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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1980 

Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Arreak, Hon. George Braden, Hon. Tom Butters, Mr. Curley, 
Ms. Cournoyea, Mr. Evaluarjuk, Mr. Fraser, Hon. Arnold Mccallum, Mr. McLaughlin, 
Hon. Robert H. MacQuarrie, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Noah, Mr. Patterson, 
Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Sayine, Mr. Sibbeston, Mrs. Sorensen, Mr. Stewart, 
Mr. Tologanak, Hon. James Wah-Shee 

ITEM NO. 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

S PEAKER (Hon. Robert H. MacQuarrie): Item 2, continuing replies to the 
Commissioner's Address. Under the motion which was adopted yesterday we 
have today and Monday for further replies. Are there replies to the Commissioner's 
Address? 

Item 3, oral questions. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

ITEM NO. 3: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 35-80(1 ): Facilities In Port Burwell 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, my question relates to sealing. My 
constituents back in Cape Dorset have asked the question concerning the 
facilities in Port Burwell, the facilities for the people of Cape Dorset. 
wish to know what is going to be happening. When I was in Yellowknife I was 
asked to look into this and I would like to be able to know what you can 
tell me about the facilities in Port Burwell. 

Question 36-80(1): Outpost Camps, Lake Harbour And Cape Dorset 

The second question is from Lake Harbour as well as Cape Dorset. There are 
outpost camps there and at this time they have not received any assistance. 
They are very unhappy about the fact that they have not been able to get 
any assistance as far as this is concerned. 

Question 37-80(1 ): Problems, Unincorporated Settlements 

Thirdly, this relates to a couple of settlements in my constituency that are 
not incorporated and they have been having problems with the wildlife and 
seals. They have also problems with fire trucks. Considering these two 
unincorporated settlements, they have very serious facilities to work with 
and they would like to be able to see something whereby this can be resolved. 
I would like to be able to get some reply to this and I think all these will 
have to be considered very carefully because they are big concerns of my 
constituents. This is only the beginning of what I want to say. Thank you 
very much. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Arlooktoo. We would appreciate, of course, if 
when questions, oral questions, are asked that they be asked specifically of 
Ministers so that an appropriate Minister can be alerted to the fact that he 
will have to answer it. Three questions were asked. Who is prepared to 
answer them? Mr. Braden. 
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HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker, in view of Mr. Nerysoo's absence I will take 
Mr. Arlooktoo's second question concerning outpost camps as notice and ensure that 
a reply is prepared and brought back to this House. Similarly, on the issue of 
Port Burwell my department has been involved in consideration of the facilities 
at Port Burwell and to ensure that Mr. Arlooktoo gets a detailed response I will 
take that question as notice and report back. 

MR. S PEAKER: That is for two questions. I believe there was one other. 
it was on unincorporated communities. Mr. Wah-Snee. 

think 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I will look into the question raised by 
the hon. Member and I will get together with him with the return that he wants 
in regard to his question. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wah-Shee. Oral questions, other questions? 

Item 4, questions and returns. 

ITEM NO. 4: QUESTIONS AND RETURNS 

Question, Mr. Curley. 

Question 38-80( 1): Statistics On Ethnic Lines 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. S peaker, my question is directed to the Minister of Education. 
I wish to ask him if it is a policy of this government not to provide statistics 
on ethnic lines; that is, Inuit, Dene, Metis and others? In view of the fact 
that the Minister seemed to imply yesterday that the government statistics were 
based on "people", could this policy on statistics be clarified and explained to 
this House? 

MR. S PEAKER: Mr. Butters. 

Partial Return To Question 38-80( 1): Statistics On Ethnic Lines 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, J would expect that the filed reply will contain 
reference to that aspect. I was responding within just my own personal knowledge. 
I do not think it is the policy to collect such statistics on ethnic lines or 
the practice, but I will find out and that response will be contained in the 
filed replies, sir. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you. Other questions? Mr. Stewart. 

Question 39-80( 1) : Classroom Assistant At Reserve In Hay River 

MR. STEWART: Mr. Speaker, would the Minister of Education advise if he is able 
to meet the request of the Hay River Dene band council in supplying a classroom 
assistant to the school on the reserve in Hay River? 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. Member for notice of his 
question. I am aware by telegram of the requirement of that school and it is 
currently being examined to see if our resources can be worked to provide some 
alleviation of the problem there. But in the same manner I will file a reply to 
the question later on in this session. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you, Hon. Mr. Butters. Other questions? Mr. Evaluarjuk. 

Question 40-80(1) :  Additional Visits From Dentists And Optometrists 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, this question is for the Social 
Services Minister concerning the optometrist. People would like dentists and 
optometrists to come to the settlements more frequently. Optometrists are 
especially wanted, for young people today wear glasses more and glasses are 
not very comfortable to wear in the cold weather. I f  contact lenses are 
given instead of glasses, that would be better. Maybe this can be investigated 
by the people in the department who are responsible. Thank you. 
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six and a half per cent of that so we spent an average in 1979 in Rae units 
of over $2000. In 1980 that percentage of the total maintenance funds of all 
communities has been considerably reduced. In 1979 it approximated $340,000 
throughout for all communities. In 1980 it will be roughly half that amount 
so that the amount of money we will be spending for maintenance funds in all 
communities will be just over $700 this coming year but in Rae it would 
approximate $1000. Mr. Forrest maybe can give you further information on 
that, but that gives you an indication, Mr. Chairman, and the hon. Member, of 
the funding that has gone on in the past and for �ext year. 

MR. FORREST: Added to the last figure that Mr. Mccallum gave is an additional 
figure in the amount of half a million dollars that we will be spending in Rae 
this year on the major rehabilitation of 20 units. Also in addition to that 
we have just concluded today a negotiation with CMHC for super insulating 
120 of our 143 houses, existing houses in Rae, so by the end of this fiscal 
year all houses in Rae will have super insulation thereby reducing fuel 
consumption and 20 houses will have major rehabilitation and the balance of 
the houses will have approximately $1000 spent on them. 

THF. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Did you have any further questions, Mrs. Sorensen? 

MRS. SORENSEN: No. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Noah. 

Housing At Baker Lake 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, I have a question for the Housing 
Corporation. Yesterday I forgot to mention it. There are six or seven houses 
in Baker Lake, rental houses around the garbage disposal area and I was 
wondering if they had any form of assistance to help us out. I would think 
the territorial government would have funding to relieve these units. If this 
is put aside for the next year, it is becoming quite dangerous as far as health 
is concerned. The Housing Corporation, I was wondering if you had any money 
to assist this community with the six or seven units. We will have to, I think, 
rehabilitate those buildings and we would like some assistance. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. McCallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, may I request Mr. Forrest to reply? 

MR. FORREST: Thank you. Mr. Chairman, these houses, these seven units are 
built on a landfill site, inundated, in fact. It was originally a garbage site 
and the poison is leaching through the earth. We have investigated with the 
Department of Public Works and our counterparts in Local Government and we 
have determined that we cannot remove this hazard so therefore in co-operation 
with the municipality and the housing association we are moving the seven units 
onto proper land. This does not include the ten units of major rehabilitation, 
so in effect we will be doing ten units of major rehabilitation, we will be 
moving these other seven units and spending up to the amount of about $7500 
on these seven units. Thank you. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Any further questions, Mr. Noah? 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, the residents of Baker Lake would like 
them moved to another location. There is a great deal -- put them back on. 
That was an interim idea. At this time in Baker Lake it seems that we are 
going to be moving a lot. I think at this present time it is not very clear 
that these will be rehabilitated. In the communities we have three feet of 
snow now and I am concerned about this item. I would prefer to rebuild the 
foundation and after that we can put these buildings back on the original lot. 

.. . 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Forrest. 

Health Hazard Of Present Site 

MR. FORREST: Thank you. Our decision was based upon the best information 
that we could receive from the Department of Health. Now, further maybe to 
help Mr. Noah, the Department of Health has suggested to us that it may take 
several years to decontaminate the poisonous emissions coming from the ground. 
So that was the basis of our determination that these lands could be used in 
the future for new houses when required two or three years from now, but I 
feel quite strongly that it is a health hazard and we must depend upon the 
Department of Health monitoring these lands, but I agree with Mr. Noah. 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) I am not trying to argue about this, but after we met 
we thought it would be better to just clean up the foundations so that we will 
not spend so much more money on these units. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Fraser. 

MR. FRASER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My question, Mr. Chairman, is directed 
to the housing official and I would like to know if there was any discussion by 
government or others that the Housing Corporation take over government staff 
housing and federal staff housing in communities where possible. That is my 
first question, Mr. Chairman. 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Mr. McCallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Just to clarify the question, is the hon. Member 
referring to the construction of other government housing, both territorial 
and/or federal, by the Housing Corporation, or is that in actual fact taking 
over existing units? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Would you clarify your question, Mr. Fraser? 

MR. FRASER: Mr. Chairman, I am sorry, I am talking about taking over the 
maintenance of existing units, Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Mr. McCallum. 

Maintenance Of Government Housing 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I indicated yesterday that in point of 
fact we were dealing with the Department of Public Works in Edmonton on taking 
over, trying to take over federal housing. We are in active discussion on 
that aspect. If we were to take over those particular units and reach an 
agreement then obviously the housing association that would be in a particular 
community would be involved with the maintenance of those units. 

In point of fact, Mr. Chairman, in some communities that has occurred where 
territorial government housing has been turned over to the local housing 
association, rents collected, maintenance done by the housing association. 
So  that in essence, Mr. Chairman, we have already begun that kind of idea 
or concept. We would obviously want to pursue that where it is feasible 
and where we are able to arrive at negotiations, arrive at a satisfactory 
conclusion to negotiations with both governments, federal and territorial. 
Mr. Forrest may want to comment further. 

MR. t'Ul{REST: Thank you. I believe, Mr. Fraser, you used the word "others" in 
there. I would suggest that others could be the housing associations. During 
our November conference in the Central Arctic 26 resolutions were passed to direct 
this corporation to do many things and one of the resolutions was that this 
corporation enter into direct negotiations with the Government of the Northwest 
Territories to take over the operation and maintenance of staff housing, both 
territorial and federal staff housing. This is now before our board of 
directors for consideration and upon their direction then the administration will 
be dealing with the Government of the Northwest Territories to this effect. 

MR. FRASER: Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanilk) : Go ahead, Mr. Fraser. 

_p_u.£_1_ i cat i o _n_ 0 f Mai n ten an c e Costs 

MR. FRASER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It seems to me less expensive if one 
department would look after housing. I n  a small place like Norman Wells 
where we have a population of roughly 400 people we have three different 
housing authorities. We have the federal government housing staff, we have 
the territorial housing staff and we have the housing association to look 
after just a few houses. It would seem that if whoever takes over, it does 
not matter who takes over whether it is the housing association or the 
territorial government, but it seems to me like they are duplicating work. 
The territorial government has a staff in there of carpenters and p1umbers, 
and if the housing association wants something done they have to bring in 
somebody from I nuvik. I think the money is all coming out of the same pocket 
if I am thinking right, and that they should maybe utilize some of the staff 
that the territorial government has in there to do housing association 
maintenance or vice versa. 
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I would strongly recommend that they get together so that we do not have 
three different maintenance supervisors or maintenance men in the community. 
Another way they could possibly get out of it, where at all possible, is 
to contract the maintenance out. If there was a contractor set up to do 
maintenance on furnaces, carpenter work, plumbing, electrical work, it might 
be a lot cheaper to get rid of or maybe move some of the staff where they 
are needed most and then contract some of the work out. I think maybe 
some departments whether it is the housing association or the territorial 
Department of Public Works should be looking into the possibility of having 
it done by contract or getting together to get the work done on these houses. 
My question would be, Mr. Chairman, are they looking into the possibility 
of hiring contractors or giving the work out to local contractors where at 
all possible? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you, Mr. Fraser. Mr. Fraser, can 
ask you if Mr. McCallum or Mr. Forrest can reply after the tea break? 

MR. FRASER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): The committee will recess for 15 minutes for 
a tea break. 

---S HORT RECESS 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): The committee will come to order. Mr. Fraser 
had asked a question. Mr. McCallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I had indicated to the Member that yes, 
we are pursuing that aspect of maintenance that he has suggested. In fact, 
with some associations that is now being done. We agree that there must 
be a better consolidation of that part of housing, that is in terms of 
maintenance and we would actively pursue it. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you, Mr. McCallum. Mr. Patterson. 

MR. PATTERSON: Thank you. would like to ask Mr. Forrest, Mr. Chairman, 
you said yesterday that 28 per cent of all of the houses that you build in 
the coming year will be for home ownership and that that, in conjunction 
with decreasing fuel consumption costs, will encourage home ownership. I 
would like to know what the terms are for the 28 per cent of the houses that 
you build, the terms for people to become owners? Have you got a program 
worked out now whereby people will lease to purchase? Will they have to 
arrange their own financing? Can you give me the numbers of people becoming 
owners of these homes, please? 

Assistance Programs For Home Ownership 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, is the Member asking what kind of programs 
we now have in place that would enable an individual to purchase a home? 
I will let Mr. Forrest respond to it, but I had indicated earlier that there 
is what is called the SSHAG program, the small settlement home assistance 
grant program which is a grant of $ 10, 000. There are units now in their 
final stages being built, that is, log construction. There are currently 
applications in a number of areas where logs can be readily acquired for that, 
under the same programs. There are approximately 16 to 22 units being planned 
for the applicants in various areas, obviously here in the West. 

There are a number of other programs, one of which is the rural and remote 
housing program. We currently provide interim financing for people to acquire 
homes, that is interim financing that would be required; as it were up-front 
money, through funding through the National Housing Act and therefore through 
the CMH C  being the mortgage money. Mr. Forrest would be able to go into it 
in more detail, but is that the intent of the question and is he looking 
for actual figures? I had indicated under the RRHP a sum of $47, 000 I think 
yesterday in speaking to that particular part, but I would let Mr. Forrest 
continue. 

Rental Moneys Deducted From Sale Price 

MR. FORREST: Thank you, Mr. Mccallum. We also still provide the option on 
the northern territorial rental program where these houses can be purchased 
by the home owner and all moneys paid by rent is deducted from the sale 
price. We have recently sold one of these northern territorial rentals 
in Rae that is being refurbished and rebuilt. Mr. McCallum has spoken to 
the small settlement home assistance grant program which is applicable to 
below the tree line. We have a similar program above the tree line and as 
I believe I mentioned, we will be having a meeting with prospective home 
owners in Rankin Inlet in the month of April that has been called by the 
local people and one of them is a prospective home owner himself. 

We have been invited to attend to present our program, along with the Inuit 
Non-profit Housing Corporation, and as a result of this meeting we will be 
tabling our findings to our board, then hopefully we can develop jointly a 
program with CMH C. Mr. Mc Callum has mentioned the RRHP. We have had teething 
difficulties with this program. It is a southern program and we are now 
more properly adapting it to the North. We are currently interim financing 
14 homes for horn-'? ownership. We have three addi ti ona l programs in the 
developmental stage by our programs and operations division and upon the 
success of this it will also be tabled. 
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We are currentl y negotiating with CMHC for a breakdown in the l oan rate 
or mortgage rate from 1 3. 5  per cent to a very l ow percentage pay-back. 
In other words, the Government of Canada woul d pick up in excess of ten 
points of the 1 3. 5  points so al l in al l we have four programs in the works 
now and four more in the devel opmental stage. 

THE C HAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) : Mr. Patterson, d�es that satisfy your question? 

MR. PATTERSON: Yes. Pl ease go  ahead with ful l vigour in that direction. 
May I say thank you? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) : Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr. Eval uarjuk. 

Statistics For Baffin Region 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Transl ation) Mr. Chairman, I have a question. Are there 
any home owners in the Baffin reg ion and, if there are, how many peopl e own 
houses or are they in the process of thinking of getting homes? We woul d 
like to be home owners, but it is impossibl e in the Baffin region; the 
sewage, garbage, water, al l the municipal services provided by the haml ets. 
How do I go  about it if I want to buy the house I am renting now? How do 
I go about it if I wanted to own it? Where woul d I get hel p? The houses 
that were buil t in 1978, three different houses, how much is a three bedroom 
house? If you have any figures on that, I woul d l ike to get a repl y. Thank 
you. 

THE C HAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Mr. McCal l um. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: That is cal l ed a swifty. Mr. Chairman, may I have 
Mr. Forrest repl y to that? I think we are going back in time, in terms of 
the Member's questions to the rel ationship with the l ocal municipal governments 
so I woul d ask Mr. Forrest to respond. 

MR. FORREST: Thank you, Mr. Mccal l um. Mr. Chairman, to my knowl edge there 
are onl y eight homes owned by private home owners in the Baffin and they 
are al l in Frobisher Bay. I have heard it said publ icl y but not by me or 
our staff that onl y the rich can own their own homes above the tree l ine. 
We do not subscribe to that. It is worth mentioning it. This l eads into the 
question that what does home ownership mean to the individual ? So  we are 
beginning our program in the form of an education program of what home 
ownership means. What does it mean to the individual ? What does it mean 
to oursel ves 7 Our conference to be hel d in April in the Keewatin, and there 
wil l be representatives of the Baffin invited, that is where we are startinq. 
We are starting at that point and we are starting on, what can an individual 
afford? What is his responsibil ity? Then we go from there. The design 
and the buil ding and the subsidy al l become very academic after that point. 
Thank you. 

THE C HAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Mr. Eval uarjuk, are you satisfied? 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Transl ation) That answers my question, but I wanted to ask 
about the three bedroom houses that were buil t. What is the estimated cost 
of one house if I were to purchase one? 

THE C HAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Mr. McCal l um. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, again I woul d ask Mr. Forrest to respond. 



- 226 -

Sale Of Public Housing 

MR. FORREST: Currently that is not possible. Under public housing the house 
is always vested in the ownership of this corporation. However, the northern 
territorial houses are available for sale. Now that is not to say that we are 
not pur�uing the sale of public housing -- a change in the National Housing 
Act for us to sell public housing, say a 1978 house, but I would hasten to add 
that you would be ill-advised to buy a 1978 house: You could not possibly 
afford even with a heavy subsidy to pay for the house. It is not the right 
house for purchase. What I would further suggest, as we develop our proper 
house that could be properly mortgaged at this new rate I am speaking of and 
for it to be energy efficient -- that is the house you should consider buying. 
In fact, I would take my own advice. That is the only house I would buy. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Mr. Nerysoo. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr. Chairman. have a question regarding the 
policies on log building, for instance. I realize that you have presently 
cabins or housing that is being constructed by logs, piece en piece, but do you, 
in future, want or are you going to have other designs other than the piece en 
pi�ce? 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I think that is a question of a technical 
nature that, again, I would ask Mr. Forrest to respond to. 

Structure Of Log Housing 

MR. FORREST: Yes. The design of the house and the material used is dependent 
on the structural capability of that material. In the lower Mackenzie where we 
have good timber, then we use a traditional or recommend a traditional form of 
log housing design which is architecturally desi�ned by the architect that we 
retain, with his experience. We use piece en piece which is a system that was 
first introduced in Canada by the Hudson's Bay Company about the 17th century; 
that is, we use short logs that are winding, that are north of Great Slave 
Lake and we have met with success there. I just received a letter from Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation whereby they have placed a moratorium on 
financing any log building for the future in the Northwest Territories, but we 
have chosen to proceed with our program as it is designed. So it depends 
again on the structural capability of the timber in that community. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Thank you. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Chairman, I have another question regarding the 
capabilities or facilities which we could hopefully obtain to, in fact, use 
the forest that we have in the Western Arctic basically -- wood-burning 
facilities. Are you in fact investigating or trying to determine whether or 
not such facilities do in fact exist? Will you provide these facilities? 

MR. FORREST: I hope I can keep a straight face with this answer because being 
a Forrest, I am very conscious of this. Seriously, all of the 22 units 
currently being planned in Fort Smith, Fort Simpson, Fort Resolution and Rae 
have wood-burning stoves, airtight stoves with a separate air distribution 
system. This has been requested by the individual home owners. We have 
entered into an arrangement with them to purchase in volume these furnace stoves 
and will resell them at our cost. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, one further comment. We have, through the 
corporation, had local people from various of these areas that have just been 
indicated, attending courses in various log house construction. We are now 
in the process of utilizing that kind of knowledge to provide differentiated 
log house construction in some of the areas. 

THE CHAIRMAN {Mr. Patterson): Thank you. Did you have a further supplementary, 
Mr. Nerysoo? Go ahead. 
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Replacement Of Oil Furnaces 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Just, Mr. Chairman, I want to ask whether or not, if there 
is a future requirement or a request from the communities asking for their oi I 
furnaces that they presently have to be replaced by wood-burning furnaces or 
stoves, this request would be looked at seriously. 

MR. FORREST: Thank you. Yes, that is true. The house designs that we are 
coming out with for this year can be fired by wood, by a space heater that is 
of fairly new design of Coleman of Canada or by a central system, depending 
on the wishes and the financial capability of the individual home owner. I f  
you look at page one, under Mr. Parker's signature you will see a typical log 
house that was built in Lac la Martre under the SS HAG program. This house 
costs $23, 000. We paid our contribution which was $10, 000 and the owners' was 
the balance. As we referred to in our previous statement, one of the three 
programs that is in the developmental stage is to stack on top of that 
$10, 000 grant a low interest mortgage loan to be arranged by CMHC, guaranteed 
by this corporation, but to be paid by the prospective home owner. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Patterson): You are next, Mr. Stewart. 

MR. S TEWART: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. This is kind of like throwing the cat 
among the pigeons, but the question that I am not completely clear on is with 
regard to the Housing Corporation. In my opinion the Housing Corporation 
really is a social assistance program built into a housing program, I t  seems 
to me that the corporate structure, if your business is building houses, should 
be to do exactly that, to build houses and that the maintenance should be 
looked after probably by the corporation, but the cost of these things, the 
added cost of supplying oil and utilities and the cost of maintenance should 
properly be borne by Social Services. I f  you have a building program and if 
your corporation is losing more than 700 per cent of the value of the houses, 
as I understood you to say the other day, basically the cos t of the building 
is not the big cost to the corporation but rather the maintenance and the 
operation of these houses. Possibly if you restricted the corporation to 
doing the house building and the maintenance and letting Social Services look 
after the costs of these things, then maybe then we could get into private 
home ownership. 

Duplication Of Services 

If you could build a house and turn it over for nothing to a person in a 
location then they would get the required assistance from the Social Services 
people to pay their oil bill or whatever or part thereof, but it seems we have 
two structures. We have a Department of Social Services that knows the amount 
of money that you make and the whole bit. Then you have got another group 
coming along and they want to know the same thing to set the rates of rent for 
your housing, to see how much help you can get. I t  seems to me that we have a 
duplication of service, to a point, between the two. 

Now, I know that it is probably standard in Canada but I never could quite 
understand why we had two such bodies, because as far as I am concerned if 
was a corporation and was in the social welfare business -- yet we have a social 
welfare department. So why? 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Mr. McCallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, maybe I could defer on this. I have kind 
of a conflict of interest in this at the present time. I think that I would 
want to comment to some degree when we get into one of the other departments 
that I have, in terms of social services. As has been indicated, if I get 
the hats all together they may droop a little bit, so I will defer to Mr. 
Forrest for his comments in terms of housing. 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Maybe you need two heads, Mr. McCallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Do not start on that. There could be a couple of 
other succeeding comments. need another hole in the head like . . .  

THE CHAIRMAM (Mr. Patterson) : Mr. Forrest. 

Social Element In Housing 

MR. FORREST: Mr. Stewart asked a very provocative question. It is now the 
cat among the pigeons. When I first came to the North I would have, then, 
agreed with his observations, but I hnve since learnerl that his comment is 
not the obvious division of authority and I now believe we are in the social 
housing business in total, with the greatest emphasis on the social area, 
for example people development through various programs. How can we develop 
better houses if we do not have the social aspect? After all, in my own 
field and in my own discipline I must understand who is going to live in the 
house, what are their special requirements and what are their lifestyles. 
I cannot interpret that through any other agency other than through my own 
experience and through my own eyes. So  that is an opinion that I have and 
it is a personal opinion that I have, but I can assure you that that is an 
opinion that is served by our corporation and if that element of the social 
was taken and removed from us then I would suggest to you that your social 
housing in the future will be like it was in the past with a lot of houses 
being parachuted in, prefabricated units from the South being dropped into 
the communities. I feel quite strong in those statements. Thank you. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Mr. Stewart. 

A Question Of Dollars And Cents 

MR. STEWART: A supplementary. I had no intention of the corporation not 
building and having social contact with the people in building the type of 
houses that are required in different areas. I was specifically interested 
to know why does Social Services not pay the overruns for utilities and these 
types of things? It is a different question. I am talking dollars and 
cents because we have two departments in the same field and there is an 
overlap in most of the small areas where you have people in the Department 
of Social Services and you also have people in the Housing Corporation and 
they all want to know vour Private business and so on and so forth. Why 
does one group not look after the needs of the people in that area, the 
extra financing, if the_y are not able to 1 ook after themselves, whether it 
be a loaf of bread or a house to live in? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Mr. Mc Ca 11 um. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I recoqnize and appreciate the comments 
of the Member and what he is suggesting. There are, of course, some 
difficulties involved with it, but that is not to say, Mr. Chairman, that 
we are not to some degree doing that. We have an arrangement now with 
Social Services and Heal th and the Housing Corporation whereby we do get into 
tripartite agreements I guess, specifically, in the construction of senior 
citizens' accommodation and we will be pursuing that particular aspect as 
well. It may well be that we would take note of the comments of the Member 
and discuss that further within that kind of a meetinq. 
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Interdepa rtmental Discussions Easier 

As I indicated there are some concerns . To follow that, you may very wel l 
place many more people on social assistance, b ut  neverthel ess I woul d  appreciate 
or I do appreciate the comments. That again is one aspect that we are abl e 
to bring together now, not that they have not been in the past, but  now with 
a little bit more ease -- Health, S ocial Services and the Housing Corporation 
-- one of the things that we would discu ss in terms of getting those 
departments together. 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Patterson): Did you have anything more, Mr. Stewart? 

MR. STEWART: Yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN ( M r. Patterson): Go ahead. 

MR. S TEWART: I think if you are seriously trying to promote home ownership 
that this is one step that should go a long way to helping promote home 
ownership, because there  is a certain thing about certain people that say, 
" Well, social assistance, I am not having any of that. " Whereas right today, 
as it stands today, a person who lives and owns their own home in the 
Northwest Ter ritories has got to have bol ts in his head . for the way the 
situation is right today. Until we make some positive moves towa rds 
recognizing exactly what we are doing and placing the onus on the person and 
calling a spade a spade and not hiding the subsidies in manners that are 
social ly acceptable, then we are not going to get the end result that we a r e  
l ooking for. At least I do not think you are going to get it. S o  I would 
hope that we cou ld have a look at an a r rangement of this natu re whether it 
is social services or  whatever other means a re used, but I think that the 
Housing Corporation shoul d b ui l d ho uses after consu ltation with the people 
in the area and maintain them and that the financing of it should be l eft 
to another department. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Thank you .  

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Chairman, if I may, certainly I think that we  have 
moved forward in the direction that both Mr. For rest and I indicated yesterday 
in b uil ding homes on the advice of people who live in various  communities. 
I passed it aro und and by the way, I did not get it back again, that pl an 
for three and fo u r  bedroom houses . If anybody knows where it is I would 
l ike to get it back again . Thank yo u. J ust as a facetious remark you said 
something about getting two heads. I fall into that category that Mr.  Stewart 
refe r red to. I own my own home in the Ter ritories so if I have got holes 
in my head now I do not need a couple of heads. Mr.  Chairman, maybe 
Mr. For rest would like to make a comment, not on the last comment that I 
made. 

P resent Rent F rom Social Services 

MR. FORRES T: I would like this Assembl y to know that for people who are on 
welfare, we do receive payment as rent from the Department of Social Services 
but  only minimum rent, only $28 a month and maybe this shoul d be reviewed. 
We feel q uite strongl y. It is often said, what difference does it make 
whose pocket it come s c ut of? And I tend to agree with Mr. Stewart that, yes, 
it does depend on which pocket it is coming from. 

THE C HAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Thank you,  Mr.  For rest. Hon. Mr. MacQuar rie. 
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HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARR IE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a few questions 
related to rental recoveries but I would like to preface them with a couple 
of comments and one would be with respect to the question that has just 
been raised. I see the objectives of the Housing Corporation noted on the 
first page of the 1978 annual report and without question the order in which 
those objectives i s  listed, whether or not they were intended to indicate 
any priority, is certainly a satisfactory priority as far as I am concerned. 
The first of them is to develop, co-ordinate and di rect social housing 
programs based on need, environment and research so as to make available 
an adequate standard of housing to all residents of the Northwest Territories. 
To me that must come far ahead of any objective to encourage private home 
ownership in the Northwest Territories. 

Exploitation Of Social Assistance 

I would like to say that without question I support genuine social assistance 
programs. I believe that society does not always distribute its benefits 
fairly in the ordinary system that is established by way of economic forces 
and that some readjustment is necessary and that is why we have social 
assistance programs. I fully support those that we have, but looking at 
history I see that they can be abused. They can be exploited and I am 
disturbed when that happens because that brings about the damages, it damages 
the reputation of good social assistance programs. 

I am not at a l l  wishing to suggest that this Housing Corporation program is 
being abused or exploited. Merely I wish to ask a couple of questions in 
connection with that. I can see that you would be under plenty of pressure 
to minimize rental rates. I notice that the formula that you have established, 
you acknowledge that although more people are paying rent, you are actually 
receiving less total rent than was received before. So the kinds of questions 
that I wi l l  ask and would like you to answer have to do with the rate of 
rental recoveries. How does your level of recovery compare with other public 
housing in Canada, making allowances for any difference in standard of living? 
Are you satisfied that 7 5  per cent is an adequate level, given the standard 
of living in the North in public housing? Are the maximums and minimums 
that people are charged realistic, in view of the cost of living and in 
view of the standard of living? Are those maximums and minimums reappraised 
on a regular basis? 

Finally, I do not see in the re�ort any indication of levies that are made 
but not recovered. Could you give me an indication of what is the e xtent 
of where rents are levied but you do not collect for one reason or anothe r 
and whether there is any penalty and so on? 

THE CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Patterson) : Mr . McCallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I think the questions tha t the Member 
is asking tend more to the administrative side of things and I would defer to 
Mr. Forrest if, in fact, he has that information available at the present 
time. I am sure if it is not, that information can be obtained . In line 
with what we indicated yesterday to the Member from Hay River we would later 
provide it . Mr . Forrest may well have it now. 

Pressure To Minimize Rental Rates 

MR. FORREST: Thank you, Mr . Mc Callum. Mr. Chairman, again 100 1 per cent of 
our more serious problems is in the area that the Member just mentioned. 
He spoke about the pressure on us to minimize our rental rates. I think we 
have heard of it in the l ast two days from the House, as well as our 4 100 
tenants. It is a horrendous problem but I do not think passing it over to 
Social Services is the answer. The rent, as it relates to other parts of 
Canada, I will make available to the Member, to this House, if necessary. A 
document that I have before me - - but just very quickly I believe you have 
it -- is monthly rent in public housing of a two parent family with two 
children under 18, wife not working and the husband ' s  salary is $ 10, 000 a 
year for a three bedroom unit. 



I ' 

l 

- 231  -

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Excuse me, Mr. Chairman .  I misi nformed Mr. Forrest . 
Members do not have that. We can make that avail abl e. That is o n  a province 
to-province basis, e v e ry province i ncl uded a nd both territories, o n  the 
partic ul ar unit Mr. Forrest has i ndicated, a three bedroom unit where the wife 
is not working and the husband's sal ary is $ 10, 000 a year, a two parent famil y 
with two chil dre n under the age of 18. So we wil l make that avail abl e to you. 

MR. FORREST: Just briefl y, in zone five the assessment is $95 . 5 8, w hich 
represents 1 1. 2 per cent of the income to the more affl ue nt areas of our country, 
jumping to Newfoundl and which is $ 208 a mo nth pl us eig ht dol l ars for el ectricity 
w h ich re presents 2 3. 9  per cent of the i ncome. I t  v a ries i n  the South of Canada 
from 2 1  per cent of gross i ncome to 2 3. 9  per cent of gross income; w hereas in  
the Territories betwee n zo nes one and five it  represents 14. 4 per cent to 1 1. 2 
� e r  c e n t. S o  these fiqures we wil l make avail abl e to you duri ng this sitting . 

Minimum Assessment I nadequate 

Your next questio n, you ask is it adequate? Certainl y not. I t  is not adequate 
by tenfol d. Our average i ncome bei ng $70 a mo nth a nd our operating  cost of 
$700 a month � t is certai nl y not adequate. The questio n on  the maximum a nd the 
minimum, are they real istic? The maximum is real istic because it rel ates to 
staff housing directl y, l ess furniture. The minimum, no, it is not adequate, 
but ma ny years ago the Government of Canada--and this was taken over by the 
Government of the Northwest Territories--assessed two dol l ars a month re nt with 
a promise that that woul d be al l it woul d be for ever a nd we are stil l l iving 
with that cost. That questio n comes up to us constantl y. However we have 
gradual l y  increased the minimum to $28 and hopeful l y  to $32, but this wil l be 
in  the consul tative process in  the communities. These figures are reappraised 
each year in conformity with the unio n negotiations with the Publ ic Service 
Association and the Government of the Northwest Territories as it rel ates to 
rental a c c ommodation .  

I bel ieve your last questio n was o n  l evies made. I i nterpret that as to our 
abil ity to col l ect re nt and that is, we col l ect 85 per ce nt of tenants' rent of 
t he  total in the Northwest Territories. As I mentio ned yesterday, with this 
new scal e  it is $680 , 000 shortfal l fo r l ast year and it wel l coul d be a nd 
probabl y  wil l be one mil lion dol l ars for next year, but any ad j ustment to rent 
must be total l y  supported, not onl y by our board, but by this House. We are not 
th e o nly peopl e who can real l y  create this awareness without your support. 

HON. ARNO L D  McCALL UM: Mr. Chairman, I shoul d say that Mr. Forrest has i ndicated 
that our recovery rate is about 85 per cent. Obviousl y as the Member wil l 
appreciate, it woul d vary from commu nity to community , but as a ge neral izatio n 
that holds true. It is in  that bal l park figure of 85 per cent . I t  may be 
greater in some commu nities, it may be l ess, but we do col l ect our re nt at that 
rate. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Suppl ementary, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

HON. ROBERT H. Mac Q UARR I E: Yes. Two or three points arose as a resul t of this 
and may I have your i ndul gence to deal with that? 

T H E C HAIRMAN (Mr. Patterso n) : Certainly. 
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Operating Costs Concern O f  Corporation 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARRIE: First a comment, Mr. Forrest. I did not s uggest 
passing over to Social Services the f unction of payments. I will agree with 
you it should remain with the Ho using Corporation because if  it did not I co uld 
see a situ ation developing where yo u build ho uses and were no longer concerned 
about  what it costs to operate them, whether they were energy e f ficient o r  not. 
Yo u would leave that to somebody else to worry a bo u t  and I do not think that 
would be a good situation. I have, I think, three · q uestions here that arise 
as a result o f  yo ur answers. Do I understand that where rents are not 
recovered , it is left to i nd i vidu al ho using associations to do whatever they 
will, with respect to that acco unt? 

MR. FORREST: Thank yo u .  This is an agonizing, obvio usly an agonizing q uestion 
and the answer will be eq ually as agonizing. What does one do with bad debts? 
We do not evict many people. That is true in the So uth, an undiscriminating 
landlord. So what else - - what else do we have? That is o u r  agony. 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARRIE: With respect to our  range o f, I think yo u said, 
1 1. 2  per cent to 1 4. 4  per cent o f  income being devoted to rent compared, for 
instance , I think yo u gave the Newfo undland example of 2 3. 9  per cent, are we 
the lowest in Canada then? That is for the percentage of income allotted to rent. 

HON. ARNOLD  McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, yes, that is correct. 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARRIE: So I suppose I wo uld have to raise the question 
again - - I am sorry , Mr. Mccallum. 

N. W. T. Rental Based On Resid ual Income 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Chairman, I think we have to distinguish here. In 
the other parts or the provinces o f  Canada the percentage o f  rent charged is on 
gross income and yo u will recall that o ur rental fee is not on gross income. 
I t  is on gross income less what we term the basic living allowance and I think 
yo u m ust distinguish between those two, but in point o f  fact our  percentages 
are less. It is 1 1. 2  as Mr. Forrest said thro ugh to 1 4. 4 depending upon the 
zones established i n  the Northwest Territories, but  it is not on gross income . 
I t  is  on res i dual i ncome that we work o urs ; whereas i n  the provinces it i s  on 
gross income. 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARRIE: Am I to u nderstand then that I cannot make a 
comparison between the figure 1 4. 4 per cent and 2 3 , 9 per cent? 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I think the Member co uld make a comparison. 
Mr. Forrest would possibly comment f u rther on it. 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARRIE: Mr. Chairman, if  I co uld just clarify it before he 
answers and maybe that will help him answer. Maybe what I am saying is, it 
wo uld be nice if  we had figures that were directly comparable so that we co uld 
get an idea, either make both on gross income or on the residue - - what does 
that mean? Okay, I will accept the answer then . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Is that it , Mr. MacQ uarrie? 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARR I E: wo uld hope that he would answer the last q uestion . 
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MR . FORRES T: The answer  is very simple.  The answer is yes . For example,  
Mr. MacQuarrie,  if you lived in Alberta and your gross monthly income was 
$91 3. 33 you would pay $249. 99 which is 28. 5 per cent of  your income.  Working 
in the Northwest Territories at the same gross income and living in 
Yellowknif e  you would pay $125. 83 or 14. 04 per cent. It is an apple and an 
apple.  Our method of computation is dif f erent, that is the only thing.  

F air R e turn From Corporation 

HON. ROBERT H .  Mac QUARR I E: Thank you. Mr. Chairman, a final comment then if 
I may. So with that kind of  a comparison it seems to me  that we may have to 
look seriously at whether or not we are getting a reasonable and fair return 
from the Housing Corporation ; that is a question that must be asked it se ems 
to me . 

HON. ARNOL D McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, that is correct. 

THE C HAIRMAN ( Mr. Patterson) : Thank you. Next is Mr. Pudluk. 

MR. PUDLUK: I do not have a question. have forgotten my question . 

T HE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Patterson) : You do not have a question anymore 1  
did not ke ep you waiting too long. 

Phasing Out Matchboxes 

hope we 

MR. TOLOGANAK: Mr. Chairman, and I think this question has be en raised  for 
15 or 1 7  years on numerous occasions in Ottawa and in Yellowkn i f e  and I realize 
the Housing Corporation allocates  houses to the communities based on need. 
This question about the matchboxes, concerning the matchboxes, I believe the 
question arose back in the 60's when they said they were going to be r eplaced 
for better housing. What is the Housing Corporation's position on phasing out 
this 20 year question of  matchboxes?  

T HE C HAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Mr. Mccallum. 

HON. ARNOL D McCALLUM: 
information on that. 
we are just trying to 
question I would com e 

Mr. Cha i rman, I am just trying to get some background 
Mr. Chairman, while we are working towards that, I think 
get some in formation on it. If  the Member has a further 
back to it, but I think that we can handle it. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Patterso n ) :  Do you have a further question, Mr . Tologanak ? 

HON. A RNOLD Mc CALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I think that we could answer that question. 

MR. FOR REST: I believe, Mr. Chairman, the question was what are we doing 
about the northern territorial rentals and replacing these buildings with proper 
accommodation. Is that the question,  Mr. Tologanak ? 

MR.  TOLOGANAK : Mr. Chairman, that is pretty well the question, but the 
matchboxes are the one room houses that I am talking about . 

M R. FORREST: Mr. Chairman, in our planning up to Jun e  of  this year we were 
preparing to writ e of f  200 of  these units per year of  which there are  currently 
17 34, and they would have be en written of f in five years. However, due to the 
anticipated fiscal restraint we changed our program and for the years 1 980 
to 1984 w e  are not writing o f f  any matchboxes, but from 1985 through 1989 we 
will be accelerating the write-o f f  of  these old units and replacing them w i th 
new , but this is strictly dependent on the ability of the two governments and 
ourselves as the facilitators to bri ng this about. 

We can make this available to you also, because in 1989 we anticipate with 
these write-o f fs to have reasonably new buildings in the amount of  5 700. 
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THE C HAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Anyt�ing further? Mr. Tologanak? 

Rehabilitation Plans 

MR. TOLOGANAK: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I have a further question. The rehab 
program that you presently have, in the reply you have said that by 1989 that 
you would get rid of these houses by then. Are you planning to rehab some of 
those old matchboxes? And a further question to that because I know the answer 
to the matchboxes; the new Weber summer cottages that were built in the last 
few years, are there any plans to upgrade or rehab those houses? 

MR. FORREST: Yes, Mr. Tologanak, your first question on the matchboxes ; the 
only work that we are going to do on them is to ensure safe and sanitary 
conditions with a minimum amount of investment, rather than throwing more good 
money after bad. Secondly, the units built under that parachuting program 
have become an increasing liability , those units built between 1974 and 1 978 , 
and we wil l begin a concerted effort on those buildings in 1981. About an 
average of five of those units are being rehabilitated each year, but we do 
not know all of the problems with them. They were poorly desig ned with 
inadequate structural form and with inadequate insulation and inadequate 
vapour barriers and I do not know very much that was adequate about them, 
but we are concerned and we will get a handle on that . 

THE C HAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Anything further, Mr. Tologanak? 

MR. TOLOGANAK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, that is all I have . 

THE C HAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Mr. �Jah-Shee. 

HON. JAMES WAH-S HEE: Yes , Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask a question 
regarding the Mackenzie Valley. My question is basically that since the 
Northwest Territories Housing Corporation has taken the initiative to hold 
reg i ona l  conferences to do a review of the existing housing program, also to 
do a review of the housing design, have they got similar plans for the area 
of the Mackenzie Valley regarding the Dene community so that a review of the 
existing housing program as well as housing design could be discussed in 
consultation with the Dene community in the Mackenzie Valley? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Mr. McCallum. 

HON. ARNOL D McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman , the answer is yes. We would o b v i o u s l y want 
to ensure that that kind of get together is part and parcel of the direct i on of 
the corporation. I think it is safe to say that the  mechanics of getting such 
a conference together is in the offing and we would e xpect to be able to do 
that within the coming year. I am not sure whether a date has been set as to 
when it may happen. It may be earlier than in summer or it may be even later, 
but we would certainly attempt to do the same kind of thing that is now being 
done with other districts or other regional areas. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Mr . Wa h - Shee . 

HON. JAMES WAH - S HEE : Also could we have information 1 ·egarding what areas of  
the Northwest Territories are considered zone one , zone two , three , four and 
five? 
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THE  CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pat terson) : Mr. McCallum. 

Explanation Of Zones 

HON. ARNOL D McCA LLU M: Mr. Cha i rman, the zones have been set up under Social 
Serv i ces, because we are talk i n g  abou t a basic livin g allowance which equals 
a food, clothing and personal care allowance. By and large those areas 
that are in zone one, and there are five zones, are the zones that are 
cons i dered to be on the highway or on a highway. Those areas, if you like, 
Yellowknife, Rae-Edzo, Pine  Point, Kak i sa Lake, Hay River, Enterprise, 
Detah and Forts Prov i dence, Resolut i on, Simpson and Smith. 

THE CHAIR MAN (Mr. Patterson) : Is that it, Mr. Wah-Shee? 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 

THE CHAI R MAN (Mr. Patterson) : Mr. McLaughlin, you are next . 

Costs By Departmen t  

MR.  McLAUGHLIN: Mr. Chairman,  dur i n g  meetings of the finance committee 
we discussed on a few occasions the idea of a user-pay situation for the 
Departmen t  of Publ i c  Works so that the Department, for example, of Education 
if they are using ten houses in a community, that they wou l d be charged 
ren t for those ten houses and also charged for the maintenance of those 
houses, so that you could put a handle on what education really does cost. 
I would like to run an extens ion of th i s  by the Minister in consideration 
of what Mr. S tewart said earl i er. 

What if all the houses owned by the Departmen t  of Public Works and o ther 
departments, if there are any, were transferred over to the Housin g Corporation, 
then the local housin g boards would al l ocate those houses in the communities 
as they saw the need. In this way you would prevent situations where a single 
person could be liv i ng  i n  a two or three bedroom house because that house 
happens  to be a l located to that department, where a social assistance family 
with f i ve or s i x k i ds m i ght  be stuck in a two bedroom house because there 
are not any. I t  would also preven t  departments from ho l ding on to empty 
houses in the expectat i on that they might want them, while other departments 
are looki ng  for houses to move in to and I have seen this happen in a few 
commun i ties, i ncluding  Pine Point . I have also seen it happen between the 
federal government and the terr i tor i al government where one department, one 
governmen t has empty houses and the other has full houses. I would just 
like some general commen ts and  I do n ot expect firm answers on that. 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLU M: Mr. Chairman,  I could g i ve the Member one firm answer 
and I ind i cated tha t yesterday . In areas where th i s  government is to build 
staff hous i n g  next year and the corporation is buildin g units in the same 
commun i ty the corporation will bu i ld those houses. So  in point of fact I 
think we are gett i n g  away fin ally, from the idea that there were two 
departmen ts, i f  you l i ke, two agenc i es w i th i n this government constructing 
houses. That is not  always possible because in  some commun ities the 
Departmen t of Public Works which for now has respons i bility for the staff 
hous i n g  for this government is b uild i ng,  pu tting up units in communities 
where the corporation is not. Regardless, I would hope that we would be able 
to have the one agency w i th i n  the governmen t. 
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I know whereof t he Member speaks, that in the not too recent past government 
departments became very much concerned and very parochial in the number of 
un i ts that were set aside, as it were, or indicated to belong to particu l ar 
departments and they became very possessive of those. For example, where 
an employee of one government department needed a unit, you could not move 
from one to the other. That obviously used to be the case with the federal 
government and hence in certain particular communitj es certain areas or 
sections of the communities became known by that term. I think there is 
still a term in the city of Yellowknife that there is a teachers' row. That 
was the case when I was here years ago and in Fort Smith not only did you 
have a teachers' row but you had a Department of Transport, you had the 
Health and Welfare section where people who were with Health and Welfare 
had their homes. You had that kind of situation so my only comment to the 
Member is that I hope we would be able to get away from that. 

Advice On Building Locations 

In conjunction with housing associations we attempt, in putting new units in 
communities, to not congregate all the units in one particular block, one 
particular area, rather have the association, local association provide 
the advice as to where we could obtain suitable building lots and have them 
spread throughout the community . But I would take the Member's comments 
as advice and obviously work toward it as I am sure the other members within 
the government and in total within the House would want to see that, to 
move along toward that. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Yes, Mr. McLaughlin? 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: In particular do you think the Housing Corporation would 
like to take over the role of owning all the houses that are presently with 
the territorial government? Your answer actually was  my question. I would 
still like to run by you the idea of, would you people like to take those 
things over and manage them all and co-ordinate the rental with some idea 
of charging out those costs to the various departments including, as Mr. S tewart 
said, the Department of Social Services or the Department of Health if the 
situation arose whereby they would be s ubsidizing the living of an individual 
in social need? 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM : Mr. Chairman, I understood from the Member ' s  previous 
remarks that he wanted a comment on it and I simply commented on it. He has 
raised a particular question. I think in dealing with the questions or the 
comments raised by the Member from Hay River we commented on that, attempted 
to answer the question by suggesting that at the present time we have a 
tripartite group together in the Departments of Social Services and Health 
and the Housing Corporation whereby we would pursue a conclusion or take a 
look at some of the recommendations, some of the advice that was given us. 

Control Of Inventory By Housing Corporation 

As to whether I belie ve or whether the  board believes that the Housing 
Corporation should control all housing and have all housing under their 
inventory , first and foremost, no, I would not bel i eve that personally. 
would rather see people who are within the government, for example, in staff, 
acquire their own homes if they intend to pursue a livelihood in the Northwest 
Territories. How long one shou l d have to make up their minds i f , in fact , 
they want to pursue that livelihood in the North is a different question. 
But no, I would not want to see the Housing Corporation take all housing 
units under their wing, a s it were, and be responsible for all. That is not 
to say that I would not want to see the Housing Corporation be involved in 
the construction of both staff and other housing in the Territories. I 
think that is something that I would support because I think the Housing 
Corporation can put housing up for everybody at a better particular price. 
Mr. Forrest may want to comment as well . 
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THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Patterson): Briefly, please, Mr. Forrest. We are getting 
thirsty. 

HON . ARNO L D McCA L LUM: Have a glass of water. 

MR. FORREST: There are many pressures upon us, as Mr. McLaughlin has 
alluded to. One is the people in the communities and the housing associations. 
The other is to be tabled, the Commissioner's Task Force on Employee Housing, 
1979 . I decline any personal comment. We have 4 100 problems now. I will 
just leave my comment brief and to that point. 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Patterson): Thank you, Mr. Forrest. Looking at the clock 
it is tea time, high time for tea. 15 minutes recess. 

---S HORT RECESS 
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THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) : The committee wil l come to orde r. Is it Members ' 
w i sh to pursue the general d i scussion or  a re we getting cl ose to gettinq into the 
actual esti mates? Can I have some indication, pl ease? We have Mr . Ne rysoo next 
i n  l ine but anyone who has not spoken can speak. Ms . Cou r noyea . 

MS. COU RNOYEA: Mr.  Chai rman, I have two questions and the fi rst one, what I 
woul d l ike to know is the invol vement of the Hous i ng Corporation in te rms of 
community decisions to move towa rds other than pick-µp and del ive ry service of 
wate r and sewage. At what point in time does the Housing Corporation conside r 
that it is financial l y  bette r to hel p a community and be invol ved with the 
community devel opment of a util ido r system? 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr . Tol oganak) : M r. Mccal l um .  

HON. A RNOLD McCALLUM: M r . Chairman, there is an invol vement of the  Housing 
Co rpo ration but onl y to hel p co-ordinate things. More properl y that pertains 
to the Depa rtment of Local Gove rnment than it does to the Housing Corporation, 
but l et me reite rate that in fact we do become invol ved . Those kinds of municipal 
services are in real ity the responsibil ity of the Department of Local Gove rnment 
rathe r than the Housing Co rpo ration . If I may, M r. Chai rman, we do get invol ved, 
as I said , with co-ordination, but we are al so invol ved with payment of  those 
pa rticul ar  services but not in the pl anning. 

THE CHAI RMAN (M r. Tol oganak) : Did you have a fu rthe r question, Ms . Cournoyea? 

MS. COURNOYEA: I have a furthe r question but I do not think my question has 
been answe red . Perhaps I may pl ace the question again in a diffe rent more 
unde rstandabl e way . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tol oganak) : Go ahead . 

Util idor Systems 

MS. COURNOYEA: The Northwest Te r rito ries Housing Corporation is a major 
suppl ier of houses in the majo rity of communities. The re are a certain numbe r 
of p rivate home owners. When it comes to the point of taxing individual s or  
the  Housing Corpo ration the r e  is  a point in time whe re it  is better to l ook 
toward a pipe facil ity rather than del ivery and pick- up of sewage and ga rbage. 
It seems to me that at some point in time the Housing Corporation woul d be 
eval uating their p resence in that community and deciding whethe r they shoul d tap 
in o r  what their cont ribution, possibl y in co-ope ration with Local Gove rnment, 
shoul d be. The re is a point in time that you must , I woul d assume, feel that 
it is bette r fo r a community because of popul ation size that you shoul d move 
towards the suppo rt of a util idor system and I was wonde ring at what point in 
time do you come to that concl usion o r  have you done that at al l ?  

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) : M r. McCal l um. 

HON. A RNOLD McCALLUM : Mr.  Chai rman, the Membe r is cor rect . The re is obviousl y 
a time when we sit down and discuss with Local Gove rnment as to what woul d be 
more economical l y  feasibl e, to continue with one method rather than to go into 
anothe r .  I think I woul d ask M r . Fo r rest to give an indicat i on of what has been 
that kind of pol icy in the past , what numbe r of units or  that kind of thing in 
rel ation to that question . 

M R. FO RREST : Thank you, M r. Mccal l um. This cur rent yea r we are expending 
$800, 000 on util ido r and util idor hookup . This is p rimaril y dependent on the 
community . Numbe r one, is the re a util ido r system? Two, does the present 
system have the capacity to be extended? If so, then we wo rk in conjunction 
with Local Gove rnment. Fo r exampl e, l ast yea r  we compl eted phase two in 
Rae-Edzo for the util ido r and the util idor hookup. We a re cu r rentl y connecting 
21  of ou r units to the util idor system in Frobishe r Bay and in other communities 
but the decision is made for a util ido r system by othe r than the corporation . 
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Once that decision is made, then we become involved. The re will be occasions 
whe reby we will initiate utilido rs, depending on the sanitary conditions of 
the community. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak ) :  Ms. Cou rnoyea . 

Incentives Fo r Home Ownership 

MS . CO U RNO Y EA: May I j ust place one mo re obse rvation and the obse rvation is 
in relationship to the matte r I raised before in te rms of home owne rship . I am 
not convinced that the Housing Co rpo ration is really doing as much as it can in 
that area and I think that many, many people would be far bette r off morally as 
well as being mo re involved with the community in te rms of fighting for facilities 
within that community. I find the p resent di rection of the Housing Corporation 
is cont rolling people, controlling their lives, insisting on statistics, pe rsonal 
statistics from people because these houses are net owned by the people . What I 
would like to see in te rms of further di rection for the Housing Corporation, if 
it requi res an outright grant of $25 , 000 o r  $ 30, 000 this should be given to the 
people to build thei r  own homes. Therefore we would not have all this heavy 
administ ration cost and all this involvement in the private lives of people and 
the people who are working in the communities, the th ree o r  fou r people who are 
always car rying the heavy loads in the community would have the co-ope ration of 
people who a re at the p resent time thinking this house is not mine so why should 
I really give a damn? 

I think the morale of the people is suffering because of the way the Housing 
Co rporation is presenting the housing p rograms to the people and it may be 
because you are tied into a diffe rent p rogram that cannot be adj usted to fit 
people, but I will maintain to you that in the beginning in te rms of I nuvik we 
built far mo re co- op houses as a group of people and the only reason that died 
is because the Housing Corpo ration came in and tempted people and came in and 
said, " Well, fo r two dollars a month you can have this house. " Now, the point 
is how do we get more out of the people and I think the whole program is one 
of c reating utter dependence on the government and I think a se rious direction 
has to be taken, even money has to be given to people to be independent. I am 
not imp ressed with the numbe r of houses that are being p rovided to p rivate home 
owne rs. 

TH E CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Thank you, Ms . Cou rnoyea . Oo you want to comment 
on that? 

.f:!_Qus i ng  Co rpo ration Concent rating On Home Owne rship 

HON. A RNO L D  McCALLUM: M r . Chai rman, the Member indicated at the beginning that 
she wanted to make comments on it . I do not agree with the Membe r. I think 
that we are making a move - - no r can M r. Fo r rest speak for the co rporation in 
the past , but I think we are making a concentrated effort to get into home 
owne rship. 

I t  may not be at the rate that will satisfy everybody, but I think that we are 
making an attempt to get into home ownership and of cou rse this whole discussion 
keeps going back and fo rth as to what we should be doing in the total area of 
housing . M r . Fo r rest may well want to comment on what went on in the past. 
I cannot , I am not knowledgeable about it . I would suggest that if we were to 
make a cash outlay to X numbe r of people in the  amounts that the Membe r has 
indicated it would requi re a conside rable amount of funding, if it we re to be 
done in one year  or  ove r a pe riod of years . 
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MR . FORREST :  Thank you, Mr. Mccallum. I cannot disagree with the Member in 
her drive for home ownership, because I come from the same background. You 
remove a person's dignity and pride when they are in social housing . You also 
add to the Government of the Northwest Territories a cost of  between 30 and 
35 per cent more in maintenance than if  it were owned by the private person . 
Maybe the Northwest Territories history does not belong to the past, but I 
sincerely say to you that if  this government is serious in home ownership then 
three things must happen; an awareness of  what home 'ownership is, a 
responsibility to that, necessary money, but most important the necessary 
guidance . 

We have had some rather disastrous situations in home ownership in the 
beginning whereby we make the money available but the individuals spend in 
excess of  double the amount o f  money for that house and that has come back to 
roost and come back to haunt us. So, therefore, if  these three things do not 
go in parallel then chaos results and what have we achieved? We have achieved 
nothing. So whilst I do not disagree with the comments made , these three things 
must be taken into account and we must be directed. Thank you . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Did you wish to comment further, Ms. Cournoyea? 

Grant Should Be Made Attractive 

MS. COURNOYEA : I think I have said what I had to say and all I was saying i s  
that I really believe that we spend too much time on accepting programs and 
direction because it fits someplace else. I believe that in our area we were 
going in one direction and because this direction was proposed to people the 
ef forts of  individuals were thwarted and now we are going back to square one 
to teach people what we have taken away from them. I feel that this has got 
to be good thinking within the Housing Corporation to try to eliminate some 
of  that and at the same time be a little bit more broad in putting people 
into heavy  mortgages, because I am maintaining that you could build probably 
the same amount of houses and I do not think it is going to cost all this extra 
amount by giving people a grant. Obv i ously people are going  to have to pay 
something, but the option has to be there and the opt i on should not be just 
$ 3000, $ 4000. r think it has to be much more attractive and that is all I 
was r e ally try i ng to say. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Thank you, Ms. Cournoyea . Mr. Sibbeston. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr . Chairman, I was just going to make a comment too on the 
matter o f  home ownership and this sort o f  thing . I am aware of  your SSHAG, 
small settlement home assistance giant, program which is a program whereby 
people can build their own houses and the Housing Corporation helps out by 
prov i �ing $25, 000 and half of that is a forgivable loan in five years and the 
other half has got to be just paid back in five years . So you get $ 1 2 , 5 00 for 
nothing and the rest you just pay back in the course of five years. So  
to me this is the real answer to housing in the North, particularly for 
native poeple. They can make their own houses and the government helps 
them quite a bit with money and not just with money, I am aware that they will 
help out with designing it and co- ordinating and helping them with the 
construction . So I think you are launching in a new era, but I understand 
the program is quite modest. I know that in Simpson there are six houses 
being planned for this year. S o  I think you are heading in the right direction 
there. I think the program i f  possible should be expanded as quickly as possible . 

Supervising Local Housing Associations 

The other thing I wanted to say was that the idea of  local housing associations, 
I think that in theory and I suppose sometimes in practice, that is the right 
approach to dealing with housing in the communities, but I think the 
corporation has to have quite a large supervisory role in that sometimes the 
committee that handles housing in a community can become so it is not 
necessarily doing the best thing possible in alloting houses to people. I am 
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aware in Fort Simpson, as an example, that there is a committee,  a ho u sing 
committe e set up  and there are vario us pe ople on it and I am aware that the 
band co uncil in Simpson has had their conflicts with the ho using association. 
What happens so met i mes is that pe ople get on  these committe es and it happens 
that perhaps they give ho uses to some of  their relatives o r  som� of  their 
friends and it may happen that somebody who is in real ne e d  d o es not get a 
ho use. I am aware in Simpson that there are a number of persons, when yo u lo ok 
at it, who sho uld not perhaps even be  in these low rental ho uses and yet 
there are othe r pe ople who are just in absolute dire ne e d  of  ho using who just 
cannot get ho using beca use they are not relati� es or friends of the pe ople who 
are on the committe es and so yo u have some pro blems. Whereas I agre e with the 
approach of letting the local pe ople d ecid e, I think the Ho using Corporation 
sho uld st i ll exercise some supervisory control just so that things do  not get 
so terrible and unfair. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak ) :  Mr. McCallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate very much the remarks of  the 
Member. I think that we believe that we are moving towards a better program 
in all areas and I appreciate very much the concerns that he has raise d and, 
of co urse, the go o d  words towards the corporation. The Member o bvio usly 
appreciates the difficulties and has over a number of years known of  the 
difficulties involve d in the corporation in communities and there is no d o u bt 
that there a r e  difficulties associate d with the associations, b ut  again I wo uld 
agre e wholeheartedly with him that that is where the authority, that is where 
the responsibility sho u l d be in terms of a community, with people in the 
community. I am sure  that Mr , Forrest wo uld like to comment upon that as well. 

Removal Of Ine q uities In Local Ho using Associations 

MR. FORREST: Thank yo u,  Mr. Mccallum. Mr. Chairman, we kno w  that there are 
ine quities in many of  the commu nities as to friends and relat i ves re c eiving 
the best ho uses, the newest ho uses, the biggest ho uses, the best of  care,  b ut  
wo uld we not  as a corporation be  d oing a reversal and a disservice b y  
supervising ho using associations o r  whatever other agency that we have? What 
I wo uld rather suggest is that we d o  not wish t o  interf ere. We have create d 
partnerships with these pe ople. If there are ine quities and they come to o ur 
attention we off er o ur services. S everal MLA's have come to me  d uring the 
c of f e e  break and expresse d the same thing. S o  we know that this is tru e  and 
what I will suggest now is, how can the community best remove these ine quities? 
One suggestion that I have mad e  on several occasions and I assure yo u that it 
d o es work, is that members of the hamlet, settlement, or whatever co uncil are 
invite d  to sit as voting members on  the ho using authority and in all cases this 
has worke d and the ine q uities have be en remove d.  

As you know  we are attempting to and working very hard at the d evolution process 
and placing what is now o ur responsibility into the hands of  the community and 
I wo uld not wish to se e that disturb e d  or interf ere d with. I wo uld no t like to 
infringe the administration's authority and usurp the authority �f the ho using 
association, but  rather be invite d when these ine q uities happen to assist 
in straightening them o u t. I will be  spending two days next we e k  in the u pper 
reaches of  the Mackenzie Valley on this very thing and I wo uld prefer and 
suggest that this policy continu e. 
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THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tol o ganak): Mr. Nerysoo. 

Pl anning Of Housing Sites Within Communities 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO: Mr. C hairman, just a question with regard to the 
participation o f  the Housing Corporation in the pl anning, the l and pl anning or 
the community pl anning as to where new houses wil l be buil t. As you know, I wil l 
tal k about in the sense o f  Fort McPherson where over the l ast few years you have 
constructed new houses in areas where it is basical l y  muskeg and have used g ravel 
or sha l e  as padding and what it has done is basical l y  begin to shi ft as the 
seasons change I guess . I woul d real l y  l ike to know what efforts you are going 
to make, to in fact pl ay a rol e in the pl anning o f  these housing areas. 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, from a pol icy point o f  view it is our 
intention to become very cl osel y associated with the Department of  Local 
Government throug h  its division o f  town pl anning to a greater degree and obviousl y 
i n  conjunction with local housing associations and l ocal municip � l ities . 
I woul d trust that as we go al ong with a cl ose rel ationship which I think h as been 
buil ding up very wel l over the past year or two, much more so than it maybe has 
in years previous. I think we wil l then be abl e to use the expertise of  the  l ocal 
housing association, the corporation, the l ocal municipal council and the 
Department o f  Local Go vernment and pool those resources so that in point o f  fact 
we do have a proper l and use, if  you l ike, pl an or proper pl anning for the 
construction and the siting o f  housing units within any particul ar comm�nity. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tol oganak): T hank you, Hon. Mr. McCal l um. Mr. Nerysoo. 

Connecting Houses To Util idor System 

HON . R I CHARD NERYSOO: I just have one more question with regard to util idors. 
I do not know i f  you real ize the effects on moral e to community peopl e when you 
1ave government staff  housing being constructed and at the same time havin g  a 
housing association house being constructed. You attach the government staff 
housing to the util idor and refuse to in fact attach the Housing Corporation ' s  
house to t hat util idor. I woul d somehow question the answer before when you 
said that you are onl y in the  stage o f  now trying to pl an attachments of t hese 
houses. The question I woul d ask is wil l you in fact take it very seriousl y to 
a ttach these houses you are constructing ? 

HON. ARNOLD McCAL LUM: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate my col l eague's comments in 
terms of  this and I know ful l wel l the kind of feel i ng that does exist in the 
communities where this has been the practice . I, to gether with another o f  our 
collea �ues the hon. Minister for Local Government, have been and wil l be 
pursuing a l ternate methods o f  handl ing that kind o f  situation . I t  may be that 
there are other things that can be done so that it woul d stop the inequities or 
ease that kind of  inequity in particul ar communities. There are obviousl y some 
technical probl ems that woul d be invol ved in this kind o f  proposal or the  kind o f  
concepts that we woul d come up with and there have been obviousl y some technical 
probl ems associated with it in the past . I woul d ask Mr. Forrest to speak to the 
technical aspects but as a pol icy I woul d hope th at we woul d be abl e to pursue 
in conjunction with other go vernment departments the  very thing that the Minister 
is sug gesting we in fact eradicate those di fferences so that we do not continue 
to differentiate between housing units in communities and those services that 
the  occupants of  those houses receive. 



- 24 3 -

Total Plan ning Process 

MR. FORREST: Thank you, Mr. McCal l um. We often have i n  the past and  probably 
will contin ue in the f u ture to act in  isolation from other people. However, 
the Deputy Minister of Local Government, particularly town plan ning and 
lands and I,  have entered into very serio us discussion .  We have proposed 
- - and  it may be u nfair to say what I am about to say and if I am remiss, 
then I will pre- apologize, however I think it i s  necessary to a nswer the 
Member ' s  q uestion - - we have proposed to Local Government that they, Local 
Government, provide to us  u nder con tract the total pl an ning process, both 
th e master plan and the plan of subdivision for the prime purpose to prevent 
this overlap and  this isol ationist thinking in the past so that we can 
properly, not jointl y, but u nder contract ensure that the services area of 
plan ning and the physical house design plan ning are one and the same thing. 
We can not isol ate any l onger the l a nd from the building and  from the services. 
If I am premature in making this statement because it has not been officially 
concluded, then I woul d apologize to the Minister and to his Deputy Minister. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Thank you, gentl emen.  I think we have pretty 
well exhau sted the general comments. Mrs. Sorensen,  yes. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I would like gen eral agreement  then 
if we have concl uded our general commen ts to bring forth the three 
recommendations that have been made concerning the Housing Corporation by 
the standing  committee on finan ce. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tol ogan ak) : Is it agreed? 

SOME HON. MEM BER S: Agreed. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) : Go ahead. 

Motion To Endorse Principle To Encourage Home Ownership 

MRS. SORENSEN: Okay. The first one then is the standing committee on finance 
recommen dation that the Legisl ative Assembly strongly endorse the principl e 
that people shoul d be encouraged to become home owners,  particularly in  
areas where altern ate sources of fuel such as wood and coal are available, 
be approved by this Assembly. I so move, Mr. Cha i rman . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) : It has been moved that the Legislative Assembly 
strongly endorse the principle that peopl e should be encouraged to become 
home owners, particul arly in  areas where alternate sources of fuel such as 
wood and coal are availabl e. To the motion .  Mrs. Sorensen .  

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank  you, Mr. Chairman. The standing committee on finance 
realizes that this is a policy of the Housing Corporation .  However, I think 
that it is important that this Hou se has a statement that is put forth 
concerning home ownership. The meeting in the fall that was held in  the 
Keewatin by the Housing Corporation indicated that peopl e at least in that 
region were very concerned about home ownership and were very interested 
in pursuing that objective. We all know that the l ess one is dependent  on  
government the better and a move to this principl e of l ess dependency 
can begin I think with home ownership. It is u nderstood by the finance 
committee, however, that al ong with home ownership, particul arl y above the 
tree line, must come recognition that a utility subsidy of some sort has to 
be instituted. I might note that a utility subsidy at l east to our way of 
thinking wo ul d not necessarily be wel fare. We certainl y do not cal l it 
welfare when we provide a utility subsidy for our government staffing, for 
instance. 
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I n  conclusion, Mr . Chairman, it was the finance committee's opinion that 
th i s  House again should support the move  to home ownership in the North : 
that home ownersh i p  i s  atta i nable if support is g i ven and finally that t his 
House would be respond i ng to the already voiced w i shes of the people we 
represent if we were to pass th i s  motion which would then become this 
House's statement regard i ng home ownership in the North. Thank you. 

THE CHAIR MAN (Mr. Tologanak ) :  Any discussion? Hon . Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTER S: Mr. Cha i rman, I th i nk the statement of pr i nciple i s  a 
very good one. I would just l i ke to have the assurance of the mover that 
when she says that there should be encouragement of home ownersh i p  in 
those areas in which alternate sources of fuel such as wood and coal are 
available that th i s  i s  not a dimin i shment of the current object i ves of this 
government, as was expressed by Mr. Forrest yesterday, to develop with the 
federal government a universal fuel and power subs i dy in all resident i al 
buildings in the Northwest Terr i tories. So I would hope that the motion does 
not weaken or diminish the existing objective of both the corporation and 
the government. 

Motion Amended 

I would l i ke to see the word i n  the second paragraph " encouraged " changed 
and the word " ass i sted " used. I think that the hon. Member from the 
Western Arcti c made an excellent point and the encouragement has to be much 
more than advertisements or words. There has to be some fiscal assistance. 
I think the word " encouraged " as used there is a weak word and I would l i ke 
to see i t  removed and I would move that it be deleted and the word " assisted " 
be i nserted in its place . I move that amendment to the motion. 

THE CHAIR MAN (Mr. Tologanak ) : Any further discuss i on? There is an amendment 
to the mot i on to delete the word " encouraged " and replace that with 
"ass i sted " .  I w i ll read it now again. "That the Legislative Assembly 
strongly endorse the principle that the people should be assisted to become 
home owners part i cularly i n  areas where alternate sources of fuel such as 
wood and coal are available. " Any discussion ? Hon. Mr. Braden. 

HON. GEORGE B RADEN: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. I am wondering if the chairman 
of the standing committee could indicate why they must use wood and coal . 

THE CHAIR MAN (Mr. Tologanak ) :  Mr. Braden, would you speak up, please? 

HON. GEORGE B RADEN: Could we have the standing committee chairman indicate 
why they use wood and coal as criteria? 

THE CHAIR MAN (Mr. Tologanak ) :  That is not speaking to the amendment, 
Mr. Braden. 

HON. G E O RGE B RADEN: I stand corrected. 

THE CHAIR MAN (Mr. Tologanak) : To the amendment. Are you ready for the 
question? 

SOME HON. MEMBE R S: Quest i on. 
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To the motion as amended . All those in favour? 

HON . ROB ERT H. MacQUARR I E :  Do we have a chance for discussion? 

TH E CHA IRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : am sorry . any further discussion? Mr. MacQuarrie. 

HON . ROBERT H .  MacQUARR I E : Yes, Mr. Chairman, I will change that motion . As a 
matter of principle I am simply not persuaded �hat individual detached home 
ownership is a necessary goal for human beings . I think that there any many 
occasions, situations where collective ownership of lodging is a reasonable 
approach to providing accommodation and particularly so in the North where we 
now face very high costs for fuel and power . I just feel that I cannot vote in 
favour of it. 

T HE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Mr. Braden. 

HON . G EORGE BRAD EN: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. Could the chairman of the standing 
committee on finance indicate to the House why wood and coal are the only two 
alternate sources of fuel identified? 

T H E  C HA IRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) :  Mrs . Sorensen? 

MRS . SORENS EN: Thank you, Mr . Chairman . Wood and coal were simply the two 
alternate sources that we thought of at the time that were readily available in 
some areas within the Northwest Territories. With these sources we could move into 
home ownership with relative ease immediately, rather than wait for other sources 
to be developed or studies that wou l d have to support other sources being used 
in the Northwes t Territories. That was simply the only reason . 

T HE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) :  To the motion . Mr . Pudluk . 

MR . PU DLUK : (Translation) Mr . Chairman, I would like to speak some more about 
coal . Coal could only be used above the tree line . Is there a study going to 
be made of how much coal is available in the North? Not all the communities 
have the coal . Do you think there would be enough for the whole Territories 
if i t  was to be used, especially where there are no trees in the North? That is 
the only question I have . 

TH E  CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : Mr . Pudluk, the motion states " in areas where 
an alternative source of fuel" and it  says " where it is available " .  

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Yes . 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : To the motion. 

SOME  HON . MEMBE RS: Question . 

Motion To Endorse Principle To Encourage Home Ownership, Carried As Amended 

T H E  CHA IRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : The q uestion being called . All those in favour 
to the motion as amended, that the Legislative Assembly strongly endorse the 
principle that the people should be assisted to become home owners, particularly 
in areas where alternate sources of fuel such as wood and coal are available. 
Please indi cate by raising your hand, all those in favour . Down . Opposed? 
The motion is carried as amended . 

- --Carried 

Mrs . Sorensen . 
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Motion To Construct Smaller Houses 

MRS. SORENSEN: Than k you, Mr. Chairman. The second recommendation then: 
I move that the standing committee on finance recommendation that in the 
interests of energy conservation smaller houses be constructed by the Housing 
Corporation and that wood-b urning as a s upplement be encouraged where possible 
be approved by this Assembly. 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) :  It has been moved that in the interests of energy 
conservation smaller houses be constructed by the Housing Corporation and that 
wood-burning as a supplement be encouraged where possible -- be encouraged by 
this Assembly. To the motion. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN : Yes, briefly, Mr. Chairman. The recommendation as Mr. McCal l um 
has pointed out is already well under way with the new building designs which 
we have all had a chance to see. However, again the finance committee sees the 
acceptance of this recommendation by this Legislature as this Assembly ' s  statement . 
I f  it is in support of a direction the Housing Corporation is already tak i ng 
then, all the better. T han k you.  

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : Mr. MacQuarrie. 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQ UARRIE: can see that this recommendation is a logical 
conseq uence of the one before it, but  if you are going to build detached units 
that some measure has to be taken but  this is a lamentable measure. I wou ld 
assume that the Housing Corporation researched the amount of room that was 
required for comfortable living by people and, therefore , I could not support 
any move to make that �mount of space smaller. I would have to recommend that 
imaginative, multi-unit dwellings or some other method be used to conserve 
energy. I will vote against the recommendation, but I certainly support the 
latter part of it, that where possible wood-b urning be encou raged. 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : Mr. Butters. 

HON.  TOM BUTTERS : Mr . Chairman, if I might use your good offices and direct a 
question through you to the chairman of the standing committee on finance. 
The hon. Member for Yellowknife South mentioned that she, and I assume all 
Members of her committee, did examine the drawings that were passed around the 
other day and in view o f  that opportunity to examine those drawings were committee 
Members satisfied that that plan meets the intent of this motion and were Members 
of the committee satisfied with the plan that they saw provided to us? 

THE CHAIRMA N (Mr. Tologanak) : Mrs . Sorensen . 

MRS. SOREN SEN : Since I have seen the plans I have not had a meeting of the 
finance committee, but generally it is my opinion that they were in support of 
the plans that were sent around. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) :  Mr . Wah - Shee . 

Consultation With The People Necessary 

HON. JAMES WAH-S HEE : Mr. Chairman, I would li ke to address a question to the 
chairman of the finance committee . would hope that this part i cular motion 
will not restrict the su ggestion that I made to the Northwest Territories 
Housing Corporation that they intend to hold regional housing conferences with 
their community organizations and that the purpose of such a conference is to 
review the existing housing programs and also to review the existing housing 
designs. So I would hope that this motion would not restrict them to direct 
the Housing Corporation to build wood- burning houses on a smaller scale, but  
I think that that kind of  thing should be discussed in consultation with the 
people so that they co uld review the various designs . This is what I am 
concerned about with this motion, that it is going to direct the Housing 
Corporation in regard to the size of houses and to have wood-burning as a f uel 
you do not necessarily req uire a smaller house. So that is the concern that I 
have with this particular motion. 



l 

1,..,-

I 

- 2 4 7 -

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : M rs. So rensen . 

Motion Re worded 

MRS. SORENSEN : I t  is my unde rstanding that I cannot amend a motion that I 
p resent, but may I just suggest that we could say following " smalle r houses" 
in the first line of the motion, " . . .  in consultation with the communities be 
constructed by the Housing Cor po ration. " 

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak ) :  M r. Ne rysoo. 

HON . R I CHARD N ERYSOO : Yes, I would not suggest that this House sort of dete rmine 
the structu re of housing and that we allow the communities to determine that 
themsel ves , because as the hon. Membe r f rom Rae-Lac la Martre mentioned it is 
not necessa rily a requi rement that a house be small in o rde r to be heated by 
wood . The othe r thing is that the t rend I believe is that communities a re in 
fact looking at large r  housing because of the family sizes . So I woul d hes i tate 
to vote in favour  of the motion. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : M r. Butte rs . 

HON. TOM BUTT ERS : M r . Cha i rman , afte r hea ring the discussion I thin k that I will 
vot2 against the motion, especially because of the use of the word "smalle r" . I 
think we could sup port and di rect the Housing Cor poration to move in the a rea of  
de veloping ene rgy conse r ving homes which may mean thicke r walls, but with the si ze 
I th i nk that we should b� very conce rned about it because p robably as many other  
Me m be rs  know 1, h en you go i n t·o a th re  e bed room ho u s e an d you w i l l f i n d th a t th e 
numbe r of people who are occupying it a re o robably double the numbe r for whom 
it was designed, so I would agree with the othe r Membe rs who have spoken relati ve  
to the si ze, that we should not fo rce this di rection on the Housing Cor poration . 
We should allow the communities and the people inte rested and conce rned about 
house planning and  development to dete rm i ne what ty pe of structu re they wish for 
thei r community and which will se r ve them and thei r families best . 

THE CHA I RMAN ( M r .  Tologanak ) :  Any further discussion ? To the motion . 
M r. Patte rson . 

I n  The I nte rest Of Economy 

MR . PATT E R SON: I thought the mot i on j ust generally urged the cor poration to 
conside r that small i s  beautiful and we are not saying they cannot build bigger 
houses. We a re just saying if they a re going to bu i ld bigge r houses, let them 
cont rol the size as much as possible in the inte rest of economy. I have always 
obse r ved that p articularly in the Easte rn Arctic - - where most of the people who 
l i ve the re and who occup y  public housing a re I nuit - - I nuit do build thei r own 
houses and by the way it s houl d be known that many I nuit do build their own 
houses in out post camps . The re a re many owne r-built, owne r-occupied houses in 
the Easte rn Arctic. Those quammaks a re always much smalle r  than any unit in 
publ i c  housing because people a re sho rte r on the ave rage than the houses des igned 
by non-nati ves. So I do not see any g reat p roblem with voting for this motion 
on the unde rstanding that i t  is a value that is being talked about . The value 
i s  economy and the beauty of economy and economies of scale and that is why I 
cannot get upset about the wo rding of the motion . I will vote for it . Thank you. 

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr . Tologan ak ) : Any fu rthe r discussion relative to the motion ? 
A re you ready fo r the question ? 

SOM E  HON. M E M B E RS : Question . 
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Mo tion To Cons truct Smaller Houses, Carried 

TH E  CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : I will read the mo tion here for a bet ter under
s tanding of i t. This Assembly recommen ds that in the interes ts of energy 
conservation smalle r houses be cons tructed by the Housin g Corporation and that 
wood burning as a supplemen t be encouraged where possible. All those in favour 
please indicate by raising your hand. Down. Opposed? Keep them up , please. 
Could we have those hands up again, please? The mot 1 on is carried. 

- - -Carried 

Mrs. Sorensen. 

Motion To Encourage Lower Energy Consump tion 

MRS . S OR ENS EN :  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The third recommendation then reads: 
I move that the s tanding commi t tee on finance recommendation that a concerted 
effort be made to encourage and, if necessary, enforce lower energy consumption 
by tenants of public housing be approved by this Assembly. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Mrs. Sorensen, rather than say t he finance 
commi t tee did you mean the Legisl ative Assembly? 

MRS . SORENS EN : No. mean the standing co.mmit tee on finance ' s  recommendation . 
I read the recommendation then asked that i t  be app roved , 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): see. I need a copy of of the motion. 

MRS . S ORENSEN : Would you like me to rephrase that? 

TH E CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Yes. 

MRS. S OR ENS EN: mo ve that this Legislative Assembly recommPnd that a concerted 
effort be made to encourage and , if necessary, enforce lower energy consumption 
by tenan ts of public housing. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : I t  h as been moved that this Assembly recommen d 
that a concerted effort be made to encourage and, if necessary, enforce lower 
energy consumption by tenants of public housing. To the motion. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, M r. Chairman. Again I will be brief. Our deficit 
we have been told is because of the increased cost of utilities and remember 
our defici t is $1 3. 9 5  million for 1 98 0 - 8 1 .  We are in the m·idst  of at tempting 
to ob tain extraordinary funding from the fe deral government to pay for these 
increased costs so the finance commit tee feels that  i t  is important  that this 
Assembly be seen to be doing all in i ts power to ensure that power and fuel are 
as wisely used as possible in al l our gove Pnment housing. If we are not doing 
e very thing we can in the North to conserve energy, then is i t  not true that the 
federal government coul8 poin t to that as one reason for ques tioning the amoun t 
of our utili ties deficit? I might add that we are making the same recommend a tion 
wi th regard to staff housing. 

HON. TO M BUTTERS: Hear, hear ! 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Hon. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Motion Amende d 

HON. ROB ERT H. MacQUARRIE: I would like to move an amendment ,  Mr. Chairman. 
It  is subs tan tial and perhaps you will not find it  in order but I will ask you 
to hear i t  anyway. That  the Housing Corporation de vise a policy that ensures 
the responsible use of energy by tenants of public housing. 
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TH E CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  T o l o ganak ) :  T h ank you. 

H ON .  ROB ERT H .  MacQUARR I E :  W ou l d you  l ike me to repeat it? That the H ousing 
Corporation de vise a po l icy that ensures the responsib l e  use of  energy b y  tenants 
of pu b l ic housing . 

TH E CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Tol oganak ) :  Thank you . 

H ON .  ROB E RT H .  MacQUARRI E :  Since that is not yet seconded, a thought just 
occurred to me . I am sorry. 

Amendment Ruled  Out Of Order 

THE CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  To l o gana k ) :  Mr . MacQuarrie, your amendment seems to change a 
bit to o much the meaning o f  the o rigina l motion. 

HON . ROB ERT H .  MacQ UARRI E : accept that, Mr . Chairman . 

TH E C HA IRMAN ( Mr. T o l o ganak ) : Y ou might want to put that out as a separate 
m otion . T o  the mo tion . Ms . Co urnoyea. 

MS .  COURNOY EA : Just a c l arification to whoever is in order, the m otion or  the 
amen d ment t o  the motion, in the motion it on l y  re l ated to  pub l ic housing and I 
think we are a b i t  amiss because we have renta l ho using,  pub l ic ho using and the 
H ousing C orporation a l so  l o oks after some apartment bui l dings and perhaps the 
motion shou l d take into consideration all housing under the jurisdiction of this 
c orporation . I am just suggesting that perhaps whoever is in order at this time 
co uld  reword the motion to  take into c onsideration the other aspects of the 
H o u sing  Corporation. 

TH E CHA IRMAN ( Mr. T o l oganak ) : Wo uld yo u l ike to mo ve an amendment, Ms. Cournoyea? 

MS . COURNOY EA : Where are we, at the m otion or  the amendment? Did you sug gest 
Mr . MacQuarrie was out of order? 

T H E  C HA IRMAN ( Mr. To l oganak ) :  The amend ment was rejected. 

Further Amendment T o  Motion 

It was not in order. 

MS . COURNOY EA: I think I have it now. That a concerte d effort be made to 
encourage and if necessary enforce l ower energy consumption by tenants of a l l 
ho using under the ju risdiction of the Northwest Territo ries H ousing Corporation . 

TH E C HA IRMAN ( Mr. To l oganak): The amendment reads : This Assemb l y  recommends 
that a concerted effort be made to encourage and , if necessary, enforce l ower 
energy consumption by ten a nts o f  a l l housing under the jurisdiction of  the 
No rthwest Territories H ousing Corpo ration. To the amendment . Ms . Cournoyea . 

SOME  HON .  M E MB E RS : Question . 

MS . COURNOY EA : The amendment to ok in the need to include housing p r ograms that 
were l eft out under the H ousing  Corpo ration. 

T H E CHA IRMAN ( Mr. T o l o gana k ) :  To the amendment . 

SOME  HON .  M E MB E RS : Q uestion. 

TH E CHA IRMAN ( Mr. T o l o gana k ) :  The q uestion has been cal l ed.  Mr. MacQ uarrie . 

HON. ARNOLD Mc CA L L UM :  May I just have a point of c l arification on that on 
beha l f of the corporat t on? 

TH E C HA IRMAN ( Mr .  T o l o ganak ) : Yes. 
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HON. ARNOL D McCALLUM : As I unde rstand the motion, the motion is that the Assemb l y  
instruct the corporation to make a conce rted effort to encou rage and, if necessary, 
enforce l owe r ene rgy consumption by tenants in a l l socia l housing or  words to that 
effect. Is that co r rect, si r? 

T H E  CHAIRMAN (Mr. To l oganak): Yes. They recommend that. 

To Encourage O r  Enforce 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM : If I may, M r. Chai rman, cou l d I just ask a question of 
the Assemb l y? Do y ou want us then to enforce it? Do you want us to encou rage 
it? I unde rstand it says both, but if you say " encourage " ,  we can do that by 
an educational p rocess, by dea l ing with housing associations, but are you saying 
now the corporation is to instruct the housing associations to enfo rce l owe r 
ene rgy consumption? I trust that Membe rs are awa re of the consequences when you 
say " enforce " .  Are y ou saying that housing associations now have the author i ty 
to cut off fue l supp l ies to those particu l a r  units ,  to cut off e l ectrica l ?  

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. To l oganak ) :  As I understand the amendment, the amended motion 
encou rages but it is a recommendation. It reads: This Legis l ati ve Assemb l y  
recommends that a conce rted effo rt be made to encourage and, if necessary, 
enforce l owe r ene rgy consumption by tenants of a l l housing unde r the jurisdiction 
of the Northwest Te r ritories Housing Corpo ration. M r. Mcca l l um, i t  i s  on l y  a 
recommendation. 

HON .  ARNOLD McCALLUM: I appreciate it is a recommendation but in effect you a re 
recommending the corpo ration to enforce cutting off fue l and uti l ities if they 
exceed such a standard . I do not know what that standard is going to be . I have 
no difficu l ty with this if you are saying you peoo l e, this Assemb l y  or  this 
committee in te rms of an assemb l y  if the recommendation from this committee is 
accepted by the House in forma l  session, that I have no difficu l ty in passing 
that a l ong, but remembe r we are dea l ing with l oca l h ousing associations and you 
a re going to ask an individua l o r  a housing association in a community to take 
the action of cutting off uti l ities? You a re recommending that we do that and 
I have no difficu l ty recommending it, but it is a l l for one and one for a l l in 
that we a l l ag reed on this. 

THE C HAIRMAN (Mr. To l oganak ) :  Cou l d I as k  M r s .  So rensen to exp l ain the f i nance 
committee ' s  position on the wording? 

Inadequate Housing 

MRS.  SORENSE N: I might counte r what M r. McCa l l um has been saying by say i ng,  
is not the rea l reason that you are upset about this recommendation, the fact 
that you know that peop l e a l l ac ross the No rth are now l iving in Housing 
Co rpo ration accommodation right now that is not adequate, that is poor l y  
insu l ated wi l l sc ream b l oody murde r  when this is b rought into being and that 
you know this wi l l create a p rob l em for your Housing Corporation? We are t rying 
to force this because we be l ie ve . . .  

T H E  CHAIRMAN (Mr. To l oganak): M rs. Sorensen, can you exp l ain the motion, p l ease? 
The word " enfo rce " . 

MRS. SORENSEN: As we unde rstand i t  o r  as the finance committee discussed , we 
have to ca l l a spade a spade in the No rth. Peop l e have to accept resp onsi bi l ity 
fo r home owne rship and for uti l ities and the re can be acceptab l e  rates estab l ished 
and a l ong with the acceptab l e  rates goes an unde r s tanding of what it means not to 
pay the bi l l s. The re is socia l assistance for those who cannot pay the i r bi l l s ,  
but I think we discussed this in the finance committee. We fee l it is necessa ry  
for peop l e  to have the responsibi l ity for thei r own l i ves , and enforcement of 
ru l es is part of that responsibi l ity. 



- 2 51 -

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Tol oganak): Mr. Mccal l um, do you have a copy of the actual 
motion and  expl anation underneath of the recommendations? 

HON . ARNOL D McCALLUM: Mr . Chairman ,  I am readin g  from the report of the standing  
committee on finance under the housin g  item seven . I do not know whether you 
accepted the amen dment of Mr. MacQuarrie - - n o, you did not .  I take it you are 
acceptin g  the amendment that Ms. Cournoyea put forth, is that correct? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) :  We are speaking t� the amendmen t  now .  Mr. McCal l um ,  
your point  is well taken .  If Members wish to speak to the amendment and  once the 
discussion is over then  another Member can move a further amendment  if they wish 
to cl arify this . To the amen dment . Mr. MacQuarrie. 

HON. ROBERT H .  MacQUARR IE: 
amendmen t. 

am sorry, I wanted to speak to the original 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Tol oganak): Mr . Eval uarjuk, just to the amen dmen t. 

Repairin g  I nadequatel y Buil t Houses 

MR . EVALUARJUK:  ( Transl ation )  Mr. Chairman,  I do not have much to say to the 
amendment, but I woul d l ike it to be cl arified about enforcing  about the concern 
for energy. It seems that some of these houses are not going  to be repaired at 
al l but it is not going  to hel p the energy consumption at al l ,  especial l y  in  the 
Eastern Arctic where we have l ong  col d winters. I woul d real l y  l ike the motion 
to read that houses . . .  

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) : ( Transl ation) Mr . Eval uarjuk, this refers to both 
types of housing. 

MR . EVALUARJUK :  (Transl ation) Mr. Chairman,  I think I grasp it now, but I took 
it that when we are tryin g  to conserve energy that we wil l have to l ive with 
these houses and I think I just misun derstood that part . 

THE CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Tol oganak) :  To the amendment . Mr. Nerysoo . 

HON . R ICHAR D NERYSOO : Mr . Chairman ,  I just wan ted to poi n t  out that it woul d 
be okay to encourage peopl e to save energy but the probl em l ies when you are 
trying  to en force pol icies that do not even exist . 

THE CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Tol oganak) : Mr . Nerysoo , to the amendment. 

HON . R ICHARD NERYSOO: Forget it. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Tol oganak) : Any further discussion on the amendment? 
Mr . Stewart . 

MR . STEWART : Thank you, Mr. Chairman .  To the amendment, basical l y  the problem 
here as far as I can see is that al though there is a footnote on the paper that 
we have relative to the amendment or to the motion,  the motion itsel f does not 
cl earl y indicate that you are going  to l ower excessive energy consumption. 
It just says l ower energy consumption which in  itsel f is certainl y not expl icit, 
so I th i nk wi thout the  word " excessive " in there we are no  further ahead . 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) :  Mr . Stewart, we are not tal kin g  about energy. 
We are tal king about changing  the wording  to al l housing  under the jurisdiction 
of the Northwest Terri tories Housin g  Corporation .  

HON. ROBERT H .  MacQUARR IE: A point of  order, Mr . Chairman. Woul d you read 
the amendment so that i t  is very cl ear to everybody precisel y what the amen dment 
is and maybe peopl e wil l address themsel ves to it? 
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THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) : This Legisl ative Assembl y recommends that a 
concerted e ffort be made to encourage and if necessary enforce l ower energy 
consumption by tenants of al l housing under the jurisdiction of the Northwest 
Territories Housing Corporation. What we have changed here are t·he words " publ ic 
housing "  to "al l housing" and that under the jurisdiction of the Northwest 
Territories Housing Corporation. To the amendment. Mr. Curl ey. 

MR.  CU RLEY : Mr. Chai rman, I woul d just l ike to indicate that I wil l oppose this 
motion or amendment. It is just simpl y the fact th�t energy costs in the Eastern 
Arctic are beyond the tenants ' abil ity to pay and if they were to be enforced I 
do not think our peopl e in the Eastern Arctic . . .  

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) :  Mr. Curl ey , to the amendment. 

M R. CUR LEY: Expl ain the darn thing so that we know what we are tal king about ! 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) :  Question. 

S OME HON. MEMBERS:  The question. 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr . Tol oganak) : Al l those in favour of the amendment . Do you 
wish me to read it again? 

AN HON. MEMBER : Yes. 

Further Amendment , Carried 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) : This Legisl ative Assembl y recommends that a 
concerted effort be made to encourage and if necessary enforce l ower energy 
consumption by tenants of all housing under the jurisdiction of the Northwest 
Territories Housing Corporation. The amendment is from -- we have changed the 
word " publ ic" to " al l "  and entered the words " under the jurisdiction of the 
Northwest Territories Housing Corporation. " The question being cal l ed .  Al l 
those in favour of the amendment pl ease indicate by raising your hand . High . 
Opposed? The amendment is carried. 

---Carried 

To the motion as amended. Mr. Stewart . 

Further Amendment To Motion 

MR.  STEWA RT: Mr. Chairman, I propose an amendment, the addition of the word 
"excessive " after the word l ower , " l ower excessive energ y  consumption" . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak) : We have another amendment on the fl oor and I wil l 
read it. Th i s  Assembl y recommends that a concerted effort be made to encourage  
and if  necessary enforce l ower excessive energy consumption by  tenants of al l 
housing under the jurisdiction of the Northwest Territories Housing Corporation. 
Mr. Stewart , woul d you pl ease expl ain? 

MR.  STEWA RT : Yes. It is my desire to indicate by this motion that we reco gnize 
that there is a necessity for X number of kil owatts per month to be used in a 
house. That there is a requirement for X number of gal l ons of diesel fuel to 
heat a house and that these amounts wil l vary depending upon the l ocation of the 
house ; the condition of the house. These types of things woul d have to be taken 
into consideration , so that it woul d not be a bl anket number of kil owatts nor a 
bl anket number of gal l ons of fuel , but the tenant woul d onl y be expected to pay 
over an excessive use. In other words , if they wanted to l eave both the doors 
open and the windows open and heat al l of the Northwest Territories we are not 
prepared to pay for it. Or if they want to l eave every l ight on in the house 
24 hours a day we are not prepared to pay for that either. I think there are 
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quite a number of the houses in my area where just exactly this happens and this 
is the type  of thing where you can save a lot of money, but I do not think we 
are trying to take away or make people pay for normal use of electricity nor the 
normal use of heat. 

--- Applause 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Tologanak) :  Would you ph rase your amendment, please, 
Mr. Stewart? 

MR. ST E WART : I beg your pardon? 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Tologanak) :  Would you rephrase your amendment then? 

MR. STEWART : Well actually it re qui res, I did that in very much of a hurry with 
just the  word " excessive " , that a concerted effort be made to encourage and if 
necessary enforce the use of excessive energy consumption of tenants of p ubli� 
housing . . . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Just whil e we are waiting I have been asked to 
mention to the  House that some of the Members would like to go to the bank . 
Mr . Stewart. 

MR . S TEWART: Mr . Ch airman , in view of the hour I move that we report progress . 

SOME HON . MEM BERS : Agreed . 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Tologanak) :  Is it the wish of the House for me to report 
progress to the Speaker?  

SOME HON. MEM BERS : Agreed . 

TH E CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Tologanak) : Is that unanimous? 

HON. ROBERT H .  MacQU ARRIE: No, it is not unanimous, Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. To l oganak) : Those in favour of reporting progress please 
indicate by raising  your h an d .  Up, up , up. Against? T he  motion is carried 
and I wi l l report progress to the Speaker. T hank you . 

MR . S PEAKER: Mr . Tologanak. 

REPORT O F  T HE COM MITTEE O F  THE WHOLE O F  BI L L  l- 80 ( 1) : AP PROPRIATION OR DINANCE, 
1 980 - 81 

MR . TOLOGANAK: Mr . Speaker, after another confusing meeting your committee has 
met to consider Bill l - 80(1) and wishes to report progress. 

MR. S PEAKER : T hank you , Mr. To l oganak . 

- - -Applause 

Mr. C l erk , announcements and orders of the day , pl ease . 

HON . ARNOL D McCAL LUM: Mr . Speaker, if I may have the indulgence of the  House 
for a moment . Yesterday Mr . Stewart asked us for certain information dealing 
with the Housing Corporation . I wonder if it may be in order that I have that 
distribu ted , that information? I have it now for Members. I realize we are 
coming back on Monday but maybe Members would like to look at it over the weekend. 
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M R . S P EA K E R : P l e a s e  d o  s o , M r . M c C a l l u m ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  n o t  6 : 0 0 o ' c l o c k . 

H O N . A R N O L D  M c C A L L U M : I h a v e  i t  r i g h t  h e re t o  b e  p a s s e d  a r o u n d . T h a n k y o u . 

M R . S P EA K E R :  Y e s , M r . C l e r k ,  a n n o u n c e m e n t s a n d  o r d e r s o f  t h e  d a y , p l e a s e . 

C L E R K  O F TH E H O U S E  ( M r . R e m n a n t ) : A n n o u n c e m e n t s . M e m b e r s w i  1 1  h a v e  re c e i v e d  
me mo r a n d a  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c a u c u s m e e t i n g  a t  1 0 : 0 0 a . � . , M o n d a y , F e b r u a ry t h e  1 1 t h 
i n  K a t i m i v a k  A a n d  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  s t a n d i n g c o mm i t t e e  o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  b e  
h e l d  a t  9 : 3 0 a . m . , T u e s d a y , F e b r u a r y t h e  1 2 t h  a l s o  i n  K a t i m i v a k  A .  

I T E M N O . 1 3 :  O R D E R S O F T H E D A Y  

O r d e r s o f  t h e  d a y , F e b r u a r y 1 1 ,  1 9 8 0 , 1 : 0 0  o ' c l o c k  p . m . , a t  t h e  E x p l o r e r H o t e l .  

l .  P r a y e r 

2 .  C o n t i n u i n g  R e p l i e s t o  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s A d d r e s s  

3 .  O r a l  Q u e s t i o n s  

4 .  Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  Re t u r n s  

5 .  Pe t i t i o n s  

6 .  T a b l i n g o f  D o c u m e n t s  

7 .  R e p o r t s  o f  S tan d i n g  a n d  S p e c i a l C o m m i t t e e s  

8 .  N o t i ces  o f  M o ti o n  

9 .  M o t i o n s : M o t i o n  9 - 8 0 ( 1 ) 

1 0 .  C o n si de r a t i o n  i n  C o m m i t t ee o f  t h e W h o l e o f  Bi l l s , Re c o m me n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
L e g i s l at i ve Assem b l y  a n d  Ot her  Mat te rs ; B i l l s  l - 8 0 ( 1 ) ,  2 - 8 0 ( 1 ) ,  3 - 8 0 ( 1 ) ,  
4 - 8 0 ( l ) , 5-8 0  ( 1  ) , 1 8 - 8 0 ( 1 ) 

l l .  T hi rd Read i ng o f  B i l l s  

12. As sent  t o  B i l l s  

1 3 . O r d e rs of the Day 

MR . S PEAKER : A poin t o f  c l arif i catio n , M r .  C l e r k, t he m o tio n t h a t  w i l l  c o me u p  
on Mon day, I n o ti ce y ou stated  Mot i on 9 - 8 0( 1  ) ,  i s  t h a t  i n  r e spec t t o  ter m s  o f  
refe rence -- yes, I n o tice i n  t h e  copy  t hat I had rece i ved  -- i t i s  n u m b e r e d  
M o tion 8 -80( 1 )  and I t hin k  mistaken l y. Wou l d you p l ease c h e c k  t h a t ?  A s  l o n g  
as it is underst ood t hat t hat is the  moti o n . T hat l ooks l i k e  t h e  bu sin e s s f o r  
the day then .  

T his House wi l l  stand ad j ourned unt i l 1 : 00  o'cl ock p. m. , Feb r u a ry 1 1 , 1 9 8 0, 
at the Exp l ore r Hote l . 

-- -ADJOURNMENT 
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