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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 1987

MEMBERS PRESENT

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appagag, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Michael Ballantyne, Ms
Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallum,
Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Mr. Nerysoo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Hon. Red Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Hon. Nick
Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. T'Seleie, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray

ITEM 1: PRAYER
---Prayer

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Wednesday, March 1llth. Item 2, Ministers'
statements. Mr. Mclaughlin.

ITEM 2: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS
Minister's Statement 30-87(1): Workers' Compensation Review Committee

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a statement concerning the Workers'
Compensation Act review committee. Mr. Speaker, later today I shall table a document entitled
"Workers' Compensation in the NWT, Reports of the Review Committee". Members will recall that I
appointed this committee in April Jast year to review the Workers' Compensation Act and the system
by which workers and their dependants are compensated for injuries and death arising out of
employment accidents in the Northwest Territories.

The committee made a first report in August, 1986 and their recommendations were put into effect in
a bill which I introduced at the October session. Their final report, which I shall be tabling
today, includes 133 recommendations, Mr. Speaker, including those which were dealt with by this
House in October.

Many of the recommendations can be put into effect without changes to the legislation and, in fact,
some of them have already been acted upon by the Workers' Compensation Board. But there are quite
a few recommendations in the report which, if they are accepted, will require amendments to the
Workers' Compensation Act.

The recommendations in the report cover almost every aspect of workers' compensation. These
include recommendations on: a) the board itself, its composition and its responsibilities; b)
benefits for workers who are permanently disabled as a result of accidents; c) pensions for
dependants of workers who are killed; d) workers' compensation funds and possible ways to invest
such funds; and e) about the overall costs of the scheme which is, of course, entirely paid for by
employers.

Mr. Speaker, workers' compensation affects everyone who works in the Northwest Territories. It
affects self-employed people and it affects every employer. It is hard to think of anyone over the
age of 16 who is not affected by the Workers' Compensation Act.



- 772 -

The review committee received a total of 37 submissions from a wide variety of sources, including
employers and organized labour; associations; unions; government departments; municipalities; and
individuals. The committee covered a lot of ground in a very short time. I would like to express
my appreciation to Letha MaclLachlan who chaired the committee -- I believe she is in the gallery
today -- and to George Foley and Lyle Hawkins, the other two members who represented the interests
of workers and employers. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Item 2, Ministers' statements.
Item 3, Members' statements.

Item 4, returns to oral questions. Item 5, oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie.

ITEM 5: ORAL QUESTIONS

Question 0124-87(1): Meeting With NWT Senior Cjtiiqu Society Regarding Special Needs

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question for the Minister of Health. I am
aware, Mr., Minister, that the NWT Senior Citizens Society has been concerned over the past year or
more to try to determine whether our government is able to give some assistance with special health
needs of the elderly, whether it is eyeglasses, dentures, hearing aids and so on. I know that the
Minister was asked by the seniors to meet with them to discuss this. Could I ask whether the
Minister has met, and if so, what the results of that meeting are?

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.
Return o Question 9}24-8[11): Meeting With NWT Senior_Citi;gng_Socjegl Regarding Special Needs

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I met with the NWT Senior Citizens Society the
other evening and updated them on what the department has done to date, which is, Mr. Speaker,
using the information available from the survey of aged and handicapped of the NWT which was done
by Social Services and Health -- using that information and providing it to Blue Cross, who
operates health insurance programs and administrates health insurance programs for other
Jjurisdictions. We have had them look into the cost of this and my department now has figures from
Blue Cross indicating to us what it would' cost to provide services in the area of dentures,
eyeglasses, extending pharmacare to include spouses of seniors, etc. I hope to be able to take
some of this information to the Executive Council on this and hope to take some action during the
upcoming fiscal year. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions.

Itemc?, written questions. Are there any written questions? Item 7, returns to written questions.
Mr. erk.

ITEM 7: RETURNS_TO WRITTEN_QUESTIONS

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton): Mr. Speaker, the following returns have been filed: Return to
written Question w23—87211, asked by Mr. T'Seleie of the Minister of Renewable Resources; return to
written M~%tion W24-87(1), asked by Mr. Gargan to the Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs.

Return To Question W23-87(1): Fish Movement Studies

Hon. Red Pedersen's return to Question W23-87(1), asked by Mr. T'Seleie on March 4, 1987, regarding
fish movement studies:

In response to the Member's question regarding studies on the movement of fish between the
Mackenzie River and Great Bear Lake through the Bear River. Studies had been conducted on the Bear
River between 1972 and 1974, by capture/recapture techniques. Results show that there is a
definite migration of grayling through the Bear River to the outflow of Great Bear Lake and also
some evidence of arctic cisco moving through this area in late fall. Results can be found in the
study conducted by K.T.J. Chang-Kue and R.A. Cameron titled "Survey of Fish Resources of Great Bear
River, NWT", published by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, publication number 1510, May

1980. The Department of Fisheries and Oceans is presently forwarding this publication to my
department.
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More recent studies are included with Interprovincial Pipeline (NW) Ltd. reports conducted in 1982
regarding aquatic resources along the IPL pipeline route. These studies, however, deal with the
potential of fish resources, but are not conclusive to definite fish movement.

Return To Question W24-87(1): Capital Recoveries On Community Complexes

Hon. Gordon Wray's return to Queston W24-87(1), asked by Mr. Gargan on March 4th, 1987, regarding
capital recoveries on recreation facilities:

In response to the Member's question regarding the levels of community contributions for recreation
facilities, I have provided to the standing committee on finance a detailed 1listing of these
contributions on recreation facilities in the last three years. If the Member wishes a copy, this
can be provided.

In deciding to accelerate a number of recreation facilities for construction next year, the
Executive Council recognized these projects would have to enjoy certain concessions if they were to
be successfully completed and achieve the desired local employment. Normally, major recreation
projects are scheduled over a three year period, with pre-design and planning in 'year one, working
drawings in year two and construction in year three. Communities, therefore, have at least three
years to identify the necessary funds for their portion of costs. This is true for the arena/
community hall complex in Fort Providence, as it is for other non-accelerated projects. In the
case of the approved accelerated projects, planning, design and construction must all occur next
year. To complete accelerated projects within the year, we will not require communities to
contribute to the cost of the basic facility.

I emphasize that these are basic facilities with a standard design and very little in the way of
improvements and fixtures. The intent is that communities will contribute as they can in providing
tenant improvements. In some cases, communities have already identified funding for such
improvements. In Fort Resolution, as the Member is 1likely aware, the community intends to
construct a shed adjacent to their new arena to house an ice resurfacer at an approximate cost of
$75,000. The communities of Coppermine, Sachs Harbour and Pond Inlet, for example, have indicated
they will assist the cost of site preparations but I do not have final details, as discussions are
really only beginning now. The Member can be assured that [ am strongly encouraging all
communities to contribute to their new facilities by way of improvements to the basic facility.

I should also point out that I did indicate to the Members of the standing committee on finance and
to this House during my opening comments to the department's budget, that my intention is to seek
changes to our facilities policies. The priorities and planning committee has reviewed and
approved in principle a capital assistance policy for the department which establishes a standard
approach to all capital buildings and works programs of the department. I intend to propose to my
colleagues on the Executive Council that for all basic recreation facilities -- halls, gyms, arenas
and, perhaps, curling rinks -- the government build basic standardized facilities and fund the
major costs. Communities will be responsible for all tenant improvements to these facilities.
This direction is consistent with the approach I have taken with accelerated projects next year.

Concerning the possibility of compensating those communities, such as Fort Providence, that have
contributed their share for recreation facilities, I am afraid my department does not have the
funds to make this type of commitment. These projects have been supported for inclusion in the
department's budget on the basis of the community's willingness to contribute to their costs, and I
would expect this community commitment to continue; otherwise we will not have the funding to
complete these facilities as planned.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Are there any further returns to written questions?
Item 8, replies to Opening Address.
Item 9, petitions.

Item 10, reports of standing and special committees. Item 11, tabling of documents. Mr.
McLaughlin.



- 774 -

JITEM 11: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to table the -following document: Tabled
Document 44-87(1), Workers' Compensation in the NWT, Reports of the Review Committee.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Tabling of documents. Mr. McLaughlin.
HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. [ also wish to table the following document:

Tabled Document 45-87(1), Alcohol and Drug Co-ordinating Council Annual Reports, April 1, 1984 to
March 31, 1986.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Tabling of documents. Item 12, notices of motion. Mr.
Ballantyne.

ITEM 12: NOTICES OF MOTION

Notice Of Motion 18-87(1): Retention Of Flow-Through Shares In The Income Tax Act

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Friday, March 13th, I will move the
following motion: Now therefore, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for High Arctic, that
this Legislative Assembly request that the federal Minister of Finance retain provisions for
flow-through financing in the Income Tax Act and not remove them as part of the tax reform.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Notices of motion. Mr. Gargan.

Notice Of Motion 19-87(1): Egg Quota For The NWT

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to give notice that on Friday, March 13th, I
will move the following motion: Now therefore, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for
Rae-Lac la Martre, that this Assembly recommend to the Executive Council that it draft legislation
for the control of egg exporting permits; and further that the Executive Council consider providing
the Hay River Reserve Band with the first option for an egg quota.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motion. Notices of motion. Item 13, notices of motion for
first reading of bills. Mr. Sibbeston.

ITEM 13: NOTICES OF MOTION FOR FIRST READING OF BILLS
Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 30-87(1): Plebiscite Act

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Friday, March 13th, 1987, I shall move
that Bi11 30-87(1), An Act to Amend the Plebiscite Act, be read for the first time.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Notices of motion for first reading of bills. Mr. Butters.
Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 8-87(1): Elections Act

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Friday, March 13th, 1987, I shall move that
Bi11 8-87(1), An Act to Amend the Elections Act, be read for the first time.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Notices of motion for first reading of bills. Item 14,
motions: Motion 12-87(1), Northern Heritage Society funding. Mr. MacQuarrie.

ITEM 14: MOTIONS
Motion 12-87(1): Northern Heritage Society Funding
MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

WHEREAS the Northern Heritage Society has developed the northern heritage research project,
which annually provides significant opportunities for young northerners, aged 17 to 22, to
advance their academic understanding of archaeology, biology and environmental geography, and
provides them with practical experience in the development of a scientific attitude and the
learning of scientific methods;
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AND WHEREAS the Northern Heritage Society has developed the arctic science assistant program,
which is a two-way employment referral system designed to bring researchers working in the
North together with northerners who are qualified and interested in working in the field of
science;

AND WHEREAS the Northern Heritage Society is facing financial difficulties, severe enough that
its continued existence is in question;

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for High Arctic, that this Assembly
recommend to the Executive Council that it consider providing emergency funding to the
Northern Heritage Society during this calendar year and, in addition, that it consider
providing core funding for future years;

AND FURTHER, that this Assembly recommend to the Ministers responsible for Renewable
Resources, Culture and Communications, and Education that they examine ways to provide ongoing
departmental assistance to the Northern Heritage Society.

MR. SPEAKER: Your motion is in order. To the motion.

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. [ am plieased to advance this motion because I believe
that the Northern Heritage Society handles programs that, in my estimation, are very worth while.
When I gave notice of the motion, ! heard immediately the honourable Government Leader call across
the floor that I was advocating a bigger deficit; and I wish to make it clear, Mr. Speaker, that I
am not advocating a bigger deficit. When I challenged the deficit financing that the government
has become involved in, [ made it clear that I would, from time to time, suggest initiatives that
would cost money and I would not apologize for doing that because, as I said, it is the
government's job to set priorities, make decisions anong alternatives and work within the budget
set by this House.

If this motion passes, Mr. Speaker, it is a signal to the government that the House thinks that
this program is worthy of support and, of course, the motion is not a directive to the government,
as we have been reminded by the government on numerous occasions that, in fact, we do not have the
power to direct the government. So if it passes, the government certainly has the right to compare
it to other worthy programs before making its decision. But in doing that, I hope that they will
be well aware of this program and why it is a worthy program.

The objectives of the society, Mr. Speaker, are noted on one of the pamphlets that they have
produced here. They are to: preserve and promote northern cultural and natural heritage through
research, education and training; develop awareness of, and pride in, the heritage of the NWT;
promote communication between people involved in northern research, education, training and
development; promote communication and co-operation between the scientific disciplines and to
foster an integrative approach to northern science; promote a spirit of co-operation between
scientists and northern residents for the mutual benefit and education of both; and promote the
principles of consultation and consensus in the development of the Northwest Territories.

Northern Heritage Research Project

The society, Mr. Speaker, with those objectives, carries out two major programs. One of them is
called the northern heritage research project. Each year under this project a summer field school
program is held on Devon Island, where a number of young northerners -- and they certainly have
many, many applications, and the number depends on the amount of financing that they have available
-- where many young northerners, mostly aboriginal northerners and mostly from communities across
the NWT, Tlearn more about their own history and heritage and learn more about science in the
North. It is a summer field school where they camp and do practical work in a variety of areas.
Generally this is done at an archaeological dig where the young students would study arctic
ecology, environmental geography, and archaeology itself. They would Tlisten to lectures, do
readings, participate in discussions and in lab work. And in doing all this, of course, they learn
about their own heritage and they will be able to assist scientists in the future to be more
sensitive to northern concerns in conducting their studies.

I think, too, what is perhaps most important to me is that undoubtedly this program develops in
young people an appreciation of the importance of the scientific method in learning about the world
that we live in and the land and the people in that world.
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Mr. Speaker, I have been fortunate to know at least two young people who have been through this
program, not from my own community, but I can say unquestionably that they were obviously extremely
enthusiastic about the program and felt that it was very beneficial to them. It was obvious to me
as well, in speaking to them, that it was not just an outward expression of enthusiasm, but it was
clear that they had gained important knowledge and that there were important attitudinal changes in
them.

Arctic Science Assistant Program

The second program that the Northern Heritage Society sponsors is called the arctic science
assistant program and it is a two-way employment referral system, designed to bring researchers
working in the North together with northerners who are qualified and interested in working in the
field of science. I know on many occasions in the past, we have heard northerners exclaim with
disgust about the attitude of researchers from the South, who in many cases, in my estimation, are
doing important research, but they come north and do their studies without sensitivity to northern
people and go away and we seldom hear about what they have done. This kind of program could help
to change that.

So it is clear, Mr. Speaker, that these programs give practical substance to a number of objectives
that this government, the Government of the NWT, and this Assembly obviously share. Some of these,
and I think all Members would agree with them, are:

1) Fostering knowledge about and preservation of the North and particularly about the heritage of
aboriginal peoples. That is something that the Northern Heritage Society is interested in and this
Assembly and the government as well.

2) Ensuring that scientific research is conducted in accord with northern values.

3) Providing training in important skill areas, training that can lead to further professional
studies or to employement. Useful skills are learned.

4) Fostering employment of northerners in meaningful jobs, both providing summer employment to
students, but also in the longer term providing employment to people either who become skilled at
assisting northern researchers or who in fact go on themselves to become scientists and earn a
1iving in that way.

So for all of these reasons, Mr. Speaker, I find the activities of the Northern Heritage Society
very worthy of consideration of support and I hope that other Members will, as well.

---Applause
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. Mr. Pudluk, as seconder.
Beneficial To Learn About Heritage And Culture

MR, PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, I am very happy to be the seconder of the
motion. The Northern Heritage Society has been working in my constituency for many years now. The
young people are very happy to be working with the archaeologists and they learn about their
heritage and their culture and they learn about the old traditional tools that they used to use.
when they first see these old tools, they are very happy to see the fact that they are learning
about their old traditional ways. However, at the present time there has been lack of funding and
this program is very important for the younger people. It is going to be very beneficial in the
future for our younger generation. It is evident that this should not be dropped in the near
future; it should continue. Also, the Northern Heritage Society works with the young people and it
will be beneficial to the younger generation because they will be learning about the past. The
mover of the motion has said most of what [ was going to say. I want all the Members to support
this motion because it deals with our younger generation. Perhaps the younger generation can teach
us something else, too, about our past. I am very happy to be the seconder of this motion. Also,
[ would like to see this motion carried. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Pudluk. To the motion. Mr. Erkloo.
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MR. ERKLOO: (Transiation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just want to make a comment about the
motion. I will be supporting the motion for the reasons that we are all aware of. Since I became
an MLA three years ago, [ have been trying to fight for a heritage building in my community, but
that building has been allocated to somebody else. As the people of the North know, when they
start looking for old artifacts they usually send them out to places other than our communities. A
few days ago when we went over to look at the museum here, we saw a mask which was found near Pond
InTet. My wife stated to me that she wanted to find something like that but she was told that if
you kept an old artifact you will be breaking the law. In the High Arctic they are starting to
talk about the culture and the fact that they are losing their old traditional ways and they would
like to see these in their communities instead of in other places. That is why they wanted to get
a museum/heritage centre in Pond Inlet.

As Ludy Pudluk stated, the younger people should continue to learn more about their traditional
values. And sometimes it gets confusing to the younger people because they do not know which
tradition to go to, whether it be the white man's world or the Inuit tradition of values. So they
do not really have a culture. Sometimes the younger people tend to lose their Inuit values. I
think it is part of the discussions that we always talk about; we do not want to lose our culture
and our traditions. And this may be one of the roads for younger people to learn about their
tradition and the Inuit values. They will be proud to be what they are and they will start
learning about their past. I can give a lot of reasons why I am supporting this motion but I am
sure there are some other people who would like to talk to this motion. I just want you to know
that I will be supporting this whole-heartedly and I would like the other Members to support this
motion, too. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Erkloo. To the motion. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to say that I will be supporting this motion,
primarily because a lot of the history that belongs to the aboriginal people up here has not really
been researched or studied. Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to say that I am encouraging the young
people to find out as much about their past as possible because one never knows how much Tonger we
might exist up here with the military build-up. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Gargan. To the motion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.

Motion 12-87(1), Carried

MR. SPEAKER: Question being called. Do you wish to close debate, Mr. MacQuarrie? Question being
called. A1l those in favour? Opposed if any? The motion is carried.

---Carried

Item 14, motions. Item 15, first reading of bitls: Bill 17-87(1), Mechanics' Lien Act. Mr.
Minister.

ITEM 15: FIRST READING OF BILLS
First Reading Of Bill 17-87(1): Mechanics' Lien Act

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Kivallivik,
that Bill 17-87(1), An Act to Amend the Mechanics' Lien Act, be read for the first time.

MR. SPEAKER: I have a motion on the floor. To the motion.
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.

MR. SPEAKER: Question being called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The motion is
carried.

---Carried

Bill 17-87(1) has had first reading. First reading of bills.
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[tem 16, second reading of bills. Item 17, consideration in committee of the whole of bills and
other matters: Bill 1-87(1), Appropriation Act, 1987-88; Bill 7-87(1), Education Act; Bill

6-87(1), Criminal Injuries Compensation Act; Bill 2-87(1), Advisory Council on the Status of Women
Act, with Mr. Wah-Shee in the chair.

ITEM 17: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS AND OTHER MATTERS
PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER BILL 1-87(1), APPROPRIATION ACT, 1987-88

Department Of Economic Development And Tourism

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): The committee will come to order. Mr. Minister, do you wish to invite
any witnesses before the committee?

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, yes, I would like to.
CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Does the committee agree?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

---Agreed

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. Minister, for the record, would you introduce your
witnesses, please?

HON. TAGAK CURLEY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. On my right is Mr. Alan Vaughan, acting deputy
minister. On my left is Mr. Bil1 Graham, chief of finance. Thank you.

Motion To Delete $100,000 From Department Of Economic Development And Tourism Budget Contributions

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mahsi cho. I do believe we have a motion on the floor. For the record,
I will read the motion: I move, Mr. Chairman, that this particular $100,000 be deleted from
contributions under the Department of Economic Development and Tourism. It was moved by Mr.
McCallum. To the motion. Mr., McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I was just finishing up comments that I wanted to make
when we reported progress yesterday. I think, again, the point has been made by others and I
wanted to make it one more time. If this is a grant for a new business, I believe that there are
ways and means by which this new business can get funding from the government other than by an
outright grant -- a one-time grant. There are ways and means of doing this within programs of the
Department of Economic Development. It is not enough and it should not be enough that a Minister
through his own largesse can dole out particular amounts. We have already given the Minister and
this particular part of capital a three million dollar slush fund. He has no policies laid out for
it. There is no program involved with it. And here it is, in terms of taking, for the second day,
taking a lousy $100,000 from an $800 million budget and the government are going snakey over it.
Terrible thing to do, to suggest that we should have them cut out $100,000 of the Minister's
largesse from a total budget of $800 million. Or to take $200,000 that we are going to spend in
one way and now want to spend in another way. To take that out of such a large budget -- just
terrible on our part to even suggest that they should cut it. I think enough has been said about
this one as well, Mr. Chairman. I call for the vote.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T'SELEIL: Mr. Chairman, I just want to indicate that I am supporting the deletion of these
funds. [ do not think it has been satisfactorily answered as to why this particular item has not
been dealt with through the application of grants, etc. Yesterday the Minister said the reason
they did not want to deal with it that way is that they wanted to be up front with it. My feeling
is that it is unusual procedure to just list a project in a capital plan and it is highly unusual
that -- if the department is taking a chance on doing that then they are taking a chance on having
it deleted. That is what I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. Mr. MacQuarrie.
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Funding Is Not Part Of Existing Loans Program

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Unlike Ms Cournoyea, when the Minister tells us that the
money apparently has a purpose different from what it did when it first was put into the budget,
that does not make me more comfortable in supporting the Minister. It disturbs me.

MR. McCALLUM: Right on.

MR. MacQUARRIE: I have to ask what is going on if that is the case. When it was first out into
the budget, it had the purpose apparently of being used to repair an existing facility with perhaps
the thought of then selling that to a private enterprise. Now, apparently it is available to
someone who wants to establish a private enterprise. It is not part of any existing grant or loans
program and I find that highly irregular, Mr. Chairman, that it should be outside of these programs
-- $100,000 hanging in the air, waiting to be plucked by somebody, we know not whom. If it s not
under the established programs, then I have to ask, how is it going to be determined, and bty whom?
How is it going to be determined which business gets that $100,000? Which proponent? It seems to
me if there is no established program under which the money is available, it will come back to
being a decision of the Minister of Economic Development and Tourism. I personally do not like to
see government business conducted in that way, Mr. Chairman. So, I certainly will support Mr.
McCallum's motion to delete the item.

I notice in a package of information we just received today, Mr. Chairman, among many booklets, one
of them is called, "How to Establish a Business in the Northwest Territories". Well, on a quick
reading of it, I find it is incomplete. They have to add one more line, Mr. Chairman, and that is,
"If you want to establish a business in the Northwest Territories, make sure you get to meet the
Minister of Economic Development and Tourism."

MR. McCALLUM: Right on.
CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. Mr. Curley, to the motion.
Development Of Renewable Resource Industry

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Convincing or not, I will at least try to explain
some of the things that are happening. All the Members of the Assembly about three or four years
ago came into this House and stated that economic development was one of their first priorities and
one of their platforms during the last election; that we must stimulate the renewable resource
industry and other sectors should be developed, not just support to the non-renewable resource
industry. So we are doing that, but now that we are doing that, they say we should not be doing
those things.

Mr. Chairman, I will say -- and however small my integrity is, I am not going to let it be eroded
if there is any within me, because this is not slush money. There are a number of people who rely
on the small-scale fishing industry, which is a very important part of the base of that community.
It does not mean anything to Members from Yellowknife -- to care about developing a fishing
industry in the Eastern Arctic. But I am in favour of developing all areas of the renewable
resource industry, whether it be agriculture, whether it be a dairy farm in Yellowknife. I just
issued a cheque the other day to keep the dairy farm alive. Was that wrong? Should I hide that
fact?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Curley, to the motion, please, whether you are for or against the
deletion of $100,000. That is the motion. Mr. Curley.

Initiative Under Commercial. Renewable Resource Use Policy

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: There is no question about that. There has been a misrepresentation on facts
and [ am trying to explain the facts here. Are we interested in facts or not? There are a number
of policies within the department and they are up to date. One is an umbrella policy which was
jointly developed by the Department of Renewable Resources and our department and it is called,
"Commercial Renewable Resource Use Policy". That is a comprehensive policy. From that policy flow
a number of schedules. One has to do with the logging industry, lumber support policy and fishing
support policy. The other has to do with fish price support policy, mainly for Great Slave Lake.
So out of the appendix to that major policy -- yes, I will table that series of policies. You can
have them by tomorrow and you will see that the department and the government has a broad enough
base to initiate a number of initiatives on a broad scale.
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Unfortunately, the confusion is that [ did make a wrong statement yesterday to you, Mr. Chairman,
while you were sitting on the other side, that originally the idea was to renovate the plant but
through discussions last summer it became known that it was not viable to just renovate the
existing plant. The discussions have now been focussed on building a new plant and it is not at
all different from any other major renewable resource infrastructure that we support, where GNWT
contributes in that amount. During the last six years this government, for instance, has given to
Slave River Saw mill in excess of $500,000 and this year we will be contributing $120,000 to the
plant. Again, the commercial renewable resource use policy is a justifiable basis for that.

Mr. Chairman, that item is important to keep the fishing industry alive in Rankin Inlet and, as
well, to demonstrate that the fishing industry is important to the Eastern Arctic. Therefore, I
certainly hope the Members will consider the consequences that we would have if the item is voted
down. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the motion. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. [ would like to say that I do support the Minister in the
area of economic development and tourism. However, I do have some difficulty with some of the
expenditures that occur in particular areas. This is one of the difficulties I have with some of
the budget items that we are addressing at this time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Gargan, I think you should confine your remarks to the motion on the
floor. The motion basically states the deletion of $100,000 from the contributions, specifically
to the fish plant contribution in Rankin Inlet. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Chairman, I would 1like to say then that [ have some difficuity in supporting the
motion, mainly because from some of the conversations I understand that this business is going to
be privatized. If it 1is going to be privatized, who is it going to? And why is the Minister
making that type of contribution when in fact they are going to be privatizing it? [ have
difficulty -- once you improve the plant and it is being privatized, I do not know who it is going
to benefit. Will it be one individual or the community? I cannot say, and I have difficulty. If
[ cannot get a clear picture then I have doubts that I could support such an initiative. At this
time I would support deleting this item.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. MacQuarrie.

MR. MacQUARRIE: [ just want to make it clear that I am in favour of developing the fishing
industry in the NWT and in Rankin Inlet, but I favour developing it along rational and accountable
lines and I have the fear that this is not so. If there are resource use policies available, there
is obviously funding under them and the question has to be asked: Why is this not part of that, if
that is the case?

Motion To Delete $100,000 From Department Of Economic Development And Tourism Budget Contributions,
Defeated

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): To the motion. Question has been called. A1l those in favour? Opposed,
if any? The motion is defeated.

---Defeated

Contributions, Keewatin, Total Capital, Agreed

We are on capital page 13.13. Contributions. Total Keewatin.. Mr. Erkloo.

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to go back to headquarters,
renewable resource projects, $3,000,000. Is it possible?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Erkloo, I would 1like to complete the contributions. However,
yesterday we did not approve the total heaaquarters for the amount of $3,000,000. So I will be
going back to that amount after we have completed total contributions. Total Keewatin, $115,000.
Agreed?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

~--Agreed
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Total Contributions, Agreed

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Total contributions, $115,000. Agreed?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

---Agreed

Business Development, Buildings And Works, Headquarters, Total Capital

CHATRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Now I am going back to business development, buildings and works,
headquarters, $3,000,000. Mr. Erkloo.

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Looking at these projects, this is mainly
toward renewable resources. Perhaps you can clarify exactly what the $3,000,000 is going to be
used for and which communities it will be distributed to. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. This is for renewable resources and for wildlife; it
is directed to that. It is for the whole NWT; food production, agriculture and fur products in the
NWT, and also for fisheries and oceans products. There are some areas that are going to have to be
surveyed on renewable resource products. They have to do surveys before they can go ahead with
different projects. Part of this is for fisheries products. There are no fish plants in some
areas where they process fish. The boats they use for fishing cost a lot of money and this area
has to be 1looked into also. We are talking about renewable resources in the Kitikmeot;
agriculture, there should be some greenhouses implemented. These are the areas covered in certain
projects. Looking at the Mackenzie area, we have to help the farmers in that region in developing
farms. This amount of money is going to be directed to various renewable resource projects. I am
not going to clarify exactly how the contribution is going to be made in the matter of each
different region.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Erkloo.

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) I would like to thank the Minister for his reply. Perhaps you could
clarify a little further on how this contribution is going to be distributed. For example, in the
Baffin Region, exactly how much would you contribute to Baffin? Or Keewatin?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.
Projected Distribution Of Funding

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. (Translation) There has been some paperwork done on
the Baffin Region; $600,000 will be allotted to the region. In Pond Inlet there is going to be a
farm. If we are going to be doing the same thing for other settlements we will be using these
funds. Also for Sanikiluag, there will be money for a project there. Fishing during the
wintertime is going to be an ongoing business and they are going to have to have some funding
available. There is a project for scallops in Pangnirtung going on and they do not have adequate
facilities or equipment. There is a plan for fishing in Igloolik. They have to go by plane to get
into that fishing place and they are trying to get boats for transportation purposes. There is a
fishing plant in your area that has to be completed. There will have to be some meat processing
equipment in the Cambridge Bay area. Also for £xpo '86 there were musk-ox that had to be shipped
out from certain areas. There will have to be meat processing plants in those areas, to deal with
certain wildlife. I am not clarifying as to exactly how much each region is going to take, but for
the Baffin about $600,000 and for Keewatin about $500,000. There are still some areas we have to
work at in those regions.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. Erkloo.

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think this would be in a different area.
Ludy Pudluk mentioned this, that if people want to form their own business they are just told that
there is no funding available for assistance. The moneys in these areas are mainly toward existing
renewable resource projects and it is under headquarters, renewable resource projects. I would
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1ike to ask for non-existing projects, for anyone who would like to form a business that is not
existing at this time, if they wanted to set up their own business within next month, is there any
funding available for business development? Is there any funding available for those purposes?
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. Minister.

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to sympathize with those
people in our regions. There are not too many people who would know how to get into these.
Economic development officers have some training at this time but some of those are unilingual
people. MWhen there is a lack of communication sometimes we say there is no funding available. We
know that we have to communicate better to inform the people from our department to not say that
there is no funding available. Sometimes even if we do not have the funding, but there are always
banks that they can get loans from, and lending institutions. They do not know where to go. If
this funding goes through, for these renewable resource projects, wildlife and agriculture, more
funding will be available for these purposes to improve these areas. If people wanted to improve
these services or these projects, I would encourage them to talk with the economic development
officer or the chamber of commerce about how they would go about forming their own business.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. Erkloo.
Availability Of Capital Funding For New Businesses

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) On the amount of three million dollars, the question that I asked was if
there is any money, funding, available to those businesses that are not in existence right now. In
the capital estimates, is there any money available for those businesses that are not existing
right mow? Looking at the amount, three miilion dollars, the Minister has the authority to help
those different individuals and he can change them and distribute the funding accordingly. My
question again is, if for instance, I would like to start my own business or if my uncle wanted to
start a business, would he be able to get some funding from this three million dollars? I also
heard that the three million dollars is distributed by the Minister to various communities;
$600,000 would be going to communities of Baffin Region but it does not state in here which
communities. Have you already distributed the $600,000? Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I understand your question now.
Beginning April 1st, we will be distributing to business developments as there is going to be some
funding available. When we are under operations and maintenance it will be more clear where we are
distributing the money. The federal Special ARDA will be talked about and how this could be taken
advantage of by people, under business loans and the Eskimo Loan Fund. But, this year, for
contributions to existing businesses, such as construction businesses, when the economy went down
the amount of funding was used up. There were more people requesting funding but we did not have
any more funding available for those purposes. That is probably the reason why the Baffin Region
people said that when they request funding to start a business they are refused, but it is going to
start up again in April.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. Erkloo.
Amount Earmarked For Baffin Region

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Last question, Mr. Chairman. You stated that, for instance, in Igloolik
they would get a longliner for fishing expeditions and in Pangnirtung for the purpose of getting
scallops and halibut. You said that there is a little over $600,000 for Baffin Region. Do I
understand correctly that $600,000 amount is distributed, will really be distributed to the Baffin
Region? For instance Kitikmeot and Keewatin would not be getting the $600,000 that is spoken for,
for the Baffin Region. Is that amount, $600,000 or thereabouts, going to the Baffin Region? Thank
you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. From what we have heard, if they are
going to start economic fishing, if we are to be able to sell the fish that we catch, we have to
start producing them as food items. If they do not get assistance from the NWT government they
will not be able to go on their own. We will not be able to get any money from the federal
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government if we do not give those moneys out to the businesses in the communities. The $500,000
amount s directed to the Baffin Region. There are certain amounts of money designated for the
different regions. I think you said that there was $300 million. It is only three million dollars
for renewable resource projects. It is going to be distributed to different communities and
different regions; different amounts for different regions. For the Baffin Region it will be
mainly distributed to those projects for fish plants.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. McCallum.
Reguest For Explanation Of Purpose And Disposition Of Funding

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. On this particular item, it is my understanding that this
three million dollars was for renewable resource projects that would be new. Now I hear from the
Minister that he has already doled out or determined what particular regions are going to get. He
has indicated that Baffin is going to get $600,000 and Keewatin $500,000. That Tleaves $1.9
million. Can the Minister indicate to me where that $1.9 million is going, among the other three
or four regions? Also I would like to know, in terms of this, if it is really for new initiatives
in the renewable resource sector. Is the money going to be there for people to apply for if they
come up with something new or different? Or is it assistance to ongoing projects that are under
way now and have been under way for some time? Are there policies developed for this program? Or
is it, again, as the previous speaker said, that it is up to the Minister simply to pass it around,
that he has control of this? What is this three million for? Is it for new initiatives in the
renewable resource sector or is it for assistance for ongoing projects? Of the $1.9 million that
he has not indicated he has put out, what are the other regions getting?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: There is a policy for it and I will mention to the Member, for the second time
now, that I will table those documents tomorrow. This fund will be used for new projects; for
instance, country food requirements, and mainly for capital assistance toward that industry. There
will be support for the agricultural industry. It will be used for developing various support
programs for all types of possibilities that exist south of the lake. I am sure the Members know
more about the possibilities than I do. It will be used for renewable resource industry, for the
fur industry and obviously I did mention some of the possibilities in the Eastern Arctic.

I can list some of the projects that are quite possible. In terms of agricultural development, we
are continually lobbied to support the poultry industry development, a dairy farm, comnunity
gardens south of the lake, cattle operations, portable slaughter houses, as well as the other
varieties of small cattle industries that exist. Representations were made during the food
conference which asked for varied support to that industry. So in terms of the remainder of the
budget, it will be used right across the Territories, including Kitikmeot and Mackenzie, south of
the lTake, and Inuvik area. Thank you.

Business Development, Buildings And Works, Headquarters, Total Capital, Agreed

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Business development, buildings and works, total
headquarters, $3,000,000. Agreed?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

---Agreed

Business Development, Total Capital, Agreed

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Page 13.13, total business development, $3,350,000. Agreed?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

--~-Agreed

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): There are information items on page 13.14, dealing with Expo '86. Mr.
Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Chairman, I do not want to deal with the Department of E&conomic Develoment and
Tourism, but I want to raise a point of privilege.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Your point of privilege, Mr. Gargan.
Point Of Privilege

MR. GARGAN: Mr., Chairman, I was passed a note by the Minister of Economic Development and Tourism
indicating that if I did not support him in his community for that $100,000 -- obviously he is
saying that he would not support my constituency for the private sector. That disturbed me quite a
bit and 1 just wanted to make it public, because obviously twice there was a Special ARDA
application given by my own area which was turned down by the Special ARDA board. And his
department representative also sits on it. So I just thought I would make that public. If further
applications are given, if it is based on the threat of this note, then I will know where the
refusal is coming from. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr, Gargan, your point of privilege is in order and noted in the records.
The rest of the items on page 13.15 and 13.16 are information jtems.

Total Capital, Agreed

We will go back to page 13.05, total capital expenditure, $5,422,000. Agreed?
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

---Agreed

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Does the committee agree that this capital expenditure for the Department
of Economic Development and Tourism is concluded?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
--~Agreed
Directorate, Total O And M, Agreed

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. We are now on the main estimates for the Department of
Economic Development and Tourism, page 16.08. We are into budget detail, directorate, total O and
M, $1,133,000. Agreed?

SOME HUN. MEMBERS: Agreed.
---Agreed
Policy And Planning, Total O And M, Agreed

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): We are on page 16.09, policy and planhning, total operations and
maintenance, $833,000. Agreed?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
---Agreed
Tourism And Parks, Total O And M

CHAIRMAN (Mr, Wah-Shee): Page 16Q10, tourism and parks, total operations and maintenance,
$6,369,000. Mr. MacQuarrie.

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Last summer at Long Lake beach here and the park that is
adjoined to it, as a result of some confusion, which certainly was not the responsibility only of
this government but of the municipal government as well, adequate funding was not budgeted for
proper supervision of the park and the beach. Problems arose there last year and I know in
midsummer, Yellowknife MLAs very much appreciated the co-operation of the department and
specifically, Mr. Graham, who is one of the witnesses, in trying to address that problem midstream.
Although there was no final solution, I think for the remainder of the summer it was addressed
adequately. Could I just ask from the department's point of view, whether plans are proceeding and
work is being done by the city of Yellowknife to ensure, in the coming season, that various
responsibilities are clear? And could I ask what the government's participation will be in that
program?
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, there was a bit of dispute last year as to the
responsibilities of this department and the city's responsibilities to administer and supply
Jifeguards at the beach. We were not convinced that our responsibility involved supporting a
lifeguard program for the local city's park. Right now there are discussions with the city and my
department and I think very shortly they will announce a more acceptabie type of arrangement. [ am
not fully informed of exactly what it will involve, but [ know that the city is responsible for
safety of the municipality. Therefore, I think through the discussions all the concerns that were
raised last year have been addressed. So I would think these will be resolved to the satisfaction
of both groups. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. MacQuarrie.

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, could I just ask, in those discussions what role does this government see as
being appropriately its responsibility, in the operation of the park? To what extent does the GNWT
feel that it has responsibilities?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.

Departmental Responsibility For Park At Long Lake

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Well, Mr. Chairman, our responsibility is always
obviously, to develop and maintain the parks in the Northwest Territories that we are responsible
for through our Territorial Parks Act. As a result of that, we entered into a contract with the
city to maintain the park. As far as the recreational aspects of the park, that was really between
the Department of Local Government and the city. [ think this is where the dispute really was.
They believed that we should have come up with the support for the recreational part and lifeguard
program aspect of that responsibility. But we do carry out our responsibility and therefore we
have been able to provide funds for the city to continue the maintenance of the local park. Thank
you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. MacQuarrie.

MR. MacQUARRIE: Generally the maintenance going one way and the recreation going the other I
understand. One of the areas that seemed to be gray was the area of security in the camp and along
the beach area. Could I ask how that is being looked at?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Tourism and parks apparently has a responsibility for
security of the day use and local park. So that will be contained in the agreement with the city.
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Tourism and parks, total operations and maintenance,
$6,369,000. Agreed?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.

---Agreed

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): We are on business development, page 16.11. I had the impression that we
did agree to tourism and parks. I did call and it is Jjust that I think the Chair has to take the
prerogative that once I call the divisions and the amount and it is agreed and I do not see
anybody's hand up, then I will proceed to the other portion.

MR. MacQUARRIE: Point of order.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Your point of order, Mr. MacQuarrie.
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Point Of Order

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, 1 had wished to speak again on this item but not before someone else did and,
Mr. Chairman, I distinctly saw Mr. Gargan's hand in the air, and that is why I assumed you would
not be moving along. I was surprised when you said it was agreed. It has not yet been agreed, I
believe, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, Wah-Shee): Mr. MacQuarrie, the Chair does not read the minds of the Members of this
committee...

MR. MacQUARRIE: ...but the arm...

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): ...and I wish to indicate that once we have called an amount and it is
agreed to, then I will proceed to the next page. However, in this case we will go back to tourism
and parks for a total O and M of $6,369,000. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would think that it is appropriate at this time to
question the Minister on zone associations. I would like to find out from the Minister, other than
the fact that zone associations come up with possibilities in the areas of tourism and parks, what
other influence do they have on the department with regard to any type of economic or tourism
activities that could occur in the region? Does the Minister recognize other bodies that could be
addressing this whole area of tourism? Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.
Travel Industry Association And Zone Associations

HON. TAGAK CURLEY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The department, through tourism and parks, is
responsible for development of the tourist industry throughout the Northwest Territories, as well
as to consult with the tourism industry through the zone associations. The zone associations
consist of mainly the travel and hospitality industry, the hotel industry, hotels and outfitters
and so on.

So the zone associations of the Travel Industry Association are a very important aspect of our
consultative requirements with the industry. But we are not Timited to that. As a department and
as a government we can sell with broader groups, including the regional council groups, private
businessmen and the airline industry, as other means of contact through the division. But the
Travel Industry Association has been very important in the development of the travel industry in
the NWT. It 1is helpful from our point of view to have a regional strategy to upgrade and develop
ideas, so that within a year the government can at least carry out and implement strategy that has
been agreed upon. Obviously there are smaller communities or regions that are not actively
involved through the associations, but I know that the members of the TIA and zone associations are
working hard to try and improve. I continue to insist that they much improve their relationship
with the smaller communities. We raise the issue at every opportunity with the Travel Industry
Association. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Tourism and parks. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: The Minister did indicate that the zone associations do play a very important part in
the area of tourism. They are also funded by this department. [ would like to ask the Minister
whether there is any other funding that goes to other groups, for example, regional councils, from
his department, in the area of economic development or tourism?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.
Limited Contact With Regional Councils

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr, Chairman, we do not fund, on a continuing basis, any other group besides
the Travel Industry Association. The Travel Industry Association and zone associations represent a
broad group. Through TIA we have a core funding arrangement with them, and support through other
marketing programs that we have. We do not have direct contributions to the regional councils.
Regional councils if they qualify, normally, are supported on a one-time basis, for instance, to
study regional economic requirements of their regions. [f they are carrying out a regional plan
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for economic planning, then in some cases we do provide financial support to enable them to carry
out their economic development plans. But other than that, we do have a limited contact with the

regional councils. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to ask the Minister, again, concerning zone
associations. Who is involved in those? I know they do have a regional conference or something
like that and they get together and have this extravagant supper and dance and everything else and
they deal with tourism. But I have never taken this group seriously, primarily because if it is
benefiting my region or area, I have not noticed it. I believe that established businesses have
benefited a 1lot, but anywhere that these established businesses might be threatened, new
initiatives in this particular area are really not supported, I believe, by this group, because it
is again like a little social group that really addresses only their own interests, rather than
trying to distribute equal participation or equal opportunities toward other groups, which
otherwise would not have that opportunity.

I really have reservations on this particular group of people. Every year I get an invitation to
their ball and suppers to address areas of tourism. I have never taken it seriously, going to the
zone association meetings, because I just do not think that they are out there to address the
general population, but rather to ensure that their businesses are protected and they are not being
threatened by other organizations trying to get into similar types of businesses to those they are
in. I say sincerely that I have nothing against this particular group but I just do not think that
they are properly addressing the tourist potential in their areas; and if they are, then it is for
their own benefit. In other words, if there is a potential there, these associations have the
first option in the area of tourism. They are the ones who know where the opportunities lie, so
they jump to these opportunities.

Concerns Re Big River Travel Association And Bison Herd Potential

I know for a fact that that same group of people, the Big River Travel Association, are also
interested in the potential of tourism in the area of bison in the Fort Providence area. Now
whether they have influence on the Special ARDA group or not, I am afraid that they do. Because I
am sure that not only has the Fort Providence group submitted proposals for the bison herd, but I
am sure something else in that area must be implemented too, that a group of these people are
working toward that also. So I thought, Mr. Speaker, that I would like to put on record my concern
and if the Minister could answer, I certainly would like the president of the Big River Travel
Association to answer some of the concerns that I am addressing. If he is sincere then perhaps I
will get a Tetter. I do not know who the president is, but I think the concerns that I have should
be known, because I do not think they are serious about the potential that might be out there.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Tourism and parks, Mr. MacQuarrie.

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Does the Minister have with him, information on the
number of visits in the last calendar year or tourist season, in the various zones across the NWT?
What are the figures? If not the last year, you know the year before. The most recent figures.
If so, could I hear them?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, apparently the figures are not broken down into the regions. I
know that the TIA, during their last meeting, were quite enthusiastic about the fact that the
number of visitors that have been booked this year are indicating tremendous increase over any
other year. That was as recent as about three weeks ago when they had their board meetings here.
So I would think these figures would be available for the first time on a regional basis this year
and we will attempt to make sure that it does take place, that it happens. We only have been using
the figures during last year in excess of 40,000 visitors to the Northwest Territories, as a whole,
within a year. Unfortunately, we do not have that regional breakdown now. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. MacQuarrie.
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Travel Strategy Plans

MR. MacQUARRIE: A couple of times I have heard the Minister mention regional tourism plans, I
guess they would be. Do all of the zones have these regional tourism ptans fully developed?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister.

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, no, all the zone associations have not completed their travel
development strategy plans. I indicated the other day that Inuvik is in the process of completing
their strategies. Apparently Yellowknife is probably on top of the 1ist of those about to release
their travel plans. South of the lake area is just beginning to shape their strategies. So by
spring or summer we should have all the regions completed.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. MacQuarrie.

MR. MacQUARRIE: As I understand it, across the North in each administrative region, there is a
regional tourism officer. But in each administrative region, they do not correspond exactly with
the tourism zones. Or do they in four cases, but not in others? In other words, are there any
regions other than the Fort Smith Region that have more than one tourism zone in the region?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. Minister.

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. All the regions except Fort Smith Region have only
one zone association. Fort Smith is broken down into two: Big River Travel Association, south of
the lake, and Northern Frontier Visitors Association. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. MacQuarrie.

MR. MacQUARRIE: Mr. Chairman, I am going to want to make a motion in a minute. That is the way I
understood it, the Fort Smith Region, the administrative region, is quite a large one and it is
comprised of two tourism zones, the Big River zone and the Northern Frontier zone. Mr. Chairman,
it is also a region that is probably the most highly populated of any of the regions, but also the
region that -- although regrettably we do not have the figures -- probably draws the greatest
number of visits each year. We are talking about communities south of the lake, and also those
north of the lake in the Northern Frontier zone. I think Snowdrift, Yellowknife, Detah, Rae-lLac la
Martre and so on are all in that Northern Frontier zone. As I understand it, this is one of the
areas that has not fully developed a travel development strategy and partly, I know, our government
regional tourism officers have a responsibility of helping the zones to do that. It appears that
in this area, the Fort Smith administrative region, with the greater number of visitors, the
greater number of businesses, the greater population, the greater amount of work to be done and
plus having the two tourism zones, that they are not as far ahead as some of the other regions in
developing the necessary strategies.

Of course, with the success of Expo -- and I guess I have not mentioned that this session yet, but
I was one who very early on was leery about the amount of money that it might cost this
government. And I see from the figures that it is a bit more than what was being estimated, but
even I will acknowledge that it is tolerable because it was obviously a very great success. So I
am not going to raise any questions about that expenditure at all. But because it was a success we
could be having a great flood of tourists and particularly into the area that is most accessible

and yet I am told that in a sense we are not really ready to meet that; partly because of the lack
of a development strategy.

Motion To Recommend That Tourism Officer To Serve The Area North Of Great Slave Lake Be Hired,
Carried

So at any rate, I would like to make a motion. I hope that Members will find it possible to
support this because of the different circumstances in this area from others. Mr. Chairman, I move
that this conmittee recommend to the Minister of Economic Development and Tourism that a separate
tourism officer be hired to provide services to tourism operations and to the tourism industry
situated north of Great Slave Lake within the Fort Smith Region.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Could we have a copy of that motion, please? Mr. MacQuarrie, your motion
is in order. To the motion. Mr. MacQuarrie.
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MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr., Chairman. I will not speak at length to it then. It was for some
of the reasons I outlined earlier. I note for Members that this is a recommendation to the
Minister. There is a clear need and the motion is simply urging the government to consider taking
that step. I hope that Members will find it possible to support me in making that recommendation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. To the motion, Question has been called. All those in
favour? Opposed, if any? The motion is carried.

---Carried
Tourism and parks. Mr. McCallum.

Comprehensive Marketing Strategy

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a couple of questions on some of the tasks of this
activity, relating primarily to the marketing plans and the implementation of that comprehensive
marketing strategy. My understanding is that there is about $1.5 million, give or take change, for
the strategy itself. There are particular plans to increase marketing research money. The
strategy is going to be implemented. It makes up the largest part of that increase in the other 0
and M that is noted in the budget. [ would like to look a little bit more at the strategy itself
and hear some more about it from the Minister as to what is going to be implemented. If you are
still going to do more marketing research and you have other initiatives that are being put on for
product development for tourism facilities, in other areas in this activity -- [ wonder if the
Minister can give us some idea of what really is going on, as to what the department is trying to
do about the enhanced comprehensive marketing strategy of the department? What is it that he is
marketing? What is he researching? How does he envision spending that $1.5 million? Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mr, Minister,
Broader Presentation Of NWT To The World

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The department has been doing a thorough analysis of
the evaluation of the role of the department, TravelArctic and the private sector which is, I
think, growing rapidly. Obviously, today, we have a very strong private sector responsible for a
share of their own marketing of some of their operators' programs and responsibilities. But as far
as the government is concerned, I think the government has a continuing responsibility to have a
global, broader presentation of the Northwest Territories to the world and to North America.

So, we have pretty much sort of separated the two areas, with our understanding and agreement with
the Travel Industry Association. We have very much sorted out the two areas and we will do the
global aspect, which means that even our initiatives this year as a result of Expo '86 convinced us
that we will have to advertise outside of the Territories, much more than we have ever before
through magazines like Outside and Natural History and advertise in areas through the Sunset
Magazine which are travel related magazines, and through the Travel and lLeisure magazines. So that
is one area, presenting a message to the outdoors and adventure consumer. Another area is a sport
fishing campaign, Northwest Territories being of such tremendous interest even with the North
American markets, so that advertising will be carried out again through the magazines, through
Sport and Field, Fly Fisherman, Natural History and in Fisherman. These are the related areas.
Other areas are TV films and TV contest promotion; that is one area my department is considering.

Another area is to develop marketing aids. We hope to develop further through brochures and
through the Explorers' Guide, Rivers North and posters, explorers' maps, postable displays. Again,
other areas where we have not done much is through media relations programs. [ think recently we
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