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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 1986 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Tom Butters, Ms Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, 
Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallum, Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Mr. 
Paniloo, Hon. Red Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Richard, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. 
T'Seleie, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Before I proceed with the orders of the day, I wish to inform the 
House that I have received the following message from the Commissioner of the Northwest 
Territories. It is addressed to the Speaker. 

Message From Commissioner Of The NWT 

"Dear Mr. Speaker: During this continuation of the seventh session of the 10th Assembly my 
government will be introducing the following legislation: Bill 17-86(1), Summary Conviction 
Procedures Act, which is an amendment; Bill 18-86(1), International Commercial Arbitration Act; 
Bill 22-86(1), Business Loans and Guarantees Act, which is an amendment; Bill 23-86(1), 
Supplementary Appropriation Act, No. 4, 1985-86, which is an amendment; and Bill 24-86(1), 
Supp 1 ement ary Appropriation Act, No. 2, 1986-87. I recommend the passage of each of these pieces 
of legislation.Yours sincerely, John H. Parker." 

Orders of the day for Thursday, June 12th. 

Item 2, Members' replies. Item 3, Ministers' statements. Mr. Curley. 

ITEM 3: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Minister's Statement 29-86(1): North Warning System 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to bring Members up to date on the 
developments of the north warning project. I know there have been a number of reports and 
tremendous interest by the Members of the House and I think it is appropriate that I would at 
least very quickly bring up to date a number of events that have taken place in the North. 

Mr. Speaker, three contracts have been awarded that are very important to northerners. The first 
is the contract to develop, install and maintain the communication system which was awarded to a 
consortium led by Canac/Microtel with NorthwesTel as a major participant. The contract will run 
until 1992. The consortium has made contractual commitments to train and hire northerners and use 
northern businesses. There will be 276 person years of work, at least half of which must be 
northerners; the consortium will train 153 northerners as general technicians; they will directly 
spend $24.77 million in the North for services; they will give northern firms a five per cent 
preference if the firm can meet technical requirements. 
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The second major contract, valued at over $1.5 million, was awarded to ATA Construction of Norman 
Wells for the construction of satellite ground terminal foundations. This was a contract that was 
awarded to ATA because the firm was the lowest qualified bidder. 

The third major contract was awarded to Laval Fortin Limited from Alma, Quebec. It is important to 
note here that Laval Fortin and all its sub-contractors are required to give Baffin residents the 
first chance to fill positions for five working days before looking elsewhere. Over 70 northern 
people have registered for work on the Brevoort project. Sub-contractors on the project have been 
contacted by Manpower but will have few labour requirements until August, so it is too early to 
predict northern employment levels on the project. 

I should note, Mr. Speaker, that on the Brevoort project three additional sub-contracts have yet to 
be awarded for architectural, mechanical and electrical work. As far as is known, only two 
northern contractors provided a quote for sub-contract work with Laval Fortin but they have not 
received any work to date. The contract for the long-term operation of the North Warning System 
will be awarded in the next 12 to 18 months. Preliminary information on this contract is now being 
circulated to all chambers of commerce in the Northwest Territories. Proposals will be called for. 

I fully intend to keep pressing the federa·1 government to ensure that there are even greater 
benefits to northerners from future construction contracts. There is a need, too, for the northern 
business community to get their message across to the federal government -- the government 
responsible for awarding the contracts. The business community must be aggressive marketers of 
their goods and services and aggressive bidders. 

In c1osing, Mr. Speaker, I would like to say that I am still optimistic that northerners will 
benefit from this project. Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Item 3, Ministers' statements. Mr. Wray. 

Minister's Statement 30-86(1): MV Merv Hardie Rescue 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise today in this House 
to praise the efforts of three people employed by Snowshoe Inn Ltd. of Fort Providence, which is 
the contractor hired by the Department of Public Works and Highways to operate the Merv Hardie 
ferry at the Fort Providence crossing of the Mackenzie River. 

On Sunday, June 8th, 1986, at approximately 10:30 a.m., the crew aboard the ferry, Captain John 
Mikula, engineer Thomas Love and deckhand Leon St. Pierre, responded quickly and effectively to 
rescue a female passenger who had fallen overboard. In the space of seven minutes, the captain 
performed a number of difficult manoeuvres with the MV Merv Hardie to rescue her while ensuring 
that she was not killed by the ship's propellers or hull. As well, the engineer and deckhand 
reacted quickly to throw life rings to the woman and then to pull her from the ice-cold water, once 
the captain had brought the vessel close enough to her. These efforts undoubtedly saved her life. 

I am sure that my colleagues on the Executive Council and Members of this Assembly will join me in 
commending these three individuals for their immediate and wise action in this lifesaving rescue. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Item 3, Ministers' statements. Mr. Wray. 

Minister's Statement 31-86(1): Municipal Liability Insurance 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to report that since I last issued the statement 
on trends on municipal liability insurance in February, the NWT Association of Municipalities has 
completed its negotiations with insurers and rates have been established for 1986-87. The results 
were not as discouraging as we initially feared. In fact, the rates are considerably better than 
those other Canadian jurisdictions have experienced. Comprehensive general liability insurance 
rates for participating NWT municipalities increased by 88.4 per cent and umbrella liability rates 
increased by 238 per cent. This compares to increases of between 100 per cent and 900 per cent in 
other Canadian jurisdictions. Some municipalities in southern Canada were not able to obtain 
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coverage at any cost. We believe that two major factors were responsible for the relative success 
in municipal liability insurance rates in the Northwest Territories. These factors are: 1) 
economies of scale resulting from the fact that one agency, the NWT Association of Municipalities, 
was used; and 2) the fact that most NWT communities have a good insurance claims history in that 
insurance claims have not exceeded the premiums they have had to pay. 

A working committee of the Departments of Local Government and Finance and the NWT Association of 
Municipalities has met to discuss longer term remedies. The Governments of Alberta and Ontario, 
which are carrying out major reviews of municipal liability insurance, have been contacted and they 
will be providing us with their reports and proposed solutions. When these are received the 
committee will meet to review them and to make appropriate recommendations for the NWT. I wish to 
add that the NWT As�ociation of Municipalities is considering an insurance management program which 
is presently being designed by its insurance consultant to educate municipal officials and staff on 
ways of minimizing losses, so that municipalities can have their insurance premiums kept to an 
acceptable level. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Item 3, Ministers' statements. Mr. Wray. 

Minister' s Statement 32-86(1) : Arctic Airports Program 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a statement on the arctic airports program. On 
February 27th, 1986, the House directed that the Government of the Northwest Territories allocate 
funds to the territorial airports program to alleviate the critical situations in a number of 
territorial communities and attempt to negotiate on community by community need with the federal 
government in absence of a federal northern airports policy. 

As I announced in the House earlier this year, the Department of Local Government will spend over a 
half million dollars to enhance aviation safety conditions until new airports can be constructed in 
several communities. 

With regard to federal government funding for airport improvements, I have written to the Minister 
of Transport and listed on a community by community basis the airport improvements that are 
required immediately to ensure that all NWT communities can benefit from safe, regular and reliable 
air service. While the Minister of Transport has not yet agreed to my suggestion of a meeting to 
discuss details, the Prime Minister has assured the Government Leader in writing that the Minister 
of Transport is committed to doing all that is necessary to ensure the safety and transportation 
needs of the northern residents are met. I regard this as a positive indication of the federal 
government's concern and expect that I wi 11 be able to report concrete progress regarding an 
airport construction program during the fall session. 

Some Members are aware that the parliamentary standing committee on transport toured several NWT 
communities in May. I am happy to report that the GNWT submission to the committee, the written 
submissions from several community councils and the trip arranged by my officials which took the 
committee Members to see, first-hand, the situation faced by communities where airport development 
has not taken place, have resulted in the following recommendation to Parliament and the Minister 
of Transport: "The committee recommends that the arctic air facilities program (or an equivalent 
program) be re-established to develop a safe and reliable airport system in northern and remote 
areas." 

Last winter, the Department of Transport proposed to the Executive Council that the entire arctic 
airports program be transferred to the GNWT. After careful consideration, the Executive Council 
has directed that I discuss elements of the proposed transfer with leaders of the native 
associations. The Executive Council' s position is that this government is much better placed than 
the federal government to respond to the unique air transportation needs of northern residents. I 
will keep the House fully informed on the progress of these critical negotiations. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Item 3, Ministers' statements. That appears to conclude 
Ministers' statements for today. Item 4, oral questions. Mr. Gargan. 
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ITEM 4: ORAL QUESTIDNS 

Question 238-86(1): Bison Herd, Fort Providence 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to direct my question to the Minister of 
Renewable Resources concerning the bison herd in Fort Providence. This winter there was a 
biological study done on the herd and the result of this study shows that the herd in Fort 
Providence is disease free. We were concerned about brucellosis or tuberculosis. During the 
winter months, and even in the summer months, these herds have been able to cross the Mackenzie and 
go back and forth. There is a concern by the people of Fort Providence that if they do get into 
contact with the parks herd or with some of the herds south of the Mackenzie, that a group of them 
might be contaminated with disease and it will affect the whole herd. 

I would like to ask the Minister· whether there are any plans with regard to -- perhaps even 
establishing a hunting free zone south of the Mackenzie so that there is no danger of the herd 
getting contaminated by other bisons. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. will take the question under advisement and will 
give the honourable Member a reply later. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question is being taken as notice. Item 4, oral questions. Mr. Wray. 

Return To Question 236-86(1): Paving Of Highway Between Rae-Edzo And Yellowknife 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to oral Question 236-86(1), asked by 
Mr. Wah-Shee, with regard to plans for paving the Yellowknife highway from Fort Rae to Yellowknife. 
There are currently no plans to pave this section of highway within the next 10 years. 

The intra-territorial road reconstruction five year capital pl an includes some new asphalti c 
surfacing of existing gravel highways. The priorities for new paving are based on an assessment of 
the initial cost of paving, compared to the potential user and maintenance benefits. New paving 
will be done first where it results in the highest return on the investment. Paving costs include 
costs for widening, drainage improvements, subgrade improvements, granular based strengthening and 
the pavement itself. 

As it happens, the section of highway between Rae and Yellowknife has a very weak subgrade which 
includes intermittent permafrost. There is little available gravel, and granular material must be 
produced by blasting and crushing rocks. These factors mean that paving costs will be very high, 
up to three times the cost that would be experienced under more favourable conditions. 

For the most part, the section of highway between Fort Rae and Fort Providence does have more 
favourable conditions for paving. It is, therefore, our plan to commence paving this section of 
highway in 1989. This project will take eight to 10 years to complete at current funding levels. 
Although the traffic volume and resulting user benefits are somewhat lower than for the section 
north of Rae, the cost per kilometer for paving is about one third, thereby making this a much 
better investment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. In keeping with the change of the rule, I was in error for 
not calling for returns to oral questions. Are there any further returns to oral questions? Mr. 
McLaughlin. 

Return To Question 228-86(1): Medical Evacuation Incident, Resolute Bay 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a return to oral Question 228-86(1), asked 
by Mr. Pudluk yesterday, concerning a medical evacuation incident in Resolute Bay. I thank the 
Member for High Arctic, Mr. Pudluk, for bringing this serious incident to my attention. 

On May 27th, 1986, two patients required a medical evacuation from Resolute Bay to Frobisher Bay as 
a result of an accident. Health and Welfare Canada's nurse-in-charge called the Nordair agent in 
Resolute Bay and requested that they delay by 15 minutes the take-off of their regular scheduled 
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flight. I should add that the nurse emphasized the severity of the situation. Nevertheless, the 
Nordair agent refused to delay the take-off and the patients were left behind, requiring a 
subsequent charter, as Mr. Pudluk described. 

The zone director for Health and Welfare Canada, Mr. George Gillies, upon being notified of the 
incident contacted Nordair's public relations officer for an explanation. The public relations 
officer informed Mr. Gillies that the Nordair agent in Resolute Bay had not informed the pilot of 
the urgency of the situation. Hence, the pilot took off without the patients. 

Nordair have promised Health and Welfare Canada that incidents such as this will not happen again. 
They have agreed to co-operate with Mr. Gillies, the zone director, in the development of a policy 
which will ensure that, in the future, Nordair will provide transportation to patients in these 
situations. Furthermore, Nordair will be sending a letter of apology regarding this specific 
incident. 

Mr. Gillies has discussed the matter fully with the health committee in Re:;olute Bay and they have 
indicated that they are satisfied with the manner in which Health and Welfare Canada handled the 
situation and with Nordair's reponse. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Are there any further returns to oral questions? Mr. 
Pedersen. 

Return To Question 140-86(1): Clean-Up Of PCBs At DEWline Sites 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a return to oral Question 140-86(1), asked by 
Mr. Gargan on March 4th, 1986, and I apologize for the delay. It is with regard to the clean-up of 
polychlorinated biphenyls, PCBs, at DEWline sites. PCB-containing equipment was identified at the 
abandoned DEWl ine sites by staff of the environmental protection service of Environment Canada. 
The Department of National Defence collected this equipment and moved it to Hall Beach for 
temporary storage. This equipment has since been removed from the Northwest Territories. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns to oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

Return To Question 224-86(1): Funding For Cape Dorset Sewing Centre 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a return to oral Question 
224-86(1), asked by Mr. Arlooktoo on June 11th, 1986, regarding assistance for arts and crafts in 
Cape Dorset. On June 11, 1986, the honourable Member for Baffin South asked me an oral question 
regarding financial assistance which I believe was for Natsiq Miqsuqvik in Cape Dorset. 

After the original proposal was prepared with the assistance of my regional staff, it had to be 
returned to the community for translation and signing by the representatives of the group. The 
manager of the group left, so nothing was done with it for some time. I have been advised that the 
proposal has now been signed by representatives of Natsiq Miqsuqvik. It will be hand delivered to 
Frobisher Bay, Friday, June 13th, dexed to Yellowknife and presented to the Special ARDA board on 
June 19th for approval. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns to oral questions. That appears to conclude 
returns to oral questions. Oral questions. Mr. Mccallum. 

Question 239-86�1): Women's Corrections Staff, Frobisher Bay 

MR. McCALLUM: I have a supplementary question to an oral question I asked of the Minister of 
Social Services yesterday, to which he gave a return. It deals with the transfer of the Fort Smith 
women's correctional centre. In his reply he indicated that later this month senior staff people 
·of the corrections program, along with Personnel representatives, will interview permanent staff. 
I wonder if the Minister could indicate to me at the present time, how staffing is progressing for 
the women's correctional centre, who will now be moving into the Baffin. Could he indicate to me 
what the status of the staffing for that particular institution is at the present time? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 
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Return To Question 239-86(1): Women's Corrections Staff, Frobisher Bay 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Mr. Speaker, the department has put on training courses for northerne1·s who 
qualified under our corrections training program and we are training female employees who will be 
able to staff the Baffin Correctional Centre. Some have completed the program and I bel ·ieve there 
are others still to be trained. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Supplementary, Mr. McCallum. 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Could the Minister then indicate how many people he intends 
to hire there and have offers been made to people for positions as correctional officers at that 
institution? And could he indicate to me how the schedule for the renovations at the South 
Mackenzie Correctional Centre are going and if they are indeed behind? Could the Minister indicate 
as well, what is the hurry to transfer people from Smith to Yellowknife to eventually go to Hay 
River, at a terrible cost to this government? 

MR. SPEAKER: The inclusion of three questions in that manner make it very difficult to give a 
reply that is easily understood .. I would ask the honourable Member to break down his questions one 
at a time and I will ask at this time for him to do that. Mr. McCallum, a supplementary. 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Perhaps I should have said (a) (b) and (c) or one, two and 
another one. However, with your concurrence then, if you are going to allow me to get extra 
supplementary questions, I would want to know, Mr. Speaker, from the Minister: a) How many people 
have been hired at the present time for the Baffin Correctional Centre dealing with women inmates, 
b) is the schedule for the renovations at the South Mackenzie Correctional Centre on time, and c) 
if it is not, what is the hurry to move personnel in corrections from Smith to an interim position 
in Yellowknife when the concern is in Hay River? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. McCallum, you did not change your question. You are dealing with two subjects: 
one is in Frobisher Bay and you should deal with that separately, then come back to the one 
relative to the other institute, which gives you supplementary questions in both instances. So you 
have plenty of opportunity to ask -- you have four on each, with supplementaries. So you have 
either question that you can ask. So please keep the areas separated. Let us go on with the 
women's situation in Frobisher Bay and then we can pick it up from there. Mr. McCallum. 

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I accept 1-1hat you are saying. The issue that I am discussing is the 
women's correctional centre. It is the Minister's policy that he is going to divide it into two 
places, to house these people in two places, one in the East and one in the West. The movement of 
the personnel is dependent one upon the other. That is why I group them together. But I will 
defer to you. I had better, I guess. 

---Laughter 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McCallum. 

Supplementary To Question 239-86(1): Women's Corrections Staff, Frobisher Bay 

MR. McCALLUM: I will ask the question of the Minister -- how many people have been hired to handle 
the women's portion of the Baffin Correctional Centre? 

MR. MacQUARRIE: I will take that as notice and get back to you tomorrow. 

---Laughter 

Further Return To Question 239-86(1): Women's Corrections Staff, Frobisher Bay 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. None have been hired. There are trainees and 
trained people to take the junior positions, people. that were trained or people that have never 
been involved in the corrections system before. Therefore, we will be looking for senior people to 
either transfer or, if we have to, we will hire people outside of the GNWT corrections system to 
fill the senior positions in Baffin, if no one is willing to transfer to them. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. McCallum. 
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Question 240-86 (1) : Status Of Renovati ons, South Mackenzie Correcti onal Centre 

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, to the Minister of Soci al Services responsible for correcti ons. Can 
the Minister indicate to me what the status of the renovation contract is at the South Mackenzie 
Correctional Centre? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 240-86 (1): Status Of Renovations, South Mackenzi e  Correcti onal Centre 

HUN. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Mr. Speaker, thank you. The renov at i ans or any addi ti ans re qui red at the 
Hay River correcti onal centre are still i n  the planning stages and we, therefore, will not have 
that facility available to us as long as we are having to house young offenders in our various 
facilities. It is the intention of the government to house all our. adult inmates in the three 
faci lities of Baffin , Hay River and Yellowknife as early as we can possibly do that. We are aiming 
for October. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questi ons. Mr. Mccallum. 

Suppl ementary To Questi on 240-86 (1) :  Status Of Renovations, South Mackenzie Correctional Centre 

MR. McCALLUM : Mr. Speaker, if the facili ty in Hay R iver is not goi ng to be able to handle the 
people , the government , as the Minister said, will try to move people on an interim basis. I think 
it i s  totally irresponsible on the part of the Minister to uproot people from an area where the 
women prisoners are being looked after and to do i t  on an i nterim basis when the faciliti es are not 
even ready for them in Yellowknife, nor is the housing. I wonder if we could have the Minister 
indicate to us what the rationale is for doing it , making this move in October when neither 
facil ity is ready. In the other instance, you do not even have anybody hi red for the Baffin 
Correctional Centre. 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 240-86 (1 ) : Status Of Renovati ons, South Mackenzi e  Correctional Centre 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLI N :  Mr. Speaker, thank you. When the facility renov at i ans are completed at 
Yellowknife we expect to have enough beds to accommodate a.1 1 adult inmates in the system. The 
Member should realize that the major ity of female  pri soners come from the Eastern Arctic to start 
with so we are not uprooting people from their own cultural area. The i dea is to move them to 
another area where they come from original ly. We expect fairly shortly , I think in January or 
February , to have the facility in Baffin ready to handle the female inmates. 

The Member should also realize that at times the female offender popul ation has been as low as 
three people and yet we have had 12 to 15 person years dedicated to that low number of peop le. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER : Oral questions. Mr. McCallum. 

Question 241-86 (1): Review Of EDA App l ication , Fort Smith 

t-'IR. Mc CALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I had better move somewhere else, I am not getting anywhere. I have a 
question of the Minister responsible for Economic Development and Tourism. It deals with the 
application of the town of Fort Smith for an economic planner. The town has received funding from 
the government to develop a plan that was funded by the Government of the Northwest Territories and 
they had made an applicati on under the economic development agreement for a planner to carry out 
that plan. There are other applications that the Minister's group have had and they have met with 
some success but the Fort Smith application has been turned down. I wonder if the Minister could 
i nd icate to me, is he prepared to review this particular application considering that the 
government has al ready paid money for a plan and that we would attempt to use his good off i ce to 
change the decision of the EDA board? 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Minister. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY : (Translation) In respect to your question, in respect to the application for 
the grant , perhaps if I were to see the application and get back to you with respect to it. I have 
never seen the application. Thank you. 
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MR.  SPEAKER : Thank you .  You are t ak i ng the quest i o n ,  then , as not i c e .  Oral quest i o n s .  Mr . 
Pani l oo .  

Ques t i on 242-86 ( 1 ) :  App l i c at i on For Fund i ng, Pangn i rtung Co-operat i ve 

MR.  PAN ILOO:  ( Trans l at i o n )  Thank you ,  Mr.  Speaker. I would l i ke to ask my quest i on of the  
M i n i ster of Econom i c  Devel opment and Tou r i s m .  The co-op i n  Pangnirt ,m g  has  requested f i n anci al  
assi stance and they had wri tten to me with  respect to i t .  They also i n d i cated that they app l i ed to 
the government for f i n an c i al assi stance. I know that Econom i c  Devel opment has recei ved the l etter 
from the co-op i n  Pangn i rtung  and I would l i ke you to l ook i nto th i s  matter and get b ack to me . 
Thank yo u .  

MR.  SPEAKER: Mr . Mi n i ster.  

Return To Quest i on 242-86 ( 1 ) :  App l i cation  For Fund i ng,  Pangnirtung Co-operat i ve 

HOI� . TAGAK CURLEY:  ( Tran s l at i on )  Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I wou l d  just l i ke to i nform you that 
regar d i n g  the co-op i n  Pangn i rtung,  I am not fami l i ar w i th the s i t uat i on but I wou l d  l i ke to i nform 
you that we met j ust recent ly  w ith  D I ANO and the co-ops that are affecter1 by the grants that are 
made av ai l ab l e  -- w i t h  the n at i ve econom i c  fund that i s  avai l ab l e .  The federal government and the 
terri tor i al government have uti l i zed about $12  mi l l i on and th i s  i s  prov i ded to the ACL . We p l an to 
establ i sh boards for the co-ops so  that they may rev i ew these appl i c at i ons  for fund i n g .  I real i ze 
your concern i n  respect to Pangn i rtung,  that they wi l l  be provi ded some fi nanc i al assi stance under 
that program but I real l y  c annot respond to your questi on w i t h  respect to the Pangni rtung co-op . 

ACL and Econom i c  Devel opment and the federal government or DIANO, are wor k i ng much c l oser together 
to uti l i ze the $12  mi l l i on set asi de to prov i de fi nanc i al assi stance to the orgari i zat i on s .  Al l 
appl i c a t i ons  w i l l  be forwarded through t h at board and they w i l l  then dec i de wh i ch co-ops w i l l  
rece i v e  the fund i n g .  It  i s  obv i ous  that i f  al l co-ops were to operate effect i v e l y  that they wo u l d  
request t h i s  f i n an c i a l  as s i st ance and c l ear any def i c i ts that they may have. I t  i s  hoped t h at th i s 
program wi 1 1  h e l p  accomp l i sh  that goal . I just thought I wou l d  i nform you about that . 

MK . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Mi n i ster . Mr . Pan i l oo .  

MR.  PAN I LOO : (Transl  at i on )  Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I wou l d  just  1 i ke to make a suppl ementary 
quest i o n .  Present l y  the Pangni rtung co-op has a def i c i t  of about $200,000 . They wou l d  l i ke 
further f i n anc i al  assi stance under f i nanc i al assi stance programs . I w i l l  be meet i ng w i t h  the co-op 
i n  Pangn i rtung  to subm i t  app l i c at i ons  for f i nanc i al assi stanc e .  I j u st wanted to make a 
supplementary to my quest i o n  and I appreci ate your answer . 

M R .  SPEAKER : That was a very good speech , Mr . Pan i l oo .  Oral quest i on s .  Mr . Wah-Shee . 

Question 243-86 ( 1 ) :  Rep l acement Of Commu n i ty Doc k ,  Snare Lake 

MR.  WAH-SH E E :  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I wou l d  l i ke to di rect my questi on to the M i n i ster of Local 
Government . It  i s  i n  regard to the commun i ty of Snare Lak e .  last wi nter the commun i ty dock was 
destroyed by i c e .  As the M i n i ster i s  aware, the commun i ty of Snare Lake i s  on ly  acces s i b l e  by a i r .  
I t  doe s not have any ai rstr i p  nor any road s g o i n g  i n to that part i c u l ar commun i ty .  Therefore they 
need the b are essen t i a l s  in regard to a commun i ty doc k .  I wonder i f  the M i n i ster can g i v e  any 
i nd i c at i on whether a commu n i ty dock can be provi ded for the commun i ty i n  th i s  comi ng summer . 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr.  Mi n i ster . 

Return To Ques t i o n  243-86 ( 1 ) :  Repl acement Of Commun i ty Dock ,  Snare Lake 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr.  Speake r .  Yes, I d i d  rece i ve the l etter frcxn the Member and I 
have d i rected the Departments of Local Government and Pub l i c  Work s  to take correct i v e  measures i n  
Snare Lake . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . M i n i ster.  Oral ques t i o n s .  Mr . Pan i l oo .  
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Question 244-86(1): Recreat i on Complex For C l yde River 

MK . PANI L00: ( Translat i on) Thank you, Mr. Speaker . My question is directed to the Minister of 
Local Government . My question is regarding recreation . I believe this House supported an issue 
w i th respect to a program where young minors are invo lved in alcohol abuse . I wou l d  like some 
further information as to what has happened to that program. The community that asked me to ask 
tllis question has not rece i ved any response or has not heard of any action taken with respect to 
the alcohol abuse program for minors.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Pan i l oo. Mr. Minister. 

HON . GORDON wRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do not know what program he is talking about in the 
Department of Local Government . Perhaps the Member cou l d  clarify his question for me, please. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions shou l d  be short and the answer would normal ly  be avail able to the 
Minister without further investigation. These oral question periods are getting quite out of hand 
in some instances, asking compl icated questions that require figures and so on, that no Minister 
cou l d  be expected to have at his fingertips. These real l y  belong in the written section rather 
than the oral section of questions. However if Mr. Panil oo can give you the information you need 
to refresh your memory, we w i l l  try it again. Mr. Panil oo. 

MR. PAN ILOO : ( Translat ion )  Thank you, Mr . Speaker. My question is with respect to a motion that I 
made, Motion 3-86 (1), with respect to a recreation centre in Cl yde River. I just wanted some 
clarif i cation as to what action has taken place with respect to that motion. Thank you. 

MR.  SPEAKER : Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 244-86(1): Recreation Complex For Clyde River 

HOi� . GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. The recent ly  developed five year capital plan which has 
been sent to all communities for their perusal includes a project to construct a new, medium-sized 
community ha ll in C l yde  River in the foll owing time frame: design in 1988-89; construction in 
1990. So we have slotted it into the five year capital plan, which has yet to be accepted by the 
Executive Council, of course. We are st i ll awaiting comments from the regi onal council s  and from 
the individual communities. Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you ,  Mr. Minister. Mr. McCall um .  

Question 245-86(1): Status Of Child Care Di ploma Program, Thebacha Campus 

MR . McCALLUM : Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker . I have a question for the Minister of Social Services. It 
may very well be that it is done in concert with another M i nister who is not here, but I wou l d  like 
to ask the M·inister about the status of the child care diploma program that was to have begun at 
Thebacha campus and to my knowledge has not, as yet. I wonder i f  the Mini ster could provide some 
informat i on on the status of that program. 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr . Mi nister. 

Return To Question 245-86(1 ) :  Status Of Child Care Diploma Program, Thebacha Campus 

HON . BRUCE 1'1cLAUGHLI N :  Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . A s  Members know, there are a 1 o t  o f  emp 1 oyment 
opportunities in the North, for work in the area of young off enders and for programs under the 
superintendent of child welfare . It  is the i ntention of our department to hire people who are 
trained and we have encouraged the Department of Education to start such a program. However, 
apparent l y  they do not have the funding in place and that is going to requ i re that I and the rest 
of the Executive Members discuss how we get the funding in p l ace for such a program b·ecause it is 
an obvious opportunity for empl oyment for northerners. It is the intention of my department to do 
·whatever we can to encourage and possib l y  assist financiall y  if we can find the means to do it 
somehow -- perhaps through the new CEIC agreement which our Minister of Education is presently 
negotiating with the federal Minister. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Mi nister. Oral questions. Mr. McCallum. 
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Question 246-86(1) : Funding For Community L ibraries 

MR. McCALLUM: I have a quest i on of the M in ister of Culture and Cornnuni cations. When the libraries 
were moved from the previous department to h is  department, librari es across the Terri tori es were 
able to acquire moneys and grants for upgradi ng and maintenance work . I would like  to ask the 
M in ister i f, in fact, that program is still within h is  department and i f  it is open for communit ies  
to  make appl i cation for that program. 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. M in ister. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I will take that as not ice  and give the Member a reply 
tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question is be ing tak·en as not ice .  Oral questions. Mr . Erkloo . 

Question 247-86(1) : Western Arctic  Telephone D irectories For Eastern Arctic 

MR . ERKLOO: (Translat i on) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is di rected to the Minister of Culture and 
Cornnunications, Hon . Red Pedersen·. In Yellowkni fe, regardi ng phone books, there are no Bell Canada 
phone books, not even in  the Members' lounge. In our communit i es and in our regi on we do not have 
any phone books from Yellowkni fe and I was wondering i f  you can respond on that . Maybe you can 
elaborate on that, please. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister . 

Return To Quest i on 247-86(1): Western Arct i c  Telephone Di rectories For Eastern Arctic 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I do not think phone books are really the 
responsibi lity of my department but if it is  merely a matter of getting phone books from the 
NorthwesTel area into the communities served by Bell Canada I would be prepared to make such a 
request of NorthwesTel. Thank you. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. M in ister. Our office w i ll co-operate with your off i ces putt i ng 
pressure on for these being materials necessary to the work of the MLAs. So, the Speaker' s Office 
will see what we can do about it  as well. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR.  SPEAKER: Mr. Erkloo. 

Question 248-86(1) : NWT Co-op Board Responsible For Funding 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translati on) Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I know you will respond to my request. My 
other question is  to Hon. Tagak Curley, M in ister of Economi c  Development and Tourism . When Mr. 
Pani l oo was aski ng a quest i on you responded by saying that there was going to be a board for the 
co-op and I was wondering what the co-op board w ill come out of, which fi eld? Thank you . 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Minister. 

Return To Quest i on 248-86(1) :  NWT Co-op Boqrd Responsible For Funding 

HON .  TAGAK CURLEY: (Translat ion) Regarding my response earlier, we negoti ated with D IANO and NEDP, 
native economic development program, and we will establ ish a board. We will have one 
representat i ve from the NWT government, from Econom i c  Development and Tourism, two from the Arct i c  
Co-ops L im ited, one from D IANO and NEDP and s i x  from other commun it i es - - that w i ll be compr ised 
from the co-ops of the NWT. Th i s  group wi 11 amount to 11 members and they wi 11 be responsible for 
the funding and they wi l l  have a head office in Yellowkni fe. Thank you .  

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. M in ister . Mr . Erkloo .  
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Supplementary To Quest ion 248-86(1): NWT Co-op Board Responsible For Funding 

MR .  ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr . Speaker . Getting back to your response earlier, you were 
a lso saying that there were going to be six communities involved in this and I was wondering if you 
can tel l  me which communities will be on the board? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister . 

Further Return To Question 248-86(1): NWT Co-op Board Responsible For Funding 

HON .  TAGAK CURLEY: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker . Those six conmunities will be appointed 
by their co-ops and I cannot tell you in detail because the co-op will be the ones to appoint those 
communities and I cannot explain to you which ones they will appoint. They also will  have their 
own board of directors and maybe to respond to your question I will write to you. I will hand you 
the l etter later. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister . Is that answer satisfactory, Mr. Erk l oo, to your question? 
Oral questions . Mr . McCallum. 

Question 249-86(1) : Recreation Position Moved From Fort Smith To Hay River 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question of the Minister of Local Government, 
responsible for recreation. I raised this question with the previous Minister, Mr . Speaker . It 
concerns a recreation position in Fort Smith that the then Minister told me, when I questioned him 
on it, would likely be there forever . I trusted him because they always say to "trust us" . I 
assumed that but I know what it is to assume things because I know how to spell that word. I would 
l ike to ask the Minister of responsible government, or responsible for Local Government, a 
question. Has there been a change since the Ministers changed portfolios regarding that position 
for a recreation person in Fort Smith? 

MR.  SPEAKER : Mr . Minister. 

Return To Question 249-86(1): Recreation Position Moved From Fort Smith To Hay River 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. It shows who you can trust nowadays . Yes, Mr. Speaker, 
the Minister and circumstances changed and as such we did rel_ ocate the position to Hay River, only 
to retain the individual that had the position, Ms Sabri n a  Dragon, who was getting married to a Hay 
River resident. We were faced with the situation of losing Ms Dragon and quite frankly I did not 
want to. She is a very valuable employee and the region advised that we could deliver the program 
from Hay River without any effect on the program. It would not affect the program, so I concurred 
with the department ' s  suggestion and rel ocated the position to Hay River . Thank you. 

MR. MacQUARRi t :  That is trul y  a valuable employee . . .  

M R .  SPEAKER: Mr . McCallum. 

MR.  McCALLUM: I have a supplementary . . . 

MR. RICHARD: I'll bet ! 

Supplementary To Question 249-86(1) : Recreation Position Moved From Fort Smith To Hay River 

MR. McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker . I wonder, given that when one does raise questions of Ministers that 
we get this trite response, "Trust us", I wonder if the Minister could indicate to me how long I 
can trust him to keep the position there or shou l d  there be a breakdown in that particular or 
pending partnership, will the position then come b ack to Fort Smith? 

---Laughter 

MR.  R ICHARD: Trust Sabrina . 

MR. MacQUARRIE :  He is sure no matchmaker, this guy. 
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HON. BRUCE McLAUGHL-I N :  Are you attending the wedding, Arnold? 

MR.  McCALLUM : You are right ! She is a good friend. 

MR. SPEAKER: I can assure the honourable Member that there will be no division on this particular 
marriage and everything will go fine and the position will stay i n  H ay River . 

---Laughter 

Mr. Minister . 

Further Return To Question 249-86(1 ): Recreation Position Moved From Fort Smith To Hay River 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Yes, the pos i t-ion is a Fort Smith position and if it h appened that Ms Dragon 
were to vacate the position, then the position would revert back to Fort Smith . 

MR.  SPEAKER : We are back to the private conversations again. Oral questions . Oral questions .  
That appears to conclude oral questi ons for today. Item 5, written questions . Mr. Appaqaq. 

ITEM 5 :  WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Question 250-86(1): Annual Medical Examinations For Sanikiluaq Residents 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Trans l ation) Thank you, Mr .  Speaker . I would like to ask a question of the Minister 
of Health . I gave you a telex today regarding Sanikiluaq. My question is regarding Sanikiluaq 
residents  no longer receiving annual medical check-ups. Nowadays, only the people who become sick 
are examined by medical professionals. In some cases, diseases are detected when it is too late to 
do anything about them. The concern of my constituents is that they feel that all residents of 
Sanikiluaq should undergo annual medical examinations and that these should not be restricted to 
tuberculosis examinations . 

Would the Minister responsible  for Health investigate the possibility of my constituents receiving 
annual medical examinations through Manitoba Health Services and report the result? 

MR.  SPEAKER: Are there any further written questions? That appears to cone l ude writ ten questions 
for today. 

Item 6, returns.  Are there any returns today? Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY : Mr. Speaker, I have a return to an oral question from the Member for High 
Arctic . He was not there, I wonder if I can present it to him at this time? 

MR. SPEAKER: The object of trying to put the replies back into the oral question period is so that 
Members can ask supplementary questions to the reply that is given. So unless it is a matter of 
urgency, I would prefer that it be left for oral questions tomorrow. Item 6, returns to written 
questions. There do not appear to be any returns. 

Item 7, petitions . 

Item 8, reports of standing and special committees . 

Item 9, tabling of documents. Item 10, notices of motion. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

ITEM 10: NOTICES OF MOTION 

Notice Of Motion 30-86(1) :  Paving Of Highway Between Rae-Edzo And Yello.wknife 

MR. WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on June 16th I will move the following motion: That 
this House recommend to the Executive Council that it consider giving priority to the paving of the 
highway between Rae-Edzo and Ye 11 owkn i fe in the very near future; and further that the Executive 
Council immediately begin negoti ations with the federal government to obtain the necessary funding 
for this project. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wah-Shee. Notices of motion. Mr . Pedersen. 
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Notice Of Motion 31-86(1): Appointments To NWT Water Board 

HON . RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to give notice that on Monday, June 16th, 1986, 
I wil l  be introducing a motion concerning recommendations for appointments to the NWT Water Board 
by the Cormiissioner in Council to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Devel opment. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Pedersen, could you give the meat of the motion to include the names? We would 
have to have the basic facts of the motion as wel l as just the part that brings you into the 
motion. Mr. Pedersen. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wil l read you the motion: Whereas v acancies wi l l  be 
occurring in the very near future in the NWT Water Board; and whereas certain appointments to the 
NWT Water Board are to be made by the Minister of I ndian Affairs and Northern Devel opment, on the 
recommendation of the Cammi ss i oner in Council ; now therefore, I mov.e, seconded by the MLA for 
Inuvik, the Hon. Tom Butters, that the fo l l owing individu als be recommended for a two year term by 
this House to the Mi nister of Indian Affairs and Northern Devel opment for appoi ntment to the NWT 
Water Board: Mr.  G len Warner, Mr. D' Arcy Arden . That i s  the motion. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The necessary part to be read is where you "move th at " .  That is the 
section that has to be on record. Notices of motion. That appears to concl ude notices of mot ion 
for today . Item 11, notices of motion for first reading of bills. Mr. Wray. 

ITEM 11: NOTICES OF MOTION FOR FIRST READING OF BILLS 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bil l 17-86(1) : Summary Conviction Procedures Act 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I give notice that on Monday, June 16th, 1986, I sha l l  
move that Bil l 17-86 ( 1) ,  An Act to Amend the Summary Conviction Procedures Act, b e  read for the 
first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Notices of motion for first reading of bil ls. Mr. Wray. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of �il l  18-86(1): International Commercial Arbitration Act 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I g ive notice that on Monday, June 16th, 1986, I shal l 
move that Bil l  18-86 ( 1), An Act Respecting International Commercial Arbitration, be read for the 
first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wray. Notices of mot i on for first reading of b i l l s. Mr. Butters. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bil l  23-86(1): Suppl ementary Appropriation Act, No. 4, 
1985-86 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Monday, June 16th, 1986, I shal l move that 
Bil l 23-86(1), An Act Respecting Supplementary Appropriations for the Government of the Northwest 
Territories for the Fiscal Year Ending the 31st Day of March, 1986, be read for the first time . 

MR. SPEAKER: 
Sibbeston. 

Thank you, Mr. Minister. Notices of motion for first reading of bills. Mr. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bil l 20-86(1) : Pub l ic Service Act 
) 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON : Mr . Speaker, I give notice that on Monday, June 16th, 1986, I shal l move that 
Bil l 20-86 ( 1),  An Act to Amend the Public Service Act, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motion for first reading of b i l ls .  Mr. Butters. 

l�otice Of Motion For First Reading Of B i l l  24-86 ( 1) :  Supplementary Appropriation Act, No. 2, 
1986-87 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Monday, June 16th, 1986, I sha l l  move that 
Bil l 24-86(1), An Act Respecting Suppl ementary Appropriations for the Government of the Northwest 
Territories for the Fiscal Year Ending the 31st Day of March, 1987, be read for the first time. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Not ices of motion for first reading of b ills. Bill 22-86(1) is  not go ing 
to be moved today. I am assum ing that B ill 20-86 (1) has no financial implicati ons and does not 
requ i re the consent of the Corm1 i ssi oner. Is that correct? I do not have that b i ll '. n fr0nt of  
me. That appears to be a 1 1  r i ght. There are no prob 1 ems. Item 12, mot i ans. Mot ion 27-86 ( 1 ) ,  
Mr. Richard. 

ITEM 12: MOTIONS 

Motion 27-86(1): Fourth Electoral Distr ict For Yellowkni fe 

MR . RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

WHEREAS the c ity of  Yellowkn i fe comprises approximately 22 per cent of the populat i on of the 
Northwest Territories, yet i s  l i m ited to only three of 24 seats i n  this Assembly; 

AND WHEREAS such an i mbalance results in the people of Yellowkni fe being underrepresented i n  
this Assembly, contrary to the fundamental princ i ple of democrat i c  government of 
representat i on by popu lat ion ;  

AND WHEREAS the Northwest Terr i tor i es Act provi des for a 25  seat Assembly; 

AND WHEREAS the m inority report of the chai rperson of the Northwest Terr i tor ies Electoral 
Di str ict Boundaries Comn i ss i on, dated the 7th day of May, 1983, recommended " i n  a sp i r it  of 
fai rness" that an add i t i onal electoral distr ict  be created for the c i ty of Yellowkni fe and set 
out in the boundaries therefor; 

NOW THEREFORE , I move, seconded by the Member for Slave R iver, that the Legislative Assembly 
and Execut ive Counc i l  Act be amended to i nclude a fourth electoral distr i ct for the c i ty of 
Ye 1 1  owk n i f  e ; 

AND FURTHER, that the boundar i es of the four electoral distri cts be those set out in  the 
m inority report of the chairperson of the Northwest Terr i tor i es Electoral Boundari es 
Comm ission dated the 7th day of May, 1983. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Ri chard. Your motion is  i n  order. Proceed. 

MR. RICHARD : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

AN HON. MEMBER : Quest i on. 

---Laughter 

MR. MacQUARRIE : Is that a dagger in h is  hand? 

---Laughter 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, in the late 1970s -- I cannot recall the spec i f i c  date but the 
Government of Canada, at the request of northerners, i ncreased the allowable number of seats i n  
th is  Assembly to 25 from 15. In or about 1979 the seats were increased from 15 to 22 by an act of 
this Assembly . In 1983 the Potts Commission was appoi nted to make recommendati ons to thi s  
Assembly, incl uding the possi ble i ncrease from 22 up to 25. At that ti me, as Members know, two 
seats were added. One i n  the Fort Simpson, Fort Provi dence area; essentia lly Mr. S i bbeston ' s  
then consti tuency was d iv ided into two. A l so i n  the Central Arc t i c  or K i t i kmeot area, a 
const i tuency there was divided i nto two . 

The chairman of the Potts Commission, Mr . Just i ce Potts, i n  h i s  minority report, as Members know, 
recommended that one other seat be added for Yellowkni fe because of the important factor of 
representat i on by population and, as Justi ce Potts stated, " i n  a sp i r i t  of fai rness". In May, 
1983, i n  the N inth Assembly there was a mot i on to adopt the m i nority report. That mot i on was 
defeated. My friend the Member from A iv i l i k, Mr. Curley, at that t i me stated, Mr . Speaker, that 
the matter of the 25th seat should be adjourned and left for the 10th Assembly to deci de. Th i s  i s  
the 10th Assemb ly and I am following Mr. Curley ' s  advice today, Mr . Speaker . 
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In October ,  Mr. Speaker, of 1984, when I was el ected , during that election campaign many peop l e  
spoke to me and to the other candidate , about the fact that Yellowknife only had three seats in 
this Assembly. Mr. Speaker , next to the housing shortage which existed i n  this city, this was the 
issue that was most tal ked about by people at that time. They felt that with our large population 
in this city that we should have four voices, four votes and not three, to represent all of the 
people in this city. 

In my first speech in this Assemb ly ,  Mr. Speaker, in November ,  1984, I indicated then that I would 
at one point during this 10th Assembl y  be asking my friends and colleagues in this Assembly to 
correct this imbalance and to give the residents of Yellowknife the same political power and rights 
that other residents of the Northwest Territories have and enjoy. 

At that time, in November ,  1984, my colleague Mr. Patterson, the Member for I qaluit, responded that 
he was concerned that I would dare raise -- that I would dare raise this issue because it had 
already been debated i n  the Ninth Assembly. Although my friend , Mr. Patterson, is not here -- he 
is  paired off today, Mr. Speaker, with Mr. Ballantyne . . .  

---Laughter 

. . .  to him, and I know he will read the Hansard , to him I say, I know that he disagrees with me on 
this issue as do some other Members of this House but, surely ,  he would agree that I have the right 
to raise it. I was not in the Ninth Assembly. If the tables were reversed, if the Baffin Region 
had a sudden surge or increase in population and was underrepresented in this Assembly, Mr. 
Patterson would be the first to raise the matter again and again and again. I would defend and 
support his right to do so. 

Comparative Statistics On Population Within Constituencies 

Mr. Speaker , let me give some current population figures and the source I use, Mr. Speaker , is the 
publication of the population estimates produced by the bureau of statistics of the Government of 
the Northwest Territories just l ast month or in April of 1986, giving population figures as of June 
1985. The population of the Territories, Mr. Speaker, is 51,012. The city of Yellowknife , 11,077 
so together with the population of Detah, 143, this city has 22 per cent of the population of the 
Territories. Mr. Speaker, 22 per cent of 24 seats, is in my mathematics , 5 . 3  seats; 22 per cent of 
25 seats in this Assembly would be 5. 5 seats. I am not asking , Mr. Speaker , for five or six seats, 
merely four. I have taken the Yel lowknife population statistics and with the help of  city hall and 
the research staff, broken it down to the three constituencies. The figure I want to draw to the 
attention of my colleagues is my own constituency of Yell owknife South now has a population of 
6330 , 12. 5 per cent of the population of the entire Territories. The next highest population of 
any constituency is that of my friend from Inuvik ,  3166; I qaluit and Hay River come in thi rd and 
fourth with approximately 2950. Mr. Speaker, the point here is even if my constituency was divided 
in two, the two new constituencies would still have the largest population or would be equal to 
Inuvik, in effect. The average constituency size is 2125. 

The other interesting statistic from the government report is the number of natives 1 iving in 
Yellowknife. Yellowknife now has the second highest native population of all NWT communiti es. 
Frobisher Bay has the highest at 1828, Yellowknife is next with 1508. More than Rae-Edzo , more 
than Inuvik and more than Fort Smi th. Mr. Speaker, I am not asking for a strict adherence to the 
mathematical formula or to the principle of representation by population, that would mean five or 
six seats for Yellowknife. But I do ask my friends and colleagues i n  this Assembly for more fair 
treatment and I do not bel ieve , Mr. Speaker , it is being unreasonable to request a fourth seat. 

Recently I had the privilege of attending a workshop of the Western Consti tutional Forum with Mr. 
MacQuarrie, Mr. Wah-Shee, Mr. Nerysoo and representatives of the Dene Nation, Metis Association and 
COPE. At that meeting various constitutional models for future government of the NWT were 
di scussed, al ong with the notion of guaranteed representation. When we l ooked at models at that 
time, we l ooked at an Assembly in the western territory of 24 or 25 seats and the calculations that 
were being discussed there wou l d  indicate that representation by population would mean seven seats 
for Yell owknife . I would state , Mr . Speaker , that I would never insist on such a proportion. 
Large communities wi 1 1  always be underrepresented on a mathematical formula to some degree . I made 
a commitment at that meeting that I would be reasonabl e  on behalf of the people I represent in such 
a model in the future . 
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Mr. Speaker, I am asking my many fri ends and col leagues i n  this Assembly  to be reasonable and fair 
with this request when they consider their position on this motion. Some Members have indicated 
their support to me in the past and I am asking for their confirmation of that support i 1i , ot; ,1� 
for this motion.  I am also trusting the Executive Council Members will have a free v,,te on this 
issue . 

Mr. Speaker, in British Columbia there is a court chal l enge before the courts at the present time.  
Some citizens are challenging the electoral boundaries distribution in that provincP as h:: '. ng 
unconstitutional because of too few seats in the larger centres. I do not believe V1at we s!1ou l d  
rely o n  court chal lenges in the NWT or wait for any court challenges . I a m  asking Members to 
redress the imbalance right here i n  th i s  Assemb l y  and I ask Members for their support for this 
motion. Mahsi cha. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Richard. Mr. McCal lum, as seconder. 

Assembly Should Take Advantag� Of Available Seat 

MR . McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am in favour of correcting what I consi der to be an 
i mbalance here. I voted in 1979 to ensure that this House would have better representation of 
Members and I put a l ot of time and effort in that kind of redistributi on .  I voted in 1983 again 
for the redistribution of seats. The Potts report, as Mr . Richard has indicated, sett led two 
particular areas , but there was a minority report as well by the chairman that recommended a fourth 
seat in Yellowknife, the third seat to make up 25 . I do not believe it is simply a situati on of 
representation by populati on. The other factors that come into p lay are invo lved here as well , 
those of communications, community of  interests and everything else. 

I do not believe that Yellowknife is represented simply by all the Ministers that are on the 
Executi ve. Those Ministers are not elected by the people of Yellowknife. I believe that the 
people of Yellowknife should have the other seat that is available to this parti cular House. 
Nothing untoward about it, I simply beli eve that it corrects an imbalance that is there because 
there are a lot of people i n  the city that should have the representation. I do not think it is 
fair to have the large constituencies in this city as opposed to smaller ones in other places. And 
if there ever comes a time for increased distribution or another distribution to another particul ar 
community, then I would make sure that I v1ould vote for that as wel l .  I believe that we should be 
setting the number of MLA� to represent the constituencies throughout the Territories, that is why 
in each of the instances where there has been this redistribution, I was for taking full advantage 
of what was avail able to u s .  

Under our particular rules in the NWT Act we can have no more than 25 and no fewer than 15. We had 
to work hard to get that changed. Once having gotten it changed, we should take advantage of it . 
In my opinion I think the city of YellowknifP deserves another seat. Thank you. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McCallum . To the motion . Mr . Paniloo . 

MR. PANILOO: ( Translation) Thank you, Mr . Speaker . Regarding this motion, I will not support it. 
I have several reasons. In our communities in the Eastern Arctic and in  the Mackenzie, there are 
many people living in communities and not all of them have access roads. In Yel lo,1knife you can 
move around no matter how much of a population there is -- simply to get their opinions. If that 
is the only reason you want another seat in the NWT, the other communities would want to have more 
seats as well. For this reason because we are representatives by being elected, each one has been 
given di fferent reasons. Being Inuit or Dene, that should not be the criterion for having a seat 
in the Assembly. Regarding the election. When there are only 24 in the Assembly, there can always 
be a different vote on issues . I think I will not support th i s  motion. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion . Mr . Erkloo. 

Eastern Arctic Outvoted 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to say I understand his motion 
quite well. The population difference in Yellowknife is the main issue here and it should be used 
as a criterion for representation but because they have city status, tl1ey have three 
representatives when they only have one community here in town . There was a commissioned research 
on electoral districts in 1976. Pond Inlet was put in v1ith R�so lute Bay area and v1e had Ludy 
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Pudl uk as our representative. During the research where the electoral boundaries were decided, 
Pond Inlet stated that they did not want t o  speak to the research commission because if the 
Legislative Assembl y  representation is increased, they would not represent Nunavut but at this time 
we are sorry that we did not welcome the commissi on or the research party at that time. Today, at 
this t i me in Eastern Arctic we have on l y  11 representatives and in the Western Arcti c 13 
representatives. As I l ook at it now it wou l d  not be in fairness when the Eastern Arctic is always 
being outvoted by the Western Arctic. The Inuit ancestors that used to live here years ago, the 
elders of the commun ity are always worried that the Western Arcti c  people are always outvoting the 
Eastern Arctic issues; if we are gofng to have 25 representatives, if the Member is not going to be 
from the Eastern Arctic we shou l d  not support it. Because of this I know there will be a lot of 
di scussions. I want just to clarify the reasons for our saying no to this issue. It is because of 
my constituents. I want to have more representatives from Eastern Arctic. That way we would be 
able to have more votes in the Legisl ative Assembly. Peop le  in my region wou l d  be very angry if 
there were more additions to the Western Arct ic caucus. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Erkloo. To the motion. Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have some difficulty with the particular motion too. 
Perhaps I would be in support of the fourth seat if there was party politics but . . .  

MR. RICHARD :  We can add that if  you like, an amendment. 

---Laughter 

MR. GARGAN: . • . but I believe that when the report came out for the three additional seats, I 
understood that the recommendation was that the fourth seat in Yellowknife would be designated for 
the aboriginal group. I do not know whether that still applies to this motion and I am not too 
clear where the fourth seat would go, i f  it went to Yellowknife. This is the problem I am having 
right now. Mr. Speaker, I will be abstaining from voting on this. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Gargan. To the mot i on. Mr. T' Seleie.  

MR. T' SELEIE : Mr. Speaker, I feel that if  I do not comment on this motion that I will not be  doing 
my region a favour. The Members for Yel lowkni fe South and for Slave River have made some points. 
Mr. Richard's main argument is an argument of numbers. Mr. Richard says that Yellowknife has 22 
per cent of the population and therefore deserves six or seve.n seats but only has three. It seems 
to me that in this instance that the main consideration for an extra seat for any region should be 
not based on numbers but based on a quality of life, on the ability to represent yourselves and in 
those terms I do not think that Yel l owknife deserves another seat. In my view the government is 
Yellowkn i fe. I think that the city of Yellowknife can take the Executive Council for supper every 
night i f  it wanted to . . .  

AN HON. MEMBER : Hear, hear ! 

---Laughter 

MR. T'SELEIE: I do not take the motion seriously, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Richard has not approached 
me about this motion. I think that in order to support a motion like this, that for myself anyway, 
I would expect to have a reason to support this motion and Mr. Richard has not given me that 
reason. I can only concl ude that it is being done as a way of getting some publicity and so, sir, 
for those reasons I cannot support this motion. My view is that this government is a government of 
Yellowknife, Pine Point, Fort Smith, Hay R i ver, Inuvik . . .  

MR .  McCALLUM: Arct i c  Red River, Fort Good Hope . . .  

MR. T'SELEIE: . . .  Frobisher Bay and a few others and because it seems to me they are the ones who 
know the rules of this government and . . .  

MR. RICHARD: Being penalized. 

---Laughter 

MR. T'SELE IE :  No, I do not say they shou ld  be penal ized, I am stating a fact which says that these 
communities are the ones who are most able to represent themselves . . • 
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HON. TAGAK CURLEY: They do a very good job . 

MR. T'SELEIE: . . .  so, sir, I find it really, really difficult to support this motion. Tr.c:;�!; �,ou. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. T'Seleie. To the motion. Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: (Trans 1 at ion) Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me the opportunity to speak. 
Mr. Speaker, what Ted Richard is saying is a ll  true and it is very hard to say that it i s  not true 
especially  when you are coming out with statistics to prove your requirement. I cannot say that 
Yellowknife requires more representatives in the House but I think that we should talk about the 
other communities in the Northwest Territories, not based on statistics but because it is a part of 
the NWT and the part of the NWT which requires the most development. I think that if we were to 
say that we are more densely populated in one area of the Northwest Territories I am sure that our 
constituents would not be too happy. 

Yel l owknife MLAs Have No Problems Of Expense And Travel 

I would just l ike to make a few comments with respect to that. The MLAs for Yellowknife represent 
their constituents. They do not · have difficu l ty in representing their constituents or speaking for 
them because they do not have to worry about the additional expenses that are required to represent 
their constituents. They do not have to worry about whether or not their p lanes 1�ill actually 
arrive or whether or not the vehicles that they require to meet their constituents will be able to  
operate. They have no worries about t ie-ups or if, I were to  see the Government Leader, not being 
able to meet the Government Leader because of bad weather for example. I bel ieve that my colleague 
would be able to see the Government Leader on my behalf but I would not be abl e  to see him 
persona l ly. As the Minister of Economic Development I would not be able to approach him with 
certain matters the same way as other MLAs have access to the Government Leader, for example. Also 
your constituents in Yellowknife, if they want to see you, for example, the businesses in 
Yell owknife do not have problems seeing their representative. 

So we cannot make any decision based on the statistics that have been given because there are other 
factors that should be considered when you are going to decide whether or not there should be 
additional Members. I think that we cou l d  support overal 1, the Electoral Di strict Boundaries 
Commission report that was submitted. So I would not support this motion because all of the peop l e  
in the NWT have to be represented equally. I think we should consider this. In 1986 , we will be 
advised, perhaps next year if it is not 1986 , how many people there actually are in the NWT because 
the Canada census is taking place now and I am sure there are more people than before. This is one 
of the reasons I would not support the motion. I think we will have to review the report of the 
Electoral District Boundaries Commission again and get another report on what the boundaries  in the 
NWT should be. For example, even in Fort Good Hope, the boundary in that area should be amended. 
If we will be holding elections in 1987 , perhaps Pine Point needs more representatives. So I will 
not support the motion. (Translation ends) 

Respectfully I say that because I do not think we want to get into acrimonious debate on this 
motion because that was the case when we went through the last report of the Electoral Boundaries 
Commission of the NWT. We do not want to get into that situation. I say that there are other 
facts that must be addressed and the fact of the matter is that numbers only, technicalities only, 
shou l d  not speak for the people of the NWT, because that is the way the reality is. Some of us do 
not have a highway, some of us do not h ave other means of communication or transportation. So I 
say Yellowknife is wel 1-represented . I say that Yel lowknife h as more than three Members in the 
House of this Legislature of this government. Mr. Speaker, I can say that Yellowknife actually 
has, in my cal culations, six members to represent them to the Government of the NWT. These Members 
are: honourabl e  Ted Richard, honourable Bob MacQuarrie . . .  

MR. MacQUARR IE: Neither o f  us is "Honourables".  

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: . . .  Hon. Michael Ballantyne. And we have other members here -- Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, News/North . . .  

---Applause 
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. . .  and the city of Yellowknife, represent ing Yellowkni fe. So I say that you guys are well
represented in that regard. I do not think we should be seriously thinking  about the fact of 
trying to convi nce the media that media is not fairly represented. They wi ll do a darn good job 
tomorrow morning and you just count what k i nd of issues they are going to support tomorrow and I 
say they will represent you very well. So therefore I w ill vote against the moti on. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Curley. Mr. McLaughlin. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As Members know, I was i nvolved in caus i ng the 
mot i on to come to the House in the last Assembly to create the extra seat and I fought very hard at 
that t i me to get a 25th seat and that being a fourth seat in Yellowkn i fe on that occasion. I was 
sympathet i c  due to the s i ze. But you have to remember that Members l i ke the Hon. Tom Butters and 
our Speaker and Mr. Wray, represent s i gn if icantly large consti tuencies, some with just one 
community and some w i th a couple of communit i es. 

Yell owknife MLAs Represent Consti tuents Well 

The other thing I think you should realize is that in the last Assembly and in th is  As sembly, the 
three Members from Yellowkni fe did an excellent job of representing thei r  consti tuents. They also 
have the advantage because there are three MLAs represent i ng one commun ity, that they can d iv ide 
i s sues up amongst themselves if they chose to do that and centre in on certai n departments or 
specialize on certain i ssues. They can also ho ld  joint constituency meetings which they do on 
occasi on. In add i tion I would also put this to Members of the House, not only do you have three 
MLAs, you also have ei ght Ministers, some resi ding full-ti me in  thi s const ituency, who are 
access ible at coffee, lunch, go i ng to get the ir  mail, walking down the street and access ible to 
res i dents of Yellowkni fe who come up t o  us and approach us on i ssues. That i s  not something that 
other communi t i es have access to. 

In addit i on to that, this is the headquarters, there are deputy mini sters, ass i stant deputy 
mini sters, all the heads of the departments who make po l i ci es for the NWT l i ving here in thi s  
communi ty. When they feel this communi ty needs a better serv i ce they are r i ght i n  there mak i ng  
sure that the paper gets moved and the work gets done to  make sure that Yellowkni fe does not 
suffer. You can see in the area of educat i on the pup il/teacher rat i o  i n  Yellowkn i fe and in 
reg i onal headquarters, as compared to other commun i t i es. That i s  a good example of how senior 
c iv il  servants make sure that programs are wel 1 -del ivered in the ir  communi ties. So although I was 
sympathet i c  in the last Assembly, now that I have become i nvolved in the Execut i ve Council  and 
reali ze how accessible the Execut i ve Counci 1 i s  to Yellowkni fe res i dents and different 
organi zati ons, I cannot support the moti on. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLaughli n. Mrs. Lawrence. 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do not beli eve I w ill be supporting this motion as well, 
although Mr. Richard did  approach me. If we have to consi der the number of people that we are 
represent ing then I think we should cons i der the di stance that some of us have to travel. Even 
though we are not represent i ng that many peop 1 e we do cover a lot of m i leage and spend many hours 
travell i ng to v i s i t  some of our const i tuencies. Furthermore, I believe that Yellowknife i s  well
represented with the Min i sters that are l iv ing here, as wel 1 as the three MLAs, not to ment i on the 
CBC. So, I w i ll not be support ing  thi s mot i on. Mahsi cho. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mrs. Lawrence. To the motion. Mr. Wray. 

Yellowknife Is Not Treated Unfairly 

HON. GORDON WRAY : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I also have to i nd i cate that I w i ll not be support i ng 
tnis moti on. I can agree with the tenet that in a democracy there should be adequate 
representat i on by populat i on but I think that that argument can be carr ied a li ttle b it  too far. 
In the North we have always attempted to str ive for a balance between small communi ty, b i g  
communi ty, between nat i ve and non-native and the compos i t i on of t h i s  House i s  a balance. I t  i s  a 
balance to all regions. I would base my deci s i on and I do base my deci s ion  on one s·imple question 
and that is, i s  Yellowkni fe bei ng treated unfai rly? Are the MLAs in Yellowkn i fe overworked? Does 
Yel lowkni fe have limi ted access to government? 
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MR. MacQUARRIE: That is three questions. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: In other words, is Yellowknife being treated unfairly? Nothing . . . 

MR. R ICHARD: Only in representation. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: . . .  in the four years that I have seen would lead me to bel ieve what soever that 
Yellowknife is treated unfairly. They have access, and the Ministers that live here wil� attest to 
the fact that we are more accessible to residents of Yellowknife than to any other residents of any 
community in the Northwest Territories. Our deputy ministers, our chiefs, our directors, everybody 
who is connected with the creation of government policy resides in this community . Everybody who 
is in a position to make any decision of any influence in Yellowknife is located in Yellowknife . 
The heads of most of the territorial organizati ons l ive here. CBC, and we are not being frivolous, 
I can tell you from being a resident in this community that I quite frankly sometimes find it 
disgusting that CBC, which purports to be CBC- North, spends most of its time reporting on 
Yellowknife and reporting Yellowknife issues. The News/North is again, in my opinion, not much 
more than a Yellowknife newspaper .  They have plenty of representation . . .  

MR .  RICHARD: The paper will not give them a vote, though. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Do the MLAs treat Yellowknife unfairly? I f  we were unreasonabl e  and unfair then 
we would not have elected a Yellowknife Member to sit on the Executive Council. They have the best 
of all possible worlds. In a debate a year ago the Member for, at that time, Yell owknife North 
made a big splash and stood up and showed us all a section of rotted sewer pipe and said this is 
what we have in Yell owknife . Wel l ,  any one of us, Mr . Sibbeston or Mr. Curley or myself or any of 
the Members could have stood up and shown you that, because that is what we have got . We have got 
nothing . But that did not stop us from pouring millions of dollars into the Yellowknife city water 
and sewer project. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear ! 

HON. GORDON WRAY: So, are we being unfair to Yellowknife? 

AN HON. MEMBER: No way. 

HON . GORDON WRAY: I do not think so. It has the most developed . . .  

MR . R ICHARD: Only on this mot ion. 

HON . GORDON WRAY: . . .  infrastructure of any community in the Northwest Territories, a lot of it 
paid for by government.  It has the best developed recreational facilities of any community in the 
Northwest Territories. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear ! 

HON. GORDON WRAY: A lot of it paid for by the territorial government. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: That is a good speech .  

HON. GORDON WRAY: So, Yellowknife is adequately looked after . Mr. Richard would give the 
impression that if we do not support this we are unreasonable and unfair and I do not think we are 
at all. Are the MLAs overworked? Is Yellowknife too big for three people to represent? Well, 
they had a meeting l ast week, Mr. Speaker, and 50 people showed up .  That, to my calculation is 
about 13 people apiece . Well ,  if they cannot handle 13 constituents apiece in a public meeting 
then maybe it is the people who are representing Yellowknife that have a problem . 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: They had CBC. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: And CBC was there. 

MR. MacQUARRI E :  Do you ever have them? 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: No way. 

do not see CBC showing up at my constituency meetings. 



- 1038 -

HON. GORDON WRAY: I have many consti tuency meet ing s .  The newspapers were there. They showed up 
at the consti tuency meeting. None of us are afforded that pri v i lege . 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: No way, they cannot afford i t .  

Electoral Boundar i es In Yellowknife 

HON. GORDON WRAY: So, no, Mr. Speaker , I really do not th i nk that an argument can be made by the 
honourable Member that Yel l owkni fe i s  be ing treated unfai rly. Perhaps maybe the problem i s  that 
the boundaries within the three r i di ngs are at fault because i f  one constituency has 6300 people 
then it means that the other two only have 5000. Maybe what th i s  House shou l d  do i s  change the 
boundary 1 i nes w ith in  the city of Yellowkn ife so that there i s  a more adequate representat i on of 
populat ion among the three r i d i ng s  as opposed to just hav i n g  i t  all i n  one. Maybe that i s  
something we could do, split the r i di ngs i n  Yellowknife  up so there ar:e 3500 to 4000 per r id ing .  
That mi ght be a l i ttle b it  better thing to do. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Wray. To the mot ion .  Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : It i s  qu i te obvi ous that the Execut i v e  w i ll be approachi ng this quest i on on the 
matter in a free vote but I have just a very few comments. I wou l d  suggest, s i r ,  that the most 
i mportant element in representative  government i s  not the quant i ty of the representation but the 
quality  of the representat ion. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Hear, hear! 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Yel lowkni fe enjoys excellent representat i on at the present t ime and has over the 
past years . 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Too much. 

---Laughter 

HON. TOM BUTTERS:  The other s i tuat i on has been described by preceding speakers and that i s  that if 
they wish to approach government they just have to wal k  across the street and many Members i n  thi s 
House have to travel thousands of m i les and countless hours to get to the seat of government. 

The third element, s i r, i s  that thi s House at the current time i s  i n  deli cate balance. I thi nk we 
recogni ze that fact and one of the most i mportant balances that must be maintai ned by thi s House is 
the balance between the East and the West. I agree w ith  the concern that I have heard expressed by 
Members of the Eastern Arctic, that another seat for the West would put thi s House i nto serious 
imbal ance . I would agree w ith  that. I th ink that thi s  i s  why the s i tuation that currently ex i s t s  
should  be maintained. Now I have a const ituency concern and that i s  that obvi ously Inuvi k too, 
wou ld  be very interested i n  the 25th seat and I would suggest somet i me if we are look i ng at 
apport ioning  that 25th seat i t  should be done w i th an exami nation of all commun ities by al 1 
const i tuenc i es which may have an i nterest in  be i ng represented by the 25th seat . There i s  one 
solution I would put to the honourab l e  Member. 

Decentral i z at i on A Step To Res,olv i ng Problem 

Mr. Wray has i nd i cated that pos s i b l y  there could be a spl i t t i ng of the exi st i ng const i t uencies for 
the c i ty of Yellowknife, but I would a l so suggest that the honourable Member m i ght consider the 
fact that the bul k  of h i s  const i t uents, I bel i eve, are servants of th i s  government. Now a 
decentrali zat i on of government funct i ons to the reg i ons would remove hi s problem, or reduce 
Yell owkni fe's problem considerably. I think that i f  we decentrali ze government functi ons to the 
Eastern Arct ic  and to K i tikmeot and Hay Ri ver and Inuvik Reg i on and Fort Sm i th . . .  

�R . McCALLUM: Where? 

HON. TOM BUTTERS:  Fort Sm ith  . . .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Not any more, we are not . 

HON. TOM BUTTERS :  ...  this wou l d  be a great step, s i r, toward resolving the problem that Mr. 
Richard has brought before us . 
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MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Butters. To the motion. Mr. Pudluk. 

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will make a brief comment rega?"di :ig this 
moti on. I wil l  not make any response today, I will not offer my support to the motion today. If I 
was going to be one of the Members attending the 11th Assembly I would definitely support this 
motion. 

We have been discussing the 25th seat time and time again and it seems there was a lot of animosity 
concerning this particular seat when we were arguing about seats from ti me to time. I definitely 
want that seat also for my constituency and in my point of view, I think we really have to look at 
the region also instead of the population. 

Those people who are across from us made nice comments earlier. We all get together for, I think, 
eight or nine weeks. During those per iods we usually have 24 representatives and we usually meet 
in Yellowknife. We usually have Yellowknifers attending and we definitel y  are informed by 
Yellowkni fers also about the i r  problems and their concerns. 

Easy Access To Ministers And Government 

I know we are treati ng Yellowknife properly and the government is right here in Yellowknife. A 
person in one of my commun i ties wanted to meet with the Department of Education earlier. Last year 
I asked him if he could come and visit my community and he responded by saying, " Yes, I will. " He 
responded by saying, "Maybe in July, I will vi sit your community. " As you can see, that is a long 
period. If I request a visit last year and he will come to visit us in July that is a long 
period. If you reside in Yellowkni fe, if you request a vis i t  with a department or a Minister, you 
could only wait for one hour. 

Looking at those areas I will not support the motion. I know he is doing it for good purposes and 
we definitely have good reasons also in our communities too. There are three MLAs representing 
Yellowknife, and maybe it would be best if you took turns. If this MLA who is representing this 
area can also collaborate w ith other MLAs from t ime to time, I think that w i ll resol ve the problems 
that you have. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Wah-Shee. 

MR. WAH-SHEE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I find i t  rather disturbing that the Members of this House 
continue to be rather overly parochial and self-righteous in terms of representation. The reason 
I say this is because we all realize in this House that there are interests that represent the 
group from the Eastern Arctic, there are also groups that represent the interests of the West. As 
Members will be aware i n  the N i nth Assembly there was a great deal of debate in regard to how the 
three additional seats should be dealt with and I can recall the debates in regard to both sides of 
the issue. 

The fundamental overri d i ng concern that I got was that any time we were dealing w ith issues that 
represent the East and the West, both sides were extremely concerned that no one group should be 
outvoted in protecting their interests. I think one of the i deas that we did bring forward was 
that the 25th seat could be one that was at large in the terri tory. The other one is that we could 
consider giving it to the city of Yellowknife. 

Now, where I come from, I certainly do not represent the people from the East, I represent the 
people from the West but I respect the views that were brought forward by the Eastern Arctic 
representative, that if it is not a case that the 25th seat is given to the Eastern Arctic then 
obviously you are not going to be prepared to support it. I can respect that. But on the other 
hand I think the 25th seat is available to us right now wi thout making any changes to the NWT Act. 
It is part of the boundaries commiss i on report that was submitted so th i s  House has the authority 
to have the 25th seat allocated. 

Opportunity For Aboriginal Representative 

Also, I think that had Yellowknife had the opportunity to have the fourth seat that would give the 
large population of the aboriginal people that live in thi s  city, that make Yellowknife their home, 
an opportuni ty to represent the city of Yellowknife. As you know, Yellowknife is a population 
which, generally, represents the total territory because it is not only the Euro-Canadian that 
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resides in this city, it is also the Dene, the Metis and the Inuit. So, it does make it unique in 
that way. I would like to see the fourth seat because it will give an opportunity to the 
aboriginal people to represent this city. I do not agree with the viewpoint that just because 
Yellowknife is the capital that it should be denied certain democratic considerations. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Two Ministers From Keewatin 

MR. WAH-SHEE: I do not represent the city, I represent my own region. However, I feel that we are 
coming to  a mentality in this House that any time that we talk about the interests of the city of 
Yellowknife it has got to be negative. I say to you that two Ministers representing Keewatin are 
equivalent to four or even six MLAs representing the city right now. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Hear, hear ! Hear, hear! 

MR. WAH-SHEE: Now, we even have a problem in terms of representation on the Executive Council. 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: Why? 

MR.  MacQUARR IE: Boy, Curley watch out ! 

MR .  WAH-SHEE: I will tell you why . We come down into numbers. In the case of where we make 
selections of the Members that sit on the Executive Council, we have a mutual agreement amongst 
ourselves, as 24 Members, that four seats on the Executive Council will be allocated to the Members 
of the eastern caucus, the other four wi 11 be a 11 ocated to  the West . However, the 1 ast ti me round 
when we looked at candidates, you had five eastern candidates that wanted to get on the Executive 
Council, so obviously you did not have very much of a selection to make. But when you come down 
from the West, you had something like nine or 10 for four. So I am talking about quality selection 
here . If you only had four from the East obviously you would not have any election, it would be 
automatic. Now that makes it a problem in terms of having some region being overrepresented on the 
Executive Council . So you do not necessarily get quality here, you get quantity. 

---Laughter 

MR. McCALLUM: Did you read that newspaper, James? 

MR. MacQUARRIE: That was said respectful ly .  

MR. WAH-SHEE: That is a matter of  opinion .  But anyway I do bel ieve that we have to start looking 
at some of the democratic principles when we are tal king about representation. Some people here do 
not want to look at statistics; they do not even want to consider them. But when it comes down to 
issues closer to  home, obviously they want to l ook at all kinds of statistics to justify their 
views concerning their region. But when we are talking about somebody else' s region, obviously let 
us not look at statistics and let us not even be logical about it. The whol e  issue becomes an 
emotional kind of issue. What I am saying is that I think that the people of the city of 
Yellowknife need a little better consideration. When they are l ooking at your population and your 
communities, I am sure that the Members of this House are interested in the concerns that you are 
raising in regard to your communities and your constituency . A ll  I want to see is just fair play 
all the way around. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear!  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr.  Wah-Shee. To the motion. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: When the motion was first introduced and I saw the smi les on the faces of Members 
around the House, I was momentarily heartened. 

---Laughter 

After the comments, I realize that they were like the smi les on the faces of Cassius and Brutus as 
they approached Caesar on the Ides of March. At any rate, I think that the kinds of comments that 
have been made by Members are unfair, in a particular way. When you talk about representation and 
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the numbers of representatives, it seems that many Members focus only on one aspect of 
representation and that is the ability of the representative to come into contact with his 
constituents .  And it is said that that is easier here in Yellowkni fe and therefore no f'Jrther 
representation is needed. 

Voting Power Is The Foundation Of Representatipn 

But there is another critical aspect of representation that is ignored by all of these Members and 
that is the aspect of voting power . In a representative democracy, representation by population is 
the foundation and the basis of representation so that you can have a free society and a society 
whose citizens are equal to one another, essentially, in their ability to shape the decisions that 
are made in that political jurisdiction. If you disregard equality of representation in that 
respect then you have a situation where it takes several thousand Yellowknifers to have one block 
of voting power in this Assembly and perhaps several hundred or only scores of people from the 
Hudson Bay riding to do the same thing . So that is why representation by population is important. 
I do not say it is the only element, but it is the foundation of representation . 

The practice has been in representative democracies to modify that principle and rightly so, I 
agree with it. It is modified from t ime to time in order to give a stronger weighting to rural 
ridings than to urban ones because of some of the reasons that were mentioned by Members in this 
House . It is common to modify representation by population, taking into account certain geographic 
and cultural features ,  so that there wi 11 be some good rat i ona 1 ity to the kind of represent at ion 
that occurs .  But while you modify for those reasons, you can never lose sight of  what i s  the basis 
for representation and that i s  representation by popul ation. And I say that, in fact, Mr . Wray 
earli er said that representation for Yellowknife was carried too far -- the consideration for 
representation by population was carried too far. I say, not at al 1, that it is precisely the 
opposite of that. We have carried the modification of the princi ple too far and we are asking for 
a little redress .  

Some of the reasons that were given by Members for not supporting this motion really do not stand . 
Certain organizations and institutions were mentioned as being equivalent to Yel lowknife 
representation. I would say, first of all, in regard to the media, CBC and News/North, that those 
were insulting statements concerning the media because they are generally objective and do try to 
take account of the interest everywhere.  Insulting and unfair. And they do not represent 
Yel lowknife any more than they represent other communities. In fact, it ought to be wel 1-known 
that in the case of CBC news there are news offices i n  Inuvik, Rankin Inlet and in Frobisher Bay as  
well . And I must say that they seldom call me  to  ask for my points of view on many things . 

---Laughter 

And where else in the world, may I ask, is there a televis i on network for approximately 1 5 , 000 
people but i n  the Eastern Arctic with the Inuit Broadcasting Corporation? 

Some Members say that they need additional representatives because of the costs of gett i ng around 
the riding. But let us not pretend that that is not taken account of in the rules of this House.  
Members who have constituencies that are larger in numbers of communities and require travel ling, 
receive significantly increased constituency allowances in order to make it possible for them to do 
that . 

And then talking about Members in Yellowknife -- three Members, there is added wear and tear on the 
representatives now because we are so access ible. The door is always open and peop l e  drop in 
frequently. And we are glad of that, but the fact is that we have large volumes of people to deal 
w ith and probably that is why I have become gray since I was elected to the Assembly six years ago. 

At any rate there is now too great a disparity in the size of seats and something should be done to 
rectify that. I said that to the Potts Commission in 1983 and I still believe it. My colleague 
for Yel lowknife North, who other Members gracious l y  el ected to the Executive Council, wished it to 
be noted that he also made that representation to the Potts Commission and if he were here today he 
would support this motion indeed, but then probably Mr . Patterson would not, so I guess that is 
fair enough . But at any rate, the reasons that I supported this position in front of the Potts 
Commission are the same reasons that I just outlined now . I certainly wi l l  support this motion . 
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Western Members Do Not Use Voting Power Unfairly 

I disregard the arguments that it is crit i cally a matter between East and West, because in fact i f  
another Yellowknife seat were provided that does not really change the voting balance. There are 
already more western Members than eastern. As to the danger then of decisions always going against 
the East, I say that in the future that would be no more t rue than it is at the present time. 
Because despite the fact that there are more western votes, that is seldom, i f  ever, used to decide 
any issue, including the fact that there should be four Members from East and four Members from 
West on the Executive Council. If western Members had wanted to vote as a b l ock as western Members 
that would  not exist. But we do not exercise the voting power that we have i n  that kind of way. 
We have not done it with publ i c  housing. We have not done it with respect to divisi on itself. 

AN HON .  MEMBER : Really? 

MR . MacQUARRIE: Well, that is because . . .  

MR .  McCALLUM: That is because you could not count. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: . . .  the eastern Members voluntarily left the House, and we just felt -- you talked 
about the quality of representation, it is there -- we felt committed. We were in the House, we 
must do the publ i c " s  business, so we voted in your absence .  

MR. McCALLUM : For you. 

MR . MacQUARRI E: At any rate, as I said I will support this motion knowing that if it were adopted 
we would be moving toward more fairness in the matter of voting power but at the same time we would 
not seriously erode the balance of cultural regions that are already reflected in this House and I 
would not want to seriously erode that balance. I ask other Members to reconsider now even after 
having made your statements and perhaps feeli ng a twinge of sympathy, a littl e notion of fai rness 
and rightness . . .  

MR. R ICHARU: Common sense would do . 

MR. MacQUARRIE: . . .  and vote, yes, to Mr.  Richard's motion. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

- - -Applause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr.  MacQuarrie . To the motion. Mr. Angottitauruq.  

Both Sides Have Valid View 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I guess just before the vote I would like to state 
where I am going to be standing. As for me I will be abstaining on the vote, after hearing both 
sides, the East and West conflict going on on this very important decision-making vote, I believe. 
So, for that reason I agree with both sides, either if they are putting it into the East or into 
the West. I am not worried about Yellowknife itself. I guess the speakers that spoke against the 
mot ion and spoke for the motion all know what it means to them and know what they are saying .  
Bel ieving that both sides have a valid vi ew, I am not going to  be  voting for this motion , in  the 
hope that in the future it will come up again and then hopefully, I will make my decision . Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Angottitauruq.  To the motion. Last cal l .  To the motion. You have 
the prerogative now of summing up, Mr . Richard. 

MR .  RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Very briefly, some of the Members ' comments on the motion, 
if I cou ld  address them briefly, Mr. Speaker, in closing. First of all, Mr. Gargan had some 
concern with the motion and wanted to know where the fourth seat would go . The motion refers to 
the boundaries set out in the minority report and there is a map attached to the minority report 
but in effect, Mr . Speaker, the fourth seat wou l d  be created by dividing the current constituency 
that I represent, Yellowknife South, so under the map attached to the minority report, Yellowknife 
North and Yell owknife Centre wou ld  essentially remain the same but Yellowknife South would be 
divided in two. 



C 

L 

- 1043 -

My colleague from Sahtu, Mr.  T ' Seleie. With respect, Mr . Speaker, I would refresh Mr. T'Seleie's 
memory by indicating to him that I had raised it in a meeting of western caucus last fall where a 
number of us made some commitments each to the other, which I recall very specifically and will 
still recall. Also I did approach Mr. T'Seleie with a copy of the motion in the February-March 
session seeking his support. As I recall Mr.  T'Seleie's response to my request for support, he did 
not indicate yea or nay but suggested that I should put the motion and I interpreted that one way 
but I am not sure if I was correct. 

And finally, Mr. Speaker, as to Mr. Curley's remarks about the media, let me say with al I sincerity 
that I feel no more or less represented by the media of the North than do any of the Members who 
spoke and I am not going to count on CBC being a vote for Yellowknife until you, Mr. Speaker, are 
prepared to recognize their vote. Those are my remarks to close the debate, Mr.  Speaker, and I 
would ask for a recorded vote. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Richard . A recorded vote has been requested, Mr . Clerk . All those in 
favour of the motion please stand. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton): Mr. Wah-Shee, Mr. McCallum, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr.  Richard. 

MR. SPEAKER: All those opposed to the motion please stand. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton): Mr. Erk l oo, Mr.  Pudluk, Mr. Paniloo, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. 
Arlooktoo, Mr. T'Seleie, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. Wray, Mr. Curley, Mr . Butters, Mr. Pedersen, Ms 
Cournoyea. 

MR. SPEAKER : Abstentions. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton): Mr .  Gargan, Mr. Sibbeston, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Angottitauruq. 

Motion 27-86(1), Defeated 

MR. SPEAKER: Can you provide the Chair with the count, please? The motion is defeated. The count 
was 12 negative, four for and four abstentions. The motion is defeated . 

---Defeated 

---Applause 

Item under motions, Motion 28-86(1). Mr. Wray. 

Point Of Privilege 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of privilege and I do so 
now because the offending culprit is present in the House and I wish him here to hear my point of 
privilege. My point of privilege refers to an article in the News/North on Friday, June 6th, under 
a heading "Reporter's Notebook", by Doug Holmes, entitled "Native MLAs can force language issue. " 
There is a paragraph in this article, Mr. Speaker, which quite frankly I find offensive to myself 
and insulting to my constituents and to this House. The paragraph states, "Six of the eight 
Ministers, that is 75 per cent, do not speak a native tongue" and then it goes on to say, "and 
neither do most of the constituents. " 

Mr. Speaker, I represent the largest native constituency in this Assembly. Collectivel y, the 
Executive Council, the Ministers, represent something like 35 per cent of native people of the 
Northwest Territories. I and my colleague, Mr. Curley, represent the largest and the second 
largest native constituencies in the North. My constituents, Mr . Speaker, and for the gentleman --
100 per cent of them, of the native people in my constituency -- speak a native language. I find 
it insulting that a reporter who purports to be a northern reporter would not take the time to at 
least walk to the Assemb l y  office and get stati sties which are freely avai 1 able to all people of 
the Northwest Territories that wou ld  show this . In fact, most of our constituents do speak a 
native tongue. We represent something like 11,000 native people in the Northwest Territories. We 
onl y  represent 7000  non-native. So, Mr. Speaker, I r i se on that point of privilege. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wray, for that point of privilege. Under motions. Motion 28-86(1), 
Funding for HAP Housing. Mr. Pudluk. 
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M R .  PUDLUK : ( Tran s l at i o n )  Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. Wou l d  you have a copy of the Eng l i sh v er s i o n  of 
my mot i o n ?  No,  we do not . We w i l l  need funding for the HAP h ou s i ng program because whereas the 
NWT Hous i ng Corporat i o n  has made an app l i cation to the federal government to apply for trai n i ng 
programs for HAP hous i n g  for peo p l e  who wou l d  l i ke to get their  own hou s i ng - - construction tra ine e  
progr ams . W e  d o  not have a copy of the trans l at i on i n  Eng l i sh .  

MR.  SPEAKE R :  Wou l d  the interpreters j u s t  read the f i rst secti on over ag a i n  so that i t  agrees w i t h  
the  document a s  presented i n  t h e  books? Then Mr . P ud l uk c a n  p i c k i t  u p  from there . 

Mot ion  28-86 ( 1 ) :  Fund i ng For HAP Housing 

I NTERPRETER: Fund i ng for HAP hous i ng .  

WHEREAS the NWT Hou s i ng Corporat i on has submitted a proposal to the federal government which  
wou l d  fund a meaningful  trai n i ng and empl oyment program through the construc t i on of HAP houses 
i n  the Northwest Terri tori e s ;  

AND WHEREAS t h e  M i n i ster of I n d i an and Northern Affairs h a s  i nd i c ated strong support for the  
proposal ; 

AND WHEREAS the proposal was strong l y  supported by the Leg i s l at i v e  Assemb l y ,  native  
organ i zat i on s ,  regional and community groups in  the  Northwest Terr i tor ies ;  

THEREFORE, BE  IT  RESOLVED t h at the M i n i ster of I n d i an and  Northern Affairs be urged to  g i ve 
immed i ate cons i derat i on to comm i tt i ng add i t i onal  f i n ancia l  resources to ensure the success of 
t h i s  important program. 

Th i s  was seconded by Arn o l d  Mccal l um .  

MR . SPEAKER: The mot ion i s  i n  order. You have the f l oor . 

MR.  PUDLUK: ( Trans l at i o n )  Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. Th i s  i s  a v ery i mportant i ssue i n  commun i t i es ,  
both i n  1 arge commu n i t i es and sma 1 1  commun i t i e s .  We need support for constructi on programs by 
fund i n g .  There are three peop le  in my commun i ty who are tryi n g  to get the ir  own HAP houses an d to 
1 earn how they can make the i r  own houses.  I have never 1 earned how to make my own house and I do  
not h ave fund i n g  to contract someone to bu i l d  my house.  I wou l d  l i ke to d i rect this  to the 
M i n i ster.  The federal government has i n d i c ated t h at they wou l d  support t h i s  trai n i ng program i n  
the future. W e  shou l d  start i mpl ement i ng i t  i n  the not too far future because the Inu it  and the 
peopl e of the Northwest Terr i tor ies  need t h at type of trai n i ng .  Th i s  wou l d  be below the tree l i ne 
as we l l  as above the tree l i ne .  For t h i s  reason, I wou l d  l i ke to get s upport from you peop l e .  
Thank you .  

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you. M r .  Mccal l um ,  as seconder. 

MR . McCALLUM : Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I want to i n d i cate that I total l y  support th i s  moti on and I 
wou l d  trust t h at Mr. Bal l antyne, the M i n i ster respon s i b l e  for Hou s i ng,  wou l d  take t h i s  t o  heart and 
try to put h i s  off i c e  behind  t h i s  part icu l ar reso l ut i on as wel l .  

The HAP program has been i ncreased at the request of th i s  House . It doub 1 ed over a coup 1 e of 
years. These hous i n g un i t s  are v i t a l  to correct the s i tuat i o n ,  or he lp  to correct the s i tuat i o n ,  
that i s  prev alent i n  the Northwest Terr i to r i e s .  The cost o f  construct i on ,  o f  course, has i ncreased 
because of the advances i n  techno l ogy in hou s i n g .  Trying to put these hous i n g  un its  together 
requ i res an even greater knowl edge than in the past.  Th i s  fund i ng w i l l  not on ly  al l ow the peop l e ,  
o r  he lp  them , to erect their  un i ts but it  w i l l  a l so b r i n g  i nto pl ay a trai n i ng program that,  
hope f u l l y ,  wi 1 1  res u l t  in  some emp l oyment w i t h i n  part i cu l ar commun i t i e s .  

For th i s  part i cu l ar reason , Mr . Speaker, I am very pl eased to support the moti o n ,  second the moti on 
to impress upon the federal government that there i s  a need.  There has been much tal k in  the past 
year or two about the requi rement for hou s i ng u n i t s  and together w i t h  the Government of the 
Northwest Terr itor ies  po l i cy or movement toward home-owners h i p ,  peo p l e  requi re the expert i se to 
he lp  them to put these u n i ts together. They are of a better qual i ty than in the past. The aspect 
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of training that will eventually lead to employment, having northerners going around into other 
communities and being able to translate their expertise and to help other people, is a worth-while 
part of this motion, Mr. Speaker, and I would trust that it would receive unanimous consent of this 
committee. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McCallum. To the motion. Mr. Wray . 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As a former Minister of Housing I would like to 
indicate that I fully support this motion. This area was probably the most difficult area that I 
encountered in my time. The present Minister of Housing, Mr. Ballantyne, is in fact, right now, in 
Ottawa attempting to resolve part of this problem and I know that he is very supportive of this 
motion. He has had the same type of successes that I had, which was very limited, but he is at 
Ottawa at the present attempting to meet with the various federal Ministers involved. He will be 
meeting with the federal Minister of Housing, I believe, tomorrow. This is, for him, the highest 
priority that he has right now so we will be supporting this motion. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, in support of this motion. The most recent happening in support of the 
Dene and Metis and the Inuit organizational human resources funding that is coming from Indian 
Affairs, is a meeting this week on how that funding is going to be distributed. 

Particularly in the Inuit communities, because of the support for HAP there has been a fairly clear 
decision in the Beaufort area, as well as in the Central Arctic, that this human resources funding 
from the Department of Indian Affairs will be directed as a first priority to the HAP units. 
However, the total amount that is available as sectioned out to the various regions is 
approximately $7000 per unit. This is possible, particularly in the Central Arctic and the 
Beaufort areas, under the Inuit human resources funding because of the fact that there are not as 
many houses to fund. As well, in the Mackenzie Delta area the decision from the Dene associations 
has been to allocate their funding which comes through another section of the federal funding 
they have fairly well decided on the $70 0 0 .  The Baffin Regi on, to my understanding, is going to be 
in serious difficulty because of the number of units. 

Mr. Speaker, in my experience and being very closely involved with this program within my 
communities, the average amount to allow for the necessary labour funding for each unit is 
generally around $12, 000 to $13, 0 0 0 .  In continuing discussions with Mr. Ballantyne it was my 
understanding that the territorial government would try to look into their own coffers to see i f  
they could top off the funding, i f  in fact, the human resources funding from Indian Affairs was 
being allocated to the HAP units .  In support of this motion, even though it may be that when Mr. 
Ballantyne reaches Ottawa the decision has been made at the community level to allocate to the 
units the funding that is available, I feel that the amount that will be available falls far short 
from the past requirements for each of the units that were being built. I feel that I support the 
motion but I would also indicate that perhaps the territorial government should look to see if 
t here is anything that can be done within the Northwest Territories funds. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. To the motion . 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER : Question is being called. Mr. Pudluk, you have the right to summation. 

MR. PUDLUK: Mr. Speaker, I am ready for the question. 

Mot i on 28-86(1), Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. All those in favour? Let the record show that the motion has been 
carried unanimously. 

---Carried 

Item 12, motions. Motion 29-86(1), Community Organized Hunt Funding. Mr. Paniloo. 
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Motion 29-86(1 ): Community Organi zed Hunt Funding 

MR. PANILOO: (Transl ation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker . My motion is with respect to the community 
organized hunt fund. 

WHEREAS the commun i ties of Broughton I s l and and Gr i se Fiord are at considerable disadvantage 
in their access to caribou for subsistence due to their remoteness from the caribou country, 
the absence of road s ,  and very high alternate transportation costs ;  

AN D  WHEREAS there is a program with the  Department of Renew ab le Resources, cal led the 
community organized hunt program, wh ich  i s  av ailabl e to such commun ities as Grise Fiord and 
Broughton I sland where assi stance is needed to subsid i ze the travel cost of obtaining access 
to w i l d life for subsistence; 

AND WHEREAS there do not appear to be suffi cient moneys all ocated to the B affin for the 
community organi zed hunt program ; 

AND WHEREAS the Baff i n  Regional Counci l  has made a motion to the effect, "Whereas Broughton 
I sland and Grise Fi ord do not have very good access to hunt caribou, due to the d i stance and 
high cost of gear and fuel; therefore, I move that the Baffin Members of the Legislati ve 
Assemb l y  be asked to look for poss i b l e  funds for the Baff i n  Region hunters and trappers 
co1T1Tii ttee to be used for community caribou hunts for Broughton I s l and and Grise Fiord ;"  

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for High Arctic, that this  Assembly 
recommend to the Executive Council that the budget for the community organized hunt program 
for the Baffin Region be increased to ensure adequate fund ing for the communities  for the 
community organized hunt program. 

Th i s  motion is seconded by Ludy Pudluk. 

MR . SPEAKER : Your motion is in order. You have the floor . 

MR. PAN I LOO : Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I moved this motion and I had not mentioned the motion that 
was made by the Baff i n  Regional Council in I nuktitut . I would just like to repeat it in I nuktitut . 

(Trans l ation) Whereas three Baff i n  Region commun i ties, Broughton I sland, Grise Fiord and Resolute 
Bay, do not have very good access to hunt caribou due to the d i stance and high cost of gear and 
fuel, I beli eve that the funds have been set a s i de for 1986 for this program. For example, if I 
were to use thi s money in Broughton I sland I would be able to obtain transportation to hunt c aribou 
or other wil dlife.  We would l ike the Executive  Council to seek funding to assist the commun i ty 
organized hunting program. The hunters wou l d  not use the caribou for any commercial purposes but 
as food for the peop l e. 

The Baffin Regional Council has requested and feels that it is very important to obtain funding for 
the hunt program, as some commun i ties do not have access to cari bou. I do not believe that the 
Baffin Regior. a l  Council could obta i n  this funding al one. Therefore, because it is a program made 
av ailab l e  through the government, we feel that it should be made av a ilable to them. Funding that 
i s  made available under this program for Yel lowknife and the Fort Smith, Keewati n  and I nuvik 
Regions would not be affected heavily, although we would like you to know that we do not want to 
decrease the funding made under that program to the other regions .  That is al l I have to say for 
the t ime being. Thank you .  

M R .  SPEAKER : Mr. Pudluk, a s  seconder. 

MR .  PUDLUK : (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Very briefly, I support this motion as the 
seconder and I support it as the Baffin Regional Council made a motion on May 8th, 1986. They 
requested that we inquire into the poss i b i l ity of obtaining funds for the community organized hunt 
program. I personally know, and I have lived in Grise Fiord, that we do not have access to caribou 
because the caribou are so far away and because Ellesmere I sland does not have very many caribou, 
i f  any at al l.  There may not be any l eft at all. Because of that, we have difficulty obtaining 
caribou for subsistence. Very often peop l e  re l y  on seal meat alone because, also, of the limited 
daytime that we have there and because of the distance that we have to travel to obtain caribou. 
Yle feel that it i s  very important that these communiti es are provided funding . Broughton Island 
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also indicated that .they wou ld  require further assistance in this area because of the distance that 
they have to travel and because of the high cost of gear and fuel. My own community, Resolute Bay, 
a l so has difficulties obtaining caribou in terms of access. It is impossible for us to travel by 
snowmobile to hunt caribou, even around my community. 

The funding that is availabl e  under this program is $47,000 to the North, I believe. Fort Smith, 
for example, utilfzes the most money, $22,000, under this program and a s  to other communities, 
Yel l owknife has access to about $5000 under the same program, Inuvik as well has $5000 a vailab l e, 
and Baffin has $7000 a vailable under this program. 

Just to get across the island a l one wou l d  use up all of that $7000 that is made available to the 
Baffin. It is impossib le  for the Baffin Region to use onl y $7000. I do not believe it would even 
cover one hunting trip, because of the high alternate transportation costs .  We do not have access 
to roads, and those communit ies that have access to highways or roads receive more funding under 
the same program. The remote communities, where we are required to travel by air transportation, 
receive much less funding or not enough funding. I am not saying that we should not provide any 
funding to the other regions who have used this program. I support their use of the program as  
well as  in my community and in the other constituencies v1here people have concerns and  have even 
requested a ssistance from the ham l ets of the communities for· the community organized hunt. 
However, the hamlets of our communities do not have very much funding for the year for their 
operations, and they could not provide assistance to us in terms of funding. We wou ld  like to know 
if this matter could be l ooked into, where the funding that is made available to the Baffin might 
be increased. Thank you, Mr . Spea ker.  

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Pudluk. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

Motion 29-86(1), Carried 

M R .  SPEAKER:  To the motion. Question being ca l led. Mr . Panil oo, you have  the right to finish the 
debate. You are  the fina l spea ker. Question ha s been called. A l l  those in favour? Opposed, if 
any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Item 13, first reading of bil l s .  

Item 14, second reading of bil l s. Item 15, consideration in committee of the whole of bills and 
other matters: Bi ll  13-86(1), Write-off of Assets and Debts Act, 1985-86; Tabled Document 
37-86(1), Constitutional and Political Devel opment in the Northwest Territories ;  First Report of 
the Specia l Committee on Rules, Procedures and Privileges; Bill 5-86(1 ) ,  Jury Act; Bill 7-86(1), 
Official Languages Act ; Report of the Standing Committee on Legislation on Bills and Other Matters ; 
Tabled Document 42-86( 1 ) ,  Report of the Task Force on Aboriginal Languages, with Mr. Wah-Shee in 
the chair. 

ITEM 1 5 :  CONSIDERATION I N  COMMI TTEE O F  THE WHOLE OF BILLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEED INGS IN  COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER FIRST REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON RULES, 
PROCEDURES AND PRIVILEGES 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  The committee will come to order. Mr. Butters . 

HON. TOM BUTTERS :  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I rea l ize that the House will be proceeding with and 
compl eting the First Report of the Specia l Committee on Ru l es, Procedures and Priv i leges this 
afternoon and following that, sir, I wou l d  suggest that we would again, if we are completed, 
introduce Bill 7-86(1) and then move to Bill 13 -86(1 ). The item, Report of the Task Force on 
Aboriginal Languages, we wou l d  recommend be set for a day certain, which is Tuesday, at which time 
we would have available to us members from the task force. So, I am j ust suggesting that we would 
i ndicate at this time that the aborigina l 1 anguages report cou l d  be set for Tuesday and then 
members of that task force cou l d  be invited to attend then and answer any questions that Members of 
this committee may wish to put to them. 



- 1048 -

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Mr .  Butters, we are aware that thi s  Tab l ed Document 42-86(1) has been 
tabled. However, by formal motion there i s  another i tem that wou l d  have to precede that at the 
di rection of the House . We will take 15  m inutes coffee break. 

- - -SHORT RECESS 

F i rst Report Of The Speci al Committee On Rules, Procedures And Pr i v i leges 

Further D i scussion Of Moti on To Amend Motion 'To Delete Rule 3(1) And Replace W i th New Rule 3(1) 

We are dealing with Recommendation 14 on page 21, deal i ng w ith sitting hours and we are deal i ng 
w ith an amendment that i s  proposed by Mr. McLaughl i n. To the amendment. Mr. McLaughlin .  

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHL I N :  Thank you, Mr. Cha irman. The purpose of the amendment that I have made i s  
to recogni ze the experience we have had in thi s  House of trying to keep a quorum dur i ng the long 
f i ve hour session  which we have. So what I am proposing i s  that basi cal ly  the Speaker would take 
the cha i r  at 2:30 on the si tting days Monday to Thursday and go through the normal order of 
busi ness and then we go into committee of the who l e  unt i l  5 : 30. At that time, i f  there was further 
busi ness to be done, the committee would then adjourn until the next morn i ng at 9: 30 a.m. for a two 
hour sitti ng and that would leave Monday morning entire ly  free for committee meetings and it would 
a l so leave on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, three hours between 1 1 : 30  and 2 : 30, for luncheon 
meeti ngs and t i me for Members to change and come to the Assembly. I think th at would be a more 
orderly way of do ing thi ngs . 

In  the House of Commons, you do not see the Members there hav i ng to s i t  for that per i od of t ime .  
They have 282 Members and they have question period for an hour . and  then they go  into the i r  
committee of the whole which only requ i res 2 5  Members and they take turns making sure there are 2 5  
people there and all the rest of them g o  to commi ttee meetings. I th i nk i f  we broke the day u p  
l i ke  that -- so what I am proposing i s  a total of 2 1  hours o f  s itt ing, as opposed to the present 
23.5 but that t i me would be made up by the fact that, if we s at for three hours as our maxi mum 
per i od, we would not need to have coffee breaks and waste 15  m i nutes to half an hour as we do. We 
would probably actually still sit the same number of hours in a week but it would be broken up so 
that we would not have the l ong per i od of time. 

Some of the other advantages are f i n i sh i ng sl ightly earlier. It wou l d  all ow the medi a, who are so 
good at putting thi ngs accurately on the news for us, time to get the news of the day onto the 5 : 3 0  
news through CBC stations i n  the North. The other advantage i s  that every lunch hour from Monday 
through to Fr iday there is adequate t i me for a full commi ttee meet i ng which could a l so i nclude 
l uncheon meetings if necessary. I think it gi ves you a l ot more flex i b i lity and i t  also shortens 
the length of the day you have to sit by breaking it up. I j ust think it is  a more humane th i ng to 
do for Members. Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): To the amendment. Mr. Curley. 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I certai nly respect the Member for proposing an 
alternative to the much more c l ear, workable routi ne that we wou l d  have to l i ve by dur ing the l i fe 
of any Assembly. But I think the Member shou l d  know that i f  we were to s i t  certa i n  hours, as he 
proposes, at 2 : 3 0  p . m. for i nstance, on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and adjourn after 
three hours, we would really be deal i ng w ith one issue most of the time, because most of the time 
we cover one i ssue for about that l ength of time. We just look at one motion that was i ntroduced. 
I think it  would be very d i ff icu lt  to make progress toward the leg is l at i ve  agenda. Therefore, as 
far as I am concerned, I cannot support the amendment because I th i nk, in my v i ew, there needs to 
be a consistency of hours so that we can get appropri ate work done, not only committee work, but 
the government as a who l e. The M i n i sters, whoever they are, are going to have to understand fu l ly 
because the Execut i ve  Counci l  is  normally pretty heavily log-j ammed w i th the i r  workload as well . 
Mr. Chairman, I just personally cannot support the amendment as proposed. Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Wah-Shee): Thank you .  To the amendment. 

AN HON. MEMBER : Quest i on. 
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Mot i on To Amend Moti�n To Delete Rule 3(1) And Replace Wi th New Rule 3(1), Defeated 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Quest i on has been called. All those i n  favour of the ariP.ndment. 
Opposed, if any? The amendment is defeated. 

---Defeated 

To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Questi on. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the moti on. Mr. Wray. 

Mot i on To �mend Mot i on To Del ete Rule 3(1) And Replace W i th New Rul e  3(1) 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker .  I would move an amendment to the third l ine of the 
motion that we repl ace 6: 00 p.m. with 5:00 p.m. so that it would read "The Assembly shall meet on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1:00 p.m. to  5:00 p. m . "  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Your amendment i s  i n  order. To the amendment. Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just basical l y  I feel that 6: 00 p. m. is just a l i ttle 
bit too long. I usual l y  fi nd that by 6 : 00 p.m. Members are start i ng to get very ti red and I th i nk 
that 5:00 p.m. w i l l  be a much better cut-off t i me. It would also a llow t i me for Members to do 
things, if they wish to go shoppi ng and th ings l ike that. When we fi nish the House at 6:00 
o' cl ock, when we get out of here, everything is cl osed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the amendment. Mr. R i chard. 

MR. RICHARD: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, w i th respect to Mr. Wray 's amendment, I simply would remind 
Members that would take four hours out of the week and these recommendati ons, part i cularly with 
respect to the hours, were put in this recommendation after extensive canvass of al l Members and we 
did compare the hours in  the Assembly compared to  other jurisdicti ons and felt that we should keep 
the 1:00 to 6 : 00 on those four days of the week. It does not mean, as Members know, that we have 
to work in  the Assembly unt i l  6:00. We are always free to report progress earlier i f  Members are 
t i red or need to go shopping. I am supposed to be unbiased in these recommendat i ons but I urge 
Members to keep the hours as is. Go ahead, Gordon. Over to you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : To the amendment. Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I remind Members that yes, we certain ly  report 
progress, converse l y  we can a lso extend sitting hours. 

MR. McCALLUM: Not very l i kely. 

HON. GORDON WRAY : If at 5:00 p.m. i t  was felt that we needed more time we could si mply extend the 
hours to 6 : 00 p .m. It works both ways. Mr. Chai rman, by the way, i f  we lose four hours, with 
respect I suggest to  the chairman that they could have perhaps consi dered limi ting question period 
to  an hour or an hour and a half and that wou ld  have saved us a lot of ti me. 

Mot i on To Amend Mot i on To De l ete Ru l e  3(1) And Replace Wi th New Rule 3(1), Defeated 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the amendment please. Quest i on has been called. All those in favour 
of the amendment? Opposed, if any? The amendment is defeated. 

---Defeated 

To the moti on. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE :  Yes, Mr. Chai rman, I am i nclined to amend Friday's s i tt ing hours but before I do I 
would l i ke to discuss i t  a li ttle b i t. It seems to me that si t t i ng for two hours then having a two 
hour break, then coming back for two hours just does not make sense to me . . .  
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AN HON . MEMBER: Nobody will come back. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: . . . and the possib il ity that no one will come back for the last two hours is one of 
the problems . I understand that this was proposed in response to some concerns that were expres sed 
about making use of the Fri day afternoon a little more but we do make use of it. For examp l e, this 
Fri day afternoon there is a standing committee on legislation meeting which w i ll probably go  the 
rest of the afternoon until 5: 00 p.m.  or 6: 00 p.m. So that cou l d  be made use of in that way and 
the four hour time frame on Friday is fine. To me, it is j u st a question as to when to start and 
when to close. I would like to see it all done i n  one block and 10: 00 a.m. until 2: 00 p.m. woul d  
be fine as far as I am concerned. I just see a number o f  nods here and there, so I think I will 
chance it right now. 

Motion To Amend Motion To Del�te Rule 3(1) And Replace With New Rule 3(1), Carried 

I wi l l  move an amendment, Mr. Chai rman, if I may, so that in the fourt.h l i ne after the word "to" I 
would delete the words "12: 0 0  p .m. and 2: 0 0  p . m. to 4: 00 p.m. ",  all of those words would be 
deleted. What would replace it i s  "2:00  p.m". So i t  would read "and on Fridays from 10: 00 a.m. to 
2: 00 p . m. unless  otherw i se provided by order of the House". That is the amendment that I move, 
Mr. Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  Mr . MacQuarrie, your amendment is in order. To the amendment. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
amendment is carried . 

---Carried 

To the motion as amended. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

Motion To Delete Rule 3(1) And Replace With New Rule 3(1), Carr i ed As Amended 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion, as amended ,  i s  carried. 

---Carried 

Recommendation 15: Smoking, Food And Beverages In The Chamber 

We now come to Recommendation 15. Mr. Richard. 

MR .  RICHARD: Mr. Chair:nan, th i s  number 15, if passed, will result in a new situation in our 
chamber and I have a picture of the new future in the Assembly and am having the Page pass it 
around to Members just so Members are aware of what we are getting into here if th i s  recommendation 
passes. It was di scussed at length when our committee met with MLAs in our i nformal meeting. This 
recommendation, as indi cated in the note, does not have the unanimous support of the Members of our 
committee, let alone Members of this Assembly. I wish in some respect, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. 
Patterson were here because as I recall he was very vocal in supporting this recommendation and he 
did remind Members of a statement made by the youth forum i n  this Assembly last year when the youth 
delegates said to us, as MLAs, that we should be setting an example in various respects when we 
meet or do anythi ng in publ ic  for that matter. It was as a result of some of those discussions and 
submissions that the commit tee dee i ded to put th i s  recommendati on forward and the commi ttee, Mr. 
Chai rman, has given i ts own Members a free vote on this issue. 

MR . McCALLUM: It w ill not be held against us. 

MR. RICHARD: 1�0, it will not be held against any of the Members of the committee. The current 
rules , Mr. Chairman, if we l ook at Rule 16 which deals specifically with strangers in the House not 
doing such things as smoki ng or . . .  
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MR. RICHARD: . . .  taking food or beverages. Mr. Chairman , the rules are silent on the conduct of 
MLAs with respect to smoking in the chamber or bringing coffee or beverages to their desks. It was 
felt, Mr. Chairman, that with the flexible rules on quorum Members of this House have ample 
opportunity to leave the House to l ight a cigarette, to grab a bite to eat or attend to 
constituency or other matters. 

Mr. Chairman, there are two paragraphs in the motion on this page but I am going to move the first 
one only because I feel it may be in some jeopardy and I would rather wait and see the will of the 
Members on the first one before dealing with the second one which is just consequential. 

Motion That No Smoking, Food Or Beverages Be Allowed In The Chamber 

Mr. Chairman, with that background coming from a smoke free environment in the very corner of this 
room, I move that there be no smoking, food or beverages al lowed in the chamber at any time and 
further, that a rule be devei oped and incorporated into the rules which wou ld  apply these 
restrictions to all people. Amen. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Richard, just for a point of clarification and so that all Members of 
the committee clearly understand the intent of your motion. 

---Laughter 

You are only moving the first part of the recommendation. Is that correct? 

MR. RICHARD: Yes, sir, that is correct. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Richard, your motion is in order. To the motion. Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I get the first crack, Mr. Chairman. First of all , Mr. Chairman , I would like 
clarification from the chairman of the committee. I have Webster's dictionary here and beverage is 
defined as a drinkable liquid. I therefore take it that no water would also be allowed in the 
chamber. A rule is a rule and if it says "no beverage" and that is what a beverage is defined as, 
then water is a beverage. I would like that clarification first of all . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Richard , would you clarify a point for the Member? 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chairman , as much as I would like to have more power than I do , our committee's 
mandate is to recommend the rules. It will be for the Speaker to interpret them. It was the 
intent of the committee to prohibit beverages other than water, to answer your question. That is 
the discussion that took place in the committee. You correctly point out, Mr. Wray, that 
technically the word "beverage" would include water. We may want to change it. If the thrust of 
the motion is adopted by the Assembly, if you agree that there be no smoking, no food and there be 
no coffee, juice, etc. , then we can tidy up the l anguage if you wish. That is the best explanation 
I can give, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the motion. Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think that certainly it is going to have to be tidied 
up because I can see no difference, quite frankly, if a Member comes in with a glass of  water or a 
glass of orange juice. I cannot see the difference in that. 

To the smoking part. I understand the feelings of some people in terms of second-hand smoke and 
its causes. I am sympathetic and supportive of agencies and groups and governments who move to 
make certain areas non-smoking areas. However, we do sit in a very l arge room that has excel l ent 
air circulation and I do not feel that the second-hand smoke bothers anybody unduly. Secondly,  I 
would, with respect, point out that in the provinces most of the work which we call committee of 
the whole work is not done in the Legislature chamber , it is done in committee rooms. We do not do 
that here, we do a lot of our committee of the whole work actuall y  in the Legislature chamber and , 
as such, we sit here for long periods of time. I would suggest that if this rule is enacted then 
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what you are going to find is contrary to what the Member said. You are going to find that you are Q going to have a difficult time obtaining quorums because I think you are going to have people 
getting up and leaving quite frequently and it could cause problems for the House. Other than the 
fact that I do smoke so I might have a conflict of interest here, I cannot support thi s  one. Thank 
you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. Mr. McCallum, to the motion. 

Example Of Other Legislatures 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In putting forth this particular recommendation within the 
committee we were, I think it is fair to say, under the impression that very few jurisdictions 
allowed food, beverages or smoking within the Legislature, not just for Members but for anybody and 
everybody. Certainly in the House of Commons, for example, you do not take anything into the House 
at all unless you are a Member. We came to find out, though, that that was not necessarily so. 
For example, in one of the areas we visited, in formal session during question period, Members 
would come in with a coffee, bottle of pop or glass of pop or whatever. They did not allow the 
smoking aspect but they did allow people to have it even in formal session, when the Speaker w as in 
the chair. I think that when we were trying to put something down there was a move to restrict the 
smoking but Members of the committee suggested, after listening to other Members of the Assembly, 
that if you are going to get rid of one area then you might as well go all the way. 

Most of us on the committee would have said yes to that kind of proposal -- that it is all or 
nothing and, as I said, we were under the impression, at least I was under the impression we were 
one of the few if not the only one who carried this business of taking food or beverages or 
smoking, even in committee of the whole, into the Assembly. As I say, that is not necessarily what 
is occurring in jurisdictions across the country . I had indicated on numerous occasions that I 
would go along if it was everything but, in light of the out that the chairman has g i ven Members, I 
would still be of the same opinion that if it were all of it I would not mind going along with i t  
but just to single out one aspect of it, I do not think is fair. That is why we went with the 
whole thing. I just 1-1anted to raise the point, Mr. Chairman, that there are j urisdictions that 
allow the taking of beverages into the i r  session when the mace is up and when the Speaker is in the 
chair and not just in committee of the whole. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. To the motion . Mr. MacQuarrie. 

No Justification For Change 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. When initiatives are made to change something that 
exists one would hope that the change is initiated bec ause there is some compelling reason to do 
so. So if the committee demonstrated that in some way the practice in this House now, permitti ng 
smoking and cups of coffee or juice and water, was in some way physically damaging to other Members 
or to the public or detrimental to the work that is c arried on here, then I would have seriously to 
listen to what was said and support the initi ative for change but it is clear that that is not the 
case whatsoever. It appears to me that this recommendation is advanced to satisfy someone and I do 
not know who, but someone's idea of decorum. What is proper or . . .  

HON. GORDON WRAY: Dennis Patterson . 

MR. MacQUARRIE: The Hon. Dennis Patterson, says Mr. Wray -- someone 's sense of decorum and what is 
proper to the dignity of a Legislative Assembly. That is not an adequate reason at all in my 
consideration. I would much prefer to maintain an informal atmosphere in this Legislature. We 
need not be guided by what people do elsewhere. Mr. Curley, if you want to take your tie off that 
is okay with me . I think that always there may be some standards but each one that is advanced 
ought to be justified specifically and it is possible that someone would care to justify the 
wearing of ties -- I would not wish to myself, but that would be open to somebody justifying it . 

I think that when groups meet together to conduct business as vie do, that the more informal the 
atmosphere for carrying out debates such as we do when in the committee of the who l e, the better 
and I 1�ould like to see the informality maintained with the right to smoke and the right to drink 
coffee or juice maintained. Advocating that, particularly with respect to smoking, might not be 
appropriate if it were a closed room where the smoke gathered and was particularly offensive to 
other Members but, as Mr. Wray has al ready pointed out, that is not the case in this chamber. It 
is large and it  is well-ventilated and therefore it seems to me to be adequate to allow smok i ng to 
take pl ace. 
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In the matter of maintaining dignity in the Assembly I think that the best way for us to do that i s  
to satisfy people with the laws and the poli cies that come out of the Assembly, that i t  i s  a 
dignified Assembly. I wou ld  refer to you the remarks of someone who is very wel ·1 -kno,m and 
respected for the comments that he made, and I refer to the one who sai d that it  is not what goes 
into your mouth that is important but it is what comes out of it .  If what comes out of th i s  
Assemb l y  i s  worthy of respect, if it  is wise and sensi bl e, then the Assembly will be d i gni fied even 
if we do puff while we are doing it. 

I recognize, too, that there cou ld  be the matter of example. It is generally  recognized that 
smoking may be injurious to an indiv i dual's health . Personally, I am not proud of the fact that I 
smoke. I certa in ly  do not advocate others to do it and rather regret that I am add i cted, but I am, 
and the question that must face me i n  speaking to thi s  is , shoul d  I be setting an example to others 
in this? Well, I try setting an exampl e  in other ways -- in the matter of honesty, matter of 
industry and the matter of sobriety . Thi s only goes to show that if I am unable to do it i n  this 
respect, well, I guess nobody is perfect in that case. 

---Laughter 

But at any rate, in summary , I do not think that it is something that needs to be done at this time 
and so I would say let us leave things as they are. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the motion. Mr. McLaughlin . 

Smoking ls  Matter Of Health Not Decorum 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. I am not concerned about these matters as to 
decorum. I think we probably al l agree that when the Speaker i s  in the chai,, there shoul d  not be 
smoking, food or beverages other than water. But when we are in commi ttee of the whole, I am not 
as worried about that level of decorum. I think Members do not have to have the i r  jackets on 
any more and they can loosen the i r  ties and as far as I am concerned they can have food and 
beverages in here, if it wi l l  keep a quorum wi thout hav ing to have coffee breaks. But in the 
matter of smoking I do not think it is a matter of decorum, I think it is a matter of health. It 
has been proven that second-hand smoke causes cancer for peop l e  that are in c l ose proximity, ei ther 
l iving in the same house with someone who smokes or working in an area where someone smokes. That 
is one thing. It is a proven fact now that second-hand smoke causes cancer for non-smokers and the 
other factor is that there are some peopl e who are quite allergic to smoke and if one of them were 
elected to this Assembl y  then where would you seat them? 

So, I thi nk it is not total l y  a matter of decorum, it i s  total l y  a matter that you are putt i ng 
other peopl es' hea lth at risk , who are non-smokers. I support the concept of no smoking in the 
House, but as far as food and beverages go, in committee of the whole, I do not care what people 
have i n  commi ttee of the 1�hole as far as food and beverages go. I ffi1 going to support the mot ion 
but I wou 1 d go along with some amendment that removed the food and beverages part. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the motion. Mrs. Lawrence. 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr.  Chairman. I will be supporting this recommendation for health 
reasons. Some people are all ergi c to smoking and not too long ago in a publ ic pl ace someone was 
smoking and a li ttle g ir l  was a l l ergic to it and as a result died. I think it is very important 
that we keep this in mind. If anybody wants to smoke they can al ways l eave the room. It is not 
restricted. They can always go in the back and they can smoke a l l  they want and come back. I illn 
sure they can survive for another hour or so. It i s  not so much as an example either, my concern 
is more for health reasons. I sit among smokers many times and it really bothers ue and yet you 
have to sit there and breathe this smoke because they are constantly puffing away from their faces, 
so therefore they are puff i ng i nto your face, so you are getting the worst end of it. It is not so 
much the smokers themselves but the non-smokers who get the worst end of it. For that reason, as 
large as the room may seem, you still have that smoke coming at you and I iY11 going to be supporting 
this  recommendation. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the motion. Mr .  Gargan. 



- 1054 -

MR . GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr.  Chairman,  I do not smoke that often but when we come to Q sessions I tend to buy packages of cigarettes and do smoke quite a bit. However, I am not addicted 
to smoking, as Mr .  MacQuarrie, and I coul d pretty well refrain from smoking whenever I feel like 
it . I guess the other thing, Mr. Chairman, is that norma l l y  I do not smoke but I do chew snuff. 
There is nothing i n  here that says anything about chewing snuff. I was wondering about that. Mr. 
Chairman, I wou l d  be in support of this parti cular motion. Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you . To the motion. Mr. Curley. 

Smoking Is Not A Health Example 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, with all due respect to my fri ends, I cannot avoid commenting on 
this. It is not just a matter of decorum or matter of informality, it is another thing much 
broader than that. I think some Members i n  the commi ttee, when they were dealing with that, 
probably were concerned with the trend in some parts of the world and  Canada and all over, that 
giving this kind of example is not necessarily the hea l thiest nor the way our young people should 
be heading. I think that was one of the primary reasons. 

In that regard I think I woul d  like to endorse the proposal here because I certainly �10uld not want 
to restrict the freedom of an individual from smoking. We could not impose i t  upon them but 
likewise I normally tell my friends that do smoke that I l ike to have an equa l opportunity when I 
am around them, that there is a bit of an inconvenience sitting among a majori ty of smokers, that 
i t  does affect your situation. So, in that regard if I want to smoke I should not be allowed to 
smoke in this House. I shou ld  be al lowed to go where I could be comfortable and not irritate 
anybody and then I could enjoy it a l ot more. I should be given that kind of privilege. 

My friend here, my Keewatin colleague here, gave me one of his Export cig�rettes and i n  one corner 
of the packet, it says, "Warning: Health and Welfare Canada advi ses that danger to hea l th increases 
with amount smoked - - avoid inhal ing . "  So therefore, I th ink that is good advice and I think we 
shou l d  a l l  read this message and recommend to our younger generation that we are giving it one good 
example and I wou l d  respectful ly l ike you to support the very important recommendation and it would 
likely increase your health. We are trying to make sure that you live longer . Thank you, Mr . 
Chairman.  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  I think this debate is getting out of hand here. To the motion. Mr . 
Ri chard, to the motion . 

MR. R ICHARD: Mr. Chairman, Mr. Curley made reference to recent trends and I think Members should 
consider that. The topic of smoki ng and dangers to one ' s  health are very much being debated and 
spoken of i n  the public every day of the week. Mr.  McCallum made reference to the fact that some 
of our observations when our committee visited the New Brunswick Legislature were that they 
permitted coffee there whi 1 e the Speaker was in the chair and they permitted smoking in committee 
of the whole, as we do, but it is signif i cant to note that while we were there one of the MLAs gave 
notice of a motion to have the entire Assembly bu i lding declared a smoke-free zone. Now, we do not 
know the outcome of it. We left, but I think it is significant that that kind of motion would be 
brought forward in a Legi slature , going much further, of  course, than this motion, which would 
permit Members to go into the Members' 1 ounge to smoke. A 1 so, Mr . Chairman ,  I noted on 1 ast 
night ' s  news that no less an organization than the United States army yesterday announced that i t  
wou l d  be implementing a no-smoki ng policy in any army facil ity throughout the world. As we know, 
the United States army has faci lities throughout the worl d .  They are going to have smoking zones 
in all of their faci 1 ities but basica l l y  no smoking throughout their faci 1 ities. Mr . Cha i rman, I 
would ask for the question. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Quest i on .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. Ms Cournoyea . 

Hea l th Prob l ems Arising From Smoking 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr . Chairman, in terms of the issue at stake, I do not know why coffee or beverages 
are inc l uded with smoki ng .  However, I would support this recommendation mainly because I certainly  
1 i ke to drink coffee but if I have to, I wi 1 1  give that up to  have smoking not permitted i n  the 
House. The reason I would support that is because we do have a serious health problem in the 
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Northwest Terri tories and i t  i s  a wel l - known fact that many of our peo p l e  smoke a co n s i derab l e  
amount and i t  i s  very dangerous to health and many o f  our peop l e  probab l y  wo u ld  l i ve a great deal 
l onger if they d i d  not smoke so muc h .  The i ncrease in l un g  di seases in the Northwest -:-2:- r i tor i c s  
i s  i ncreas i n g  and w e  d o  wi sh t o  say t o  a l ot of people that i n  not smo k i n g  you could l i v e  l onger 
and w ith  the experience you g a i n  i t  wou l d  be better if some of the peop l e  wou l d  l i ve longer so that 
t h at experience that they have gai ned through the years c an be passed on to the younger 
generat i o n .  

I bel i ev e  that any parent wi l l  know that when you raise ch i l dren you can often tel l  t h e  chi l d  
anyt h i ng you w i sh but i f  you d o  not set an exampl e ,  what you say i s  very qu ick ly  put a s i de as not 
b e i ng s i ncere and not being  honest. I certai n l y  apprec i ate that many peo p l e  do have an add i cti on 
to c i g arette smok i n g  and perhaps w i th support i ng thi s recommen dat i on it w i l l  he lp  them , to ease 
them out of that add i c t i o n  because it i s  an add i c t i on and it is a health hazard . 

At th i s  t i me there are many peop l e  that are not wel l ,  w ith  many d i fferent types of d i seases . The 
amount of money that i s  made av ai l ab l e  g i ves  better hea lth  care for the new i l l nesses . So , I feel 
t h at there wou l d  be very l i t t l e  pain  for a few peop l e  to not smoke at th i s  t i me to set th at 
examp l e ,  t h at we are al l w i l l i n g  to go a l i tt l e  way t o  say that we are w i l l i n g  to g i ve u p  t o  show 
that it c an be done . On the basi s of the health problem as a res u l t  of smok i n g ,  I urge smokers to 
support th i s  recommendation bee ause i t  i s  not that far to go out the back door and there are the 
very nice l ounge fac i l i t i es we do have.  

So ,  I wou l d  urge the smokers to say,  "Wel  1 ,  th i s  t i me l et ' s  try to set that examp l e  for the fact 
that there i s  a heal th pro b l em in smok i ng . "  We al l know it and no one c an deny that. Thank you . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Thank you .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Quest i on .  

Mot i o n  That No Smok i ng, Food Or Beverages Be A l l owed I n  The C h amber, Carr i ed 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  Quest i on i s  b e i ng cal l ed .  A l l  those i n  favour of the mot i on ?  P l ease 
keep up your hands so we can count them. P l ease keep them up so we can be sure . Th ank yo u .  
Opposed, i f  any? The mot i on i s  carr i e d .  

- - -Carr i ed 

The mot i on i s  carr i e d .  Recommendation 1 5  has been adopted through a mot i o n .  Mr . R i ch ard . 

MR.  R I CHAR D :  Mr. C h a i rman , the second part of Recommendat i on 15,  I wou l d  l i ke to de� w ith  now.  
Just to exp l a i n  what is  happen i n g .  The current Ru le  16 ( 2 ) ( c )  and ( e )  says that strangers in  the 
House cannot smoke or have food or beverages. The committee i s  recomme n d i n g  that those be de l eted 
and that we s i mp l y  wri t e  a new rul e that wou l d  proh i b i t  anybody in the chamber, i n c l u d i n g  MLAs , 
from smo k i n g ,  food , beverages, etc . 

Mot i on To D e l ete R u l e  16 ( 2 ) ( c )  And ( e )  And Renumber R u l e  16 ( 2 ) ( d )  

So, I wou l d  move, Mr. C h a i rman , that R u l e  1 6 ( 2 ) ( c )  and ( e )  be del eted and that Ru l e  16 ( 2 ) ( d )  b e  
renumbered to read 1 6 ( 2 ) ( c ) . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Your mot i o n  i s  i n  orde r .  To the moti o n .  

M R .  MacQUARRI E :  Point  o f  order . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Mr.  MacQuarr i e ,  your point  of order . 

MR . MacQUARR I E :  I s  the ru l e  i n  effect the mi nute i t  i s  passed or can I f i n i sh my cup o f  coffee? 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  It  comes i nto effect at the next sess i o n .  

HON . GORDON WRAY : Point  o f  order, Mr . Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Mr.  Wray, your po int  of order. 
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HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Cha irman. Perhaps you cou l d  give me a cl arification of my 0 
question then. In terms of the word "beverage", does this not a lso excl ude water, given that the 
dictionary's definit ion of beverage is "a drinkabl e liquid "?  Or, do we have to make an amendment 
to the mot i on to say "beverage other than water" ?  I just want to be correct on the r u l es here. I f  
we are going to start using rul es then we had better be cl ear. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ):  In regard to your point of order, Mr . Wray, I bel ieve the Speaker wil l be 
interpret ing the particular ru le  that you have supported . So, I am not real l y  in a position to 
give you that interpretation. Mr. Richard. 

MR .  RICHARD: Mr. Chairman, if I cou ld  help Mr . Wray on h i s  need for c larificati on. The motion we 
have adopted cal l s  on a new rul e to be devel oped to govern everybody in the Assembl y and when that 
is written -- issued by the Speaker presumabl y,  I am sure there wil l be some cl arification as to 
what is a beverage and what is not . So I do not think there needs to. be an amendment or another 
motion at this time. Thank you .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. 

AN HON . MEMBER : Question. 

Motion To Del ete R u l e  16( 2 ) {c) And (e) And Renumber R u l e  16(2)(d), Carried 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Question has been cal l ed .  Al l those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried .  

---Carried 

Mr. Richard . 

MR. R ICHARD: Mr. Chairman, moving to Ru le  16, this next series of recommendations deals w ith  
mi see 1 1  aneous or  m i  nor amendments to  the  rul es and some of them deal with a number of procedural 
concerns brought before our committee by Mr . Speaker and t he C l er k .  There was a concern raised on 
these matters, that we clarify certain ru l es or rewrite them to be i n  accordance with  current 
practices of the House. 

Recommendation 16: Unprovided Cases 

First, Recommendation 16 .  In R u l e  1(2) it was felt that we had to c larify that one to include a 
reference to the customs not onl y of the House of CorTJnons but al so of other provincia l  and 
territorial legislatures as wel l .  So, it is being recommended that that rul e be rewritten to 
incl ude those other references. 

Mot i on To De l ete R u l e  1(2) And Replace With New R u l e  1(2), Carried 

I move that Ru l e  1(2)  be del eted and replaced by the fo l l owing : "In al l cases not provided for in  
these ru les  or  by other orders, the usages and customs of  this Assembl y and the House of  Commons of  
Canada and al l provincial and territorial l egislatures as in force at the  time, shal l be fol l owed 
so far as they may be applicabl e to t h is Assembl y . "  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you .  Your motion i s  i n  order. To the mot i on .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Question . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee): Question has been cal l ed .  A l l  those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
mot i on is carried . 

- --Carried 

M r .  R ichard . 

Recommendation 17: Adjournment For Lack Of Quorum 

MR. RICHARD: Recommendation 17 ,  Mr. Chairman, deal s with R u l e  6(2 ) which states that at the time 
of meet ing, if there is not a quorum the Speaker may take the chair and adjourn. There has been 
some ind i cation to our committee by some Members as to confusion as to what is meant by "the time 
of meeting ". This recommendat i on simpl y  seeks to c larify that uncertainty. 
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Motion To Add To Rule 6(2),  Carried 

I move that a new rule be added as follows: " The time for the meeting of the Assembly i s  dt 1 : 00 
p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays , and Thursdays and at 10:00 a.m. on Fridays. " 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Your motion is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been cal l ed. Al 1 those in favour? Thank you. Opposed, if 
any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard. 

Recommendation 18: Daily Adjournme_nt 

MR. RICHARD: Recommendation 18 deals with the hour for daily adjournment. Refer to Rule 5. This 
has to be changed bee ause under Recommendation 14 th at was adopted as amended we have changed the 
Friday hours. 

Motion To Amend Rule 5, Carried 

I move that Rule 5 be amended to change the hour of adjournment on Fridays from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 
p.m. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Richard, your motion is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been cal l ed. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard. 

Recommendation 19: Motion To Extend Sittings 

MR. RICHARD: Recommendation 19 deals with the motion that was permitted in the rules to extend the 
sitting hours. This is Rule ?(b) which i ndicates when that motion must be put and the committee is 
recommending that Rule ?(b) be changed to make clear the intent of that rule. 

Motion To Delete Rule 7(b) And Replace With New Rule ?(b), Carried 

I move that Rule ?(b) be deleted and replaced with the following: "the motion must be proposed 
prior to the scheduled time for daily adjournment". 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Your motion is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been cal led. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard. 

Recommendation 20: Commissioner Seated With The Assembly 

MR. RICHARD: Recommendation 20 deals with the Commissioner being seated within the Assembly. 
Currently Rule 12 permits the Commissioner to be seated wi thin the Assembly during the committee of 
the whole. The special committee is aware that the Commissioner had indicated to the Assembly, 
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through the Speaker, that he would not sit i n  the House and thus the speci al committee feels that 
the rule i s  no longer required. 

Motion To Delete Rule 12, Carried 

I move that Rule 12 be deleted. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Your motio.n i s  in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Question has been called. All those i n  favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard. 

Recommendat ion 21: Amendments To Orders Of The Day 

MR. RICHARD: Recommendation 21, Mr. Chai rman, i s  as a result of the commi ttee's recommendations 
which have thus far been adopted, ch anges to terminology and in the orders of the day. It requires 
an amendment to Rule 20(2) whi ch currently sets out the da ily routi ne of business. 

Motion To Delete Rule 20(2) And Replace With New Rul� 20(2), Carried 

I move that Rule 20(2) be deleted and replaced with the following: "The daily routine of busi ness 
in the Assembly shall be: 1. Prayer; 2. M in isters ' Statements; 3. Members' Statements; 4.  
Returns to Oral Quest i ons; 5. Oral Questi ons ; 6. Written Questi ons; 7. Returns to Written 
Questi ons; 8. Replies to Openi ng Address; 9. Petitions; 10. Reports of Standing and Speci al 
Comm ittees; 11. Tabli ng of Documents; 12. Noti ces of Motion; 13. Notices of Motion for First 
Reading of Bi lls; 14. Motions; 15. First Reading of Bi lls; 16. Second Reading of B i lls; 17. 
Orders of the Day". 

What happened to commi ttee of the whole? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Your moti on i s  in order. To the motion. Mr. Richard. 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chai rman, I should explain, if Members could turn in the ir  green book to current 
Rule 20(2), i t  sets out that order. We are amending it sli ghtly but Subrule ( 3 )  fol lowing it states 
that " The order of business for consi deration of the Assembly after the daily routine shall 
be: " and then i t  goes into commi ttee of the whole, etc. So it i s  not missing from the routine 
orders of the day. Th ank you. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Questi on. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Questi on has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, i f  any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard. 

Recommendation 22: Debatable Motion 

MR. R ICHARD: The next recommendati on, Mr. Chairman, i s  Recommendation 22 . The speci al committee 
reviewed Rule 41 wh i ch li sts motions which are not debatable. The commi ttee after consi derat i on at 
some length at its fi rst meeting felt that there was some confusi on i n  th is  area with regard to the 
motion to adjourn the debate. Members of the speci al committee felt that that moti on should be 
debatable. 
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Mot ion To Del ete Rule 4l(e) And Replace With New Rule 4l(e), Carr i ed 

I move that Rule 4l(e) be deleted and replaced w ith the following : "41(e) to adjourn the co�ni ttee 
of the whole or the House". 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Your motion i s  in order. To the motion. Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Chai rman, I understand that when we went through the hours of s itting we d id  
i nd icate some rati onale for adjourning at 5: 00 p.m. or  6 : 0 0  p.m. However , thi s  motion indicates 
that i f  i t  i s  debatable , regardless i f  a Member i s  ti red or not, that i s  not an excuse for an 
adjournment. I would understand that that would be the case then. You could get i nto quite a 
lengthy debate just to see the number of hours or the amount of t ime that i s  going to be u sed to 
debate whether to adjourn or not. Debate would probabl y  go on  to 6 : 0 0  p.m. i f  that i s  the case. I 
do not know whether having i t  debatable -- I bel ieve it should not be debatable. There should be a 
vote and i f  people feel they can go on, then support i t. If not, then they would defeat it. Thank 
you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. R ichard. 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chai rman, my apologies. I d i d  not explai n  that well. If Member s could turn to 
the green book, Rule 4l(e) , the rule currently states that all motions are debatab l e  except the 
foll owing l i st and in  (e) i t  reads "to adjourn a debate".  What the confus ion i s, Mr. Chairman , 
when we are in  the Assembly and the Speaker i s  in the cha i r  and there i s  a debate occurr i ng as on 
my own motion this afternoon, and dur i ng that debate i f  someone popped up and said "I move that we 
adjourn thi s debate" ,  our special commi ttee feels that that motion should be debatable. Therefore, 
we want to take that Subrul e ( e), to adjourn a debate, and take it away from the 1 i sts of those 
motions that are not debatable. We are clari fy i ng i t  by rewording (e) to say that to adjourn the 
commi ttee of the who l e  or  the House , that when we are i n  commi ttee of the v1hole and someone w i shes 
to report progress or moves that we adjourn comm it  tee of the whole, that i s  not deb at ab 1 e. The 
chai rman would call the questi on. The change that we are making with thi s  recommendati on i s  that 
i f  someone r i ses dur ing a debate and moves that that debate be adjourned to another time, that 
Member's motion would be subject to debate itself. I hope I have explai ned that, Mr. Chai rman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the moti on. Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Chai rman, I wonder i f  the cha i rman of the rule s commi ttee could exp la in  why 
the Members now choose to make it  debatable. For instance, I thi nk the usual practice i n  the 
parli amentary system is that i f  the Member for one reason or another i s  e i ther mi sbehavi ng or not 
conducti ng h imself according to the rules of the House, the Speaker, normally wi thout debate, names 
a Member and therefore suspends the Member from the service of the Assembly. I think that i s  the 
case. The previ ous rule under Rule 4l(b) "to suspend a Member from the service of the Assembly" ,  
does that i nvo l ve for i nstance, the term of the Member or just dur i ng tne day? I v10nder if you 
could clar i fy that for me, whether or not the Speaker would be abl e  to name a Member to be 
wi thdrawn for the rest of the day and in that case that would be debatable? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. R ichard, would you like to clar i fy the point rai sed? 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chairman, w i th all respect to my good fr i end Mr. Curley, h i s  comment is not i n  
order here. I am , on beha l f  of the comm i ttee , recommending a change to 4l(e) and I would be 
prepared to di scuss 4l(b) with h im  some other ti me. It i s  not rea lly part of my recommendation or 
motion. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) :  To the motion. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion i s  carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. R ichard. 
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Recommendat ion 23: Amendments To Moti ons 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The next recommendati on, number 23, deals with  amendments 
to mot i ons . I f  Members could refer to Rule 43. The spec ial commi ttee reviewed this rul e wh i ch 
l i sts moti ons wh ich  can be made whil e a quest i on is  under debate. The commi ttee felt that the 
reference to " for proceeding to another order" should be deleted as it is not used in our 
Assembly. So basi cally, Mr. Chai rman, with th is  recommendation we feel clar i fying w ith  a l i ttle 
more certainty as to what Rule 43 means. 

Motion To Delete Rule 43 And Replace W ith  New Rule 43, Carried 

I move that Rul e 43 be deleted and replaced wi th the fol lowing: "When a quest i on is under debate 
no motion should be received except to amend i t, to postpone i t  to a day certain, to adjourn the 
debate or for the adjournment of the Assembly. " 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. R i chard. Your motion is  in order. To the motion. Mr. 
Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY :  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. A quest i on for you. If during a formal motion a 
Member wanted to make a motion to postpone i t  to a day certain, wou l d  he have to do that during the 
t i me that he is al lowed to speak or could he make that motion at any time? The reason I ask i s  
because you can make a mot i on to adjourn the House at any time. You can make a motion to amend but 
you have to wai t  unt i l  your turn to speak comes to make a mot i on to amend a formal moti on. But I 
am just wondering  i f  in terms of postpon ing until a day certain, can you do that at any t i me or 
wou l d  i t  have to be done dur ing the t ime allocated to you to speak to formal moti on? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Wray, i f  a Member has a moti on, the Speaker has to recognize you to 
speak to the moti on, at which t i me you are ent i t l ed to adjourn the debate on the moti on. However, 
you cannot do i t  as a point of priv i lege or a point of order. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Questi on. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ): Quest i on is  being called. A l l  those in  favour of moti on 23? Opposed, i f  
any? The motion is  passed. 

---Carri ed 

Recommendat i on 24, Mr. R i chard. 

Recommendat i on 24: Calli ng The Members 

MR. R ICHARD: Mr. Cha i rman, the next Recommendation 24 deals w ith  calli ng in the Members when there 
is not a quorum and, again, this is fair ly  minor. The committee felt that we should clarify Rule 
51 (3) ,  which now says that when there is no quorum on a question, the Speaker or chai rman of the 
committee of the whole shall call in Members. Earlier i n  our rul es, in  Rule 6 it talks about the 
15 mi nutes that the bells are to r i ng, and i f  there i s  no quorum then, there is to be an 
adjournment.  Th i s  would simply clar i fy that when we are using Rule 51, we also refer to Rule 6(4) 
and ( 5). 

Motion To Delete Rule 51(3) And Replace W ith  New Rule 51(3), Carried 

I would move that Rule 51(3) be deleted and replaced w ith  the fol l ow ing: " If a quorum of Members is 
not present on a quest i on, the Speaker or chai rman of committee of the whole, as the case may be, 
shall call i n  the Members in accordance with Rule 6(4) and 6(5 ) . "  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Ri chard. Your mot i on is  in  order. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Quest i on. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Quest i on has been called. All those in favour of the motion? Opposed, i f  
any? The mot i on i s  carried. 

---Carri ed 

Mr. Richard. 
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Recommendation 25:  Departmental Officials 

MR . RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Recommendati on 25 deals with current Rule 66 wh i ch  permits 
departmental offi cials to be seated near the ir  favouri te Minister when a bill i s  be i ng considered. 
The special committee noted that this rule  was not bei ng followed i n  current practice and that the 
rule  should be rewri tten to reflect the current practice . 

Moti on To Delete Rule 66 And Replace With New Rule 66, Carried 

I move that Rule 66 be deleted and replaced with the followi ng: "When the House is sitti ng i n  
commi ttee of the whole to consider bills, the Minister i n  charge of the b i l l  bei ng considered may, 
w ith the consent of the committee of the whole, have departmental off icials appear as witnesses to 
supply information as required . "  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Ri chard. Your motion i s  i n  order . To the motion. Mr .  
Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I do not know, maybe I am reading this wrong but i t  
says, " Ru le  66 currently permits ' departmental officials' to be seated near a Minister" and then it 
goes on to say that the rule has not been followed in current hi story, therefore the committee feel 
that th is  rule should be rewri tten to reflect the current practice. What they are saying, fi rst 
of all, is  that _Rule 66 currently permits departmental offi cials to be seated near a Minister . In 
what they are rewriting and what they are replacing it with are they mak i ng a distinction between 
behind and in the House? Oh, okay. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): To the motion . 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been cal led. All those in favour of motion 25? Opposed, i f  
any? The motion i s  carried . 

---Carried 

Recommendation 26, Mr. Ri chard . 

Recommendation 26: Fi nance And Public Accounts Committee 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chai rman, Recommendation 26. Members are aware that we have amended the 
Legislative Assembly and Executive Counc i l  Act to split the former standing commi ttee on finance 
and publ ic accounts into two separate commi ttees now. We are s imply recommending that the rules 
reflect the new arrangement of two committees . 

Motion To Amend Rule 84, Carried 

I move that Rule 84 be amended to establish two separate stand i ng committees, one on f inance and 
one on public  accounts. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Ri chard . Your motion is i n  order. To the motion. 

AN HON . MEMBER: Question . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan): Questi on has been called. A ll  those in favour of the moti on? Opposed, i f  
any? The mot ion i s  carried. 

---Carri ed 

Recommendation 27, Mr. R ichard. 

Recommendation 2 7 :  Commi ttee Quorum 

MR. R ICHARD: Recommendation 27 deals with the quorum of stand i ng or special commi ttees and Members 
could refer to Rule 89(3), which states that a quorum of a comm ittee is  to be specif ied in the 
motion establishing the committee. Our commi ttee found that this is  not the current practice as 
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the quorum is being set out in the committee's terms of reference, which are approved by the Q 
Assembly in any event, but it would simply clarify that current practice and change the rules to 
comply with the current practice. 

Motion To Delete Rule 89(3) And Replace With New Rule 89(3), Carried 

I move that Rule 89(3) be deleted and replaced with the following: "A quorum of any committee 
shall be specified in the committee's terms of reference. " 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Richard. Your motion is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been called. All those in favour . of the motion? Opposed , if 
any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Recommendation 28, Mr. Richard. 

Recommendation 28: Minister/Executi ve Council Members 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chairman, Recommendation 28 is consequential to the rec·ent amendments to the 
Interpretation Act, changing the term of the eight gentlemen opposite from Executive Member to 
Minister and also the change of our ordinances to acts. The committee recommends that the rules 
should reflect these recent changes. 

Motion That Rules Be Amended To Reflect Terminology Changes Through Amendments To Interpretation 
Act, Carried 

I move that 1) Any and all references to " Executive Council Members" now contained in the rules be 
amended to read "Ministers". 2) Any and all references to " Council Ordinance" now contained in the 
rules be amended to read "Legislative Assembly and Executive Council Act". 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Ri chard. Your motion is in order. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Richard, Recorrmendation 29. 

Recommendation 29: Incorporation Date 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chairman, the final formal recommendation of our committee at this point deals 
with the coming into force of the changes that we have just adopted on the 28 previous 
recommendations. 

Motion That Amendments To Rules Sha ll  Come Into Force On The First Day Of The Eighth Session Of The 
10th Assembly, Carried 

I move that each of the adopted recommendations that amend the rules sh all come into effect 
commencing the first sitting day of the Eighth Session of the 10th Assembly. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Your motion is in order, Mr. Richard. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRi�AN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 
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Mr. Richard . 

MR. RICHARD : Mr. Chairman , I ,  on behal f of the special committee , wish to thank Members for their 
indulgence and patience through this very exciting process of making changes to our rules and 
procedures. The special committee has the mandate from this Assembly to continue with its  work to 
provide a final report in the first session in 1987 . The recommendations �1hich have j ust been 
adopted deal with only some of the matters within our terms of reference . Most of them are matters 
of immediate concern that have been brought to our attention by the Speaker , by individual MLAs , by 
the caucus as a whole and by the MSB. The committee and the staff have continued since preparation 
of this report to work to ful fil its terms of reference and to investigate further matters that 
have been referred to it. 

Some of the matters that we have not yet studied, Mr. Chairman, are conflict of interest, matters 
of confidence. On that I should note for Members ,  particularl y Ministers , that the coITTTiittee is 
entering into a contract with one of Canada's leading constitutional experts ,  a Prof. Egl ington to 
do a paper for us on what should or should not be questions of confidence in the consensus form of 
government which we currently have. Members will recall that earlier in this session there was a 
notice given of motion call ing for resignation of a Minister. In other jurisdictions, where they 
have party· politics ,  there are conventions and rules and customs established for when a Minister, 
or a government for that matter , must resign. We have nothing by way of custom, to the committee' s 
knowledge , and we simpl y  want to investigate this matter and possibly, Mr. Chairman , make 
recommendations in that area. 

We are also going to study the question of privilege. We will perhaps as early as next week be 
making a recommendation on the use of petitions .  On tel evision in the Assembly, we have had an 
extensive meeting with the people in Toronto who are in an experimental period on the use of 
television. The committee structure is something we have not discussed in any length and other 
matters referred to us in caucus,  being the procedural matters for the prayer and Sergeant-at-Arms .  

On page 31, Mr. Chairman, there is a reference to our coITTTiittee having had initial contact with 
representatives of the media. We will be working further in that area and will be reporting 
further to the Legislature on what we see as the role of the media in the Legislature . We may 
second Mr . Curley as an expert in that area. 

There is a note in this report, Mr. Chairman, that our coITTTiittee would be travell ing to other 
jurisdictions. That has been done, as I mentioned earlier, and we will be providing a second , 
separate report on that trip later in this session. 

Those, Mr. Chairman, conclude my remarks on our first report and in closing I would thank , for the 
record, Members of my committee: Mr. McCallum, Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Erkloo and the Hon. Tom 
Butters and also the staff, particular l y  Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Schauerte for their work to date. 
Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Richard. Does the committee agree that the First Report of 
the Special Committee on Ru les ,  Procedures and Privileges is concluded? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): What is the committee ' s  wish? Mr . Butters .  

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Chairman , I indicated that government would be willing t o  proceed with Bill 
7-86(1) if the committee wishes to examine that. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Very fast. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Does the committee wish to deal with Bill 7-86(1) at this time? Progress 
is being called. Mrs .  Lawrence,  did you move progress?  This is not debatable. All those in 
favour? Opposed, if any? Carried . 

---Carried 

I will r i se now and report progress. Thank you .  
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF FIRST REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON RULES, PROCEDURES AND 
PRIVILEGES 

MR . GARGAN: Mr .  Speaker, your committee has been considering Bill s 1-86(1), 3-86(1) ,  5-86(1) and 
7-86(1); Tabled Documents 37-86(1) and 42-86(1) ; First Report of the Special Committee on Rules, 
Procedures and Pr iv i 1 eges; Report of the St anding Commit tee on Leg is 1 at ion on Bi 11 s and Other 
Matters, and wishes to report progress . 

Mr. Speaker, your committee reviewed the First Report of the Special Committee on Rules, Procedures 
and Privileges and wishes to report that 17 motions . were adopted and the matter is now concluded . 

Motion To  Accept Report Of Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the report of the committee of the whole be concurred with. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Gargan. Members have heard the report of the chairman of the 
committee of the whole . Are you agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS :  Agreed.  

---Carried 

MR.  SPEAKER: Mr . Clerk, orders of the day and announcements. 

ITEM 18: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton) : Orders of the day for Friday, June 13th at 9 : 30 a .m. 

1 .  Prayer 

2. Members' Replies 

3 .  Ministers' Statements 

4. Oral Questions 

5 .  Wri tten Questions 

6. Returns 

7 .  Petitions 

8. Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

9. Tabling of Documents 

10. Notices of Motion 

11. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills 

12. Motions 

13 .  First Reading of Bi 11 s 

14. Second Reading of Bills 

1 5 .  Consideration in Committee of the Whole of Bil l s  and Other Matters: Bill 13-86(1); Tabled 
Document 37-86(1) ; Bill 5-86(1); Bil l 7-86(1 ) ;  Report of the Standing Committee on Legislation 
on Bills and Other Matters; Tabled Document 42-86(1) 
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16. Report of Committee of the Whole 

17. Third Read i ng of Bi lls 

18. Orders of the Day 
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MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. This House stands adjourned until 9:30 a.m. Friday, June 13th. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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