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FORT SMITH, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

MONDAY, MAY 14, 1984 

Mr. Angottitauruq, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Ballantyne, Hon. Tom Butters, Hon. Nellie 
Cournoyea, Hon. Tagak Curley, Mr. Erkloo, Mr. Gargan, Mrs. Lawrence, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. Mccallum, 
Hon. Bruce Mclaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Paniloo, Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pedersen, Mr. 
Pudluk, Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, Mr. T'Seleie, Mr. Wah-Shee, Hon. Gordon Wray 

ITEM 1: P RAYER 

- -- Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Thank you, be seated. Good afternoon. Orders of the day for Monday, 
May 14th. 

Item 2, Members' replies. Item 3, Ministers' statements, Mr. Nerysoo. 

ITEM 3: MINISTERS' STATEMENTS 

Minister's Statement On Official Languages In The NWT 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I rise to inform the House that under the item, tabling 
of documents, I shall be tabling the sessional paper of the subject of official languages in the 
Northwest Territories. 

As honourable Members are aware, the issue of bilingual ism was suddenly sprung on the Executive 
Council some six weeks ago, by announcement by the federal government that it was going to 
introduce l egi sl ati on in . the House of Commons amending the NWT Act and introducing French as an 
official language of the Northwest Territories. The response of the territorial government 
essentially was, that while it was not against bilingualism in Canada, it felt that the 
responsibility of introducing bilingualism in the Northwest Territories rested with the territorial 
Legislative Assembly and any initiatives in that direction should come from the territorial 
government. The territorial government al so stated that it saw the development, enhancement and 
preservation of aboriginal languages as its primary end and that it could not see those 1 anguages 
suffer as a result of any initiatives taken· in respect of French. 

On behalf of the Executive Council and subject to direction of the Legislative Assembly, I have 
been negotiating the question of bilingualism and appropriate funding for aboriginal languages and 
French with the Secretary of State, the Hon. Serge Joyal, and the Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development, the Hon. John Munro. I have been advised that the federal government would 
be prepared to consider entering into a memorandum of understanding with the territorial government 
with a view to arriving at an agreement providing for appropriate funding for French and aboriginal 
languages in the Northwest Territories. In order for me to proceed further in this direction, and 
to bring the Members of this House up to date on the background and the present status of 
negotiations in respect to this issue, I will be tabling the sessional paper to which I made 
reference earlier on. The paper is intended to seek direction of this House 0,1 this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, it is also my intention to introduce appropriate territorial legislation recognizing 
French as an official language of the Territories and recognizing as official aboriginal languages 
in the Northwest Territories. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Ministers' statements. Item 4, oral questions. Mr. 
Ballantyne. 

ITEM 4: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 28-84(2): Turn-Air Licence 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first question is to the Government Leader and it is 
concerning the fact that the Turn-Air licence has been revoked. I understand that the Government 
Leader made a petition on behalf of Turn-Air to the federal minister and I think most of us agree 
that the decision to revoke the licence was unfair. I understand that Mr. Ax worthy has said that 
at this point in time the decision stands and I wondered if the Government Leader intends any 
further action on this matter. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Nerysoo. 

Return To Question 28-84(2) : Turn-Air Licence 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I would just like to indicate to the honourable Member 
that I did intervene on behalf of Mr. Turner in indicating to the Minister of Transport that the 
manner in which the licence was being revoked was unfair and that it required his intervention in a 
decision that was made by the Air Transport Committee. However, I also received a letter from the 
Hon. Lloyd Axworthy indicating it was really the responsibility of Mr. Turner to raise that 
particular issue before the Air Transport Committee so that they could be aware of the concerns and 
therefore, a decision could be made not to revoke that licence until a review had .taken place by 
the Air Transport Committee. I have not contacted Mr. Axworthy since that communication was made 
to me and I have not heard what Mr. Turner is intending to do. He is aware of the letter. In 
fact, he has received a copy of the letter that I received from the Minister of Transport and is 
aware of the concerns that were expressed by the Minister in that particular letter. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Gargan. 

Question 29-84(2) : Increase In Old Age Supplementary Income 

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Health and Social Services 
with regard to the old age supplementary income that is paid during the middle of each month. I 
would like to ask the Minister, at the last session a motion was passed to increase the amount. 
What is the progress of that motion that was passed? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. McLaughlin. 

Return To Question 29-84(2) : Increase In Old Age Supplementary Income 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Subsequent to the last session, legislators and 
Members of Parliament across the country have been asking the federal government to do something 
about the elderly people in the country. During the budget speech, the Liberal government promised 
a $100 increase to old age pensioners by increasing the GIS by that amount, phased in over two $50 
instalments. This will be done during the fiscal year. We feel that the money that we give out is 
a supplement to the GIS. So as the federal government has increased the GIS by that amount we feel 
it is not necessary at this time for us to raise our supplementary on top of that. However, I am 
going to ask people in my department to find out exactly how many people in the NWT will, in fact, 
receive the full $50 increase which is being implemented. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. T'Seleie. 

Question 30-84(2) : Translation Equipment For Regional Council Meetings 

MR. T'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister of Local Government. In 
the last several months I have attended two regional meetings of the Sahtu Regional Council and at 
each of these meetings the first item of business had to do with the translation. I would like to 
ask the Minister what is the government's policy with regard to providing simultaneous translation 
equipment to regional council meetings, whether or not the government provides simultaneous 
translation equipment? 
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MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Sibbeston. 

Return To Question 30-84(2): Translation Equipment For Regional Council Meetings 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: (Translation) When you receive the money for the regional council -- maybe 
we can set aside some money for that equipment. You can let us know and we can set aside some 
money for that equipment. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. Questions? Mr. Ballantyne. 

Question 31-84(2): Economic Development Agreement Applications 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question for Mr. Curley, the Minister 
responsible for Economic Development and Tourism, and the question concerns the economic 
development agreement. I have had a number of complaints by individuals who have applied under the 
EDA and they find that the red tape and the bureaucratic procedure is very, very frustrating. I 
think that the Minister obviously is aware that in the first year of the EDA all the money 
designated was not utilized. That money can be utilized in subsequent years. I think it points 
out the fact that the procedures should be streamlined. I wonder if the Minister has looked into 
that, and if he has, does he have any solutions to this problem? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Curley. 

Return To Question 31-84(2): Economic Development Agreement Applications 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to indicate to the Member that he is not 
the only Member in the House that has complained about the process involved with the applications 
for EDA. I am al so pl eased to report to the Assembly that the Economic Development Agreement 
Secretariat has now got a new manager, by individual name, Allan Hunt, I believe. He is detennined 
to improve the delay factors that were obviously there, and my deputy minister has sent a letter 
urging the officials, the management committee, to shape up the process. 

As far as the amounts. that are concerned that were not spent, my information is that they will 
eventually be spent at the end of the program. The reason for the amounts that were not spent 
obviously is the fact that EDA's agreements were not signed until the middle of 1983, and as a 
result the program really did not get under way until December of 1983. I look forward to the 
report that I will be getting from the new manager of the program, and possibly by the fall I will 
be able to come out with a more comprehensive report on the status of the EDA agency. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Supplementary, Mr. Ballantyne. 

Supplementary To Question 31-84(2): Economic Development Agreement Applications 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Minister, one of the problems that has been related 
to me is that the actual committee or subcommittee that makes the decisions does not meet often 
enough. It only meets every two months, and they build up a backlog. Is there any desire on the 
part of the government to have this committee perhaps get together a little bit more often? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 31-84(2): Economic Development Agreement Applications 

HON.- TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. When I visited the EDA Secretariat, the infonnation 
that I got from them was that the frequency of the meetings of the management committee was related 
to the number of applications that do come in. So I will again infonn the secretariat to try and 
ensure that they do process these applications as quickly as possible. I had one individual who 
came in this morning from Fort Smith who had had his application in since April and still has not 
heard from EDA officials. I am not satisfied, that is the case and I will be informing the 
secretariat about your concerns. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Curley. Oral questi ans. Mr·. Pa nil oo. 
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Question 32-84(2): Funding For Pangnirtung School 

MR. PAN! LOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Education. 
I gave the Minister a 1 etter concerning funding for a school in Pangni rtung. They have not 
requested any funding but I wonder if the Minister will be giving out some money to Pangnirtung 
people. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I thank the honourable Member for notice 
of his question, but I wonder if I could take the question as noted and have a little more time to 
prepare an answer for tomorrow. (Transl at ion) Is tomorrow okay? (Translation ends) Mr. Speaker, 
I do not believe that glass was thrown! Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Very weak ann if it was! I would like at this time to welcome grades one to nine 
from Peace Point school in Alberta, accompanied by their teacher, Mr. David Cambridge. Welcome. 

---Applause 

Oral questions, Mr. Paniloo. 

Question 33-84(2): Concerns Of Baffin Central Constituents 

MR. PANILOO: (Translation) This is another question. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a question 
to the Minister of Local Government. We toured the communities together and I went with him to my 
constituents and they had some concerns, we heard the concerns of my constituents. wonder what 
the Minister is going to do about the concerns that were expressed hy the communities. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Would the Minister like to tackle that question? 

Return To Question 33-84(2): Concerns Of Baffin Central Constituents 

HON. NICK SIBBESTON: Yes, Mr. Speaker. We did have a very good trip in Mr. Paniloo's 
constituency, and the concerns that were raised at the community meetings in his constituency, I 
believe, have all been dealt with in a number of ways. Many of the concerns raised that were of a 
small, immediate nature were, I believe, dealt with by the regional staff that were with me. As 
far as the matters that were more difficult, these are presently being dealt with by my Local 
Government staff in Frobisher Bay and some of the matters are still in my hands. There were a 
number of concerns that did not involve our government but the federal government, with respect to 
local airports, and some of the concerns I have raised with the federal Minister of Transport 
already. So I would like to believe that the trip was very worth while and that \'/e have dealt with 
many of the problems and are dealing with the problems that had arisen at the meetings. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. This appears to conclude oral questions. 
Are there any written questions? Mr. Appaqaq. 

ITEM 5: WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Question 34-84(2): Radio Society Of Sanikiluaq 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two different questions and I am going 
to ask them at the same time. The radio society of Sanikiluaq is experiencing sorne difficulty with 
its financial con1rnitments. The radio station at Sanikiluaq is a vitally important infonnation link 
to the people of the community. I have been approached by the radio society with one possible 
solution. If the Department of Information could extend the weekly bingo game broadcast from once 
a week to a twice weekly broadcast, this would generate some needed revenue. At the present time 
the radio society's licence permits only one weekly broadcast of this nature. Would the Executive 
Council Member responsible for the Department of Information look into this matter and report hack 
to the House at the earliest opportunity? 

Question 35-84(2): Social Worker At Sanikiluaq 

At the present time the residents of Sanikiluaq have access to only one part-time social worker. 
The services are inadequate, resulting in people waiting for the local office to open. Further, 
the social worker is unable to cope with the case load imposed on his services. 
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The Department of Social Services in Frobisher Bay advises that a full-time social worker would 
alleviate these problems. However, the department is unable to assist us in this respect as they 
do not have the funding available to deal with this matter. Would the Minister responsible for 
Social Services please look into the matter of funding for a full-time social worker and report 
back to this House at his earliest opportunity? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

Question 36-84(2): Cape Dorset Request For Arena 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is to the Minister of Local 
Government. On a recent tour at Cape Dorset with the Minister of Local Government, the matter of an 
arena was discussed. The residents of the community feel that an arena would generate some local 
employment and would alleviate some of the juvenile delinquency resulting from idleness in the 
community. Would the Minister responsible for Local Government look into the matter of funding for 
an arena at Cape Dorset and report back to this House at his earliest opportunity? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Are there any further written questions? Mr. Arlooktoo. 

Question 37-84(2): School Fence At Cape Dorset 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is to the Minister of Education and a 
written question. The matter of a fence to surround the schoo 1 at Cape Dorset was brought up at a 
recent hamlet meeting. The residents are concerned that part of the school ground is being used as 
an access road and endangering the physical well-being of the students. Would the Minister 
responsible for Education look into the matter of funding for a fence to surround the school before 
the next budget session? The residents are willing to erect the fence if the required funding is 
approved. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The moral of the story is you do not take the Legislature to areas where 
it has fences around s�hools. Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, with reference to the honourable Member's written question I 
would like to inform this House that I have been designated on these matters Minister of "de 
fence". Thank you. 

---Laughter 

MR. SPEAKER: That's a good try, but that's a written question. You will still have to give a 
written answer, Mr. Patterson. Are there any further written questions? That appears to have 
looked after that matter for today. Are there any returns? Mr. Butters. 

ITEM 6: RETURNS 

Further Return To Question 13-84(2): Government Assistance For Pope's Visit To Fort Simpson 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, in reply to Question 13-84(2) asked by Mr. Wah-Shee on May 10, with 
regard to the papal visit and that financial assistance should be provided for the visit. The 
Executive Council has approved an initial contribution of $50,000 to be provided to the Fort 
Simpson Papal Visit Society to support the work of the core group in its preparations for the visit 
of His Holiness Pope John Paul II to Fort Simpson. The Executive Council has also assigned Mr. Al 
Bourque and Mr. Rene Lamothe to work for the core group. Mr. Darryl Bohnet has been designated as 
the headquarters liaison officer for the papal visit, reporting to the Executive Council and vested 
with the responsibility of working with the regional director in bringing matters related to the 
visit before the Executive Council as required. 

The federal government has set up a task force to specifically deal with the papal visit across 
Canada. This is comprised of a number of departmental officers and has been assigned a $17.5 
million budget for the provision of support services to the papal visit. Prior to the territorial 
government providing any additional assistance, a complete breakdown of funds from the various 
organizations, including the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops and the native organizations, 
will be provided to the Executive Council. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Are there any further returns? Ms Cournoyea. 

Return To Question 10-84(2): Information On Diseased Caribou 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, I have a return to an oral question asked by Mr. 
Pudluk on May 10, Question 10-84(2), in regard to diseased caribou. 

To determine the incidence of brucellosis on Baffin Island, the Department of Renewable Resources 
has collected blood samples from caribou shot by hunters near several communities in the spring of 
1983. The results of the analysis which were not received until February 14, 1984, confirmed that 
brucellosis had a fairly high incidence in a small sample; 30 per cent in approximately 50 
samples. As a result, regional staff immediately held discussions with medical heal th personnel 
and within two days, two information programs were aired on CBC, Frobisher Bay. Each program was 
broadcast at least twice and in addition, Renewable Resources staff members gave interviews on the 
topic. All programs were in Inuktitut and English. Nunatsiaq News carried several articles on the 
brucellosis situation and the topic was discussed at the Baffin Region Hunters and Trappers 
Association meeting in March of 1984. Finally, I should point out that brucellosis will be 
discussed in the first edition of the Baffin Region Wildlife Notes which will be published and will 
be distributed to all Baffin Region communities within the next three weeks. 

Brucellosis is not a new disease and is found in caribou and reindeer across the North. It was 
first reported as being present in the Kaminuriak herd in samples collected between 1966 and 1968 
at a level about four per cent. It was probably present in other areas but never confirmed. In 
humans, brucellosis may cause symptoms similar to the flu such as weakness, aches, fever and 
possible stomach problems. These can be cured with medical treatment. Hunters have been advised 
to take care if they are handling caribou meat which they suspect may be infected, especially if 
they have cuts or sores on their hands. Complete cooking of meat will kill the bacteria and this 
is recommended if there is any doubt about the condition of the animal. The Department of 
Renewable Resources is continuing to sample the herds but no results are back yet, but we will keep 
the hunters informed of any new findings. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Are there any further returns? Petitions, Item 7 on your orders of the 
day, petitions. Ms Cournoyea. 

ITEM 7: PETITIONS 

HON. NELLIE COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker. Petition 2-84(2), I wish to table a letter and a motion from 
the Inuvialuktun Language Commission,supported by petitions from Inuvik, Aklavik, Paulatuk and 
Sachs Harbour requesting funding to all ow permanent language instructor positions in territorial 
schools and to note that the Holman Island petition will be coming at a later date. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Are there any further petitions? 

Item 8, reports of standing and special committees. Item 9, tabling of documents. Mr. Appaqaq. 

ITEM 9: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Tabled Document 5-84(2), a letter written by 
our area service officer requesting an indoor hockey arena in Sanikiluaq. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Are there any further tabled documents? Mr. Wray. 

HON. GORDON WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Tabled Document 6-84(2), pursuant to section 60(10)(d) 
of the Northwest Territories Elections Ordinance, 1978, I wish to table the candidates• returns 
respecting election expenses for the following: Joachim Bonnetrouge, Cec McCauley, Joanasie 
Salamonie, Peter Fraser, Pauloosie Paniloo, Moses Appaqaq, James Karetak, Iola Metuq, William 
Lafferty, Peter Kritaqliluk, and Florence Catholique. Thank you. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of documents. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I wish to table two documents: Tabled Document 7-84(2), Purchasing 
Surplus Material from the Government of the Northwest Territories and Tabled Document 8-84(2), 
Selling to the Government of the Northwest Territories. Both documents are distributed by the 
Department of Government Services and available in English, Inuktitut, and Inuvialuktun. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to table the following document: Tabled 
Document 9-84(2), Terms of Reference of the NWT Business Council. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of documents. Mr. Mclaughlin. 

HON. BRUCE McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to table the following document: Tabled 
Document 10-84 (2), Terri tori al Hospital Insurance Services and Medicare, Annual Report for the 
period ending March 31st, 1983. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of documents. Mr. Nerysoo. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to table Tabled Document 11-84(2), Sessional 
Paper, Official Languages in the Northwest Territories, dated May 10th, 1984. 

Motion To Move Tabled Document 11-84(2) Into Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

I move that this document be moved into committee of the whole for discussion as first item of 
business today. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Second. 

MR. SPEAKER: You have made a motion to move your report into committee of the whole. Is that 
correct, Mr. Nerysoo? Are you making a motion at this time? 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes. 

MR. SPEAKER: I have a motion on the floor. Do I have a seconder to this motion? Mr. Butters. As 
this will be an addition to the orders of the day, unanimous consent will be required. I will 
accept the motion on that basis. All those in favour? Opposed? Is there any opposition? Motion 
is carried. 

---Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Clerk, you will add that item to the orders of the day. Tabling of documents. 
Item 10, notices of motion. Mr. Ballantyne. 

ITEM 10: NOTICES OF MOTION 

Notice Of Motion 4-84(2): Alcohol And Drug Co-ordinating Council 

MR. BALLANTYNE: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Wednesday, May 16th, 1984, I will move the 
following motion: I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Pine Point, Mr. McLaughlin, that 
the chairman of the Alcohol and Drug Co-ordinating Council be invited to the fall session to 
present his organization's position paper. I will be asking for unanimous consent of this motion 
at the appropriate time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. Notices of motion. Mr. Wray. 
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Not i ce Of Mot i on 5-84 ( 2 ) : Appoi ntments To NWT Hous i ng Corpor at i on Board 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Th ank you ,  Mr . Speaker . I g i v e  not i ce that on Wednes day, May 1 6 ,  1 984 , I wi l l  
move the fol l owi ng mot i on :  Now therefor e ,  I mov e ,  seconded by the h onourab l e Member for P i ne 
Poi nt , t h at Mr . Steve Broo k s  be reappo i nted  to the board of the Northwest Terr i tor i es Hous i n g  
Corporat i on ;  and furt h er ,  t h at t he fol l owi ng  be appo i nted as members o f  the board : Mr . Ph i l l i p 
Nuk api ak ,  R an k i n  I n l et ;  Mr . S i mon i e  Al ai n g a ,  Frob i s her B ay ;  C arol e-An n Bennett , I n u v i k ;  M ar g aret 
Thom , Fort Prov i d ence ; Mr . Gerry Ch eezy, Fort Smi t h .  Mr . Speaker , at t he appropr i ate t i me I wi l l  
be seek i n g u n an i mous  consent to deal  wi th  th i s  mot i on tod ay .  

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you ,  Mr . Wray . Not i ces of mot i on .  Mr . Cur l ey .  

Not i ce O f  Mot i on 6 -84 ( 2 ) : Appoi ntments  To NWT Pub l i c  Ut i l i t i es Board 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY : Mr . Speaker , I g i v e  not i ce that on Wed nes d ay,  May 1 6 ,  1 984 , I wi l l  mov e  the 
fo l l owi ng  mot i on :  Now therefore ,  I move ,  s econded by the honourab l e  Member for Mackenz i e Del t a  
t h at th i s  House  recommend t o  t h e  Comm i s s i oner that Mr . Dav i d  Fox of Fro b i sher B ay an d Mr . R aymond  
Mercer of  R ank i n  I n l et be  appoi nted to t h e  NWT  Publ i c  Uti l i t i es Bo ard i n  accord ance w i t h  the  
Northwest Terr i tor i es P ubl i c  Ut i l i t i es Ord i n ance . Mr . Speaker , I w i l l  be  as k i n g for unan i mous 
cons ent to dea l  wi th t he mot i on at an approp r i ate  t i me .  

MR . S PEAKER : Th ank yo u ,  Mr . M i n i ster . Not i ces o f  mot i on .  Mr . M acQuarr i e .  

Not i ce Of Mot i on 7 -84 ( 2 ) : Re i n s t at ement Of B asketb al l To Arct i c  W i nter G ame s 

MR . MacQUARR I E :  Thank you ,  Mr . Speak er . I w i sh to g i ve not i ce that on Wednes d ay, May 16 ,  I wi l l  
move the  fol l ow i n g  mot i on :  Now therefore , I move ,  seconded by the hono urab l e Member for P i ne 
Po i nt , t h at t h i s  As sembl y  urge the M i n i ster respon s i b l e  for sport to do wh at he c an to persu ade the 
Arct i c  W i nter Games Corpor at i on to re i n st at e  bas k et bal l as a sport i n  the  1986 Arct i c  W i nter G ames . 

S OME HON . MEMBERS : Hear ,  hear ! 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you . Not i ces of mot i on ,  Ms Cournoyea . 

Not i ce Of Mot i on 8-84 ( 2 ) : Appoi ntments  To The NWT Water Bo ard 

HON . NELL I E  COURNOYEA : Mr . Speaker , I wi s h  to gi v e  not i ce th at on Wednes d ay ,  May 1 6 ,  1 984 , I wi l l  
be i ntroduc i ng a mot i on concern i ng recommend at i ans  for appo i ntments to the  Northwest Terri t or i es 
Water Board by the Commi ss i oner i n  Counc i l  to the Mi n i ster of I n d i an Affai rs and Northern 
Deve l opment . 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you .  Noti ces of mot i on .  At t h i s  t i me I wou l d  l i ke to recogn i ze and wel come 
the st udent s from the  K aeser H i gh School  and the i r teachers , Mrs .  McC a l l um ,  Mr . Gr i mard and Mr . 
B ate s .  We l come to the  Assemb l y . 

- - -App l ause  

I tem 11 ,  not i ces of  mot i on for  f i rst read i ng of  b i l l s .  Mr . Nerysoo . 

I TEM 1 1 : NOT I CES OF MOTION FOR F I RST  R EAD I NG OF B I L LS 

Not i ce Of Mot i on For F i rst  Read i n g  Of B i l l  9-84 ( 2 ) : Off i c i al Langu ages Ord i n anc e 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO : Mr . Speaker , I g i ve not i ce t h at on Wednes d ay, May 1 6 , 1984, I wi l l  move t h at 
B i l l  9-84 ( 2 ) , An Ord i n ance to R ecogn i ze and Prov i de for the Use  of the Abor i g i n al L angu ages and to 
Estab l i s h t h e  Offi c i a l L angu ages of the  Nort hwest Terr i tor i es ,  be read for the f i rst t i me .  Mr . 
Speaker , at the  appropri ate t i me I wi l l  be seek i n g unan i mous  cons ent to proceed wi th  th i s  .bi l l . 

· MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you . Not i ces of mot i on for fi rst readi ng  of bi l l s .  Item 1 2 ,  mot i ons . Mot i on 
3-84 ( 2 ) ,  S l ave R i ver Dam Conc ern s .  Mr . T ' Se l e i e .  



I TEM 12 : MJTIONS 

Motion 3-84(2 ) :  Slave River Dam Concerns 

MR. T ' S ELE I E :  Mr. Speaker : 

- 89 -

I MOVE that the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories invite representatives of 
the Slave River Coalition, which is an organization of groups and individuals in the south 
Mackenzie area that are concerned about the effects of a Slave River dam , to appear before 
the committee of the whole. 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. T 1 Seleie, your motion is basically in order. However , it is open-ended. I would 
prefer a motion of this nature to state whether it is this session or the next session. Give us a 
time schedule so that we know , otherwise it can get tossed around pretty badly. So I would 
recommend to you , and with agreement of the House , that you state a date , whether you want them 
this session or next session. 

MR. T 1 SELE I E :  Mr. Speaker , my intention is that the Assembly consider inviting these people at 
this Assembly session. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you very much. Then it is understood. Proceed. Your motion is then in order. 

MR. T ' SEL E I E :  Mr. Speaker , I realize that for a lot of Members , spring is a bad time to meet. 
However , the possibility of a dam on the Slave River has been of concern to me for some time and I 
know that it is a concern in some other Mackenzie River communities. I thought that it would be 
useful to hear what this group had to say about this dam. So therefore, I would urge other Members 
to support this motion . Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. Seconder of the motion , Mrs. Lawrence , would you 1 i ke to speak at this 
time? 

MRS. LAWRENCE : (Translation )  Thank you , Mr. Speaker. The dam that they are going to make, people 
all around the lake and all down the river -- we want to know how those people will react to the 
question when they come here and now we do not have enough time, but we still could invite them 
over. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. To the motion. Mr. Curley. 

Amendment To Motion 3-84(2 ) 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY : Thank you , Mr. Speaker. I wish to move an amendment on the second 1 i ne , after 
the word 11 coalition 1 1  add· the following words " or other organizations who wish to appear". Mr. 
Speaker , the other part of my amendment is after the paragraph , delete the period and add the 
following words , 11 at a time to be determf oed by the Speaker". Thank you. Mr. Speaker, my 
amendment is seconded by the Member for Mackenzie Delta. 

MR. SPEAKER : Your amendments are in order. Mr. Ballantyne. 

MR. BALLANTYNE :  A point of clarification. Is Mr. Curley asking that only organizations dealing 
with the subject of the Slave River dam be invited , or is he saying that any organization that 
wants to appear for any matter will be invited? 

MR. SPEAKER : I am presuming that it is related to the Slave River dam , but Mr. Curley might wish 
to clarify that point. Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY : Mr. Speaker , am I speaking with respect to my amendment? 

MR. SPEAKER : Actually , Mr. Ballantyne asked the question whether or not your amendment was for 
other organizations which might wish to appear -- whether that was relative to the Slave River dam , 
and I assured him that that is what I assumed it was. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY :  Yes , Mr. Speaker , my amendment would be concerned with the effects of the Slave 
River dam. I would think that any organizations that are interested in appearing would have an 
interest in the proposed dam anyway. 



- 90 -

MR . SPEAKER : The word i n g l eaves a great dea l  to be des i red  after the amendment i s  i n  there , b ut I 
bel i eve  t h at the i nt ent i on i s  f ai r l y  c l ear . It i s  a l ways a prob l em w i t h  t hese mot i ons t ak en off 
the f l oor . I t  does not rea l l y  fi t .  The rest of t h at ,  fo l l ow i n g ,  shou l d  be ch an ged . It does not 
real l y  m ak e  t h at much sen s e .  Th ere i s  not even t i me -- I c an suggest we h ave coffee whi l e  you 
c l ean i t  up . I wonder ,  Mr . C l erk , co u l d  you see if we can do somet h i n g  w ith  the word i n g  of th i s ? 
J ust one moment , p l e as e .  Mr . Cur l ey .  

Amendment To Mot i on 3-84 ( 2 )  Reworded 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY : To c l ar i fy my amendment , I h ave  e ar l i er i nd i c at ed that my amendment wou l d  be i n  
between the  words 1 1 coa l i t i on 11 an d "whi ch " .  I now wou l d  l i ke to c l ar i fy that ri ght after the word 
" coal i t i on " , remove t he fo l l owi n g  word s ,  " wh i ch is an org an i z at i on of groups and i nd i v i d u al s in the 
s outh Mack en z i e  area" . De l ete  that sentence and put in  the fol l owi n g  word s :  "or ot her 
org an i z at i ons  who wi sh  to appear" in between .  Th ank you . 

MR . SPEAK ER : Wi l l  t h e  House accept that as bei ng a c l ar i f i c at i on of an amendment rather t h an an 
amendment on the  amendment ? Do you accept that as a c l ar i f i c at i on ?  Agreed ?  

SOME HON . MEMB ERS : Agreed . 

MR . SPEAK ER : Mr . MacQu arr i e .  

MR . MacQUARR I E :  Mr . Speaker , i t  i s  not real l y  a c l ar i f i c at i on bec ause i t  says , " or ot h er 
org an i z at i on s " . So are we to pres ume that i f  other org an i z at i ons are i nv i ted , t hen the S l av e R i v er 
Coal i t i on wi l l  not be i nv i ted?  Shou l d  i t  not be 11 and 11 ? It mak es a bi g d i fference .  

MR . SPEAK ER : A s  u sua l , the schoo l teacher i s  correct wi th  re g ard t o  word i n g .  

- - -App l aus e  

S o  I w i  1 1  acc ept that you sa i d II and 11 i n stead of "or " . 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

- - -Agreed 

MR . SPEAK ER : Al l ri ght , wi t h  that matter c l eared up , are we ready then to accept the amendment ? 
Mr . Curl ey , to the amendment . 

HON . TAGAK C URL EY : Thank you , Mr . Speaker . I t h i nk i t  i s  i mport ant t h at ,  i n  ord er to hear from 
v ar i ous  group s , th i s  House  wou l d  make an opport u n i ty for other or gan i z at i on s  who h ave  ot her 
concerns . I th i nk i t  i s  an i mport ant s ubj ect t h at ot her or g an i z at i ons or groups who wi sh to appear 
shou l d have  the  same opport un i ty as the S l ave R i ver Coa l i t i on ,  so I wou l d  ask that the Member s be 
prep ared to s upport my amendment . A l s o ,  I t h i nk i t  i s  i mport ant that you as Speaker wou l d  be 
prep ared to  make an appropr i ate  schedu l e  of appear ance to  thes e organi z at i ans  and h ave  your 
off i c i a l s  prep are t h i s  sched u l e if they wi sh to  appear before t h i s Ho u s e . So  I am urg i ng al l of 
you to su pport my amendment . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAK ER :  The seconder of the amendment . Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON . R I CHARD NER YSOO : Yes , Mr . Speaker . I j u st want to rei ter ate some of the comment s th at were 
made by Mr . Cur l ey, i n  t h at if you are go i ng to have  a d i scus s i on on an i s s ue that wou l d  affect t he 
gener a l  pub l i c ,  that you shou l d i n v i te al l those peo p l e that ei ther have concerns about i t  or that 
are i n  support · of the proj ect , so t h at you c an dev e l op a pos i t i on that wou l d  refl ect the concerns 
and the i ss ues  t h at are rai sed  by al l peop l e .  

- --App l aus e  

We shou l d  not i nv i te guests  i nt o  the House  that wou l d  create a bi as on a part i c u l ar deve l opment , or 
any i s s ue ,  w i t h out al l owi ng fai r l y  d et ai l ed d i s c u s s i on on t he i tem and the k i nds of i s sues that m ay 
ar i s e .  Th ank you .  

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you ,  Mr . Nerysoo . To the amendment . Mr . Mcc a l l um .  
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MR . McCALLUM :  Mr . Speaker , I t hou ght Mr . Cur l ey ' s amen dment was correct . I l i ke  the bus i ness  of 
get t i ng a choi ce, qu i te honest l y .  However , s i nce he h as ch anged i t  I wou l d  see nothi ng  wrong wi th 
them comi ng  i n .  But to have these peop l e  appear -- I concur wi th what you i n d i cated ear l i er ,  that 
i t  seems to be ,  to deve l op i t  - - i f  they were to appear before us , I wonder wh at the purpose of 
mak i ng an appearance wou l d  be , i f  i t  i s  to g i ve  thei r part i cu l ar i dea  or come i n  and tal k about 
t h e i r  concerns is someth i ng e l s e .  As Mr . Nerysoo s ays , I am of the op i n i on that we shou l d  h ave 
peop l e  -- anybody who wants to come i n  and have a concern , but we are go i n g  to open up the door for 
anybody and everybody , org an i z at i on s  and/or i nd i v i dua l s to come i n  and express an op i n i on about 
poss i b l e  deve l opment that may occ ur because there is no proponent of the i ss u e  or of the proj ect as 
yet . 

However , I t h i nk i f  we are go i ng to h ave one group come i n ,  then I th i nk i t  i s  on ly  r i ght to h ave 
others  who h ave some concerns  about i t .  But if  it is j ust to appear wi thout mak i n g any k i nd  of 
statement or whether they are go i ng to be here to an swer quest i ons of the Members ,  I wou l d  h ave 
th ought we wou l d  have been abl e to do it i n  a better form in caucus meet i ngs bec ause that is what 
we have done w i th other groups i n  the p ast . However , I h ave no d i ff i c u l ty i n  l i st en i ng to ,  or 
hav i ng peop l e come i n  and ask i n g them quest i on s  or make an appearance before us . So I wou l d  
s upport t he amendment . 

Amendment To Mot i on 3-84 ( 2 ) , C arr i ed 

MR . SPEAKER :  Th ank you ,  Mr . McCal l um .  To the amendment . Al l t hose i n  favour? Opposed , i f  any? . 
The amen dment i s  carr i ed .  

- --Carr i ed 

Mot i on 3-84 ( 2 ) , C arr i ed As Amended 

To the mot i on as amended . Al l those i n  favour? Oppose d ,  i f  any? 

---Carr i ed 

Mot i on 3-84 ( 2 )  h as been carr i ed .  Now I bel i eve that there are severa l  peop l e  l ook i ng for un an i mou s 
consent t od ay for mot i on s .  I am st i l l  on mot i on s .  Mr . Wray .  

HON . GORDON WRAY : Th ank you ,  Mr . Speak er .  At  th i s  t i me I wou l d  l i ke to ask  the  House  for 
u n an i mous  consent to proceed w i th my mot i on on the Hous i n g Corporat i on .  

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

MR . SPEAKER : Are there any nays? Proceed , Mr . Wray . 

Mot i on 5-84 ( 2 ) : Appoi ntments To NWT Hou s i ng  Corpor at i on Bo ard 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Th ank you , Mr . Speaker . 

WHEREAS v acanc i es now ex i st on the NWT Hous i n g Corporat i on board ; 

NOW THEREFORE , I move ,  seconded by the honourabl e Member for P i ne Po i nt , that Mr . Steve Brooks  
be reappo i nted to the board of the  NWT Hou s i n g  Corporat i on ;  

AND FURTHER , t h at the fol l ow i n g  be appo i nted as members of the board : Mr . Ph i l l i p Nuk api ak , 
Rank i n  I n l et ;  Mr . S imon i e Al a i n g a ,  Frob i sher B ay ;  C arol e-Ann Bennett , I n uv i k ;  Margaret Thom , 
Fort Prov i dence ;  Mr . Gerry Cheezy, Fort Sm i t h .  Th ank you .  

MR . S PEAKER : To the mot i on .  

SOME HON . MEMBERS :  Questi on . 

MR . SPEAKER : Quest i on .  Mr . McCal l um .  

MR . McCAL LUM : Mr . Speaker ,  I wonder i f  I may ask of the M i n i ster how many members are on the board 
now and cou l d he i nd i cate wi th  whom he had any k i nd of recommend at i on s  to have a represent at i ve 
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from Fort Smit h on the Housing Corporation board, if t hat person is to represent Smith . 
recognize t hat in speaking to t he motion that I am asking t he Member questions but I think it is 
for c l arification for my own purposes . 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr . Minister . 

HON . GORDON WRAY : Thank you, Mr . Speaker . At present there are six peop l e  on the board of 
directors and t hese six peop l e  that I am proposing in the motion wou l d  bring t he board members up 
to 12 which is al l owed for in the ordinance . In terms of representations from Fort Smith, l etters 
were sent to a 1 1  Members of the House asking for names to be submitted and a 1 so cauc us was 
sol icited for names as wel l .  Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank  you . To the motion . If I accept your speaking as asking a question for 
c l arification , I can l et you speak again . If I do not, t hen you have had your say for today, Mr . 
McCal l um .  But I guess being on home grou nd I wil l assume that that was a question of 
c l arification . You have the f l oor, Mr . McCal l um .  

Improper Consu l tation In Se l ec tion Of Board Members 

MR . McCAL LUM :  Wel l ,  Mr . Speaker, I appreciate your rationa l e  for al l owing me . When I asked the 
question of c l arification I was not speaking to the motion, as I had indicated, whet her it is home 
ground or not . 

I recognize that in making these recommendations to this Assemb l y  for membership on the board I 
k now that t he rationa l e  was to ensure that areas around the Terri tori es are represented on the 
Housing Corporation board and I k now fu l l  wel l t hat Members were asked to provide n ames . A l etter 
t hat I received came from the present chairman of the Housing Corporation, the board of directors . 
I concurred with t he individual and they submitted a name and it is not t he name of the person that 
was recommended to represent Fort Smith on this partic u l ar board . 

So I guess one of my concerns is that there is consu l tation with Members about whom they wou l d  l ike 
to have, but t here is nothing t hat is going to take p l ace with what is being recommended on the one 
hand by a Minister , and ot her Ministers do not get any consu l tation . I can respect then and 
appreciate having had the opport u nity to put forth a name but I thought by doing so it might have 
l ent some credibil ity to the process and that you wou l d  have accepted it or the government wou l d  
have accepted t hat partic u l ar recommendation . It is my u nderstanding t hat t he recommendation to 
have the person t hat is now representing Fort Smit h and the Housing Corporation, was made by a 
Member from another constituency.  I am not sure whether t hat Member now regards the individual we 
are being asked to approve to run a corporation, to represent his con st i t u  ency  or mine or whether 
he is going to represent t he Den e Nation because he is hired as a Dene housing co-ordinator . 

If we are going to go through t his process of consu l tation of members to boards, to be put on 
boards, then I wou l d  suggest that we use that consu l tation and recognize it . If it is on l y  to be a 
sham t hat t he Members do not, or the Ministers are not going to, or the government is not going to, 
accept the recommendations put forward, then why bother with it ? So you have a government 
position, t hese are t he peopl e  you want to do it, put it on but don ' t  p l ay the game both ways . So 
I wou l d  prefer that I wou l d  have the membership of these boards -- if MLAs are being asked to put 
forward names and we are the ones that have the final say on it, because this motion has to be 
passed in formal session . · I t hink that the recommendations that we put forward shou l d  be the names 
t hat come forward here . I do not t hink that MLAs from ot her partic u l ar areas shou l d  be concerned 
with the representation that is my partic u l ar area . I am sure that if it were the opposite there 
wou l d  be probl ems . If I were to tel l somebody from Frobisher Bay t hat t hey shou l d  have somebody 
el se in there and the MLA from Frobisher Bay did not l ike it, he wou l d  tel l me what to do and the 
same thing wou l d  happen in ot her p l aces . So I t hink that when we are tal king about this whole  
process of  consu l tation and recommendations that there sh ou l d  be  some credence given to  it . I do 
not agree with what h as occ ured here . 

MR . SPEAKER: The Chair is having diffic u l ty in t hat we are deal ing with a motion to pass a certain 
n umber of names and not on the princip l e  of how these names were arrived at . I have al l owed the 
debate of one Member to contin ue on t his vein, but from now on I wish to get bac k .  The motion is 
to approve or disapprove of the names . We are not here to debate under this motion the met hod of 
appointment . 

AN HON . MEMBER : Question . 
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Mot i on 5-84(2), Carr ied 

MR . SPEAKER : To the mot i on. Quest i on bei ng called. All those in  favour? Opposed, if  any? The 
moti on is carr ied .  

---Carr ied 

Moti ons. Mr. Curley. 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY : Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I would l ike to move the mot i on that I gave not i ce 
earli er. 

MR . SPEAKER : Inasmuch as we do not have copies in front of us, do you m ind just qui ckly stat i ng 
that again, what your mot i on was? 

HON . TAGAK CURLEY : Mr. Speaker, earl ier I gave not i ce that I would be ask ing for unani mous consent 
to move the mot i on to appoi nt board members to the Publ i c  Ut i lit i es Board. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you . Unani mous consent is bei ng asked . Are there any nays? Proceed, Mr . 
Curley. 

Mot i on 6-84(2) : Appo i ntments To NWT Publi c Ut il it i es Board, Carried 

HON. TAGAK CURLEY :  Mr. Speaker : 

WHEREAS there are presently two vacanci es on the Northwest Terr itori es Publi c Ut ilit i es Board ; 

AND WHEREAS it i s  desi rable that th i s  Assembly fi ll these two vacanci es in  order for the 
Northwest Territor ies Publi c  Ut i lit i es Board to conduct its bus i ness ; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Mackenz ie  Delta, that thi s  House 
recommend to the Commissi oner that Mr. Davi d Fox of Frob isher Bay, or Iqaluit, and Mr. Raymond 
Mercer of Ranki n  Inlet be appoi nted to the NWT Publ i c  Ut i lit ies Board in accordance with the 
Northwest Territor ies Publi c Ut il it ies Ord i nance . Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER : To the mot i on .  

AN HON . MEMBER :  Questi on .  

MR. SPEAKER : Quest i on bei ng called . All those i n  favour? Opposed, i f  any? The mot i on i s  
carri ed .  

---Carr ied 

Mot i ons. Mr . Ballantyne . 

MR . BALLANTYNE : Mr . Speaker, I would l ike to ask unani mous consent of the mot ion that I d i scussed 
earlier, and I w ill read it at your pleasure. 

MR. SPEAKER : Gi ve us an indi cat i on of your mot ion agai n and I w ill put it to the House. 

MR. BALLANTYNE : You want to know what the mot i on i s  about? 

MR . SPEAKER :  G i ve a s im ilar precis  to that Mr. Curley gave, just so that you refresh our 
memor i es. We do not have copies of these in  front of us . 

MR . BALLANTYNE : I would ask unani mous consent. The mot i on is  to invite the chai rman of the NWT 
Alcohol and Drug Co-ordi nat ing Council to come to the fall sessi on .  

MR . SPEAKER :  Are there any nays? You have unani mous consent, Mr. Ballantyne . Go ahead w ith your 
mot i on. 



- 94 -

Mot i o n  4-84 ( 2 ) :  A l cohol And D rug  C o-ordi nati ng C ounc i l ,  C arri ed 

MR . BALLANTYN E :  Thank you , Mr . Speaker . 

WHEREAS a commi ttee moti on was made at the fi rst ses s i on of the 10th Leg i sl ati ve  As sembl y 
i nvi ti ng the cha i rman of the Al cohol and Drug Co-ordi nati ng Counc i l  to appear i n  commi ttee of 
the whol e at the May sess i on ; 

AND WHEREAS the report to be made by the cha i rman i s  not compl ete ; 

NOW THEREFORE , I move , seconded by the honourabl e Member for P i ne Poi nt , Mr . McLaughl i n ,  
that the cha i rman of the Al cohol and Drug Co-ordi nati ng Counc i l  be i nv i ted to the fal l ses s i on 
to present  hi s organ i zati on ' s pos i ti on paper . 

MR . SPEAKER :  Thank you .  Your moti on  i s  i n  order . You may speak to i t .  

SOME HON . MEMBERS :  Que sti on . 

MR .  SPEAKER :  Questi on  bei ng cal l ed .  Mr . Bal l antyne ,  do you want  to speak to i t? 

MR .  BALLANTYNE :  Wel l , j ust very bri efl y .  I t  i s  j ust that we di scussed i t  i n  caucus and we thought 
it was more appropri ate that when the report is fi nal , it woul d g i ve a l ot more substance to the 
c ha i rman ' s  di scu s s i on wi th the Leg i sl a ti ve As semb ly . 

MR . SPEAKER :  Thank you .  

A N  HON .  MEMBER : Questi on . 

MR . SPEAKER :  
carr i ed .  

- - -Carri ed 

Que sti on  be i ng cal l ed .  Al l those in favour? Oppo sed ,, i f  any? The moti on i s  

Moti ons .  I t  appears there i s  nobody el se a s k i ng for unan i mous consent today . It seems to be the 
day . 

I tem 1 3 ,  fi rst  read i ng of bi l l s . I understand the dec i s i on wa s made not to proceed wi th fi rst 
read i ng today . We wi l l  come back anyway by unan imous consent . 

I tem 1 4 ,  second readi ng of b i l l s . I tem 1 5 ,  cons i derati on i n  c ommi ttee of the whol e of b i l l s  and 
other matters : sessi onal paper , Offi c i al Languages in the Northwest Terri tori e s ,  wi th Mr . Wah-Shee 
in the chai r .  

ITEM 1 5 :  CONS I DERAT ION  I N  COMMITTEE O F  THE WHOLE O F  B I LL S  AND OTHER MATTERS 

PROCEED INGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONS I DER TABLED DOC UMENT 1 1 -84 ( 2 ) :  OFF IC IAL LANGUAGES I N  
THE NORTHWEST TERRITOR I ES 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  The commi ttee wi 1 1  come to order , pl ease . The commi ttee wi 1 1  come to 
o rder , and before we p roceed we wi l l  take a coffee break . 

-- -SHORT RECES S  

The c ommi ttee wi l l  now come to order . The c ommi ttee i s  deal i ng wi th the ses s i on� paper, Offi c i a l 
Languages i n  the Northwe st Terri tor i  es . I woul d l i ke at thi s  ti me to ask the Leader of the 
Government if you wi sh to i ntroduce th i s  paper to the commi ttee . 

HON .  R ICHARD NERYSOO: Yes ,  Mr . Cha i rman .  I wi sh to re ad i n to the record the total ses s i on al paper 
on  Offi c i al Languages in the Northwest Terri tori es . 

B ackground 

The present i s sue of offi c i al b i l i ngual i sm in the Northwest Terr i tori es arose as a resul t of a 
traffic ticket ca se i n  the Yukon Terri tory . I n  that case , a Yukon man , Dan i el St. Jean , chal l enged 
a speed i ng  ti c ket  wh i c h  he had recei ved pursuant to a Yukon statute on the grounds that  the ti c ket 
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w as printed in the English langu age only. Having been convicted in the territorial court , Mr . St. 
Jean appealed to the s upreme court of the Yu kon . The es sence of his argument was that he w as 
denied the right to communicate with and to receive av ailable services from an institution of the 
P arliament or Government of C anada contrary to section 20 of the Constitution Act , 1982. 

The Government of the Northwest  Territories prepared to intervene in the St. Jean appeal. Prior to 
the case being heard , the federal government introduced Bill C -26 which contained amendment s to the 
Northwest Territories Act and the Yukon Act making English and French the official langu ages of 
both territories and making the provisions of the Official L angu ages Act applicable to both 
territories. Bill C-26 received first reading on March 21 , 1984 . 

The hearing of the St. Jean appeal w as adjourned indefinitely at the request of Mr . St . Jean ' s  
counsel .  Counsel indicated that in light of the t abling of the proposed legislation , he would 
await the outcome of the parliamentary proceedings and if the bill were pas sed , he would not 
proceed with the case. 

Federal Position 

It is believed that the federal government ' s  position is b ased on the fact that if Mr. St. Jean 
were ultimately s uccessful in his appeal, there would be a d anger th at all ordinances of the Yukon 
Territory could be declared inv alid if challenged . The federal office of the commissioner of 
official l angu ages had adopted the view that the territorial court and the Council are federal 
instit utions because they are created by a federal act and therefore fall within the ambit of 
section 20 of the Constitution Act , 1982 . Since the Northwest Territories operates in a 
constitution al framework similar to that of the Yukon ,  the argument s used to show that the 
provision of French services was required in the Yukon Territory would have equ al applicability to 
the Northwest Territories. 

The feder al government has , on the profes sed as s umption that a legislative v acuum could result in 
both territories if the respective courts and governments were deemed to be an II institution of the 
P arliament or Government of C an ada 11 , instit uted a legislative change to provide a phasing in of 
government ob l i gat i ans to pro vi de cert ain services in French. The proposed amendment s to the 
Northwest Territories Act would require all ordinances ,  regulations or other proclamations which 
are required to be pu blished i n  the Northwest  Territories Gazette to be printed and pu blished in 
both official langu ages by J anu ary 1 ,  1988 . 

GNWT Position 

The Government of the Northwest Territories t akes the position that it is not an institution of the 
P arliament or Government of C anada within the meaning of s u b section 20(1) of the Constit ution Act , 
1982. 

The Legisl ative Assembly of the Northwest Territories is a duly elected body and is empowered by 
virt ue of the Northwest Territories Act to pas s  legislation in the s ame manner as the provinces . 
Effective control of territorial matters has resided with the elected Members of the Assembly for 
m any ye ars. The territorial government is not controlled by Ott awa and therefore cannot be s aid to 
be an instit ution of the Government of C anad a .  

The Government of the Northwest Territories adopt s the st ance that under the Charter o f  Right s and 
Freedoms , the Legislative As sembly of the Northwest Territories has the s ame obligations and 
privileges as a province. The Charter , by subsection 16(3) , provides that 11 Nothing in the Charter 
limits the authority of Parliament or a legislature to adv ance the equ ality of s t atus  or u se of 
English and French . 11  By section 30 of the Charter , the word 1 1legislat ure 1 1  is deemed to refer to 
the appropriate legislative a�thority of the Northwest Territories , that is , the Legislative 
Assembly. Therefore , the Government of the Northwest Territories of it s own vol it ion may pass 
legislation to adv ance the use of the French l angu age in the Territories , but in the GNWT ' s  view 
any requirement for bilingu alism would have to be incorporated into the Charter as h as been done 
for the province of New Brunswick. To do so now would neces sit ate a const i � utional amendment under 
P art V of the Constit ution Act , 1982,  requiring the consent of the federal government and at least 
seven provinces . 

The Hon . Richard Nerysoo , Government Leader , in a pres s release dated March 19 , 1984 , indicated 
that the territorial government was prepared to pro vi de French 1 angu age services in the NWT , but 
that rather than h aving it imposed from Ott awa ,  the GNWT would develop its own program . He also 



- 96 -

stressed that in any discussions concerning funding re qui red by the Terri tori es to implement 
bilingualism, there would h ave to be a recognition of the North's priority requirements in the area 
of funding the development of aboriginal languages . 

Options Available To Federal Government To Force Bilingualism On NWT 

There may be several options available to the federal government to compel the adoption of French 
as an official language in the NWT . The first is the route which has already been initiated, that 
is, amendments to the Northwest Territories Act . The Northwest Terri tori es Act is a federal 
statute and at l aw, its amendment falls outside the legislative purview of the Legislative Assembly 
of the NWT . As has been previously mentioned, it is felt that in the area of language rights the 
federal government could not move unilaterally to install French as an official language without a 
constitutional amendment . However, that proposition would be subject to judicial determination . 

A sec ond avenue available to the federal government could be a constitutional amendment which would 
spell out that both French and English were to be the official languages of the NWT in the same 
manner as section 16 (2) of the Charter now does for New Brunswick .  Unfo rtunately, the NWT and the 
Yukon are not entitled to a voice in the amending formula prescribed in section 38 of the 
Constitution Act, 1982 . Therefore, it would be possible for the federal government to initiate an 
amendment to the Cons ti tuti on, and with the support of at least seven of the provinces h aving at 
least 50 per cent of the population of all the provinces, pass the amendment into law . 

The federal government could use its power of di sall owance to pressure the GNWT into passing 
legislation making French an official language . For example, should the Legislative Assembly enact 
legislation granting certain spec_ial rights and privileges to aboriginal languages, the federal 
government could disallow that legislation until such time as the GNWT complied with _the wishes of 
Ottawa to introduce legislation granting Frenc h official status . 

Finally, the federal government could pass contrary legislation to that of the GNWT . By section 13 
of the Northwest Territories Act, territorial legislation is subject to any other act of 
Parliament . If the federal government enacted legislation dealing with aboriginal languages, the 
GNWT might be precluded from entering the field with legislation of its own . 

GNWT Alternatives 

The GNWT could adopt one or more of the following alternatives . It could, for instance, refuse to 
pass the necessary territorial l egi sl ati on to carry out the wishes of the federal government in 
respect of the introduction of French as an official language . This would probably result in 
federal legislative action imposing French on the NWT . The GNWT could, of course, question the 
validity of any such federal amendment imposing French as an official language in a court of law . 
However, the ever-present uncertainties of litigation make the outcome of such a case 
unpredictable . In addition, as the foregoing has shown, the federal government may at least 
legally have other m�ans at its disposal to attempt to impose bilingualism on the Territories . 

The Executive Council sees the preservation and enhancement of aboriginal languages as being of 
prime importance in the NWT . This is especially so, because in addition to aboriginal people being 
the Territories' first citizens, the number of people whose mother tongue is an aboriginal language 
far exceeds those who presently reside here and count French as their first language . But to 
provide services in more than the English language requires extensive funding . Although the 
development and provision of services in aboriginal languages of the North has been a priority for 
several years, the process has not advanced as quickly as hoped due to limited financial resources . 

The Executive Council sees this as a good time to begin negotiations with Ottawa to obtain 
1 ong-tenn funding arrangements concerning the entire question of 1 anguages, including French and 
the aboriginal languages . The government proposes that it approaches the federal government with a 
package consisting of draft legislation, an implementation schedule and a detailed statement of the 
financial requirements necessary to implement the services to be provided in a Northwest 
Territories Official Languages Ordinance . 

Legislation 

The Constitution Act, 1982, by section 16 (1), entrenches French and English as the official 
languages of Canada and guarantees that each has equality of status in all institutions of the 
Parliament and Government of Canada . The Cons ti tut ion then goes on to spell out what practic al 
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consequences f l ow from that des i gnat i on .  A person has the ri ght to use Eng l i s h or French  i n  a 
debate or other proceed i ngs i n  Par l i ament ; stat utes, records and journal s of Parl i ament are to be 
pr i nted and publ i shed i n  both l an guages ; ei ther l anguage may be used by any person i n  a court 
establ i shed by Parl i ament, wh i ch wou l d  i nc l ude the supreme court of the Northwest Terri tor i es ;  a 
person has the ri ght to communi cate w i th and recei ve avai l abl e serv i ces from any head off i ce of an 
i n st i t uti on of Par l i ament and government, and has the same ri ght w i th respect to any other offer of 
such  i n st i tut i on where there i s  s i g n i f i cant demand or where, due to the nature of the off i ce, i t  i s  
reasonabl e that such serv i ces wou l d  be avai l abl e i n  both l anguages . 

I t  i s  recommended that these charter prov i s i ons wou l d  serve as the bas i s  for an NWT Offi c i al 
Languages Ord i nance .  French and E ngl i sh wou l d  be spel l ed out as the offi c i al l an guages of the 
Northwest Terr i tor i es .  Ord i nances, regu l at i ons and other stat utory i n struments wh i ch are pri nted 
i n  the Northwest  Terr i tori es Gazette wou l d  be publ i shed i n  both l anguages . Members of the 
Leg i s l ati ve Assembl y wou l d  have the opt i on to use ei ther French or Engl i s h d ur i ng debates and 
s i mu l taneous tran s l at i on servi ces wou l d  have to be prov i ded . Persons us i n g the court s wou l d  have 
t he ri ght to use ei t her l anguage i n  their pl ead i ngs and i n  court appearances . Any member of the 
publ i c  wou l d have the ri ght to commun i cate w i th, and to recei ve avai l abl e serv i ces from any head or 
central offi ce of the terri tori al government i n  Eng l i sh or French and he wou l d  have the same ri ght 
w i t h respect to an y other terr i tori al government off i ce where there is a s i gn i f i cant demand for 
commun i cat i ons  w i th and serv i ces from t hat off i ce i n  that l anguage. The extent to wh i ch t he 
terri tor i al government wou l d  be abl e  to prov i de such serv i ces i n  both off i c i al l an guages w i l l , of 
course, depend on the federal fund i ng avai l abl e to i t .  

Over the l ast several years, substanti al progress has been made i n  the preservat i on and enhancement 
of abori gi nal l anguages . The i nd i genous  l anguage devel opment fund has been i nstrumental i n  
creat i ng an awareness of t he i mportance of the devel opment of abori g i nal l an guages and among other 
t h i ngs, i n  al l ow i ng nat i ve northerners  to i n i t i ate systems des i gned to u l t i matel y lead to bi l i n gual 
educat i onal curr i c u l ums . The devel opment of abori gi nal l anguages i s  seen as a pr i ori ty by the 
Government of the Northwest Terr i tori es and off i c i al l anguage l egi s l at i on shou l d  prov i de for the 
recog n i t i on, in l aw, of i nd i genous l anguages . 

Abor i g i nal 1 an guages are present l y  bei ng  u sed to commu n i cate w i th and prov i de · serv i ces to many 
res i dents of the Northwest Terr i tor i es .  The Government of the Northwest Terr i tor i es, under the 
d i rect i on of the Leg i s l at i ve As sembl y, has accorded the h i ghest pr i or i ty to the preservat i on, 
devel opment and enhancement of abori gi na 1 1 angu ages . It i s  the po 1 i c y of the government to 
cont i nue to enhance the abor i gi nal l anguages of the Northwest Terri tor i es so that they may, at the 
appropri ate t i me, be u sed for al l or any of the off i c i al purposes of the Terr i tor i es . The 
Government of the Northwest Terr i tori es sees i t  as i ts duty to promote and devel op abori g i nal 
l anguages so that they may serve as a med i um of express i on for al l the el ement s of the compos i te 
c u l t ure of the abor i g i nal peopl e of the  Northwest Terr i tori es and to secure t heir enri chment 
through the i nd i genous l an guage devel opment program . In keepi n g  w i th thi s ai m the Government of 
the  Northwest Terr itor i es proposes that s uff i c i ent funds be prov i ded by the federal government . 

The Government of the  Northwest Terri tor i es proposes that the  NWT Offi c i al Languages Ord i nance 
shou l d  recogni ze the northern abori g i  na l l anguages as the i nd i genous 1 an guages of the Northwest 
Terr itor ies .  The ord i nance wou l d contai n an enabl i ng prov i s i on w h i ch wou l d  al l ow t he Comm i s s i oner, 
on recommendat i on of the appropri ate Exec ut i ve Member, to i mp l ement the prov i s i on of des i gnated 
serv i ces in appropri ate reg i ons as the advancement of the l anguage and the government ' s  capabi l i t y  
evol ved . I n  th i s  manner, serv i ces cou l d  be phased i n  i n  an order l y manner and the nature and scope 
of those serv i ces wou l d  be dec i ded on a dynami c bas i s .  The ser v i ces prov i ded i n  abor i g i nal 
l an guages may d i ffer from, and i n deed, even exceed those serv i ces offered i n  the off i c i al l anguage 
of French .  The i mportant poi nt i s  that the  Government of the Northwest Terr i tor i es wou l d  be i n  a 
pos i t i on to respond to the needs and requ irement s of i t s  res i dents throu gh i t s  own leg i s l at i on and 
w i th i ts own programs . 

Present l y  the Const i t ut i on of Canada dec l ares Eng l i sh an d French to be the off i c i al l anguages of 
Canada. Under the Const i tut i on Act, 187 1, the const i t ut i onal respons i bi l i t y  for prov i d i ng 
admi n i strat i on, peace, order and good government i n  the Terr i tor i es res i des i n  the federal 
Par l i ament . The federal Par l i ament does th i s through the Northwest Terri tor i es Act wh i ch, i n  turn, 
establ i shes the terr i tor i al government �nd g i ves to the terr i tor i al Legi s l at ure t he author i ty to 
enact ord i nances . However, al l l eg i s l at i ve authori t y  of the terri tor i al Leg i s l at ure is  subject to 
the  Northwest Terr i tor i es Act and al l other federal acts .  The Const i tut i on of Canada i s  the 
s upreme l aw of Canada.  Un l i ke the prov i nces, the Terr i tor i es are not g i ven the power to 
exc l u s i vel y make l aws amend i ng t he con st i t ut i on of the Terri tor i es .  
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The result of this constit utional position of the Territories is that legislation intended to 
declare an aboriginal language as an official language in the Territories may be found to be 
invalid as contravening the Constit ution or any proposed amendment to the NWT Act or the federal 
Official Languages Act declaring French and English as the official languages of the Territories. 

I n  view of this constitutional position of the Territories , the government proposes two aven ues to 
be followed. Firstly , it is proposed that the Official Languages Ordinance of the Territories 
provide for the aboriginal languages to be adopted for any or all of the official uses of the 
Territories. Secondl y , the government proposes to seek the eventual entrenchment of aboriginal 
languages in the Constitution as the official languages of the Territories at par with French and 
English. The government will pursue this aim in conj unction with the aboriginal organizations 
through the process of the First Ministers • Conferences on the Constit ution of Canada . 

Recommendations 

Mr. Chairman , I wou ld like to read the recommendations. 

A) It is recommended that appropriate directions be given to the Executive Council to adopt 
official language legislation based on the following concepts :  

1. English and French t o  be recognized as the official languages of the Territories. 

2. The rights and freedoms flowing from the recognition of the official languages are to be 
based on those rights and freedoms contained in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and would 
include the following: a) French or English could be used in the debates and other proceedings of 
the Legislative Assembly ;  b) ordinances, records and journals of the Legislative Assembly would be 
published in both languages ; c) French or English may be used by any person in any court 
establ ished by or pursuant to territorial legislation ; and d) a person would have the right to 
communicate and receive services from the head or central office of the government in both French 
and English. 

3. The aboriginal languages which are indigenous to the Territories would be recognized in 
law. The preservation , development and enhancement of the aboriginal languages be expressly 
declared as the aim of the government so that they may, at the appropriate stage ; be used for all 
or any of the official purposes of the Territories. 

4. By regulation pursuant to the Official Languages Ordinance, the manner , nature and extent 
of services to be provided in the aboriginal languages would be spe)led out. 

B) It is further recommended that the Executive Council , on an urgent basis , continue negotiations 
with the appropriate federal Ministers to arrive at suitable funding arrangements to allow the 
Government of the Northwest Territories to pursue its committed goal to preserve , devel op,  enrich 
and enhance aboriginal languages for official purposes of the Territories. 

C) It is further recommended that the Executive Cou ncil , on an urgent basis , continue negotiations 
with the appropriate federal Ministers to arrive at suitable funding arrangements and an 
appropriate impl ementation schedule to allow the Government of the Northwest Territories to 
introduce French as an official language in the Northwest Territories and to provide services in 
French as outlined in this sessional paper. 

Mr. Chairman , that concludes the content of the sessional paper , and certainly I would like to get 
into discussing the recommendations and seeking support and approval from my colleagues in the 
Assembly. Mr. Chairman , I would also like approval from the Legislature to ask Mr. Stien Lal to be 
present as a witness with me. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Is the committee agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): We have Mr. Stien Lal as a wit ness. The committee at this time wou l d  
like t o  recognize Monsieur Denis Gadoury,  the directeur general de L 1 Association Culturelle 
Franco-TeNOise. 

---Appl ause 
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Wou l d you p l ease stand up , p l ease? Thank you . He is  the d irector of the French Cu l t ural 
Assoc i at i on of the NWT .  Excuse my pronunc i at i on .  As wel l ,  the comm i ttee wou l d  l i ke to recogn i ze 
the st udents of grade 11 and 12 from Pau l Wi l l i am Kaeser School al ong w i th their teachers Mrs . 
Steed , Mr . Hutch i nson and Mr . Shone . 

- - -App l ause 

At t h i s  t i me, is it the w i sh of the commi ttee to have general comments? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Does anyone w i sh to proceed w i th general comments? Mr . MacQuarr i e .  

MR . MacQUARR IE: Thank you , Mr . Chairman . We are deal i ng w i th a very i mportant issue, an h i stori c 
i ssue, and I hope the commi ttee general l y  is  w i l l i ng to d i sc uss i t  thorough l y and to take t i me w i t h  
i t .  For mysel f I woul d l i ke a b i t  of  t i me ,  maybe a l i tt l e  l onger t i me than the ru l es al l ow ,  
because i n  the past I was strongl y opposed to the Off i c i al Languages Act and strongl y opposed to 
the entrenchment of a Charter of R i ghts and Freedoms , i nc l u d i ng a charter of l anguage ri ghts . I 
had what I fel t were good reasons for opposi n g  the bi l l s .  Yet today I w i l l  support the 
government ' s  posi t i on as out l i ned i n  the paper we j ust heard i n  i ts ent irety .  I owe an exp l anat i on 
to my const i t uents and I wou l d  l i ke to have the t i me to do that adequatel y .  I i ntend on l y  to speak 
once, so I hope that Members wi l l  understand that .  

Two Issues 

There are real l y  two i ssues here. I guess the f i rst is  as to whether or not th is  Assembl y shou l d  
accept French as an off i c i al l anguage of the NWT or whether i t  shou l d  regard what i s  happen i ng  as 
an i mposi t i on by the federal government that i s  ser i ous enough to be res i sted . And the second 
i ssue is when we are deal i n g w i th l an guages an d off i c i al l anguages i n  the NWT , as to whether we 
shou l d  attempt at the same t i me to gi ve off i c i al status to the abor i gi nal l anguages of the NWT .  
And I w i l l  deal w i t h  the fi rst issue fi rst . 

I opposed the Off i c i al Languages Act and first of al l ,  the entrenchment of ri ghts general l y  because 
I bel i eved that wou l d  br i ng about a very si g n i f i cant change i n  the nature of th is  cou ntry ;  that i t  
wou l d  present us w i t h a very  stat i c  v i ew of ri ghts and i t  wou l d  i mpose upon us a l egal i st i c 
soc i ety ,  much more l egal i st i c  than we had enjoyed i n  t he past , and I d i d  not want to see that 
happen . I n  the matter of l an guage ri ghts part i cu l ar l y ,  I bel i eved that the entrenchment of a 
charter of l anguage ri ghts wou l d al ter the nat ure of the cou ntry l i n gu i st i cal l y, and I was not 
espec i al l y  opposed to that happen i n g ,  but I d i d  not at al l l i ke the manner i n  wh i ch it was hand l ed .  

W i th respect  to the ques,t i on of l anguage, i t  i s  c l ear from the resol ut i ons that were passed at the 
Quebec Conference i n  1864 that French was not to enjoy equal status w i th Engl i sh throughout 
Canada.  There was one si ng l e cl ause , c l ause 46 , in  reference to l anguages in  those resol ut i ons , 
and i t  s i mp l y sai d ,  "Both the Engl i sh and French l an guages may be emp l oyed i n  the general 
par l i ament and i ts proceed i ngs and i n  the l ocal l eg is l ature of Lower Canada and al so i n  the federal 
courts and i n  the · courts of Lower Canada. " And that was the sole ment i on at the Quebec Conference 
w i th respect to l an guages ; those resol ut i ons from the Quebec Conference formed the bas is  for the 
BNA Act w h i ch was passed i n  1867 and became the Const i tut i on of Canada .  I th i nk i t  was sect i on 133 
i n  wh i c h  l an guage r i ghts were out l i ned and that sect i on of the BNA Act essent i al l y  dup l i cated the 
resol ut i on that had been passed i n  Quebec and d i d  not add a si n g l e  th i ng to i t .  Moreover ,  the 
Engl i sh versi on of .the BNA Act was the off i c i al versi on ,  not the French  versi on , and when the 
prov i nces of PE I an d Newfound l and and Br i t i sh Col umbi a and Al berta and Saskatchewan were al l 
brought i nto Confederat i on ,  none of them had to use French as an off i c i al l anguage because i t  was 
understood general l y  by l eg i s l ators i n  the federal Par l i ament at that t i me that that was not 
i ntended to be the nature of th i s  cou ntry .  It i s  si mp l y cl ear that i n  h i story  and i n  our 
Const i t ut i on French and Eng l i sh d i d  not have equal status across the cou ntry and were not i ntended 
to have .  

V i ew Of  Pol i t i c i ans I n  Past 15 Years 

So my bi ggest concern  was not that someone shou l d come a1on g and say, " Look , ti mes have chan ged and 
perhaps we shou l d  have a country that has a d i fferent nature. Perhaps i f  we are goi ng to remai n 
together ,  we ought to have equal status across the country .  11  Therefore the federal government 
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wou l d  st art t o  encour age the use  of Frenc h across the country and pro v i d e  fund i n g  for schoo l i n g i n  
the French l an gu age and s o  on . If that h ad been the  approach th at was adopt ed , I wou l d  h ave  
supported i t ,  but  it  was  not  the  approach that was  adopted . R ather , I be l i eve  that in  the past  1 5  
years C an ad i ans general l y  were s o l d a b i l l  o f  goods a n d  general l y  h ad the wool pu l l ed over t he i r  
eyes . They were tol d that the nature of thi s country h ad been from the very begi nn i ng  i ntended to 
be d i fferent ; t h at i s , t hat it h ad a l ways been i ntend ed t h at there s hou l d  be equ al i ty of st atus and 
that t h at i ntent i on h ad never been fu l f i l l ed ,  and a g u i l t  tr i p  was l a i d  on C an ad i ans in many part s 
of t h i s  country mak i ng them feel that i f  they d i d  not s upport t he v i ew of the cou ntry th at was 
bei n g  advocat ed by Mr . Pearson , Mr . Trudeau , Mr . Chret i en ,  that they were wrong , that they were 
ant i - i ntel l ect u a l , t h at t h ey were red - necked . Genera l l y  peop l e  d i d  not know how to respond to  
thos e acc u s at i ons  an d therefore tended to be  s i l ent about  the i ss u e  an d to  accept wh at the 
government was do i n g .  Bec ause of t h at k i nd of approach , m any Canad i ans were forced to a s i t u at i on 
where they fe l t  they had  no al t er n at i v e  but to accept wh at the feder a l  gov ernment was doi n g .  

The v i ew t h at brought  about the very s i gn i f i c ant chan ges i n  our country i n  the past 1 5  years i s  
s umm ar i zed v ery neat l y  i n  a quotat i o n I found i n  t h e  G l obe and Mai l o n  Th urs d ay, Apr i l 5th ,  a 
quot at i on from B r i an Mu l roney, the pres ent l eader of the Con s ervat i v e P arty . He made the st atement 
t h at h i s  v i ew of C an ad a  was , and I quot e :  " Confederat i on repres ented an o ath of al l i ance to extend 
mi nori ty l an g u age g u ar antees s o  th at French and E n g l i sh -speak i n g C an ad i ans  wou l d  fee l at home 
ev erywhere i n  the c ou ntry.  1 1  Now t h at v i s i on of C anada  was sh ared by Mr . Tr udeau and by Mr . 
Chret i en and by many ot hers  who were i n  powerful  pos i t i on s , but I s ay that that was an erroneo u s  
v i s i on o f  the  cou ntry, t h at i t  arose  i n  t he mi nds o f  t h o s e  peop l e  and d i d  not h ave an h i stori c al o r  
con st i tut i ona l  b as i s .  Th at was why I cha l l enged wh at was happen i n g  duri n g  those year s and wou l d  
not accept i t .  

I s ay t h at my v i ew of wh at the country real l y  was l i k e ,  the n at ure of the c o u ntry, h as s ubst anc e ,  
that i t  i s  n o t  my v i ew al one .  I wou l d  l i ke ,  i f  I may ,  to turn to H an s ard of the House of Commons , 
J u l y  5t h ,  1905 . Th ose were the months j u st before t he t i me wh en Al bert a and S as k atchewan were 
goi n g  to  become prov i nces . At t h at t i me there was a strong Frenc h -Can a d i an nat i on a l i st i n  the 
House of Commons n amed Henri  Bouras s a  who att empted then to ensure that French wou l d  become an 
off i c i a l l angu age  in  A l bert a and S as k atchewan . I n  fact he i ntroduced an  amendment on th i s day ,  
J u l y  5t h ,  to  t ry t o  en sure that t h at wo u l d  h appen when those terr i tori es became prov i nces . Once 
h i s  amendment was i ntroduced , the then Pr i me Mi n i ster , Sir Wi l fred L auri er ,  who was Fren c h -Can ad i an 
and the f i r st French -Can ad i an Pr i me M i n i ster of C anad a ,  c h a l l en ged the amendment and d i s p uted t h e  
pos i t i on that was t aken  by Henri  Bo uras s a .  I wou l d  l i k e t o  quote a l i tt l e  o f  wh at Mr . Lauri er sai d 
at t h at t i me .  He s a i d ,  quot e :  1 1 The honourab l e Member for L abel l e  knows t h at there i s  a pr i nc i p l e 
whi ch al l L i ber a l s ,  an d p art i cu l ar l y  French -speak i ng L i ber a l s ,  have al ways he l d  sacred , and that i s  
the absol ute r i ght of t he prov i nces t o  make the ir  own l aws . I t  i s  an h i stor i c al fact wel l -known to  
al l t h at i f  we  h av e  tod ay a federal  i n stead of  a l eg i s l at i v e un i on that is  due to  the pers i stent 
effort s  of t he French-Can ad i ans who in order to sec u re se l f-gov ernment , i n  order to be in a 
pos i t i on to l eg i s l ate  for thems e l ves  and to sett l e  al l quest i ons  of i nter n a l  economy ,  h ave  i n s i sted  
on h av i ng t h at d i v i s i on of powers i mp l i ed in  a federal  u n i o n .  Wel l ,  among t he r i ghts embod i ed i n  
sec t i on 92 of the  Const i t ut i on there are some wh i c h are perhaps  more i mport ant than al l ot hers . I 
mean property and c i v i l r i ghts . The l angu age quest i on i s  one of c i v i l r i ghts . I deny t h e  
st atement wh i ch h as j ust  been made by t h e  honourab l e Member for L abel l e  that under t h e  Const i tut i on  
enacted  in  1867  - - I am mi s t aken " , s ai d  L aur i er ,  " to wh i ch we free l y  g ave o ur as sent in  186 7 .  The  
French  l angu age was  put on  an  equ a l  foot i n g  in  the v ar i ous  prov i nces . "  

He goes on t o  i n s i st that wh at Mr . Bouras s a  i s  ass ert i n g as a ri ght was not an h i stor i ca l  or 
const i tut i ona l  r i ght and h ad never been i ntended to be. He s ays at , one po i nt , and I quote agai n :  
1 1 If  my honour abl e fr i end  were abl e to po i nt out  in  the Con st i tut i on a s i n g l e c l ause  st at i n g that 
the French l an g u age s h a l l h ave  offi c i al recogn i t i on i n  ev ery prov i nce ,  I wou l d  be ready to agree 
wi th  h i m ,  but  he wi l l  seek in v ai n in the whol e Bri t i s h Nort h Amer i c a Act a prov i s i on deal i n g w i t h  
the  French l an gu age i n  t h e  s ame way as school s are deal t wi t h . 1 1  H e  was mer e l y  referr i ng t here to  
the fact that there were al l owances  for  sep arat e  school s ,  and  that prov i s i on spec i f i ca l l y  was made 
in the Con s t i t ut i on .  So t h at was the pos i t i on of the f i rst French-Can ad i an Pr ime M i n i ster of 
Can ad a .  I t  was a pos i t i on t aken 38 year s aft er Confederat i on when wh at was i ntended was wel l 
wi th i n  the memory of the feder al l eg i s l at ors l i v i ng at t h at t i me . 

CHAI R MAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee ) :  Mr . MacQu arr i e , your t i me i s  u p .  You may proceed i f  the  Members agree . 
Agreed ?  

SOME HON . MEMB ERS : Agreed . 
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MR . MacQUARR I E :  Thank you, Mr . Chairman and Members . And when that matter came to a vote Mr . 
Laur i er ' s  si de had 140 votes and Mr . Bourassa ' s  s i de had seven votes and Mr . Laur i er 's s i de had 
man y names vot i ng  w i t h h i m  such as Beauparl ant, Dubeau, Eth i er, Fort i er, Geoffri on, Lemieux, 
Prefontai ne and Rousseau . Thank you, I 1 ve got to try l earni n g .  At any rate i t  was obvi ous that 
many  French-Canad i ans at that day saw that i t  was never i ntended that French wou l d  have equal 
status w i t h Eng l i sh across the country .  

C hal l enge Of  Tr i l i ngual i sm 

Now, k now i ng that, k now i ng someth i ng  about h i story and other const i t ut i onal facts, I opposed the 
Charter because I opposed the manner i n  wh i c h i t  was bei n g  i ntroduced . I remember sayi n g  i n  th i s  
House spec i fi cal l y  t hat i f  i t  were accepted that we  mi ght r u n  i nto d i ffi c u l t i es w i th respect to 
attempt i ng to do someth i ng  to g i ve status to nat i ve 1 anguages and I warned at one poi nt that i f  
t hat Charter were to  be put i n  pl ace that many of our ch i l dren i n  the Terri tor i es wou l d  one day be 
forced, i f  they wi shed to r i se to the h i ghest l evel s  of government i n  Canada, wou l d  be forced not 
to be bi l i n gual but to be tri l i n gual . Because they wou l d  come to schools speak i ng t heir nat i ve 
l anguage, they wou l d  then have to l earn Eng l i sh and, if they hoped ever to ri se to the h i ghest 
l evels of government, t hey wou l d  t hen have to l earn French . And that is  qu i te a chal l en ge .  

I attempted to oppose that formal l y, i ntroduced a mot i on i nto t h is  House chal l eng i ng t he manner i n  
w h i ch the federal government was attempt i ng to entrench a charter . I know that Mr . McLau g h l i n, 
Mr . Butters and Mr . Fraser supported me . No one el se d i d .  And I must adm i t  too that across the 
country those who took the same si de as I were evi dent l y  outnumbered . Pol l s  were taken and i t  
appeared that 8 0  per cent of Canad i ans wanted that Charter t o  proceed . I t  appeared that the 
majori t y  i n  t h is  House wanted that Charter to proceed and I k now that the I n u i t, for exampl e, are 
proud of the fact that they hel ped the federal government to patr i ate the Const i tut i on and entrench 
that Charter .  Personal l y, I regarded it as an i mposi t i on desp i te know i ng the pol l resu l ts because 
I fel t  peopl e general l y  were not c l ear on what the i ssues were. But neverthel ess, it was done ;  t he 
Charter i s  entrenched and so now there is  a fact whi ch we must al 1 1 i ve w i t h  and accept, and that 
i s  that a new Const i t ut i on has been proc l ai med and i t  i ncl udes a Charter of the R i ghts and 
Freedoms, i nc l ud i n g  a l anguage charter as wel l .  I n  fact the nature of Canada has chan ged . 

I n  the past few years we were not pl ayi n g  merel y a word game as so many th i n k when const i tut i onal 
matters are raised . There was a great deal of substance to what was happen i n g .  The fact is that 
we now have a d i fferent country than we had before the Charter and I say that i t  is  a country whose 
nat ure w i l l  not revert back to what i t  was before because we have an entrenc hed const i t ut i on wh i ch 
w i l l  be i mmensel y d i ff i c u l t to chan ge and it is apparent in the l eadersh i p  of al l federal part i es 
that there i s  a pol i t i cal w i l l  to retai n t he nat ure of the country as i t  i s  now . So faced w i th 
that fact -- I k now I have somet i mes been thought of as someone who stands on pri nc i p l e  to no good 
effect, but I bel i eve an exami nat i on of the record wou l d  refute that and show that I do come to 
terms w i t h  pol i t i cal real i ty and I do so now . We are faced w i th an enormous pol i t i cal real i t y .  

I mposi t i ons O n  Th i s  Terr i tory 

I n  vi ew of that fact I say l et us deal w i th i t  the best way we can . I f  the country is off i c i al l y  
b i l i ngual -- and i t  is  -- then we shou l d  try to see what is  happen i ng now, not as an i mpos i t i on, 
but as an opportun i t y, an opport u n i t y  to bri ng  the country i nto greater harmony than i t  has been, 
an opportu n i ty to provi de servi ce to Francophones i n  these Terri tor i es, an opportun i ty to br i ng our 
c h i l dren i nto the mai nstream of Canad i an l i fe .  The matter of an i mposi t i on is st i l l  there and 
certai n l y i t  is an i mpos i t i on .  What the federal government an nounced i n  March is an i mpos i t i on .  
B ut the quest i on, i s  i t  an i mposi t i on that shou l d  be resi sted w i th al l our strength or shou l d  i t  be 
pre-empted i f  possi bl e? I have come to the conc l us ion that we ought to pre-empt i t  rather than 
res i st .  

The area of l an guages i s  evi dent l y  a matter that provi nces ought to determi ne for themsel ves but we 
are not yet a provi nce. For exampl e, we dai l y  l i ve w i th i mposi t i ons because we are a terr i tory .  
In  a sense, the Commissi oner i s  an i mposi t i on but it  is one that we l i ve w ith  and try to make the 
best of, l ook i ng forward to the day when we w i l l  not have to suffer i mpos i t i ons at al l .  It is 
al ways gal l i n g to be outpowered and i mposed upon and I k now I certai n l y fel t that very strongl y 
over the past few years, but my op i n i on now is  that the major i mposi t i on occurred not i n  March but 
some years ago and we are now si mpl y havi n g  to deal wi th the natural out growth of that major 
i mposi t i on .  
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Therefore , I feel that, given all of the legal complexities that exist and all of the practical 
political problems that we are faced with , I believe our government has taken the wisest possible 
course to deal with this matter. It is very thoughtful. It is very thorough. I would like to 
commend the government on that. I know when I first heard the government pas it ion -- because I 
still feel galled about what has happened in the past -- I was kind of angry, but when I sat down 
for a few days and thought it over , I came to believe they are taking the best course. In taking 
that course , I think that this government can make it clear that we do not regard ourselves merely 
as an institution of the Government of Canada within the meaning of subsection 20(1) of the 
Constitution Act , 1 982 , but that we can , by enacting our own legislation , indicate good will , put 
that legislation in place and make irrelevant whatever might be done later on the part of the 
federal government. I believe our government is right in deciding to make English and French the 
official languages of the Territories, and I believe our government is right in attempting to take 
advantage of this opportunity to promote and develop the aboriginal languages of the Northwest 
Territories to the greatest extent possible. 

Conditional Support For Legislation 

There is no question in my mind that the aboriginal languages ought to take precedence over another 
official language , but as I said earlier , we have some legal realities that we have to live with . 
I believe that the legislation that the government intends to introduce will, to the greatest 
extent possible , help the recognition and the development and the strengthening of the aboriginal 
languages in the Northwest Territories. My support for what the government is doing is 
conditional. In other words , I can agree that we ought to accept the recorrmendations that the 
government has given to us in its sessional paper , that we ought to be prepared at least to 
introduce legislation that will reflect that sessional paper and that we ought then to sit down 
with the federal government and seriously negotiate funding for the introduction of French ,  and not 
only at the official level. I feel that we should be insisting as well that funding for French in 
our schools be strengthened as well. We ought to be insisting that native languages in the 
Territories be given adequate recognition and that funding be put in place for their development as 
well , and only on those conditions should we then p roceed to the final step of passing and 
proclaiming an Official Languages Ordinance in the Northwest Territories. So , as long as those 
provisions are adequately taken care of, as I said , I will support the government ' s  position and 
again commend the government for a very rational and wise approach. 

---Applause 
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CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee ) :  Mah s i  cha , Mr . MacQu arr i e .  At th i s  t i me we wou l d l i ke to recog n i ze  the 
f i rst  and second ye ar st udent s  of the  teacher educat i on program and the pr i nc i pa l , M i s s Loague, and 
Mr s .  Bo l d uc . 

---App l ause 

Al so  the  commi ttee wou l d  l i ke to  recogn i ze Berth a  Al l en ,  pres i dent of the NWT Nat i ve Women ' s  
As s oc i at i on .  

- - -App l ause  

General  comment s .  Mr . Ba l l antyne . 

MR . BAL LANTYN E :  Th ank you ,  Mr . C h ai rman . I t h i nk th i s  s ubject i s  one that we h ave a l l gr app l ed 
wi t h ,  and i t  i s  an extreme l y  comp l ex and d i ff i c u l t  subj ect . I t oo am support i n g fi rst read i n g  of 
the government ' s  propo sed l eg i s l at i on .  Some of the f actors t h at I took i nto con s i derat i on , some of 
the  b as i c  prem i s es on wh i ch I made my dec i s i on ,  were as fol l ows . I th i n k ,  fi rst  of al l ,  al l of us 
agree t h at the  feder al government was wro ng i n  attempt i ng to u n i l at eral l y  i mpose French as an 
off i c i a l l angu age of the  Terr i tor i es . Second l y,  I th i nk there  i s  a bas i c  consensus  wi th i n th i s  
Leg i s l at i v e As semb ly t h at i t  i s  a pr i or i ty of our government t o  protect and t o  strengthen the use  
of abor i g i n a l l an g u ages in  the  NWT . Th i rd l y ,  I t h i n k  the  government deal t very wel l w i th  a very 
d i ff i c u l t  s i t u at i on . i n  so far as t h ere are const i tut i o n al and l ega l  real i t i es t h at we as a 
Legi s l at ure mu st  reco g n i ze i n  any l eg i s l at i v e  i n i t i at i v es concern i n g abor i g i na l  l an g u ages by th i s  
government . 

I t h i nk t h at Mr . L a l , t h e  Execu t i v e  Counc i l ,  and h i s  s t aff shou l d  be commended i n  the way t h at they 
d i d  c ome to gri p s  wi t h  these  very , v ery d i ff i c u l t  prob l ems . Somet i mes we fee l that we are ri ght , 
we want to do t h i n gs ,  but t h ere are l aws and we must recogn i ze t h at we are not qu i te as strong 
const i t u t i on a l l y  as some day we wou l d l i k e to be . That is a rea l i ty I t h i nk  we al l must  face . 

Pol i t i c al R i s k s  I n  Oppos i t i on 

There i s  anot her pol i t i c a l  real i ty ,  that there are pol i t i ca l  ri s k s  i n  oppos i n g French as an 
off i c i a l l an g u age i n  t h e  Terr i t or i es .  I t h i nk ,  from every i nd i c at i on t h at we h ave ,  if we as a 
Leg i s l at ure oppo s e  Frenc h  as an off i c i a l l an g u age of the  Terr i t or i es , th at the feder a l  government 
wou l d u n i l ateral l y  i mpose  i t  upon u s .  I t h i nk they wou l d  h ave s upport ri ght now from al l three 
p art i es i n  the House  of Commons . I t h i nk  i t  i s  a rea l i ty .  There i s  an el ect i on comi n g  up . Those 
seat s  i n  Quebec are i mport ant to al l p art i es .  I th i nk t h at i f  we are t o  t ake a pr i nc i p l ed st and i n  
t h i s m atter , i t  s hou l d not be o n  the  matt er of French  as an off i c i a l l an g u age , bec ause we wou l d  not 
get very much federal s upport if we d i d .  

Anot h er aspect t h at h as not been t a l ked about , someth i ng th at I t h i nk i s  i mport ant to me,  i s  we do 
not want a s i t u at i on where the  Francoph one commu ni ty in the  NWT i s  cau ght between the terr i tor i al  
gov ernment and the  federal gov ernment in  a const i tut i o n al strug g l e .  I t h i nk we see some of the 
probl ems in  ot her ar e as of the country where there are some very ugl y reperc u s s i ons ; t h at bec ause 
of the emoti o n al n at ure of i s sues peopl e are al i en ated from t h e i r  governments and from each other . 
I know from my conver s at i ons  wi t h  the Francophone commu n i ty ,  that they have been very re as on ab l e i n  
th e i r  approach t o  t h i s who l e  matter and I t h i nk we must k eep t h at i n  m i nd ;  t h at th i s  i s s ue shou l d  
not become one whereby Francoph ones i n  the NWT feel al i enat ed from ot her northerners . 

Now ,  I t h i nk th i s  l eg i s l at i on real l y  attempts  to deal  wi t h  th i s  comp l ex probl em i n  a very pragmat i c  
way .  F i r st l y, i t  wi l l  b e  our i n i t i at i ve and not a federal government i n i t i ati v e .  I t h i nk t h at· i s  
i mport ant symbo l i c al l y  an d more th an symbo l i c a l l y .  As ot hers h av e  sai d before , al l i nd i c at i ons  are 
t h at i f  we oppose French i t  wi l l  be i mposed upon u s .  By u s  t ak i ng t h e  i n i t i at i v e I t h i nk we are 
demonst r at i n g to the feder a l  government an d to the peop l e  of C anada  th at we can take a res pons i b l e , 
reasonab l e appro ach to these  sorts of prob l ems . In do i ng so we c an ens ure some measure of support 
across  the country and i n  the feder al  gover nment . 

E n s hr i n ement Of Abor i g i n al L angu ages 

There i s  al so  every i ndi c at i on t h at the  federal  government is prep ared to amend the i r  proposed Bi 1 1  
C - 2 6 ,  wh i ch i s  the  federal  gov ernment i n i t i at i v e to i mpose  F rench as an off i c i al l anguage,  to  
i ncorporate the  sp i r i t  of  our l e g i s l at i o n .  I t h i nk  the pract i c a l  res u l t s  of  p as s i n g th i s  
l eg i s l at i on wi l l  be t o  en shr i ne abor i g i n al l angu ages i nto terr i tori al l aw and i f  B i l l  C-26 ,  the 
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federal bill , is amended , as we are led to believe that it will be , we will in fact see territorial 
aboriginal languages enshrined in federal law also . This will be a first in Canada and it provides 
double protection . It really means that the legislation , the protection of aboriginal languages 
could only be overt urned with the consent of two legislatures , both ours and the federal 
Parliament . So though it may not achieve everything that we want we are in fact leading the way in 
Canada . I think for that aspect of it we can be quite proud .  

Support For First Reading 

The other practical, financial reality of what we are trying to achieve is that I would support 
first reading of this bill but there are certain responses from the federal government that I would 
like to see evident before I c ould support second or third reading or proclamation of the bill . I 
think by passing first reading of this legislation that we are demonstrating good will on our part 
but  I would like to see, number one , that in fact Bill C-26 is amended to incorporate the spirit of 
our legislation . Number two, I would like to see that adequate funding will be provided for the 
Territories to provide French as an official language . But probably most importantly for me to 
support the final passage of this bill , I would have to see adequate funding in order to support 
the development of aboriginal languages to their full potential, in every aspect of official and 
unofficial life in the NWT now . If those realities come about I can support this legislation . If 
in fact Bill C-26 is not amended to enshrine the spirit of our legislation, if we are not given 
adequate funding to provide French as an official language , and most importantly, if we are not 
given adequate funding to provide for comprehensive aboriginal language development , I would find 
it very diffic ult to support third reading . So at this stage in time I would like to commend the 
government . I think we are starting off with a good bargaining position . I think the Leader and 
his staff and the Executive Council will be getting back to us because I too do not want to see 
this bill passed today until we get some practical answers to the questions that we are asking . So 
that is all I have to say . I will be supporting first reading of the bill today . 

---Applause 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Thank you , Mr . Ballantyne . Mr . Curley . 

HON .  TAGAK CURLEY : (Translation) Thank you , Mr . Chairman . I would like to speak in Inuktit ut 
regarding this . The day before yesterday John Munro, Minister of Indian Affairs , came to 
Yellowknife for one day and then he just informed us that the NWT is under federal legislation . 
When we met him he told us that the NWT official languages would be English and French because 
according to the Constit ution , NWT Act ,  that is what the federal government can do . So the Inuit 
people of the NWT ,  I would like to inform them that I was not very concerned on this ,  because when 
I was a child I was told that I am an Inuk . I will learn to speak English when I go to school . 
You will eventually learn to speak English but you still have to learn your own language . Prime 
Minister Trudeau is the head for the NWT and he has always told me that you will be able to learn 
to speak English but not right now . I did not like his comments.  I felt like saying, take a look 
at Canada ; there are not many places where government bodies are having English and French . For 
example, British Columbia, Alberta and Saskatchewan are not using bilingual languages . They have 
not really recognized the two languages · that they have to speak according to the Constitution . 
They have not really recognized French . I would like to say that as an Inuk they used to tell me 
when I was a child that you will event ually learn to speak English but not right now . You have to 
still go to school some more and that is exactly what the Pri me Minister is saying right now . 
Maybe he will event ually learn to speak l nuktitut . But he is saying now that we will give you some 
more money but he does not seem to be making sense . I just wanted you to know that there are not 
very many French-speaking people in the NWT at the present time , and they have to really learn to 
speak the aboriginal languages too,  even though it is not put into law . So for that reason I was 
c oncerned about this for the future because for the people that are working for the government -­
there are not very many Inuit people working for the government , and for the future , they will not 
be able to teach employees in French .  (Translation ends) 

Consultation Before Imposition Of Act 

Mr . Chairman , I just wanted to put it on the record because this is an historic moment . If I had 
the right to introduce such legislation , as the federal Minister of Indian Affairs, I would have 
wanted to ensure that a federal consultation takes place in the North and that we be given a 
federal , even one year consultation before we impose the Official Languages Act in the Territories , 
but  I do not have that privilege , as I said in Inuktit ut . 
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When I was a young student growing up, I used to hear the federal officials telling me at that time 
that I had a lot of potential but I had to learn a lot of things first . I then, at that time, 
realized this was just an excuse for me not being given an opportunity to actually get into a 
responsible position . It seems to me that the federal government is doing the same thing today, 
that we, as a native people with native languages, do have the po ten ti al to be of service to the 
public in the institutions for which this government is responsible . There is an opportunity but 
"You guys are not ready yet . " To need to be hearing that from the federal government is reall y an 
insult to my culture . Because of this historic nature of the debate, I wanted to put it on the 
record, because I believe that the consultation· and co-operation can take place without having a 
double-barrelled shotgun in federal Parliament posing on me, because that is what Bill C-26 is all 
about . It indicates that unless you do something, the federal government has the ability to change 
the NWT Act and it is going to impose it anyway .  

I think we  learned earlier, during the last three years, from the negotiations when the Can adian 
government dealt with the Can adian Constitution, that we did not have a threat from the U nited 
Kingdom, that if we did not come to an agreement Great Britain was going to cha nge the Can adian 
Constitution . We did not have that imposition placed on us . Therefore, as a native individual I 
was a bit disturbed that the federal government came on -- I say it was a bit too early . Maybe 
because the 1 eadershi p convention was going on . Maybe some of our old friends from the federal 
cabinet were going to eventually, maybe, have another role after the election, I do not know . 
But I felt very concerned that the native language, my culture, was not for sale . I felt at that 
time when John Munro came around to tell me that if we do not do anything he was going to impose 
it, that it meant to me as a native individual -- which some of my honourable friends, as white 
persons, c annot really feel -- I felt that I had to let go of my birthright . I had to settle for 
something as far as the federal bill is concerned, that said to me in the last paragraph, the last 
section of Bill C-26 that the only consolation I can get in this one was that nothing in Bill C-26 
prevents the Commissioner in Council with the Government of the Northwest Territories from granting 
rights in respect of providing services in any language of the aboriginal peoples of Can ada . After 
all, it took about 45 clauses to enshrine the rights of the official languages . We had to settle 
with only one clause . To me that was not sincere enough . That was not strong enough . 

Therefore, for the record I wish to say that I felt si nee the NWT government is very much part of 
the patriotic institutions of the federal government that we could have afforded to wait a little 
longer, even a year or two, to allow some discussion to take place before we actually force 
official languages on the Northwest Territories . So, Mr . Chairman, although the spirit of the bill 
that we will be dealing with here I think is possibly the best that the provinces or federal 
government have ever come out with, I really feel still that it was a bit early at this stage 
because of some of the apprehension that does exist in the native communities throughout the 
Territories . Because the federal government is insisting that it has no choice, there are many 
native people that do feel that they have no choice but to concede and not say anything further . I 
say as a democratic member of Canadian society that it is unfair for the federal government to do 
so, because even though we respect the law, a nd as a native people we respect the Can adian law, 
we should not be threatened by the federal government that unless we do something they are going to 
go ahead anyway because that is not fair j ustice for the original aboriginal peoples of the 
Territories . As we have no choice, like many of my colleagues I have no choice but to go along 
with recognizing the bill but I would urge the Members that the issue of the native languages is 
more than just exchanging • • •  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee): Mr . Curley, your time is up . What is the desire of the committee? 
Agreed to continue? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed . 

-- -Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Wah-Shee): Proceed, Mr . Curley . 

Provisions In Bill For Native Languages 

HON . TAGAK CU RLEY: I feel very strongly that if we are sincere about developing the native 
languages we could deal with it as we normally deal with any other important matter and continue to 
develop it further . We should not j ump to the conclusion that we ought to trade any other issues 
with the federal government and we are going to receive a whole lot of money just for conceding our 
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poi n t .  I th i nk the pri nc i pl e  of the nati ve l anguages i s  qui te impo rta n t .  Si nce  we can  use them i n  
th i s  A s sembl y ,  we shoul d a l so h ave a c l au se i n  any b i l l that we w i l l  b e  i ntroduc i ng that the nati ve 
l ang uages  shoul d al so have the same rights in some parts of the i nsti tuti ons  of the Terri to r i es . 
Even though they may not be as offi c i al as French a nd Engl i sh ,  I real ly  bel i eve that i n  some part  
we shoul d have  prov i s i o n s  whe re nati ve l anguages can be used . I do not bel i eve tha t  we shoul d 
i gnore the real i ty of the fact that a s  parti c u l a rl y  the I nu i t l a nguage i s  now u sed i n  thi s 
L eg i sl ature and i n  many of the mun i c i pal i ti es and even  i n  the court system , we shou l d have  some 
reference as to how far the nati ve l anguage can  be u sed . Otherwi se i t  i s  goi ng to be pretty 
confu s i ng as to where the nati ve  l anguage s can  .pl ay a rol e i n  the terri tori al i n sti tuti ons . 
Quj a n n ami i k .  Thank you . 

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah -She e ) : Thank you , Mr . C u rl ey .  Mr . Ga rga n , general remark s .  

MR .  GARGAN :  Thank you , Mr . Chai rman . I d i d  read the d raft o rdi nance that was g i ven to the 
Members . One of the mai n concerns I have wi th the ordi nance i s  that as  far as  the French l anguage 
goe s ,  i t  i s  pretty wel l c a rved in stone ,  b ut as  far as  the abor i g i n al l a nguages go , i t  i s  pretty 
vague . I t  i s  not as strong as I woul d l i ke to see i t .  Th i s  i s  one concern that I wou l d l i k e  to 
expre s s . Just as the Engl i sh a nd the French l a nguages a re goi ng to be offi c i al l a nguages o f  
C a n ada , I woul d l i ke t o  s e e  put i n  th i s  ord i nance that the Gove rnment o f  the Northwe st  Terri to r i e s  
rec ogn i zes the abo r i gi n al l a nguages as  offi c i al l anguages o f  th i s  government i n  the Terri tori e s .  
Mr . Cha i rman , al so , i n  order for m e  to suppo rt the Engl i sh and the French l anguages a s  offi c i al 
l a nguages i n  the Terri tor i e s ,  I woul d al so h ave to see • • •  

C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wa h-Shee ) :  Mr . Ga rgan , i t  i s  i mportant at th i s  t i me that you make reference to the 
s e s s i  onal paper we are addre s s i ng at thi s  ti me and not the proposed bi 1 1 , wh i ch has  yet to be 
i n troduced to o u r  House . Thank you . 

Stronger Pos i ti o n  On Aborigi nal L a nguage s 

MR.  GARGAN : Thank you , Mr . Cha i rman . Mr . C h a i rman , referri ng to the ses s i onal paper aga i n  on the 
offi c i al l anguages of the No rthwest  Terri to r i e s , i n  orde r fo r me to suppo rt i t  I woul d have to see 
a s tronger pos i ti on taken by thi s government wi th Ottawa wi th rega rd to the aborigi n al l a nguage s .  
Certa i n l y  I am a l  s o  i n  agreement wi th a l ot o f  the suggesti o n s  that came from oth e r  Members . 
Certa i nly  we h ave to g i ve thi s careful con s i derati on a nd c a reful consu l tat ion wi th the Government 
of Canada , ensu r i ng tha t  the nati ve l anguage s in  the Northwe st Terri tori es  are con s i dered as  part 
of th i s  government as far as j obs  a nd that go . For nati ve peopl e to get i n to government pos i ti on s ,  
I thi nk that the aborig i nal  l anguage woul d b e  one of the a ssets , rather  than j ust onl y Engl i sh and 
Frenc h .  Thank you , Mr . C h a i rman . 

CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Wah -She e ) : Thank you , Mr . Ga rgan . Does the c ommi ttee wi sh to conti n ue or h ave the 
coffee b reak? Coffee break fo r 1 0  m i nute s .  Thank you . 

---SHORT RECESS 

The commi ttee wi l l  now come to orde r .  I woul d l i ke a t  th i s  ti me to rem i nd Members to confi ne  the i r  
remarks  to the ses s i on al paper , "Offi c i al Languages i n  the Northwe st Terri tori  es"  a nd that no 
refe rence at th i s time shoul d be made to the propo sed bi l l ,  wh i ch I assume wi l l  be i n troduced at 
some poi nt . Mr . McCal l um .  

MR.  McCAL L UM :  Thank you , Mr . Cha i rman . I woul d want to add some c omments to the ses s i onal paper  
tha t was put fo rwa rd by the Exec uti ve on th i s  whol e i ssue  of the  recogn i ti on of  l anguage s , but  
pri or to  doi ng so , I wou l d  want  to preface my remarks wi th a c o upl e of  questi ons of the  House 
Leader . F i rst and fo remost , I wou l d want  to know whether in  fac t Members of the Executi ve have 
agreed to bri ng forth a u n i fi ed posi ti on on a propo sed po s i t i on of the government wh i c h ,  i f  we 
accept the i r recommendati o n s  wi l l  form the ba s i s of any ki nd of propo sed l eg i sl ati on .  Secondl y ,  I 
k now that there i s  a c oncern obv i o u s l y  expres sed by the present Mi n i ster of I ndi an Affa i rs and 
Northern Devel opment , Mr . Mun ro , and thi s  government , on the government I s i nte rpretati on  of i ts 
l egal i ty ,  i f  you l i ke ,  the l egal i ty of the terri tor i al government .  That i s , I b el i eve a nd agree 
wi th what  has been sai d i n  the paper rega rdi ng the i nterpretati on  of the government , tha t  the 
Government of the  Northwest Terri tor i es  i s  not an i n sti tuti on of P arl i ament and as suc h ,  bec a u se i t  
i s  dul y el ected and empowered by a n  act ,  though i t  i s  a federal pi ece of l eg i sl ati on , i s  abl e to 
pas s  l egi sl ati on i n  the s ame manner as  prov i nces . 
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So my second questi on, before I get into some corrments on it, would be of the Government Leader. 
W i thout goi ng to the courts to determine th i s, has there been any move on the part of the present 
M in ister of Indian Affai rs and Northern Development to recogni ze the pos iti on that is put forward 
in th is paper? So those are two questions I have. F i rst, is the government com ing w ith a un i f i ed 
pos iti on on thi s  or are the ind ivi dual Members of the Executi ve free to vote as they wish? 
Secondly, what is  the status of the present d i scussi ons w ith the federal M in ister on th i s  
i nterpretati on as to whether we are or are not an insti tution of  the federal government, because 
that was Mr. Munro's rati onale when he appeared at the Li beral conventi on three or four weeks ago? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Nerysoo. 

HON. R I CHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Chai rman, certai nly the suggesti on of the sessi onal paper and the 
recommendati ons that are be i ng made, is the pos it i on that was taken by the Executi ve Counci l  so 
that we could at least recei ve some d i recti on from all Members in th i s  House or a major ity of the 
Members i n  th i s  House. Certai nly there was no dec is i on to suggest that no Executi ve Counci l  Member 
could make op in ions known on the pr i nc iple of the i ssue and the manner i n  whi ch it was bei ng dealt 
w ith, and we d id  not as an Executi ve Council  make any commi tment that no Member could not make 
comments. 

Now, w i th regard to the whole questi on of the i nsti tut ion as defi ned i n  the Consti tuti on, I thi nk 
that that is one area on whi ch we would have argued a case in a court of law, that we are not in  
fact an i nstituti on as defi ned in the Charter of  R i ghts and i n  fact w i th regard to section 30 of 
the Consti tuti on Act, it refers to "A reference i n  thi s  Charter to a province or to the legi slati ve 
assembly or legi slature of a provi nce shall be deemed to i nclude a reference to the Yukon Terri tory 
and the Northwest Terr i tori es, or to the appropri ate legislat ive author i ty thereof, as the case may 
be. " I beli eve i n  that parti cular clause it is pretty clear that we have the authority to pass 
legi slat i on w ith regard to languages or all those issues that relate to the Charter of Ri ghts, so 
in that sense clearly that is an argument that is i n  our favour. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo. Mr. McCallum. 

Uni fi ed Government Pos it ion 

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Chai rman, and I thank the Government Leader. I guess the concern 
that I have on both these questi ons would be that if the government is go ing to use the basis  of 
these recommendati ons i n  this  sessi onal paper -- or the acceptance by thi s  House of those 
recommendati ons -- to gi ve it  di recti on, then I would hope there would be unani mity on the 
government' s si de. Not to have that and then expect those of us on this s ide and over in the 
corner to go ahead and support a government pos it i on without having a unif ied government pos iti on 
would seem to me to be rather ludi crous, and I would hope that government Members w ill recogni ze 
that. To ask us to do someth i ng that they themselves may have some di ff i culty with I th ink is  just 
a b it  much. 

The second questi on I put to you because I fi rmly bel i eve that what you have i ndi cated here is the 
posit i on that we should be taki ng as a government. That is, we may pass th i s  legislati on but to 
make i t  a requi rement, there would have to be a change or an amendment under Part V of the 
Consti tuti onal Act, 1982, such as occurred in another provi nce. I thi nk you made the reference to 
that i n  your paper and I referred to New Brunsw i ck. So I th i nk we should accept that 
responsi b i l i ty and i n  so do ing we indi cate that we have some kind of muscle ; maybe not 
well-developed, but we should be able to flex i t. 

I want to i ndi cate to the government my acceptance of the very pragmatic  approach that has been 
taken to thi s  whole bi ll. I th ink that your taki ng the in iti at ive indi cates that we do take our 
respons i b i l i ti es ser i ously and that we are attempti ng to come to a proper dec is ion as regards th i s  
whole bus i ness of English and French across the country, as we 1 1  as the recognit ion and the 
furtherance of the nat ive abor igi nal languages. 

I need not go i nto any great amount of detai l ;  i t  has been well-covered by previ ous speakers, as to 
why the government should be taki ng thi s  approach and why we as an Assembly should be accepting the 
recommendati ons that are put forward. I thi nk that those things that have been touched on 
previ ously by Members, about maki ng sure that other thi ngs are in  place, are issues that we have to 
ensure once we get i nto the actual proposed legi slati on that w ill come through. It seems to me i n  
your sess i onal paper to arr i ve at that pos iti on, because you say that there were certai n  parti cular 
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opt i on s  t h at the feder a l  government hav e ,  but there were al ter n at i ves -- you put forth  a coup l e  of 
al ternat i v es -- I h ave a l i t t l e d i ff i c u l ty i n  recog n i z i ng them to be al t ernat i v es . In p o i nt of 
f act , if we refuse  to  pas s  the necess ary terr i t or i a l  l eg i s l at i on then there is an act i on -- I am 
not too s ure that i s  an a l ternat i ve - - the federal l egi s l at i on -- the Mi n i ster made v ery wel l 
t he  va l i d i ty of the federal amendment -- be i ng  pushed on us an d then be i n g quest i oned i n  the court , 
the  trac k  record of dec i s i on s  t h at f av our t he con s t i tuent parts i n  the l ast wh i l e  s uggest t h at we 
are not goi n g  to get very far . You s i mp l y  h ave  to th i n k of wh at happened wi t h  Newfou nd l and and i t s  
offshor e .  And so to  go through t h e  cost and t h e  exper i ence of do i ng t h at ,  I d o  not t h i nk i s  much 
of an al ternat i ve .  So I t h i n k  that , as I s ay ,  the approach that h as been t aken i s  the  on l y  
pr agmat i c  one and i t  i s  one t h at we as a group shou l d  recog n i z e .  I t  al l ows th i s government to  
exert i t s e l f  in  a proper form , in  a proper manner . I t h i n k  there are a gre at number of thi n g s  that 
are concerned w i th t h i s  course of ac t i on and the recogn i t i on of i t .  

The cost of recogn i z i ng both E ng l i sh and French  wi l l  be q u i te expen s i v e .  I t  wi l l  cost th i s 
government a great dea l  more money just to pro v i  de peopl e wi th access  to go vernment papers , 
regul at i on s ,  etc . ,  the  whol e t h i n g .  I bel i eve t h at any t i me we get i nto  a s i t u at i on where we h ave  
to  t ak e  on feder al  government i n i t i at i ves or  we h ave  to take on cert ai n th i ngs from the feder a l  
government ,  i t  i s  cont i ngent upon  th i s gov ernment to i n s i st t h at the  fund i ng wi l l  be  there . I 
agree as we l l that th i s  act i on pres ent s the Government of the N WT wi t h  the i deal  opport u n i ty to do 
somet h i n g  to enh ance i t s p art i c u l ar recogn i t i on or i t s efforts to do more for n at i ve l an g u ages . 
Now, that may be the  on ly  c l ub  t h at we h ave on i t ,  but I th i n k i t  i s  a substant i a l c l ub and one 
t h at h as to be put forth very s er i ou s l y  on beh a l f  of the gov ernment t hrough the  Exec ut i ve Counc i l 
and the Government Leader . 

Agai n ,  as I s ay ,  I do not want to go i nt o  much concern wi th  what goes on . I t h i n k  that i t  i s  
i mport ant enough for us  t o  d o  s o  recog n i z i ng our l i m i t at i on s ,  but nevert hel ess recogn i z i ng by doi ng 
it  on our own , that is  the gov ernment do i n g  it  on thei r own or th i s Ass emb l y  do i n g it  on our own , 
we wi l l  be ab l e  to m ake sure t h at not on ly  the  French commu n i ty recogn i ze ,  and so i t  f i ts i n  across 
the  count ry ,  but agai n est abl i s h the fact that the cons t i tuent part s of the count ry shou l d  take  
t h at i n i t i at i ve th ems e l ves . I n  so  doi ng  i f  we  do i t  i n  one  l an g u age , one  of  the two off i c i al 
l an g u ages of C an ad a ,  t hen obv i ou s l y  we wou l d be abl e to do somet h i n g  wi th  our own abor i g i n al 
l angu ages as we l l .  So I wou l d  commend the  gov ernment for putt i ng fort h these  p art i c u l ar 
recommen d at i on s  an d recommen d at i on s  that I wou l d  cert ai n l y  support . Thank you . 

- - -App l au s e  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Th ank you , Mr . McC a l l um .  Mr . Erk l oo .  

French Not A Pr i or i ty 

MR . ERKL00 : ( Tr an s l at i on )  Thank you ,  Mr . Chai rman . I do not have any quest i ons  but I j u st want ed 
to comment on the l eg i s l ati on t h at i s  bei ng i mposed upon us . To recog n i ze the French l angu ag e  I am 
not tot a l l y  h appy about bec ause  i n  the smal l er communi ti es i n  the North  we do not see very many 
French -speak i n g peopl e .  I am not total l y  _h appy about i t  as wel l bec ause  t he c urri c u l um and st aff 
who can speak  i n  the  abori g i n a l  l angu ages are not be i n g fu l l y impl emented . So bec ause of that , 
we l l ,  i f  we are go i ng to use  French as a recogn i zed l anguage we are goi ng  to h ave to spend a l ot of 
mon ey i n  schoo l s i n  order to teach  peop l e  the French  l an gu age . I fee l  apprehen s i ve bec ause I t h i n k  
o u r  f i rst  p r i or i ty s hou l d be to  i nc l ude t h e  abor i g i n al l anguages bec a u se t o  dev el op them i s  v ery 
i mport ant . I al s o  support the i de a  of the gov ernment ' s  pos i t i on .  Th an k you very much . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee ) :  Th ank you , Mr . Erk l oo .  Mr . App aq aq . 

Commu n i ty Con s u l t at i on Needed 

MR . APPAQAQ : ( Tran s l at i on )  Th ank you , Mr . Chai rman . I al s o  wi s h  to speak abo ut thi s bec ause  I am 
concerned . I am i n  agreement w i t h  t h i s  subj ect we are ta l k i ng about but we are al l aware t h at the 
French l angu age is  not used very much in  the Nort h ; take for ex amp l e , CBC uses Eng l i s h as  wel l as 
an abor i g i n a l  l an gu age . We were total l y  unprep ared for t h i s present at i on from the  federal  
government .  At l e ast they shou l d  h ave  gi ven us some adv ance not i ce so that we cou l d  d i scuss  i t  and 
so i t  wou l d  g i ve us a c h ance to speak to them .  The way it i s , it cou l d event u al ly  c ause probl ems 
and the cons equences we cannot see r i ght now cou l d be bad . We are al s o  go i n g  to have to teac h  and 
h i re many peop l e to teach  the  French l angu age and bec ause of t h i s l eg i s l at i on peop l e  are be i ng 
forced i nt o  th i s  pos i t i on .  We h ave  many peop l e an d or gan i z at i ons  an d as s oc i at i ons  that can support 
our c aus e .  I s ee there i s  go i ng  to be very much co ncern about t h i s .  I cannot therefore t ot al l y  
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agree to th i s  but I can accept i t  though I am st i l l  a l i tt l e  apprehe_ns i ve .  I t h i n k  I wou l d  l i ke to 
get back to our commun i t i es ,  to our const i t uents and speak about th is  more . I w i l l  conc l u de that 
whi l e  we are here we are goi ng  to vote.  I cannot total l y  support i t  before I get back to my 
const i t uents . Thank you , Mr . Chai rman . 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee ) :  Thank you ,  Mr . Appaqaq . Mrs . Lawrence . 

MRS .  LAWRENCE: Thank you , Mr . Speaker . ( Transl at i on )  When t h i ngs l i ke t h i s  come to us , t he 
government makes al l these papers for us but then they never , ever gi ve us an y chance to th i n k 
about t h i n gs l i ke that . They j ust come w i thout g i v i ng us any advance not i ce .  But we  speak t he 
abori g i nal l an guage so I t h i nk we have the ri ght to say what we feel . When i t  comes to us , they 
make dec i si ons for us . ( Transl at i on ends ) 

More Ti me Requ i red 

Espec i al l y when I speak my nat i ve l anguage , it is d i ff i c u l t for me to accept French when it has no 
rel evance to my const i t uenc y,  but i t  seems we have no other choi ce but have to accept what is put 
in front of us . It seems that is  al ways the case. I suppose I have to support the f i rst read i ng 
on cond i t i on that changes w i l l  be made to guarantee that our nat i ve l anguages are treated l i ke any 
offi c i al l an guage, l i ke Eng l i sh and French . Recogn i z i n g and protect i ng our nat i ve l anguage is not 
good enough . That is  what is stated , 11 to recogn i ze and protect our or i gi na 1 1 anguage 1 1 • And some 
words are so vague, l i ke 1 1may 11 , and i t  i s  not guaranteed that our l anguages w i l l  be gi ven ser i ous 
consi derat i on .  Just recent l y , thanks to the Mi n i ster of Educat i on ,  they have started to establ i sh 
nat i ve 1 anguages i n  schools and i t  i s  j ust recent l y  t hat they started . At th is  t i me I j ust feel 
that we do not have that much t i me ,  and we are not g i ven that much t ime .  As far as I am concerned , 
I need more t i me to work on t h is very i mportant i ssue .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) : Thank you , Mrs . Lawrence . Mr . T ' Se l e ie .  

MR . T ' SEL E I E: Thank you ,  Mr . Chai rman . I see t h is  debate as pretty h i stor i c ,  because I t h i nk i t  
g i ves those of us that represent majori ty  abor i g i nal  peopl e the opportu n i t y  to real l y  gi ve our 
1 anguages the abi 1 i ty to move ahead . I represent a major i ty abor i g i nal canst i t uenc y, and t he 
major i t y  of the peopl e that I represent speak the Dene l anguage , and the way that I am l ook i ng at 
t h is debate i s  that i t  wou l d  be l ud i crous for me to go back to my const i tuency and say that I have 
agreed to the off i c i al use of French and at the same t i me say that I have not been abl e  to do 
anyth i ng about our own l anguage. I do not t h i nk that I wou l d  be abl e  to get away w i th that .  I 
th i n k  i n  the Northwest Terr i tor i es ,  here, I do not see the possi bi l i t y  of abori g i nal l anguages 
goi ng away or not at some poi nt hav i ng to be deal t w i t h ,  because I see the abor i g i nal l anguages as 
devel opi ng and as u l t i matel y hav i ng to be deal t w i t h  one way or the other . And I th i n k i n  the 
Northwest Terr i tor i es here, i t  i s  u n i que, it is  d i fferent than the other prov i nces of Canada, where 
the abori gi nal peopl e do not make a major i t y , but i n  the Northwest Terri tor i es abori gi nal peop l e  
are i n  the major i ty .  And I t h i nk  that rat i onal k i nds of arguments cou l d be made that wou l d  
conv i nce the federal government that we have a uni que si t uat i on here i n  the Nort h .  My posi t i on on 
t h is  is that at some poi nt I wou l d  l i ke the opportu n i t y  to make some amendments to t he bi l l .  

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee ) :  Mr . T ' Sel e ie ,  I t h i nk  your remarks shou l d  be confi ned to the sessi onal 
paper at th i s  t i me .  

MR . T ' SEL E I E: I have a coupl e of quest i ons on  t he  sess i onal paper . On page seven , t he  fi rst 
paragraph states that the government proposes that i t  approaches the federal government w i th a 
package consi st i n g of draft l eg i s l at i on ,  an i mpl ementat i on sched u l e ,  and a detai l ed statement of 
the f i nanc i al requ i rements necessary to i mpl ement the serv i ces to be prov i ded i n  an NWT Offi c i al 
Languages Ord i nance . My quest i on to the Government Leader i s ,  how far al on g is th is  work and does 
he have any more detai l than what is contai ned i n  t hat one sentence to prov i de to us today? 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr . Wah -Shee ) :  Mr . Nerysoo . 

Bas is  Of Approach To Federal Government 

HON . R I CHARD  N ERYSOO: Mr . Chai rman , I bel ieve the whole purpose of the sess i onal paper and the 
recommendat i ons and approval of th is  House w i l l  determi ne the bas is  on whi ch we approach the 
federal government .  Al so , approval of the l eg i sl at i on ,  or at l east an approval to f i rst read i ng ,  
w i l l  g i ve us a bas is  on wh i ch we cou l d  prov i de the l egi sl at i ve proposal . Now we have tal ked to the 
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federal government to date,  but it is still import ant that the Members of this House be a part of 
the fin al position , or at least a position that we would bring forward to the Government of Can ada 
by which we wou l d  negotiate . That is the reason that the whole debate is taking place now . 
Cert ain l y  there are still other issues that h ave to be resol ved . I am not sure if many of you 
have read the l egisl ation that is before the House of Commons ,  but in the legisl ation it st ates 
that the coming into force of such legislation wil l not t ake place unti l  Jan u ary 1st , 1988 . So the 
argument that we do not have time to work out all the issues with regard to fin ances -- if we 
cannot work them out in four years , then I am curious as to how long it will t ake before we 
conclude the discussion and the issues that are outst anding . So there is that l eeway, and I think 
that ·for peop l e  to use the argument that we do not have time to work those issues out -- I bel ieve 
that the l egislation is cl ear on that . Now we have approximatel y  three and a hal f years to resol ve 
this issue .  

What is most import ant , I bel ieve , is t o  ensure that the legislation that is before the House of 
Commons recognizes the pas it ion that this Legislat ure puts forward , and any bill or any amendments 
that would t ake place with regard to the bil l that h as been introduced in the House of Commons 
wou l d  ref l ect the position and the legislation that we agreed to and we suggest should be the basis 
on which any amendment might t ake place to the Northwest Territories Act or l egislation that would 
be recognized in a general clause that would apply to the legislation . I do not want to get on any 
f urther than that , but there is a l so the possibility,  and cert ain l y  an issue that I have raised 
with the Ministers of St ate and the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Devel opment , and that 
is to get a pol itical commitment from them , either through a memorandum of u nderstanding or a 
memorandum of agreement on how we would devel op the imp l ement ation process , what wou l d  be the 
agreements and commitments on the p art of the federal government politicall y to resol ving this 
p articular issue . I do not be,lieve th at we should be discussing an idea of whether or not it is 
right , a moral question . There is no question th at we all recognize that we have an obligation to 
French and English according to the Constitution . 

We also have an ob l igation as an Assembly to ensure that we protect the aboriginal  langu ages of the 
residents of the Northwest Territories . ·  That is obvious l y  a political obligation on the p art of 
t his House . I think that if we can get all those things in p l ace , there wi l l  be no question . I 
think t he very reason that we are suggesting that we can t able the document or the bill before this 
House , on l y  to first reading , is to ensure that we do not make a politica l  corrnnitment or a legal  
commitment in this House through approval to t hird reading and assent , or with regard to 
proclamation . So I think th at we do not want to proceed further than the obligations that we can 
keep and at the moment , whether it is to the French or whether it is to the aborigin al people , we 
cannot keep those obligations until we resolve the questions of fin ances , whether or not we resolve 
the questions of the process of implement ation of the French l angu age in the Northwest 
Territories . I believe even the French Cultural Association of the Northwest Territories has 
supported that there has to be a process by which we imp l ement the French langu age in our 
instit utions . They al so support the protection of aborigina l  langu ages . So I suggest to you that 
it is import ant to ensure you ret ain that support , and at the same time , that you support t he kind 
of commitment that we might make to the French commu nity in the Northwest Territories because it is 
import ant . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Th ank you , Mr . Nerysoo . Mr . T ' Sel eie , do you have any further comments ? 
Mr . Patterson . 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you , Mr . Ch airman . Not being an aborigin al person , Mr . Chairman , I 
feel somewhat uncomfort able in recommending that we t ake steps to entrench an official language , 
n ame l y  French , which is spoken by so very few residents of the Northwest Territories , and I know 
that I do not have the depth of feel ing over the issue of recognizing and protecting aborigin al 
l angu ages th at n ative Members must fee l . I also symp athize with Members who say " This is rushed ; 
we have not had time to consider it . 11  But I would like to explain that those who have devel oped 
this position that we are presenting to you tod ay have felt j ust as uncomfort able and j ust as 
r ushed as some Members have expressed in this House . This initiative is not an initiative of the 
Government of the Northwest Territories ; it results from an initiative of the feder al  government . 
It is something that will not j ust go away if we t ake more time or go b ack to our constituents , 
because the federal government has adv anced a bil l  in the House of Commons which is before the 
House of Commons .  We c an not j ust ignore the issue ,  a l though perhaps we all wish it would not have 
arisen in this manner ,  and I can symp athize with that . Because our position was difficult to 
determine , bec ause it is a complicated subject with f ar too many l egal problems associated with it , 
we have had to delay the present ation of this p aper due to transl ation , and I apol ogize for that . 
B ut we h ave worked as quickly as we cou l d  and we ask Members to symp athize with the probl em that we 
are now f aced with . 
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Support I n  Negot i at i ons  W i t h  Federal  Government 

I wou l d  l i k e to j u st respond a l i tt l e  b i t  to wh at Mr . T ' Se l e i e  had to s ay ,  bec ause I do not agree 
t hat he needs to  f eel after t h i s  ses s i on t hat he h as to go home to h i s  const i tu ents and s ay "French 
wi l l  be offi c i a l an d I h ave not been abl e to do anyth i n g for the nat i ve l an g u ages . "  It must be 
understood t h at our  pos i t i on i s  o n l y  t h at we approve the f i rst read i ng of l eg i s l at i on wh i ch ,  i f  
pas sed and proc l ai med , wou l d  make French off i c i al an d g i ve cert a i n ,  I t h i n k ,  s i gn i f i c ant 
recogn i t i ons to t h e  abor i g i n al l an gu ages . We want to use your support for th i s  p aper and the 
proposed 1 eg i  s 1 at i on as  a way to do some very h ard negot i at i ons wi th  the f eder a 1 government , to 
undo the years of neg l ect t hat the n at i ve l angu ages h ave s uffered in  t he  Nort h . I wou l d  l i ke to 
emphas i ze that if th i s  pos i t i on i s  approved by t h i s Assemb l y , it wi l l  on l y  be the beg i nn i n g  of the 
work for t h i s government . W i th your s upport for th i s  government , we wi l l  go to the Government of 
C an ad a  and say ,  11 You have promi sed to  he l p  deve l op the abor i g i na l  l angu ages . Here is wh at i t  i s  
go i ng t o  cost ; we want s i gn i f i c ant s ums from you t o  do t h at work . 1 1  If  our negot i at i ons are not 
s at i sfactory or we f i nd t hat the promi ses t hat h ave been g i ven to th i s  government cannot be 
fu l f i l l ed by the federal  government , t hen we are go i ng to h ave to ca l l t h e  House back and report to 
you that our str ategy has not worked out the way it shou l d h av e ,  and we may wel l dec i de not to g i ve 
a f i nal read i ng and proc l amat i on to the  l eg i s l at i on wh i ch wou l d  g i ve effect to t h i s  paper . 

So pl eas e ,  Members s h ou l d underst and t h at we are not propos i ng to i mp l ement off i c i al b i l i ngua l i sm .  
W e  are ,  rather , propos i n g a p l an t o  i mp l ement off i c i a l b i l i n gual i sm w i th  cert ai n very strong 
cond i t i ons about s upport for abori g i n a l l anguages . And I wou l d  l i ke to s ay t h at I t h i n k ,  of al l 
the  departments of t h i s government , I am most keen l y  aware of the tremendous concerns about 
deve l op i n g abor i g i n al l angu ages i n  the commun i t i es i n  the Northwest Terr i tor i es and per haps 
part i c u l ar l y  in  the  Athapascan commu n i t i es where the Dene l angu ages have been i gnored and 
negl ected , not j u st by government but by other i n s t i tut i on s ,  wh i ch h as res u l ted in t he i r  d i s u se and 
the i r not bei n g  g i ven  the s ame attent i on that h as been g i ven  to Eng l i s h and now French . 

I was p l eased , Mr . Ch ai rman , that Mr . T ' Se l e i e  h i ms e l f  spoke favourab l y  of the i nd i genous l an g u age 
deve l opment fund at t he l ast budget ses s i on .  · I was p l eased to hear t hat .  B ut I recogn i ze t hat the 
work t h at h as been done there over the l ast two years is  on l y  the very beg i nn i ng . We h ave onl y 
j u st made a star t . We need to deve l op wr i t i ng systems for some of t he  Dene l anguages . We need to  
deve l op  d i ct i o n ar i es and  agree on st andard ort hograph i es . We  need to  s it  down wi th  ol der peop l e  
and preserve t ho se  1 angu ages and a 1 1  the r i c h nes s  of those  1 an guages , wh i  1 e the most f l uent 
speakers are st i 1 1  al i ve .  And I fee l  very encouraged at the prospect of , through th i s  strategy, 
bei ng ab l e  to f i n a l l y  get s ome federal  support for abor i g i n al l anguages becau se s i nce the beg i n n i ng 
of my ho l d i n g t h i s portfo l i o  I h ave been terr i b l y  frustrated  when I h ave tal ked to the Secret ary of 
State for C anad a .  I f  we wanted t o  educ ate nat i ve peop l e  i n  French as a s econd l anguage there wou l d  
be al l k i nds  of federal support under the off i c i a l  bi l i n g u al i sm program . But when I went to the 
Secret ary of St ate  and s ai d ,  11 Wel l ,  we h ave a d i fferent s i t u at i on in the NWT . We h ave peop l e  who 
want support g i v en to abori g i n a l  l an g u ages in the schoo l s .  Is there a program that can he l p us? 1 1  

The an swer , s ad l y , w as t h at unt i l recent l y  t here h as been no pos s i b i l i ty of any federal moneys for 
deve l opment of abor i g i na l  l anguages . 

Prospect Of Federa l  Fund i ng 

F i na l l y ,  after h av i n g  worked wi thout  any real succes s on the Secret ary of St ate to try and have 
progr ams deve l oped , I see now a mean i n gfu l  offer from the federal government to g i ve us the s upport 
we need , and be l i eve me , one mi l l i on do l l ars a year sou nds l i k e an awfu l l ot of money but it i s  
what we h ave been ab l e  t o  spend i n  the l ast two years . Th i s  work of devel op i ng and preserv i ng 
l angu ages i s  very cost l y  work and we h ave at l e ast seven and prob ab l y  more abor i g i n al l an g u ages 
th at we s h ou l d  be worryi ng about . We need much more t h an one mi l l i on do l l ars a year and I s ay we 
need money from the  federa l  government bec ause i t  i s  not fai r to rob the educat i ona l  program or 
other departments of th i s  government to meet t h i s  pr i or i ty.  As Members may k now, our i nd i genous 
l an gu age fund i s  schedu l ed to term i n ate  at the end of th i s  comi n g  fi s ca l  year . I am conf i dent that 
i f  we do not h ave federal he l p we wi l l  somehow be ab l e  to readj ust o ur pri or i t i es and I am sure 
with the support of th i s  House be abl e to scrape up more money to cont i n ue  th i s  work . But it wou l d  
be much more progres s i ve i f  we cou l d get s upport from the federal government . And I th i nk i t  must 
be understood t h at the  strategy we are recommend i n g to th i s House wi  1 1 ,  if successfu l ,  perm i t  
s i g n i f i c ant funds  to  b e  adv anced for the abor i g i n al l angu ages . Th i s  i s  the on l y  cond i t i on on wh i ch 
I c an s upport t he  entrenchment of French -- i f  there i s  equ al , i f  not greater attent i on ,  pai d to 
the abor i g i n al l anguages . 
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I thi nk i f  Members are concerned about appear i ng to support a l anguage that the i r const i t uents wi l l  
not use they shou l d  understand that th i s  i s  onl y a st rat egy ; that we are propos i ng to see 
s i gni f i cant funds provi ded for the l anguages that are of i mportance to the vast major i ty of our 
const i tuents.  I wou l d  j ust l i ke to br i efl y ment i on ,  Mr . Cha i rman, that I have Francophones in my 
const i t uency,  one of the l arger pop u l at i ons of Francophones in the NWT is in Frob i sher Bay and they 
too are very reasonab l e .  They are not demandi ng that French be made offi c i al l y  bi l i ngual in the 
NWT . They are i nterested in deve l op i ng the cu l tural  asp ects of French :  musi c ,  art and general l y  
the promot i on of t he French c u l t ure and the joi e de v i vr e ,  i f  you l i ke , i n  my const i t uency and i n  
the NWT . So I f ee l  my Francophone const i t uents and the Frob i sher Bay Francophone assoc i at i on have 
a l so taken a reasonabl e  stance and they support the pr i macy of abori g i nal l anguages i n  the NWT . So 
I apprec i ate hav i ng the opport uni ty to express my vi ewpoi nt on thi s  qu est i on and to try and exp lai n 
that we are not j ust ai mi ng at mak i ng French offi c i al i n  the NWT . A handmai den to that i ni t i at i ve 
wou l d  be si gni f i cant l y  enhanced support for the work that we have begun i n  abor i gi nal languages . 
If we do not get that from the federal government then we go back to square one and we reconsi der 
whether that l eg i s l at i on i s  to be advanced and I th i nk you can te l l  your const i tu ent s that thi s  is 
a negot i at i ng poi nt ; it is not a fai t  accomp l i by any means . I hope that hel ps ease some Members ' 
concerns , Mr . Chai rman . Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkl oo) : Mr . Pudl uk . 

Recogni t i on Of Abor i g i nal Languages F i rst 

MR . PUDLUK : (Transl at i on) I wou l d  l i ke to make a short comment regard i ng thi s .  Fi rst of al l I 
wou l d  say that the t err i tor i al government l egi sl at i on i s  good and I w i l l  be i n  support of i t  but 
al so we , the Canadi an peop l e ,  we shou l d  not be fi ght i ng agai nst l anguages . There are a l ot of 
French -sp eaki ng peop l e i n  my commun i ty too ; some of them do not even know how to speak Engl i sh .  
Thi s  i s  a very scary i ssue  i f  we are goi ng t o  protect ourse l ves .  Thi s  is  goi ng to be safety for 
us . I cannot r eal l y  go aga i nst your comments because the abor i g i nal peop l e  of the NWT have to 
agree w i th each other but I wou l d  not l i ke to see the French l anguage i ntroduced fi rst here to the 
NWT . I wou l d  l i ke to see the abor i gi nal l anguages i n  the Terr i tor i es offi c i al l y  recogni zed fi rst 
by the federal government . They have not recogni zed them offi c i al l y  as yet today . 

Today peop l e are usi ng the two l anguages and they use al l di fferent ki nds of abori g i nal  l anguages 
too .  So for t hat reason we w i l l  a l ways be using the l anguages that we are speak i ng and for the 
future -- and I have a fee l i ng that the abor i g i nal  l anguages are goi ng to be i nt roduced or used 
even now i n  the NWT because there are a l ot of peop l e  now start i ng to travel  al l over the p l ace , 
and when we went to meet i n  Ottawa wi th the l eaders ,  we wer e  usi ng the Inukt i t ut l anguage . Mr . 
Cha i rman , I cannot real l y  go agai nst the federal government want i ng the French l anguage recogni zed 
offi c i a l l y  i n  the NWT . So for the l egi sl at i on that is goi ng to be i nt roduced by the terr i tor i al 
government , the ordi nance on whi ch the br i efi ng was gi ven to us a l i tt l e  whi l e  ago, I w i l l  be i n  
support of thi s  paper for the recogn i t i on of the nat i ve l anguages al so . Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Erkl oo) : Qujannami i k , Mr . Pudl uk . Mr . Wah -Shee . 

MR . WAH -SHEE : Thank you , Mr . Chai rman . Ih regard to the sess i onal paper , I th i nk I can apprec i ate  
the c i rc umstances under whi ch th is  i ssue has ar i sen and that we  are  more or l ess forced to address 
oursel ves to th i s  part i cu l ar i ss u e .  I do not have di ffi c u l ty wi th the c i rc umstances and the manner 
i n  whi ch we are approachi ng i t .  I th ink i t  is a very controversi al i ssu e .  I must commend the 
government ' s  com i ng forth wi th the i r proposal in regard to how they p l an to deal  wi th th i s  whol e 
i ssu e .  

Seek i ng Support Of Provi nces For Const i t ut i onal Change 

I do have a quest i on of the Government Leader . If we are goi ng to offi c i a l i y  recogni ze the French 
1 anguage , then I thi nk that i t  is equal l y  i mportant that we get some sort of offi c i al comm i tment 
from the federal government that they wi l l  support our i n i t i at i ve as representat i ve of our 
Legi s l at ure ,  that we want to  get the support of the federal government to have the abori gi nal 
l anguages offi c i al l y  recogni zed w i th i n  the Const i tut i on .  As wel l ,  if we are goi ng to be successfu l 
i n  havi ng the abor i gi na l  l anguages recogni zed , then the process wou l d  requ i re that we al so have the 
support of the maj or i ty of the other prov i nces .  

I wou l d  hope that i f  w e  d o  recogni ze t h e  French 1 anguage , that the other maj or prov i nces w i  1 1  
apprec i at e  the concern that we have , that we are accommodat i ng the l anguage i ssu e as a comprom i se .  
I feel that i f  we are goi ng t o  go that route ,  then I wou l d  l i ke to see some ser i ous l obbyi ng take 
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p l ac e  w ith  the other pro v i nces  to ensure that we gai n the support of the ot her pro v i nces so that we 
c an h ave  the n at i ve l an gu ages at l e ast i n  the  Nort hwest Terr i t ori es recogn i zed wi t h i n  the 
Const i t ut i on .  I am not too c l ear i n  regard t o  how the other abor i g i n a l  l an g u ages across  Canada 
wi l l  be recogn i ze d ,  but i t  m ay be e as i er ,  I suppose , if we were to h ave  the abor i g i n al 1 anguages 
recogn i zed on a regi o n a l  bas i s ,  p art i cu l ar l y  i f  it pert ai n s  to the Nort hwest Terr i tor i es . On a 
n at i onal  l eve l , I am not t oo s ure wh at appro ach we m ay be t ak i n g ,  but I wou l d  n ot be surpr i s ed i f  
t h e  oth er abor i g i n a l  groups wou l d  want t o  get t h e  support o f  the N orthwest Terr i tori es i n  tryi n g  to 
get t he i r  abor i g i n al l angu ages recogn i zed . So I wou l d  l i k e to ask Mr . Nerysoo i f ,  when you are 
d i s c u s s i n g th i s  i s s u e  wi th  the feder a l  government -- that it wou l d be very import ant that we get a 
commi tment from the  federal  gover nment t h at they are go i ng  to pur s ue th i s ,  s upport i ng our  
as p i r at i ons in  h av i n g the  abor i g i n a l  l angu ages recogn i zed . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Erk l oo ) : Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON . R I CHAR D NERYSOO : Yes . No do ubt that once we get d i rect i on from the House  an d once we get a 
po l i t i c al commi tment on the  p art of the federal  gov ernment as to h ow we wi sh to proceed w i th regard 
to  negot i at i ans , that p art i c u l ar i s s u e ,  the commi tment of the feder a 1 government to abor i g i  n a  1 
1 an guage s ,  c an be part of t h at d i s c u s s i on .  The o n l y  prob l em I see wi th the feder al government 
m ak i n g a po l i t i c a l  comm i tment w ith  regard to amend i n g the Const i t uti on  of Can ad a  i s· a poi nt that 
you ra i sed , and that i s  t h at the pro v i nces h ave  to be i nvo l ved i n  amend i ng the  Const i tut i on of 
C an ad a .  However , we st i l l  c an appro ac h  the feder al  government to see i f  there i s  any way i n  wh i ch 
we cou l d  work together i n  t ry i ng to conv i nce the prov i nc i al premi ers and the prov i nc i al government s 
on the process . I be l i eve  the process  i s  probabl y under sect i on 35 of the Const i tut i on ,  that we 
d i s c u s s  the who l e ques t i on of l an gu ages and thei r off i c i al recog n i t i on i n  the  Const i t ut i on .  Th at 
i s  agai n an i s s u e  that mu st  recei v e  support of at l east seven pro v i nces . Certai n l y  we can pursue  
t h at and  see  if  we  c an get the federa l  gov ernment to try to get  commi tment on the p art of  the 
pro v i nces to deal  wi t h  that . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Erk l oo ) : Mr . Wah -Shee . 

I n d i genous Langu ages I n  The Pub l i c  Serv i ce 

MR . WAH -SHEE : Mr . Ch ai rman , the other comment I want to make  i s  that even though we have on l y  
begun  i n  the l an g u age devel opment t h at pert ai ns t o  t h e  Dene l angu ages , I t h i nk i n  the future , once 
the major research has been comp l eted , I wou l d  l i·ke to see some ser i ous  coJTTTi i tment on beh al f of the 
Government of the Northwest Terr i tor i es t h at we come up w i th a po l i cy to ensure t h at the abor i g i n al 
l an gu ages are u s ed not on l y  by the abor i g i n a l peop l e  but al so  by the publ i c  ser v i ce .  I t h i n k  if we 
are go i ng to be s er i ous  about t h i s i s sue ,  t hen we are go i ng to h ave to make a ser i ous  comm i tment 
t h at i n  the future when we h i re pu b l i c  serv ants in the Nort hwest Terr i t or i es that they shou l d  be 
req u i red to  t ake  abor i g i na l  l anguage courses , j u st l i ke if you app l y  for pos i t i on s  wi th i n  the 
feder al  publ i c  serv i c e then you are requ i red to t ake Frenc h ,  i f  you are go i n g  to adv ance wi th i n  
t h at l i ne of wor k .  I feel t h at we are go i ng to h ave  to requ est that k i nd of commi tment , and to 
ensure that the abor i g i n a l  l an gu ages -- at l east the abor i g i na l  peop l e have  al ways bee n  requ i red to 
compromi se .  We were b as i c a l l y  req u i red to l ear n Eng l i s h .  We a l so took a l i tt l e  bit of French . 
The abor i g i n a l l an gu ages , I fee l , i n  the l ong  run are goi n g  to have  to be g i ven that k i nd  of 
s upport . I am very p l eased to see t h at i n  the l ong run  we wi l l  be purs u i ng h av i ng t he l angu ages 
h av e  the same st atus  as French an d E n g l i s h .  

SOME HON . MEMB ER S :  Hear , hear ! 

MR . WAH -SHEE : However , I t h i nk  t h at i t  i s  not goi n g  to be an easy t ask  bec ause at the l ast 
const i tut i onal  conference,  wh en we were deal i ng wi th abori g i n al r i ghts , we were not v ery 
s uccessfu l . I wou l d  hope t h at th i s wou l d  h ave  a 1 i tt 1 e more success than the prev i ou s  abor i g i n al 
c onferences t h at we h ave  att ended . Th ank you . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Erk l oo ) : Th ank yo u .  Mr . Nerys oo . 

HON . R I CHARD NER Y SOO : Yes . Cert ai n l y  I wou l d  l i ke to t h ank the Member for the k i nd comment s .  
There i s  no quest i on ,  I be l i ev e ,  of the commi tment of th i s gov ernment to en sur i n g  the recogn i t i on 
i n  l aw of the abor i g i n al l an gu ages bec ause at the moment there i s  no recog n i t i o n . Wh i l e we do use  
the  abor i g i n a l  l angu ages in  the work  pl ace in  the communi t i es ,  there is  no l e ga l  recogn i t i on of  the  
l an gu ages , and  I bel i eve  t h at it  is  i mport ant t h at we · al l real i ze that .  The  other poi nt I 
cert a i n l y  commend you for r ai s i n g  i s  the poi nt of us i n g abori g i n a l l an g u ages i n  our own government 
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work p l ace .  I t h i nk  that that i s  import ant i n  that i t  h as real l y  hel ped enh ance ,  I be l i ev e ,  the 
French l an g u age i n  t h i s  country bec ause of the commi tment of the federal government to ut i l i ze that 
l an gu age . I b e l i ev e  to enh ance the  l an g u age of the abor i g i na l  coITTTiu n i ty i n  the Nort hwest 
Terr i tori es - - and there are some s ev en l an gu ages t h at we are t a l k i ng about -- to enh ance those  
l angu ages in  the  are as where they are  bei n g  ut i l i zed , there  is  no  qu est i on t h at we  h ave to  mak e a 
commi tment to u t i l i ze those l an gu ages i n  those p art i cu l ar regi ons . 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Erk l oo ) : Th ank you . Mr . Wr ay .  

HON . GORDON WRAY : Thank you , Mr . C h a i rm an .  J u st a few comments .  I too obv i ou s l y  wi l l  be 
s u pport i n g the p as s age of the l eg i s l at i on to  fi rst  read i n g .  I must adm i t  that i n  Febr u ary of th i s  
year whe n  I was sworn i n  as a M i n i ster , the  l ast i s sue  I thought that wou l d  occ upy most of our 
de l i ber at i ons in  those  two month s  was one of b i l i n g u al i sm .  It  was someth i n g that h ad not occ urred 
to  me at the t i me .  When it was dropped on u s ,  a l ot of ot her t h i ngs went by t he ways i de bec au se ,  I 
t h i nk as Mr . P atterson  h as i nd i c ated , m any,  m any hours h ave  been spent on th i s i s s u e  by the 
Execu t i ve  and by off i c i a l s  to try and come up w i th a pos i t i on that wou l d  put us in a pos i t i on of 
strengt h . Unt i l we devel oped the  s es s i ona l  p aper we were rea l l y  deal i n g from a pos i t i on of 
weak nes s .  We h ad no comeback to the  federal  government . We h ad no b argai n i ng tool . We h ad no 
l ever age wi th  them . 

H ard L i n e  Approach Cou l d Destroy Nat i v e L angu ages 

Of pr i m ary concern t o  al l of us , an d to the s i x  of us i n  the Execut i ve repres ent i n g n at i ve 
const i tuenc i es ,  was wh at does t h i s  mean for the  n at i ve l anguages ?  I s  i t  goi ng to mean a 
deter i or at i on i n  l ev e l  of serv i ce?  I s  it  goi n g  to mean  that French wi l l  now t ake pr i or i ty over 
them i n  o ur school  system , i n  our gov ernment system? I do not t h i nk any of us wou l d  agree to t h at 
h appen i ng ,  because  there are cert ai n re a l i t i es i n  the Nort h ,  and that i s  th at Frenc h  i s  not used  as 
exten s i v e l y  as n at i ve l an g u ages . N at i ve l an gu ages are the  pr imary . l angu ages of t h e  North and 
therefore we h av e  to  gear our eff ort s toward enh anc i n g them . The on l y  prob l em w as that i f  we took 
t h at pos i t i on out r i ght and made no mo ve to show the feder al gov ernment t h at we were goi ng to be 
w i l l i n g to  compromi s e ,  any attempt by us to conv i nce  the prov i nces of a const i tu t i on a l  amendment , 
any attempt by u s  to con v i nce the fed er al gov ernment th at more money shou l d  be m ade av ai l ab l e  for 
n at i ve l an g u ages , wou l d  qu i t e  fran k l y  not have gone  anywhere . Any hard l i ne appro ach by us , I 
general l y  fe l t ,  wo u l d  mean i n  t he l ong  r un probab l y  the  destruct i on of the n at i ve l anguages bec ause  
the  su pport wou l d  not  be there and  t h at we  had to be  very , v ery caref u l  in  how we  t ac k l ed th i s 
i s s ue .  

L i ke most of  the  Execut i ve Members and the  i nd i v i dua l s who  h ave s poken around  th i s  t ab l e ,  my 
s upport i s  cond i t i o n al . I am wi l l i n g to see the l eg i s l at i on t ab l ed and go to fi rst  read i n g ,  but 
t hen I want to s ee the  react i on of the  federal  government bec au se ,  q u i te fr ank l y, i f  the feder al 
government is not wi  1 1  i ng to move to r ai s e  the st at u s  of abori gi n a  l l anguages an d to gi ve  us the 
funds  for us  to do t h at ourse l v es to  at l e ast at some poi nt in t i me be equ al w i t h  French ,  t hen  I 
h ave no hes i t at i on i n  s ayi n g  I wi l l  not support i t  and I w i l l  fi ght i t  al l the way .  I t h i n k  that 
moral l y  most of us wou l d  h ave  to do t h at . .  When the i s sue c ame up I real ly  tri ed h ard to th i nk i f  I 
h ad any French const i t uent s ,  an d I t h i n k  I h ave  got three or four out of about 1 5 00 .  So obv i ou s l y  
peop l e  k now where my pr i ori t i es must l i e i n  terms of a pol i t i ca l  comm i tment t o  my const i tuent s .  
B ut  I t h i n k  i t  has  t o  be understood by the peop l e  aro u nd th i s t abl e and by the med i a and the peop l e  
i n  the  North t h at i n  form i n g  t h i s  pos i t i on we are on l y  s ay i n g ,  " G i ve  u s  the negot i at i ng power . 
G i ve us someth i n g  to bargai n w ith , "  bec ause i f  you do not , qu i te frank l y  I am scare.d of wh at mi ght 
h appen . 

The pol i t i c a l  wi l l  i n  t h e  South wh i ch we so much depend on ,  whether i t  be a L i ber al governme nt or a 
Conservat i v e government - - I wou l d  not c are to bet on my hono urabl e col l eague ,  the M i n i ster of 
E d u c at i on ' s  chances  of go i ng to Ott awa to get any money for abori g i n al l an g u ages i f  we were 
oppos i n g F rench at some poi nt i n  t i me ,  three or four  or fi ve  year s down the ro ad . The pol i t i c a l  
wi l l  i s  not there i n  t h e  Sout h .  Nei t h er t he Con serv at i v es nor the . L i beral s cou l d  sup port u s  i n  
t h at pos i t i on an d wou l d never support u s  i n  th at pos i t i on and we wou l d  never get any money . I 
t h i nk many of us agree wi th the honourab l e Member for R ae - L ac l a  Mart re ' s  comments abo ut m ak i ng 
abor i g i n a l  l angu ages a condi t i on of emp l oyment , and that i s  somet h i n g  th at we h ave ta l ked about . 
I t  i s  somet h i ng t h at we want to move on . We want to move on further i ng the i mp l ement at i on of 
n at i ve  l an gu ages i n  the  school  system at al l l eve l s of gov ernment , but to do th at we need the money 
and we need the f a c i l i t i es to do i t ,  and i t  i s  a m as s i ve j o b .  We are not t al k i ng about a m i l l i on 
do l l ars  a year to do t h at . We are t al k i n g many m i l l i ons  of do l l ars , and we must have  a bargai n i ng  
l ev er to get that k i nd of  money to do for  the  n at i ve l anguages wh at the feder al government i s  
propos i ng t o  do for Frenc h .  
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So what I am saying is that yes, I will support this ses sional paper and I will support the 
legislation, but like  the rest of the people around here, my support only extends to that point in 
time where the federal government comes back to us with an an swer, and at that point in time we 
might have to make  some very difficult decisions and we might have to relook at our whole 
position. But right now we do not have a position  and we have to take  one and we have to have one 
that we can go to the fed eral government with which will allow us to talk to them about equality of 
status for aboriginal languages. Hopefully we will be given that mandate and over the next three 
or four years we will be able to make major improvements and major strides for the aboriginal 
languages of the Territories. Than k you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you, Mr. Wray. Mrs. Lawrence. 

MRS. LAWRENCE : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I had mentioned that I realize the· situation the 
government is faced with, but before we go any further I do not see why we could not get some kind 
of guaranteed commitment from the federal government to elevate the aboriginal languages to the 
same, equivalent status of official lan guages, that is, accepting the official languages but we 
should be able to bring our aboriginal languages as well to the same, equivalent status. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Mr. Nerysoo, would you like  to comment on that? 

HO�. RICHARD NERYSOO : did not hear the question. would like  her to as k again. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : 
anyone? Mr. Paniloo. 

I believe it was just a comment that was made. Gen er a 1 comments, 

MR. PANILOO : (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will be in support of the ses sional paper 
we are talkin g about, and I believe that my constituency would like  to get some more funding to use 
for native 1 an guage development. But regarding the French language, if I am going to be 
recognizing it as a priority, my constituency will be worried about losing development of their own 
lan guage. So what I had in mind  was, if we will be in support of the French language to be 
recognized in the NWT, I would also  like  to include to be recognized as well the Dene lan guages and 
the Inuk titut lan guage. I believe we ourselves will be able to develop the languages that will be 
us ed in the government and in the schools. So my question was, could we deal with this together, 
the French lan guage and the Inuktitut language and the Dene lan guages? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Mr. Nerysoo, did you get the question? 

Recommendations  Cover Both Is sues 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO : Well, I gue s s  I am confused about the question raised because we are trying 
to deal with those  two is sues, the French lan guage question and the aboriginal rights question, in 
our position. I think we would not deal with only the French question, have that answered, and 
then  afterwards deal with the aboriginal lan guages question. It has to be done in conjunction with 
one another, and certainly the kind of support and the position we finally present to this As sembly 
wi 1 1  be dependent upon the response we get from the federal government in those  two areas. That 
is, I believe, the very reas on we are coming before you ; to get an indication from the Members of 
this Legislature on the position that we are taking to the federal government, and that position is 
the recommendations that are on page 11 of the document, going to page 13, in which we take into 
consideration all those  is sues that relate to the French language question and the issue of the 
aboriginal lan guage question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo. Mr. Angottitauruq. 

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. ::: would like to put my support toward the s es sional 
paper too before the federal government res ponse  is received. I know that a lot of native people 
are not fully in support of French lan guage being the official second language in the Northwest 
Territories but I do not believe in giving  the federal government a hard time in what they want to 
do. I believe that we might be more succes sful after we find out. I do not think I have too much 
to say ; I just want to throw in my support for the ses sional paper. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

MR. ARLOOKTOO : (Tran slation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. After listening to the comments being  made 
I am not too aware of the ses sional paper but according to what I have understood, I would like  

to  support this ses sional paper. But I am aware that my constituents will not be  in  support as 
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have more understand i ng .  I wi ll be i n  support, but I know that my consti tuents w i ll not be i n  
support as long as they do not understand the ses s i onal paper . I am not ask i ng a questi on, but I 
would just l i ke to say that I w i ll be i n  support . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Thank you, Mr . Arlooktoo .  Any further general comments?  Mr . Butters .  

HON . TOM BUTTERS : Mr . Chai rman, w i th my colleagues I also support the ses s i onal paper before 
Members at th i s  ti me and I would rei terate the corrrnents of Mr . Wray to ind i cate that the Executi ve 
Counc i l  has spent hours, and labori ous hours, developi ng th i s  part i cular l i ne of approach and 
strategy . I cannot th i nk of any i tem w i th i n  the last four years that has eaten up as much 
Execut i ve Counc i l  t i me as th i s  parti cular matter and, as Members are aware, i t  was dropped on us 
very suddenly a month and a half ago . I do not thi nk that there i s  any argument, as Mr . Nerysoo 
po i nted out i n  h i s i n i t i al reacti on i n  the press release, that the Offi c i al Languages Act i s  ali ve 
and well i n  Canada ; i t  i s  a federal act wh i ch overrules and supersedes terr i tor i al legi slati on and 
I do not th i nk thi s i s  the argument . The argument i s  the manner i n  whi ch i t  was brought to us and 
the i ndi cati on that we would have very li ttle opportuni ty to respond to the federal in i t i ati ve .  
However, I bel i eve that the Executi ve Counc i l  has responded i n  the only way i t  can whi ch i s  to 
i ndi cate to the federal government that whi le we accept the reali ty of the Off i c i al Languages Act, 
we also bel i eve that as an emergi ng prov i nc i al jur i sd i cti on we have a ri ght and a respons i b i l i ty to 
prov i de legi slat i on and servi ce to our own people at our own pace . I th i nk that thi s  i s  recogni zed 
by other prov i nces i n  Canada and by our Cons t i tuti on .  

I th i nk that thi s  i s  the pos i ti on that our Leader has taken over the past two months and I th i nk i t  
has been accepted and recogni zed by those i ndi v i duals w i th whom he has communi cated. would als o  
compli ment Mr . Nerysoo for h i s pati ence and h i s maturi ty i n  approachi ng what i s  a very, very 
d i ffi cult problem . It i s  not one that w i ll be resolved eas i ly because it i s  one that appeals to 
the heart and to people ' s  emoti ons and when that occurs we do not th i nk rati onally, we do not thi nk 
i n  terms of a pragmati c  soluti on or a pragmati c  approach .  Mr . Nerysoo has done th i s  and I th i nk i t  
i s  to hi s cred it  and to the cred i t  of the Counci l  of whi ch I am a Member that we have responded i n  
a s i m i lar manner . I do not th i nk that I am parti cularly blow i ng our own horn . I th i nk each and 
every one of us recogn i zes how i mportant are the languages of the Terri tori es to northern 
consti tuents . Where language i s  culture i s, and language i s  of extreme i mportance to the people of 
the NWT. 

Prov i s i ons Of Offi c i al Languages Ordi nance 

I would li ke to ask the Leader through you, s i r, because I have heard over the last two or three 
hours some suggesti on by Members of thi s  House that there i s  really li ttle or nothi ng bei ng done 
for nati ve languages .  I th i nk i f  people have th i s  concept or thi s expectati on, i t  i s  not correct . 
I th i nk whi le the paper pas ses over that matter very qu i ckly there i s  a tremendous amount that i s  
bei ng proposed to be done for the enhancement, the development, the , protect i on of abor i g i nal 
languages and the i r  use i n  an off i c i al sense, i n  an off i c i al way throughout the Terr i tor i es on a 
regi onal bas i s .  Now, I would d i rect the Leader ' s  attenti on to page n i ne and I would just read to 
h i m one comment whi ch I would l i ke hi m to expand on a li ttle b i t further than the text does . I 
read now: " The ord i nance" -- and th i s  i s  the NWT Offi c i al Languages Ord i nance -- "would contain  an 
enabli ng provi s i on wh i ch would allow the Comm i s s i oner on recommendati on of the appropri ate 
Executi ve Member to i mplement the prov i s i on of des i gnated serv i ces i n  appropri ate regi ons as the 
advancement of the language and the government ' s  capab i li ty evolved . "  I wonder i f  the Leader mi ght 
take some t i me to just i nd i cate what i t  i s  that i s  env i saged i n  that parti cular sentence because I 
th i nk that i s  the meat of the strategy be i ng advanced by the Executi ve Counci l .  

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee) : Thank you, Mr . Butter s .  Mr . Nerys oo. 

HON . RI CHARD NERYSOO: Yes . Mr . Chai rman, I di d not want to get i nto di scus s i ng the legi slati on .  
However, I th i nk the questi on requi res some response and I can refer to Part I of the leg i slat i on 
on abor i g i nal languages and where Chi pewyan, Cree, Dogr i b, Loucheux, North Slavey, South Slavey and 
I nukti tut are hereby recogn i zed as the offi c i al abori g i nal languages of the NWT . Then for the 
k i nds of serv i ces and programs that would be requi red and would be used i n  thi s  Assembly, the 
Commi s s i oner, through the recommendati on of the Executi ve Member, could des i gnate the part i cular 
language for use i n  the As sembly, he could des i gnate that language for use i n  a court of law, he 
could des i gnate that language as a cr i teri on by whi ch an i nd i v i dual mi ght be recru i ted for a 
part i cular job . So he could also des i gnate that language for use in publ i cat i ons such as posters, 
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documents that go through this House . I believe that at the moment many of the documents that come 
before this House that have been tabled are in fact tabled in English and in Inuktitut and there is 
nothing that is any different that will occur in the future . 

There will also be the possibility of a regulation that would al low for use as part of the 
curriculum in the schools, as part of an educational tool, so there are many things that could be 
utilized . There is no doubt that if you wanted to utilize it in the same manner as English and 
French certainly legislation, the laws of the NWT would have to be interpreted into the languages 
that are the aboriginal languages . At the moment one of the reasons I believe that we are 
designating the use of the aboriginal languages the way we are, is because of the level of 
development even in the aboriginal languages in the NWT . There is a wide margin in the kind of use 
in the Inuktitut community because we can trans l ate that language in the House here because of the 
development that has occurred . There are also other languages that are now being worked on . 
Slavey is being worked on . I would hope that at some time we can have documents in this House in 
Slavey . I believe it is something that we all have to work on . I would hope that even Loucheux 
would be a language we could use in this institution . So those are many of the options that are 
available to us . 

In reviewing areas of services where we might use aboriginal languages or any language, either 
English or French, there are 55 areas alone in the territorial government in which we have to use 
those languages if we have in fact made available all the services that GNWT provides . So it is a 
massive undertaking on our part and I think that the general public has to recognize that in order 
for us to accomplish that work we have to ensure that there is a political and legal coJTTTiitment in 
the sense of an agreement to ensuring that the necessary financial resources are available to us so 
that we can devel op the human resources and the necessary resources that are required to ensure 
that those services are provided in all languages . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Thank you, Mr . Nerysoo . Mr. Butters . 

Process Of Amending Northwest Territories Act 

HON . TOM BUTTERS : A supplementary, Mr . Chairman . Earlier this afternoon Mr . Ballantyne put his 
finger on a very important element of the strategy as well, which would be that if our legislation, 
or the legislation that would be put forward is adopted by this House, it would be enclosed or 
included in the federal legislation -- that is, in the Northwest Territories Act . I think he 
mentioned it would be the first time where such a situation would occur where aboriginal languages 
would be referred to in federal legislation . My question is to the Government Leader, in his many 
discussions with the federal Ministers, Mr . Joyal and Mr . Munro, did there seem to be any reticence 
on their part of taking our legislation and putting our legislation into the Northwest Territories 
Act in place of their own wording for Bill C-26? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Thank you, Mr . Butters . Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO : Well, there has not been any reticence with regard to amending the bill in 
the House of Commons at the moment . Now, that is a question I have to resolve and the manner in 
which that amendment takes place . I think I would like to certainly have the present bill as it 
refers to the NWT withdrawn and a new bill introduced with regard to the Territories . Just prior 
to the discussion taking place in this House, I was speaking to members of Serge Joyal ' s office and 
we were talking about what the process might be and how we might approach the amendment process . 
I indicated to them that unless they are prepared to make changes in their bill -- major and 
significant changes -- probably we would have a difficult time in convincing the Members of this 
House on that particular amendment, particularly if we are taking the time to develop our own 
l egislation that would recognize French as an official language in the Territories and taking the 
time to debate in this House the manner in which we utilize that particular language as well as how 
we were trying to protect the aboriginal languages . 

I have not to date received any firm commitment of acceptance of the amendment, mainly because I do 
not have a position you might say that I could forward as a position but on which I could bargain . 
That is the whole reason as to tabling the legislation . They seem extremely supportive of the idea 
of resolving this question very quickly . Now, I assume I am going to have to call them after the 
debate is over to indicate whether or not we can meet, but I have requested a meeting with Mr . 
Joyal and they will be getting back to me on how we can develop that process . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Wah-Shee) : Thank you, Mr . Nerysoo . Any further general comments . Mr . Pedersen . 
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MR . P EDERSEN : There are a few sort of  techn i cal quest i on s  before we get i nt o  i t .  I wonder i f  we 
cou l d  be i nformed , on page s i x  of the ses s i onal paper it ment i ons that the number of peop l e  
speak i ng the abor i g i nal l anguages far exceeds those speak i ng French . Do w e  have any fi gures o n  how 
many wou l d  be affected by the l eg i s l at i on of French be i ng an offi c i al l anguage? 

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee ) :  Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO : 
i n  that area. 

am not qu i te pos i t i ve .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you .  Mr . Peder s en . 

be l i eve  i t  i s  between 2500 and 3000, s omewhere 

MR . PE DERSEN : Thank you .  I t h i nk l ater on I mi ght have some proposal s on page seven , the 
government ' s  approach to the  federal gov ernment w i th draft l egi s l at i on and f i nanc i al requ i rements .  
Before that I wou l d  l i k e to c l ar i fy ,  on page e i ght there i s  a reference to 1 1 any head or central 
off i c e 1 1  and on page 12 it says 1 1the head or central off i ce 1 1

• At what offi ces do we s ee the 
s erv i ces in French be i ng prov i ded ,  pl ease ?  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr . Wah -Shee ) :  Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON . R I CHAR D NERYSOO : We l l , I bel i ev e  that i n  our d i s c u s s i ons  and certai n l y from the rev i ew that I 
have  taken , that the l eg i s l at i on wou l d cons i d er regi onal offi ces as government centres as we l l and 
al s o  h eadquarters be i ng a regi onal centre ,  s o  one of the probl ems I be l i eve i n  my anal ys i s  and 
probabl y the anal ys i s  of t he staff of the  GNWT has been that there has been th i s  focus on t he i dea 
of prov i d i ng s erv i ces o n l y i n  Ye l l owk n i f e .  I be l i eve  that that i s  a mi s concept i on �nd a 
mi s u n d erstand i ng of the  nat ure i n  wh i ch the  French - speak i ng commu n i ty i s  spread out i n  t h e  NWT .  
Those  are the k i nds  of  i s s u es I be l i eve  that need  to be  rai s ed duri ng  the  negot i at i ons  so that we  
are s ure about what we are tal k i n g about and the  k i nds  and t ypes of  ser v i ces we are go i ng to  
prov i de .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah -Shee ) :  Thank you , Mr . Ner ysoo . Mr . Peder sen . 

Abor igi nal Languages Al read y  I n  U s e  

MR . PEDERSEN : Thank you . I wou l d  l i k e t o  ec ho Mr . Butters ' word s that th i s  i s  a real l y  emot i onal 
i s sue and I am sure it i s  to  al l of u s ,  part i c u l ar l y  those that repres ent const i t uenc i es w here the 
abor i g i nal l anguages are spoken , an d I wou l d  l i ke to comp l i ment the Exec ut i ve on hav i ng ach i eved a 
l ot of sound reason i ng i n  the i r s es s i onal paper on a very emot i onal i s sue . I t h i nk we shou l d  not 
get too hung up on the word " off i c i al "  becaus e  to me that one word is not as i mportant as what we 
act ual l y  d o .  There are many offi c i al t h i n gs that are not be i ng i mp l emented . So  I t h i nk what we 
ach i ev e  i s  the i mportant t h i n g ,  and I t h i n k  we shou l d  not forget , for i n stance ,  that w i t hout an y 
guarantees of abor i g i nal l anguages we have i n  fact ach i eved a great d eal . I do not t h i nk t here i s  
any j ur i s d i ct i on that uses as man y l anguages as we do , even though these l anguages do not i n  l aw 
have any recogn i t i o n .  E ven the progress i n  t h i s  s es s i on can be seen on a paper that we had on May 
10  that l i st s  channe l  1 for I n ukt i tut , channe l  2 for Eng l i s h and channel  3 for the Dene l anguage ; 
and on May 14,  today, we have channel s 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 -- I n u k t i t ut ,  Eng l i sh ,  Ch i pewyan and S l avey .  
That i s  pretty good for l an guages that are not be i ng recogn i zed . 

I th i n k we shou l d  real i ze that we are doi n g  th i s because  that i s  what we want to do , becaus e  of the 
good w i l l  w i th i n the Leg i s l ature  and the pres s ure  that our con s t i tuents put upon u s . The 
add i t i o nal strength of the recommendat i on A 3, on page 1 2 , for i nstance , where it says "The 
abor i g i nal l anguages wh i ch are i nd i genous to the Terr i tori es wou l d  be recogn i zed in l aw "  I t h i nk  i s  
a tremendous  strengthen i n g of the pos i t i on whi ch we al ready have . Perhaps we cou l d  l oo k  at i t  as 
t he  re spon s i  bi 1 i t y  of the  federal gover nment to dec i de wh i ch are the off i c i al 1 anguages for the 
nat i on ,  for Canada, j u st as they have a respons i bi l i t y  for other th i ng s -- I do not th i n k we wou l d  
be that anx i ous t o  get i nto  fore i gn affai rs  w i th them - - and l et i t  be our respons i bi l i ty t o  dec i de 
what we  do , how we use  the  off i c i al i nd i geno u s  l anguages w i t h i n  the NWT . So I th i n k that the 
pos i t i on paper that i s  in front of u s  is very wel l thought out an d I certai n l y have no hes i tat i on 
to s upport i t ,  cond i t i onal l y  -- as Mr . Wray poi nted out very wel l -- to a stage of fi rst read i ng ,  
and t hen con d i t i onal upon t h e  response w e  get from the federal government . Thank you .  

CHAI RMAN ( Mr .  Wah-Shee ) :  Thank you ,  Mr . Pedersen . Mr . MacQuarri e .  
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MR. MacQUARR I E: Thank you, Mr. Wah-Shee. Perhaps to end on as positive a note as possible, I 
would ask a question of the Government Leader so that his response can be on the record. Federal 
politicians and officials will certainly be reading the transcript of the proceedings this 
afternoon, and the public will hear about it through the media and I guess everyone will notice 
that none of us is entirely happy with what is happening; there have been negative comments. 
Nevertheless, it should be clear that the general approach that is being taken is positive and 
co-operative and that the government is indicating that it will not just table legislation, but 
that it would like to give first reading to an ordinance and in doing that show commitment to what 
is happening, to show good faith with respect to the federal government. �Je have heard from a 
couple of Ministers of what might happen if the negotiations that are planned are not successful, 
and indeed most of us would agree that that is what ought to happen if the negotiations are not 
successful. But I think the negotiations will be approached optimistically. I think most here 
would 1 i ke to co-operate with the federal government ,  and I think that the Government of the 
Northwest Terri tori es has a pl an and a timetable, tentative though they may be, with respect to 
those negotiations. So could I ask the Government Leader, if the negotiations are successful, what 
plan and what timetable could the government foresee for bringing about second and third reading of 
the ordinance and proclamation with respect to languages in the Territories? 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Mr. Nerysoo. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Well, I would hope that all the outstanding issues that are required to be 
resolved , such as signing of a memorandum of understanding, having a political commitment , 
recognizing or developing the strategy of implementation , could be worked out within the next two 
weeks. In speaking to Mr. Joyal ' s  office today , in fact that was the reason I was not in the House 
-- they are keen on trying to resolve the particular issue. I would hope that we could try to 
resol ve the problem within the next month or so. And if that were the case, then, it would depend 
on the decision of the House whether or not we could come back and go to second or third reading -­
but I am optimistic about that. I am hopeful that I can resol ve the question within the next two 
weeks as well. That depends on the Speaker and the manner in which we decide on either adjourning 
or proroguing this House. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo. Does committee at this time agree to report 
progress? 

SOME  HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

- --Agreed 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Wah-Shee): Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Wah-Shee. 

ITEM 16: REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

REPORT OF COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF TABLED DOCUMENT 1 1-84(2) , OFF IC IAL LANGUAGES IN THE NORTHWEST 
TERRITOR I ES 

M R. WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, your committee has been considering the sessional paper, Tabled 
Document 1 1 -84(2) , Official Languages in the Northwest Territories, and wishes to report progress. 

Motion To Accept Report Of Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

Mr. Speaker, I move that report of the committee of the whole be concurred with. 

S OME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

M R. SPEAKER: Motion is carried. 

- --Carried 

Is there any further business of the House for today? Are there any announcements from the floor? 
Mr. Butters. 
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HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I wonder if there were any scores for the hal 1 of fame from 
Saturday' s games? 

-- -Laughter 

MR .  SPEAKER: Mr . McC allum, I think, wanted to reply to that . Mr . McC allum . 

MR .  McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker, I just want to remind Members that the mayor and the town are hosting a 
wine and cheese party at 6: 30 in the museum, which is just down the street . I would be remiss, I 
think, on behalf of the people in the community if I were not to thank Members and the support 
staff of the Legislature for their turnout and participation at events that took place over the 
weekend, and I trust that all c ame away fairly satisfied - - save for our side . And just one 
further comment . I am not too sure if the News/North reporter is here, but I would just like to 
correct a report that was in the News/North, Friday' s paper . The display, the carving - - these are 
loons, not ducks . 

---Laughter 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Mccallum . That is closer than the news usually gets to reporting what 
goes on around here anyway . Mr . Ballantyne . 

MR .  BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I think, as a proud member of the Whimps, we should put 
something on the record . History will show that officially the Leader' s Delights defeated the 
Whimps 11 to nine, but as everyone knows, there is more to baseball than one part and I want to 
assure the Speaker and the public at large that in every component of the baseball game except for 
pitching, we were far superior . And I think that it is important to recognize, though we will pay 
off our debt of honour, in the hearts and the minds of the people of Fort Smith I think we in fact 
were the winners . Thank you . 

MR .  SPEAKER: Are there any further announcements from the floor? Mr . Clerk . 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr . Hamilton): There will be a meeting of the standing committee on 
legislation at 9: 00 a .m .  tomorrow morning . Members are reminded of the tour of Thebacha College 
tomorrow morning, starting at 10:00 a .m .  A bus will leave the Pelican Rapids Inn at 9: 4 5 .  

ITEM 18: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day for Tuesday, May 1 5, 1: 00 p .m .  

1 .  Prayer 

2. Members' Replies 

3. Ministers' Statements 

4 .  Oral Questions 

5 .  Written Questions 

6 .  Returns 

7 .  Petitions 

8 .  Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

9 . Tabling of Documents 

1 0 .  Notices of Motion 

1 1 .  Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills 

1 2 .  Motions 

1 3 .  First Reading of Bills 
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14 . Second Reading of Bills 

15 . Consideration in Committee of the Whole of Bills and Other Matters: Sessional Paper, 
Official Languages in the NWT; Appearance of the Chairman of the Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women 

16 . Report of Committee of the Whole 

17 . Third Reading of Bills 

18 . Assent to Bi 1 1  s 

19 . Orders of the Day 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Clerk . This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p . m . ,  Tuesday, May 
15th . 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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