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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1986 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Michael Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. 
Tagak Curley, Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallum, Hon. Bruce 
McLaughlin, Mr. Nerysoo, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Hon. Red Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. 
Richard, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Thursday, October 23rd. Item 2, Ministers' 
statements. Mr. Curley. 

ITEM 2: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Minister's Statement 6-86(2): Nunasi Corporation 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On September 2nd, 1986, Nunasi had no general manager. 
It became evident that no assistance package, however generous, could have any effect without a 
first class manager to implement it. Consequently and in concert with the Department of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development, we insisted on two conditions for our assistance: 1) that an 
experienced business person with an excellent track record be named general manager of Nunasi 
Corporation; and 2) that he be authorized to direct Nunasi 's day-to-day activities in a 
businesslike manner. These conditions have been met and I was most pl eased to hear that Mr. Jim 
Britton was appointed general manager of Nunasi as of October 21st, 1986. 

On August 27th, the territorial government issued a press release supporting Nunasi Corporation. 
Mr. Speaker, Nunasi Corporation is not bankrupt; its assets exceed its liabilities by nine million 
dollars, in spite of the fact that the corporation started operation more than 10 years ago without 
any cash. However there is no doubt that Nunasi was having a cash flow problem, considering the 
interest payments on the loans secured from the banks to acquire these assets. 

As stated in the press rel ease of August 27th, my department did not want to see a forced sale of 
Nunasi 's assets, particularly Nunasi 's NTCL holding. Moreover, we did. not want to jeopardize 
important projects such as Nunasi's sealskin project, a project that could provide extra income of 
$850,000 for approximately 76 hunters in the Northwest Territories during the first year of the 
operation. Four years from now the sealskin project could produce 230 jobs in the NWT and provide 
$6.9 million in extra income for 1500 hunters. 

Mr. Speaker, in order to prevent this from happening it was decided to assist Nunasi Corporation to 
implement a business plan which would address its cash flow problem. This has been done and DIANO 
have agreed to contribute $170,000 and the Department of Economic Development and Tourism, 
$110,000. This is nothing new and no precedent is being created here. Under our business 
development policy and our financial assistance to business policy, a policy whose purpose, and I 
quote, is "to assist business enterprises in financial difficulty and in legitimate instances of 
proven need", we have assisted 65 businesses in the NWT with accountable contributions in excess of 
$600,000 during the current financial year. 



- 212 -

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, the working group created to supervise the allocation of funds to Nunasi 
represents DIANO, the bank and the GNWT. This has been done to make certain that the funds 
contributed are accounted for and are used to implement the new business plan. We did the same 
with Arctic Co-operatives Limited -- a steering committee was created -- and we have done the same 
for all our contributions, although in most cases an area economic development officer is involved 
to monitor allocation of funds and ensure that funds are utilized properly. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, the measures taken to assist Nunasi were taken to assure the viability 
of an important native corporation. If required, we will give similar assistance to any other 
development corporation in similar circumstances. Thank you. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Curley. Item 2, Ministers' statements. Mr. Ballantyne. 

Minister's Statement 7-86(2): Urea Formaldehyde Foam Insulation Problem 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to inform the House that the matter 
of the urea formaldehyde foam insulation, which was causing a problem in certain buildings in the 
community of Snare Lake, has now been completely resolved. The problem was addressed through the 
joint action of my occupational health and safety officials and the Department of Public Works and 
Highways. All of the urea formaldehyde foam insulation was removed from the multipurpose hall and 
pl aced in sealed drums. Arrangements have been made to tr an sport the sealed drums to a proper 
disposal site in High Level, Alberta, for permanent disposal. I am drawing this to the Legislative 
Assembly's attention since I believe it is a good example of two departments working in unison to 
resolve a particularly difficult problem. The urea formaldehyde foam in these particular buildings 
had deteriorated and posed a health hazard to the persons using the buildings. As stated, this 
problem has now been completely resolved. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Item 3, Ministers' statements. Mr. Patterson. 

Minister's Statement 8-86(2): Secretary Of State Funding For French 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am please to be able to advise that the 
Department of Education has successfully negotiated with the Secretary of State for a contribution 
of $645,000 for French programs in 1986-87. This amount includes the minimum contribution of 
$145,000 as per the Canada-Northwest Territories agreement on the official languages in education, 
as well as an amount of $272,000 from supplementary funds, for projects and activities implemented 
in the last three years which are to be ongoing this year. Also included is a further amount of 
$228,000 from supplementary funds for projects and activities initiated this year. 

Mr. Speaker, this fall saw the expansion of French immersion at the grade 11 level at Sir John 
Franklin High School and at the grade four level in the Yellowknife separate school system. The 
Secretary of State helps to defray costs for teachers and teaching materials for the pilot classes 
in immersion. Support will al so be given for the continuance of the pre-immersion French program 
offered to students in the spring at J.H. Sissons School in Yellowknife. 

The Department of Education is in the initial stages of developing a core French curriculum adapted 
to our northern needs. All territorial schools offering a French program this year received 
contributions to help purchase French learning materials and resources. Except for Nanisivik, all 
corrmunities where French is offered received cultural support through visits of groups of touring 
performers. The value of this cultural support, in my mind, is immense and gives our students an 
appreciation and understanding of another culture. 

Funds are set aside for all corrmunities who identify a need for French language instructional 
assistants to help in their French programs. These communities, Mr. Speaker, are Nanisivik, 
Frobisher Bay, Inuvik, Norman Wells, Fort Simpson, Hay River, Pine Point, Fort Smith and 
Yellowknife. My department has expanded this year, the use of university teleconferencing courses 
for professional development, to Frobisher Bay and Yellowknife. This will give adults the 
opportunity of pursuing university level courses without having to leave their community. Travel 
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assistance was given to students who qualified to take French summer language courses in different 
parts of Canada. My department is well aware of the benefit of these six week courses in enhancing 
our students' proficiency in their second official language and will seek to offer more CMEC 
bursaries next year. 

I am particularly pleased to advise the Assembly that Frobisher Bay received from the Secretary of 
State 100 per cent funding for its French first-language program. Funding to hire a teacher, a 
French instructional assistant, a French monitor and to supply teaching and library materials, and 
professional development opportunities will contribute greatly to providing French educational 
needs identified by the Francophone parents in that community. 

My department will continue to actively seek Secretary of State support for our territorial French 
programs and will encourage any jurisdiction which would like to initiate a program based on 
identified needs. Merci bien, Monsieur Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Ministers' statements. Mr. Patterson. 

Minister' s Statement. 9-86(2): Initiatives For The Prevention Of Child Abuse 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, if I may, I have a statement on initiatives for the prevention 
of child abuse. Mr. Speaker, the prevention and elimination of child abuse requires the efforts of 
many people. In co-operation with other agencies, the Department of Education will begin 
introducing measures designed to help its staff understand and deal with this sensitive topic. 

The Department of Educ at ion has prepared "Procedures for Reporting Suspected Chi 1 d Abuse". These 
procedures have been developed in conjunction with the Northwest Territories medical/legal 
committee, representing the territorial Departments of Health, Social Services and Justice, Health 
and Welfare Canada, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and Justice Canada. All the revisions which 
have been recommended by the medical/legal committee have now been incorporated into the draft and 
once the procedures receive the final approval of the committee, which will be meeting on November 
12th, they will be introduced into all schools across the North. It is expected that 
implementation will begin in approximately one month. These procedures have been acknowledged and 
supported by all the agencies involved in the treatment and investigation of child abuse. 

The intent of the procedures is twofold: 1) To ensure that employees of this department are aware 
of their legal obligation to report suspected child abuse, as outlined in the Northwest Territories 
Child Welfare Act. 2) To ensure that all staff know the correct procedures to follow, in the 
event th at they have to make a report. These procedures wi 11 al so contain a number of scenarios 
depicting different situations which may confront staff who suspect child abuse. These scenarios 
are intended to provide staff with more understanding of the reporting procedures. 

Training has already begun for principals, on this sensitive topic, and training will be available 
for teaching staff, in co-operation with the Department of Health. 

A package of information about the initiatives of this department in this area has also been 
forwarded to all other Ministers of Education across Canada, in an attempt both to share 
information of mutual interest and to prevent the rehiring of professionals who have been convicted 
of child abuse. This is a further effort by my department, working in conjunct ion with other 
departments, toward helping to prevent child abuse. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Item 2, Ministers' statements. That appears to conclude 
Ministers' statements for today. Item 3, Members' statements. Mr. Pudluk. 

ITEM 3: MEMBERS' STATEMENT� 

Member's Statement On Achievement Of Nanisivik Mine Rescue Team 

MR. PUDLUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Members of this House will recall that during the June 
session of the Legislature, the Hon. Michael Ballantyne announced that the mine rescue team from 
Nanisivik mine had won the 1986 NWT Mine Rescue Competition. 

I am now pl eased to inform you th at the Nani s i vi k mine rescue team successfully represented the 
Northwest Territories at the Canadian National Mine Rescue Competition held in Nanaimo, British 
Columbia, in September of this year. The Nanisivik team were joint winners of the national trophy 
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along with the team from Ontario. It is the first time since 1975 that a team from the NWT has won 
the national competition. The NWT team won the actual mine rescue simulation exercise section of 
the competition, while the Ontario team won the first aid and equipment testing part of the 
competition. 

I am sure you will all join me in congratulating the team from Nanisivik Mine. This is an 
important event and they were excellent ambassadors on behalf of the NWT. Mine rescue teams are an 
important aspect of safety in the mines. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Pudluk. Item 3, Members' statements. Item 4, returns to oral 
questions. Mr. Ballantyne. 

ITEM 4: RETURNS TO ORAL QUESTIONS 

Return To Question 026-86(2): Appointment Of Inuktitut-Speaking JP, Lake Harbour 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to Question 026-86(2), asked by 
Mr. Arlooktoo, on October 20th, 1986. It has to do with the appointment of justices of the peace 
in Lake Harbour. Officials of my department have received an application for the appointment of 
Mr. Kinneyua Pudlat as a justice of the peace. This application was received October 17th, 1986, 
and will be given serious consideration within the next few weeks. Mr. Pudlat had applied for an 
appointment last October. His application was not supported at that time on the basis of a lack of 
qualifications. We have not received any other applications since that time and we are prepared to 
re-evaluate Mr. Pudlat's qualifications. 

We do have one justice of the peace in Lake Harbour at the present time. Mr. Ivan Gallant has 
worked and lived in small northern communities since 1977 and has held a justice of the peace 
appointment in Lake Harbour since November 1985. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns to oral questions. Mr. Wray. 

Return To Question 067-86(2): Airport Lighting, Fort Providence 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a return to two questions which were asked 
yesterday by the Member, Mr. Gargan, Question 067-86(2) and Question 070-86(2). The first one 
concerns 200 additional feet of runway lighting requested by the Member from Fort Providence. The 
Member also requested this item in the February sitting. I am pleased to report that the 
department has once again acted very quickly. The 200 feet of additional runway lighting was 
installed five months ago. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

---Applause 

AN HON. MEMBER: We will need to drop in for a visit. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Next town, Sam. 

Return To Question 070-86(2): Keys To Operate Lighting, Fort Providence Airport 

HON. GORDON WRAY: It is obvious the Member uses his truck and· not a plane. With regard to a key 
to activate the airport lighting system: Air Providence will be given a key out of courtesy, but 
they will not be given any compensation for activating runway lights, as that is the responsibility 
of the settlement council. An ARCAL system, which will allow pilots to activate the lights with no 
ground personnel required, will be installed by December 31st and totally eliminate the requirement 
for keys. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not have it with me yet, but I have an attachment to this return which shows the 
status of the number of small airports which were also mentioned yesterday by several Members. So 
when I get the attachment I will al so file it with this return. Thank you. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns to oral questions. Mr. Sibbeston. 

Return To Question 023-86(2): Request For Canadian Rangers, Sanikiluaq 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, this is a reponse to Question 023-86(2), asked by Mr. Appaqaq 
concerning Canadian Rangers. 

The Canadian Rangers patrol program is operated by the federal Department of National Defence in a 
number of northern communities. Generally, a ranger patrol is established in a community if ONO 
identifies an operational requirement for that area. The establishment of new patrols is also 
dependent on the availability of human and financial resources. Although setting up of ranger 
patrols is usually initiated by ONO headquarters here in Yellowknife, an interested community may 
approach ONO with a formal request to establish a patrol. 

I am informed by officials in the Department of National Defence that establishing a patrol in 
Sanikiluaq is considered a low priority because of the low likelihood of military activity in the 
area. As well the department has no plans to expand the ranger program at this time although this 
may change in the next year or two. Nevertheless, they encourage the community to write with a 
formal request, since factors such as strong community interest are taken into account in deciding 
the location of new ranger patrols. Mahsi. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns to oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

Return To Question 037-86(2): Funding For Soapstone, Pangnirtung 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: (Translation) In response to Question 037-86(2), asked by Pauloosie Paniloo, 
concerning Pangnirtung soapstone retrieval and training. 

The Pangnirtung co-op and the hunters and trappers association have been working on a three year 
program funded under Special ARDA and Canada Works, to train local people in S-MITE, non-explosive, 
quarrying techniques and to development the Clearwater Fiord soapstone site. 

The Inuit community human resources strategy approved a $10,000 grant for training in the sumer, 
but this was not enough to complete the project, and because of the lateness of the season even a 
smaller project could not proceed. 

The Baffin Region's economic development officers have worked closely to make this program work and 
will try again next year since S-MITE can only be used in warm weather. If other funding had been 
in pl ace this year, the Department of Economic Development and Tourism would have made up the 
difference to allow the project to go ahead. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns to oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

Return To Question 05-86(2): Departmental Plans For Privatization 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Return to Question 05-86(2), asked by Mr. Ted Richard on 
October 16th, 1986, regarding departmental privatization plans. 

The following departments have to this date submitted privatization plans: Education, Health, 
Social Services, Economic Development and Tourism, and the NWT Housing Corporation. The 
Departments of Personnel, Public Works and Highways, and Municipal and Community Affairs have draft 
plans available. The remaining departments have indicated that they have no programs which lend 
themselves to privatization, or that they have contracted out to the private sector the maximum 
amount of work available for privatization. 

Consistent with my oral response of October 16th, a full report on privatization will be available 
once all the various plans have been completed by the various departments. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Wray. 

Return To Question 066-86(2): Limit On Sport North Lotteries 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a return to Question 066-86(2), asked by Mr. 
Wah-Shee on October 22nd, with regard to lottery revenues, Sport North. 
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Revenues on Western Canada Lottery ticket sales are set by the Western Canada Lottery Corporation. 
As the NWT marketing agent for Western Canada Lottery tickets, Sport North receives a preset 
percentage of each ticket sold. Non-profit groups which act as retailers also receive a percentage 
of each ticket they sell. Percentages for the various tickets are as follows: on the $1 Western 
Express, Sport North receives seven per cent, the retailer receives seven per cent; on the $5 
Pro vi nc i al, Sport North receives 10- per cent and the retail er receives 10 per cent; on the $10 
Superloto, Sport North receives seven per cent, retailer receives eight per cent; the $1 Instant, 
Sport North receives five per cent, the retailer receives five per cent; on the $1 Lotto 6/49, 
Sport North receives five per cent. Lotto 6/49 is a computer-based game. The only ticket terminal 
in the NWT is in the Sport North office. Sport North acts as both the marketing agent and the 
retailer for this ticket. 

In addition, the Western Canada Lottery Corporation rebates to its provincial marketing agencies, 
including Sport North, any additional profits realized after each draw. Rebates are shared by 
Sport North with their retailers. Two points of clarification should be noted: 

1) A 11 revenues are used by Sport North to support their programs and services, including the 
Arctic Winter Games and the competition travel program. A formal agreement with Sport North 
details which programs and services these revenues are to be used for. 

2) Sport North acts as the territorial agent for Western Canada Lottery Corporation tickets only; 
those are the five ticket programs mentioned earlier. Sport North is not involved in any fashion 
with the many other local lotteries, bingos and Nevadas which are governed by the Lotteries Act, 
administered by the Department of Justice. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns to oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

Further Return To Question 035-86(2): Job Creation, Spence Bay And Pelly Bay 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Return to Question 035-86(2), asked by Mr. 
Angottitauruq on October 20th, 1986, regarding job creation at Spence Bay and Pelly Bay. 

Referring to the Member's question regarding the high cost of living in Spence Bay and Pelly Bay 
and the need for job creation projects in these communities, my department has undertaken a number 
of initiatives to assist in this area. 

For ex amp 1 e, an economic planner has been p 1 aced through EDA to work in the communities of Gjoa 
Haven and Pelly Bay. His final report is due in March, 1987. An employment officer position for 
the hamlet of Pel ly Bay has been approved through our Inuit community human resources strategy 
program. This position will evaluate the skills of area residents and has already been successful 
in getting eight residents employed in the construction of the school. A new co-op store in Pelly 
Bay was approved through Special ARDA. A hospitality training course and a mineral identification 
course for 25 residents of Spence and Pelly Bay is being planned. A contractor management training 
program is scheduled for the new year to assist local contractors to bid on housing association 
contracts. Ongoing assistance to Taoyoak Crafts in Spence Bay which employs five full-time and 25 
part�time workers is also being provided. My department is also working with local tourism 
operators, and examining the possibility of exporting arctic char to Yellowknife for resale. 

As I mentioned, Mr. Speaker, in my reply to the Member we will review all the recommendations of 
the regional economic development conference held in the Kitikmeot Region and we will continue to 
work with the region to develop business and employment opportunities. I share the Member's 
concern for the need to create more jobs throughout the Northwest Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns to oral questions. That appears to conclude this 
item. Item 5, oral questions. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

ITEM 5: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 083-86(2): Assistance In Purchasing Kerosene 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is directed to Tagak Curley, 
Minister of Economic Development, concerning kerosene which is not available in the co-op stores 
and is very useful in our communities, especially for the hunters. I am wondering if we could be 
assisted in getting kerosene; for instance, naphtha has a subsidy. This is my question to Mr. 
Curley, if we could be assisted in this. Thank you. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Mini ster. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: (Translat i on) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am aware that kerosene i s  very useful 
in  the communi t i es and a lot of the hunters are usi ng i t  and i t  is very expensi ve .  To date, the 
gasoli ne regulat i ons -- I do not know who is looki ng after i t, but I wi ll have to fi nd out fi rst in 
order to gi ve you an answer . I w ill take it as not i ce. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr . M in i ster, you are taki ng the quest i on as not ice. Oral quest i ons . Mr . 
MacQuarri e. 

Quest i on 084-86(2) : Terms Of Reference Of Regi onal Counci l  Rev iew Commi ttee 

MR . MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. My quest i on is for the Government Leader and I probably 
should say fi rst of all the Government Leader should not feel threatened by the fact th at I am 
weari ng a rose i n  my lapel today. It does not necessari ly mean what i t  could be taken to mean. 

---Laughter 

Mr. Government Leader, yesterday you d i d  inform 
regi onal council  revi ew co-ordi nat i ng commi ttee. 
possi ble, he would table for our informat i on 
commi ttee w ill be operat i ng? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. M in i ster. 

us about the personnel th at would be servi ng on a 
Could I ask the Government Leader i f, as soon as 

the terms of reference under wh ich that revi ew 

Return To Quest i on 084-86(2): Terms Of Reference Of Regi onal Counci l  Rev i ew Commi ttee 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I would be pleased to provi de the document at the appropri ate 
t i me. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . The Chair would li ke to recogni ze Mrs . Sorensen, a former colleague in  
the  gallery. 

---Applause 

Oral quest i ons. Mr. Ri chard. 

Quest i on 085-86(2): Restri ct i ons Re Terri tor ial Government Pol ic ies 

MR. RICHARD: Qujannami i k. Mr. Speaker, my quest i on i s  for the M in ister of Personnel and concerns, 
Mr. Speaker, a matter ra i sed at a recent const i tuency meet i ng w i t h  Yellowkni fe MLAs; the matter 
bei ng the undue restri ct i on on ci v i l  servants. In the Publi c  Servi ce Act there is a provis i on, 
Mr. Speaker, that proh i bi ts publi c  servants from cri t ic iz ing publi cly, any terri tori al government 
poli cy. For example, Mr. Speaker, i t  proh i b i ts a carpenter, say i n  the Department of Public Works, 
from cri t i ci zing the government 's educat i on pol ic ies that affect h i s  ch i ldren. It would appear to 
be too w i de a restri ct i on on the freedom of speech of public servants. I would ask i f  the M in ister 
would agree that i t  i s  unreasonable restr ict i on and undertake to bri ng an amendment to that 
legi slat i on. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Mr . M in i ster. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . No, I would not here agree that i t  i s  an unreasonable 
restri ct i on, but I wi ll make an undertaki ng to the Member to look into i t  and then answer h i s  
quest i on on whether or not I ·agree wi th h i m  after I have looked at i t  fully . Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Quest i on is bei ng taken as not i ce. Oral quest i ons . Mr. Appaqaq . 

Quest i on 086-86(2): Problems In Request For Alternat i ve O i l  Agent 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translat i on) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My quest i on i s  to Mr. Tagak Curley, M in ister 
of Economi c  Development, concerni ng the oi l and gas. I am st i ll not sat i sfi ed w i th  the answer. I 
have been asked w i t h i n  my const i tuency, i f, as Shell Canada is  responsible for deli veri ng gas and 
fuel to our corm1uni ty, we could possi bly get, a company other than Shell Canada to deli ver the fuel 
and gas . Maybe get Esso Imperi al to deliver the goods. I am wonderi ng if  there w ill be any 
problems ih request ing to have another company deli ver the gas and fuel to Saniki luaq . 
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MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Mi n i ster. 

Return To Questi on 086-86(2): Probl ems In Request For A l ternat i ve Oi l Agent 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: (Trans l at i on) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I s a id, al l over C an ada, whoever i s  
respons ib le  for del i veri ng the gas and fuel i s  up t o  those who want to do i t. But, i f  you woul d 
ask the company itse l f, m aybe Esso Imperi al then you wou l d  have to get their perm i s s i on first to 
s ay whether they would  be w i l l i ng to do that. I cannot tel l them to go ahead and del i ver thi s gas 
and fuel to the communi ty. They wou ld have to st art mak i ng prof it and be ab le to say if  there are 
going to be enough t anks avai l ab l e  wi thi n the commun i ty i n  order to do that. Thi s  i s  one of the 
reasons why the hi gh pri ces are i n  ex i stence for gas dnd fuel and for those that are buyi ng the gas 
and fue l .  It i s  very expens i ve because it i s  not run by the terri tori al government. The t anks are 
huge and we do not get the company to pay for the t anks and the fuel, but we pay. So therefore, 
the compan i es are more expens i ve than the government i t sel f, if they were to run i t. So we w i l l  
have to fi nd out and I wi l l  have to take th i s  as not i ce for the San i k i l uaq Member. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Mi n i ster. You are t ak i ng the quest i on as not ice. Oral questi ons. 
Mr. R i chard. 

Quest i on 087-86(2) : Status Of Rev i s i on Of Statutes And Regul at i ons  

MR. R ICHARD: Mr. Speaker, a quest i on for the M i n i ster of Just ice. Ear l i er thi s  year, i n  March, a 
mot i on was passed i n  the Assemb l y  recommend i ng  to Execut i ve Counci l that fundi ng be al l ocated to 
the Mi n i ster ' s  department to enab le  an ear ly  rev i s i on of the st atutes and regu l at i ons. Can the 
M i n i ster i nd icate whether he wi l l  be prov id i ng a status report to the Assemb l y  on that 
recommendat i on and on that p art i cu l ar t ask ? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Mi n i ster. 

Return To Quest i on 087-86(2) : St atus Of Revi s i on Of Statutes And Regul at i on s  

HON. M ICHAEL BALLANTYNE: I would  be happy t o  submit  a st atus report. I cJ11 st i l l  not qui te c lear, 
Mr. Speaker, under the new rules whether you can present a status report under M i n i sters' 
st atements but if you w i l l  a l l ow me to do i t, I would  be more than h appy to g i ve you an update. 

MR. SPEAKER: The i tems that have been deal t  with under Mi n i sters' st atements have covered the ful l 
gamut. I have been wonder i ng  when some honourab l e  Member mi ght quest i on the Mi n i sters for the 
type of st atements that have been made. Under the ru le as bei ng al l owed at the present t i me, Mr. 
Bal l antyne, I do not see any problem. That does not say that that wi l l  l ast  forever. Oral 
quest i ons. Mr. MacQuarri e. 

Quest i on 088-86(2): Bastarache Report On Impl ementat i on Of French 

MR . MacQUARR IE: Yes, Mr. Speaker. For the Government Leader. Agai n, we have been deal i ng with 
the matter of l anguages in  the H ouse recent l y  and even today the Mi n i ster of Educat ion  gave a 
st atement on what w i l l  be done w i th fundi ng that i s  bei ng received for French. I would  l i ke to ask 
the Government Leader what has happened to the Bastarache report. I know that thi s  government had 
engaged Mr. Bastarache to, I thi nk, l ay out a p l an for the i mp l ementat i on of French as an offici al 
l anguage. I thought that we wou l d  have heard somethi ng about i t  before thi s  t ime. So, can I ask 
the Government Leader for an update on that report and when w i l l  we be ab le to see somethi ng of the 
recommendat i on s ?  

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Si bbeston. 

Return To Quest i on 088-86(2) : Bastarache Report On Implementat i on Of French 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bast arache has comp leted, to date, a number of prel i m i n ary 
reports for our government i nc l udi ng the provi s i on of documents on French l anguage l egi s l at i ve and 
court procedures, on French l anguage trai n i ng, and as wel l a draft pol icy on the use of 
i nterpret i ng and trans l at i on services. He has al so ass i sted us i n  m ak i ng arrangements through the 
Secretary of State to beg i n  trans l at i on and vett i ng of al l our leg i s l at i on and regul at i ons. Mr. 
Bast arache has been of great he l p  to us i n  negot i at i ons w i th the Secretary of State for fundi ng to  
al l ow the Department of  Cul ture and Communicat i ons  to  contract for a French project officer and to 
estab l i sh a French l anguage sect i on w i thi n the NWT l anguage bureau. I an p leased to announce that 
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an agreement- in-principle has been reached w ith the Secretary of State and I expect to be si gn i ng a 
f i nal contri buti on agreement i n  the next week or two .  Th is  contr ibuti on agreement w ill provi de 
$211, 000 for the remai nder of th i s  fi scal· year and th i s  i s  i n  add i tion to the moneys that Mr. 
Patterson spoke of earli er .  Th i s  $211 ,000 wi ll permit  us to h i re a French project offi cer, two 
i nterpreter/translators, a b i li ngual word processor operator and a b il i ngual recepti oni st/ 
secretary. The project offi cer i s  already i n  place and the remaini ng pos it i ons w ill be recrui ted 
i n  November. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr . Government Leader. Oral questi ons. Oral questi ons .  That appears to 
conclude oral questi ons for today. Item 6, wri tten questi ons. Mr. Arlooktoo . 

ITEM 6: WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Questi on Wl4-86(2): Rad i o  Stati on Tapes In Inukt itut 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translati on) Thank you, Mr. Speaker . My wri tten questi on is to the M in i ster of 
Culture and Communi cati ons. The questi on is w ith regard to Inukt itut rad i o  stati on tapes . The 
cassette tapes that the government sends out to the local rad i o  stati on have been comi ng i n  
untranslated. Could the M in i ster responsi ble for Communi cati ons see to i t  that the local stati ons 
get tapes translated i nto the ir  fi rst language? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Arlooktoo. Wri tten questi ons . Wri tten questi ons. That appears to 
conclude th i s  matter . Item 7 ,  returns to wri tten questi ons. 

Procedure Under New Rules For Returns To Wri tten Questi ons 

I have a response to Mr . McCallum 's poi nt of order yesterday concerni ng returns to wri tten 
questi ons. I w ish to clari fy the procedure under the new rules that should be followed. Rule 
55(1) states that all wri tten questi ons shall be fi led w ith the Clerk who shall endorse the date of 
f i li ng thereon, and forthwi th provi de cop i es to all Members. 

As you are aware, the procedure followed i s  that Members r ise and read their wri tten questi ons i nto 
the record and then fi le them w ith the Clerk , who then provi des copi es. Th i s  has been set by 
precedent and wi ll be conti nued or wi ll conti nue to be followed . 

The rule concerni ng returns to wri tten questi ons is  as follows: Rule 55(2), "Where any wri tten 
questi on i s  d i rected to a Mini ster pursuant to Rule 55(1), that Member shall , without any 
unnecessary delay, f i le the reply w ith the Clerk who shall endorse the date of f i li ng thereon." My 
i nterpretati on of the rule , w ith the quali f icati on in  Rules 55(3) and 55(4), would mean that the 
M in i ster provi des copi es to the Clerk ,  who would i nform the House of the recei pt of the returns and 
provi de copi es to all Members. But Rule 55(4) does permi t  the M ini ster , if he desi res , to read the 
return i f  it has been f i led. 

So I believe we were in order the other day . The document in questi on had been presented to the 
Clerk and the M in i ster read the answer or the reply to the wri tten questi on. I wi ll read it so 
there is  no mi sunderstand i ng. Th i s  i s  under "Wri tten Quest ion",  Rule 55(4) on page 21 of your 
rules . "A M in ister , i f  he desi res , may read a return wh i ch has been fi led in  accordance wi th Rule 
55(3), under the i tem Returns to Wri tten Questi ons . " So I take that to i nd i cate that we were i n  
order the other day. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: Poi nt of order , Mr . MacQuarri e. 

MR. MacQUARRIE : So we would understand then that i f  a Mini ster reads a reply to the House , that he 
i s  graci ously fulfi lli ng h i s  desi res; that is  h i s  des ire to do that. But i t  i s  not necessary for 
M i ni sters to read,  i s  that clear? 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Only when we need poli tical poi nts. 

- - -Laughter 

MR . MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Just when it' s hay i ng ti me, Mr . MacQuarr i e. 

Item 7, returns to wri tten questi ons. Mr. Clerk, do we have any returns to wri tten questi ons ? 

Item 8, replies to Openi ng Address. There do not appear to be any repli es today . 

Item 9, peti ti ons. 

Item 10, reports  of standi ng and speci al committees. 
Ballantyne. 

ITEM 11: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Item 11, tabli ng of documents. Mr . 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I w i sh to table Tabled Document 17-86(2). In  
accordance wi th sect i on 39 of the Interpretation Act, I w i sh to report to the House on the orders, 
ru 1 es and regu 1 at i ans made pursuant to the acts of the Northwest Terr i tori es. I am therefore 
tabl i ng the fol lowi ng document: Tabled Document 17-86(2) : Numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 of 
Volume V I I  of Part I of the Northwest Terr itories Gazette; Numbers 1, 2, 3 and four Extraordi nary 
Edi t i ons  of Vol ume V II of Part II of the Northwest Terr itori es Gazette ; and i nd i ces of all 
regulati ons, statutory i nstruments and non-statutory i nstruments made pursuant to the acts of the 
Northwest Terr itor i es for the peri od from 1st February, 1986, to 30th September, 1986. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. Item 11, tabli ng of documents. Mr. Leader. 

HON. NICK S IBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I w i sh to table Tabled Document 18-86(2), Regi onal Counc il  
Rev iew Co-ord i nati ng Committee, Terms of Reference, Rev i ew of Regi onal and Tri bal Counci ls withi n 
the NWT. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Mi n i ster. Tabli ng of documents. That appears to conclude thi s  i tem 
for today. Item 12, noti ces of mot i on. Mr. Butters. 

ITEM 12: NOTICES OF MOTION 

Noti ce Of Motion 6-86(2) : Management And Servi ces Board Appoi ntment 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I wi sh to gi ve noti ce to a moti on for whi ch I will seek unan i mous 
consent 1 ater today under the orders of the day Item 14. The mot i on i s: Now therefore, I move, 
seconded by the honourable Member for Slave R i ver, that the Hon. Bruce McLaughli n  be appoi nted to 
the Management and Serv i ces Board. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Noti ces of moti on. Item 13, noti ces of mot ion for fi rst readi ng of 
b i lls. Mr. Butters. 

ITEM 13: NOTICES OF MOT ION FOR FIRST READING OF B ILLS 

Noti ce Of Motion For Fi rst Readi ng Of Bill 2-86(2) : El ect ions  Act 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I g i ve noti ce that on Monday, October 27th, I shall move that B ill 
2-86(2), An Act Respecti ng Electi ons, be read for the fi rst ti me. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Item 13, noti ces of mot ion for fi rst readi ng of b ills. Item 14, 
motions. Moti on 5-86(2) , Child Care Pol icy. Mrs. Lawrence. 

ITEM 14: MOTIONS 

Motion 5-86(2) : Child Care Poli cy 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a mot ion here. 

WHEREAS the Government of the Northwest Terr itor i es has no publi c  chi ld  care poli cy;  

AND WHEREAS most Northwest Terr itori es communi ties lack any proper ch ild care fac il ities ;  
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AND WHEREAS current economic conditions require that single or both parents work full-time to 
properly support themselves and their families; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the Member for High Arctic, that this Assembly recommend to 
the Executive Council that it consider tabling in this House a child care policy during the 
next session for public debate and discussion ; 

FURTHER, that this Assembly recommend the use of older unused buildings in each community to 
avoid high construction costs in the establishment of child care facilities ; 

AND FURTHER, that priority be given to the estab l ishment of child care facilities in those 
communities faced with serious economic problems and conditions. 

MR . MacQUARRIE : Seconded by the honourable Member for Nahendeh . 

MR . SPEAKER : Your motion is in order . You may proceed, Mrs. Lawrence . 

MRS . LAWRENCE : Thank you, Mr. Speaker . Up until now the territorial government has n ot seen child 
care as an import ant issue . It is with recognition from the federal government with their 
parliamentary task force and proper lobbying to our governme nt that it is now an issue . In our n ow 
growing society, as a family or as individuals, women have been recognized in the work 
force.  Through this transition the woman, usually for economics' sake, has decided to pursue a 
career for the betterment of her family. It is with this knowledge that she seeks a proper care 
giver for her children .  

Also in these changing roles are single parent families, either by choice or marriage breakdown . 
In order to survive in our communities, this sing l e  parent has no choice but to work . With this in 
mind, the single parent needs to feel secure that the child has good care . It is said that you can 
teach children their values only until they are five years old .  In order for this child to be 
brought up safely and properly, I see an importance in having some sort of child care policy 
implemented . 

We should not be afraid to develop some sort of standards .  With proper implementation and 
guidance at the community level, we could have a policy flexible for all needs . With this as a 
guideline, the child would not be abused, either by negligence from overcrowding or from someone's 
ignorance .  These children should be brought up with the intent that we are grooming our future 
leaders at the community, territorial and national level . 

In  some smaller communities there is already overcrowding of the extended-family homes and/or there 
is no knowledgeable and reliable person . This overcrowding can be helped by using and 
restructuring any old, unused building in the community . As cost-efficient northerners, we can 
restructure these buildings instead of building a n ew facility which would be redundant or costly . 

In some communities the older children are taken out of school so that they can look after their 
younger brothers and sisters . That causes a lot of hardship for the individual child, because they 
do n ot get their education as they should . Also, in these smaller communities reliance on the 
welfare system is great, and we should promote a self-sufficient society. To do this, these women 
should be able to keep their jobs without worrying about the care the child is given .  

" Blue Quills" Child Care Facility 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the honourable Members to consider all these factors as I speak on thi s motion. 
In my past tr ave 1 1  i ng, I C i!me across a child care facility th at was restructured from an unused 
building . This place was called "Blue Quills" and was native owned and operated . They had several 
elderly ladies looking after the children, elderly people who were in need of work, and they made 
some kind of an appointment for them . They even have a traditional style of swings that we used to 
have in the old days, and the elders were really happy l ooking after some of these children . 

( Translation) I t  is important that our children and grandchildren be given a proper start in life. 
For prosperous community growth, we should aid them with a choice that should n ot be limited . In  
my  home constituency of  Snowdrift, families have bee n  neglected l ong enough . When some peop l e  
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re ach sobri ety, after mai nt ai n i ng i t  they need some i ncent i ve to cont i nue . I f  they knew of a 
proper ch i l d  c are faci l i ty, they wou l d  use  i t  to further themse l v es by s choo l i ng ,  u pgr adi ng ,  o r  
wor k i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  mai n purpose be i ng t o  he l p  the i r  fam i l y .  Mah s i  cha . 

- - -App l ause  

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you . The  seconder ,  Mr . Pud l u k .  

MR . PUDLUK : ( Trans l at i on )  Thank  you , Mr . Speaker . I am very happy t o  be seconder t o  the mot i on .  
Th i s  i s  a b i g  prob l em i n  t he  Nort h ,  and i n  the smal l er commun i t i es ,  especi al l y  - - those peop l e  who 
l i k e to get educat i on but then have to be taken out to b abys i t .  Then there are peop l e  who wou l d  
l i ke to be emp l oyed ,  who are husband and w i fe or s i ng l e  peop l e ,  and s i nce there i s  no d ay care 
centre or ch i l d  care faci l i ty ,  there is no way they can go to work . I t  is so hard to try to make a 
l i v i ng r i ght now and t hey h ave to go to work to make a l i v i n g .  The man who i s  goi ng to be the  
h u nt er wou l d  have  to have someone to take  care of  h i s  ch i l d  wh i l e out hu nt i ng .  For  these  reasons , 
i f  we c an try to get our ch i l d  care po l i cy imp l emented I wou l d be very h appy, and dur i ng the wi nter 
we wi l l  be ab l e  to d i scuss  i t  furt her on wh at k i nd of measures we are go i ng to t ak e .  

T h e  mover d i d  a very good j o b  i n  exp l a i n i ng and th i s  i s  my br i ef comment . Th ank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr . P ud l uk . To the mot i on .  Mr . P atterson . 

HON . DEN N I S  PATTERSON : Mr . Speaker,  as a Member of Exec u t i ve  Counci l I apprec i ate that we shou l d  
t ake d i rect i on from the  As semb ly  on mot i ons s uch as th i s  and ,  therefore, I wi l l  abst ai n .  I t  i s  a 
matter of such great concern i n  my const i tuency th at I fee l  impe l l ed to say br i ef l y  th at I we l come 
t h i s  mot i on and I am sure t h at al l Members wou l d  be h ap py to see expanded d ay c are opportu n i t i es  
offered in  commu n i t i es in  the Northwest Terri tor i es . 

Mr .  Speaker , many ta l ented fami l y  peop l e  cannot take  job opportu n i t i es th at are av ai l ab l e  to them 
or even go to school  to upgrade the ir  s k i l l s because of the  l ack of d ay care faci l i t i es .  

Day C are Centres Good B u s i ness  Opportun i ty 

I am a l so conv i nced ,  Mr .  Speaker , that wi th the r i ght encour agement and support , once st andards are 
deve l oped and a po l i cy is  deve l oped , runn i n g  day care centres  wou l d  be a good bus i ness opportu n i ty 
for many peop l e  i n  t h e  Northwest Terr i tor i es .  I know t h at co-operat i on wi l l  be requ i red from the  
federa l  government and that a number of  report s are now  be i ng con s i dered by the  federal  government 
on t h i s  i s s ue .  I h ope th i s  w i l l  l ead to federal support so th at ,  together ,  var i ous  l eve l s  of 
government can t ack l e  th i s  very urgent prob l em .  

I j u s t  wanted to i nd i c ate br i ef l y  wh at a strong pr i or i ty th i s  i s  for the con st i tuents of I qa l u i t ,  
Mr . Speaker . Th ank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you ,  Mr .  Mi n i ster . To the mot i on .  Mr . B a l l antyn� .  

HON . MI CHAEL BAL LANTYN E :  Th ank you , Mr .  Speaker .  I k n ow I h ave concurrence of  my two co l l e agues 
that th i s  has been an ongo i ng pr i or i ty for the peop l e in  my const i tuency and for the peop l e  i n  
Ye l l owkn i fe gener a l l y .  There are a number of peop l e  r i ght n ow who ,  I th i nk ,  because there i s  n ot 
an adequ ate po l i cy i n  p l ace i n  the N orthwes t Terr i tori es are sufferi ng some hard sh i p ,  sufferi ng 
some d i ff i cu l ty. I we l come th i s  mot i on because I th i nk up unt i l  now the percept i o n  h as been t h at 
i t  has be en a prob l em on ly  i n  the l arger commun i t i e s .  I t h i nk w i th  th i s  mot i on we can d i spel  th at 
not i on .  I n  f act , i t  i s  a prob l em that i s  prev al ent through the who l e  Northwest Terr i tori es . There 
is  a need through  the who l e  N orthwest Terr i tori es to prov i de ·  t hat opt i o n  for parents who want to 
or ,  in many cases,  h ave to wor k .  I th i nk it is i mport ant for us to be p art of th at proces s .  As 
everyone knows , we have been wai t i ng for some years , and i t  was brou ght up in our l atest  
const i tuency meet i ng ,  for a feder al government program .  I t h i nk Mr .  R i ch ard q u i te  r i ght ly  s a i d  
that we cou l d  be wai t i n g  for a number of more years . There al ways has been a pro b l em w i t h  tryi ng 
to deci de pri ori t i es for t h i s  government and,  I gues s ,  al l governments wi th l i mi ted resourc e s .  
Some of the th i ngs th at we have t ack l ed a s  a government h ave bee n ,  for i n s t ance ,  s afe she l t ers for 
v i ct i ms of spou s al as s au l t .  We h ave seen a l ot of emp h as i s  on  as s i st ance to e l ders but I t h i nk th i s  
p art i cu l ar subject i s  now gett i ng the sort of recogn i t i on that i t  deserves . I t h i nk the mot i on i s  
very t i me ly  and the mot i on i s  very i mport ant .  
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Private Sector Has Responsi b i li ty 

Another factor I would l ike to bri ng i n  i s  that, besi des the involvement of governments, the 
pri vate sector has a responsi bil i ty in t h i s  area . In many countri es of the world and many places 
i n  Canada, in fact, the pri vate sector does take some respons ib il i ty in ch i ld care . So I t h i nk 
that i n  developi ng t h i s  poli cy we should look at a number of opt ions. Look at how we can deal as a 
government with  the federal government, how we can deal as a government wi th  the pri vate sector and 
put together a comprehensi ve package i n  the Northwest Terri tori es that w ill look after our needs .  
I t h i nk that we in  the  Terri tor ies have to  make a case very, very strongly that the  si tuat i on in 
the  North is very d i fferent from that i n  many areas i n  the South. In the North, because of the 
extremely h i gh cost of livi ng, in  many cases, i t  is  imperat ive that both parents work, just to 
survive.  I t h i nk that this i s  not the case i n  many places i n  southern Canada . 

Lack Of Day Care Fac i li t i es Decreases Talent Pool 

I t h i nk, also, i n  the  Northwest Terri tori es, with  l imi ted populat ion, that many t i mes i t  i s  women 
who have to stay at home and what we are doi ng is cut t i ng i nto our talent pool . We cannot afford, 
the Northwest Terri tori es, to cut i nto that talent pool of women . We need all the good people that 
we can get in leadersh i p  posi t i ons in  the Northwest Terri tori es and we need to have, I t h i nk, a 
poli cy that can fac i li tate that end . So, agai n, as a Member of the government, I will not be 
vot i ng on the mot i on .  But I just want to make i t  clear, as an MLA, an MLA represent i ng a 
Yellowkni fe const i tuency, that I fully support the spi r i t  of the mot i on .  Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. M ini ster. Mr . Nerysoo . 

MR . NERYSOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I had not ind i cated that I would speak, but seei ng as the 
Execut i ve are maki ng pol i t i cal statements, I thought the opposi t i on mi ght. Firstly, let me say to 
the Members in t h i s  House, that a mot i on has to recogni ze not only the abi li ty of two people in the 
fam ily to work, but the reali ty that in many communi t i es one person out of a fami ly is unable to 
work . Unable to work because of lack of access to employment or unable to work because of the lack 
of educat i onal ski lls . The other important factor is that the communi t i es have never had the 
opportuni ty to part i c ipate in any k ind of ch ild care servi ces. That is  t he reali ty. The reali ty 
is that the larger centres, at least, have had that access . Let me also, Mr . Speaker, indi cate 
that wh i le presently there is access for larger centres, the process for accessi ng funds i s  such 
th at i t  is done on an ad hoc basi s, th at there are no er i teri a, no gui deli nes, th at it causes 
confusi on and problems for people that are part i c i pat i ng in these ch ild care servi ces .  I would 
al so ind i cate th at the intent of the mot ion, I beli eve, is to get some ideas from government and 
from the publi c  as to the type of pol i cy that would best serve the i nterests of the people, 
includi ng the i dea of consi deri ng the manner i n  wh i ch we will use publi c funds and pri vate funds, 
i f  t hat i s  possible . Just let me i nd i cate, Mr . Speaker, my support for the mot i on .  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo .  To the mot i on .  Mr. Butters. 

HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I am qui te sure t h i s  mot i on will receive the unani mous support of 
the House . In recognizing that, I would just li ke to thank the M in ister and h i s  department for the 
manner i n  wh i ch they responded to my requests of them for the second part of the mot i on .  I found 
them very recept i ve and forthcomi ng when approached by a Member of th i s  House to effect the 
object ive that is  i nd i cated in that part i cular sect i on .  So, I would just like to use t h i s  
opportuni ty t o  thank the department and the Mini ster for attempt i ng t o  meet, at least, the concerns 
of my const i tuency. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. M in ister . To the mot i on .  Mrs. Lawrence, do you w ish to close 
debate? You have the floor .  Ready for the quest ion? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Quest i on .  

Mot i on 5-86(2), Carr ied 

MR . SPEAKER: All those in  favour? Opposed, if  any? The mot i on i s  carri ed.  

---Carri ed 

---Applause 



- 224 -

MR. SPEAKER: Motions. Mr. Butters . 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I request unanimous consent to proceed with Motion 6-86(2). 

MR. SPEAKER: Unanimous consent is being requested by Mr. Butters to proceed with his motion . Are 
there any nays? Proceed, Mr. Butters . •  

Motion 6-86(2): Management And Services Board Appointment, Carried 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker: 

WHEREAS the Hon. Michael Ballantyne has resigned from the Management and Services Board ; 

AND WHEREAS the Legisl ative Assemb l y  and the Executive Council Act requires that there be two 
Ministers of the Executive Council on the Management and Services Board ; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Slave River, that the Hon. Bruce 
McLaughlin be appointed to the Management and Services Board. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: The motion is in order. To the motion. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question being called. All those in favour?  Opposed, if any? The motion is 
carried. 

---Carried 

Item 14, motions. 

Item 15, first reading of bills. 

Item 16, second reading of bills. Item 17, consideration in committee of the whole of bills and 
other matters. Tabled Document 1 3-86(2), Government of the Northwest Territories Response to the 
Recommendations of the Task Force on Aboriginal Languages, with Mr. Wah-Shee in the chair. 

ITEM 17: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER TABLED l:X)CUMENT 13-86(2): GOVERNMENT OF THE 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES RESPONSE TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TASK FORCE ON ABORI GINAL LANGUAGES 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): The committee will come to order. We are still continuing with Tabled 
Document 13-86(2), Government of the Northwest Territories Response to the Recommendations of the 
Task Force on Aboriginal Languages. Yesterday, we were on recommendation 23, identification of 
bilingual positions. Mr. Minister. 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Chairman, we were just at the conclusion of the report and I would be 
p 1 eased to answer any quest i ans th at I can with respect to the remaining recommend at i ans. In the 
event that I do find that I need staff, I will call them in, but if we can avoid that, I will just 
see if I can deal with it myse l f. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister, there is no need to refer to me as k 'aowe, I am chairman. 
Coriments on recorimendation 23. There are none. 

Recommendation 24, Provision Of Airline Services 

Recommendation 24, provision of airline services, schedules and other flight information in 
aboriginal languages ; provision of flight safety and flight-attendant information in aboriginal 
languages. Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to ask the Government Leader how he intends to 
imp l ement a policy like that for f l ight attendants.  
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I just want to ask the Min i ster how he i nt ends to implement such a policy for most of the ai rlines 
whi ch are under private enterpri se and I am just curious on how they intend to implement i t .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr . Min i ster .  

HON . NICK SIBBESTON : Mr. Chai rman, as the response t o  t h i s  recommendation indicat es, I have 
written a letter to all of the airline companies operating in the North with a view to urging them 
to see if they could provide informat i on to the ir  passengers in any of the ab'origin al languages 
corrmon in the are a th at they serve .  I have not had a response from any of the operators s i nee 
writing the lett ers, so I do n ot know what the react i on i s. I am hoping that my request will be 
responded to posi tively and that it would be done on a volunt ary basis . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. 

HON . NICK SIBBESTON : Mr . Chai rman, I i ndicated in thi s regard that our government would be pleased 
to be of whatever assist ance we could in providing wri tten materi als or any audi o  voiced messages 
that could be used on ai rli nes or airplanes.  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Thank you . Recommendation 24. Mr . Gargan. 

MR . GARGAN : Mr . Chairman, not concern i ng recommendation 24, but I would like to know if I might be 
able to go back to recommendation 18. I was not here when that part i cular recommendation was 
addressed . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Request to go back to recorrmendation 18. Do committee Members agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS :  Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Mr . Gargan, to recorrmendat i on 18 . 

Further Discussion Of Recommendat i on 18 

MR . GARGAN : Thank you, Mr . Chairman . On recommendation 18, the recommendation is to provide 
interpreters as soon as possible on arrest, search or se i zure, or apprehension of a ch ild or 
ment ally incompetent person. This is one area I have quite a bit of concern over because of the 
experiences I have had wi th regard to arrest and seizure and apprehensi on .  In most cases I thi nk 
it is more of a formality -- although a person's right has bee n  read to him, whether he understands 
that right or n ot is n ot something that has ever been explained.  Myself, about 12 years ago I was 
arrested and I was kept for 48 hours without a charge be i ng laid against me. I had the experience 
of st aying in jail for 48 hours without a charge being laid. Although my rights were read to me, I 
was never given the opportunity to practise that ri ght so I e nded up just about making a confession 
to a crime I never commi tted .  This is t he situation you experience in a lot of the communities 
where a person wou 1 d not be gi ven the opportunity to seek a 1 awyer bee au se there is no 1 awyer in 
most commun i ties. In most cases the individual, although you have a judici al system, confesses to  
a crime . So  what you have is a court party that travels along to the communities on chartered ai r 
services that wait for them in the communities and they go t hrough a formality because there is no 
trial . It i s  more a formality than anything else. What happens is that the person admits to his 
gui lt and is never tried. So you come up w i th a si tuation where the indiv i dual will ple ad guilty 
to a charge and that is it . Then the magistrate goes through the process of sent enci ng the 
person .  

Agai n, there are cases where aborigin al people who do n ot understand the English language are 
forced or admit to guilt by putting an " X "  on a piece of paper . A lot of times I watch TV, the 
Ameri can network, where the judicial system is such that the e nforcer has to properly do h i s  job or 
else most cases are not brought to trial because of error on the part of the person that i s  
arresting . So th i s  i s  o n e  area that I am concerned about . Thi s  particular issue about providi ng 
interpreters i s  somethi ng that is rarely pract i sed . Again, the whole issue of a court circu i t  is 
really just a formali ty and i t  i s  cost i ng the t axpayers qui te a bit of money. I would like to see 
i f  they are go i ng to be providing that ki nd of i nterpreting serv i ce .  I think it has to be an 
education al thing, too, because a lot of people i n  the commun i ties do n ot reali ze what their rights 
are . Ignorance is preyed on by the authori ties. They use that to get a confessi on out of people. 
Thank yo�. 
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MR. RICHARD :  (Inaudible comment) • . .  my conflict . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Mr. Mini ster . 

Justice System Has Improved 

HON. N ICK SIBBESTON : Mr. Chai rman, I certainly appreciate what the Member says . The report has 
certai nly given attenti on to this problem and our response is that the Department of Justice is 
holding discussions with the RCMP to deal with the system and procedures that can be set up to deal 
w i th a situati on where interpreters are needed. I can note from my own experiences that the system 
of justi ce in the North over the past several years has been improved considerably by the 
i nstitution and provis i on of courtworkers. 

AN HON. MEMBER : Hear, hear! 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON : And in my experience I have found that the courtworkers, who are generally 
native people who speak the language of the accused , are made avai lable to the lawyers and to the 
court system. Thi s  has ai ded the jud i cial system greatly. I do find that the whole court system 
has improved considerably and , in my own experience , for the most part justice is done. People are 
provided with opportuniti es to see lawyers and to be dealt with in their own language as much as 
possible. So whereas I have some sympathy for what the Member is saying , I do know that the system 
has i ncreased and i mproved consi derably, particularly from the time that he mentions when he was 
dealt wi th seemingly severely. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE :  Thank you. think the comments of the Member will need more than a 
s i ngle soluti on .  What we are looki ng at, as a government, is a package of solutions to try to deal 
w i th a seri ous problem . I would like to outline a number of things that have been done, are being 
done, and w i ll be done to try to deal with the problem outlined by the Members. 

Obviousl y, in the area of legal aid, we have been able to get more resources in legal aid. We are 
putting in legal aid centres in some areas where there was not access, as you said , to lawyers 
before. Now that is only a beginning. There are still other communities that have a problem but 
we have been able to begin. I think the fact that a judge , for instance , is going to the Baffin is 
a beginning. Sometime in the future, we would like to see each region have their own judges, and 
also at some time in the future , we would like to see aboriginal judges in the various regions of 
the Northwest Territories. 

Recruitment And Traini ng Of Justices Of The Peace 

A major priority of our government is the recruitment and training of JPs. I will be making a 
mi nisterial statement at this session as to a process that we will be putting into place for the 
recruitment and training of JPs throughout the Northwest Territories. Since JPs deal with 
approximately 50 per cent of the crimes in the Northwest Territories, I think that is a very 
critical part of our justice system and we have made that a priority. 

I th i nk the Member made a very valid comment when he talked about the education of the public and 
that in many small communities -- in fact , in many of the larger communities, including Yellowknife 
-- people are not aware of their rights. There is the legal public education process that we have 
really just started in the last year which we , along with the federal government, support. You 
might have seen some of the ads that are on television now. They are an independent organization 
but they have our fu 1 1  support and are getting out to the communities and letting peop 1 e know what 
their ri ghts are. So again, it is a small step but I think it is a step in the right direction. 

The recruitment of special constables is something which is a priority. We have had some problem 
in the past, as you know , with a reluctance on the part of certain i ndividuals to serve , for 
i nstance, as speci al constables withi n  their own community because of family ties, because of 
friends. It i s  a problem that we are trying to deal with right now. Sometimes it is very 
diffi cult for somebody to have to act as a policeman when family and friends are involved. But it 
is something that we have made a priority of the department, that is, the recruitment of special 
constables. 
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Tra in ing And Use Of Interpreters In Just i ce System 

I t h i nk the whole area of i nterpreters i n  the court s and the interpreters throughout government i s  
cri t i cal t o  the success  of the t ask force. A s  I s a i d  yesterd ay , we are i n  the proces s of doi ng a 
study ri ght now to see exactly wh at resources we w ill need and wh at sort of techn i cal sk i lls 
i nterpreters w i t h i n  the just i ce system wi ll h ave to acqu i re and the best way for us to make t hose 
s k i lls ava ilable to them. Wh at we envi s i on in the future i s ,  whether or not it i s  under the 
ausp ices of the Department of Just i ce or government , th at there i s  a network of i nterpreters 
throughout the Northwest Territori es and that the police are requi red to use those i nterpreters if  
they do not h ave, for i ns t ance, a speci al const able, so  t h at people are aware of their r i ghts .  

Some of  these we can do  i mmed i ately, some wi ll t ake longer . We  are beginn i ng negot i at i ons on  the  
RCMP agreement and some of  the  cons i derat i ons ri ght now that we are cons i der i ng as  we renegot i ate 
i s  to i ncorporate, in our agreement w i th the RCMP, some of these reali t i es of poli ci ng in the 
Northwest Terri tori es. So I t h i nk that the Member has brought  up a good po i nt. 

I qu i te agree w i t h  the Government Leader that the system of just ice has improved but we st i ll have 
a way to go. I th i nk t h at what we are try ing to do on a number of fronts over the next few months 
and years is actually to in fact improve th at system and have a just ice system th at people i n  the 
Northwest Terri tori es are comfort able w i t h ,  underst and and feel is fair and relevant to thei r 
needs .  Th ank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Th ank you. Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN : Th ank you , Mr. Chai rman. Th i s  recommendat i on 18 h as to do w ith  prov i d i ng i nterpreters 
when a person i s  arrested , se ized,  searched or apprehended . I agree w i th the M in i ster t h at there 
was someth i ng on CBC by the Department of Jus t i ce regard i ng what happens if you are arres ted. It 
i s  as the M in i ster s ai d  as far as the jud ic i al system goes , the court c ircui t. Th at i s  not the 
po int that I am tryi ng to get across.  

Right s Not Properly Understood 

The po int that I am try i ng to get across i s  that once a person i s  arres ted , alt hough he i s  gi ven 
the opportun i ty by a li ttle p i ece of p aper s ayi ng h i s  r ights -- to remai n qui et and all that s tuff 
-- i s  th at explai ned to h im ?  In a lot of cases , i t  i s  not the law enforcers ,  the RCMP negot i ate as 
lawyers by s ay ing i f  you confess ,  you wi ll get a lesser sentence or lesser fi nes . I do not know 
wh at the purpose of read i ng a statement on the ir  ri ghts  is if they are go i ng to contrad i ct it by 
tryi ng to force them to make a confes s i on. Th i s  i s  where I h ave problems. And then you h ave a 
court c ircu i t  that i s  go i ng i nto communi t ies and you have an as sembly li ne of people plead i ng 
gui lty. 

I went to a court ci rcu i t  th at was i n  Fort Provi dence about a month ago , and i n  two hours t i me they 
went through 20 people and there was no tri al. There was just a gui lty plea all the way and the 
sentence was brought down. So it i s  all a formali ty, and I do not know why they call it a tri al. 
There i s  no tri al, there i s  no contest. Th i s  i s  wh at I am try i ng to get at , and whether the 
department i s  do i ng someth i ng in the area of bri ng ing to the attent i on of the public that they do 
h ave rights and th at those rights have to be respected . I t h i nk the law enforcers should use th at 
w i th  the utmost d i scret i on. Th ank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Jus t i ce M i n i s ter. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE : I underst and the Member 's concerns. Yes , we are attempt i ng to do just 
t h at.  I w i ll be s i t t i ng down wi th  the RCMP to see wh at sort of immed i ate step s we can t ake to 
allevi ate some of the Member ' s  concerns. I wi ll be t alk i ng w i th t he legal public educat i on people 
about better ways th at they can get the ri ghts of people across to the publi c .  We are aware of the 
problem and we are attempt i ng to deal w i th it w ith  some immed i ate responses and also some long-term 
permanent responses and hopefully we w ill not have the same problem fi ve years from now .  I t ake 
the Member's concerns seri ously and we are look i ng i nto i t. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah -Shee) : Th ank you. Mr. Erkloo. 

MR. ERKLOO: (Trans l at i on) Th ank you, Mr. Ch a irman. Concerni ng the judge -- t h i s  h as been a b ig  
problem i n  our communi ty ,  th at they come to  the communi ty by a ch arter and right away they leave 
the communi ty as soon as they are through w i th the court s ,  even though some of them do not f in i sh 
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their  court cases. The people that are wai ti ng to be tri ed have appeared three or four 
They have wai ted three or four ti mes before the judge comes i nto the commun i ty and they wait 
time for that . The judge comes into the community by charter. They should be gi ven time to 
li ttle b it  longer i n  the communi ty, for thi s  reason. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ):  Thank you . .  Mr. Ballantyne. 

ti mes. 
a l ong 
stay a 

HON. M I CHAEL BALLANTYNE: I thank the Member for h is  comments. We are aware of the problems that 
the Member has brought forward . I thi nk peop 1 e al so have to keep in context the cost of tryi ng to 
serv ice such a huge area and those costs are goi ng up and up and up all the ti me and we are tryi ng 
to f ind some balance in the system. Now, hopefully, by having a judge i n  the Baff in, some of the 
problems in  the Baff i n  w ill be allevi ated. In years to come, as I said, by putti ng judges i n  
reg i ons we mi ght not have qu i te the same problems we have ri ght now wi th the ci rcu i ts but I thi nk 
we are al l aware of the problems the Member has brought forward and we are doi ng our best to try to 
deal w ith those problems. Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. 

Recommendation 25, Use Of Aborigi nal Languages By Federal Government Departments 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you. Now we turn to recommendation 25. Just for the record I wi l l  
read recommendati on 25. The Government should encourage federal government departments acti ve i n  
the North to use abor i g i nal languages, as well as Engl i sh and French, when deal ing w ith people 
l iv ing i n  pri mari ly abor ig inal communiti es and regi ons. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

Recommendati on 26, Train ing Programs In Journali sm 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Recommendati on 26, traini ng programs in journali sm are requi red for 
nati ve language broadcasters. A formal corm1uni cati ons train ing program should be developed by the 
government i n  order to train more northern res i dents i n  communicati ons sk i lls. Any comments? 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  Does committee agree that thi s  tabled document is  now concluded? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

- - -Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee ) :  shall now call progress. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Wah-Shee. 

I TEM 18: REPORT OF COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

REPORT OF COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF TABLED DOCUMENT 13-86(2), GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST 
TERRITORIES RESPONSE TO THE RECOMMENDAT IONS OF THE TASK FORCE ON ABOR IGINAL LANGUAGES 

MR. WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, your commi ttee has been consi deri ng Tabled Document 13-86(2), 
Government of the Northwest Territories Response to the Recommendati ons of the Task Force on 
Abori gi nal Languages, and Mr. Speaker I w ish to report this  matter concluded. 

Motion To Accept Report Of Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the report of the commi ttee of the whole be concurred wi th. 

MR. SPEAKER: Members have heard the report of the chairman of the committee of the whol e. Are you 
agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Carr ied 
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MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Clerk , announcements and orders of the day, please. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hami lton): Announcements, Mr. Speaker. There wi 1 1  be a meet ing of the 
stand i ng commi ttee on f i nance i mmediately after adjournment today. 

ITEM 19: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day for Fri day, October 24th at 10:00 a. m. 

1. Prayer 

2. Mi n isters ' Statements 

3. Members ' Statements 

4. Returns to Oral Quest i ons 

5. Oral Quest i ons 

6. Wri tten Quest i ons 

7. Returns to Wri tten Quest i ons 

8. Repli es to  Opening Address 

9. Pet i t  i ans 

10. Reports of Standi ng and Special Commi ttees 

11. Tabli ng of Documents 

12. Not i ces of Mot i on 

13. Not i ces of Mot i on for Fi rst Read i ng of B ills 

14. Mot i ons 

15. Fi rst Read i ng of B ills 

16. Second Read i ng of Bills 

17. Consi derat i on i n  Commi ttee of the Whole of Bi lls and Other Matters 

18. Report of Commi ttee of the Whole 

19. Third  Readi ng of B ills 

20 . Orders of the Day 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Th i s  House stands adjourned unt i l  Fri day, October 24th at 
10:00 a. m. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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