention to appear before us from time to time. 

Going back to the matter of the committee system , we do have a standing committee on legislati on. 
However, the meetings of that committee are not public because we recognize that in order to make 
them public we would have to go to transcript with full documentation of everything that transpires 
during the committee meetings. That adds a great additional cost and means further facilities for 
the Assembly and so it is  for reasons like that that we have not made stand i ng committee on 
legislation meetings public. Because we do not have that yet, I say once again then that I think 
it is important for us to continue the practice that we have had in the past, noting again that 
sti ll leaves us the control. If we are burdened by a great deal of other business that is good 
enough reason to say that we cannot hear from particular witnesses but I would like to see the 
option remain  open to us. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the moti on. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Chairman, I bel ieve that everything that the Member wishes can be done by 
unanimous consent of the House. If there is a special group that the House parti cularly wants to 
hear , the rules can be overridden quite simply. So this rule i s  not cast i n  stone. The type of 
people that Mr. MacQuarrie indi cates the House may wish to admit on a moment 's  notice could be 
accommodated by a very simple unanimous agreement. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the motion. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: In response to the honourable Member's remarks I can only say that I recognize 
that that is true but that also leaves opportun i ty for a single Member , who may have some special 
reason for not wanting to hear what that group has to say, to torpedo the whole thing , because 
every Member of this House would have to agree to have them in if we put this in our rules. I 
would not like to leave that in the hands of a single Member. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ):  To the motion. Do I hear question? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

Motion That Rules Governing Witnesses Remain Unchanged And Non-Government Groups Meet With Caucus 
Or Special Committees, Carried 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed , if any? The 
motion is carried. 

- --Carried 

Mr. Richard. 
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Recommendation 5 :  Comm i s s i on On Members ' S a l ar ies  And Benef i t s  

MR . RI CHAR D :  Mr . Chairman,  �commendat ion  5 deal s with the matter dear t o  our heart s ,  that of the 
sal ari es and benefi ts of Members and M i n i sters. The commi ttee d i scussed the current practice of 
Members and M in i sters v ot i n g  on i ncreases i n  the l ev e l  of the i r  own i n demn i t i e s ,  a l l owances and 
expenses , and I be l i ev e  R u l e  15 s ays that i s  not a confl i c t ,  i f  you vote on your own s a l ary. We 
noted that i n  some other j u r i s d i ct i o n s ,  notab l y  Nova Scoti a and Pr ince Edward I s l and , there i s  an 
i ndependent comm i s s i on estab l i shed by the Speaker or by the Executive Counc i l  to make 
recommendat i ons  and i n  the provi nce of Nova Scot i a , i n  fact, the commi s s i on ' s  recommendat i ons  are 
b i nd i n g .  Our committee found mer i t  i n  t h i s  system -- in other words , having  an out s i d e  group t ake 
a l oo k  at what the l ev e l  of remunerat i on sho u l d  be for u s ,  hardwor k i ng Members of the Assembl y ,  
rather t h a n  vot i ng o n  i t  ourse l ves .  The committee was of t h e  op i n i on that the Assemb l y  should at a 
very m i n imum have some gu i d ance from an out s i d e ,  independent source on the appropr i ate l evel  of 
remunerat i o n .  

Motion T o  Estab l i s h I n dependent Comm i s s i on On Members ' S a l ar ies  And Benef i ts And T o  Prepare 
Legi sl at ion Req u i red , Carr i ed 

Mr.  Chai rman , I mov e :  1 )  an i ndependent comm i s s i o n  be estab l i shed by l eg i s l at i on to ann u al l y  
rev i ew Members ' and M i n i sters ' s a l ar i e s ,  a l l owances ,  benef i ts ,  expenses , i ndemn i t i es and per 
d i em s .  Further that the comm i ss ion  report to the Assembly with i t s  recommendat i o n s ;  and 2 )  the 
Man agement and Serv ices  Board prepare the l egi s l at i on requ i red to amend the Leg i s l at i v e  Assembly 
and Execut ive  Counc i l Act to g i v e  effect to th i s  recommendati o n .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you .  Your motion i s  i n  order . To t h e  moti o n .  M r .  MacQuarr i e .  

MR . MacQUARR I E :  I wou l d  l i ke to speak very strongly i n  favour of th i s  recommend at i o n .  Mr . 
Chairman,  I bel i eve that i t  i s  i mportant that the publ i c  be sat isf ied  t h at there i s  an objecti ve 
and fair process in p l ace to determ i ne Members ' s al aries and benef i t s .  That i s  not to imp l y  that 
the s al aries and benef its  that are estab l i shed now because they were estab l i shed by Members ' are 
out of order i n  any sen se . I bel i eve that they are not but I know that from time to time it i s  
d i ff i c u l t ,  perhaps even a l i tt l e  embarras s i n g  i n  some sense to b e  put i n  a pos i t i on where you are 
determi n i ng these things  for yoursel f .  

I wou l d  very much l i k e t o  see happen what i s  be ing  recommended by th i s  committee . I note that the 
i ndependent comm i s s i on wou l d  make recommendati ons to the Assemb l y  and , of co urse , if the Assemb l y  
fel t that i n  some way those recommendati ons were i n adequ ate ,  they wou l d  have the opportunity to 
mod i fy them but to do it publ i c l y  and to be expected to j u st i fy it publ i c l y  in order to make the 
amendments and I t h i n k that i s  very d e s i r ab l e .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you .  To the mot i o n .  

A N  HON. MEMBER : Quest i o n .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Quest i on h as been cal l ed .  Al l those i n  favour? Thank you .  Opposed, i f  
any? The mot i on i s  carri ed . 

- - -Carr i ed 

Mr.  Ri chard . 

Recommendat i on 6 :  Sessi onal Cal endar 

MR. R I CHAR D :  Mr . Cha i rman, Recommendat i o n  6 dea ls  w i th the not i on of a ses s i on al c a l endar. Th i s  
i s  a recommendation  that we gl eaned i n  p art from the comments we recei ved from Members of th i s  
As semb l y  and a l so from our observations of the pract i ce i n  other j ur i sd i c t i ons . In recent years, a 
number of the other l eg i s l at ures i n  the country have gone to a fi xed cal endar as i s  b e i ng proposed 
in Recommendation 6. The commi ttee was of the v i ew that a sessi onal cal endar should be pl anned o n  
t h e  basi s of two s i t t i ng periods each year . Thi s  c a l endar wou l d  ensure w ith  some certainty the 
dates and the durat i on of the per i ods that the House wou l d  s i t .  

0 
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Recent l y ,  our sess i ons have been of a durat ion  of 1 1  or 12 weeks i n  total every c a l endar year, 
meet i n g  from Monday to Fr iday. The commi ttee recommends the adopt i on of a sessi onal cal endar wh ich  
wou l d  see a w i nter sess ion  commenc i ng on the  second Wednesday of February and l as t i ng for 
approximate ly  f i ve or s i x  weeks . The fal l sess i on wou l d  begin  on the f i rst Wednesday of October 
and l ast aga i n  for approximately f ive or s i x  weeks .  

The commi ttee fee l s  that identifying  these sessions wou l d  h e l p  p l an n i ng by the government, the 
l eg i s l at i ve d i v i s i on ,  the Assembly Members , the staff , the med i a ,  reg ional counc i l s  and any groups 
who are affected by a s i t t i ng of the Assemb l y .  Sett i n g  the start i ng date of the two sess i on s  i n  
our r u l es wou l d  repl ace the dec i s i on current l y  made by the Commi ss i oner on the adv ice  o f  c aucus . 

It shou l d  be noted c learl y, Mr . Chairman , that our commi ttee understands that the imp lementation of 
t h i s f i xed cal endar wou l d  not affect the Comm i s s i oner ' s  ri ghts to convene an add i t i onal sess i on at 
any t i me under spec i al c i rcumstances or emergency s ituat i ons . Th i s recommendat i o n ,  then, does not 
prec l ude the ho l d i ng of a spring session or a session at any other time or , for that matter,  a 
sess i on i n  another commun ity other than the capi tal . Caucus wou l d  cont i nue to make those k i nds of 
dec i s i on s ,  i t  wou l d  just be an add i t ion  to what i s  i n  the ru l e s .  We are just  g o i ng to put  some 
certai nty i n  the ru les .  

Mot i on To Schedu l e  Two Sess ions  A Year W i th Spec i al Sess ions  Convened Upon Request 

So, Mr. Chai rman, with that background I move that the fo l l owi ng new ru les be added : 

( 1 )  Dur i n g  the term of an Assemb l y ,  the Assembly sha l l  ho ld  two sessi ons a year :  ( a )  one 
commenc i ng the second WednesdaJ in February; and ( b )  one commenc i ng the f i rst Wednesday i n  
October. 
( 2 )  Notwithstand ing  Subru l e  ( 1 )  the Comm i s s i oner, upon the request of the Execut ive  Counci l ,  shal l 
cal l the Assemb l y  i nto sess i on for the conven ing  of spec i a l  sessions . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  W�h-Shee ) :  Thank you .  Your motion i s  i n  order. To the mot ion .  Mr.  Pud l u k .  

MR . PUDLUK: ( Tran s l at i o n )  I th i nk  I have a prob lem w i th that because of the f i rst recommendat i on .  
When we are g o i ng to meet when there i s  an emergency si tuat i o n ,  I t h i nk that the Execut i ve cou l d  
set u p  a sess i on but I do not t h i nk that the Execut i ve shou l d  be dec i d i n g  a l l  t h i s  for the  
Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y ,  the MLAs . I t h i nk we shou l d  have a say whenever there needs to be a meet i ng 
or there i s  any emergency s i tuat i on .  

Mot ion  T o  Amend Mot ion  To Schedu l e  Two Ses s i on s  A Year W i th Spec i a l Sess ions  Convened Upon Request 

I wou l d  l i ke to add someth i ng to the fi rst recommendat i o n .  Subru le  ( 1 )  Duri ng the term of an 
Assemb l y ,  the  Assemb l y  shal l hold two sess ions  a year . Take that "two" out and put " not more than 
three sessi ons a year " .  Thank you .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr.  Wah-Shee ) :  M r .  Pud l u k ,  i n  regard to your amendment t o  the mot i on ,  your amendment to 
the mot ion  wou l d  give the impress ion that the Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  does not have to hol d any 
sessions in a g i ven year and, l egal ly, we have to s i t  at l east one sess i on a year . The w ay you 
have amended your mot ion  wou l d  g i ve  the impress ion  that we do not have to hol d any sess i o n .  So , 
that i s  rea l ly pos i ng a prob l em .  I be l ieve before I can entert ai n any remarks I wou l d ,  as 
cha irman , have to ru l e  on the amendment .  Mr . Pudl u k ,  to your amendment .  

MR. PUDLUK: Aga i n ?  ( Tran s l at i o n )  I am cons i dering th i s ,  that shou l d  there be an emergency 
s i tuat i o n ,  there shou l d  be something  av ai l ab l e .  We wi 1 1  not be u s i n g  it al l the t ime ,  I am sure, 
but in the future it w i l l  enable the Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  to meet as th i s  w i l l  be in ex i stence for 
a l ong  t ime .  If the Members shou l d  i ncrease over the years , for i n stance one more Member from 
Yel l owkn i fe ,  i f  we become 25 Members we w i l l  probab ly  be meet i ng more often . Fol l ow i n g  th at 
i ncrease I am sure there w i l l  be more spec i al meet i ngs that wi l l  be occurr i ng frequent l y  and demand 
for the th ird  meet i ng  of the year -- not to ho ld  two meeti ngs a year but poss i bl y  three . I am a 
Member of the Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  and wi sh to have i nput i n  the Execut ive  dec i s i on .  That i s  why I 
am tryi ng  to make an amendment to the mot i o n .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  To the amendment . Mr . Ri chard . 
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MR.  RI CHARD: Mr . Chai rman, I t h i nk I understand Mr . Pudl uk ' s  concern and i f  I understand h im  
correct ly  I can agree w i th h im .  I f  I am correct, for a spec i al ses s i o n ,  a t h i r d  sess i on i f  i t  i s  
necessary, he wants to have not the Execut i ve  Counc i l  but the Leg i s l at i ve Assemb ly  to have that 
authority to te l l the Comm i s s i oner,  "We need a th ird  sess i on . "  So I am go i n g  to ask ,  Mr. Cha i rman , 
i f  the mover, Mr . Pud l uk ,  wou l d  cons i der chang ing  h i s  amendment to the second p art ,  Subru l e  ( 2 ) ,  
where i t  says "the Comm i s s i oner, upon the request of the Execut i ve Counc i l " .  If that read 
" Execut ive  Counc i l  or the Leg i s l at i ve Assemb ly" , if we made that change, it wou l d  s at i sfy h i s  
concern about th i s recommendat·i on . That I th ink  would  b e  more appropri ate i n  do ing  what he wants 
to do. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Mr .  Pudl u k .  

M R .  PUDLUK : Thank you, Mr . Chai rman . I t h i nk both ( 1 )  and ( 2 )  shou l d  b e  amended. I wou l d  l i ke to 
keep that amendment under Subr u l e  ( 1 )  and al so Subr u l e  ( 2 )  shou l d  be amended with Execut i ve Counc i l  
and al so the Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  i tsel f .  Thank you .  

CHAI RMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee ) :  To the amendment . Mr.  Wray. 

Amendment Wou l d  Wi pe Out Schedu l ed Sess i on s  

HON . GORDON WRAY : Thank you, Mr . Cha irman . The o n l y  pro b l em that I have with Mr . Pudl uk ' s  first 
amendment wou l d  be that if  we changed to " sha l l  hold not more than three sessi ons a year " ,  then 
paragraphs ( a )  and ( b )  of Subru l e  ( 1 )  wi  1 1  be w i ped out . I n  other words ,  you wi 1 1  not be abl e to 
set a t ime .  Whereas i f  he was to accept Mr.  R i c hard ' s  suggest i on of "the Commi ss i oner upon the 
request of the Execut i ve Counc i l  or the Leg i s l at i ve Assembl y " ,  then that wou l d  st i l l  a l l ow the 
Leg i s l ature to be able to ca l l a spr i n g  ses s i on wh ich  I be l i eve is what the Member wants to ensure 
takes pl ace ,  because if the amendment goes through -- perhaps you cou l d  g i ve  me adv i ce ,  Mr . 
Chai rman, does that not mean that ( a) and ( b )  are automat i c a l l y  w i ped out? 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Your assessment i s  r i ght . To the amendment . Mr.  MacQuarri e .  

MR. MacQUARRI E :  Yes,  M r .  Chai rman , i f  that amendment went through there may be some quest ion as to 
whether the two schedu led  sessions wou l d  occur on schedu l e  but I woul d  assume that they st i l l  
wou l d ,  so we wou l d  have a sess i on commencing  i n  February and another sess ion commenc i ng i n  
October. It cou l d  be that under the terms of th i s  recommendat i on that the Assembly or the 
Execut ive  Counc i l  m ight ask for a spec i a l  sess ion i n  June of that year so we are up to three 
sess i ons . Now it cou l d  happen that i n  J u ly  or August there is someth i ng of a very urgent nature 
that needs to be addressed. Perhaps it mi ght be a war over the use of the Northwest Passage or 
somet h i ng l i ke that wh ich  the Member m i ght be v i tal l y  interested i n .  But if you have wri tten th i s  
k i nd of ru le  then a fourth ses s i on wou l d  not be al l owed . Al l I am saying  i s  that I wou l d  not l i ke 
to see the passage  of a mot i on that puts a cap or an upper l im i t  on the number of sess i ons that 
could be he l d  and that is what h i s  amendment i s  do i ng .  I w i l l  vote agai nst the amendment . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  To the amendment . Mrs.  Lawrence . 

MRS . LAWRENCE : Thank you, Mr. Chai rman . am very confused on these recommendat i ons that are i n  
front of us here . Recommendat i on 1 ,  why bother pass i ng i t  i f  we are g o i ng to have Recommendat i on 6 
where, at the request of the Executive  Counc i l ,  the Assembly w i l l  be c al l ed into  sess i on agai n .  I 
guess I am a b it  confused because there i s  go i ng  to be a l ot of -- what happens after s i x  weeks  i n  
the Febru ary ses s i on i f  we do not deal w i th al l the i mportant b i  1 1  s ?  I do not bel ieve that 
act i v i t i es i n  the Terr i tor i es are g o i ng to be l e s s ,  i n  fact we are go ing  to probably get more bi l l s  
to deal w i t h .  One recommendat ion  i s  contrad i ct i ng the other recommendat i on so I am real l y  confused 
about t h i s  whol e recommendat i o n .  Mahsi cho .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  To  the amendment . Mr . Pudl uk . 

MR.  PUULUK : I t h i nk I shou l d  be more c lear .  I was deal i ng with  on ly  Subru l e  ( 1 )  and now I wou l d  
l i ke to deal w i th  ( l )  and ( 2 )  at the same t ime .  I was  go i ng  to  make an amendment to  Subr u l e  ( 2 )  . . .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Mr.  Pud l u k ,  we can on ly  deal w i th  one amendment at a t ime. We w i l l  have 
to deal w ith  the amendment you have proposed . So to the amendment . Mr . Pud l u k .  

M R .  PUULUK: There i s  some confus i on al ready if  w e  are deal i ng w i t h  o n ly  Subru l e  ( 1 ) .  I t h i nk we 
sho u l d  real l y  deal w i th the Recommendation 6 as a who l e .  Thank you .  



( 

- 997 -

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): We are dealing with Recommendation 6 and the recommendation contains two 
parts to it . That makes up the whole motion. Right now we are considering your amendment to the 
motion. Mr . Erkloo . 

MR.  ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr . Chairman . To the amendment, I will not be abl e  to 
support it for the reason that we are able to meet, considering the recommendation, for twice a 
year for the Legislative Assembly and we could also meet three or four or five times if we wanted 
to but with the amendment to motion we will be able to meet two more times for this year . If there 
should be an emergency that arose we would  be ab l e  to meet only one time per year and it will not 
go more than three per year and I think with the amendment we are not ab 1 e to have any authority 
over the sessions and I will not be supporting the amendment to the motion. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): To the amendment. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Questi on .  

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been called. Mr . Gargan, to the amendment .  

MR. GARGAN :  Thank you, Mr. Chairman . I would like to have a question on whether -- for example 
this winter session we did recess for about three or four weeks and then resumed that session. 
Does this rule apply for this particular case? 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Gargan, we are dealing with an amendment . However, if you want 
points of clarification then I think the mover of the amendment could clarify certain points for 
you. But, for your information a session could be open-ended. It could last for two years if 
Members wished to have such a lengthy session . Then, if you hold two sessions within a given 
time frame then you woul d only be hol ding two sessions within your term of office. To the 
amendment, Mr .  Pudl uk. 

MR. PUDLUK: Are we still dealing with Subrule (l )(a) and (b ) ,  except (2)? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : We are dealing with your amendment, Mr. Pudluk, and your amendment now 
reads: "During the term of an Assembly, the Assembly sha ll  hol d not more than three sessions a 
year . "  And that is the amendment that we are voting on now or will be dealing with. To the 
amendment . 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question . 

Motion To Amend Motion To Schedu le  Two Sessions A Year With Special Sessions Convened Upon Request, 
Defeated 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee ) :  Question is being called. To the amendment . Question is being called . 
All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The amendment is defeated . 

---Defeated 

To the motion. Mr.  Curley, to the motion. 

Motion To Amend Motion To Schedule Two Sessions A Year With Special Sessions Convened Upon Request 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: Mr . Chairman, I think it is only right that the Assemb l y  would like to have a 
say as to when the special session should be held. Obviously it shoul d be indicated. Therefore, I 
wil l  move an amendment right after the second paragraph at the end of the comma there, " the 
Executive Council or Legislative Assembly shall request the Assembly into session''. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): You might want to consider "Legislative Assembly" before "the Executive 
Council" .  Your amendment is in order. To the amendment . 

AN  HON. MEMBER: Question . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) :  Question is being called.  Mr. MacQuarrie ,  to the amendment. 
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MR. MacQUARRIE:  Yes , if I could question the mover. I certainly approve of the intent but the Q 
need for it may arise when the Legislative Assembly is not in session and, therefore , technically 
it could not be the Assembl y that would call for the session. So , could it read, "upon the request 
of the Executive Council or the majority of Members of the Legislative Assembly" , or somet�ing. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): 
Legislative Assembly? 

Mr. MacQuarrie ,  wou l d  the Speaker be appropriate instead of the 

MR. PUDLUK: Point of order. 

---Laughter 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Point of order, Mr. Pudluk. 

MR. PUDLUK: Yes ,  Mr. Chairman. I recognize the second recommendation shou ld  be moved first and 
deal with it after. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : The amendment has been moved so we are dealing with the amendment that 
has been made by Mr. Curley. Mr. MacQuarrie was ask i ng a question of the mover in regard to his 
amendment. To the amendment. Mr. Curley. 

Motion To Amend Motion To Schedu l e  Two Sessions A Year With Speci al Sessions Convened Upon Request, 
Withdrawn 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Chairman , I do concur with the Member' s concern that the Members will not 
be together in one room somewhere and therefore it wil l be difficult. If the Legisl ature is in 
process then obviously it is meeting and therefore they do not have to make a special request to 
the Executive Council or to any other person. So , therefore, I think I will withdraw my original 
motion in that regard because i t  is confusing and appropriately I would give it back to the author, 
the chairman of the r u l e s  committee , to put in appropriate wording but it more l ikely should be "or 
request the Speaker" because he would certain l y  be co-ordinating comments from the other Members 
throughout. I am withdrawing my amendment. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. The amendment has been withdrawn, now we are dealing with the 
original motion. Mr. Richard, to the motion. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Motion To Amend Motion To Schedule Two Sessions A Year With Special Sess i ons Convened Upon Request 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes ,  I would like to move an amendment to number 2 of this recommendation and i t  
wou ld  be: " that upon the request of" ,  this is in the second line of number 2 ,  "upon the request of" 
and then I woul d  insert new wording: " the majority of Members of the Legislative Assembly, or" and 
then the remainder of the clause would be as it is. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): How would you determine the majority of the Assembly? Mr. MacQuarrie, 
your amendment is in order. To the amendment. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Motion To Amend Motion To Schedule Two Sessions A Year With Special Sessions Convened Upon Request , 
Carried 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes , there seems to be some confusion as to how it would read now. It would read: 
Number (2) "Notwithstanding (1) the Commissioner , upon the request of the majority of Members of 
the Legislative Assembly or the Executive Council, shall C d l l  the Assembly into session for the 
convening of special sessions." 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the amendment. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question is being called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
amendment is carried. 

---Carried 

To the motion as amended. Mr. Pudluk. 

0 
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MR. PUDLUK: Mr . Chairman, I am not really satisfied with your ruling which took place earlier when 
I was trying to make an amendment. The mover of this motion read from (1 ) (a) and (b ) and (2)  at 
the same time. You were allowing me only to deal with item (1) which was moved by the chairman of 
the standing committee and he was moving the motion from (1) (a) and (b) and (2) at the same time 
and I thought I was allowed co deal with those Recommendati ons (1) and then (b ) and (2) at the same 
time. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ): Just to clarify the concern here. The mot ion that was moved by the 
chairman of the committee of this particular report, the motion contains two parts, part (1 ) and 
part (2)  and that is the way the motion was moved. I, in turn, indicated that the motion was i n  
order. Then after that you wanted to make an amendment to the motion and the motion contains two 
parts to it. As chairman, I could only deal with one amendment at a time, whether you are dealing 
with part (1) or part (2).  I have to dispose of these amendments on the motion whenever they come 
to the floor. That is the way that these recommendations are moved for your consideration. 

To the motion, as amended. Mr. Pudluk. 

MR. PUDLUK: Mr. Chairman, I agree with you but one thing, that bracket should be removed -- (1) 
and (2 ) .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee ):  To the motion, as amended. Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, I was just going to indicate the fact that I realize the Member ' s  
concern. But I thi nk what was happening, in my view, was that he was making an amendment to his 
amendment. That is where, I think in my view, procedurally it did not go because he had already 
moved an amendment and, subsequently after some discussion, was trying to make another amendment to 
the motion as a whole. Therefore, in that regard as far as I was concerned, my understanding i s  
that you cannot make an amendment to your own motion. Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the moti on, as amended. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Benefit Of Fixed Calendar Dates 

MR. MacQUARRIE: The only real question remaining appears to be as to whether fixed calendar dates 
are desirable for the two sessions and I really believe that they are desirable because I think 
they would facilitate planning by the government and by the legi slation division that is preparing 
l egislation for consideration. It wou ld  have benefit to Assembly Members, the Assembly staff 
certainly, the media and even groups such as the regional councils which are forbidden in l aw I 
think, I recollect that, forbi dden in law to meet during the time that the Legislative  Assembly is 
meeting. So, having fixed calendar dates for the opening of the two major sessions would be 
beneficial I think for a lot of people and I support the recommendation. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ): Thank you. To the motion, as amended. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

Motion To Schedule Two Sessions A Year With Special Sessions Convened Upon Request, Carried As 
Amended 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee):  Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried as amended . 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard. 

Recommendation 7: Members' Statements 

MR . RICHARD: Mr . Chairman, Recommendation 7 deals with the concept of Members' statements. This 
is one of the significant changes that the committee is recommending. This topic was discussed at 
length in caucus or informal meeting i n  March, and it follows a change, Mr . Chai rman, that is b eing 
made in some other j urisdictions, notably in the House of Commons . They have been doing it for the 
1 ast year or so and in Queen ' s  Park in Toronto for the 1 ast number of months. The Members of the 
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comm i ttee met w ith some of those parl i amentar i ans and l eg i s l ators i n  recent weeks , and ,  w ithout Q except i o n ,  everyone fee l s  that t h i s  change was very benef i c i al to i nd i v i d ual Members i n  
part i c i pat i ng i n  the process i n  the Assemb l y .  

T h i s  l ed our comm i ttee to recommend that a s imi l ar procedure b e  impl emented i n  our Assembl y to 
pro v i de an opportun i ty for i n d i v i dua l  Members to express themse l ves on matters which are of concern 
to them and the ir  const i tuent s ,  and that th i s opportun ity  be made avai l ab l e  to them on a d ai l y  
basi s .  Mr. Cha i rman ,  i t  can be compared to two other matters which we have on our orders of the 
day now. One is repl i e s .  Members understand rep l i e s .  They are in a sense m i n i -rep l i e s  that are 
avai l ab l e  every day that we set for a period of two m i nutes each.  

In  Br i t i sh Col umb i a  the r u l es there al l ow pri vate Members to make a statement that is  conf i n ed to 
one matter. It cannot rev i ve d i scussion on the matter wh i c h  had prev i ous ly  been d i scussed . It  
shal l not ant i c i p ate a matter wh i ch has been put down for cons i der at i on by the Hou se, and i t  shal l 
not concern a po i nt of pr i v i l eg e .  

Our commi ttee was o f  the v i ew that our Assembly shou l d  be l ess restr i ct i ve  w i t h  regard to the use  
of  Members ' statements and  fol l ow more c lose ly the Ottawa examp l e .  Thei r  stand i ng orders i n  Ottawa 
al l ow ord i nary Members to make a statement for not more than 90 seconds each day in the 15 m i nute 
per iod  that is prov i ded for pr i or to oral quest i on per i o d .  Those r u l es prov i de i n  Ottawa that the 
Speaker can order a Member to s i t  down if i n  the Speaker ' s  op i n ion  the Member i s  making an improper 
use of the stand i n g  order on Members ' statement s .  What con st i tut es improper use i s  not def i ned , 
but the Speakers of the House of Commons have stated th at th i s  opportun i ty i s  not to be used to 
convey congratu l atory messages , to read newspaper art i c l e s  or ed i tori al s ,  to comment on l ega l  
act ions ,  nor  for what the Speaker considers fr i v o l ous purposes .  

Under our recommended procedure, the per iod  before oral questions woul d  be  for Members, i n c l u d i n g  
M i n i sters , to  rai se matters of concern to  them. Statements cou l d  be  made by  Members who are 
M i n i sters, but those statements cou l d  not rel ate to the M i n i ster ' s  respon s ib i l ity as a M i n i ster . 
£very Member wou l d  be recogn i zed by the Speaker for a maximum of two mi nutes to make a statement . 
We were ab l e  to put the two mi nutes i n  for everybody, Mr . Chairman ,  because we have on l y  24 
Members, who wou l d  use a maximum of 48 mi nutes. It  i s  not as if we were l i ke the House of Commons ,  
where they have 280 Members .  They c l early cou l d  not l et everybody speak every day, but we  fee l , 
for the tr i a l  per i od at l east ,  that we shou l d  imp lement t h i s  and al l ow everybody to have a say on 
someth ing  that concerns the Member for two mi nutes maximum each day .  

Before I make my mot i o n ,  Mr . Chai rman , I mi ght ask that Members refer to page 26 i n  the Eng l i sh 
vers i o n .  I do not know i f  the I nukt i tut vers i on i s  numbered , but i f  a l l  of these recommendations  
are accepted, you wi l l  see that i n  the new order of bus i ness ,  after the prayer there wou l d  be  
M i n i sters ' statements and  then Members ' st atement s .  T hat wou l d  be the opportun i ty for the Speaker 
to cal l on Members to make a short statement on one matter . 

Mot ion To Add Ru le  Al l ow ing  Members ' Statements 

I move that the fo l l ow i ng  new ru l e  be added : 

( 1 )  A Member may be recogni zed to make a statement on any matter . 
( 2 )  The Speaker may order a Member to resume h i s  seat i f ,  i n  the op i n i on of the Speaker, i mproper 
use is made of such st atement s .  
( 3 )  Statements made under R u l e  ( 1 ) : ( a ) shal l not exceed two mi nutes ; ( b )  shal l be confi ned to one 
matter; and ( c )  shal l a l l ow every Member to make one statement per day. 
( 4 )  A M i n i ster may make a statement i n  accordance with R u l e  ( 1 )  but such statements must not re l at e  
t o  the Member ' s  respon s i b i l i ty a s  a Mi n i ster . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee ) : Your mot ion  i s  i n  order . To the mot i o n .  Mr . T ' Se l e i e .  

MR. T ' SELE I E :  M r .  Cha irman , I have a quest ion  o n  th i s r u l e .  I n  one of the ru l es that i s  made for 
t h i s  new r u l e ,  on page 1 1 ,  i t  says that ( b )  statements " sha l l not rev i ve d i scuss i on on a matter 
wh i ch has been d i scussed i n  the same sess i on" . I am wonder i ng how far that ru l e  goes i n  terms of 
d i scuss ion ,  whether that means d i scussion that takes pl ace i n  committee of the who l e  or d i scu s s i on  
that i nvol ves Members ' statement s .  If one Member were to  d i scuss a top i c  and I wanted to make a 
statement the next d ay, I am wonder ing  whether I wou l d  be r u l ed out of order , based on thi s 
restr i c t i on on statement s .  

0 



( 

- 1001 -

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Richard. 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chairman, my friend from Sahtu was referring to the middle of page 11. Those are 
the rules in Brit i sh Columbia, and we felt that we should not adopt that one restriction that Mr. 
T' Seleie was referring to. So if you turn to p age 12 , th i s  is our recommendation, and we are not 
recommending that one restriction. We took it out. So you would be free to d iscuss in your little 
short statement something that had previously been discussed in committee of the whole or anywhere. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will vote against this recommendation. I had provided 
written comments to the committee on a number of the recommendations. This was one of them. 
Obviously my thoughts did not influence the majority of the Members of the committee. But I will 
reiterate them in the hope that there may be more reasonable Members sitting in the House at the 
present time. 

The point that I tried to make was that as much as was reasonably possible, and I guess you have to 
keep i n  mind that th i s  is coming from an i nveterate t alker , but as much as is reasonably possible, 
a House should remain action ori entated. Th at is , when there is speech , it should be speech to 
some specific purpose. And I think that daily statements by Members simply do not contribute to 
that at all. Not only do they not contribute , I believe they are not really necessary. Members 
now h ave a number of occasions , many occasions , in which they can express to the House the kinds of 
concerns that they h ave. That includes a reply to the Commissioner' s Addres s ,  the opportunity to 
put questions, both written and oral , to propose mot i on s ,  to debate b i lls and policies. And on top 
of all of that, just as in this small NWT the med ia  has reasonable access to politicians, it i s  
true the other way around too,  that poli ticians have reasonably easy access t o  the media. I t  seems 
to me that all of that together is sufficient. 

It i s  obvious that each Member, occas ionally, h as good reason to announce something or to state 
something that is of particular concern to hi s constituents but whi ch is of general interest as 
well. Under our present rules ,  1�ith some flexibility , the Speaker has tradi tionally offered an 
opportunity at the end of the day for Members to make such announcements under an item 
" announcements from the floor". I think that that is adequate. If we were to go the step further 
and put this i n ,  then if the statements that are made are argumentative in nature, I feel they 
should not be made in a context which would prevent further argument immedi ately. And if they are 
merely to be factual in nature, I think they can be made in some other way. I just think that it 
would not contribute to the effective work of this House every day on the order p aper to make 
allowance for 24 statements from Members. So I will vote against the recommendation. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been called. All those in favour? Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Motion To Amend Motion To Add Rule Allowing Members' Statements ,  Defeated 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes , I had hoped to hear further di scussion and if I thought that the 
recommendation might be defeated, I would h ave been happy and let it go at that. But a quick 
reading tells me that it might very well pass. So I will make an amendment to the recommendation, 
Mr. Chairman. I am looking at ( 3 )(c). I will amend i t  to read " (c) shall allow every Member to 
make one statement once per week during each session". 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Your amendment is in order. To the amendment. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been ca 1 1  ed. To the amendment. 
Opposed, if any? The amendment is defeated. 

- --Defeated 

All those in favour? 
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Mot ion  To Add R u l e  Al l owi ng Members ' Statements , Carr i e d  

T o  the moti on . 

AN HON .  MEMBER :  Quest i o n .  

CHAI RMAN ( M r .  Wah-Shee ) : Al l those i n  favour? Opposed , i f  any? The motion i s  carri ed . 

- - -Carr i ed 

we wi l l  take a 15 mi nute coffee break . 

---SHORT RECESS 

The commi ttee wi l l  come to orde r .  We are on page 1 4 .  Mr . Ri c h ard . 

MR . RI CHAR D :  Thank you ,  Mr . Chairman . Those ei ght recommendat i o n s ,  or seven,  I am sorry, conclude 
the recommen dations that i nv o l ve new r u l e s .  The fo l l owing  ser i es of recommendat i o ns are 
recommend at i on s  that requ i re amendments to exi sting r u l e s  of the Assemb l y .  I know, Mr . Chai rman , 
that Members are q u i te exci ted about a l l  of these procedural change s ,  and I just ask that Members 
contain thems e l ve s  because when we h it  Recommen dat i on 1 5 ,  known as the " no smok ing "  recommendat i o n ,  
i nterest wi l l  h i t  a peak at that t ime .  

---Laughter 

MR. McCALLUM: It i s  not a " no smoki ng" , it  i s  a no coffee, everyt h i ng . 

Recommendat i on 8 :  Commi s s i oner ' s  Address 

MR . R I CHAR D :  But deal i ng w i th them in turn though ,  Mr . C h a i rman, Recommendat i on 8 dea l s  with the 
Comm i s s i oner ' s  Addres s .  Our commi ttee recommends that the t i t l e  of the address be change d .  The 
committee fee l s  that the current t i t l e ,  Comm i s s i oner ' s  Address ,  i s  mi sl ead i ng as, with the advent 
of mi ni ster i al government and with  the ro l e  of the Execut i ve Counci l being enhanced , the address i n  
fact i s  an announcement of the Executive  Counc i l ' s  l e g i s l at ive  program and di rect i on for the 
future , not that of the federal l y  appointed Comm i s s i oner . Th i s  recommendat i o n ,  then,  s imp ly  
supports the progress i ve assumption of  responsi b i l i ty by el ected Members i n  a move toward fu l l y  
respon s i b l e  government . Our commi ttee recommends that the Comm i s s i oner, however , cont i nu e  to read 
the open i ng address at each sessi onal open i n g .  

Motion  That "Commi s s i oner ' s  Address" B e  Renamed "Ope n i ng Address"  And B e  Read At The Beg i nn i ng Of 
Every Ses s i o n ,  Carr i ed 

I move that : ( 1 )  al l references to the "Commi ss i oner ' s  Address" now cont ai ned i n  the ru l e s  be 
amended to read " Open i n g Addres s " ;  and (2 )  the fol  l ow i n g  new rule  be added. Every sess i o n  s h al l 
beg i n  with an "Openi ng Address" read by the Comm i s s i oner of the Northwest Terr i tor ies .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you .  Your mot i o n  i s  i n  order . To  the mot i on . Mr . Pudl uk . 

MR . PUDLUK : Mr . Chai rman , I h ave a quest i o n .  Are we tal k i n g  about two open i n g  addresses a year? 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Mr . R ic har d .  

MR . RICHAR D :  Yes , Mr . Chai rman,  if  there were on ly  two se s s i o n s ,  because of Recommend at i on 6 ,  
there wou l d  b e  an open i ng address at the beg i n n i ng o f  the Febru ary session and an open ing address 
at  the begi n n i ng of the October session  and a l so an open i ng address at the beg i n n i ng of any other 
session  that was c a l l ed by the Commi s s i oner. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr.  Wah-Shee ) :  To the mot i o n .  Do I he3r ques t i on? 

AN HON . MEMBER : Quest i on .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Question  has  been cal l ed .  A l l  those i n  favour? Opposed, if any? The 
mot i on is c arried . 

- - -Carr i ed 

0 
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Mr .  R i chard . 

Recommendat i on 9 :  De l et i on O f  Mot ion  Of Apprec i at i on 

MR.  R ICHARD: Mr . Chai rman , Recommendat i on 9 deal s with  the mot ion  of apprec i at i on and the 
fol l owi ng Recommendat ion  10 deal s w i th rep l i es to open i ng addresses . We are recommend i ng a fe�, 
changes here . F i r st l y ,  the commi ttee felt  and th i s  was i n  response to some comments rece ived by 
Members of the Assemb l y  that the reference to the mot i on of apprec i at i on i n  the ru les  shou l d  be 
del eted . It has been found to be very confu s i n g .  Ru l e  26 has not been treated as a mot i on i n  that 
it i s  never voted on, nor in recent t imes has i t  been treated as a Members '  repl y. The practi ce of 
the Speaker recent ly  i s  to i nform the Members who have moved and seconded the mot i on on open i ng day 
that they wi l l  have an opportunity on a subsequent day to g i ve their rep l y  i n  fu l l .  The current 
ru l e ,  the n ,  i n d i cates that the mot i on i s  to express apprec i at ion  to the Comm i s s i oner and t i e s  i t  i n  
with the Members ' abi l i ty to g i ve the rep ly .  The commi ttee i s  recommendi ng  that there be changes 
to de l ete that reference to a mot ion  of apprec i at i o n .  

Th i s recommendat i o n ,  Mr . Chai rman, uses the ru l e  numbers . If Members d o  not have the i r  l i ttl e 
green r u l e  books to refer to, Mr . Schauerte, out s i de the ropes , has some extra copi es for Members . 
Perhaps for mysel f .  R u l e  26 ( 1 )  t a l k s  about a motion of apprec i at i o n ;  Rul e 37 ( i )  refers to the 
mot i on of appreci at ion and R u l e  50 is the word i ng of the motion of appreci at i o n .  What we are 
recommend i ng i s  that these be del eted . 

Mot i on To Del ete Ru les  26 ( 1 ) ,  37 ( i )  And 50, Carr i ed 

I mov e ,  Mr . Chai rman , that Ru les  26 ( 1 ) ,  37 ( 1 )  and 50 be del eted . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you .  Your mot i on i s  i n  order . To the mot ion . 

AN HON . MEMBER : Quest i on .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Quest ion  has been cal l ed .  Al 1 those i n  f avour? Opposed , i f  any? The 
mot i on is c arr i ed .  

---Carr i ed 

Mr. R i chard. 

Recommendat ion  10: Repl i es To Open i ng Address 

MR. R I CHAR D :  Mr. Chai rman, the next Recommendat ion  10 deal s w i th rep l i es to the openi ng addre s s .  
We are recommend i n g  that , w ith the new name "Ope n i ng Address" , it be cal l ed "Rep l ies  to t he  Ope n i ng 
Address" so as not to confuse i t  wi th Members '  statements . We are further recommend i n g  that 
repl i e s  to the open i ng address not be p l aced on the order p aper for the open i ng day. Most Members 
do not have access to the open i n g  address read by the Commi s s i o ner and wou l d  be unabl e to make any 
wel l -prepared comments i n  the i r  rep l y  with  respect to the content of that open i ng addres s .  

Al so ,  our comm i ttee, after much consu l tat i on and di scuss ion w i t h  other MLAs , i s  recommend ing  that 
the rep l i es to the open i n g  address on ly  be p l aced on the order paper for the f i rst 12 d ays of the 
sess ion ,  1 2  s i tt i ng days .  We are al so recommend i ng ,  Mr . Chai rman , that there be a l im i t  of 30 
mi nutes on  the l ength of a rep l y ,  for reasons that were d i scussed when we d i scussed thi s i n  caucus 
a few months ago .  In recent years ,  the open j ng day has fal l en on a Wednesday, and s i nce th i s  
commi ttee now has accepted Recommendat ion  6 ,  the sess ions  wou l d  begin on a Wednesday and the 1 2  
s i tt i ng days wou l d  i nc l ude two weekends for Members to prepare the i r  repl i e s . Our commi ttee fe lt  
that if  we set the f i rst 12 days on ly ,  th is  wou l d  prevent a prob l em whereby many Members l eave 
the i r  rep l i e s  to the l ast few d ays j ust before prorogat i o n .  Th i s ,  comb i ned w i t h  Recommendati on 7 
about the new concept of Members ' statements , that you c an get up every day and g i ve a short two 
mi nute statement -- i n  the South in one of the jur i sd ict ions  they are cal l ed short snappers -- you 
have that opportun i ty every d ay, we felt was not too much of a hardsh i p ,  to say your reply h ad to 
be restri cted to 30 mi nutes . 
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Mot i on To De l ete R u l e  26 And Rep l ace With New R u l e  26 

Mr. Chai rman , I move that Ru le  26 be del eted and rep l aced with the fo l l ow i n g :  26 ( 1 )  Every Member 
may make one rep l y  to the Open i ng Address and may speak on any and a l l  matters . ( 2 )  The i tem 
" Repl i e s  to the Open i ng Address" shal l be pl aced on the orders of the day on the next s i tt i ng day 
after the speech i s  read . ( 3 )  The item "Rep l i es to the Open i ng Address" shal l appear on the 
orders of the d ay for the next 11 s itt ing days. Subrul e ( 4 )  A Member ' s  "Rep l y  to the Ope n i ng 
Address" s h al l not exceed 30 m i n utes . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you. Your motion i s  i n  order . To the motion .  Mr. T ' Se le i e .  

MR . T ' SELE I E :  Mr. Ch a i rman, I do not agree that we need to reserve 1 2  d ays to make a reply to the  
open i ng address .  I wou l d  l i ke to see i t  the way i t  i s  r i ght now, where Members are al l owed to make 
the rep l y  on a day of their choo s i n g .  So,  I wo u l d  l i ke to move that as a mot i on . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Mr . T ' Se l e i e, you cannot move to del ete the whole mot i o n .  I t h i nk what 
you can d o ,  though ,  i s  make an amendment to the mot i o n .  

M R .  MacQUARR I E :  Poi nt o f  order. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Mr. MacQuarr i e ,  poi nt of order. 

MR.  MacQUAR R I E :  Thank you ,  Mr . Chairman . Based on an ear l ier  ru l i n g ,  I wou l d  gather t h at you are 
l oo k i ng at t h i s  ent i re structure as a s i ng l e  motion on the part of the commi ttee , and I woul d 
submit that i t  i s  i n  order to del ete a part of that mot i o n ,  that that wou l d  be an accept ab l e  
amendment . A Member cou l d  move that t h i s  motion b e  amended b y  de let ing  such and such a reference . 
I wou l d  subm i t  that that i s  the case,  but I ask your further con s i d er at i o n ,  Mr . Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  The Member i nd i c ated t h at he d i s agreed with  the whol e  th i ng ,  so what I 
i n d i cated to the honourab l e  Member i s  that he c an make an amendment to the motion that we are 
deal i ng wi th  here right now . Mr . T ' Se l e i e .  

M R .  T ' SE L E I E :  Mr . Chairman , I am not ag a inst mak i ng rep l i e s .  I am ag ainst  putt i ng a restri cti on 
of 12 d ays when you c an make them ,  and that is the sect i on of the mot i on that I wo u l d  l i ke to see 
d e l eted . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Mr . T ' Se l e i e ,  wou l d  you be prepared to make an cVTiendment i f  that i s  the 
i ntent? Are you want ing  to make an amendment to 26 ( 3 ) ?  I s  that the amendment you wi sh to make, 
Mr. T ' Se l e ie?  I n  that c ase , wou l d  you i n d i c ate to the committee what your amendment i s ? 

Mot i on To Amend Mot i o n  To Del ete R u l e  26 And Repl ace W i t h  New R u l e  26 

MR. T ' SELEI E :  Mr. Chairman, I wou l d  l i ke to amend R u l e  26 by de l et i ng the thi rd part of R u l e  26 . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Okay, Mr . T ' Se l e i e .  Your amendment i s  to d e l ete 26 ( 3 ) .  Your amendment 
i s  in order . To the amendment . Mr . Butters . 

HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr.  Chairman , a l though I am a Member of the r u l e s  commi ttee, I take exception to 
t h i s  part i c u l ar recommendat i o n  and wou l d  agree to and wi l l  support Mr . T ' Se l e i e ' s  amen dmen t .  I d o  
not feel t h at there i s  an abuse of the l at i tude wh ich  the Speaker now permi ts Members of thi s 
House, to speak throughout the term of the part i cu l ar s i t t i n g .  There may b e  a l i tt l e  congest ion  on 
the l ast d ay that such remarks are al l owed , but I do not t h i n k  it upsets the busi ness of the House,  
nor does i t  impede the  b u s i ness of  the  House.  1 fee  1 i t  wo u l d  be important to  g ive  the  Members as  
w i de a l ati tude as  pos s i b l e .  

We know how i mportant free speech i s .  We know how many countr ies  i n  t h i s  worl d d o  not have the  
abi l i ty o f  freedom of  speech, and  freedom of  speech shou l d  be a major tenet of th i s  House,  or  any 
Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  i n  the free wor l d .  To restr i ct the opport un i t i es of Members to speak freel y  
on the behal f of their  consti tuents i s  unacceptab l e ,  so I am very much i n  strong support of Mr . 
T ' Se l e i e ' s  amendment . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  To the amendment.  Mr. MacQuarr i e .  
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MR . MacQUARR I E :  Yes , I am ab sol utely sympathet i c  to the Member ' s  i ntent ion  and agree w i t h  the 
comments t h at were j u st made by the honour able  Member for I n uv i k .  However, I wo u l d  l i ke to point 
out that the way th i s  recommendat i o n  is  structured, if  i t  passes at  al  1 ,  Rul e 26 ( 2 )  is  del eted 
ent i rely.  The who l e  of R u l e  26 ( 2 )  wou l d  be del eted -- the exi s t i n g  R u l e  26 ( 2 ) , and if you d i d  not 
-- if Mr . T ' Se l e i e ' s  mot ion  went ahead and you del eted i tem ( 3 ) ,  there wou l d  be no other reference 
to when you could  make Members'  rep l i e s ,  and under what is written here i t  wo u l d  appear that 
Members then wo u l d  have the r i ght to repl y  only on the d ay after the open i ng address i s  made. 

So, al l I am stat i n g  is that I agree with the amendment to de l ete th i s ,  but I wou l d  suggest to the 
Member that there must be another phrase to repl ace i t ,  to descr ibe exactly wh at we mean now and I ,  
for one,  am very wi 1 1  i ng to recess for a few m i n utes whi l e  the Member and the Cl erk frame such an 
amendment . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  We have an amendment on the fl oor and we have to proceed w i th the  
amendment . The  amendment has  been  rul ed in  order so real l y  we  are deal i n g  w ith  the  amendment .  To 
the amendment . Mr. MacQuarr i e .  

MR. MacQUARR I E :  Cou l d  I make an amendment to t h e  amendment, Mr . C h a i rman? 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : It depends on how it is worded. I w i l l  have to r u l e  on i t ,  b ut cert a i n l y  
you can proceed to make an amendment t o  the amendment . Mr . MacQuarr i e .  

MR.  MacQUAR R I E :  Yes , I wi l l  add a n  amendment to the amendment ,  Mr . Cha i rman . I t  i s  that once the 
i tem ( 3 )  i s  del eted -- can I do  t h at?  I-Je l l ,  I presume the exist ing  amendment is "I  move that i t em 
( 3 )  be del eted . "  I s  that correct? My words are fol l owing on that.  I move th at i tem ( 3 )  be 
del eted and repl aced by the fol l ow i ng ( 3 ) . "The I tem ' Re p l i es to the Open i ng Addres s ' s h a l l  be  
p l aced on  the orders of the day for every s i tt i ng day fol l owing"  -- okay -- " every s i t t i na day 
thereafter" - - and th at i s  refer.r i ng back to ( 2 )  - - "except on the d ay desi gnated for prorogat i on "  . 
For Members ' i nformat i o n ,  that i s  essenti al l y  the word i ng of the ex i st i ng cl ause.  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  
cond i t i on . . .  

Mr . MacQuarr i e ,  i n  regard to your amendment you are putt i ng a 

HON.  TOM BUTTERS: P o i nt of order . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  . . .  i n  terms of the de letion .  There i s  a cond i t ion attached to i t  so 
therefore it is not real l y  i n  orde r .  Your amendment to the amendment i s  not in order . Your po i nt 
of order, Mr .  Butters . 

HON . TOM BUTTER S :  Mr. Chai rman,  I do not bel i eve that any Member wi shes to obstruct other Members 
to improve ru les  or l eg i s l at i o n ,  and I am quite sure that when the suggest i on was made th at we 
recess t h at t h i s  was not the i ntent or the c ase .  But I am wonder i n g ,  in v i ew of the fact t h at n o  
recess w a s  permi tted , whether w e  mi ght have av ai l ab l e  t o  us  our Law C l er k ,  who can l i sten to the 
po ints  be i ng made by some Members and prov i de for us  an amendment whi ch wi l l  do what Members w i s h  
i t  t o  d o  w h i c h  i s  t o  remove th i s  obnox i ous  . . .  

MR.  MacQUARR I E :  . . .  needed by techn ica l i ti e s .  

---L aughter 

SOME HON .  MEMBERS : ( I naud i b l e  commen t s )  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Order , p l ease . Mr . Butters ,  you have no po int  o f  order there . The 
ru l i ng on amendments and mot i ons  i s  real l y  the respons i b i l ity of the chai rman of the commi ttee and 
it is not real l y  the respon s i b i l i ty of the Law Cl erk . Mr . T ' Se l e i e ,  to the anendment th at you 
made . We are deal i n g w i th your amendment.  Mr . T ' Se l e i e .  

Mot i o n  To Amend Mot i o n  To Delete R u l e  26 And Repl ace W i t h  New R u l e  26 , Wi thdrawn 

MR. T ' SE LE I E :  Mr . Chairman , I wou l d  l i ke to withdraw my amendment . 

---Wi thdrawn 
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MR . MacQUARR I E :  Point  of orde r .  

CHAI RMAN ( M r .  Wah-Shee ) :  T o  the mot i o n .  A po i n t  of order , Mr . MacQuarr i e .  

MR . MacQUARR I E :  Cou l d  I ask the adv ice  of the Cl erk o f  the Assembly as t o  the proper procedure for 
el i m i n at i ng what i s  wri tten in i tem ( 3 )  now and rep l ac i ng i t  with  the substance of what i s  in 26 ( 2 )  
i n  the ex i st i ng ru les?  

AN HON . MEMBER : Hear , hear ! 

MR.  MacQUARR I E :  Mr . Chairman . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Just so that we m i n 1 m 1 ze confus i o n  here . The moti on was org i n al l y  
i ntroduced, we consi dered an amendment to the mot i o n ,  and then an amendment t o  the amendment was 
proposed , wh i c h  was r u l ed out of order . Then we were deal i ng w i t h  the <"YTiendment to the mot i on ,  
wh ich was wi thdrawn . Therefore now we are back t o  the or ig i nal  mot ion.  So real l y  we have t o  
address ourselves  t o  the motion o n  the floor.  Therefore w e  have t o  deal w i t h  the mot i o n .  On the 
other point t h at was rai sed by Mr. MacQuarr i e ,  it i s  not withi n the tradi t i on of the parl i amentary 
system to have the Cl erk have any v o i ce i n  the c h amber so therefore you can raise  your concern to 
the chairman and the cha irman can in turn take t h at i n to consi der at i o n .  To the mot ion . Mr . 
MacQuarri e .  

MR . MacQUAR R I E :  Thank you very much for that adv i ce ,  Mr . Chairman . In the meant ime,  I h ad adv i c e  
from my pr i v ate l eg al adv i ser . . .  

---Laughter 

. . .  who i s  a l so the cha irman of the s pe c i al commi ttee on ru les  and proced ures , b ut he is object i ve 
and very fai r and h e  has to l d  me how to do i t  so I shal l do i t ,  Mr . Chairman , i f  i t  meets w ith  your 
approval . 

Mot i on To Amend Mot i o n  To De l ete R u l e  26 And Repl ace W i t h  New Ru l e  26 , Carried 

I move t h at Subru l e  ( 3 )  in the motion be amended so that in the l ast l i ne of Subru l e  ( 3 )  all  of the 
words in it be e l i m i nated and repl aced by these words : "every s i tt i n g  day thereafter, except on 
the day desi gnated for prorogat i on " .  The whol e  subrule w i  1 1  now read , "The item ' Rep l i es  to the 
Ope n i ng Address '  s h al l appear on the orders of the day for every s i t t i n g  day thereafter, except on 
the day des i gnated for prorogat i on . "  Does that meet w i th your approv al , Mr. Cha irman? 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr.  Wah-Shee ) :  Your amendment i s  in order . I am just trying to keep you accord i ng to 
the ru l e s .  To the amendment . Do I hear a quest i o n ?  

SOME HON .  MEMBERS:  Quest i o n .  

CHAI RMAN ( M r .  Wah-Shee ) :  Quest i on has been cal l ed to the amendment . Al l those i n  favour? 
Opposed , if any? The amendment is carri ed . 

- - -Carr i e d  

T o  t h e  mot i on a s  amended. M r .  Butter s .  

Mot ion  T o  Amend Mot i on T o  Del ete R,u l e  26 And Repl ace W i th New R u l e  26 ,, A s  Amended 

HON . TOM BUTTERS :  Mr . C h a i rman, I wou l d  l i ke to move that we delete 26 ( 4 ) .  I move that the House 
del ete 26 ( 4 ) , " A  Member ' s  ' Rep ly  to the Open i ng Addres s '  sha l l not exceed 30 mi nutes . "  

AN HON . MEMBE R :  Hear , hear ! 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Mr.  Butters , your <"YTiendment i s  i n  order. To the amendmen t .  Mr.  Butters .  

HON . TOM BUTTERS :  Mr . Chai rman , ag a i n  the amendment i s  p l aced for the s ame reason that the other 
one was r ai sed and that is that Members have very few opport un i t i e s  in which  they can cover the  
who l e  spectrum of  the i r  community concerns . I do not th i nk the current procedure or process i s  
ab used.  Sometimes Members ' responses take no more t h an f i v e  mi nutes.  Sometimes they may take an  
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hour. I believe that until there is some way in whi ch  Members can have other opportuni ti es to 
raise their concerns about their constituencies that we should not touch the response to the 
opening address. It is a very important opportunity for Members to indicate to the House 1�hat 
they, only, know and can communicate. I would hate to see this opportunity reduced and dimini shed 
by this rule. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the amendment. The amendment is to delete 26(4). Yes, to 
take it out. To the amendment. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, I would just like to speak to reinforce the remarks made by the honourable 
Member previous. I think that in the parliamentary system there has been a long traditi on that 
there should be an opportunity for elected representatives to address any and all matters , and that 
is reaffirmed in the proposed rule change. Any and all matters that are of concern to that Member 
and the people he represents and not only in his own constitutency but across the jurisdiction. 
That opportunity , if it is to address any and all matters, cannot necessarily be fitted within a 
specific time frame, nor should i t  be. I think that at least once in a session there should be 
that unfettered opportunity to say what is really on the m ind of the representative,  and I can only 
agree that in the past we have had, sometimes, some long replies. We have also had some short 
ones. I ,  for one, am willing , i f  it is on one occasion like that, to li sten to what Members have 
to say. I do not begrudge that time and I do not think that granting it has unduly prolonged the 
sessions that we have had. It may be that other things do it but not th at opportunity. I 
absolutely agree with the amendment. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. To the amendment. Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY:  Thank you ,  Mr. Chairman. I would also support the amendment. One of the 
problems in being a Minister is the inability to be able to speak on constituency issues in the 
Assembly, and the reply to the Commissioner's Address is the one opportunity that we have to 
address a whole range of problems that we have in our constituency. I do not resent it as I think 
the intention was not to restrict this. I think it was just to try and bring some time limits to 
it , but I really feel that you cannot place time limits on consti tuency problems. There are some 
constituencies that may have much worse problems than others and it may take a lot more time to 
address those problems, like Mr. McCallum's or even Mr. Butters' , whose region is in a very 
depressed state economically because of the pull-out of the oil and gas. He may need the extra 
time to address all the problems he has. I really think that we cannot start restricting the time 
that a Member has to speak about his constituents' concerns. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the amendment. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Questi on. 

Are we ready for the question? 

Motion To Amend Motion To Delete Rule 26 And Replace With New Rule 26, As  Amended , Carried 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been called. All those in favour of the amendment? 
Opposed, if any? The amendment is carried. 

---Carried 

To the motion as �nended. Do I hear question? To the motion as amended? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

Motion To Amend Motion To Delete Rule 26 And Replace With New Rule 26, Carried As Amended 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion as amended is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard. 

MR. R ICHARD: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. Our committee is the servant of all of the Members. We are 
only here to do what the Members want and as long as we get through the recommendations, that is 
fine with me. 
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Motion To Amend Rul e  32, Carried 

Mr. Chairman, Recommendation 10. I have two other consequential recommendations. I am on page 17 
now of the English version. Because we have changed the name to "Repl ies to the Opening Address "  
we have to  make a change to  R u l e  32. So , I move that Rule 3 2  be amended a s  fo 1 1  ows: " N o  Member 
sha l l  speak for more than 20 m i nutes at any time in debate but this l imitation does not apply to 
'Repl i es to the Opening Address ' and ' Members' statements' . "  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Your motion is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Question has been cal l ed. Al l those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion i s  carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard. 

Motion To Delete And Repl ace Rule 20 (1) , Carried 

MR. R I CHARD: Mr. Chairman, al so as a consequence of changing the name to " Opening Address " ,  we 
must make an amendment to Rul e  20(1) which is the subru le  which sets out the order of business for 
the opening day. 

I move, Mr. Chairman, that Ru le  20(1) be deleted and be repl aced by the fol l owing: "The order of 
business on the opening day of each session wi l l  be: 1. Prayer ; 2. Opening Address ; 3. Mini sters' 
Statements ;  4. Members' Statements ;  5. Oral Questions ; 6. Written Questions; 7. Petitions; 8. 
Reports of Standing and Special Committees ; 9. Tabling of Document s ;  10. Notices of Motion; 11. 
Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bil l s ;  12. Motions; 13. First Reading of Bil l s ;  14. Second 
Reading of Bil l s ;  15. Orders of the Day." 

Orders of the day is the term used in some jurisdictions for the committee of the whol e work. Mr. 
Chairman, for c l arification delete 1 5 ,  so that my motion stops in the printed version here at "14. 
Second Reading of B i l ls " .  

Mr. Chairman, if I might have a moment to consult with one of my resource persons. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): So , essential l y  you are not moving that motion right now. 

MR. RICHARD: I am in  the middle of moving it , sir. 

---Laughter 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Okay. 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chairman, on second or maybe third thought, my motion is as I first read it 
including Item 15 ,  Orders of the Day. That is my motion, sir. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Your motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes , may I just ask for an explanation. It is a l itt le  confusing but this is the 
opening day of the session, so do I understand that Item 15 wou ld  be an item where you expl ain what 
the orders of the day are for the fo l l owing day? I s  that why Item 15 is there? Could someone just 
clarify that for me? 

MR. RICHARD: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 
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CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard. 

Recommendation 1 1 :  Ministers' Statements 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chairman, the next recommendation deals with Ministers' statements which is 
currently Rule 21. The committee had quite a discussion about Ministers' statements and since this 
report was prepared we have had many conversations with our counterparts in other 
jurisdictions. 

Most Ministers in other jurisdictions have less flexibility and freedom than in our very liberal 
jurisdiction -- small "l" liberal. The committee is concerned that the Ministers' statements are 
becoming more and more frequent and 1 engthy. The committee does encourage Ministers to make 
statements of policy in this House before releasing the information to the public at large or to 
the media. These statements, however , in the view of the committee, should be short and factual. 

In addition to this concern, the committee has been made aware by Members of this Assembly of the 
desire to be able to make comments and respond to ministerial statements. The committee is of the 
opinion that Members should have an opportunity to discuss and debate the statements. Having 
copies of the statement delivered to each Member before the routine proceedings would enable the 
Members to be better prepared to put questions to Ministers concerning these statements. 

I n  some other jurisdictions, Mr. Chairman , they have recently implemented a provision on the orders 
of the day immediately after a Minister's statement where Members of the Assembly and the 
opposition can rise and for a limited time period respond to Ministers' statements. 

Also, in other jurisdictions there is a very specific time limit on Ministers' statements. Our 
committee being very liberal and wanting to be very fair to the Ministers of this government are 
not suggesting that there be such restrictions on them but we do wish to streamline the process and 
make some requirements of the Ministers as in the following recommendations. 

Motion To Delete Rule 21 And Replace With New Rule 2 1  

Mr. Chairman, I would move that Rule 21 be deleted and the following substituted therefor. 
" Subrule (1) A Minister may make a short , factual st atement of government policy. (2) A copy of 
each Ministerial statement, complete with translation, shall be filed with the Clerk one hour prior 
to the daily sitting of the Assembly that the statement is due to be given. (3) The Clerk shall 
transmit copies of al 1 statements to the Members prior to the daily sitting of the Assembly at 
which the statement will be made. (4) In  the case of an emergency, a Minister may make a statement 
without filing with the Clerk in accordance with Rule 21(2). (5)  Any Member may, without notice, 
move a Minister's statement into committee of the whole for discussion. The motion shall not be 
subject to debate or amendment. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Your motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, without being too partisan about this rule, I think we are 
gett ing into a situation where we really are attempting to restrict the freed�n -- we do not like 
the word "governing" but restricting the freedom to make appropriate or sometimes urgent -
something that is really necessary -- policy statements and to me this particular rule is 
infringing upon efficiency and therefore used not so much to try and create a fair debate in the 
House but rather to try and have advance information prior to opening of question period in that 
regard. 

You are asking for, in my view, a copy of this ministerial statement translated and all that, into 
what languages -- official languages or any languages? That is a rule that if I were in that 
position I would want to be very clear about. Which languages do you want it translated into? 
That is number one. That is a weakness in that motion. 
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A s  wel 1 ,  i f  the ru l e  i s  adopted, it wi 1 1  be one more bureaucracy that the government has to go U through pr i or to mak i n g  any major st atement . We have a l ready a very complex and d i ff i c u l t  way of 
get t i n g  some of our statements through , even wi thout many ru les  attached to the present pract i ce .  
I wou l d  now l i ke t o  ask a quest i on of the chai rman of t h e  commi ttee a s  to whether or not these 
k i n d s  of rules are pract i sed anywhere and if so,  which pro v i n ces have that k i nd of requi rement for 
m i n i ster i al st atements,  i n c l u d i n g  the Par l i ament of Canada? 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  Mr. R i chard . 

MR.  R I CHARD: Wel l ,  Mr .  Chairman, I hope I can answer t h at quest i o n .  If the quest ion i s ,  "Are 
there other j ur i s d i ct i ons  t h at require the advance copy?" the answer i s ,  yes .  In some 
ju r i sd i ct i on s ,  I bel i eve the federal Parl i ament i s  one of them, it i s  a pract i c e ,  not a rul e ,  that 
the copies are tendered to the l eaders of the v a r i ou s  oppos i t i o n  part i e s .  In  the provi nce of 
Ont ari o ,  Queen ' s  Park,  i t  i s  a r u l e  that such be done , i t  i s  not j u st a pract i c e ,  it i s  a ru l e ,  
Mr.  Speaker, i n  that j uri sd ict ion  that wi l l  not al l ow the M i n i ster t o  speak or read the st atement 
if the copies have not been provi ded to the l eaders of,  i n  Ontar i o ,  the two oppo s i t i on part i es .  I t  
so  happens i n  thi s j u r i s d i c t i o n  there are 1 6  oppos i t i on part i es at present. 

Mr. Chai rman , j ust general l y  to address the Mi n i ster ' s ,  Mr. Cur l ey ' s ,  concerns, the commi ttee f e l t  
- - and you have t o  appreci ate , Mr. Ch a i rman , t h at our committee i s  s imp l y  coming b ack to the 
Assemb l y  with  a summary of what we perceived  to be the m aj or i ty v i ews of the group of MLAs who form 
t h i s  Assemb l y  at t h i s  t i me -- it was felt  that it was not unreasonable to request Mi ni sters to 
prov ide  these statements ahead of t i me so that when the M i n i ster gets up, as happened th i s  wee k ,  a s  
a n  ord inary MLA I can have that i n  front of me . I c an fol l ow it a l ong when t h e  Mi n i ster i s  
speak i ng to i t  and u n der the new procedure imme d i ate ly  after M i n i sters ' st atements i s  Member s '  
statements, s o  I can then r i se i n  my p l ace and comment very br iefly for a maximum of two minutes o n  
t h at statement . I suggest, Mr . Chairman , i t  wou l d  be d i ff i c u l t  to do so i f  I had not seen the 
st atement i n  written form and was relying on my memory of what the Mi n i ster is saying  in his p l ace . 

As for the  ques t i on about tran s l at i o n ,  Mr . Chairman,  c l early  the i ntent there with the current 
make-up of the Assemb l y  is for the I n u i t  Members to rec e i v e  that M i n i ster ' s  statement in Inuktitut  
and  not i n  Eng l i sh so that i t  makes sense to them . They get the benef i t  of t h at ru le  in  thei r 
c i rcumstances and i f  the Mi ni ster fee l s  there shou l d  be c l arifi c at i on that trans l at i on i s  i nto how 
many l anguages, we l l  then , sure, l et someone make an amendment and c l ari fy i t .  But cl early that i s  
the i ntent of the ru l e ,  that i t  be for the I n u i t  Members , to transl ate i t  i nto Inukt itut .  Thank 
you .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  To the mot i o n .  Mr . McCal l um .  

Government Pol i cy Usual l y  Made Av ai l ab l e  To Oppo s i t i o n  

M R .  McCALLUM: M r .  Chai rman, I j u s t  want t o  i nd i cate t o  Members that we have seen t h i s  i n  pract i ce ,  
as Mr . R ichard h as sai d ,  i n  j uri sd ict ions  where party po l i t i c s are i nv o l v e d .  The M i n i ster ' s  pol i cy 
statement, because i t  i s  a st atement and government pol i cy i s  usual l y  g i ven to t h at Member of the 
oppos i t i on or Members of the oppo s i t i on who are cr i t i c s  of a part i c u l ar department so that they in 
fact can make comments . I n  pract i ce and i n  areas where we have v i s i te d  and from where �,e have 
received i nformat i o n ,  the cri t i c  i s  then ab l e  to stand up and make some comment on the government 
po l i cy. 

At the present t i me, Mr. Ch airman, Members other than those who are Mi ni sters have no knowl edge or 
cannot get copies  of the pol i cy st atement unl ess the Mi n i ster t ab l e s  i t .  There is noth i ng in our 
r u l e s  now that says the M i n i ster has to t ab l e  a part i cu l ar government pol icy. Unl ess a Min i ster 
gets up and says he is going  to t ab l e  i t ,  he reads it and t h at i s  the end of i t .  As Mr . Richard 
says, you rely upon l i sten i n g  and hear i n g  and tryi ng not to put words in  t he Mi n i ster ' s  mouth when 
you want to try to speak about it at another t i me because you can on ly  refer to the pol i cy during a 
ques t i on per i o d .  

After al l ,  I t h i n k  i t  only wou l d  b e  t o  t h e  government ' s  o r  the i nd i v i d u al M i n i ster ' s  good to g i ve 
Members a copy of the pol i cy so that i f  it i s  a pol  i cy and they want to have it adopted and 
rat i f i ed by the House,  then we wou l d  know and be able to speak i nte l l i gent l y  about i t .  
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As regards the busi"ness of emergency, there i s  a part i c u l ar cl ause i n  here that where there i s  an 
emergency, a M i n i ster c an make a statement wi thout f i l i ng with the C l erk , an d there may be 
i n stances when that i s  necessary. We have had examp l es i n  th i s  House during th i s  pal't'. cu l ar· 
sess i o n .  Our  p art i c u l ar reason for th i s i s  because we felt  we deserv e ,  as Members , an opport u n i ty 
to make comments on the pol i cy .  We do not operate on p arty pol i t i c s .  We do not have aart i cu l ar 
i nd i v i d u al cri t i cs o f  government department s .  We may have c r i t i c s  of a l l  government departments 
but not part i cu l ar to that.  

Agai n ,  as  Mr . R i chard has  i n d i cated , we are tal k i ng about the l anguages by wh i c h  Members of th i s  
House can operate and t h at i s  E ng l i sh and I nu k t i t ut . If there were Members who speak some of the 
Dene l anguages and they wo u l d  want to have it trans l ated i nto the i r  l anguage then t h at c an be asked 
for as wel l .  

C l early,  we are t a l k i n g  about the two l anguages for whi ch  cop i es are made here normal l y  of 
i nformat ion  or pol i c i e s ,  such as the ru l e s ,  where we have Eng l i sh and Inukti tut .  I t h i n k  it i s  
better for the government i tse lf  to make sure that Members are able to not o n l y  hear what the 
pol  i cy is but  where that po l i cy demands that some con s i derat i o n  of the House is made toward i t ,  
there has to be a way by which we MLAs can d i scuss i t .  Under the present r u l es there i s  no way I 
can , as a Member,  get up and ask to have that t ab l ed .  Our ru l es do not al l ow i t .  I f  we are 
al l owed to make a mot ion to move that i nto a commi ttee then I t h i n k  that i s  for the bett erment of 
government as wel l .  That i s  the reason for thi s .  We have seen th i s  pract i ce i n  v ar i ous  
j ur i sd i ct i ons across Canada.  Thank you .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr.  Wah-Shee) : To the mot ion .  Mr.  Curley.  

I ncrease To Wor k l oad Of I nterpreters And Transl ators 

HON . TAGAK CURLE Y :  Mr. Chairman, I wou l d  certa in ly  agree if  there was party pol i t i cs w ith thi s 
k i nd of ru l e  but g i v e n  the very sma l l  s i ze of the Leg i s l ature as we are and there i s ,  i n  my v i ew,  
tremendo u s l y  c l ose i nteract ion  with the M i n i sters and ord i n ary MLAs, I do not think  there i s  such a 
d i f f i c u l ty i n  gett i ng var ious  po l i cy statemen ts from M i n i sters when they do need them. To 
i ncorporate i t  i nto a r u l e ,  i n  my v i ew at the moment i s  creat i ng more b ac k l o g  with the i nterpreters 
because sure l y  you shou l d  consi der the fact that you are g o i ng to i ncrease the wor k l o ad to the 
i nterpreters an d tran s l ators and they l ack resources as wel l .  What I am tryi ng to say is t h at i f  
you real l y  want effi c i ency, consi der the l og j am that you are impos ing  upon them, as we l l  as 
tran s l at i ng l e g i s l at i on whi ch they cannot keep on top of, and that i s  an area t h at you are put t i ng 
pressure o n .  

The other t h i n g  i s  that I never , never once rec al l a M i n i ster ' s  statement moved i nto commi ttee of 
the who l e  by mot i on because they normal l y  are cover i ng i s sues t h at the Members are fami l i ar w i t h  
t h at are debated through the suppl ementary esti mates and budget proces s .  I n  my v i ew I can see what 
t h i s  is try i n g  to do but I c an al so  see that i t  i s  creating  a more cumber some way of operat i ng i n  
t h i s  very smal l s i zed Leg i s l ature.  I am not g o i ng to oppose i t  by vote but I am j ust mak i ng a 
statement because I t h i n k  i f  we want eff i c i ency we cou l d  have covered a number of i tems .  For 
i n s t ance , question period i s  not at al l addressed because t h at i s  the on ly  mech an i sm of the 
ord i n ary MLAs to rai se however many suppl ement ary quest i ons  they may wi sh to ask. In my v i ew, I 
t h i nk there sho u l d  be a 1 i m i t  as to how many suppl ementary quest i o n s  you can ask because i n  some 
cases you are ask ing  three d i fferent -- i t  i s  an unwri tten r u l e  in my v i ew. Thank you .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr.  Wah-Shee ) :  To the mot i on .  Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY : Thank you, Mr . Chai rman. I can see some major d iffic u l t i e s  i n  th i s  because i t  
i s  very poss i b l e  that what i s  go ing  to happen i s  the i nterpreter corps i s  going  to get l anded w i t h  
three or four or f ive  major st atements at 10 : 30 or l l  : 00 i n  t h e  morn i n g  and b e  asked to have them 
transl ated and del i vered to the Cl erk ' s  off i c e  by noo n .  Obv i o u s l y  we are go ing  to be t o l d  t h at i t  
i s  not pos s i b l e  s o  then the M i n i ster i s  going  to b e  restri cted from mak i n g  h i s  st atement . I do not 
know what the i ntent of th i s  i s .  I guess the i ntent is to give the honourab l e  Members on the other 
s i de t i me to l o o k  over the statements and prepare questi ons b ut I suggest that if they are on the  
bal l and paying attent i on they sho u l d  be  ab l e  to  f i gure out  quest i ons  very qu i ck l y  from the  
st atements t h at we  make .  We  do  not have the  benef i t  of  hav i ng ora l  questi ons  presented to  us i n  
wr i tten form one hour before they are asked and we are expected t o  make answer s .  I know we are 
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allowed a day to take them under advisement and give answers the next day but I would suggest that 
if every Minister here started to take every question under advisement then pretty 
soon the other side would start to get pretty jumpy. I think there has to be a little give and 
take on both sides. I just find this a little bit too restrictive. I can see problems occurring 
because of it. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you. To the motion. Do I hear question? Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE : I have a question of clarification with respect to (1 ) .  I know in the past it has 
been restricted to statements of government pol icy but it seems to me that from time to time 
Ministers in a sense contravene that and provide information on a government program which I feel 
is a l egitimate matter too sometimes. Sometimes I think it may be abused. Personally, I would not 
object if that were included but can I ask the chairman of the committee as to whether that w as 
considered or whether they are reading policy to include that type of tQing as well? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Richard, do you want to respond to that? 

MR. RICHARD: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Very briefly , the committee did not really consider the 
interpretation of Subrule (1 ).  It simply adopts the current wording in Rule 21 in our current 
rules and the committee therefore was content with the Speaker's current interpretation of Rule 21 
in allowing the Ministers to do what they have been doing in terms of content of the statement. We 
did not feel that we should make any recommendations to change the current practice of content of 
Ministers' statements. That is really why we adopted the current wording. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): To the motion. Mr. Wray. 

Content Of Statements Not Confined To Pol i cy 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you. Mr. MacQuarrie's question has brought another point to mind. Now if 
in fact this rule passes, what is going to happen, I think, and what you are going to see is that 
in fact we will very closely then start to follow literally what it says here and we will make 
short statements only on government pol icy. That really to me is a problem for the Assembly 
because Mr. MacQuarrie is right. We do use the occasion to pass � ong information such as Mr. 
Curley' s statement on his trip to northern Scandinavia. We feel it is important we share, 
sometimes, that type of information with the Assembly. I am a little bit worried that we are not 
going to be able to do that any more. If there was another area in the orders of the day to allow 
us to -- you might call it a Minister's briefing, if you want, on issues such as Expo or the trip 
to Scandinavia or things like that, then we might be able to do this but I am just afraid that what 
we are going to do is limit the amount of information that comes into the Assembly because of this 
rule. 

MR. R I CHARD: ( Inaudible comment) 

HON. GORDON WRAY: The problem though is that some of these statements are long statements and if 
we cannot get them translated and into the House in time, then we are not going to do it. Thank 
you. 

Motion To Delete Rule 21 And Replace With New Rule 21, C arried 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, 
if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Mr. Richard. 

Recommendation 12 : Returns To Oral Questions 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Recommendation number 12 deals with oral questions and Rule 
54(3). This matter too was discussed in caucus, Mr. Chairman, and coincidentally the committee's 
thought here on the way the current rules should be enforced did come up earlier in this session, 
Mr. Chairman, when you yourself were in the Speaker's chair at the time. It involves the enforcing 
of Rule 54(3)(b ) ,  that the Minister when he takes the question as notice and answers it orally on a 
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subsequent day, he· should be doing so under the same order of business which is oral questions 
rather than under returns . Our committee is recommending that that rule be enforced as it is 
written . One of the reasons is that it would then permit Members, presumably the Member who asked 
the original question, to ask supplementary quest i ons on that fol lowing day because he would be 
precluded from doing so if the answer came back under returns and we have already p,,ssed oral 
questions i n  the orders of the day. So the committee is of the opinion that returns to oral 
questions shou l d  be considered under oral questions and before new oral questions are asked. To 
clarify and to make certain of that, Mr . Chairman, we are recommending that there be an item ! n  the 
orders of the day entitled "Returns to Oral Questions" and that they be called by the Speaker as 
that. 

Motion To Add "Returns To Oral Questions" To Daily Order Sheet, Replace Rule 54(3)(b) And Delete 
Rule 54(3)(c) 

So I move, Mr . Chairman, that an item to be entitled "Returns to Oral Questions" be added to the 
daily routine of business. Further, that that item be placed between Members '  statements and oral 
questions on the daily order paper and further that Rule 54(3)(b) be deleted and replaced with the 
following: " 3(b) state that he or she takes the question as not ice and answer it orally on a 
subsequent day under the item 'Returns to Oral Questions "', and finally that Rule 54(3)(c) be 
deleted. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Your motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, for all practical purposes, I could not quite really  accept the 
justification for having separate items for returns .  A question is a question whether it i s  
written or not . You really are producing your reasons to allow us to go through another series of 
returns which in a sense is really having a double opportunity for question period. I can see what 
you are trying to get at . What y.ou are trying to do is get every opportunity for ordinary Members, 
I can see that. Sure, but is it really absolutely required that you have a separate section for 
oral questions and their returns as a separate item altogether from written questions? 

That has been the problem so far. I know you have done some checking around but to me what you are 
doing is obviously - - you know, we really want to try to hit them twice on these things and 
therefore these returns should be in  a different category. In my view, a question is a quest ion 
whether it is written or not, an answer is an answer . Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Thank you . To the motion . Mr. McLaughlin. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I agree with Mr. Curley that a return is a return 
whether it is a written return or an oral return. It may cause subsequent questions so why do we 
not have just one item of returns to come before the oral question period if that is what you want 
to do? So Ministers will give their returns from previous days before questions, so that Members 
can ask questions about returns given that day. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): To the motion . Mr. McCallum . 

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, the rules now state that when an oral question is put forth and the 
Speaker determines whether it meets certain criteria, the Minister can answer the question because 
the question is a sked knowing that the Minister must know something about it . But the Minister can 
also take it as notice - - our present rules say that - - and answer it orally on a subsequent day 
under the same order of business .  That is what it says now. All we are saying is that when the 
response is being made to it, we are talking about oral questions, an oral return is not the same 
as a written return . They are not the same thing . We are talk ing about oral questions -- •,ihen you 
take my oral question as notice and you say you will come back another day. 

AN HON. MEMBER: ( Inaudible comment) 

MR. McCALLUM: Only in your opinion. You do not want to get into an argument about -- I had better 
1 eave that one al one - - competence . Oral questions are determined as to whether they meet the 
criteria by the Speaker . If you take the oral question as notice I expect to get a return under 
oral questions as the rules say . If I feel that a question that I ask is better off written, then 
it is put down i n  the written manner and then you people get an opportunity to read that out under 
written questions. 
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E x i s t i ng R u l e s  Spefi fy Oral Returns To Oral Quest i on s  

Al l we are saying here i s  going  al ong wi th what the present rules  are. I f  I ask a que sti on and you 
do not feel you are ab l e  to make a rep ly,  you say, " I  wi 1 1  take it  as not i ce"  and come back at 
another or a shorter per i od of time. You do not have to w r i t e  i t  out,  you are supposed to answer 
i t  oral l y .  That i s  what the r u l es say. It does not say t h at a written answer has to be made to an 
oral questi o n .  What we are say i ng i s ,  simply, fol l ow the rul es .  We do not bel ieve that there i s  
anyt h i n g  untoward be i ng done here, we are not tryi ng to d o  anyth i ng more than what i s  already i n  
the ru les .  

The  oral quest i o n  i s  made, you are g o i ng to take it  as  not ice ,  you g i ve the oral response at the 
proper time.  If t11e quest i o n  i s  put in a wr i tten manner, it i s  not the s ame t h i n g .  Al l we are 
ask i ng you to do i s  to do i t  as the ru les  state and i f  that oral response to a quest i on you took as 
n ot i ce al l ows a Member to ask s uppl ement ary questi o n s ,  so be i t .  That i s  the way it sho u l d  be . 

If you d i d  not take the ques t i on as notice,  if you answered, I wou l d  be al l owed by pract ice or 
whatever to ask three suppl ementary que stions on i t .  

A N  HON .  MEMBER:  F i ve even . 

MR.  McCALLUM : Wel l ,  i t  depends upon whether you are going  to answer them when I am s itting  down. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you . To the moti o n .  

AN  HON . MEMBER : Que s t i on . 

Mot i on To Add "Returns To Oral Quest i ons" To Dai l y  Order Sheet, Repl ace Rule 54( 3 ) ( b )  And Delete 
R u l e  54 ( 3 ) ( c ) ,  Carried 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Quest i on i s  being cal l ed .  Al l t h o se in favour? Thank you. Opposed, i f  
any? The moti o n  i s  c arried . 

---Carried 

Mr. Ri chard . 

Recommendat i on 1 3 :  Returns To Wri tten Quest i on s  

M R .  R I CHARD: M r .  Chai rman, Recommendat ion  1 3  deal s w i t h  returns t o  written quest i on s .  The 
commi ttee has consi dered the neces s i t y  of M i n i sters read i n g  out returns to wri tten quest ions .  Th i s  
too, Mr . Chai rman , was subjected to some debate during caucus and essenti a l l y  we are l eav i n g  the 
dec i s ion to the M i n i ster to read or not read the return . 

Currently, Ru l e  5 5 ( 2 )  i n structs the M i n i ster to read h i s  or her repl y  i n  the Assembly and f i le i t  
with the Clerk,  who then tr ansm i t s  cop i es to al l Member s .  Our commi ttee i s  of the op i n i on that the 
returns to written quest ions  need not al ways be read i n  the House under R u l e  55 ( 2 ) .  

Mot i on To Delete Ru le  55 And Repl ace W i th New R u l e  5 5 ,  Carried 

I therefore move, Mr. Chai rman, that R u l e  55  be del eted and repl aced with the fol l owi ng : "55 ( 1 )  
Subject to R u l e  54( 1 ) ,  al l quest i o n s  shal l be i n  wr i t i ng and f i l ed w ith  the Clerk who shal l endorse 
the date of f i l i n g  thereon and forthwith prov i de copi es to al l Members . ( 2 )  Where any written 
quest ion  i s  d i rected to a M i n i ster pursuant to Ru le  55 ( 1 ) ,  that Member" -- it should  read 
" M i n i ster" -- " t h at M i n i ster shal l ,  wi thout any unnece s s ary del ay ,  f i l e  the reply with the C l erk 
who sha 1 1  endorse the date of fi l i ng thereon" . ( 3) Upon the i tem "Returns to Wri tten Quest i ons" 
bei ng cal l ed ,  the C l erk sha l l i n form the Assembly of the ret urns received and cause copi es to be 
transmi tted to ·al l Members and pri nted in the Hansard. ( 4 )  A Mi n i ster , if  Ile des ires,  may read a 
return wh i ch has  been f i l ed i n  accordance w i th Ru le  55 ( 3 ) ,  under the item "Returns to Written 
Ques t i o ns " .  

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  Your mot i o n  i s  i n  order. To the mot i o n .  

A N  HON . MEMBER :  Quest i o n .  
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Question has been call ed. Al l those i n  favour? Opposed, i f  any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Ri chard. 

Recommendation 14: Sitting Hours 

MR. RICHARD : Mr. Chairman, the next motion deals with our sitting hours. This too was debated in 
caucus in our informal meeting. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Curley. Point of order. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Point of privilege I reall y  believe it is. For my benefit , could you indicate 
to me that we now wi 1 1  have an opportunity to just table replies rather than reading the l ong 
responses? Woul d that al so apply to Members when you ask a quest ion  . . .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) :  A point o f  order here. We  are dealing with recommendation 14 deal ing 
with sit t i ng hours. That particular issue that you are rai si ng, Mr. Curley , has been voted upon in 
a previous motion therefore we cannot real l y  al l ow any further discussion on the previous moti on. 
Mr. Richard, your sit t i ng hours motion. 

MR. R ICHARD: Mr. Chai rman , I do not think our committee wou l d  have any objection to us revis i t i ng 
recommendation 13. If you in your wisdom , sir , coul d permit us. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): We have al ready dealt with the prev i ous mot i on,  previous recommendat i on. 
We are now on recommendation 14 deal i ng wi th sitting hours. That is what we are dealing with at 
the moment. Mr. Richard. 

MR. RICHARD : Thank you ,  Herr Chairman. 

---Laughter 

Mr. Chairman , recommendation 14 deal s with our sitting hours. Prior to the rul es illlendment in 1983 
the sitting hours were five days a week from 1 :00 until 6: 00 p.m. We understand that at that time 
some Members had expressed the concern that those hours on Fri day did not al l ow Members to make the 
best use of t i me avai l ab le  in Yellowknife. Anyway , as a resu l t  of the discussion in 1983, the 
Ni nth Assembly chose the current hours that we have and everybody is fam i l iar w ith  our current 
hours. The changes to the Friday s itt ing  hours enabled many Members to make weekend trips to their 
home constituency. Unfortunately, the airline schedules currently  prevent weekend travel to  most 
regions. Mr. Chairman , the out-of-town Members had a lot of input on this current recommendat ion. 
Our committee was to ld  by many of the Members who live in areas far from Yell owknife that because 
it is too far to go home for the weekend those Members spend virtual l y  a three day weekend i n  
Yel l owknife with very much idle t i me and they want i t  to be more productive or a better use of 
the ir  time since they are i n  Yellowknife anyway. As a result of that, Mr. Chairman , the committee 
is recommending t hat the Friday hours be extended. 

Motion To Delete Rul e  3(1) And Replace With New Rul e  (3)(1) 

I wou ld  move, Mr. Chairman, that Rule 3 (1) be deleted and replaced with the fo l l owing: The 
Assembl y  sha l l  meet on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1: 00 p.m. to  6: 00 p.m. and 
on Fridays from 10: 00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. unless otherwise provided by 
order of the House. 

CHAIRMAN { Mr. Wah-Shee): The mot i on is in order. To the moti on. Mr. McLaughlin. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Mr. Chairman, I posed this once before and have thought about it again and 
tal ked t o  a few other Members and one of the things I agree with is the suggestion of break i ng up 
the day on the Friday so you do not have to sit the full five hours in a row. 
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Motion To Amend Motion To Delete Rule 3(1) And Replace With New Rule 3(1) 

I would like to amend the committee' s motion and replace it with the following Rule 3(1) instead: 
That the Assemb ly  sha 1 1  be convened by the Speaker at 2: 30 p .m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays and at 10:00 a.m. on Fridays and shall adjourn after three hours. On Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays the chai rman of the committee of the who le  may adjourn until 9:30 a.m. the 
fol lowing morning for a committee of the whole meeting which shall adjourn at 11: 30 a.m. Mr. 
Chairman, I guess I need a ru ling on whether this is in order or not. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. McLaughlin, are you making an amendment to the motion? Mr. 
McLaughlin, your motion is in order. To the amendment. Mrs. Lawrence. 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I do not support the two recommendations, the cV11endment 
and the original recommendation. To the amendment . . .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. McLaughlin, your point of order. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLI N: thought by moving an amendment I would get to speak to it to explain it. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. McLaughlin, your point of order is correct. Mr. MacQuarrie, do you 
have another point of order? Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, my point of order which I would ask you to consider, Mr. Chairman, is that 
the substance of this motion put by the committee is to establish a particular regime of hours for 
the Assembly. I would agree that if there were a change in one item or another with respect to 
times that that would be a legitimate amendment. But I submit, Mr. Chairman, that what we are 
faced with provides not only changes in time but a different structure entirely and therefore I 
wou l d  ask you to find that what is submitted is out o f  order, Mr. Chairman. It is a different 
motion , not merely an amendment to this motion. 

MR. RICHARD: Agreed. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHL I N: It still deals with Monday to Friday. 

MR. McCALLUM: I move we report progress, Mr. Chai rman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): I have a point of order here and I c annot really deal with another item. 
I have my hands full here. If you will j ust give me a few minutes. Well , I assume then it is not 
necessary for me at the present time to rule on that point of order raised by Mr. MacQuarrie. 
Right? 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Sleep on it, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): We have a motion here to report progress. All those in favour? Opposed , 
if any? The motion is c arried. 

---Carried 

I shall report progress. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order , please. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

ITEM 16: R EPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF FIRST REPORT OF THE SPEC IAL COMMITTEE ON RULES, PROCEDURES AND 
PR I V ILEGES 

MR. WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, your committee h as been considering Bills 13-86(1), 5-86(1) and 
7-86(1); Tabled Documents 37-86(1) and 42-86(1); the First Report of the Special Committee on 
Rul es ,  Procedures and Privileges ; the Report of the Standing Committee on Legislation on Bills and 
Other Matters, and wishes to report progress. 

Mr. Speaker , your committee reviewed the First Report of the Special Committee on Rules, Procedures 
and Privileges and wishes to report that 14 motions were adopted and requests leave to sit again. 

0 
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Motion To Accept Report Of Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the report of the colllTiittee of the whole be concurred with. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wah-Shee. Members have heard the report of the chairman of the 
co11111ittee of the whole. Are you agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Clerk, announcements and orders of the day. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton): Announcements, Mr. Speaker. There wil 1 be a meeting of the 
Management and Services Board this evening at 6:00 p.m. There will be a meeting of the standing 
co111Tiittee on public accounts tomorrow morning at 9:30 a.m. 

ITEM 18: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day for Thursday, June 12th, at 1:00 p.m. 

1. Prayer

2. Members' Replies

3. Ministers' Statements

4. Oral Questions

5. Written Questions

6. Returns

7. Petitions

8. Reports of Standing and Special Committees

9. Tabling of Documents

10. Notices of Motion

11. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bi 11 s

12. Motions: Motions 27-86(1), 28-86(1), 29-86(1)

13. First Reading of Bills

14. Second Reading of Bills

15. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of Bills and Other Matters: Bill 13-86(1); Tabled
Document 37-86(1); First Report of the Special Committee on Rules, Procedures and Privileges;
Bill 5-86(1); Bill 7-86(1); Report of the Standing Co111Tiittee on Legislation on Bills and Other
Matters; Tabled Document 42-86(1)

16. Report of Committee of the Whole

17. Third Reading of Bills

18. Orders of the Day

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Are there any announcements? This House stands adjourned 
until Thursday, June 12th at 1:00 p.m. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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