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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1987 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Michael Ballantyne, Ms Cournoyea, Mr. 
Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallum, Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Mr. 
Nerysoo, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Hon. Red Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Richard, Hon. Nick 
Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. T'Seleie 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Would the House come to order, please? I am having a great deal of 
trouble to get the birthday boy to sit down so I can wish him happy birthday. Happy birthday, Mr. 
Ballantyne. 

---Applause 

AN HON. MEMBER: Speech, speech! 

AN HON. MEMBER: How old is he? 

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the day for Friday, February 27th. Item 2 and one half on your agenda, 
Ministers' statements. Item 2, Ministers' statements. Mr. Butters. 

ITEM 2: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Minister's Statement 12-87(1): Property Tax Increase 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I wish to advise Members that the Execut i v-e Council has agreed to 
increase property taxes by 10 per cent for the 1987 year in taxation areas outside the tax-based 
municipalities. These taxes are collected by the Government of the Northwest Territories in all 
locations outside the eight tax-based municipalities of Fort Simpson, Fort Smith, Hay River, 
Inuvik, Iqaluit, Norman Wells, Pine Point and Yellowknife. Based on the most recent property 
assessments, this increase will generate an additional $230,000 in revenue in 1987. Tax rates in 
these locations have not increased since 1967 when property taxes were first imposed. As a result, 
these taxes are much lower than they are in those municipalities which set and collect their own 
taxes. 

I am also announcing today that in the seven municipalities of Fort Simpson, Fort Smith, Hay River, 
Inuvik, Iqaluit, Norman Wells and Pine Point, the school levy set by the Northwest Territories 
government wi 11 be increased by 10 per cent for' 1987. These rates have al so not been increased 
since 1967 and are much lower than in Yellowknife, where the rates are set by the two school boards 
to cover expenses. We expect this measure to generate an additional $150,000 in 1987. 

Over the past 20 years .a property tax system has developed, whereby the assessed values in 
different communities have been altered by applying local modifiers to the value of improvements. 
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Different communities have been assessed in different years, which has also led to differences in 
assessed values between communities. Because of these differences in assessments, it is not 
possible to compare property taxes in the various communities across the Northwest Territories. As 
a result of its examination of assessments and taxes, the Executive Council has requested the 
Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs to review its method of assessing property values in 
various communities, to ensure that the burden of property taxation is fairly spread across al 1 
residents. 

Before I sit down I would indicate to the honourable Member for Slave River that the communities 
affected have been notified, by telephone, of the increase to the education mill rate tax and I 
will be expecting that we would have discussion of taxation with regard to municipalities when the 
Finance budget comes up and we can respond to questions at that time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Butters. Item 2, Ministers' statements. This appears to conclude 
Ministers' statements for today. Item 3, Members' statements. Mr. Pudluk. 

ITEM 3: MEMBERS' STATEMENTS 

�ember's St ate,ment 0
1

n Mini, sters' Abse��e Fr9m House. 

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just want to state that we, the elected 
Members, have a lot of responsibilities. Also we have elected our eight Executive Council Members 
and if they are not going to be in attendance at the Assembly or if they are going to be away, I 
think they should notify us in advance. For instance, Gordon Wray stated that he was going to be 
away. Th at was good. But for those Ministers who 1 eave without notifying the Members first, we 
would like to know for what reason they are going to be leaving. Sometimes it does not make the 
House run very well when they leave without notifying the Members. I feel that from now on the 
Ministers should notify us when they are going to be away because we elected them and we would like 
to know why they are going to be away and for how long. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Pudluk. Members' statements. That appears to conclude Members' 
statements for today. 

Item 4, returns to oral questions. Item 5, oral questions. Mr. Richard. 

ITEM 5: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 083-87(1): Action Plan Based On 1984 Torrance Report 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health and Social Services and it 
concerns the Alcohol and Drug Co-ordinating Council. Last October, Mr. Speaker, a motion was 
passed in this Assembly calling on the government to act on a 1984 report which addressed then many 
shortcomings of the current direction and mandate and performance of the Alcohol and Drug 
Co-ordinating Council. That motion passed in the Assembly, Mr. Speaker, requested the government 
to act on the report and bring in a p 1 an of action to present to this Assemb 1 y during this 
session. Can the Minister indicate what he has done to act on the 1984 Torrance report? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 083-87(1): Action Plan Based On 1984 Torrance Report 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The ADCC people and NNADAP people from Health and 
Welfare Canada, as well as officials from my department are working on that and I expect to have a 
report and a plan from them·to table in the House before the session ends. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. You are taking the question as notice. Mr. Richard. 

Supplementary To Questiory 083-87(1): AGtion Plan Based On 1984 Torrance Report 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Speaker, I heard the Minister say that he would be reporting to this Assembly 
this session. In that context, Mr. Speaker, a supplementary. Is the Minister aware that the 
shortcomings of the Alcohol and Drug Co-ordinating Council -- the 1 ack of regular meetings, the 
lack of attendance by members of the council, the lack of continuity of the membership of the 
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council -- that these shortcomings continue to this very day as were pointed out in the 1984 
Torrance report? Is the Minister aware that these things have been happening since 1984 and 
particularly since October of last year? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 083-87(1): Action Plan Based On 1984 Torrance Report 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, that is one of my concerns and that is why I brought it 
to the caucus because ADCC was originally established by this Assembly. I want to do something 
about attendance. I looked at the make-up and was advised th at I was unable to make appointments 
to that association. It is structured so that the organizations that participate pick their people 
and there is lack of continuity. The people from different organizations change and do not come to 
meetings. Some of the people on the board have conflict of interest situations because they work 
for projects and at the same time are determining how much the project is going to make. There are 
difficulties with it and that is why I brought it to caucus for some direction and I appreciate 
that the Assembly has made a motion to give us direction because that ADCC was established by the 
Assembly. Also, Mr. Speaker, I did not take that question as notice; I said that I expect a report 
to be available to me with an action plan that I can hopefully table in this House before the 
session ends. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you and I note thrt you did not take the question as notice Mr. Richard. 

Supplementary To Question 083-87(1): Action Plan Based On 1984 Torrance Report 
' 

MR. RIC HARD: Mr. Speaker, we are now into the fourth week of this sitting of this session and I do 
not think any of us know �,hen the session is going to end, whether it is this month or the month of 
May or June. Can the Minister be more specific-as to when he is going to present a plan of action 
for the consideration of the Members of the Assembly in terms of a calendar date? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 083-87(1): Action Plan Based On 1984 Torrance Report 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I hope to do so it before the session adjourns. 

No, I cannot give a specific date at this time but 
Tha'nk you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. That ccnc·ludes this item for today. Item 
6, written questions. Mr. Angottitauruq. 

ITEM 6: WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Que3tion Wl8-87(1) : Meat Handling And Butchering Course 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: I have a short written question this morning, regarding a meat handling and 
butchering course and it reads: The Natilikmiot communities are· struggling to be more economically 
self-sufficient as in other areas of the Northwest Territories. We feel if we had a good knowledge 
of meat handling, specifically in butchering, it would benefit the communities. Would the Minister 
of Education look into the matter of funding and means to have a good course for each settlement in 
Natilikmiot? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Angottitauruq. Written questions. Mr. Nerysoo. 

Qu�stion Wl9-87(1) : Details Regarding Mu,sk-Ox Program Developments Limited 

MR. NERYSOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Would the Minister responsible for Social Services provide 
this House with the answers to the following questions? 1) Where, in Yellowknife, is the office 
of Musk-ox Program Developments Limited located? 2) How many residents of the NWT are employed in 
this office? 3) How many NWT residents, including native p�ople, are employed by Musk-ox Program 
Developments Limited in all their present contracts? 4') What specific training programs are 
offered to the employees of Musk-ox Program Developments Limited? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo. Written questions. That appears to cone l ude written 
questions for today. 
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Item 7,  returns to written questions. understand there are no returns today. 

Item 8, replies to Opening Address. 

Item 9, petitions. 

Item 10, reports of st anding and special committees. 

Item 11, tabling of documents. 

Item 12, notices of motion. 

Item 13, notices of motion for first reading of bills. 

Item 14, motions. 

Item 15, first reading of bills. Item 16, second reading of bills. Bill 2-87(1), Advisory Council 
on the Status of Women Act. Mr. Pedersen. 

ITEM 16: SECOND READING OF BILLS 

Bill 2-87( 1): Advisory Council, On The Status Of Women Act 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Pine 
Point, that Bill 2-87(1), An Act to Amend the Advisory Council on the Status of Women Act, be read 
for the second time. The purpose of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women Act to allow for the appointment of substitute members of the advisory council 
for a term of three years; and to provide for the appointment of two vice-presidents. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, .Mr. Minister. To the principle of the bill. Question is being called. 
All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 2-87(1) has had second reading. Item 17, consideration in committee of the whole of bills and 
other matters: Tabled Document 1-87(1), Boundary and Constitutional Agreement for the 
Implementation of Division of the Northwest Territories between the Western Constitutional Forum 
and the Nunavut Constitutional Forum; Bill 1-87(1), Appropriation Act, 1987-88; Bill 7-87(1), 
Education Act; Bill 6-87(1), Criminal Injuries Compensation Act, with Mr. Gargan in the chair. 

ITEM 17: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER TABLED DOCUMENT 1-87(1), BOUNDARY AND 
CONSTITUTIONAL AGREEMENT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF DIVISION OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES BETWEEN 
THE WESTERN CONSTITUTIONAL FORUM AND THE NUNAVUT CONSTITUTIONAL FORUM; BILL 1-87(1), APPROPRIATION 
ACT, 1987-88 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): The committee will now come to order. 

Tabled Document 1-87(1) 

We are dealing with Tabled Document 1-87(1). Ms Cournoyea. 

Motion To Defer Discussion Of Tabled Document 1-87(1) 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman, because of the particular topic that is on the table and the issues 
that have to be weighed and some of the questions that have come forward in yesterday's discussion, 
because I believe this question is a very important question on the division of the Northwest 
Territories, I move that we defer further discussion until Thursday, March 5th. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Ms Cournoyea, can we have a copy of your motion? The motion reads that we 
move that we defer dis::ussion on Tabled Document 1-87(1) to March 5th, Thursday. Ms Cournoyea, 
your motion is in order. 

I 
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MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman, we all have been weighing for the last three or four weeks, the 
arg_uments and the issues around this very important topic. My understanding is that, in the next 
few d-ays, there will be meetings with other organizations in Yellowknife taking place that will 
determine the boundary between the TFN and the Dene/Met is and as well I would 1 i ke to take the 
opportunity to weigh some of the questions that have been given to me from certain Members, by 
reading the transcripts once again so that we can move ahead and deal with the question that we 
wish to put to our constituencies. I do not wish to just speak off the cuff on this issue because 
it is a very important issue particularly to the area and the people that I represent and I am sure 
that the issue is equally important to other individuals who represent various constituencies 
throughout the Northwest Territories. In order to weigh the arguments and think about the issues, 
I believe a number of days are important for me and I am sure that, because of the magnitude of our 
decision, the number of days that I suggest that we defer this item is not a long time. It will 
not take away from the question of placing a plebiscite before people at the earliest possible 
convenience. So, Mr. Chairman, the request and motion to defer is just to contemplate and look at 
the arguments. As well I would like to give others, who are not in this Assembly, the opportunity 
to perhaps come to us 111ith decisions that may be made in the next five days. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Mr. Erkloo, to the motion to defer. 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just want to say that I am in support of the 
mover of the motion. This is very important and there are some Members who are not here to discuss 
this, especially the people from the Keewatin Region. Members from the Keewatin Region are not 
here today and I always believe that we should give other people some opportunity to speak whether 
we agree with them or not. I think that we should give other people some opportunity to speak on 
this. If there was to be a motion to accept the boundary agreement, some will be opposed -tr:, it. I 
think there will be a lot of us who will be speaking on it. I think that we should give an 
opportunity to the Keewatin Region representatives because I myself have to talk about them and I 
would hate to talk about them behind their backs. I am sure that we have a lot of things to say 
about this issue. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Mr. MacQuarrie, to the motion to defer. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, I think I can support the motion, Mr. Chairman. see that it would also 
give Members a chance during the week to discuss the ongoing process, what kind of motion can be 
formulated to deal with the agreement and I think that that would be a welcome opportunity, so I 
think I can support the motion. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. Mr. Pudluk, to the motion to defer. 

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As a Member of the NCF, I am in sup:;iort of the 
motion to defer. Perhaps when we start dealing with this again the Keewatin people will be here 
and the Member for Aivilik will be here to discuss this, because they are opposing the boundary 
agreement. Perhaps if they still oppose it, they should discuss the Keewatin Region being a member 
of the Western Arctic and the Inuvialuit coming into the Nunavut region. I think maybe that is the 
only way that they could be happy. I am very happy to defer this issue. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. To the motion to defer. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MQtion To Defer Discussion Of Tabled Document 1-87(1), Carried 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Question has been cal led. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Thank you. We will go now to Bill 1-87(1), Appropriation Act, 1987-88, with Mr. Butters. 
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Bill 1-87(1), Appropriation Act, 1987-88 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Chairman, to indicate that the order provided on the reverse of the agenda 
is now incorrect and in view of the fact that Mr. Wray is absent in Ottawa to speak with Mr. 
Crosbie, to fill that vacancy I would suggest the Department of Renewable Resources, the third 
item, be moved up. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Does the committee agree then that we move on to Renewable Resources? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Department Of Renewable Resources 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister, your opening remarks. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Could I have the indulgence of the committee to move 
to the witness table? I will bring my witnesses in and make my opening remarks. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Does the committee agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Mr. Richard. 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chairman, I would like to request that we take a 10 or 15 minute adjournment. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Does the committee agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): We will take a 10 minute recess. 

---SHORT RECESS 

Mr. Pedersen, for the record would you introduce your witnesses, please? 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Members of the committee. On my immediate left is 
Mr. Jim Bourque, the deputy minister of Renewable Resources, and to my right is Mr. David Brackett, 
the assistant deputy minister of Renewable Resources. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Would you like to start with your opening 
address? 

�inister's Openjng Remarks 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: It is my pleasure to report to you today on the activities of the Department of 
Renewable Resources and to introduce our 1987-88 departmental budget. We have been busy and much 
has been accomplished since I spoke to you in my budget address a year ago. The goal of the 
Department of Renewable ·Resources is to maintain the diversity and ensure the long-term 
productivity of renewable resources while ensuring that the quality of the environment is 
maintained. 

As you are well aware, the Northwest Territories economy is tied directly to our natural 
resources. Over the past year, with the downturn in the oil and gas industry, the importance of 
the renew ab le resource sector has become even more evident. In any ba 1 anced northern development 
scenario the stabilizing influence of the renewable resource sector must be recognized. The wise 
management of the renewable resource sector is crucial to the future success of our northern 
economy, physical health, the achievement of self-sufficiency in food and fibre, and to the 
spiritual and cultural aspirations of northern residents. We must recognize the critical 
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importance of the  renewable re s ource base; our wildlife , our fis h and marine mammal s ,  our for e sts , 
o ur land and wat er resource s ,  and the need to maintain a h ealth y ,  high quality natural 
environment . 

The budget of the department is a 1 1  ocat ed t o  reflect this importance. The tot a 1 operating budget 
of the Department of Renewable Res ources for the fiscal year ending March 31 , 1987 , was 
q.pproximat e l y  $14. 8 mill ion . For th e coming year th e department is r e que sting $15 . 9  million to 
carry out it s mandate and work toward it s goals in renewable resource development , wi 1 dl ife 
management , environmental protection and cons ervation education. Appro ximate ly 50 per cent of th e 
increase in t h is year ' s  budget is attributed t o  the fo ur per cent price factor increase. Th e 
remaining increas e has been allocated primarily t o  priority wildlife management programs such as 
t h e  North Baffin caribou s t udy, which has $65 ,000 allocated to it , furbearer management and 
res earch pr ogr ams , $50 ,000 , and bison studie s in part s of th e Mack enzie Valley have $220,000 
a 1 1  ocat ed. A 1 1  of these  programs wi 1 1  enable the department to deve 1 op a better understanding of 
specific wildlife re s ources . That unders tanding will , in t urn , enable us to deal effectively with 
pre s sure s on th ese  re s o urces in the  future. The end re sult of t h e se management and res earch 
programs sh ould be th e enhancement of th e renewable re s ource economy in th e NWT. 

Proposed increases  to both t h e  field s ervices and pollution contro l divis ions reflect the  co st  of 
improving progr am delivery in the East ern Arctic. The co st of enhancing the level of trapper 
incentive grants als o contribute s to an i ncrease  in th e field s ervices budget. Increas es in that 
program are particularly important at a time when th e trapping and fur indus try is under attack by 
s out h ern animal rights  groups. Our increas ed s upport and recognition of trapping in th e NWT will 
h e lp ensure it s rightful place in our economy. 

Large �t Portion Of Budget In Field Service s 

The 1 argest portion of o ur budget is a 1 1  ocat ed under t he 
our budget  is directed to provide service s in th e 
cons ervation education , and regulation and enforcement . 
e s t ablis h ed to support the  h unting and t rapping economy. 
high priorit y ,  intended to  make northern re sident s 
cons ervation goals . 

heading of field services; 5 7  per cent of 
area of renewable res ource development, 

Financial as sistance programs have been 
Education and information programs are a 

aw.are of departmental activities and 

The next  large s t  portion of our budget is allocated to 1vildlife management; 20 per cent of our 
budget is direct ed toward the implementation of programs de signed to a s s e ss the status and 
productivity of wildlife populations. This provides th e basis for decisions on the  limit s of  
sustainable yields . Efforts are focussed primarily upon caribo u ,  polar bear , gyrfalcon anc 
mus k-ox , with secondary proj ects that deal wit h wood bis on , Dall's sheep and furbearers . 

Land use activities are als o monitored and wildlife-relat ed concerns are dealt wit h through 
participation in the land use  lic ensing proce s s . Support is provided for the participation of 
north erners in th e management of renewable res ource s such as caribou management boards. 

The  remaining budget of my department is allocated to poll ution contro l ,  land use planning , policy 
and planning and administration .  The budget of the pollution control program , just over five per 
cent , is used t o  maintain the high standard of environmental quality that th e North now enjoys , 
t hrough programs t hat monitor and regulate industrial, commercial and municipal activities .  
Emphasis is placed on controlling spills of petroleum and ch emical products , management of 
hazardous wast es , controlling th e use of pes ticide s ,  unsight ly premis e s  and the admi nistrat ion of 
dangerous goods regulations. 

Mr. Chairman , th e budget for land use  planning , just  under f our per cent of our total, � lows th e 
co-ordination and management of th e Government of the Northwe s t  Territories participation in th e 
joint federal/territorial land use  planning program . 

The budget  allocated to departmental policy and planning functions , again jus t  under four per cent, 
is u sed to assist in the analysis of res ource management is s u e s  confronting the department; to 
as sist  in the development of policies and management tools · re quired to guide decisions on th e be st 
use of land and res ources in th e Nort hwe s t  Territorie s; to as sist in the development of strategie s 
to facilitate th e devolution of greater res ource management authority to this government; to ·as sist 
in the  co-ordination of the  department's role in the a s s e s sment and rev i ew of  resource deve lopment 
projects; and to maintain the department ' s  management information system and evaluation of program 
effectivenes s. 
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Tr ansfer Of Forest Res ource s 

We have succeeded , Mr. Chairman ,  in securing a mand at e for the tr ansfer of for e s t  resources from 
the feder al government . In conj unction with this t r ansfer , a comprehensive forest pol icy and 
appropriate l egis l ation are being prep ared . Wat e r  man agement in the NWT is stil l the 
responsibil ity of the feder al g overnment . However , the Department of Renewab le  Res ources , on 
behal f of the Government of the Nort hwest  Territ ories , is wor king j oint l y  wit h Indian and Nort hern 
Affairs Canad a to deve l op a w ater res ource m anagement pol icy for the NWT , and to negotiate 
interjurisdictiona l  w ater m anagement ag reement s with our neighbouring provinces and territ ories . 

The Dep artment of Renew abl e  Res ources is committed t o  renew abl e  resource devel opment as a m a j or 
contribut or t o  the s ocio-economic s t abil it y  and prosperity  of t he Northwe s t  Territ ories . Greater 
aut hority and cont rol  of n atur al  res ources can improve this g overnment ' s  cap abil ities in fostering 
economic deve l opment . U Himate l y  th at authority  and cont ro l  wil l improve the s ervice t he 
Department of Renew abl e  Res ources pr ovides to resident s of the Northwest  Territ ories. We see 
increased contro l  and authority as a means of ensuring that our prog r ams t ru l y represent the needs  
of  nor t herners. Our intent ion is  to enh ance the cont ribut i on t h at renew abl e  res ources m ake to  the 
territ orial economy and t o  the cul tur a l  herit age and aspir ations of northern resident s .  Our 
m anagement prog r ams  wil l continue to focus on the enh ancement of the economic op port unities 
provided by the sust ainabl e use of renewable  res ources in t he Northwes t Territ ories . Mr . Ch airman,  
those are my opening remar k s  and I now put the bud get for your consid er ation . 

---Appl ause 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Garg an ) : Thank you , Mr . Minister . Are there any gener a l  comment s? Mr. Richard . 

Department ' s  O And M Budget M ay Have No F at 

M R . R I CHAR D : Mr . Chairm an ,  I want to begin by indicating that this Minis ter al so  1-1as very 
co-oper ative and presented very v a l u ab l e  information to myse l f  as a Member of the s t anding 
commit tee on finance , dur.ing the review of this dep artment in the month of J anu ary . I g l e aned , 
Mr. Chairman , that Member s of the st anding committee on finance gener a l ly  fe l t  that this dep artment 
s t ood out among the other s , in t h at in al l l ikel ihood there w as no f at in this dep artment , because 
my impression fr om Members of the st  and ·i ng committee on finance with respect to  other department s 
without exception -- I s houl d s ay wUh the so l e exception of this dep artment -- was th at the O and 
M budget s  were indeed fat . Mr . Chairman ,  at t he ris k of repeating mysel f I s til l have t he s ame 
over a l l prob l em with  the bud get as a who l e . 

This Department of Renew abl e  Res ources is a sm a l l p art of the budget . It is onl y  some $16 mil l ion , 
t he O and M budget . It proposes a very sma l l increase in PYs . Some Members of o ur committee did 
h ave an over a l l concern about the prol ifer ation of increases in PYs  that are being proposed by this 
bud�et. One of the aspects of t h at ,  Mr. Chairman, was the pr o l ifer ation of a ssist ant deputy 
mini sters  that are being cre ated virtua l l y every week in this g overnment and I do note , or we were 
t o l d at l east , that this is one dep artment where there is a proposed or a l ready an increase in t he 
number of ADM positions. 

Mr. Chairm an , the over a l l budget d oes put us into a serious deficit posit ion and , wor s e ,  put s  us 
int o an ir reversib le  t r end of deficit bud gets with no forethought wh at s oever , in my view , of how we 
or our chil dren are g oing t o  get out of these deficit s or p ay for t hese deficit s in the future . 
Mr . Chairman ,  in response t o  a question posed by one of t he Ministers a few weeks ago ,  I do not 
know where � l  of the f at is in the bud get . I know where a l ot of it is and I int end to answer t he 
Minis ters in the coming weeks  specifical l y  where some of the f at is. I do not know where t he fat 
is in this dep artment's  budget . 

AN HON .  MEMBER : There is none . 

M R. R I CHAR D :  I do not know per s onal l y  for cert ain whether t here is any fat . I suspect there m ay 
not be , in this particu l ar department . 

I know with cert ainty,  Mr. Chairman ,  since we first spoke on this t opic a few weeks ago , fr an my 
m any convers ations wit h  other MLAs , members of the publ ic ,  member s of the pub l ic service , t h at 
t here is indeed a l ot of fat in t he bud get. It is fat by at l e as t  $20 mil l ion. The front page of 
t he main es tim ates d ocument indicates that the g overnment is as king us for $789 mil l ion but d oes 
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n ot intend to s pend $19 million of that , which are the projected lapses . I wou ld like to k now , 
Mr . Chairman ,  what these Ministers  are going to do in t he coming weeks t o  help this A s sembly in  
finding where the fat is . I would like to  rever se the o nu s .  We do  not have the k nowledge that the 
Ministers and t he E xecutive Co uncil have about these budgets , including this Department of 
Ren ewable Res ource s . They are not helping mat ters at all by refu sing to point out  where the $ 20 
mi l lio n ,  $ 25 million ,  can be fo und and I think they sho u ld help, Mr . Chairman . E s pecially when  
they concede on the front  page of  the document that there is $19 million that is  n ot going t o  be 
s pent . Why , in the name of all that is right , are they asking us for the $19 millio n ,  when t hey 
say they are not going to  s pend it? 

Mr . Chairman , at this time I want to  make a motion . 

Motion t o  Recommend Revision Of Main Estimates To Reflect Estimated Lapses 

I move that this commi ttee recommend that the Executive Co uncil prepare and s ubmit to  this 
committee revised main estimate fig ures in which the e s timated total lapses of $19,090 ,000 are 
deleted from individual department  estimates and that the revised main estimate figures  be pro vided 
t o  this committee prior to con sideration of the next departmen tal es timates . Thank yo u .  

CHAIRMAN  (Mr . Gargan) : Thank  yo u , Mr . Richard . Your m otion is i n  order . To t he motion . Mr . 
Richard . 

MR . RICHARD : Thank yo u ,  Mr . Chairman . Mr . Chairman , I do not think the motion needs much more 
explanation than that . If Members wo u l d  look at page v of t he main es timate s  document , they will 
see that the g overnment is proposing total expendit ure s of $789 million and three ent ries below 
that they are es timating that they will n ot s pend $19 ,090,000 of that . Members of the A s sembly 
have str uggled , bot h  in commit tee and in private conver satio n s  and in this A s sembly for the las t  
two or three week s ,  a s  t o  hov1 we a r e  goin g t o  find the $ 20 million o r  $ 25 million th at will t ake 
this budget o u t  of the po sition where it will put  the government  into debt for the first  time . I 
am s uggesting, Mr . Chairman , in this motion that if t he go vernment s ittin g  across from us are 
conceding from t he out set that they are n ot going t o  s pend $19 million of the $789 million , they 
should n ot be as king u s  for that money. 

A few days ago t he Ministers started by saying , "Tell u s  where it is fat; poi nt o ut to u s  where it 
is fat . "  Now ,  we started earli er this week by tryin,g wit h Mr . McCallum ' s  motion t o  point out  where 
the fat was . Then the Executive Council reversed their position . They said , " Do n ' t  yo u dare t o  
fo rce u s  t o  delete a s pecific item . Leave us the flexibility ,  delete the overall budget if 
necessary , bu t leave us t he flexibility of finding where best to make the cuts  and red uctio ns in  
t he increases . "  This is  what my motion attempt s to  do , Mr . Chairman . The motion asks  these eight 
wizards across t he way to go back t o  the drawing board and s how us where , in t he $789 million that 
is being propo sed ,  they are not going to s pend the $19 million , and to come back to us wit h each 
department ' s  estimates , that will in t otal reduce the $789 million by $19 million . 

HON . DEN NIS PATTERSO N :  Before we make any further progress on the budget . 

MR . RICHARD : Mr . Chairman , I do n ot thin k it is an unreaso nable request of the E xecutive Co uncil . 
It is admit tedly something t hat the standing committee on finance asked the Executive Co u ncil to  do 
thro ugh t he Minister of Finance on Jan uary 23rd of 1987 at the conclu si on of three weeks of 
cons ideration of the main estimates document s .  Thank yo u. 

CHAIRMA N  (Mr . Gargan) : Thank you ,  Mr .  Richard. To the m otion . Mr. Butt ers . 

HON . TOM BUTTE R S : I wo nder , Mr. Chairm an , i f  a copy of that motion cou ld be provided? I know yo u 
read it out again but  I wo u ld just  like to look at it . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Okay,  we will take a five min ute  break to circu late t his motion. 

- - -SHORT R ECESS 

CHAIR.MAN (Mr . Erkloo): The committee will come to order. I think all the Members have a copy of 
that motion . To the motio n . 

HON . DEN NIS PATTERSON: Point of order . 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Point of order, Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Richard' s motion deals with the entire budget 
and only indirectly deals with the Department of Renewable Resources. We are now considering the 
Department of Renewable Resources, we are not in general comments. The debate on the overall 
global budget i s  over. So my point of order is that the motion is, therefore, out of order. Thank 
you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): The previous chairman already ruled the motion in order. presume, Mr. 
Patterson, that you are challenging the Chair. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, with the greatest of respect, I am going to have to challenge 
your ruling. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Erkloo. 

ITEM 18: REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILL 1-8?(1), APPROPRIATION ACT, 1987-88 

MR. ERKLOO: 
challenged : 

There was a motion in committee of the whole and I ruled the motion in order and I was 
Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: I will take time to review the verbatim documents and J will try and get you an 
answer this morning. We will now go back into committee of the whole to proceed with the business 
of the House, with Mr. Erkloo in the chair. will get an answer to you as soon as possible. 

REVERT TO ITEM 17: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROC�EDINGS IN COM�ITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDE� BILL 1-87 (1), APPROPRIATION ACT, 1987-88 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): I will call the- ·committee of the whole back to order. Mr. Pedersen , could 
you ask your witnesses back to their seats again? 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. will ask my witnesses to return. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Any general comments on the Department of Renewable Resources? Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My general comment is to deal with the bison herd that is i n  
the Fort Providence sanctuary. Last summer there was some biology work done in the sanctuary with 
regard to the vegetation that has been used by the herd. Because the growth rate of the bison is 
increasing, there is some concern over the amount in their habitat area, that there might not be 
enough to support them if they stay at the rate that they are increasing. I believe that, if I am 
correct , the herd should be level 1 ing off about now. So even though you harvest about 50 of th e 
herd, you would not be affecting the gro1vth rate. But you have to perhaps leave it at a level of 
2000, which is what the area, the habitat, could support, but anything beyond that, I believe, 
would cause hardship on the particular herd. I also understand that there are other bison from the 
same herd that- have gone across the Mackenzie highway north toward the Horn plateau area. I am not 
too concerned about that particular herd but it is the herd that is in the sanctuary th at I am more 
concerned with. I understand that there was a study done last year and I would like to ask the 
Minister or his witness what the results of that study are. Also, again, I do have a concern if 
the population keeps increa:sing at their present pace without anything being done, what the result 
will be, without enough food to sustain the herd. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

Management Of Bison Herd, Fort Provjdence 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman , We are very much aware and concerned over the 
question that the Member raises and you will note from the details of our budget that the bison 
program is the major single increase in our budget. We have a two PY increase for a bison 
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ecologist and a technician, both listed under the Fort Smith Region. The Member i s  correct, the 
herd is at about the 2000 level. The size of the herd doubles roughly every three years. The best 
estima_te that we have at the moment from our popul ation surveys, reproductive rates, mortality 
factors and the capability of the habitat to sustain, is that the r ange that they occupy could 
support a herd of up to 7000 animals. Mr. Chairman, in addition to these gener al remarks, seeing 
that I have brought expert witnesses in, I would like to ask my assistant d eputy minister, Mr. 
Br ackett, to give some additional information to the Member. Mr. Br ackett. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mr. Br ackett. 

MR. BRACKETT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. While the carrying capacity, as we ca l l  it, the maximum 
level of the population that that habitat could sustain, we currently estimate may be in the 
neighbourhood of 7000 animals, that obviously would be the absolute maximum, that it perhaps could 
not carry for a long time. As the Member indicated, we too, have a concern that there should be  
some me ans of  taking adv ant age of the tremendous resource that we have there. Over the p ast 20 
ye ars that resource has gone from a tr ansplanted herd of approximately 16 animals to somethi ng in 
the neighbourhood of 2000 now. It i s  a resource that has tremendous potential for development and 
we are consulting, in gre at detail , with the communities involved, most particularly Fort 
Providence, on the way that they wish to see that herd developed. The other portion of the 
development side of the question though, is that in order to manage the herd intensively, we also 
need to collect detailed information on the herd and that is one of the re asons why, in this 
budget, we have the proposal to add those two technical positions to work specifically on 
collecting that d etailed information to allow us to get into intensive management . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you. Mr. Gargan. 

Application For Special ARDA Gr ant Turned Down 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman . For about the last ye ar and a half I have had the 
opportunity to listen i n  on discussions with the communi ty regarding that particular herd and they 
have expressed a lot of interest and look at the tourist potential and the economic potential of 
that he rd. It was done in collabor ation with the d epartment in Fort Sm i th, with Cormack Gates, and 
the proposal was submitted before Christmas and after Christmas too. It was resubmitted and in 
both instances , I guess, this proposal was turned down. I do not know the r e asons why it was 
turned down but I would like to ask the Minister wh.at role his dep artment plays with regard to that 
particular herd, the proposal that was submitted and why it was turned down and whether his 
department did support in any way, shape or form, the proposals th at wer e submitted. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkloo): Mr. Minister. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman . I guess we are aware of the proposal submitted. For 
the i nformation of the honour able Member, I would like to state that our d epartment fully supported 
the application. We do not d ecide on the allocation of Speci al ARDA grants and, offhand, I am not 
aware of why it was turned down but I wi 1 1  undertake to get that information for the Member on how 
our department did support the application. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you. Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN: Yes, just further, a gener al comment. I beli eve the proposal w as for $60,000 or in 
that ne i ghbourhood and that it was refused on the b as is  that it  was too high . Also, the second 
time it went around, I believe, one of the reasons again w as it w as sti ll too h i gh. But the main 
fe ature of the proposal th at was deleted was w i th regard to the marketing potent i al of the 
particular herd and so even though we do submit another propoS'al i f  you do not have a m arket or you 
do not know what the market potential is with regard to the herd, there  i s  no sense in submitting a 
proposal that might make or break the initiati ve that is being submitted. 

No Previous Feasibility Study 

The other thing I wanted to mention too is that I have had the opportuni ty to get copi es of Special 
ARDA submissions and also the small business incenti ve contributi ons that have been carried out by 
this government and perhaps the feder al government and a lot of the time when you submi t a proposal 
to Special ARDA or EDA or the small busi ness incentive, these do not gear toward business as such 
but go into the feasibil ity studies of such a bus i ness and the v i abili ty of such a business, the 
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research into such a bus i ness. A lot of it that I have been able to scan through are actually 
studi es that have been carr i ed on and on and on, wi th no result . Every t i me there is a potenti al 
for economi c  development i t  seems to be geari ng toward more stud i es, more evaluat i on, more research 
than necessary. The only th i ng that I am try ing to get at i s  that a lot of these studi es are the 
same studi es that m i ght have been carri ed on in the 197Os. The wood b i son proposal that Fort 
Provi dence has submi tted i s  uni que i n  the fact that there have been no studi es done i n  that 
part i cular area . And certai nly because of that un iqueness, I wou ld  th i nk that it  would be 
supported by an organi zat i on such as Spec i al ARDA, but I do not know why they have not responded 
pos it i vely. I just cannot see the rat i onale beh i nd i t. I am · just wonderi ng i f  the M in i ster would 
be able to f i nd out what the rati onale i s  beh ind i t  because I know i n  Spec i al ARDA there are a lot 
of stud i es that have been carri ed on and been carri ed on w ithout any real results, 1 i ke getting 
r i ght down to the busi ness of the results of a study . Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you . Mr. M i n i ster . 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. I fully understand the Member's sense of frustrat ion 
w i th the program. The amount appl i ed for i n  th i s  i nstance , $60,000, certai nly was not a 
parti cularly large amount. It i s  true that the Spec i al ARDA and other grant or lendi ng programs 
appear to have a di ff i cult ti me evaluati ng, part i cularly, project submi ss i ons based on non
renewable resources . I can, as I d id  before, undertake to f i nd out for the Member. In the 
meant i me perhaps what I should suggest is that Mr. Gargan rai ses the matter agai n under 
cons i derati on of the budget of Economi c  Development and Touri sm. They are the department that have 
the greatest impact on the Speci al ARDA program and also, of course, the other programs avai lable 
for grants , contri buti ons or loans. Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you. Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. Perhaps maybe I could also ask the M i n i ster if  he m i ght be 
able to tell me who are the people that are on Speci al ARDA that deci de on proposals. If he cannot 
tell me now, I am willi ng to wai t. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erk loo): Mr. M in i ster. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: 
can prov i de that . 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Although i t  i s  not wi th i n  our department I am sure we 
I wi ll undertake to get that for the Member. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you. Any more general comments. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

MR_. ARLOOKTOO: (Translat i on) Thank you, Mr. Chai rman . For qui te a w h i le we have not had a 
w i ldli fe offi cer i n  Lake Harbour . When a commun i ty does not have a w i ldli fe off i cer, i t  creates a 
problem for the people because we do not have anyone to ask about the types of i nformat i on we li ke 
to get. We have been requesti ng a w i ldli fe off i cer for qui te some ti me. We thought we were goi ng 
to get a wi ldli fe off i cer i n  our communi ty somewhere in  1987. I would li ke to know whether they 
are consi deri ng placi ng a w i ldli fe off i cer i n  Lake Harbour i n  1987, accord i ng to the wi shes of the 
people i n  Lake Harbour. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mr. M in i ster. 

W i ldli fe Off i cer For Lake Harbour 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. I am pleased to adv i se that accord i ng to the wi shes 
of the people i n  Lake Harbour, as communi cated to us by the honourable Member from Lake Harbour, 
there w i ll be an off i cer placed i n  Lake Harbour duri ng 1987. The i ncrease in our budget for th i s  
pos i t i on i s  on page 12. 12 1mder f i eld servi ces. There i s  a total person year i ncrease o f  one and 
that i s  the officer for Lake Harbour. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you. Mr. Gargan. 

MR . GARGAN : Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. I just wanted to ask the M i ni ster on wh i ch page of the 
budget i s  the contri buti on to the b i son management board. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Mr . M in i ster. 
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HON. RED PEDERSE N :  Th ank you , Mr. Cha i rman. The i ncrease i n  the budget for t he bi son program i s  
under wi ldli fe management on p age 12 .11. There i s  a t ot al P Y  i ncrease of three at the bottom of 
t he page . One i s  for t he bi s on ecolog i s t and t he other i s  for t he bi s on technic i an. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr .  Erklo o) :  Mr. Garg an. 

MR . GAR GAN : When t he M i n i ster referred t o  the bi son m anagement bo ard , i s  he referr i ng t o  the bi s on 
management bo ard t h at was  cre ated i n  1985 , or i s  he speci f i cally referr ing  t o  the small l ittle 
bo ard Fort Provi dence has  for s ubm i t t i ng the propos al f or the economi c  potent i al of th at herd? 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Erkloo ) : Mr. M in i s ter. 

HON. RED PEDERSE N : Mr. Cha i rman , there i s  a bi s on m an agement commi ttee i n  Fort Provi dence. I do 
not recall referr i n g  t o  i t  earli er , but th i s  would be the commi ttee. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr .  Erklo o) :  Thank you. Mr. Garg an. 

MR. GARGAN : So yo u are referr i ng to the b i s on management bo ard th at was creat ed i n  1985 t hen? 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Erkloo) : Mr . M i n i ster. 

HON. R ED PEDE RSEN : Mr. Ch a irman ,  I must adm i t  I am not aware of wh at date or year i t  was created 
but it i s  the bi son man agement commi ttee i n  Fort Provi dence anyhow . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Erkloo) : Mr. Garg an. 

M R. GARGAN : The other quest i on I wanted t o  ask i s  w i t h  reg ard t o  thi s b i s on m an agement bo ard that 
was est abli shed s ome ye ars back . What i s  the role of th at part i cular bo ard as f ar as b i son 
management g oes? What i s  the i r  mandate or role? Because I know it w as est abli s hed but I am not 
sure now whether t he small b i s on comm i ttee in Fort Provi dence h as ever been able to  get i nto  
cont act wi th  them , and I am  just k i nd of cur i ous . Does th at part i cular bo ard h ave an i nfluence on 
t he wood bi son i n  t he Fort Provi dence s anctuary? 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Mr. M i n i ster . 

HON . RED PEDE RSE N :  Mr. Ch a i rman ,  I am just not aware , nor are any of my off i ci als , of a bi son 
man agement bo ard. Except for the bi s on m an agement comm i ttee in F.ort Provi dence , I am not aw are of 
any bi s on management bo ard. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr .  Erkloo) : Th ank you. Any more general comment s. Mr. Pan i loo. 

MR. PAN ILOO : (Tr ans lat i on) Th ank you,  Mr . Ch a i rman. I am not sure whether you are i nvolved i n  
th i s job. In my communi ty the sealski n pri ce i s  very low and there i s  no w ay o f  mak i ng any wages 
from anyth i ng else. There are f i sh s o ld ,  but only in the commun i t y  and they cannnot export t hem. 
My quest i on i s :  Pangni rt ung has  a lot of arct i c. ch ar and lake trout and other k i nds of f i sh and 
t hey could be sold to m ake money. I just wonder whether you have any money set a s i de i n  the bud get 
t o  contr i bute to the beg i nni ng of the selli nq of f i s h  in the communi ty. You are not from F i sher i es 
and Oceans but I ju st wondered i f  you h ad any money avai lable .  Thank you. 

HON. RED PEDERSE N : Thank you, Mr . Ch a i rman. We do not h ave fund i ng for th i s  in our budget or 
mand ate , but I would like to advi se the Member that our f i eld off i cer i s  work i ng with the people i n  
Mr . Pani loo ' s  cons t i tuency who are i nterested i n  sett i ng up th i s  project. Our f ie ld off i cer i s  
work i ng w i t h  them prep ar i ng submi s s i ons for a project and f or · fundi ng through Economi c Development 
where there i s  some money avai lable for such project s. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank yo u. Mr. Pan i loo. 

Communi ty Fundi ng For Red uct i on In Polar Bear Quot a 

MR. PAN ILOO : (Tr anslat i on) Thank you,  Mr. Cha i rm an .  I have another ques t i on .  I n  1970 we h ad a 
polar bear quot a of 45. After the polar bear s urvey was done they s a i d  there were not enough  polar 
bear for an i ncrease i n  Broughton I sland and Clyde R i ver area and they decreased our quot a i n  my 
cons t i tuency. I h ave heard s omething t o  th i s  effect but I do not know where thi s inf ormat i on ca111� 
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from. After they decreased the po l ar bear quota the communities were told that they would be given 
some funding because they took some of their quota for polar bear away. I would like to know if, 
when Renew ab 1 e Resources decrease the po 1 ar bear quot a of the community, are they given some 
funding to help them? There are some people in my community who said that they were going to be  
getting a boat or  a longliner with the assistance of the government. I have asked about this in my 
community. I have asked the person in my community how he was going to get some assistance and he  
told me that after they decreased the po l ar bear quota that he was going to  be given some funding 
to assist him in purchasing a boat. I am not aware of this kind of assistance and I wou l d  like to 
get some more information on this kind of assistance program . r=or instance, if a community ' s  quota 
is reduced by one polar bear, I would like to know how they get some money to replace the quota 
they have removed from the community. Who gives them funding or who gives them a contribution? 
Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Mr . Minister. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. The question that the Member refers to is, as h e  
says, in 1970 . It goes quite some time back, certainly from before I received the responsibility 
for the department . In order to give the Member the best possible answer, going some time back, I 
will ask Mr. Brackett, i nitially, to answer the question and provide some information . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mr. Brackett. 

MR. BRACKETT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr . Chairman, we do the best that we can and it is our 
intention in every case where we set a quota to do so on the best available biological information . 
When we completed the study in the area of Clyde and Broughton in the last couple of years, it 
became evident to us that a reduction in the quota in those two communities woul d be advisable . 
Rather than doing so, though, simply by imposing a change in the regulations, there was extensive 
consultation with the two communities and, in fact , an agreement was developed between the two 
communities and the Department of Renewable Resources . Under that agreement, the communities 
agreed to voluntarily reduce their take of polar bear by a total of 42 bears per year between the 
two communities . 

Agreement With Department Is Not Exchange Of Quotas For Cash 

The department recognized, as the Member said, that economic opportunities in those two communities 
are very limited, particularly with the reduction in the price for sealskins and we agreed to 
assist with some economic alternatives in the communities. One of the projects that was identified 
very early on was the purchase of a longliner in the community. There have been discussions of 
other projects, suc h  as assistance and additional work on other wildlife studies in the area, some 
of which are in our department and others which, for instance, include t he whales beneath the ice 
study of bowhead whales in Isabell a Bay. The agreement that we have with the community does 
provide for some economic offset to the impact of reducing the quota voluntarily but we do not have 
a program that is a straight exchange between quotas and cash. We feel that the people of the 
North support us in wanting to manage wildlife in a way that it is available for the future .  When 
quotas must be imposed to do that ,  then we will help whenever possible to help offset the impact of 
lower quotas but it is not a straight exchange of quota for cash. Th ank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erk loo): Thank you . Mrs . Lawrence. 

MRS . LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr . Chairman . I have some general comments on wildlife management . 
am a little bit concerned about my area around Snowdrift. Just what kind of monitor are they using 
to man itor land use activities to ensure that the effects of resource development do not threaten 
the long-term productivity of wildlife? How do they determine that inventory for key species and 
just how do they manage that? I do not see too many officers going into that area and that was 
brought to my attention as well. What kind of action or what is the department doing in that area? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkloo): Thank you . Mr. Minister . 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. I will pass this to Mr . Bourque, please. 

CHA IQ,\N  (Mr . Erkloo ) :  Mr . Bourque . 
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MR. BOU RQUE : Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. As to l and use act i v i t i es,  how we p i ck the spec i e s  th at we 
are g o i ng to wor k on, th at we are g o i ng t o  put our attent i on to, i s  we p i ck the speci es that are, 
what we cal l ,  bread -and-butter spec i es such as car i bou. Car i bou prov i de the m a i n s ource of prote i n  
for a l arge number of peopl e  i n  the Northwest Terr i t or i es .  We have our f i e l d  crews , b i o l og i s ts and 
techn i c i ans, cont i nu a l l y  mon i t or the herds -- t he B athur st herd, for i ns t ance, and the Bever l y  herd 
-- and that i s  one w ay th at we are cont i nu i ng to mon i t or what i s  g o i ng on as f ar as herd movement . 
As for a w i l d l i fe off i cer, we have not had a w i l d l i fe off i cer s t at i oned i n  Snowdr i ft. I be l i eve 
the horiour ab l e  Member b r ought th i s up at the SCOF meet i n g  and we i nd i cated th at we w i l l  be com i ng 
up wi th  a s o l ut i on t o  th at prob l em, pro b ab l y  th i s comi ng s ummer. We hope to h ave a per s on there at 
l e as t on a part -t i me b as i s, r i ght i n  Snowd r i ft, who w i l l  be ab l e  t o  mon i t or l and  use act i v i t i es by 
hunters and as s i st tr appers.  

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Er k l oo) : Th ank you. Mr s. L awrence . 

MRS. LAWRENCE : My concern i s  th at there are s o  many peop l e  com i ng i nto  th at area. Last  summer 
when s ome of the people  went to some camp there, fur ther b ack from Re l i ance - - I for get exact l y  the 
name of that l ake, and I d i d  wr i te a l etter on that - - t hey found a dead wol f f l o at i ng by and s ome 
ducks were dead, f l oat i n g  a l ong the shore. I was t o l d that it was  bec ause some peopl e  t h at were i n  
that are a were not w atch i ng whatever they were us i ng. They m i ght h ave been us i ng poi son, m aybe, to 
catch ani ma l s or wh atever. Those are the k i nds  of act i v i t i es that I am t a l k i ng about - - and of 
cour se car i bou as we 1 1  , too, but those are the concerns th at were brought to me. I know th at 1 ast 
summer t here were a l ot of suppl i es th at went i nt o  Re l i ance for bu i l d i ng and th at concerns me as  
wel l .  I t  mi ght have some effect on the ani m a l s in  that area. Mahs i cha .  

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Er k l oo) : Quj annam i i k .  Mr. M in i s ter . 

HON. RtD PEDERSEN : Mr. Bour que, pl ease. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Er k l oo) : Go ahead, Mr. Bourque . 

Pub l i c  Urged To Report Inc i d�nt s Of W i l d l i fe Abuse 

MR. BOURQUE : Mr . Cha i rm an, as you know, the Ter r i tor i es i s  a very l arge area and these are the 
k i nd s  of i nc i dent s t h at we wou l d re a l l y  encour age t he pub l ic to as s i st us on. We have, I th i nk, a 
f a i r l y  eff i c i ent enf orcement uni t  but we have not g ot res ources to cover every por t i on i n  the Nort h 
and i f  we have s ome i nd i cat i on of abuse of w i l d l i fe, par t i cul ar l y  i n  that type of case, we coul d 
i mmed i atel y conduct an i nvest i g at i on and get to . the bot t om of i t . We woul d urge al l the pub l i c  to 
report i nc i dents of t h i s type to us. 

CHA I R MAN (Mr. Er k l oo): Thank you . Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN : Th ank you, Mr . Ch a i rm an .  I just have one ques t i on .  Dave ment i oned that t he potent i a l  
for  feed i ng in  the b i son s anctuary i n  Fort Prov i dence is  7000 . I wou l d  l i ke to  as k h im  how he 
arr i ved at that f i gure when i n  f act no real b i o l og i ca l  s tudy was  d one i n  the s anctu ary unt i l l as t  
summer, when there were s tud i es d one on the growth r ate of the veget at i on th at these anim al s eat 
and t he amount of area that t hey feed on i n  one summer i n  those areas . I am very cur i ous how he 
arr i ved at that 7000 marg i n  when i n  f act I d o  not th i nk there were ever any stud i e s  d one to 
es t ab l i sh how much the b i s on coul d consume in that part i cu l ar are a .  

CHA I R MAN ( Mr. Erk l oo) : Mr . M i n i ster . 

HON . RED PEDERSEN : Thank you, Mr. Ch a i rman .  Mr . B r ackett, p l e ase . He hand l ed t he f i rst part of 
that. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Er k l oo) : Th ank you. Mr. Br acket t . 

Stud i e s  In Fort Prov i dence B i s on Sanctuary 

MR. BRACKETT : Thank you, Mr . Cha i rman. As the Member poi nted out, there were some gr ound stud i es 
done i n  the s anctuary l ast  summer and they d i d  l oo k  at s uch th i ng s  as the veget at i on and t he r ate 
of growth and how much the b i son used d i fferent areas of the g r ound. We were ab l e, dur i ng the 
prev i ous w i nter, to map a great deal of the b i son hab i t at us i ng remote sens ing techni ques . We took 
i nf ormat i on that i s  g at hered by the l and s atel l i te and mapped that on the m aps of the area th at the 
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bison are using. Then during the s ummer we went out and sampled variou s portions of a habitat t-o 
get some better information about what exactly was happening on the ground and then we wo uld make a 
projection for the whole area based on what we know from those s amples. It is a technique that has 
been u sed a number of times in different jurisdictions around the world. We acknowledge that it is 
still very much at an experimental stage here in the Northwest Territories and perhaps I should 
qualify my earlier statements that our best estimate right now is that the maximum carrying 
capacity would be 7000 animals.  That does not mean that that is the population that we would like 
to see there. As the Member mentioned earlier, a lower population would likely be in a much 
healthier state and provide for a better herd in that area at a lower level than the maximum 
carrying capacity. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mr. Gargan . 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you. Perhaps one other question I would like to ask. How big does the 
population have to be before they could get disease? What is the level for a healthy population? 
At what level does it have to be before they could be infested by disease? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would not like to put a precise number onto that 
question from the Member. Probably at next year's budget time we would be able to do so, once we 
get some of that data back from the people we propose to put into the field this year, with the 
increases I mentioned before. I just could not give an exact f i g ure but I will go so far as to say 
that it certainly will be lower than the fig ure of 7000 that we mentioned as being the estimated 
maximum carrying capacity of the range right now. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mr. Gargan . 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you. I g uess  it is appropriate at this time to express  a concern to the 
Minister . It is regarding the wood bison committee that is operating in Fort Providence. Perhaps 
it would be appropriate <1t this time to establish a Mackenzie wood bison board that has a specific 
role and responsibility with regard to that particular herd in Fort Providence. They would be the 
ones that decide whichever way, shape or form they should be taking with regard to that particular 
herd with regard to resources from the department itself. I hate to see it not happen at th is ti me 
and I do not know what directive the new 1 1th Assembly would be taking with regard to that 
particular herd. I have expressed concern for the last four years. I have also expressed interest 
in the development of the economic potential of that herd and I do not know what the new Minister 
or the 1 1th Assembly will think with regard to that particular herd. I have a concern about it, so 
if it is at all pos sible to establish a particular board that has been recognized by this 
government , then perhaps I would not be so concerned . Thank you, Mr . Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Mr . Minister. 

Proposed Renewable Resource Managemen½ Boa�d Would Manage Bison 
I 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We are very much aware of the concern in Fort 
Providence about the bison. However, Mr . Chairman, the advice I get from my department is that 
rather than proliferate with a lot of boards for individual species , th at we would prefer to 
include the individual species management under a broader based renewable resou rce management board 
in line with the agreement which is being proposed for initialling to the Dene/Metis negotiating 
g roup. If this broad 1 y based renewable resource management board is ag reed to, we foresee 
appointments to the board and the board being in operation ear l y  in the new fiscal year after the 
1 st  of April. We feel, as I have stated to the committee on earlier occasions, that i t  is 
es sential th�t we manage renewable resources as a package and not manage one species separate from 
another speci es, becau se one can replace the other through feeding habits. Or, in fact, we find 
that it is imperative that we have the opportunity to manage the habitat of the wildlife together 
with the actual wildlife species. We would prefer to handle the management of the bison u nder the 
renewable resource management board. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you. The Minister referred to the feeding habits of one s pecies replacing 
another. I would like to ask the Minister to give me an example of where you wo uld see s uch a 
thing, becau se if you look in the sanctuary, the moose and the buffalo are living side by side but 
they have two totally different eating habits. 
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CHA I RMAN ( Mr . Er k loo ) :  Mr . Minister. 

HON . RED PEDERSEN: Thank you , Mr . Chairman . I can give the Member t he example of Bank s I s land in 
t he H i gh Arctic where it appears that mus k-ox , in fact , are driving caribou from their n ormal 
feed i ng range . The mus k-ox herd is increasing dramat ically and the caribou are correspondingly 
going down . There are , of  cour se , other species where this does not apply but I think  that j us t  
emphas izes a need f o r  an overall renewable res ource management policy rat her than an individual 
species one . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Er k loo ) :  Thank you . Ms Cournoyea . 

MS COURNO YEA : Mr . Chairman , in re gard t o t he Migrat ory B i rds Convention Act and t he cont inuing 
negotiations to legalize spring hunting , what s tatus is that present ly at in the neg otiations? 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Er kloo ) :  Mr . Minis ter . 

HON . RED PEDERSEN: Thank you ,  Mr. Chairman . I t  is present ly under discus sion wit h  the federal 
government and the federal government is in neg ot i at i ans with t he United St ates g overnment in an 
at tempt to change the migrat ory birds regulations . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Er k loo ) :  Thank you . Ms Cournoyea . 

MS COU RNOYEA: Yes , Mr . Chairman . I realize that this topic has been under discus sion wit h the 
federal and territ orial government s and with t he United States of America . I gues s I hoped that I 
would get a more specific ans wer . Just exact ly what stage are we at? Are we any further ahead 
t han Wf! were last year or the year before , and are the free t rade neg otiations d oin g anything t o  
move th i s  particular is sue along much more quickly than it has in the past? 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Er k loo ) :  Mr . Min i s ter . 

Free Trade Talk s Have No Impact On Migrat ory Birds 

HON . RED PEDERSEN: Mr. Chairman , I regret to report to the committee that the negotiations are not 
progressing very well. They are very s low and we are not making a great deal of headway on it. 
The free trade talk s have no impact on t he mig rat ory birds . They do have an impact on other thing s 
t hat concern o ur department such as t he United State s  ban on importation of marine mammals and the 
pr oduct s made from marine mammals , but not on m i g ratory birds . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Er k loo): Thank you . Mr . Paniloo .  

MR.  PAN I LOO: ( Trans lat ion ) Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I have a quest i on concerning the ravens. As 
an Inuk living in the Nort h ,  I do not usually favour the fro zen meat that has been fro zen in the  
freezer. I usually like to f reeze the  meat out s i de .  I brought some meat from I qaluit here to  
Yellowknife and I was sent s ome char from Pangnirt ung. Sometimes the ravens get int o this meat and 
I al so know  that the ravens are scavenger s and eat garbage from t he dumps . I al s o  know they make a 
lot of mes s  in Yellowknife . I do not even like t o  eat the ptarmigan around this area because the 
ravens scatter the garbage all over the place. I would like t o  as k if there can be any reduct i ons 
made in t he raven population. They do not have any useful purpose anywhere in t he Nort h. They can 
carry some diseases to  s ome populations of caribou. They are a protected species . I would like t o  
know for what purpo se these ravens are pr otected . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Pudluk ) :  Mr . Minister . 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you , Mr . Chairman . I agree with t he honourable Member t hat ravens can be 
an awful pain in t he butt.  I keep a residence in Yellowknife r i ght  now ,  as I am sure you all know, 
and the attitude in Yellowknife is such -- behind my house I have four garbage cans and I guess  the  
ravens g ot int o  them and scat tered the  garbage in the � ley . I had the police come to me  twice 
t hreatening me wit h court act ·; on i f  I did not do s omet hing about it. They did not seem to  be in 
any hurry  to punis h the ravens for having scattered my g arbage .  I d i sag ree wit h the Member to  s ome 
extent in saying  that t he ravens are not good for anything . They are scavengers and as scavengers  
t hey cert ainly do  serve a u seful purpo se , as  do sea gulls. 
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I do not really know what the an s wer is . We could con s ider , but I suspect it wou l d  n ot g o  very 
f ar, to put quotas on them. Perh aps a more l o gical  thing would be for us to con s i der how to 
pr otect our me at c aches .  I agree  with the Member . I prefer n atur a l  me ats to be dr i ed or f ro z en 
outside but perh aps we should be l o okin g at some sort of a me sh enclosure to prevent the r ave n s  
from gettin g  to our me ats. Thank  you , Mr. Cha i rm an . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Pudl uk) : Than k you , Mr . Minister . Mr . Panil oo . 

MR. PAN ILOO : (Trans lation ) A suppl ement ary que stio n .  I thoug ht th at th i s  can  be dangerous to the 
other species of anima l s ,  e specia l ly for ptarm i g an s ,  where they fe ed . I wan ted to l o ok further 
into this . Als o ,  the peop l e I r epre sent do not kil l the raven s becau s e  it is ag ai n s t  th e l aw ,  even 
though there  are some probl ems arisin g from the r avens . I als o wanted to get a re spon se as to how 
this kind of probl em can  be de alt with . I would li k e  to get some fund i n g  someti me in th e future 
for the s e  purposes. Thank  you . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Pud l uk ) : Mr . Minister . 

HON . RED PEDERSEN : Th an k you, Mr . Ch airman . I certainly agree th at ravens and other scavengers  
c an be a probl em a nd  I suppos e  that they could be  accus ed of  carryin g ,  i f  n ot dis e a s e ,  unpleas ant 
thin gs around . But if they do, it is n ot the n atur al thin gs th at c ause th is , it is peop l e's  
g arbage mor e than the raven s th at do the d amage . The raven m ay be  the carr i er of  it and we wou l d  
prefer from within our departmen t, where we a l so  are re spon s i ble for the envi ronme nt , to try to put 
s ome be tter environmental  contr ols on g arbage , rather th an to start a proce s s  of kill ing off 
r aven s. So I think perh aps  the an swer l ies i n  a better and s afer dispos a l  of garbage , combin ed 
with a more protective stor age and handli n g  of our me ats . I wou l d  be ple ased to work with the 
Member afte r the s e s sion , durin g the more r outi ne portion of the ye ar , to s ee if we could come up 
with some kind of a progr am th at wou l d  s atis fy h i s con stituency an d other s ,  because  it i s  n ot on ly 
in his constituency , of cour s e . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Pudl\J k ) : Th a n k  you. Mr. Erk loo . 

Hiring Of N atives As G a�e M an agement Officer s  And As sistants 

MR. ERKLOO :  Thank you, Mr . Ch airman . I think we all know the gover nme nt po licy to hire mor e  
n ative peop l e in the communities in the Arctic . I n  your dep artment you have g ame man ag ement 
officers  in most of the communities . You a l so  have g ame man agement officer assist ants . Thos e 
as sistants are mostly nati ve  people . Wh at I would like  to find out is your policy on this . Are 
you planning on givin g the a s sis tants more tr ainin g so  th at they can become g ame m a n ageme n t  
officer s  i n  the future ,  to tak e  more responsibilities , or are you stuck with them? Wh at does the 
department do  when you hire a person  and find out th at per son is not suitabl e for th at particu l ar 
j ob and you cannot get rid of him because  he is a civil s e rvant? I know th at a l ot of native 
as sistants are pote n tial g ame man agement off i cers. Al s o  I k n ow th at there are youn ger people who 
h ave gon e  to school and finished their g r ade 12 in some communit ies, who are without j obs.  I was 
wonderin g if the Minister c an explain to me what his department po l icy is in this re g ard .  Th a n k  
you . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : Mr. Minis ter. 

HON . RED PEDERSEN : Thank  you, Mr . Chairm an . What the Member s tate s is corr ect and we recognize 
th at. Our department, in the ge n e r al overview, h as o ne of the hi ghe st percen tages of n ative pe ople 
wor king for it, in relation ship to the total. We al s o  have a number of native people in very 
s enior positio n s . Our Keewatin regio n al superintendent is a n ative per s on . We do have n ative 
peop 1 e who h ave gon e through  the renewable resource officers pro gr am at Arctic Co 1 1  e ge  who are 
employed as field office rs . We do, however, have a number of assistant fie ld officers who did n ot 
g o  thr ough that pr og r am . We can n ot force addition al tr ain i ng onto our staff. We are v ery 
receptive to and would in all cas e s , I think,  agree to further tr aining of our s taff if the st af f 
approaches us. The po 1 icy of the Government of the NWT, one of the fundament a 1 s of the po 1 icy is 
th at career advancement is initi a l ly the re spon sibil ity of the employee ,  to have the desire to get 
a little bi t further. 

Tr aining For Those Who Wish  To Progr e s s  

I f  any o f  our as sistant officers  i n  the field desire to progres s to the,  if you can call i t ,  fir st 
officer level, it is, in  most cases, not difficult to do. We  certainly wil l make the time 
availabl � and the tr aining available. However , I do submit to the Member th at not everyone  w an ts 
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t hat . There is a lot of uninteresting work that goes with that , such as submission of all the 
monthly report s. There is a great deal of paper work and I am aware of a number of officers in our 
own particular region that have no desire and do not wish t o  do t hat. But as I started saying , the 
percentage of native people with in our department is one of the highest in the government. Not 
really high enough; we recognize that and are working on it. We do have people in senior positions 
and we would welcome and we desire to have far more. But we do have t o  temper it with -- we cannot 
push people that really do not want to go any further. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Mr . Erkloo. 

MR. ERKLOO : Thank you , Mr. Chairman . I full y  agree wit h  the Minister that we cannot push the 
people that do not want to. It seems t o  me that we need something for game management officers and 
their assistant s ,  because it seems to  me that when you hire a non-native person to  go to a 
sett lement , the fact is that he needs assistance because he does not speak the l anguage , he does 
not know the area , he does not know how to fix his skidoo or outboard mo t or ,  he does not know how 
t o  fix his komatik , that sort of thing. So he needs assistance . But if we hire someone who is a 
native person - - I presume he has to speak English right now until we get Nunavut , he has to make 
report s. So , in my view, we do not need two people .  Therefore we have to do all we can to try any 
kind of training for t he assistant s .  I guess that is not really a question , but I would like to  -
as I said before , we cannot force those people to have more training and force t hem to make 
report s. What can you do? Thank you. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Pudl uk) : Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON . RED PEDERSEN : Thank yo u ,  Mr. Chairman . do ap preciate the Member ' s  comment s. It is a 
problef!l that we are very aware of and very concerned about , too. Our program , our training 
program , at Arct ic Co l lege , the Thebacha campus in Fort Smith , has never had a very good 
subscription level from Inuit peo p l e  from t he Eastern Arctic , in particular. One step we have 
taken to  correct this is to establish the Iqaluit c ampus and this year there will be an extension 
of the renewable resource officers' course offered at the Iqaluit campus of Arctic Co llege. It is 
our hope that we will get a much greater number of Inuit student s into this course and we certainly 
would encourage any of our pre sent staff , in the area which we both might refer to as Nunavut , t o  
take advantage of the course that will be offered , starting this year . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you. Mr. Erk loo. 

Pay Level For Game Guardians 

MR . ERKLOO : (Translation) Thank you , Mr. Chairman . (Translation ends) I would like to ask the 
Minister , are the people who are called game guardians - - these days , t oo ,  my constituency would 
like help with this one. �lhat I would like to know is are some commun i ties who have game 
management officers getting more of those game guardians across the Northwest Territories or is 
there only one in Hall Beach? If we are getting more of those -- I am talking about Hall Beach 
right now -- the game guardian is getting $100 a month. Is your department planning t o  pay those 
game guardians more money eventually and put them at the game management assistant level? Thank 
you. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you . Mr. Minister. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. The game guardian in Hall Beach is not t he only game 
guardian we have. We have a number of others and we are considering p lacing game guardians in 
other communities as well. I t  is , of course , a budget consideration that we use game guardians. 
As you can see from t he budget in front of you , when we come in asking for a P Y ,  it has a certain 
cost t o  it which is considerably higher than the $100 per month mentioned by the honourable 
Member. I would like to point out that the $100 a month is a stand-by payment that the game 
guardian get s  regardless of what may be going on. If we ask the game guardian to carry out a 
s pecific project , he gets paid additionally , on top of his stand-by pay. He get s paid out of 
p roject funding for that specific project as well. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you . General comments .  Ms Cournoyea . 

Support To Renewable Resource Econo�y 

MS COURNOYEA: Thank you, Mr . Cha i rman . Over t he years t he Department of Renewable Res ources,  
with ,  I presume , the support of the Department of Economic Development and Tourism ,  has made some 
c l ear statements of intent in terms of sup port t o  the renewable resource economy. At a certain 
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point in time there was a strong suggestion that the policy initiatives would come forward to make 
compulsory use of northern products for game officers, individuals who are employed ge r ,erally by 
other government d epartments, who work at the community level and generally do purchasing for 
medicine, heavy parkas. I do not see that very supportive intent being carried out at the 
department a 1 1 eve 1 ,  nor the government' s strong initiative to make and put th at particular po 1 icy 
or direction in place. I am concerned that we come forward and make statements and profess that we 
are going to support the renewable resource economy but I do not know how the Department of 
Renewable Resources can initiate strong measures to force that to happen. I am wondering if the 
department has taken an assessment on this general pol icy and why it is not working , and i f  they 
have thought out any future directi on on how it could be made to work? 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON . RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The d epartment has not done an of ficial over al 1 
assessment of it. There has been a great d eal of talk between individuals that are concerned abo�t 
the use of and better economic gains from renewable resources. The department fully supports th i s  
stand. A policy which would make it compulsory to use products made from renewable resources may 
not be as successful as a policy which I, as the Minister responsible, would prefer to pursue . 
That is a policy of creating products which were, in fact, so desirable and so good that people 
would buy them voluntarily. 

A number of projects have been undertaken in this manner. I am leaning on one of these projects 
right now, Mr. Chairman, the table I am sitting at at the moment -is covered with sealskin and it is 
certainly a very fine product. If it receives the proper marketing, I am sure that people would b e  
delighted to buy products such as this. W e  are working and working very hard. I would not like to 
speculate when the policy will be out, but I am sur� before this summer there will be a policy out, 
joint 1 y formu 1 ated between our department and the Department of Economic Deve 1 opment and Tourism, 
detailing the plan for getting the maximum utilization and the maximum dollar revenue back to the 
producer of the renewable resource through new markets, new products on the market and generally a 
greater involvement .i n  the production of the renewable resource from its raw skin stage to its 
finished product stage. I expect that we will have such a strategy avail able before this summer, 
Mr . Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Ms Cournoyea. 

Government Purchases Of Northern Items 

MS COURNOYEA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I realize that it would be desirable to have products that 
people want to buy, but at the same time there are certain items that the government purchases for 
its staff and a lot of the items that do get purchased  are made to size or made to certain 
specifications. It would seem to me that, as a first step, orders can be placed w i th people who do 
produce very wearable garments, mitts. I do not recall anyone being asked or a contract being 
advertised to supply items that are government purchased . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. There certainly is no reason why we cannot do what 
the Member suggests. I will take it as a good piece �f advice and hope at the next session to b e  
able to advise the Member of contracts that w e  have tendered out for it and items such as she 
suggests that have been acquired by the d epartment or ind eed by the government as a whole. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman , in regard to the transfer of forestry. Over the years there have been 
a number of suggestions on how forest fires are fought. One is in the priority zone make-up, on 
where the money would b e  spent or where the priorities will be made. There was a suggestion that 
perhaps some of these priority zones could be redefined or a statement made of intent to do so . In 
the fact that the federal government were  the program d elivery agency, many of the suggestions were 
difficult to get across. Now, in the territorial responsibility, is there a suggestion or a 
direction that these priority zones will be re-evaluated? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Mr. Minister. 
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Trans fer Of Responsibility For Forestry Soon To Be Signed 

HON. RED PEDERSEN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The transfer of the responsibility for f orestry is 
j u st about ready to be signed. We expect the signing will be around the 1 st of April. The numbers 
in connect i on w i th the transfer st i ll have to go in front of the s tanding committee on finance and 
wi ll reach the committee very shortly. There are some c onditions i mposed on us by the federal 
government as part of the transfer agreement. One of those conditions,  Mr. Chairman, is that we 
wd ll be tied into the s chedule of fire-fighting which the federal government has now for a three 
year per i od. This has to do with a financial s afeg uard whic h we insisted on hav ing in the transfer 
agreement, which will allow us,  for a three year period, access  to the federal Treasury Board for 
f i re s uppre s s i on funding s hould the fire season be so bad that �,e exceed the budgeted amount. The 
condition that the federal government imposed on u s  in return for this three year acce s s  to federal 
Treas ury Board was , as I said, that we have to abide by the federal government ' s  fire-fig hting 
poli cies during that three year period. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you. Any further general comments? Mr. P u d luk. 

As sistance For Comm unities To Get Caribo u 

MR. P UDLUK : ( Trans lation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman . Just one s hort q ues tion. Last year I made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Pan i 1 oo, th at the areas where there are hardly any caribou ,  say for 
i ns tance in Res olute Bay and Bro ughton I s land, were to be assisted in getting some caribou. 
would li ke to hear from your department whether this has been acti oned yet. Or can you  give me 
some information on that, Mr. Minister? 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Erkloo) : Mr. M i nister. 

HON. RED P EDE RSEN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. ·Mr. Chai rman, in this b udget there is a grants and 
contributi ons  section and this money could be u s ed for organized car i bou hunts if applied for 
thro ugh the local HTAs. That way assistance could be provided as the Member s u g gests. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you . Mr . P udluk. 

MR . P UDLUK : (Translation) W i t h  regard to the motion that I made, I stress  that those c omm unitie s 
that I mentioned have to be as sis ted and als o Grise Fi ord cou ld not g o  caribou hunting in their 
s urro und i ng community. When you have a diet of the same kind of meat all the time it is very 
ti ring for the people. The motion that I made was for those commu nities to be as sisted. And the 
communities are not always informed, especially Grise Fiord, becau se you do not have a wildlife 
officer there and they do  not have a liai son officer in the community for wildlife purposes. So, 
for that reason, although they do not ask for as sis tance we wanted them to get assisted in the waj 
of providing meat for them. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Mr. Minis ter. 

HON. RED PEDERSE N :  Thank you,  Mr. Chairman. 
this please. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you. Mr. Bourque. 

will ask Mr . Bourque to s upply some information on 

Intersettlement Trade Might Help Communities Get Car i bou Meat 

MR. BOURQUE : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Under our grants and contributions policy we provide money 
to every community for land based activities and that inc ludes h unting of caribou. But I s u s pect 
that the u ltimate answer to th i s  problem would be to be invo lved in an intersettlement trade 
program where the community of Grise Fi ord could get car ibou from another community. I think in 
some cases in the Baffin, this i s  actually happening. I believe in Brou ghton I s land they have u sed 
some of the money they get from our department to be involved in intersettlement trade. So, we 
will see what is happening but I wou ld s u spect that the money is available to be able to h u nt. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you. Mr. Pudlu k. 

MR. P UDLUK: That motion was pas sed and it does  not i mprove anything at all according to your 
policy, especially for those two communiti es. I s  that c orrect? 
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CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Erkloo ) : Either Mr. Minis ter or Mr. Bourque. 

HON . RED PEDERSEN: Mr . Chairman, I did not get the details of that que s tion. Could the Member 
repeat it, please? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkloo ) :  Mr. Pudluk,  could you repeat it? Mr. Pudluk .  

MR. PUDLUK: 
the Hous e. 
yet. 

Thank you, Mr . Chairman . That motion which I seconded and Mr. Paniloo moved passed i n  
It was passed and it did not change any policy, especially for those  two communities, 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erk loo): Mr . Mini stcr . 

HON. RED PEDERSEN : Mr. Chairman, I think what the Member is telling me is that the situation has 
not improved any for the communities in ques tion. The department does  have some options, or I as a 
Minis ter of the government, to respond to a motion such as the one ref erred to. We can make 
programs available, as we have just mentioned, where the people can take advantage of them if they 
wish, or we can simply charter a plane and fly meat in. I am not sure what the Member specifically 
wants me to do as the Minis ter res ponsible for this department in this regard. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erk loo) : Thank you. Any further general comments? Mr. Pani loo. 

MR . PANILOO: (Translation) Thank you. Mr. Chairman, I would like to report progress at this time 
because I have to go to the doctor and I have some ques tions to ask the Mi nis ter. I would like to 
report progress at this time. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : There is a motion on the floor to report progre ss. All those  in favour? 
Opposed, if any? I will rise and report progress. I would like to thank the Minister and his 
witne s ses at this time. 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Erkloo • .  

R E V E RT TO ITEM 18 : R EPORT OF COMMITTEE  OF THE WHOLE 

R EPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF TABLED DOCUMENT 1-87(1), BOUNDARY AND CONSTITUTIONAL AGREEM ENT 
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF DIVISION OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES BETWEEN THE WESTERN CONSTITUTIONAL 
FORUM AND THE NUNAVUT CONSTITUTIONAL FORUM ; BILL 1-87( 1 ) , APPROPRIATION ACT, 1987-88 

MR. ERKLOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, your committee has been considering Tabled 
Document 1-87(1 ) and wishes to re port that Tabled Document 1-87(1) has been deferred to March 5th 
and, Mr. Speaker, I wish to report progre s s  on Bill 1-87(1). 

Motion To Accept Re port Of Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the report of the committee of the whole be concurred with . Thank you .  

M R .  SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Members have heard the report of the chairman of the 
committee of the whole. Are you agreed? 

SOME HON • .  MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Carried 

SPEAKER'S RULING 

MR. SPEAKER : Now, with regard to the ch�llenge made by Mr. Patterson to Mr. Richard ' s  motion . A 
motion introduced must relate to the subject under discus sion and the subject under discussion when 
Mr . Richard introduced his motion was the es timates of the Department of Renewable Resources. This 
type  of motion could have been made when the committee was discussing general comments on Bill 
1-87 ( 1 ) ,  Appropriation Act, 1987-88 . The committee has moved to the de partment-by-department 
consideration of the main estimates ; thus moti ons mus t relate to that particular de partment. A 
moti on of this type could, however, be i ntroduced at the beginning of each department' s review, 
reque s ting the inforrnation from that particular department. The information could also be 
requested acti v i ty by acti v i ty .  
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Motion To Recommend Revisjon Of Main Estimates To Reflect Estimated Lapses, Ruled Out Of Order 
I 

Therefore, I must rule that Mr. Richard' s motion is out of order. Mr. Clerk, orders of the day. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton): Announcements, Mr. Speaker. There will be a joint meeting of 
the standing committees on legislation and finance on Monday morning at 9 : 30 a. rn. Members who are 
travelling to Fort Smith today are reminded that there will be a bus outside the building at 2 :00 
p . m. 

ITEM 19 : ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day for Monday, March 2nd. 

1. Prayer 

2. Ministers' Statements 

3. Members' Statements 

4. Returns to Oral Questions 

5. Oral Questions 

6. Written Questions 

7. Returns to Written Questions 

8. Replies to Opening Address 

9. Petitions 

10. Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

11. Tabli ng of Documents 

12. Notices of Motion 

13. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills 

14. Motions 

15. First Reading of Bills 

16. Second Reading of Bills 

17. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of B 1 lls and Other Matters : Bills 1-87(1), 7-87(1), 
6-87(1), 2-87(1) 

18. Report of Committee of the Whole 

19. Orders of the Day 

MR. SPEAKER : This House stands adjourned until Monday, March 2nd at 1 :00 p. m. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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