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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

MONDAY, MARCH 16, 1987 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Michael Ballantyne, Ms 
Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. McCallum, 
Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Hon. Red Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. 
Richard, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. T'Seleie, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): 
statements. Mr. Sibbeston. 

ITEM 2: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Orders of the day for Monday, March 16th. 

Minister's Statement 36-87(1): Government Leader's Statement 

Item 2, Ministers' 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, as Government Leader, rise to inform the House of the 
position that the government has taken in respect of the recent event calling into question the 
conduct of the Hon. Tagak Curley. 

At the first appropriate moment after the matter arose, I spoke with Mr. Curley at great length 
about his conduct and the position that he has placed himself and the government in. As Government 
Leader, I suggested that he immediately tender his apologies to the honourable Members of this 
House. Mr. Curley made a statement of apology in the House on the very next day. In addition, 
Mr. Curley sent a letter of apology to Mr. Sam Gargan and to myself as Government Leader. I am of 
the view, Mr. Speaker, that Mr. Curley has taken the appropriate action required by him in 
tendering his sincere apology. I am therefore satisfied that I have discharged my responsibility 
as Government Leader in respect of this issue and no further action is necessary on the part of 
myself, as Government Leader. 

This matter is, however, pending before this Assembly and honourable Members will cast their votes 
on the motion before the House on this issue. In our system of consensus government, Mr. Speaker, 
Members of the Executive Council are elected by all Members of the Assembly and hold office at the 
pleasure of the Assembly. Since honourable Members have elected Ministers by motion of the 
Assembly, it only follows that they may also remove them by motion of the Assembly. In both those 
situations, the matter is strictly the business of the Assembl'y and each Member of the Assembly is 
entitled to vote individually. What I am saying, Mr. Speaker, is that we, as a government, 
consider the matter to be one of a free vote. 

It is out of respect for this convention, which is now firmly established in our consensus form of 
government, that the Executive will not vote on this issue in µnison, but rather as individual 
Members of the Legislative Assembly exercising their prer.ogative to elect or remove a Member from 
the Executive Council. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Item 2, Ministers' statements. T hat appears to conclude 
this item for today. Item 3, Members' statements. Mr. Appaqaq. 
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ITEM 3: MEMBERS' STATEMENTS 

Member's Statement On Sanikiluaq Youth Playing Hockey 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just want the Members to understand that we 
have tried very hard in Sanikiluaq to get the young people a place to play hockey; a hockey arena. 
But this has not come about. We have been trying again to get an arena and I would like to inform 
the Members that beginning today they are going to be playing hoc.key with the other northern Quebec 
people. This is very important to us. I would like Members of the Legislative Assembly to support 
the Sanikiluaq people because they are going to be playing against the northern Quebec communities 
and I would like the Members to support my constituency. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Appaqaq. Item 3, Members' statements. That appears to conclude 
Members' statements for today. Item 4, returns to oral questions. Mr. Wray. 

ITEM 4: RETURNS TO ORAL QUESTIONS 

Further Return To Question 095-87(1): Responsibility For Delivery Service Truck Accidents 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to oral Question 095-87(1), asked by 
Mr. Gargan on March 3, 1987, regarding incidents involving municipal delivery service vehicles. 

In response to Mr. Gargan's questions regarding incidents involving municipal delivery service 
vehicles, I join the Government Leader in his assurances that any accident occurring in a community 
where the municipality or the local council is involved is taken very seriously by this government. 

I believe Mr. Gargan"s questions were in reference to two incidents: one occurred in Fort Good 
Hope on June 20, 1986, and the other occurred in Snowdrift on June 30, 1986. I will address Mr. 
Gargan's questions in three parts, Mr. Speaker. First, responsibility; second, compensation; and 
last, measures taken to ensure the safe operation of municipal service vehicles. 

First, responsibility for the operation of the vehicles in each incident lies with the owner/driver 
of the vehicle. In the case of Fort Good Hope, where the local government is unincorporated, the 
owner/driver was a private company contracted by the GNWT to provide the service. In Snowdrift 
where, also, the local government is unincorporated, the owner of the vehicle is the GNWT and the 
driver was an employee of the band council. 

Second, with regard to compensation. Any injured party or relative of the injured party has the 
right of recourse by legal action through the courts. The courts then determine if there was any 
negligence on the part of the owner/driver of the vehicle. If negligence is found, the court may 
award damages to the injured party or family. The court decides the nature and/or ifllount of any 
award. If negligence is found and damages awarded, the responsible party's insurers would respond 
to court direction. In the case of the Fort Good Hope incident, compensation was provided to the 
family by the insurer of the company who owned and operated the vehicle. 

I would like to explain further that in the Snowdrift case, a nominal ace ident benefit was pa id to 
the family by the GNWT's insurers. The basis for this payment is the standard death benefit 
payment provision, which is a mandatory provision of every vehicle insurance policy required under 
the NWT Insurance Act. The payment does not imply liability on the part of the GNWT, nor does it 
limit the family's right to seek further compensation. 

Third, I would like to outline the measures taken to ensure the safe operation of municip� service 
vehicles in hamlets and settlements. Presently, the Department of Municipal and Community Affairs, 
in conjunction with the Department of Public Works and Highways, is evaluating the feasibility and 
cost of "cab-over" chassis designs for water and sewage trucks. A cab-over chassis pl aces the 
driver at the extreme front end of the truck, offering much better forward, down and sideways 
visibility than the current truck design. As an add it ion al safety measure, the department will be 
providing back-up alarms for water, sewage and garbage trucks in hamlets and settlements. 

Regarding training, I have made community level training a very high priority for the department, 
particularly for the Municipal and Community Affairs works activities. The Member can be assured 
that the safety aspects of operating service delivery vehicles will continue to be stressed by my 
training and program delivery staff. Al so, where municipal service delivery in hamlets or 
settlements is contracted to a private business, my department will work with the local government 
to ensure that the same vehicle design and operator training safety measures are applied. 
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I and my department officials are very aware of the impact incidents such as those which occurred 
in Fort Good Hope and Snowdrift can have in a small community. Together with the Departments of 
Municipal and Community Affairs and Public Works and Highways, I will continue to emphasize safety 
in municipal service delivery operations. We, as a government and as individual members of our 
communities, must all do what we can to ensure the safety of the people in our communities. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns to oral questions. Mr. Wray. 

Return To Question 0116-87(1): Responsibilities And Legislation For Soapstone Quarries 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to oral Question 0116-87(1), asked of 
the Government Leader by Mr. Arlooktoo on March 5, 1987 and which was referred to me by the 
Government Leader, with regard to the regulations surrounding soapstone quarries. 

In checking the status of the land upon which the two major active soapstone quarries in the 
Member's constituency are located, my department has confirmed that the land is federal crown 
land. Therefore, the federal government, through I ndian and Northern Affairs Canada, has 
responsibility for the administration and control of the quarries according to the territorial 
quarrying regulations under the Territorial Lands Act. 

Under the regulations, an individual, that is one person, may take in any year without a permit, 
not more than 40 cubic metres of stone without payment of any fees or dues. The regulations also 
contain three restrictions: Individuals may quarry stone for their own use but not for barter or 
sale; the individual must be a resident of the.Northwest Territories or Yukon; and there cannot be 
a lease, sale or 1 icence of the quarry site in effect. Concerns about or infractions of these 
regulafions should be brought to the attention of the federal government land use office in 
Iqaluit, which I believe Mr. Andy Theriault is the supervisor of. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Item 4, returns to oral questions. 
conclude this matter for today. Item 5, oral questions. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

That appears to 

ITEM 5: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 0138-87(1): Capital Funding For Band Councils 

MR. WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. 
I understand that when the Government of the Northwest Territories and the Department of Indi� and 
Northern Affairs were discussing the transfer of capital funding, that there seemed to be a 
confusion in regard to who exactly is responsible for band council capital funding. As I 
understand, to date, the Department of Indian Affairs has the understanding that they do not have 
any responsibility for providing funding for the band council in terms of their capital funding and 
I al so understand that this administration does not have a µol icy in pl ace which would include the 
capital funding of band councils. I wonder if there is going to be any discussion between the 
administration and the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs in regard to who exactly is 
responsible for funding of capital expenditures for the band councils? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 0138-87(1): Capital Funding For Band Councils 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, indeed, there is ongoing discussion taking pl ace 
between ourselves and Indian Affairs. Quite simply put, Indian Affairs takes the position that, 
unlike everywhere else in the rest of Canada, an exception is being made in the Northwest 
Territories. They maintain that they transferred responsibility for capital funding for band 
councils to the territorial government. This government and previous governments, in checking 
through the records, can find no transfer agreement between ourselves and Indian Affairs; nor can 
we find any financial agreement between ourselves and Indian Affairs that would indicate that they 
had transferred any funds. We maintain that because band councils were created under federal 
legislation, they are a responsibility of the federal government and as such, once again, the 
federal government cannot abrogate their responsibility to provide capital funds to band councils. 
We have made the offer to the federal government that we are even willing to help facilitate the 
construction of these facilities utilizing our own forces, if they were to provide the upfront 
money. The discussions are still ongoing and we have not had a definitive statement from Indian 
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Affairs yet as to whether or not they will accept this respons ibility, but I can ass ure the Member 
that even though we do not have a policy we have been, to a limited extent, making s ome moneys 
av ailable for band council facilities .  Us ually where we are building j oint facilities for 
band/settlement what we do is we build one building. However, it is a source of maj or dis cuss ion 
between ourselves and the federal government. Unfortunatel y, I cannot report to the Member that we 
have come to a s uccessful conclusion yet; we are still very much in the negotiating stages. Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Question 0139-87(1): Revision Of Residential Tenancies Act 

MR. MacQUARRIE : My question, Mr. Speaker, is for the Minister of Justice and it is in respect of 
the Res idential Tenancies Act. I know that the Minister would like to bring in a revision -- well, 
a new Residential Tenancies Act -- and I a m  wondering if sometime very soon the Minister will be 
able to release t hat to the public s o  that there can be additional public input on it; if so, coul d 
the Min ister indicate when? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister.  

Return To Question 0139-87(1): Revision Of Res idential Tenancies Act 

HON . MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . The chair man of the standing coll11littee on 
legislation is correct. I tabled the legis lation at the sess ion, bro ught it in front of his 
committee, and we have made some amendments . I have not taken it to my Executiv e Council 
col leagues but I intend to do t hat before this sess ion is finis hed, to get their approv al, at which 
point I will be prepared to release it to the committee and to the public for further comment. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions . Mr. T'Seleie. 

Question 0140-87(1): Cons1deration By Executive Of Petition 3-87(1) 

MR. T'SELE IE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to as k the Gover nment Leader a question. On February 
23rd, I tabled Petition 3-87(1) concerning the arena/curling rink in the community of Fort Good 
Hope. I would like to ask the Minister when I could expect that the Executive would be considering 
this petition . 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To  Question 0140-87(1): Cons ideration By Executive Of Petition 3-87(1) 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, the rules of the Assembly prov ide for the Executive Council to 
reply within 60 days . The matter will be dealt with by the Executiv e in due course and we wil l 
correspond with the Member on the government' s decision as quickly as poss ible. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. Oral questions . Mr. Paniloo. 

Question 0141-87(1): Treatment Of Arthritis , Baffin Region 

MR. PANILOO: (Trans lation) Than k you, Mr. Speaker. This question is directed to the Minister of 
the Department of Health. I n  the Baffin Region there are quite a few patients who hav e got 
arthritis . They are not getting any help at all from the doctors . My daughter has been like that 
for a whole year and there are quite a few other people who are like that, too. The nurses and the 
doctors s tate that there are no pill s or anything l ike that for it. Perhaps you can look into this 
f urther and giv e me s ome response at this time. Than k you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. McLa ughlin. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
to the Member. Thank you. 

will take the question as notice and report back 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. You are taking the question as notice and wil l report the matter back. 
Oral questions . Mr. MacQuarrie. 
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Question 0142-87(1 ) :  Status Of Local Government Legislation 

MR. MacQUARR IE: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs 
similar to one that I just asked. The Mini ster has tabled local government leg i slation, several 
b i l l s .  Those were distri buted to municipal governments, t o  various communities. The Min i ster has 
indicated that there will be some changes to those bills yet, and I thought that by this time those 
b ills woul d be distributed. Yet we have not seen them. So could I ask the Minister when we are 
going to have the f i nalized versi ons of that local government l egislation? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister . 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I must apologize to the Member . I was under the 
i mpression that they had in fact been given to the committee . However, it is obvious that they 
have not, so I wi1 1 have to check back with the department . I suspect that they w i 1 1  be avail able 
within the next few days, b ut I guess I w i 1 1  have to take the question under not i ce and provi de an 
answer to the Member . 

MR. SPEAKER: The question is being taken as notice. Oral questions. That appears to conclude 
th i s  matter for today . 

Item 6, written questions. 

Item 7, returns to written questions. 

Item 8, replies to Openi ng Address. 

Item 9 ,  petitions. 

Item 10, reports of st anding and special committees. 

I tem 1 1 ,  tabl ing of documents. 

Item 12, notices of motion .  

Item 13, notices of motion for fi rst reading of bill s .  Item 14, motions . 

ITEM 14: MOTIONS 

Moti on 18-87(1 ) ,  Retention of Fl ow-Through Shares in the Income Tax Act .  Mr . Ballantyne . 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr . Speaker, I am not going to proceed w i th  that motion today and I w ill 
reintroduce the motion at an appropr•iate t i me .  Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister . The motion wi1 1  be dropped fran the order paper.  Motion 
19-87(1) ,  Egg Quota for the NWT. Mr. Gargan . 

MR. GARGAN: Mr . Speaker, I do not wish to proceed with this motion at this time, I would l i ke to 
stand it down . 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you .  
Development and Tourism. 

The motion is set down. 
Mr . Garg an . 

Mot ion 20-87(1), Removal of Mini ster of Economic 

Motion 20-87(1) :  Removal Of Minister Of Economi c Development •And Tourism 

MR. GARGAN : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

WHEREAS the Legislative Assembl y and Executive Council Act requires this Assembly to recommend 
to the Commissioner, Members for appointment to the Executive Council ;  

AND WHEREAS the  Hon. Tagak Curley was recommended for appointment to the Executive Council by  
th i s  Assembl y by Motion 4-84(1) ; 

AND WHEREAS the Legislative Assembly lacks confidence in the Hon . Tagak Curley to sit on the 
Executive Counc i l ;  
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NOW THEREFORE , I mov e, seconded by the honourable Member for Yell owknife Centre, that this 
Assembly recommend to the C ommissioner that the Hon. Tagak C ur ley be removed as a Member of 
the Executiv e Council of the Northwest Territories, forthwith. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your motion is in ord er. Proceed with your motion, Mr. Gargan. 

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Speaker, my motion is with regard to a note that was sent to me by Mr. Curl ey 
regard ing a budget item in his community of Rankin Inl et, to the amount of $100,000. However, 
before there was a v ote on the item, there was a note sent to me by Mr. Curley saying whether he 
shoul d support my constituency, if I d id not support his community. That was what the note said . 
And I felt v ery d isturbed by this particul ar note because, Mr. Speaker, at that time we were 
speaking to a motion and I felt threatened and I felt v ery intimid ated by a Member of the E xecutive 
Council sending me a note like that. I j ust about at that time had a change of heart and v oted in 
Mr. C url ey's fav our. Because what happened here is that the note was sent to me but it was sent to 
me threatening my constituency, not me as an indiv idual . 

The Member knows v ery wel l that this motion to thi s particular item was d efeated and that he d id 
get his wish because of the way that he hand led himsel f.  There was no need for any threats or 
intimid ation on his part. It is not only myself, but how effect iv e I am going to be as a Member of 
thi s Legisl ature toward my constituency, espec i all y if this par ticul ar Minister d oes not -- I d id 
not support his motion again. So does this note stil l apply?  I d o  not know. This is what I am 
questioning the Member , and I bel ieve that my confidence in him no l onger exists because of this 
p articular note. I d o  not know whether h e  is going to repr esent my constituency obj ectiv ely. 

We put these peop l e  in ther e to look at all the NWT, incl uding their own constituencies. But for 
myself, as an ordinary Member, the difficulty is t hat it is v ery hard for me to represent my 
constituency if threats l ike that are given by the Mi nisters. There has to be some type of fai r 
p lay. I hav e v ery much difficul ty now that this who1 e thing came to life, whether these types of 
intimidations wil l go on in this House and whether we, as consensus gov ernment, wil l be abl e to 
properly repr esent our own areas with obj ectivity. 

Now there was al so an apol ogy done by Mr. C urley. Howev er , this goes far beyond parliamentary 
proced ures wher e p ubl ic apologies are r equired . And I believ e that ther e was a d irect threat to my 
consti tuency by the Minister. There was ·no mistake made. This particular note was add ressed to me 
and was also signed by Mr. Curl ey. So  Mr. Curl ey knew d amn -- excuse my l anguage -- Mr. Speaker, 
the honourabl e Member knew the contents of the note that he sent to me. I d o  not know whether he 
knew what the results of the p articular motion were going to be, with regard to the $100,000 item. 
But I woul d think that the way he cond ucted himsel f, I was sure that perhaps maybe it could have 
p assed with no difficul ty and he d id not hav e to j eopardize himself by incriminating himself by 
writing a note l ike th at. But the Member d id ,  he was aware of the note that he wrote to me. This 
was no mistake mad e. 

So  Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask of the Members that if we are going to hav e consensus 
gov er nment, a d emocratic government, and we have some fair play on the p art of the Ministers toward 
us ord inary MLAs, then the honourabl e Member himsel f mad e a mistake by writing me a note of 
threat. Whether he has d one that to other Members or not, I cannot speak for those Members. But 
for me, as an ordinary Member, I feel v ery offend ed and I no l onger hav e confid ence in the 
p articular Minister. I would l ike the Members to support this p articul ar motion. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Gargan. Second er, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Comments O f  Seconder To Motion 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. rise to second the motion with some personal regret, 
because in a smal l consensus House where friendships are built across the floor, it is a v ery 
d ifficult thing to deal with a motion such as this. Far better , Mr. Speaker, if the Minister, when 
he r eal i z ed ,  as he obviously d id ,  that he had d one something v ery wrong, had offered his 
resignation as is customary i n  many Houses such as this, and then per haps left it to the 
magnanimity of the House to d ecide otherwise, if that was the House' s wil l. But the Minister d id 
not d o  that. Not hav ing done it, it is regrettable next that the h onourabl e Government Lead er d i d  
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not exercise hi s respons i b i li t y  and ask for t he res i gnat i o n  o f  the Mi ni ster. But that was not do ne 
e it her, Mr. Speaker, and so it has come to t hi s  pas s .  Because it has, I w i ll deal with i t  -­
al t hough wi t h  some per so nal regret -- as a Member I wi ll deal wi t h  i t  resolutely, wi t h  conv i cti o n  
and determi natio n, as I hope ot her  Members w ill. 

I h ave seconded t he mot i on because t he note t hat was sent from Mr. C urle y, a M i ni ster of t he 
gover nme nt , co ntains a t hreat; a threat that was des i gned to bi as the j udgment and sti fle the free 
speech o f  a Member o f  t hi s  House. It  is, to be s ure, o nly an i mp li e d  t hreat, I reco gni ze t hat . 
But gi ven the ci r cumst ances at the ti me ,  i t  i s  a very clearly i mplied t hreat. If I had rece ived  
s uch a note at s uch a moment , i t  wo uld have been very clear in  my  mi nd ,  Mr. Speaker, what t hat 
Member intended . 

I f  we have a Mi nister w ho says t hat i n  fact t hat is not really what he i ntended, that the note 
me ans somet hi ng e lse, t he n  I say t hat t hat in i t self is reason e no ugh to remove t h  at Member fran a 
Mi n ister's port fo l io .  Because if a Member cannot recognize a t hreat when he wri tes o ne, then we 
o ug ht to have gre at concern abo ut hi m hand ling gover nment bus i ness and hav ing to deal with a great 
many people, both from w i t hin t his Assembly and i n  the publi c at large. The threat i tself i s  v ery 
serio us because i t  i s  a t hreat to use depart mental, and t hat means public, power, to punish Mr. 
Gargan's const i tue nts  if Mr. Gar gan fai ls to speak or vote i n  the wa_y that Mr . Cur ley would l i ke 
hi m to. 

Suppo rt For Worthy Pro jects 

Mr. Speaker, all elected Members at t i mes promote proj ects t hat t hey believe to be wo rt hy. And i n  
spe aking to other Members looki ng for s uppo rt for what we beli eve are worthy projects ,  we are often  
remi nded by  ot her Members that t hey have worthy projects as well, t hat t hey wo uld li ke us to 
consider s upport i ng. 

Often we say, "Yes,  I will gi ve  it every ser i ous cons i deratio n. "  That does not mean you will 
necessar i ly go along w ith  it b ut you will ser i o usly cons i der i t ,  not i gnore it r i ght o ff t he bat. 
It i s  true that someti mes Members even go beyo nd t hat and regardless o f  merit, make a commitment 
indi v i dually to s upport some o t her p ro ject i n  ret urn for s upport for t he i r  own. 

But in Mr. C ur ley' s note, Mr. Speaker, t here is a cr i t i cal and very s i gni fi cant step beyo nd t he use 
of personal i nfluence . Here, we have a Mi ni ster, as I s ai d ,  t hreatening to use publi c  power as 
personal power i n  t he way of retrib ut ion and that, Mr. Speaker, i s  absolutely i ntolerable. It may 
be that t his sort o f  thing i s  do ne from t i me to t i me be hind t he scenes, that we do not know about. 
I f  so, it is wrong 1�henever it is done b ut it is clear, Mr. Speaker, t hat o nce it sees the li ght of  
d ay t hat i t  cannot be ignored, that i t  must be stopped immediately. That type of  th ing is an 
affront not j ust to Mr. Gargan, b ut to all of us , as Members of  t his House. 

We are sent here to exercise o ur best judgment and to speak o ur mi nds freely in t he best i nterests 
of al l of the people of the Northwest Ter r i tories .  Any attempt by anyone to thwart an MLA i n  hi s 
obl i gat i on  to d i s char ge t hat dut y must be regarded w i t h  t he most gr ievous concern. I f  I ,  for 
ex ample, were to disregard t hi s  i ncident and l et it pass wit hout comment o r  w i thout cens ur e ;  i f  I ,  
for ex ample, were to abstai n i n  t he vote t hat is upco ming, or even to vote against th i s  motion and 
to support t he Mi ni ster, I wo uld be sayi ng somet hi ng very clear , I t hi nk, to my co nst i tuents and to 
ot her people of  t he Nort hwest Territor i es,  Mr. Speaker. I wo uld be sayi ng t hat I tolerate attempt s  
to i ntimi date me, that others can threaten me wi t h  impuni t y, t hat I can b e  dissuaded b y  t hreats 
from do i ng w hat i t  i s  my d ut y  to do and t hen, Mr. Speaker, i f  t hat were t he case, those who elected 
me and other people of t he Nort hwest Ter r i tor ies ,  because we have an obli gat i o n  to them all, would 
have every reason to be alarme d at me be i ng a Member of t hi s  ho no urable House. 

Rest Of Execut i ve Counci l H ave No Respons i b i li t y  In The Matter 

In t hi s  matter, Mr. Speaker, I wi sh  to make it clear t hat I do not hold t he rest of t he Execut i ve 
Co uncil accountable fo r what has occurred. Mr. Curley obv i o us ly acted on hi s own ini t i at iv e  i n  
t hi s  matter. He did not cons ult ot her Members o f  t he Execut i ve Co uncil. He did not as k t heir 
adv i ce and t hey, t here fore, bear no respo ns i b ility  for what he has d o ne and t hey clearly have no 
obli gat ion to s upport him in t he name of  Execut ive  Co unci l soli dari t y. The o nly way, Mr. Speaker, 
t he y  can become party to i t  is to act on t heir own voli t i o n  and to volunt ari ly support hi m i n  what 
he has done and most speci fi call y, take on the b urden o f  t hat respo ns ib i li ty  by  vot i ng to s upport 
hi m w he n  t hi s  motion is voted upon. I hope for t he act i v e  support of Mi ni sters i n  t hi s  motion, b ut 
I would s ay, Mr. Speaker, t hat I could underst and abstent i o ns b y  t he Mi nisters i n  t hat i f  t he 
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mot ion  fa i l s ,  i t  may be very d i ff i cu l t  for M i n i sters to cont i nue wor k i ng w ith  Mr . Curl ey i f  they 
h ad voted agai n st h im .  But, whi l e  I c an underst and an abstent i on on the i r  part , i f  any M i n i ster 
should actual l y  vote aq ai nst the mot i o n ,  I must say at thi s moment ,  Mr . Speaker , that I wou l d  
regard t h at ,  personal l y ,  as them condon ing  s uch conduct and a ques t i on o f  confi dence i n  those 
M i n i sters wou l d  have to r i se in my m i nd . 

I n  mov i ng to take away the honour abl e Member ' s  m i n i ster i al ·appo i ntment ,  I agree that i t  i s  a pretty 
ser ious  matter . Yet it i s  a response, Mr. Speaker , to a v ery ser i ous v i ol at i on of pri v i l ege . Al l 
shoul d remember that i n  removing Mr . Curl ey ' s  m i n i ster i al appo i ntment it i s  not remov ing  somet h i ng 
that i nherentl y bel ongs to Mr. Curl ey, that i s  h i s  by r i ght and that the removal of which wou l d  i n  
some way d im i n i s h  h im  as a perso n .  Rather , Mr . Speaker, he,  for some years ,  has enj oyed a 
p r i v i l eged appo i ntment bestowed i n  trust on him by Members of t h i s  House. It is that and that 
al one, Mr . Speaker , that wou ld  be taken away i f  thi s mot i on passe s .  Even i f  i t  could  be sa id  i n  
some ways that t he M i n i ster has been a good M i n i ster, yet, Mr . Speaker , i t  i s  c l ear that no  one i s  
i nd i spensab l e  and that there are other competent Members i n  t h i s  House who cou l d  repl ace h im  and 
perhaps show the i r  mer i t  as a M i n i ster as wel l .  

Mechan i sm Ex i sts  I n  Party System 

I th ink  it i s  part icu l arl y important, Mr. Speaker, that Members of t h i s  House act courageously and 
forthr i ght ly  i n  the matter , because i n  a party system, Mr . Speaker , there i s  a mechan i sm that hel ps 
to persu ade M i n i sters that they must have a j ur i sd ict i on-wide concer n .  That i s  the i dea that a 
government i s  answerabl e col l ect ive ly  to the peopl e ,  to the who l e  j u r i sd i ct i o n ,  and i f  one M i n i ster 
does not have suff i c i ent sen s i t i v i ty or i ntel l i gence or sense to recogni ze that ,  then the 
Government Leader and other Mi n i sters wi l l  soon remind  him, Mr . Speaker. But here in th i s 
consensus House there i s  no such mechan i sm.  Each Member,  and the publ i c  as a whol e ,  must rel y on 
trust that Mi n i sters are object ive  and f a i r  to all  c i t i zens in the i r  hand l i ng of government 
bus i ness and publ i c  money. But i f  once, Mr . Speaker, that trust i s  cl earl y v i o l ated , then we can 
no l onger extend t h at trust in good fa i t h .  We would be na ive  in the extreme to do so .  

There are some thougn,  Mr . Speaker, who m ight say, "But Mr . Curl ey ha s  apol og i zed ,  i s  that not 
enough?"  The answer i s  c l earl y ,  " No ,  i t  i s  not enough . "  Even i n  the l aw, Mr . Speaker , an apol ogy 
for an offence i s  never enough and some th i ngs  are more important than the l aw,  namely, the conduct 
of those who make the l aw.  That is what we are tal k i ng about here. An apol ogy i s  not enough .  An 
apology i s  apprec i ated , it i s  not wi thout i t s  effect because i t  w i l l  i n  the future perhaps more 
read i l y  d i spose Members toward re-establ i sh i ng a rel at i onsh i p  of trust wi th the M i n i ster , but the  
apology i t sel f cannot, and  does not ,  restore the  trust that has  been  v i o l ated . If there were onl y 
an apol ogy and no other censure , the M i n i ster wou l d  st i l l  ho l d  that publ i c  power that he has 
threatened to use  in  retr i but ion  and he  would sti l l  have the opportun i ty to use i t .  Mr . Spe aker, 
if some want to get by with  j ust an apol ogy, I say very cl early,  today i s  not a day for 
sentimental ity.  Today i s  a d ay for r ight act i o n .  The apology, as I sa i d ,  the apology does not 
restore trust . That can be restored only by the evi dence of future act i on s .  Meanwhi l e ,  the t i me 
i s  now and the event i s  before u s ,  and I wou l d  say that al l Members ought to pl uck up the courage 
to do what must be done.  

Credi b i l ity Of Consensus House Is At Stake 

What real l y  i s  at stake i s  the cred i b i l i ty of a consensus House . Hypothet i c al l y, I have somet i me s  
sa i d  that I wonder -- because we meet in  cauc u s ,  2 4  Member s ,  and establ i sh honest fr i endsh i ps -- I 
wonder when the c h i ps are down, do we have what i s  necessary as Members to demand accountab i l i ty 
because i t  i s  hard to demand accountab i l i ty of  friend s .  What happens i n  th i s  House today, Mr . 
Speaker, wi l l  show whether our system c an demand accountab i l ity or not , or whether i t  i s  neces sary 
to move toward another system, toward party pol i t i c s .  To any Member who honestly be l i eves  what 
Mr . Curl ey d i d  was wrong an{l yet w i l l  not vote to remove h im ,  then we can say that that Member i s  
k i s s i ng accountab i l i ty goodbye i n  th i s system because M i n i sters wi l l  then have l earned that you can 
act as you wi l l  , so l ong as you apol og i ze if you get caught .  

I say, Mr . Speaker, l et  us send a message to  al l present and future M i n i sters i n  a consensus House 
that the man i pul ation  of publ i c  power or even the threat to man i pu l ate publ i c  power for per sonal 
advancement - - and there i s  not a h i nt of that in th i s c ase -- or for personal retr i but ion ,  wh ich  
is  the  centre of  th i s  c ase ,  s imply wi l l  not be tolerated . If the  mot i on fai l s  to pass,  Mr . 
Speaker, i t  i s  c l ear that some of us and our constituents are certa i nl y  v ul nerable to impetuous or 
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vindictive action. Nevertheless, it is worth the risk, Mr. Speaker. In this case, I a m  reminded, 
once ag a in  of the g reat wisdom that there is i n  old proverbs. There is one that says, " It is an  
ill wind that blows no g ood." So that even ,. Mr. Speaker, if this m otion should fail, with the 
recording of this vote, we as Members, will have a much clearer idea of the character of those whom 
we have named to the Executive C ouncil. And people across this territory will have a m uch clearer 
idea of the character of the people they have returned to this House this time. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. To the motion. Mr. Curley. 

Hon. Tagak Curley's Statement 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a short speech. I a m  not going 
to try and convince the motion. I would like to thank the people who have made the motion. They 
have stated what they understood, but I am going to st ate what I under st and as we 1 1  . We say at the 
House that we always ex chang e  memos back an d forth. Maybe at times, some of our Members are not 
exactly -- but they are -- but they are taking my memo out of context. In my ministry, I have 
n ever u sed my mini stry to use my power in the wrong way or to scare anyone. I am very sorry that 
my memo was taken out of context. I was trying to explain it further before. Whatever is 
happening in other communities, not especially in my constituency, but other constituencies as  
wel 1 ,  I always support them . They mig ht be  of different circumstances to  my  constituency. I was 
not trying to make any difference out of -- you are j udging me today and I will take whatever 
j udgment you take of me  today. 

I want Sam Gargan to know -- sometimes I am not -- I seem to be powerful. I am not powerful to 
anyone at all. I am very p roud of being a Member of the Legisla tive Assembly. If someone tel ls me 
that I am not telling the truth, it is not correct. I took Sam Gargan in confidence to send him a 
memo, if he had . . •  (Translation ends) 

. • .  short statement. I respect the integrity of this House. I respect the free speech of 
individuals. I respect the standards that this Assembly is founded up on for the people of the 
Northwest Territori es, to uphold the rights of the minority, individuals and all races within the 
Northwest Territories. I have defended them and I will continue to defend them .  

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate and I reg ret that my  note caused, in many respects, su ch an  
overblown impression of  what I meant. I t  was intended to  give the message that one p roject was no 
different from an y other proj ect wherever it was. That was what I was trying to portray. 
Obviously because of my lack of ability to make my point cl ear, it was misunderstood. It was not a 
threat. I do not believe in threats. I think threats are a sig n of weakness and it was n ever 
intended to be a threat. 

Mr. Speaker, it was wrong of me, and I indicated that last Friday, to have made my points known 
without being that clear. Mr. Speaker, it was wrong of m e  and I accept that as a human error, to 
make that impression. And, Mr. Speaker, I can g o  so far as  to say that it was morally wrong of me 
to have made that impression. But I stand before all the Members of the House -- my defence l awyer 
did not come here, Mr. Speaker, so I must defend my own actions. 

Mr. Speaker, in my last three years as a Minister, I have never used my in fluence to try and 
persuade my officials from disreg arding the criteria that are set upon man y  of the policies of my 
department. All the policies with respect to the items that are covered in the estimates are 
covered by policies and guidelines. -I am proud to say that . we have caug ht up with every sing le 
area of my p ortfolio prog rams and so on. They are now covered with pol icy guidelines. I am sure 
that the Members will understand as  we examin e the policies. But, Mr. Speaker, I a m  not here to 
defend the department, but myself. 

Mr. Speaker, in my remarks l ast Friday, I stated to the honourable Member m y  sincere apologies for 
the note which he thinks is threatening . I must again state it to all Members of the House, it was 
never in my mind -- entered in to me at that time, that i t  was g oing to be taken as a threat. I f  
that were the case, I would have a n  open heart; that would have told me  that it was wrong o f  m e  to 
g ive a threat. Obviously, Mr. Speaker, I cannot -- I will not expect anyone to understand the same 
feeling s that I have. 



( 

l 

- 923 -

I n  my notes , Mr. Speaker, I indicated in my statement of priv ilege, I am sensitiv e to the fact that 
Ministers must not abuse their responsibili ties . I uphold those principles, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, but again, I think it is unfortunate that we hav e turned to such distrus t ffil ongs t  
ourselv es. It is s omething that I regret and I will be standing by and be it a j udgment o f  t he 
House. I hav e communicated my feelings , not only to honourable Members , but to the Government 
Leader in that regard. So, Mr. Speaker, I would hope that Members will v ote according to their 
conscience. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr .  Curley . To the motion. Mr. Erkloo. 

Mr. Erkloo's C omments 

MR. ER KL00: ( Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am going to speak first of all, as an Inu k. 
In the beginning there were n o  Inuit people in the Legislativ e Assembly. There are fiv e Inuit in 
the Legislativ e Assembly now. Pers onally, it is an honour to be an Inuk and to be a Member of the 
Legis lativ e Ass embly. There is one Inuit Minister in the E xecutive Council. Two years ago, when 
Tagak Curl ey came ov er to Igloolik, I told ev erybody who he was, and I was v ery proud of him being 
an Inuk Member of the Execut ive Council. I s ti ll remember that. For that reas on I want to see 
still more I nuit present in the gov ernment. For people who cannot speak English v ery well, we can 
s peak to them in our own language. It is a l ot easier to hav e Ministers who can speak your own 
language and you can relate to in your own language. The reason I say this is becaus e of the fact 
that there are three different cultural backgrounds in this House. However, we are elected to the 
Legislativ e Ass embly to look after our constituency and to repres ent them at the Legis lativ e 
Ass embly. We have no other mandate aside from that. 

For people who are to be Ministers , we se  1 ected four from the Wes tern Arctic and four from the 
Eastern Arctic. So there are the two Members from Keewatin, and they are both Mi nisters ev en 
though there is not as much of a population in Keewatin as in Baffin and there is only one from 
Baffin. We sent those two becaus e  we trusted them to look after our repres entati on and ou r 
concerns. Howev er, as we s tarted to discuss the iss ue of the boundary, our real colours s tarted to 
s urface at that time. Alt hough the Minister we are talking about right now did not use s o  many 
words , he implies time and time again in private meetings and in the House that MLAs from Baf fin 
did not know what they ought to do. 

Now I would like to state my mandate as an MLA. I am going to quote what Tagak said in the morning 
of March 12, 1987. He s ai d  that he was s orry, he apologized to Sam Gargan and to the House for 
what he has done. He stated that he was " trying to let him know his v iewpoint as one MLA to 
another" . I be 1 i eve he stressed that th at was the reason he 1�rote that note. In my v iew, the 
apology was not in order simply because if you look at the note closely you will see as I saw it 
yes terday, " the department" will not s upport your constituency. In other words, what he was s aying 
is this : " I f  you are not going to support my community, then I will not support yours . "  To me 
that letter he wrote did not come as from one MLA to another but as from a Minis ter. I am s orry to 
s ay this but I cannot interpret that note any other way but as blackmail. It is too bad it had to 
come this far but I <lT1 goi ng to s upport the motion not s o  much because of that note. I ill1 going to 
s upport the motion mainly for two reas ons: I think it is about time we MLAs from Baffin stand up 
and let the message be known that we are not to be pushed around. Secondly, we as ordinary MLAs 
hav e to let the remaining Executiv e C ouncil know who put them there. l�e elected them to look after 
the whole of the NWT for us. If they are going to do things that we do not approve of, then we 
shoul d hav e something to s ay in it. I am going to s upport the motion for these reasons. Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Erkloo. To the motion, Mr. Paniloo. 

Mr. Paniloo's C omments 

MR. PANIL00: (Translati on) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Just a s hort comment regarding the motion. 
wil 1 be in s upport of the motion because  I want to look at the whole of the NWT as equal. The 
reason I want to s upport the motion is because we are going to be electing new Ass embly Members 
pretty soon and if Mr. Curley wants to get back into his portfolio, he cou ld always try again. I 
would like to tell the Ministers als o that the ordin ary Members are not people to play around 
..,,ith. 

That Minister is okay in my books and he helps the people of the NWT and his constituen ts. But I 
do not want to see any Ministers making mis takes of that kind, because if that happens I feel that 
there wil l be more mistakes committed. If my cons tituents understand, and if I v ote against it, my 
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people will probably not like me for helping out t he per son who made a mistake. I am proud o f  t he 
Minist er for having t he port folio o f  Economic Dev elopment and Tour ism and because t here has never 
been an Inuk in t hat po sition before. He has been worki ng to help us to understand a lit tle mor e 
and he has done a lot of  work for t he Dene and Inuit communit ies . But my o nly r eason is t hat t he 
Minist ers over o n  t he ot her s id e  will hav e to u nderstand and make it clear in t heir minds t hat if 
t h ey make a mist ake, t hey have to  pay t he consequences, and I will be in support o f  t he motion. 
Thank yo u, Mr . Speaker . 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr . Paniloo , to t he motion. Mr . T'Seleie. 

Mr. T'Seleie's Co mment s 

MR. T'SELEIE: Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker . Mr . Speaker , as an ordinar y Me mber , I cannot see my way 
around eit her abst aining or not vot ing in favour of  t he motion because it is not possible for me to 
condone what happened a few days ago , where a Member of  t his Assembly was t hreatened on the way 
t hat he t ho ught he wo uld co nduct himself in t he As sembly. I t hink t hat even if Mr. C ur ley was my 
best friend I would still s upport the  motion to hav e hi m removed u nder t he circumst ances . 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Hear , hear ! 

MR. T' SELEIE: Mr . Speaker, I d·o not t hink this matt er is a simple matt er t hat can just be dealt 
with t hrough an apology becaus e I t hink it has wide-r anging implications for a cons ensus t ype o f  
gover nment . I, myself, believ e in consens us gov er nment . I t hink t hat if t his motion is defeat ed 
it means t hat fut ure Minist er s  can support proj ect s based o n  t heir own likes or dislikes o f  o ne 
r egio n or another ,  and I would not like to see that. Mr . Speaker , one t hing t hat dist urbs me in 
t he last couple of  years is t he fact t hat many o f  my co nst it uents have co me to me and s aid t hat in 
order to get what you want from t his gover nment , you hav e to be on the Execut ive. I st ill do not 
believe t hat . I do not believe t h at we need to get on t he Executive to get what we want in o ur 
co nstituency. I t hink it is still possible to wor k  t hrough a consensus system. 

Mr .  Speaker, I t hink if t his motion is defeated, t hen we need to know what system we ar e working 
under. If we are working under a party-t ype system and we are not on t he right t eam, we need to 
know t hat in order to repr esent o ur co nstit uents .  At least I wo uld like to kno w  what t he rules 
ar e. If t he r ules are t hat I have to be friends with so mebody in order to represent my 
constit uent s t hen I would like to kno w t ho se r ules and if the motion is defeated I continue to 
pursue t ho se r ules, if t hey are t here. I wo uld like to  see t hem out lined to me to  know who I have 
to  be fr iends wit h and who I hav e to please, etc. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank yo u, Mr . T'Seleie. Mr . Arlooktoo.  

Mr.  Arlooktoo's Co mment s 

MR. ARL00KTO0: ( Tr anslation) Thank you ,  Mr . Speaker. I ar,1 happy to be able to st and up to talk 
abo ut t h e  motion but I will not be in support of t he motion. I want all t he Members to r ealize 
t hat , because we, t he Inuit people, wer e ass ur ed by the  people t hat we wanted repres entatio n fro m 
t he Inuit and we h av e  an Inuk who is a repres ent ative, Tagak Curley, who becan,e the  Minist er when 
we elect ed him. This has been a happy experience for me because he is a Minist er and he is an 
Inuk. He has been able to t alk to  us and an yo ne can t alk to him, as I t hink he underst ands all t he 
NWT r esident s' dialect s .  For t hat r easo n, I would like him to be a Minist er .  I would like to s ay 
t hat coming from t he Baffin Region, when my people apologize, t hen ot her people accept t he 
apologies and I know th at Mr . Curley apologized and I felt t hat he was doing what he felt was his 
right , to apologize to t hat person. I am happy to  say t h at we, t he ordinary MLAs , seem to have 
more str ength now, aft er he wrot e  t he note. It seems t hat we hav e mor e  str engt h now; alt hough it 
might mean someth ing else to some ot her Members,  I am j ust happy about it. I t hink t hat it made us 
r eal ize that the  Minist ers ,  some of t hem, might be like t hat too . It is going to  help the MLAs and 
I am happy t hat we are probably waking u p  now, if t here happens to be somet hing, a mistake, t hat is 
occurr ing. I will not be in support o f  t he motio n and I wou ld like all t he Members to know. 

Ev en if Tagak Curley is removed, we ar e going to get another Minister from t he East again. We 
should probably not be able to get o ne from t he East because o f  o ur lack o f  education, but we ar e 
going to  hav e to get o ne from t he East anyway. So , for t hese reaso ns, because he is able to speak 
his beliefs, I will not be in s upport o f  t he motion and I would like t he Members to kno w. The 
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peopl e that el ected me wou l d  probably tel l  me to s ay the exact words that I j ust said because when 
there i s  an apology made, an apology should be accepted , that is our way of 1 i fe .  So, for t hese 
reasons, I wou l d  l i ke the Members to know that I wi l l  not be in support of the moti o n .  Thank yo u .  

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Arl ooktoo . To the mot i o n .  Ms Cournoyea. 

Ms Cournoye a ' s Comments 

MS COURNOYEA: Thank you, Mr . Spe aker . I wi 1 1  not be support i ng the moti on . We have five  more 
months to go in the t erm of thi s Leg i s l at i ve Assembly. The budgets that are before us wi l l  be 
approved by us here and as Mr. Arl ooktoo s ay s ,  the Exec u t i v e  Member respon s i b l e  for d o i ng not a 
very good t h i ng to another Member has apo l og i zed . He has apol og i zed . I do not bel ieve that t hese 
1 ast few d ays have been very good days for h i m .  I do  not know whether there h a s  been any ev i d ence  
put forward that he  h a s  not h andl ed h i s  department in  the best way he  knew how. We may not agree 
w ith  h i m .  I may not agree w i t h  h im  in a l ot of ways he hand l es himse l f  and I suppose a l ot of 
peopl e do not agree in a l ot of ways how I h andle  mysel f .  However, we do not have a l ong term l eft 
and I suppose that thi s type of act i o n ,  Mr. Curley wi l l  face when he goes for re-el ect i o n ,  in h i s  
own cons t i t uency. 

In regard to the matter of the note, I have rece i v ed some very healthy notes myself in the past and 
I have sent some very heal thy notes as wel l .  I bel i eve that we are al l gui l ty o f  that .  But have 
we evi dence that the M i n i ster has not done h i s  job as a M in i ster or are we deal i ng j u st wi th the 
note? I do  not bel i eve the note shou l d  have been sent and I bel ieve that I wou l d  have been j us t  as 
upset , but I saw it  probably as a seasoned person from the Beaufort Sea who has been k i c ked around 
a l ot pol i t i c al l y .  I probably would have sent an equal l y  j ui cy o n e  back to Mr . Curl ey.  

I am sorry and feel bad l y  that Mr . Gargan felt  threatened by that not e ,  part i c u l arly,  because in  
al l my l i fe i n  pol i t i c s ,  pol i ti c s  have not been pretty. I t  h a s  not been the best voc a t i on i n  
1 i f e .  I d o  not know i f  anyone does everyt h i ng qu ite  wel l . In tak i ng the contents o f  that note 
that Mr. Gargan received,  the seconder of the mot i on g ave us a l ong sermon , and I found many 
threats in the sermon we received from the  seconder. 

( 
Al� HON. MEMBER :  Agreed . 

---Appl ause 

l 

MR. MacQUARR I E :  But I d on ' t  have publ i c  power . 

MS COURNOYEA: Yes , you d o ,  and you exerc i se it very wel l .  

MR . MacQUARR I E :  That ' s  a personal o p i n i o n .  

M S  COURNOYEA: So,  Mr . Speaker, I suppose i n  any vocation you take on i n  1 i fe ,  t h e  most d i ff i c u l t  
i s  when you represent people and you hold a pos i t i on that i s  very pri v i l eged a s  a n  Executive Member 
of th i s  government . But there i s  not ev idence,  other than the note that Mr . Cur l ey wi l l  not treat 
Mr . Garg an ' s  consti tuency wel l .  I wou l d  suggest t h at he probably wo u l d  treat it very wel l .  

Now as for how we represent our consti tuency and wh at we take to he art and what we do n ot ,  i n  not 
supporting t h i s  mot i o n ,  it i s  not that I agree that any Executive  Member shou l d  send these type s o f  
messages o r  assert a power or threat over anyone e 1 s e .  I am not supporting  that . But I ill1 

supporting t h i s  government. We have five more months to go and I do not bel i eve that t h i s  Member 
w i l l  mi suse h i s  pos i tion  i n  t h at f i ve months .  

M i n i s ter Has  Bu i l t  Up Budge-t Requi red To Run Department 

We have a l ot of work to do .  The Northwest Terri tor i es i s  in  ser ious economic d iffic u l t i es .  Mr . 
Curl ey has des i gned a budget and has  worked very hard to bu i l d  up the budget of the Department of 
Economic Deve 1 opment and Touri sm. There was not a heck of a 1 ot there when he got in and now I 
feel , al though I do not agree w ith  everyt h i ng that i s  i n  i t  and I wou l d  put pr i o r i t i e s  on cert a i n  
areas more t h an others, I d o  bel i eve that t h i s  M i n i ster has  conducted himse l f  i n  the best way h e  
knew how, t o  muster t h e  k i nd o f  dol l ars that are required to run that departmen t .  And it  h a s  a 
l ong way to go yet . 
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Mr.  Speaker, we were asked by thi s mot i on ,  and attached i s  a not e .  When I went to Inuv i k  th i s  
weekend, I went l oo k i n g  through some heal thy notes that I rec e i v ed over the past and I could have 
taken that to heart . But I want to see thi s present Exec u t i v e  conti nue to do the j ob unt i l  the end 
of i t s  term. I want to g i ve support to that .  

I do not know, when I held  the pos i t ion on the Executive whether I always d i d  everyt h i ng r i ght or I 
conducted mysel f always w i t h  prest i g e  uppermost and on a h igh  pl at form of duty and respect -- the 
way everyone wou l d  1 i ke to see me. I suppose I made my mi stake�.  I bel i eve t h i s  was a mi stake and 
I bel i eve the Member i s  b e i ng puni shed for i t  and he has not forgotten and he w i l l  not forget thi s 
reprimand he i s  rec e i v i ng today. However, I t h i n k  it h a s  gone far enough and I w i l l  not support 
the mot i o n .  Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

MR.  SPEAKER: Thank you ,  Ms Cournoyea. Mr . Appaqaq. 

M r .  Appaqaq ' s  Comment s  

MR.  APPAQAQ : ( Transl at i o n )  Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker . I wi l l  make my statement br ief .  Th i s  i s  a 
personal t h i n g .  I j u st wanted to l et you know. In 1979 I was el ected for the f i rst t i me and I was 
not even aware what economic devel opment was . I he ard over the rad i o  about economic devel opment, I 
heard the n ame over the rad i o  but I d i d  not know what they were d o i ng .  It took me a whi l e  to know 
what economic devel opment was,  because they were not j ust d o i ng an ord i n ary j ob ,  but they were 
doing  someth i ng about economic devel opment. After four year s ,  as I see i t , espec i al l y in the 
Baff i n  Reg i o n ,  there is a l ot of econom ic  devel opment g o i ng on at t h i s  time. There is a l ot of 
pr ivate bus i nesses b e i ng i mpl emented and they are fi n al l y start ing  to get response from the 
gov ernment . As  I heard before, they d i d  not get any response,  when they wrote to the prev i ous  
M i n i ster of Economic Devel opment and Touri sm. 

I was not even aware of how Econom i c  Devel opment cou l d  h e l p  the pri vate sector or t he peop l e .  
Th i s  i s  ed ucat i o n al for m e ,  the way they are trying to remove him from the Execut i v e  Counc i l . But 
I wi l l  not be i n  support. I would l i ke everyone to know, because there are only five months l eft 
to go for us to be in the Leg i s l ature and for the Ex ecut i v e  to be here.  We approved the budget for 
Econom i c  Deve lopment and Tour i sm ;  if we were to take him off t he Execu t i ve Counc i l , they wo uld  have 
to del ete th i s  budget al so,  bec ause there i s  qu ite  a l arg e anount of money for the who l e  NWT, and I 
do not t h i n k  t h i s  shoul d be j ust managed by h i s  col l eagues .  There are only f i v e  months l eft and 
t h i s  budget we approved i s  for the who l e  year. I know I heard that t h i s  is not g o i ng to be 
affect i ng the department , if he was taken off . Look i n g  at it from our point of v i ew , and our 
consti tuent s ,  when there are new Mi n i sters , i t  takes a l ong t i m e  for them to compl ete somet h i n g .  
When i t  i s  a new job  that they have to undertake, they are g o i n g  t o  have a l ot o f  o r i entat i on and 
they are g o i ng to be j ust run by their own employees and the empl oyees tel l them you are g o i ng to 
have to do thi s and that .  I am sorry that I w i l  1 not be abl e t o  support the mot i o n ,  because there 
are onl y a few months l eft for us . We are g o i ng to have to be aware of what we can do and I am 
very happy that we are abl e to represent our const i t uent s .  

I never had to apo l og i ze t o  anyone i n  the House mysel f ,  but when they s a i d  somet h i ng wrong wi t h i n  
thi s Leg i sl atur e ,  they apol og i ze t o  the other peopl e .  The M i n i ster of Econom i c  Devel opment 
apol ogi zed al so and when they do not want h im  as a M i n i ster i n  t h i s Leg i sl ature and when -- i f  they 
were to del ete him from the Exec u t i v e  Counc i l ,  I am go i ng to try and remove that apology he made 
al so .  It i s  going  to have to be that way. The way I understand i t ,  in our c u l t ure, an apol ogy i s  
somet h i ng t h at has to be accepted as an apol ogy and to mend old  wounds .  The apol ogy that has been 
made has to be accepted. For these reasons , even i f  I am not an MLA any more, I an go ing  to t h i nk 
that i f  they were g o i ng to remove him from the Executive  Counc i l ,  I wou l d  al so l i ke for you to 
remove the apol ogy al so .  I wi l l  not  be  able to support t h i s .  Thank you,  Mr . Speaker . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Appaqaq. Mr . Pud l u k .  

Mr . Pud l u k ' s  Comments 

MR. PUDLUK: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. Just a few c omment s ,  Mr. Speaker. I am w i l l i ng  to support 
t h i s  mot i on for one reaso n .  Th i s  apol ogy on March 12, 1987 , i s  good apo l og i z i n g ,  but it i s  i n  the 
wrong pl ace, Mr. Speaker. Because at that time,  we d i d  not know what he was tal k i ng about when he 
made a po i nt of pr i v i l eg e .  We d i d  not know there was a not e ,  it was not c i rcul ated to the 
Members . I wou l d  accept h i s  apo l ogy if he were apol og i zi n g  after Mr . Garg an ' s  statement. It i s  a 
good apo l ogy but i t  i s  i n  the wrong pl ace, the way I see i t .  
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(Translation) As elected Members, the publi c view the worK we are doing by our j urisdictions. 
Also, we are looked at b y  the whole NWT popul a tion. If this is going to occur with the future 
MLAs, there will always b e  things like this occurring, if we j ust leave it. We are going to have 
to look at the future, especially as elected MLAs. We are elected by a large number of people and 
we, ourselves, elect the Ministers. At that time when we were elected, it was really good 1�hen 
they were Ministers for two years, and we could change them i f  we wanted to after that time. We 
also have the privilege to remove someone if we have td . As I mentioned earl ier, if he had 
apologized right a fter Mr. Gargan's statement, it would have b een better. Thank you, that is all I 
have. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Pudluk. To the motion. Mr. Angottitauruq. 

Mr. Angottitauruq's C omments 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, I do not want to sit back and relax and ab stain 
from the motion. But before I make myself clear on wher e I stand to the motion, I would j ust like 
to say that the Minister in question, to me has a good har d working record. I b elieve he b rought 
economic development closer to the people of the North. He seems to understand both the Inui t 
needs and has good dealings with the souther n businesses. From there on, I will have to g o  on to 
the motion. 

I regret where I an going to stand on the motion. I a11 going to support the mot ion for one purpose 
only. As an individual MLA, I have not put my secret b allot votes to ever y one of the people that 
have been elected to the E xecutive. I, as  an individual MLA, if I make a r eport regardless of five 
months left, or even with the good work of the person, and accepting the apology, not remembering 
one rule of one place, and which I am talking about. is the Assembly. I b elieve that when you try 
to do something and some person disturbs  you, you want to carry on and do something to have your 
ways followed. I believe at this time with the note that was sent, even with the explanation said 
b y  the sender that it was not the intent of the note, the way it was understood. As Members, we 
have to be  very careful so that we really do not have to make an a pology afterward. E specially I 
guess with the Minister s . .  I know how frustrated they get. I know how many long hours they have 
and I know how many meetings they deal with and I know how they negotiate and I know how har d they 
work. I do not think that as Assembly Members, we would j ust accept each individual j ust by their 
apology an d hope that they not do it again. When something is done somewhere, someti mes it is very 
hard to get away from it. I have worked in a number of areas and I have had some experience in some 
similar ways. But I am not saying that anyone who does something should not ever be  forgiven. B ut 
I do not think the Assembly like this would keep on working when one of the Members has something 
in mind for the rest of the Assembly to carry on regardless of how many months it has left. I 
think the only way we could work b etter is to trust each other and I know how hard it is to trust 
each other. 

There are times, too, when I have b een given notes and even orally I have been shouted at as a 
Memb er .  It would have been a different story for me, as a Member, to shout and gi ve notes to the 
peopl e who have elected me. I am here, i f  I am talking about these thr eatening remarks that I have 
received, they were different from the ones from the people that were sitting here, that are 
sitting in this Assembly. But I think to send a message to another Memb er dur ing a deb ate is a 
serious offence. It sur e must b e. Regar dless of what the apology has said, and the person who 
apologized, regardless of the information of what it says, I am led to b elieve that I have to vote 
in favour of the motion in the hope that this House operates b etter before the nex t election or 
after the election. That is the way I believe it and I cannot further explain my belief as a 
Member. Thank you. 

- --Appl ause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Angottitaur uq. To the motion. Mr s. Lawrence. 

Mrs. Lawrence's C omments 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mahsi cho. (Tr anslation) I am not going to speak for too l ong but I would like to 
have some say on this motion. This Minister here - - we MLAs were the ones that put him i n  th?.t 
position, in the ministerial position. I had a lot of faith in him so this is why I had voted for 
him. The way my constituents have voted for me and they pl ace their trust in me, I had pl ac ed my 
trust in that Minister. Although he offered an apology here in the House, I feel he had done wr ong 
by  passing that note. ( Translation ends) 
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I f  thi s moti on should pass, I hope it will not set a p recedent for fut ure Ministers b ecause it j ust 
seems that we are going to be wasting a l ot of time tryin g to remove the Minister and not really 
doing the work that we ar e elected to do. We always seem to find fault, even sometimes without 
ev en tr ying. I find t hat some o eople are really good at d oing that and I do not have too much time 
to do that myself. There are a lot of good things that hav e to be done. As I mentioned, when I 
first elected the Mi nister among ourselv es, I was v er y  ex cited because t hat was my first time 
inv ol v ed and I elected them with r espect and confidence. I feel that the Minister learned his 
l esson and suffered the consequences of his action and probably this is a good lesson for the ot her 
Ministers and future Mini sters. Since we only hav e  a few months' left I feel that there are certain 
things that need continuity and for that r eason, Mr. Speaker , I have not told anyone this up unt il 
now, but I wi ll not b e  supp orting this motion. Thank you. 

MR. SPEA KER: Thank you , Mrs. Lawrence. To the motion. Mr. Sibb eston. 

H on. Nick Sibbeston' s Comments 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The first thing I wish to say i s  that the i ssue is 
that of an MLA undertaking a non-confidence v ote against a Mini st er arising out of an action in 
this Assembly some days ago. As such, as I stated earlier, I do see the matter as being one of a 
free v ote. I do not see the moti on as an attack on a Mini ster as a result of a gov ernment p ol icy 
and in tur n  I do not see the motion as an attack on the gov ernment whatsoev er. It is simply a 
motion t hat questions the conduct of a person who is occupying a Minister's position. 

Mr. Speaker, I had a chance to speak to both Mr. Gargan and Mr. Curley immediately after the 
inci dent and afterwards, as the ev ents unfolded to the giving of the noti ce of m otion and 
t hereafter r ight to today. It  is clear to me that in Mr. Gargan' s case he was truly offended and 
the not e did appear as a threat to hi m. 1 understand h is reaction and respect his decision to take 
the step s  t hat he has taken thus far. 

On Mr. Cu rley' s side of the issue, I am of the v iew that he did make a mistake in sending the note 
he did. The note was written in the heat of debate on Mr . Curley's department when a proj ect, a 
fish plant, was being challenged by some of the Memb ers. I hav e looked closely at the note, 
sideways, upside down, and ri ght side up and when all i s  consi dered, it can be interpreted as a 
threat. There are two significant poi nts made in the note: 1) p ossible support or non-support 
from the department in Mr. Gar gan's riding; and 2) linking th at with support for the private sector 
in what Mr. C urley says is his community. I do believe t hat the note can be interpreted as 
threatening by  someone who receiv es it. It essentially says, support a proj ect i n  my constituency 
or else my department may not support projects in your canst ituency. So, I have come to the 
conclusion that the note was in bad taste; it should not hav e  been sent and a mi stake was made by 
Mr. C ur ley. 

Howev er, I do note that Mr. Curley has apologized for h is mistake. He has w ritten a personal 
apology to Mr. Gargan. He has ap ologized publicly in th is Assembly and he has written to me as 
Government Leader apologi zing for any embarrassment or adverse reflection t hat his act may have on 
the gov ernment. He remains steadfast i n  saying that he did not intend the note to be a threat. 
Short of getting on his knees, Mr. C urley has done all he can to say that he is sorry. Mr. 
Speaker, I accept that Mr. Curley is truly sorry and that he should be forgiv en. 

P oint Has Been Made 

I feel that the action that Mr. Gargan has t aken, pub liciz ing the note, g1 v 1 ng the notice of motion 
of non-conf idence, pr oceeding with the motion to t his point, have all been sufficient to make his 
point. Mr. Gargan has made his point that Ministers are indeed accou ntable. Just as they ar e 
chosen by t he Memb ers to be on the Executiv e, so, too, they can be replaced if t hey misbehave. 

I do not agree with Mr. MacQuarrie when he says that to v ote against the motion is to t olerate such 
action or to v ote against the m otion is to become party to the misdeed. I do not agree. Thi s is a 
matter of individual j udgment. I have j udged the incident and I obviously have j udged it 
di fferently than Mr. MacQuarrie. I hav e considered the seriousness of the incident, and I 
recognize that for the most part i t  was an act i n  the heat of debate. It was an emotional act and 
it was clearly a mi stake. I am conscious, too, of a certain c111 ou nt of tension that has pervaded 
throughout this winter Assembly. I understand how such an incident could occur. S o  it was not a 
premedit ated act taken in sober, normal circumstances. 
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I believe i n  
al s o  can b e  
forgivable. 
consequences 

a way of life, Mr. Speaker, that recogn izes that people d o  make mis takes but that they 
forgiven and learn by their experi ences . I am not saying that all incid ents are 
There are many acts which I would not be prepar ed to for give and forget and for which 
must be s ever e. But this is not one of them. I have my high standards ,  too. 

Mr. Curley has been on the Executive for three years. Dur ing that time he has done a reasonably 
good j ob of his portfolio, Department of Economic Development and Tourism, and I have confid enc e  in 
him. He has not al ways had a full complement of s taff. At the moment he is with out a d eputy 
minister and is operating the best he can. I d o  believe Mr . Curley has the confidence of th e 
business community in the North. He was recently voted as the Man of the Year by the tourism 
ind ustry. Of course, our Expo pavilion was s uccess ful in part, d ue to Mr. Curley's efforts . 

Only A Few Months Until Election 

Members must remember , too, that we only have a few months , as other Members have said , until this 
Ass embly is finished. An election is only months away. To make a change now, I cons i d er, would be 
very d isruptive to the d epartment and to the gover nment as a whole. 

So, Mr. Speaker, in my own ind ivid ual case, MLA for Nahendeh, I am prepared to give Mr. Curley a 
second chance. This is not to s ay that I condone Mr. C urley' s action, but I recognize that he 
apologized and that is s ufficient for me. I know he has been under a certain a-n ount of d uress and 
s tress and s train in the last few d ays, resulting from this action. When all is consid ered , I d o  
consider that he has suffered enough and Mr. Gargan, in making the motion, has mad e  his po int. I 
think that is where the matter should lie. Mahsi. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minis ter. To the motion. Mr. Ballantyne. 

H on. Michael Ballantyne's C omments 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I, like all the Members, have thought quite 
d eeply over the last few d ays about how to deal with this motion and I think it has caused a lot of 
problems for all of us. It made all of us take a good look at ours elves . I k now I have been 
Minister for onl y 15 months and I remember when I was firs t sworn in, how proud I fel t that I had 
the confidence of this House and I thought how fortunate I was to have the opportunity to perhaps 
add s omethi ng to the NWT. I have tried to carry out my res pons ibilities in that light in the last 
14 months .  

I have found many d is tressing things about the d is cussions of the last few d ays . 
ways all of us Ministers are on trial here and felt that the Legislative Assembly 
trial. I d o  not know why, but I have this feel ing over the last four or five d ays -­
guilty; what if I make the wrong d ecision? I s aid , " Why should I be feeling guilty? 
d one to feel guilty? " It has been quite distres s ing to me. 

felt in many 
itself is on 
I am feeling 
What have I 

I know there have been convers ations that have taken pl ace among all of us over the las t few d ays 
and there have been very strong points put forward and there have been d ifferent interpretations of 
the note. Some people have taken very s trong opinions as to what the note meant to them and what 
was the symbolism of the note. In speaking from my own pers onal point of view, over the last four 
or five d ays, I have tend ed toward s upporting the motion. I think that there is no excuse for what 
Mr. Curl ey d id ,  whatsoever. I t  is wrong and the pub l ic should be aware that as MLAs we do  not 
s upport that s ort of action. I think it is very impor tant that we give that exampl e to people. 

L ife Of A Politician Has C hanged 

I think that in 1986-87 the life of a politician has changed dr amatically. I think the public 
perception of politicians is at an all- time low. As we read in the papers, Minister after Minister 
is falling into d is grace in s outhern Canad a, s ometimes for incidents that I might not feel to be 
i mportant but somebod y  els e d oes. Because of the sys tem that we have in s outhern Canad a, a premier 
or prime minister can make a s ubj ective value judgment, whether or not that premier or prime 
minister thi nks that the embarrass ment to hi s or her government warrants the d is missal of the 
minister. What I really want to emphasize is the value j ud gment. 

I d o  not think anybod y has a h andle on morality. Mr. MacQuarrie made s ome very s trong statements 
tod ay and I felt somewhat threatened by s ome of the things that Mr. MacQuarrie s aid . I think we 
all have to und erstand that the fundamental nature of cons ens us government is that the collective 
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group here put the Mi n i sters i n  and the col l ect ive  group wi l l  be mak ing  the d ec i s i on to take the 
M i n i sters out . Accord i ng to our r u l e s ,  wh ich  I t h i n k  need a very good hard l ook , it  wi l l  be 
tre ated j ust as an ord i n ary mot i o n .  And under the rul es  of th i s  House each Member has the r ight to 
vote for or ag a inst  or abst a i n .  So I reject Mr. MacQuarr i e ' s  argument that to abstain or to vote 
ag a i n st is somehow wrong , because it i s  not wrong . It  means that a Member h as a d i fferent o p i n i on 
than Mr. MacQuarr i e .  I ful l y  respect Mr . MacQuarr i e ' s r i ght t o  h i s  opin i on and I fu l l y  respect the 
other Member s '  r i ght to their op i n i o n ,  because I am sure al l of us l ook at t h i s  a l i ttl e 
d i fferent l y .  

At t h e  same t ime,  as a M i n i ster h a s  an obl i gation and a respon s i b i l ity to ens ure that h i s  o r  her 
act i ons are proper and are perce i v ed as be ing proper to the publ i c ,  I t h i nk th i s  Assembl y al so has 
a r i g h t ,  wh i ch i s  a l so a pr i v i l eg e ,  to remove a M i n i ster.  I t h i n k  that r i ght has to be used very , 
very carefu l l y .  Because of some of the comments that I heard earl i e r  concerning i t ,  i t  seems to me 
t h at we are embar k i ng on a step now, for the f i rst t i me ever , in our Leg i s l at i v e  Assembly,  without 
real l y  th i n k i ng about i t .  What does it mean? Is thi s r i ght of removal go ing to be a c apr i c i ous  
r i g ht? Because some M i n i ster at some time upsets a Member , the threat of removal w i l l  be there? 
Mr. MacQuarr i e  very el oquen t l y  tal ked about the tyranny of the m i no r i ty .  I t h i nk we al so sh ould  
t h i n k  about the tyranny of the major i ty, because I do  not t h i n k  it  w i l l  be  pos s i bl e  for a M i n i ster 
to funct ion  i f ,  at every turn of the road , there is a perce i v ed threat that, for whatever reaso n ,  
h e  may b e  thrown out of off i c e .  S o  I t h i n k  there h a s  t o  b e  a b al ance i n  th i s  d i scuss ion .  I t h i nk 
there has to be a l ot of thought . i n  the d i scus s i o n .  

Probl em W ith  The Process 

Al though I do  not ,  i n  any way, support Mr . Curl ey ' s  ac t i on s ,  I t h i nk there is a deeper , more 
profound , thought here t h at we , as an Assembly, are to be j udged here . The process , the tr i al ,  a s  
i t  were\ where al l of u s  s i t  a s  a j udge and j ury and execut i oner , where there ar� onl y two opt i ons  
- - h ang the person or l et h im go free - - I t h i n k  i s  wrong . I t h i n k  the fact that Mr.  Curl ey has 
onl y  one opport u n i ty to defend h i msel f ,  I t h i n k  that is wro ng,  where the accuser,  Mr . Gargan , has 
two opportun i t i e s .  I t h i nk that i n  the heat o f  the debate , those who are the best debaters c an w i n  
out ; that facts and reasons c an b e  l eft beh i nd .  So I have a major probl em w ith  the process.  

I think that we,  as  an Assemb l y, should  l ook at how we deal  w ith  votes of non-confidence. Perhaps 
we shou l d  l ook  at the pos s i b i l ity of a subcommi ttee of t h i s  part i c u l ar Hou se,  i f  there i s  a prob l em 
or a perceived prob l em ,  where a Member cou l d  make a mot i on and that goes fi rst of al l to the 
subcomm i ttee who w i l l  l i sten to i t  object i vely,  who w i l l l oo k  at options,  who can recommend to th i s  
House appropri ate pun i shmen t .  Here we have an e i t her/or s i tuat i o n .  I am tol d  by Members of thi s 
House that I have to s ay ,  " Y e s ,  get r id  of Mr. Curl ey" or " No ,  I su pport Mr.  Curl ey . "  I d i sagree 
with  both.  

I ,  as  one MLA,  c annot support the motion because I do  not agree with  the process . I think  the 
process has been i l l  thought out,  I think  that it  co u l d  v ery potent i al l y  l ead us i nto major 
d i ff i c u l t i es as a Leg i s l at ive  Assembl y in the futur e .  But I c annot vote ag ai nst the mot i on because 
I t h i nk what Mr. Curley d i d  is  wrong . There are those that say that by abstai n i n g ,  one i s  
absol v i ng onesel f of respons i b i l i t y .  To any of you who say that , I s ay you are wrong, because for 
me, t h i s  was the most d i ff i c u l t dec i s ion  I have made in the l ast n i ne years and the f i rst t i me I 
have ever ab stai ned from a mot i o n .  Because i n  good consc i ence,  I coul d ne ither support thi s mot i on 
nor c an I reject th i s  mot i o n .  I want to s ay that my abstent i on i s  a protest on two l evel s :  One ,  
i t  i s  my way o f  sayi ng t h at Mr . Curley made a m i st ake . I t h i nk Mr . Curl ey was wrong . But al so,  I 
am s ay i ng I t h i n k the process t h at we have to get r i d  of M i n i sters i s  al so wrong. It i s  open to 
abuse and i t  sho u l d  be 1 ooked at.  

I want to end by say i n g ,  as  al l of  us  l ook  at oursel v e s ,  t h at each of us i n  the future cou l d  be a 
M i n i ster and none of us i s  perfect. I l ook  around th i s  room and c an say we have al l made 
m i stakes .  When peopl e are mak i ng t h i s  dec i s i o n ,  I t h i nk everyone shoul d  t ake a good hard l ook at 
themselves and s ay t h at ,  under the s ame c i rcumstances or i f  they were i n  the s ame pos i t i on ,  they 
too might make a m i stake.  So , Mr . Speaker, to me th i s  i s  a strong statement, and for the f i rst 
ti me in  my po 1 i t  i c al 1 i f  e ,  I w i l  1 ab sta in .  Thank you . 

- - -Appl ause 

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Mr. M i n i ster. To t he mot ion .  Mr. McCal l um .  
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Mr. McCal lum' s Comments 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank yo u, Mr. Speak er. This issue that is b efore us in the motion, Mr. Speaker, I 
am sure it has, for a great number if not all MLAs, caused some concern as with me. Perhaps the 
moti on  d id arise because o f  the heat o f  discussio n on the Mi n i ster's budget and on d i scussio n on  
his respo nsib ilities and I could , o f  course, lay some clai m to hav ing preci pitated the whole 
d iscussio n. Nev ertheless, though I had been cri tical, not only o f  that Minister but o f  other 
Ministers, I wi l l  make my decision no t on  that basis but on the basis that I have to judge what has 
occurred . In discu ssion o f  the changes to the rules commi ttee, notwi thstand ing Mr. Ballantyn e's 
last remarks, I believe that when we were discussing this ki nd o f  issue, when it arose, I think by 
and large most Members agreed that a vote of  censu re or  no n-confidence was appro priate in reg ard to 
a single Minister in his particular discharge o f  responsib ili ties. I am o f  the opinio n that the 
motio n i s  appropriate. 

I was rather d i smayed to hear some Members say that the ratio nal e for voting one way o r  the other 
would b e  made on  the b asis o f  race -- where o ne came from. I do not want to d o  that and I want to 
make it perfectly cl ear that is no t i t. I do not b eliev e any MLA should be treated better than 
anybod y else. I think everybody should be treated equitab ly, b ut fairly. 

I thi nk that the Minister obv i o usly has many supporters b ecause of the perfo rman ce of  his 
responsibility in areas. Some, o f  course, hav e said that we sho uld not do anything b ecause o f  the 
v ery limited time left in the life o f  thi s Ho use. But I do not think it is a questio n of  time that 
is 1 eft remaining. I do not think it is an i ssue of one's race or where one comes from. I do no t 
b elieve it is how well the Minister has performed .  I beli eve  it is what has b een already said b y  
Mr. Sibb esto n, that it is a perceptio n o f  a judgment o n  an individ ual basis. I f  one feels 
threatened , if o ne feel s very disturb ed about i t, then obvio usl y o ne wil l be guid ed b y  that. I do 
not think it is wrong to say or  to suggest that if one i s  o n  the government sid e, one has greater 
responsibility; greater accountability in the perception or  the v iew o f  those who are no t on  the 
gov ernment's sid e; more infl uence, obv i o usl y, without the hub o f  al l the d ecisions that gov ernment 
makes; and that is what is o f  concern to Members who are no t on  the government si de. 

I wo uld have preferred that there was some other way to work out the d ilemma that ·i s here. I would 
hav e preferred person ally that the Minister had thought that he had done wrong, as he ind icated he 
d id ,  that he d id agree he mad e  a mistak e, whatever ad jective you want to put in fro nt of i t. If 
the Minister would hav e  tak en the actio n himsel f ,  it may no t hav e gotten down to this. But that is 
not forthcoming. As I had indicated to you ,  I b elieve the motion to be appropriate at this time. 
The Minister has ad mitted he has done wrong. The perceptio n i s  that in so doing, ad mi tting that 
and saying what he d id ,  in an instan ce where he will make deci sions one will feel threaten ed . We 
each will make a judgment on it. I d o  not expect that I am going to make a judgmen t that is going 
to be unani mous around the table o f  this House. But judge it, I shall, and I shall vote for the 
motion.  

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank yo u, Mr. McCal l um. To the motio n. Mr. Richard . 

Mr. Richard's Comments 

MR. RICHARD: Thank yo u, Mr. Speak er. Mr. Speaker, when we elect M embers o f  this Assembl y to serv e 
as Members o f  the Executive Co uncil of  the government, we are electing them to posi tions o f  
respo nsibility and we expect them, Mr. Speaker, we trust them, to carry o ut that responsib ility 
with fairness and objectiv ity and certai nly with integrity. We trust Mi n·i sters not to use their 
privileges as Mi n isters or  their powers as Ministers improperly or for an improper purpose. We do 
not allow Ministers to hold their power as Mini ster as a club over the head o f  MLAs or anyo ne el se, 
in order to gain something, ev en some worth-while, d esirable project fo r the Mini ster's co11111unity 
or consti tuency. In short, Mr. Speaker, what we d emand o f  o ur Ministers, Members of the Executi ve  
Co uncil, is a high stand ard o f  co nd uct. Mr. Speaker, it is  cl ear to me  that what Minister Curley 
d id was wrong and , to his credit, he has admitted that. He intimated to a Member of this Assembly 
that the d epartment wo uld not suppo rt projects in the Member' s constituency i f  that Member did no t 
support a pro ject in the Mini ster's con stituency. 
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Mr. Speaker, no matter how the rest of us may feel about that particular corrmunication, it is clear 
to me that the Member for Deh Cho felt that the Minister was using his position as a means of 
intimidating him as an MLA. I guess each of us can ask, was he in fact intimidating the Member for 
Deh Cho? Was he threatening him? That is for each of us to decide. I regret, Mr. Speaker, that I 
have concluded that he was. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, to suggest that a Minister must resign from the Executive Council for committing 
such a wrong is to impose a very high standard of conduct on a Minister on the Executive Council. 
But, Mr. Speaker, I believe that is what is required, a high standard of conduct. A Minister of 
the Crown, and we do not use the expression perhaps precisely like that in our jurisdiction, but a 
Minister of the Crown must be beyond reproach. Mr. Speaker, this motion calling for the removal of 
my friend from Aivilik, has caused me much concern and much anguish over the last few days. I know 
that that Minister regrets his action and has acknowledged that he was in error. I feel, however, 
Mr. Speaker, that if this Assembly does not support the motion which has now been introduced by the 
Member for Deh Cho, that we, as an Assembly, will in effect be condoning this conduct and we will, 
in effect, be lowering the high standard of conduct which we expect of Ministers. I do not believe 
that Members who support this motion are doing so with any sense of a holier-than-thou attitude, 
because we do and we must expect a certain level of conduct by our Ministers. We must be free to 
put our trust, our utmost trust, in those who are elected to the Executive Council to conduct 
themselves wit� full integrity. Thank you, sir. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Richard. To the motion. Mr. Mclaughlin. 

Hon. Bruce McLaughlin's Comments 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a long working relationship with Mr. 
Curley.' He has been a friend and a person to have a lot of arguments with on committees. We have 
argued at times where he has walked out of conrnittee meetings because of me and I have walked out 
of conmittee meetings because of him. I realize Mr. Curley has a fiery character and I have had 
lots of disagreements with him but I have found him personally to be a friend with me on the 
Executive Counci1. I will even say that I did not support Mr. Curley to be on the Executive 
Council in the first place. I will say that; I am not afraid to, but I have found that working 
with Mr. Curley has been an interesting experience in his dealings with Expo '86 and with all his 
other activities. He has been a hard-working Member. Some people maybe complain that he maybe 
marches to his own drummer at times, but that is what a lot of politicians do and that is why a lot 
of politicians are more effective and more important than other politicians. But the passing of 
that note and its exposure and the Member bringing it up and feeling threatened caused me a great 
deal of embarrassment at the time. I was pretty surprised that it happened and I am really 
concerned that almost all of the Members who are not on the Executive have spoken and they have 
spoken two to one in favour of the motion. I was originally going to vote against the mot ion 
because I felt that a resignation was not in order because he had made an apology that would have 
been accepted. But I see that such a vast majority -- two thirds -- of the non-Ministers do not 
condone what happened. They have a feel i ng th at this can not be condoned, that it has to set a 
precedent and I understand that. But because of my personal feelings for Mr. Curley I an going to 
abstain on this motion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. To the motion. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

Mr. Wah-Shee's Comments 

MR. WAH-SHEE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First of all, I think I should say that I think we are 
fortunate in the Northwest Territories that we do not have as many scandals as the federal 
government, as my good friend, Mr. Ball-antyne, has indicated. However, I feel that this issue here 
in comparison to some of the other scandals that took place in the federal government is not as 
serious. However, in the consensus government that we have, I guess the issue is a little closer to 
home because all 24 of us, whenever we debate party politics, I think the majority of the MLAs are 
fairly quick to say that we should continue with the consensus system because party politics is not 
the alternative. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I would suggest that this particular issue here is very important because it 
really addresses the whole system of consensus government that we have. Consensus government to 
me, as far as I interpret it as an ordinary MLA, is that all 24 of us elect the Executive Council 
and the Executive Council are accountable to the Legislative Assembly because we are the ones that 
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el ected them and they serve at our pl easure. The other t h i ng i s  t h at other Members have already 
i n d i c ated that the cond uct of M i n i sters -- there i s  a h igh  expectation of t he Mi n i st er s  of the 
Execut i v e  Counc i l  in compar i son to the ord i n ary MLAs , m a i n l y  because you ,  as Mi n i sters,  hol d an 
off i c e .  

I t h i nk thi s particul ar motion that we are addres s i ng i s  not M r .  Tagak Curl ey ' s  character or 
personal i ty ,  or how wel l he  tel l s  jokes in your Execut i v e  Counc i l  mee t i ng s  or how wel l he has 
conducted h i s  department . We do that through a matter of course when we go through the 
departmental budget process . I t h i nk as Members of th i s  Ho use ,  we make our own j�dgment i n  terms 
of how wel l  every Execut ive Member has performed over the past year. But I t h i nk wh at we are 
tal k i ng about here, the i ssue , i s  bas i c al l y  the m i n i ster i al powers and how one ut i l i zes  the 
i n f l uence that one has .  If you are a M i n i ster, you have a l ot of i nf l uence with in your department 
and if you do not, then I wou l d  assume that the bureaucrats are runn ing that d epartment i n stead of 
the M i n i ster.  However, I feel that I wo u l d  l i ke to bel i eve that it  i s  t he M in i sters who are 
runn i ng the departmen t s .  As for the v ar i ous  board s ,  they are accountab l e .  They are appo i nted by 
t he M i n i sters.  So, therefore, the i nf l uence and the conduct of t he Min i ster i s  very important . 
The accountab i l i ty i s  very important. 

I real i ze that the M i n i sters are not sa ints .  We al l know that . We saw that in the l ast three 
year s .  They are human. So, what d i sturbs me i s  that the accountab i l i ty sho u l d  not r e al l y  stop o r  
we shou l d  not say that accountab i l i ty o f  M i n i sters stops and we sho u l d  not remove h i m  or her 
because we have the l ast f i v e  months to go.  Accountab i l i ty ,  as far as I am concerned , i s  r i ght u p  
t o  your term. 

MR . MacQUARRI E :  Hear , hear! 

MR. WAH-SHE E :  Even i f  you have two more weeks to go and you have comm i tted somet h i ng that I feel 
i s  quest i on ab l e ,  then even if  you have two more weeks to go, I feel that t he Mi n i ster sho uld be 
removed . I do  not feel that the government i s  g o i ng to fal l apart . There are e i g ht of yo u  and 
obv i o usly you are al l q u i te c apabl e .  

The other point i s  that i t  shou l d  not real l y  matter where one comes from, whether one i s  a Dene ,  
Inuk o r  non-nat i v e .  The way I l oo k  at i t  r i g ht now, Mr . Speaker, i s  that we have si x non-nat i v es 
and it  so  happens we have two abor i g i n al peop l e .  One Dene and one Inuk.  But in deal i ng wi th the 
s i tuat i o n  and address i ng i t ,  that does not g i ve you any spec i al p r i v i l ege ,  j ust because you are an 
abor i g i nal  person.  Because in  consensus government, we are s u pposed to treat everybody equal l y  and 
the judgment we make is b ased on your conduct as M i n i sters.  

It does not m atter what happened 10 years ag o .  We are tal k i ng about 1 98 7 .  We are tal k i ng about 
today. We are tal k i ng about M i n i sters who are Min i sters r i ght now. I t h i nk that if we condone 
what has happened recently ,  then i t  d oes not real l y  say very much in regard to the future.  What 
k i nd of i n f l uence wou l d  ord i n ary MLAs have i n  terms of s u ppor t i ng vari ous projects in t he i r  
cons t i tuency or even h av i ng the r i g ht a s  o rd i n ary MLAs to speak the i r  own mi nds? What i f  we d i ffer 
with t he Execut i ve? Does that mean t h at we get repri manded for i t ?  I do not t h i nk so. I t h i nk 
that al l 24 of us are el ected , and we are equal . 

M i n i sters Have Respon s i b i l i ty For Al l Regi ons 

The other po i nt i s  that as M i n i sters you cannot say on one hand that you wi l l  speak as an ord i n ary 
MLA. What happened to your office i n  the meantime? Publ i c  perception and my perception i s  that 
you are a M i n i ster so l ong as you are there and you have to serve at our pl easur e .  I thi nk the 
probl em t h at I see r ight now i s  that it  seems to me that the whol e concept of consens us  government 
-- we are at the crossroad s .  I woul d  l i ke t o  t h i nk that al l M i n i sters are el ected t o  serve al l of 
u s  and they are M i n i sters for al l the d i fferent regions and i t  does not matter where you have been 
e l ected . 

AN HON . MEMBER :  He ar,  he ar!  

MR . WAH-SH EE : You are el ected by us , so you serve and you are a M i n i ster of Econom i c  Development, 
Mun i c i p al and Commun i ty Affairs ,  Educat i o n ,  for the whol e Northwest Terr itor i e s ,  up to that t i me 
when we d i v i de ,  i f  that i s  the case . 

---L aughter 
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But for the meantime you are a servant for al l the  resi d en t s  of the NWT. I t h i nk the good off ices  
t h at you h o l d  shoul d  be done  in  the  i nterests of  all  of  us  -- al l 5 1 , 000 of  us . It  sho uld  be c lear 
t h at we al 1 want to work together under a consensus government, because obv i ous l y ,  what i s  
consensus government? I t  means t h at we al l dec i de together what the best course of action i s .  But 
i n  the meantime,  there are eight of you on the Exec u t i v e  and we put our trust i n  you and we have 
hi �h expectat i o n s .  And rightly so. Not because you get al l k i nd s  of perks and so forth ,  but 
m a i n l y  because of the off i c e  that you hold and you have to use your good j udgment to make dec i s i on s  
for a l l  o f  u s .  

I t h i n k  t h i s  k i nd o f  act i on ,  where a M i n i ster uses h i s  office to i nf l uence whether a project goes 
or does not g o ,  under the c i rcumst ances,  is total l y  wrong , in my po int  of v iew .  It  sho u l d  have 
never occurred and I appreciate Mr. Curl ey has apol ogi zed for i t .  However, I feel that if  we j us t  
drop t h e  who l e  i ssue and s ay ,  "Wel l ,  he h a s  al ready apol ogi zed so w h y  don ' t  you j ust l et him run 
the department for the next f ive  months?"  The next t ime we b r i ng a motion of non-confidence, we 
have al ready set a precedent. You al ready 1 et Joe Bl ow �o 1 ast t ime;  why are you trying to remove 
h i m  t h i s  t i me around? Because we have � ready forg i ven h i m  l ast t i me .  

As far as I am concerned, I do not t h i nk when we t a l k  about accountab i l i ty, i t  i s  a very serious 
i ssue from my po int  of v i ew and I t h i nk that anybody who serves  as Mi n i ster should expect that they 
have to use t h e i r  good offices for the good of all of u s .  For t h at reason , Mr. Speaker, I wi l l  b e  
support ing  t he mot i o n .  

M R .  SPEAKER : Thank you ,  Mr . Wah-Shee . To the moti o n ,  Mr . Wray. 

Hon.  Gordon Wray ' s  Comments 

HON . GORDON WRAY: Thank you , Mr . Speaker . I would l i ke to have spoken in l ength. on th i s  one but I 
an very q u i c k l y  l os i ng my vo ice .  I w i l l  have to speed up.  I ,  l i ke others of my col l eagues , have 
been very d i stressed over the l ast three or four d ays in terms of com ing to a concl u s i o n  on what I 
shou l d  do .  I fi nd t h at wi t h i n  the l ast f i ve d ays I am requ i red to vote on two i s sues which are 
very d i stress i ng i ss ue s .  In that 1 ast vote that took pl ace i n  thi s House,  I abst a i ned , for reasons 
which  I g ave at t h at t i me. However, I have come to the con c l u s i on in t h i s  debate t hat I c annot 
ab stain  from vot i ng . I c annot condone in any way, sh ape or form what Mr .  Curley d i d .  It was 
wrong . We al l acknowl edge that and Mr. Curl ey acknowledges t h at .  It i s  not somet h i ng t h at you can 
do as a M i n i ster .  You just c annot use your off i c e  to i nt im idate peopl e .  Howev er , after s ay i ng 
that, I have to t h i n k  about it i n  the context and i n  the t i me and i n  the manner i n  which it took 
pl ace .  I t  was not a premed i t ated acti o n ,  t o  s i t  down and f i g ure out a way i n  wh ich  t o  i n t i m i d ate 
another i nd i v i d u al . It was somet h i ng that was done on the spur of the moment , i n  the heat of 
debate, wh i c h  we have al l done i n  t h i s  Ho use.  We have said  th i ng s  that we regretted , we hav e done 
t h i ng s  t h at we have regretted . 

I w i sh t h at I had kept some of the notes that I have had from Members of t h i s  House, none of them 
on the  Exec u t i v e .  The threats that we rec e i v e ,  the muttered threats i n  the back rooms - - unl ess we 
do a cert a i n  t h i ng ,  what wi l 1 happen to us.  But l uc k i l y ,  over the l ast three or four years I have 
devel oped a very th i c k  s k i n  because that i s  what po l i t ic s  i s  al l about . I am not so th in-sk inned 
to run when somebody does somet h i ng to me. My reaction i s  to f i g ht back -- j u st as I am d o i ng now , 
because the threat that Mr . MacQu arr i e  made earl i er on,  to me i s  far more reprehen s i b l e than the 
threat t h at Mr.  Curl ey ever made to Mr. Gargan . The fact t h at I,  as an MLA, c an not stand up and 
speak my consc i ence and somehow my performance as a M i n i ster i s  g o i ng to be impugned by my speak i ng 
my r i g ht as an MLA. I fi nd  that threat a l ot more repugnant and I an go ing  to do now what I wou l d  
d o  i f  I were Mr . Gargan and I am go i ng t o  vote ag ai nst the mot i on ,  s imply because of that,  because 
I wi l l  not knuc k l e  under to threat s .  When peopl e threaten me, I f i g ht back . 

MR. MacQUARR I E :  Po int  of pr i v i l ege . 

MR. SPEAKER :  P o i nt of pr i v i l ege,  Mr. MacQuarri e .  

P o i nt Of P r i v i l ege 

MR. MacQUARRIE :  That i s  the t h i rd Member who has impl i ed  t h at I used threats i n  my s peech ,  Mr . 
Speake r .  I wou l d  ask the  Members expl i c i t l y  to ei ther st ate what threat was made in my speech or 
to w ithdraw their  remar k s .  

M R .  SPEAKER: Mr. Wray. 
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HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I refer to th e comments that the Member made th at if 
s omeh ow Ministers v oted in favour of this, then we would be condoning the actions , then that would 
call into question in Mr. MacQuarrie' s mind his confidence in us as Ministers . That to me, is a 
threat. That to me is s aying that even though th e Government Leader has indicated that this is a 
free v ote and that we are all owed to speak as MLAs on this and not as Minis ters of th e Crown, that  
s omehow my  s peaking as an  MLA is going to affect h is j udgment on me as a Minister, which to me, is 
totally different from my role as an MLA in this Hous e. That to me is an  implied threat, which is 
what we are tal king about in this debate too, by the way -- an implied threat. 

MR. SPEAKER: Privilege, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: I h old no p ower over any Member and when I express to Members how my j udgment is 
formed on matters , I can hardl y be cal led responsible for making a threat. I tell them how I will 
think and why. I hold no p ower ov er any of them, s uch as a Minister, who holds departmental power 
and thr eatens to use it over others. 

Speaker's Ruling 

MR. SPEAKER: Th e problem is that in any Legislativ e Ass embly, every Member has a v ote that may be 
used at times in various ways. So I s uppose that your s upposition is not completely correct. You 
do, as an ordinary MLA, h av e  a power of v ote and today you are ex ercising it in j udgmen t of one of 
our Minis ters . So with regard to the statements , although you do not hold any direct power as a 
Minister, you still are not powerles s .  I d o  not wan t to get a cross argument going h ere. You hav e 
made your p oint. You are not a Minis ter, you are an ordinary MLA, you do not hold any p ower over 
the other people within the Ass embly, other than by your v ote. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will accept your ruling. I am  pl eased to see that my 
v iews and my s ingle v ote are regarded as a threat by s ome Members . 

MR. SPEAKER: I a m  pleased that you are pleased. 

---Laughter 

Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To conti nue on what  I was saying, I iJTI not going t o  
s upport the motion s imply because I think that what is a t  stake is a consensus form of gov ernmen t 
and what s ome Members of this House may n ot realize is that they are in the process right now of 
destroying cons ens us gov ernmen t. Because when you start to h old Minis ters to ransom over p erceiv ed 
threats over what I in my own mind have determined to be a minor issue, because of the way in wh ich 
it was done, then where does it stop? As a con sensus government, we operate a minority gov ernmen t 
on a 24 h our a day basis. We do not have the p ower of maj ority the way a p olitical party does . As 
s uch, we are v ery open to abuse by ordinary MLAs to try to get their own way simply by th reatening 
us that they are going to take us out of a j ob or v ote no confidence. That is not implied. That 
is done frequently. I do not want to accus e Members of being s elf-righteous , but nobody, and I 
repeat, nobody, in this House can hold their h ead up and s ay, " I  have nev er done it. " Al l of us as 
Ministers have been s ubjected to it at one point in time or another, and s ometimes it gets v ery 
frustrating. Sometimes you are trying to make decisions in the best interes ts of people and 
s ometimes you cannot reflect what a maj ority of MLAs want, but you are always threatened. 

V ote Of No Confidenc e Is Last Resort 

By taking this a step further, in this iss ue, what we hav e now done is open the door. Ev ery time 
MLAs feel that s omebody has- h urt them or s omebody has h urt their poor f eelings , they a re going to 
bring in a motion of no confidence. Or if we do not happen to agree with that indiv idual on what 
he wants , they are going to bring in a motion of no confidence. 

These th ings cannot be treated in a whimsical manner. A v ote of no confidence, Mr. Speaker, is the 
last resort. It is the last thing that you do after you have tried ev eryth ing else and ev ery oth er 
recou rs e  has failed. That to me is what a v ote of no confidence is. Because when you make l igh t 
of that system and you abuse that  priv ilege that  you are given as an ordinary MLA, then you are 
abus i ng the ins titution of government and you are abusing the trust that people have put in you. 
When I s at  in that back room and v oted for sev en other p eople, I did not sit in th ere as a 
Minister, I sat in there as an ordinary MLA. And I speak n ow as an ordinary MLA because if I can 
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be an MLA when I put peopl e i n ,  I sure as hel l can be an MLA when I take peop l e  out . So I do not 
want anybody sayi ng t h at ,  because we are M i n i sters, we have to do a certa i n  t h i ng or vote a certai n 
way. I was not a M i n i ster when I put them in and I am not g o i ng to be a M i n i ster when I t ake them 
out . 

I am go ing  to support Mr. Curl ey. I d i sregard the var i ou s  comments that I have heard around th i s 
room . "Wel l ,  he i s  from the Keewat i n  and there are two M i n i sters ther e . "  "Wel l ,  m aybe that i s  not 
fa i r ,  because we have more people  i n  another reg ion . "  "He i s  an I n u k ,  and we do not have too many 
Inuk  M i n i ster s . "  "He has done a good job . "  To me , that does not even come into i t .  We have been 
asked to s i t  in judgment on whether the wr i t i ng of a note sent to a Member was enough to t ake a 
man ' s  job away from h i m .  That i s  what we have been asked t o  j udge. Unfortunately there are too 
many people i n  th i s House who are taking too many other t h i ngs i nto con s ideration and we are not 
j udg i ng the M in i ster of Econom i c  Devel opment on  the s impl e act of wr i t i ng a note .  There are other 
th i ng s  be i ng brought i nto t h i s  debate that have not h i ng to do with the act i on that took pl ace . 
That i s  why I am going to vote ag ai nst i t .  

L i ke my col l eague ,  Mr . Bal l antyne, I object to t h i s  proces s .  I n  thi s process , you e ither w i n  or 
l ose .  There i s  no gray area. Wel l ,  unfortunately, I l i ve i n  a wor l d  that i s  not al l bl ack and 
wh i te .  I l i ve  in a wor l d  1�here peopl e make mi stakes and where compass i on i s  shown and where peop l e  
are al l owed a second chance.  Maybe that i s  bec ause where I was b rought u p  i n  Scotl and , l uc k i l y  we 
do not fol l ow Eng l i sh l aw,  and ·we have three v erd i cts .  I t  i s  c al l ed ,  gu i l ty, not  gu i l ty or not 
proven .  And " not proven" means that where there i s  enough doubt , you are not found gui l ty or not 
gui l ty and t h i ng s  st ay open for a whi l e  to j udge you and see if you do what you said you were go ing  
to do ,  or see if  you d i d  wh at you d i d .  Maybe that i s  what co lours my j udgment , but  I do not t h i nk 
that thi s i s  a ser i ou s  enough subject to hang a man and to take hi s c areer away from h im  and to 
bl acken h i s  pol i t i c al reputat ion .  That is  why I an vot i ng against t h i s  mot i o n .  Thank you,  Mr . 
Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Mi n i ster . To the mot i o n .  You made a po i nt rel at i v e  to not st i ck i ng 
str i c t l y  to the mot i on .  I admit that I have been very, very l en i ent but I wanted to b e  sure that 
everybody cou ld  say what they wi shed to s ay today. So I d i d  not restr ict  the m atter, because of 
the d i fferences i n  c u l t ure and so ,  on points that may seem i rrel evant to what the written words 
say; I have al l owed a very wide vari ance and everybody was treated the same. Nobody was den i ed 
the ir  r ight to speak and I hope you understand why I have al l owed as much l eeway today i n  thi s 
debate as I h ave done.  Mr . Patterso n .  

Hon . Den n i s  Patterson ' s  Comments 

HON.  DENN IS  PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . Mr . Speaker , th i s i s  a very d i ff i c u l t  matter for 
us al l .  I ,  too, regret that it -has come up i n  th i s  manner . It i s  d i ff i c ul t  for me personal l y  
because i t  involves a col l eague and a fr i end of seven years o r  mor e .  I would l ike t o  make it c l ear 
at the outset , that i n  d i scuss ing  th i s  very d i ff i c u l t  matter with my co l l eagues on the Execut i ve 
Counc i l  and the Government Leader , I had hoped that other al ternat ives  to th i s  mot i on cou l d  be 
expl ored w ith Members concerned about the M i n i ster ' s conduct . Unfortunate ly ,  a l ternat i ve 
approaches were not cons i dered poss i b l e .  I regret that.  Now we are in an extreme si tuat i on ,  whi c h  
I f i nd d i ff i c u l t  and somewhat embarrassing for u s  al l .  The M i n i ster o f  Just i c e  put i t  very wel l 
and I agree w ith  h im .  

Al though I am aware that not al l my  col l eagues o r. t he  Execut i v e  Counc i l  may v iew the matter i n  th i s 
way, I feel that th i s matter does refl ect on th i s  government . I personal l y  bel ieve that as an MLA, 
but al so as a M i n i ster of th i s  government, it i s  important that my act ions  in th i s matter should 
not appear to condone actions wh i ch had the appearance of threaten i ng a Member of this  Assemb l y .  
Espec i al l y i n  a consensus government , we must b e  fai r ·· and bal anced i n  d i sc harg i ng the 
respon s i b i l i t i es pl aced on  us and we must appear to be fa ir  and b al anced . 

Al though I have s a i d  I have grave reservations about the process we are apparently i rrevers i b l y  
embarked o n  today, I do not for a moment quest ion  any Member ' s  r i g ht to br i ng such a conf i dence 
mot ion before t h i s  Assembly,  with respect to any Member of the Execut i ve Counc i l  at any t ime .  
These k i nd s  of checks and bal ances , I bel i eve ,  are espec i a l l y  important i n  a consensus system. 
Those of us who are M in i sters should never forget that .  There are h igh st andards expected of u s ,  
even though we a l l  do ,  undoubted l y, fal l short at t i mes . Th i s  i s  a s  i t  shou ld  be .  I respect that 
r i g ht of ord i n ary Members and I personal ly ,  today, do not i n tend to i nterfere i n  any way with that 
r i ght . Even though we have a consensus system, M i n i sters are and should be accountab l e  to ord i n ary 
Members and, the publ i c  at a l l  t imes and although we do have a vote i n  the sel ection of Members of 
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the Executi ve Counci l, I have decided i t  i s  not appropri ate for me to  ex erci se that vote today . 
F ol lowi ng ex tensi ve consultations wi th a numb er of my con stit uents, to whom I am ulti mat ely 
accountab le, and after consider ab le agoniz i ng personal deli ber ati ons, and I hope my reason s have 
been made clear, I have deci ded I will abstai n on this motion .  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Mi ni ster. To the motion. Mr. Pedersen. 

Hon. Red Pedersen's Comments 

HON. RED PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, when I was elected to t his Assembly as an 
MLA that was probably, not probably, undoubtedl y, the proudest day of my life. I consider that i t  
i s  a great pr i vilege. I was also pleased when I had the confi dence of this H ouse and was placed on 
the Execut i ve C ounci l. But I want to emphasi z e  that to me, being on the Ex ecutive Counci l is qui te 
secondary and i t  i s  not of nearly the importance as bei ng an MLA, elected in your con stituency. 
There your own people have confi den ce i n  you; here, we are a much small er b ody. 

Mr. Speaker, thi s past weekend si nce Thur sday has b een a very difficult time for all of us. It i s  
not easy and i t  i s  not a pleasant decisi on that we are bei ng asked to make. Others have expressed 
regret that i t  could not have been solved in some other manner; I would li ke to echo that. I 
regret that very deeply. I agree complet ely with those who have said that the actions of Mr . 
Cur ley were not acceptabl e. I cannot condone i t. I do n ot t hi nk i t  i s  a proper thing for a 
Minister to do to an MLA or for t hat matter for an MLA to another MLA. I have r ead very carefully 
Mr . Cur ley's ap ology t o  the honourable Member for Deh Cho and, Mr. Speaker, I f i nd t he apology to  
be  si n cere and complete and I am quite wi lli ng, personally, to  accept t hat apology. As some other 
honourab le Members have stated, where I come from an ap ology is t aken at face value, provi ded t h at 
the apology i s  for an offence that has not occurred repeatedly, time and ti me again. I have kn own 
Mr. Cur ley for many, many years. He has always b een a person of great i ntegrity, a person who 
fought for what he b eli eves i n  and he has served hi s people and the NWT extremely well -- I am sure 
a lot better than i t  ever will be my pr i vi lege to do. 

I was di sturbed, as has .b een menti oned by others before me, by the comments made today by the 
seconder of the moti on t hat somehow I should not express an opin i on on the matter. I di sagree with 
such a suggestion and whereas I do not take i t  as a thr eat of anything t o  happen to me, I would 
li ke to say that i f  certai n Members of thi s House lose confi dence i n  me as a Mi ni ster by the way 
that I am goi ng t o  vote today, then I regret that very much b ut so be  i t .  I have always felt that 
i t  would be pr oper that we shoul d all be judged by the words we utter, by actions we take, by what 
we do and not necessar i ly on how we vote wi th our conscience i n  a parti cular mat ter. I do have my 
own consci ence and I i ntend to use t hat one. I do not i ntend to have anyone become my consci ence 
or allow anyone el se to become the consci ence of thi s House. We al 1 have it i ndi vi dually. I 
assure you I do not enjoy bei ng on a l osi ng side of a vote and i t  would appear today t hat I am 
goi ng to be  that way, b ut my consci ence di ctates to me that I cannot support the moti on. As I 
sai d, whereas I do not condone what happened and I do not agree with i t  and I t hi nk i t  was wr ong, I 
nevertheless do not thi nk i t  was of a sever i ty that should br i ng forwar d the ultimate penalty. I 
would have li ked to see somet hi ng i n  b etween but it i s  not avai lable t o  us, so, for the reasons I 
have stated, Mr . Speaker , I will not vote for the moti on, I wi ll not abstain, I wi ll vote agai nst 
the moti on. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Mi nister. To the moti on. Mr. Butters. 

H on. Torn Butters' C omments 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I welcome Mr. Sibbeston's mini steri al statement earli er today which 
p ut i n  cont ex t Mr. Gargan's moti on and this deb ate, focussi ng on the process by whi ch a consensus 
government throws up or thr-ows out Executi ve C ounci l Members. 

Regr ettably, it i s  a flawed pr ocess sub ject t o  human whi m and b i as, malice and mi sdirection. I 
noted thi s failing, thi s i rrational anomaly followin g the two year caucus review of E xecut ive 
Counci l Memb ers, which resul ted i n  the inexpli cable removal of t wo dedi cated and effective 
Ex ecut i ve Counci l Members. Thi s process must b e  anended to i ncorpor ate t he basi c democr ati c 
pr i nciple of natur al justice. 

Thi s moti on before us t oday suffers from t he same flaw. No question I have been req ui red to deci de 
i n  all my years i n  thi s House has gi ven me t he mental torment,  the quest ioni ng  of consci ence, that 
thi s question b efore us today has. I have, as I am sure have all my fellow ML As, put i n  a 
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weekend of agoniz i ng appraisal and reappraisal. I cannot, do not nor could I ever condone Mr. 
Cur ley's action of Wednesday last. His hastily scribbled note to Mr. Gargan was impr udent, 
overzealous, heedless, foolhardy, unforgivable. Unforgivable? And there's the rub , Mr. Speaker. 
Is it unforgi vable? In the eyes of the mover and the seconder, Mr. Curley's action would appear to 
b e  unforgi vable -- unforgi vable even i n  light of Mr. Curley's apology. An apology which stated, 
unequi vocally, "I regret my action. I t  was a mistake", said Mr. Curley. And later, and I quote 
him, " I  am sensit i ve to the fact Min isters must not ab use their r esponsibility and would like to 
make it clear that I had no intention of doi ng so. " He would like to make it clear that he had no 
intention of doing so. 

Now the n ub of t he question here is whether Members believe Mr . Curley' s  statement of apology and 
h i s  clar i fi ed i n tention. If you believe hi m, if you b elieve the statement he has made to you in 
t hi s  House, where a Member is constantly on hi s honour, in keep i ng wi th a parli amentary tradition 
from t ime i mmemor ial i s  ever required to speak the truth, t hen you must accept his apology as it 
was made to you. 

As I have imp li ed, i t  is r egrettable that apologi es such as Mr. Curley's have to be  made in thi s 
House. But we are human b eing s, under pressure. Sometimes we react irrationally; sometimes 
combatively, i n  debate and i n  heated exchanges. Just as such apologies have been requi r ed to b e  
made in the past, they will also be  requi red in this House in the future. 

The revelati on of Mr. Curley' s communicati on to Mr. Gargan, Wednesday, and its content, came as a 
severe shock to me. I was personally saddened and upset b ecause I felt, in some sense, culpable. 
The mover of the motion will rememb er that within minutes of the incident, I apologized to him for 
any di stress that caused the Member and communicated to him that I did not condone Mr . Curley's 
action, It was therefore, Mr. Speaker, with considerable di squiet that I read, i n  the light of 
Mr . Curley's earli er statement of apology, Mr. Gargan' s  remarks Thursday morning last, whi ch 
questioned Mr. Cur ley's honesty and stated, and I quote: " If the only way an MLA can get things 
accompli shed for hi s con stituen cy is thr ough enteri ng i nto secret deals with Mini sters, then I 
question the integrity of this govern ment and thi s Mini ster in p articular . "  

There Are N o  Secret Deals W i th Mini sters 

I have heard of no secret deals today and I have listened very carefully to all the r emarks of all 
the honour able Members. I wish to inform the honourable Member and all honourable Memb ers and the 
people of the North, that to my knowledge and in my experience, there are no secr et deals with 
Ministers. Thi s is a consensus government, Mr. Speaker; secret deals are an anathem a to consensus 
government. I have listened carefully to the mover of the moti on, the seconder and those who will 
b e  supporti ng the moti on, and as I said, I have heard of no secret deals. 

The seconder of the motion has made much of the fact, and I quote him, " . . .  if you want to establi sh 
a b usiness i n  the NWT, make sure you get to meet the Minister of Econ omic Development and Touri sm. " 
Thi s statement should be  a poi nt of pride i n  a small jur isdicti on such as the Northwest 
Terri tories; that if you wish to start a busi ness in the NWT, th at t he Minister of Economi c 
Development is accessible and available. That cannot be  said i n  every jur isdicti on in Canada. 
However, I do not believe that the Memb er was implying anyt hing beyond the ob vious interpretation. 
But Mr. Speaker , justice is the crux of t his debate. If you believe Mr. Curley, is "justice" his 
removal from office, in i gnomin y and humiliation? Is that justi ce, Mr. Sp eaker? Is j usti ce found 
i n  the forgetting of past accompli shments by  Mr . Curley on behalf of this Assembly and this 
govern ment? Is justice the refusal to admi t to the knowledge of Mr. Curley's mercuri al nature, his 
feistiness and int ensi ty i n  debate and see in their stead coer ci on, threats and blackmail? Is that 
justice? 

No, Mr. Speaker , that way 1 i es not justi ce. Justice 1 i es i n  the un obtai n ab le goal identifi ed b y  
you a few moments ago, wit h the prayer that you said t oday, and I quote i t  in p art, "We wil 1 work 
together, leaving behind every small and selfish moti ve and to care for this good land and to b uild 
a just -- to build a just -- and peaceful society. " 

Penalty Does Not Fit The Crime 

J ustice, Mr . Speaker , 1 ies in the fact that the puni shment should fit the crime. In this case the 
motion i s  not just. It demands a penalty that does not fit the cri me. I cannot condone or support 
a motion of censure that demands such a harsh penalty. There must b e  a level of censure compatible 
to the act , for j ustice to b e  done. And until that condition p revails, the precedent b eing set 
here today wi ll have ser ious i mplications for the government of the future. 
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J ustice 1 ies al so in gi vi ng ful l consideration to those things that Mr. Curley has done right, as 
well as in th ose things he has done wrong -- to those accomplishments t hat have brought p ositive 
recognition and compliments to this Assembly an d to the NWT. 

Possib ly at this moment a statement of Mr . Curley's achievements would be apropos here.  I think we 
remember that the tourism industr y of the NWT has named him the tourism Per son of the Year for 
1986. He was recognized as  b eing t he Min ister repon sible ' for the number one Canadia n  p avilion at 
Expo. Is that incompetence? " Up Here" magazine named him Northerner of the Year for 1987. Is 
that  i ncompetence? As co-chairman of the NWT Business Council, his initiatives have developed  
sub stantial support from the private sector of the NWT. He has chaired the NWT action force on 
Arctic initiatives and h as  had considerable success in encouragin g Gulf Canada to remain in the 
Beaufort Sea. He has  directed the difficult and prolonged negotiation s between the federal 
gover nment and the GNWT t o  p ut in place a new economic developmen t agreement. He has successfully 
carried out, at the Legisl ative Assembly direction, the convening of regional economic development 
conferences across the Territories. An d that list, sir , is incomp lete. 

Next Few Months Critical And Crucial 

There is one other important question that Members must weigh . Mr. Curley has served as Min ister 
for Economic Development and Tourism for some three years, plus. This year we , as  a terr itor y, are 
embarked on the most difficult year  for our economy that we have endured in the last 20 years. I 
ask Members to consider whether this motion be supported and Mr. Curley removed from this 
portfolio; what consequen ces could happen for our economy i n  the coming year? The next two or 
three months could be critical and crucial f or the NWT. EDA negotia tions have to be con cluded for 
renewal of the agreemen t next month. Special ARDA a greement, of particular and specific in terest 
to the native bu siness interests of the Terr itor ies; must be renegotiated. The initiative to make 
the n ational native economic development program, NEDP, more accountable for native econ omic 
development in the NWT must be achieved, with as a mi�or beginning, the establishment of a region al 
office in Yellowknife. 

There is much to do; many unfinished programs and initiatives. The accomplishment is to be 
measured in days, not months. It is fi tting that this decision is in our hands, in the h ands of 
Member s  of the Legislative Assembly, since it is the Legislative Assembly who elevated Mr . Curley 
to his p osition of trust and responsibility. Our decision should be b ased on our per sonal 
knowledge of Mr . Curley, of our selves and of the people we represent. May we make our decision 
with j ustice, objectivity and understanding. I thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Butters. To the motion. Accor ding to my list, that concludes 
everyone. Did I miss anybody? Mr. Gargan, you will close the debate. 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. During the debate for this particular motion, there was a lot 
of mention b y  the Executive Council that the Members should be speak i n g  a s  ordinary MLAs to this 
parti cular motion. I would like to agree with the Executive Council on that. I al so would like to 
say that I do accept Mr. Curley's apology as an ordinary MLA. However , as an Executive Council 
Member, I can not condone the type of action that he has bestowed upon me as an ordin ary MLA. 

Existing Mechanisms To J udge Conduct 

We do have two precautionar y measures that we use when we select Members to the Executive Council 
and that is after two years we review and see which Minister s go b ack and which Minister s do not go 
back in. This was  b a sed on an agreemen t with all the ordinary Member s her e. Also, after the two 
years, then, of  course, we do n ot have any other mechan ism in place to judge the conduct of a 
Minister and the only way that we probably perhaps might be  able to judge a Minister -- there is 
not an y except this type of a format. 

I also understand that there might be some serious implications to t his gover nment, as Mr. Butters 
has put it. Of cour se there would. I have put my own political career on the li ne here, Mr. 
Speaker, with regard to this par ticular motion, primarily because if this motion passes, exactly 
how much support am I going to get from the Executive Council for my own area? That is in j eopardy 
too. So, I have not by no means, you know -- like done this in good conscience of k nowing that I 
am  putting my p olitical career in j eopardy here, too, because if no other Member would be able to 
do it, then who is going to do it? We could set a precedent b ased on good arguments that the 
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M i n i ster shoul d st ay i n .  I ,  mysel f ,  have fel t that I was offended and I d o  not know how effectiv e  
I w i l l  be from now for the next f i ve ,  s i x  months as a Member toward my const i t uency. The most 
cruci al t ime in my pol i t i c al career i s  at stake here ,  too , but I wi l l  put that on the l i ne ,  for 
what , Mr. Speaker? Wel l ,  there i s  only one t h i ng I cou ld  say and that i s  for democracy, because i f  
we do not have any democracy then , what i s  thi s Assembly? I n  c l o s i ng the debate on th i s  important 
i s sue, Mr . Speaker, I feel that al l Members who support the democratic  form of government in the 
Northwest Terr i tor ies  sho u l d  support th i s mot i o n .  

The quest i o n  before Members i s  a quest ion  of conf i dence i n  t h i s  Assembly i n  Mr . Curl ey ' s  ab i l ity t o  
be a M i n i ster o f  o u r  government . The i ntegrity o f  t h e  1-1ho l e  Assembly, I feel , i s  at stake w i t h  
t h i s  quest ion  and Members shoul d vote i n  favour o f  th i s  mot ion  s o  that the peop l e  of the Northwest 
Terr i to r i e s  can have confi dence i n  our system of government and send a c l e ar message to the peop le  
of  the Northwest Ter r i tor ies  that thi s Assembl y i s  accountab le  for i t s  acti o n .  The peopl e have to  
have conf idence that t h i s  Assemb l y  i s  the master of i ts own house . M r .  Speaker, the  quest ion of 
confidence i n  a M i n i ster or i n  the who l e  Execut i ve  Counc i l  i s  fundamental to the democ r at i c  
system. I am sure Members have thought hard about the mot i on and w i l l  vote i n  good faith and 
consci ence on the matter and I urge al l Members to support th i s mot i o n .  Mr . Speaker , I al so wou l d  
l i ke to  s ay  that whatever the outcome of th i s  cruc i al i s sue at h and , I wou l d  hope that there w i l l 
be some work i ng rel at i onsh i p  between the Execut i v e ,  the honourab l e  Member and the Members that d i d  
vote for or aga i nst th i s  mot i on .  Mr. Speaker, I wou l d  ask for a recorded vote.  Thank you . 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr . C l erk , a recorded vote has been requested . A l l  those i n  favour of t he mot ion ,  
pl ease stand . 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE ( Mr .  Ham i l ton ) :  Mr . Erk l oo ,  Mr . Pud l u k ,  Mr . Pan i l oo ,  Mr . Gargan , Mr . T ' Sel e i e ,  
M r .  Wah-Shee , M r .  McCal l um, M r .  MacQuarr ie ,  Mr . Ri chard, Mr . Angott i t auruq .  

MR .  SPEAKER :  Al l those aga i n st ,  p lease stand . 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE ( Mr .  Hami l ton ) :  Mr . Arlooktoo, Mrs . Lawrence, Mr . Wray, Mr . Curl ey, Mr . 
S i bbeston ,  Mr . Butters,  Mr . Pedersen , Ms Cournoyea. 

MR . SPEAKER : Al l those abstai n i ng ,  pl ease stand . 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr .  Ham i l ton ) :  Mr . Bal l antyne, Mr . Patterson,  Mr . McLaughl i n .  

Mot i on 20-87 ( 1 ) ,  Carr i ed 

MR. SPEAKER: The vote as recorded are 10 "yes " ,  e ight " no " ,  w ith  three abstent i o n s .  The mot i on 
has been c arr i ed .  

---Carr i ed 

We wi l l  recogn i ze the c l oc k ;  i t  i s  four o ' c l oc k .  We w i l l  recess for 15  m i nutes for coffee . 

---SHORT RECESS 

Are there any further mot i ons for today? Item 1 5 ,  f i rst read i ng of b i l l s .  B i l l 9-87 ( 1 ) .  Mr . 
Butters .  

I TEM 1 5 :  F IRST READING OF B ILLS 

F i rst Read i ng Of B i l l  9-87 ( 1 ) :  F i nanc i al Admi n i strat i on Act 

HON.  TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I move, seconded by the honourab l e  Member for P ine  P o i n t ,  that B i l l  
9-87 ( 1 ) ,  An Act Respect i n g  the F i n anc i al Admi n i strat i on of the Government of the Northwest 
Terr itories and Publ i c  Agenc i es ,  be read for the f i rst time. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Mi n i ster . 
9-87 ( 1 ) .  Are you ready for the questi on? 
carr i ed . 

---Carr i ed 

I have a mot ion.  on the fl oor for f i rst read i ng of B i l l  
Al l those i n  favour? Opposed , i f  any? The mot i on i s  
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B i l l 9-87 ( 1 )  has had fi rst read i ng .  
1987-88. 

B i l l  31-87 ( 1 ) ,  Suppl ementary Approp r i at ion  Act ,  No . 1 ,  

MR.  R I CHARD: Po i nt o f  order, Mr. Speaker . 

MR. S PEAKER :  Po int o f  order, Mr . R i chard .  

M R .  R I CHAR D :  Mr. Speaker, I have no B i l l 31-87 ( 1 )  i n  my boo k .  

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butter s ,  t h i s  wo uld  be the f i nal d ay that Bi l l  31-87 ( 1 )  wou l d  stay o n  the o rder 
paper w ithout b e i ng brought b ac k .  Are you ready to proceed w ith  it now? Do you have cop i e s  of i t ?  

H O N .  TOM BUTTERS: No , Mr . Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER : B i l l  3 1 -87 ( 1 )  then wi l l  be dropped from the order paper . Are there any other f i rst 
read i ngs o f  b i l l s ?  Item 1 6 ,  second read i ng of b i l l s .  B i l l  26-87 ( 1 ) ,  Suppl ementary Appropr i at i on 
Act ,  No. 1 ,  1987-88. Mr . Butters . 

ITEM 1 6 :  SECOND READING O F  B I L L S  

HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I move seconded by the honourab l e  Member for Yel l owk n i fe North that 
B i l l  25-87 ( 1 ) ,  An Act Respecting  Supplementary Appropr i a t i ons  for t h e  Government of the Northwest 
Terr i tories  for the F i sc al Year End i ng the 31st Day of Marc h ,  1987,  be read for the second t i m e .  
The purpose of thi s b i l l ,  Mr . Speaker , i s  t o  make s uppl ementary appropr i at i ons and t o  reduce 
cert a i n  prev i ous  approp r i at i o n s  for the Government of the Northwest Ter r i tor ies  for the f i sc al year 
end i ng the 31st d ay of March , 1987.  

MR. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr.  M i n i ster, I t h i nk you are read i n g  from the wrong b i l l  pos s ibl y. Th i s  
i s  Bi l l  26-87 ( 1 ) . Shal l we try i t  ag a i n ?  Second read i ng of b i l l s .  B i l l  26-87 ( 1 ) ,  Suppl ement ary 
Appropr i a t i on Act, N o .  l ,  1987-88. I understand that the government does not wi sh to proc eed w ith  
the  second read i ng at the  present t ime.  B i l l  8-87 ( 1 ) ,  El ecti ons Act .  Mr.  Butters . 

Second Read i ng Of B i l l  8-87 ( 1 ) : E l ections  Act 

HON.  TOM BUTTERS :  Mr.  Speaker , I move, seconded by the honourab l e  Member for P i ne Po i nt ,  that B i l l  
8-87 ( 1 ) ,  An Act to Amend the El ect i ons Act ,  be read for the second time.  The purpose of thi s b i l l ,  
Mr.  Speaker , i s  to anend the El ect ions  Act to deem the chief  el ectoral off i c er for Canad a as c h i ef 
el ectoral off i c er for t h e  Northwest Terr i tories where an agreement i n  respect of the conduct of 
e l ect ions  ex i st s ;  to correct tec h n i c al error s ;  and to cl ar i fy a consequen t i al anendment to th e 
I ncome Tax Act to state that the payment of a contr i bu t i on to a c and i d ate may be made d ur i ng the  
c ampaign per iod  or,  where the  c and i d ate has  a c ampaign  def i c i t ,  w i t h i n  60  days of the  camp a i g n  
per i od as stated i n  t h e  E l ec t i ons Act . 

MR. SPEAKER: To the pr inc i pl e  of the b i l l .  Quest i on be i ng c al l ed .  Al l those i n  favour? Opposed , 
i f  any? The mot i o n  i s  c arr i ed .  

- --Carr i ed 

B i l l  8-87 ( 1 )  has had second read i n g .  Second read i ng of B i l l  30-87 ( 1 ) ,  P l eb i s c i t e  Act .  Mr . 
S i bbesto n .  

Second Read i ng O f  B i l l  30-87 ( 1 ) :  P l eb i sc i te Act 

HON.  N ICK S I BBESTON: Mr . .Speaker, I mov e ,  seconded by the honour abl e  Member for Inuv i k ,  that B i l l 
30-87 ( 1 ) ,  An Act to Amend the P l e b i s c i t e  Act ,  be read for the second t i m e .  The purpose of th i s  
b i l l  i s  to amend the Pl eb isc ite  Act to al low  the rul e s  respec t i ng e l ecti ons i n  t he El ecti ons Act , 
1978 to app l y ,  notwi thst an d i ng i t s  repeal by the El ect i ons Act ;  to set out the quest i o n  to be asked 
on a proposed bound ary for d i v i s i on of t he Northwest Terr i to r i e s ;  to reduce the per i od of t i me , i n  
advance of the d ay a pl eb i sc i te i s  hel d that retur n i ng officers must b e  appo i n ted , from 60 days to 
49 days ; and to make a consequen t i al change to Sched u l e  B .  

M R .  SPEAKER: To the pr i nc i p l e .  Quest i on bei ng c al l ed .  Al l those i n  favour? Opposed, i f  any? 
B i l l  30-87 ( 1 ) ,  P l eb i s c i te Act, has had second read i ng . 

---Carr i ed 
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I tem 1 7 ,  cons i derat i on i n  comm i ttee of the who l e  of b i l l s  and other matters .  B i l l  1 -87 ( 1 ) ,  
Appropr i at ion  Act , 1987-88; Bi l l  7-87 ( 1 ) ,  Educ at i on Act ; B i l l  6-87 ( 1 ) ,  Cr imi n al Injuries 
Compensat ion  Act ;  B i l l  2-87 ( 1 ) , Ad v i sory Counc i l  on the Status of Women Act;  B i l l  17-87 ( 1 ) ,  
Mechan i c s ' L i en Act ; B i l l  14-87 ( 1 ) ,  Loan Author i zat ion  Act ,  1987-88; B i l l  25-87 ( 1 ) ,  Suppl ementary 
Appropr i at i on Act ,  N o .  4 ,  1986-87 ; B i l l  29-87 ( 1 ) ,  Wri te-off of Assets and Debts Act ,  1986-87; B i l l 
24-87 ( 1 ) , Student F i nanc i al Assi stance Act . Mr . Cl erk,  wi l l  you see that Bi l l  8-87 ( 1 )  and B i l l 
30-87 ( 1 )  are added to the order p aper for tomorrow? We wi 1 1  go i nto commi ttee of the who l e  w i t h  
M r .  Wah-Shee i n  the chai r .  

I TEM 17 : CON S I DERATION I N  COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF B I LLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSI DER B I L L  1-87 ( 1 ) ,  APPROPRIATION ACT, 1987-88 

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  The commi ttee wi l l  come to order . Mr . Butters .  

HON. TD"1 BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I bel i eve there are two departments that have had. i ntroductory 
remarks made, Educat i o n  and the Hou s i ng Corporat i o n .  The Hous i ng Corporat i on was l ast and I wonder 
if we m i g ht proceed w ith that i tem at the present t ime , s i r .  

Northwest Terr i tor i es Hous i ng Corporat ion  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : The Hou s i ng Corporat ion . I bel i eve the  M i n i ster has a lready made h i s  
open i ng remark s .  Mr . Mi n i ster, do you wi sh to i n v i te  any wi tnesses before the commi ttee? 

HON.  MICHAEL BALLANTYNE : Yes ,  Mr . Chai rman , · i f  
off i c i al s  from t h e  Hou s i ng Corporation to j o i n  me . 

CHAI RMAN (Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Is the committee agreed? 

SOME HON .  MEMBERS :  Agreed . 

---Agreed 

coul d move to the witness tabl e and i n v i te  

CHAIKMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  
wi tnesses? 

Thank you . Mr . M i n i ster, for the record, would you i dent i fy your 

HON .  MICHAEL BALLANTYNE : Mr . Chai rman , I h ave  w i t h  me H i r am Beaub i e r ,  who i s  the pres i dent of the 
Hous i ng Corporat i o n .  

CHAIRMAN ( M r .  Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you. General comment s .  Mr. R i chard . 

MR. R ICHARD: Mr . C ha i rman , I wanted to get some further expl anat i on from the M i n i ster about a 
matter that I ra i sed i n  the Assembly l ast month and that was the cost of th i s  move of the 
headquarters off i ces of the Hous i ng Corporat i o n .  The Mi n i ster responded to my wr i tten Quest ion  
W9-87 ( 1 )  w ith  a wr i tten return .  In rel at ion  to  that,  Mr . Chai rman , i f  the  M i n i ster has a response 
there , t here is an i nd i cati on in paragraph three of the response that the cost of tenant 
imrirovements was p:irt i al l y  borne by an al l owance that the l andl ord gave ag ai nst the f i rst year ' s  
rental . And al so an actual cost to the corporat i on of some $24,000. I do not g l e an from th i s 
three page repl y ,  Mr . Cha i rman , what was the total cost of these improvement s .  I had ant i c i pated 
that, when the response came i n ,  it would be a f i g ure of a magn i t ude of several hundred thousand 
dol l ars .  Because of my knowledge of the cost of improvements to space of some 19 ,000 or 20,000 
square feet, I know i t  i s  very expen s i ve to improve the bare space so that it i s  acceptable to move 
peopl e in to use  it as off i ce  space. 

T h i s  annual rent that appears ,  the base rent of $415,000 -- I take i t  that i s  the actual rent .  
guess my quest ion  when you read paragraph three i s ,  how much was that reduced to or was i t  reduced 
from another f i g ure  to go with  the $24 ,000 to actu al l y  pay for the cost of these imrirovements?  So 
perhaps the M i n i ster could expand on that response w ith  regard to the i n formati on set out i n  
paragraph three , because I do not bel i eve  i t  i s  the total p i cture.  Thank you .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Mr . Mi n i ster . 
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Cost Of Move To New Location 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: The info rmation  that have is the actual cost  wo uld be i n  the 
neighbo urhood o f  $400, 000 and the real cost to us i s  $23,000. So the allowance was in the 
magnitude of $375, 000 to $380, 000. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank yo u. Mr. Ri chard . 

MR. RIC HARD: Well, Mr. Chairman, if we say $375 , 000, does that mean that the fi rst year's base 
rent instead o f  being $415,000 was normally go i ng to be  $700, 000 o r  $780, 000? Where does the 
$375, 000 come into play? 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Mr. Mini ster. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: My und erstanding, Mr. Cha i rman, is that it was merely an incentive i n  the 
first year, so there is not an ex tra amount added on  to the yearly rent. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. Mr. Richard .  

MR. RIC HARD: Mr. Chairman, I s till do not understand. The Hous i ng Corporation is in space that 
somebod y paid $400, 000 worth o f  impro vements for. My concern -- and I thi nk the Minister is aware, 
from the first day I as ked the ques tio n -- is the advisability of this move and sp end ing thes e 
kind s o f  dollars. When the Minister gi ves this response tha t is on  thes e pink pages, I do no t see 
it being the total picture because I cannot find that $375,000. But, let me move to another 
point. I t  ind icates, o ver on page two , that the options that the Housing Corporation saw as o p en 
to it were to move the entire o ffice to new space capable o f  accommodating the entire staff, which 
i s  the one they took,  o r  to retain the ex isti ng 13, 000 s quare feet i n  the ex isting space and get 
another 6000 somewhere else -- in other wo rds , splitting their o ffice. Picking the op tion that 
they d id ,  it appears that the d ecision cost, over the firs t five years o f  thi s lease, some 
$687,000. Now, I see that, with the analysis, Mr. Chairman, as being the cost of deciding we are 
going to have all of the . emplo yees at headquarters in one b uild i ng as opposed to i n  two build i ngs 
two blocks apart. Am I correct in assuming that the cost o f  maki ng that d ecision, o ne o ver the 
other, was clos e to $700, 000, and that is j ust  over the firs t five years o f  the lease? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Mr. Minister. 

Reasons Fo r Decis i o n  To Move 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: The Member is correct that there was a cos t  to this government to make 
the decision. The decision was made for a number o f  reasons , o ne o f  which the Memb er has 
discussed. For two reaso ns we fo und it very d ifficult, with the new wo rkload that we have in the 
corporation and with the new programs and a whole new corporate approach, to get the sort o f  
communication, at the headquarters level, that we were starting to demand in the regio ns. We found 
that in the construction d epartment, for instance, because o f  the fact that they have taken over a 
lot o f  in- ho us e wo rk, we were severely overcrowd ed .  We had a problem that part o f  the lease that 
we had from Northern United Place really was not intended for commercial use. It was originally 
intended for CMHC to use fo r low-cost ho using. We looked very hard at thi s and I was as concerned 
as the Member is about whether or not we wo uld get value for do llars. As I think the Memb er has 
asked before, in the Department o f  Public Works, there are certain s tandards that are allocated for 
departments. This move p ut us within those  s tandards and, for all of those reasons, we thought 
that, for the extra -- I do not know what i t  is -- $125,000 a year, when you are looking at, 
essentially, a $120 million a year b udget, we thought that there was sufficient value for do llars 
to make the move. We looked at it in some detail and I asked for a very strong rationale because I 
was as co ncerned as the Member about moving for moving's sake, b ut we tho ught it was important to 
the integrity o f  the corporatio n to make this move. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank yo u. Mr. Richard . 

MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chairman, I s ee thi s as, perhaps, what we might coin, the milli on do llar d ecision 
because it is clear from the analysis p rovided that the decision to go to o ne build i ng, as oppos ed 
to the existing space and some expansio n  space i n  another building two blocks away, is costing our 
government, through its s ubsidy to the Housing Corporation at least the $687,000 o ver the firs t 
five year perio d ,  on  p age two. And , I b elieve, Mr. Chairman, regarding the other $375,000 or  
$400,000 that it  appears the land lord chipped in, I can o nly und er� tand what the Minis ter is 
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s ay i ng i s  that i n stead of charg i n g  the Hous i ng Corpor ation $400,000, the l andl ord charged us  
$24,000, and therefore the l andl ord tossed in  $375,000. Now, we know t h at money i s  com i ng fr001 
somewhere and the l andl ord i s  not d o i ng i t  out of the goodness of h i s  heart. It  is coming  from the 
Hou s i n g  Corporat i on ' s  l ease payments ,  or e lse  the devel oper wou l d  not have done i t .  Devel opers d o  
not d o  t h at .  

Space Requi rements Anal ys i s  And Dec i s ion  To Move 

S o ,  I t h i nk thi s i s ,  Mr . Ch a i rman,  about a mi l l ion  dol l ar dec i s i o n  and that l eads me to the 
quest i o n :  The anal ys i s  t h at we see in front of us on these pretty p i nk pages , was t h i s  analys i s  
done prior  to the dee i s  i on to make the move? And who made the dee i s  ion? Was it done by the 
Hous i ng Corporat i on or d i d  Publ i c  Works?  I bel i eve they are referred to here, . . .  the  "corporation 
sought assi stance from the Department of Publ i c  Work s . "  That department arranged a space 
requ irement s anal ys i s  and I am wonder i ng if the anal ys i s  was don e ,  that is shown on these pages 
prior to the d ec i s i o n  b e i ng mad e .  Was the dec i s ion  made to move by the Publ i c  �Jorks department or 
by the  Hou s i ng Corpor ation i t sel f? The most i mportant part of my question ,  Mr . .  Chairman,  i s  
whether t h i s  anal ys i s  - - whether the Mi n i ster agrees it was a $700, 000 dec i s i o n  or a m i l l i on dol l ar 
dec i s i o n  - - was done pr i or to the dec i s i on .  Thank you . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Thank you. Mr . M i n i ster . 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE :  In answer to the two parts of your quest ion .  The $375 ,000 or $400,000 i n  
quest i o n  was an i ncentive from the d evel oper because they were s i tt i ng w ith  an empty bu i l d i ng .  So 
it was not a cost to the  Hou s i ng Corpor at i on whatsoever. I n  fact they g ave u s  cash i n  h and to 
mov e .  So we are tal k ing  about a $600, 000 dec i s i o n .  Al l th i s  i nformat ion was avai l abl e to me. I 
made the dec i s i on and took it to the F i n anc i al Management Board and had to j ustify t h at dec i s i on 
there . • So if there i s  any respons i b i l i ty for t h i s  mov e ,  it i s  m i n e .  I had what I thought was 
adequate data to make a dec i s i o n .  I made my presentation to the Fi nanci al Management Board and 
they agreed with  the presentat i o n ,  so the respons i b i l i ty for the move is m i n e .  I had th i s  much 
i nformation to make the dec i s i on on . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you .  Mr . R i c h ard .  

MR.  R ICHARD: Mr. Chairman , my fi nal quest ion  on t h i s  par t i c u l ar i tem i s ,  when was t h i s  dec i s i o n  
made? Probab l y  the Mi n i ster h a s  at hand t h e  commencement d ate or the occupancy date, b u t  when was 
the dec i s i on made in rel ation to t hat? Thank you .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you .  Mr . M i n i ster . 

HON. M ICHAEL BALLANTYNE: It was made in May or June of 1986 . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Thank you. General comments .  Mr . Arlooktoo . 

Request For Smal l er Hou s i ng U n i t s ,  Lake Harbour 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Trans l at i o n )  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Th i s  i s  an i nformation i tem concer n i ng Lake 
Harbour and how they shou l d  have the i r  construc t i o n  done .  The res i d ents of Lake Harbour prefer to 
have s i ng l e  dwel l i ng units  or un its for coupl e s  or two bedroom u n i t s .  There sho uld b e  more two 
bedroom and s i ng l e  hou s i ng u n i t s  in Lake Harbour, because there are a l ot of peop l e  who wou l d  
prefer t o  l i ve in  a smal l u n i t  because the rent i s  so  h i g h .  Perhaps you should consider hav i ng two 
bedroom or s i ng l e  hou s i ng un its  in Lake Harbour .  We know that there are g o i ng to be two un its  
b u i l t  each year in  Lake Harbour . We wo uld  l i ke you to  consider sort of four-plexes or 
e i g ht-pl ex e s ,  t h i n g s  l i ke that,  that have two bedroom u n i t s  or · s i ng l e  rooms in Lake Harbour. Al so, 
i n  Lake Harbour there is a very i n adequate amount of two bedroom or s i ng l e  rooms and there are al so 
g o i ng to be smal l fam i l i e s  that are growi n g  in the comm un i ty .  We would prefer to have these.  
There are four bedroom un i  ts that are not bei ng used  and  there are a l ot o f  o l d er houses that 
peopl e are prefer to l i ve i n .  Perhaps you can pl an ahead for Lake Harbour to have one room 
apartments for s i ng l e  peopl e .  Thank you .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee) : Thank you .  Mr. M i n i ster . 

HON. M I CHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Cha irman. I am aware of the concern of t he Member . When 
I v i s i t ed the Baff i n  in the summertime,  that concern was expressed by a l ot of peopl e in a l ot of 
commu n i t i es .  More and more younger fami l i es ,  young coupl e s  or s i ng l e  peopl e or young coupl es wi th  
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one kid are looking for housing. So the trend now in the Housing Corporation is to build m ore 
units to accommodate s maller families. Als o I hav e asked the Hous ing C orporation to design a new 
HAP unit which will be a smaller HAP unit, a two b edroom unit, that will als o hop e fully address 
s ome of the problems of small er families. So we are aware of the Memb e r's concern and we are 
trying to work toward that. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. General comments. Mr. . Erkloo. 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think in the Kee watin area the hous es are 
b eing b uilt wi thin the comm unities and they are b eing contracted out and s ubcontracted with other 
contractors. As you m entioned, it was v ery successful. You mentioned that this is going to b e  
further impleme nted. Perhaps you can cl arify - - for example, in the Baffin Region, can we hav e 
this also in the Baffin Region and when? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister. 

Separate Supply And Erect C ontracts 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. There are two things that we hav e planned for 
this construction s eason, one of which is that we are introducing the s eparate erect and s upply 
contracts to all areas of the Northwes t  Territories .  So this year in the Baffin, the contracts 
will b e  b roken down in that way s o  that s maller contractors hav e a b e tter ch ance of b idding on the 
contracts . We are als o  s etting up in ev ery communi ty a small committee that will cons ist of 
employees of the Housing C orp oration from our dis tricts and ass ociation s taff, a council member, 
and an employment outreach worker. It will be that commi ttee's obj ectiv e to identify in ev ery 
community a 1 ab our force and to try to monitor t he p roj e cts to ens ure that we maximize the use of 
local lab our. So we hop e that the s i tuation this summer will improv e from past ye ars. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Wah-She e): Thank you. Mr. Erkloo. 

MR. ERKLOO: (Trans lation) A supplem entary question. For example, again in the Baffin, are you 
going to b e  offering this within all the 13 communities or just in certain com munities? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minis ter. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: The intention, Mr. Chairman, is to offer this p ote ntial in ev e ry 
community. It may take a year or two in s ome communities b e fore bus iness es hav e  developed in order 
to take advantage of this but our intenti on is that this year that opportunity will be available in 
ev ery cormiunity where we deliv er p ub lic hous ing. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-She e): Mr. Erkloo. 

MR. ERKLOO: (Transl at ion) I do not know how far this information has b ee n  heard by the 
communities. Maybe p erhaps you could indicate to me whether the comm unities hav e b e en  informed of 
this . In regi onal gov ernment in Iqaluit, has this b ee n  related to the communities and how many 
com muniti es are aware of this program? 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: As p art of the p rogram , the Housing C orporation has written to the 
h ousing ass ociations and municipalities to s e t  up t he s e  labour com mittees  to monitor the amount of 
local hire. In all the advertis i ng for public housing put out by the Housing C orporation, which is 
in 1 oc al newspap ers ,  th e fact that there is separate s upp 1 y and erect has b e e n  made known. I hav e 
instructed the corp oration to get out to the dis tricts as much information about this as we can. I 
can answer your question now to s ay that I will hav e Mr. Beaubier ensure that the comm unities are 
aware of b oth th ese  programs.  We have tried to make them aware but b ecause it is a v ery new p rogram 
it might b e  that some comm unities are not as aware of it as they should be.  �Je wi 1 1  ensure that 
information gets out there. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Sh e e): General cormi ents? Mr. Paniloo. 

MR. PANILOO: (Translation) On HAP programs in the com munities in my area, I would like to know how 
many HAP programs hav e been implemented in my cons tituency? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister. 
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HON. MI CHAEL BALLANTYNE: Mr. Cha i rman, i t  is my i ntenti on when we get to the cap i tal p orti on of 
the budget to di str i bute to each Member the f i nal allocat i on of HAP and publi c housing. If Mr. 
Pani loo could wai t  unti l we get to the cap i tal p art, I wi l l  gi ve i t  to every Member and they can 
see exactly what i s  goi ng to be distr i buted to each commun i ty. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Pani loo. 

Renovati ons To Old Un i ts Pu rchased 

MR. PANILOO: (Transl ati on) Yes, I can wa i t  unti l we get to the cap i tal but I have another 
questi on. In B roughton I sl and they have been p urchasing old houses from the housi ng associ ati on. 
Can you provide any fundi ng for renovati ons of these old houses? When I bought an old house I was 
i nformed by the Housi ng Corporation i n  Frobisher Bay that I could bri ng up how badly i n  shape these 
houses are. When they ar e pur chased can the NWT Housing Corp orati on assi st wi th the funds because 
thi s i s  a concern to the Broughton Isl and resi dent s? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Minister . 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: The Housi ng Corp orati on this year, if this budget passes, wi ll have a 
mi lli on dollars avai lable for a pr i vate home repair  pr ogram. That i s  one program that could be used 
f or the renovation of the houses that the Member is talking about. Ther e ar e two or three other 
programs that we have or that CMHC has where i t  might be p ossible to get money to repa i r  pri vatel y 
owned homes. We wi l l  have this year some abil i ty to hel p people with thei r p rivate homes but it 
wi ll be i mportant, once this budget is passed, that we try to get the inf or mati on out to t he 
communi ti es. The resources we have wil l be allocated on a need basis so i t  woul d be very imp ortant 
that peop l e  let the Housi ng Corp oration know what their needs are. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): General comments? Mr. Erkloo. 

Co- op Housi ng P rograms 

MR. ERKLOO: ( Transl ati on) My questi on i s  a bout somethi ng the Housing Cor p oration commi ttee were 
revi ewi ng. They had recommended that there should be co- op housi ng made avai lable. From the 
i nf ormation I have recei ved, you have i mp l emented this qui te well in Yellowknife. Readi ng from 
thi s i nf ormation, i n  the matter of obta ini ng or getti ng co- op housi ng go i ng, i t  is bei ng done i n  
Iqalui t. My question i s, are the communi ti es i nformed f rorr. Iqal uit or f rom Yellowknife about 
obtai ni ng co-op housi ng? I know that thi s has to be approved by CMHC and I reali z e  that thi s mi ght 
be outsi de your j urisdi cti on but maybe you could el aborate on thi s further. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Mi ni ster. 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: The Member is correct. There is co-op housi ng i n  Iqal uit and in 
Yel lowknife and in Fort Smith. My understandi ng i s  that CMHC and the Depar tment of Indian and 
Northern Affa i r s  are looki ng at the p otenti al  f or co- op � ousi ng i n  some of the sma l l er communi ti es 
and they have gi ven a contract to the Ar ctic Co-operati ves Limi ted to do a study as to the 
feasi bili ty of co-ops in smal l er communi ti es. Once that study i s  compl eted we wi ll get the results 
of that study and we wil l si t down wi th CMHC and the Department of I ndi an  and Northern Affairs to 
see 1�hat i s  p ossi bl e in thi s area. It is an option and it was an opti on br ought f orward by the 
special committee on housi ng a l so that we shoul d look at the p ossibi lity of co- ops in smal l er 
communiti es but unti l we get the resul ts of thi s study we wi l l  not be able to tell you exactly how 
we can go. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. General comments. Mr. MacQuarr i e. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I woul d j ust li ke to i ndicate to the Mi ni ster, fi rst of 
all , as  I said ear li er i n  the session, that I do have a concern with the si ze of the budget as a 
whol e and as a result, at an appropriate time, we will attempt to reduce i t. I di d i ndicate that I 
recognized, though, that i n  attempti ng to do that, wi th respect to Mini sters' acti viti es, i t  was 
not necessari l y  a want of confi dence and I say it i n  resp,ect of Mr. Wray that I felt that perhaps 
he needed a 1 i ttle rein rather than spur and that i s  often a good p osi t i on to be i n. So I woul d 
j ust l ike to say to thi s Min i ster, as well, that I do beli eve he has taken the job well i n  hand and 
i niti ated a number of things that are very i mp ortant, both in thi s p ortfolio and in hi s other. 
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One question that I h ave w i th respect to the move, though;  again I h ave a concern with that kind of 
thing . I noted in the justificat i on that it stated on page two under b) , that the space avail able 
was inadequate to house our staff to minimum government standards. The question that arises in my 
mind i s, in  making that statement , is the department tal king about qua l ity of space or was i t  
merely ta l king about quantity of space and space per person? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Mr . Minister. 

Problem With Quantity Of Space 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I underst and that the major cons ideration is 
that of quantity of space. I am sure there probab ly  are some standards as far as wi ndows and 
venti l ation and that sort of thing, but I think the major criterion i s  the actual quantity of 
usable space. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. Mr. MacQu arrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE :  Yes, I just wanted to cl arify that so that there is no intimation that in some way 
the space that is there is infer i or or unacceptab le  to be used as government offices by some other 
department, or whatever . It was not a question of qua l ity. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you . Mr. Mini ster . 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: Genera 1 1  y, I wou l d  say the Member i s  correct . There were some 3125 
square feet , which was the YWCA sublease, which gave some difficulty because of the configuration 
of that space. It was not rea l l y  conducive for this sort of operation. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you . Genera l  comments .  Mr. McCal lum . 

Financing Agreement Between GNWT And Housing Corporat i on 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. I wou l d  like to get some informat i on on -- and again I am 
not sure the Minister indicated it whi l e  he was making his introductory remarks;  perhaps he can 
expand on it somewhat -- the who l e  question of the financial agreement that the GNWT or Housing 
Corporation h as with the government . There is an agreement which has been in effect since 1985. I 
expect that there is an agreement that has been settled for l ast year, but i s  the agreement settl ed 
now? Is the agreement in p l ace for this coming year? This agreement , of course, forms the basis 
for the financing arrangements of the corporation and of course it a l so dea l s  with the deficit 
calcul ation, how that deficit calcul at i on sho u l d  occur .  

I t  i s  my understanding that the deficit  calcu l at ions, the deficit that i s  reported by the 
corporat i on, are adj usted for revenues and expenditures, but they do not require, as it were, an 
expenditure of funds. There is a provision a lso for adjustment for other p articu l ar areas. I 
wonder just what is the arrangement that is now in pl ace, and has there been any ch ange in the 
arrangement for this coming year ,  over t he past year or the year before, within the l ast two years? 

I indicate this, Mr. Chairman, for a coup l e  of reasons. One dea ls  with the who l e  area of the total 
financial picture of the Housing Corporat i on and the consolidated information of the Housing 
Corporati on, conso lidated financia l  informat ion that wou l d  summar i ze, as the government does in  
other parts of  the  revenues, assets ,  l i abil ities, the expend itures. And I raise that in  rel at i on 
to the total deficit of the government . It is my underst anding now, t hat accord i ng to  the 
government accounts, the annual report of the territorial accounts, that the government, I think 
for the first time, has put down the consol i dated financia l  statement of government as a who le  and 
that includes the Housing Corporation. 

Deficits May Be Larger 

Once h aving done that, once h aving l ooked at those particu l ar fi gures, then one gets a l i ttle b it  
overawed, even more so  than what we were when the government gave us  the fiscal framework for the 
government this year. It was indicated at that time that we were l ooking at a $55 mil l ion 
defic it .  W i th the conso l idated reporting, consolidated information, taking into account the 
transact i on between the government and the corporat i on, then we get a different p icture of th ings .  
I wou l d  even go back one year ,  as of March 31st, 1986 and the consolidated report of the GNWT. The 
government did not have a surplus of $60 mil l ion, it h ad a deficit of over $26 mi l l ion . Of course 
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that defi ci t woul d have to 6e carri ed forward, s o  that i n  1986-87, w i th the i ncr eased defi ci t that 
was r epor ted from l ast year , the �over nment had a d ef i ci t  l ast year of $44 . 5  mi ll i on or more and 
that is i ncl ud i ng the H ous i ng Corporati on's def i ci t. I r eal i ze I am  tal ki ng total gover nmen t  but 
i t  i n v olves the cons ol i d ated f i n an cial pi cture of the Hous i ng Corporati on when you total it al l 
i n. So that i n  reality, what our defici t i s  in thi s comi ng year,  what i t  may project to be i n  
1987-88, wi l l  n ot be a d efi ci t of $16 mi l l i on or w hatever; we could b e  l ooki ng at a d efi ci t of ov er 
$100 mi l l  i on for this total gov er nment. 

So what I a m  aski n g  the Mi ni ster i s ,  what is the f i nanci al pi cture of the gover nmen t n ow? 
recogn i z e  you have outs tand i n g  l oans to CMHC, approxi mately $98 mi l l i on or mor e. You are going 
through i t, paying i t  out. You have an agreement with CMHC that they share, 50/50, the bas i s  of 
amor ti zati on costs and I thi nk that there was a cer ta i n  amoun t of pr i nci pal pa i d  and then there i s  
a l ar ger amount of the interest on i t  that has b een pa i d .  I thi n k  that, i n  your book, i t  talks 
about an i nterest payment of appr ox i mately $13 m i ll ion, as I r ecal l .  

So, has the fi nanci al  arran gement that you have wi th the gov ernment, now, fi rst and foremost, been 
compl eted f or thi s  com i n g  year? Is ther e any change i n  that agreement, or d o  you contempl ate any 
k i nd of cha nge, s o  that al l the transacti ons that the d ef i ci t  ca l cul ati ons are made on, pr i nci pal 
r epayments of the l ong-term debt, as wel l  as the defi ci t that is r epor ted by the corporati on, wi l l  
be adj usted f or r evenues and expend i tures not covered b y  an outl ay of funds?  

Second l y, what i s  the status of the debt of the corporati on at  the pres ent ti me? I think that the 
l as t  one I s aw, was i t  over $ 102 mi l l i on? Ni nety-ei ght m i l li on, I guess i t  i s .  I w ond er i f  the 
Mi ni s ter coul d comment on that. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr . Mi n i ster . 

L oans Amorti z ed Over 50 And 35 Years 

HON. MIC HAEL BALLANTYNE: Essen ti al ly, the f i nanci al arran gement that was i n  pl ace for the 1 ast 
coupl e of years is sti l l  in pl ace and we are not an ti ci pati ng maj or chan ges; we  wi l l  be s i tti ng 
d own  w i th the F i nancial  Mana gemen t Secretar i at to look at the a gr eement. The secti on 43 l oans -- I 
think to a total of $98,471 , 000, 1 3 . 6  per cent - - my understand in g  is tha t those l oans hav e been 
amorti z ed ov er 50 and 35 years and the repayment s chedul e, pr i nci pal and i nter est, has been 
i n cl uded i n  our base, and CMHC - - unl ess CM HC cal l ed the l oan  tomorrow, whi ch they d o  not i ntend to 
do -- wel l, you are r i ght, i n  fact, there is a b ook entry of $100 m i l l  i on debt. In fact, i t  does 
not at al l aff ect the f inanci al picture of the government b ecause the repaymen t of that i s  already 
i ncluded in our base and is j ust part of our over a l l  base r i ght now. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : T hank you. Mr . McCa l l um. 

Cash B a l ance Accumul ati ng From Pr i n ci pal R epayment On Mortgages 

MR. McCALLUM: I thi nk that one of the commen ts that had been made by the Audi tor General was that, 
because of the fact that ther e were certa i n  funds that the corpor ati on recei v es that d o  not affect 
the operati ng r esu l ts and, therefore, are n ot cons i d ered i n  def i ci t  cal cul ati on - - and that i s  fr om 
the pr i nci pal repayment on mortgages -- the cor porati on woul d be accumul ati ng s ome kind of cas h  
bal ance that reall y i s  n ot i denti f i ed for any speci fi c pur pose, other than general w or ki n g  capi tal , 
and I wonder i f  there has b een a change i n  thi ngs s o  that, w i th thi s agreement, i f  you are goi ng to 
accumul ate thi s cas h b a l ance, that i t  be proper l y  noted in your accounti ng. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. Mi ni s ter . 

HON .  MI CHAEL BALLANTYNE: We recogni z e  there i s  a techni ca l  fi nanci al  prob l em and, other than that 
i t  i s  qui te compl i cated to try to deal wi th, i t  d oes not affect our cash fl ow i n  or ou t. It i s  
true that the Aud itor General d oes n ot feel that that $98 mi l l i on i s  being shown 100 per cent 
proper l y .  As  you know, we are goi ng through, r i ght now, a compr ehens ive aud i t  that we requested . 
W hat we thought we wou l d  d o  i s , rather than ti nker wi th i t  now, we wanted to gi ve the Audi tor 
Genera 1 's staff an  opportunity to 1 ook at ever ythi ng, and then make wha tev er changes we hav e  to 
make al l at one time, rather than j ust tin ker wi th on e part of the system. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. General comments . Mr. Richard . 
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MR. RICHARD: Mr. Chairman, I may hav e missed this in the Min ist er's opening remarks on Friday, b ut 
I am wondering, with the initiative t hat he has announced last week, about t he consultative process 
as taking place with respect to the rental scale, the user-pay program, and one other initiat iv e -­
I cannot r emember what it was -- b ut it was a thir d announcement 1 ast week, of how those are 
happening in the context of the -- I can not rememb er the term b ut it was some sor t of task force 
that was set up, some strategy team, part of which was from out side t he cor por ation, t hat was set 
up to do an ov erall corporation pl an. When is it anticip.at ed that that group will con clude thei r 
work and how does it fit in with t he thr ee announcements  that t he Minister made last week? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee):  Thank you. Mr. Minister . 

HON. MICHAEL BALL ANTYNE: They follow dir ectly from the cor porate pl an and the cor porate plan 
identified cert ain ar eas the corporation could start wor king on immediately because I said to  t hem 
t hat I did not want a static pl an where we had to wait for a b ook at the end. If this b udget is 
passed, and we get our policy group in place, they will, essentially, take ov er the implementation 
of the corporate plan. So these are initiatives that are coming out of the recommendation s  of the 
corporate planning team, which flow direct ly from the r ecommendations of the special committee. So 
it is all following in a logical progression. This is t he new context of wor king with communities, 
which was on e of the maj or recommendat ions of the special committ ee an d of the corporate planning 
team. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. Mr. Richard. 

Rental Scale And User-Pay Program 

MR. R !CHARD: Mr. C hairman, with r espect to the further study and r ev iew and consult at ion on the 
r ental scale an d also on the user-pay program, I asked the Min ister last week, during question 
period, about the time frames on those b ecause, in all seriousness, quite apart fran my tying it 
into an October date, it does occur to me, Mr. Chairman, and I am not as conv er sant wit h the 
housing programs as t he Minister is, or some ot her Memb ers of this Assembly, b ut it occurs to me 
that the study of the rental seal e and t he user-pay program is something that should b e  brought to 
a conclusion. I know that there are going t o  be  difficult decisions. The Minister indicat ed that 
in his r esponse, 1 ast week, b ut I r ecall from the discussion when the special committee gav e its 
interim and final reports that there are serious inequiti es in the system throughout the 
Territories on b oth the user-pay program an d t he rental scale, and we all know that we ar e going to 
have an electi on this fal 1 and it would b e  difficult -- or it would be  easy, I should say, to put 
those kinds of decisions off until ther e is a new group of MLAs in office and a new group of 
Ministers and, perhaps, a new Minister of Housing, but that is t he sort of procrastination or 
delay,  Mr . Chairman , that I have some difficulty with and I j ust wonder i f  the Minister could not 
giv e  me some assurance that there is some pr ior ity being attached to these items. You know, the 
Minister was on the housi ng committee -- the special committee on housing that talked about the 
urgency of these things, a couple of years ago, and the Minister gives some assurance that there is 
some pr iority b eing attached to them an d ther e is a time frame, whether it is befor e or after 
October, a finite date by which t hose who have the difficult decisi on to make are going to come to 
grips with it and make a deci sion. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Er kloo): Mr. Minister . 

I nitiatives Under taken By Corporation 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: I disagree v ery strongly with Mr . Richard that we ar e procrastinating. I 
think in the last 14 mont hs, we hav e taken on a v ery large number of init iatives, all of whi ch ar e 
difficult. We ar e using design input fr om the communi ties. This is the first time that there has 
ever been a five year capital plan, which t ook r eally an amazing amount of work. An update on t he 
needs study took an amazing amoun t of work. Separ ate supply is another one. The comprehen siv e 
audit is taking all sor ts of time of our staff right now; the global agr eement with CMHC; the HAP 
lab our fun ding. We hav e redesigned the whole management and maint enance syst em; a brand new 
private home r epair program dev elopment. We are inv olv ed in special pur pose housing now. We have 
given the commit ment to the communities -- as I go along -- that we wer e goin g t o  wor k  wit h t hem to 
dev elop some of these programs. At t he same time as we are doing all that, we are doing a b asic 
r eorganization of the goals an d ob jectiv es of the Housing Cor por ation. So we do hav e priorities 
and I think r ight now t hat the staff of the H ousing Corporation should b e  commended for t he amazing 
amount of wor k that they are trying to do in a short period of time. 
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To  answer the specific question, as I s aid in the House it was pointless to do a study on user-pay 
unt il t here is s ome exper ience with it. The s ystem ri ght now is not inequi table. The s ystem coul d 
be inadequate. The system now is three cents a kilowatt hour below the tree l ine and two cents a 
k ilowatt hour above t he tree line. There is some quest ion as to whether or not it is accomplishing 
the ends it was supposed to accompl ish, which is to try to cut down power cost s .  But it has only 
been in effect, as I said, for a year and a half. There has not been time to gather enough data to 
make any sort of analys i s ,  so we are not procrastinating. We will be collect ing that data this 
su mmer and we hope t o  be able to make some decis ions on that before the el ection. I am  not u sing 
the election i n  any way as some k ind of an arbitrar y  date for when we are going t o  stop. I k now 
t here i s  a good chance I wil l not be Minister of Housing and I would like t o  get as many of these 
projects as close to completion as I can, before that time comes . 

Rental Sc.ale 

Wit h the rental scale, i t  is a r eally, r eally difficult one. The rental s cale r eview is something 
that every commu nity t hat I have been to -- and I have been to, I do not k now, probably 45 s ince I 
have been Mini ster, 40 or 45 commu nities -- have said they want t o  be involved with. And there i s  
a di fferent perception of the problem wi th the r ental scale in every conmunity. I k now the Members 
who were on t he speci al commi tt ee ca n recall that what communities do not want i s  for us to hire 
s ome s outhern consultants and come through and ma ke a decis ion. They want to be part of the 
building of a new rental s cale. It is also an educational process for the people i n  the 
communi ties and for our staff, t ryi ng t o  buil d a consensus about what is a r ental scale tr ying to 
achieve. You may think that this dis cuss ion paper i s  simplis tic and easy, but it was not, just 
t rying to put together s ome of the basic pri nciples . But our staff in every community will be 
going with t hat. That is the beginning of the d� alogue, j ust to expl ain and learn the problems . I 
would say  that redoi ng of the r ent al scale in det ail will take a year. They took t wo years in 
Br it ish Columbia t o  do it. The last time it was done, it was done badly and there was not any sort 
of acceptance, at t he community level, of the scale that was developed. So for t his one, it is not 
a matter of procrastinat i on, it  is a matter of ens uring that it i s  done properly this time, s o  that 
everybody understa nds all aspects of the rental scale. I do not know i f  that ans wers your 
questi on, Mr . Richard. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erk loo): Thank you. General comments . Mrs. L awrence. 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have t o  agree we have come a l ong way in hous ing, even 
s ince our trip to t he communities with t he s pecial committee on housing. There has been a big 
improvement made. One of the thi ngs that came up, many times, was that accountabi lit y by the local 
communit y. In my area, we managed to get the housing authority establis hed and up until now, it is 
working. I t  stil l has its ups and downs , but they are working very har d  at  it. One of the nicest 
things that happened with housing, in my area, in Fort Res olut ion, was that we had four s mall u nits 
built, each with one bedroom, and a wood stove. That was one of the ni cest things that ever 
happened. It met the needs of these individual elders . If we could do that for more communities , 
I am  sure we would s olve a lot of problems of overcrowding and t hat k ind of thing. W e  have a 
s ituation in Snowdrift where an elder was asked to move into one of these modern units and she 
refused, mai nly because it had no wood stove. She is not familiar wit h the modern stoves that they 
put in and s he was unabl e  t o  make her dried meat. They live on dried meat all year around. She 
could not mai ntain i t, either; it was a li ttle bi t too bi g for her. 

So, I wonder if the M i ni s ter would cons ider build1 ng mor e of thes e s maller units in a communit y. 
do not know if the Mini ster had a chance to see t he ones that we built in Fort Resolution, but the 
communit y and council worked very har d  at it and wit h the s upport of everyone, they were able to 
come up with these units. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mr. Minister. 

Small HAP Houses Successful 

HON. MICHAEL BALLANTYNE: I would like to thank the Member because s he was one of the prime movers 
of trying that experiment which we t ried in Fort Resolution and it was quite s uccess ful. Because 
of t hat, we are now going to be des i gning HAP hous es -- but s maller HAP hous es -- t hat will be 
a vailable i n  1988-89 everywhere, and in a coupl e of communities in the upcoming year. I am als o 
looking at the poss ibility, because of s ome of the problems that we are having with the HAP program 
as to eligibility, and because of the very strict standards that CMH C has, of maybe d eveloping our 
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own program. It would be 100 per cent funded by the Housing Corp oration . Even though we will not 
be abl e to build as many units that way, it will giv e us s ome fl exibi lity. So I am looking at 
those p oss ibilities , and I will be bri nging forwar d to the House, any ideas along those lin es . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Thank you. Mrs . Lawrence. 

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In Snowdrift, we desperately need hous es . There are a 
lot of elders who are in little shacks. I call them shacks because they are so  broken down that we 
cannot fix them. More of thes e s mall HAP units are needed, especially s ome of thes e little elders 
that - - I am repeating myself , I know that, but I j u st  desperately need those units i n  Snowdrift. 
Is there any way that we can get at leas t eight s mall units like we have i n  F ort Res olution? That 
is a 1 1  we need. W e  do not need these great big, huge, three bedroom HAP hous es . We could make 
four l ittl e u n i ts out of ev en one HAP unit if we really work at i t. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo) : Mr. Mini s ter. 

HON. MI CHAEL BALLANTYNE: The Member knows we have a maj or problem w i th fi nancing. I had intended 
to move ahead wi th the repl acement program this year to replace 100 of the dilapidated northern 
rentals each year. Because  of budget restraints, and because that woul d cost u s  s ome four mill ion 
dollars a year or s o, I did not go ahead with that. Our fi re repl acement program is total ly 
inadequate right now. The costs are goi ng up s o  I cannot give the Member a definiti v e  answer. As 
the s ummer progresses we wi l l  look at the relative needs of each community. If there is any 
avail able money we will have to j udge each communi ty on its merits, on i ts rel ative needs and s ee 
what we can do. But at this p oint in time, we are attempting to treat every commun ity fairl y. 
This is the budget we have, we will see what we can build with this budget and if there is anything 
left over then we will have to have another look at which communities have the greates t needs . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkloo): Mrs. Lawrence. 

Problem Of Accumulated Arrears 

MRS. LAWRENCE: There is still another big, I consider it is a bi g problem -- the arrears that have 
accumulated in the pas t  are a hards hip for s ome of thes e p eopl e. I do not believe, when they first 
s tarted this housing, the program was del ivered properly. Wrong information was given, lack of 
information, lack of co-operation, name i t, and because of that, a lot of people w ent into arrears 
not knowing, not real izing it. I would like to see s ome kind of step taken to clear up this mess 
that was created. A l ot of capable people too went into arrears . I know that they are s till 
l iv ing i n  the house and they still have arrears . But there must be s ome way to deal with it, 
either by letting them fix up the hous e, ins tead of somebody else doing it, and pay them a littl e. 
Not pay them but deduct it off their arrears . I feel that there has to be a way of dealing with 
thi s .  

This happened bef ore our time, even before the l as t  election, s o  w e  wal ked into that mes s .  We 
s hould deal with it and we should not keep pushi ng it under the rug. It keeps coming back out 
again. I really feel that some of thes e i ndiv i duals are not able to even app ly f or HAP u ni ts ,  
al though now they are a littl e bit more s op hi s ti cated, I guess you can s ay that. They cou ld borrow 
money from the bank to pay up their arrears but a house is not guaranteed to them. If somebody 
goes out of thei r way to pay up their arrears then we shoul d real ly cons ider that individual for a 
HAP unit. Some kind of commitment sho ul d  be made or s omethi ng s houl d be worked out, s ome s olution 
s hould be worked out s o  that we can give them that incentive to pay up their arrears and get i nto a 
HAP unit. Some of them are 1 iving i n  s hacks and are in a rut. They want to p ay but they are not 
too s u re they are going to get a house. I woul d like to see s ome kind of action taken toward these 
arrears . Is there anything comi ng out on that problem yet? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erkl oo) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. MI CHAEL BALLANTYNE: It will be p art of this review we are doing of the rent scal es and it is 
s omethi ng we are trying to grapple with, because we get different mes s ages from the communities . 
As Mrs. L awrence is aware, there are s ome people who hav e p aid their arrears faithfully every year 
for a number of years and thi nk it would be u nfair if s omebody who did not was suddenly forgiven 
their arrears . Our other prob 1 em is that CMHC cost sh  ares in the operations and ma int en ance of 
public housing, 75 per cent. If we forgave s omeone's arrears , we would be 100 per cent respons ible 
for those costs . 
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In i t iat i on Of Pay-Back Scheme 

So, I know the Housing Corporation i s  l ook ing for ways, but there i s  no easy answer .  What we have 
t r i ed to do i s  ini t i ate in some reg i ons a pay-back scheme wh i ch i s  responsi b l e, that somebody cou l d  
pay i t  back over a reasonable per i od of t i me .  That has worked i n  some areas . I agree that there 
are some peop le  who do not have the abi l i ty to pay i t  bac k .  They d i d  not understand. What we do 
not know is how to i dent ify those peop l e  who shou l d  be g i ven some hel p and i dent i fy those peopl e  
who actual l y  just hav.e no intent ion of even trying t o  pay i t  bac k .  So we have put that as part of 
the review of the rental scale .  We know it i s  a problem. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erk loo ) :  Mrs. Lawrence. 

MRS . LAWRENC E :  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am not suggest ing that we forg ive these arrears . Let 
the ind iv iduals f i x  their houses or someth ing, i nstead of the housing  author i ty doing i t .  Let them 
do i t  themsel ves, but it has to be explained to  them and c losel y  supervi sed, so that the ir  arrears 
are pai d up. Why I am saying there was so much mi sunderstanding i s  because the understanding that 
my parents had, when they got into their house was that they cou l d  pay two dol l ars a month and 
after a certain number of years they wou ld  own the house. W i th that understanding they moved out 
of that house that I was born in and my grandfather bu i l t  that and they c l eared everything away . 
As i t  turned out, unfortunate ly  they d ied l ater on, but i t  never d i d  happen. I know that for a 
fact, many peopl e  had that understand ing when they moved i n  -- two dol l ars a month and they can own 
the bu i l d ing .  It d i d  not make sense but that was the understanding they got . So, Mr. Chai rman, I 
am just suggest ing that there has got to be a way of deal i ng w i th  these arrears. People  feel 
threatened, espec ial l y  i n  some commun i t i es .  There are many bad feel ings toward indivi duals, 
because of these arrears .  I just want to dPal w i th  it once and for al l .  There has to be a way of 
deal ing w i th i t .  I do not bel i eve that we shou l d  let them get away w i th it, somebody e lse paying 
the ir  r2nt, that is not what I am suggest ing .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erk l oo) : Mr . Minister. 

HON . MICHAEL BALLANTYNE : I can g i ve assurance to the Member I am aware of the problem. As badl y 
as she does, I wou l d  l i ke to come to grips w i th i t, so we are going to be deal ing w i th that in the 
review of the rental sca le .  I have a few i deas and I am  sure the Member has a few i deas and I am 
sure we can do something to i mprove that s ituat ion, but i t  is a priority to do that. Because I 
know I have heard that, as you have, Mrs. Lawrence, in every commun i ty that we have visi ted . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Erkl oo ) :  General cofllf11ents .  Does the commi ttee agree then we go  to  the detai l s  of 
the cap i tal esti mates? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Erkl oo) : Thank you . We are on page 3 . 07 .  Detai l of cap i tal , NWT Housing  
Corporat ion ,  contr i butions, total headquarters . Mr . MacQuarr ie .  

MR . MacQUARRI E :  Mr . Chai rman, rather than starting into the deta i l  w ith  onl y a short t ime left, I 
w i l l  make a mot ion that we report progress. 

MR . R I CHARD: No quorum .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Erk loo): Okay, we have a quorum. There i s  a motion on the floor to  report progress. 
A l l those in favour? Opposed, if any? The mot ion i s  carr ied .  

---Carr ied 

I w i l l  r ise and report progress. 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Erkloo . 
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ITEM 18: REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILL 1-87(1 ) ,  APPROPRIATION ACT, 1987-88 

MR. ERKLOO: Mr . Speaker, your committee has been consi dering Bill 1-87(1 ), Appropriat ion Act, 
1987-88, and wi shes to report progress. 

Motion To Accept Report Of Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the report of the committee of the whole be concurred with. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Erkloo. Members have heard the report of the chairman of the 
committee of the whole . Are you agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Carr ied 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr . Cl erk , announcements and orders of the day . 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr .  Hamilton) :  Announcements, Mr .  Speaker. There will be a Nunavut caucus 
meeting after adjournment this evening. There will be a caucus meeting tomorrow morn i ng at 9: 30 
a .m .  

ITEM 20: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day for Tuesday, March 17th , at 1 : 00 p .m .  

1. Prayer 

2. Ministers' Statements 

3. Members' Statements 

4. 

5 .  

6 .  

7.  

8 .  

9.  

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

Returns to Oral Questions 

Oral Questions 

Written Questions 

Returns to Written Questions 

Repli es to Opening Address 

Petitions 

Reports of Standi ng and Spec i al Conmittees 

Tabl ing of Documents 

Notices of Motion 

Notices of Motion for Fi rst Read i ng of B ill s 

Motions 

Fi rst Read ing of B ills 

Second Read ing of B ills 

Consideration in Committee of the Whol e  of Bills and Other Matters: Bill s 1-87(1)
1 7-87(1 ) ,  

6-87(1),  2-87(1),  17-87(1) , 14-87(1),  25-87(1 ) ,  29-87 (1 ) ,  24-87(1 ) ,  8-87 ( 1 ) ,  30-87(11  



18. Report of Commi ttee of the Whol e 

19. Third Reading of Bi l l s  

20. Orders of the Day 
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MR. SPEAKER : Thank you ,  Mr. Cl erk.  Th i s  House stands adjourned unt i l  Tuesday, March 17th ,  at 1 : 00 
p .m. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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