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YELLOWKN IFE, NORTHWEST TER� ITOR IES 

FR IDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1980 

Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. Georg e Braden, Hon. Tom Butters, Mr. Curley, 
Ms. Cournoyea, Mr. Evaluarjuk, Mr. Fraser, Hon. Arnold McCallum, Mr. McLaug hlin, 
Hon. Robert H. MacQuarrie, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Noah, Mr. Patterson, 
Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Sayine, Mr. Sibbeston, Mrs. Sorensen, Mr. Tologanak, 
Hon. James Wah-Shee 

ITEM NO. l: PRAYER 

--- Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Robert H. MacQuarrie): Members will know that this afternoon is 
an historic occasion. The ITC, Inuit Tapirisat of Canada which has offered a 
political development position which calls for the establishment of Nunavut, 
an Eastern Arctic territory separate from the present Northwest Territories, 
asked some time ago for the opportunity to present its position to this House 
and Members agreed that they should appear today, February 22nd. I have the 
honour to tell you that the delegation is present in the House now and I will 
exercise my prerog ative as Speaker and introduce them to you. The head of 
the delegation is Thomas Suluk, land claims project director. 

---Applause 

Introduction Of Witnesses 

Others in the delegation are assistant land claims project director, Allen 
Maghagak; leg al counsel for ITC, John Merritt; Peter Allareak who is the president 
of the Keewatin Inuit Association. I believe he is not here at the moment. 
I do not see Simon Awa, president of the Baffin Reg ion Inuit Association either, 
but I believe that he will be here. I think that is Simon just entering at 
the present time. Simon Awa, president of the Baffin Region Inuit Association. 

---Applause 

They will of course be appearing as witnesses in committee of the whole a 
little later. This afternoon as well I have a message from the hon. Member 
for Keewatin South, Tagak Curley: Mr. Speaker and Members, I wish to take 
this opportunity to let you know why I am absent this early Friday afternoon. 
Travel schedule has allowed me to take a flight from Churchill to Yellowknife. 
If all goes well I will see you later this Friday afternoon, 22nd February, 1980. 
To those members of ITC I wish to welcome you to this Assembly as you make your 
historic presentation in the territorial Legislative Assembly to explain your 
position with respect to land claims and constitutional development. Yours 
sincerely, Tagak Curley, MLA, Keewatin South. 
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Of course all of us in this House extend a similar welcome to you here this 
afternoon. I would also like to call to the attention of Members another small 
delegation that is in this House as well. Ever since 1972 when I led a 
delegation of high school students from across the Northwest Territories to an 
Interchange on Canadian Studies in Calgary, ever since that time high scho?l 
students from all across the Northwest Territories have attended Interchange 
meetings once a year in various Canadian cities. In this year of 1980, 
Yellowknife has been chosen to host the 1980 Interchange on Canadian Studies 
and there will be high school students coming from all across Canada to 
Yellowknife in the last week of April and the first part of May. 

Recognition Of Interchange On Canadian Studies Officials 

The executive directors, the executive officers of Interchange on Canadian 
Studies, res, are here this afternoon and I would like to recognize them as 
well. Ms. Diane Lapierre, president of res from Sainte Foy, Quebec. Mr. Ralph 
Taylor, vice-president, ICS from Moncton, New Brunswick. Ms. Janet Driscoll, 
treasurer of ICS from St. John's, Newfoundland. Finally Mr. Maurice Bergeron 
who is the past president also from Sainte Foy, Quebec. 

---Applause 

It would be of interest to Members of this House to know as well that our own 
Deputy Sergeant-At-Arms, Mr. Harry Mayne is the national co-ordinator and will 
be the main host for that event later this year. 

Item 2, oral questions. 

Item 3, questions and returns. 

ITEM NO. 3: QUESTIONS AND RETURNS 

Mr. Patterson. 

Question 72-80(1): Hand Over Of Housing To Hamlets 

MR. PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, this is a question to the Minister of Local 
Government. Does the Department of Local Government have any written or 
unwritten policy regarding handing over of Government of the Northwest 
Territories property including housing units to a settlement once it becomes 
a hamlet? Was this done for Frobisher Bay when it became a hamlet? If not, 
will the Department of Local Government do something about handing over 
housing units or other property to the village of Frobisher Bay? 

MR. SPEAKER: Other written questions? Mr. Evaluarjuk. 

Question 73-80(1 ): Economic Development's Plans Concerning Arts And 
Crafts In The N.W.T. 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Translation) My question, Mr. Speaker, is directed to 
Economic Development. It is concerning crafts ... 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Evaluarjuk, excuse me. The interpreters are finding it 
too fast. 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Translation) If the Department of Economic Development is 
prepared to turn their arts and crafts workshops over to private business, 
in order to clarify return to Question 22-80(1 ), would the co-ops be given 
priority with regard to these arts and crafts/carving shops? This is quite 
important because the craft industry would get worse if businesses other 
than the co-ops try to take up this endeavour. The co-ops already have 
available outlets including CAP, Canadian Arctic Producers' carving 
marketing division and their associated stores, Northern Images. 
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MR. S PEAKER: Was the translation finished? 
questions. Mr. Evaluarjuk. 

must z.-,sume it was. Other written 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, maybe when the motions are given 
I will understand it better. 

MR. S PEAKER: All right. Mr. Patterson. 

Question 74 -80(1): Policy Manual On Education In The N. W. T. 

MR. PATTERS ON: Mr. Speaker, this is a question for the Minister of Education. 
Is there a policy manual or handbook on education in the Northwest Territories? 
If so, could that policy be tabled in the House? 

MR. S PEAKE R: Thank you. Other written questions. Returns from Ministers. 
Mr. Wah-Shee. 

Return To Question 69-80(1 ): Highways, Arctic Bay And Nanisivik 

HON. JAMES WAH-S HEE: This is an answer to a questiun asked by Mr. Patterson 
regarding the Department of Public Works. Question 69- 80(1 ), Highways, Arctic 
Bay and Nanisivik. 

The highways division of the Department of Public Works is in the planning 
stage of letting a contract for maintenance of the Nanisivik highway. A meeting 
will be held with the Baffin regional director, the head of highways maintenance 
and the hamlet council of Arctic Bay to work out a suitable arrangement for all 
parties concerned. Thank you. 

MR. S PEAKER: Other returns from Ministers. 

Item 4, petitions. 

Item 5 , tabling of documents. 

ITEM NO. 5 :  TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Mr. McCallum. 

HON. A RNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I wish to table a document Tabled 
Document 10-80(1 ): Report on Health Conditions in the Northwest Territories 
1978 by the chief medical health office� Government of the Northwest Territories. 

Tabled Document 11- 80(1): Information Package on Services for the Aged and 
Disabled in the Northwest Territories. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Mccallum. Are there other documents? 

Item 6, reports of standing and special committees. 

Item 7, notices of motion. 
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Motion 19-80 ( 1  ), Minimum Wage, Northwest Territories, Mrs. Sorensen. 

Motion 19-80 ( 1  ): Minimum Wage, Northwest Territories 

MRS.  SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker: 

WHEREAS the minimum wage in the Northwest Territories is now $3.00 per 
hour and $2. 55 per hour under 17 years of age; 

AND WHEREAS this means that those individuals paid the minimum wage would 
earn approximately $120 per week or $6240 per year; under 17 years of age, 
$ 102.00 per week or $5304 per year; 

AND WHEREAS the last increase in the minimum wage in the Northwest 
Territories took place on June 7th, 197 6; 

AND WHEREAS the average weekly wage in Canada during 1978 was $265.40, 
$13, 800. 00 per year and the average weekly wage in the Northwest 
Territories during 1978 was $310.30, $16, 135.60 per year. - - source: 
Statistics Canada Catalogue 72-002 for firms with more than 20 employees; 

AND WHEREAS the consumer price index has increased approximately 48 per 
cent since the last increase in the minimum wage four years ago. Source: 
Statistics Canada Catalogue 62-0 10 ;  

AND WHEREAS several provinces in Canada have minimum wages in excess of 
$3. 00 per hour; 

AND WHEREAS consumer price surveys on consumer products, housing and food 
reveal that the cost of living in the Northwest Territories is higher than 
in southern Canada; 

AND WHEREAS because of higher consumer costs in the Northwest Territories 
it follows that the Northwest Territories should therefore be a leader 
in hourly wage levels; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the hon. Member from Mackenzie Great 
Bear, that this Assembly recommend to the administration that an amendment 
to the Labour Standards Ordinance which would increase the minimum wage 
to $3.50 per hour and for persons under 17 years of age to $2. 95 per 
hour be prepared and introduced into this House prior to the conclusion of 
this session. 

MR. S PEAKER: It has been duly moved and seconded. To the motion, Mrs. 
Sorensen. 

People Trying To Survive On Minimum Wage 

MRS.  SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I had brought this motion forward 
during this session because I feel there is an urgency to this matter. There 
are many people, particularly young women with dependent children attempting to 
survive on the minimum wage. I know this because I have worked with them in 
my former job as a consumer advocate, and more recently I have met several who 
are in my constituency and no doubt several Members here have people in their 
constituencies who are attempting to live on a minimum wage. Now, these people 
are attempting to pay for rent, for food, for baby-sitting fees, for 
transportation costs, for entertainment and clothing all on $120 per week. Mr. 
Speaker, as far as I am concerned I think it is an impossible task. 
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Now, it is true that with public housing and now with our direct subsidy for 
day care people who are in this very low income bracket are getting some 
relief. It is also true that because of this the struggle to survive on minimum 
wage will be somewhat less, but a struggle it still will be. Therefore, 
Mr. S peaker, recognizing that many people in the North will be working in jobs 
which pay a minimum wage, particularly since the North primarly provides 
service industry jobs to the unskilled as opposed to factory or refinery or 
mill type jobs where wages are traditionally higher, recognizing this and 
I think this Assembly should make sure that the minimum wage is at least closer 
to being adequate than it is now at three dollars per hour. An important 
fact is that the minimum wage has not been increased since June, 1976. Almost 
four years have passed since then and they have been as you know, Mr. Speaker, 
and hon. Members, four years of skyrocketing inflation, particularly high 
increases in food and clothing have been experienced in the North and yet our 
minimum wage has remained constant. 

Statistics In Support Of The Motion 

Now, I dug out some statistics to support my argument for an increase, and I 
hope I will not bore you with them, but you will note in the fourth whereas clause 
the average 1978 weekly wage in both Canada and in the Northwest Territories 
is more than double that of the Northwest Territories minimum weekly wage of 
$ 120. In S eptember, 1979, just a few months past, the average weekly wage 
in the Northwest Territories rose to $365. 40, a full three times higher than 
the minimum wage. S o, obviously those employed in government and industry are 
well paid but our unskilled people who must work in the service sectors are 
not even making a living wage if they are paid at three dollars an hour. 

I have statistics as well for the regions for the year 1977. Again S tatistics 
Canada reveals that the averaqe income in the Baffin was $ 13, 689, for the 
Keewatin $11, 688, for the Fort Smith region $13, 960, and for the Inuvik region 
$ 14,544. Remember that that was in 1977 and that is more than two years ago. 
Just to compare ag ain, a person earning the minimum wage in the Northwest 
Territories would bring home about $6240 a year. 

Further support for an increase is evident in the fact that prices for virtually 
everything have increased dramatically over the last four years. Food increases 
have probably been the most dramatic and food is the one thing that those in 
the low income bracket cannot cut out of their budget. Since 1976 the Consumer 
Price Index has increased by about 48 per cent. More specifically what used 
to cost $1.50 in 1975 now costs slightly more than two dollars in 1980 and 
increases, as you all know, are continuing. Yet again our territorial mimimum 
wage has not increased. 

Cost Of Goods And Services Higher In N. W.T. 

In addition to all that we know that it costs more to live in the Northwest 
Territories. I could produce and quote all sorts of studies and figures for 
the Members. However, I am sure that most would accept that fact. Therefore 
it follows that along with all wages, the minimum wage should be higher in 
the North than in southern Canada. We certainly seem to accept that the 
businessman can charge more to cover his cost of operating in the North. Some 
may dispute of course, how much more he can charge but I think the basic 
principle is accepted that charges for services and goods would legitimately 
be higher in the North than the South. Therefore it logically follows, at 
least it is logical to me, that the minimum wage in the North should be higher 
as well, but of course that is not the case. 
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We are quickly falling behind some of the provinces. Saskatchewan for instance 
is at $3. 50 an hour now and will increase to $3.65 on May 1st. Manitoba's 
minimum wage is $3. 75 an hour and Quebec is presently at $3. 47 an hour. Recently 
I read in the Edmonton Journal that Alberta presently at three dollars an hour 
will be increasing its minimum wage substantially some time during the first four 
months of this year, 7980. British Columbia and the Yukon both presently paying 
three dollars an hour, have not increased their minimum wage since 7976 so 
therefore I would anticipate that this province a,nd territory would be introducing 
legislation as well to provide for increases in the very near future. 

In any case, Mr. Speaker, I would not like to see us wait even until the fall to 
introduce an increase in the minimum wage in the Northwest Territories. It is my 
feeling that this government has been remiss in allowing our minimum wage to fall 
behind other provinces, particularly in light of our higher cost of living. My 
first inclination was to suggest that we go  to four dollars an hour. However, to 
be fair to the businessman I have compromised with $3.50. I did however 
commission an independent group to do a telephone survey of several businesses 
in several communities in the North to find out what the businesses were paying 
as starting wages for staff who had no previous experience. As of January, 7980, 
the study reveals and I am delighted to report to you that out of 32 businesses 
consulted one would not give out the information and only two others paid less 
than $3. 50 an hour. 

Most Businesses Pay More Than Minimum 

With this information then I do feel that those Members concerned about the 
hardship on the businessman in increasing the minimum wage can rest somewhat 
more easily. A significant number of businesses in the Northwest Territories 
have already recognized that they must pay more than the minimum to their staff 
and what we need to do here is make sure through legislation that those people 
working for businesses which will only pay minimum wage no matter what, 
experience an increase in pay, an increase after four years I might add, something 
all of us here today have probably experienced once each year whether we are 
hunters or trappers, local businessmen, long-time politicians or government 
employees. Mr. Speaker, I will distribute the survey for all Members to look 
at. Thank you. 

MR. S PEAKE R: Thank you, Mrs. Sorensen. Other comment on the motion? Mr. Fraser 
as seconder. 

M R. FRASER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do not think I have too much to say on 
the motion. I think the mover of the motion has been quite straightforward in 
that the last minimum wage was in 1976, the increase rather, in 197 6. The 
territorial government have experienced that in the last two years on the prices 
of gas and oil. Mr. Speaker, I think that the minimum wage when you go to buy 
food in the stores, they will tell you the wage is still low for the wage earner 
who is just starting out and, as I said, the mover of the motion has put it 
quite straightforwardly to this House that there is a need for an increase in 
the minimum wage. That is one of the reasons that I second the motion. For me 
to say any more about the motion, Mr. Speaker, I just hope that we get some 
support from the rest of the Members for this motion. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Fraser. Mr. Patterson. 
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MR. PATTERS ON: Mr. Speaker, all I wish to say is that I am convinced. I am 
impressed with the way the motion was researched. I myself have thought that 
an increase in the minimum wage was long overdue. I am happy to see that 
many businesses in the Northwest Territories are already paying at least 
$3. 50 an hour, but I do know that there are some who are not, who probably 
could pay more. If that is all we accomplish in recommending this change 
in the legislation, then we will have done a significant amount. 

Labour Standards Ordinance Needs Reviewing 

I would also like to say, Mr. Speaker, that when we get into debate on Justice 
and Public Services I am going to be focusing on the Labour Standards Ordinance 
and questioning how much we are doing about enforcing it and making people 
aware that there are procedures for making complaints under that ordinance to 
ensure compliance with the minimum requirements of the law in the Northwest 
Territories. I might also say that I think this sort of legislation must be 
given a special emphasis when one realizes that in my part of the Northwest 
Territories anyway very few people have the protection of collective bargaining 
and the collective bargaining process. This Labour Standards Ordinance and 
the Fair Practices Ordinance are all they have got in the way of statutorily 
protected rights as employees. There is also, of course, the Wages Recovery 
Ordinance which I should not forget to mention. This legislation is important. 
This chang e, if we make it, is in fact making up for the lack of bargaining 
representation of many segments of the labour force in certain parts of the 
Northwest Territories including the Eastern Arctic. Therefore, I think I am 
delighted that the motion was made. I hope it is acted upon with serious 
consideration and due haste and I do think it is long overdue and I support it. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. S PEAKE R: Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Hon. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I commend the hon. Member for Yellowknife South 
for her excellent presentation. I do not recall that I have seen a better job 
of presentation and research for any motion that has come before this House 
in the time that I have served as a representative and I think it was very 
ably done. I would mention that I did raise this motion or draw this motion to 
the attention of the Executive Committee this morning and the response was that 
the government does not feel it would have any trouble acceding to the 
direction that the motion is requesting of us. 

- --Applause 

Ordinance Should Receive Public Scrutiny 

How do you like that for responsive government? I would like to point out, 
sir, that the Labour Standards Ordinance is due to come before this House in 
the very near future. There is some suggestion that a number of the sections 
and provisions should receive public scrutiny before they do come before us 
and the hon. Member from Yellowknife South has been most vocal in ensuring that 
this opportunity for the public to see these provisions and sections must 
occur before we see it in the sense of draft legislation. So while the bill 
that the hon. Member is promoting at this time could go forward relative to 
the wages, there would be other sections that would be coming forward later 
on in this year. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you, Hon. Mr. Butters. Other discussion. 

S OME HON. MEMBE RS: Question. 
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Motion 19-80(1), Carried 

MR. S PEAKER: Question being called. It has been duly moved and seconded that 
this Assembly recommend to the administration that an amendment to the Labour 
Standards Ordinance which would increase the minimum wage to $3.50 an hour 
and for persons under 17 years of age to $2.95 per hour be prepared and 
introduced into this House prior to the conclusion of this session. Those in 
favour of this motion please indicate by raising your hands. Opposed, please 
indicate. Carried. 

---Carried 

Are there other motions? Mr. Patterson. 

MR. PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, could the record show that that motion was not 
opposed? 

MR. S PEAKER: It does with your statement, Mr. Patterson. If there are no 
other motions, is it agreed we resolve into committee of the whole? 

---Agreed 

Item 9, consideration in committee of the whole of bills, recommendations to 
the Legislative Assembly and other matters. 

ITEM NO. 9: CONS IDERAT ION IN COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF B ILLS, RECOMMENDAT IONS 
TO THE LEG IS LAT IVE ASSEMBLY AND OTHER MATTERS 

This House will now resolve into committee of the whole to discuss those items 
listed on the order paper with Mr. Tologanak in the chair. 

---Legislative Assembly resolved into committee of the whole for consideration 
of Representations by Inuit Tapirisat of Canada with Mr. Tologanak in the 
chair. 

PROCEED INGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONS IDER REP RESENTAT IONS BY INU IT 
TA P I R ISAT OF CANADA 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): The committee will come to order. I am glad to 
be back in this House again. I have been stranded for a day or so and getting 
sick. Does the committee wish that we call upon ITC to make their presentation? 

---Agreed 

I call upon the ITC representation, Mr. Suluk, Mr. Merritt, Mr. Maghagak, Mr. 
Awa. I know the welcome mat has been extended to you people from the Speaker. 
I welcome you to our committee of the whole discussions and the floor is yours. 

MR. SULUK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to start off by first of 
all introducing our ITC colleagues who are here with me today. On my left is, 
as you heard before, Allen Maghagak, the former president of the Kitikmeot 
Inuit Association who is now the assistant claims project director of the ITC 
land claims project. On my right is John Merritt, one of the ITC land claims 
legal counsel and at the back right behind me is Mr. Peter Allareak, the 
president, acting president of the Keewatin Inuit Association. I also have 
Nick Amautinuar, who will be representing the Central Arctic. I regret to 
inform you that one of our people, Mr. Simon Awa, the president of the Baffin 
Region Inuit Association, is not here with us at this time. I understand he 
has other commitments in Yellowknife. 
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First of all I would like to warn you that we will not be discussing or that 
I will not be discussing the political development paper at this time. 
However, if it is the wish of this committee or this Assembly to ask questions 
at the end of our presentation we will be able to answer questions of a g eneral 
nature. 

For those of you who do not know me, my name is Thomas Suluk, and presently 
I am the I TC land claims project director and am also the chief negotiator for 
the Northwest Territories land claims project. With the exception of the 
Inuvialuit of the Western Arctic, I am responsible for the negotiation of a 
land claims settlement covering all Inuit in Nunavut. As you will appreciate, 
I am very well aware of the responsibility of that position. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
address the Legislative Assembly today. Following the custom of the Inuit, 
I shall make my address with openness and frankness and with a certain amount 
of politeness. 

Relationship Between The Assembly And Inuit Tapirisat 

In the past, relations between the ITC and the Legislative Assembly have seldom 
been good. This fact has reflected a larger one, the relationship between 
the Inuit of Nunavut, the people of Nunavut and the Legislative Assembly have 
seldom been good. I do not intend to go over all the reasons for past bad 
feeling s. I would however, like to say a few words about disagreement between 
IT C and past Legislative Assemblies over the two most important issues 
confronting the people of Nunavut, land claims and political change. 

Allow me to make a general observation about the term "land claims". The 
Inuit and other aboriginal peoples find the term to be misleading and dangerous. 
The term has encouraged many southern Canadians and regretfully many northerners 
as well, to regard negotiations between the federal gov�rnment and aborig inal 
peoples as a matter of beads and blankets. The beads and blankets belong in 
The Bay, and do not build the basis for a comprehensive settlement between 
the federal government and the Inuit. I am confident that everyone here shares 
my belief that a comprehensive settlement, together with political change, 
should identify a way for Inuit and non-Inuit to live and work together. 
With that confidence, I shall use the term "land claims" in this address. 

The ITC has always approached land claims with two basic premises. First, the 
Inuit use and occupation of the lands and offshore areas of Nunavut over 4000 
years g ive the Inuit a legal and moral right to have some say about what 
happens to those lands and offshore areas in the future. Secondly, any land 
claims settlement should be effective in safeguarding the survival of the 
Inuit as a people, but safeguarding the survival of the people is no easy 
task. It requires a familiarity with the Canadian political system. It 
requires an understanding of what has happened to aboriginal peoples in other 
parts of Canada. It requires a hard-nosed assessment of the variety and 
strength of outside pressures coming to bear on the Inuit. It requires an 
awareness of the way in which non-Inuit view the North, view the Inuit and 
view themselves. It requires creativity and imagination. It requires the 
courage to arrive at a legally binding definition of a birthright, and it 
requires, and I make no apology for this, time to learn, time to teach and time 
to prepare. 

Government Of The N. W. T., Role In Land Claims Negotiations 

Mr. Chairman, I would now like to use my native tongue for the next three 
paragraphs. Mr. Chairman, I would just like to speak in Inuktitut briefly and 
ask councillors interested -- the previous Legislative Assembly was not always 
agreeable to the premises of the ITC in its proposed land claims. This lack 
of receptiveness has been evident for a number of years. The past Assembly 
insisted that the existing Government of the Northwest Territories play a 
large role in land claims in negotiations between ITC and the Government of 
Canada. This has created problems for several reasons. 
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First there is an insistence on the Government of the Northwest Territories 
presence at the negotiation table which has always been accompanied by 
implied questioning of the legitimacy of ITC in negotiating on behalf of 
the Inuit. Secondly, ITC has asked for constraint on the successful negotiation 
of innovative solutions for issues through land claims. The Government of the 
Northwest Territories bureaucracy has its own instinct for survival, its own 
appetite for expansion. The Government of the Northwest Territories presence 
is magnified by Legislative Assembly demands on the federal government for 
increased control over wildlife. 

Then there is the constraint upon the successful negotiation of innovative 
solutions for issues dealt with through land claims. The Government of the 
Northwest Territories bureaucracy has its own instinct for survival, its own 
appetite for expansion. The Government of the Northwest Territories presence 
magnified by stated Legislative Assembly demands upon the federal government 
for increased control over wildlife, non-renewable resource development, 
land management and social programs has inspired considerable uneasiness 
among ITC negotiators. Thirdly, ITC have been concerned that a Government 
of the Northwest Territories presence complicates and downplays a process that 
should bring about a direct contractual relationship between the Inuit of 
Nunavut and the people of Canada. 

Attitude On Land Claims Of Previous Assemblies 

Mr. Chairman, ITC's opposition to the Government of the Northwest Territories 
role in land claims has been prompted by a further and perhaps more emotionally 
charged factor. Earlier Legislative Assemblies have created, and sometimes 
cultivated, the impression that land claims constitute, at best, a nuisance 
that should be quickly overcome and, at worst, an unseemly grab for land and 
money. Indeed, the Legislative Assembly and the Government of the Nrirthwest 
Territories have more often treated land claims as a burden borne on the backs 
of northerners than as an opportunity for the aboriginal peoples of the North. 

This perception has been reinforced by the actions of past Assemblies and I 
will give some examples. ITC and other organizations have often requested 
the federal government to impose a "development freeze" on environmentally 
sensitive areas included within the land claims negotiations. Past Legislative 
Assemblies have failed to support such requests. Indeed past Assemblies 
have displayed an obvious indifference when aboriginal rights have been eroded 
or erased by resource developments planned and approved in southern Canada 
without any consultation with representative native org anizations. The Inuit 
of Baker Lake, faced with development activity of untold dimensions and 
directions, recently felt obligated to defend aboriginal rights through the 
courts, and I should add at this point that I have just returned from the 
community of Baker Lake and have completed my own private investigation of 
one of the proposed camps around the Baker Lake area. The Eighth Legislative 
Assembly remained silent. 

While I will have more to say about the future relationship between ITC and 
the current Legislative Assembly in a few moments, I would like to suggest that 
this Assembly demonstrate a positive commitment to the defence of aboriginal 
rights by assisting the ITC and the hamlet of Baker Lake to pay for the 
large legal bills incurred in recent court battles. Many of these bills are 
still outstanding . 
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Pas t  I ndifference Of Government Of The N. W . T. 

The pas t  indifference of the Government of the Northwes t  Territories have gone 
beyond an unwillingnes s  to support a s l owdown or pos tponement of development 
prior to the s ettlement of land c l aim s .  The Government of the Northwes t  
Territories has neglected to demand that any development on land s ubject to 
aboriginal tit l e bring direct and s ignificant economic benefits to aboriginal 
title holders .  Partly as  a res ult of this s i l ence, various development 
propos al s  have gone forward in Nunavut without any of the neces s ary provis ions 
to ens ure benefit s to the I nuit; the Manpower training  programs ,  employment 
level guarantees ,  compens ation for los t  wildlife etc. I t  is  true that the  
federal government has often been advers e  to cons ulting with either I nuit 
organizations or the Government of the Northwes t  Territories over various 
non -renewable resource projects .  Thi s fact alone does not jus tify the lack 
of action on the part of the Government of the Northwes t  Territories .  A 
government that claims to represent  the people of Nunavut s hould do everything 
in  its power to articulate and defend their interes t s .  

I turn now to the ques tion of political change . When the people of Nunavut 
s eek to criticize the inadequacies of government , they focus their criticis m  on 
Ottawa and Yellowknife. This , of course , very s eldom entails criticis m  of 
the individuals who formu l ate policy in Ottawa and Yellowknife . The motives 
of the people invo l ved are not ques tioned. Rather , the criticism  goes  to the 
l ocation and s tructure of the government ins titutions i n  which these  people 
work. 

Critic i s m  Of Federal Government An Enduring Feature Of Canadian Federalis m  

Criticis m  of Ottawa i s  not a pas time con fined to the people of Nunavut. 
Southern Canadians ,  a s  wel l a s  other northerners , indulge in this popular s port. 
While the very v i s ible federal role in the North , a ro l e  that all here today 
would agree is sometime s heavy-handed , may make Ottawa a somewhat more popular 
target in the North than e l s ewhere , regional grumbl ing over the policies of  
the central government  is  an enduring feature of  Canadian federalis m. This 
kind of grumbling i s  not always a bad thing ; it helps to bring about compromi ses  
over the conf l icting interests  of  wel l -def i ned reg i onal grou pings of  Canadians . 

. Criticis m  of Ottawa is  entirely con s i s tent with s trong  attachment to the 
C a na dian  confederat i on . 

The criticis m  res erved for Ye l l owknife by the peopl e of Nunavut is of a 
different order. I will not go into detai l  a s  to all the factors that have 
contributed to the alienation from Yellowkn ife that is  fe l t  by the I nuit and 
non- I nuit res idents  of Nunavut. Any  l i s t  of factors would include and go 
beyond  the fo l lowin g ;  phys i cal  remotenes s ,  climate , landscape , economy , 
language , culture , his tory and dis satis faction with the qual i ty of gover nment  
s ervices .  

I t  i s  sufficient to s a y that the people of Nunavut do not identify with the 
Government of the Northwes t  Territor i es or its cap i tal i n  the way tha t  other 
Can adians have developed collecti ve loyalties to the prov i nc i a l u nits in wh i ch 
they l ive . \1hen all is  s a i d and don e  pol i tical a l leg i ance is  a matter of the 
heart. The people of Nunavut feel  and value an al l eg i ance to Canada . The 
people of Nunavut hope to brin g  about the creat i on of the Nunavut government 
that wil l s im i larl y encom pas s and expres s  their loyalt i es at  the territoria l 
and some day provinc i al level. Let no one th i n k that the concept of Nuna vut 
has been brewed up i n  the k i tchen s of I T C .  

Aw a r e n e s s O f D i s t i n c t N a t u r e O f C o m m  u n i t y _ N  o r t h .. o f T r_ e_ E:_ _  L i n e_ 

Awarenes s  of the dis tinct nature of the commu nity living north of the tree l i ne 
is  a s  o l d as  the abor i ginal people o f  Nu n a vut , 40 0 0  year s o l d and s t i l l  kicking 
and let no one thi n k  that attachment to the concept of Nunavut demon s trates 
a des ire to create s ome k i nd of gia nt  ethn i c  res erve i n  the North . I nuit are 
acutely aware of the problems that the res erve s y s tem has given the abor i ginal 
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p e o p l e s o f  s o u t h e r n  C a n a d a  a n d  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d t o  a v o i d t h e m . N u n a v u t  w i l l  b e  a 
h o m e f o r a l l i t s c i t i z e n s . N u n a v u t  g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  b e  a b l e t o  s p e a k f o r  i t s 
c i t i z e n s  w i t h i n  t h e  f l e x i b l e c o n t e x t  o f  C a n a d i a n f e d e r a l i s m .  I w i l l  n o t  
r e v i ew w i t h  y o u  t o d a y  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  a N u n a v u t  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  I m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e . 
M u c h  w o r k  h a s  b e e n  d o n e , m u c h  w o r k  r e m a i n s t o  b e  d o n e . I T C d o e s  n o t  c l a i m  t o  
h a v e  a l l t h e  a n s w e r s  d o w n  p a t . I T C  d o e s , h o w e v e r , h a v e  a c o m m i t m e n t  t o  N u n a v u t  
t h a t , d r a w i n g  i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p e o p l e o f  N u n a v u t , h a s  w e a t h e r e d  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s t o r m s  o f  t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s . I h o p e  t h e  s t o r m s  s u b s i d e .  T h e  
c o mm i t m e n t  w i l l  r e m a i n r e g a r d l e s s . 

A s  p r o m i s e d , I h a v e  b e e n  o p e n  a n d  f r a n k  a b o u t  t h e  u n h a p p i n e s s o f  I T C w i t h  t h e  
a c t i o n s  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l i e s i n  t h e  p a s t .  I f  c r i t i c i s m i s  i n  o r d e r , 
h o we v e r , t h e n  s o  t o o  i s  p r a i s e . I T C a n d  t h e  p e o p l e o f  N u n a v u t  h a v e  b e e n  
h e a r t e n e d  b y  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  N i n t h  L e g i s l a t i v e A s s e m b l y  t o  t h i s  p o i n t . I n  
t u r n i n g a s i d e a r i g i d r o u t e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e  m a p p e d  o u t  b y  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
A s s e m b l y ,  t h i s  A s s e m b l y  h a s  s h o w n  s e n s i t i v i ty t o  t h e  s p e c i a l p r e s e n c e  o f  
a b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e s  a n d  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a b r o a d e r  a n a l y s i s  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  o p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e .  I t  h a s a l s o  s h o w n  p r e t ty g o o d  c o mmo n s e n s e . I n  
c r e a t i n g a c o mm i t t e e  o n  u n i ty t h i s A s s e m b l y  h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  
c h a n g e  s h o u l d  p r o c e e d o n l y  a f t e r  t h o r o u g h  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e o n  
t h e  b a s i s  o f  b r o a d  c o n s e n s u s . I n  s e a r c h i n g  t o  d e v e l o p p o l i c i e s t h a t  c o n c e d e  
t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  a m o n g  t h e  ma t t e r s  o f  a b o r i g i n a l  r i g h t s , l a n d  c l a i m s a n d  
p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e , t h i s  A s s em b l y  h a s  d i s p l a y e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e m a t u r i ty o f  t h o u g h t  
a n d  b o l d n e s s o f  p u r p o s e . 

P o l i t i c a l  C h a n g e  I s  C o m i n g  

I wo u l d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  l i k e t o  t a k e  t h i s o c c a s i o n t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  N u n a v u t  c a u c u s  f o r  t h e i r e f f o r t s  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s . S o  m u c h  f o r  c o m p l i m e n t s . 
W h e r e  d o  w e  g o  f r o m  h e r e ? I t  i s  o b v i o u s  t o  e v e ry o n e  i n  t h e  N o r t h  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  
c h a n g e i s  c o m i n g . W e  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  b e  t r e a t e d  t o  t h u n d e r  a n d f i r e w o r k s  
b e f o r e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  c h a n g e  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b u t  t h e  f a c t  o f  c h a n g e  i s  
u n a v o i d a b l e .  A f t e r  d e b a t e d e v e l o p s , I T C h o p e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o mm u n i c a t i o n w i t h  
t h i s  f o r u m a s  we l l a s  t h e  o t h e r s  a v a i l a b l e t o  i t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  i t s 
c o mm i t m e n t  t o  N u n a v u t  k n o w n . W h i l e  c o mm u n i c a t i o n s  o n  a r e g u l a r  b a s i s w i l l  t a k e  
p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o mm i t t e e  a n d  t h e  c o mm i t t e e  o n  u n i ty ,  
i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t f u r t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s w i l l  a r i s e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  A s s e m b l y  a s  a 
w h o l e .  I T C , o f  c o u r s e ,  w i l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  d i s c u s s i o n o f  i t s p a p e r  
" P o l i t i c a l  D e v e l o p me n t  i n  N u n a v u t "  i n  a n y w a y  i t  i s  a b l e t o  d o  s o . I w o u l d l i k e 
t o  a d d  a w o r d  o f  c a u t i o n . C o n n e c t i o n s  a mo n g  t h e  m a t t e r s  o f  a b o r i g i n a l  r i g h t s , 
l a n d  c l a i m s a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e  a r e  n o w  w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d . T h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
t o  s e c u r e  r e c o g n i t i o n o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  c o n n e c t i o n s  l e d I T C t o  a d o p t  
a n d  m a i n t a i n  a h a r d p o s i t i o n o v e r  s o m e  v e ry d i f f i c u l t y e a r s . N o  l a n d  c l a i m s 
s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h o u t  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e . 

I T C i s  p r e p a r i n g t o  c o mm e n c e  s e r i o u s  l a n d  c l a i m s n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s u mme r o f  
t h i s y e a r .  I T C i s  w i l l i n g t o  e n t e r  i n t o  s u c h  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  a p r i o r 
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c o mm i t m e n t  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  N u n a v u t . A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e 
I T C  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  i t s d e t e rm i n a t i o n  t o  m a k e  c e r t a i n  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  N u n a v u t  
f o r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s . 
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Fi ve Acti ons For Assembly To Cons i der 

It i s  the hope of ITC that th i s  Legislati ve Assembly will consider five actions 
i n  order to ass i st the resumption of land cla i ms negot i at i ons and to enhance the 
l i keli hood of �he i r  successful completi on .  F i rst, ITC suggests that the Assembly 
support the mak i ng of certa i n  assumptions by ITC about the creati on of Nunavut 
throughout negot i at i ons, e v e n  i f  the Legislati ve Assembly prefers to reserve i ts 
f i nal pos i t i on on Nunavut to a later date . S econdly, ITC suggests that the 
Assembly consult closely wi th the native organizati ons responsi ble for the 
negoti ation of land claims i n  devisi ng any t i metable for the defin i t i on of i ts 
pos i t i on on pol i t i cal change .  Thirdly, ITC suggests that the Assembly ind i cate 
to the federal government that no further leg islati ve or admi nistrat i ve powers 
should be transferred from Ottawa until the d i rect i on of pol i ti cal change has 
been deci ded . Fourthly, ITC suggests that the Assembly direct all Government 
of the Northwest Terri tories employees to mai nta i n a neutral pos i t i on on the 
quest i on of poli t i cal development wh i le carrying out the i r duties . F i nally, 
ITC suggests that the Assembly take i n i tial steps to transfer control of 
w i ldlife management to the people of Nunavut . ITC hopes that the Commi ssioner 
wi ll also mai ntai n a neutral stance, at least until the federal government has 
publ i cly stated i ts pol i cy outlook. 

Before clos i ng I would li ke to po i nt out that my colleagues and I w i ll be in 
Yellowkni fe unt i l  Sunday. I personally w i ll be here unt i l Monday . We would 
welcome the chance of meeting w i th all or any of you i nformally over the next 
couple of days or, if you prefer, we would be prepared, as we stated earli er, 
to answer any i nformal quest i ons if you so desire. Thank you for your attent i on. 

- --Applause 

T HE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you, Mr. S uluk. Mr . Patterson. 

M i stakes Of Government And Previ ous Assemblies 

MR. PATTERSON: Mr. Cha i rman, I would l i ke to take th i s  opportun i ty bri efly 
to reply to Mr . S uluk and g i ve a somewhat off-the-cuff react i on to h i s 
proposals. First of a11 · a lot of the things that he sai d parti cularly about 
m i stakes made by previ ous territorial As s emblies and perhaps mistakes made by 
this government unti l ,  of course , we were elected, rang true to me. I remember 
particularly havi ng some i nvolvement i n  the Baker Lake court case when it was 
i n  the discuss i on stages when the people of Baker Lake were looking desperately 
for moral and financial support i n  the tremendous struggle of confronti ng not 
only the Minister of Indian and Northern Affa i rs but the i nternati onal m i n i ng 
interests. 

I remember perhaps somewhat na i vely remarking to people who worked for the 
council in Baker Lake that the terri torial government should be provid i ng you 
with resources. Their legal department should be at your servi ce help i ng you 
defend your i nterests . The Department of Local Government should be there 
assisting and a i ding you in what was essentially an action taken by the local 
government of Baker Lake . In fact, in my own amateuri sh way, I attemp ted to 
persuade government offi c i als that they should help . I was told by legal 
advisers that I was na i ve because, of co urse, how could the Government of the 
Northwest Territories i n  effect aid a su i t  ag ainst its own master , the Min i ster 
of I nd i an and Northern Affai rs ?  How could the Government of the Northwest 
Terri tories i n  effect sue itself or hel p to sue itself? Local Government also 
seemed very concerned that moneys wh i ch were g i ven to the hamlet counc i l  m i ght 
be m i sspent on such an unusual i nvestment as hiri ng a lawyer to protect one ' s  
abor i g i nal ri ghts. 
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Moneys were avai lable for water trucks and fire trucks and certai n well known 
categori es of mun i c i pal budgets , but not for such an unorthodox matter as h i r i ng 
a leg al adv i ser to  protect , of all things ,  abor i ginal rights. Th i s  was someth i ng 
that the Government of the Northwest Territor i es seemed to be frightened to get 
involved w i th and I thought  that it would not have  been i nconsistent with  the 
mandates of the Department of Local Government as I had heard them , to get  i n  
there and prov i de aid and support and encouragement bu t i n  fact the reaction 
seemed to be the opposite . 

Recognit i on Of Concept Of Abori g i nal Rights 

I only rai sed that , Mr . Chairman , as an example of my beli ef that  the Government 
of the Northwest Territor i es , beginning w i th th i s Assembly , has a history to 
recons i der i n  terms of i ts past att i tudes towards these questions. I am pleased 
that the M i nister of Local Government i n  recently tabli ng Sessional Paper 1 - 80 ( 1  ) :  
Abo r i ginal Rights and Const i tutional Development i n  the Northwest Territor i es ,  
sugges ted that we recognize the concept of a borig i nal rights. I th i nk we should 
go  further .  I think we should recogn i ze and defend the concept . I think that 
if the hamle t of Baker Lake i s  broke because of the i r expens i ve and heroic 
litig ation which I think has made history , there i s  no reason why we should not 
be willing to help i n  some way . 

As for the five po i nts suggested by Mr. Suluk , which I j ot ted down rather quickly , 
I think we have already made some prog ress in that direct i on .  Certai nly we have , 
I think , through the unity committee resolved to consult closely w i th native  
organ i z ations and make sure that our t i metable for any pos i tions we take on 
polit i cal development accords with your ti metable i n  negot i at i ons w i th the 
federal government. I th i nk bas i cally that we have also taken the pos i tion i n  
abandon i ng the previous pos i t i on paper , or prev i ous pol i cy paper on land cla i ms 
shows that we want to stand back a b i t and recogni ze that perhaps our noses have 
been poked a lit tle too far into the negot i at i ng rooms , and perhaps i t  has caused 
seri ous problems. More i mportantly that the people of the Northwest Terr i tories 
and perhaps this Assembly do not trust and should not expect mere bureaucrats 
to represen t the i n terests of the people of the Northwest Territor i es i n  these 
sort of negotiat i ons . I think also the paper of Mr. Wah- Shee , wh i ch I know has 
yet to be discussed , seems to recogn i ze  that elected representat i ves of the 
people of the Northwest Territories should be involved , if a nyone is to be i n volved  
at all. So , we are sympathet i c  to those concerns , Mr. Chai rman , and I am  also 
sympathetic to the other points raised by Mr. Suluk . 

Tremendous Challenge In Present Areas Of Responsib i li ty 

I am no t upset about the prospect of not receiv i ng any furt her  powers from 
Ottawa , mai nly because I th i nk we have got our plate full already . I think we 
have got some tremendous challeng es i n the areas we do hav e  responsib i l i ty for , 
and of course we are d i scuss i ng the most challeng i ng area of education an d 
preservation of native lang uages i n  our del i berat i ons th i s  week and next week. 
We have already resolved that steps should be taken to devolve w i ldl i fe management 
responsib i lities to the people. I think many of the Members o f  th i s  Assembly 
recognize that the only way w i ldlife management can ever work in the Nor thwest 
Terr i tories with good will and the sort o f  co- operat i on and mutual trust that i s  
required i s  i f  the respons i b i lity i s  g i ven to the people . If it is recogn i zed 
that they are more concerned with the preservation of the i r natural renewable 
resources than anybody else , and therefore have a r i ght ,  i f  not a duty , to take 
over maj or respons i bili ties for w i ldl i fe management , bu i ld i ng into that a 
trusting relationsh i p  w i th expertise tha t can be prov i ded by biolog i sts and the 
li ke .  I th i nk that even in this sessi on we w i ll f i nd ,  Mr . Cha i rman , that 
s i g n i ficant in i t i atives w i ll be taken to move  in the d i rection of dev olut i on 
of wildlife management to the people of Nunavut . I th i nk that is a challeng e ,  
Mr. Chairman , thrown to us by Mr . Suluk that many of us are w i lli ng to promote 
and encourage ,  includ i ng our M i n i ster of Renewable Resources . 
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Pre judices  Should Not Interfere With Duties Of Civil S ervants 

So , we will undoubte dly have a chance to conside r  your proposals in deta i l .  
I find no di fficulty at all with directing employe es of the North west Territories 
government to be neutral while carrying out their duties . We do not want to 
pre vent them  from having opinions about political de ve lopment in the Northw est 
Territories. Some of us in fact , fe el  that their rights to particip ate in 
elections are alre ady too severely restricte d  by g 9vernment but the important 
p oint you are making , or Mr. Suluk  was ma king , Mr. Chairman ,  was that they should 
not allow their prejudices to interfere with the way in which the y  carry out their 
dut i es  as terr i torial civil servants, as p e ople who wor k in the De partment of 
Local Gove rnment , people who work in the De partm ent of Education , and p eople at 
all le vels who are in a position to influence other people . 

My fe e ling about that , of course , Mr . Chairman , is that that wor ks both ways . 
There are a lot of civil servants who I know are eag erly awaiting the arrival 
of Nunavut. S o , I presume , Mr . Chairman , that Mr . Suluk wants those people to 
cool down a bit too , and I think while they are doing their duties as territorial 
civil servants , they should cool down as well , without interfering with the 
poli tical fre e doms after five , if you lik e .  I am also very interested in your 
assertion that we have a responsibility to avoid what you call the e rosion of 
aboriginal r i ghts and interests . 

I note that this government , or I understand that this g ove rnment has be e n  
given responsib i lity by the fe deral government for neg otiating the socio-economic 
impact asp e ct of the Arvik mine deve lopment. We had , I think it is fair to say, 
no say , as did ITC have no say , in the decision to develop the mine in the first 
place and that p e rhaps may e xplain why we have two opposition members in the 
House of Commons from both Nunatsiaq and the Western Arctic in the Northwest 
Territories. Nonethe less this government has be en given the responsibility for 
looking after the socio-e conomic conditions that might be attache d  by ag re ement 
to that project. I think this is a challe ng e we should tak e  most seriously , 
especially in v i ew of the very clear e xpressions of conce rn of IT C about the 
impact of that development on aboriginal rights and interests in the Northwest 
Te rritories. 

New Attitude On Part Of ITC 

So , in summary , I wish to say that I am pleased that the r e  is a new attitude 
e xisting on the part of ITC .  I sugg est on the part of this government that 
there is a way in which we can start working more close ly and co- op e ratively 
tog ethe r , that perhaps we are headed in the sam e dire ction , and that I look 
forward to co-op e rating with I T C  and my colle agues , both from the Nunavut caucus 
and this Assembly towards maximiz ing our resources and p rotecting our interests 
I think for a long time land claims has be en  se en  as a th r eat . I n  fact land 
claims , if this Assembly could view it in the right way , is the best  thing w e  
have going for us. Land claims is I thin k one of the only ve hicles by which 
the Northwest Territories  might e v er achieve the  inde p endence and autonomy that  
we all se em  to  believe i n. I th i n k it is tim e  that we recogniz e that  the 
aboriginal p eoples are one of our bigg est  resources and our bigg est  a l lies in 
maximizing opportunities for all res i dents of the Northwest Te rri tories . 
That is how I hoped to wor k on this Asse m b ly and in close co-oo erat i on wi t h 
ITC , and I thank you ag ain for coming he r e  and I hop e tha t this is j u s t the 
beginning of a much improved communication and tru5 t in future . T h ank  you , 
Mr. Chairman. 
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THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Thank you, Mr . Patterson . Being a deputy chairman 
of the committee of the whole yourself, you used up half an hour in your ten 
minutes. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

HON. ROBE RT H. MacQUARRIE : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As chairman of the special 
committee on unity, I will take this opportunity to underline once ag ain that it 
is a committee on unity and not a committee for unity. In other words, we do not 
presuppos e  that the final right answer is a unified territory but we want to 
examine that proposition as thoroughly as we ca�. As chairman of that committee 
on unity I will have plenty of opportunity to discuss with Mr. Suluk and his 
colleag ues some of the matters he has raised today, s ome of the matters that are 
in the political development paper, Nunavut. Consequently I wil l not take the 
time of this As sembly to q uestion today but I can only say that I feel pri vileged  
to have been here and to have  listened to a clear an d eloq uent call by a people 
for a government which truly satisfies its needs and aspirations to the extent 
to which such sati s faction is humanly possible to attain . 

Challenge Clearly On The Assembly 

The challenge then is clearly on thi s Assembly , and on this government to be 
able to do that . We must be able to demonstrate that it is to the ad vantage of 
the people of the Eastern Arctic, economic adv antage , political ad vantage, social 
adv antage, whatever, the total ba l ance, we must be able to demonstrate to these 
people that it is to their ad vantage to remain associated with a l l of the other 
peoples of the Northwest Territories in a political jurisdiction. 

I f  we are not able to do that effecti vely, then I would have to ag ree that 
consistent with the principles of democracy, with the principles of fundamental 
morality, that we ought then to relinq uish power over the people of the Eastern 
Arcti c. It will be the strong and serious duty of all people who are touched 
by this problem in any way to investigate it thoroughly and exhausti vely and 
try, to the best of all our abilities to come to solutions which are fair and 
just and final l y ag ree d to by all of the peop l e of the Northwest Territories 
as being in the best interests of a l l the people of the Northwest Territories. 
Thank  you , Mr . Chairman. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak ) :  Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

HON . J AMES WAH- SHEE : I just wanted to respond by saying that it is really a 
welcome change to hear an ad dress by one of the maj or nati ve organ i zations i n  
the Northwest Territories ,  and that the fiv e points that were raised ,  it is 
certainly in order for discussion when the sessional paper is discussed some time 
next week. Ourselves , we have been thinking about making changes in our attitudes 
as Members of the Ass embly, and also we are looking forward to a new mandate 
from the Legislati ve Assemb l y, and I certainly would like to say that we would 
like to discuss all areas and matters that do re l ate to aborigi n al rights and 
the constitutional de velopment in the Northwest Territories . Thank you. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : Thank you. Mr. Sibbeston. 
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MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Chairman, I mus t s ay that I am very impres s ed with the 
go od presen tation that the Members o f  the ITC  have given, and I certainly 
encourage yo u in your at tempt s t o  get Nunavut. My reaction  t o  this whole 
idea o f  the Inuit having Nunavut i s ,  who am I t o  s tand in your way a s  a Metis 
and a s  a repres entative of the Dene people of the Mackenzie Valley. Who am 
I t o  s tand in yo ur way? 

Views Of  Pas t As s embly Gone 

In this regard I really encourage you  t o  go all the way and go hard at  it. 
As  far as  y our feelings abo ut the pas t As s embly, I would like to think anyway 
that  we have dealt with the po s ition o f  the las t  As sembly. We came in here 
this  fall and we were all elected and many o f  t he people who were on the pas t  
As sembly were no t back here with  us .  I would like t o  think that  tho s e  o f  us  
who are elected bet ter represent  the people and s ince we have been an As s embly 
we have thrown out  their po s ition on  cons titutional development and their 
po sition on  aboriginal claims s o  I do no t think I need t o  s ay anything more. 
W e  have dealt with the pas t  As s embly. They are go ne and finis hed. Their 
views are no  lo nger o urs . 

I think that Inuit people in the las t few years ,  des pite  this  territ orial 
government, have made lo t s  o f  pro gre s s and in terms o f  language the Inuit s eem 
t o  have done much be t ter than the Dene people in o ur part o f  the North. You 
have CBC  radio and I unders tand in places like the Keewatin and als o in 
Frobi s her Bay mo s t  o f  the CBC  pro gramming is in the Inuit language. In thi s  
part o f  the North even s ometimes we s ee your pro grams,  I think half an ho ur 
or  two half hours a week in the Inuit language. That is really go od. For 
our part we have no thing. There is  no t one minute o f  Slavey language, Dene 
language on the CBC a week, a month, a yea r  -- no thing. You know, you are 
certainly doing much be t ter than we. 

As far a s  education goes,  we jus t s tarted talking about  education yes terday 
and the mat ter o f  the Dene languages in the s cho ols ,  trying t o  promo te and 
enhance it.  There have been s ome at tempt s made, but because it  is  s o  hard t o  
make any changes  I s ometimes even feel that i t  i s  hardly any use  trying . What 
i s  the use? You have a big government set-up and it  is  mo s tly white people 
and s ome times I even feel the pres ent Min i s ter o f  Education is no t that 
s ympathetic. You s ometimes feel like what is the use o f  trying anyway? You 
might as  well give them all the money they want, you know . But I decided 
anyway yes terday t o  give i t  one more las t try and s ee what happens s o  we will 
be co ncentrating on  that  in the next few days and weeks .  

--- Applaus e  

Inuit Pro gres s In Local G overnment 

As far as Local Government g oes,  again the Inuit people s eem t o  have done pret ty 
well. You do no t have the problem that we have in our part where we have band 
co uncils and that was the body that  native people, Dene peo ple, had as their 
kind o f  government. Since the terri t or i al government has come in in the las t  
five, ten, 7 5  years the territ orial g overnmen t has actually tried t o  put down 
the band councils . s o  there have been lo t s  o f  problems and in this area you 
s eem t o  have done bet ter. You even go t the Baf fin Reg i onal C ouncil and we have 
no thing o f  that  s ort, s o  i t  seems that  you have made more progres s than we have 
i n  our part. 

In our part o f  the North you know, o f  cours e ,  there are more white people and 
m aybe this i s  part o f  the problem . It s eems that  i �  0 1 1 r  part o f  the North 
there is  more i nteres t by s o uthern people in going i nt o  o ur part of  the Nor th. 
The Mackenzie Valley is k i nd o f  l i ke northern Alber ta or  northern Br i t i s h  C olumb i a. 
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It is not very much different from the South s o  I gues s s outhern Canadians 
s ee it a s  an area where they could go into. In the Arctic it s eems thing s 
are different and I take it that there is  not as  much interes t  by s outhern 
people to go  into the Arctic. If they do, it s eems they want to do it in 
comfort, in great comfort. There is talk of Polaris mine being developed up 
in the Arctic and they want to do it in s outhern comfort and I unders tand 
they are planning to do a lot of the work under a large s tructure like a large 
canopy or bulb over them s o  they can do the war� in pretty nice comfort. 

Now as  far as  the five thing s that you mentioned that you would like this 
Legis lative As s embl y  t o  do, I do not s ee any problem with any of them. On 
the s econd point, the unity committee has been set up and it has I think, 
pretty good people on it. We have Tag ak Curley who, as  you know, I am s ure 
is  quite familiar with ITC and I s upport the Dene Nation and I am on it and 
s o  is Robert Sayine. So you have people I think on there who are quite 
s ympathetic s o  it is  not like trying to convince the white people or trying 
to deal with - - it is not a group that i s  uns ympathetic s o  we really hope that 
we can learn lots from you and that we can work closely together. 

On the third point that you do not want the federal g overnment to give any 
more powers to thi s As s embly, I really s upport that becaus e  I think that we 
are not even doing a very good job with the powers that we have. There are 
s o  many changes  that have to be made before people are really s atis fied with 
this government that we have no bus ines s as king for any more powers from the 
federal government s o  I do not think you need to worry there i s  going to be 
any more power. I will certainly res i s t  that and I think lots of people on 
this As s embly think the s ame way. 

Co ntrol Of Wildl ife By Native People 

As far as the fourth point I do not think there is any problem about that. 
As far as the fifth point where you s ay you want to have the As s embly taking 
initial s teps to trans fer control of wildlife, we have s tarted s ome work on 
thi s .  I have been working a bit with Dennis Patters on and a few other Members 
and we are going to make a motion I think later this se s s ion. We are going 
to make a motion asking that the territorial government begin plans to transfer 
wildlife to native people in the North, Inuit and Dene people , s o  it will be 
a s tart. My thinking i s  that once the motion, if it does pas s ,  then the 
department has until next fall to come up with a paper and maybe next fall 
we will be able to discu s s  the way in which the wildlife can be trans ferred 
to people. I think that it is  g oing to happen anyway in land claims s o  it 
is about time that the matter of wildlife is  trans ferred to native peop l e. It 
i s  one area that is  clos e  to people and � o  it i s  an area that I think s hould 
and could eas ily be given to native people. So these  are all my comments .  
I really am glad that you are here and we wis h  to encourage you and would 
like you to think anyway that you have s ome friends and s ome s upporters in 
this As s embly. 

--- Applause  

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. Mr. Fras er. Brief. 

Support For Government And Pas t  As s embl i es 

MR. F RASE R: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just  briefly, first  of all I would like 
to welcome the I TC to this As s embly and this well prepared document. I am 
s ure a lot of time and work went into this document. To me it is very well 
prepared. I would l ike to s peak briefly, Mr. Chairman, in s upport of the 
territorial government. We keep hearing, it keeps coming back that the 
territorial government has been in power for ten or 15 years and never done 
anythinq. I for one would like to s upport the territorial government. My 
colleague mentioned that they had never done anything but ten or 15 years ago 
he was not a lawyer. Today he i s  so  they must  have recogni z ed him s ome time 
or other. The pas t As s embly has been ru n down and run into the ground. As 
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far as the past Assembly is concerned I do  not think any of us ever did  get 
up and speak against land claims. As a matter of fact we were very sympathetic 
�,ith any l and  claim ctocument that came before this House and almost everyone 
who got up to speak to reply to the Commissioner ' s  Opening Ad dress mentioned 
the support of land claims. So if they have been reading  their papers at all 
they would find out that the past Assembly was definitely in support of any 
land claims or any d ocument that came before this House. We were sure not in 
d isagreement with it . If we did not d o  anything it was not because we did  not 
try. With those remarks , Mr. Chairman , again I would like to thank the ITC 
for this fine document that was presented to us tod ay. Thank you. 

- - -Applause 

TH E CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tolog anak) : We thank you , Mr. Fraser. We will now break 
for tea break and come back in 15 minutes . 

---SHORT REC E SS 
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T H E  C H A I R MA N  ( M r .  To l o g a n a k ) : T h e  c o mm i t t e e w i l l  c o me b a c k  t o  o r d e r . I s  i t  t h e 
M e m b e r s ' w i s h  t o  c o n t i n u e g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n w i t h  I T C ?  

- - - A g r e e d  

A n y  f u r t h e r  g e n e r a l  c o mm e n t s o r  q u e s t i o n s ?  H o n . M r . M c c a l l u m .  

H O N . A R N O L D  M c C A L L U M : N o , t h a n k  y o u .  

T H E  C H A I R M A N  ( M r .  T o l o g a n a k ) :  M r . E v a l u a r j u k . 

M R . E V A L U A R J U K : ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  M r . C h a i rm a n , t h a n k  y o u .  I d o  n o t h a v e a b i g  
q u e s t i o n  o r  a b i g c o mm e n t t o  m a k e , b u t  I t h i n k M r . S u l u k  i s  g o i n g t o  u n d e r s t a n d 
m e . I a m  v e ry h a p py t h a t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n a b l e t o  c o me h e r e  t o d ay . A l s o  I wo u l d 
l i k e y o u t o  k n ow t h a t  w e  a r e n o t c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  l a n d  c l a i m s i s s u e a n d- t h e  
c o m me n t s y o u  m a d e  w e r e  v e ry i m p re s s i v e .  I h a v e  fo r g o t t e n  w h a t  y o u s a i d  e x a c t l y ,  
s o m e o f  i t . I w o u l d l i k e t o  m a k e  a s m a l l c o mm e n t . I h a v e a l w a y s  h e a r d t h a t  
t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y d i d n o t  r e a l l y  - - I a m  n o t  s ay i n g  I d i d n o t  l i k e  y o u r  
c o mme n t s , b u t  I w o u l d l i k e t o  b e  a b l e t o  s a y t h a t i t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  e x p r e s s e d 
t h a t  t h e  E i g h t h A s s e m b l y d i d n o t d o  a v e ry g o o d  j o b . T h a t  i s  t r u e . I a m  n o t 
g e t t i n g  m a d  a b o u t  i t . I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  t a l k a b o u t  a n y t h i n g ,  y o u a re a b l e t o  
c o m me n t o n  w h a t e v e r , b u t  w e  h a v e a l w a y s  t r i e d , t h e E i g h t h  A s s e m b l y  a l w a y s  t r i e d  
t o  - - w e  k n ow s o m e  o f  t h e  M e m b e rs o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y  d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  - - t h ey a l l 
s a y t h a t  t h i s p a r t o f  t h e  b a t t l e i s  n o t h e l p i n g .  

M e m b e r s  S h o u l d  H e l p ,  N o t  C r i t i c i z e E a c h  O t h e r  

I a m  n o t  s ay i n g  I a m  i n  s u p p o r t o f  o u r  A s s e m b l y ,  b u t  I h a v e  a l w a y s s a i d  w e  a r e 
M e m b e r s o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  a n d  I w o u l d l i k e  t o  s e e t h e  H o u s e  n o t 
c r i t i c i z i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  b u t  t ry i n g  t o  h e l p e a c h  o t h e r .  I h a v e a l w a y s  e x p re s s e d  
t h i s  a n d I w o u l d l i k e t o  s e e i t . W e  h a v e a l w a y s i n v i t e d  t h e  I T C d e l e g a t e s  b u t  
t h ey h a v e  re f u s e d  t o  c o m e  a t  a p r e v i o u s  t i m e b u t  I a m  h a p py t h a t  t h e p e o p l e 
f r o m  I T C  h a v e c o m e  h e r e  t o d ay a n d  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e m . 

I w o u l d l i k e t o  m a k e 
t h i s , b u t  t o  g e t  t h e  
p e o p l e ,  l a n d  c l a i m s .  
T e r r i t o r i e s  I w o n d e r  
i s  w h a t  I wo u l d l i k e 

a n o t h e r c o mm e n t .  I w o u l d l i k e ,  m a y b e  I d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  
t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r n me n t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  t h e  N u n a v u t  

B e i n g  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y o f  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  
i f  w e  c o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e i n  t h e  l a n d  c l a i m s p ro c e s s . T h a t  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d . 

A l s o  w e  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  c o n s t i t u e n cy . I f  w e  a r e g o i n g t o  
c r i t i c i z e e a c h o t h e r ,  t h e L e g i s l a t i v e A s s e m b l y  a n d  I T C ,  t h e  p e o p l e w h o  h a v e 
v o t e d  fo r u s , w e  h a v e  t o  m a k e  t h e m  c o u n t  t o o . T h e  p ro c e s s  o f  h a v i n g  t o  w o r k  
t o g e t h e r  i s  go i n g t o  b e  v e ry h a r d i f  w e  k e e p  c r i t i c i z i n g  e a c h  o t h e r .  I d o  
n o t q u i t e u n d e r s t a n d  i f  w e  a r e n o t g o i n g t o  p a r t i c i p a t e , t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  
go v e r n me n t  a n d  t h e L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y a re n o t  g o i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e 
l a n d  c l a i m s .  I d o  n o t  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d t h i s ,  b u t  w e  c o u l d s t a r t  f r o m  t h e  
b o t t o m  a n d  m a y b e  i n  t h i s w a y  we  c o u l d h e l p e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t h ey c o u l d b e l i e v e  
i n  o u r  s u p p o r t . 

I T C A n d  C o - o p s  M i g h t  S o l v e  P r o b l e m s  

A l s o , i t  w a s  n o t m e n t i o n e d  b u t  I wo u l d l i k e t o  m a k e  a c o mm e n t o n  t h i s ,  p e r h a p s  
t h i s  c o u l d b e  a n s w e re d  o r  p e r h a p s  I c o u l d j u s t  c o mm e n t  o n  i t , b u t  h e r e i n  t h e  
N o r t hw e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  t h ey h a v e  a c o - o p f e d e r a t i o n , o wn e d  b y  t h e  p e o p l e .  
M a y b e i n  f u t u re , m ay b e  t h e re m i g h t b e  p ro b l e m s  c o m i n g  u p , a n d  p e r h a p s  w i t h  t h e 
c o - o p s  i n  Q u e b e c , i f  t h e re h a s  b e e n  a p ro b l e m , I f e e l t h e  c o - o p  f e d e r a t i o n 
o f  t h e  N o r t hw e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  t h e  l a n d  c l a i m s p e o p l e i n  t h e I T C ,  m i g h t  s o l v e  
t h e p r o b l e m s . I t  c o u l d ,  o f  c o u r s e , c re a t e p ro b l e ms l a t e r o n  b e c a u s e  i n  a n o t h e r  
w ay  t h ey m i g h t  t ry a n d  t a k e  a w a y  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  c o - o p , W e  k n o w  t h e r e  i s  
g o i n g  t o  b e  a p ro b l e m  a n d  m u c h  c r i t i c i s m l a t e r  o n  a n d  I w o u l d l i k e t h a t  re s o l v e d . 
I a m  n o t c r i t i c i s i n g  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  I n u i t p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d , s ay ,  i n  t h e  c o - o p s  
a n d  i n  I T C , b u t  I j u s t  d o  n o t  w a n t  a n y p ro b l e m s  c re a t e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e a n d  I 
wo u l d l i k e t h o s e  p ro b l e m s  t o  b e  re s o l v e d . T h a n k  y o u v e ry m u c h . 
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THE C H A I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : (Translation) Would you like to answer that , 
Mr. Suluk? 

MR. SULUK : Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I would like to answer this in Inuk titut ,  
Mark Evaluarjuk ' s  question. And t h e questions I was asked in English , I will 
answer them in Eng lish af ter . (Translation) On the comments he has made , I have 
thought about what he commented on previously but I was not the director of the 
ITC land claims negotiations , now I am also a member of the board. 
I would just like to say that IT C would like to wo�k much more co-operatively 
with the Legislative Assembly and those who are new Members. We have never 
tried to criticize this present Assembly and now I am happy that  we have taken 
this approach. I also remember the comments you have made , Mr. Evaluarjuk , 
previously in 1977 here when I was working for the CBC. I had them aired over 
the radio since you were speaking for the Inuit more so i t  seems than some members . 
Although we had in the past , criticized the Assembly excessively , it was 
warranted . I said previously here in the House that I do not want you to think 
that the previous Assembly ' s  policies were not just all bad , but i f  at all 
possible , I would like to work with this Assembly in a much better way . But , you 
must know , that even though I am one of the directors , I cannot guarantee that  
we will always be  co-operative . Even i f  I wanted to co- O P.erate in any way 
possible the overall decision o f the board must be followed. 

Assembly Should Be I nvolved In Negotiations 

Als o ,  the Legislative Assembly is elected by the people of  the Northwest 
Terri tories and I do not want to criticize  them. As a tradi tion , we do not 
criticize  the individual Members. Perhaps it  is part of  my job because we 
always criticiz e  at times because that is the way it is . Sometimes that is 
the only way. I would like to  say we were very happy and we thought  that the 
terri torial government could be involved in some future discussions and we also 
thought that Mark Evaluarjuk or anybody else elected to the Assembly should be 
involved in the neg otiations , not just the employees of the government if they 
are to be involved. We thought that that was better. 

I would like to tell you , all o f  you , the Members of  the Legislative Assembly ,  
we do not want to critici ze in a big way the way the Assembly is set up , but 
this is a concern of the people because they want to do things their own way 
and that is why we have always expressed a concern to the territoria l  government 
being involved. Now ,  I would like to talk in Eng lish now to Dennis Patterson 
and to the others. (End of translation) 

I would like to take this opportunity , Mr. Chairman , to make a few preliminary 
remarks to the replies made by Dennis Patterson and a few others . First of all 
I wou ld like to point out that we in IT C and in land claims and in the regions 
have a lot more reason to expect a closer working relationship with this present  
Legislative Assembly of  the Northwest Territories . However , there will be times 
when we would have no choice bu t to speak , at times , because of our jobs , to  
speak against some policies of  either the Northwest Territories Legislative 
Assembly or of  the te rritorial government . However , we would like you t o  know 
that , as we stated in our presentation , we do not n ormally direct them to 
individuals in the Assembly or in government , or in the federal government , 
because i t  is not the way of  the Inui t to oppose any person for the sake of 
opposing him . 
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Also, I wou ld like  to say at th i s t i me, to express my feeling that although  
in  the future, in  the near future, we may disagree with each other, however we 
in ITC, inc l ud i ng myself, have a lot more optimism in believing that we will 
be able to work together. I am encouraged by the fact that, although  as Mr. 
Evalu arju k stated, we seem to refer to the past actions of Assemblies , as 
something that we would rather lik e  to forget. However, the disagreement 
with the past Assemblies we referred to were only concerning their stand abou t, 
say, to our  mind, the legitimate political aspirations of the Inu it of Nunavu t. 
Thank you , Mr. Cha i rman. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak ): (Translation) Thank you .  Mr. Arloo ktoo. 

Req u est For Translated Document 

MR. A RLOOKTOO: (Translation) I wou ld like to ask the ITC representatives about  
some problems concerning the ITC. In our  community there have been two 
documents presented at one time; one was in Inu ktitut  and one document is only 
written i n  English. It would be so much easier if the other one cou ld be 
written i n  Inu ktitut. If the translator is not working and the docu ment comes 
in, sometimes they cannot be translated. I would also like  to come to an 
agreement or su pport the land claims and I would like to receive an Inu ktitut  
copy of the document. That is about  all. Thank you .  

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologana k ): ( Translation) Mr. S ulu k ,  could you please slow 
down when you are speaking in Inu ktitu t? 

Lack Of Money For Interpreting 

MR. SULUK: would like to reply Mr. Arlooktoo ' s  comments about  the translation 
of the document made by ITC. I wou ld like to reply. (Translation) ITC are 
short of money and they cannot look for more money and our translators and 
interpreters have to be paid by the ITC. We would like to apolo g ize for giving 
you only an English copy b ut  we cannot always translate into Inu ktitu t  becau se 
of lack of money. I realize there are interpreters present during this 
Assembly but  we do not have such things as interpreters in our office. Sometimes 
I have to interpret because of lack of money in ITC, but  wi l l  keep loo king 
into this problem. At the moment our  budget limits us. I wish we could afford 
i nterpreters of the kind the Government of the Northwest Territories have. 
Tha n k  you.  

THE CHAIRMAN  (Mr. Tologanak ): Mr. McCallu m. 

HON. A RNOLD  McCALLUM : Mr. Cha i rman, I wo u ld j ust want to comment very briefly 
and indicate on my part that I, as well as other Members, are very pleased to 
see and hear the g entleman from ITC, to hear the very i nformed and arti� ulate 
paper that was presented. It does not surprise me that it is that kind of a 
paper in the least . 

I do not want to go  into what past Houses or Legislative Assemblies have done 
in terms of putting forth views, and I do not specifically refer j u st to todays 
b ut  to the Seventh , Sixth, whatever. I think one thing that Members, Mr. 
Chairman, should recognize, the one thing I believe the Eighth Assembly did 
do was to promote a consensu s  among members, a consensus  as never before done. 
I would hope that we as Members of the Ninth Assembly will be able to say the 
same thing, that we have come to some consensus  on particular issu es. 
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Now , I do not believe at all that "land claims" , that term has been understood . 
Now , there i s  no misu nderstanding. I recognize  the paragraph that was read to 
us  abou t  the word of caution regarding the connection among matters of aboriginal 
rights ,  land claims and political change now being widely accepted and the 
determination to s ecure recognition of the importance of those connection s .  So , 
I T C have now after a n umber of difficult years made this s tatement , "No land 
claims settlement withou t  political change. " I believe that that is what has 
occurred here as well , that after particu lar years of difficu lty , that we , as 
well , recognize the two go  hand in hand and we hav� said that. 

There is a concern I think expressed by a n umber of people. There is a point of 
interes t  as to what political change really is , what the definition is , what is 
the intent , the implications ?  Les t  I be misunderstood I , too , am very m uch 
concerned with political change and I think that all Members want some kind of 
political change ,  the direction , the kind of political change ,  that will have to 
be worked out. I be l ieve that we have , as an Assembly , indicated that these two 
terms do belong together . 

Aboriginal Rights Shou ld Be Settled By Negotiation 

I am not s ure whether at this particu lar point I wou l d  want , as Mr. Sibbeston , 
the Member from Mackenzie Liard has indicated , concurrence with the suggestions. 
I think by and large that I do , b ut  I think that will come later in the discussion 
over your  five s uggestions. I believe that this government has a role to play in 
the negotiation of the land claims. I have said that before. I s ay it again . 
I believe that the connections between aboriginal rights , land claims and 
political change are vital issues that concern this Hou s e  in general and a n umber 
in partic ular. I believe , as past Houses have believed , that aboriginal rights 
shou ld be negotiated and not settled by law. I believe that is what is being 
said , that you want to negotiate thos e things. 

So , Mr . Chairman , I welcome the opportunity to have heard from the gentlemen from 
I TC .  I s hare in the optimism that I believe permeates this particu lar meeting , 
this committee meeting and I think s hared by mos t  people , if not all , within the 
As sembly itself. I look forward to continued discu s s ions with members of I TC as 
well as with members from other native organizations and with people from all 
across the Territories on this total concept of political change. I am s ure 
that the work of the Members who are here now and the review of that work in the 
next fou r  years wi l l  indicate that this particu lar Hou s e ,  as did Hou s es in the 
past , tried to come to grips with the situation that , on both sides , was not 
entirely understood but  at no time was tota l ly ,  and with malice , misunders tood. 
Thank you , Mr . Chairman. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Thank you , Mr . Mccallum . Mr. P udluk. 

---Applau s e  

MR. PUDLUK : (Translation) Thank you , Mr . Chairman . I am als o very happy for 
I TC officials being here. I think this is the first time that we are able to 
negotiate with the I TC officials. For this reason I am very happy. I n  the 
future I hope we can meet again . We know for s ure in the future we are going 
to have to work together even harder , especially to write the constitu tional 
form for land claims , government development and with a special repres entative 
to the Prime Minister. I would like to say that in the fu ture we are going to 
have to work together even harder. I wou ld also like to express the time I was 
on territorial Ass embly in the past , the Eighth Assembly ; I was on the Assembly 
for fou r  years. I wou ld like to s ay ,  as I have repeatedly said , that we should 
help each other. 



A 

- 7 1 1  -

E v e ryo n e  M a k e s  M i s t a k e s  

I a m  g o i n g  t o  u s e  l a s t  y e a r s A s s e m b l y  a s  a n  e x a m p l e .  W e  h a d  a p r o b l em  a t  t h e  
t i m e I w a s  o n  t h e  E i g h t h  A s s e m b l y .  T h r o u g h  o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s w e  h a v e b e e n  
t ry i n g  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e p r o b l e m s  w e  h a d . I s a i d t h i s b e f o r e , t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  
t ry i n g  t o  fo l l o w t h e  t r a c k  b u t  w e  s e e m  t o  b e  g o i n g s l o w e r . I w o u l d  l i k e t o  s a y 
t h a t  we  d o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a n d  a r e b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e m . W e  k n ow 
t h a t  w e  a l l m a k e  m i s t a k e s  b u t  w e  m a k e  m i s t a k e s , a l s o  w e  h a v e a v e ry d i f f i c u l t 
t a s k h e r e  a n d  I k n o w t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a v e ry d i f f i' c u l t t a s k  a l s o .  I f  w e  c o u l d g e t  
t o g e t h e r a g a i n f a c e  t o  f a c e  I d o  n o t  t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  t h i n k o f  t h e  m i s t a k e s  w e  
w i l l  h a v e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e . 

I k n o w t h i s d o c u m e n t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  a r o u n d  t h e  N o r t h , I k n o w i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  
r e a d  b y  a l o t o f  p e o p l e  b u t  I d o  n o t  w a n t t o  b e  t o l d  t h a t  I d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  l a n d  
c l a i m s a n d  I T C i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s . I h a v e  
n e v e r  s a i d t h a t  I d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  l a n d  c l a i m s .  L a s t l y ,  I wo u l d l i k e t o  s ay t h a t  
t h e  I T C o f f i c i a l s f r o m  t h e  A s s e m b l y  a l s o  m a d e  s o me  m i s t a k e s . 

T H E C H A I RMA N ( M r .  T o l o g a n a k ) : T h a n k  y o u . M r . S u l u k . 

M R . S U L U K :  T h a n k  y o u , M r .  C h a i rm a n .  I w o u l d  l i k e t o  m a k e  a f ew  r e m a r k s  t o  
M r . P u d l u k  i n  I n u k t i t u t . ( T r a n s l a t i o n ) I w o u l d l i k e t o  m a k e  a s h o r t  r e p l y  t o  
L u dy P u d l u k  c o n c e r n i n g  I T C ' s  r o l e a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o w a r d  t h e  
c o m m i s s i o n w e  h a d l a s t  y e a r .  F i r s t o f  a l l ,  w h e n  w e  f i r s t e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  I T C 
we  m a d e  a l o t o f  m i s t a k e s . W e  a l s o d i d t h e s a me  t h i n g w h e n  w e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  
c o mm i s s i o n a n d  w o r k e d  f o r t h e  c om m i s s i o n i n  t h e  p a s t .  I d i d n o t  l i k e t o  
c r i t i c i z e t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  p a s t .  I T C  h a s  a b o l i s h e d  t h e  c o mm i s s i o n b e c a u s e  
t h e y w e r e  n o t  i n  f a v o u r  o f  w h a t  t h ey w e r e  d o i n g .  

A t  t h e  m o m e n t  we  h a v e c o n s i d e r e d a p p r o a c h i n g t h e  c o mm i s s i o n o n  t h e  l a n d  c l a i m s 
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  a d i f fe re n t  w ay . F o r  e x a m p l e , I t h i n k  r i g h t  n o w I T C a n d  t h e  
c o m m u n i t i e s w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e t o  s e t t l e a n y t h i n g r i g h t  a w a y  i f  t h e y w o r k  a t  i t  
t o o  f a s t .  I d o  n o t  w a n t t o  m a k e  a n y p r o b l e m s  by s ay i n g  t h a t  t h e  E i g h t h 
L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  o r  a n y  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  b e f o r e  t h a t  w a s  n o t  w o r k i n g 
we l l  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  t h e r e i s  r e a l l y  n o  d i s a g r e e m e n t  n ow . 

T H E C H A I R M A N  ( M r .  To l o g a n a k ) :  I w o u l d l i k e t o  w e l c o me  o u r  M e m b e r  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  
Ke e w a t i n ,  M r .  C u r l e y .  

I n f o r m a t i o n  I s  App re c i a t e d  

M R . C U R L E Y : ( T r a n s l a t i o n ) T h a n k  y o u  v e ry m u c h . I w o u l d  l i k e t o  a p o l o g i z e  t h a t  
we  c a me  i n  q u i t e  l a t e  b u t  we  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  o u r  s t ay  i n  t h e  K e e w a t i n a l s o .  I 
w a s  a b l e t o  t a l k  t o  T h o m a s  S u l u k  f o r a s h o r t w h i l e  a n d  I n e v e r  h e a r d  w h a t  h e  w a s  
t a l k i n g a b o u t  b e f o r e . I a m  v e ry h a p py t h a t  t h e  I T C  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s c a n  c o m e  a n d  
t a l k w i t h t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .  I t h i n k i t  i s  k n o w n  t h a t  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  
d i s c u s s e d h e r e i n  Y e l l o w k n i fe  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  g i v e n  o u t  t o  p e o p l e  o r  p e o p l e  a r e 
n o t  i n f o r me d a b o u t  i t  t o o  m u c h , b u t  I a m  v e ry h a p py t h a t  y o u  c a m e h e r e t o  i n f o rm 
u s  s o  t h e  p e o p l e  c a n  b e  i n f o rme d a b o u t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  h e r e .  

I d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  t a l k t o o  l o n g , b u t  I wo u l d l i k e t o  a s k  a c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s . 
T h i s l a n d  c l a i m s s e t t l e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  w o r k e d  o n  f o r s o  l o n g , b u t  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
A s s e m b l y  i s  r i g h t  n o w . B u t  p e r h a p s  I w o u l d l i k e t o  a s k  - - t h e  E i g h t h  L e g i s l a t i v e  
A s s e m b l y  wo u l d a l s o  h a v e  l i k e d t o  s e t t l e t h i s  a n d  T o m  B u t t e r s  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e 
t h a t  w e  h a d  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h i s  p r o b l em .  I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  

T H E  C H A I RMA N ( M r .  T o l o g a n a k ) :  E x c u s e  m e , �r . C u r l ey .  T h e  i n t e r p r e t e r c a n n o t  
h e a r  y o u . 
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MR . CURLEY: (Transl at i on) In the North they wanted to start . It is evident 
that this shows there were obviousl y  obstructions for l and cl aims. We woul d 
al so l i ke to have l and cl a i ms and I know how George Braden thinks on this . 
I bel ieve he is the Mini ster responsibl e  for tourism and if there is to be a 
travel industry associ ati on mentioned in the conference i n  the Keewatin, the 
tourism camps wil l sure l y be owned by Ameri cans . It was mentioned that if 
there was to be a settl ement of l and c l aims, the outpost camps, the camps in 
the Keewati n  shoul d be owned sol e l y by the Inuit and' the travel industry shoul d 
put pressure on Economic Deve l opment and Tourism . I woul d l ike to know, I am 
asking you how woul d you feel about this in terms of proceeding with the 
devel opment of l and c l aims? The Government of the Northwest Territories, the 
Inu i t  from the East, they are very weak and have expressed they have no desire 
to go on the Executive Committee, a minister i al post . I woul d l ike to ask you 
woul d it be  better if the Eastern Arctic caucus joined the Nunavut government 
if it was so establ ished? Those are the questions I am asking and I woul d l ike 
to get an answer . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak): Thank you, Mr . Curl ey .  Mr . Su l uk .  

Contro l Of Tourist Camps 

MR. SULUK : (Transl ation) I wil l answer the fi rst question that Mr. Cur l ey asked . 
I w i l l  give the second question to the person on my right or to A l l en Maghagak , 
if it i s  understood . The f i rst question on the tour i st camps ; they are run by 
outs i ders or i nvestors or the industrial expl oration peop l e .  In that regard we 
know that the government has stated that, if we are to have a settl ement of 
l and cl aims, those of us who a l ready have camps in the Territories, where oil 
expl oration starts with permits, we start to stake cl aims . These cannot be 
removed as stated by the federal government. We have expressed concern that 
we shoul d be abl e to stake cl aims and run tourist camps . We woul d not even 
cons i der touchi ng them . These are prime exampl es of things we shoul d have 
control l ed oursel ves .  These are some of the things we shoul d control oursel ves 
and they are be i ng run by other than Inuit . We woul d l ike to control ,  as such, 
tourist camps . We woul d l ike to run them oursel ves for economic reasons. If 
we had economics through the settl ement of l and cl aims we woul d certain l y  want 
to get invol ved with this . 

It wil l be very difficul t  to try and control the oil r i ghts that are cl aimed and 
I th i nk i t  is now i mposs i b l e  to even try and remove them from this base . This 
i s  oil stake cl ai ms .  We al so know the price of g ol d is very high and the 
government has stated for those who have al ready staked c l a i ms they shoul d not 
be forced to abandon or g i ve up their r i ghts on these cl aims. I am saying that 
we are not total l y  against this, and if you have any further questions now I 
woul d l i ke the second part of the answer presented . 

MR . MERR ITT: I am not sure that I caught the ent i re question , but i f  i t  did 
rel ate to how the Nunavut council l ors shoul d see themsel ves in this Assembl y, 
I woul d suggest that it might be compatibl e  with the aims of ITC i f  the 
Nunavut Members tr i ed to speak in part for the interests of a Nunavut government, 
in the event that a Nunavut government does come about . On the issue of whether 
or not to join the Executive Comm i ttee, I think it is fair to say that ITC has 
not adopted a position on that . I think that that, in l arge measure, woul d 
depend upon whether the Members from Nunavut thought they coul d achieve more 
by staying outside the process and trying to put themsel ves in the p l ace of a 
future Nunavut government, or woul d prefer to join the Executive Committee and 
carry out their work that way . Did I answer your question at l east in part , 
Mr . Curl ey? 
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MR.  CU R LEY : Yes, I think so. I just wondered if my question was general 
enough, if I TC had taken a position, I was just trying to get some respon se from 
you and I think it is clear enough, to my question anyway . 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you, Mr. Curley. Mr. Nerysoo. 

No Statemen t  Of Support For Dene Nation 

HON . R I CHA R D  NERYSOO: Yes, I guess I have somewhat delayed some of the criticism 
I am going  to give now in that, as a Dene sitting  on this Assembly I have not 
heard in your statement  any kind  of support at all for the Dene Nation and its 
existence. It  is a good thing you are happy with the north of the tree line 
caucus , however I have also been somewhat unhappy that they too, have not 
supported the Dene Nation and they have not supported in principle , the Dene 
governmen t. During my first, I guess, speech in this House , that was one of 
the first issues I raised ; that was to support Nunavut and a Nunavut governmen t  
in principle. I think that it is a very important element in trying  to have 
the I nuit, the Dene, begin to support one  another that we have in fact, the 
same objectives. We have the same concern s  with regard to aboriginal rights. 
I think it is a very, very importan t thing  to make known to people. 

THE CHA I R MAN (Mr. Tologanak): (Tran slation) Mr. Suluk. 

M R .  SULU K: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. With regard to the I TC supporting the Dene 
Nation, I would have to say that we felt that it is not our business to say 
something either in support or in opposition to the Dene Nation or their 
objectives. We do not feel sufficient ly knowledgeable in our part of the world 
to say how the Dene Nation should get their land  claims or get their aims 
reached. 

Official Permission From Dene Nation Needed 

However, we have talked in the past regularly and had some good discussion s  
with the presiden t  of the Dene Nation,  Georges Erasmus, a n d  we have absolutely 
no disagreement. However, I do not feel that I have the mandate from my board 
of directors , of which I am a part, to disclose any specific things publicly 
at this time without being asked officially by the Dene Nation .  However , I 
s hould like to point out that we do support the Dene Nation. I t  is just that 
we are not quite sure whether the Dene people would like it too much if we said 
something publicly without the expressed permission or without the expressed 
wis h for direction from the Dene Nation. Therefore, I would like to reply to 
you that the fact that we have not come out publicly does not mean that we do 
not support your proposals , or what the Dene people are trying to do, it  is 
just that we do not feel competent at this time to try and, to use a bad term, 
to meddle in your affairs for the fear of being  accused of interfering  in other 
people's affairs. So , that is the only reason why we have at this time, why 
we have been quiet about the Dene Nation. But,  whenever Georges Erasmus is 
passing through Ottawa , we always get together. Unfortunately, I do not feel 
that I can disclose any information at this time. 

THE CHA I R MAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Thank you , Mr. Suluk. I s  there any further 
discussion or comments or questions? Mr. Patterson. 
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MR. PATTERSON: J ust briefly, if I may, Mr. Chairman . I would like to explain 
why perhaps I have not taken a stronger position of support of the Dene people 
as the Hon. Mr. Nerysoo seems to think some Members have neglected doing . 
I feel strongly that when we are speaking about aboriginal rights in the 
Northwest Territories it goes with out saying that the aboriginal rights of 
the Inuit are to be considered along with the aboriginal rights of the other 
aboriginal peoples of the  Northwest Territories , including all the Dene people 
and their descendants. 

I am anxious , as I said in my reply to the Commissioner's Address in the fall, 
to find out what the Dene position is and where they see themselves fitting 
into the political future of the Northwest Territories; whether they feel in 
any way threatened by the Nunavut proposal and, if so , what can be done to 
support and accommodate their vision of their place in the future political 
development of the Northwest Territories. 

Need For Discussion With Dene Nation 

I think Mr. Nerysoo's remarks point out the need for a very similar discussion 
such as we are having now with the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada , with the Dene 
Nation. I hope as soon as possible, and perhaps in �his session if it is 
possible, if we have time , the leaders of the Dene Nation C dn come forward 
and enlighten me as to what place they see in the future and what their definition 
of self-determination really means in terms of the next ten or 15 years of 
political and constitutional development in the Northwest Territories. I am 
supportive, I would like to find out more about what the Dene position is 
though, and I am pleased that the unity committee and this Assembly are very 
interested in learning about their views. I am quite ignorant I must confess. 
I am ignorant of the West and maybe it is obvious in some of the remarks I 
make, but it certainly does not mean that I am not supportive of the legitimate 
interests of all aboriginal peoples in the Northwest Territories. Thank you. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tolog anak) : Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Is there any further 
discussion? Mr. Butters . 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr . Chairman, I would wish to join with other Members of 
the Assembly and extend a thanks to Mr. Suluk ' s  delegation for taking the time 
to come to Yellowkni fe .  It is an investment of many days out of their very 
busy schedule, and I think their appearance here has been valuable to us all. 
I compliment Mr. S uluk on the very effective manner in which the position of 
ITC was put before us. I do have a number or a couple of questions which I 
would like to ask and possibly if Mr. Suluk feels he could answer or would wish 
to answer , he might do so. 

I support what he says about frank discussion. I think that frank discussion 
is one thing that has really not occurred among, or between, the people of 
the Territori es. I do not suq qest this as a criticism in any way of ITC  because 
I feel that ITC has been very open and very communicative with regard to its 
objectives , its goals and its aspirations, and the appearance of senior members 
of that organization before this House today underlines that willingness. 

Excellent Beginning For Continuing Dialogue 

I think it is important that such discussions should occur in some forum in 
the Territories and I do believe that this is as good a forum as any. Representa­
tives of all interests are here, the press is here with its ability to 
communicate what is said in this House in many of the lang uages and d i alects 
of these Territories. I think this is an excellent beginning possibly for a 
continuing dialogue between the native organizations and this Assembly in the 
months ahead. S o ,  I welcome that and I compliment the members from ITC for 
their presentation. 
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I w o u l d  a l s o  c o m p l i m e n t  t h em f o r t h e  p a p e r , w h i c h  a l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  
t o d ay o r  r e f e r r e d  t o  t o d ay o n  w h i c h , I  b e l i e v e , M r . S u l u k ' s  r e m a r k s  w e r e  b a s e d 
a n d  I c o m p l i me n t  t h e m  o n  t h e  p a p e r  " P o l i t i c a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  N u n a v u t " .  I n  
s a y i n g  t h a t ,  o b v i o u s l y  I d o  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  e v e ry t h i n g t h a t  i s  c o n t a i n e d  t h e r e i n ,  
a n d  I d o  n o t  i ma g i n e  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  I n u i t T a p i r i s a t  a g r e e d  w i t h  e v e ry t h i n g 
t h a t  w a s  i n  t h a t  p a p e r  w h e n i t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  a t  I g l o o l i k  i n  S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 7 9 . 
H owe v e r , i t  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  p a p e r . I t  r a i s e s  q u e s t i o n s ; i t  r a i s e s  c o n c e r n s ; 
i t  r a i s e s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  f a c e  t h i s  A s s e m b l y a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  e m b ry o n i c 
l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s e m b l y  o f  N u n a v u t  o r  N u n a t s i a q o r  w h a t e v e r  t h a t  n a m e  m a y  b e . 
I w o u l d h o p e  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  d o e s  t h e p a p e r  r e c e i v e  w i d e  d i s t r i b u t i o n b u t  i t  
i s  r e a d  w i d e l y  a n d  i t  i s  s t u d i e d b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  b a s e  l i n e  d o c u me n t  
a n d  I t h i n k w e  c a n  t h a n k t h e  o r i g i n a t o r s  a n d  a u t h o r s  f o r  p u t t i n g  i t  t o g e t h e r . 

N ow my q u e s t i o n s  a r e  r a t h e r  s i m p l e .  T h ey r e l a t e  i n  o n e  a s p e c t  t o  a p o i n t 
r a i s e d  by  M r . M c C a l l u m .  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  o n  p o i n t  t h r e e : T h i r d l y ,  I T C s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  t h e A s s e m b l y  i n d i c a t e  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n me n t  t h a t  n o  f u r t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e 
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o w e r s  s h o u l d b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  O t t a w a  u n t i l t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
o f  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e  h a s  b e e n  d e c i d e d . I w o n d e r  i f  M r . S u l u k  o r  a ny m e m b e r o f  
h i s  d e l e g a t i o n m i g h t  b e  a l i t t l e m o r e  s p e c i f i c  i n  i n d i c a t i n g  j u s t  w h a t 
" d i r e c t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e " a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  h e r e  d e s c r i b e s ? D o e s  t h a t  m e a n  
a n  a c c e p t a n c e  b y  t h e f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t o f  s e t t i n g u p  a s e p a r a t e  e a s t e r n t e r r i t o ry ?  

T H E C H A I R M A f l ( M r . T o l o g a n a k ) :  M r .  S u l  u k .  

I T C A n d  N . W . T . G o v e r n me n t  M ay A s k  F o r  T h e  S a m e  T h i ngs  

M R . S U L U K :  T h a n k  y o u , M r .  C h a i r ma n . I c a n  o n l y a t  t h i s t i me a n s w e r  M r . B u t t e r s  
i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s . T h i s p o i n t  w a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e f a c t  t h a t ,  a s  
w e  me n t i o n e d , t h i s L e g i s l a t i v e A s s e m b l y  w a n t  t o  t a k e  o v e r  s u c h  a s  r e s o u r c e  
m a n a g e me n t o r  o t h e r  a r e a s  w h i c h  t h e  p re s e n t  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  a n d  t h e 
G o v e r n me n t o f  t h e N o r t hwe s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  d o  n o t  h a v e  a t  t h i s t i m e .  T h e  r e a s o n  
w h y  w e  a r e t a k i n g  t h e  s t a n d  a t  t h i s m o m e n t  i s  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  e n t e r i n g , w e  
w i l l  b e  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t o  m e  a s  
a n e g o t i a t o r  i t  f e e l s l i k e t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  o r  t h e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r n m e n t i s  c l a i m i n g p r e t ty w e l l  t h e  m a i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  I n u i t 
i n  t h e  N o r t hw e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  w a n t  t o  t a k e  o v e r . 

F o r  t h i s p u r p o s e w e  w o u l d l i k e t o  h a v e  t h i s L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y ,  i f  a t  a l l 
p o s s i b l e ,  r e s p e c t  t h e  l a n d  c l a i m s p r o c e s s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  g o i n g , w e  h o p e , by  a s  
e a r l y  a s  t h i s s u mme r .  W e  f e e l  t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  t h i s L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y w a n t s , a l t h o u g h  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  a m o r e  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e m a n n e r . S o  t o  y o u r  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  I w o u l d h a v e  t o  r e p l y  t h a t 
we  a r e  u n e a s y  a b o u t  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  A s s e m b l y  o r  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r n me n t  
a s k i n g  f o r t h e s a m e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  a s k i n g  fo r ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w o u l d s e e m 
t h a t  w e  w i l l  n o t  h a v e a ny t h i n g l e f t  t o  c l a i m  o t h e r  t h a n  g e t t i n g  s o m e  t r a c t s  
o f  l a n d  o r  a c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  m o n ey f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p l u s  a f ew c u l t u r a l 
p r o g r a m s  o r  a f e w  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n c l u s i o n  p r o g r a m s . T h e  I n u i t i n  t h e  N o r t h we s t  
T e r r i t o r i e s  a r e  n o t  m a i n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h o s e  l i t t l e p a r t i c i p a t o ry p r o g r a m s . 
W e  a r e n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j u s t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n  t h e  s a me  m a n n e r  a s  h u n t e r s  
a n d  t r a p p e r s  o r  e d u c a t i o n  s o c i e t i e s  o r  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  g a m e  � o u n c i l s  
o r  t h o s e a d v i s o ry b o d i e s . W e  d o  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  w e  c o u l d h a v e  t o o  m u c h  i n p u t  
t h r o u g h t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t o ry p r o g r a m s . 
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S ettlement Should Be With Federal Govern ment  

So  it may be possible in the future that, after we  come to an agreement  with the 
federal governmen t, it may be that some of the thin gs that we will agree to will 
require workin g  s ide by side or un der some territorial government  programs, but 
at this time that is the main reason why we want  the territorial Assembly as 
much as possible, for as lon g as they can -- I guess in effect we should be 
presenting this request to the federal govern ment. ' We do n ot want to have to - ­
we feel that the territorial government  is having  a lan d  claims proposal of 
their own an d we feel, as we stated in the paper, that our settlemen t should be 
between the Inuit of Nun avut and with the federal Government  of Canada. Thank 
you, Mr. Chairman .  

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak): Mr . Butters, did you have another question ?  

HON. TOM BUTTE RS: Yes, Mr . Chairman . Through you I thank Mr. S uluk for a 
very complete an swer on  such short n otice . That was most helpful. There was 
one other brief item, although it is of major importan ce, which I marked within 
the paper itself. I just can not find the referen ce now but it is a matter which 
has obviously been addressed an d is being  addressed by Inuit Tapirisat relative 
to the proposed fun ding  for the n ew territory , I n ote that I think on two or 
three occasions t here is referen ce in the paper to taxation approaches or 
taxation policies which Nunavut may be lookin g  at some years down the road. I 
won der if the members from ITC might offer some of the possible approaches which 
are bein g contemplated or would be contemplated by Nun avut, especially sin ce 
this Legislature and  Members of this Legislature are interested in developin g 
si milar practices an d similar arran geme n ts .  

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tologan ak): Mr . S uluk. 

MR. S ULUK: Thank you ,  Mr. Chairman . I would like to tra nsfer the question over 
to either John Merritt or to Allen Maghagak . 

Fifteen Year Timetable 

MR . ME RRITT: I think in the prop osal that came out at Igloolik there was a 
statement  that the ability of a governmen t to fin an ce itself in  part determin es 
the kin d of jurisdictio n that governme n t  has . I think one reason why ITC 
attached a 1 5  year timetable to the evolution of Nunavut into a provin cial 
governmen t was the un derstandin g that Nunavut, at least in itially, would not be 
able to stan d on its own financial feet. I thin k Nunavut, at least in  the 
first few years, would n ot be in a much differen t  position than the existin g 
territorial governmen t is n ow. To some exten t  i t  is very hard to project 
revenue forecasts for the n ext ten or 15 years, particularly when revenue in 
the far North depends to a large exten t on the kin d  and rate of non-renewable 
resource development. 

Now we are workin g  on that, but all we can say at the momen t  is that a Nun avut 
territory, like the existin g Northwest Territories would have to look to the 
federal government  for federal finan cing . I do n ot think that is incompatible 
with Can adian federalism generally, if you look to some of the maritime 
provin ces. They do enjoy some special arran gements with the federal gove rnment 
and after all one  reason for having  a federal system is that some parts of the 
coun try that are not as well e ndowed with resources an d reven ues can look to 
the central govern men t to help them out in carryin g  out their respon sibilities. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak): Thank  you, gentlemen . It is 4 : 00 o'clock and  
it is tea time again .  We will break for another 15 min utes. 

- - -S HORT RECESS 
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THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): The committee will come to order. 
into the discussion. Mr. Butters, I believe. You are finished. 

We are back 
Mr. Noah. 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) I want to make a comment and I also have a short 
question. Just a few minutes ago there was a comment made that they had found 
mineral deposits and it is getting harder to get land for a lot and we all 
know that mining companies have always had problems getting money from the 
government. I do not understand why there is so much of a hurry. I also have 
a question to Thomas Suluk and that is that there have been discussions about 
land claims and all the people in the Northwest Territories are aware of this 
because there have been discussions about it for a number of years. All 
communities are well informed about the land claims commission and they must 
be expecting -- all of the people of the Northwest Territories, Inuit and non­
Inuit. I would just like to know why the land claims settlement is taking so 
long. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Suluk. 

Reasons For Delay In Land Claims Settlement 

MR. SULU K: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to answer 
William Noah ' s  straightforward question. My answer to the question is it has 
been heard before and the land claims settlement has been tried to be settled 
for so long. Ft rst of all I am going to talk about -- around 197 5 there was 
a proposal that said that they would have land claims and this has been 
understood and it had been accepted by the legal services and non- natives. This 
was returned at the end. The commission was made up and the Inuit had a 
meeting. They said that they would have to be included. Self-determination 
would have to be included and they also heard about the agreement in principle. 
They did not want any amount of money. They also wanted self-government and 
for a number of years they discussed - - the federal government i n  Ottawa said 
that the Inuit cannot have aboriginal rights and they cannot have self­
determination . It cannot be discussed at all. We should face it that we 
should not even discuss self-determination or a government set up by Inuit. 
Now, because of this, the first representatives could not consult with the 
people. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Suluk , would you slow down a bit? The 
interpreters are having  trouble. 

MR. S ULU K: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I will slow down. (Translation) I said 
that last year or a year ago the ITC said that the negotiations progress is 
going too slow and so they dissolved the commission and people have heard about 
it. It is not new news. It is known by everybody now because it has been 
talked about. The commission was eliminated because they were going to deal 
with land claims and last year in the summertime they were going to start on 
this again. The public was waiting for the negotiations and for the agreement 
and for ITC to have their annual meeting but it was delayed again. The 
different associations were leaving for the meeting for agreement and the 
agreement has not been progressed. I am hesitating to make a comment on this. 
We are very sorry that we did not discuss this at the ITC annual meeting. This 
far I have moved to Ottawa where it was aired that there were employees in the 
Keewatin and at first they waited for the association, but the real reason, the 
other reason was because the new federal party, the Progressive Conservatives, 
were inquiring about aboriginal land claims and there would be a policy paper 
also dealing with a policy for the constitution. The Progressive Conservative 
party was falling apart again and there had to be another election. Now, the 
land claims settlement could not be presented, the land claims had to be 
presented to the federal government but the parties were not prepared, and so 
we could not present it. In January the party fell and they felt that they 
could not deal with this during the election. 
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Now we hav e  a new federal party , the Liberal party , and again this party will 
not be ready to meet for a month or two. There has to be a new Minister of 
Indian and Northern Affairs appointed and for this reason we will not be able 
to start until this summer on this agreement. I understood in Baker Lake that 
that problem had to be dealt wi th right away on aboriginal rights and 
development but we are waiting for the federal government and when they are 
ready to negotiate with us then we will start again. The problem in Baker 
Lake is to be dealt with as soon as possible and we will be dealing with it at 
our Ottawa meeting next month. For that reason I cqnnot really answer or comment 
on this as to how it will be set up. That is the only answer I have  for you 
as to why it is taking so long to settle the land claims. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Tologanak): Mr. Noah , have  you been answered? 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Yes , thank you v ery much , Mr. Chairman , and I have  
no further questions. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Any further discussion? Any questions? Mr. 
Patterson. 

Position Of The Assembly And The Creation Of Nunavut 

M R .  PATTERS ON: I would like to ask a question for a little clarificat i on on 
one of the fiv e  points made in the paper and it is the first point on page 10. 
It says: " First , ITC suggests that the Council support the making of certain 
assumptions by ITC about the creation of Nunav ut throughout negotiations , even 
if the Legislative  Council prefers to reserv e  its final position on Nunav u t  
to a later date . " 

I would like to know , Mr. Chairman , if the delegation could tell us , could you 
be more specific; what assumptions by ITC about the creation of Nunavut do you 
wish the Assembly to support? I would just like to have a little more detail 
about that because I think the Assembly will certainly be having occasion to 
consider the Nunavut proposal . Perhaps at some point 1n its future , after we 
have consulted all groups in the Northwest Territories , perhaps to a report 
of the Nunav ut committee we may make a vote or take the position on the Nunav ut 
proposal , and perhaps the federal government will ask us to take a position 
but what assumptions do you want us to make in the meantime ? Can you give  us 
more details and perhaps explain how it would help your negotiations for us to 
make these statements of principle? 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr .  Tologanak): Mr. Suluk. 
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Pol i t i cal Concess i ons 

MR. SULUK: Thank you , Mr. Cha i rman. I w i ll refer th i s  quest i on over to Mr. 
Merr i tt ,  one of our legal counsels , but f i rst of all I would l i ke to make a 
general comment. I f  the Inu i t  of Nunavut had not wanted to have pol i t i cal 
concess i ons , because at thi s  t i me ,  as I ment i oned before , we are not i n  any 
pos i t i on to dec i de what happens i n  our land , and the pol i t i cal development 
paper concern i ng the proposed future of Nunavut was made as a comprom i se ,  
bel i eve i t  or not , because the or i g i nal pos i t i on of the Inu i t wh i ch to th i s  
po i nt i s  st i ll one of the pr i nc i ples that i s  adhered to by ITC , there i s  one 
whi ch says that the Inu i t of Nunavut w i ll reserve the r i ght to get the i r own 
pol i t i cal i nst i tutions along I nu i t pol i t i cal l i nes , or i n  Inu i t pol i t i cal 
c i rcles , wh i ch ra i sed a lot of  fears on the part of the federal government. 
To my knowledge ,  even , or i n  sp i te of the fact that the I nu i t ,  or some Inu i t 
of Nunavut m i ght say we want noth i ng to do w i th the terr i tor i al Assembly or w i th 
any i nst i tuti ons wh i ch are not part of the way the I nu i t want them , th i s  
pol i t i cal devel opment paper i s  i n  respect a compromi se on the part of I TC  and 
on the part of the I nu i t  because by adopt i ng a pos i t i on wh i ch i s  very s i m i lar 
to the ex i st i ng terr i tor i al Assembly , we feel that s i nce we are adopt i ng a 
southern Canad i an system , wh i ch i s  not really the or i g i nal system of the I nu i t ,  
that we feel that the government , those i n  power , would feel less i ncl i ned to 
oppose a proposal wh i ch i s  to my knowledge tak i ng a system from the Canadi an 
system whi ch i s  not ours . 

So , i n  effect , we are say i ng we could take a very hard l i ne ,  but s i nce we are 
reasonable people we w i ll adopt your system , if i t  i s  th i s  way because of the 
fact that i n  th i s  k i nd of Leg i slat i ve Assembly made up of representat i ves from 
large centres l i ke Yellowkn i fe or Fort Sm i th or Fort S i mpson or others because 
they are more used to thi s  southern style of system , they have the d i st i nct 
advantage over the Inu i t ,  for example , who may not be fam i l i ar w i th all the i ns 
and outs of controll i ng what i s  happen i ng i n  the North. 

Support Of The Leg i slat i ve Assembly 

So , we are ask i ng ,  we would l i ke to ask thi s Leg i slat i ve Assemb l y  to support , 
I guess I should say at the least , support the creat i on of Nunavut because i t  
i s  st i ll go i ng to be the same k i nd of system as we have now except that i t  
wou l d  ensure that the Inu i t i n  the E a stern Arct i c  would end up i n  the maj or i ty 
and would be able to control or d i rect pol i cy to the i r new c i v i l serv i ce because 
at th i s  t i me we do not feel , or rather , we feel that too many of the pol i c i es 
made by the Government of the Northwest Terr i tor i es reflect more or less the 
wi shes of bus i nessmen or developers or other people who l i ve i n  Yellowkni fe ,  
Fort S i mpson or elsewhere. So , the pol i c i es wh i ch are created , whether we l i ke 
them or not , i n  the Eastern Arct i c  we have to follow them. 

So , we are aski ng on th i s  po i nt to have th i s  terr i tor i al Leg i slati ve Assembly 
support the creat i on of Nunavut. I t  does not mean that the federal government 
w i ll be l i sten i ng to the terr i tor i al Assembly or to the I nu i t .  I t  does not 
mean i t  w i ll come about and we know pretty well that i t  m i ght not necessar i ly 
come about , but at least we want th i s  Assembly to support and assume that there 
w i l l  be a Nunavut government . Maybe , j ust maybe ,  we may f i nd a solut i on .  I f  
you want a more concrete answer I could have Mr. Merr i tt make an add i t i on to 
i t .  Thank you , M r . Chai rman . 
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MR. MERR ITT: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. I shou l d say i n  correspondence with the 
Minister of Indian Affai rs and land development over the last six months or so, 
ITC has asked that the Minister accept that ITC would recommence negotiat i ons 
on the assumption that there would be a Nunavut government. That i s  not asking 
the federal government to make a commi tment at this time. In fact, the federal 
government has indicated i t  is not wi l ling to ma ke a dec i s i on one way or the 
other at this po i nt. 

However, if we are able to go i nto that negoti ation • w i th that working assumption 
on our part, we wil l  be ab l e to negot i ate many of the non-political aspects to 
the agreement prior to the who l e question of political chang e i n  the Terr i tories 
being decided. Really what we are saying i s  that we would l i ke the Assembly 
to support i n  principle our making a wor king assumption as to there being a 
Nunavut government at some point in the future. That w i l l  a l low us to go  
forward with negot i atio ns and w i l l  not force us to awa i t the resolution of the 
enti re questi on of const i tutional change in the Territor i es. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak ): Mr. Patterson, do you w i sh -- any further 
d i scussion? Perhaps I should recognize Mr. Awa and Mr. Al l areak. Could you 
please show your appreciation? 

---Applause 

Is there any further d i scuss i on? Mr. Butters. 

Referendum North Of The Tree L i ne 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: I just have a supplementary, sir, to the questi on ask ed by 
the hon. Member from Frob i sher Bay. In the paper "Po l i tical Development In 
Nunavut" there is reference to a referendum among the peop l e of the North. 
think i t  sug gests that a referendum i s  not cons i dered too necessary. I wonder 
i f  either one of the members of the delegation from ITC might speak to the 
adv i sab i l i ty or des i rab i l i ty or the necessity of hold i ng some type of referendum 
north of the tree l i ne. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Suluk. 

MR.  S U L UK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Let me j ust say that as Will i am Noah said 
the land c l aims have been with us for close to a decade without any real 
agreement being reached . We do feel that that maybe some time i n  the future 
when we may have to put this question to a referendum amongst the people. F i rst 
of all, I would have to say I would restr i ct the referendum, i f  there was one, 
to the peop l e of Nunavut. Now, whether that would i nclude non- Inuit as wel l , 
and if it shou l d happen since this proposal i s  not only for the Inuit, it is 
onl y  an attempt to sat i sfy both cu l tures I guess, but on the other hand, we 
are try i ng to sat i sfy the Inu i t by g i v i ng them more respons i ble government wh i ch 
would deal spec i f i cally w i th them and at the same t i me to keep this proposal i n  
a way that the government would be more w i l l i ng to accept i t, other than the 
fact that maybe there i s  not enough populat i on i n  the Northwest Territor i es to 
warrant that for a l l pract i cal purposes. Other than that, i t  is a ser i ous 
attempt to come to gr i ps w i th the desire of the Inu i t  to ga i n some sort of 
control over their future. 

I do not know i f  i t  would be poss i ble for the federal government to g i ve some 
k i nd of co ntrol over to the Inu i t without hav i ng to di v i de the Terr i tor i es. 
do not know. Th i s  i s  in the publ i c forum. The pol i t i cal deve l opment paper i s  
a publ i c  document . It i s  in the hands of both levels of government and i t  i s  i n  
the hands of the Inu i t. All we really want i s  for the federal government to say , 
"We recog n i ze that there i s  a leg i t i mate need, th i s  i s  a leg i t i mate problem. We 
w i ll deal with i t . "  That i s  not what we are say i ng here. We want the federal 
government to recogn i ze the fact that someth i ng has to be done. I do not know 
what w i l l  happen. Once they say , " Okay, we w i ll deal w i th i t  ser i ously" , then 
I th i nk the land cla i ms negot i at i on coul d progress at a faster rate . Does that 
answer your questi on? 
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THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak ) :  Hon. Mr. Butters. 

Referendum For Nunavut Residents Only 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Chairman, I think it is helpful. It is on page 15 of 
the paper and I think Mr . Suluk responded that the belief of the  ITC is that a 
referendum would be held, but it would be held among residents of Nunav ut  only. 
I guess the reference in the  paper suggests that ITC would not expect or would 
not wish to see a referendum that would be territorial wide. Is that reading 
of the statement in the paper correct, Mr. Chairman? 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Mr. Suluk. 

MR. SULUK: I will let Mr. Maghagak answer this question. 

M R .  MAGHAGAK: Mr. Chairman, I think in order to answer the hon. Member's 
question, to understand that our position in regard to the  negotiations of land 
claims and also discussions on the constitutional and development end of our 
negotiations, I think first of all we have to identify what our position is 
going to be in respect to land claims and also to identify exactly how the 
government or the Nunavut government is going to be set up and then put the 
referendum to the people of Nunavut, whether they are Inuit or non- Inuit. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Thank you, sir. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Any further discussion? Mrs. Sorensen. 

Northern Style Government 

MRS.  SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman . Mr. Suluk, I also join in with my 
colleagues in offering my congratulations on your submission today. I think 
it was a frank and open submission and I appreciate the restraint with which 
you made it. In my response to the Commissioner ' s  Address I stated that I did 
not see the ambitions for a divided territory as a threat . In fact I said 
that I felt it was a challenge, a challenge to this government �nd a challenge 
to the people of the North as a whole . I said that I personally would prefer 
to see that the North remains united because I for one see a great strength 
in a united Territories but I also s a id that I would be prepared to help take 
the steps toward supporting division of the Territories if that, in the end, 
is what is in the best interests of northern people . 

I proposed at that time that we look seriously inward into the structure of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories, that we evaluate the traditional 
southern model of responsible government, a model which, as Mr. Patterson has 
time and time again pointed out and which I have made comments on, a model which 
is one which our Executive Committee is now fashioned after. I suggested that 
we look closely to try to find a new structure, a northern style government 
based on our northern priorities, even if it ultimately meant that terrible 
word "regional government " .  I propose that this government set aside all our 
southern models and that we define a northern way of governing, as I said, a 
government where t h e  emphasis is on the region. 



- 722 -

A question which has constantly been on my mind as a Member is not should we 
allow more reg ional expression, but how can regional expression be best met 
in this government under one united government? I felt then and still do feel 
that one of the first p laces to start to make the territorial government into 
a g overnment of  this Legislature is with the budget. You mentioned that you 
are not sure if  the federal government is prepared to hand over political 
power to the Inuit. Well, I think this g overnment is prepared to do that 
and I would think that p ersonally I would like to start with the Baf fin 
Regional Council . I feel that this government could very soon decentralize 
the administration to this body and actually have i t  run the Baf fin region 
op erations and in time, as the Baf fin Regional Council felt it wanted to take 
on more powers, then a devolvement of  powers could take place to the Baf fin 
Regional Council. So too, the same thing could hap pen in other regions with 
similar bodies or bodies which those regions would choose to represent them 
could be set up . 

One United Body I n  The N. W . T .  

The key, of course, to me is one united body in the Northwest Territories, 
one united body perhaps made up of several regional governments . I feel that 
there is strength in numbers of people and I feel t�at there is this strength 
in a determination to work together and I feel that this Assembly is determined 
to find a mechanism whereby we can work together . I feel that we can create 
a government that is reflective of our northern situation because even within 
this Assembly we have a body that is truly reflective of the northern 
situation . I have confidence that the unity committee will do everything 
in its power to find consensus, but I am also fairly fearful that if this 
government does not begin to make changes immediately, that we are going to 
coast into Nunavut before we know it. So I would just like to serve notice 
that that is one of my commitments on this Assembly, to try to change this 
g overnment, try to create a government that is acceptable to as many people 
in the North as possible . In the end, of course, if that is not possible, 
then, as I said, I am prepared to sup port division in the Territories. Thank 
you. 

TH E C HAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak ) :  Thank you, Mrs . Sorensen . Mr . Curley. 

MR . CURLEY: Thank you . Mr. Suluk may want to comment . Did you want to comment 
first before I make further remarks? 

TH E CHAI RMAN (Mr . Tologanak): Did you want to comment, Mr . Suluk? 

MR. SULUK: Well, this is a loaded question. There is a question in there, 
if I get it, the one concerning reg ional government and so on. Unfortunately 
I would feel that unless the board of  directors of ITC wished to take alternative 
p ositions I would feel that if I make a reply other than calling for or 
sup porting the creation of Nunavut I would feel that my job or something would 
be on the line, un less I g et clearance from the board of directors of whom 
I am a member. But I can tell you that in our next meeting which is scheduled 
to be some time next month that we will be discussing the relationship between 
land claims and political development and including Nunavut . The least I 
could do at this moment is that I can promise to bring forward a question 
relating to your comments but, as I mentioned, I cannot reply to that. I do 
not feel too safe in making a concrete reply at this moment. Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

THE C HAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak): Mr . Curley. 
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Com mitment To The E astern Arctic 

MR . CU RL EY : Having g one through some of the statements that I TC made in respect 
to the presentation , my understanding is they have a commitment to negotiate the 
political N unavut str ucture for the Eastern Arctic . My reading of the hon. 
Mem ber from Yellowknife South is that she is trying to make a back room deal 
and may be try and convince him otherwise b u t  I do not think that is the policy 
of  I T C  at the moment . 

MRS . SO RENSEN: Shame , shame : 

MR. CU RLEY: They have not had a recent annu al meeting to change that mandate 
that the mem bers of the Eastern Arctic people north of the tree line have given 
to I TC .  What I would just like to suggest is that as a Mem ber from the far E ast 
my commitment is to give more responsibility to the Eastern Arctic , whether we 
achieve it through Nunavut government or whether we achieve it through the 
Executive Committee Mem bers giving the responsibility to the local level. Unless 
we start to see progress in that area I think it would be ridicu lous for this 
Assem bly at this time to expect -- let us  make a final agreement to reach a 
unanimous agreement to have a united g overnment. I do not think it is workable. 
I think we are foo l ing ou rselves because we have at least four  years to work at 
that and by then we may get another b u nch of more radical groups who will not be 
opposed to a united government. 

Seriousness Of The I n uit Tapirisat's ProQ_Q_�_tl 

So I would just like to suggest that , you know , we consider I TC ' s  position 
s eriously. I think it is a proposal that has strong s upport of the people and 
I think shortly we are going to be debating the question and we are g oing to be 
debating the sessional paper on A boriginal Rights and Constitutional Development 
in the Northwest Territories. I am not s ure yet exactly what type of 
constit utional responsibility they are talking about , whether the Assem bly wants 
to talk about provincial powers which the previous other Assem blies have tried 
to ac q uire . I t  has not been acceptable to the people in the Eastern Arctic , 
mostly to the native people as well. I f  I read between the lines I think we 
are going to be seeing some of the conflicting responsibilities between the 
unity committee and the Minister responsible for aboriginal rights, as I read 
the sessional paper . I would just like to serve notice I think that is one we 
will be debating serious l y. Whether or not this sessional paper wou ld make more 
oppo rtun i ties for the s upporters of the resou rce development or other g roups that 
have been opposed to land claims , my thinking is that they will be given a free , 
direct opportunity to deal with the government responsible for aboriginal rights 
or the Minister and the constitutional deve l opment. So I wou ld just like to 
advise th e Mem bers of the Assem bly that I think we ought not rush into trying to 
settle the political structure of the Northwest Territories at this time . 
Thank you . 

T H E  CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Tologanak ) :  Thank you , Mr. Cu rley . Mr . Wah- Shee . 

Situ ation I n  The West 

HON. JAME S W AH- SHE E :  I wou ld like to ma�e some comments to my col l eag ue  from 
Keewatin South. Ever since the session has started I have heard different times 
dealing with either one motion or the other i n  regard to the situ ation in the 
Eastern Arctic . b ut  I m ust say that we in the West also do have our own particu lar 
problem in regard to this administration. I think that I TC should be aware that 
the Dene people do not necessarily ac cept this institution as it exists at the 
present time . My colleag ues Mr . Sibbeston and Mr . Nerysoo have stated a n u m ber 
of times in the past that changes have to be made , and that if serious dialog ue  
is going to be made with native org aniz ations it will have to be made on the 
basis of changes of attit ude ,  taking seriously their proposals on aboriginal 
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rights, constitutional development, but I think that we have reached a crossroads 
where old ways and old attitudes have to be put aside and a new mandate has to 
come forth from this Assembly . 

I feel quite pleased with the response from ITC that although they will do the 
research and look into ways and means of how the new territory of Nunavut should 
proceed, how it will function and so forth, at the same time I gather that they 
would be prepared to listen to other alternatives which would be put forth with 
regard to the Northwest Territories. In order to establish dialogue, if it is 
to have any merit, any meaning at all, it means that both parties have to be 
flexible on both sides. 

I think that we have demonstrated time and time again that we do appreciate the 
particular situation that exists in the Eastern Arctic. I think we have listened, 
and we certainly want to understand. I think some of us who live in the West are 
ignorant, we probably do not have a good understanding of the situation in the 
East , and for that I think you can excuse us for the present time. However, I 
thin k as time goes along , we hope that some of us who represent the constituencies 
in the West will look forward to making trips to the East, to see what actually 
the situation that exists in the East is. We want to talk  to the people in the 
communities. We want to talk to their leaders so we have a better understanding 
and perhaps a better appreciation of the situation that exists in the East. 

Changes Come Through Participation 

However, I sometimes think that there is some sort of a list that the Dene 
representatives in the Mackenzie Valley totally accept, or seem to be the 
vanguards of this particular institution, and I just want to indicate to the 
ITC representatives that that is not really the case. We are getting involved 
because we believe that changes can be made and the only way this can come about 
is if you participate and get involved. In the end, after all the discussions 
and meetings ,  and when the time comes to consider the Nunavut proposal , I would 
hope  there would be other alternatives which would be discussed as well, in the 
spirit of dialogue you have to have some concessions. You must have some 
flexibility. That is the only thing that I would ask of my honourable colleag ue 
from Keewatin South as well as the hon. Members from the Eastern Arctic as well 
as ITC. Thank you. 

--- Applause 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak ): Thank you, Mr. Wah-Shee. 
discussion? Mr. Curley. 

Weakening The Position Of The Native People 

Is there any further 

M R. CURLEY : Mr. Chairman, I would just lik e  to remind the Members of the 
Assembly again that I thin k we are trying to take the ball away from the federal 
government. My understanding of the outstanding claims are the responsibility 
of the federal government and therefore the federal government is the trustee of 
the native peoples of Canada. By giving that responsibility to another Assembly, 
the provincial or territorial, would wea ken the trust relationship between the 
federal government and the native peop l es of Canada. I will not be around 
forever to protect the interests of the aboriginal people, the native peoples, 
whereas they are giving them the responsibility and let us say it is an 
expropriation of the lands. It would be ridiculous to give it to someone else 
when they in fact could make better deals themselves directly with the Government 
of Canada. I think surely this Assembly should be involved in any neg otiations, 
but by giving the responsibility to the territorial Assembly without full 
authority to deal with the whole jurisdiction, without amending the Northwest 
Territories Act , I think we would be weakening the position of the native people 
who are trying to deal directly with the federal government. 
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The other  thing i s  that my conce rn is  that we will continue, no doubt , to deal 
with the q u e s tion of cons titutional deve lopment , but I think we are going to do 
that on the bas i s  of the intere s t s  of the people of the Northwe s t  T erritorie s ,  
not only the native pe ople . B ecaus e of that, I continue to caution the Members 
of this Hous e .  When I s ay you are trying to take the ball away from thos e guys 
and s ettle the political and cons titutional rights of their members,  you know, 
it puts them  in the pos ition whether we  are doing this in their intere s ts or for 
the intere s ts of the adminis tration . No doubt I can s ay the adminis tration i s  
inte re s ted, thi s As s embly is  intere s ted, but I 'think as Members  of the As s embly, 
we have the privileg e to take part in any matters we want to de bate. So, I am 
not trying to be fus s y  about it. I am ju s t  trying to put it into perspective, 
and to put it in proper place . So , we are not try i ng to s que e z e  the aboriginal 
rights of the pe ople . They are the federal governm ent ' s  direct re s pons ibility 
and they have ve s te d  in the territorial government re s ponsib i lity, which is what 
would happen if this As s embly agre e s  that we s hould e s ta blish  cons titutional 
re s pons ibility. So , without being rude to anybody els e,  the s e  are the kinds of 
thing s  that go  through my mind and I have no propos als yet except to cons ider 
the one s I T C has pre s ented  us with . Thank you , Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak): Mr. Suluk, do you wi s h  to make a final comme nt? 

A Clearcut Propos al 

MR. SULUK : Ye s ,  Mr . Chairman. I would like to clarify the reas on why we have 
fe l t  reluctant to dis cus s any alternative s  and the reas on why we fe e l  that we 
should s tick with the Nunavut propos al at this time . It is mainly becaus e ,  or 
the main reas on i s  that we have a propos al. We  would like to know, for a chang e, 
what the fede ral government has to s ay about it, becaus e in the pas t  the federal 
gove rnment negotiators ask  us and s ay, · " What do you want? Where  is your 
document? Tell us what you want. " I t  s e ems they  do not know what we want after 
all the s e  years . Now we have s omething in black and white,  a clearcut propos al, 
a propos al s o  clear that even nature · recognize s the . g eological boundary by 
providing th e Northwe s t  Te rritorie s with a tre e  line, by providing the l nuit in 
the Eas te rn Arctic and other people or the Dene and the other people in the 
We s te rn Arctic . It i s  jus t  that the federal government doe s not s e em to recogniz e 
that this is  s omething which s hould have b e e n  made, a legitimate boundary, ever 
s ince they forme d  the Northwe s t  T erritorie s .  

Now , I would like to reply to Jame s Wah-She e ,  the rea s on why I T C  is  not prepared  
to look at alte rnative s at this time and als o  to inform the other Members  of the 
As s embly at this time , i s  becaus e for once we would like to g et a s traight answer 
from the fede ral government on whether the y  wil l s ay " No, you cannot have it. 
You might as well forg et it . " Or whether the y  will s ay, "Well, we w i ll ':hink about 
it . We will not dis agre e with it . We will have i t  dis cus s ed by the pub l ic. " 
W e  want to find out firs t of all what this new government, referring to the 
fede ral government, what they will have, or what kind of thing s they  will have, 
or what kinds of thing s they will have to s ay about it. For once we would like 
to g e t a s traight ans we r  from th em becaus e we could never g e t a s traight answer 
in the pas t .  

No Alte rnative s Will B e  Entertaine d  At This Time 

So, that is why I would have to tell everyone here that we have no alternative s ,  
we are not entertaining any alternative s  at this ti me until w e  have found out 
how th e fe deral govern ment will re act to this paper . Pers onally , I do not s e e  
why they would object t o  it becaus e we are doing i t  their way, or to put it 
another  way, we are doing it your way . We have gone away , at this time,  from 
s aying we will put in our own I nuit government and we will dis regard the 
te rritorial government or the federal gove rnment. We are not taking that 
approach right now. We are pu tting it in black and white that our propos al is  
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the same as any other institution in Canada at this time respecting a territory 
and this is how we want it. We are waiting for the federal government, we are 
awaitin g  to find out what answers they will give , and all we are asking this 
Legislative Assembly is whether they can support this or not . That is all we 
are asking here. Thank you,  Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mrs. Sorensen. 

Motion To Assist Baker L ake In Paying Debt Of Court Case 

M RS .  SORENSEN: Thank you , Mr. Chairman . As my statement of appreciation for 
the frank and open discussion that has taken place today I would like to move 
the following motion. I move that this Assembly recommend that the Executive 
Committee consider the feasibility of assisting the people of Baker Lake to pay 
the $150, 000 debt incurred as a result of their recent court case ; 

---Applause 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak ) :  To the motion . Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS.  SORENSEN: Mr. Chairman , because of the applause I got to the motion, I will 
be very brief and say nothing except that the motion says everything. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak ) :  Any fu rther discussion on the motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak ) :  Mr . Curley. 

M R. CU RLEY : Th ank you, Mr. Chairman. I think that motion demonstrates not only 
in theory but demonstrates the need to deal with the serious situation that has 
created a division of the people i n  that community with the administrati on ,  the 
federal government. I think at this time that the Members should certainly 
entertain that and support that and I certainly would support the motion. 
Thank you . 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : M r . Ne rysoo. 

HON. R I CHA RD NE RYSOO: Yes. would add a fu rther amendment to that motion, that 
the administration and the Executive Committee look into the feasibility of 
determining the expenses that the Dene Nation incurred during their caveat 
hearings and also their appeals and pay those expenses. 

---Applause 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) :  Mr. Nerysoo, we are dealing with a specific one 
here. I believe that should be raised as another motion. 

HON . R ICHARD NE RYSOO: I wanted to add that to that . 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak ) :  Mr. Ne rysoo, when we are discussing the Dene 
Natiofl - - we are discussing the IT C and the Baker Lake position . When we come 
to the caveat , I think the motion would be in order but I have to rule i t  out  
of  order. To  the motion . Mr. Patterson. 
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Amendment To The Motion 

M R. PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, I trust that this amendment wi l l simpl y reflect 
the situation as I am informed it exists . Apparently the outstanding amount 
is $75, 000. Apparentl y  ITC had incurred legal expenses on beha l f of the 
people of Baker Lake so perhaps the motion could be amended to read $75, 000, 
so we ask the Executive Committee to find a l esser amount and I wou l d so move 
that amendment to that extent. 

T HE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Tol og anak): To the amendment . We are just changing the 
amount here from $150, 000 to $75, 000 . Hon. Mr . MacQuarrie. 

HON. ROBERT H .  MacQUAR R IE: I am not c l ear whether the amendment suggests the 
government ought to pay that $75, 000 or just hel p  to pay it . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . To l oganak): The motion would read for anyone who is 
listening: I move that this Assemb l y  recommend that the Executive Committee 
consider the feasibil ity of assisting the people of Baker Lake to pay the 
$75, 000 debt incurred as a resu l t of their recent court case . 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARR IE: Thank you . 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. To l oganak) : To the amendment . Question being ca l l ed .  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question . 

Amen d ment Carried 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): 
from $150, 000 to $75 , 000. All 
by raising your arm . Opposed? 

--- Carried 

To the amendment, we will just change the figure 
those in favour of the amendment please indicate 

The motion is carried . 

The amendment to the motion -- to the motion as amended, pardon me . 

S OME HON. MEMBERS: Question . 

Motion To Assist Baker Lake In Paying Debt Of Court Case, Carried As Amended 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. To l og anak): Question being call ed .  A l l those in favour of 
the motion as amended p l ease indicate by raising your arm . 'Opposed? The 
motion is carried . 

---Carried 

Thank you. Hon. Mr . Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Just a sup p l ementary q uestion to that motion . Is there any 
thought there is g oing to be an app eal or should also that appeal be considered? 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Suluk. 

MR. S ULUK: wi l l  have our legal adviser answer that . 

MR. MERR ITT: The time period for appeal has not yet expired so I so not think 
we can answer that q uestion. 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: There is stil l time . 
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MR . MERR ITT: I do  not think it wou l d be proper, Mr. Chairman, to indicate 
the position of the peop l e of Baker Lake and ITC  whether they will appeal 
the case in this forum. 

MR. CURLE Y : My only concern is that as a privilege I woul d like to state 
I think the Local Government department was invo l ved and I think certainly 
the Minister responsibl e  for Local Government should be aware or, if not, he 
shou l d ask the local haml et council whether they p l an to appeal . I think 
there are two separate issues here. ITC certainly 'is one and the Baker Lake 
community was the one who instigated the court case, the hamlet council of 
Baker Lake . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak): Thank you. I take it this concl udes our discussion 
with the representatives of ITC. Mr. Patterson . 

Development Of Regional Consciousness 

MR. PATTERSON: If you wi l l permit me, Mr. Chairman, I just have a few remarks . 
It seems to me that this has been a very fruitful discussion this afternoon 
and I d o  say again that I hope we can have the same kind of frank d iscussion 
with the Dene Nation. I think we are making g reat progress in this sort of 
an open debate and I was intrigued with the issue raised by the hon. 
Mrs. Sorensen about regional government and d evol ution because to me it is 
important to real ize the Members of the territorial Legisl ative Assembl y  from 
the Eastern Arctic are not necessarily g oing in a d ifferent d irection than 
ITC  in its proposal for a Nunavut government. The way I see it if we devo l ve 
powers to reg ional and local authorities, if this g overnment does that, first 
of a l l it is a healthier atmosphere than has existed with the presently perceived 
remote central administration and, second ly, if there is to be a Nunavut 
g overnment and a separate pol itical evol ution for the peopl e north of the 
tree l ine, then we are preparing the ground for that development by devol ving 
powers to l ocal authorities or to regional authorities. 

Now the question of whether the Nunavut proposal contempl ates regional g overnment 
is one that perhaps shoul d be ad dressed in the ongoing discussions of the 
Nunavut proposal by ITC and by the peop l e of Nunavut . Personall y  I think that 
the way reg ional consciousness has developed particularl y  in my region, the 
Baffin reg ion, has partl y been a pragmatic reaction to the way the Government 
of the Northwest Territories has been, itse l f ,  organized and the Baffin 
Regional Council has devel oped as a popul ar grass roots response to the need 
to have input into the Baffin regiona l executive remoteness and the desire 
of peop l e to make the de l ivery of services by the executive of the Baffin 
region relevant to the people . 

My opinion is that a Nunavut government would emphasize local government and 
regiona l g overnment much more than this present territorial government has 
been ab l e  to do it. At l east it woul d emphasize regional and local government 
whil e it was in the territorial stage of its evol ution as proposed.  Later on 
it is proposed that with a share of resource revenues and with perhaps ownership 
of resources the Nunavut territory woul d be able to evolve into its own 
provincial or independ ent status, I suppose that the point that ITC is making 
to us today, Mr . Chairman, is that if , for example, this territorial government 
has had d ifficulty in negotiating responsibility for managing natural resources 
in the Northwest Territories , I t h ink this has been discussed many times , that 
the territorial government shoul d take over the administration of natural 
resources, renewable resources in the Territories. We might not have ever 
asked for ownership, al though I guess that has been asked for by the previous 
Assemb l ies , but this government has . serious l y  asked for responsibility for 
managing the resources without much success. 
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Succe s s  I n  N egot i at i ng W i th The Federal Govern m 2 n t 

Now I th i n k  what IT C i s  s ay i ng i s ,  w i th s upport from the terri tor i al As s embly 
an d prem i s ed on the pos s i b i l i ty of Nunavut , �aybe the I nu i t w i th the i r  legal 
s tatus as abori g i n al people s ,  w i th the i r  s pec i al s tatus con st i tut i onally and 
otherw i s e , maybe ITC has a stron g e r vo i ce e ve n  than the terri tori al governme n t  
has be en able to mars hal tog ether i n  negot i ati n g  w i th the federa l  government 
and maybe w i th the help of th i s As s embly they  can ga i n con ce s s i ons  which th i s 
gove rnment has b e e n  un able to obta i n .  I am s u� e  that Members of th i s A s s embly 
would s ay i n  that e ve n t ,  " If the Inu i t i n  the proce s s  of land  cla i ms  negot i ati ons 
can g et the s ort of powers from the fede ral governme n t  that th i s terr i tori al 
governme nt has to date b e e n  unable to g et i ts e lf ,  then  who would de n y  them the 
fru i ts of negot i at i ons that we ours e lve s have pe rhaps fa i l ed i n  obtai n i ng? " 
I th i n k  i t  po i nts out to the ne ed  for clos e co-operat i on i n the corn i ng years 
and re ally i n  th e com i n g  months . I th i nk i t  po i nts out the ne ed  for fran k and 
open and ongoing  di alogue betwe en  ours elve s ,  probably through our unity comm i tte e , 
probably through whatever Executi ve Member emerg e s  as be i ng re s pon s i ble for the s e  
s orts of i s s ue s as  a re s ult of our di s cus s i on of the s e s s i onal paper . But I do 
n ot th i nk we are nece s s ari ly go i ng i n  d i ffere n t  di rect i on s . I gue s s  all I am 
s ay i n g  i s  that I am opt i m i s t i c a s  a re s u� t  of th i s afternoon s d i s cus s i on and  I 
hope th i s i s  jus t  the beg i n n i ng.  Than k you . Mr. Chairman .  

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr . Tologan ak ) :  Than k you , Mr . Patters on.  Th i s conclude s  our 
di s cus s i on w i th ITC? 

SOME HON. MEMBE RS : Agre e d .  

THE CHAI RMAN  (Mr. Tologanak ) :  Mr. Comm i s s i oner .  

A R e s pons i b i l i ty To All The People Of The N . W . T .  

COMM ISSIONE R PARK E R :  Mr. Chai rman , I th i n k  that the d i s cus s i on that has gon e on  
has be en  i n valuable an d perhaps overdue . I unders tand Mr . Suluk ' s  pos i t i on very 
well and that of h i s colleague s , that i s ,  that they have prepared a propos al ,  
the Nunavut propos al and  that i s  the propos al that they want to have d i s cus s ed. 
On the other hand , as Mrs . Sore n s e n  has s a i d s o  well and a number of others , the 
alte rn ati ve s  as well as the Nunavut propos al mus t  be  exam i ned and that i s  i nde e d  
a re s pon s i bili ty o f  th i s  Hous e b ecaus e i t  mus t be  born e i n  m i nd that e ach Member 
here was elected to the Northwe s t Terri tor i e s  Leg i s lBt i ve As s embly an d therefore 
each Membe r carri e s  a re s pons i b i l i ty to look at the Northwe s t  Terri tor i e s  as a 
total i ty .  That doe s not mean that through s uch ag e n c i e s  as your comm i tte e on 
un i ty that con clus i on s  may n ot be  reached , that d i vi sion s w i ll be  n ece s s ary. 
I jus t  con t i nue , as I have from time to t i me , to caut i on you to look at the total 
p i cture and  to l ook at the pol i t i cal power ava i lable and to e xamin e thos e 
alter n at i ve s . I commend the ITC for the altern at i ve whi ch it has brought forward . 

I w i s h  I could be as optim i stic as  Mr . Patterson  when  he s peaks  of the pos s i b i lity 
of a part of the Terri tori e s achieving a g reater devolution of power from the 
federal governme n t  than this Leg i slature can ach i eve.  I doubt very much if that 
would be  the cas e ,  but I s e e  no reason , and I am in agre ement with h i m here , 
I s e e  no reas on why i t  s hould n ot b e  exam i n ed and this e xamin ation is  something 
that mus t  and w i ll take place. 

The propos i t i on that Mrs . Sore n s e n  out l i ne d  to you i s  that there may be  a mean s 
through exam i n i n g reg i onal s tructure s or whatever to reta i n a h i gh level of 
poli ti cal power wh i le s t i ll me et i ng the leg i t i mate cla i ms , abori g i n al r i ghts 
an d poli ti cal de s i re s  of the p e ople of the North . So to repeat mys elf , I 
comme n d  ITC for comi ng forward w i th a very s ucci n ct propos al ,  but I als o, i f  
da r e . re comme n d  to Members that they mus t  look at the whole p i cture as 
terri tori al leg i s lators wh i ch ' i s exactly what they are . Thank you. 
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THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): I would like to thank the mem bers of the ITC, 
Mr. Suluk, Mr. Maghagak and Mr. Merritt and we will be speaking to you further 
on our aspirations and whatnot some other time. Thank you very much . 

---Applause 

MR. FRASER: Mr. Chairman, I move we recogniz e  the clock. 

SOME HON . MEMBE RS: Ag reed. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak) :  Is it ag reed? 

---Ag reed 

I will now report to the Speaker . 

MR. S PEA KE R: The House will come to order .  Mr. Tologanak . 

REPORT OF THE COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF RE PRESENTAT IONS BY INU IT TAP I R ISAT 
OF CANADA 

MR. TOLOGANA K: Mr . Speaker, your committee has concluded discussions with the 
representatives of the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada and have adopted the following 
motion: That this Assembly recommend that the Executive Committee consider the 
feasibility of assisting the people of Baker Lake to pay the $75, 000 debt incurred 
as a result of their recent court case . That, Mr. Speaker, was passed. 

MR. S PEA KE R: Thank you, Mr. Tologanak. Mr . Wah-Shee wanted Members to know and 
has recommended that the sessional paper, the Executive Committee sessional paper 
on aboriginal rights be debated on Tuesday afternoon, that is, if Members will 
agree to that. I thought I would just mention that now. 

SOME HON .  MEMBE RS : Agreed. 

---Ag reed 

M R .  S PEAKE R: Mr . Clerk, announcements please and orders of the day. 

CLE RK  OF T HE  HOUSE (Mr. Remnant): Announcement , Members ' services board meeting 
in Katimavik A at 10: 00 a . m . ,  February 25th. Standing committee on legislation in 
Katimavik A at 1 0: 30 a . m., Tuesday, February 26th. 

ITEM NO. 10 : ORDERS OF T HE  DAY 

Orders of the day, February 25 , 1 980, 1 : OD o ' clock p. m . , at the Explorer Hotel. 

l. Prayer 

2. Oral Questions 

3. Questions and Returns 

4. Petitions 

5. Tabling of Documents 

6 . Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

7. Notices of Motion 

8. Motions :  Motions 2 1 -80 ( 1), 22-80 ( 1 )  
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