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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

THURSDAY, JUNE 19, 1986 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Michael Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Ms 
Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallum, 
Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Richard, Hon. Nick 
Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. T'Seleie, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER {Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Thursday, June 19th. 

Item 2, Members' replies. Item 3, Ministers' statements. Mr. Ballantyne. 

ITEM 3: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Minister' s Statement 45-86(1): Task Force Review Of Justices Of The Peace Program 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In response to concerns expressed in this House 
about the training of justices of the peace, I have decided to review the present methods used for 
training of justices of the peace. Toward that objective, my officials have been in contact with 
the president of the Justices of the Peace Association of the Northwest Territories to explore the 
best method of examining all aspects of the justice of the peace program. 

After considering the matter I am of the view, Mr. Speaker, that it would be most beneficial to 
have this matter reviewed by an independent task force. Therefore I am pleased to announce we will 
be setting up a task force in the very near future to consider this matter. The task force will be 
comprised of the president of the Northwest Territories Justices of the Peace Association, a senior 
official within my department and an independent member. 

Although the terms of reference for the task force have not yet been finalized, the task force will 
be asked to examine at least the following areas: 1) the evaluation of the selection and 
appointment process; 2) increased recruitment of aboriginal people to serve as justices of the 
peace; 3) minimum qualifications for a justice of the peace; 4) possible development of a tier 
system for justices of the peace; 5) the tenure of a justice of the peace; 6) suggestions for 
improvement of the existing Justices of the Peace Act; 7) methods for training of justices of the 
peace which will accommodate the uniqueness of the regions served and the distances covered; 8) the 
use of aboriginal languages in the training process and in the justices of the peace court. 

These are some of the areas that I expect the task force to consider. There wi 11, of course, be 
the need to further refine the terms of reference. I am hopeful that the task force can get 
under way in a fairly short period of time. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. The Chair would like to recognize Mr. John Killulark from 
Baker Lake, the mayor of Baker Lake. Welcome to Yellowknife. 

---Applause 

Item 3, Ministers' statements. Mr. Sibbeston. 
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Minister's Statement 46-86(1): Appointments To Senior Management 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I am pl eased to announce the results of two recent compet it i ans 

held for senior management positions in the territorial government. The positions being filled are 
deputy minister of the Executive Council and regional director in the Kitikmeot Region. The 
appointments I am announcing today are special in several ways. Firstly, they are being made as a 
result of an open competition held throughout the North. In the past, positions of this nature 
have been filled internally through direct appointment. This new approach reflects my 
determination to open up our government. Secondly, in each case a highly qualified and competent 
woman has been successful in winning the competition. This is the first time in the history of our 
government that positions at this level have been filled by women. This reflects both the growing 
number of competent women managers in the work force as we 11 as our government's commitment to 
ensure that women are fully represented at all levels of our public service. 

The new deputy minister of the Executive Council is Louise Vertes. 

---Applause 

Ms Vertes has worked for the territorial government since 
Priorities and Planning Secretariat. She brings to the 

1977, most recently as secretary to the 
position of deputy minister a broad 
She is very familiar with the workings 
her over the next months and years. 

knowledge of territorial government programs and policies. 
of ministerial government and I look forward to working with 

Helen Adamache is the new regional director in the Kitikmeot. 

---Applause 

Ms Adamache brings a wide range of experience to the position, both from her work in the 
territorial government and her activities in the community. Most recently, she worked for our 
government in the equal employment directorate in the Kitikmeot Region. Ms Adamache brings 
tremendous energy and ability to her new role and I am confident she will serve this government and 
the people of the Kitikmeot extremely well. Mahsi. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Ministers' statements. Mr. Ballantyne. 

Minister's Statement 47-86(1): Review Of Labour Standards Act 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As promised during the last session, I have 
commissioned a comprehensive internal review of the Labour Standards Act, the legislation which 
establishes minimum employment standards and sets out the basic rights of employees in the 
Northwest Territories. The act was first passed in 1967 and provides for employee rights in 
respect to minimum wages, standard hours of work after which overtime is payable, maximum hours of 
work, annual vacations and vacation pay, and general holidays. 

The only major change since 1967 came in 1976 when provisions establishing the Labour Standards 
Board, and for payment and collection of wages, were added. There have since been several 
additions to employment standards legislation in other jurisdictions affording increased protection 
to workers. Numerous suggestions have been advanced for the improvement of our Labour Standards 
Act. 

The review will examine the legislation of other jurisdictions and the suggested changes to the 
Labour Standards Act and wilr make recommendations for amendments. Major areas of proposed changes 
to be considered include: reduction of the standard hours of work per week from 44 to 40; 
requirement for minimum notice of termination of employment or pay in lieu of notice; provision of 
maternity leave; protection for workers who take on emp ioyment and later find that the terms and 
conditions of employment are not as originally agreed; protection for an increased number of 
workers, including domestics employed in private homes and employees who do "take-home" work; 
improved protection for employees who are dismissed without just cause; and clarification of the 
powers and duties of departmental officials and of the Labour Standards Board, to facilitate 
administration and enforcement of the act. 
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A report is expected to be completed by July 31st. 
representatives will then be sought. Thank you. 

The views of employer and worker 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. Item 3, Ministers' statements. That appears to conclude 
Ministers' statements for today. Item 4, oral questions. 

If Mr. Wray and Mr. MacQuarrie would like to have a private conversation would they mind leaving 
the ropes and having it so they are not disturbing others? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Item 4, oral questions. Mr. Erkloo. 

ITEM 4: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 303-86(1): Income Tax Problems In Communities 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is directed to the Finance 
Minister, Mr. Tom Butters. In the Northwest Territories concerning the wage earners and hamlet 
employees in the communities, a lot of them have to pay income tax and the deductions for income 
taxes are given to the federal government. Every year we have to fill in our income tax forms and 
a lot of times the employees have to pay 43 per cent and the hamlet has to pay 43 per cent more. 
Because of that when they are filling in their income tax forms they find out they have to pay 
extra because they did not pay enough during the year. Because of that I would like to find out 
from the Government of the NWT if they have made any amendments or provisions to the Income Tax 
Act. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters. Excuse me, Mr. Butters, your microphone is not on. 

Return To Question 303-86(1): Income Tax Problems In Communities 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, thank you. I received notice of the Member's question just a few 
moments ago and I would have liked to have had a bit of an opportunity to discuss with him just the 
specific problem that he is identifying. This government has a contractural arrangement with the 
federal government to collect our income tax for expenditures on our programs. I do not think it 
is additional; the income tax collected is collected once and then the 43 per cent of that tax 
collected is made available to us. But I would talk to the Member at another moment to find out if 
there is some specific problem that he wishes me to address which is above and beyond the matter 
which I am speaking to now. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Butters. Mr. Erkloo, is that satisfactory to you? Thank you. Mr. 
Angott itauruq. 

Question 304-86(1): Government Banking Services In Small Communities 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is directed to the Minister of Government 
Services. Just last year in Gjoa Haven they got a new economic planner and the economic planner is 
to help people start up businesses. The main problem they have in that community is the lack of a 
banking system and I guess it is across the whole Northwest Territories. People usually try to 
save or bank their money by putting it into a savings account at t,.he Bay or a co-op. I do not 
think that is a proper way of trying to save money, once you see all the items that you can buy in 
the only place where you could try to save your money. My question is to the Minister of 
Government Services, if he would give it a thought to have the government start up a treasury 
branch to act as a bank in a small community where it might be most needed. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 304-86(1): Government Banking Services In Small Communities 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank the honourable Member for giving notice of this 
question yesterday. We are doing quite a bit of work on this because the problem identified by the 
Member's question is a very real one. Anybody who has lived in a small community knows how 
difficult it is to operate when the availability of cash is so limited. 
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Only nine of our largest communities are serviced by bank branches and, as Members know, banks 
across the country are cl osing their branches down rather than opening them up. We are going to do 
everything we can to ensure that the branches we have in place remain in place. We have looked at 
a number of alternatives and many of them are very costly. We have looked at subsidizing bank 
branches, we have looked at and have experienced "flying bank" arrangements which occurred in 
Tuktoyaktuk, we have approached the Hudson's Bay Company to see whether or not we might ask them to 
act as a quasi bank to improve the communities' cash position. We are looking at banking machines 
and the latter option which we are now very actively considering is some kind of government banking 
services. 

The Member in his question indicated one -- which the Alberta Treasury Branch is. We have been in 
very active discussion with the Government of Alberta. I, as recently as two or three days ago, 
wrote to the new treasurer of Alberta, Mr. Johnston, asking him to continue the co-operative 
arrangement we have had with Alberta in the past in this particular area and the area of jointly 
providing some l iability insurance coverage. So, at the present time we have got from the 
Government of Alberta an agreement to provide us with consulting assistance to conduct a 
feasibility study. This study will be looking at the development of banking agents in NWT 
communities that are not currently served. I would hope that the results of that feasibility study 
will allow us to address and correct the problem which the Member has brought to our attention in 
this question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions? Mrs. Lawrence. 

Question 305-86(1): Access Road, Fort Resolution 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mahsi cho. Since I have been elected now for four years the people of Fort 
Resolution have been phoning me and asking me to see if there is any way we could do something 
about the access road. It is very important to the hunters and trappers. Can the Minister 
responsible for highways look into this? It is only about seven miles, a littl e stretch. The 
people today cannot even make it to the Nagle Channel where there is supposed to be spring 
hunting. Mahsi cho. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 305-86(1): Access Road, Fort Resolution 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, we wil l look into it and I can indicate to the 
Member that I think we will be able to do something about it. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Erkloo. 

Question 306-86(1): Response Re Teaching Of Stone SFulpture 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question of the Minister of Education. 
Last year the co-op conference made a resolution that the students should be taught stone sculpture 
before the old Inuit artists are dead. The resolution was sent to the Minister of Education. Can 
you reply to this question? Have you replied to the co-op? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: would like to take that question as notice, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question is being taken as notice. Oral questions. Mr. McLaughlin. 

Return To Oral Question 208-86(1): Appointment From Tu Nedhe To Stanton Yellowknife Hospital Board 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: I have a return to oral Question 208-86(1), asked by Mrs. Lawrence on the 
13th of March, concerning the possibility of an appointment from Tu Nedhe to the Stanton 
Yellowknife Hospital Board. 

I am sure that the Member is well aware of the direction the Department of Health is taking in the 
establishment of hospital boards of management. In the Baffin Region we will be establishing a 
board which wi 11 include a representative from each community. This wi 11 be a procedure I hope to 
see eventually in every area of the NWT. 



- 1226 -

I would also advise that I fully recognize that residents from a large number of communities 
outside of Yellowknife utilize the Stanton Yellowknife Hospital and I am examining various options 
available to me to have the widest possible representation on the Stanton Yellowknife Hospital 
Board. I would hope that the final make-up of the board wi 11 allow for regional, if not community 
concerns to be adequately presented. I can assure the Member that I will indeed consider an 
appointment from her region. However, I would advise that I have recently written to the H.H. 
Williams Hospital Board suggesting that they consider an appointment for someone from Fort 
Resolution. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Mccallum. 

Question 307-86(1): Attitude Of Government To Native And Northern Employees 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question to the Government Leader. Yesterday he 
replied to one of the questions that I asked. He indicated that if, as a result of this report on 
regional review in the Fort Smith Region, "If native people are out of jobs then I would feel sorry 
and apologize for that." He went on to say, "But the requirement of having a management review 
. . .  is of a much higher and more important matter than being concerned about the people who may be 
displaced in their jobs. " Mr. Speaker, I and the people in the Fort Smith Region do not want the 
Leader's compassion, and to use a Chipewyan word, Bek'enasdli, or his apology. What they want is 
an assurance from this government, from the Minister, that there will be jobs for them. I have a 
question for the Minister, Mr. Speaker. Is this the kind of callous attitude toward native people, 
or northerners in the Fort Smith Region and throughout the government, that the Minister is talking 
about, is that the attitude of the government? Because if it is, the Government Leader should know 
that his position is very precarious. I know. I was part of the people that put him there. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 307-86(1): Attitude Of Government To Native And Northern Employees 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, let me just state again my position or certainly the message or 
statement that I wanted to have made clearly. I indicated that there was going to be a regional 
review or a review of the regional administration in Fort Smith and, when the report is done, in 
the event that it decides definitely that there ought to be changes and a reduction in the number 
of regional staff in Fort Smith, we as an Executive will consider that and make a decision. All I 
was stating yesterday was that the matter of the administration and effective provision of services 
to government in the area is very important. It is much more important than the consideration of 
whether a few people in Fort Smith are going to be displaced. That is what I was trying to say. I 
believe in seeing this indicating -- showing a callous attitude, I am concerned and I have feelings 
for the people who ultimately may lose jobs as a result of changes but the Member ought to 
recognize that if there are changes in Smith it could well mean that people in other communities 
may have jobs, may have opportunities to work for our government. So while there may be some 
displacement in Smith, other people in other communities may gain the jobs and I am sorry if I 
appear to be callous and insensitive about this. I certainly am not that way, I am sympathetic but 
the management of government is of much higher order than the concern as to whether a few people 
may be displaced. And sometimes government has to make hard decisions and I believe this is what 
we are embarked upon. 

MR. SPEAKER: Supplementary, Mr. McCallum. 

Supplementary To Question 307-86(1): Attitude Of Government To Native And Northern Employees 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I trust that, in the Government Leader's reply, if there 
are further reviews it would not only be people in the Fort Smith Region but it would also apply to 
that area that he refers to as the cradle of Dene Nation wlture and language -- his own 
constituency. 

A further question, Mr. Speaker. The group who is doing the review, is that report based on 
explicit terms? Is it to be a yes or no situation? Are there to be modifications that would be 
made to the existing structure? In other words, is the regional administration going to be broken 
down? And to whom does this report go? Does it go to the Executive Council or does it go to the 
Government Leader himself for a decision? Do we as MLAs in this consensus government that we have, 
do we have a decision in this as well? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 
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Further Return To Question 307-86 ( 1 ) :  Attitude Of Government To Native And Northern Employees 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, in response to a question by Mr. Nerysoo, I was going to provide 
the terms of reference for the study that was to be done and I think that will be quite reveali ng 
i n  terms of what the study is all about. So I will fil e this momentarily. I can tel'I the Member 
that it is not e ither a yes or no matter. That there are possibilities of modi fication to the 
Smith regional admin istration. The report, while it wi 11 initiall y  be received by myse l f, wi 1 1  be 
made to the Executive Council and any decision with respect to changes, if there are to be changes, 
will be made by the Executive Council and not me alone. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Supplementary, Mr. McCallum. 

Question 308-86( 1 ) :  Decisions Where Policy Not I n  Place 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On another matter. In a rep l y  to a question raised by my 
colleague, Mr. Richard, Mr. Sibbeston was trying to do his best to deal with Mr. R ichard's question 
and one of the things that he said in it: "We did not have a policy on which we made these 
decisions, but gov�rnment" and again these are the key words "but government does not always 
necessarily act on policy decisions. " There may be the policy developed after it - - like, we are 
going to build the barn after the horse cart is gone. I would like to ask the Minister if the 
government does not act on policy decisions, why does the government develop policies? And what do 
they act on? Do they act on the Minister' s or the Government Leader 's  whims or other Minister' s 
whims? And who, i f  it is, who gave him the right to do that? The next thing he is going to tell 
me is he is going to be able to walk on water. 

MR. SPEAKER:  Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 308-86( 1 ) :  Decisions Where Policy Not I n  Place 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, the Member is giving me too much credit really in thinking that 
I have supernatural powers. I do pray and things do h appen occasionally but -- I just want to tell 
the Member that it is true that government does not always decide things pursuant to policies 
because there are occasions, rare though they may be, where occasions arise and matters need to be 
dealt with and government dee ides to take certain actions without there being a po 1 icy. But for 
the most part most of our actions are done pursuant to policies but this matter of dealing with the 
Fort Smith Region, as I indicated, is not one for which we have an existing policy because 
government has never dealt with a matter such as this. So it is a matter that was dee i ded upon 
after much discussion by the Executive Council and decided collectively by the Executive Council. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questi ons. Mr. Richard . 

Question 309-86 ( 1 ) :  Status O f  Negotiations R e  Transfer O f  Sir John Frank l in High School 

MR. R ICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister of Education. Mr. Speaker, 
i n  recent months the departmental officials in the Department of Education have been having 
discussions with the elected school board in Yellowknife Education District No. 1 and a lso with the 
representatives of the LEAs in other communities, regarding the runn i ng of Sir John Frankl in High 
School or the agreement that is being negotiated for that. It is my understanding, Mr. Speaker, 
that there has been some progress in recent weeks and I ask if the Mini ster cou ld  advise the 
Assembly on the status of the negoti ations toward that agreement. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Patterson. 

Return To Question 309-86 ( 1 ) :  Status Of Negotiations R e  Transfer Of S i r  John Frank l in High School 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To be quite forthright with you, Mr. Speaker, I 
had prepared a ministerial statement on th is  subject which was not quite ready for the order p aper 
today and so I could provide an answer by way of that statement now or perhaps request consent to 
go back to Mi nisters' statements. It is a l ittle more lengthy than the usual answer because it i s  
a fairly complicated matter. 

MR. SPEAKER: Would it be agreeable, Mr. Richard, that the paper mentioned be  done under Ministers ' 
statements at the next si tting of the House or do you want it done today? 
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SOME HON. MEMBERS :  Today. 

MR . SPEAKE R :  Today, p l ease . Do we have unanimous consent to return to Mi n i sters ' statements? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

MR . SPEAKER : Are there any nays? Mr . Patterson , we wi l l  return then to Mi n i sters ' st atement s .  

REVERT T O  ITEM 3 :  M I N I STERS ' STATEMENTS 

M i n i ster ' s  Statement 48-86 ( 1 ) :  S i r  John Frank l i n  Territor i al High School 

HON . DE NNIS  PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr . Speaker. As you wi l l  recal l ,  at the February se ss i on of the 
Leg i s l at i v e  Assemb l y, I announced I had i n i t i ated d i s cus s i on with the Yel l owkn i fe an d the reg i on al 
educat i o n  author i t i es regard i ng a proposal to g i v e  the respons i b i  1 ity for the admi n i strat i on and 
operat i on of the S i r  John Frank l i n  Terr i torial  H i gh School to an e l ected board of educat ion . I 
would l i ke to s ay that t h i s  problem was compl i c ated by the  fact that the Ed ucat i o n  Act at present 
prov i de s  no form of governance for second ary scho o l s  which provide programs on a mu l t i di st r i ct 
b as i s ,  such as S i r  John Frankl i n , Samuel Hearne and Gordon Robertson Ed ucat i o n  Centre. The 
resol ution to t h i s  probl em across the Terr i tor i es wou l d  requi re an amendment to the Education Act 
to prov i de such a form of governance.  

HON.  TAGAK CURLEY: Next ye ar . 

HON . DE NNIS  PATTERSON : As Members are aware, for more t h an 25 years ,  the S i r  John Frankl i n  
Territor i a l  H i g h  School has prov i ded h i gh school programs t o  graduates of t h e  Yel l owkn i fe pub l i c  
educat i o n  system and t o  the graduates of those other commun i ty schoo l s  where no h i g h  school 
programs were avai l ab l e .  Dur i ng a l l  of t h i s  t ime ,  the school has been under d i rect operat i onal  
control of  the Department of Educat i o n .  S ince 1983 , a l oc al l y  el ected co11VTiunity educat i o n  soc i ety 
has exerci sed certain admi n i strat i ve responsi b i l i t i e s  r e l ated to the day to day operation of the  
schoo l . 

I n  recent ye ars ,  the Ye l l owkn i fe pub l i c  board of educat i o n ,  w ith  the support of a l l  Yel l owkn i fe 
MLAs , h a s  requested t h at i t  be g i ven j uri s d i ct i on over the sen i or h i gh school prog rams within  i t s  
d i strict and that the S i r  John Frankl i n  school be transferred t o  the board for that purpose. 
Duri ng t h i s  s ame time,  I have al so received requests from the regional educ ation representat i ves 
that any c h ange to the ex i st i n g  arrangement shou l d  adeq u ate ly  prov i de for and s afeguard the needs 
of the reg i onal student s .  

Mr. Speaker, I am a supporter of 1 oc al control and l oc a l  i nv o l vement i n  the prov i s ion of educat ion  
serv i ces and I was prepared to reduce the  ro l e  of the  department i n  the operation of  the S i r  John 
Fran k l  in school . Furthermore, it was c l e ar to me that any new arrangement wo u l d  have to provide a 
govern ing  structure that wou l d  enab l e  i t s  members to d i sc u s s ,  reconc i l e  and resol ve the i ss ue s  
brought before i t .  

Estab l i shment Of Board Of Secondary Educat i on 

My conc l u s i o n ,  therefore, was that t h i s  approach wou l d  require the estab l i shment of a new k i nd of 
board, a board of secondary educat ion  whose members wou l d  be drawn from Yel l owkn i fe and from the  
appropr i ate surroun d i n g  reg i o n s .  Such a board, wh i l e  i n dependent of  the  publ i c  boai·d of  educat i o n ,  
woul d  st i l l  prov ide  an effect i v e  l i nk to the schoo l s  o f  the publ i c  school system. A t  the same 
t ime,  the reg ional  members as f u l l  voti ng members could bring  forward the concerns of the peo p l e  
and t h e  schoo l s  i n  t h e  reg i on s .  

A s  stated ear l i e r ,  Mr . Speaker , the Educat i o n  Act does not pro v i d e  for the estab l i shment o f  a board 
of secondary education and l egal adv ice to me was t h at such a board shou l d  be based in l e g i s l at i o n .  
S i nce a s imi l ar s i tuation  al ready exists  i n  I n uv i k ,  Frob i sher Bay, and wi l l  soon ex i st i n  Ran k i n  
I n l et ,  I proposed to t h e  Execu t i ve Counci 1 that t h e  Educat i o n  Act be amended t o  i ncl ude the 
enab l i ng l eg i s l at i o n .  

I n  general terms, I recomnienoed to the Executive  Counc i l  th at the proposed l eg i s l at i on author i z e  
the M i n i ster o f  Educat i o n :  a )  t o  estab l i sh a board o f  secondary educ ation for a school or school s 
where i n  h i s  opi n i o n  such a board i s  necessary; b )  to des i gnate such a board to be a body corporate 
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with the powers and duties as prescribed by regulation; c) to appoint or provide for the manner of 
appointment of the members of such a board; d) to determine the number of members to sit on such a 
board; e) to provide the funds required for the administration of the board and for the operation 
of the programs in the school or schools assigned to the board; and f) to enter into a memorandum 
of agreement with the board with respect to the details for the operation of the schoo l or schools. 

The Executive Council has today approved this proposal and the required legislation wi l l  be 
prepared for submission to the legislation and house planning committee. 

Mr. Speaker, more specific to the Sir John Franklin High School, if this amendment to the Education 
Act is approved, a board of secondary education would be established and the details of that 
particular board would be prescribed in regulations. It is proposed that: 

1) The board would consist of seven members appointed by the Minister of Education. Four members 
would be recommended by the public board of education. Three members would be recommended by the 
appropriate regional or local education authorities. 
2 )  A quorum for the board would be a maj ority of the members of the board but such a majority 
must, at each meeting, include at least one member from among the regional members. 
3 )  The board would meet at least once a month. 
4) The board woul d  have the authority to operate the school but would be required to contract with 
the public board of education for a) superintendent of education services; b) other professional 
and support services, including financial and purchasing services; and c )  office space, meeting 
rooms, necessary furnishings and equipment. 
5) The Government of the Northwest Territories wou l d  retain ownership of the faci 1 ity and would 
provide for the necessary maintenance services. 
6) Major changes in the programs to be offered in the school would require approval of the 
Minister of Education. 
7) The board would have the authority to staff the school and would be funded to provide the 
employee benefits but the present staff would have the option to remain in the NWT public service. 
8) Pending the completion of the review of the present provisions for funding secondary schools, 
funding would be on the basis of a per pupil grant on the determined full cost per student 
enrolled, less any amount for which the Government of the NWT assumes the cost. 
9) The Department of Education would continue to staff and administer Akaitcho Hall. 

I am pleased to advise, Mr. Speaker, that this proposal has been approved in principle by the 
Yellowknife public board of education, the Sir John Franklin education society and by the regional 
education associations, all of whom have been consulted. In my opinion it is a satisfactory and 
cost-effective interim arrangement. As the capability to provide high school programs at the 
community level increases and as additional education divisions are established, the necessity to 
retain the Sir John Franklin High School as a territorial high school to provide such programs will 
decrease. At that point in time, further discussions could result in the transfer of the Sir John 
Frankl in Territorial High School to the Yellowknife public board of education. I would l ike to 
thank all Yellowknife MLAs for their support and patience on this matter. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Ministers' statements. Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two statements which have just received. 
did not have them originally when we were there but this saves me getting unanimous consent, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Minister's Statement 49-86(1): Department Of Public Works And Highways Contract Awards, 1985-86 

The first statement, Mr. Speaker, is with regard to contract awards for fiscal year 1985-86. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to provide to Members of the Legislative Assembly information regarding 
construction, maintenance and service contract awards by the Department of Public Works and 
Highways for the 1985-86 fiscal year. In 1985-86, my department awarded a total of 779 contracts 
to northern f i rms. This represents fully 84 per cent of all contracts awarded to northern and 
southern firms last year. The total dol lar value of contracts awarded to northern f i rms in 1985-86 
was $47.6 million. This is 82 per cent of the total of $58. 3 million awarded to all northern and 
southern firms and compares very favourably with the 1984-85 total of 76 per cent and 1983-84 total 
of 66 per cent. 
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As you can see, Mr . Speaker, i t  i s  i ncreas i ng by about e i g h t  or n ine per cent every year . I am 
encour aged by these growth stat i st i cs as they i nd i cate a cont i n u i ng expansion i n  the number and 
expert i se of northern contrac t i ng f i rms . It i s  th i s  gover nment ' s  goal to max i mi ze the econom i c  
benefits  accruing  to northern resi dents and busi nesses and I am conv i nced t h at our efforts have 
been successful and wi l l  cont i n ue to be important in ach i ev i ng t h i s  goal . 

M i n i ster ' s  Statement 50-86 ( 1): Pangn irt ung Water Reservoir  Project 

I have one more, Mr . Speaker , w ith  your perm i s s ion .  Th i s  i s  a statement on the Pangnirtung water 
reservoir proj ect . Mr . Speaker, I am pl eased to report to the Assembly on a speci f i c  capital 
project where the efforts of Department of Publ i c  Works and H i g hways have resul ted i n  posi t i v e  
effects i n  regard to t h e  ut i l i z at i on and development of l oc al resources , busi nesses and t h e  use of 
l ocal l abour. The constr uction of a new reserv o i r  i n  Pang n i rtung has been under way s i nce the fal l 
of 1985 w ith  conti nuous excavat ion throughout the wi nter months . Work i s  proceed ing  wel l  and the 
project is on sched u l e .  

In  a prev ious  statement I noted that th i s  project was the s i ng l e  l argest mun i c i pal works project 
undertaken ever by the Department of Publ i c  Works and H i g hways eng i nee r i ng d i v i s i o n .  In  add i t ion 
to meet ing  the technical chal l enges of th i s  proj ect,  my department has al s o  made speci fic  efforts 
to max imi ze the use of l ocal resources during the projec t .  The resul ts of these efforts are 
notabl e  and, I feel , worth whi l e  report i ng to the Assemb l y :  

1 )  S i nce the start of construction a total of 24, 000 person hours of work has gone i nto the 
project. Of t h i s  total , almost 18 ,000 person hours have been from northern res i dents with 15 ,000 
of those person hours be ing from the community of Pan g n i rtung  al one . 
2 )  The contractor i s  reportedly pl eased with  the s k i l l s  of the l ocal heavy equ i pment operators and 
th i s  can onl y improve w i t h  exper i ence . 
3 )  A s i g n i fi c ant devel opment has been the estab l i shment of a pri vate company i n  Pangni rtung as a 
di rect resul t  of the co-operat ive efforts of the Department of Publ i c  Works and Highways, the 
Department of Local Government and the Department of Economi c Development and Tou r i sm .  Q i q i taq 
Equi pment Limi ted i s  a l ocal busi ness now establ i shed i n  Pang n i rtung with  assets that i nc l ude the 
majority of the heavy equipment mobi l i zed for the project and the maintenance garage/offi c e  
fac i l i t ies  constructed near t h e  s i te of the reserv o i r .  The equi pment of th i s  company i s  rented t o  
the reservo i r  contractor and subcontractor, prov i d i ng a good foundat i on for t h e  busi ness to 
cont i n ue successful operations after the reservoir  i s  compl eted . Th i s  company was estab l i shed on 
the bas i s  of a 51 per cent share ownership  by l ocal resi dents . 
4) The invol vement of the commun i ty has been extens ive  throughout the devel opment of the project 
and cont i nues on a reg u l ar bas i s  in the construction phase . 
5 )  I n  an effort to keep the general publ i c  i n  t he commun i ty informed about the project, an open 
house was held on May 18t h ,  1986 . An est imated 300 res i dents v i s i ted the s i te to observe the 
constr uction act i v i ty. W i t h  the success of t h i s  open house a second open house has al ready been 
suggested . 

As the priori t i e s  of our government are estab l i shed , the Department of Publ i c  Works and Highways 
endeavours to respond to these priorit ies  i n  the ful fi l ment of i t s  respons i b i l i t i e s .  The efforts 
of the department are not al ways v i s i b l e .  However , t h i s  House can be assured of the commi tment of 
my department i n  respond i ng to governmental pri ori t i e s .  

The resu l t s  to date o n  t h i s  Pang n i rtung project w i t h  respect to northern and l ocal i nvol vement 
reflect the type of project management that the department i s  ded i t ated to ach i ev i ng .  Efforts in  
th i s  regard wi l l  cont i nue to  be a major thrust for the  department and w i t h  the  co-oper at ion of 
supporting departments such as the Departments of Educat i o n ,  Local Government and spec i f i c a l l y  the 
Department of Economic Devel opment and Tour i sm, these res u l ts c an be repeated in future capi tal 
projects across the Northwest Terr i tor ies .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear ! 

---Appl ause 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. M i n i ster. M i n i sters ' statement s .  That appears to concl ude for the 
second t i me today, Mi n i sters ' statement s .  Item 4,  oral que stions .  Mr . Bal l antyne . 
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Return To Question 179-86(1): Replacement Of Houses In Clyde River 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to oral Question 179-86(1), 
asked by Mr. Paniloo on March 11th, 1986. It has to do with repl acement of houses in Clyde Ri ver. 
I share the Member's concern that houses in this community have not yet reached the proper 
standard. I am pleased to advise that I will be tabling the Housing Corporation's five year 
capital plan during this session. 

The 1985/86 construction program includes four four-bedroom houses and four HAP homes in Cl yde 
River. Mater i als arrived on the 1985 sealift and construction is beginning now. Materials for 
four four-bedroom houses will be delivered this year for construction next spring. This 
construction program w ill help alleviate the hous ing shortage in Clyde River. 

Replacement of matchboxes and substandard houses in Clyde River and elsewhere is addressed in the 
corporation' s five year capital pl an. The actual date of replacement wi 1 1  be determined by joint 
planning on the part of the hous ing association and the NWT Housing Corporation district office 
staff. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. I would like to recognize Mr. Wayne Lenton, the president 
of Canada Tungsten from Tungsten. Welcome to the chambers. 

---Applause 

Oral questions. Mr. B allantyne. 

Further Return To Question 40-86(1): Housing Assistance For Levi Killiktee, Grise Fiord 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to oral Quest ion 40-86(1), asked 
by Mr. Pudluk on February 18th, 1986, to do with housing assistance in Grise Fiord. The roof of 
Mr. Kill iktee's house was repaired shortly after the wind storm. Further, through the Baffin 
district office, Mr. Killiktee has been provided with sufficient fund i ng to effect necessary work 
on his present accommodation. Mr. Kill i ktee advised the district manager that he wou l d  prefer to 
repair and complete the house damaged by wind rather than wa it  to build a HAP house after this 
year's sealift. 

Approximately one month ago, the Housing Corporation funded an el ectrical contract and flew in 
materials required to complete the house. The HAP house has been al located to another client in 
Grise Fiord. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral question. Mr. B al lantyne. 

Further Return To Question 81-86(1): Delay In Installation Of Electricity In HAP Houses, Fort 
Providence 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I have a return to oral Question 81-86(1), asked 
by Mr. Gargan on February 21st, 1986. It has to do with electricity in HAP houses in Fort 
Providence. Four HAP homes were delivered to Fort Providence under the 1985 program. One is 
compl ete and two have been ready for electrical rough-in for some time. An initial agreement to 
cost-share electrical installation between the Housing Corporation and clients has not been 
successful. The clients were not able to cover their share of the costs and the electrician could 
not commit to a contract for pnly part of the installation. 

I am pleased to advise the Member that a solution has been reached. In order to ensure these homes 
are completed, the Housing Corporation wi 11 fund a service contract which wi 1 1  cover the cost of 
full and complete electrical installation. I anticipate that work on this service contract will 
begin within one month. 

MR. SPEAK-ER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Richard. 

Question 310-86(1): CMHC Response To Condominium Applications 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Housing if he is not out of breath 
from the last three turns. 
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HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: I am still young. 

MR . RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, my question deals with a recent response by Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation to proponents of condominium projects in this c i ty. The CMHC response is negative 
toward the underwriting of loans for condominium projects and the negative attitude of the response 
is as  a result of CMHC experiences with condominium projects in southern Canada. 

Mr. Speaker, it would appear unfair that that federal agency would apply a southern Canada 
criterion or standard to applications coming from northern Canada, parti cularly when the bottom of 
the i r  stationery has the logo, "Helping to House Canadians" ,  presumably all Canadians. Will the 
Minister undertake to seek some assurances from h i s  federal counterpart, Mr. McKni ght, who is 
responsible for CMHC, that appl i cations from northern Canada condominium projects w ill receive full 
consideration on their merits and not based on exper iences in southern Canada? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Ballantyne. 

Return To Question 310-86(1): CMHC Response To Condomini um Applications 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am aware of the problem and I share the 
honourable Member' s concern. I will be bringing this to Mr. McKnight's attention and I find it 
iron i c  that after many people have worked for f i ve or six years toward having condominium 
legislation in the Northwest Territories -- i ncluding the federal government -- and after there was 
a major announcement by the federal government about how great this l egislation is, now they have 
added a hurdle which is difficult for northern builders. So, I share the concern and I will bring 
it very strongly to the Minister's attention. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 311-86(1): Status Of Teaching Staff And NACC After Transfer Of Sir John Franklin High 
School ---------------------------------------�--
MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, a couple of brief questions for the Mini ster 
of Education to clari fy a couple of items in the recent statement about the transfer of Sir John 
Franklin school. Mr. Minister, I believe you said that present staff will have the option to 
remain as members of the public service .  Is it  the case then that all new hires will become 
employees of the board? 

The second question is: The Northern Arts and Cultural Centre is housed in the territori al high 
school at the present t ime under an agreement with the Government of the Northwest Territories. 
Is that agreement secured in the transfer to the board? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Mini ster. 

Return To Question 3 11-86(1): 
Franklin High School 

Status Of Teaching Staff And NACC After Transfer Of S i r  John 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Maybe I will answer the last quest ion first. I 
was not able to provide full details of the plan today in the statement to the House but indeed the 
Government of the NWT has made a legal commitment to the Northern Arts and Cultural Centre. 
Certainly that agreement will be respected and the government will have the ability in establishing 
this new board to require that that commitment be honoured. 

As to the question of the employer for teachers in Sir John Frankl in. Mr. Speaker, thi s 
arrangement, as I said today, has been described by me as an i nterim arrangement because in the 
long run I do foresee the day when with local high school programs being developed in larger 
communities, the great majority of students in Sir John would be Yellowknife students. When that 
eventuality takes pl ace, then I would foresee the board we propose to establish becoming a full 
school board, the same a s  Yellowkn i fe Education Districts Nos. 1 and 2, which would then employ the 
teachers directly and replace the Government of the NWT as employer. 

However, in the interim and I guess subject to consultation with the NWT Teachers' Association over 
the next few months as the legislation and regulations are developed, it is my recorrmendation that 
the new secondary board of education can still have complete control over the operation of the 
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school, w i th  the employees rema in ing as empl oyees of the Government of the NWT. So I wou l d  
recommend that present and new empl oyees would continue to be empl oyees of the Government of the 
NWT, in  much the same way as employees of the Hous i ng Corporat ion  or employees of a hosp i tal 
managed by a territorial board of management are still employees of the publ i c  service. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Mi nister . Oral quest i ons. Mr . Patterson. 

Return To Quest i on 294-86(1 ): Cultural Inc l us i on Programs, Pond Inlet And Further Return To 
Quest i 9n 284-86(1): I ncreased Fund i ng For Cultural Inclus i on 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
cul tural inclusion. 

have a return to Mr. Erkloo's quest ions about 

The Department of Education makes cul tural inclus i on funding avai l abl e to local education 
authori ties to enable them to prov i de cultural programs to students. Funding is prov i ded at the 
level of $42 per student at the present time. Use of these funds is  at the d iscretion of the LEA. 
In add i t i on to th is  a fund ing formula is being establi shed whi c h  w i l l  enable the transfer of funds 
from other areas for use in cultural programs at the LEA's discret i on. 

At the present t ime the Baffin D i v i si onal Board of Education i s  undertaking the development of 
Inukti tut language programs on behalf of t he Baffin, Keewatin and Kitikmeot Regi ons. Fund i ng i s  
being made avail able to the d i v i s i onal board t o  carry out thi s work. The Baff i n, Keewatin and 
K i t i kmeot Regions are represented on the curriculum development committee whi ch gu i des th i s  
development work. 

I am pleased to state that my department does have a plan implement i ng the Inukt i tut l anguage arts 
program. The kindergarten to grade four program w ill be complete by the beginn ing of next school 
year, that is this coming fall. From here on, we plan to complete one grade per year. By 1988 we 
w ill therefore, have a complete kindergarten to grade s ix  Inuktitut language curr i cul um. I bel ieve 
that for grades seven, eight and ni ne, we should place greater emphasi s  on greater land and 
cul tural skills by the students, and at grades 10 to 12, place the emphasis on analys is  of current 
cultural, soc ial  and pol i t i cal i ssues relat i ng to Inuit. My department has arranged for the 
development of an Inuit  studies program at the grade 10 level, which i s  now under way, w i th 
implementat ion planned for the fall of 1987. By 1989 we will have completed the grades 10 to 12 
programs i n  both Inuit and Dene stud i es .  

Separate funding has been made avail able to a number of commun i t i es over past years, i nclud ing Pond 
Inlet, to assi st in the local development of language and cul tural materials . Add i t i onal fund ing 
w i ll  be avai lable for further local progran development of th is  nature , I expect, when f i nal 
approval is given to the language enhancement fund proposal . In l i ght of these i n i t i ati ves i n  
Inukti tut curriculum and language devel opment, i t  is  my bel ief that i t  will  no l onger be so 
necessary that the so-called cultural i nclus i on fund be relied on to prov i de Inuktitut language and 
cultural values i n  each school. When all of these measures are in pl ace, I would hope to phase out 
cultural i nclusion grants altogether, as being redundant.  

Return To Questton 286-86( 1): Phone Call s Home For Students In Resi dences 

Mr. Speaker, i f  I may, I have another return to a questi on asked by Mr. Erkloo, June 17th, 
concerni ng long d i stance telephone priv ileges for students i n  resi dences in the NWT. 

In  Akai tcho Hall, Yellowkni fe, students are enti tled to one long di stance telephone call a month to 
their parents. During this telephone call, the supervi sor will a lso speak to the parents and 
i nform them of their c h i ld's progress. At Groll ier Hall i n  Inuvik, students only make long 
distance calls i f  an urgent si tuation arises and the student needs to call home. The guidance 
counsellor at the high school w i ll a lso allow a student to call home on h is  number if he fee ls that 
a si tuat ion is urgent . At Ukkivik Residence i n  Frobisher Bay, students are allowed one 10-m i nute 
telephone call a month, only on weekends, to their home. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Min i ster. Oral questi ons. Mr. Angott i tauruq. 
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Question 312-86(1): NCPC User-Pay Policy 

MR . ANGOTTITAURUQ : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question will be directed to the Minister of 
Housing. The NCPC and Housing Corporation have worked together and put up a user-pay pol icy 
progr�n. That was to save energy. It has not been used for a very long time and I have seen some 
great prob lems in that area. For instance, if I got my b ill on June 19th, NCPC would have to cut 
my power off by July 9th, even though it is only five or 1 3  dollars. If I live in a house owned by 
the Housing Corporation, I may be $2000 in arrears but still if I keep that house properly or if I 
am in need of a house, I would still be there. The user-pay program is not a safe thing. If I 
have a large family, if I were cut off in the middle of the winter, where would I go? There are 
many communities in the NWT that are lacking housing. I am asking the Minister whether he would be 
able to think about it so that this would be more fair, like housing rentals. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 3 12-86(1): NCPC User-Pay Policy 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, I think Mr. Paniloo also brought to my attention a couple of 
days ago the same problem. There have been some problems with the administration of this policy. 
There have been problems with the mail getting there late and also problems of people being 
threatened with cut-off. So I am having my officials look at the policy to find ways that we can 
stre�line the user-pay policy. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Erkloo. 

Question 313-86(1): NCPC Policy Of Cutting Off Power To Houses 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is d irected to the Minister 
responsible for the Housing Corporation. It is a supplementary more or less to Mr. Angottitauruq's 
question. The housing associat ions in the communities have the b iggest problems or two major 
problems. I was told earlier that if a person gets a bill from NCPC for instance, the ifllount that 
person has to pay is about 10 per cent of the b ill and the rest is paid by the housing association, 
perhaps maybe 80 per cent for the power. But if that person does not pay on time, right away they 
are threatened that their power will be cut off. The housing association pays 75 per cent and they 
have a lot of responsib ility, for instance, for other services such as water and sewage. If that 
house freezes there is a lot of work needed for that house. I would l ike you to be aware that, 
especially in the wintertime, this could cause a problem especially in the cold months if you cut 
off the power. What are you proposing to do about that? 

Return To Question 313-86(1): NCPC Policy Of Cutting Off Power To· Houses 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: (Speaks In French. No translation) I mean that is a very hannful thing 
and there was never an intent when this user-pay policy was put in that for a lot of reasons beyond 
their control, people would have their power cut off. So again I reiterate we are looking into the 
problem and I will get back to the honourable Member when we come up with a more streamlined method 
of addressing this problem. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. That appears to conclude oral questions 
for today. Do we have any written questions? Mr. Paniloo. 

ITEM 5: WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Question 314-86(1): User-Pay Bills 

MR. PANILOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is d irected to the Housing 
Corporation Minister. I have asked him already about the power in the community. I really d id not 
understand the written answer and I would like to get a clarification on this. Thank you. I am 
going to ask you the same question. I have asked a question during questi on period concerning our 
discussion last winter, about electricity b ills coming into the communities very late. Sometimes 
the bills come to the communities after the due date. The b ills coming in too late is our major 
problem in our communities. This occurs due to the slowness of postal services in remote 
communities. My question is to the Executive Counc il whether they have mitigated this problem or 
what have they done to this date, what will they be doing to mitigate it? 
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MR. SPEAKER: We will change that, we will ask the Minister. There are no questions to the 
Speaker. So we wi 11 get a written rep 1 y then from the Minister with regard to this prob 1 em on 
electricity . Are there any further written questions? Mr . Sibbeston. 

HON. NICK SI BBESTON: Mr . Speaker, I actually had a return to an oral quest i on but you sli pped into 
the written quest i ons quickly and I was not able to catch your eye. Can I please return to oral 
questions to give a return? 

MR. SPEAKER: Do we have unanimous consent to return to oral quest i ons? Proceed, Mr . Sibbeston. 

REVERT TO ITEM 4: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Return To Question 301-86(1) : Terms Of Reference, Fort Smith Region Review 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON : Yes, Mr . Speaker. This is a return to a question asked by Mr . Nerysoo 
yesterday with respect to the terms of reference of the contract dealing with the restructur i ng of 
the regional organizat i on in Fort Smith . I have the terms of reference here which I will just make 
avail able to the Members . 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. We are back now on oral questions. Are there any further or� quest i ons? 
Mr . Gargan . 

Question 315-86(1): Mail Withheld By Post Office 

MR.  GARGAN: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I woul d  l i ke to direct my question I think to the Government 
Leader and i t  is concerning post offices. Last month when I was in Hay River and al so in my own 
community o f  Fort Providence, from time to time the family allowance or the old age supplement or 
the old age security has been withheld from individuals who get them. I would like to ask the 
Government Leader whether this is l egal or not, that post offices withhold mail from ind i v i duals. 
I am sure this must be going on in other communities as wel 1 .  I want t o  get that cleared up  
because this problem has been brought to my attention time and time again and I j ust d o  not know 
how to deal with it. 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Minister . 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, the Member is asking me questions concerning the activities or 
policies of a federal corporation, Canada Post. I am sorry that I cannot pro v i de the Member with 
the answers. I would undertake though, on behalf of the Member to investigate the concern t hat he 
has raised and report back to him in due course . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, you are taking the question then as notice. Oral questions. That appears 
to conclude oral questions for today again . 

Item 5, written questions . Are there any further written questions? 

Item 6, returns. Are there any returns for today? There do not appear to be any returns. 

Item 7, petitions. Item 8, reports of standing and special committees. Mr. Richard. 

ITEM 8 :  REPORTS OF STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

Second Report Of Special Committee On Rules, Procedures And Privileges 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I wish to provide the second report of the special committee 
on rules, procedures and privileges. Mr. Speaker, Members will recal l that the first report of the 
special committee was given in March of this year and recently considered in committee of the 
whole. Since the first report was given in this House, the committee has taken a short trip to 
four jurisdictions and this second report essential ly is a report on the highlights of that trip 
and the observations made by the committee in its various meetings . The report is in written form, 
Mr. Speaker, and I wish to have four recommendations that are in the report considered by the 
committee of the whole with the optimistic hope that they will be adopted and combined w i th  the 
changes to the rules which were approved ear l i er this session. 
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Mot i on That Second Report Of Special Committee On Rules, Procedures And Privileges Be Considered In 
Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

I move, Mr. Speaker, that this second report be moved into committee of the whole for 
consideration. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Have we a seconder to the motion? Mr. McCall um. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: 
carried. 

Question being cal l ed. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The motion is 

---Carried 

Will the Clerk add the second report of the committee on rules, procedures and privileges to the 
orders of the day for today? Are there any further reports of standing and special committees? 
Item 9, tabling of documents. Mr. Butters. 

ITEM 9: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to table Tabled Document 72-86(1), a telex from John 
Hill, mayor of Inuvik, to Dave Nickerson, Member of Parliament for the Western Arctic, asking him 
to intercede with his government to increase the current tax credit system to a percentage that 
will reduce the participation by Gulf and its partners to 25 cents on the dollar. This is related 
to the downturn in the Mackenzie Delta, sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to table Tabled Document 73-86(1), 
the first issue of " Building Blocks", a monthly newsletter on aboriginal rights and constitutional 
development in t.he Northwest Territories. May I also mention that the second issue will be 
available on Monday or Tuesday of next week. This is the May issue. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: 
documents. 
Cournoyea. 

Thank you, Mr. Minister. Tabling of documents. That appears to conclude tabling of 
Mr. Ballantyne, do you have a document to be tabled? Item 10, notices of motion. Ms 

ITEM 10: NOTICES OF MOTION 

Notice Of Motion 43-86(1): Air Cargo Tax 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, June 24th, I wi 1 1  move, seconded by the 
honourable Member for Natilikmiot, that the Legis lative Assembly of the Northwest Territories  
endorse the recommendations of  the House of CoITJTions standing committee on transport that the 
proposed air cargo tax not be established in the North and remote areas, and further recommend to 
the Minister of Transport that all commercial air services operating to, from and within the 
Northwest Territories be exempted from any application of the proposed air cargo tax. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motion. That appears to conclude notices of motion for 
today. 

Item 11, notices of motion for first reading of bills. 
Increase of Expl oration Tax Credit. Ms Cournoyea. 

ITEM 12: MOTIONS 

Motion 34-86(1): Increase Of Exploration Tax Credit 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker: 

Item 12, motions. Motion 3 4-86(1), 

WHEREAS depressed world oil prices have and will continue to directly, negatively affect 
exploration activities by oil companies in frontier areas; 
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AND WHEREAS th is  wi 11 reduce and probably eliminate employment of northern residents employed 
in oil and gas expl oration; 

AND WHEREAS it is in Canada' s interest to move toward self-suff i c iency in oil and gas suppl y ;  

AND WHEREAS Gulf Canada's Amaul i gak o i l  field appears t o  hold the best prospect for eventual 
o i l producti on; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the Member ...  

Mr. Speaker , my seconder i s  not in the House today. 

MR. SPEAKEH: Mr. Butters has ind i cated he w ill second the moti on. 

MS COURNOYEA: Thank you . 

. . .  seconded by the honourable Member for Inuv i k ,  that th is  Legislature recommend to the 
Government of Canada,  in  the strongest poss ible terms, that the exploration tax credit be 
increased from 25 per cent to 40 per cent for an addit i onal well t o  be drilled at the 
Amaul igak fi eld in order to enable employment to continue and to take a further i mportant step 
toward hydrocarbon self-suffi c i ency in Canada. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Your motion i s  in order. To the moti on. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, over the years the o il  and gas industry and peoples of the Arct i c  have 
struggled to meet a compromise to allow this industrial activity to proceed in  balance and respect 
to the environmental well-being of the Arct ic  lands and waters. 

We have all experi enced many debates on this i ssue and on its mer i ts w i th  a view to allow industry 
to operate in the more extreme conditi ons of the Arctic. The most wel 1-vo i ced argument put to 
everyone in  the Arcti c ,  has been that it is in the best interest of Canada to gai n sel f ­
suff ic i ency, l ong-term energy knowledge and benefi ts i n  developing t he Arctic into the mainstream 
of Canad ian soc iety. These arguments were well pl aced in  order to proceed in these developments. 
If this is the case, then, Mr. Speaker, can these same needs of Canada not be argued t o  sustain a 
f ield in  the Beaufort which has the potential to prove the volumes necessary for continued o i l  and 
gas act ivi ty in the Arct ic? 

Amauligak Field Important To Canaqa 

To date, Amauli gak is the b i g gest fi eld on Canada lands. Amaul i gak is the only fi eld in the 
Beaufort that has potential to be commercial. Essa and Dome have conceded that. The program that 
i s  contemplated at Amaul i gak will answer the cred i bility quest i on of the investment community 
concerning how much there i s  in the Beaufort reserves. Amaul i gak can provi de the key to any future 
development anywhere in the North because the drilling program, when complete, will be able to 
prove the necessary reserves that could provide for the argument to build a pipeline. 

Impacts Have Been Dealt W i th 

This government and the federal government went to great lengths in  attempt ing to deal w ith  impacts 
brought about by those increased activi t ies. The Arct i c  peoples also struggled with major 
quest i ons on what the real benefi ts were and I beli eve this ongoing debate on Arct i c  peoples' 
i ssues was resolved to some extent. A great deal was asked and that challenge was taken up by the 
Arct i c  peoples. However , we are now at a stage where we are facing a complete closure of all oil 
and gas industry activi ties 1n the North. 

It is understood that there are nat i onal and internati onal situati ons that continue to set the pace 
of what happens i n  our l iving cond i t i ons in the Arctic. But in  the same way, we do expect Canada 
to consider i n  what manner these cri t i cal situations are handled. Surely, as Canadians , some level 
of cons i derat i on should be g i ven to the soc ial impact of a total down-turn and what this woul d mean 
to the people and businesses who rely on contracts and wage employment provided by o il  and gas 
activit i es. This total down-turn would el im inate nearly 200 jobs and would reduce busi ness 
expenditures of  more than $20 m i l lion. 



- 1238 -

There are other major arguments that cou l d  be put forward such as the fact that the soc i al impacts 
of the commun i ty wou l d  create, in the Beaufort commun i t i e s  i n  part i c u l ar ,  the need for expendi tures 
to overcome these impact s .  I bel i eve ,  Mr . Speaker , that t o  immed i ately shut down ,  without 
cons ider ing  that perhaps Amau l i gak cou l d  prov i de a major source of revenue to Canada and to the  
Northwest Terr i tor i e s ,  wou l d  be  a severe and poor j udgment on  behalf of  Canad a  -- to do  everyth i ng 
al l at once.  We are not ask ing  the federal government to back down on a l l  i ts cutbacks, because we 
understand some of the fi nanc i al problem s ,  b ut to consi der that thi s f i e l d  has a poss i b i l ity to 
prove one of the l argest and b i ggest Canadi an reserves. Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker . 

---Appl ause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Mr. Butter s ,  as seconder. Mr.  Cur ley.  

HON . TAGAK CURLEY :  Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I would l i ke t o  ful l y  support the mot ion . I t h i nk i t  
i s  an appropr i ate t ime for a mot ion  to i ncrease exp lorat i on support i n  v i ew of the present wor l d  
market s i tuat i on of the o i l  i ndustry. Mr. Speaker, I t h i n k  i t  i s  al so i mportant that we at l east 
i nd i cate to the House that the government ,  the Executive Counci l ,  parti cu l ar l y  my co l l eague, Mr . 
Butter s ,  the Member for I nuv i k  and I ,  have been attempt i n g  to at l east get some i nd i cation from the 
federal government that they wi l l  treat the Beaufort Sea as a very important area of Canad a, not 
o n ly  as a reg iona l  project but a l so as a national  i nterest . The i ndustry i s  an i mportant part of 
the Canad i an i ndustry as a who l e .  

T h i s  part i cu l ar mot i on wou l d  be a wel come re l i ef i f  i t  were agreed t o .  But I th i nk i t  i s  al so 
important to note that t ax cred i ts alone are not enough at t h i s  t ime t o  stimul ate and i ncrease the 
project in that area,  because in order to pay tax you real l y  have to be mak i ng some profi t .  As a 
resu lt  of that ,  I wou l d  l i ke to i ndi cate to the House that i t  i s  g o i n g  to take more than a t ax 
cred i t  to st imu l ate that part of the o i l  and gas i ndustry i n  that area. 

Oi l Compan i e s  At Cr i t i cal  Stage I n  Dec i s ion  Mak i ng 

So Mr . Speaker ,  the Execut ive  Counc i l  and Members of the Assemb l y  had the opportun i ty to hear from 
a number of o i l  representatives dur i n g  t h i s  past week , i n  parti c u l ar from E s sa Resources . The 
Execut i ve  Counc i l  and some Members of the House � so had an opportun i ty to speak d i rectly with the 
G u l f  O i l  representat i ves yesterday. I t h i nk they are at the c r i t i c a l  stage now, in v iew  of the 
fact that they have a major f i nd in that part i cu l ar f i el d ,  part i cu l ar ly  /lmau l i gak . That f i e l d  i s  
very important and i f  product i on were to beg in  i n  the future , then the further test i ng and 
del i neation work sho u l d  be comp l eted . 

G u l f  O i l def i n ite ly  fee l s  i f  they were to shut down and st art ag ai n ,  i t  would  be more costly l ater 
to try to prove the reserves than at t h i s  t ime .  So they have at the moment been con su l t i ng w i t h  
t he  Execut i ve Counci l .  A s  wel l the ir  pres i dent wa s  i n  Ottawa yesterday to  see i f  there i s  any way 
that the federal government cou l d  put at l east some assi stance i nto the project. Their c ase i s  
important and I t h i n k  the House shou l d  be made aware of the fact that your support i s  important i n  
th i s regard, not only for i ncreas i ng the i ncenti ves for the tax rel i ef but to al l ow the federal 
government to cons ider i t s  d i scret ionary powers and the d i scretion that i t  has to grandfather or 
grandmother certai n prov i s i ons of the energy pol i cy in that regard. 

Federal Government Cou l d  Grandfather Certai n P I P  Programs 

I remember when Ms Carney appeared before the Be aufort i ndustry conference i n  I nuv i k  a year and 
one-ha l f  ago ,  she i n d i c ated that up to 1987 the o l d  energy pol i cy st i l l  appl i e s  i n  some cases and 
that there was some poss i b i l i ty  that the federal government wou ld  be able  to use i ts d i scretion to 
grandfather certain  P I P  programs and app l y  them to a part i cu l ar proj ect . In that regard I t h i nk 
that i s  one area the Executi ve Counc i l  w i l l  be mov i n g  i n  very qu i c k ly  to try to ensure t h at she 
does cons i der that option that she has . If she can get the federal cabinet ' s  support, I t h i nk she 
wou l d  be very happy to do so. 

My col l eague, Mr. Butters ,  and I had an oppportun ity to meet w i th her , and the Execut i ve Counc i l , 
al ong �,i t h  our Government Leader , has commun i cated d i rect l y  to the P r ime M i n i ster himse l f ,  urgi n g  
the federal government not on ly  to respond i n  terms of the tax cred its  and so on but al so t o  see i f  
they can  kel:!p that industry and exp lorat i on program a l i v e  and support spec i f i c  projects ,  such as 
the Gu lf  project . I n  that regard , my co l l eagu e ,  the M i n i ster of F i n ance , has communi cated w i th the 
federal M i n i ster of F i nance urg ing  him to do l i kewi se .  I am happy to report that I have had a 
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number of discussions with the federal Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources and she  i s  receptive 
to the fact that the Beaufort industry is important and is doing everything possible to convince 
her col leagues, including the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, to ensure that the oil 
industry in that area is not totally closed down. 

So Mr. Speaker, I think it is important to note that by the end of 1987 the P IP  program wil l have 
cost the federal government $7. 5 billion. The Amauligak discovery is the best that has occurred 
under the PIP program and, with a very sma 11 increase in the cost of this program th at wi 11 result 
from grandfathering, this additional drilling work will make a great difference to the benef i t  that 
it will have provided. So not only do I support the motion, but also indicate that the Executive 
Council will be urging the federal government to see if they can consider a special break for Gulf 
Canada. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the moti on, Mr. Patterson. 

Amaul igak Operation Extremely Impressive 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would l i ke to speak briefly in support of thi s  
motion. I had the pleasure of visiting the Amaul igak rig with the premier of Greenland recentl y 
and I must say i t  is an extremely impressive operation. The rig alone is worth some $250 mi 1 1  ion. 
It was designed in  Canada. It is the first of its type and on the leading edge of off-shore 
technol ogy. Premier Mostve l dt was visiting the oil industry in the West because it may be at some 
point they will be considering off-shore exploration in Greenland. And as an aside, I might point 
out that the premier was very impressed that while the rig was in fu 11 operation there were a 
number of seals swimming in some leads close on the right and, as wel 1, there were polar bears 
close at hand. I think he was impressed with that fact. I was impressed from seeing the rig that 
the company is a very en 1 i ghtened employer. I was impressed to see not only many northern men 
working on the rig but also a number of northern women working on the rig. I understand Gulf has a 
very good record as a corporate citizen in Beaufort communities. 

So Mr. Speaker, I believe that implementation of this motion, from my understanding and discussi ons 
I have had with Gulf officials, will likel y  make just enough difference to allow this important 
operation to continue and this could thereby be pivotal in allowing the oil industry to at l east 
continue a presence in the Beaufort while awaiting improvement in oil prices. I am pleased to 
speak in support of the motion. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. I have a problem, Mr. Butters. You were seconder of the 
motion and you were offered the opportunity to speak. You turned it down. You forfeited your 
right to debate when you did that. I understand that in this particular situation, you came in to 
second a motion because the original seconder was not here. I am prepared to put the question to 
the H ouse. Do I have unanimous consent to allow Mr. Butters to speak? Are there any nays? I do 
not hear any. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Thank you very much, honourable Members, for permitting me this opportunity. 
commend the Member for Nunakput for bringing this motion. It is an extremely important one and as 
Members will notice it requires this Assembly to recommend in the strongest possible terms to the 
federal government, to the Government of Canada. My colleague, the Minister for Economic 
Development and Tourism, has indicated that the Government of the Northwest Territories has not 
been idle in pursuing initiati ves to improve the situation in the Mackenzie Delta. The Minister 
and I did visit with the federal Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources in late April and as a 
result of that visit a letter was sent by our Leader to Mr. Mulroney on April 25th, part of which 
indicates to the Prime Minister, "We require your support to the implementation of federal fiscal 
incentives for industry. I realize the d i fficulti es you and your Ministers face in reducing the 
federal defi cit. I suggest · to you, however, that fiscal incentives for further exploration and the 
prudent economic choice in the long term, moreover the Canadian goal of reasonable self­
sufficiency, is best served in this way." 

Tax Credit Of 25 Per Cent Not Enough 

Likewise, as my c olleague ment i oned, I did approach the Minister of Finance and i ndicated to h im  
that the 25 per cent tax credit introduced on  October 30th, 1985 applying to  exploration expenses 
over five million do llars per well is a very welcome program but it is far from replacing the 
petroleum incentive program payments which could be up to 80 per cent of exploration costs. 
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Petrol eum i ncentive pl an payments  coul d be made to compan i e s  wh ich  do  not have any tax payable but 
on ly  40 per cent of the expl orat i on t ax cred i t  or 10 per cent of expenses i s  refundable  to 
compan i e s  w i th  no i ncome tax . Th i s  i s  the po i nt that the mover i s  under l i n i ng and stres s i ng ,  that 
what has been put in pl ace does not apply in the northern remote s i tuat ion . 

Al so the l oss of a 10 per cent i nvestment tax cred i t  i n  t he  North wi l l  hurt our economy. Th is ,  I 
have adv i sed the federal M i n i ster that I f i nd i t  d i ff icu l t to comprehend , i n  v i ew of the f act that 
the At l ant ic  prov i nces sti l l  reta in  a 20 per cent tax cred i t .  I wi l l  be speak i n g  w ith  the M i n i ster 
tomorrow i n  Victor i a  and stress i ng  w ith  h im  the  need to re-exam i ne  the s i tuation and make changes 
if he can see h i s  way c l ear to do  that . I d i d  l eave a request with him l ate i n  Apr i l ,  that he and 
h i s  f i nance off i c i a l s  l ook at the Amaul i g ak f i el d  for rec e i v i n g  spec i f i c  and speci al s i te-spec i f i c  
consi derat i on .  At that t ime , I j u st i f i ed that act ion  on the part of the Canadi an government by 
i nd i cat ing  that such si te-spec i f i c  assi stance woul d commu n i c ate to Canad i ans that the Government of 
Canada w i l  1 not al l ow i tsel f and i ts peopl e to be he ld  for ransom to o i l  pr ices  determi ned by Arab 
she i k s  i n  1995.  

The Rt.  Hon . John Di efenbaker ' s  Northern V i s i o n  

I a l so po i nted out at that t ime that such an exami n at ion  and i ncent i ve woul d  move to devel op a 
major i n dustry forecast by the Rt. Hon . John D i efenbaker 25 years ago when he spoke of h i s  northern 
v i s i o n .  The Amaul i gak f i e l d  i s  the l argest petrol eum s i ng l e  wel l f i nd made in Canad a to dat e .  
After a j o i nt i nvestment of some $3 . 5  b i l l i on by both i ndustry and government it w i l l  b e  d i ff icu l t ,  
I suggest,  t o  rat ional i ze l eav i ng  that petrol eum fi nd unde l i neated and undeve l oped . 

Al so ,  I po i nted out ag ai n to the M i n i ster of F i n ance that the NWT i s  cons idered to be Canad a  l ands  
and  the m i n eral s and petrol eum products therein  and  thereunder bel ong to Canada and al l Canad i an s .  
I i n d i c ated that Canada owns one th i rd o f  the Norman Wel l s  fi e l d  wh i c h  I wou l d  e st imate to be 
approx imately 110 b i l l  i on barrel s of recover ab l e  product for Canada and at the present t ime the 
rate of pumpi ng that product from Norman Wel 1 s to Edmonton is some $10 a barrel , so th at i f  we 
cou l d  see the  Amaul i gak f i e l d  devel oped and a pi pe l i ne extended to t he Macken ize  Del ta ,  to not onl y 
tap the fuel i n  t hat f i el d ,  but al so i nto the areas that have been devel oped by She l l  and by Essa , 
by Dome, and by the other compan i es ,  we cou l d  ensure a muc h greater product f l ow from the Northwest 
Terr i tories to southern Canad a .  

The l ast argument I made to Mr . Wi l son was that i t  strengthens and reconfi rms Canad i a n  sovereig nty 
in the Arct ic  waters in an area recent ly  a focal point of much i nternat ional attent i on . I am 
pl eased t o  have an opportun ity to support th i s  mot ion  and l ook forward to i t s  unanimous approval . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Mi n i ste r .  To the mot i o n .  Mr . Bal l antyne . 

HON . MI CHAEL BALLANTYNE : Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I ,  too , v ery strong l y  support the mot ion  and I 
t h i n k  the  general consensus i s  that if  we do not do somet h i n g  now, we w i l l  l o se momentum and i t  may 
be years before oi l and gas act i v i ty in the Beaufort ever p i cks  up ag ai n .  I th i nk we recog n i ze 
t h at and somehow i t  has been l ost,  I t h i nk because of the wor l d  pr i ces of  o i l  and gas , that the 
Amau l i gak f i el d is potent i al l y the l argest offshore d i scovery ever devel oped anywhere . 

We are tal k i ng about over a b i l l  i on barrel s of oi l .  It has  the potent i al to be a much l arger f i nd 
than the offshore o i l  i n  the Mar i t i mes and i t  has the potenti al to be at l east compet i t i ve as far 
as br i ng i ng i t  out to market . Another factor that I t h i n k  shou ld  be cons i d ered i s ,  because 
u l t imately governments are going to be mak i ng choi ces of what areas of o i l  and gas in the country 
wi l l  be devel oped , whether i t  is tar s and s ,  whether it i s  offshore, whether i t  i s  Arct i c  o i l  and 
gas ,  t hat the corporate partners i nvol ved i n  t h i s  part i c u l ar f i e l d  are 84 per cent Canadi an and 
that is compared w ith  o n ly  50 per cent Canad i an p art i c i pation  in the offshore o i l  f i e l d s  off the 
Mari t imes . 

Arct ic  Sovere ignty Demonstrated I n  O i l  Devel opment 

I t h i nk Mr.  Butters mentioned the importance of Arct ic  sovereignty. It i s  somet h i ng that has been 
i n  t he nows of l ate and the federal government i s  very concerned with  i t .  I t  has � ways been our 
pos i t i on as a government that the best way to demonstrate sovereignty i n  the Arct i c  i s  the use of 
the l and and water by peopl e i n  the Nort h .  I t h i nk that o i l  and gas act i v i ty i n  the Beaufort is an 
exce l l ent way to demonstrate that t h i s  i s  i ndeed Canad i an terr i tory, that compan ies  operat i ng, the 
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companies that we are talking about in this oil field, are Canadian companies. The people employed 
in this activity are northerners. I think we have a very, very strong case to be made , if the 
federal government is indeed as serious about sovereignty in the Northwest Territories as they 
appear to be. 

I think another factor is that this particular oi 1 fie ld  now needs three additional wel ls to 
confirm the magnitude of the find. It wil l take another year, whether it is witn tax credits or 
with a grandfathering of the PIP policy. I think people should recognize that even if after the 
end of the year the oil and gas prices are stil l depressed, and in a year from now it is necessary 
for Gulf and its partners to l eave the Arctic, it means then they will have comparative information 
about this oil fiel d, as is now available about offshore oil and gas or offshore oil off the 
Maritimes. So, it will make it much easier to make a strong case that when activity takes place 
again, our particular oil and gas will have at least as equal an opportunity as Maritime oil and 
gas to be considered. 

Another factor I am not sure that Members are aware of is that the federal government has, in fact, 
provided more incentives through the Atlantic Accord and the Maritimes have provided incentives to 
western oil and gas and this is one area that has not really been dealt with. I think that we have 
an opportunity here now to ensure, first of all a short-term extension of activity in the Del ta 
with which it wil l  be possible to minimize the impact of a down-tum, but more importantl y to 
guarantee the 1 ong-term potential of the area. We, as a government ,  have talked about the future 
potential of an oil and gas accord with the federal government. I think if we do not do something 
now there is no point in even discussing it because it is going to be another decade before we can 
deal with it. So, I strongly support this motion and I urge every Member in this House to do 
l ikewise. Thank you . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. To the motion. Mr . Appaqaq. 

Concern For Wildlife 

MR. APPAQAQ: ( Translation )  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just wanted to talk about this motion. It 
does not seem like we are considering wil dlife. These oil rigs might be dangerous to wil dlife and 
to the l and. It seems to me hearing everybody talk about it you say that it is $18 to $20 a barrel 
for oil and when we go out hunting for food, it is very expensive to buy some gas to go hunting 
with. When we buy this gas, it is very expensive and it does not last very long, just for a few 
days. Because the gas and oil are very expensive, it is hard to keep money. We hear that the oil 
and gas price is very low but when the taxes are increased I am wondering if the price of gas will 
rise when we have to buy it. Will the plane fares increase? I do not think I wil l support this 
motion. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Appaqaq . To the motion . Mr. Gargan . 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have no difficulty with the motion but perhaps I could 
express some concern I have with regard to the "now therefore I move". The motion indicates that 
as to hydrocarbons, Canada should be sel f-sufficient but we are addressing one rig in a particu l ar 
oil field. However, in the Mackenzie Valley, for example , there are expl oration activities that 
were going on that have now stopped because of the low oi 1 prices. There was also exploration I 
believe going on in the Hudson Bay area, which also has stopped because of l ow oi 1 prices. I am 
just wondering whether the mover of the motion is just specificall y identifying one oil rig and 
asking us to support that or are we looking at expl oration incentives and giving a l l  the oil 
companies in the Valley the tax breaks that are required to carry on further expl oration? This is 
where I have some concern because if we are only identifying one oil rig in a particular area I 
find it difficult to support it because I believe that the economy in the North is at a standstill 
right now because of not only the low prices in oil but a l so the high cost of exploration. A l ot 
of these companies do need tax breaks in order to carry on their work. That is the only concern I 
have, Mr. Speaker, and I thought I would address it at this time. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Gargan. To the motion. Mr. Angottitauruq. 
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Ent ire  Northwest Territor i e s  Shou l d  Benef i t  

MR . ANG0TT ITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I wou l d  j ust l i ke to point  out where I wi l l  be 
stand i n g  rel at ive to t h i s  mot i o n ,  unl ess  it i s  c l ar i f i ed to me,  bec ause I have the s ame fee l ing  as 
Mr . Gargan . If it was to tal k about the whole exp l or at i o n  of the Northwest Terr i tories  to he l p  
them out,  yes ,  I wou l d  support i t .  But i f  i t  i s  on ly  one , just that parti c u l ar one,  Amau l i gak, I 
wou l d  not v ote for i t ,  unl ess  i t  i s  c l ar i f i ed that i t  i s  for the ben efit of the whol e Northwest 
Ter r i t o r i e s .  I guess there i s  a fee l i n g  that i t  i s  g o i ng t o  benef i t  the who l e  Northwest 
Terr i to r i e s .  A l s o ,  I h av e  some concern about Mr . Appaqaq ' s  speech t o  the moti o n .  I c an only say 
that the i ntent of the mot i on i s  j u st to h e l p  that part i c u l ar o i l  r i g  so therefore I wo u l d  j ust go 
al ong with  the ones that are opposing  the mot i o n .  Thank yo u .  

MR . SPEAKE R :  To the mot i o n .  Mr . Pu d l u k .  

MR . PUDLUK : ( Tr an s l at ion)  Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I h ad t h e  s ame concern about thi s mot i on as the 
ot her Members. In  my constituency, Panarc t i c  have to stop their operation for a whi l e  because of 
l ac k  of funding  and i f  Panarc t i c  was i nv o l ved i n  this or i ncl uded in t h i s  motion I wou l d  support 
th i s mot i on but they are tal k i ng about just one company which is Amau l i gak .  So, I do not know 
whether I coul d support t h i s  mot i o n  or not . Thank yo u .  

MR.  SPEAK E R :  Th ank you ,  Mr . Pudl u k .  To the moti o n .  That appears to co nclude those that w i sh to 
speak . Wou l d  you l i ke to c l ose the debate, Ms Cournoyea? 

MS C0URN0YEA: Mr. Speaker, I wou l d  1 i ke to say that the mot i on re 1 ates to the 25 to 40 per cent 
for an add i t i o n al wel l and rather than amend the moti on I wou l d  l i ke to say that it does not take 
away the cons iderat i on where there could  be an exten s i on to the P I P  grant for another year. So, I 
hope that through th i s  mot i o n ,  wh i ch I hope wi l l  pass , the government i n  i t s  attempt to deal w i t h  
the federal government wou l d  al so l oo k  at the opti on of extend i ng the P I P  program for thi s 
part i c u l ar f i e l d  for another year . 

Mr.  Speaker, we are aware that there are mi l l i ons of do l l ars of oi l i ncenti ves  that have been 
provi ded to Al berta, Sas katchewan and Newfound l and to l es sen the i mpact of fa l l en wor l d  o i l  pr i ces . 
Whi l e  these i ncent ives  have been g i ven to these prov i nc e s ,  none has  been granted to the Northwest 
Terr i tori e s  or the North in general . 

Wi l d l i fe Concerns Di scussed 

To answer a couple o f  concerns about i ssues of w i l d l i fe .  I be l i eve that when I was speak i ng 
ori g i n al l y  that I s a i d  these th ings  were considered . The env i ronmental assessment was made some 
t ime ago and there i s  a reg ime under the f i nal  agreement of the I n uv i al u i t  whereby i f  anyt h i n g  
shoul d h appen there are compensati o.n measures that c an be enforced · at t h at time . For Members who 
are not aware of the Amaul i g ak f i e l d ,  i t  is  a lready there.  It  is  bu i l t  and i t  has been operat i ng 
for some time.  So , i t  has been consi dered and peop l e  have made the i r  normal submi s s i ons  to a p an e l  
who d i scussed whether t h at f i e l d  sho u l d  g o  ahead .  Now, i f  i t  should go i nto production there w i l l  
be another set o f  hear i ng s  on what c an happe n .  Th i s  project here i s  to dri l l  two to three more 
wel l s  exac t l y  in the same l ocation on the s ame formation  t h at i s  a lready establ i shed.  So, we are 
not excl ud i ng the fact that there has been cons i derat i on for wi l d l i fe .  However , as I stated 
before, these are very serious questi ons that are handl ed every d ay by the peo p l e  who are very 
concerned that the l ong-term benef i t s  of the renewab l e  resources are kept in a healthy state . I 
wou l d  not support any type of i ndustr i al acti v i ty unl ess  these con s i derations have been made and up  
to thi s  po i nt they h ave been made . 

Amaul igak Has Greatest Potent i al For I nvestors 

Now, the reason why we are tal k i ng about that one fi e l d  and not oth€r fi e l d s  i s  because thi s i s  the 
o n l y  f i e l d  i n  the North t h at c an prove enough to encourage i nterest i n  the Arc t i c .  E s so Resourc e s ,  
Dome Petrol eum and She l l  h a v e  al l conceded that they d o  h av e  some reserv e s ,  and so  h a s  Panarcti c ,  
but not enough t o  promote any excitement from people who p u t  money i nto these k i nds of i nvestmen t s .  
Th i s  i s  the only  f i e l d  that has the poss i b i l i ty o f  procee d i ng and prov i d i ng the resul ts that peop l e  
wi l l  want t o  put more money i n to deve l o p i n g .  There i s  not any other f i e l d  i n  the H i gh Arcti c t h at 
has  the s ame poten t i a l . There i s  not any other on l an d  i n  the Beaufort commun i t i e s  that has the 
s ame potent i a l  . 
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Th i s  week as wel l  as over the l ast year there have been briefi ngs from Essa on these same i s sues 
and i t  is  the o p i n i on of E s sa and the other compan i e s  that they cannot t hemse l v e s  go ahead and say 
they have enough to prove that money can beg i n  to f l ow to support thei r acti v i t i es or conti nue 
act i v i t i es in the Arct i c .  Amaul igak  i s  the o n l y  f i e l d  that has that poss i b i l i ty. 

Chai n Reac t i on Wi l l  Be Created 

The Government of Canada i s  not propo s i ng to open up al l i ncent i v es in the Macken z i e  Val l ey 
commu n i t i es nor i n  the H i g h  Arct i c  but i f  Amau l i g ak i s  al l owed to get the i ncen t i v e s  and they fi nd 
t he reserves t h at are necessary to create the exc i temen t ,  t h at chain  react i o n  then c an proc e ed to 
the other l esser f i el d s  wi t h i n  the Macken z i e  Val l ey and the De l ta and other p l aces ,  b ut r i g ht now 
we have a very c r i t i c al cond i t i on where the Government of Canada s ays there i s  not a f i e l d  or the 
exc i tement or the f i nanc i al s i tuat ion  where they are wi l l i ng t o  support or extend any i n cent i v e s  to 
cont i n ue the expl orat i on in t he Arct i c .  The compan i e s  are sayi n g  the o i l  prices are not h i gh 
enough to support their  cont i nued acti v i t y .  

So ,  rather t h a n  havi ng us  make an al l -round mot i o n  w h i c h  we know the government i s  g o i ng to 
quest i o n ,  we feel  and I fee l that t h i s  i s  one f i e l d  t h at , i t  i s  stated by the compan i e s ,  can 
prov i d e  the v o l umes that wi 1 1  create i nterest and wi 1 1  then  extend t h at i nterest to other f i el d s  
t hat t o  t h i s  date have not got i t .  So , the reason I want your support i s  not j u  st for Arnau l i g ak 
because i t  i s  there . The env i ronmental argument s  have taken pl ace but i t  i s  there and i t  has  got 
the potent i a l  to do somet h i ng for the Arct i c  t h at wi l l  con t i n ue the exc i t ement on down the l i ne 
where there are l esser f i e l d s .  

S o ,  I am not ask ing  for someth i ng i n  t h i s  mot i on j ust  for one f i el d .  It  i s  t o  put somet h i ng i n  
p l ace t h at wi l l  create the c h a i n  reaction but i n  n o  part o f  t h e  mot i on wou l d  we ever consi der,  when 
we are con s i d er i ng further f i e l ds or the extention  and the dev e l opment stage of Amaul i g ak ,  t h at 
those envi ronmental and w i l d l i fe i ssues are not go ing  to be reso l v ed beforehand. Th i s  i s  here now . 
I t  has  that potenti al  i f  i t  goes for another year and i t  i s  shown that i t  creates the chai n 
react i o n  that i s  requi red. Thank you, Mr .  Speaker . 

---Appl ause 

Mot ion  34-86 ( 1 ) ,  Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. That completes the debate on Motion 34-86 ( 1 ) .  Al l those i n  
favour of the motion ,  pl ease raise  your hand . Opposed , if  any? Abstenti ons? The mot i on i s  
carr i e d .  

---Carri ed 

We are st i l l  on I t em 1 2 ,  mot i o n s .  Mot i o n  36-86 ( 1 ) ,  Assi stance to M i n i ng ,  O i l  and Gas Expl orat ion 
Compan i e s .  Mr . Butters . 

Motion 36-86 ( 1 ) :  Assi stance To M i n i n g ,  Oi l And Gas Explorati on Compan i e s  

HON.  TOM BUTTERS : Mr . Speake r :  

WHEREAS resi dents o f  the Northwest Terr i tori-es are rel i an t  upon the emp l oyment and economic 
stabi l i ty deri ved from mi n i ng and hydrocarbon acti v i t y  in the Northwest Terr i t or i e s ;  

A N D  WHEREAS, the current wor l d  o i l  and metals  pr i ces have ser i ou s l y  curt a i l ed petrol eum and 
m i n i ng act i v i ty in the NWT ; 

AND WHEREAS, explorat i on compan i e s  have requested federal tax conces s i ons which  wo u l d  a l l ow a 
conti nued program o f  o i l and gas expl oration i n  the NWT , thereby ensuring  a sustai ned l evel of 
empl oyment and econom i c  v i ab i l i ty for the Northwest Terr i tor i e s ;  

AND WHEREAS some NWT m i n i ng operations are i n  d i ff i c u l ty d ue to the l ow prices and reduced 
wor l d  demand for our miner a l s ;  
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NOW THEREFOR E ,  I move ,  seconded by the honourab l e  Member for P i ne Po i n t ,  that the Leg i s l at ive 
Assemb l y  request the  Execut i ve Counc i l  to  urge the  federal government to  g i ve every 
cons i derat ion  to prov i d ing  taxat i on rel ief  and reasonab l e  fi nanc i al support to oi l and gas 
compan i e s  exp l o r i n g  and del i ne at i ng major petroleum reservoi rs in the  Northwest Terr i tori e s  
and to consi der prov i d i ng s i te-spec i f i c  assi stance t o  NWT m i n i ng operati ons temporar i l y  
exper i enc i n g  product ion  d i ff i c u l t i e s .  

MR . SPEAKER : There i s  a parti al over l ap i n  your " now therefore" c l ause . However, i n asmuch as i t  
i s  fai r l y  broad I wi l l  a l l ow the mot i on and s ay that the mot i on i s  i n  order . Proceed, Mr . Butters .  

HON . TOM BUTTERS : Yes ,  i t  was drafted w i th  that idea i n  m i nd s i nce the mot ion  i s  d i rected to t he  
Executi ve  Counc i l  of  the  Northwest Terr i tories .  

I wi l l  al l ow or  request my seconder to speak to the si tuat i on as i t  appl i e s  to the m i n i ng i ndustry 
and I wi l l  h ave  very l i t t l e  further to say with regard to the o i l  and gas i ndustry, with the one 
except i on that the mot i on i nd i cates i ncenti ves to o i l  and gas compan i es who are expl or i ng and 
del i neat i ng major petro l eum reservo irs .  Th i s  was purpose l y  worded to take into cons i der at i on the 
concern expressed by the honourab l e  Member for High Arct i c .  The other major reservoir obv i ously i s  
the natural gas reserv o i r  that i s  b e i ng expl ored and de l i neated by Panarcti c .  Thank you .  

M R .  SPEAKER: Thank you ,  Mr . Butters .  Mr . Mclaugh l i n .  

HON . BRUCE McLAUGHL I N :  Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I am g l ad to be ab l e  to support th i s moti on as the 
seconder. I am i nterested primar i ly for my own consti t uency in the m i n i n g  s i de of i t ,  though as a 
M i n i ster i n  the g overnment I real i ze the effects of the downturn i n  the Mackenz i e  Val l ey and i n  the  
Mackenz ie  Delta areas in  the  o i l and gas  i ndustry and  the fact that peop le  are al ready running  out 
of the i r  UIC and com i ng  to our department for soc i al assi s t ance .  I n  part i cu l ar ,  the area I am most 
i nterested i n  i s  the m i n i ng i ndustry. 

M i n i ng I ndustry Brought Great Improvements To North 

The m i n i ng i ndustry up here empl oys approximately 20 per cent of people that have jobs in the 
Northwest Terr itor ies . I t h i n k  i t  i s  something l i ke 70 per cent of the j ob s  out s i de of governmen t ,  
where peop l e  are permanent resi dents of the Terr itor i e s .  T he mi n i n g  i ndustry h as developed 
commun i t i es ,  or i g i nal l y  l i ke Yel l owkn i fe and P i ne Point ,  where there are ful l mun i c i pal  structures 
and l ong-term res i dents , dat i ng back to the 1930s in some of these commun i t i es .  Because they are 
permanent res idents of the Northwest Terr i tor i e s ,  they pay the i r  personal i ncome tax up here. Pi ne 
Poi nt M i nes pays i t s  corporate taxes up here and th i s i s  a s i g n i f i cant amount of money t hat i s  
taken i n  every year and actual l y  far outwei ghs ,�h at i s  actual l y  spent by the two l eve l s of 
government i n  my commun i ty ,  for examp l e .  P i ne Po i nt contr i butes· t o  the general operat i on o f  the  
government through taxes .  I n  add i t i on ,  m i n i ng compan i e s  have a hi story of contr i but i ng to the  
deve lopment of  i nfrastructure i n  areas wh i ch serve everybody. The  mi n i n g  acti v i t i es in  the  1930s, 
1940s and 1950s in the Yel l owkni fe area contr i buted to some of the p i oneer av i at i on of bush pi l ot s  
i n  the Nort h .  They contr i buted t o  the deve lopment of the o r i g i nal road bu i l t from Grimshaw u p  t o  
Hay Ri ver. Eventua l l y  P i ne Po int  Mi nes contri buted di rect ly  to the producti on route by rai l ,  so 
the ra i l  l i ne was bu i lt  from Grimshaw i nto the Northwest Terr i tories  and the cheap cost of rai l has  
served we l l  al l resi dents of the  Northwest Terr i tor ies  i n  the transportati on of goods , th i s  
government be i ng  one of the l arger customers on rai l and b arge for construct i on project s .  

As wel l ,  we have seen i n  the Delta area how m i n i ng expl orat i on and the i r  needs have improved 
commerc i al air carr i er serv i ces i nto commun i t i es .  Now, w ith  some of the s i tuat i ons we have i n  
mi n i ng ,  especi al l y  i n  the base meta l  i ndustry, there i s  not a l arge demand for these products 
current l y  and wor l d  prices  have dropped cons i derab l y  cau s i ng some mines to be in d i ff i c u l ty ,  
i nc l u d i ng Tungsten as we l l  as my own consti tuency. We are not ask i ng  for major subsi d ies  for the 
i ndustry. What we are aski ng for primar i "l y  on behalf of the m i n i ng i ndustry is for government to 
l ook at exi s t i n g  programs they hav e ,  to deve l op these mi nes . Whi l e  the mi nes were productive and 
the metal p r i ces were h i gh and there was the need for met al s  in the wor l d ,  there was a l arge amount 
of taxes taken by governmen t ,  so what we are ask i ng  for i s ,  when t imes are tough i n  some of these 
commun i t i e s ,  that the government l ook at some of its ex i st i ng UIC programs, etc . ,  i n  order to hel p  
out and fac i l i tate the wage payment at these mi nes . 
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High NCPC Prof i t  At Expense Of P i ne Po int  Mi nes 

In add i t ion  to that, as I s a i d  ear l i er ,  some of the i nfrastructure was put i n  pl ace as a res u l t  of 
P i ne P o i nt M i ne s ,  an exampl e  be i ng NCPC which prov i des cheap power to Fort Resolution  and Fort 
Sm ith  as we l l  as P i ne Poi nt . But what has happened over the years i s  that the power corporat i on 
has l ooked at t h i s  as a l arge source of revenue, s o ,  i n stead of tak ing  the usual two or three per 
cent pro f i t  that most hydro compan i e s  make i n  the South , they are tak i ng i n  the area of 20 to 25  
per cent prof i t  and i n  actua l  fact they are now a major contri butor to  extraordi n ary co;ts for  the 
m i n e .  Eventual l y ,  i f  the m i ne shuts down , NCPC wi l l  l ose al l of that revenue and i t  w i l l  h av e  to 
be made u p  e l s ewhere i n  the Terr i tories .  So , one t h i n g  th i s  government sho u l d  attempt to d o  i s  ask 
the federal M i n i ster respons i b l e  for NCPC to regroup the structure of power rates i n  the Northwest 
Terri tor ies  so that the power company does not pro v i de e l ectr i c ity as a soc i a l  serv i ce but t h at the 
government d i rect ly  prov i des it as a soc i al serv i ce .  In that way you wi l l  be ab l e  to have the m i ne  
conti nue and at the same t ime have the rates i n  t he  Northwest Terr i tories ,  whi ch are h i g h ,  
subsi d i zed d i rect ly  by the government rather than by a crown corporat i on .  I f  they cont i nu e  al ong 
the path they are go i n g  and i f  P i ne Po i nt  Mines has to shut down part i al l y  because of these h i g her 
charges, then the government wi l l  be faced w i th  that d i ff i c u l ty anyway. 

M i ne Workers Have Become Permanent Resi dents 

As wel l ,  i n  my consti tuency there are l ot of former resi dents of Hay Ri ver , Fort Sm i t h  and Fort 
Resol ut i o n ,  primar i l y  nat i ve peop l e  who were attracted to work there, who see th i s  area as t he i r  
f i nal res i dence and do not want to l eave P i n e  Po i n t .  They cannot go  back to the i r  own co1M1un i t i es 
where they or i g i n al l y  c ame from because there i s  a l ack of hou s i n g  there for them. They are now 
l i v i ng i n  some of the Hous ing  Corporat i on ' s  hou s i ng wh i ch  i s  good three-bedroom hous i ng w i t h  b ath 
and a h a l f ,  and basements and these peop le  have approached me to see whether this  hous i ng coul d be 
made avai l ab l e  to them as pub l i c  hou s i ng ,  shou l d  the mine cl ose.  So , Members shou l d  real i ze that 
these mi n i ng compan i es have i n vested and the government has al so i n vested money in the permanent 
i nfrastructures in some of these commun i t i es and I shou l d  po int  out to Members that even a m i n e  
that i s  i so l ated a s  a commun ity ,  l i k e  Uran i um C ity  i n  northern Saskatchewan, whi ch sti l l  e x i s t s .  
Peop l e  l i ve there for t he  l ong term just l i ke they have in  P i ne Po i nt  and when the m i n e  c l osed down 
they d i d  not l eave.  Through i n format i on  I received from Gary Lane, t he M i n i ster of F i n ance for the 
Prov i nce of Saskatchewan , the three l eve l s  of government there or bas i c al l y  the two l eve l s of 
government , the federal and prov i nc i al governments , spend $ 1 . 9  mi l l i on annual l y  con t i nu i ng to 
ma inta in  that commun i ty ,  even though it has on ly  300-odd resi dents now . Peop l e  shou l d  l ook at the 
contr i but i ons t h at mi n i ng compan i e s  make through their  empl oyees an d the ir  taxes and the amount of 
taxes co l l ected i n  those years . Government sho u l d  reco l l ect,  primar i ly the federal governmen t ,  
that that revenue goes t o  them i n  the good t i mes s o  they should b e  prepared to g i ve some o f  i t  back 
through the i r  programs in poor t imes . Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . 

---App l ause  

MR.  SPEAK ER :  Thank you ,  Mr . Mi n i ster . To  the  mot i o n .  Mr . McCal l um .  

MR.  McCALLUM :  Thank you , Mr . Speaker . I want to i nd i c ate at the outset that I obv i ou s ly  approve 
of t h i s  part i c u l ar mot i on and most assuredly with the resol uti on because it i s  one of the f i rst 
t i mes that I can remember we have two M i n i sters ask i ng 15 ord i n ary MLAs to get the Execut i v e  
Counc i l  to do someth i n g .  

MR.  R ICHAR D :  Hear , hear ! Good precedent . 

MR. McCALLUM: I am real l y  exc i ted about the opportun ity now to have the two M i n i sters and 
therefore the Execut ive  Counc i l recog n i ze that there i s  strength in numbers and when you get 
everybody on  s i d e ,  t h i n g s  cou l d  get done . I espec i a l ly  again am real l y  happy about the i dea that 
maybe you are f i n a l l y  recog n i z i ng that there i s  some wi sdom on th i s  s i d e .  

H O N .  GORDON WRAY : Let ' s  not go too far .  

MR . McCALLUM: And I . . .  

MR.  MacQUARRI E :  Bound to recogn i ze i t .  

M R .  McCALLUM: Wel l ,  we cou l d  s ay ,  "No " ,  to thi s .  Do not g e t  exc i ted, I wi l l  get to i t .  He wi l l  
ru le  me out o f  order, not you . I agree that there has to be someth i ng done i n  terms . . .  
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MR. RICHARD: He probably will, too . 

MR . McCALLUM: . . . of mak i ng sure that something goes on and I would not want the Executive Counc i l  
to  take a callous attitude about a town that is experi enc i ng difficult ies with keeping people at 
work who are being put out of work like that because I think these people have made a contributi on, 
these people i n  these communities ,  i n  the mining towns, and I think it is only ri ght that somethi ng 
i s  done to ensure and to  maintain the v iability of these communities . . .  

MR . MacQUARR IE : Hear, hear ! 

MR. McCALLUM: . . .  so that something worth while can come to the government . I would whole­
heartedly support the mot i on moved by the two Mi nisters of the government to get this Executive 
Council to take a real hard look and urge the federal government to do something for all peoples in 
the Northwest Terri tori es, not just with the mining but with hydrocarbon and maybe as a result of 
that the Executive Council could do something about the rest of us, too. 

-- -Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. Mr. Curley. 

World Market A Problem For M ining Industry 

H ON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I am very pleased to indicate to the mover of the 
motion that I w ill be glad to receive the recommendat i on to communicate this particular motion to  
the Government of Canada. I think it is about time that we, the Executive Council, and Members of  
the Assembly express our concern with respect to the lack of support the mining industry and the 
oil and gas have had in recent years. Although there have been some examples created by our 
friends from Yukon and other areas, I think the Northwest Territories has experienced a lot more 
difficulty i n  that it has no alternati ve means of transportation in some remote parts and in many 
cases, obvi ously, we are affected by the world market s i tuat i on which we, as a government, have no 
control over. I think that is one unfortunate reason parti cularly for lead and zinc mines in the 
Northwest Territori es. Not only is Pine Point in a critical stage but Polari s, I believe, is about 
to close down for a few months this summer and Cominco has already closed down their main, major 
m i ne in Greenland and there i s  some evidence of di fficulties in Alaska. So the world market is one 
that I th ink is putting a tremendous burden on the m in ing industry. In that regard I think the 
time has arrived that we at least express to the federal government that world market problems are 
not our problem alone i n  the Northwest Terr i tories but we need support for the industry. 

It could be in a number of ways. We have recommended to  the federal government that they consider 
putting i n  subagreements for EDA for mineral development in the.  Northwest Territories. Yukon, I 
believe, has taken advantage of that kind of program . Even though it is small -- I think we have 
put in our request for five mi llion dollars in that area that would give some form of support to 
the mining industry. 

Feqeral Government And Executive Council Have Not Agreed On Terms 

We have had representation from the P i ne Point Comi nco representative and the Executive Council did 
consi der their original proposal. Unfortunately, the federal government and our Executive Council 
were not able to agree to the terms that were presented t o  us but we have asked them to go back to 
their drawing boards to  see if they would be prepared to bring for<Ward more acceptable proposals to 
us . But, I think that it is i mportant to note here also that the mining industry, particularly in 
lead and zinc , could be experiencing further difficulties if the pract i ce of  bailing out certain 
mines continues with the federal government. W i th respec t  to the report here that I have in The 
Globe and Mail, Friday, June 13th, i t  says that lead and z i nc could be next on the United States 
hit list and it went on -- I w ill just read a portion of it : "Canada's multi-million dollar lead 
and zinc could be the next resource industry hit with tough protect ionist trade measures from the 
Uni ted States. United States' lead and zinc producers believe their Canadian competitors may be 
rece, v ,ng government subsidies and have sought i nformation through United States trade 
representatives through section 305 of the United States Trade Act . "  

So , Mr. Speaker, I would just like t o  inform the Members that, however much support w e  are 
receiving, we are i mplicating the world market in that regard and I think we should be more 
di ligent, part icularly our officials as well as the government, in our pursuit of the expansion of 
the business. 
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Concern For Panarcti c  As Well As  Beaufort 

Mr. Speaker, I think it i s  important to again indicate to my friends and Members of the Assemb l y, 
Eastern Arct i c  as well, that not only are we concerned with the Beaufort but Panarct i c  sent us a 
message the other day. In view of the d i fficulties caused by the downturn i n  world o il  pri ces they 
indicated to me in a telegram a report that Panarctic sees li ttle or no poss ib il ity of arran g i ng 
the funding of any well dr i ll i ng or o il  and gas fields development work for the next year. 
Accordingly he went on to say that the Panarctic board of di rectors at the meeting of June 5, 1986, 
took a business dec i s i on to reduce Panarctic's staff to a bare m i n imum to protect its  physi cal and 
corporate assets and maintain its  i ntegrity. Mr. Speaker, by the end of the summer, they beli eve, 
they m i ght only be able to afford to keep about 10 to 12 persons in  order to all ow the company to 
take care of i t s  assets. So we are not only concerned with the Beaufort but for the Panarct i c  area 
as well, that the federal government could come up with something. 

Jobs Of 200 Northerners At Stake 

Mr. Speaker, I th ink it i s  also important to i ndicate what the federal government has done i n  terms 
of providi ng incentives and support to the o i l  and gas i ndustry i n  Canada. We are talking about 
saving, roughly, the j obs of over 200 northerners with this k i nd of request, in the Beaufort area 
and the Panarctic area. We are talking about really t ry ing to keep that over $100 m i l l ion benefit 
accrued to the northern peop le  to keep this bus i ness alive so that not only people working in the 
o i l  and gas industry, Panarct i c  and Gulf Oil and Esso, can keep the ir  jobs, but also that 
bus inesses can cont i nue to survi ve. 

It i s  important that the federal government has provided for $36 m i l lion to ass i st i n  the 
continuation of engi neering and des i gn work for the Husky O i l  heavy o i l  upgrader project. That i s  
one incentive that the federal government has undertaken. It al so has undertaken a tax rel ief 
program worth $175 mill i on through raising the petroleun gas revenue tax exemption level. It has 
g i ven $35 milli on to Syncrude and Suncor through a zero PGRT to the end of this year. The federal 
government has a l so prov i ded a 75 per cent contr i bution to the $300 million offshore development 
fund g iven to Newfoundland under the Atlantic Accord. 

Mr. Speaker, no spec ial measures, however, have yet been taken by the federal government to ass i st 
i n  the conti nuati on of explorati on work i n  the North and I d i d  i ndi cate by the end of 1987 the 
petroleum incentive program wil l  have cost the federal government $7. 5 m ill i on. Mr. Speaker, I 
th ink our parti cular oi 1 and gas act iv ity deserves the support of the federal government and that 
the moti on i s  appropr iate. I w ill be attempting to continue negotiations. 

One poi nt that I would l ike to indi cate, too, Mr. Speaker, is that I thi nk we also have to get our 
house in  order i f  we are to see the expans ion and healthy development _of the oil and gas i ndustry 
and min ing i ndustry. We must have not only an energy accord settled w ith the federal government 
and thi s  government. I believe the energy accord would al low us to have control over the 
management of resources by the el ected people of the Northwest Terr i tories, not by the bureaucrats 
in Ottawa, and if we can get that energy accord -- the Mi nister of Energy i s  anxi ous to enter i nto 
negotiations but we do have di ffi culties w i th our native organizati ons. They believe that th i s  i s  
a part of the abori g i nal ri ghts negotiations. We have been attempting to resolve that because 
unless we agree to settl e  our di fferences and travel to Ottawa together and enter into an 
agreement, we w i l l  be faced with not hav i ng any control of our resources. We believe the resources 
are not only i mportant to the jobs but they are important to ensure that the revenues at least 
return to the North, not only to the federal government and the o il  companies, but return to the 
North to build better roads, better hospita l s ,  better schools and better infrastructures for 
commun it ies. That is what resource revenue sharing  i s  all about and I would hope that as we deal 
with thi s  we keep these thi ng s  in  mind because we cannot conti nue as, nor should we be, the 
creature of Ottawa forever. I support the resolution of that and see no reason, in  the event of 
d i visi on, that we woul d not f ind an appropriate means to transfer resources. 

Mr. Speaker, I thought it was important that I make these po ints. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. M in i ster. To the moti on. Mr. Wray. 
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Cullaton Lake Mine Closed 

HON. GOROON WRAY :  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I too will support the motion. I guess unknown to most 
people is the fact that this year Cull aton Lake mine in the Keewatin closed down because of high 
operating costs. While the economic benefits  to the region were not as great as we had hoped, 
there 1vas still employment for 30 to 35 men. This mine was shut down almost overnight and no 
alternative empl oyment was found for these people. 

We have to recognize that while there can be some development of a renewable resource economy and 
some development in the small business sector and some development through government intervention, 
the fact is that we need resource development in the Northwest Territories, particularly mining and 
oil and gas . The benefits that accrue to the North are much, much greater I think than most peop l e  
realize, particul arly in the spinoff industries, the airlines and taxis and hotels and the supply 
companies. 

Mining More Labour Intensive Than Oil And Gas Industry 

I actually wou l d  have gone a little further in the motion because I think that while oil and gas 
devel opment is fine, the fact is that mining is much more labour intensive and puts much more money 
directly into the economy than oil and gas . I would even like to see the federal government think 
about offering the same type of expl oration incentives to mining companies as they do to o il  and 
gas. I think that mining is probably much more beneficial overall than oil and gas. I know that 
they put over one million dol lars worth of wages into the Keewatin alone, just from that one mine. 
I h ave no probl em supporting this motion. I just hope that our friends in Ottawa listen to us. 
Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. To the motion. Mr . Bal lantyne. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. have a little difficulty speaking to this 
motion, as a Minister speaking to a motion that was moved by a Minister and seconded by a 
Minister ... 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: An MLA. 

HON. MICH.A.EL BALLANTYNE: . . . directed by a Minister •.. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Then sit down again. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Okay, just a little humour. I think, Mr. Speaker, that this particular 
motion demonstrates that the people of the Northwest Territories recognize the importance of mining 
and oil and gas as cornerstones of our economy and that if we are ever to develop a real economy in 
the Northwest Territories, these endeavours must be pursued. 

I think al so that native economic development organizations are recognizing more and more the 
opportunities in oil and gas and in mining and that it is important for us as a Legislative 
Assembly to demonstrate not only to the federal government but to the people of the Northwest 
Territories that we consider these industries critical t o  the future of the Northwest Territories. 
I fully support this motion. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, first of all I would like to recognize that some of the Members on this 
side have constituencies as well that they have to look after when they put the motion forward and 
when these motions are put forward I consider them as MLAs from that particular constituency, not 
as Ministers. 

I believe that issues such as this are very important and I wou l d  l ike to support this motion. 
Supporting that motion I do not believe is separate from our continuing support of the settlement 
of aboriginal claims in the Arctic and in the Mackenzie Valley. I believe those things can go hand 
in hand with that support. We all realize that people really do need employment and they need 
involvement but in these negotiations with the federal government I believe if we are committed to 
the reso l ution that opportunities h ave to exist in the North that that does not take away from the 
fact that we are in support of the settl ement of these aboriginal claims. Thank you. 
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MR . SPEAKER : Thank you ,  Ms Cournoyea. To the moti o n .  Mr . Pudl u k .  

MR . PUDLUK : ( Tr ans l at i o n )  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I wou l d  l i ke you to k now that I support th i s  
mot i o n .  I n  my area, i n  H igh  Arc t i c  there are many people  that are empl oyed by the gas and o i l  
compan i e s  and there are many j ob s  that are av ai l ab l e  from them .  I n  the past year ,  1986, there were 
many posi t i o n s  t h at were c l osed, in mi n i ng compan i e s  as we l l  as o i l and gas expl orati on . 

The m i n i ng company near our commun i t y  i s  g o i n g  to be c l osed down, Po l ar i s  M i ne i s  go i ng to be 
c l o sed down and they have several peop l e  that are empl oyed there as  we l l  as Inui t .  Not just peop l e  
from the H igh  Arct i c  ho ld  jobs i n  Po l ar i s ,  but from K i t i kmeot as we l l  and from other commun i t i e s ,  
from south and nort h .  They were of very great use to our reg i o n .  The m i n i ng comp an i e s  were 
provi d i ng money and economic benef i t s  to our reg i on .  For th i s  reason , if you are g o i n g  to approach 
the federal government to support these compan i e s ,  I support it whol e-hearted l y  and I j u st wanted 
to make sure that peopl e know that I support t h i s mot ion . Thank you .  

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Pud l u k .  To the mot i on .  T o  the mot i o n ,  Mr . Butters. 

HON.  TQ� BUTTERS : Just b r i ef l y, I had hoped t h at I wou l d  not have had to exp l a i n  t h at I was r 1 s 1 ng 
as the Member for I n uv i k  to make the moti o n .  I t h i n k  i f  my record i s  examined over t h e  l ast s i x  
years whi l e  I have served on the Execu t i ve Counc i l ,  I d o  not t h i n k  I have made a mot ion of 
substance prior to thi s t i me and so th i s  j u s t  i n d i c ates to the Ho use and to anybody that i s  
l i sten i n g t h at I consi der t h i s  o f  c r i t i cal i mportance not o n l y  to t he Western Arctic but to the 
Northwest Terr i to r i es as a who l e  and part i cu l ar l y  to my const i t uency. So , I make no apol og i e s  for 
r i s i ng as a Member for t h at con st ituency and mak i n g  t h i s  mot i on and I am quite  sure my seconder , 
Mr.  McLaugh l i n ,  fee l s  s im i l ar l y .  

I d o  have one advantage thoug h ,  b e i ng on the Execut i v e  Counc i l , and that i s  i n s i de i nformat i o n .  
d o  know what our M i n i ster of Economic Dev e lopment and Tour i sm i s  a lready d o i n g  i n  these areas to 
support i ndustry in both the m i n i ng area and the petroleum, oi l and gas i ndustry. I t h i nk that 
th i s  mot i o n  wi l l  g i ve him support , and confi dence that he has the support of t h i s  whole  House i n  
carryi ng out hi s mandate and h i s  respons i b i l i t i es g i ven to h i m  by Members .  He has not been s i tt i ng 
around over the l ast three or four month s .  He h a s  been mov i ng on many fronts an d t h i s  motion i n  
many ways j ust i n d i cates some of the areas wh ich  he i s  address i ng and attac k i n g .  Thank yo u .  

Mot i on 36-86 ( 1 ) ,  Carr i e d  

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you ,  Mr . Butters . That conc l udes the debate. 
favour of the mot ion?  Ms Cournoyea, is your hand up? Thank you . 
i s  rai sed . The count i n d i c ates that the support i s  unanimous . 

- - -Carr i ed 

- - -Appl ause 

Mot i on 36-86 ( 1 ) .  Al l those i n  
I cannot tel l un l e ss your hand 

We are sti l l  on Item 12, mot i on s .  Mot i on 37-86 ( 1 ) ,  Contribut i on to " The True North Strong and 
Free" Conference. Mr. MacQuarr i e .  

Mot i on 37-86 ( 1 ) :  Contr i b u t i o n  To "The Trtie North Strong And Free" Conference 

MR. MacQUAR R I E :  Thank yo u ,  Mr. Speaker; 

WHEREAS the Counc i l  of Canadi ans ,  Edmonton Chapter , and the Phys i c i ans for Soci al 
Respon s i b i l ity ,  Edmonton Chapter, are co-sponsor i ng a major conference in Edmonton i n  
November, c al l ed "The True North Strong and Free? A Pub l i c  I nq u i ry i nto Canad i an Defence 
Po l i cy and Nucl ear Arms" ; 

AND WHEREAS th i s conference w i l l  prov i de for a thorough pub l i c  di scus s i on of Canad i an defence 
po l i cy and nucl ear arms; 

AND WHEREAS t h i s conference, by v i rtue of i t s  many notable parti c i pants, w i l l  undoubted l y  
attract a great deal  o f  pub l i c  attent i o n  w i t h  the poss i b i l i ty o f  i n f l uen c i ng Canad i an defence 
pol i cy ;  
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AND WHEREAS t h i s House ,  on a number of occ as ions ,  has expressed i t s  deep concern about the 
pro l i ferat i on of nuc lear arms;  

AND WHEREAS the  success of  thi s conference cou l d  prove benef i c i �  to the  people of  the NWT a s  
wel l  as t o  other Canad i an s ;  

AND WHEREAS t h e  sponsorsh i p  o f  th i s conference w i l l  i nv o l ve s i g n i f i c ant cost s ;  

NOW THEREFOR E ,  I mov e ,  seconded by the honourab l e  Member for Ai v i l i k ,  that th i s  House  
recommend to the  Executive  Counc i l  that it  make a s i gn i f i cant fi nanc i al contri buti on to  the  
sponsors of  the conference entit l ed "The True North Strong and  Free? An  I n qui ry into Canad i an 
Defence Pol i cy o n  Nuc l e ar Arm s "  to hel p defray the costs of the conference . 

MR.  SPEAKER: The mot i on i s  i n  order. Mr. MacQuarr i e .  

MR.  MacQUARR I E :  Thank you , Mr. Speaker. Thi s conference wi l l  t ake p l ace o n  November 8th and 9t h .  
A s  stated i n  the preamb l e ,  i t  wi l l  be a pub l i c  di scu s s i o n  of Canad i an defence pol i cy and nuc l e ar 
arms . These I t h i n k  are matters of great moment to al l C anad i an s  and certai n l y  to northerners a s  
wel l .  

Part i c i pation Of Emi nent Peop l e  

These i ssues at that t i me wi l l  be di scussed pub l i c l y  by many em i nent peopl e .  /lmong those debat i ng ,  
speak i ng or part i ci pating  as  pane l i sts in  the conference w i l l  be  the  Rt.  Hon . P i erre Trudeau . . .  

AN HON. MEMBER : Hear , hear!  

MR.  MacQUAR R I E :  . . .  former Prime M i n i ster of Canad a ;  B i s hop Remi J .  de Roo; Major General Leonard 
Johnson , ret i red , of the Canad i an Forces ; /lmbassador Doug l as Roche, Canad a ' s d i sarmament 
ambassador; Dav i d  Suzuk i ,  scient i st and broadcaster; Gwynne Dye r ,  h i stor i an ,  author and 
broadcaster; Hon .  Ll oyd Axworthy, MP ; Pau l ine  Jewett , MP . I n v i tations have been extended and 
part i c i p at i on i s  pen d i n g  for Hon . Harv i e  Andre who i s  the act i n g  M in i ster of Defence; the R t .  
Hon .  Joe Cl ark ,  Mi n i ster o f  External Affa irs ;  poss i b l y  t h e  R t .  Hon . David  Lange ,  Pr ime M i n i ster of 
New Zeal and ; and an i n v i tation has  been extended to Georgi Arbatov, foremost Sov i et expert on 
western po l i t i cs and mi l i t ary strateg i e s .  With part i c i pants of th i s  c al i bre,  Mr . Speaker , the 
conference wi 1 1  undoubted l y  be a major med i a  event and the vari ous thoughts expressed d ur i ng the 
course of the conference wi l l ,  I am sure , be brought to the attent i o n  of the Prime M i n i ster and the 
Government of Canad a .  

The conference i s  sponsored b y  non-prof i t  organi zat i on s  whi ch  are pre sent l y  engaged i n  f u nd rai s i ng 
to fi nance i t  and s o  I am as k i ng t h i s  House to recommend to the Exec u t i v e  Counc i l  that they make a 
s i gn i f i cant f i n anc i al contr i but i on to the sponsors to hel p defray the costs of the conference . 

I � mak i ng thi s request for a number of reasons . Fi rst , I bel ieve that any effort aimed at tryi ng 
to l i m it  or reduce the threat of nuc l e ar war and nucl ear ann i h i l at i o n  that faces the wor l d ,  any 
effort aimed at t h at i s  unquesti onably worth whi l e  and benef i c i a l  to people ev erywhere and 
certai n l y  to northerners �ong a l l  other s .  I h a v e  al so  p u t  i t  forward because I recog n i z e  that 
many northerners through resol uti ons passed in vari ous forums appear to be deep l y  concerned about 
the pro l i ferat i on and poss i b l e  use of nuc l ear weapons and have expressed concerns about defence 
i s sues as wel l and t h at the recogn i t i on of t h i s  gener al  s u pport among northerners has resul ted i n  
the past i n  reso l ut i ons being i ntroduced to th i s  Ho use ,  and passed i n  th i s  Ho use,  concern i ng 
nuc l e ar weaponry, for examp l e ,  on crui se m i s s i l es .  

I n  putt ing  thi s mot i on forward what I suppose I am saying i s  t h at I wou l d  hope that al l of us wou l d  
be wi l l i ng t o  put a b i t  o f  money where our mouths have been i n  the p ast.  I n  putt i ng the m oti on 
forward, i t  should  be c l e ar that the passage of thi s resol u t i on and subsequent f inanc i al s upport by 
the Exec utive  Counc i l ,  if i t  shou l d  pass ,  wou l d  not imp l y  i n  any way support for the p arti cu l ar 
pos i t i on of any group or any i n d i v i dua l  sponsor i n g the conference or par tici pation i n  i t .  Rather I 
put it forward and hope that i t  wi 1 1  pass as a recog n i t i on of the fact that matters of defence 
po l i cy anc! n uc l e ar arms , having  such ser i ous impl i c a t i o n s ,  shou l d  be thoroughly rev iewed and, I 
bel i ev e ,  debated publ i c l y  from t i me to time to ensure that patterned th i n k i ng and jaded t h i nk i ng do 
not prev ai l in these matters but t h at we try to ensure t h at our government adopts the pol i c i es i n  
these areas that are real i st i c ,  effect i ve and appropri ate to the present times . 
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note that th i s conference w ith  its  em i nent part i c i pants ho l d i ng a var i e ty of v iews wi 1 1  
contr i bute to that end and I be l i eve ,  therefore , that i t  is v1orthy of our support and I wo u ld  ask 
Members to support the reso l u t i o n ,  Mr . Speaker . Thank you .  

---Appl ause 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you ,  Mr . MacQuarr i e .  Mr . Curl ey . 

Importance Of O i a l ogue And Communicat i on 

HON .  TAGAK CURLEY :  (Tran s l at i o n )  Thank you , Mr . Speaker. I supported th i s  mot ion when he asked 
for i t  because I th i nk that th i s  i s  very import ant, regard i ng the mi l i tary ' s  nuc lear bombs ,  and I 
t h i n k  we shou l d  be concerned about the North and wars and I support th i s  com ing  conference. I 
t h i n k  i t  i s  a very worth whi l e  conference and I know that there wi 1 1  be somebody from the federal 
government that w i l l  be g o i ng to the conference . I am not say ing  I am support i ng nucl ear war but I 
wou l d  l i ke to see a conference . ( Trans l at ion end s )  

A s  a seconder t o  the mot i on ,  I thought that i t  was i mportant that we d i scuss th i s  i tem at the 
caucus meet i ng the other day ,  that i t  shou l d  be the respons i b i l i ty o f  every c i t i zen in the wor l d  to 
try to seek d i a logue and commun i cati on w i th oppos i n g  poi nts of v iew with  respect to pro l i ferat ion 
of nuc l e ar arms . Most c i t i zens in the free wor l d  should  attempt to support conferences such as 
t h i s  so t h at we can at l east get an opportunity to hear what the other s i de has to say and wh at the 
d angers are and so on. So , i n  that regard , I d i d  want to second the motion because we have a l ot 
of el oquent representati ves from the Northwest Terr i tor i es who are strong be l i evers on the i s sues 
such as the Canad i an defence po l i cy and nucl ear arms race so in that regard I put my support to the 
mot ion and I t h i n k  there i s  a good chance the Executive may make a contr i but i on to that and, no 
doubt , that wi l l  be announced at the appropr i ate t ime .  

As for my own personal v i ews on  the  Canad i an defence pol i cy ,  I have  always been support ive  of  a 
strong defence pol i cy for Canada but that does not necessar i l y  mean that I am i n  favour of the 
nucl ear arms race .  That i s  a d i fferent i ssue al together . I n  that regard I am happy to be the 
seconder to the motion and hope that many of the Members w i l l  support the mot i o n .  T hank you . 

---Appl ause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Cur ley. To the mot i o n .  Mr. Erk loo . 

Northerners Shou l d  Part i c i p ate I n  Conference 

MR . ERKLOO: ( Trans l at i o n )  Thank you , Mr. Speaker . I j ust want to say that I support t h i s  mot ion 
for a number of reasons but I am just g o i ng to tal k about a few of them. F irst of all the Inu it  
people are not warr i ors . We  are not warr i ors . In a l l  of the Northwest Terr i tor i es there are 
DEWl i nes and they are be i n g  mai ntai ned and peop l e  who have the i r  own bus i nesses wanted to j o i n  i n  
these DEWl i ne s .  There are not many northerners that are empl oyed under these contracts for the 
north warn ing  systems and I know there are g o i ng to be important peop l e  go i ng  to that conference. 
I t h i n k  it wou l d  be a shame not to see somebody from the North when they are tal k i ng about the 
North ,  espec i al l y  when they are g o i ng to tal k about the North .  So I wou l d  l i ke to support th i s  
mot ion and I wou l d  l i ke to see one or two Members g o i ng down to the conference who w i l l  be able to 
s ay what they th i nk of th i s top i c .  I just wanted to support th i s  mot i o n .  

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Erk l oo .  To the mot i o n .  Mr . Angott i tauruq . 

MR . ANGOTTITAURUQ: (Tran s l at i o n )  Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I am go i ng to support thi s moti o n .  True 
northerners,  the I n u i t  and the Dene peop l e ,  do not have very much educat i on on the n ucl ear arms but 
even though they do not have much educat ion  on th i s ,  they have a concern about any war start i n g .  I 
t h i n k  they shou l d  have a chance to speak on what they t h i n k  at the conference . (Transl ation ends )  

I s a i d  that I support th i s mot i o n .  I have al ways been i n  support o f  reduct ion of nuc lear arms 
wherever they may be produced . I know that that i s  not go ing  to stop the wars i n  the wor l d .  
be l i eve that w i th nuc l e ar arms , even though the n uc l ear war shou l d  start i n  another p l ace i n  the 
worl d ,  there are a l ot of i nnocent peopl e  that are g o i ng to be affected by whatever i s  done by 
nuc l e ar arms because t h i s  substance can travel a l ong  way. I guess it i s  a good th i ng  to support 
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t h i s  mot i on so that someone wou l d  present the terr i tor i al v i ews on behalf of the terr i tor ia l  
peop l e  and  speak to those very important peo p l e  t h at co u l d  try to  make  up the ir  mi n ds and work 
toward someth ing  better and t o  reduce the produc t i o n  of nucl ear arms in the wor l d .  For that reason 
I support t h i s  mot i on and not o n l y  that ,  I have a l o t  more reasons but I bel ieve t h at we m i g ht wel l 
be represented on th i s matter from the NWT. For t h at reason I support the mot i o n .  

M R .  SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Angott i t auruq . T o  t h e  moti o n .  Mr . Pan i l oo .  

MR .  PAN I LOO:  ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Thank  yo u ,  Mr . Speaker . I am go i ng t o  support the motion but  I have a 
ques t i o n .  I f  t here i s  a conference that has  been set up , peo p l e  wo u ld  l i ke to be represented by 
some di fferent organ i zat ions  and government . If we support th i s  moti on and i f  thi s moti on i s  
approved, I wou l d  l i ke to f i nd out from the peop le  from Baffi n ,  Keewatin and K i t i kmeot Regi ons who 
have the i r  own co unci l ,  if they wanted to g i v e  the ir  v i ew s .  After thi s mot i o n  i s  approved, wou l d  
they be ab l e  to g i ve their  v i ews to the representat i ves?  Thank you .  

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Pan i l o o .  You c annot have a quest ion answered d i rect l y. Pos s i b l y  i n  
summat i o n  the mover of the motion  m i ght prov i de some i nformat i on w i t h  regard t o  your quest i o n .  To 
the mot i o n .  

AN HON. MEMBER : Quest i o n .  

MR. SPEAKER : Question bei ng c a l led.  Mr. MacQuarr i e ,  do you wi sh t o  conc l u de debate p l e ase? 

MR. MacQUAR R I E :  T h ank you, Mr. Speak er . I regret t h at 
was speak i ng t o  me and I m i s sed gett i ng the quest i o n .  
to  whether the Member cou l d  support the mot ion or n ot .  
support of the moti o n ,  Mr . Speaker . Thank yo u .  

Mot i on 37-86 ( 1 ) ,  Carr i ed 

when the ques t i on was r a i s ed someone el se 
hope it was not c r i t i c al to  the outcome as 
I do not have anyt h i n g  further t o  s ay i n  

MR .  SPEAKER : Thank you . That conc l udes the debate o n  Mot i on 37-86 ( 1 ) . Al l those i n  favour? 
Opposed , if  any? Abstenti ons? Are there any absten t i ons?  Are there any opposed? The vote i s  
unanimou s .  Some honourab l e  Members are not rai s i ng t h e i r  hands when the vote i s  c al l ed and i t  i s  
awful l y  hard t o  tel l .  I wo u l d  ask Members to rai se thei r hands u p  s o  I c an see them. Mr . 
T ' Se l e i e ,  you d i d  not v ote at al l .  You d i d  not v ote for absten t i o n ,  you d i d  not v ote ag ai nst and 
you d i d  not vote for, so I am assuming t h at you voted for . I make the vote unanimous on the l ast 
mot i o n .  

---Car r i ed 

---App l ause 

Mot i on 38-86 ( 1 ) .  Mr . R ichard . 

Mot ion  38-86 ( 1 ) :  Defence Of Health  Of Peop les  Affected By Chernobyl Tragedy 

MR . RI CHARD :  Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . 

B E  IT RESOLVED that the Leg i s l at i v e  As semb l y  of the NWT support the fol l ow i n g  acti ons to 
defend t h e  phys i c a l  and mental health  of peo p l e s  affected by the Chernobyl tragedy: 

1) that the Uni ted Nati ons form an i nternati onal i nvesti gat i ve committee of scienti sts and 
med i c a l  experts to enter Ukraine to assess the extent of d anger; 
2)  that Canada decl are i ts preparedness to contri bute emergency aid - - med i ci ne ,  food , 
tec h n i c al personnel , as needed; 
3) t h at Canada announce an open door pol i cy for fami l y  reun i f i c a t i on and sponsors h i p  of 
i mm i g r ants  w i s h i ng t o  l eave Ukrai ne;  
4 )  that the USSR perm i t  commun i c ation between Canad i an s  and their  rel at i ves in  Ukra ine .  

Mr. Speaker , th i s  mot i on i s  seconded by  the honourab l e  Member for Yel l owkn i fe Centre . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Ri chard . I an g o i n g  to have a l ook at t h i s  to see whether or not i t  
i s  i n  order . We wi l l  recess for 1 5  m i nutes for coffee . 

- - - SHORT RECESS 
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We have managed with the consent of Mr . Richard to add a few words to this motion that would :nake 
it acceptable. It now reads: "Be it resolved that the Legislative Assembly of the NWT advise the 
Secretary of State of the Government of Canada that it supports the following actions to defend the 
physical and mental health of peoples affected by the Chernobyl tragedy: " Does anybody have any 
objections to this being amended in this way? Do I have unanimous consent to have this amended? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

MR. SPEAKER : And with that amendment then this motion is in order . Mr . Richard . 

MR. RICHARD: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . Members of the Assembly are aware of the disaster which 
occurred recently in the K iev area of the Soviet Union. It took, Mr. Speaker, some time for the 
rest of the world to even be aware that anything had happened and to get any information about this 
disaster although more information has been released in recent weeks and although there has been 
some access given to foreign observers but not full access . Certainly, Mr . Speaker, relatives of 
some victims, the relatives being Canadian ci tizens, are still unable to communicate with some of 
the victims and their families and relatives. 

This motion, Mr . Speaker, has national and international implications but it simply ca l l s  on the 
Government of Canada, the United Nations and the Soviet Union to take act i on in the areas listed in 
the mot ion .  A motion similar to this is  being proposed in provincial l egislatures across Canada 
and presumably copies of the motions passed in the provincial legislatures will be forwarded, as 
hopeful l y  will this one, to the Secretary of State for External Affairs and the federal government 
with a request for action in these areas . I would urge, Mr. Speaker,  all Members to support the 
motion. Thank you. 

MR .  SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Richard . Mr . MacQuarrie as seconder . 

MR. MacQUARRIE: I have nothing further to add than what the mover has already said, Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you. To the motion . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

Motion 38-86(1) , Carried 

MR. SPEAKER : Question being cal led .  All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The motion is 
carried. Let the records indicate that the motion was carried unanimousl y. 

---Carried 

Motion 39-86( 1 ) ,  moved by Mr. Gargan. Mr . Gargan . 

Motion 39-86(1 ) :  Declaration Of A Nuclear-Free Zone 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. For the benefit of Members who might have confusion or 
difficulty understanding my motion, I will read slowly and precisely. 

WHEREAS the United Nations has declared 1986 the International Year of Peace; 

AND WHEREAS the United Nati ons in its 1978 report from the special session on disarmament 
stated with regard to nuclear-free zones that "The process of establishing such zones should 
be encouraged with the ultimate object ive of achieving a world free of nuclear weapons" ;  

AND WHEREAS the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Manitoba on May 30, 1985, passed a 
resolution declaring its juri sdiction a nuclear weapons free zone; 
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AND WHEREAS the I n u i t  C i rcumpol ar Conference, representi ng I n u i t  peop l e  of the Un i ted States 
of Amer ica,  Canada and Green l and,  cal l ed for the estab l i shment of a nuc lear-free zone in the 
Arct i c  i n  1977 and so reso l ved ag a i n  at its June 1983 meet i ng in Frobi sher Bay, NWT ; 

AND WHEREAS the l e adersh i p  of the Dene Nation meet i ng at Fort Smi th i n  December , 1983,  
reso l ved that al l l ands w i t h i n  Denendeh be decl ared a nuc l ear and n ucl e ar weapons testing free 
zone; 

AND WHEREAS the Leg i s l at ive  Assemb ly  of the Yukon Terri tory reso l ved on Apr i l  2, 1986, that i n  
their op i n ion  the crui se and any other nucl ear or non-nuc l ear weapon sho u l d  not be tested i n  
or near the Yukon Terr i tory; 

AND WHEREAS the Ni nth Leg i s l at i ve  Assembly of the Northwest Terr i tories  i n  1983 resol ved to 
urge the Government of Canada to refuse to co-operate in  any and al l future acti v i t i es that 
i nvo lve  an escal at i o n  in  the nuc l ear arms race ;  

NOW THEREFORE ,  move ,  seconded by the  honourab l e  Member for Baff i n  South ,  that the 
Leg i s l at i v e  Assemb l y  decl are the Northwest Terr i tor i es , l and , coastal waters and a irspace a 
nucl ear weapons free zone; 

AND FURTHER,  that t h i s  House use al l means wi t h i n  its power to ensure that the Northwest 
Terr i tor i e s  be used so le ly  for purposes that are peacefu l ;  

AND FURTHER , that thi s House decl are i ts oppos i t i on to the expl orat i on and exp l oi tation of 
other mater i a l s  rel ated to the nucl ear weapons i ndustry; 

AND FURTHER , that thi s House dec l are i t s  oppos i t ion  to the test ing  and/or estab l i shment of 
nuc l e ar weapons , nuc l ear weapons re l ated techno l ogy,  and n uc l e ar waste dump s ites in  the 
Northwest Terr i tori es ;  

AND  FURTHER ,  that the  Speaker convey th i s  reso l u t i on to  the  Prime M i n i ster of Canada, the 
l eaders of the oppos i t i on part i es in the federal P ar l i ament , t he Presi dent of the Uni ted 
States and the Secretary General of the Un i ted Nat i o n s .  

Thank you .  

Mot ion  39-86 ( 1 ) ,  Reworded 

M R .  SPEAKER: I have the same troub le  with  th i s  mot ion  on the end p art ag ai n -- of the Leg i s l at i v e  
Assemb l y  hav i ng d i rect contact with the Presi dent of t h e  U n i ted States o r  the Secretary General of 
the Uni ted Nat i ons . So I wou l d  r u l e  that the same type of amendment wou ld  be requ i red there, that 
"the Speaker convey th i s  reso l u t i on to the Prime M i n i ster Of C anad a ,  the l eaders of the oppo s i t ion 
parti es in  the federal P ar l i ament and ,  through the Secretary of State for External Affai rs , to the 
Presi dent of the USA and the Secretary General of the Un i ted Nat i ons . "  Do you agree to that 
amendment , Mr . Gargan? 

MR . GARGAN : Yes . 

MR . SPEAKER : Does the House g i v e  me unanimous consent to make that change? Are there any nays? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS :  Agreed .  

- --Agreed 

MR . SPEAK E R :  As amended the mot i on i s  i n  order. Mr . Gargan . 

MR . GARGAN: Mr.  Speaker ,  when I wrote to the Members on May 6th about the same concern, i t  was 
w i t h  regard to the Chernobyl nucl ear di saster that spread nucl ear contami nat ion over Scandi nav i an 
countr ies  more than 1200 k i l ometres away. Al so I refer to the c i rcumpol ar conference, the 
l eadersh i r, meet ings  and Mani toba dec l ar i ng nuc l e ar weapons free zones . But other than that there 
are 17 other countries  that have dec l ared nucl ear-free zones : Austri a ,  Green l an d ,  Ice l and ,  Japan , 
Mal ta, S pa i n ,  Sweden, New Zeal and and i t  goe s on to e i g ht other countr ies .  Al so i n  America i tse lf  
there are over 10 m i l l i on peop l e  that are i nvo l ved w i th  the  e l i m i n at i on of nucl ear weapons in  the ir  
own area too .  Out of that ,  there are over 100 nucl ear-free zones that have been decl ared , e i t her 
through c ity counc i l  reso l uti ons or through peti t ions  or through town meeti ng reso l u t i on s .  
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In the NWT the Deh Cho Regional Council, which represents nine communities, has also declared the 
Deh Cho region a nuclear-free zone. In  Inuit places there is the ham l et of Holman which declared 
Holman and the surrounding areas nuclear-free zones, and in the ham l et of Fort Norman, through a 
band resolution. Also the Yellowknife "B" Band declared a nuclear-free zone as did the hamlet of 
Coppermine. So these are all the other communities that have expressed that they want their 
particular areas declared nuclear-free zones. 

Cruise Missile Testing In The North 

Also, Mr. Speaker, there was a newspaper clipping on the defence in the North stating that a 
ground-based missile system could well be based in the North. Scientists have suggested Ellesmere 
and Baffi n  Island as the choice of location for these cruise missiles. Also many Americans were 
staggered when Canada agreed to test the cruise missile. There are many US states that will not 
agree to be a part of the testing. We are so much a part of the Pentagon contingency p l an it i s  
terrifying that the Canadian government wants to keep it from us. 

The Big R iver Travel Association also expressed opposition to the testing of B-52 bombers and a lso  
Members shou l d  consider the two tests that occurred here with the cru i se missiles that crashed, one 
in Cold Lake and the other in the Beaufort Sea. That is as much as I wanted to say, Mr. Speaker . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Gargan. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: ( Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I am happy to second this motion. I was not 
too concerned about nuclear weapons before this Chernobyl incident. But since I have been learning 
from other peop l e, Dene people as well, their concern about nuclear weapons in their homeland, I 
will be supporting this motion. I know it is impossible to not allow it altogether but if, for 
some reason, it is at all possible to limit it in our homeland, I will be supporting the motion. I 
think he explained it quite explicitly and I support all his revelations so far. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. Mr. Ballantyne. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr. Speaker, I wish to move an amendment to the motion. 

MR. SPEAKER: You must remember, however, that you lose your right to speak to the motion. You can 
speak to the motion and after you have finished speaking to the motion, you can make your amendment 
and then of course you have the right to speak to the amendment. So, whichever route you wish to 
take, just so you know. You have the floor, Mr. Ballantyne. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you for that clarification, Mr. Speaker. I was g oing to move the 
amendment and then I thought I would be able to speak later on but because of your ruling I wil 1 
speak to the motion immediately. First of all I wou l d  like to say · I  welcome the motion and I 
compliment the Members for putting the motion forward. I think that as a Legislature in the past, 
we have demonstrated our concern in the whole area of nuclear arms and our opposition to the 
escalation of the nuclear arms race. So I think it is very important as a Legislature that we 
remain consistent in our stand and that we do our little bit, even though it might not seem very 
effective, at least we are doing our little bit to demonstrate to the rest of the country that we 
are solidly against the escalation of nuclear arms. 

My only concern with this motion, Mr. Speaker, and this is the reason I want to move the <lllendment, 
is that I am not sure whether or not the Member thought of some of the ramifications of one part of 
the motion -- when I get to my amendment I will explain my concerns with that one aspect of it. I 
think that one aspect of it w ill take away from the overall good intent of the motion. So I do not 
have a lot more to say except that I fully support the motion. I will be putting forward my 
amendment and I think mot i OAS such as this do demonstrate to the rest of the country and indeed to 
the world that we in the NWT wi 11 do our part to try to stop this horrendous arms race that is 
going on in the world today. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Now Mr. Ballantyne, your amendment, please. 

Amendment To Motion 39-86(1 ) 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr. Speaker, I wish to move an amendment to Motion 39-86 ( 1). Mr. 
Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Aivilik, that the third clause of the 
resolution portion of the motion be deleted. That is the clause that states, "And further, that 
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t h i s  House dec l are i ts  oppo s i t i on to the exp l oration and exp l o i tation  of other mater i a l s  rel ated to 
the nuc l ear weapons i ndustry . "  I t h i nk,  Mr . Speaker, when the mover moved t h i s  part icu l ar mot ion 
he might  not have been aware of some of the ram i f i cat ions  of th i s  mot i o n .  I have a l etter from the 
Chamber of M i nes w h i c h  I w i l l  paraphrase and when the mot ion  deal s w ith  other mater i a l s  rel ated to 
the nuc l ear weapons industry, these other mater i a l s  can inc l ude such th i ng s  as wood,  water, fue l s ,  
l ubr i cants , power, concrete , stee l , copper, l ead, zi nc ,  gol d ,  s i l ve r ,  tungsten . I am sure the 
i ntent i o n  . . .  

HON . DENN I S  PATTERSON : What about air? 

HON . MICHAEL BALLANTYN E :  And no doubt ai r .  I am sure the i ntent ion  of the mover and the seconder 
was not to l im i t  these part i c u l ar areas and what I am afra i d  w i l l  happen i n advertent ly ,  if th i s 
mot i on i s  passed as i t  i s  w i t hout the amendment,  i s  a strong message w i l l  be sent out to i nvestors 
and supporters of the m i n i n g  i ndustry across the country t h at we want to end m i n i n g  here in  the 
Northwest Ter r i tor ies ,  wh i c h  I am sure was not the i ntent of the mover and seconder. 

M i n i ng Industry Is A Cornerstone Of NWT Economy 

Everyone knows that the m i n i ng i ndustry i s  one of the cornerstones of our Northwest Terri tories 
economy. There are e i g ht operat i ng mi nes in the Northwest Terr i tor ies today. There are 2900 
d i rect jobs ,  wh i ch i s  about 1 5  per cent of the total jobs in the Northwest Terr i tor i e s ,  1000 to 
3000 i nd i rect jobs and approximately $577 m i l l i on in product i on i n  19B6. Some of the mater i al s  
wh i c h  wou l d  be l imi ted by th i s  mot i on wou l d  i n c l ude go l d  - - we have four go ld  m ines ,  one of whi ch 
is  in  my const ituency -- and l ead and z i n c .  We have three l ead and z i nc mi nes.  Tungsten -- we 
have a tungsten m i n e .  And thi s wou ld  i nc l ude exp lorat i on i n  many other m i n eral s .  

I am sure the i ntent of the mover was not to l im it  exp l orat ion  or m i n i ng act i v i ty i n  these 
part i cu l ar areas . a l so b e l i eve,  Mr. Speaker, that the i ntent of th i s  mot i on is to have the 
Northwest Terr i tor ies a nuc l e ar weapons free zone, not to have the Northwest Terr i tories a m i n i ng 
free zone. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr. Bal l antyne. 
order . If it had not bee n ,  I wou l d  have 
ru l i ng f i rst but you were ready to go so I 
seconder, pl ease . Mr . Cur l ey .  

You w i  1 1  be pl eased t o  know that your amendment was i n  
stopped you but under normal cond i t i ons we g i ve you the 
d i d  not i nterfere. But the amendment i s  i n  order . The 

HON.  TAGAK CURLEY : ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I be l i eve  that h i s  amendment i s  qu ite  
expl i c i t .  There are many resources i nvol ved i n  the use  of  a weapons arsenal . The reason why we 
want del eted from the mot i on the reference to expl orat i on and exp l o i tati on of other mater i a l s  i s  
that uran i um i s  not t h e  o n ly  mi neral used i n  nuc l e ar warhead s ;  l ead, z i nc  and s i l ver are used as 
wel l .  Not as much as uran i um ore but that is the reason why we want thi s part of the moti on 
de leted .  Al l the resources that are mi ned i n  the NWT -- if we have t h i s  statement i n  the mot ion 
then our Leg i s l at i ve Assemb ly  wi l l  be known as not he l p i ng the m i n i ng compan i e s  or the exp lorat i on 
compan i es .  I support th i s  mot i o n .  Thank you .  

MR . SPEAKER: To the amendment . Mr . MacQuarrie .  

Support For Peaceful Uses Of R ad i o-Active Mi neral s 

MR.  MacQUARRI E :  Thank you, Mr.  Speaker. I w i l l  support the amendment as wel l for al l the reasons 
that both honourabl e  Members have already stated but there is someth i ng in add i t i on and th at i s  
some statement concer n i ng other mi nerals  that were not mentioned by those Members but which are 
rad i o- act ive  mi neral s .  I t h i n k  that i t  i s  important ag ai n that we not create a s i tu at i on where i t  
becomes i mpos s i b l e  to m i ne those mi neral s merel y  because they are radio-act i ve .  Those same 
m i nera l s  have many other uses as wel l ,  al though i t  i s  poss i b l e  that they can be used for nucl ear 
weapons and that is a use wh i c h  I depl ore unquest ionab l y  and do not accept , but they do have other 
uses in certa i n  construct ion  i ndustry aspects and, in areas of heal th , a var i ety of med i cal  tests 
and that sort of t h i ng make use of some of these rad i o-act i ve e l ements , and i n  food process i ng .  
There are many other uses  for these m i neral s .  I feel that i t  wou ld  be a sh ame to attempt to halt  
expl orat i on and mi n i ng of these mi neral s merely because they could b e  used for nuc l e ar weapons . 

I f  I can I wou l d  l i ke to i l l ustrate with a paral l el .  I fee l t h at t h i s  type of th i ng would be  
aski ng or  perhaps attempt i ng to out l aw the construction and use  of airpl anes because airpl anes are 
unden i ab l y  used from t ime to t i me as weapons of war. I depl ore the i r  use as t hat . I do not want 
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to see them used for that purpose and yet I would not think of saying that we ought not to have 
airplanes in the world because there are many, many fine uses for airplanes and certainly peop le in 
the North recognize the many fine uses. I think it is possible, logically, to say I support the 
construction and use of airplanes but I deplore their use for purposes of warfare. 

I believe that the same thing could be said  with respect to some of these rad i o-active minerals. 
We accept exploration and mining of them for their good uses. We encourage it but we will not ever 
support their use in the nuclear weapons industry. It may sometimes be difficult to determine when 
that is going to happen or not g oing to happen but nevertheless, while we do not have total control 
of that, our own position can be made very clear. I would ask all Members to support the amendment 
that has been put forward. 

MR. SPEAKER : To the amendment. Mr . Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the amendment is quite a sweeping and 
perhaps somewhat crude way of dealing with the problem that was discussed by a representative of 
the Chamber of Mines on the territorial news today, but none the less it is a real problem and the 
Chamber of Mines representative said if this motion is approved then the Legislative Assembly will 
have stopped -- he seems to think the Assembly has perhaps a little more power than it does -- but 
he said the Legislative Assembly will have stopped mining in the Northwest Territories, all mining. 

Mining Of Uranium Strongly Opposed 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would not want this important motion to lose credibility by virtue of one 
clause that can be broadly interpreted. I believe that the mover of the motion probab ly  intended 
that the House would declare its opposition to exploration and exploitation of materials critical 
to nuclear weapons. We know that there is steel and lead and zinc in nuclear weapons but the 
critical ingredient is uranium and I would like to say here that I am opposed to the exploration 
and mining of uranium in the Northwest Territories. It is a radio-active substance which is 
dangerous to miners and it is furthermore dangerous to the general public because there is no 
satisfactory way of dealing with the tailings and the waste that result from the mining of 
uranium. There is no proven, satisfactory, long-term method of  dealing with uranium tailings. 
However, Mr. Speaker, I am also aware that in fact the clause can be more broadly interpreted and 
can cover a number of materials that are important to the economy of the Northwest Territories. 

One other point I would like to make in speaking to this amendment, Mr. Speaker, is to take strong 
exception to the statement of Mr. Nutter of the Chamber of Mines today that there are effective 
laws in Canada which prevent Canadian uranium from being used in nuclear weapons. Those laws and 
regulations have been proven to be entirely ineffective and meaningless and I would cite as 
authority for that proposition the book, "Canada and the Nuclear Arms Race", which shows in its 
entirety how Canada actively contributes to the nuclear arms race and specifically how apparent, 
so-called controls on uranium going into nuclear weapons are in fact meaningless. The truth is 
that Canadian uranium goes into nuclear weapons. The proof is in that book. 

However , Mr. Speaker, I am somewhat comforted in my concern about uranium mining in the Northwest 
Territories that the cumulative effects of Three Mile Island, Chernobyl and the other nuclear 
disasters that have occurred in all parts of the world including Canada, which had one of the first 
nuclear accidents in history, in 1944 -- I am confident that the cumulative effect of these 
disasters wi 1 1 ,  in fact, result in the price of uranium continuing to be so low that indeed 
hopefully we will never be faced with this problem in the Northwest Territories. This is one 
economic benefit that I, for one, am not anxious to see occur. 

So, I am fairly confident that, first of all, the price of uranium and the poor health of the 
nuclear industry will continue to prevent this problem of mining being visited upon us and, 
secondly, I am confident that if uranium mining is to become a possibility in the Northwest 
Territories, Members of this Assembly or future Assemblies wi 11 look at the eight days of debate 
that the Ninth Assembly  had on the problem of uranium exploration and mining and realize that 
either uranium mining should be prohibited or extremely stringent controls should be in place. 

So, in sum, Mr. Speaker, although I would have preferred an amendment which might have confined the 
opposition to materials critical to nuclear weapons, Mr. Ballantyne has taken a crude sledge-hammer 
approach and deleted the whole clause . . • 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Let's see a dictionary, a dictionary. 
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. . .  and it is qui te out of keep ing with his ordinary approach to things. In 
not wi thout some reservation, decided that I should support the amendment 
i mportant clauses i n  this most important motion can stand. Thank you, Mr. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. To the amendment. Mr. Angottitauruq. 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Before the amendment came I thought I was going to 
oppose the moti on, even though everybody knows in this House that I usually vote for nuclear-free 
in anything to do w i th nuclear weapons or whatever. I am pleased now that they put the amendment 
to this motion and I can support it . Then agai n, I am reluctant to say why I support it but I will 
be supporti ng it. 

Support For Peace And Safety 

There is fear among ordinary people and also in the minds of politicians about nuclear weapons and 
these substances and there are those that say they are safe because they are making a buck with 
i t. For those who think that it is safe, it i s  their line of work and they are not afraid of it. 
They could die from i t. There are those who work in the offices that do  not get even close to what 
they produce and they know they have alternatives but i ndustry sometimes does not look for ways of 
f ind ing the alternat ives when that other alternati v e  i s  far down the line and they cannot seem to 
afford it so they look for the cheapest way they can find. 

I know totally how t he Chamber of Mines would feel i f  the moti on passed but I th i nk we are trying 
to work for the people that are in  the Northwest Terr i tories  who sometimes cannot be heard, to try 
and make changes for the safety of the world and the land. So, therefore, I am supporting this 
motion on behalf of the people who really do not have any voices i n  the Assembly and in the 
i ndustries, to make changes and to try and go for a peaceful soc i ety in the world. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the amendment. Mr. T'Seleie. 

MR. T'SELEIE: Mr. Speaker, I an more i nterested in having a di scuss ion on the aboriginal languages 
debate so I w ill not talk for a long time. I t h i nk I have some important things that I would like 
to say here. I t h i nk i t  is a pretty sad t h i ng when we are faced with what is called a reality 
which i s  that the mining i ndustry is basically supported by mak i ng weapons. At some point, I thi nk 
people will no longer be satisfied with the excuse of public f i gures saying that i t  is no longer 
poss i ble to get rid of making nuclear weapons because it provides so many jobs. I think that at 
some point the ordinary ci tizen who votes is going to have a look at that and say, "I think it 
should be done away with. " 

The note that we got from the chamber of commerce says exactly that i n  reference to the resoluti on 
that Mr. Ballantyne wants to el i m inate i n  Mr. Gargan' s mot i on: to include that resolution would 
basically mean the aboli shment of the min ing industry. Thi s i s  what I mean -- in fact i n  the North 
the whole mining i ndustry, the chamber of commerce i s  saying i n  thi s letter, is s upported by the 
manufacturi ng of nucl ear weapons. 

I do not know what the rest of you th i nk but I think that is a sad situation to find ourselves in. 
I am not going to be supporting the amendment but at the same time I am not against m in ing for 
useful purposes which the letter also makes reference to, that some of these materials are used i n  
medi cine, food preservation. I think if there i s  a level o f  mining that can be supported for 
useful purposes then the original motion does not call for that to be stopped. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the amendment. Mr. Ballantyne, as mover you can close the debate on 
your amendment. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr. Speaker, I would ju st like to make one comment. I do not think the 
i ntent of the m i n i ng industry or this motion i s  to say that the mining industry i s  only there to 
support the nuclear i ndustry. It is not. Obvious l y  the uses of lead, z i nc, gold and silver, the 
vast majority of the uses of those m i neral s are for other than nuclear weapons. Perhaps you 
misread the letter. 

The wording of thi s motion is what all the concern is about. I, and I think everybody who spoke, 
supports the spi rit of this motion. It was the wording and the possible m i sunderstanding of that 
particular clause. I agree that a motion of this House i s  not going to destroy the mining industry 
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but I think what we say in this House is symbolic of our feelings about that industry. So, the 
intention was only to strengthen this motion, not to weaken it, and to make this moti on one that 
everybody in the NWT has a better possibility of supporting rather than having opposition from a 
major number of people in the NWT. That is all I have to say, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. I am sorry, I apologize to the House. I should not have 
called on you to close debate on an anendment. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: I am in error but I do not wish this to set a precedent so you know in the future 
that unless I make another error, on amendments there will be no summation. Are you ready for the 
question? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

Amendment To Motion 39-86(1), Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Question being called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? Abstentions? The 
amendment is carried. 

---Carried 

MR. RICHARD: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Point of order, Mr. Richard. 

Title Of Motion Reworded 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gargan' s motion in the books and I note also on the orders of the 
day is entitled "Declaration of a Nuclear-Free Zone". Mr. Garg an's motion, sir, as I read it, 
c alls for the NWT land, coastal waters and airspace to be a nuclear weapons free zone. I know this 
distinction, Mr. Speaker, was the subject of correspondence between Mr. Gargan and myself prior to 
this session being resumed. I believe the resolve clause is very c lear and al though I understand, 
sir, according to the rules of this House, the title is not part of the motion, I would ask, s i r, 
that you direct the Clerk to have the title and all documentation in this Assembly referring to 
this motion properly describe the motion. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Richard, your point is well taken but there is one small loophole, as most 
lawyers manage to find if it is required for protection of their client. In this particular c ase, 
if you would go to the second last paragraph, "And further that this House declare its opposition 
to the testing and/or establishment of nuclear weapons, nuclear weapons related technology and 
nuclear waste dump sites in the Northwest Territories". I do not presume a dump site is a weapon. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: It could be, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. RICHARD: It is still misleading, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: That is possibly correct. However, as you pointed out, the title is not a part of 
the motion anyway. I will leave the matter up to the mover. Do you wish to change the title or do 
you wish to leave it as it is? What we are talking about, Mr. Gargan, is that the present title 
reads "Decl aration of a Nuclear-Free Zone" and Mr. Richard is suggesting that we change it so that 
it would be more in keeping with your whereas clauses, so that it would read "Declaration of a 
Nuclear Weapons Free Zone". It is your title. Which way do you want it? 

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, the honourable Member for Yellowknife South did indicate to change my 
title previously before I presented it. was supposed to indicate that it is supposed to be 
"Declaration of a Nuclear Weapons Free Zone". 

MR. R ICHARD: Hear, hear! 

MR. SPEAKER: Fine then. We have just found a typographical error. It reads now, "Declaration of 
a Nuclear Weapons Free Zone". So be it. Mr. MacQuarrie. 
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MR. MacQUARR I E :  I have an amendment I wou ld like to move, Mr . Speaker . 

MR .  SPEAKER: Proceed, Mr . MacQuarrie. 

Amendment To Motion 39-86(1 ) As Amended, Ruled Out Of Order 

MR. MacQUARRIE: move that the motion be amended by deleting the word "so le ly "  as well as the 
semicolon from the second resolution and then by adding a comma after the word " peacefu l "  and by 
following the comma with these words, " allowing for national defence activit i es that are not 
related specific ally to the use of nuclear weapons or to the support of aggressive warfare" so that 
the second resoluti on woul d now read: "And further, that this House use all means within its power 
to ensure that the Northwest Terr i tories be used for purposes that are peaceful, al lowing for 
national defence act iv i t ies that are not related specific ally to the use of nuclear weapons or to 
aggressive warfare" .  

MR. SP EAKER: 
been typed . 

Is that amendment fully understood or do you wish typed copies? 
It would be nice if somebody gave me one of them. 

MR. MacQUARR I E: And it is translated . 

They have already 

MR . SPEAKER : Your amendment is out of order , Mr . MacQu arr i e. We have an amendmen•t from Mr . 
Ba  11 antyne th  at was voted on and approved. So, next i s  to the motion as amended. Have I got i t  
r i ght , Mr . Clerk? Thank you very much. To the motion, as amended . Mr . MacQuarrie . 

MR . MacQUARRI E :  Thank you very much, Mr . Speaker. I fear that I am going to have to vote against 
the motion and I did not wish to do that bec ause I approve very much of the mover's main intention 
which was to declare the Territor ies a nuclear weapons free zone and to act essentially agai nst 
other activities that are related to nuclear weapons. But the second resolution cou ld  be 
interpreted widely to mean that there should be no military activity whatsoever in the Northwest 
Territories and that is an interpretation that I, for one, am simply unable to accept, Mr .  Speaker .  

Defens ive Military Exercises Should Be  Permitted 

We l ive in a world where there is aggress ion, where aggression leads to warfare, even to those 
nations and countries that have peaceful intentions, that do not wish to be aggressive toward 
anyone else and yet find themselves the target of the aggression of others. Because that is always 
a possibility, countr i es e•,erywhere create nat ional defence forces. We have done that in Canada .  
In this country we value our sovere i gnty. We value our freedoms and our lifestyle and to try to 
protect these we have created a Department of National Defence which has an excellent record i n  the 
world for using its personnel , the members of our armed forces, for peaceful purposes, for peace­
keeping duties everywhere . 

The members of these forces must have training that w i ll make them competent personnel,  able  to do 
the jobs that they are called upon to do and it must be recognized that at some point in t ime, 
although that does not seem to be a threat at this point in time at all, we have to recognize that 
at some time our soverei gnty, our way of life, the t h ings we value could be placed in jeopardy and 
we would want a defence force capabl e of defending those things that are very dear to us. Because 
we would want that ,  along ,�i t h  other Canadians, I t h ink t h at we would want our armed forces to be 
able to carry on defensive military exercises in the Northwest Territories. There are such things 
as cold weather training that is carried on here and various communications exercises. We have 
compan i es of Rangers who perform that task . There is a Department of National Defence headquarters 
here and I, for one, could not support a motion that said that those kinds of activities should not 
be taking pl ace in the Northwest Territories. 

I may be wrong in the way that I read this motion but if the second resolution were to stand, that 
is the only way I can read it and I cannot feel comfortable in supporting the motion in that c ase, 
Mr . Speaker, yet I very much would like to support this motion with that one further change, and I 
wish that there were some way that perhaps we could recess and work our way out of i t ,  somehow or 
other . . . 

MR . RICHARD: Agreed . 

MR. MacQUARR I E :  . . .  because I have some reason to believe that even the mover of the motion woul d 
not find that k i nd of defence activity objectionable and if that were possible we might find 
widespread support for his ,11otion, Mr . Speaker . Thank you. 
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MR. SPEAKER : Thank you .  To the motion, as amended . Mr . Curley . 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY :  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Although I had some comments with respect to your 
ruling I would accept that the ruling is not debatable, but in my view any amendment is normally a 
proposal before the Members of the House. An amendment changes any clause, or whatever, but in my 
view, I have some questions about that particular version as well -- the second part of the 
resolution, on the first page -- because if you say the Northwest Territories should be used sol ely 
for purposes that are peaceful, again to me that is so broad that if the aggressor were to come by 
and try to take over some installation in Canada, that means that I should peacefully roll over so 
that he can move on and take over my l ivelihood. I, for one, Mr. Speaker, would never want to 
indicate to the ColllTiunists or whoever is the aggressor that I respectfully would roll  over and let 
them take over my land. 

In that regard, that particular version is too broad and not specific enough so that it is 
difficul t  to differentiate between a peaceful defence instal lation or equipment and one that is 
used by aggressors, whether it be nuclear weapon s or not. I n  that regard I would have thought that 
the mover of the motion should have been a little more clear so that we can confidently and with a 
clear conscience vote upon the motion. So, Mr. Speaker, i n  that regard I have no prob l em at all 
that the Northwest Territories shoul d be excepted and that it  be a nucl ear-free zone, nuclear 
weapons free zone. That, I think, is supported by a 1 1  members of my constituency and many members 
of the public in the Northwest Territories support that. Nobody is going to, within their own 
conscience, support that the Northwest Territories should be used for nucl ear weapons and activity 
with respect to nuclear weapons in the Northwest Territories .  

Amendment To  Motion 39-86{1)  As  Amended, Ruled Out Of Order 

So, Mr. Speaker, in that regard, I would like to move an amendment and I move that the second 
resolution part be deleted. 

MR. SPEAKER :  Based on the first ruling, of course I must throw that amendment out too because I am 
taking this particul ar motion in two sections: one, that it is a nuclear-free zone and secondly, . 
that the Northwest Territories be used solely for the purposes that are peaceful. Those are the 
two main thrusts of the motion and if you take them out then you have changed the basic principle 
of the motion. So, that i s ,  according to our rules, not permi ssible. I have listened with intent 
to argument but I bel i eve that protection solely for the purposes that are peaceful would indicate 
to me that the testing of this rig that they had going around here, the cruise missile, that would 
be contrary to this particular section. But protection or the training of people in cold weather 
i s  not necessarily unpeaceful. There is an awful lot of difference again on how you define the 
word "peaceful" but anyway, having made the decision to begin with, I cannot turn around and say, 
yes, you can take it out completely because you would have destroyed the sect ion again . I would 
have to rule your amendment out of order, Mr . Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY : Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER : Point of order, Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Point of order, Mr. Speaker, the precedent was set and agreed to by the House 
that the third part of the resolution was deleted in its entirety. I do not see how the Speaker 
could make one rul ing and then make a completely different ruling with the same motion. Whether it 
be a different meaning or not, it was a whole entire resolution part that was deleted by my friend 
when he amended the motion first and now the Speaker seems to be telling me that is contrary to the 
rules and I am wondering what rules you are referring to, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER : We will rece% and I s hall give you the rules and what I am basing my decision on, 
Mr. Minister. We will stand recessed for 15 minutes. 

---SHORT RECESS 
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Speaker ' s  Ruling 

MR. SPEAKER: To the matter at hand. I find that we probab ly  can come to a compromise with Mr. 
MacQuarrie' s motion by allowing the words "solely for the purposes that are peaceful" to remain 
in. Then adding on the section that he had indi cated wou l d  not interfere with the purpose of the 
motion itse l f  and it would be in order. So, w ith  regard to Mr. Curley' s question on why one can be 
ruled out of order and another could not be rul ed out of order. These have to be a matter of 
judgment and a matter of opinion, I suppose, and there is going to be no two men that have the same 
judgment or the same opin ion but that particular cl ause I d i d  not feel was the centre or the heart 
of the moti on. There i s  an unwritten rule as far as this House is concerned that you cannot make 
an amendment that wou l d  destroy the meaning of the motion itsel f. In my opinion removing that 
parti cular clause did not destroy the meaning of the motion. 

So, Mr. MacQuarr i e, if you would make your motion, please. 

Amendment To Mot i on 39-86(1) As Amended 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to move an amendment to the motion. It i s  
to the second resol ut i on of the moti on. wou ld  like t o  leave that resolution as it stands now but 
add after the semicolon the words: "however, allowing for national defence activities that are not 
related specifically to the use of nuclear weapons or to aggressive warfare; " and that motion is 
seconded by the honourable  Member for Amittuq. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your amendment is in order. To the amendment. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, I will not speak at l ength at all .  Simply to say that I do make a 
d i stincti on between training for aggressive warfare or defensive warfare. What I am saying i s  that 
I would not want to see Canadi an troops trained to make aggressive warfare agai nst other countries 
such as, for example, Hitler ' s  troops were trained to do but rather traini ng for defensive 
purposes, to be able to defend our homeland, our lives and our values. I think with that I will 
sit down, Mr. Speaker, and call for the questi on. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you. Does the seconder wish to speak to the amendment? Mr. Erkloo . 

MR. ERKLOO : (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am not going to say too much to the 
amendment. These things were already discussed earlier. There is some problem with the motion in 
that there are Rangers in the Northwest Territories and it is al so known that my other colleagues 
here, the MLAs, are i nvolved in the Rangers. As you are aware, if there should be a war we wou l d  
not just st and around and d o  nothing. There are also Inuit from Labrador who are training to 
become Rangers. Concerning not enough jobs avail able in the Northwest Territories, we would like 
to see more Rangers in the Northwest Territories but as you are aware, there are armed forces that 
exist in  the Northwest Terri tories. As you are aware, they made a map of the Northwest Territories 
to declare what part is under the jurisdiction of the Northwest Territories and for that reason I 
would like to support t h i s  motion. I would l ike my other colleagues to support this motion because 
we recogni ze this need for the Northwest Territories and that there have been requests that the 
Northwest Territories should be nuclear-free. 

If the amendment is not approved it will make a problem for me and I would not support it. For 
that reason I am supporting this amendment to the motion to be approved. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

Amendment To Motion 39-86(1) As Amended, Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Question is being call ed. To the amendment. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? 
The amendment is carried. 

---Carried 

To the motion as amended twice. There are two amendments in here now. Mr. Gargan, do you w ish to 
finalize now or do we take your okay? 



( 

- 1263 -

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First of all, I wou l d  like to remind the Members that the 
draft motion was circulated to a l l  the Members. It was in their hands for about two weeks. The 
amendments cou l d  have been very we l l  dea lt  w ith  at that time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am 35 years o l d  and I do not bite anybody. I am easy to ta lk  to and I wish that 
Members who have prob l ems with motions that I present wou ld  bring them to me outside the House 
because the motion real l y  does not have enough teeth as presented . I a l so would like to say that 
at times we do have to make concessions for sma 11 groups of people at the expense of the general 
pub l ic. The who l e  intent of this motion is dealing with the pub l ic at l arge and the safety of the 
people at l arge. To make concessions to a small minority is not agreeab le  to me. Because this 
motion is a cruc ial one and it does address the main issue at hand, I wou l d  like the Members to 
support it. I wou l d  request al so, Mr. Speaker, that we have a recorded vote for this particu lar 
mot i on. Thank you. 

Motion 39-86(1), Carried As Amended 

MR. SPEAKER :  A recorded vote is being requested. A 11 those in favour of the motion as amended, 
p l ease stand. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE ( Mr. Hamilton): Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Pud l uk, Mr. Paniloo, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. 
Arl ooktoo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. McCallum, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. Richard, Mr. Patterson, 
Mr. Bal lantyne, Mr. Curl ey, Mr. Sibbeston, Mr. Angottitauruq. 

MR. SPEAKER: Opposed, pl ease stand. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamil ton): Nobody. 

MR .  SPEAKER : Abstentions. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE ( Mr. Hamilton) :  Mr. T 'Sel eie. 

MR. SPEAKER: The motion is carried 14 in favour, no opposition but one abstention. 

---Carried 

Do we have any further motions for today? Item 13, first reading of bil ls. Mr. Curley. 

I TEM 13: FIRST READING OF BILLS 

First Reading Of Bil l 19-86(1): Northwest Territories Energy Corporation Act 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourab le  Member for Nahendeh, that Bill 
19-86( 1), An Act to Estab l ish the Northwest Territories Energy Corporation, be read for the first 
time. 

MR. SPEAKER: I have a motion on the fl oor. To the motion. Ready for the question. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: All those in favour? Opposed, if any? Bill 19-86(1) has had first reading. 

---Carried 

First reading of bills . Mr. Curl ey .  

ITEM 14: SECOND READING OF BILLS 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 
19-86(1) for second reading. 

I wou l d  l ike to seek unanimous consent to move Bill 

ACTING DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Gargan) :  Do  we have unanimous consent to  deal wi'.h Bill 19-86(1)? Are 
there any nays? Proceed, Mr. Curley. 
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Second Read i ng Of Bi l l  19-86 ( 1 ) :  Northwest Terr i tories  Energy Corporat ion  Act 

HON . TAGAK CURLE Y :  Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I mov e ,  seconded by the honourab l e  Member for 
Nahendeh , t h at B i l l  19-86 ( 1 ) ,  An Act to Est abl i sh t he Northwest Terr itor i es Energy Corporat ion , be  
read for the  second t i me .  The  purpose of th i s  b i l l ,  Mr . Chai rman , i s  to  estab l i sh the  Nort hwest 
Terr i tor ies  Energy Corporat i o n ;  to estab l i sh a board of di rectors to manage the corporat ion ; to 
state the powers and dut i e s  of the corporati o n ;  to  set up the fi nanc i a l st ruct ure of the 
corporat i on ; and to make consequen t i al amendments to the Pub l i c  Uti l i t i es Act . Th ank you . 

ACT I NG DEPUTY SPEAKER :  Thank you, Mr. Cur l ey. To the pr i nc i pl e  of t he b i l l .  A l l  t hose i n  favour? 
Are there any nays? B i l l  19-86 ( 1 )  has had second read i n g .  

---Carri ed 

Are there any further second read i ngs of b i l l s ? B i l l  1 9-86 ( 1 )  i s  now ready for committee of the 
who l e .  

I tem 1 5 ,  con s i derat i on i n  committee of the whole of  b i l l s and ot her matters . Tab l ed Document 
42-86 ( 1 ) , The Report of the Task Force on Abor i g i na l  Languages ,  w it h Mr . R ichard i n  the chai r .  

ITEM 1 5 :  CONSI DERATION  I N  COMMITTEE O F  THE WHOLE O F  B ILLS  AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSI DER TABLED DOCUMENT 42-86 ( 1 ) ,  THE REPORT OF THE TASK 
FORCE ON ABOR I G I NAL LANGUAGES 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr.  R i chard } :  The commi ttee w i l l  come to order. Cou l d  we have t he wi tnesses brought 
back i n ,  p l ease? Mr . S i bbeston, cou l d  you have the task force w i t nesses come back i nto the 
commit tee of the who l e ,  p l ease? You wi l l  reca l l t h at we are deal i ng wi t h Tab l ed Document 42-86 ( 1 ) ,  
The Report of the Task Force on Abor i g i nal Languages .  Mr . T ' Se l e i e .  

MR . T ' SELE I E :  Mr.  Chai rman , ear l i er today I received a note from t he pres i den t of the Dene Nat i on ,  
Mr .  Steve Kakfwi , i n  wh i ch he  requested that he wanted to make a presentation t o the  commi ttee of 
the who l e  since the i ssue of abor i g i n al l anguages was such an important i ssue wi t h  h i s  membersh i p .  
I wou l d  l i ke to ask for unan imou s consent of t h i s  committee to have Mr . Kakfwi make h i s  
presentat i o n .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Ri chard ) :  The corrmi ttee has heard Mr . T ' Sel e i e ' s  request that Mr . Kakfwi be 
permi tted to appear i n  commi t tee of the whole to make a presen t at i on on Tabl ed Document 42-86 ( 1 ) .  
I s  the commi ttee agreed th at Mr . Kakfwi be permitted t o  en ter the commi t tee of the whol e? Mr . 
Curl ey. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY : On a po int  of pri nci p l e .  Normal l y  t he st andard procedure is that t he motion i s  
i nt roduced i n  t he House for any Members that w i sh to appear . I know th i s  i s  an unusual  request , 
ma i n l y  by the fact that i f  we do t h i s  we are defeat i n g  the purpose of the task force which went 
around and he l d  pub l i c  hearings . We spent a consi derab l e  anount of fund s ,  and t ime and effort by 
the task force members . An opportun ity was there, and now to al l ow someone to make a rebutt al of 
the i s sues i s ,  I t h i n k ,  i n  my v i ew,  real l y  tak i ng up a who l e  l ot of our ti me in the Leg i s l at ure 
when you can j u st wa l k  across the st reet and make a presentat i on to t he Government Leader who i s  
go ing  t o  be imp l ement ing  the report wh i ch wi l l  agai n requ i re the government ' s  cons i derat i on .  I 
h ave personal d i ff i cu l ty i n  i n v i t i ng someone at t h i s  l ate stage .  I wou ld  be  a b i t embarras sed i f  
someone were to  make a presentat ion  ot her t han to  the task force members who were anx i ous to  make 
t he i r  comments i mpl emented in their report . On that b a s i s ,  I cou l d  not g i ve unanimous consent . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr.  R i c h ard ) :  Thank you, Mr. Curl ey. For c l ar i f i cat i on ,  al t hough Mr . T ' Se le ie  requested 
unanimous consent , unanimous consent i s  not necessary, and on your po i nt , Mr . Curl ey ,  about a 
mot ion i n  t he Assemb l y ,  thi s i s  not required i n  t h i s  i n st ance because Mr. Kakfwi ' s  appearance as a 
wi tness does not come w i t h i n  that ru l e . Do any other Members have comments on Mr . T ' Sel e i e ' s  
request? Mr. Angot t i t auruq. 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ:  T h ank you .  I guess i f  we are go i ng  to make th i s  worth-wh i l e ,  we m i ght as wel l 
-- I wou l d  be prepared to h ave th at w i t ness come i n .  If we are g o i ng to make somet h i ng out of th i s  
regard l ess of how l ong  it wou l d  take -- we are here to do a duty and we are here to l i sten to 
pe0pl e ' s  coment s .  Th at person is one of the import ant peop l e ,  I b e l i eve ,  and I do not have any 
d i ff i c u l ty in h im comi ng i n .  
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CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Ri chard) : Thank you, Mr . Angottitauruq . To ass ist the Cha i r, would Members who are 
in  agreement that Mr . Kakfwi appear as a witness raise the i r  hands? Thank you . 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: ls there a motion? 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr. R ichard } :  No , it is just for the assistance of the Chair, Mr. Curley. M r .  
Sergeant-at-Arms, cou l d  we have Mr .  Kakfwi brought i n ,  pl ease? We  w ill take a formal count. Those 
i n  favour of Mr . Kakfwi appear i ng as a witness today i n  commi ttee of the whole on Tab l ed Document 
42-86 ( 1) raise their hands, p lease . Mr .  Clerk, would you do the count? Those opposed? 

HON . MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Po int of order. ( I naud i b le  comment) 

CHAIRMAN ( M r .  Richard): It is a good seat to be sitting in though ,  Mr . Bal l antyne . M r .  T'Seleie, 
it  is only w ith the pleasure of the commi ttee of the whole that w itnesses are i nv ited in  and I am 
afra i d ,  Mr . T' Sel eie, with the ind ication from Members present, that we are not going to have the 
opportunity to hear from Mr .  Kakfwi today. 

On Tabled Document 42-86 ( 1) we were, at the conclusion of busi ness 
Engl ish vers ion and i n  the Inukti tut version paragraphs 102 to 116.  
comnents w ith respect to the recommendations in this sect ion deal i ng 
office of the comm issi oners of aborigi nal languages? Mr .  T'Seleie .  

Office Of  The Commiss i oners Of Abor ig inal Languages 

yesterday, on page 29 in the 
Do Members have any speci f ic  

w ith the establishment of  the 

MR .  T'SELEIE: Mr. Chairman, maybe it is not a good thing to say but I do not want to waste 
anybody's time. I think that that part of the report is probably the most important part of the 
report and as I read the report I th ink the task force members were also th i nk i ng of the future, on 
how to ensure that government conti nues to act in order to enhance and protect aboriginal 
languages.  To my m i nd ,  that section of the report is the one that goes the farthest . In my mind,  
it  i s  the backbone of the report. Yesterday, the Government Leader sai d that based on what Members 
say today, the Executive Counci l coul d begin  to act on some of these recommendati ons and it i s  my 
v i ew that that part of the report should be acted on as soon as possible.  

I also want to say that being a b il i ngual person of this Assemb ly  and know i ng someth i ng of what i s  
required to enhance, protect and make aboriginal languages off i cial, that in read i ng the report I 
th i nk that the report i s  very good. It covers almost everyth ing that i s  requi red to accompl ish 
what those objecti ves are and I wanted other Members to know, those who do not understand the 
aborigi nal languages or do not speak them, fron my point of v i ew ,  that is the nature of the 
report . I wanted to say that. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Richard): Thank you, Mr . T'Selei e .  Further comments on th is  part? If  not, we could 
move to page 31 of the English vers i on,  paragraphs 123 to 130 i n  the Inuktitut vers i on where the 
task force recommends the establi shment of a M i n i stry of Aborigi nal Languages and Cultures, with 
recommendations as to how the M i n i ster is to be chosen and the establi shment of a Dene council and 
an Inuit counci l .  Do Members have any comments on these recommendations? M r .  Patterson . 

The M i n i stry Of Aboriginal Languages And Cultures 

HON. DENN IS  PATTERSON: Mr . Chairman , I would just like to maybe have a chance to clar i fy the 
poi nts I made yesterday. I believe that Mr .  Kakwfi has g i ven a press conference today i n  wh i ch he 
i nterpreted, perhaps, my remarks and those of some other Members as being agai nst the establ ishment 
of a M i n i stry dedicated to Aborigi nal Languages and Cultures. I guess I would l i ke to clar ify that 
I am not opposed to putt ing this  h igh pr i ority cl early in the office of a M i n i ster and I th i nk we 
should g i ve native language enhancement and development a h igher pr iority. 

I thi nk the two points I was trying to make were: Fi rst of all, we already have a m i n i stry i n  
place cal led the M i n istry o f  Culture and Communications and I th i nk i f  we are going to establ ish a 
more h igh profi le, more effective m i n istry to deal w ith aborigi nal l anguages and cultures, we 
shou l d  build on the existing portfoli o  of Culture and Commun i cations and not establish yet another 
m i n i stry w ith perhaps a ni nth M i n i ster or something l i ke that. The second area of concern I had 
was that I bel i eve education shou l d  be dealt w ith as a whole. I t h i nk it is d i fficu l t  to spl it off 
the abor ig i nal language and the Engl ish or French language needs of students . So, I guess my 
concern was w ith th i s  secti on .  If the m i n i stry proposed i s  to have education respons i b i lities and 
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i t  i nc l udes teacher trai n i n g ,  curr i c u l um development and adu l t  educat ion  w ith  respect to abor ig ina l  
l anguages , then  I wou l d  say -- I am not jeal ous about a M i n i stry of Educati on be ing  the  one  who 
shou l d  have these respon s i b i l i t i e s  b ut I wou l d  s ay i f  you are go ing  to take a major respons i b i l ity 
away from the i� i n i stry of Educat i o n ,  then g i ve the who l e  educat i on responsi b i l ity to t h i s  Mi ni ster 
of Abor i g i n al Languages  and Cul tures .  

My poi nt was I do not th ink  i t  i s  in  the i nterests of  students  to sp l i t  up the respon s i b i l ity for 
Eng l i sh l anguage  devel opment or French l anguage deve l o pment and abori g i nal l anguage devel opment . 
j ust t h i nk i t  w i l l  not work and I al so th i nk that whi l e  the task force recommended that 
respons i b i l i t i e s  cou l d  be  j o i nt between the M i n i ster of Educat ion and th i s new Mi n i ster, with al l 
respect to the task force,  when you have a j o i nt responsi b i l i ty ,  i t  i s  not c l ear who i s  u l t i mate ly  
account ab l e  to the  pub l i c  and the Leg i s l ature. 

Those are my comments bas ica l ly .  I t h i nk I understand the  i dea .  I t h i nk i t  is  a good i dea to g i ve 
i t  a h i g h  prof i l e  and to beef up perhaps the present Cul ture and Commun icat i ons M i n i stry .  I t h i nk 
if they are go i ng  to take educat i on respons i b i l i t i es they shou l d  have responsi b i l i t i es for the 
who l e  Department of Educat i on and not just pi eces of i t .  I hope that c l ar i f i es my pos i t i on .  It i s  
not real ly  agai nst the thrust of the recommendat i on b ut I t h i n k  organi zational ly  there may be 
prob l ems in imp l ement i ng what is recommended . I t h i nk the s p i r i t  of the recommendat i on i s  good and 
I t h i n k  the government w i l l  try to effect that ,  but I see admi n i strat ive  structural prob l ems,  at 
l east from where I s i t .  Thank you .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Ri chard ) : Thank you ,  Mr . Patterso n .  Further comments on the est ab l i shment of a 
m i n i stry. Mr.  MacQuarr i e .  

MR. MacQUARRI E :  I wou l d  ju st l i ke to c l ar i fy my comments a s  we l l  from yesterday. I d i d  s peak i n  
favour of the estab l i shment of a m i n i stry. However , i n  d o i ng that I d i d  say, and I wi sh to say 
agai n ,  that I recogni ze the ser ious  compl i c at i ons that ar i se i f  t h i s  part i cu l ar method of 
i nterrel ati ng w ith  a Department of Educat ion  were adopted and I certai n ly  g i v e  a l ot of credence to 
the k inds  of concerns t h at were expressed by t he M i n i ster of Educat i on . But , aga i n ,  hav ing  sa id  
that ,  I wou l d  l i ke to see the  government l ook ser ious ly  at estab l i sh i ng the k i nd of m i n i stry that 
i s  recommended and do i ng  what it can to el im inate the ki nds of probl ems that may ari se . 

CHAIRMAN ( M r .  R i chard ) :  Thank you ,  Mr. MacQuarrie .  Mr. Erk l o o .  

MR . ERKL00: ( Tran s l at i o n )  T hank you, M r .  Chairman .  A s  I stated ear l i er ,  I am i n  support of the 
recommendati ons of the task force and I bel i eve  that there has to be a M i n i ster for the abor i g i n al 
l anguages . Regard i n g  the comments that were made by Denn i s  Patterson , i f  the respons i b i l i ti es 
wou l d  be sp l i t  u p ,  I agree with  h i s  comments when he was tal k i ng about the respons i b i l i t i es b e i ng 
s p l i t  u p .  

I remember when I was empl oyed with the government i n  the early 1970s o r  maybe the l ater 1970s, a 
l ot of departments were respons i b l e  for the educat i on f i e l d .  I t  was the respons i b i l ity o f  Economic 
Devel opment and Touri sm and Educat i on as wel l .  The peop l e  who were tak i n g  apprent icesh ips  and so 
on were taken care of by the Department of Econom i c  Development and Touri sm ,  and the peop l e  who 
wanted to become soc i al 11orker s ,  they used to be the responsi b i l i ty of Soc i al  Servi ces . At that 
t ime I was an adu l t  educator in Pond I n let  and if anyone was to go to Fort Sm ith  to take courses 
because of the job they were go i n g  to ho l d ,  we were not too sure of whom we mi ght approach about 
the person who wou ld  be leav ing  to take the course.  Because of these prob l ems I stated , I th i nk 
there w i l l  be a l ot of probl ems ahead of us i f  the responsi b i l i ty of the abori gi nal l anguages 
M i n i ster wou l d  be al so some of the respons i b i l i ty of  the M i n i ster for Educat i on .  

Someone ment i oned that i f  the M i n i ster i s  not a n  abor i g i n al person, i f  i t  i s  a non-nat i v e  person, 
they wi l l  not be ab le  to represent u s .  I agree w ith  t h i s .  I strong ly  be l ieve they wi l l  not be 
ab l e  to represent us . So, because of the probl ems I have stated I am not too sure where I stand. 
I am tal k i n g  about the M i n i ster for abor i gi nal l anguages . Thank you . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  R i chard ) :  Thank you, Mr . Erk l o o .  

Shared Respons i b i l ity Between Departments 

MS EDNA EL IAS : Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. I am g o i ng to apo l o g i ze to the I n u i t  MLAs. Th i s  t ime I 
am speak i n g  i n  Eng l i sh because after wai t i ng al l day yesterday, I l ost everyth i ng I had stored i n  
my l i ttl e memory bank and I was fl ounder i ng for words i n  my nati ve l anguage. I wou ld  l i ke t o  point 
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out a couple of things to clarify what Elijah Erkl oo just said . We are trying to enhance 
development of curriculum on l anguage and cultural programs . I am sure that through local 
education or divisional school boards in the Baffin, Eastern Arctic teacher education programs, 
they must be aware that there have been great struggles and difficulties within those various 
departments in conjunction with the Department of Education to develop materials to teach our 
children in t he native languages . It also clearly is described on page 30 of the English version, 
what the responsibilities and the role of this ministry would be. The responsibility would be that 
program devel opment and pol icy planning be done jointly with the two departments. However, the 
delivery of education would not be affected nor will it be divided . The delivery of education will 
still be the responsibility of the Department of Education . Knowing from the past that although 
there was a lot of good intention on behalf of the Department of Education to devel opment of these 
programs, because they are not familiar with, or they do not have enough adequate staff nor perhaps 
the qualified staff to produce this material, that perhaps if we do it jointly with them that we 
may succeed.  That is all I have to say and my col l eagues would like to comment . 

MS ELIZABETH BI SCAYE: I am sorry to see that Mr. Patterson is not here, but I would like to 
mention something, that there is a memorandum of understanding between the Department of Education 
and the Department of Culture and Communications right now, that divide the language 
responsibilities. According to their memorandum of understanding these departments, along with 
other departments that are affected in terms of native languages, will meet on a regul ar basis in 
order to share information, provide for proper co-ordination of programs and services and develop 
approaches that ensure maximum use of avail able resources . Now if they could sign a memor andum of 
understanding like that where they share responsibilities between the two departments, I do not see 
why they could not do it with this ministry. 

MS F IBBIE TATTI: Again, in terms of dealing with the ministry and the shared responsibi lity, the 
concept of sh aring responsibility within this government is not a new one. In fact I would like to 
say that that h appens. An example of that is that if there was a devel oping project, t hen 
Renewable Resources would h ave to deal with the environmental protection side and the Department of 
Energy would have to look at the socio-economic impact of such a project . So the concept of shared 
responsibility is not a new one. 

Secondly, if you were getting a hunting lodge, then you would have to approach Renewable Resources 
again to have a licence to take people out hunting and to charge them. At the sarre time the 
Department of Tourism would have to give a lodging permit . So the concept of shared responsibility 
is not a new one here. As the task force members, when we were looking at the ways in which this 
could h appen,  in fact shared responsibil ity is sol ely in terms of education. So the concept of the 
shared responsibil ity  is not a new one here at al l .  It h appens quite regul arly. Mahsi. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard) : Thank you, Ms Tatti. Ms Cournoyea .  

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman, I believe sorre of the speakers from the task force who just finished 
speaking took some of the things that I wanted to say. Just to extend on that, I believe the 
intent of what is envi saged in t he Ministry of Abor iginal Languages and Cultures is to clearly 
define who is going to be responsibl e for what happens to the $16 million or the specia l assignment 
that we have. I know for a fact in any government system, there is always a concern that funding 
cou l d  be made available and it becomes swallo�1ed up in the whol e system somewhere along the line. 
Now we know the Department of Education has a certain al location for languages within the school 
system. And I t hink that is good and I think that has to be retained . But what this is suggesting 
is that there would be a Minister responsible particularly for what happens to the new incentive 
that we have and that it be used and measured from time to time by the two councils that will be 
set up. I do not see that is a difficult thing to accept. 

I realize that there might be· a little divergence away from that but the monitoring of funding that 
has come through for the expressed purpose of aboriginal l anguages -- someone has to take th at 
important matter under their wing and pay special attention to it . I really think that is what is 
being talked about here, that the Department of Education continue to do what it normal ly  does and 
with having these two task forces you will just have the added incentive to do a better job, and 
have a couple of other groups who are going to pay particular attention to the need to devel op the 
aboriginal l anguages working with them and making sure that these things h appen. I do not see what 
the difficulty is. In some regard we have that, in putting together the Hinistry of Cultures and 
Communications, because they have a funding as well that deals with these issues. 
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So I can support the intent of this and maybe when the Executive comes back they might find ways to 
save some money on maybe superstructures that might get too built up. But the intent here, as far 
as I feel -- it is very easy to recognize why it is put there and the need for it. Because 
certainly, we have not worked this hard in the system to get as far as we have in terms of 
languages, to have things sort of pilfered away gradual l y  within the system. Somebody has to 
monitor where the money is going and whether it is being effective. I can support this. Thank 
you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard ) :  Thank you. Mr. McCallum. 

Development Of Curriculum 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just want to echo what Ms Cournoyea has indicated 
and what I think the members of the task force have said. I do not be l ieve there should be any 
preparation on the part of the government here in rel ation to this. You have to keep in mind in 
all instances, that what is being proposed here is to deal with aboriginal languages and cul tures, 
just with those. In the example of the teacher training, the present TEP program is for people who 
have a facil ity in two native l anguages or more. Who better than people who speak that l anguage to 
be able to deve l op or work out a design to know what shou l d  be included in that program? They are 
only asking to deal with the Department of Education to develop those things. They are working in 
consultation, they are joint l y  responsible for the development of appropriate curricul ums for 
instruction in English c lassrooms where English is a second language. Again it seems only logical 
to me that since the track record has not been good in that, it shoul d  be done by peopl e who know. 

The people, for example on the task force who are here, they are all educators -- hopefully they 
will be involved. But they know how to go about it. They even know what should  be invol ved with 
it. I do not think there should be a difficulty with the government or the present Minister of 
Education because it seems to me that all they are asking for is to develop rel evant material so 
that there can be an appreciation of the difficulties and an appreciation of the languages and 
cultures of aboriginal peoples. They are not l ooking to take over the total delivery or 
development of education in the NWT, it is specific to one particular area. It seems to me that it 
can be done in here with what they are saying, so that nobody should  feel uneasy. There are 
examples of shared responsibi 1 ities in provincial jurisdictions in the field of education. There 
is a Ministry of Education but there is also a ministry of higher education in places. I do not 
have any difficulty. They are responsible in conjunction with the Department of Education to 
develop curriculums. 

The new ministry, in conjunction with the department, will be responsible for design and delivery 
of adult education based on aboriginal languages. It is jointly responsibl e with the Department of 
Education for the overal l design of the teacher education program and for the delivery, because 
those native people are invol ved with the teacher education program - - they have to be, in order to 
get into it. They are in consultation with the department, with councils, the two council s -- one 
or both of them, and I do not see where there is a difficulty here. I do not think the government 
should have any trepidation about following along with that. I believe, at l east that is the way I 
read it, that they are looking for everything based on their own aboriginal cultures and languages, 
not for the total delivery and that it is with the Department of Education, they are specific in 
saying that, it is not with the Minister of Education. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you, Mr. McCallum. Mr. Erkloo. 

MR. ERKLOO: ( Translation ) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank the witnesses for 
c larifying this concern that I had. I realize now that there will not be any probl ems about the 
structure of this Ministry of Aboriginal Languages and Cultures, I think some of us see it that 
the $16 mil l ion -- if there is a ministry set up I think that we know the $16 million would be gone 
in a very short time and they would have to have a Minister and they would have to have two deputy 
ministers. 

That is how I saw it before. I think we should not think about this. I f  we are going to implement 
these recommendations I think that native people would have to work really hard to implement this 
and set up a department and look at the departments that are set up now. I am going to use 
Education as an example. The MLAs do not usually worry about the funding and I am pretty sure that 
if they set up a department that this department would get some funding. So for this reason I will 
support this recommendation. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you, Mr. Erkloo. Mr. Gargan . 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. With regard to the establishment of a new ministry or a new 
Minister of Culture and Communications. I support this particular recommendation although perhaps 
maybe there should be some reservations made on who should be sel ecting this individual person. I 
would like to think that even non-native MLAs in this Assembly wou l d  have that option to chose who 
this person would be. It wou 1 d have to be someone who is best suited for the job. There are 24 
Members, and right now the Executive is  comprised of eight Members and we have one impartial person 
who is the chairman. So perhaps maybe there is an imbal ance here and getting a ninth Minister to 
deal specifically with aboriginal languages and cultures is someth ing  that I would l ook forward 
to. A lot of times we do have, even with the seven or eight Executives, probl ems on specific 
issues that address aboriginal people and we tend to be l ocked up in the bureaucracy from one 
department to another. Perhaps if we have specifically one person who deals with aboriginal issues 
that we could identify, perhaps maybe we would eliminate a lot of this frustration of addressing 
different Ministers that have responsibility in particul ar areas of abor i ginal interests. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you, Mr. Gargan. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Certain Decisions Should Be Made By Aborigina l People 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Without perhaps getting hung up on the specific 
structures that will result, it seems to me that what the task force members are saying and did say 
yesterday when we talked about it being a matter of control ,  enables us to isolate a particular 
principle. If that is the case, I certainly have no problem with that principle and it is this 
idea. That when a decision is made to give aboriginal languages status, official status in the 
Northwest Territories, and because of that when funds are allocated in order to effect that -- and 
we know that in the next several years there are significant funds from the federal government to 
help in the development of aboriginal l anguages and we suppose that beyond that time the Government 
of the Northwest Territories or the western or eastern governments or whatever wi 11 continue to 
have a component that is dedicated to aboriginal languages -- when that decision is made and the 
funding is allocated, I believe that what the task force members are saying is from that point the 
specific allocation of funds, the determination of programs, the setting of priorities among those 
programs and the implementation of thP.m, should be matters for which decisions are made by 
aboriginal people. If that is the principle that is  asserted as  I say, I have no objection. Not 
only no objection but I fully support that principle. If the government can support it then it is  
just a matter of trying to find out how you arrange an institutional structure that enables that to 
occur and if it is a rational one, I certainly will support it. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. Mr. Angotittauruq. 

MR. ANG0TITTAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I support this recommendation for a Minister of 
Aboriginal Languages and Cultures. I see no reason why someone would be opposing that. It is a 10 
year thing with $16 million and I am pretty sure someone who is named as a Minister to look after 
this position would have a lot of work because it seems 1 i ke a lot of work. For that reason alone 
it would take 10 years or there is a hope that it would take 10 years. So, I believe that the 
progress of the task has to be reported and how much is spent and I believe that it would be much 
eas i er if groups of peop le  were assigned to do it, as it is recommended. It would make it easier. 
It i s  reported that the Executive when they have meetings they are confidential. Fr001 my past 
experience in the small little settlements, they are beginning to try to come to this point. I 
myse 1 f have been to a 1 ot of community e 1 ected bodies. There are times, I be 1 ieve, myself, when I 
am stuck in two positions. Even though I have two different positions I am only one body and I 
cannot argue with myself and at that time I cannot make a decision properl y. I bel ieve that the 
Ministers have a number of positions that they look after. They work well with their advisers and 
their deputies and assistants. What is proposed here, I intend to support whole-heartedly because 
the Executive cou 1 d work together, but it is just that there are times when I disagree and there 
are times when I agree. 

For this purpose, if the Minister was chosen who a l ready had a position as being a Minister of 
another department, that is putting s ome workload -- I am not saying that the Ministers do not do 
their work. We are only human when we have too much work to do. Some days we just cannot make the 
right decisions especially when we have to sometimes make a decision for ourselves and for the 
other duties we have to perform. I guess it is very clear that no matter who is doing a very good 
job , in his position to do the ministerial work of aboriginal languages and cultures, there are 
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t i mes he has to commu n i c ate w i th  the M i n i ster respon s i b l e  for Renewabl e  Resources ,  the M i n i ster of 
Health and M i n i ster of Educat i on and every other M i n i ster. I just bel i eve that if there was one 
M i n i ster al l by himse l f ,  not on ly  that but w i t h  more of th i s  pos i t i o n ,  the work cou l d  be carr i ed on 
much eas i e r .  I guess i t  i s  al l I can say. I do not know how e l se to try and express it better and 
more understandab l e .  That i s  the way I understand it so I am in support of the recommendat i on .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  R i c hard ) :  Thank you, Mr . Angott i tauruq . Mr . ° Erk loo . 

Structure Of The M i n i stry 

MR . ERKLOO: Thank you, Mr . Chai rman. Under the structure of the m in i stry here in 1 )  it states : 
" The M i n i ster of Abor i g i nal Languages and Cu ltures w i l l  be chosen by the abor i gi n al Members of the 
Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y  from among themse l ves" . 

( Tran s l at i o n )  Read i ng t h i s  paragraph i n  Eng l i sh i t  says that the M i n i ster wi l l  be chosen by the 
Dene and the  I n u i t  people  among themsel ves but read i n g  the I nukt itut  vers i on it  states that the 
M i n i ster wi l l  be chosen by the government peop l e  and they wou l d  chose who the M i n i ster would be 
among the  government peo p l e .  Read i n g  i t  d irectly from the I nukt itut version the Government Leader 
and the M i n i sters that are el ected by the peop l e  and the I nu it  and the I n d i a n  peop l e  would  chose 
amongst themsel ves . Cou l d  somebody te l l  me if the I nukti tut vers i on is true or the Eng l i sh vers ion  
i s  true? Can  you te l l  me the d i fference i n  those,  pl ease? Thank you .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Ri c hard ) :  The Engl i sh vers ion  i s  the paragraph 1 )  on page 31 and I bel i eve  the 
I nukt itut  vers i on is paragraph 123( 1 ) .  

MS EDNA E L IAS : Perhaps i t  i s  j ust the fact that they have sa id  " an e l ected Member fran the 
government" wh i c h  shou l d  perhaps read "MLAs " .  It  i s  because of the i nc l us i on of the words "e l ected 
Member from the government " .  In  read i ng that sect ion  i n  the tran s l at i on it  excl udes a l l  the other 
Members that s i t  on t h i s  s i de  of the tab l e .  So I bel ieve ,  El i j ah ,  that there i s  that d i screpancy 
and I am g l ad you poi nted th i s  out to u s .  But the one we recommend is what i s  stated i n  the 
Eng l i sh vers i o n ,  the person being sel ected by the abor i g i n al Members of the Leg i s l at i v e  Assembl y 
not abor i g i na l  Members on th i s  s i de of the room. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  R i chard ) :  ls  that a sati sfactory expl anat i on ,  Mr . Erk l oo?  I have next, Mr. Wray. 

Respon§i b i l i ty For Preserv i ng Aborigi nal Languages 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr.  Chai rman . guess the reason i ng behi nd the creat ion of a 
m i n i stry and the reason why i t  was fe lt  necessary to have such a m i n i stry with  spec i f i c  
respons i b i l i t i e s ,  would be the fee l i ng that without t h i s  type of off i c i a l  stat u s ,  part i cu l arly 
w i t h i n  government , of a department tasked with th i s  purpose, probabl y  what would happen i s  that the 
respons i b i l i t i es wou l d  be spread throughout government departments and real l y  become l ost i n  the 
shuff l e .  They become just another government program that we just sort of carry on . I g uess the 
fee l i ng of the task force members was that if we are ser i ous -- and we not on ly  have to promote 
abor i g i na l  l anguages but we have to sort of go back and undo some of the damage that has been done 
-- then we very c l early need a department speci f i ca l l y  t asked for that purpose and mandated w i th  
that purpose.  

The concept is not ent i re l y  un ique because there are paral l e l s  that c an be drawn from other areas 
that have been gras p i ng w i th  l anguage probl ems for hundreds of years . I guess i n  the western wor l d  
and Europe the one country that has tr i ed to tack l e  i t  and h as fai l ed to th i s po i nt i n  t ime  i s  my 
own country, the Bri t i s h  I s l es .  On l y  i n  southern Irel and, whi ch i s  the Repub l i c  of Irel and, where 
offi c i al s tatus is gi ven to the Gael i c  l anguage and where i n  f act it i s  a part of the school 
curr i cu l um ,  is t h &t l anguage al i ve and wel l .  In northern Irel an d the l anguage is dead . I n  
Scot l and the same th i ng has happened . On ly i n  the far north of Scotl and i s  the l anguage now 
a l i v e .  In the bu l k  of Scot l and the l anguage i s  al so dead.  I t h i nk there are probably about 
100 ,000 Gae l i c  speakers out of f i ve  mi l l i o n  l eft . What has happened i n  northern Irel and and 
Scot l and i s  that Eng l i sh of course was a domi n ant l anguage and i n  Scot l and we were not afforded the 
l uxury of be i ng  eased out of the l anguage, i t  was a crime pun i sh ab l e  by death to speak our l anguage 
up unt i l  not that l ong ago .  Our l anguage was l eg i s l ated out of exi stence. 

When I was n i ne years o l d  I went to school on a Monday and was tol d that i t  was now i l l eg al to 
speak my m·m l anguage and for s i x  and a hal f weeks I was strapped every day because I spoke i t  
because i t  was the o n l y  t h i ng I knew how to speak . O f  course I had to l earn Eng l i sh and I sti l l  

0 
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cannot speak it that well. But what we have done and what has happened in Scotland is that there 
now has been a recognition that the language is dying and even our own people, the l owland Scots, 
cannot be trusted with the preservation of our own language. So that task has been given to the 
northern school boards, the Gaelic speakers themsel ves. They are the only ones who are responsib l e  
for the impl ementation of our own language. 

I think that the recognition has been in other jurisdictions that only those that speak the 
language and on ly  those that can understand the l anguage and only those that know the meaning of 
hav i ng a language, can really be charged with the responsibi 1 ity of preserving that 1 anguage. 
Otherwise it becomes another task. I have some very great sympathy for this approach and, quite 
frankly, based on history, it is about the only approach that is left because it is about the only 
approach that will work. I do not know quite how we are going to do it and I am sure there will be 
some negotiations that will have to take place as to who is responsible for what, but without this 
type of concept, without this type of profile, without this type of department which is 
specifically mandated, I do not think there is much chance of succeeding. So, I think that in 
general I am very supportive of this type of approach. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you, Mr. Wray. Ms Elias. 

MS EDNA ELIAS: Sorry, Mr. Chairman, I would like to point out one thing which is, if I am correct, 
I sense a little bit of misunderstanding on the funding aspect of this ministry, if I heard 
correctly from what Mr. Erkloo said, that this ministry would live on the $16 million. In our 
eyes, the $16 million is just a beginning. No department can live on $16 million and so we see 
that just as a beginning, perhaps to help start up this ministry. The $16 million as it is set 
out, is for five years. We do not want to see the ministry die after five years just because this 
money runs out. 

What we wou 1 d suggest is that this government budget for moneys for this part i cu 1 ar department 
within the very near future, perhaps for the next fiscal year, so that it is not eating up the $16 
million that could be usefully utilized in other areas to promote, enhance and develop aboriginal 
languages. I wanted to make that c l ear that we do not suggest that this ministry live on $16 
million alone. It is just a beginning. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Richard): Thank you, Ms Elias. Are there any further comments on the structure and 
duties of the ministry? Mr. Paniloo. 

MR. PANILOO: ( Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I do not know if I got this clarified. In  
the Inuktitut version, paragraph 124.2, it states that the Minister would have two responsibilities 
for Inuit and for the Indian and that there wi 11 be 10 members for each board and there wi 11 be 
o l der people, elders. I do not think I understand this section. The people from Baker Lake, 
Sanikiluaq and Kitikmeot do not understand one another's languages, didlects, but for us, some of 
us here are able to understand other people's dialects that are on this floor. For myself, I 
understand. I am about 40 years old and I do not read in English at all and I was born inland. 
Also, I do not understand Dene languages. Could you give me some clarification on this 124.2, what 
it means? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you, Mr. Paniloo. Who is going to respond for the task force? Ms 
Tatt i. 

MS FIBBIE TATTI: On page 31 it says we have a ministry that wil 1 have two councils. In order to 
get representation from the regions, from the native organizations, from the elders and from 
teachers of native languages, we have set up two council s. There would be an Inuit council and 
there would be a Dene council. On these two counci 1 s there would be three MLAs on each counci 1. 
The council consists of 10 members. Seven of these members will be from the communities, from the 
native organizations, from elders, from native educators, so that it has equal representation from 
the public as well as from the government. So there will be two councils, one for the Dene and one 
for the Inuit. If my explanation is not understood, we are here to do it again. 

Bilingual Programs Recommended For Both Primary And Secondary Schools 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you, Ms Tatti. Mr. Panil oo, did you need further explanation? Are 
there other comments with respect to the structure and duties of the ministry in this part? If 
not, if Members could turn to part six, education, and particularly to page 38 in the English 
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vers ion  and i n  the I nukti tut vers i o n ,  paragraphs 170 to 1 7 3 ,  where the task force recommends that 
the Educat i o n  Act should be changed to pro v i de for b i l i ngua l  programs i n  both primary and secondary 
schoo l s .  Do the Members have any comments on those part i cu l ar recommendat i ons? Mr .  Wray. 

HON . GORDON WRAY : I h ave one quest i o n .  One of the most common comp l ai nts that you hear , not on ly 
from non-nat ive  peop le  but from n at i ve peop l e  in  terms of l earn ing  the abor i g i nal l anguages , they 
q u i te frankly say that there i s  nowhere to go to learn i t .  I f  a non-nat i v e  person wants  t o  l earn a 
n at i ve l anguage -- where do we go to l e arn i t? There i s  not such an i n st itut ion  that ex i sts .  I am 
just  wonde r i ng how the members of the task force see address i ng that.  You tal k to some abor i g i n a l  
peopl e who a l so  want to  l earn t he i r  own l anguage i n  a much more structured and a muc h better way 
than the school system prov i de s .  How do we overcome that? 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  R i chard } :  Ms Tatt i .  

MS F I BB I E  TATT I :  At the reg i ona l  l evel  we expect that the l anguage centres wi l l  be abl e to 
fac i l i tate that .  However, with  the pl acement of the M i n i ster of Abori g i na l  Langu ages and Cu ltures,  
that can be taken care of at  that l eve l  as  wel l .  We tal k about the need for e l ementary programs 
and we have also stated that for adu l t  programs as wel l .  We a l so recommended that wherever w i th i n  
the government departments there was a c i v i l  servant who wanted to l earn,  he shou l d  have an 
opportun ity  to l earn the l anguage as wel l and i t  shou l d  be encouraged . We have had presentat ions 
from peop l e  who have requested a pl ace for that as we l l .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . R i chard } :  Ms El i as .  

N o  F ac i l ity At Which To Learn Nat i ve Language 

MS EDNA EL IAS : M r .  Wray, when we tr ave 1 1  ed throughout the Baffi n and Keewat i n ,  al though the I n u i t  
peop l e  are qu i te strong i n  their  l anguages i n  those two reg i ons as i n  compari son to my reg ion or 
the Western Arct i c  reg i on ,  we observed that they are al ready worr ied and concerned that the 
abor i g i nal  peop le  there m i ght beg in  to l ose their  l anguage as the ir  ch i l dren s l owl y beg in to m i x  
d i al ects or speak i n  Eng l i sh and Inukti tut at one t ime .  They are concerned that there i s  n o  
fac i l i ty -- al though adu l t  educ at i on centres are usual l y  av ai l ab l e  -- but there are no programs for 
non-nat i v e  peop l e  to enter l anguage courses to l earn the l anguage, to perhaps enhance one ' s  
l anguage.  Suggesti ons were strong ly  made that adult educat i onal programs b e  developed and put i n  
p l ace through adu l t  l earn ing  centres to cater to the needs of these peop l e .  Does that answer you , 
Gordon? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  R i chard ) :  Thank you, Ms E l i as .  Mr . Wray. 

Speakers Not Necessari l y  Teachers Of A Language 

HON.  GORDON WRAY : Yes , i t  does , because I know in my own area, for examp l e ,  that even k i d s  1 9 ,  20 , 
2 1  and 22  -- a l ot of them cannot speak the i r  own l anguages very wel l .  What we are f i nd i ng on the 
street is that at the younger l eve l s ,  and even up into  the 20s now , there i s  a sort of p i dg i n  form 
of l anguage, whi ch i s  a mi xture between Eng l i sh and Inukt itut ,  that real l y  is not understood by 
e i ther group . There i s  a concern that we are al ready head i ng down the path where nei ther l anguage 
i s  go ing  to be l earned very wel l and the prob l em seems to be that there i s  nowhere to go to learn 
the l anguage proper l y  because I t h i n k  there i s  a fa l l acy that exi sts whi ch i s  that because th i s  
person speaks the l anguage, they can al so teach i t .  I t h i nk that that i s  a wrong assumpt i on that 
has been made. It was sometimes made part icu l arly wi th the c l asiroom assi stants i n  the school s ,  
that j ust because they happen t o  speak the l anguage they c an al so teach i t .  I d o  not think  that i s  
a t r ue assumpt i o n .  I t h i n k  teach i n g  t h e  l anguage i s  very much di fferent from having the ab i l i ty to 
speak that l anguage. 

We are a lready see i ng s i gns in the Keewat i n  in a major way that that i s  occurr i ng .  I th i nk there 
i s  a des i re by peop le  to l e arn but the prob l em seems to be that r i ght now there i s  nowhere to go to 
1 earn . Th at was the only concern I was expres s i ng .  The task force answers that they see adu l t  
educat i on and regi onal l anguage centres f i  1 1  i n g  that gap.  My only prob l em i s  that we d o  not have 
too l ong . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Richard ) :  Thank you ,  Mr . Wray. Ms Look . 
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MS SUSAN LOOK : I am real l y  happy to see that Gordon Wray sympat h i zes w ith  them losi ng th e i r  
l angu age . I am from the Loucheux l anguage area where we are told by the bureaucracy there i s  no 
need for Loucheux i nterpreters because nobody can understand it anyway. Th i s  i s  why we say there 
has to be a m i n i stry and if  you do not go for the mi n i stry, I hope you f i n d  it in  your hearts to go 
for the two l anguage comm i s s i oners who w i l l  push to get the l anguages go ing  agai n .  Th i s  i s  where 
we see the m i n i stry f i t t i n g  i n  bec ause when the mi n i stry i s  establ i shed an d the counc i l s  are there, 
the counc i l s  are go ing  to adv i se these peop l e  of the best way to get our l anguage back and h o�, to 
imp lement i t .  Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Ri chard ) :  Thank you, Ms Loo k .  Are there further comments on t h ese part i c u l ar 
recommendat ions  deal i n g  with  the estab l i shment of bi l i ngual  programs? Mr . MacQuarr i e .  

MR.  MacQUAR R I E :  Yes , I am l oo k i n g  at i tem four, goal s for a b i l i ngual  educat i on system, on page 39 
of the Eng l i s h vers i o n .  I have a quest i on for the member . . .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  R i chard ) :  Excuse me, Mr .  MacQuar r i e ,  i f  I cou l d  just  cl ar i fy for the Inu it  Members, 
the part Mr. MacQu arr i e  i s  referring to now on page 39 of the Eng l i sh v er s i o n  i s  paragraphs 174 to 
179 of the I nukt itut ver s i o n .  Go ahead, Mr . MacQuar r i e .  

MR . MacQUARR I E :  I have a quest i on for the members of the task force . The st atement i s  made t h at 
students a l s o  w i l l  be competent i n  the trad i t i onal  sk i l l s  and cul tures to the extent of bei ng abl e ,  
i f  they choose , t o  make a l i v i n g  from t h e  l and - - s k i l l s  they have l earned through the educat ion  
system and the home. Co u l d  I ask j ust for some el aborat i o n  from members on what was i ntended 
there? It  seems to me t h at i f  i n  a school system an aim is to make peo p l e  competent to the point 
where they could earn a l i v i n g ,  that wou l d  consume a fai r amount of time i n  a pub l i c  school system. 
I wou l d  l i ke to ask whether t h at woul d  not be seen as detr i mental to l e arn i n g  in other areas,  or 
were they th i n k i ng at some poi nt of perhaps " stream i n g "  and see i ng t h at cert a i n  studen t s  may not be 
academical l y  i n c l i ned and i t  m i ght be better for them to be spen d i ng more t i me  in those areas? I 
wou l d  just l i ke that area c l ar i fi e d .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Ri c h ard ) :  M s  Tatt i .  

Many Young Peop l e  I n  A State Of L i mbo 

MS FIBBIE  TATT I :  When we went to the Dogr ib commun i t i e s ,  that po i nt was brought home very, very 
strongly to us by a l ot of the e l ders that what was happe n i ng with i n  the educ a t i on system ri ght now 
i s  that there were a l ot of young peopl e  between the ages of 15 to 19 t h at were in a state of 
l i mbo. They are the fut ure of the Dene peop l e  and what i s  happen i n g i s  that they are not proper ly  
equi pped i n  ei ther wor l d ,  to  succeed i n  e i ther pl ace . What they are s ay i n g  i s  that i n  terms of 
start i n g  programs, on-the-l and programs , that that c an be ful l y  devel oped to i n c l ude sk i l l s  that 
can be transferred in both c u l tures and t h at that wou l d  enab l e  the youth to be abl e to cal l on 
those s k i l l s  if necessary. What they are say i ng i s  t h at we are i gnor i n g  t h i s  group and the b i ggest 
problem they have is trying  to address that prob l em ,  that there is a l arge majority of young peop l e  
that are not s k i l l ed t o  succeed e i ther i n  the western wor l d  or i n  the Dene or I n u i t  wor l d .  What i s  
happen i ng i s  that the educat i on system, the way i t  i s  wor k i n g  ri ght now, i s  detrimental t o  these 
peo p l e .  So, what we are creat i n g  i s  a state of l i mbo for these young peo p l e .  We t r i e d  to address 
t h at by saying t h at there are ways to i n c l ude trad i t i onal s k i l l s  that c an be academical l y  sound and 
t h at we sho u l d  try to br i dge the two. That was one of the b i ggest concerns that they h ad ,  that we 
had to address that area. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Ri chard ) :  Thank yo u ,  Ms Tatt i .  Mr . MacQuarr i e .  

MR . MacQUARR I E :  Yes , that rai ses the quest i on of the purpose of a publ i c  school system and whi l e  I 
very much sympat hi ze with the point  o f  v i ew t h at Ms Tat ti j ust expressed,  I ,  in making comments to 
the government , woul d  be very caut ious  about g o i ng too far i n  t h at d i rect i o n .  There i s  the d anger 
t h at if the i ntegrat i on were not c l ever l y  effected, you co u l d  have peop le  w ind ing  up  not b e i ng 
competent ei ther way. There s imply may not be enough t ime to devote to teaching  trad i t i ona l  
s k i l l s ,  so  that they are not  real l y  competent , and  there may not  be  enough t i me to  devote to  other 
types of l earn i n g ,  so that they are not real l y  competent i n  those as wel l .  

Trad i t i ona l  Land Ski l l s  Not Essent i a l Part Of Aborigi na l  Cu ltures 

R i ght l y  or wrong ly ,  in the western education system for many years it has been fe lt  that general l y  
a publ i c  educat i o n  system i s  not for spec i f i c  job sk i l l s trai n i n g ,  at l east for younger peo p l e ,  but 
r ather to attempt general l y  to en l i ghten young peo p l e ,  to dev e l op th e i r  capac i ty for enqu i ry and 



- 1274 -

certainly teaching a number of skills that they will need to use in l ater life, but with respect to 
traditional land skills th at, in my opinion -- and I could stand to be criticized for this -- but 
in my opinion, that is not an essential part of aboriginal culture. Language and many other 
aspects are what I would call essential parts, whereas the method of earning a living at any given 
time in history depends very much on the circumstances that a people finds itself in at that time 
in history and methods of earning a living change as t he world changes. 

I suppose it is not a very good example but with respect to  f arming on the prairies at one time 
there were particular methods of earning a living and those have disappeared because the world has 
changed. If we look at the tot al Japanese culture, there have been very significant changes over 
the past 100 years in the methods of earning a living and yet the essence of Japanese culture, the 
distinct identity of Japanese peop le ,  despite the fact that they are involved in high tech and 
heavy industry, those things about their cul ture are stil l very much intact . They are still very 
much Japanese. So, again, I would merely say to the government that in considering the 
recommendations I, for one, would ask them to be cautious in how they address that particular 
matter. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. Mr. Wray. 

Lack Of Unanimity Among Native People 

HON. GORDON WRAY: I will not be addressing the government, I guess, as an MLA but this is the one 
area where there appears to be a lack of unanimity among native peopl e  themsel ves. In my area, and 
in other areas in fact, there is a school of thought among native people that those 1 and skil l s  
shou l d  be taken out o f  the educational system . I guess what the thought is, is that when I think 
of culture I think of music, I think of history, I think of legends, I think of poetry. To me, 
that is the essence of culture. That is how you preserve your identity. In that area we have 
failed miserabl y  because those are the areas where we coul d  incorporate in an academic way the 
history and culture of the North into the school curriculum. Instead of doing that -- and it was 
brought home to me just recently when I moved my children from the E astern Arctic over to 
Yellowknife and put them into school here. The kids here k new nothing about the Eastern Arctic, 
they knew nothing about the North. My own kids knew nothing about the West. There is no history 
curriculum of the North in the northern schools. In their music curriculum there is nothing about 
the traditional music, there is nothing about the traditional legends. None of that is 
incorporated into their school curricul um, which could be done. It could be done in such a way as 
to make it academically possible for those children to l earn, in an educated way, their culture. 

Contrast Between Skil l And Culture 

Where I sort of depart is that the ability to fish, the ability to .hunt, the ability to drive a dog 
team, the ability to survive on the land is not culture, it is a skil l .  It is a skill that has 
been acquired over centuries. About 20 or 25 years ago it was necessary to know how to drive a dog 
team. Now it is necessary to know how to fix a snowmobile. Twenty years ago or 30 years ago it 
was necessary to know how to make a tent out of skins. Now it is necessary to know how to pitch a 
nylon tent. These are skills. 

Newfoundlanders are not taught how to fish in the school system. Scots are not taught how to farm 
in the school system. Those are skills, specific skills. Now, I can see the problem inasmuch as 
we cannot expect all of our children in the school system to be academically qualified. There is a 
point in time, and we are looking at it around grade seven or grade eight, where there is a desire 
by parents that their children do learn the way of the land because the land has much more meaning 
than just a place to go to fish or go to hunt. The l and is sometimes a release for people, it is a 
mental thing. What I say is that one of the problems with the education system and one of the 
problems with government trying to promote culture is that we have taken too much away from the 
family. We have taken too much away from the parents. If the school system is responsible for 
teaching children their language, teaching them their culture and now teaching them the skills of 
how to survive, then my question is, what is the parents' role? Where are the parents in this 
whole scheme? 

Skills Should Be  Learned Outside School System 

What we are saying is that the government is going to do everything and you just sit at home and we 
will look after your children for you. I say, no, that is wrong. There has to be a saw-off, there 
has to be a recognition that perhaps those skills should be passed along by the older people 
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outside of the educati on system but in  an educated way. And that is, if the parent decides that 
his child in grade seven or grade eight really -- his leanings are toward the land and his future 
is goi ng to be some form of subsistence living off the l and and mixing it with wage employment, 
then what we should have is specific land schools. Schools set up on the l and, staffed by o l der 
people, where those children go to learn those skills but do not mix them w i th  the academic 
education because what is happening, and one of the many complaints that we are getting, and Mr. 
MacQuarri e h igh 1 i ghted it, is that we are trying to do too much for everybody and the prob lem is, 
we are not doing enough. 

We touch a little bit on each area but we do not touch enough so that somebody is well-grounded in 
any one feature. I think this is where you are getting - - the witness used the words "in limbo". 
In the Keewatin we call them "the walkabouts", about 700 of them between the ages of 17 and 24 who 
f i t  neither world. They are not confident enough to survive in the modern wage English society but 
they are also not confident enough to survive in the traditional society because they have not been 
given the skills to survive in ei ther society. 

Separate Institutions To Teach Skills 

So, what I am saying is that I think, and I guess the technical word is " streaming" ,  at some point 
i n  t ime around grade seven or grade eight there has to be a decision made to move those children to 
a speci fic task and if there are going to be traditional skills taught and taught by government 
legislation and taught by government mandate, then there have to be separate institutions to teach 
those skills. I do not think that they can be taught in the academic institutions. That way 
people can have a clear choice as to what area they would like to pursue. Sometimes, and I know I 
have dealt with my own education society on the cultural inclusion program, somehow as a government 
or somehow we have convinced people that what being Inuit means is knowing how to build a komat ik 
or how to build with a snow knife. I f  you know how to do that then you are Inuit and I am saying 
that is wrong, that is terribly wrong because anybody can learn to build a komati k. I can build a 
komatik, I can go out hunting, I can do those things but I am not an Inuk and never will be an 
Inuk. Anybody can be taught those skills and let ' s  not mix the two up. Culture i s  very different 
from skills. They are two very different things. Skills may form a part of the culture but 
culture is much, much more than traditional skills and I think that is why we have fooled ourselves 
over the years because if you l ook at the money that we allocate to the education societies for 
what is called cultural inclusion, what it does is to pay for trips down to the land once or twice 
a month to hunt caribou. That is not culture but somehow people now think that i s  what we mean by 
culture and I am saying no, that is a terrible mistake we are making if we think that. Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard ): Thank you, Mr. Wray. Do Members have further comments on these 
recommendations regarding changes to the Education Act and targets and goals for the education 
system? Ms Tatt i .  

MS FIBB IE  TATTI: When we made these recommendations there were five of us on staff that are 
educators. Educators of the language and to some degree culture because we are talki ng about a 
perspective of people, perspecti ve that peop l e  have of themselves. We talked about the integrated 
approach and we talked about, for an example, on a rabbit unit, you would tell them how to set 
snares but they would have to write a report , they would have to sequentially put it together, they 
would have to be fluent to be able to speak that way to talk about the process. We looked at thi s 
area very carefully. We have made the choices that we did here as educators and as speakers of the 
languages. 

This area is an area that we concentrated on very hard. We talk about traditional skills and here 
again it is really, really difficult for me to come between -- what I want to say, it i s  really 
difficult because we are not making educated guesses here, we are saying that, from our 
perspective, this might be the best way to go. Our ability to speak English does not necessarily 
always provide us w i th the abi 1 ity to express ourselves as  clearly as we want and here is an 
example of that. If we put it like that, it i s  semantically not sound for the Members and that is 
fine but we want people to be very clear that we have seriously considered thi s  area and that we 
have made our decis ion in  regard to this particular area as educators and as speakers of  the 
language and this i s  the position that we went with. So, maybe the word "skills" i s  not the right 
word but that is the decision that we came up with and that is the route that we thought would be 
necessary to help these limbo-state people. 
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CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  R i c h ard } :  Thank yo u ,  Ms Tatt i . I t h i nk i t  i s  important that you poi nted that out , 
g i ven the d i scuss i o n .  Are there further comments on these recommendati ons deal i ng with the 
Educat i o n  Act ,  educat i o n  system, its targets and goal s?  Mr . Erk l o o .  

M R .  ERKLOO: ( Tr an s l at i o n )  Thank you, Mr . Chairman . I j u s t  want t o  tel l you a short story. was 
young mys e l f  once. When my fami l y  and mys e l f  moved to Ottaw a ,  our o l dest ch i l d  was not yet a year 
o l d  when we moved to Ottawa and we had two more chi l dren whi l e  we were l i v i n g  in Ottawa. As our 
c h i l dren grew up down i n  Ott awa they cou l d  not speak I nukt itut so  they spoke i n  Eng l i sh and they 
thought they were from the South ori g i n al l y .  As we went back t o  the B af f i n  area that was my 
trad i t i ona l  home and started t a k i ng my c h i l dren out on the l an d  to go hunt i n g  and f i s h i n g  with  
them , you shou l d  have  seen me  at  that t i me because I used to get  real l y  frustrated with  my ol dest 
ch i l d .  I thought he shou l d  know the Inu it  c u l t ure and I was gett i n g  frustrated that he d i d  not 
know hi s cu l ture . I wanted h i m  to know h i s  own cu l t ure and I knew that he d i d  not know hi s own 
cu l ture so I found i t  very frustrat i n g .  

Parents Not Al ways T h e  Best Teachers 

As parents we are not al l very good educators to our c h i l dren, espec i al l y to our own chi l dren or 
rel atives . I was to l d  by a whi te l ady when she was l earn i ng how to drive and she was trying to 
teach her husband to l e arn how to drive but her husband was j u s t  gett ing  upset with her . No matter 
what tr ad i t ion  you have, you wi l l  a l ways be frustrated w i t h  your cl ose rel at i v e s .  I t h i nk for t h i s  
reason w e  shou l d  teach the trad i t i on and we know that young peo p l e  w i l  1 want t o  become doctors o r  
Members o f  the Leg i s l at i v e  Assembl y .  They wi l l  grow u p  t o  d o  somet hing  but there w i l l  b e  some 
young people that wi l l  grow up to be hunters and they w i l l  have to know what to do on the l and .  I 
t h i n k  there sho u l d  be a p l ace where t h i s  i s  taugh t ,  not j u s t  i n  the homes. I agree with  what Mr . 
Wray had to say and I j u st wanted to comment on thi s .  Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN ( M r .  Ri chard ) :  Thank you, Mr . Erk l o o .  Mr . Wray . 

Estab l i sh Schoo l s  On The Land 

HON . GORDON WRAY : I want just to c l ar i fy. What I was sayi ng was not to get rid of it but what has 
bothered me for a l on g ,  l ong t i me is the p i t i ful  amount o f  dol l ars  that we give educat ion  soc i e t i e s  
f o r  what we c a l l  c u l t ural  i nc l u s i on .  To me i t  i s  n o  more than a token gesture . The money cannot 
do anyth ing  i n  a me aningful  way if we are real l y  seri ous about i t .  What I am saying i s  that if the 
deci s i o n  i s  that for a certain el ement of a school popul at i on the desire is to l earn trad i t i on al 
ski l l s , one of wh ich  i s  surv i v al on the l and -- to hu n t ,  to trap ,  t o  f i sh - - then we sho u l d  do i t  
s o  that i t  i s  a l e arni ng process and done in  a mean i ngful  way. I am ser i ous when I say that 
perhaps you shou l d  l ook at estab l i sh i ng schoo l s  on the l and where peop l e  go to be taught that. If 
somebody wants to be a trapper nowad ays then there are very sc i enti f i c  methods to trapp i n g  that can 
perhaps be better than the o l d  ways. There i s  no reason why those cou l d  not be i ncorporated and 
taught on the l and . But l et us not fool ourse l ves that the c u l tural i nc l u s i on program and the 
$30 , 000 a year that we g i v e  B aker Lake i s  goi ng to do anyt h i ng mean i ngful , because it i s  not.  It  
pays for maybe one or two tr i p s  onto the l and for a c l ass to see somebody shoot one caribou.  They 
are not g o i ng to l e arn too much from that .  That i s  what I am try i ng to s ay .  Separate, but not to 
downgrade one but to upgrade bot h .  Let u s  put them i n  the i r  proper pl ace and l et us  d o  i t  i n  a 
mean i ngful way. That i s  what I am trying to s ay .  I have troub l e  with  Eng l i sh too somet ime s .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  R ichard } :  Thank you , Mr .  Wray. I note that w e  are now d i sc u s s i ng something  that i s  
spec i f i c al l y  referred to i n  the Eng l i sh vers i on on page 40 under the t i t l e  "D i fferent Learn i ng 
Styl es"  and i n  the Inukti tut vers i on ,  from paragraph 183 but part i c u l arly  187 . Mr .  MacQuarr i e .  

M R .  MacQUARR I E :  I wou l d  just l i ke t o  make cl ear that i f  there were an alternat i v e  system l i ke that 
that I wou l d  be much more support i ve of that. That i f  after a period of time in school i t  became 
apparent that some student s  wi l l  be more sui ted for- a l i fe on the l an d ,  then do i t  i n  a mean i ngful 
way. I wou l d  hope after they have had a chance to absorb general l earn i n g  that i t  wo u ld  be to 
their  benef i t  l ater on . I f  that k i nd of trad i t i onal l an d  school were a lso  l i nked i n  some way with 
l e arni ng other sk i l l s t h at may be useful in  a pract i c a l  way in their commun i t i es ,  such as wi ri ng 
homes or smal l mai nten ance or someth i ng l i ke that - - what I am say i ng i s  that i f  the l and school 
d i d  not occupy al l the t i me but you had pract i c a l  s k i l l s ,  tr a i n i n g  for community l i fe in other ways 
comb i ned with a program l i ke that, yes ,  I wou l d  be very support i v e  of that.  My main concern was at 
the s ame t i me tryi n g  to do two quite di fferent t h i ngs , then maybe do ing  neither v ery wel l .  That i s  
what I wou l d  be concerned about . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Richard ) :  Ms Tatt i .  
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Look At Existing Programs Elsewhere 

MS FIBBIE TATTI: On page 40, one of the suggestions that we had was that there are on-the-land 
programs outside of Canada in Greenland and on-the-land programs there and that l ast paragraph on 
page 40 under the different l earning sty l es ,  one of the suggesti ons that I think we had in mind is 
that the Greenland approach to on-the-l and immersion programs might be an exc e l l ent opportunity for 
people that are involved in developing programs that are cu l tural l y  relevant to take a l ook at that 
program and see how it is being done. We have made suggestions stating that if we c annot find the 
answers here, m aybe it is time to look elsewhere where existing programs are successful and are 
recognized as part of the school curricul um .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Richard): Mr .  MacQuarrie .  

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you . I had underlined that in my copy and note that it is possibly a very 
good idea. I did note that on that same page there is a little bit of an irony , I thought, that 
underscores what Mr. Wray was pointing out earlier. That is when teachers in one community want to 
take their students out on the land, for exampl e ,  the Department of Education said they had to stay 
on the school grounds for the school day and could not use the school bus to take students outside 
the community. That is perhaps where you are getting a little of this and a little of that and 
really not anything at all. I just wanted to observe that on the same page as well. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. Are there further comments on these 
recommendations? If not, if we could turn to the last part of the education part dealing with 
adu lt education and particularly there is a recommendation of the task force on page 44, and in the 
Inuktitut version it is paragraph 215,  where the task force is recommending that adult education 
programs be developed for drop-outs along the l ine of a model in Green l and. Comments on this 
specific recommendation? If not, we can turn to the next part of the report. 

Part seven, interpreting and translating. There is a recommendation on page 
version , and in the Inuktitut version it is paragraph 226, where the task force 
government recognize interpreting and transl ating as professional occupations. 
on this specific recommendation? Mr. T'Seleie. 

Interpreters And Transl ators Recognized As Professionals 

45 of the English 
recommends that the 
Are there coITTTients 

MR. T'SELEIE: Mr. Chairman, one of the recommendations in here is to recognize interpreting as a 
professional occupation and to recognize the value that it provides citizens and to classify and 
compensate interpreters accordingl y .  In my view, it is an important recommendation. I think that 
for the government to get good interpreters is going to cost money and I do not know what a French 
interpreter would be paid but I woul d  recommend that the government look at how interpreters are 
classified , etc., in other places in order to classify and compensate them properly. I think that 
in that area, thi ngs are not starting from scratch. In Canada, anyway, there are English and 
French translators and the government could maybe copy some of what appl ies to this part of it. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you , Mr .  T'Seleie . Are there any other comments on interpreting/ 
translating , part seven? If not, we c an move to part eight, within the GNWT. There is a 
recommendation on page 47 of the English version, and in the Inuktitut version it is paragraph 239, 
where the task force recommends that the government employees be encouraged to voluntarily learn 
the aboriginal languages. Are there comments with respect to this recommendation? Mr. Wray. 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Thank you. I see a recommendation in here that, as a naive MLA, I made because 
I did not have to worry about where the money was going to come from. On page 48 it says that in 
advertising positions , the Department of Personnel shou l d  indicate when the ability to speak an 
aboriginal language is a y,equirement or is desirable and jobs which require aboriginal language 
ability shou l d  be adverti sed i n  the appropriate l anguage . It does not address it specific ally but 
to me,  if -- and I guess this really deals with the program areas of government where your job 
requires you to deal with the publ ic -- to me, if the requirement that you have an aboriginal 
language is necessary, or it is desireable , then I have always thought that that requirement should 
also be compensated for because it is just as much a requirement as a degree in social work or a 
degree i n  education or some other kind of qualification that you need for the job. 
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Ability To Speak English Should Be Compensated 

I guess I am asking the task force, do they see that in fact that should be so, that in fact the 
ability to speak that language should be compensated for just like any other qualification , because 
we classify jobs based on qualifications? The higher the qualifications the more money you get . 
The higher the classification the more money you get. Conversely, interestingly enough, if in fact 
that job requires you to be in Yellowknife and you have to deal with an English-speaking public, if 
you happen to be bilingual, if you happen to be a native person who speaks English, then perhaps 
shoul d  there not be recognition of the fact that English is also a qualification? 

We seem to take it for granted that everybody speaks English and we are not going to recognize 
that. Well, perhaps there are some unilingual people out there who would learn English if they 
knew they could get a job which woul d pay them for that. That is al ways something that has 
bothered me. We always seem to cake for granted that English has to be the base qualification. We 
take for granted that native people can speak English. Why should we take that for granted? Why 
should a unilingual person in one of the small communities have to learn English? If English is 
required for the j ob and English is put down as a qualification and they have the ability to speak 
English and it is not the native tongue, then why should that not be compensated for? I do not 
know. I just ask the task force on this one what their thoughts are on that. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Mr . Wray is referring to the recommendation on page 48. In the Inuktitut 
version it is paragraph 252, cal ling for a review of the job classification system. Do one of the 
members of the task force wish to respond to Mr. Wray's query? Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Maybe to simpl ify my question. When the task force suggests that the ability to 
speak an aboriginal language through the government's classification system be recognized, what 
they are saying is that we shou l d  recognize it financially. Is that what they mean when they say 
"through the cl assification system " ?  I think that is what they mean but I am not sure. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard ):  Thank you, Mr. Wray. Ms Biscaye. 

MS ELIZABETH BISCAYE: What we are referring to in that is those peopl e  who hold positions that 
have direct dealings with the native peopl e, especial ly in the smaller communities, 1 ike social 
service workers where they have to deal with the community people, not just those people who speak 
English but those non-English-speaking people, like the elders. That is the kind of position that 
we are referring to, where it would  be good to have a native l anguage. Does that answer your 
question?  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard ): Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: No. What I am asking is, is the task force saying that we should also recognize 
the employees financia l l y? In other words, should there be extra money for the position if in fact 
an aboriginal language is  a requirement of the j ob? Should there be compensation for that 
qualification just as we compensate for other qualifications like degrees or whatever? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Ms Tatti. 

MS FIBBIE TATTI: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): You have your answer, Mr. Wray. Are there further comments on these 
recommendations having to do with government employees? Mrs. Lawrence. 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will just make a short comment. Recognizing the 
language and giving the language allowance, my understand ing of that is that in some positions in  
the smaller communities, some of those positions and job descriptions have to be classified so that 
aboriginal language is recognized. Based on that, then they should be given an allowance. That is 
what I understood. Am I correct in thinking that? 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Richard): Ms Elias. 

Members Of Di fferent Unions Compensated Differently 

MS EDNA ELIAS: You are correct, Eliza. In talking to teachers who have gone through the teacher 
education programs and also talking to classroom assistants we found in some areas or in some 
communities, although the native teacher may be able to very well deliver instruction in the native 
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language, because they have a classroom assistant the classroom assistant de l i vers the native 
language instruction as well and there is ,  we noticed - - and it was poi nted out to us quite clear ly  
by these two groups of employees -- just because they belong to different uni ons one group of 
employees was getting the l anguage allowance and one was not when both of them were doing the same 
dut ies .  I t  would a l so affect perhaps other employees who have to work with the l anguage . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Richard ) :  Thank you, Ms Elias. Mrs. Lawrence . 

MRS . LAWRENCE : Thank you , Mr. Chai rman . So once we pass this  and implement it, some of the job 
descr ipti ons w ill have to be reclassi f i ed and for some areas they have to  specify -- i f  i t  is 
Snowdr i ft then i t  has to be someone who speaks the language, I would support that. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Richard ) :  Thank you , Mrs . Lawrence . I want to indicate for Members of the committee 
that we have made a commitment to continue with our consi deration of this document until we fi nish 
i t .  We are not going to take an adjournment but we have arranged for snacks, foodstuffs, to be i n  
the Members' lounge next door for Members and for witnesses , for that matter, if  Members wish to 
l eave in sma l l  groups, or for the interpreters or the Hansard staff downstairs. Ms B iscaye. 

MS ELI ZABETH BISCAYE: If Mrs . Lawrence will look at paragraph four of that same thing, that i s  
exactly what the task force recommended -- that a review of the job classi fi cation system be done 
by the Department of Personnel . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Richard) :  Thank you . Are there further comments on these recommendati ons deal ing 
with the government emp 1 oyees of the GNWT? Further on page 48 there i s  a recommendation at the 
bottom of page 48, and in the Inuktitut version it  is paragraph 256 , where the task force 
recommends maps be revised regularly to reflect changes or the adopt i on of abori ginal names. Are 
there any spec i f i c  comments w ith respect to that recommendation? Mr. Erkl oo . 

Place Names On Maps 

MR . ERKLOO: (Transl ati on) Firstly, I wou l d  l ike to say I really support the last d i scussi on we had 
on the floor concerning the employees of the government, the natives. Also , the maps, place names 
and maps . It would be very good i f  you could place the names in the maps in  Inuktitut. For 
i nstance , in our community some of the lands have names in  both Inuktitut and Engl ish. For 
example, there are two places called Quarnak and Nallua and both of them also have names in 
English . When a white person mentions e ither pl ace by the i r  name , I would not know what pl ace he 
is talk ing about . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Ri chard) : Thank you, Mr . Erkloo . Are there any further comments on these 
recommendations? If not, if we cou l d  turn to the next part. Part nine, outside the Government of 
the Northwest Terr i tories ,  on page 50 of the English version and in the Inukti tut version 
paragraphs 266 to 270. There are recommendations of the task force dealing w ith federal 
jurisdictions, particul arly the air transport committee, calling on the a ir  carriers to publish 
the i r  information in aborigin� languages . 

Are there comments with respect to these recommendat i ans? I f  not, then i f  the committee Members 
could turn to the final part, entitled " Implementation" ,  on page 52 of the Eng l i sh vers ion and I am 
sorry I do not have the reference tc the Inuktitut paragraph but it is the f i nal part, 
implementation,  where the task force sets out what it beli eves to be a reasonabl e schedule for the 
implementati on of the major recommendations of this report . Do Members have any comments w ith  
respect to the reasonable schedule? No? It must be a very reasonable schedule then, l adies. I am 
sorry, Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chai rman, I would assume then that we have come to the comp let ion of the 
recommendations and I bel ieve that Mr. Nerysoo had a motion that was drafted on the floor and I do 
not know, d i d  he read it out? Since he i s  not here what is the process? I believe that the motion 
was in  order and i t  seemed to reflect what the general consensus was that we should be doing . What 
is the procedure now? 

Motion That Assembly Accept Report And That Executive Council Respond At Fall Sess ion, Tabled 
Document 42-86( 1 )  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Erk loo) : Thank you, Ms Cournoyea . Notwithstanding the absence of the mover , the 
motion was moved so it i s  the property of the committee. Is i t  the wi sh of the committee that we 
call for any debate or comments on the moti on at this time? To the moti on. Ms Cournoyea. 
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Mot ion  To Amend Mot i on That Assembly Accept Report And That Execut ive  Counc i l  Respond At Fal l 
Sess ion ,  Tab l ed Document 42-86 ( 1 ) ,  Carr i ed 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr.  Cha irman , I can f u l l y  support that recommendat i o n .  However, I wou l d  l i ke to add 
another further . "And further,  that th i s Assemb ly  acknowledges i t s  apprec i at i on to the 
co-chai rpersons, Ms Edna E l i as and Ms F i bb i e  Tatt i , and t ask  force members, Mr . Jose Kusugak, Ms 
Sabet B i scaye, Ms Leena Ev i e  Twerd i n  and Ms Susan Loo k ,  i nc l ud i ng task force support staff, Mr . 
Wi l f  Bean and Ms Rosemary Ca irns .  Ms Rosemary Meyok assi sted i n  the research i n g  and wr i t i ng of the  
report . "  

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  R i chard ) :  Thank you ,  Ms Cournoyea .  Your amendment i s  i n  order . To the amendment .  
Mr .  MacQuarr i e .  

MR . MacQUARR I E :  Just a poi nt ,  but i t  cou l d  make a d i fference. M s  Rosemary Ca irns - - there i s  al so 
a Rose Mar i e  Carnes and t h i n k  i t  was Rosemary Cairns who was the task force person . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  R i chard ) : That i s  the way we have recorded i t ,  Mr . MacQuarr i e .  To the amendment .  
Mr . Mccal l um .  

MR .  McCALLUM: Mr .  Cha irman, I do  not want to stop anyt h i ng g o i ng but i f  we are goi ng to  t ake a 
vote even i n  commi ttee perhaps we could have enough peop l e  here to do i t .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Ri c h ard ) :  Don ' t  anyone move .  I am sure w e  w i l l  h ave  the numbers before w e  vote on 
the amendment . To the amendment . Mrs . Lawrence. 

MRS . LAWRENCE :  Mr. Chai rman . What mot ion was that? 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Ri chard ) :  Mrs . Lawrence, Mr . Nerysoo ' s  mot i o n ,  if you have a copy of i t ,  has t hree 
reso lve  paragraphs .  M s  Cournoyea has moved an amendment to  add a further cl ause express i ng 
appreci ation to the task force members and staff . That i s  the amendment . D i d  you wi sh t o  speak to 
the amendment , Mrs .  Lawrence? Do I hear the quest i on bei ng cal l ed on the amendment? 

AN HON . MEMBER :  Ques t i o n .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  R i chard ) :  D o  I hear the questi on b e i ng ca l l ed o n  t h e  amendment? Those i n  f avour? 
Opposed? Abstent i ons? Carr i ed  unanimous ly .  

---Carri ed 

To the  motion as amended. Mr. T ' Se l e i e .  

AN HON. MEMBER: Quest i o n .  

Mot i on That Assemb ly Accept Report And That Execut i ve Counc i l Respond At Fa l l Ses s ion ,  Tab l ed 
Document 42-86 ( 1 ) ,  Carr i ed As Amended 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  R ichard ) :  Quest ion  bei ng cal l ed .  Al l those i n  favour of the moti on as iJllended? 
Opposed? Abstent ions?  The mot i on as amended i s  carr i ed  unanimous l y. 

---Carr i ed 

Are the Members agreed that we have concl uded our cons i derat i on of Tab l ed Document 42-86 ( 1 ) ? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

---Agreed 

CHAI RMAN (Mr .  R i chard ) :  Mr. Erk l o o .  

Request For Jask Force T o  Meet W i th I n u i t  MLAs 

MR. ERKLOO: ( Trans l at i o n )  Thank you, Mr. Chai rman . Ms E l i as tol d us yesterday that they wou l d  
l i ke to meet w ith  us I n u i t  MLAs to g i ve us more c l ar i f i cation  as to the content of the report .  
A l so ,  a s  you are aware as  I n u i t  MLAs and the Dene MLAs , after t he  next mee t i ng of  t he  Leg i s l at i ve 
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Assembly there will be questions to the Ministers as to what recommendations are being taken i nto 
cons i deration and to proceed with them. Yesterday when we were dealing  with the report there were 
all ki nds of numbers wri tten here and a lot of us noticed that some of us who do not read in  
English could not really read through it  as wel l as we should have. Because of that, I would l ike 
to proceed perhaps i n  the fall, if we cou ld  maybe get together with Edna Elias to give us 
clar i f i cat ions on the report. Maybe Culture and Communications could do something about that. Are 
we going to lose the aboriginal languages? What is going to happen to them? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ri chard): Ms E l i as. 

MS EDNA ELIAS: To respond to Mr. Erk loo's comment and h is  request i n  regard to this task force 
having wanted to meet with the I nuit MLAs. Because we were so short of time before the task force 
ended, we put in a request with the honourable Government Leader, Mr. Ni ck Sibbeston, to allow us 
plenty of time before thi s  report was debated and d i scussed i n  order for us to brief the Inu it  MLAs 
completely on this report. Because we d i d  not have time in the end of February to do that, if the 
Inuit Members still wish to have such a session, I guess that is out of our hands but if it  i s  
agreeable to the Government Leader, then perhaps he is  the one to ask to get a commitment on this. 

In closing, I want to apologize to the Inuit MLAs for any discrepancies in the translations. As 
you al 1 know we were very pressured for time because the report had to be i n  the hands of the 
Government Leader by a certa i n  time to be tabled as a document before the Legislative Assembly. As 
it  was being translated it was bei ng sent off to the typesetters and that did not al low us any t i me 
for very thorough proofread i ng and if there are d i fferences i n  d i alects, that is  because we had to 
use more than one translator to hel p  us get it done by the time it was needed. So, I apologize if 
there are any perhaps d iscrepancies or any errors in the translation i nto Inuktitut. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ri chard) :  Thank you, Ms Elias. Mr. Erkloo. 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. Therefore I am go i ng to ask the Government 
Leader because I talked with Inuit Members and to one other Member and he also thought that I sa i d  
yesterday we were looki ng at this for over the weekend and we d i d  not mind  it  at all but it  i s  not 
only for our native languages but it is also for our culture, so it is important that we understand 
it thoroughly. I am wonder i ng when we can meet with these task force members and I wou 1 d 1 i ke to 
ask the Leader, Nick S i bbeston, i f  he would support our request to meet and i f  he would have 
funding available. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Mr. Sibbeston. 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Chairman, very much so. I wi l l  keep in touch with Mr. Erk loo and other 
Inuit Members and when they th i nk it is a good time, I wi 11 ask the task force members i f  they 
would be kind enough to come back and spend some time with them. While I am on the mike, here, I 
would like to thank the task force members for thei r  patience in the last couple of days and thank 
them very much for their hard work and their giving so much of themselves i n  making th is  report 
possible. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you, Mr. S i bbeston. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman, it is my understanding that w i th the motion that was passed, the 
Government of the Northwest Territories will come back after looking at the report and mak i ng the ir  
recommendations on  what can happen, so  when we come back i n  October there will be another 
d iscussion on what the government recommends out of that task force report as being poss ible as 
well as having another d iscuss ion in relation to what the government comes up with and what was in 
the task force report. My understanding is that in October we will be discuss i ng it  agai n. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ri chard) :  Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Mr. Erkloo. 

MR. ERKLOO: Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. For us Inuit Members, in order to have intelligent 
questions and to be able to have i nput to this important document, I feel that before October we 
have to be ready for whatever we have to do because this  not only deals with our language but also 
with our culture and we want to know exactly what this is a ll  about. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ri chard) : Thank you, Mr. Erkloo. Mr. Erkloo, are you content then just to contact 
Mr. Si bbeston's office d i rectly to arrange the meeting with the task force? 
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MR. ERKLOO: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): Thank you. This matter is now concluded. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): I want to thank the members of the task force once again. You heard the 
motion of appreciation. We really appreciate your patience over the last few days in waiting 
through our other business so that we might deal with your report. Thank you again. Do I have the 
overwhelming support of the committee to rise and report progress? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: You have got it. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Richard): I will rise and report progress to the deputy Deputy Speaker. 

ACTING DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Richard. 

ITEM 16: REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF TABLED DOCUMENT 42-86 ( 1), THE REPORT OF THE TASK FORCE ON 
ABORIGINAL LANGUAGES 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, your committee has been considering Tabled Document 42-86(1) and wishes 
to report that this matter is concluded. 

Motion To Accept Report Of Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the report of the committee of the whole be concurred with. 

ACTING DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Richard. Members have heard the report of the chairman of 
the committee of the whole. Are you agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Carried 

ACT! NG DEPUTY SPEAKER: am sure Members are concerned about the hea 1th of the Speaker. I am 
pleased to advise you that he has been checked out of the hospital and is now feeling a lot better. 
He is at home. 

---Applause 

Mr. Clerk, orders of the day. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton): Announcements, Mr. Speaker. There will be a meeting of the 
standing committee on finance on Tuesday, June 24th at 9:30 a.m. 

ITEM 19: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day for Tuesday, June 24th at 1:00 p.m. 

1. Prayer

2. Members' Replies

3. Ministers' Statements

4. Oral Questions

I 
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5. Written Questions

6. Returns

7. Petitions

8. Reports of Standing and Special Committees

9. Tabling of Documents

10. Notices of Motion

11. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills

12. Motions: Motion 42-86(1); Motion 43-86(1)

13. First Reading of Bills

14. Second Reading of Bills

15. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of Bills and Other Matters: Tabled Document 
67-86(1); Tabled Document 37-86(1); Report of the Standing Committee on Legislation on Bil ls
and Other Matters; Bill 21-86(1); Bill 20-86(1); Second Report of the Special Committee on
Rules, Procedures and Privileges; Bill 19-86(1)

16. Report of Committee of the Whole

17. Third Reading of Bills

18. Assent to Bills

19. Orders of the Day

ACTING DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. The House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 24th. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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