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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1984 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Ballantyne, Hon. Nellie Cournoyea, Mr. Erkloo, 
Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. Mccallum, Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Hon. Richard 
Nerysoo, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. Pudluk, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Mrs. 
Sorensen, Mr. T'Seleie, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Wah-Shee): Item 2, Members' replies. Are there any replies today? Item 3, 
Ministers' statements. Ms Cournoyea. 

ITEM 3: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Minister's Statement In Response To Petition 3-84(1) 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I would like to make a statement in response to Petition 
3-84(1) that was tabled by Mr. Arlooktoo on February 7th concerning a renewable resources officer 
for Lake Harbour. Recent financial constraints have forced the Department of Renewable Resources 
to consider staffing arrangements in several locations. We do not currently pl an to pl ace an 
officer in Lake Harbour during the 1984-85 fiscal year. The requirement for an officer will be 
reassessed on a yearly basis. Government financial regula_tions do not permit the unsupervised use 
of government buildings due to questions of insurance and liability for accidents. The department 
will, however, explore other means of making the building in Lake Harbour available to residents. 
Option for a lease to the hamlet council or another local organization will be discussed. Regional 
staff of the department will also assist the Lake Harbour Hunters and Trappers Association with the 
preparation of an application for assistance under available grant and loan programs should their 
plan prove to be eligible. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Any further Ministers' statements? Item 4, oral questions. Mr. 
Arlooktoo. 

ITEM 4: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 89-84(1): Use Of Renewable Resources Building, Lake Harbour 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I was just given the Minister's statement. 
My question will be to the Minister of Renewable Resources. The request was they were rather 
concerned because they wanted to have a renewable resources officer and they wanted to be able to 
use the building. I realize and I understand the answer that you gave me, but my question is, if 
they use a house and they do not have a renewable resources officer at Lake Harbour would the 
hunters and trappers be able to use the office? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ms Cournoyea. 



- 450 -

Return To Question 89-84(1): Use Of Renewable Resources Building, Lake Harbour 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, as I had indicated to the Member, Mr. Arlooktoo, the regional 
person who is responsible for that office will be talking to the hunters and trappers to try to 
make available the facilities that are there and discuss with them what exactly they want to do and 
try to work that out. So, Mr. Speaker, we are trying to make the effort to work with the Lake 
Harbour Hunters and Trappers Association to make use of the building. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam Minister. Any further oral questions? Mr. Erkloo. 

Question 90-84(1): Panarctic Request For Federal Funding 

MR. ERKLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the government officials. We 
have just heard in the Inuit Circumpolar Conference, that Panarctic is trying to get some funds 
from the federal government in order to go along with oil exploration routes. Could you indicate 
to me what they plan on doing about this situation? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Speaker, I will take that question as notice and provide a written reply 
for the honourable Member because the question is actually to be directed to the Minister of 
Economic Development and Tourism who is also the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Any further oral questions? Mr. Gargan. 

Question 91-84(1): Koe Go Cho Society, Fort Simpson 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is directed to the Minister of Education and it 
is with regard to the situation in Fort Simpson where the government has taken over the 
administrative control of the Koe Go Cho Society in Fort Simpson. Has the problem been resolved at 
all? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Patterson. 

Return To Question 91-84(1): Koe Go Cho Society, Fort Simpson 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, the Government of the Northwest Territories and my department 
in particular were concerned about certain problems that·existed in the Koe Go Cho residence which 
were drawn to our attention by concerned citizens, parents and even by some members of the Koe Go 
Cho board of directors. We therefore felt it was in the best interest of the children in the 
residence that the management contract with the Koe Go Cho Society, as an interim measure only, be 
withdrawn and that it be taken over by the government for a short period. \�e are very shortly 
going to be meeting and holding workshops with the Koe Go Cho board to acquaint them fully with the 
results of an operational audit that we conducted with a view to getting the operation of the 
residence back on track, so that as soon as possible the management of the hostel can again be 
returned to the Koe Go Cho Society. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Any further oral questions? Item 5, written 
questions. Mr. Gargan. 

ITEM 5: WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Question 92-84(1): Management Of Wood Bison At Fort Providence 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Minister. I read an article in the News/North of Friday, February 17, 
regarding the management plan for wood bison in Fort Providence. I guess the wildlife service 
wants the public to know how the bison herd is going to be managed. My question is to the Minister 
of Renewable Resources. Would the Minister indicate to the House whether any kind of a precedence 
would be given to the people of Fort Providence and, if a final co!'1prehensive document is 
formulated, would it have the final approval of the Fort Providence band before it is implemented. 
After all, it is the community of Fort Providence that is directly involved and will be directly 
affected by any final document. 
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Gargan, is that a written question? Okay, thank you. Any further written 
questions? It.em 6, returns. Mr. Sibbeston. 

ITEM 6: RETURNS 

Return To Question 67-84(1): Street Lights In Pangnirtung 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, this is in response to a written question by Mr. Paniloo 
regarding street lights in Pangnirtung. Street lights are owned and installed in hamlets by OCPC. 
Hamlet councils are billed for street lighting in 12 equal mo,nthly instalments based on total 
annual use, most of which occurs in winter months. Street 1 i ghts are installed with 1 i ght sensors 
which turn on the 1 i ghts as it gets dark and shuts them off again when it is 1 i ght. These 
occasionally malfunction, meaning they do not work, and some lights stay on but this extra energy 
use is pa id by NCPC. I have asked my department officials to bring the matter to the attention of 
Pangnirtung hamlet council as well as NCPC officials to make sure that this does not happen during 
this coming summer. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. Mr. Patterson, under returns. 

Further R eturn To Question 81-84(1): Substitute Teacher For Grade 10, Pangnirtung 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a return to an oral question asked by Mr. 
Paniloo, the honourable Member for Baffin Central, yesterday, concerning a teacher transfer from 
Pangnirtung to Coppermine. The transfer of the teacher from Pangnirtung to Coppent1ine will take 
effect at the beginning of the 1984-85 school year next fall. Initially he was offered the 
position to take effect immediately but this would have pl aced some students at Pangnirtung in 
jeopardy of not qualifying for next years grade 11 program. Thus, the teacher will stay in 
Pangnirtung to the end of the school year. The vacancy in Coppermine will be filled immediately on 
a term basis to the end of their school year. Representatives of the Department of Personnel have 
met with the NWTTA president to discuss midyear teacher transfers. Those discussions are 
continuing and it is anticipated that a final resolution of this problem will be reached soon. 
Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any further returns? 

Item 7, petitions. 

Item 8, reports of standing and special committees. 

Item 9, tabling of documents. Item 10, notices of motion. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

ITEM 10: NOTICES OF MOTION 

Notice Of Motion 22-84(1): Standing Committee On Legislation Terms Of Reference 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to give notice that on Thursday, February 23rd, I 
will move, seconded by the honourable Member for Kitikmeot West, Mr. Pedersen, that the following 
terms of reference be adopted by this Assembly. 

Under the title "Establishment and Membership": That there shall be a standing committee of the 
Legislative Assembly to be known as the standing committee on legislation established according to 
the rules; That the standing committee shall not withstanding the rules consist of 10 Members to be 
appointed by motion of the Legislative Assembly; That the Members of the standing committee shall, 
at the earliest opportunity following their appointment, elect a chairman and deputy chairman from 
their own number; That five Members, including the chairman of the standing committee, shall 
constitute a quorum; That meetings of the standing committee shall be held at the call of the 
Chair. 

Under the title "Responsibilities" the standing committee on legislation shall: al examine such 
matters as may be referred to it by the Legislative Assem!>ly or by the administration; b) review 
all draft legislation prepared for introduction into the Legislative Assembly; cl examine all 
orders and regulations issued by the Commissioner to ensure compliance with the ordinance under 
which they are issued; d) monitor all motions adopted by the Legislative Assembly apparently 
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requ,rrng legislative action; e) review current or proposed legislative policy to the extent it 
deems necessary; f) examine such other matters that, in the opinion of the committee, require 
examination;and g) make a written report to each session of the Legislative Assembly containing the 
observations and recommendations arising from the committee's deliberations. 

Under the title "Conduct of Business": That the standing committee shall conduct its business in a 
manner approved by the Legi sl ati ve Assembly; That the standing committee shall have the power to 
call for such persons, papers and records and to examine witnesses as, in its opinion, are 
necessary to the conduct of its business; That the necessary administrative support shall be 
provided by the Clerk's office of the Legislative Assembly; That the standing committee will obtain 
the funds required to carry out its responsibilities from the appropriations of the Legislative 
Assembly; That the standing committee as a whole, or i ndi vi dual Members, may undertake such travel 
as is required to carry out the assigned responsibilities of the committee; That the standing 
committee be empowered to retain the services of such professional staff as deemed advisable by the 
committee; That the committee have the power to sit during sittings, adjournments antl recesses of 
the House. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motion. Honourable Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I promised Mr. McCallum yesterday I would table a 
document today and I would like to get the permission of the House to go back to that item. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Patterson, we will deal with further notices of motion, if any, and then 
we will return to tabling of documents. Any further notices of motion? Mrs. Sorensen. 

Notice Of Motion 23-84(1): Management And Services Board Appointments 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a notice of motion that I will be requesting 
unanimous consent to proceed with under motions. I give notice that on February 23rd, I will move 
the following motion: Now therefore, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for the High 
Arctic, Mr. Pudluk, that the following Members be appointed to the Management and Services Board of 
this Assembly: Hon. Don Stewart, Hon. Bruce McLaughlin, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Mr. Mike Ballantyne, 
Mr. Red Pedersen. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Any further notices of motion?' Is it agreed that we return to 
Item 9, tabling of documents? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

ITEM 9: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Patterson, proceed. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to table the following document: Tabled 
Document 23-84(1), a letter to the Hon. John Munro from myself dated February 9, 1984, respecting 
the position of the Executive Council on the final agreement between the Government of Canada and 
the Committee for Original Peoples Entitlement. Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, honourable Mr. Patterson. Item 11, notices of motion for first 
reading of bills. Mr. McLaughlin. 

ITEM 11: NOTICES OF MOTION FOR FIRST READING OF BILLS 

Notice·Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 6-84(1): Territorial Parks Ordinance 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to give notice that on Thursday, 
February 23rd, 1984, I shall move that Bill 6-84(1), An Ordinance to Amend the Territorial Parks 
Ordinance, be read for the first time. Mr. Speaker, later today I will be asking for unanimous 
consent to proceed with first reading of that bill. 
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Item 11, notices of motion for first reading of bills. Mr. McLaughlin, we are 
under Item 11. Proceed. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 7-84(1): Petroleum Products Tax Ordinance 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to give notice that on February 23rd, 
1984, I shall move that Bill 7-84(1), An Ordinance to Amend the Petroleum Products Tax Ordinance, 
be read for the first time and I will be asking al so for unanimous consent later in the day to 
proceed with first reading of that bill as well. Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Item 12, motions. Ms Cournoyea. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill B-84(1): Science Advisory Board Ordinance 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Thursday, February 23rd, 1984, I shall 
move that Bill 8-84(1), An Ordinance to Amend the Science Advisory Board Ordinance, be read for the 
first time and, Mr. Speaker, I seek unanimous consent to· proceed with the first reading of the bill 
and I further seek unanimous consent to waive the requirements to have the bill avail able for 
perusal of the Members prior to the giving of the first reading to the bill. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Item 11, notices of motion for first reading of bills. Item 12, motions. 
Honourable Mr. McLaughlin. 

ITEM 12: MOTIONS 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask unanimous consent at this time to 
proceed with first reading of Bill 6-84(1), An Ordinance to Amend the Territorial Parks Ordinance. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. McLaughlin, that will come under Item 13. That does not come under 
motions. Motions. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: I request unanimous consent to deal with my motion concerning appointments to the 
Management and Services Board, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Unanimous consent has been requested. Is it agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any nays? Proceed, Mrs. Sorensen. 

Motion 23-84(1): Management And Services Board Appointments, Carried 

MRS. SORENSEN: Mr. Speaker: 

WHEREAS this Assembly is required to appoint Members to the Management and Services Board in 
accordance with section 24(2) of the Council Ordinance; 

AND WHEREAS the Management and Services Board is required to be appointed at the first session 
of each Legislature; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for High Arctic, Mr. Pudluk, that the 
following Members be appointed to the Management and Services Board of this Assembly; Hon. D. 
Stewart, Hon. B. McLaughlin, Hon. N. Sibbeston, Mr. M. Ballantyne and Mr. R. Pedersen. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: To the motion. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion is in order. Question has been called. Those in favour of the 
motion please indicate. Thank you. Those against, if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Any further motions? Item 13, first reading of bills. Honourable Mr. McLaughlin. 

ITEM 13: FIRST READING OF BILLS 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to ask unanimous consent at this time 
to proceed with first reading of Bill 6-84(1), An Ordinance to Amend the Territorial Parks 
Ordinance. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Unanimous consent is being requested. Are you agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any nays? Proceed, Mr. McLaughlin. 

First Reading Of Bill 6-84(1): Territorial Parks Ordinance 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Iqaluit, that Bill 6-84(1), An Ordinance to Amend the Territorial Parks Ordinance, be read for the 
first time. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All those in favour of first reading of Bill 6-84(1)? All those opposed, if 
any? Bill 6-84(1) has had first reading. 

---Carried 

First reading of bills. Mr. McLaughlin. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would al so like to ask unanimous consent at this 
time from the House to proceed with first reading of Bill 7-84(1), An Ordinance to Amend the 
Petroleum Products Tax Ordinance. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Unanimous consent is being requested for Bill 7-84(1). Are you agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any nays? Proceed, Mr. McLaughlin. 

First Reading Of Bill 7-84(1): Petroleum Products Tax Ordinance 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Iqaluit, that Bill 7-84(1), An Ordinance to Amend the Petroleum Products Tax Ordinance, be read for 
the first time. 

MP.. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. All those in favour? Could you indicate once more, please, all 
those in favour? Thank you. All those opposed, if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 
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Bill 7-84(1) has had first reading . First reading of bills , Ms Cournoyea. 

HON. NELLIE CO UR NO YEA : I move , seconded by the honourable Member for Mac kenzie Delta , that Bi 1 1  
8-84(1) , An Ordinance to Amend the Science Advisory Board Ordinance,  be read for the first time. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Could I have unanimous consent to waive the rule? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Ms Cournoyea , please proceed . 

First Reading O f  Bill 8-84(1) : Science Advisory Board Ordinance 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA : Mr. Speaker ,  I move , seconded by the honourable Member for Mackenzie Delta , 
that Bill 8-84(1) , An Ordinance to Amend the Science ' Advisory Board Ordinance ,  be read for the 
first time. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Thank you. All those in favour of Bill 8-84(1 ) ?  Thank you. Opposed , if  
any? Bill 8-84(1) has had first reading. 

---Carried 

Item 14, second reading of bills. Honourable Mr. McLaughlin. 

ITEM 14 : SECOND READING OF BILLS 

Second Reading O f  Bill 5-84(1) : Y oung O ffenders Ordinance 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Thank you , Mr. Speaker. I move , seconded by the honourable Member for 
Iqaluit , that Bill 5-84 ( 1) , An Ordinance Respecting Young Offenders and the Young Offenders Act 
(Canada) , be read for the second time. The purpose of this bill , Mr . Speaker , i s  to establish 
procedures for dealing with offences committed by young persons against territorial ordinances and 
regulations and municipal by-laws ; to provide complementary legislation to the Young O ffenders Act 
(Canada) to c arry out certain provisions of that act that affect the Northwest Territories ; and to 
provide for amendments to other ordinances consequential to the enactment of this ordinance ,  
namely , Child Welfare Ordinance, Fine Option Ordinance,  Interpretation Ordinance, Justices of the 
Peace Ordinance , Legal Services Ordinance ,  Magistrate ' s  Court Ordinance , Summary Conviction 
Procedures Ordinance and Territorial Court Ordinance . Mr. Speaker , copies of the bill in imperfect 
form were distributed to Members yesterday and the bill in its final form is physically being 
c arried over to the House at this moment. It should be here in about five minutes for 
distribution. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : To the principle of the bill. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Question. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Question has been called. All those in favour of the motion? Thank you. 
Opposed , if any? Thank you. Bill 5-84(1) has had second reading. Mr. McLaughlin. 

---Carried 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Yes, Mr. Speaker , I would like at this time to move Bill 5-84(1) be  
forwarded to the committee of the whole for its consideration. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr. Mc laughlin , you do not have to make such a motion. It automatically goes 
to the committee of the whole. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN : Thank you. 
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MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Item 15, consideration in committee of the whole of bills and other matters . 
Bill 1-84(1); Tabled Document 4-84(1) ;  Bills 2-84(1), 3-84(1), 4-84(1), 5 -84(1), with Mr . Gargan i n  
the chair. 

ITEM 15: CONS IDERATION  I N  COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF B ILLS AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEEDI NGS IN COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONS IDER BILL 1-84(1), APPROPR IAT ION ORD INANCE, 1984-85 ; 
TABLED DOCUMENT 4-84(1), 1984-85 MA I N  EST I MATES 

Department Of Education 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan)-: The committee will now come to order . Is it agreed that the Minister bring 
in his witnesses? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr . Minister . For the record, would the Minister introduce his witnesses . 
Thank you. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman . I have with me my deputy minister, Mr. Brian 
Lewis, and chief of finance, Mr . Art Nutt . 

Schools, Total O And M 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): We were on page 16 . 05 from yesterday . Mrs . Lawrence. 

MRS . LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to make clarification on that comment I m ade 
yesterday . Apparently it got back to the community all completely different fran what I had said 
to the headquarters . I f  they are not too clear on  what I am saying, they can ask questions and I 
will make it cl ear to them . The program I am r ferri ng to is called CCD program, Can adian 
community development program. Tha t  is teaching children in school craft skills, gym, and 
nutrition .  The funding will be cut off at the end of March, 1984. That was funded under the C E I C  
program. Now, that program has been very successful. Therefore will the Minister consider funding 
this program to carry it right until the end of the school year, June, 1984? This has nothing to 
do with adult education . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Gargan): Mr . Minister . 

HON. DENNI S PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, this is the first that I have heard about this program. I do 
not know what it would cost or how it works. But, yes, we would look at it a nd look at the cost 
and see if we could find a way to support it . 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank  you, Mr. Minister. Mrs . Lawrence. 

MRS . LAWRENC E: Thank you, that is all I wa nted to know. 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr . Mccallum . 

Teacher Certification 

MR . McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I recognize that we were on page 16 . 05 but I would like to ask a 
question on page 16 . 04 on the administration .  It deals with the teacher certification a nd the 
Minister recognizes and knows of the question. I ,  as well as other Members of this House and other 
people have wri tten the Minister about the issue of teacher certification. Certification of people 
who have been in the employ of the government as teachers for a period of time but because of 
circumstances, not the least of course would be that we are somehow leading a political life, have 
been refused permanent certification. On an application it has been indicated that they would be 
able to receive an interim certification . For a number of people this represents a kind o f  
insult. I wo nder if th!! Minister would be able to indicate to me j ust the status of that request, 
now. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr . Minister. 
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HON . DENN I S  PATTERSON : Ye s ,  Mr . Cha i rman , very bri efl y .  I do l ook to the teac her certi fi cati o n  
board for adv i ce  o n  teacher certi f i cat i on i n  the Northwe st Terri tor i e s , al though I do  reta i n  
u l t imate authori ty o f  teacher certi fi c ati on ,  a s  Mi n i ster o f  Educati on . The peti ti o n  the Member 
re fers to , wh i ch was s i gned by a n umber of per son s  in that part i cu l ar c ategory ,  was re ferred to the 
teac her certi fi cati on board and cons i dered by them l ate l a st  month . Un fo rtunatel y ,  they di d not 
see any meri t in mak i ng the change s  recommended to al l ow once acti ve , b ut now i nact i ve q ual i fi ed 
teachers to get permanent  certi fi c ati on . However , s i  nee  the board met I have con s i dered the i ssue 
aga i n  mysel f .  I have l ooked aga i n  at the repre sentat i ons  made by the fo rmer teac hers concern ed and 
I am happy to tel l the Member that  I have dec i ded that ,  subj ect to certa i n  rea sonab l e 
qual i f i cat i o n s ,  I wi l l  be rev i s i ng the c erti f i cat ion  system by regu l at i on to al l ow permanent 
certi fi c ati o n  fo r former qual i fi ed teac hers  in  that  category , but I bel i eve  they must be  res i dents  
now of the  Northwest Terri tor i e s . I be l i eve tha t ,  as wel l ,  there s houl d be a l imi t on the per i od 
of  former serv i c e .  I t  makes  sen se to m e  and I am go i ng to rev i se the regu l ati ons  s o  tha t  we woul d 
al l ow persons who h ad ta ught for two years s i  nee the Northwest Terri tor i  es a s s umed j uri sd i  ct i o n  
over educati on . Those wou l d b e  the qual i fi c ati on s , subj ect of course , to appl i c ati o n  and the usual  
fee be i ng req u i red by per sons who wi sh to obta i n  permanent certi f i cat ion . 

I tru st that wi l l  an swer the concerns of the Member on that part i cu l ar c l ass  of teachers who I know 
fel t qu i te strong l y  about the appearance of thi s dual  sys tem . So , I wi l l  rev i se the reg u l ati on s . 
I i n tend to work wi th the teacher c erti f i cat ion  board a nd I s howed them a copy of the proposed 
rev i si on s  but I am confi den t tha t  they wi l l  accept my di recti on  in that regard . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank  you , Mr . Mi n i ster . Mr . Mccal l um .  

M R .  McCALLUM : Mr . Cha i rman , I a pprec i ate the po si ti o n  tha t  the Mi n i ster i s  go i ng to take and I can  
on ly  say that that  i s  on ly  a propos a nd c ommend h i m  for that  posi t i o n . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you , Mr .  McCal l um .  Mrs .  Sorensen . 

MRS .  SORENSE N :  Thank you ,  Mr . Cha i rman . Yes ,  I wou l d  l i ke more i n fo rmati on wi th res pect to the 
actual i s suance of a permanent certi fi c ate to a teacher . I wonder , Mr . Mi n i ster , i f  yo u coul d 
de scr i be for me what that certi f i cate mean s ,  what i t  prov i des for the teacher . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rga n ) :  Mr . Mi n i ster . 

HON .  DENN IS  PATTERSON :  Perhaps , Mr.  Cha i rma n ,  the best way of an sweri ng that q uest i on wou l d be to 
start off by cl ar i fyi ng  what  the certi fi c ate does not mean . I t  does not mean  tha t  a teacher wi th a 
permanent certi f i cate i s  guaranteed empl oyment .  A teacher wi th a permanent certi f i cate wou l d s t i l l 
have to appl y i n  due course and be accepted fo r a po s i ti on . However , the permanen t  certi fi c ate 
does general ly  i nd i cate that a teacher has  a val  id acceptab l e u n i versi ty degree i n  educat ion and 
ha s had two years , at l east , of sati sfacto ry teachi ng  exper i ence in  the Northwe st Terr i to r i e s . 
That sati s fac tory experi ence must be atte sted to by a s u peri ntendent or by an acceptabl e sen i o r  
educati on  person . Thank you . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Thank  you ,  Mr . Mi n i ster . Mrs . Soren sen . 

MRS . SORENS E N : I n  the nurs i ng  profe s s i o n , Mr . Cha i rman , we have someth i ng that  i s  somewha t  s im i l ar 
i n  that you c an apply for a nd rece i ve the r i ght to n urse i n  the Northwest Terri tori e s .  B u t ,  i f  you 
are out of nursi ng fo r more than  fi ve  years  you are requ i red to go back and obta i n  a refresher 
course or be abl e to demon strate that you h ave put i n  X n umber of sh i fts , a sh i ft be i ng an e i ght  or  
1 2  hour  day over so  many days in  tha t  fi ve year per i od . Doe s  a teacher hav e to do  the same i n  the 
Northwest Terri tor i  es?  Do you h ave s uch thi ngs as re fre sher courses for those teachers who may 
have a permanen t certi fi cate ,  who may have demonstrated that  they are capab l e of teach i ng in a two 
year peri od b ut who have not ta ught s i nce the t ime that the terri tori al g overnment took over the 
educ ati on  i n  the Northwe st Terr i to ri e s  wh i c h  is  1 0  to 13 years ago? It may even be l onger I am not 
qu i te s ure . I s  there s uch a thi ng a s  a refresher course that ex i sts i n  the teach i ng profe s s i on?  
If  not ,  i s  it  somethi ng  tha t we shou l d be  l ook i ng at? 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Mr . Mi n i ster . 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTERSON : Mr . Cha i rman , I suppose tha t  rel ate s  di rectl y to the i ssue rai sed by the 
honourabl e Member for Sl ave R i ver a few moments ago . I n i ti al l y ,  the teacher certi f i cat i on board 
had requ i red that persons  who had been out of teac h i ng fo r  some ti me be gi ven onl y an i n ter im  
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eertifi cate and that they woul d have to satisfactoril y teach again for another two years before 
being given a pennanent c ertificate. However, there is a sc hool of thought in education, I 
bel ieve, that says onc e a teac her al ways a teac her and once a qual ified teac her al ways a qual ified 
teac her. A teac her who comes back into the system after perhaps a period of absence, has a 
profe ssional duty to become reacquainted with the curricul um if it has changed sinc e that teac her 
l eft. So to answer the Member's question, there is no requirement for a re fre sher course and , 
al though I had considered it, it is not something that is pl anned at the moment in that I bel ieve 
that teac hing skil l s  are general skil l s . They do not require updating once l earned, in my view, 
and they may be different from, for exampl e, the heal th care fiel d where actual technique s do 
c hange. I may wel l receive different advice on this, but this is my current view and I woul d point 
out to the Member that again just having a permanent certificate does not mean that a fo nner 
teacher wil l be hired. It is up to the hiring authority to determine that that teacher is 
qual ified to do the particul ar j ob in that particul ar sc hool . I am confident that our hiring and 
our probationary provisions woul d ensure that we do have teachers in the system who are capabl e of 
doing the j ob required. Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr . Minister. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Maybe the Minister, Mr . Chairman, coul d enl ighten me on what kind of eval uation 
process  teachers have to go through during that two year period. You have mentioned that the 
superintendent is invol ved and does have to authorize the is suance of the permanent certificate but 
do we as a government have an e stabl ished pol icy and procedure whereby we fol l ow the progre ss of a 
new teac her through that two year period, whereby periodic eval uations are taken and whereby a fil e 
is kept on t hose eval uations or is it entirel y l eft up to each superinte ndent in the sc hool s? What 
i s  the process  for the two year eval uation? 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

Superintendent Responsibl e For Eval uation 

HON .  DENNIS  PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, ye s, it basical l y  is a responsibil ity of the superintendent 
of education. May I say to the Member that in the NWT and indeed al l across the country I think 
there is a growing interest in and emphasis on eval uation of programs, teachers and students. With 
regard to students, we see the devel opment of examinations which have been introduced now into the 
Territories as a resul t of initiatives from Al berta and, as I mentioned ye sterday, we are reviewing 
now, with the participation of the teac hers as sociation, our procedures and pol icies on eval uation 
to ensure that superintendents are disc harging their responsibil itie s adequatel y because I think 
that there has been concern expres sed that in some instances teachers have not been given the sort 
of rigorous eval uation that the publ ic expects. So this is under active review and I hope that our 
eval uation procedures now in pl ace can be improved and I bel ieve that the teachers association is 
conc erned with that and agrees  with that approac h .  Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: I gue s s  then, Mr. Chairman, if I read between the l ines what you are saying is that 
you are not satis fied with the eval uation procedures that you now have and that you are reviewing 
them in order to update them. I woul d be very interested in receiving infonnation on your review 
and on what measures you wil l be taking to improve this system of eval uation . I am very concerned 
personal l y. I have three chil dren in the education system, al though my chil dren are in a sc hool 
board system and not in a territorial sc hool . As a parent I feel that I have simil ar concerns to 
other parents throughout the North with re spect to the qual ity of teac hers that are teac hing in our 
sc hool s and I know al l parents woul d j oin with me in saying that our government must have a good 
eval uation system, one that we can rel y on as parents and one that we can feel comfortabl e with in 
sending our c h 1 l dren to be taught by the teachers in our territorial sc hool s . 

I guess  I refer to the situation in Al berta where it was discovered in fact a teacher was teaching 
thing s in the sc hool that were in opposition to what the Al berta sc hool system stood for and in 
fact in opposition to what the parents, or the maj ority at l east of parents, in that community 
stood for. I refer now to the Keegstra affair. I am not sugge sting that simil ar thing s are 
happening in the NWT but it occurs to me that if we do not have a thorough and comprehensive review 
of the two year eval uation process  of the two years that a teacher is in our system, because we do 
not have refresher courses, because we are now al l owing teachers who have been out of the system 
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for severa l years to have a permanent certi fi c ate , i f  they app l y  and are accep ted to ge t back i n to 
the system we s hou l d make sure that the two years they have taken i n  the system to obta i n the i r 

permanent certi fi cate are va l uabl e years i n  term s of our own ev a l ua ti on of them . 

I ag ree somewhat wi th the Mi n i ster ' s ob servati ons about the differenc es between teachers and 
nurses . The n urs i ng profe s s i on ,  and i ndeed the med i c a l profes s i o n i s  a chang i ng pro fes s i on and 
procedures and drug s are constant l y  chang i ng ,  but I do have some concerns i n  th i s  area becau se I 
c an see that because of tec hno l og i c a l cha nge , the i n troduc tion of the computers i n to the sc hoo l 
sys tem -- and I see tha t as bei ng somewh a t  mass i ve i n  the very near fu ture - - tha t a who l e new way 
of teac hi ng i s  goi ng to be brought abo ut a nd I wou l d not see tbe NW T be i ng 1 eft beh i nd i n  tha t 
who l e tec hno l og i c a l change ei ther . Ju st becau se we are i so l ated , j ust because we ha ve l e s s  numbers 
of students we s hou l d not fa il to i n troduce new concepts of te ac hi ng a nd new fac i l i ti es to enhance 
the t eac hi ng profe ss i on .  

I ntroducti on O f  C ompu ter P ro grams 

Tha t l ead s me to ano ther que sti on . I n  the Ye l l owk n i fe sc hoo l s we are now i n troduc i ng compu te rs and 
comp uter te ac h i ng to the studen ts . In fact there i s  q u i te a c ompre hen s i ve program be i ng deve l o ped 
i n  the sepa rate sc hoo l sys tem , i n  St . Pa t ' s ,  whe re i n  fac t they hav e a teac her who i s  teac h i ng 
prog ramm i ng to student s .  I t  i s  not o n l y  the b r i ght stu den ts , a nd i t  i s  not o n l y  tho se stu dents wh o 
a re be i ng rewa rded who are ab l e  to ta ke pa rt i n  th a t  prog ram , i t  i s  a l l stude n t s  tha t are ab l e  to . 
I am wo nderi ng i f  i n  o ur own terri to r i a l sc hoo l s whether we h ave ye t i n trod uc ed c omp u te rs . I f  we 
h av e , un der wh a t  proc ed ure and sy s tem s and teac her ed uc ati o n , te ac he r upg rad i ng are we i n trod uc i ng 
the c omp u ter te ac h i ng a nd ,  i f  we h ave not , do we h ave any i n ten t i on s  of do i ng so ? Th ank you , Mr . 
Cha i rman . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rg an ) : Mr . Mi n i ste r .  

HON . DE NN I S  PATTER SON : Ye s ,  Mr . Ch a i rm an . F i r stl y ,  I wo u l d be pl e a sed to prov i de the Membe r wi th 
i n fo rma t i on o n  the r ev i ew o f  o ur ev a l ua t io n  p o l i c i e s a nd proc ed u re s ,  wh i ch a s  I say , i s  ac t i v e l y 
u n d er way an d i s  a conc ern o f  m i n e . May I say th a t  a s  fa r as qu al i ty  of teac he r s  i s  co nc e r n ed i n  
t he NWT when o n e  l o o k s  a t  the 1 ev el  o f  ed uc a t i  on a nd ex per i e nce , o ur te ac hers c om p are m uc h  more 
fa v o u rab l y  th a n  mo st j u r i sd i c t i o n s  i n  the co un try . Th ey ar e bette r ed uc a ted  an d be tte r ex pe r i enc ed 
on av er age . We te nd to h i re ex pe r i e nc ed ,  we l l - ed uc a ted te ac hers ra t her than te ac h e rs who h av e  
l it tl e ex pe r i e n c e  or  wh o ha ve the mo re b a s i c 1 e ve l  of educ a ti o n . B u t  th i s  i s  no t to say th at  ou r 
ev al ua t i on proc edure s c a n not be i mprov ed .  I th i nk the d e p a rtment  ag rees wi th the Memb e r  b ec a u se we 
have  ta ken  th a t  i n i ti a ti v e .  

N o w  as  fa r a s  c omputer s  are concerned we have  1 6 7  c ompute r s  i n  pl ace i n  sc hool s i n  al l reg i o n s  of 
the NWT ,  a nd we are aware of the need to p rov i de s u ppo rt to te achers who may not be fam i 1 i ar w i th 
the se l ea r n i ng dev i c e s . Ou r ba s i c  ph i l osophy has  been  to prov i de studen t s  wi th an oppo rtun i ty  to 
devel op c omp u ter  1 i te r a cy .  We h ave not yet ta ken the s tep of u s i ng c omp u ters to ac tual l y  te ac h 
studen ts and  i n deed i n  attend i n g  meeti ng s  of the Co unc i l  of Educ a ti o n  Mi n i ste r s  i n  Canada  i t  seem s 
fr001 the exper i e nce i n  other prov i nces wh i c h  i n  s ome c a ses have re al l y  p l u nged whol e s a l e  i n to  i t , 
i t  mus t  be approac hed  wi th some degree of cauti on . So o ur  approac h  ha s been computer  1 i te racy and 
we h ave a s s i g ned a m ember o f  the headquarters sta ff to the ta sk  of prov i d i ng support to sc hoo l s 
tha t  are i n terested i n  purc ha s i ng  computers , prov i d i ng adv i c e  on so ftware . We are a member  of 
n at i onal and i ndeed North Amer i c an c omputer software c l ear i ng hou ses so that we can have acce s s  to 
the be st  programs  that  are be i ng devel oped and changed . Mr . Sm i th al so spe n d s  a great dea l  of h i s 
t ime tr av e l l i ng i n  the reg i on s ,  prov i d i ng workshops at profe s s  i o n  al devel opment con ferences or at  
i nd i v i dua l  sc hoo l s so that  teac hers can  fi nd  out  how to use the se mi c rocomputers . I ho pe tha t  
an swers the Member ' s  questi on . Thank you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rga n ) :  Thank you , Mr . M i n i s ter . Quest i on s , c omments? Mrs . Soren sen . 

B reakfa st  And  L u nch P rograms  I n  School s 

MRS .  SORENSE N :  I know that the q ue st i on  of sc hool 1 u nch programs a nd the prov, s 1 0n of break fa s t  
for sc hool ch i l d ren ha s come u p  before , and i n deed I bel i eve  i t  comes up regu l arl y over the years . 
Do we have a ny school s now i n  the Terr i  tor i  e s ,  i ndependent of the sc hool board school s ,  that 
prov i de e i ther a breakfa st program or a sc hool l un ch  program that  are sponsored by the terr i tor i al  
government fu nds?  
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CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr . Mi n i ster . 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTERSON : Mr . Cha i rman , at the r i sk of so und i ng  l i ke Ronal d Reagan , we have 
di scouraged sc hool l unch programs , at  l ea st supported by p ubl ic fund s ,  s i mp ly  bec a u se we have fel t 
that our pr imary ob l i gati o n  i s  to put our resources i n to feedi ng the chi  1 dren ' s mi nds  rather than  
the i r  mouth s ,  as  i t  were . I t  i s  a paren tal obl i gat ion to prov i de c h i l dren wi th breakfast and 
l unch . I f  the government or th i s educ ati on  system takes over th i s re spo nsi b i l i ty it  may i ndeed be 
a further ero s i on of the fami l y  un i t wh i ch i s  a c h a rge that i s  often made aga i n st the government ,  
parti cu l arl y i n  nati ve  commun i ti e s .  So , to make a l ong sto ry short we do not support sc hool l unch  
programs wi th publ ic  fu nds except i n  s i tuations  where the c h i l dren are  b u s s ed to sc hool a nd  
prov i ded l unch  at sc hool beca use i t  i s  easi er to do  that tha'n to bus  them bac k . Rae-Edzo comes  to 
mi nd as  one c ommuni ty where that occ urs . As wel l ,  for the hostel re s i dents i n  the h i gh sc hool i n  
Frob i sher Bay , they are g iven  l unch  on  tha t  bas i s .  

We hav e ,  i n  the amendments  to the Educati on  Ord i nance  pa ssed by the N i n th Assembl y ,  adm i tted tha t  
i t  may b e  pos s i bl e  for d i v i s i on al boards to es tab l i sh a sc hool l u nch program i f  i ndeed they feel 
that they can change the i r  pr i or i  ti es away from wi th i n  the cl ass room , to the se ki nd s  of program s 
wh i ch are not real l y  educati onal i n  nature . But the government i tsel f has re si sted fundi ng these 
prog rams di rectl y .  Si mpl y bec ause we cannot affo rd i t .  Thank  you .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Th ank  you ,  Mr . Mi n i ster . Mrs . Soren sen . 

MRS . SORENSEN : I n  some sc hool s there i s  food av ai l abl e to be purcha sed at cost , fo r i nstanc e , 
sandw iches , m i l k ,  j u i c e ,  becau se i t  i s  rec ogn i zed that student s  - - and  I wou l d take i t  i n  many 
commu n i t i e s  the same si tuati on  ex i sts - - seem to have money but they do not ei ther have the 
opportuni ty to s pend that mon ey through the p urc ha se of nutri t ional food i n  the l oc al g rocery store 
or  the l ocal  canteen or they spend  it on chi ps and pop .  A great number of ch i l dren do have dol l a rs 
to s pend . Has the Department of Educat ion  l ooked at the pos s i b i l i ty of prov i d i ng ,  at co st ,  
sandwi che s  and  other types of dri n k s  of a nutr i ti onal  basi s to  ch i l dren i n  sc hool s a s  an  
al ternat i ve to  prov i d i ng it  for free? 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Mr.  Mi n i ster . 

HON .  DEN N IS PATTERSO N :  Mr . Cha i nnan , we encourage student counc i l s to set up opportun i ti es for 
purc ha se of snacks  i n  sc hool s and i f  they can make a smal l profi t on i t  then so muc h  the better . I 
th i nk thi s i s  what happens i n  Yel l owkn i fe and a n umber of other sc hool s i n  var i ous parts of the 
Terri tori e s .  We certa i n l y  give tha t  our support . Al so , if  commun i ti e s are wi l l i ng to ra i se money 
from other sources to prov i de school l unches then I th i nk the atti tude of our department i s  to do 
everyth i ng po ss i b l e to hel p such a prog ram to ex i st and encourage the use of the sc hool fo r i t .  So 
we do support sc hool l unches on those b a ses where the i n i ti ati ve i s  taken e i ther by the studen t 
counc i l  or the commun i ty .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank  you ,  Mr . Mi n i ster . Mrs . Soren sen . 

MRS . SORENSEN : On another matter , i t  i s  my understand i ng that  a sc hool , i f  supported by the 
commun i ty ,  or d i rected by the c ommun i ty ,  can take i ts hours of open i ng a nd cl o s i ng on any one day , 
a s  l ong as i t  i s  consi stent , and move  them . Trad i ti onal l y  a sc hool opens  at 9 : 00 a .m .  and cl oses  
a t  3 : 30 o r  4 : 00 p .m .  Do  we h ave terri tor i al schoo l s that  are i n  fact  operati ng on  di fferent hours  
than the tradi ti o nal hours?  How many sc hool s ,  i f  so , and what are  the i r  l ocati o n s ?  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Garg an ) :  Mr . Mi n i ster . 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTERSON : Mr . Cha i rman , we do not have that i n formati on  here . We do not record that  
i n formation  because it  i s  an i n i ti at i ve that  c an be taken l oc al l y .  One exampl e does c ome to m i nd .  
I do not know i f  i t  i s  sti l l the si tuati on  but I know that  i n  the commun i ty of Pau l atuk they 
started school a s  l a te a s  1 0 : 30 a .m .  i n  the morn i ng .  Of course , they stayed i n  sc hool l ater , when 
I v i s i ted there several years  ago .  Tha t  i s  the onl y one I can  th i n k of . It i s  a matter of l oc al 
dec i s i on maki ng and a s  l o ng a s  they p ut i n  the necessary hours we are not real l y  fussy about whe n  
school starts . I n  fact ,  i n  Pau l atuk i t  seemed to be .work i ng qu i te wel l .  I know tha t  after the 
c hange was made to a l a ter start i n  the sc hool day a ttendance d id  improve . Thank you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you , Mr . M i n i ster . Mrs . Soren sen . 
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Communicating Successful I nnovations 

MRS . SORENSEN :  Mr . Minister, you have indicated then over the last li ttle while that we do have 
some schools that are providing, through their student councils, 1 unches that can be purchased. 
You have also indi cated that we have some schools, or at least one, Paulatuk, that has recognized 
that perhaps a later time to start could i mprove attendance and has done so. What mechanism does 
the Department of Education use to alert other areas, other educational societies, other 
communit ies, of these success stories and what mechani sm do you use to ind i cate to c ommunit i es that  
perhaps are not as soph i sti cated as Paulatuk i n  being able to say to  its teachers, "Let us work 
together and i mprove the attendance .  Maybe this i s  one way we could do it by opening later in the 
day"?  What mechani sm do we have, because we are so large and because our schools are so isolated 
from each other and our teachers are so isolated from each other al though I do understand they get 
together from time to time? What mechanism do we use in the Department of Education to talk about 
the success stories and to encourage other c ommuni ties to perhaps try these kinds of experiments to 
improve the attendance of the students and to perhaps even improve the morale in a communi ty with 
respect to its school and teacher relationship and school and community relationship? 

C HA IRMAN { Mr.  Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENN IS PATTERSON: Mr . Chai rman, I think ultimately a group like an association of school 
trustees, which we do not yet have in the Northwest Territories, would provi de one opportunity for 
that kind of exchange of success stories and successful innovat i ons . Of course we do bring the 
superi ntendents together and even at regi onal teachers conferences I assume quite a bit of that 
kind of exchange takes place i nformally. To answer the Member ' s  quest i on, as far as the Ministry 
i s  concerned, thi s  was precisely what I i ntended with the newspaper, Education Focus, which I had 
establi shed late in the li fe of the Ninth Assembly and whi ch I told the honourable Member for Foxe 
Basin I was going to conti nue. I thi nk that such a newspaper which would go to all parts of the 
Northwest Terri tori es, would be a very good way of communicat i ng these success stories and al so 
i nforming commun it ies of programs that they might consi der . I intend the newspaper to be a means 
of promoting educat ion generally and promoti ng better · c ommunication between far-flung communities 
who often have the same pro bl ems but are not aware of what each other is doing . So, I am getti ng 
more inspiration from the Member to make this newspaper a 1 i vely means of communicating these 
ideas . I have been inspired too, to make sure that an article on flexible school hours is included 
so that situat ions li ke the one i n  Paulatuk, which I thought was innovative, can be shared with 
other communi ties . I thank the Member for that advice. 

C HA IRMAN { Mr .  Gargan): Thank you, Mr . Mini ster . General comments. Mr . McCallum . 

Ratio Of  Support Staff I n  Schools 

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, questions relating to the schools activity, on page 16 . 05. I am 
having a little difficulty with some of the figures that are there . On page 16 . 0 5  it says person 
years conti nuing, 858. 5 so I take it that either that fi gure or the fi gure on page 16. 02 which says 
838. 5 must be a mi stake . I do not know which is correct . Regardless, the Mi nister indicated 
yesterday, Mr . Chai rman, that there were 602 teachers and 131 CAs . Regardless of the figure used 
858 . 5  or 838. 5, I take it the remaining number involved with schools are for support staff .  I 
wonder i f  the Mini ster could indicate then, is there a formula in effect si milar to the 
pupi l/teacher rat io  that determines the number of support staff the school may have? I f  so, would 
he indicate what it is? 

C HA IRMAN { Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr. Mi nister. 

HON. DENN IS PA HERSON: Yes, Mr. Chairman. We do have standards for support staff. One of them I 
can cite to the Member is that we allocate one janitor for 13, 500 square feet of area, and the rule 
that we use with secretaries is that i f  there is an assi stant principal and a principal the school 
is provided wi th a secretary, but if there is j ust a pri ncipal we provi de funds for casual 
secretarial service on an hourly basis accord i ng to the requi rements and the si ze of the school. 
We do try and achieve uni formity in that regard . Thank you . 

C HA IRMAN { Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr . Mi nister. Mr . Mccal lum. 

MR. McCALLUM: 
$11, 873, 000. 
contribut ions 
i n  the two? 

Just on the same page, 16.0 5, I note that grants and contributions total 
On the grants and contributions detail on pages 16. 09 and 16. 10 the total grants and 
are $14, 601, 000 .  Could the Minister, Mr. Chairman, just indicate why the difference 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) :  Mr. Minister . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Ye s, Mr. Chairman. The reason for the discrepancy is that the $1 1 . 8  
mil l ion mentioned on page 1 6. 0 5  in grants and contributions rel ates only to schools ; whereas on 
pages 16. 09 and 1 6. 10 we have grants and contributions from al l departments incl uding the 
administration where the indigenous l anguage fund and the Terry Fox Foundation, e tc . ,  are 
administered and as wel l continuing education where certain adul t education programs are funded by 
grants and contributions. So that is why it is a l arger amount at the end of the budge t .  Thank 
you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Any general comments? Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Mr. Minister, you indicated in your opening statement that the attendance rate s 
were improving, but not yet to a l ev el that we coul d be proud of in the Northwe st Territories. It 
is my understanding that the Education Ordinance al lows  for communitie s through the l ocal education 
authorities to e stabl ish a truant officer. Do we have areas where they have e stal i shed such a 
person yet? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

Provision Of Attendance Officers 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, it is true that the ordinance provides an attendance officer 
where compulsory attendance regul ations are in effect, but there are no school districts at the 
moment where compul sory attendance regulations are in effect. Therefore, there are no place s  where 
there are attendance officers. I should say, however, that I had received through the previou s 
member for Foxe Basin a request from the community of Igl ool ik to impl ement compul sory attendance 
regul ations and I did draft compulsory attendance regulations for that community which their 
education society is now reviewing. I do intend to proceed with compul sory attendance reg ulations 
in that community and el sewhere where it may be requested, but the Member may wel l know that it is 
a very controversial issue in some communitie s. Peopl e fee l  that still it is unfair to fine 
parents who, for whatever reason, refuse to send their chil dren to school . So I have been 
approaching the matter with some caution and real l y  on the basis of community initiatives.  Whil e I 
do bel ieve that compulsory attendance regu l ations and truant officers have their pl ace, I am still 
convinced that the best way of improving attendance is by inspiring people to bel ieve in the val ue 
of an education and to send their children to school becau se they want to, not becau se of the 
threat of fines  or court action or even a truant officer . The Member is ouite correct. The 
provision is avail abl e. However, I am not s ure if the funding that we have e stablished by policy 
wil l satisfy many communities. I bel ieve  the l evel  is $ 1 000 per year that we have establ ished in 
our present pol icies and the indications I have got in discus sing this matter with some communitie s 
are that they envisage ful l - time truant officers which would burden our budget if it became a 
widespread practice. Thank you .  

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. We  wil l continue with questions after coffee for 
15 minutes. 

---SHORT RECESS 

The committee wil l now come to order. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: I believe we were talkin9 about the ability of a community to ask for reg ul ations 
to be put into effect by the government which woul d authorize and al low them to hire and pay for a 
truancy officer. I gue s s  I go back to my previou s  question with respect to infonnati on. Do al l 
the communities in the Northwest Terri tori e s  and the peopl e that are involved in those communitie s 
with the operation of the school real ize that they can ask for that kind of a regul ation and that 
the government wil l respond? Is infonnation getting down to the individuals who must do the 
requesting? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, I think that probabl y not all communitie s are aware of this. 
It was a very l arge is s ue I understand when the Education Ordinance was pas sed and when this 
provision was put in the ordinance but I would say many communities may not know about it. 
Certainl y Igl ool ik knew about it becau se they asked me to have the regul ations drawn up, but this 
is perhaps another thing that should be put in the education newspaper that I started. 
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CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank  you , Mr . M i n i ster . Mrs . Soren sen . 

MRS . SORENSEN : You had ment i oned , Mr . Mi n i s ter , tha t  the re wa s some concern about  the $ 1 000 p e r  
year a s ,  I gues s ,  an honorari um for s u c h  a po s i t i on . I am not s u re whether  I u ndersto od y ou were 
l ook i n g  at the po s s i b i l i ty of i nc rea s i n g  tha t  ho norar i um or whether bec ause  you have a ph i l oso phy 
that a truant offi cer i s  perhaps  not what c ommu n i t i e s  real l y  req u i re ,  that you wou l d  rather not see 
compu l sory attendance  bu t ,  rather , peop l e feel i ng th at to sen d  the i r  ch i l dren to sc hool  i s  a 
pos i ti ve thi ng a nd there fore tak i ng the re spon s i b i l i ty on the i r  own to do tha t .  I h a ve some 
d i ff i c u l ty wi th that  ph i l osophy , tha t  peop l e wi l l  take re spo n s i b i l i ty ,  bec ause  we kn ow i n  fac t  i t  
i s  not hap pen i ng and  i t  perhaps  wi l l  take q u i te a wh i l e  for that , to hap pen . I woul d l i ke u s  to get 
o n  wi th the j ob of getti ng  ou r ch i l d ren i n  sc hool  al though I certa i nl y  woul d be i n terested i n  
heari ng how Members feel who repre sent the smal l e r  c ommu n i t i es where there i ndeed i s  a truancy 
probl em wh ere ch i l dren are not  goi n g  to sc hool , how they feel  about  the setti n g  up of another 
pos i t ion  in  the c ommu n i ty c al l ed a truancy offi c e r ,  whether it  cou l d work a nd whether the wage s , 
were they hi gher , woul d be an i nc e n ti v e  fo r someone to take on tha t  respo n s i b i l i ty and  i nc e n ti v e  
for the commun i ty to a s k  for that reg u l a t i on to be b rought  i n to effec t .  

I guess  what I am sayi ng i s  that I d o  n o t  h ave enough exper i e nce i n  smal l c ommu n i t i e s .  �1Y own 
commu n i ty has a very h i g h  attendance  rate and so I am not concerned about  my own consti tuency 
b ec a u se the c h i l dren of the parents that I repre sent are ,  i n  fact , i n  sc hool b ut I do h a ve a 
concern fo r those  commun i ti e s and tho se ch i l d ren who are not i n  sc hool . Yet I do not feel  
qua l i fi ed enough to p u sh h a rd for an i ncrease in  th i s wage and for the i mpl eme n ta t i on of these  
regul ati o n s , but I th i nk th i s i s  an opportu n i ty fo r Members  who have the  same concerns  to  ra i se the 
i s s ue now or perhaps to thi nk about i t  a nd ra i se i t  at the next op portu n i ty .  I th i nk i t  i s  
someth i ng  tha t  we shou l d l ook  at as  a mea n s  by wh i c h  we get our ch i l dre n  i nto sc hool  now and at the 
s ame t i me s pe nd our effo rts on educ a t i ng and he l p i ng parents to real i ze that an educ a t i on i s  a 
pos i ti ve th i ng and tha t  they shoul d be pro u d  of the sc hool and the thi n g s  tha t i t  offe rs i n  the 
c ommun i ty .  Of  course to do tha t ,  a l ot of the t h i ngs  that were i n  the s pec i al commi ttee ' s  report 
shoul d be impl emented , but we are faced  wi th the l ac k  of fun d i n g  and obv i ou s l y the rea l i za t i o n  tha t  
to impl ement  some of tho se th i n g s , at  l ea s t ,  w i l l  t a k e  some t ime . S o  wh i l e  I d o  n o t  h a ve a ny 
strong recommendati o n s  on th i s i s sue , I do feel tha t  i t  i s  someth i ng tha t  we sho u l d be l oo k i ng  at 
and I certa i n ly  woul d l i ke to hear from Members from smal l c ommu n i ti es . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  M r .  M i n i ster . 

HON . DENN I S  PATTERSO N :  I thank the Member for that a dv i c e .  I mu st s ay I th i nk the te rm i n  the  
o rd i n ance  i s  attendance  offi cer  and not truant  offi cer . I th i nk of  a truant  off i cer  as a real  
h a rd-nosed e n forcer type of perso n . I do n ot th i nk that i s  what a ny c ommu n i ty wou l d real ly  wan t .  
I th i n k  wh a t  wa.s env i s i oned wi th the attendance  offi cer  wa s some pe rson  respec ted i n  the commun i ty 
who woul d l ook at the students who are not g o i ng to school a nd try to u se persua s i on , the i n fl uence 
o f  authori ty and re spec t ,  to  i n sp i re pa rents  to sen d  the i r  ch i l dren to sc hool . I th i n k it  is  an 
i mportant i s s ue and  I thank  the Member for that adv i ce . I wel c ome adv i ce fran other c ommun i ti e s .  
Thank  you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Thank  you ,  Mr . Mi n i ste r . Mr . Angotti tau ruq . 

M R .  ANGOTT I TAURUQ : Thank yo u ,  Mr . C h a i rman . I have  a l i ttl e di fferen t subj ect here . I have  my 
own l i ttl e concern here a n d  I hope I am on the ri ght track at th i s  moment ;  i t  i s  regard i ng teacher  
a s s i stants . I know in  a l ot of  smal l commun i ti e s and th i s  is  al so in  my con sti tuency , there  are 
teac her a s s i stants , hi red by the l oc al b od i es that are el ec ted as boards of educ a ti  on , that have  
on ly  at most  grades  fou r  and fi v e . Thi s has  a l ot of impact  on the  ch i l d ren , I bel i ev e , for the 
way they are s peak i ng the Eng l i sh l a nguage today . Wh i l e  I see a l ot of k i ds that I tal k to , a 
n umber of ki d s , I have  seen a l ot of them tal k i ng .  They someti mes say he i s  pi l l owi n g  and tha t  I 
- - does not sound so good . I th i nk that app l i es from the teacher a s s i stants who h ave o n l y  grade s  
four a n d  fi v e .  So I feel personal l y  stro n g l y  i n  tha t  some so rt of pol i cy shou l d b e  made s o  tha t  i n  
the future the te ac her a s s i stants are g o i ng to be h i  red to teach Eng l i sh .  A pol i cy s hou l d be made 
that they do not hi re any teacher  a s s i stants  tha t  have onl y grade fo u r  and fi ve  bec a u se I see a 
l ot of students that h ave much h i gher  g r ades than  that and they do not h ave the o p portu n i ty to b e  
h i red . I feel  i t  i s  good eno u g h  to hav e  I n ukt i tut teachers  tha t  are onl y grade fi ve  and si x ,  but  
i f  they are go i ng to  a s s i st te achers in  teac h i ng  Eng l i sh ,  I be l i eve that they shoul d h a ve bette r  
educati on  than  tha t .  I wo ul d l i ke to h a v e  a n  an swer on tha t ,  to see i f  that seems to b e  correc t o r  
wrong . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr .  M i n i ster . 
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Rol e Of Teachi ng  A s s i stants 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTERSON : Mr . Cha i rman, the teacher ass i stant pos i ti on s  were never des i gned to teach 
Engl i sh to students. I n  the Ki t i kmeot there are over 50 un i vers i ty educated and tra i n ed teachers 
to teach chi l dren Eng l i sh .  Teachi ng as s i stants shoul d not be teachi ng them Eng l i sh .  The purpose 
of the teachi ng as s i stants i s  to br i dge the gap where students are not sure of E ng l i sh but can 
speak the I nukti tut l anguage . The teachi ng as s i stants shoul d be as s i sti ng  the teachers to 
commun i cate w i th students who cannot speak Eng l i sh by commun i cati ng to them i n  their  nat ive 
l anguage. That was the theory . I f  i t  i s  not happe n i ng i n  the K i ti kmeot then we shoul d l ook at 
those teachi ng ass i stants and revi ew our pol i ci es. The theory was never to h ire them to teach 
Engl i sh .  Thank you . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Gargan) :  Thank you, Mr. Mi n i ster. Mr. Angotti tauruq . 

MR. ANGOTT ITAURUQ : Thank you, Mr . Chai rman. Mr. Mi n i ster, ye s,  you di d g ive me the correct an swer 
there and I am happy for i t .  As the M i n i ster of Educat i on I do not thi nk you have been travel l i ng 
that much. I l i ve i n  that area and I have seen thi s happen i ng and I have seen my ki ds  compl ai n. 
Yes, that i s  true that i f  they do not understand any Eng l i sh they can be spoken to i n  I nukti tut so 
that they coul d understand. I hear of teacher ass i stants that teach the rest of the afternoon 
whi l e  the teacher i s  doi ng somethi ng or attend i ng to other students. I have heard some k i ds 
compl ai n that the i r  teachers are speak i ng i n  two l anguages and i t  makes  i t  hard for them to l earn 
wh i ch way they want them to speak. I th i nk that has to be checked up a bi t to see whether that i s  
real l y  be i ng fol l owed because i t  has been  happen i ng for a number of years and I thought for sure 
that the se teacher ass i stants were supposed to teach i n  Engl i sh or I nukti tut . I was not sure and I 
fi nal l y  got the an swer and thank  you for your repl y. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Gargan) :  Mr . Mi n i ster . 

HON. DE NN I S  PATTERSON : Ye s, Mr. Chai rman ,  I woul d certai n l y  wel come the opportun i ty to travel to 
K i ti kmeot and unfortunately they j ust had a reg i onal educati on authori ty meeti ng but i t  confl i cted 
w i th the Leg i sl at ive As sembl y. I i n formed them I woul d not be abl e to attend but I do wel come  the 
opportun i ty to attend those meeti ngs. I have attended at l east two i n  the l ast four years. The 
other thi ng I woul d just menti on i s  that l ocal educat i on authori ti e s  can prescribe the l anguage of 
i n structi on i n  the school . I f  there i s  a concern i n  the Member ' s  con sti tuency that students 
are bei ng confused w i th more than one l anguage the LEA has the power to strai ghten that out by 
requesti ng the department to teach i n  on ly one l anguage . So, I woul d wel come advi ce from the l ocal 
educati on authorit i e s  i f  thi s dual i ty i s  caus i ng probl ems . 

The other thi ng I woul d say to the Member i s  that if i t  seem s we are not maki ng  the best use of 
cl as sroom ass i stants i n  hi s reg i on, at l east i n  some commun i ti es, then I am certai n ly  qui te open to 
converti ng those pos i t ions  i nto teachi ng  pos i ti on s  because cl as sroom assi stants or teachi ng 
ass i stants are not real l y  supposed to be teachi ng cl a s ses w i thout be i ng supervi sed by a teacher. 
I f  that i s  goi ng  on or i f  they are teachi ng  E ng l i sh and departi ng from the ori g i nal mandate we have 
envi s i oned for them I th i nk there are ways of correct i ng that and putti ng those person years to 
better use. So, I woul d be pl eased to get adv ice from K i t i kmeot Reg i on on how we m i ght make better 
use of our human resources i n  var i ous communi ti es. Thank you. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr . Gargan):  Thank you, Mr. Mi n i ster . General comments . We are on page 1 6 . 0 5 ,  
school s .  Total O and  M ,  $52 , 1 65 , 000. Mr . Pudl uk. 

Moti on To Bui l d  Keewati n Reg i on H i gh School As Soon A s  P os s i bl e 

MR. PUDLUK : Thank you, Mr . Cha irman. I am real l y  concerned about the hi gh school i n  Keewati n. 
woul d l i ke to · move a mot i on .  I move that the commi ttee of the whol e recommend to the Execut i ve 
Counci l to cons i der proceed i ng as soon as pos s i bl e wi th the bui l d i ng and compl eti on of a hi gh 
school for the Keewati n Reg i on .  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) : Thank you, Mr . Pudl uk . Mr. Pudl uk, your mot i on i s  i n  order. To the 
moti on . 

MR . PUDLUK : Thank you, Mr . Cha i rman. ( Tran sl ati on) I n  the past I menti oned thi s. I had a concern 
regardi ng the Frobi sher Bay hi gh school . I have heard thi s before . I n  the Keewati n Reg i on there 
are a l ot of drop-out students who were goi ng  to school i n  Frobi sher Bay and they cannot be 
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accepted to go to school in Ye l l owkni fe .  Al so in my constituency they have seen drop- outs of that 
school , too, becau se they do not l i ke go i ng to school in Frobi sher Bay . Al so we cannot send our 
students anywhere el se besides Frobi sher Bay . Maybe i f  we get the hi gh school in Keewati n ,  other 
students wi l l  be abl e to go to thi s h i gh school s i nce thi s has been worked on al ready and al so they 
wi l l  be starti ng to bui l d  i t .  I wou l d l i ke to see it done as soon as po s s i bl e .  In future we wi l l  
have to fol l ow the school curri cul um . Regardi ng our new government in the future, I guess we wil l 
have to start pl anni ng ahead of time . I wou l d l i ke to see the school curricu l um al ready set up 
before we form our new government . I do not want to see any more drop-outs . For this reason I 
vote for thi s moti on . Thank you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Thank you ,  Mr . Pudl u k . To the moti on . 
0

Mrs . Sorensen . 

Controversy Regardi ng Locati on Of  High School 

MRS . SORENSEN : Mr . Cha i rman, i t  i s  my impressi on that we are going to bu i l d  the high school in the 
Keewatin  Reg i on, but one of the probl ems that exi sts i s  that the peopl e in the Keewatin are st i l l 
hav ing some di ff i cu l ty wi th maki ng a deci si on on the l ocati on even al though, as I understand it , 
there has been a pl ebi sc i te .  I wonder i f  the Mi ni ster cou l d  cl ari fy that because I have, heard that 
the peopl e of Baker Lake , are in fact, sayi ng that they wi 1 1  not send their ch i l dren to a hi gh 
school that i s  bu i l t  in Ranki n I nl et, that they wou l d  prefer to e i ther keep their ch i l dren in the i r 
own community or send them to Ye l l owkni fe. I am wonderi ng i f  that i s  the i ss ue preventing breaking 
the sod, so to speak, on the Keewatin  high school . Coul d I have cl ari f ication on that, Mr . 
Chai rman? 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) : Mr . Mi ni ster . 

HON . DENN I S  PATTERSON : Mr . Chai rman, I thi nk the bi ggest chal l enge to us in  bu i l d i ng a high school 
i n  the Keewatin has been i denti fy i ng the s i gni f i cant capital funds that are requ i red .  We 
commi ss i oned an extensi ve study of the cost s of  a hi gh school in the Keewatin incl uding residence, 
al l the other i mpacts , the res i dence , staff hou sing, uti l idor , expanded service s ,  and found that i t  
was go i ng to cost cons iderabl y more than the $ 1 6 m i l l i on we have al l ocated in our budget. One of 
the reasons that we have had to approach it wi th some cauti on is that it is a very costly 
undertaki ng and we wanted to phase i t  in such a way that we were sure to have the funds and have 
sort of a l ong-range construction timetabl e so i t  wou l d  not be too great a burden on the capi tal 
pl an . 

As to the i s sue of l ocati on of the school , shortl y after I took offi ce in 1 981 I went to a meeti ng 
in Rank i n  Inl et of the Keewat in reg i onal educat i on authori ty . It was attended by the two Keewatin 
MLAs , Mr . Noah · then and Mr . Curl ey and it was attended by chai rmen from al l the l ocal educati on 
authori t ie s  in the Keewat in .  There had been a pl ebisci te wi th a preference for Rank in  I nl et, but 
not a cl ear marg in, but that group on a moti on by Mr. Noah, who then represented Baker Lake , 
recognizi ng that divi s i ons and i ndeci sion wou l d  del ay the proj ect and keep any education fac i l i ty 
away from the Keewatin gave me cl ear di recti on to buil d the hi gh school in Ranki n I nl et. It  was a 
unani mous re sol uti on of that group and I was very rel ieved that they were abl e  to come to that ki nd 
of agreement because it al l owed us to go ahead . That has been the di rec ti on that I have been 
operati ng on over the l ast coupl e of years . However, I must say I was a bi t di stres sed to l earn 
that thi s same Keewati n reg i onal educati on authority wi th some new peopl e now i n  pl ace has met 
dur ing thi s Assembly and are now s i ng i ng a di f ferent tune and the re sol ution that I got several 
weeks ago sai d  -- i t  was an ambi guo u s  re so l uti on, real l y  -- "Do not de l ay constructi on of the 
school in Rank in  Inl et but we al so want to see h i gh school s in Baker Lake and Eskimo Point. " I was 
paraphras ing that .  

S o  there i s  a probl em and I heard some rash statements that the school i n  Ranki n I nl et  wil l be 
boycotted unl ess other high school s are bu i l t  in  Baker Lake and Eskimo Po int .  Wh i l e  i t  may cost 
more or l e ss  the same amount to bui l d  the capital faci l i ties in two or three communiti e s  it i s  
going to cost us  an awful 1 ot more to operate smal l er high school s, three smal l high school s 
i nstead of one l arge central i zed school and furthermore, we wi l l  not be abl e to offer the same 
qual i ty of program in smal l er h i gh school s, as peopl e l i ke Mr . McLaughl in wel l know . So al l I can 
say i s  that unl ess I get di fferent directi on from the Executi ve Council wh i ch may consi der thi s 
i ss ue ,  the pl ans are sti l l  to bui l d  a centre in Rank in  Inl et which we have been pl anni ng now for 
some years based on the direction that I got from both MLAs and the educati on authority cha i rmen in 
1981 . I t  i s  cl ear that i t  is go i ng to be a s ubj ect of cont inuing intere st and perhaps controversy 
i n  the Keewati n ,  but I am determ ined to proceed. 
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I bel ieve the Keewatin needs an education facil ity, high sc hool facil ity, more than any other 
region. It is very difficul t to satisfy Keewatin parents if their chil dren are in Yel l owknife or 
in Frobisher Bay. They have expressed dissatisfaction with Frobisher Bay in recent years but they 
were very unhappy with Yel l owknife or at l east some parents were very unhappy with Yel l owknife when 
their students were going here. With al l respect to those sc hool s I think that the di stance means 
that parents are going to worry and I am convinced that we have got to buil d a facil ity there. I 
wel come this motion and I think that wherever the sc hool is, it is going to be supported by the 
peopl e of the Keewatin once we get down to brass tacks and start buil ding it and have it in pl ace . 
I think Rankin Inl et is a l ot cl oser to Baker Lake or Eskimo Point than Yel l owknife or Frobisher 
Bay and we are going to buil d the residence this summer and get on with the j ob. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mrs. Sorensen . 

MRS. SORENSEN: The Minister mentioned that the department was having some difficul ty in 
identifying al l the dol l ars that woul d go with buil ding the sc hool . Coul d I ask what action is 
being taken to assure the Legisl ature before it passes this motion that, in fact, we wi 1 1  have the 
money to buil d this sc hool , given the new figures that you obviousl y  have? 

C HAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

P hased Approach 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: The approac h we have decided to take is not to buil d the l'mol e  facil ity, 
grades 10 to 12, to the maximum capacity that we can predict for the Keewatin al l at once. We have 
decided instead to take a phased approach and we wil l start off by aiming at providing a facil ity 
for grade 10 students beginning next sc hool year, actual l y  using surpl us c l assrooms in the 
el ementary school there. Then we wil l take the next step and expand the 40 bed residence that we 
are buil ding there this summer so that we can take in another cl ass of grade 10 students and 
accommodate the grade 11 students. We feel that with this phased approach we can come up with the 
necessary capital resources required to eventual l y  have up to grade 12. It wil l not happen al l at 
once, but we are convinced that if we space it over the next five years incremental l y  with 
contributions from the various departments such as Personnel providing staff housing, Local 
Government providing the necessary water and sewer infrastructure that might be required and roads, 
that we can, using our capital budget, meet our target of having a high sc hool in pl ace in five 
years. We are taking it a step at a time, in other words, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. To the motion. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Coul d you read the motion again? 

C HAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan): The motion reads: I move that committee of the whol e recommend to the 
Executive Council to consider proceeding as soon as possibl e with the buil ding and c ompl etion of a 
high sc hool for the Keewatin Region. Moved by Ludy Pudl uk. To the motion. Mr. Pedersen. 

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. too, had heard about the meeting the Minister referred 
to, the recent one with the new regional education committee and I was j ust wondering if he coul d 
enl ighten me on the situation. Coul d the Minister provide us with figures of how many students 
fr001 outl ying communities woul d be expected to go to the Rankin Inl et facil ity, grades eight, nine, 
10, 11 and 12 students? 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, this centre has been pl anned by residents of the region to be 
not j ust an academic high school , but al so a facil ity that woul d offer vocational and indeed adul t 
education facil ities, depending on what is required in that region. The academic students woul d 
number about 40 and the vocational side of it woul d add about another 60 students in the beginning 
years. We woul d expect that woul d expand over time . Thank you. 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. To the motion. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS . SORENSEN: I am a bit concerned with the communique that you had from the Keewatin regional 
education authority that says "Proceed to buil d in Rankin Inl et but we want school s in Eskimo Point 
and Baker Lake as wel l . "  May I ask the Minister what has been your response to that communique, or 
if you have not responded yet, what do you pl an to respond to that? 



- 46 7 -

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

H ON. DENN I S  PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, this resol ution was one of a number of resol utions that were 
transmitted to me from the Keewatin regional education authority covering a mul titude of subjects. 
I have not responded to the Keewatin regional education authority, but what I do propose to do is 
take the issue to the Executive Council and al ert them to this particul ar devel opment. The 
Executive Coµncil wil l be reviewing the capital pl an for Education incl uding the Keewatin centre 
from time to time anyway, but I do intend to bring that issue forward to the Executive Council for 
their advice because the nin th Executive Council had as recentl y as several mon ths before the 
el ection, con firmed their bel ief in the wisdom of the first decision to buil d it in Rankin I nl et. 
Now that this recommendation has been received, I wil 1 seek 'further advice from the Executive 
Council . Bearing in mind of course, that if we buil d high school s in Baker Lake and Eskimo Point  
then we woul d have to pl an high school s in communities l ike Pond I n l et, I g l ool ik and Pangnirtung 
and Cambridge Bay which are al so of rel ativel y comparabl e size. I think it w oul d be a significant 
change in our pol icy if we were to accede to that request. I t  woul d be a sig nificant change in the 
use we have made of resources and the pol icy we have had with high schoo ls  to date in the Northwest 
Territories. Thank you. 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Mrs. Sorensen, I woul d l ike to give the other Members an opportunity to 
tal k to the motion. To the motion, Mr. MacQuarrie . 

MR. MacQUARRIE : Caul d I cl arify a statement that the Minister made earl ier with respect to there 
being some rash comments that there woul d be a boycott of the school in Rankin I n l et? Do the rash 
comments come from members of the education authorities? Is that not worth cl arifying more, so we 
do not find oursel ves in a situation where we buil d what coul d become a white el ephant? I n  other 
words the facil ity is there but the other communities refuse to make use of it. Is the Minister 
taking  steps to cl arify what the attitude is in that respect? 

C HA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

C onfl icting Directions 

H ON. DE NN I S  PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, I had hoped that the Keewatin regional education authority 
woul d hol d their meeting at a time other than during the Legisl ative Assembl y .  I had requested 
that they do so, so that I coul d attend and find  out first hand  what they were saying, being  peopl e 
el ected by their communities to represent them on educational matters. I am concerned about the 
situation in the Keewatin and I wil l seek the first opportunity to meet with those l ocal education 
authorities and meet with parents in the communities to try to find out precisel y what they say. I 
use the term "rash" comments because I do not think they refl ect the views of the maj ority of 
peopl e. Education is a subj ect which evokes great passions. Perhaps particul arl y in the Keewatin 
w here peopl e feel that they have been l eft out. 

I had a number of confl icting directions from el ected peopl e in the Keewatin. Some years ago they 
wanted Keewatin students sent to Churchil l .  They wan ted Keewatin students sent to Ottawa. So it 
is hard sometimes to know what to do. I think the underl ying sentiment is a great desire for 
improvement in facil ities avail abl e to high school students in the Keewatin. I am convinced that 
we have to buil d a facil ity there. I f  there is some dissen t  we have to expl ain to peopl e why it is 
not feasibl e to have a high school in every community. Thank you. 

C HA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Suppl ementary, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE : So Mr. Minister, even if this motion were to pass you do in tend to do that kind of  
consul tation with the Keewatin educational authorities in  the very near future, is that correct? 

C HA IRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENN I S  PATTERSON : Yes, absol utel y, Mr. Chairman. I certainl y  do not real l y  consider that 
parents w ho are faced with the prospect of a wel l -run facil ity within the i r  region w oul d actual l y  
refuse to send  their chil dren there in protest . I cannot bel ieve that the maj ority of parents 
woul d take this attitude. There wil l be some w ho wil l go to expense to . send their chil dren outside 
of  the Terri tori es. That happens in al l parts of the Northwest Territories and indeed in al l parts 
of Canada. Peopl e 1 ose faith in the publ ic school system. They are usual l y  a smal l and sometimes 
vocal minority. I consider it a vol atil e situation and working with the el ected represen tatives 
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from that region I want to make sure that the people of that area accept the good faith of the 
Department of Education and work together on the underlying goal of improving educational 
opportunities for Keewatin students because there is no que stion in my mind that of all parts of 
the Territories, it is Keewatin students w ho are most in need of further support and further 
resource s because they are not succeeding in high  sc hool the way they should be. Indeed, I am very 
concerned with the support at the community level, even at the elementary level in several Keewatin 
communities. It is very poor. I t  is abysmal in certain communities so I think it de serves my 
attention and, to answer the Member ' s  question, I intend to make that a priority. Thank you . 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Arlooktoo, to the motion. 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr . Chairman. Regarding the motion I would j ust like to 
say that I am going to be voting against this motion. I do understand why someone made a motion in 
regard to education. I know the reason and I al so found out that in my concept I think, I seem to 
realize that some of the settlements in Keewatin are not in agreement or have not come to 
consensus. I also realize that education officials are prepared, they have not gone hastily into 
preparing this long proj ect. Also Ludy Pudluk who moved the motion has not directly consulted with 
the Keewatin residents. So in regard to this I am going to be voting against the motion. I do 
realize it has to go through and I realize that -- I think it wil 1 be in the good hands of the 
Executive Council plus the Education department . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Arlooktoo. To the motion. Mr. McCallum . 

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I am not too sure that the motion is required. I t  seems to me that 
the government has received direction to go ahead and build a high  school in the Northwest 
Territories previously. The one that is contemplated for Rankin I nlet that is within our books is  
not just  a high school as  the Minister has indicated . I t  involves much more than that. Certainly, 
from what I understand the Minister to say, the department is proceeding with the plan as has been 
put before them in the past. So there will be a hig h  school ; it  is contemplated spending one 
mill ion dollars on it this year. So I am not too sure that the motion is neces sary . They are 
proceeding and as I understand the motion, it says to recommend to the government to proceed with 
the cons truction of a high school. They are in fact proceeding to do that . So I am not too sure 
whether the motion is required. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Mccallum. Mr. Pudluk, to the motion? 

MR. PUDLUK: ( Translation) T hank you, Mr. Chairman. I think it was already clarified by the 
Minister of Education where the high school would be or the location. I have not personally talked 
with the Keewatin residents but in spite of that I think we all have concerns even over at Baffin 
Region pl us  Keewatin Region, we al l have our concerns. Our students w ho go to school in these 
regions sometimes would be sent to one centre instead of dividing them equally .  When they get 
overcrowded even though they are just  like native people sometimes the residence or the hostels are 
overcrowded. Al so some of them are not from the community. Most of them are · from other 
communities .  So in regard to this, the problems that we have or have had with the hostels and also 
not having proper supervisors or management -- of course I realize that in trying to accomplish or 
carry out the tasks that they have, it is a bit too much to handle. I do not want to withdraw my 
motion that I already moved. I realize that they are going to continue building the high school 
and we have been di scus sing this over the past few years. So I am thinking that maybe we could 
overcome our problems and probably solve it faster by just letting the Keewatin high  school be 
under construction. Thank you. 

Motion To Build K eewatin Region High School As Soon As Po s sible, Carried 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr • .  Gargan): Mr. Pudluk has concluded his statement to the motion. All those in favour 
of the motion? All those oppo sed? Thi s  motion is carried. 

- --Carried 

We are still back on page 1 6. 05. Mr. Erkloo . 

Motion To Support Minister Of  Education ' s  Efforts To Secure Additional Federal Funding, Carried 

MR. ERKLOO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. While the Members are in the mood, I think I would like to 
make a motion. I know that the Minister of Education is trying to get more funds frCJTI the federal 
government so that the education system and the facilities can improve in the Northwe st 
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Territories. So I am go i ng to make a motion. It is: I move that this committee support the 
Minister of Educatio n ' s  efforts in securing addition al funding fr001 the federal g overnment for 
i mproving the education system in the Northwest Territories. 

- - -Applause 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  The moti on  is in order. Mr . Erkloo. 

MR. ERKLOO: ( Translation )  I would just 1 i ke to speak to the motion that when we 1 ook at Education 
it is a broad department and we have also discussed the other' departments li ke Government Services , 
Housing and some of their projec ts have either been transferred or are being transferred to 
Education and one of the things that was men tioned too , was that they have to prepare the education 
programs. I also realize that I appreciate that the Minister of Education is going to be giving us 
another teacher for the year of 1984-85. Also a school over at Po nd Inlet. Thank you. 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you , Mr. Erkloo. Mr. Minister. 

HON .  DENNIS PATTERSON: No , thank you . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan ):  Question being called. All those in favour? All those op posed? 
Absten tions? The moti on  is carried. 

- - -Carried 

We are back at page 16. 05. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Yes , Mr. Chairman. When we were discussing the earlier moti o n  to build a Keewatin 
hi gh school as quickly as possi ble , the Min i ster respo nded to the c omments with respect to a high 
school in Baker Lake and Eskimo Point  wi th what I thought was a reaso nable answer , in terms of the 
fact that i f  we were to build them in those two c ommunities then , as well , people in Igloolik and 
Cambridge Bay and other commun i ties would also certai nly wan t  to have high schools. I would add 
that the same thing exists for those who live in the West , that we also have c ommunities li ke Rae , 
Providence , Simpson and Fort McPherson ,  that I am sure probably would like a hi gh school as well. 
But I think it c omes down to a matter of pri ority. I know you will be goi ng to the Executive 
Council for in put on thi s  thing that has arisen with respect to the Keewatin , the Keewatin regional 
authority requesting high schools for those two c ommunities , but it has to be a matter of pri ori ty. 
I think our first pri ori ty has to be grade n i ne in every community and regional hi gh schools . That 
is one of the reasons that I very honestly support a Keewati n regi onal high school because it is a 
region and certainly I think we should look toward a regional high school in the Kitikmeot Region 
as another priority. 

I grew up in a communi ty of 5 0 0 ,  however , ·  that had a high school and . had a very good h i gh school • 
We had academ i c  programs. We were limited in our programs , in that we did not have the vocational 
and the certificate programs and a lot of the programs that are now of fered in our schools , 
programs that we like to say are enlightened , but we had a basic academi c  program that most 
graduated from in a small community of 500  people. So I would say that we can provide quality of 
education if we are careful about all of the programs that we provi de i n  small communities in hi gh 
schools , but that our priority has to be the provision of grade nine first and then perhaps the 
expansion to grade 10. First we have to do a good job from grades one to nine , develop our own 
curriculum in an expanded way and put our dollars and our priorities in to those areas fir�t so that 
we are not using the scatter gun approach i n  our small communities. Thank you , Mr. Chairman. 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan ) :  Mr. Mi nister , would you care to comment? 

HON.  DE NNIS PATTERSON: Just to say tha t I agree with the Member ' s  comments , although I think  that 
we are now finding that there is a demand for more than just academic programs at the high school 
level so it makes i t  a li ttle more di ff i cult to have a small high school that wi ll meet all the 
needs in a small community but I agree wi th those pri orities. I would just mention that we are 
looking at the situation of small high sc hools carefully and trying to develop a policy for small 
high schools in the NWT , but the f i rst step would be to develop ,  make sure we have grade nine in  
every community -- and good quality grade nine - - and make sure we have regional high sc hools that 
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are fa i rl y  access i b l e wi thi n the reg i o n s . The di rec ti on  I take from the Leg i s l ati ve  Assembl y i s  to 
try , then , to p ut grade 1 0  i n to c ommun i ti es so the students wi l l  be abl e to s pend another year a t  
home . I th i nk that i s  a more real i sti c goal than putti ng hi gh  sc hool s i n  a number o f  smal l 
c ommun i ti es .  So I thank the Member for those comments . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you ,  Mr . M i n i ster . Mr . B al l antyne . 

MR .  BALLANTYNE : Thank you , Mr . Cha i rman . Suppl ementary to what Mrs . Sorensen sa i d  I th i nk we h ave  
to  real l y  al ways keep  i n  mi nd  we  cannot  j us t  get  pri or i ti e s i n  one area , fo r i n stanc e ,  i n  
educati on . We have al l tal ked about the need for hou s i ng ,  the reed for soc i al programs and i f  you 
wan t  to al l ev i ate the hous i ng prob l em there are onl y so many dol l a rs in the capi tal fun d  in the 
future . So I thi nk al l of us h ave got to dec i de what our pr i ori t ies  are overal l a nd even though i t  
may be n i c e  to have a hi gh  school i n  every commun i ty I thi n k  the real i ty i s ,  i f  we wan t  to 
accompl i sh a l ot of other th i ngs we want to do ,  that may have to wa i t  a l i ttl e b i t .  Thank you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you , Mr . B al l antyn e .  P age  1 6 . 0 5 ,  Ms Cournoyea . 

Seri ous P robl ems At C ommun i ty L evel 

HON . NEL L I E  COURNOYEA : Mr . Cha i rman , I t h i nk I wou l d be remi s s  if I did not say anyth i ng abou t 
thi s subj ec t .  I certa i n l y  woul d l i ke to com.pl i ment the Mi n i ster of Educ ati on on hi s effo rts to try 
to reach the obj ecti ve to see students through sc hool and maki ng an attempt to try to prov i de an  
atmosphere where young peopl e want  to conti nue in  sc hool . I certa i nl y  cannot deny the fac t that  
Keewati n  needs a cen tral l ocati on for a sc hool of some sort for a h i gher l evel of l earn i ng .  
However , I c an not si t here and not bri ng  back to the attenti on  of thi s Leg i sl ati ve As semb l y  - - when  
we were on the  s pec i al c ommi ttee on educat i o n  - - the  seri ous probl ems we h ad at the  c ommun i ty l evel 
where studen ts did not have grade si x ,  d i d not even have grade fi ve . They are dropp i ng out at 
grade seven . I bel i eve the s pec i al c ommi ttee on educati on d i d  p ut forth a k i nd of aura of 
supporti ng the peopl e who are real l y  concerned about  educ a ti on  and the students so rt of fel t at 
that t ime that they were g i ven a s pec i al empha s i s ,  that they were i mportant .  I n  the l a st year I 
fee l that  we have not been sayi ng  i t  a s  much and i t  has not been as h i g h  profi l e ,  but i t  seem s to 
me the thi ng that has to conti n ue i s  the promoti on and p u s h i ng of moral e i n  the educat i o n al system 
and for the ch i l dren to fi nd  a real need and a rea son to go to sc hool in the fi rst pl ace . I g ue s s  
I have a l i ttl e b i t  o f  conc ern about the amount o f  money to bu i l d  a cen tre i n  any l oc at i on becau se 
$16 m i l l i o n  seems to be a b i g  whack of money . I t  seems that the Department of P ub l i c  Work s were 
p utti ng an empha s i s on maybe streaml i n i ng the i r  b u i l d i ngs  a l i ttl e b i t  more so you c an get more for 
your dol l ar .  

But bac k to the educati ona l  system , I real i ze that  i n  some of the commun i ti e s ,  general l y  i n  the 
area where I l i v e ,  when we ask  for a h i gher grade i n  our c ommun i ty ,  l i ke goi ng to grade 1 0  or grade 
n i ne ,  the fi rst thi ng the Departmen t of Educ ati on asks  you to do is to prov i de stati sti c s .  How 
many students do you h ave i n  grade s i x? Then a fter you do that, they a sk you another q uest i on . 
What i s  the mortal i ty rate or how many of those  do yo u thi n k  wi 1 1  make i t  to grade seven?  Then 
they ask , how many students do you have i n  grade seven? After you say the n umber that you have 
then there i s  another cal cul ati on  done . How many students do you thi n k  are go i ng to get to grade 
e i ght? After you do that i t  goes on a nd on . So when you want to el evate a grade to br i ng it i nto 
the commun i ty we have to go by these sta ti sti c s  or thi s so rt of mortal i ty rate that  peopl e are 
s u rv i v i ng at the commun i ty l evel . I t  i s  a great d i s advantage because when you are a rgu i ng the 
po i n t ,  you fi nd  that you  have very few peop l e who are goi ng  pa st grade seven . Then if you l ook at 
past stati st i c s  it does not l ook too good , e i ther , bec a u se if you take the percentage that s u rv i ve 
and the percentage that  do not , i t  l ooks  even worse . Then they go to grade ei ght . I f  we wan t  
somethi ng more than grade e i ght or  grade n i ne or  grade 1 0  i n  the commun i ty we are a s ked al l those 
questi o n s  and then the heat i s  put on for you to j u sti fy tha t and the commun i ty ha s to try to 
improve the fi gures . 

But i f  you take al so the number of students that fi n al l y  get there , you know ,  you have to be proud  
o f  the number of them that  ac tual l y  get  there . I am  certa i n l y  proud  the educ ati onal  sys tem ha s 
been abl e to prov i de somebody wi th the k i nd of forum where they even e nd up i n  grade 1 1 .  I am 
proud  of tho se students and I am proud  that  we have the ab i l i ty to do i t .  Yet i n  al l ,  when  you 
real l y  come down to i t , we st i l l  h ave a seri ous probl em i n  getti ng students past grade s i x ,  pa st 
grade seven , pa st grade e i g h t .  Some of the concerns  of the students I have a l ot to do wi th are 
tha t ,  when they get c l o se to grade seven they s tart th i n k i ng about thi s b u s i ness  of mov i ng away 
from home or hear i ng some of the fun ny stor i e s  or hav i ng a si ster or brother who came back from 
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school and dropped out because they found it a l ittle hard to get along in the hostel  or there were 
a l ot of thi ngs they had to deal wi th they were not qui te prepared for or the community grade l evel 
was not as good as they thought it woul d be and they were not as good as they thought they should 
be when they got there. 

Educati onal System Of The Past 

So I thi nk a l ot of emphasis  sti 1 1  has to be put on the community educational system that exi sts 
and al so on the priority that has been identi fied through al l the heari ngs across the NWT that a 
higher l evel of education shoul d go to the community . Maybe 'We do not have to put i n  a h i gh school 
up to grade 12, but at l east we shoul d reach to grade 10 and maybe grade 11 , because it seems to me 
that it has been done in the past and perhaps the deputy minister of Education hi mself might have 
come out of a l ittl e brick school house whi ch had grade 12. I do not know , but it seems to me a lot 
of peopl e in his age group have been able to survive in  the system and become i nvol ved with an 
educati on program that has al lowed them to come as far as they have . Certainl y our obj ecti ve is  to 
have a l ot of our students si tting in the posi tion of the deputy minister wi th his good Engli sh , 
excel l ent Engl ish ,  excell ent abil i ty to deal with the system . If he has been ab l e  to do that on 
com i ng out of a red bri ck school house that did not have a l ot of rooms but did have teachers that 
were able to move students al ong ,  well maybe we can do that without goi ng to a tremendous amount of 
expense l ike $16 mil l i on or going into the multi mi l l i on dol lar bracket before we can do that . 

I have been very supportive of the Mi nister of Education because he has done a l ot in  promoting 
interest i n  good educati on and be i ng supporti ve at the community l evel . At the same ti me we have 
been doi ng that for a number of years and our job has not been finished . In my area I woul d l i ke 
to see students go to a regi onal high school but many , many of them have not got grade ei ght . To 
buil d a school , to me -- we can have a building or any number of buil dings no one can reach so I 
bel ieve the priori ty should stil l be to get the lower grades that have  not achi eved that level to 
get there . Perhaps some of the representati ons that have been made at the communi ty l evel when we 
had the committee on educ a ti on going around should not be forgotten because we have not overcome 
the probl ems of the communi ty level . At the same time there is sti l l  a strong desire in the 
communiti es to see a hi gher grade level able to be achi eved in the i r  communi ty .  The excitment that 
has been created by the M ini ster of Education in recogni zi ng the desire has al l owed a l ot of people 
to put more effort into it .  But I sti l l  beli eve that we have not achi eved that goal yet and we 
shoul d not di smiss the fact that those representations did come forward and we have not met the 
objectives . Thank you . 

School s ,  Total O And M ,  Agreed  

C HAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan ) :  Thank you , Ms  Cournoyea . We are on page 16 . 05 .  For schools , total O and 
M ,  $52 , 1 6 5 , 000 .  Do you agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

- - -Agreed 

Col l ege Programs , Total O And M 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr . Gargan ) :  Thank you . Page 16. 0 6 ,  college programs . Mr . Mccal lum , did you want to 
ask a question? Mr . Mccal l um. 

MR. McCALLUM : Mr. Chairman , on the col l ege programs , woul d the Minister indicate to me what number 
of personnel are at Thebacha College stil l on contract appoi ntments ? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) :  Mr . Mini ster. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON :  There are 40 . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan ) :  Thank you, Mr . Minister . Mr. McCal l um .  

MR . McCALLUM : Out o f  7 8 ,  i s  that correct , Mr . Chainnan? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) :  Mr . Minister. 

HON.  DENNIS PATTERSON :  In addition to the 78. 
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C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Co l l ege program s . Mr . Mccal l um .  

M R. McCALL UM : Mr . Ch a i rman , does the Mi n i ster or the depa rtment env i sage  mak i ng  some of these  40  
po s i ti ons pe rmanent for  those i n s truc tors  whose programs are  fa i rly wel l e stabl i s hed? 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr . M i n i ste r . 

HON. DEN N IS PATTERSO N :  Mr. C ha i rman , yes. There are of course , some cou rses offered where i t  i s  
more conven i ent  to prov i de i n struc to r s  through contracts . I t  gi ves  us some fl ex i b i l i ty to swi tc h 
d i rec t i o n s  and  res pond  to c h a ng i ng demands . However , we do rec ogn i ze that there are 
wel l - e stabl i shed courses  wh i c h  shoul d have permanent  and not 'contract po s i ti ons .  I can tel l the 
Member that we h ave a s u bmi s s i on be fore the F i n a nc i al Man agement Board to address that very 
prob l em ;  that  i s  to convert , subj ect to approval  of the board , some of these  contractual  po s i ti on s  
i n to the permanent posi ti o n s  the Member i s  tal k i ng about. W e  h ave the fu nds b ut they are not 
permanent po s i ti o n s. So , I recog n i ze the probl em and I am tryi ng to add res s  it at the Execut i ve  
l evel . Thank you. 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you , Mr. M i n i ster. Mr. Mc C al l um. 

MR. McCAL L UM :  Mr . C ha i rman ,  j u st a f i n al quest i on. The q uest i on may have been a s k ed of the 
M i n i ster prev i ous l y. If i t  wa s ,  I a po l og i ze fo r i t  and  maybe he wo ul d not mi nd repe ati ng i t .  I s  
the re source man agemen t  consu l tants study a pub l i c  doc ument now and has i t  been made ava i l abl e to 
the House?  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr. Ga rgan ) :  Mr.  Mi n i ster. 

HON.  DE NNIS PATTE RSON : Mr . Cha i rman , i t  wa s commi s s i o ned by the board of Thebacha  Col l ege  so I 
s uppose  I s hou l d not an swer for them a s  to whether i t  i s  pub l i c  or not . I t  has  been g i ven to the 
Exec uti ve  Counc i l .  I have a fee l i ng tha t they wou l d be qu i te happy to share it wi th the publ i c . 
It has  the i r  ful l approv al and  the i r  part i c i pati on. But perhaps the board shou l d be a s k ed about  
pub l i c  rel ease rather  tha n  mysel f. Tha n k  you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr. Gargan ) :  Thank  you , Mr . Mi n i ster . We wi l l  take  a 1 5  m i n u te coffee break . 

- - - SHORT REC ESS 

The comm i ttee wi l l  now come to order . Mr. Bal l antyne ,  d i d  you wan t  to ask a que sti o n ?  

M R .  BALLANTYNE : Tha n k  you , Mr. Cha i rman . I have  a quest ion under col l ege program s. I see tha t  
Thebacha Col l ege i n  1 983 -84 offered some c o u r se s  rel a ted to the Norman v/el l s  p i pel i ne. I th i nk a 
mi l l i o n  and  a hal f dol l ars  wa s budgeted fo r tha t .  My fi rst  que sti o n  i s ,  wh a t  courses  di d Thebach a  
Col l ege actual l y  offer rel a ted to the pi pel i ne? My second q ue s t i on i s  wa s t h e  o n e  a nd a h al f 
m i l l i o n  dol l ars  budgeted fu l l y  uti l i zed  and  wa s i t  fu l l y  recovered from the federal gov ernmen t? 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Mr. Mi n i ster. 

HON . DE NNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Ch a i rman , to the l ast que sti o n , the mo ney wa s ful l y  recovered . I c a n  
g i ve the Member a q u i ck ru ndown . Courses were offered i n  dr i ver tra i n i ng ,  cook i ng ,  c l a s s  f i ve a n d  
c l ass  o n e  dri ver trai n i ng i n  Ak l av i k .  C l a s s  fi ve dri ver  tra i n i ng a n d  smal l moto rs a n d  ba s i c  
tra i n i ng and  s k i l l  devel opment i n  Arc t i c  Red R i ver . Fort Frankl i n ,  cook i ng ,  d r i ver tra i n i ng ,  
several cl a s ses. Sm al l motors , bas i c tra i n i ng and  sk i l l  devel opment. Fort Good H ope , cl a s s  one 
and f i ve dr i ver tra i n i ng ,  smal l motors , ba s i c  tra i n i ng and s k i l l  devel opment a nd b a s i c  off ice  
procedures . Fort  Norman , cook ' s  hel pe r ,  c l a s s  one  dri ver  tra i n i ng ,  smal l motors , ba s i c  off i c e  
procedure s .  Fort S i mp son , c l a s s  o n e  d r i ver tra i n i ng ,  cook i ng. Fort Li a rd ,  b a s i c  tra i n i ng a n d  
s k i l l  devel opmen t. H ay Ri ver , we l d i ng a n d  nauti ca l  deckhand . Tro ut Lake , ba s i c  tra i n i ng and sk i l l  
devel o pment .  Inu v i k ,  c l a s s  o n e  dr i ver tra i n i ng. Fort Mc Pherson , c l a s s  one dr i ver tra i n i ng .  There 
wa s a spec i a l co urse in  o i l ri g tha t  i s  not  l i sted here tha t  wa s offered in  P i ne P o i n t. 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Tha n k  you , Mr . Mi n i ster. Mr . Bal l a ntyne .  

M R .  BALLANTYNE :  Than k  you , Mr . Mi n i ster. A s  a fol l ow-up  questi on  to that ,  doe s the government now 
have a pol i cy to g i ve gradua tes  of these programs f i rst pr i or i ty for j ob opportun i ti es. Sec o nd l y ,  
does the gov ernmen t have any sort of  a wo rki ng  arrangement wi th some of the l arge compa n i e s  perhaps  
i nvo l ved wi th expl ora t i on i n  the  Beau fort Sea  or at  the No rman Wel l s  proj ect to encourage them to 
g i v e  grad uates of the se prog ram s the fi rst  opportun i ty fo r j o b s ?  
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C HAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. DE NNIS PATTERSON : think, as far as publ ic service jobs are concerned, that is not my 
department. I cannot real l y  answer that question for the Department of Personnel . 

Meeting N eeds Of  Industry Through E ducation 

On the question of working with industry, I think the whol e purpose of the consol idation of 
training in the Department of Education that I mentioned in my opening remarks is, instead of 
having training taking pl ace in several departments of government, if we have one department 
cl earl y responsibl e then industry wil l have a door through which they may contact the government 
and rel ate to the government in one pl ace . I think this wil l improve our rel ations with inrlustry 
and our strategy is to al l ow us to devel op an information system which wil l work wi th industry to 
find out what j ob opportunities are avail abl e and make sure that our training priorities go into 
creating skil l ed peopl e to fil l those j obs. I think we are working fairl y wel l with industry now 
but it is spl it between at l east two departments, Economic Devel opment and Education. If we have 
it in one department we are hoping that we can do even better at meeting job needs of industry 
through our education programs . Thank you. 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. General comments. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE : At an earl ier point the Minister had mentioned the strategic pl an with respect to 
the col l ege system and commented on its importance . Coul d I j ust ask the Minister to outl ine the 
procedure which the department is taking in responding to that pl an or deal ing .with any of the 
recommendations or impl ications that are in it? Is there a formal process establ ished for deal ing 
with it? 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON :  Mr. Chairman, we have received a number of recommendations frart the 
Thebacha Col l ege board and as a government we have not yet had an opportunity to sit down and l ook 
at the total report, especial l y  where it cal l s  for new initiatives, new programs and new capital 
structures, but we are not standing stil l .  In particular, as I mentioned, we have appl ied to the 
skil l s  growth fund to expand the trades compl ex which certainly was recommended by the RMC study as 
an important capital priority. We expect to hear word on that by the middl e of next month. 

We have al so expedited the consol idation of training which was recommended by the special committee 
and al so referred to and endorsed by the Thebacha Col l ege strategic pl an. We propose to establ ish 
a new division in education with an assistant deputy minister who woul d be specifical l y  charged 
with rel ating to col l ege and training and post-secondary programs in the NWT, taking that burden 
from the deputy minister and giving us more concentrated resources in the col l ege area. But as far 
as the strategic pl an is concerned I have my official s in that department of the headquarters of 
the Department of Education devel oping, anal ysing the study, anal ysing its financial impl ications, 
both capital and operations and ma i ntenarice . They wil l be presenting to· the Executive Council a 
series of options which wil l al l ow us to decide over the l ong term what we do .with these 
recommendations ; what it wil l cost, what pol icy and, indeed, l egisl ative changes are required 
because to impl ement some of these changes we are going to need not onl y pol icy, but l egisl ation 
which wil l establ ish a framework for a col l ege and university system. In fact we are devel oping 
l egisl ative proposal s which wil l be a companion to those directions and give us the l egisl ative 
power to establ ish, formal l y, a col l ege system in the Territories. Up until now it has been done 
by pol icy of the government. We have had it in pl ace now for a coupl e of years and I think we are 
now ready to formal ize that through l egisl ation. So we have tried not to stand stil l whil e we are 
preparing these recommendations for the Executive and I expect that in the next coupl e of months we 
wil l have had the first good l ook at it at the Executive l evel , but , as I mentioned earl ier, there 
was a sort of change of government between the time the report was submitted and now, so we have 
not yet considered the l ong-range impl ications in depth. Thank you. 

Col l ege Programs, Total O And M, Agreed 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister . We are on page 1 6. 0 6  then, col l ege programs, 
$7, 410, 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 
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Conti n u i n g  E ducati on , Total  O A n d  M ,  Agreed 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Conti n u i n g  ed ucati o n , total O and  M ,  $3, 2 55, 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

Student R e s i dence s , Total  O And  M 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Student re s i denc e s . Mr . Mc cal l um .  

M R .  McCALL UM : Mr . Cha i rman , I wo nder  i f  I m ay have  from the Mi n i ster an idea  o f  how muc h i s  pa i d  
per d i em per student to re s i dence s , for exampl e ,  i n  Fort S imp son , I nu v i k ?  I s  i t  $12 ,  $14, $15, o r  
wh a t  i s  the pe r d i em i n  tho se?  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Mr . Mi n i ste r .  

HON . DE NN I S  PATTERSON : Mr . Cha i rman , we d o  no t have the pe r di em costs  pe r stu de n t ,  but I cou l d 
g i ve the Member the a n n u al co sts o f  e ach re s i de n t .  I suppose i t  wou l d be a rel a t i ve ly  s i mpl e 
matter to di v i de tho se annua l  costs  by the number of days and  come up wi th the rate , but I am so rry 
I do not have the parti c u l ar n umbers the Member wi shes . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank  you , Mr . M i n i s ter . M r .  Mc Ca l l um .  

MR .  McCALLUM : Mr . C h a i rman , I wo nder i f  the M i n i ster wou l d i nd i cate to me what amo unt i s  prov i ded 
for students outs i de of the re s i denc e .  Fo r ex ampl e ,  I thi n k  in  Ye l l owk n i fe there  are some students  
who are  getti ng pr i v ate home acc ommodati on . Maybe I cou l d get a per d i em rate on that . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr .  M i n i ster . 

HON . DENN IS PATTERSO N :  I n  Yel l owk n i fe i t  i s  $12 a day ,  Mr .  C ha i rman . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you , Mr . M i n i ste r .  Mr . Mc ca l l um .  

M R .  McCAL L UM : Mr . C h a i rman , I wo nder aga i n  i f  I may ask  the Mi n i ster i s  that the same rate that i s  
pa i d  to students  who atte n d  Grand i n  res i dence?  I s  i t  a $12 p e r  di em? 

C HA I RMAN ( M r .  Ga rgan ) :  Mr . Mi n i ste r . 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTE RSON : I am so rry I d o  not have tha t  i n fo rmati on ,  Mr . Ch ai rman . I f  I cou l d take  
that  q ue s t i on a s  notice  a nd prov i de it  to the  Membe r ,  I thi nk the rates  are adj u s ted acc o rd i ng to 
costs  and  we keep them pa ral l el wi th the rate s establ i shed  by Soc i a l Serv i c e s  fo r home board i ng , so 
they wo ul d vary from c om1n u n i  ty to c ommun i ty acc o rd i ng to the cost  of l i v i ng and i n  l i ne wi th the  
Soc i a l  Serv i c e s  po l i cy .  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Tha n k  yo u ,  Mr . Mi n i ste r .  M r . Mc Cal l um . 

M R .  McCALLUM : Mr . Cha i rman , I g u e s s  the Mi n i ster too k  the wi n d  from my sa i l s .  What  I wa s wa n ti n g  
to d o  i s  to fi nd o u t  what t h e  p e r  d i  em c o st w a s  beca u se i t  i s  my u nderstandi ng t h a t  t h e  Grandi n 
resi denc e i n  Fort Sm i th i s  hav i ng  a d i ffi c ul t time wi th the presen t per di em gi ven  to tho s e  
students . I am not s u re what amount w e  pay t o  Northl a nds sc hool d i v i s i on i n  Al berta for exampl e ,  
to have students get educati o n  who stay at tha t  resi denc e . But  I had  an ul te r i o r  moti v e  i n  aski ng 
thi s of the Mi n i ster b eca u se I wan ted to move a motion to have that per d i em  rate tha t i s  b e i ng 
pa i d  to Grandi n more favourab l y  equa ted wi th wh a t  i t  wo u l d be in  our own gov ernmen t- run ho stel s i f  
i t  i s  not , b ec a u se , as I say , i t  i s  my u nderstandi ng frcrn di sc u s s i ons  that Grand i n  re s i dence i s  
hav i ng a di ffi c u l t ti me  wi th the cost  of  run n i n g tha t  operati o n . That i s  one ope rati o n , Mr . 
C ha i rman , I t h i nk that has  h ad a pretty g ood success  rate over the years . However , wi thout getti ng 
the i n formati on  from the Mi n i ste r , I d o  not dare make any ki n d  of a moti on  to recommend tha t  the 
Mi n i ster a nd hi s department take a l ook at those so t here i s  a more equi tabl e rate pa i d  on a per 
d i em basi s to Grandi n .  Howev er , i t  may po s s i b l y  come bac k ag ai n .  I tho ught I m i ght  have had the 
c h a nce to get someth i ng .  I o n l y  see three Members of  the Executi ve Co u n c i l  across the way a nd I 
tho u g ht thi s mi ght  have been the time to get some ki n d  of a moti o n  i n .  Howeve r , wi tho ut  the 
i n forma t i o n  I c a n not very wel l go a head . 
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CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. McCal l um. Mr . Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I am sorry I do not have that information , Mr. Chairman. It is hard to 
anticipate every question but what I wil l undertake to do is to provide to the Member an anal ysis  
of  our per diem costs at the government-operated residences and at the residences where we contract 
services such as Koe Go Cho in Fort Simpson and Grol l i er Hal l in Inuvik so he can do that, he can 
make that comparison himse l f. Thank you. 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. Mr. Peder sen. 

MR. PEDERSEN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I woul d l ike to reque st from the Minister if I coul d have 
a copy of the same informat i on. It is simil ar information I am after. Akaitcho Hal l I know has 
more students attending Sir J ohn Frankl in than can be accommodated in Aka i tcho Hal l and some are 
now accommodated in private home accommodation. Coul d the Minister indicate how many students are 
accommodated this way and al so does his department by any chance have an estimate of how many 
students wil l be required to be accommodated in private homes in the next, say, five year period 
perhaps?  

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS  PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, there are 1 27 students now in the re sidence in Akaitcho Hal l 
in Yel l owknife and 21 students are presently  being home boarded. As to the second part of the 
Member ' s question I do not have a forecast now, but based on the past I am sure we coul d predict 
what the student l oad might be over the next five years and I woul d be g l ad again to instruct my 
official s to undertake that proj ection. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Bal l antyne. 

Home Boarding P rogram 

MR. BALLANTYNE : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Stil l on the home boarding program, as I understand it 
now the program is in effect just because of the l ack of space in the residences. Is that correct? 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: That is correct, Mr. Chairman. We have a pol icy of trying to make use of 
the residences because of the overhead and the fixed costs that we have there. We require students 
to stay there when there are empty beds. It is onl y because the residence is ful l to capacity that 
we are undertaking home boarding in Yel l owknife. 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Bal l antyne. 

MR. BALLANTYNE :  What I woul d l ike to know is this .  Is any sort of an eval uation being done on the 
program? For instance instead of adding additional bed space to the hostel s, can it ever be 
demonstrated that this is a positive al ternative? That, if given the choice, a number of students 
might prefer this sort of accommodation rather than the hostel ? 

C HAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENN IS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, yes. We acknowl edge that, particul arly some students who may 
be al der and more mature or even not quite as sociabl e as other students, can survive better 
outside the hostel . I wil l use the word survive. In fact, in Akai tcho Hal l in recent years there 
has been a very successful experiment undertaken whereby students were accommodated in the cl uster 
units, I bel ieve they are cal l ed, in Northern United Pl ace. That has worked w el l .  Al so I think we 
are open to those kinds of al ternatives.  As  a matter  of fact I j ust met today with the pre sident 
of the Dene Nation who said that there are some Dene students who, in his view , because of the 
cul tural environment that they can find in certain Dene famil ies in the city, are better off in 
private homes than they are in Akaitcho Hal l . Mr. Kakf�1i asked me if I woul d l ook into the 
possibil ity of establ ishing a pol icy to accommodate students with these special needs.  I tol d him 
that I was open to that, e special l y  since the residence is quite ful l anyway. I was open to 
reviewing the special situation of the Dene students that he had identified to me. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Ministe r. Suppl ementary, Mr. Bal l antyne. 
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MR. BALLANTYNE : Yes , the fol l owing question to that. I understand that the rate for a home 
boarding program is $1 2 a day. Has the Minister had any compl aints fran any of the peopl e who are 
actual l y  participating in the program and providing homes , that $ 1 2  a day might not be adequate to 
feed a growing teen-ager? 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON :  Actual l y ,  Mr. Chairman , we had a number of compl aints so we increased the 
rate to $ 1 2. My information is that we are abl e to attract good famil ies , good homes in good 
numbers now , with that rate in this city . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan):  Thank you, Mr . Minister. Mrs . Lawrence. 

MRS .  LAWRENCE : Thank you , Mr. Chairman. My question is that somebody had brought up about 
students getting kicked out of Akaitcho Hal l .  Does that mean that once a student is sent out or 
kicked out that he or she can go back to school if the individual student shoul d find accommodation 
of her own? Can they l et her go back to school ? Because that means that if they do not al l ow her 
to go back to school then it is not doing her any good , by throwing her out of school as w el l .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENN IS PATTERSON: No, Mr. Chairman , the hostel has its own rul es and the students that 
viol ate those rul es may not be al l owed to remain at the hostel . It certainl y does not mean that 
they are out of school . They have the opportunity to continue to attend high school and the 
decision about whether or not they are suspended from high school rests with the high school . So , 
a student who can find her own accommodation is stil l abl e to attend school . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you , Mr. Minister. Mrs. Lawrence. 

MRS .  LAWRENCE : Thank you , Mr. Minister. I have another question about that comment that I made 
earl ier regarding the program where the funding was cut off , the program that was running in Fort 
Resol ution. I wonder if the Minister found any information on that program that I was tal king 
about. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan): Mr . Minister. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Yes , Mr. Chairman , I apol ogize for the confusion in this matter. I was 
convi ne ed yesterday that the Member was re ferring to an adul t education program where al l owances 
were sponsored by Canada Empl oyment and I mmigration. It indeed i s  a different program that  is al so 
offered in Fort Resol ution under the Canada community devel opment program. We have l earned that 
CEIC has committed $53 , 508 to this program and it is schedul ed to terminate March 9 th. We now have 
the information from CEIC and the Member's advice that it is a worthwhil e proj ect. We wil l 
endeavour to use our good offices to persuade CEIC to continue the program until the end of the 
school year as the Member requested. Fail ing that we wil l see what we can do , given the absence of 
a home economics program in the school , to support the proj ect to the end of the school year if the 
CEIC is not abl e to continue it. 

S tudent Residences , Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Page 16 . 0 8 ,  student residences , $4 , 5 52 , 000 . 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

- - -Agreed 

Total Grants And Contributions 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan) : Thank you. 
MacQuarrie. 

Detail of grants and contributions , page 1 6. 09. Mr. 

MR. MacQUARRIE : Thank you , Mr . Chairman. With respect to post-secondary students, I have had the 
concern -- it is a theoretical concern in the past - - that with the removal of the . part of the 
Edmonton office and what appeared to be a reduction in counsel l ing services ,  we might begin to 
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see more drop-outs  among students wh o are go i ng to the South fo r po st- secondary educati on. Cou l d I 
a sk whether the M ini ster has  stati s t i cs to i ndi cate over th i s  pa st year j ust how that i s  worki ng 
out? Is there any wo rse a percentage of drop-outs  than there had been in the pa st? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Mr. Mi ni ste r . 

HON. DE NNIS PATTER SON : Mr. Cha i rman , f i r stl y we di d reta i n  a counsel l or i n  Edmonton . There i s  a 
f u l l -t ime counsel l or there ava i l abl e to the l a rge number of terri tori al students who go to school 
in Edmonton. I do no t have sta ti sti  cs here on succes s  rate s of students under our grants and 
bursar ies  program. I am i nformed , general l y ,  that they do very wel l .  They are i ncrea s i ng in the i r 
rate of succe ss  rather than any trend the other way. I coul d prov i de the Member wi th , not 
i nd i v i dual marks , b ut i nd i cati ons of how many of our  students pass  thei r courses each year . I am 
sorry I do not have that  i nformati on at my f i nger ti ps  except the repo rts of the student serv i ces  
off ice that  our students are  do i ng very wel l .  Of co urse , some of them h a ve di st i ng u i shed 
them sel ves  wi th schol arsh i ps  and other di sti ncti ons. Of cour se , we do prov i de schol arsh i ps  now fo r 
80 per cent ach i evement in h i gh school and at the uni vers i ty l ev el wh i ch seem to h ave been wel l 
recei v ed. I know we have g i v en out si gni f i cant numbers of tho se ach i evement awards. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) : Thank you , Mr. Mi ni ster. Mr . MacQuarri e.  

MR. MacQUARR I E : Th ank you , Mr. Cha i rman. I do no t need that  informati on immed i a tel y but  i t  i s  an 
area I am i ntere sted in so I wou l d ap preci ate taki ng the M ini s ter up on h i s offer to rece i ve that  
ki nd of  info rmati on at an  appropr i a te po int. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Thank you , Mr . MacQu a rr i e .  Deta i l  of grants and contri b uti ons. Mr . 
Ba l l antyne. 

Tree Of Peace F undi ng 

MR. BAL LANTYNE :  Mr. Cha i rman , on page 1 6 . 1 0 I see the grant to the Tree of Pe ace i s  $144, 000. 
Tha t  i s  fo r the ki ndergarten. The Tree of Peace al so runs an adul t ed ucati on program. Is there 
some other f undi ng i denti f i ed for the Tree of Peace or i s  $ 144 , 000  the total f undi ng for the Tree 
of Peace? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ga rgan ) : Mr. Mi ni ster. 

HON. DE NN IS PATTERSON : The b udget book i s  not qu i te accurate , Mr. Cha i rman. It i s  fo r both the 
adu l t educa ti on and the k i ndergarten p rogram . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Thank you. Mr . Ba l l antyne. 

MR. BAL LANTYNE : I woul d l i ke to make the M i ni ster and h i s off ic i al s aware that the Tree of Pe ace 
are  about $ 1 5 , 000 short  of wh a t  they actua l l y  need to have the program. I do not know i f  they hav e 
been i n  contact wi th you or wi th Mr. Lewi s b ut i f  they have not I am s ure · they wi l l  be s hortl y .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ga rgan ) : Mr. Mi ni ster. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSO N : Mr . Cha i rman ,  we did g i ve a $7000 i ncrease over l a st year to try to cover 
some of the increased costs  and my deputy i nforms me tha t  he wa s to meet wi th Mr. Eag l e today but 
he had to come here today i n s te ad. So I t h i nk they wi l l  be meeti ng shortl y. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Thank you , Mr. Mini s ter. Mrs. Lawrence. 

MRS. LAWR E NCE : Thank you , Mr. Cha i rman. B ack to page  1 6. 0 9  under the boards of educat i on grants. 
It seems there is such a bi g amount. Can yo u ex pl a i n  to me what al l is  i nvo l ved? Al so ,  I sti l l 
want that pol i cy for grants and b u r sar i es. Is  it  pos s i bl e  for me to obta i n  that pol icy? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) : Mr. Mini s ter. 

F undi ng For Boards  Of Educati on 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSO N :  Yes ,  Mr. Cha i rman. I h ad meant to prov i de that i nformation to the Membe r  
or to the Ho use  and I have  i t  o n  my de sk , but  I j us t  pa s sed by i t  today i n  returns to que sti ons. 
Yes , i t  certa i nl y  i s  po s s i bl e  to prov i de t he pol i cy and cri teri a for grants and bursar i es . 
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The funding to the school boards looks large. In fact it is as generous as we can be. But Members 
s hould know that the school boards in Yellowknife represent approximately 20 per cent of the 
students in the Northwest Territories and the grants are simply based on a formula which takes into 
account all the costs that the government ordinarily has to meet in running a territorial school ; 
fuel, materials and supplies, maintenance, utilities, water, as well as staff. What we do is look 
at the nearest comparable communities around the lake and provide the school boards in Yellowknife 
with the same level of support with a 25 per cent reduction, which is made up by the taxpayers of 
the city of Yellowknife . We did revise the fonnula at the request of the school boards. We 
reviewed it and revised it and it now does include a formula for special education funding based on 
the level of services provided in the Fort Smith Region . That is quite a high level of service. 
It has resulted in more funds being available for special educ'ation this year ·in districts one and 
two. But it is really just based on the costs that we incur in comparable government schools, les s  
the moneys that are raised by Yellowknife taxpayers, which amount to about a quarter of the costs .  
Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan } :  Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr . Appaqaq . 

Terry Fox Foundation 

MR. APPAQAQ : (Translation } Thank you, Mr. Chairman. On page 16 . 09 I would like to make a comment 
regarding the Terry Fox Foundation. Looking back at the Terry Fox marathon when the incident was 
happening, if this were translated people would be able to help themselves to know more about the 
situation . I was asked in my constituency if you might be able to get to translate Terry Fox ' s 
life into Inuktitut. Terry Fox's life was so emotionally involved so I think we should give this  
information to other communities and maybe it would be some help if you could write Terry Fox's 
life and translate it into Inuktitut . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Chainnan. I thank the Member for that advice. I think 
Terry Fox is an inspiration to all Canadians and we should find a way to incorporate his life story 
into our school curriculum. I am going to follow that up on the Member's advice, but I would like 
to explain, Mr. Chairman, that this reference to Terry Fox in contributions is a small fund that we 
have to help send territorial students to the Terry Fox Centre in Ottawa. Communities that can 
raise one quarter of the travel costs can get assistance from us and a program called Open House 
Canada. They can visit the Terry Fox Centre in Ottawa and meet other students fr001 across the 
country, see the nation's capital and find out more about Terry Fox ' s life . So that is what that 
contributions fund is for, but I think the Member has given us good advice on making sure our 
students know about the example set by Terry Fox . Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Funding For Athletic Competition 

MR. MacQUARRIE : I would turn the Minister ' s  attention to 16. 09 under contributions, the NWT School 
Athletics As sociation. This I understand is a contribution that is made to this as sociation each 
year to help interschool athletic competitions, the travel costs for interschool athletic 
competitions, but I understand this has not been raised significantly over the last t hree years at 
least, or perhaps longer than that. I also am aware that somewhere in the neighbourhood of perhaps 
$150, 000 would have been spent by schools last year in having students travel fr001 one school to 
another for participation in athletic events. In view of that I j ust feel that there should be 
some significant change in the amount that is allocated for this purpose. I think it is a very 
desirab l e  kind of exchange socially as well as athletically. So I would like to see a more 
significant amount allocated to t hat, but I guess I would also like to see a special designation of 
part of that fund for high school interathl eti c competitions because wtien students get to the high  
school level where the development of  skills has occurred to a considerable extent then I think 
that interschool athletic competition becomes even more important. I believe right at the moment 
it is j ust a block fund and decisions are made without respect to grade level so that there is not 
a great deal available for assisting the hig h  schools in this regard. Could I ask the Minister 
whether there is the possibility of increasing that amount and whether he perhaps also feels that 
some part of the fund should be designated to assist hig h  school travel? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan) : Mr . Minister. 
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HON. DE NN I S  PATTERSON : Mr . Chairman , I am glad the Member rai sed this because I had ag reed fully 
with what he says and in fact I thought I had directed that we increase this allocation. I 
recognize that it is small , that it has not changed fo r many years and I do recognize that 
communities and schools are raising s i gnificant amounts of money on their own and g rowing amounts 
of money and that we should at 1 east try and inc rease the portion of our contribution .  I have 
received many representations from physical education teachers even in my own con stituency about 
this and I can tell the Member that I am very confident we can find a way to enlarge this amount in 
the coming year. I know we can find a way because I think it is worthwh i le .  I think this is a 
very important part of  education and I think we have to keep pac e wi th the effo rts that schools are 
making. Maybe there is merit to the idea of setti ng as i de 'a separate catego ry for high schools 
because they have a d i fferent 1 evel of competition and a separate need . We have done that wi th 
computers and I do not see why we cannot split up this fund , but wi thout being specific I can 
assure the Member that I am determined to do something about thi s and I am sure a way can be found. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Thank you , Mr. Minister .  Mr. Erkloo . 

Cultural I ncl us ion 

MR. ERKLOO : (Translation) Thank you , Mr. Chairman. On page 1 6. 09 ,  the very last paragraph , 
I am going to ask a que stion concerning cultural inclusion . I s  this talking about one person who 
will be paid $35  a day? That is pe r head? 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr.  Gargan) : Mr.  Minister .  

HON. DE NN I S  PATTERSON : That i s  the $ 3 5  per student grant , where it comes from . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Thank you , Mr. Minister.  Mr. Erkloo . 

MR. ERKLOO : (Tran slation) Thank you , · Mr. Chairman. To my understanding they are divided into 
different groups for cultural inclusion and English programs.  I thought they were going to try and 
amalgamate those two di fferent program s . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan): Mr. Mini ster . 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTERSON : Mr . Chairman , I agree with the Member that cultural program s should not be 
added on to the school program through a separate fund. My own feeling i s  that as we succeed in 
training bilingual teachers  and in making our curriculum more relevant to the culture and hi sto ry 
of particular communit i e s , the school will become a cul tural event in i t self. There will be no 
need to add on cultural prog rams . Thi s  is a belief that I have. I thi nk I ag ree with what the 
Member is saying. It is j ust that I find that it is very difficult to stop a program once in 
pl ace. I am afraid that I would receive a very negative reaction if I were to take the cultural 
i nclusion fund and put it into the department budget toward curriculum development and toward 
improving the cultural content of the school through teacher training and this so rt of thin9 . So 
it still remains and I would welcome the Member ' s 1 eadershi p in find i ng a better way to use the se  
fund s  because I think that sometimes  they are used  effecti vely and sometimes they are not .  I woul d 
rather not see them added on to the regular school program. Thank you. 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you , Mr. Mini ster .  Mr. Angottitauruq . 

Written Record O f  Culture 

MR. AN GOTT ITAURUQ :  Thank you , Mr. Chairman . Looking at culture there , I have some stro ng feelings 
toward culture . Lately I d o  not al so feel that i t  should be taught i n  classrooms .  But there i s  
nothi ng really that marks down the culture these days in a book -- or the parents can not really 
teach their kids any more because they are 1 i vi ng in house s now and that i s  a di fferent sto ry . To 
really remind the kids of cul ture they have to be out on the l and or somewhere be sides the house s , 
and peopl e usually do not take their kids out fo r camping. I stro ngly feel that i t  should not be 
fo rgotten but I really do not think that it should be taught i n  clas srooms because ,  well , nowadays 
students are , whatever you call it , people are changing to a modern way of living .  But to think  of 
culture and hearing that there are , some of the se things are in museums , and I really do not 
believe in collecting too many things about culture in museums because not a whole lot of people i n  
settlements get the chance to see them. I strongly feel that be fore the elders are fading away 
that thi s  should be marked and be put in a book  completely so that i n  the future i t  could be 
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taught. I f  need be, to be remembered or just as a l i brary, not real l y  to teach but for i nterested 
peopl e to read. I have seen a l ot of books about the North but these books some of them are made 
so beauti ful that peopl e just buy them just to hear the good story. It is  not real l y  educati onal . 
Some of them are not even true. But what I am thi nki ng is  before the el ders fade away I bel i eve 
that somethi n g  shoul d be put i n  a book so that it coul d be saved for the future . There is a l ot of 
money here that is goi ng toward cul ture. I bel i eve, i n  the future that somethi ng shoul d be done to 
take some of that money that goes toward cul ture and get some few peopl e travel l i ng  from one 
settl ement to the other to real l y  put that i n  a book. That is what I bel i eve and I woul d l i ke the 
Mi n i ster's repl y to see whether that coul d be thought of i n  the future. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr . Gargan) :  Mr. Mi n i ster. 

HON. DE NN IS  PATTERSON : Mr. Chai rman , I am very impressed wi th what the Member says and I thi nk 
there i s  great meri t in what he says. The porti on of that $2. 7  mi l l  i on wh i ch goes i nto cul tural 
i ncl usi on is about $420, 000 and it represents a $ 3 5  per student per year grant wh i ch goes di rectl y 
to the l ocal educati on author it ies. I f  the Members of this  Assembly are sayi ng there are better 
ways of usi n g  those funds so as to preserve the cul tural her itage , the ri ch cul tural weal th of the 
Northwest Terri tories for succeedi ng generati ons, then I am qui te w i l l i ng to reconsider how we 
spend those funds. However, as I have sai d  earl i er, I know that there are a number of l ocal 
educati on authori ties who woul d compl a i n  i f  those funds were not ava i l abl e to them. Some of those 
l ocal educati on authoriti es actual l y  do make it poss ibl e for parents to take thei r chi l dren out on 
the l and i n  the spri ng or for hunters to take ch i l dren out on the l and who mi ght not otherwi se have 
an opportun i ty to see cul tural ski l l s  bei n g  practi sed as Mr. Angotti tauruq was suggesti ng. 

The other factor now enter i n g  i nto i t  i s  the i n i ti ati ve taken by my col l eague, the Hon. N i ck 
Si bbeston, to establ i sh a Mi n i stry of Cul ture wh i ch woul d seek to preserve and promote cul tural 
acti v i ti es i n  the Northwest Terri tori es. I guess what I am sayi ng  is that I am getti ng di recti on 
from Members of this House, wh i ch I wel come, to rev i ew the effecti veness of this  program and 
perhaps to, in l i ght of Mr. Si bbeston's i n i ti ati ves i n  the area of cul ture , fi nd out whether there 
may be more effecti ve ways i n  wh i ch to use these moneys. I f  we had di v i s i onal school boards they 
woul d take thi s  grant and deci de for themsel ves whether they woul d wi sh to spend i t  on cul tural 
programs or put it i nto other programs . So, the di vi si onal board woul d take the di scretion away 
from the department and put i t  i nto the hands of the el ected representati ves i n  a parti cul ar 
regi on. Unt i l  we get d i v i s i onal school boards establ i shed, I am qui te w i l l i ng to rev iew the 
effecti veness of thi s  program wi th my offi c ial s and before next school year take another l ook at 
how we mi ght better use those funds to promote the goal s that the Members have menti oned .  Thank 
you. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Gargan):  Thank you , Mr . Mi n i ster. Mr . Erkl oo. 

MR . ERKLOO : Thank you, Mr. Chai rman . When we tal k about cul ture maybe we are tal ki ng  about 
di fferent cul tures. What I am tal ki ng about i s  ch i l dren, prepari ng them where they are. That i s  
what I am tal ki ng about . I am not tal ki ng  about goi n g  back to 2000 years ago. What I am tal ki ng 
about is  my chi l d  bei ng taught at the school so he can l i ve in Pond I n l et. I f  he was taught i n, 
l et us say, Yel l owkn i fe, that woul d be somethi ng  el se. He woul d have to dri ve a truck to be abl e  
to l i ve. I n  the smal l er communi t ies i t  i s  somethi ng el se. When your skidoo breaks down you have 
to surv i ve, you have to l ook after yoursel f .  The women have to be abl e  to make the cl othi ng for 
their  husbands. That is what I am tal ki ng about because when I go out with my 17 year ol d I expect 
h im  to act l i ke a 17 year ol d, not seven years ol d. When I go out wi th the Kabl oona I have to l ook 
after h im, I do not know, l i ke a young person because he is not sui table to that envi ronment or 
conditi on. I thi nk my younger generati on and the next generat ion wi l l  l i ve around Pond I n l et for a 
l ong ti me to come. So we have to prepare them . They have to l i ve i n  that si tuati on or condi ti on. 
That is what I am tal ki n g  about when I say cul tural . I am not tal ki ng about 2000 years ago 
cul ture . Thank you. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Erkl oo. We are on page 16. 09, grants and contr ibut i ons . 
Mrs. Sorensen. 

I ndi genous Language Devel opment 

MRS. SORENSEN : On page 16. 09 you have i n d i genous l anguage devel opment program . The Mi n i ster made 
the comment i n  hi s open i ng remarks w ith respect to that program and I am wonderi ng i f  you coul d 
el aborate for me on how you are pul l i n g  it  al l together, parti cul arl y wi th respect to the Dene 
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l anguages and the newness of the program . I think we are now two years into the indigenous 
l anguage program in the West, in a meaningful way , in a pl anned way . Can you perhaps enl ighten me 
and the committee on how wel l you are doing now and what the pl an s are for the future? Whether we 
can continue as a government to rel y on outside projects l ike this to continue to devel op the work 
that need s to be done in the programs or whether at some point do we have to pul l it al l together 
under one body? 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan) : Mr . Minister . 

HON . DEN N IS PATTERSO N :  Thank you, Mr . Chairman . The Member 'has very wel l stated the chal l enges 
we have to address with this fund . I shoul d expl ain that significant resources from the Department 
of Education have gone into supporting the proj ects and trying to co-ordinate the projects so that 
where a Sl avey curricul um is devel oped in a particul ar community it can be shared with other 
communities . We have had, I think, significant succes ses in producing curricul um material s that 
are useful in cl as srooms and we have had, I woul d say at l east, offhand, six or seven ful l - time 
staff peopl e working for the Department of Education who are themsel ves experts in various native 
l anguages as wel l as curricul um devel opment, working in the Keewatin buil ding together, to try to 
support these projects and as sist in devel oping curricul um which has educational rel evance . 

We have al so found that we had to sort of start at the beginning in many communities and train 
peopl e because we just  do not have skil l ed l inguists  or peopl e who have the necessary skil l s  to 
prepare and devel op curricul um existing in . the communities. So in l ooking at or discus sing, 
reviewing  the program in connection with this budget preparation it was observed that perhaps we 
shoul d have put more ef fort in earl ier years in to actual l y  training before we started trying to 
produce curricul um material because as it was, we tried to do both at once, knowing that it was a 
program designed to terminate after three years . But general l y  I woul d say that we have done a 
significant amount of good work and l earned quite a bit .  

With the hel p of the Secretary of State we are going to be sitting down in earl y April to assess  
exactl y where we have gone and where we shoul d go  fran here, what the priorities s houl d be. I can 
briefl y describe to the Member the obj ectives we have set for 1984-85 for the fun d .  They are to 
assist projects to concl ude their research activities, to anal yse and appropriatel y record 
l inguistic, social and cul tural research data col l ected during the initial years . In other words, 
to make sure that before the fund ends, we have col l ected everything . To gather and compl ete 
l earning and cl assroom material s and make sure that it i s  produced and made avail abl e  to other 
communities .  For Dene l anguages to devel op a curricul um outl ine for native l anguages as first 
1 anguage situation s and al  so for native l anguages as second l anguage situations .  In Inukti tut to 
produce material s to support the kindergarten to grade six curricul um outl ine prepared by the 
department .  That is an exampl e where the department has devel oped an outl ine and we are counting  
on  communities to fil l in  with the production of material s .  To continue to provide training for 
individual s invol ved in native l anguage curricul um material s devel opment and native l anguage 
teaching. To work cl osel y with regions so that they can assume a greater rol e in the ongoing 
devel opment  of l ocal l anguage specific resources to support the l anguage curricul um and to prepare 
proposal s and recommendation s concerning ongoing funding and resource al l ocations for the 
continuance of work at the regional l evel . 

I have been warned I guess  that we are muc h further ahead wi th the Inuktitut curricul um devel opment 
than we are with the Atha pa scan 1 anguages, that to reach a simil ar l evel with Atha pa scan 1 anguages 
wil l require greater l evel s of endeavor given the degree of l anguage l os s, the number of l anguages 
invol ved and the l imited present usage of native l anguages in publ ic documents and material s .  For 
these reason s it l ooks very much l ike - - at l east for the Athapascan l anguages or particul arl y for 
the Athapascan l anguages - - we are going to require a sustained l evel of support over future years 
if we are to succeed in preserving those l anguages and enhancing their use . We are al ready working 
on  appropriate strategies and funds to meet these chal l enges beyond  1985 .  As  I say, fortunatel y 
the Secretary of State has devel oped a new program and this conference wil l al l ow us to address  
j ust what l evel of  support we can expect now from the federal government which is pouring 
s i g nificant resources into bil ingual educ a ti on in terms of French and Eng l ish but has just  started 
to address the probl em of indigenous l anguages . I hope we are real l y  going to devel op some 
l ong-range goal s at this conference which wil l basical l y  bring together al l the participants in the 
indigenous l anguage fund projects over the l ast coupl e of years . Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr . Minister . Page 16. 10, total contributions i s  $6, 199, 000. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 
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Total G rants And Contri buti o n s , Agreed 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank  you .  To tal grants and contr i b uti ons , $ 1 4 , 60 1 , 000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON .  MEMBERS : Ag reed . 

- - -Ag reed 

Admi n i strati on , Total Capi tal , Agreed 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Deta i l  of capi tal , total adm i n i strati o n , $54 , 000 . Agreed?  

SOME  HON . MEMB ERS : Agreed . 

- - -Ag reed 

School s 

B u i l d i ngs  And Work s , Total  Cap i tal , Agreed 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Total bui l d i ng s  and wo rks , $9 , 94 5 , 000 . Agreed ? 

SOM E  HON .  MEMBERS : Ag reed . 

- --Ag reed 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Thank  yo u .  Mr' . Erkl oo . 

MR .  ERKLOO : ( Transl ati o n )  Thank  yo u ,  Mr . Ch a i rman . There are a l ot of pl aces that  have been done 
and al so I am aware of  new sc hool s be i ng b u i l t  i n  other d i fferent settl ements . C an you cl ari fy 
whe re the Pond I n l et sc hool woul d get some more money to bu i l d  an ex ten s i o n  to the c l a s sroom s  i n  
Pond  I nl et i n  1 984? 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Mr .  Mi n i ster . 

HON .  DENN IS  PATTERSO N :  Mr . Cha i nnan , the cap i tal p l an i s  not necessar i ly as  r i g i d  as i t  appears to 
be i n  thi s book . We can , i n  respond i ng to needs  tha t have not been anti c i pated , br i ng  proj ects 
forwa rd , e spec i al l y  i f  they are smal l er proj ects a nd - ta ke advan tage of moneys wh i ch for one rea son 
or  another are not used i n  a parti c ul ar year . As I men ti o ned to the Member i n  the House , I 
rec ogni ze fu l ly  that the sc hool i n  Pond  I nl et i s  now c rowded and w i l l bec ome more c rowded i n  the 
com i ng year . Therefo re ,  I thi n k  in  advance  of  the sc hool add i ti on bei ng  constructed to repl ace the 
ol d wi ng I am qu i te confi dent that through thi s cap i tal o utl ook process  we coul d b u i l d  a doubl e 
portabl e c l as sroom to ease the stra i n ev en i n  the com i ng year  through the capi ta l outl ook proces s .  
The maj or addi t i o n , fo ur c l as sroom addi t i on i s  sti l l  on schedul e for prel i m i nary work i n  1985 , 
des i gn  i n  1 986 and  construc ti on  i n  1 987 , but  si nce  there i s  a space cri s i s there I am l ooki ng at 
putti ng a portabl e fac i l i ty in to al l ev i ate the overc rowd i ng s i tuati on u nt i l  the new addi t i on i s  
b u i l t .  We al so made i t  fo r l a st ye ar , but  because  o f  seal i ft deadl i ne s  coul d not qui te get the 
ma teri al s to Pond I n l et on t i me ,  b ut I th i nk thi s year we coul d certa i nly do it wi th more l e ad 
t ime . I hope that  an swers  the Member ' s  que sti o n . 

M i nor  P rojects , School s ,  Total  Cap i tal , Agreed 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank  you , Mr . Mi n i ster . Page 1 6 . 1 2 , total mi nor  proj ec ts , $ 527 , 000 . 
Agreed? 

SOME HON .  MEMB ERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

Furn i tu re And E qu i pment ,  School s ,  Total  C ap i tal , Agreed 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Total furn i ture and equ i pment ,  $ 7 5 2 , 000 .  Agreed? 

SOME HON.  MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 
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Grants, Total Capital, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Total grants, $150, 000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

Schools, Total Capital, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan): Total schools, $11, 374, 000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---,!\greed 

Continuing Education 

Minor Projects, Total Capital, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Gargan): Total minor projects, $45, 000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Furniture And Equipment, Total Capital, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Total furniture and equipment, $85, 000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Continuing Education, T otal Capital, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan): Total continui ng educatio n, $130 , 000. Agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS :  Agreed. 

---Agreed 

College Program 

Bui ldings And Works, Total Capi tal, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Total buildings and works, $3 50, 000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Furniture, Equipment And Mobile Equipment , Total Capital, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan ) :  Total furniture, equipment and mobile equipment, $526, 000. Agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 
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Col l ege P rogram , Total Capi tal , Agreed 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Total col l ege  prog ram , $876 , 000. Ag reed? 

SOM E  HON . MEMB ERS : Ag reed . 

- - -Ag reed 

Student Re s i dences 

Bui l d i n gs  And Work s ,  Total Cap i tal 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Total bui l d i n g s  and work s ,  Mrs . Soren sen . 

MRS . SORENSE N :  Thank you , Mr. Chai rman . I am i n terested i n  the two 1 2  bed ho stel s fo r  Fort 
Mc Pher son. I wonder i f  I coul d have an expl anati on of th i s proj ec t ,  pl ease. 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr. M i n i ster . 

HON .  DENN IS  PATTERSON : Mr. Chai rman , the hostel s i n  Fort Mc Pher son are bad ly  run down . I hav e  
s e e n  that for mysel f ,  but I am i n formed by my off i c i al s that the commun i ty apparen tl y has ex pre ssed  
a des i re to have us  study the  home board i ng opti on that Mr .  Bal l an tyne al l uded to earl i er as an  
al ternati v e  to the i n sti tuti onal approac h so  at  the reque st  of the commun i ty we are - - I g ues s  we 
have p ut th i s proj ect on hol d un t i l  we i nvest i gate th i s opti on for them .  I th i nk that i s  al l I 
coul d say at the momen t .  Than k you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr. Gargan ) :  Than k you , Mr. Mi n i ster . Mrs . Soren sen . 

M RS. SORENS E N : Maybe you coul d enl i g hten me , Mr . Mi n i ster , who uses  the ho stel ? There i s  not a 
h i gh sc hool i n  Fort Mc Pher son . Who i s  i t  de s i gned for? 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr. Gargan ) :  Mr. Mi n i s ter . 

HON. DENN IS  PATTERSO N :  M r .  Chai rman , there are several smal l hostel s i n  the Mac k en z i e  Val l ey .  
There is another one i n  Fort Good Hope. The se fac i l i ti e s  hav e been requi red fo r  students l'klose  
parents go  out trapp i ng and  go  out on the l and so  that the  students  can remai n b e h i nd and  get  an 
educati on . They have been used seasonal l y  and they i nc l ude stu den ts from Fort Mc Pherson , but al so 
from other c ommun i t i e s  i n  that reg i on who s i ni i l arl y have c h i l dren who woul d not be abl e  to get an 
ed ucati on  otherwi se . As Ms Cournoyea po i n ted out , i n  that area not ev ery comm un i ty doe s ye t hav e 
g rade n i ne .  I b el i eve we are st i l l work i ng on getti ng up to grade n i ne i n  Arc t i c  Red R i ver , 
al though  I th i nk some prog re s s  was made i n  the l ast  ye ar . So i t  probab l y i nc l ude s some students  
from commun i t i e s  l i ke Arc t i c  Red  R i v er who cannot get even  to grade n i ne ,  in  the i r  home 
commun i ti e s. 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Than k you , Mr. Mi n i ster . Mrs . Soren sen. 

M RS . SOR E NS E N : Two que sti ons  ari se out of that then.  Who l ooks  after the ch i l dren l'klen they are 
in the hostel ? Are they government empl oyees or i s  i t  a c ommun i ty - run i n sti tut i on?  Secondl y ,  do 
we hav e wi th i n  the Department of Educati on a pol i cy that al l ows other commun i ti e s to hav e si m i l ar 
type s of i n sti tuti on s  b ecause obv i ou s l y  there are other c ommun i t i e s , many other c omm un i t i es where 
parents go out on the l and  wh o ,  pe rhaps , woul d l i ke to l eav e the i r  chi l dren in the commun i ty for 
si m i l ar k i nds of reasons such as attend i ng school . So do we have a pol i cy and numb er two , who i s  
i nvol ved i n  the runn i ng of the i n sti tuti on?  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Mr . Mi n i ster . 

HON . DE NN I S  PATTE RSON : Mr . Chai rman , the se fac i l i ti e s  are real l y  a l egacy of the era l'klen  the 
federal government had res pon s i b i l i ty for educat i on . The hostel s are us ual l y  run by con tract wi th  
the  l ocal band counc i l .  The empl oyee s  - - I shoul d not  cal l them empl oyee s ,  they are real l y  group 
home paren t s  - - are not real l y  p ub l i c  s ervants . Because those are , I gues s ,  l egac i es of the 
federal era we do not hav e a pol i cy that al l ows_ for s im i l ar fac i l i ti e s  ac ross  the Northwe st  
Terri tor i e s ,  al though I t h i nk it  i s  fai r to say that we do try to accommodate in  our var i ous  
resi denc e s , students  whose parents are  on  the l and  l'klo woul d not othe rwi se rece i v e an  educati on . I 
do not th i nk we have a pol i cy as suc h .  It i s  more or l e ss  an ad hoc commun i ty by c omm un i ty 
arrangemen t  1-1h i c h seem s to be work i ng fai r l y  we l l . 
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CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan ) :  Thank you, Mr . Mi nister. Mrs. Lawrence. 

MRS. LAWRENCE : Thank you, Mr . Chairman. The questi on I was goi ng to ask, Mrs.  Sorensen  has asked 
but whil e I have the fl oor I woul d l i ke to ask, it seems that when the federal government was 
responsi bl e for educati on they met the need s of the peopl e at the commun i ty l evel such as thi s 
hostel that has been existi ng in Fort McPherson. I know i n  some areas there i s  a need for that 
sort of thing because there are famil ie s that woul d l ike to go trapping and they cannot l eave the i r  
c hil dren with anybody el se. There is n o  provi sion made for these families. I wonder i f  i t  is  
possibl e for the Education departmen t to  consider having at  least a regional set-up for people that 
woul d l ike to go out hunting to l eave their c h i ldren behind duri ng the sc hool months.  

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Mr. Mi n i ster. 

No Pol icy For Students Whose Parents Are Out On T he Land 

HON. DENN IS PATTERSON: I think the Member is aski ng if we coul d l ook i n to devel oping a pol icy for 
residences in reg i on s  for students whose parents are out on the l and.  I guess in answer to Mrs. 
Lawrenc e's questi on, I thi nk we have programs i n  p l ace in some communities. But no real pol icy. 
So maybe we shoul d l ook at whe ther there are need s in other areas that are not being met. We are 
l ooking in Fort Mc Pherson at developing al ternatives to the in stitutional approach through the home 
boarding situati on. I t  may be cheaper and may be more effecti ve for us to offer to board studen ts 
whose parents are out on the l and. So I think in the course of reviewing the Fort Mc Pherson 
community proposal for home boarding as an al ternative to hostels we should be able to come up wi th 
a pol i cy that we can apply in other communities. I take that as good advice fr001 the Members and I 
will l ook in to that. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Nerysoo. 

HON. RI CHARD NERYSOO : Al l good pol iti cians must  come  to the aid of their communities when it seems 
there is confusion in the c omments that are being direc ted toward the Minister. First of al l I 
woul d like to commend the Minister for finall y responding to a concern that arose some five years 
ago in which the communities were reque sting a re sidence in Fort McP herson. In fact, it was a 
suggestion at that time of the departmen t to move a portion of the Fort Good Hope hostel to Fort 
McPherson. That did not come about. During that period we al so removed the existi ng federal 
hostel and in fac t compl e tely demol ished it. That wa s a decision that, of course,  the Executi ve 
Council made but i t  was a suggestion by the engineers of the Government of the Northwes t  
Territories to do  so. 

The other concern that wa s not addressed I think was - - it seemed to centre around the idea of Fort 
McPherson getting the hostel -- that they are l ooki ng at options. I think that I would have to 
suggest that they are not total ly comm i tted to the idea of the hostel and both hostel s being 
constructed in that community. So I think I woul d have to c l arify those particular issues. I f  you 
have other concerns I suggest to the Members of the House they tal k to their 1 ocal education 
authority about their ideas on the particul ar issue as well. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Gargan): Thank you, Mr . Nerysoo. Mrs. Sorensen. 

Need For Clear Pol icy 

MRS. SORENSEN :  Mr. Chai rman, my questions and the answers I have received have not provided for 
any confusion at al l .  I think that wha t  has been establ ished  is that there exists in the capital, 
money to rehab and perhaps recon struct a hostel whic h ,  to my mind, we do not have a pol icy for in 

· the Department of Education. That is something that has been  hanging around,  so to speak ; from the 
federal government. The hostel is something that has not been debated in this House with respec t 
to whether we wan t  to provide hoste l s for children whose parents  are on the land or whether we want  
to board these c hil dren, or i n  fact w e  do  not wish to  do a ny of that a t  all . I am not saying that 
I disagree with hostel s nor with boardi n g  the chil dren. What I am, in fact ,  saying is that I think 
we shoul d have a c l ear pol icy on which  direction we intend to take because once we have a precedent  
in  one  community then  it  wi 1 1  be very difficul t not  to say to the 30  or  40  other communities where 
the same or similar circumstances exist for the parents, " No, you cannot have a hostel. " 
Therefore, we are beginning the process of establishing through this appearing in our main 
estimates, a precedent that I am not so sure this House approves of yet .  So I woul d caution the 
departmen t, even with its approach to home boarding of these students, that  if they intend to do 
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that then it shoul d come back into this House for a cl ear debate on whether this governr1ent wishes 
to take over the respons i bil ity of parenting when parents go out on the l and. Again , I woul d 
reiterate for Mr. Nerysoo's sake , that I am not opposed to it necessaril y but I woul d l i ke the 
opportunity to debate that whol e question in this House before we take any affirmative action on 
this issue. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you , Mrs. Sorensen. Mr. Merysoo. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Chairman , it j ust seems ironic though that the issue woul d ari se at this 
time when the whole pol icy or the program was establ ished some 10 or 15 years ago. It has l ong 
ex isted and the question arose on a particul ar capital proj ect. I suggest that i f  the questi on is 
to arise on a pol icy i ssue it  shoul d have arisen a l ong time ago. Not j ust because a particul ar 
proj ect is in the capi tal pl an. I think the historical evidence wil l show that this particul ar 
request , and I wil l defend it , was in fact requested l ong before I became a Member of this House. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you , Mr. Nerysoo. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: I woul d j ust l ike to address the matter more general l y. The Minister seemed to 
indicate that he was open to reviewing the matter and possibl y  attempting to fo rmul ate a pol icy. 
It seems to me that in order to do that effectivel y there is or shoul d be information avail abl e  to 
the department that woul d hel p it to devel op an effecti ve pol icy because there are pl aces where 
ei ther or both of these methods have been used and some pl aces where one method was used and then 
the other. For exampl e ,  when I first went to Baker Lake as the principal there , there were two 
smal l hostel s  in operation. It was a federal school at that ti me. The chil dren who l ived in them 
were very wel l cared for. There is no question about that at al l .  But they were quite costl y to 
operate. During the period of my time there , the decision was made in the community to go to l ocal 
boarding and the hostel s were cl osed down. That was just during my l ast year there . So , I 
personal l y  cannot say what resul ts were eventual l y ,  as to that change , whether it was more 
desirabl e  or was not. It certainl y was cheaper and general l y , as the pri ncipal , I found that the 
chil dren who were pl aced in l ocal boarding were al so wel l l ooked after. So the department woul d 
have that kind of information I am sure , not onl y from Baker Lake but from other communiti es to 
enabl e  it to draw a pol icy that woul d be acceptabl e  to most Members. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Thank you , Mr. MacQuarrie. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman , I must rise to Mr. Nerysoo' s remarks and say that 15 years ago 
I was a very young , innocent , bl ushing girl , not around to ask questions concerni ng pol icy. I find 
the opportunity now to ask such questions and I wil l not be put off. I have another question 
regarding the renovation program of Grol l ier Hal l .  I wonder if I coul d have an expl anati on of that 
and what the condition of the hal l is that requi res renovation. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Gargan): Mr. Mi n i ster. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman , the condition of Grol l i er Hal l is basical l y  the same as it 
was when it was buil t in the 1950s and that is the reason that we have budgeted these funds. The 
Department of Publ ic Works has undertaken an assessment of the structure and have uncovered a 
number of si gni ficant requi rements for upgrading. In addition to the physi cal needs of the 
buil ding , and I am thinking of pl umbing and wiring and those kinds of physical needs , when I have 
been in the hostel in Inuvik students and staff have said "Wel l ,  you know , it is ti me we had new 
furni ture. The beds are 1950s styl e beds with extremel y soft mattresses and there is a need for 
new furnishings and fixtures as wel l  as the physical maintenance. "  I can tel l the Member that I 
see thi s $180 , 000 as onl y the begi nning of the renovations that are required in Grol l ier Hal l to 
bring it up to the standard of the residence in Yel l owknife. So there is a l ong way to go and 
anyone who has been in that residence wil l agree with me. I think that ttie structure , al though 
stil l sound , is now some 30 years ol d and i s  in need of maj or rehabil itation to be brought into the 
1980s. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Gargan): Thank you , Mr. Minister. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: My question was not to try to thwart , Mr. Chai rman , b ut rather, I am aware that the 
buil ding is very ol d and I am al so aware that whell' you try to renovate somethi ng that is 30 years 
ol d you sometimes create a bigger probl em than you had when you started. The concern I have is , 
are we sure that a renovation program is what we shoul d be doing? Or have we l ooked at an 
al ternative which is an entirel y new hostel , a new institution as opposed to a renovated one? 



- 487 -

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Mr . Mi n i ste r .  

HON . DE NN I S  PATTERSON : O f  cour se I am not a n  eng i neer and i n  fac t I am not ev en a n  ed uc ato r , hut 
the feel i ng I get as  a pol i t i c i an wa s that we needed to improve that re s i dence , so I d i rec ted that 
money s  be al l oc ate d  towa rd renov ati o n s  and  I am i n fo rmed tha t  the Depa rtmen t  of P u b l i c  Wo rks  has  
done deta i l ed i nvest i g a t i o n s  in  pre para t i on for  th i s  f i sc al year  when  we  do  h a ve these funds  
ava i l ab l e .  The  report i s  sti 1 1  not compl ete , but I am  qu i te confi dent  tha t  the eng i n eers or the 
ex perts who are do i ng that  report wi l l  tel l u s  i f  we are try i ng to keep a s i n k i ng s h i p a fl oat . I 
g uess  my own i n sti nct  a s  a l ayman i s  tha t  the bu i l d i ng s  of , that  era are sol i d  and are wo rth 
upgradi ng c ompared wi th the exo rb i tant c o sts  of new fac i l i t i e s ,  b ut we w i l l have to wa i t  for the 
report of the experts . The fi na l  report i s  not ye t i n  f'lY hands  but  we are confi dent  - - o r  ho peful  
at  l ea st I s hou l d say -- that we can get some more l i fe out of  th i s  b u i l d i ng wi th fa i rl y  mode st 
amoun ts o f  cap i tal  fun d s  compa red wi th the costs  o f  a new bu i l d i n g . So I wo ul d hav e  mo re 
i n fo rmati on for the Member on that once I get the report from D PW wh i ch I th i nk i s  ex pected 
sho rtl y .  Tha n k  you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Ga rgan ) :  Tha n k  yo u , Mr . Mi n i ster . The ti me now i s  6 : 00 o ' c l oc k .  I wi l l  now repo rt 
progre s s . 

S OME H O N .  MEMB ERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

MR. DEP UTY S P EAKER : Mr .  G a rgan . 

I TEM 1 6 : REPORT OF COMM I TTEE  OF THE  WHOL E 

REPORT OF C OMMITTEE OF THE  WHOLE OF B I LL 1 -84 ( 1 ) ,  AP PRO P R IAT I ON ORD I NANC E ,  1 984-8 5 ;  TAB LED D OC UMENT 
4- 84 ( 1 ) ,  1984-85 MAI N  ESTI MATE S  

M R .  GARGAN : Mr . Speake r , yo ur commi ttee ha s been c o n s i der i ng the 1 984 -85 mai n esti mate s  of the 
Department of Educ a t i on a nd wi s hes  to re port progre s s ,  wi th two mot i ons  b e i ng adopted . 

Moti on  T o  Accept  Report O f  C ommi ttee O f  T h e  Whol e ,  C a rri e d  

Mr . Spea k er ,  I move that the report of  c ommi ttee of t h e  whol e be concurred wi th . 

M R .  DE P UTY S PEAKER : Members have heard the report of the c h a i rman of the c ommi ttee of the whol e .  
Do yo u ag ree? 

SOM E HOIL MEMBERS : Ag reed . 

- --Carr i ed 

M R .  DE PUTY SPEAKER : Tha nk  you . Any announcements from the fl oor? Mr . Cl erk , announcements  and 
o rders of  the day , pl e a se . 

C L ERK OF THE HOUSE  ( Mr . Hami l to n ) :  There w i l l  be a meet i ng of the stand i ng c ommi ttee on fi nanc e 
tomorrow mo rn i n g at 1 0 : 00 a . m .  There wi l l  al so be a c a u c u s  br i e fi ng  at 1 1 : 30 tomo rrow mo rn i ng .  

I T E M  1 7 : ORDERS  OF THE DAY 

O rders  of the day , We dnesday , Feb ruary 2 2 n d , 1 : 00 p .m .  

1 .  Prayer 

2 .  Members ' Repl i e s 

3 .  Mi n i sters ' Statements 

4 .  Oral Que sti o n s  

5 .  Wri tten Q u e sti o n s  



- 488 -

6. Returns  

7. Peti ti ons 

8. Reports of Standi ng and Special Commi ttees 

9. Tabl i ng of Documents 

10. Noti ces of Moti on 

11. Noti ces of Moti on for Fi rst Readi ng of Bi 1 1  s 

12. Moti ons 

13. Fi rst Reading of Bi l l s  

14. Second Reading of Bi l l s  

15. Consi derati on in Committee of the Whol e of Bi l l s  and Other Matters: Bi l l  1-84 (1) ; Tabl ed 
Document 4-84(1) ; Bi l l s  2-84 (1), 3 -84(1), 4-84 (1), 5-84(1) 

16. Report of Commi ttee of the Whol e 

17. Thi rd Readi ng of Bi l l s  

18. Orders of the Day 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Cl erk. Thi s House stands adjourned unti l  Wednesday, F ebruary 
22nd, at 1: 00 p .m. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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