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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 1980 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Arreak, Hon. George Braden, Hon. Tom Butters, 
Mr. Curley, Ms. Cournoyea, Mr. Evaluarjuk, Mr. Fraser, Hon. Arnold McCallum, 
Mr. McLaughlin, Hon. Robert H. MacQuarrie, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Noah, 
Mr. Patterson, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Sayine, Mr. Sibbeston, Mrs. Sorensen, Mr. Stewart, 
Mr. Tologanak, Hon. James Wah-Shee 

ITEM NO. 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Robert H. MacQuarrie): Item 2, oral questions. 

ITEM NO. 2: ORAL QUESTIONS 

The hon. Mr. Curley. 

Question 93-80(1 ): Keewatin Students 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have a question to the Minister of Education. 
Since the Minister has had time to fairly review the petition sent by the 
Keewatin students attending school at Sir John Franklin High School, I wonder 
if the Minister is now prepared to respond to the question at this time? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, that matter is still under review and I hope 
I will have a response in the very near future, Monday, at the latest. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Butters. Any other oral questions? Mr. Tologanak. 

MR. TOLOGANAK: Mr. Speaker, I do not know who is responsible for the Stanton 
Yellowknife Hospital. 

MR. SPEAKER: That would be Mr. McCallum. 

Question 94-80(1): Interpretation Service, Stanton Yellowknife Hospital 

MR. TOLOGANAK: My question is then direct�d toward Mr. McCallum. I have just 
had very disturbing news yesterday evening after the session was closed 
concerning a patient who came from up north but not from my constituency. 
The poor old lady was hospitalized for a checkup and she could not speak a 
word of English. She was being fed the kind of food she was not -- she did 
not want any of that kind of food and she was cold most of the night. There 
was no interpretation service available to the patient and she was being 
tested, a medical checkup by the doctor and she did not know what was going 
on. She was quite frightened and I want some assurances that the services in 
Stanton Yellowknife Hospital for people who do not speak English, that these 
people are being properly cared for and that interpretation before services 
are done, medical services are done to the patients, that these people know 
what is goinq on. 
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MR. SPEAKER: I would just remind the hon. Member that this is not a question. 
I think you cannot ask for such assurances unless you were to move a motion or 
something, but if you intend to question the Minister of H�alt� as to whether 
these things were available that would be acceptable at this time, Mr. Tologanak. 

MR. TOLOGANAK: Mr. Speaker, I am asking that proper interpretation, translation 
and interpreting services are available in Stanton Yellowknife Hospital . 

Return To Question 94-80(1): Interoretation Service, Stanton Yellowknife Hospital 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Tologanak. Mr. Mccallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I am very sorry to hear of the incident. I 
have not heard. I will have officials of the department look into the situation. 
At the first opportunity if the Member would give me some more pertinent 
information which I do not expect now, but I will talk to him subsequently on it 
and I would assure the Member that we would do all within the department to try 
to alleviate that kind of situation. Interpretation, of course, in the hosoital 
is necessary. We have talked about this many different times. The question has 
arisen time and time again about indicating to patients as they come into the 
hospital that they know what is going on. I know it is a traumatic experience 
for people but I would assure the hon. Member, Mr. Speaker, that after discussing 
this further with him I would take every step within my power to ensure that 
there is no repetition of that particular incident again. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Hon. Mr. McCallum. Other oral questions? Mrs. Sorensen. 

Question 95-80(1): Royalties From Mining Companies In N.W.T. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the deputy chairman 
of the Financial Management Board. On two occasions when caucus met with the 
Chamber of Mines and with Cominco I heard references made to the fact that the 
Northwest Territories does, in fact, collect royalties from the mining comoanies 
operating in the Northwest Territories. I wonder if Minister Butters could 
please explain where one could find reference to these royalties in the main 
estimates and, if this government in fact does collect royalties, how much and 
from what industry has this money been collected, 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Mr. Butters. 

Return To Question 95-80(1): Royalties From Mining Companies In N.l�.T. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank the hon. Member for notice of 
her question. The results of my investigation have determined that the 
territorial government does not receive the royalties that accrue from the oil 
and gas industry currently operating in the Territories. For interest's sake, 
I just might point out that the royalty figure is not a pure figure. I t  includes 
not only royalties but it also includes leases, fees and rentals and various 
other aspects of the industry for which money is tendered. For example, in the 
year 1978-79, the Member will have heard the hon. Minister yesterday mention 
that a figure of some $17 million had been generated. Just to give some 
indication of what that would mean in royalties, of that $17 million it is 
estimated that three million dollars in royalties would have come from the 
mining industry and four million dollars in royalties would have come from oil 
and gas, so that only seven million dollars of that total $17 million is a 
royalty figure. 

The previous year the figure amounted to ten million dollars and in this year 
it is expected that the royalties and fees and rentals and leases will amount 
to between some $20 and $30 million because of the excellent year that the 
mining industry has had in the Territories. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Supplementary, Mrs. Sorensen. 

Supplementary T_o Question On Royalties 

MRS. SORENSEN: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The m1n1ng industry, Minister 
Butters, is under the impression they are paying royalties. I wonder if you 
would be prepared to meet with them to clear this matter up because if they 
have led us to believe that, then obviously they are leading others and they 
are under the false impression that we are receiving royalties. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I will be happy to meet with them. I 
would just say that the mining industry is paying royalties but not to the 
Government of the Northwest Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Any other oral questions? 

Item 3, questions and returns. 

ITEM NO. 3: QUESTIONS AND RETURNS 

The hon. Member from Frobisher Bay. Mr. Patterson. 

Question 96-80(1): Class "B" Guiding Licences In N.L L T. 

MR. PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, this is a question to the Minister of Renewable 
Resources. What are the names and occupations of current holders of class "B" 
guiding licences in the Northwest Territories? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Other questions. Returns from 
Ministers. The Hon. Mr. Butters. 

Return To Question 68-80(1): Rules And Regulations, Four N.W.T. Student Hostels 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I have a return related to a question asked 
by the hon. Member for Frobisher Bay on the policy of this government relative 
to hostels and I will table that document. I regret I do not find the number 
of the question but I will table the document in response to the question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Butters. Are there other returns from Ministers? 

Item 4, petitions. 

Item 5, tabling of documents. 

I tem 6, reports of standing and special committees. 

Item 7, notices of motion. 

ITEM NO. 7: NOTICES OF MOTION 

The hon. Member for Keewatin South. 

Notice Of Motion 30-80(1 ): Tendering Policy For N.W.T. 

MR. CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I give notice that on Monday the 10th 
day of March, 1980, I shall move the following motion: Now therefore, I move 
that this Assembly recommend to the administration that it develop an 
appropriate tendering policy which will give residents domiciled in the 
Northwest Territories and companies inc0rporated in the Northwest Territories 
whose principal shareholders are resident in the Territories, preference in 
awarding contracts for public works and housing projects; and further that 
bonding requirements for them be either reduced or alternatives to bonding be 
provided wherever possible, to enable s11ch northern based contractors to 
successfully tender for such projects in the Northwest Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there other notices of motion? 
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Motion 29-80(1), NCPC Headquarters Location. Mr. Stewart. 

MR. STEWART: I find myself in a bit of a dilemma. It seems that I may be 
in a conflict of inte rest in respect to this motion inasmuch as I am a director 
on the board of NCPC, at the request of this House representing the Northwest 
Territories. 

Motion 29-80(1 ), Withdrawn 

So, these types of things get to be rather difficult inasmuch as I know I 
would be in a conflict of interest sitting on the board of NCPC voting on 
any location in the Northwest Territories and I certainly would have to abstain 
from that but how can I not have the right to do anything in this House 
puts myself into a very, very awkward position. I will have to consider 
my position and I would at this time like to withdraw Motion 29-80(1) and 
decide if there is another recourse other than resigning from the board. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Stewart. Other motions? Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SO RENSEN: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Stewart just blew my chance at a fantastic 
speech. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Make it anyway. 

MRS. SORENSEN: was all prepared. 

MR. SPEAKER: Any other motions? Mr. Sibbeston. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, a point of order or privilege. Regarding this 
motion, I take it from the tenure of the motion that the present thinking of 
the NCPC board of directors is that it ought to be in Yellowknife and I take 
it that the motion is an attempt to ... 

MR. SPEAKER: Excuse me, there is no motion to de al with. He has withdrawn 
it, Mr. Sibbeston. So, if you wanted to check privately with him about the 
circumstances and so on, you are welcome to do that and if the motion appears 
again you would be we lcome to talk to it but at the moment there is no motion. 
Any othe r motions? 

Are we ready to resolve into committee of the whole? The Hon. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Did we pass second reading of bills, sir? I was asleep if 
we did. 

MR. SPEAKER: No, I was asleep, Mr. Butters. 

Ite m 9, second reading of bills. 

ITEM NO. 9: SECOND READING OF BILLS 

You are correct. Bill 19-80(1 ), An Ordinance to Amend the Labour Standards 
Ordinance. Mr. Butters. 

Second Reading Of Bill 19-80(1 ): Labour Standards Ordinance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Thank you, sir. I move that Bill 19- 80(1), An Ordinance 
to Amend the Labour Standards Ordinance, be read for the second time. The 
purpose of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to change the minimum hourly wage. 

MR. SPEAKER: Is there a seconde r for that motion? Hon. Mrs. Sorensen. I 
would remind Me mbers that at this point it is possible to debate the principle 
of the bill but not any details. Are you re ady for the question? 

SOME HON. MEMBE RS: Que stion. 
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MR. SPEAKER: All those in favour of second reading of Bill 19-80(1 ), An 
Ordinance to Amend the Labour Standards Ordinance, please raise your hands. 
Those opposed? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Are we ready now to resolve into committee of the whole? Is it agreed? 

---Agreed 

I tem 10, consideration in committee of the whole of bills, recommendations to 
the Legislative Assembly and other matters. 

ITEM NO. 10: CONS IDERAT ION IN COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF B ILLS, RECOMMENDAT IONS 
TO THE LEG I SLAT IVE ASSEMBLY AND OTHER MATTERS 

This House will now resolve into committee of the whole to consider those 
items listed on the order paper, with Mr. Tologanak in the chair. 

---Legislative Assembly resolved into committee of the whole for consideration 
of Bill 1-80(1 ): Appropriation Ordinance, 1980-81, with Mr. Tologanak in the 
chair. 

PROCEED INGS. IN COMM ITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONS IDER B ILL 1-80(1 ): APPROPR IAT ION 
ORD INANCE, 1980-81 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): The committee will come to order. This being 
my last day, I will be heading up to the great Central Arctic for a conference, 
so let us get on with business with the Executive Committee and we have the 
Commissioner and Mr. Moore at the witness stand. We were on general comments 
and questions. Are there any further general comments and questions 
regarding the Executive, or can we go to the estimates? To the estimates, is 
it agreed? 

---Agreed 

The Executive, 0 And M, Commissioner's Office 

That appears in the front of the book, page 2. 02, Commissioner's office, 
$612,000. Any discussion? Mr. Patterson. 

MR. PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask, does this include the 
salary for the Executive Committee Members? 

COMM I SS IONER PARKER: Mr. Chairman, no, it does not. The salaries for the 
Executive Committee Members are on the next page under Ministers' offices. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you. Have you any further questions? 
Mr. MacQuarrie. 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARR I E: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In discussing this 
portion of the estimates yesterday, the Commissioner's office, the question 
arose, brought up by the hon. Member for Keewatin South, that at one time 
there had been a proposed motion to seat the Commissioner in formal session. 
The hon. Member rather unkindly and inaccurately I would say, suggested that 
it was not brought forward because the proponent had lost the courage to do 
so or something like that. The fact is that I was at one time considering 
bringing forward such a motion and did not do so more because I found that it 
would be a rather divisive matter. 

I am interested to note, Mr. Commissioner, that in the meantime, since I have 
had discussions with you, you have changed your mind about some of the things 
we discussed and as a matter of fact, I would say that in a sense I have as 
well. When I was proposing that motion I had considered your position in a 
kind of theoretical way and advanced arguments that I thought were sound but 
I realize they were theoretical arguments and they were done without a great 
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deal of practical experience in this House. Having had more of that practical 
experience, I am willing to acknowledge that I was probably wrong in asserting 
that as I did, not wrong, but I see that it is still possible for us to have 
access to you in this House, such as we have right now and that is what I was 
largely concerned about. 

Commissioner's Position On Executive Committee 

Although I did not bring forward the motion and ilthough I concede that I 
am not as concerned as I was about this matter at one time, I would say that 
I still do have a concern and it is similar to Mr. Curley's. I notice a 
recommendation in the summary of the Drury report, Mr. Patterson referred 
to some of these yesterday, and one of them says that once the Commissioner 
has divested himself of all his portfolios and he seems to be urging you to do 
that very soon, he would no longer be a member of the Executive Committee. 
Now in a moment I would like you to comment on that because that does kind of 
disturb me. I see that if that were to happen, that if there was not a 
federal representative on the Executive Committee of the Government of the 
Northwest Territories that in a sense responsible government would have come 
to the Northwest Territories. This government would become a responsible 
government. It would be a kind of fait accompli and in a sense it would mean 
the entrenchment of this government as the Government of the Northwest 
Territories and all along I have been concerned about that. 

In other words, I say that at this time when there is a great deal of concern 
among significant portions of the Territories' population as to whether or not 
this government can represent them, I would not want to see such a fait 
accompli take place. In other words, again after more thought and more 
discussion I might see it slightly differently, but the way I see it now it 
would not be desirable for you to perhaps turn over the portfolios. That is 
not my main consideration although there is the practical problem of getting 
people to accept those portfolios. I have seen that difficulty. My main 
concern is that if you no longer had any of those portfolios that you would 
follow the advice of Mr. Drury and no longer sit with the Executive Committee. 
Now I am saying that I would find that alarming, that it would not be a 
desirable thing in the light of the total political situation in the Northwest 
Territories at this time. Can I have a comment from you? How do you see it? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Parker. 

Timeframe For Commissioner's Withdrawal From Executive Committee 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Chairman, Mr. Drury does suggest a timeframe in that 
regard and that is that I should divest myself of departmental responsibilities 
within the life of this Legislature, that is, within four years. I think that 
can be accomplished. in that period or perhaps sooner. It does though, give 
some period of time before I would be pressed to not be a member of the 
Executive Committee and I would think that during that time a number of other 
matters will have been advanced, The hon. Member's unity committee will have 
had some period of time for its work. Further discussions will have taken 
place on Mr. Drury's work and so I would not prefer to say anything more at 
this time. Speaking pragmatically though, there is great value in me being 
on the committee for some period of time in order for us to maintain very 
good and close communications, but I do think that we have a period of time 
which perhaps is two to four years, dur ing which other events will take place 
which will give further guidance. 



- 1222 -

THE CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Tol oganak): Thank you, Mr. Parker. 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARRIE: I just have one other comment. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The timeframe you suggest seems reasonabl e to me. I aopreciate the fact that you 
woul d not disregard the work that the unity committee wil l be doing in the 
meantime and waiting to hear the resul ts of that and al so discussion on the Drury 
paper and so on. The reason I am concerned and I know it may seem strange to some 
peopl e, is that I do see in this time of some confusion and uncertainty as to the 
pol itical direction tn the North, that no matter how cynical l y  it is viewed by a 
number of peopl e and it is viewed cynical l y  by a number of peopl e, there is a 
federal government trust, a trust that they have responsibil ity for and that is 
the native peopl e of the Northwest Territories. I see that until we can in the 
North, come to some agreement among oursel ves as to what we ought to be doing 
that you have to exercise that trust and it is important for me at any rate to 
see that you are not sort of squeezed out of the way in this process. That it 
is important to maintain that trust. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak): Hon. Mr. Braden. 

Impl ication Of Commissioner Giving Up Portfol ios 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. find the hon. Member's remarks 
a l ittl e bit disturbing. Perhaps he coul d indicate to us whether or not he woul d 
be al armed if the Department of Information were transferred from the Commissioner's 
jurisdiction to one of the el ected Members. Does he see that as a major 
constitutional threat in the Northwest Territories? Simil arl y the Department of 
Publ ic Works, the Department of Personnel and a number of others which are 
currentl y under the jurisdiction of the Commissioner. I find that he is being a 
l ittl e bit overreactive to a gradual change which is taking pl ace whereby an 
el ected person is accountabl e for decisions which are being made. There are some 
fairl y high profil e departments which we are tal king about in addition to some 
which are not so high profil e. I just woul d l ike him to respond on that and tel l 
me what his major concern is. I see that the whol e concept of accountabil ity or 
the principl e of accountabil ity is a question here and if I become the Member 
responsibl e for Publ ic Works and I am doing a l ousy job I can be removed by this 
House. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak): Hon. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARRIE: Al l right. As I did say in the body of my comments, 
it is not specifical l y  the portfol ios that I am al armed about. I can accept that 
and even favour that as a matter of fact, but the suggestion is made that he shoul d 
not be on the Executive Committee at al l .  That is where perhaps I overestimate 
the power that the Executive Committee has, but I do not think so. As l ong as I 
do, as l ong as my appraisal of the importance of it is :orrect and maybe I coul d 
stand to be corrected there, I just feel that the Commissioner's presence as the 
federal agent hol ding a trust for l arge numbers of peopl e in the Northwest 
Territories, that his presence is important until we as a whol e can agree on the 
direction or directions that we want to take and then that trust shoul d be 
surrendered immediatel y. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol oganak): The Commissioner's office, $612,000. Is the vote 
agreed? Mr. Patterson. 

Detai1 Of Grants And Contributions 

MR. PATTERSON: Can I have an idea, Mr. Chairman, of where this grants and 
contributions money went, $183,000, where that was spent l ast year? I woul d l ike 
to know what sort of groups were assisted in the past. It says social and 
educational devel opment. Can I have some more detail on that, pl ease? 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Commissioner. 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Chairman, the grants and contributions that are 
voted under the Executive offices are made to a number of organizations whose 
programs do not appear to fit under any departmental vote. Over half of the 
money has been provided for the last several years to the Northwest Territories 
Metis Association for core funding of its local organizations. We agreed 
to do this some time ago because the local organizations were not receiving 
any consideration from the Secretary of State and so they received, in the 
past fiscal year just over $103, 000. The remaining funds went to such 
organizations as these: The Boy Scouts of Canada; Canada Week committee; 
the Federated Women's Institute of Canada; the Dene Nation's history project; 
Canada West Foundation; ITC, Inuit Tapirisat of Canada, as an assist for 
travel of their delegates to their annual meeting; Northwest Territories Mine 
Safety Association; Inuit Cultural Institute history project; Interchange 
on Canadian Studies; Consumers' Association of Canada; Native Women's Association 
and a small amount to the Northwest Territories pipe band. 

Mr. Chairman, a number of those that I have mentioned in the budget which is 
under consideration will now be found in departments. Our cultural grants 
made to native associations will come under Justice and Public Services in 
the new budget. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you, Mr. Parker. Mr. Patterson. 

MR. PATTERSON: I am also curious and pleased, Mr. Chairman, that other 
0 and M from the Commissioner's office has dropped a staggering half a million 
dollars. Does that reflect a little less flamboyant style than your 
predecessor, Mr. Commissioner? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Parker. 

Explanation Of Other O And M 

COMM I SSIONER PARKER: Mr. Chairman, it is due in large measure to the 
reorganization that has taken place. The office now is defined as containing 
only my staff and the Deputy Commissioner's staff. We have moved out some 
of the money, as I mentioned, for grants and contributions into departmental 
budgets. In addition some of the money which previously had been spent from 
this activity is spent from the next one you will look at, under Ministers' 
offices. Therefore, it does indicate a certain level of restraint, but 
basically it is a transfer to other functions. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): I want to also add, Mr. Patterson, that the 
departure of our offices as well, was all due to a decrease in this amount, 
in the overall Executive budget, the departure of the Clerk of the Legislative 
Assembly offices. Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, thank you. I would like to ask the Commissioner 
if he would be in support of an immediate transfer of his Department of 
Public Works responsibility to one of the Executive Committee Members if the 
Assembly were to ask him to give up that portfolio during this session. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Parker. 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: The Department of Public Works now reports to the Deputy 
Commissioner. One of the reasons for that is because of the need to distribute 
the workload among Executive Members. I t  would be possible for that department 
to come under the purview of an elected Member. It would be a matter that 
I would want to discuss with the Executive Committee Members, again from 
the standpoint of workload. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you, Mr. Parker. Mr. Sibbeston. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to know the amount of the grant 
qiven to the Metis Association this past year. I know in 1978-79 it was $100, 000. 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Parker. 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: The amount was $1 03, 464. 44. 

MR. SIBBESTON: As far -- I think that also this amount is given to the 
Metis Association with the idea of funding some of the locals in some of the 
communities; is this right? 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Funding Of Metis Association Locals 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Chairman, as far as I am aware, such places as Fort 
Simpson, the Metis Association locals never did get any money, never did get 
any of this money to set up a local office. I am just wondering whether you 
asked the Metis Association to account and see whether the moneys given were 
used for the purpose they were given. 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Chairman, we receive from the Metis Association an 
audited financial statement on an annual basis, and in addition we seek from 
them quarterly operating statements. Our review of their last audited 
statement indicated that they had, indeed, passed the money directly to their 
locals as had been our agreement. I cannot speak without having the file in 
front of me to the number of locals they funded but the money, according to 
the audited statement, did go to their local organizations. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if you could file a report on this 
matter from the Metis Association to find out precisely which locals in the 
Northwest Territories received funding. 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Yes, Mr, Chairman, we will make that information 
available to Members. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Sibbeston. 

MR. SIBBESTON: One more matter and it has to deal with the matter of moneys 
given for a particular purpose. For instance under the Commissioner's office 
or the Ministers' offices is it my understanding that once certain moneys have 
been allotted for instance for the Commissioner's office, that it is not 
possible to spend that allotment of money any other way in that particular 
year unless you come to us in the supplementary estimates? 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Chairman, we have the authority to transfer funds 
between activities within the Executive vote, but we cannot transfer funds 
from the Executive vote to another departmental vote, for instance, without 
seeking approval through a supplementary. 

MR. SIBBESTON: One more, sir, and it is to deal with the forecasts or the 
money given in 1979-80 for 14 man years. At what point in the year did this 
change to a total of six? Do you presently still have 14 man years in the 
Commissioner's office? 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: No, Mr. Chairman, we have six man years. Just going from 
memory I think the final reduction to the number of six would have taken place 
in perhaps November or December, I guess the 1st of December perhaps would 
h�ve been the date. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you. The Commissioner's office, $612, 000. 
Mr. Curley. 
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Motion That Commissioner Be Seated I n  Chamber During Question Period To Reply 
To Questions On Departments Under His Responsibility 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, I have very much of a concern and I would like to 
move the following motion with respect to the Executive section: I move that 
this Assembly request the Commissioner to be seated in the legislative chamber 
during question period to answer questions related to Publ.ic Works, regional 
operations, Financial Management Board, and as �hairman of the Executive 
Committee. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Could you send a copy up to the table here, 
please? To the motion. Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: My concern is I do not think the previous Legislative Assembly 
was very wise in letting the Commissioner, with all the responsibilities on 
his shoulders, letting him walk out without assigning those very important 
and most expensive departments on his shoulders, and not leave a Member to be 
directly responsible to answer questions that are very important to the 
constituencies and to the Members here. So, if I may just give some figures 
here, the Executive Committee's budget is $25 million, which the Commissioner 
is the head of, and that certainly includes his responsibility as head of the 
Executive Committee. Then, if we go down to the Public Works department, this 
department is a $63 million operation and I nformation, which is a 
responsibility of the Executive, is also in the amount of one million dollars. 
Regional operations, that certainly is a very large operation that affects 
every corner of the Northwest Territories. 

More Responsibility And Accountability To The People 

I would ask the Members to ask the Commissioner to be present during question 
period only and if there is any tension between the Executive Members as to 
their status, or if they feel so inferior when the Commissioner is present, 
I would hope they would be able to work that out prior to answering certain 
questions with respect to these departments. So, on that basis because the 
Commissioner is head of the government with direc t department responsibilities 
such as the Financial Management Board, regional operations and Public Works, 
it totals roughly over $100 million, that much in operations, I do not believe 
the last Assembly made a wise move in sending him away and not leaving those 
responsibilities in the direct hands of an Executive Member. On that basis, 
I am only asking the Commissioner to be present during question period and 
not making this motion in an attempt to bring more powers to the Commissioner, 
bu t in effect more responsibility and accountability directly to the people 
we serve. Thank you. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Patterson, to the motion. 
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MR. PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, I agree with the sentiment of the motion.  
just want to make clear with the mover t h at his motion only refers to the 
q uestion period, the daily q uestion period at the opening of each session.  
Is that correct? 

MR. CURLEY : That is correct, and the motion states so. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : That is correct. Mr. Fraser. 

MR. FRASER : Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I disagree with the motion for the 
simple reason that we have five elected Ministers on this committee who I 
know at this time are new to the position or the portfolio, but I do not 
think it wi.ll take them too long to get back in and find out the answers for 
us. I think the answers are better coming from our elected Members rather 
than from the Commissioner. For this reason I will vote against the motion, 
Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Any further discussion? Mr. Butters. 

Giving Ministers Previous Notice Of Questions 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Just to suggest, Mr. Chairman, that even if the motion 
were passed, there is no guarantee that the Commissioner sitting in the 
House directly representing those departments that the mover referred to, 
that the Commissioner would be able to respond immediately. The type of 
response that the Member is referring to is a response to an oral q uestion 
and I think you will find that even if the Commissioner were reseated he 
would have to take many q uestions as notice. One of the ways I suggest to 
Members, if they wish an answer to a q uestion that they pose on any one day, 
that they use the procedure of the courtesy of advising the Minister 
responsible, or a Minister w ho may not be responsible, but just saying "I 
have a q uestion I will ask today and would like a reply to this q uestion ", 
and I think if that procedure is followed Members would find their q uestions 
are . answered frequently and regularly when asked. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Any further discussion? Mr. McCallum. 

HON. ARNO L D McCA L LUM : Mr. Chairman, I will vote against the motion because 
I think that it was proper to make the basis for membership in this Assembly 
on an elected basis. Questions that are addressed to the administration are 
usually addressed in a written form and only oral q uestions of a p ressing, 
or of that kind of nature, are supposed to be asked during the oral q uestions 
according to the rules of this House. 

I do not think, and I should say as Mr. Butters has indicated, that when 
written q uestions are asked it is in the rules that written responses are 
given. I do not believe that there would be any reduction in the time which 
the answers to the written q uestions are given. I do not believe that the 
elected Executive Committee Members feel threatened, no more so than anybody 
else does but I say again, the Legislative Assembly is for elected people 
and, as we want witnesses to appear in this House we ask for them. 



- 1227 -

The Assembly Is For Elected People 

The Commissioner, and I want to make it perfectly clear, Mr. Chairman, I am 
talking about the position, sits in this House during committee of the 
whole. If there is a seat for the Commissioner during the question period, 
be it oral and/ or written, the Commis�ioner, the seat should be there for 
the Commissioner for all purposes. I am not for that. I believe this 
Assembly is for elected people. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: The Executive Committee can take questions that are 
written and provide answers and, as I say, that is what the rules are. 
So, Mr. Chairman, I am not in favour of seating or having a seat for the 
Commissioner in an elected Assembly. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: So, I will vote against the motion. 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Sibbeston. 

MR. SIBBESTON: I do not support the motion because I for one, do not even 
think the Commissioner should be in with us during committee of the whole. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

MR. SIBBESTON: The present system of asking Ministers questions I think is 
the best way and puts the onus on the elected Ministers to respond. If 
we do not like their answers or they do not seem to be doing the right thing 
we can kick them out, but with the Commissioner we cannot. As the Prime 
Minister says, the Commissioner will not have us to kick around any longer. 
I do think that if we let the Commissioner back in here that many of the 
questions will go to him rather than the Ministers and this would in a 
sense downgrade the role and responsibility of elected Ministers. 

---Applause 

THE CHAIRMAN  (Mr . Tologanak): Mr. Patterson. 

Pow er Of Elected Members 

MR . PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, I think we are all too concerned with appearances 
here and ignoring reality . The reality is and until it changes I am going 
to be in favour of this motion. Maybe having the Commissioner here, even 
if it is somewhat of an embarrassment to some of our Members , will remind 
us all that the key ministries are still in his hands an d until that changes 
he should be here to remind us that elected Members do not have a 
significant ... 
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S OM E  H ON . M EMB E RS: Shame ! 

MR . P A TT E RSON: . . .  power or significant po wer as they should h ave . If the 
Commis sioner decides to dives t  himself o f  these powers as he  s uggests he  will , 
even during the life of this A s sembly , then there will be no more need for him 
to sit to ans wer these  q uestions , but at the moment he  has  the res nonsibility . 
The other E xecutive Committee Members do not have responsibilities for those  
departments .  They may have some knowledge , but they are not  accountable for 
deci sion s  taken in the area of Public W ork s ,  for example, and therefore we 
s h ould recognize the reality as it now s tands . Th o se are his res ponsibilities . 
Th erefore he should be here to ans wer the q ues tion s on the s pot . Th an k  y o u .  

T H E CH A I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : I will read the motion once again: I mo ve th at 
this As s embly request  the Commis sioner be seated in the legislati ve ch amber 
during q uestion period to ans wer q uestions related to Public Work s ,  regional 
operations ,  Financial Management Board and as chairman o f  the E xecutive Committee , 
Mr . E valuarjuk . 

MR . E V A L UARJ U K: (Tran slation) Mr . Ch airman , th an k you . I would j ust  like to 
clarify . On the Eighth A s sembly he was alway s  in the ses sion whenever I was here . 
I probably never have unders tood why the Commis sioner was not seated in the 
A s sembly in the last ses s ion , last fall . He was not seated in the As sembly any 
more . I would li ke to kno w  why he is not seated during committee o f  the whole 
any more and I was wondering after I heard the Eighth Legislative As s embly . 
I am s orry because  I h ad never unders tood , when I was elected . I did not like 
the idea . A lot of times we had to wait for the Commis s ioner to ans wer us in the 
Legislature . Some of us could get ans wers right away and a lot of times we had 
to wait , Concerning this  problem I would li ke to s upport the motion . I would 
li ke the Commis sioner to sit with us during the meeting . 

T H E  CH A I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : Mr . Noah . 

Commis sioner Should Sit I n  Chamber 

MR . NO AH : (Translation) Th an k  you , Mr . Ch airman . To the motion . I would like 
to s upport the motion concerning the Commis sioner . He is  very helpful for the 
E xecutive and also  for the regional operations and for these  elected Members , 
four of the boards are very important and h ave a lot of respon sibility for i t .  
I woul d thin k the Commis sioner should sit with u s  during the ses sion . Some of 
the Ministers  cannot ans wer the questions  and we could get an an s wer to them 
during the ses sion . Thes e  four major boards that belong to him ,  he  is not 
against  them and a lot of times he has to respond to the q uestions during the 
ses s ion here and I feel that if the Commis sioner should not sit during the 
committee of the whole , I thin k our operations here would be very slow  wh en he 
is  not here to ans wer the questions . 

The first  Legislature before , I am not trying to go agains t  them in any way . 
I thin k that if the Commis s ioner will not sit here and also  he belong s to other 
committees ,  I thin k this  would be a mistake . Also  I thin k th at the Legislative 
As sembly , he is the Commis sioner for the North wes t  Territories and he has  powers 
in the Legislature here and we have res ponsibility towards our cons tituencies . 
I do not thin k we would be helping any body in the Legislature if we are not 
communicating properly about the respo n sibilities . I t  w ould be a lot slower . 
We know that the Ministers of the departments h ave respons ibilities to carry on 
their roles and I do not thin k it could be run by each Minister if we do not 
have the Commis sioner to help them out . 

Al so a lot of people do not agree with the Commis sioner ' s  view s and this is the 
s a�e everyw here in Canada i n  th e legislatures . A lot of the responsibilities are 
qu1te he� vy and we know th �t we h ave given him a lot of important thing s to carry 
on an� d i rected to _ the _ reg i onal �peration , the responsibilities are quite heavy . 
Als o  i f  he  would s i t  w i th us dur i ng the Legis lative As sembly I would agree th at 
we co uld thin k about it . T h ank  you very much . 
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THE C HA I RMAN (Mr.  Tologanak): Mr . Stewart. 

Suggestion That Motion Changes Rules Of The House 

MR. STEWART: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I wonder if this motion is in order.  
We are dealing with the budget and the motion essentially is to change the 
rules of this House. I just question whether this is the place to debate the 
question or  whether it should come in by way of the regular notice of motion 
and come in that way. I t  seems to me that this ' is a budget debate and 
essentially what the motion asks for is a change in the rules . 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr .  Tologanak): Mr.  Stewart , as chairman of the committee this 
motion is in order.  Any further discussion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

THE CHA I RMAN (M r.  Tologanak): Question being called. Mr.  MacQuar rie. 

HON. ROBERT H .  MacQUARR I E: I f  I may ask , if the motion were passed and yet 
the rules of the House indicate something different , could we have an opinion 
from the procedural experts as to what would be the procedure in that case , 
then? 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Remnant) : Mr.  Chairman , in my view if the motion were 
adopted it would then be necessary in order to implement it to bring in certain 
changes to the rules for approval by this Assembly. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Tologanak): Thank you , Mr.  Clerk. Any further discussion? 
Hon. Mr.  Braden. 

Position Of Deputy Commissioner 

HON . GEORGE BRADEN: I am sor ry .  I was not clear on whether it would just be 
the Commissioner who would be in during q uestion period to answer q uestions 
concerning specific departments or whether it would be the Deputy Commissioner 
who would be in as well , because as I understand it , the Commissioner right 
now just has responsibilities for the Executive Office and the Department of 
I nformation . So would we want to have the Deputy Commissioner 
sitting in here as well? 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak): M r . Braden , the motion reads: The Commis sioner 
and the departments mentioned , Public Works , regional operations , Financial 
Management Boa rd and as chairman of the Executive Committee. Mr.  F raser.  

MR. FRASER: Thank you , Mr . Chairman. I agree with the hon . Member from Hay 
River that we are dealing with the budget and the motion has been on the floor.  
I think we have called the question a couple of times. Let us deal with the 
motion and if we have to go through rules later , let us go through rules later 
but let us get to the motion now . Question . 

Motion That Commissioner Be Seated I n  Chamber Dur i ng Question Period To Reply 
To _Quest i on  s On Departments Under Hi s Resp on s i bi l i ty , Defeated 

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : Thank you , Mr . F raser . I move that this Assembly 
request the Commissioner to be s eated in the legislative chamber during 
question period to answer questions related to Pu blic Works , regional operations , 
Financial Management Board and as chairman of the Executive Committee . All 
those in favour of the motion please indicate by raising your arm . Opposed? 

MR . FRASER : I t  is up to you , dad. 

THE CHA I RMAN (M r. Tologanak ) :  Abstentions? The motion is defeated , nine 
to eight with three abstentions. 

---Defeated 
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We are at the Commissioner ' s  office, 0 and M, $612, 000. Any further 
discussion? Mr. Curley. 

Motion To Delegate Further Departmental Responsibilities To 
Elected Executive Committee Members 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, I have a motion I would like the committee to 
consider. I move that this Assembly urge the adm i nistration to delegate 
the following programs; the Department of Public Works, regional operations, 
Financial Management Board and the Department of Informat i on, to elected 
Executive Committee Members of the Assembly. 

THE  CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): We will have to check that out, Mr. Curley. 
The motion reads as follows, and I have been informed it is in order: I move 
that this Assembly urge the administration to delegate the following departments ; 
Public Works, regional operations, Financial Management Board and the 
Department of Information, to elected Executive Committee Members of this 
Assembly. To the motion. 

MR. CURLE Y: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think this motion is similar to the 
one that was defeated which calls for responsibility and accountability, 
that it be brought back to the people we serve. I do not think it is fair 
for the Members of the Assembly to act symbolically only and have the head 
of the government as though he has no power and whatnot. I think that kind 
of action has been practised for a little too long and I think these particular 
departments could be easily delegated to the Executive Committee Members and 
the accountability through this Assembly should be in the hands of the elected 
representatives, and therefore questions related to the program could easily 
be dealt with in the House. So, I will go no further. 

SOME HON. M E M BERS : Question. 

Motion Carried 

THE  CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): The question being called. All those in favour 
of the motion please indicate by raising your arm . Opposed? The motion is 
carried. 

---Carried 

MRS. SORE NS H J :  Mr. Chairman. 

TH E CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mrs. Sorensen. 

Motion That E astern Arctic Members Accept Responsibility By Filling The 
Two Vacant Executive Committee Positions 

MRS. SORE NS EN: I have a motion as well and the motion reads: In view of 
the additional responsibilities incumbent on elected Executive Members arising 
from the motion that has just passed in this Assembly, I move that this 
Assembly strongly urge the Eastern Arctic Members to accept some responsibility 
for the running of this government by filling the two vacant positions on the 
E xecutive Committee now held for them. 

MR. PATT ERSON: \•/hen? 

MRS. SORENSEN: As soon as possible ; ASAP. 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): We will have to adjust your motion. To the 
motion , Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: I think the point has been made, Mr. Chairman. No doubt if 
the earlier motion is accepted by the Commissioner and the Executive Committee, 
the workload will be much heavier. Our five Executive Members have to date 
not shirked their duties, they have welcomed the responsibilities this Assembly 
has put on their shoulders. Other Members of the Assembly have also accepted 
extra responsibilities and so I think the time has  come for our eastern Members 
to look seriously at these two vacant seats, particularly in light of Mr. 
Curley's motion, and get on our Executive Committee as soon as possible and 
take on these responsibilities they have just given to our five elected Members. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Curley . 

MR. C URLEY: To the motion, in light of the defeat of the previous motion, the 
responsibilities could have been easily handled by the existing Members but 
they failed to accept the previous one and now the responsibility has to lie 
on the elected representatives. No doubt the Eastern Arctic people will 
contribute to selecting a Member and we have done that and each one of the 
Members, and I think Mr. McCallum would a�preciate the fact that someone 
changed their mind and he got in but I will not call the number, so we have 
contributed very much to the appointment of the Executive ·Members and I think 
we should be complimented for the fact that we have put you guys in that 
responsibility. I think you rather enjoy being in there because it is sort 
of a prestige thing. 

MRS. SORENSEN: It needs help. 

Role Of Eastern Arctic Caucus 

MR. CURLEY: I will ask that the right of the individual is the fact that a 
Member has the right to approve or refuse and the Assembly could not impose 
the fact that the privilege of Members should be done away with, the fact 
that the motion calls for the Eastern Arctic specifically. I do not think 
it is fair. I think the Assembly has all along called forward the fact that 
it is a single government responsible for the whole territory and I will vote 
for that but I w i ll v o t e  for it on the basis and on the fact that the Eas tern 
Arctic caucus will definitely be instrumental to who should be the additional 
Member of the Executive Committee Members . Thank you. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Speech, speech ! 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Patterson. 

MR. PATTERSON: I too, am somewhat flattered that the motion would specifically 
refer to Eastern Arctic Members, since I have said before and I say a gain that 
if there is an urgency to appointing more Members to the Executive Committee 
and no Members from the Eastern Arctic are ready to take on those 
responsibilities tomorrow, then let the appointment come from whomever is 
willing to take on those responsibilities. I would like to say that the 
Eastern Arctic Members are seriously considering their responsibility to 
participate at the Executive Committee level. 

Last fall we also seriously considered that responsibility and publicly 
announced that for many reasons, in some instances pressure of current duties 
and in other instances unfamiliarity with government, for those reasons we 
felt that at that particular time none of us would want to come forth and 
actually take responsibility for a department. Ho�ever, we wanted to participate 
and I think we have attempted to actively participate in the role of assistant 
ministers, and I hate to use the word because it is a bad one, but shadow 
ministers, and this role has provided many of us with the opportunity to learn 
more about these sorts of problems and challenges that an Executive Committee 
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Member actually faces . I would hate to see that experiment, whi ch I p e r s on a l l y 
fi nd to be most worth while from my point of view, I would hate to see that 
experiment early on dismissed as a failure, even though there have been some 
difficulties with it, mostly I thin k due to the fact that it was an unwritten, 
unstructured, informal idea . 

However, I would like to say that personally I expect that by the fall session 
I will be in a position to give the idea more serious consideration . I am 
still interested in negotiating conditions for participation on the Executive 
Committee . 

MR . C U R LEY : Hear, hear ! 

Condition To Participation On Executive Committee 

M R .  PATTERS O N :  I do not want to be coy or unreasonable or expect any kind of 
special status, but our initial reservations about the Executive Committee were 
that if residency in Yellow knife was required it would unduly strain the lin ks 
between ourselves and our constitue�ts . I would li ke to say now publicly that 
one condition for my participation on the Executive Committee, and this might 
apply to many of my colleagues, and I say this because I have had a chance to 
discuss it with some of my constituents and this is their position, is that 
particularly if the designation was as a minister without portfolio or as a 
minister for regional operations, something along the lines of the new ministry 
suggested by Mr . Drury, I would insist ·that the office for that ministry, and 
this is something that perhaps the Executive Committee can consider, but the 
office for that ministry need not be in Yellow knife . 

MR . C U R LE Y : Hear, hear ! 

MR . PAT TERSO N :  Again, I too , will vote for the motion . I thin k the existing 
Members of the Executive Committee probably have a significant workload and 
maybe it is unfa i r  to keep those two seats open for an undue length of time, 
but I do not thin k that one year out of four is a long time to be preparing 
for this sort of change . Personally I thin k that by "as soon as possible " if 
you mean by the comin g fall , that is within the range of the discussions, the 
discussions the Eastern Arctic caucus themselves have held . We are really 
loo king at the whol e situation and discussing ways in which we might participate, 
ways which have never been tried before, and I thin k in view of our remoteness 
from Yel l ow knife that it is not unreasonable for some serious thought to be 
given to new defi nitions of the E xecutive positions as they might affect us . 
S o , I will vote in favour of the motion but I do again want to make it clear 
that if the present committee feels or i f  the Assemb l y feels at its spring 
session which may occur, that the burden on the present Members is too great 
I will not stand in the way of someone other than an Eastern Arctic Member, 
or even two people bein� appointed for those positions , Than k you, Mr . Chairman . 

TH E CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tolog a , 1 a k ) : I will j ust read the main part of the motion: 
That this Assembly urge the Eastern Arctic Members to accept some responsibility 
for the running of this government by accepting any additional E xecutive 
Committee pos it i ons establ i shed . Mr . Curley . 
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Style Of Government Should Be Reorganized 

MR . CURLEY: I would just like to add a factor, that it will not change my 
position that the government h as to reorgani ze its way of operating in the North . 
I t  is operating in a southern style way and with the kind of Territories we do 
have, the present Executive Members do find it is very difficul t to operate and 
run a department on a departmental, ministerial basis. Even though the motion 
calls for Eastern Arctic direct involvement in the Executive Committee , any noti on 
of my involvement would have to be on the basis of a clearly redefined way of 
running the government and the p rograms in the North. We have called for Eastern 
Arctic ministries, we have called for regional ministries and these positions 
will in no way at all alter our position as far as this motion is concerned, 
nor in my mind will that prevent me from recommending someone from the other 
areas to take responsibility if they so wish . Thank you. 

T HE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Fraser . 

MR . FRASER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like briefly to say that the 
two positions on the Executive Committee were allocated for the Eastern Arctic 
and I think that maybe it is time that they appointed somebody to these oositions . 
Then we can get away from the white shadow and his cabinet for a while . If we 
get two Members from the East to sit on the Executive Committee , I think i t  is 
very important that we have full membership. We are only de aling with five 
Members. We are allowed seven and I think it is time for the Eastern Arctic, if 
they have the time, to get in and get some of the cake. Thank you, Mr. Chairman . 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak): T h ank you. 
as well . Mr. Evaluarj uk. 

will read the oreamble of the motion 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, if I understood this clearly I thought 
the motion stated that they want somebody from the Eastern Arctic . What would be 
the purpose of this? I thought it was open that there would be five to seven 
seats for Ministers. There are five right  now, five Ministers. Should there be 
just five? I am not against it or anything, but it seems like we are not having 
very good communications with the constituents when they have work to do in their 
position. Maybe if there is somebody from the Baffin region and somebody became 
a minister from the Baffin region they could run the government. I would think 
the two positions should be deleted. 

Motion That Eastern Arctic Members Accept Responsibility By Filling The Two Vacant 
Executive Committee Positions, Carried 

T HE CHA I RMAN (Mr . T ologanak): I n  view of the added resoonsibility incumbent on 
the elected Executive Committee Members that would result from im p lementation of 
the motion just adopted, I move that this Assembly urge the Eastern Arctic 
Members to accept some responsibility for the running of this government by 
accepting any additi0nal Executive Committee positions established .  Question 
being called. All those in favour of the motion please indicate by raising your 
arm. Opposed? The motion is carried. 

- - -Carried 

We are on the Commissioner's office, $612, 000. Mr. Patterson, did you have some 
questions regarding this amount? 

MR. PA T TERSON: have a motion. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Patterson, we will now break for tea for 
15 minutes. 

-- -SHORT RECESS 



- 1234 -

TH E CHA I RMA N (Mr . Tologanak) : The committee will come to order . Order, 
please . We are on the Commissione r ' s office, $ 6 1 2,000 . Mr . P atterson . 

Motion That E xecu�ive Committee Select A Chairman Other Th an The Commissioner 

MR . P ATTE RSO N :  I w ould like to make a motion that this Assembly urge the 
E xecuti ve Committee to select a chairman o f  the E xecutive Committee other 
than th e Commissioner and th at progress be reported at the next session . 

TH E CH A I RMA N (Mr . Tologanak ) :  I will read the motion : That this Assembly 
urge th e E xecutt ve Co mmittee to  select a chairman of the E xecutive Co mmittee 
other than the Commissioner and that pro�ress be reported at the next session . 
To the motion . Mr . P atterson . 

MR . P ATTERSO N : Mr . Chairman, I feel that it is only consistent that if this 
H ouse is g oing to urge as it h as j ust urged, that the present responsibilities 
that the Co mmissioner h as for a number of key departments be transferred 
to elected Members, that it is only consistent that the E xecuti ve Co mmittee 
sh ould then also transfer the impdrtant role of chairmanship of the Executive 
Committee itself to an elected Member . Again I am sure I do not need to say 
this . We are talking about positions and not people, offices and not people 
and this is certainly no reflection on the present h older of the o ffice of 
Commissioner, but, Mr . Chairman, this is a key position . 

Th e chairman of the E xecutive Committee sets the agenda for the meetings and 
this important function sh ould not be left with the Commissioner if, at the 
same time, it is the wish of this Assembly that the important portfolios 
discussed in th e previous motion sh ould be rem o ved from him as well . The 
only other point I wish to make, since I thin k most Members of this Assembly 
will support the m otion, otherwise they w ould not h ave supported the motion 
to transfer the departm�nts to elected Members, the departments which are 
presently held by the Commissioner, th e only other support I will give for 
th e moti on is to say th at this is not a radical idea or a strange idea . 

Change I s  Suggested By Drury Report 

I n  fact Mr . Drury recommended that such a change take place in his report and 
the Commissioner yesterday, in response t o  some questions I asked, indicated 
that he was generally receptive to the directions recommended by Mr . Drury 
as far as his position being phased down . I thin k it is fair to say that the 
present Commissioner is in an impossible posttion in many w ays . He is on 
th e one hand, a representative of  the federal g o vernment and ultimately 
responsible to the Minister of I ndian and N orthern Affairs for his actions 
and yet at the same time he has responsibilities to this Assembly in his 
capacity as being responsible for various departments and being chairman of 
the E xecutive Committee . He himself, recognizes that these responsibilities 
have to be . . .  

TH E CH A I RMA N (Mr , Tologanak) : Mr . Patterson, slo w  down, please . 

M R . P ATTE RSO N : He himself, recognizes th at these responsibilities in the 
long run h ave to  be decreased, alth ough I suspect that his timing is longer 
range than th e wishes of many Members of this Assembly . He indicated the 
other day or  y esterday I belie ve it was, that he was waiti ng for a suitable 
leader to emerge f�om th e E xecutive Committee . Well, I thin k this motion, if 
it passes, will ce�tainly encourage that process . I t  will certainly encourage 
the identification of  a leader from the five g o od men that we have nominated 
to sit on  th e E xecuti ve Committee . This motion also indicates that this 
Assembly is not willing to wait forever for this to happen and in fact, that 
we do not thin k it is unreasonable that some progress sh ould have been made 
by the time the next session meets . I t  i s  a motion that I thin k we cannot 
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but fail to sup p ort since the Commissioner himself and Mr. Drury, whatever 
else we might think of the rest of his report, these are recommendations 
that I think are obvious and urgent. So, I urge Members for all those reasons 
to sup port this motion in order to speed this p rocess up and move us toward 
resp onsible government. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): To the motion. Hon. Mr. McCallum. 

Role Of Ministers On Executive Committee 

HON. ARNOLD McCALL UM :  Mr. Chairman, I would simp ly like to indicate that I 
recognize that this is, again, a recommendation of the recently arrived 
Drury rep ort. I think that it has been the aim of this Assembly and certainly 
the aim of the p revious Assembly that this p articular move would take p lace. 
I would like to just indicate to Members that, in p oint of fact, the p resent 
Executive Committee Members do have input and do set agenda items for Executive 
Committee meetings. The Executive Committee do make recommendations to the 
Commissioner and it has been my exp erience so far with this particular 
Executive Committee, as with others, that the Commissioner, regardless of 
who is in that p articular position, took the recommendations of the Executive 
Committee. The p resent Commissioner has indicated, of course, that this is 
the direction that he would like to move as well, and, as Mr. Patterson has 
indicated, time is the question. I am not sure that I would agree with 
Mr. Patterson that the p resent Commissioner has a different time sequence. 
I do not think the present Commissioner, and I do not p resup pose to speak for 
him, is of the opinion that the time will be toward the end of the p resent 
life of this Assembly. That is, I do not think he is thinking in terms of 
the fourth year. 

We in th e Executive Committee have moved toward this kind of goal in that we 
have an elected Member as dep uty chairman of the Financial Management Board 
and the direction that we would see that qoinq is in fact that the elected 
Member would take over the chairmansh i p  of that particular agency. As well, 
of course elected Executive Committee Members are chairmen of various 
subcommittees of the Executive Committee, the legislation priorities and 
p lanning. I do not think tha t it would be difficult for Members to agree 
that since the motion recommends to the Executive Committee to move toward 
this and to bring a report or rep ort p rogress at the next session, that that 
places any difficulty among p resent Members but I think that we have heard 
the p resent Commiss ioner indicate that in p oint of fact, he does see this 
occurring. So I do not think we would be going against anything that has 
not only been recommended but has, in point of fact, been stated by the 
present Commissioner. I believe, as I would hope all Members would, that the 
elected rep resentatives of the people should be making the decisions and then 
having them vetted by the Commissioner in his particular p osition and I would 
see this occurring well within the life of the p resent Assembly. So, I have 
no difficulty accep ting the motion as a recommendation to the Executive 
Committee to bring this forward. 

T HE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Hon. Mr. Braden. 

Working Towards Responsible Government 

HON . GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I recall that on election nig ht 
last October, flushed with victory I was talking to a reporter from the South 
and I indicated that one thing that I would work toward as an MLA was 
immediate resp onsible government. I t  has been about four or five months since 
elect ion night and we still do not have responsible government. I recall 
fur t her, that i n  my campa ign platform I thought that given our existing 
respons ib il it i es in this government we could have, for an interim period, 
a condi tion where we had responsible government and that this would not 
prejud ice t he evolu tion of different institu tions in the future. 
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So, at this point in time I will have to say that I must support this motion, 
and given the rather lengthy discussion here this afternoon about responsibility 
and accountability, perhaps this is a very logical conclusion. 

I have just one further comment to make, and perhaps this is where our Legal 
Adviso r could again give us some advice and perhaps the Commissioner as well . 
How would a decision on the part of the Commissioner to step down as the 
chairman of the Executive Committee sit with our friend the Minister in Ottawa? 
I am j ust wondering if there are any implications -resulting from the Northwest 
Ter ritories Act that we might have to contend with here. 

THE CH  A IRMA N (Mr . To l o g an a k ) : Mr  . Lal . 

Commissioner's Obligations Under N. W.T . Act 

LEGAL A DVISOR (Mr. Lal): Mr. Chairman, under the provisions of the Northwest 
Ter ritories Act, the Commissioner has the obligation to administer the 
government of the Ter ritories under instructions from time to time given by 
the Governor in Council or the Minister. If the Minister were not to agree 
with the intent of this motion, and instructed the Commissioner not to car ry 
out its intent, I am afraid the Commissioner would be bound by the provisions 
of the Northwest Ter ritories Act and would have to follow the Minister's 
instructi ons. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologar.ak): Mr. Braden , 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: I recall that clause, but I think there is no mention in 
the Northwest Ter ritories Act of the Executive Committee of the Northwest 
Ter ritories. 

MRS. SORENSEN: That is right. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN : It was set up in 1 974 or 1975, as I recall by the then 
minister of I ndian Affairs and Northern Development, Jean Chr etien. So, if 
the Commissioner we re to step down , it is simply stepping down from one of the 
structu res within the Government of the Northwest Ter ritories. He does 
not lose his status as the Chief Executive Officer, that still remains in 
the act. Could we have some reaction to that, M r .  Cha i rman? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Lal. 

LEGAL ADVISOR (Mr. Lal): Mr. Chairman, while it is true there is no mention 
of the Executive Committee in the Northwest Ter ritories Act, by an ordinance 
passed by this House, the Council Ordinance, the Executive Committee has been 
given statutory status in that section 4 of the Council Ordinance specifically 
states that: "There shall be a committee, styled the Executive Committee, to 
aid and advise in the government of the Ter ritories. " Under section 5 the 
Commissioner has been given the power " . . .  from time to time name Members of 
the Council who are to be Executive Members . " Thank you. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : Any further discussion? M r. Pudluk. 

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. would like to ask the 
question. I do not think it would be a good idea if one of the elected 
Members, or  if one of the Members becomes the chairman , one of the elected 
Members. I agree in part with the motion. Maybe if they are going to elect 
after four years that would be more appropriate. 

Problems With Having Minister As Chairman Of Executive Committee 

For those who are our new Ministers, if the Commissioner will not be the 
chairman and after four years they are elected again, how will this be set up? 
Wil l there be a new chairman and a new Minister becomes the chairman? I think 
this could become a problem. I can see that. If that new Minister became a 
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chairman right away and the new chairman and the new Minister had to start 
working right away considering all the communities in the North, but I think 
we would have to get somebody to become a chairman and look at the  
organization itself. That was my question. After four years are they going 
to get a c hairman and have a new Minister become a chairman right away? 
That is my question, will this be set up  like that? If so, I cannot sup port 
it. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Mr . Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Chairman, I think that the motion, while it gives 
direction I do not think it can be acted upon with any degree of haste. The 
Northwest Territories Act, section 4, says " The Commissioner shall administer 
the government of the Territories under instructions from time to time given 
by the Governor in Council or the Minister. " 

I believe, and the Commissioner ca n confirm or deny what I am about to say , 
but I believe that the present structure under w h ich this government is managed 
was provided to t h e  Commissioner by way of a letter of instruction, and that 
has been the manner in which the Yukon has evolved over the last ten years. 
At certain periods of time the Commissioner of either territory has received 
a letter of instruction or direction in which these various mechanisms are 
established. Certainly the Executive Committee does not exist in the Northwest 
Territories Act but it is referred to in the letters of instruction received 
from the Minister or the Governor in Council. I just wonder if the Commissioner 
might just confirm that he has in his possession . . . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Mr. Butters, could you slow down? 

Commissioner ' s  Letter Of Instruction 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the Comm i ssioner might just 
confirm that he has in his possession such a letter from the  previous minister 
establishing the Executive Committee as it operates and functions today. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Mr . Commissioner. 

COMMISSION ER PARKER : Yes , Mr . Chairman. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tol ogana k ) : Thank you. Any further discussion? Mr.  
MacQuarrie. 

HON . ROBERT H .  MacQUARRIE : Thank you, Mr . Chairman. I will oppose the motion 
because I believe it is premature. I think that it is all right to say that, 
theoretically, if he gives up the chairmans hip and all of  the portfolios that 
he is still the Chie f Executive Officer of the government, but what I think 
w o u ld h�ppen if he were to do that would be that the Commissioner would simply 
become a nonentity in the  Executive Committee but as I said . . .  

S OME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

HON. ROBERT H. MacQUARRIE : I kno w, and I am very much aware that many of you 
believe that to be a desirable t hing at the moment, but it does not please me. 
I explained partly my reason earlier, which is that until we can come to 
complete and general agreement that this is the government that ought to be the 
go vernment for all of the people of  the Nort h west Territories, and we certainly 
have not come to that agreement yet, that the Commissioner as a representative 
of the  federal government, which has a special responsibility for native 
peo ple , must have a significant role. I would not want to see it just 
disregarded entirely. I fee l if he were to surrender that -- first of  all I 
would call on him not to, even if the motion passes . 
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Commission er Co-operative With Assem bly 

He has indicated a great deal of willingness to co-operate with this Assembly and 
has told us very sin cerely that in almost all things he will be  guided by  the will 
of this Assembly and  the Executive Committee, except when matters of great 
consequen ce occur . I would suggest to him that this would be a matter of great 
consequen ce and he ought not to surrender it even if he is called on to do so. 
The suggestion is that if he were to surrender that position,  that another leader 
would arise in the Executive Committee . I suggest that that would be a leader 
without any  particular man date to be the leader of · this govern men t and therefore 
n ot entirely acceptable to all Members of this Assembly or to all of the people 
of the Northwest Territories. So, I jus t thin k that it is premature . I see it 
as desirable after certain other thin gs have taken place . Un til they take place 
I am n ot prepared to accept that motion .  

TH E CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tologan ak): Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Than k  you, Mr . Chairman.  I am in  support of the motion because of 
the fact that I do not believe the Commission er should be, he should n ot be  
responsible here and could not be  seated here and at the same time have a very 
importan t  authority with the fin an cial an d Executive Members, their daily business 
affairs. On that basis, I think the time is ripe that the Executive Committee 
should have its own chairman .  I would go further and suggest, and I think I shall 
later, that the immediate transfer of the Fin ancial Man agemen t  Board, that role 
should be given to the finance committee chairman and I thin k, I do not believe . . . 

MRS. SORE NSEN: Hear, hear ! 

MR. CURLEY: do n ot think that responsible government should only be  looked at 
by Ottawa and  in terpreted by  Ottawa as to how responsible govern ment should b e .  
Some Members have been callin g  for responsible govern ment a n d  some of us have 
been looked at as trying  to ignore responsib ility but not so, we wan t  to try and 
correct the way that the respon sibilities are han dled at this time . 

Responsibilities Should Better Reflect The Regions 

I think they should reflect better the regions and the kin ds of special problems 
they have with regard to culture, the econ omic base being different, certainly 
from some parts of the North an d so on.  On that basis I am all i n  favour o f  the 
Executive £ommittee being  given the chairmanship of the Executive Committee . 
I thin k th� t would again bring about a closer un derstandin g and accoun tability 
on ce again directly into the hands of the public an d it would be able to be  
assured exactly what the intentions are as far as plan n ing an d makin g  or 
preparin g priorities for the govern ment ' s  operations . So, I will be votin g for 
the motion .  Tha nk you . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologan ak): Mr . P udluk . 

MR. P UD LUK: (Translation ) Thank you for allowing me to speak again, Mr . Chairman . 
I think we are going a bit too fast concern i n g developmen t in the North. We were 
just elected in October and  I think  we are pushin g  too much towards resoonsibility 
and we are going a bit too fast on this. Now we did have the Conservatives as a 
gover n ment  for a while and considering  th i s  is goin g a bit too fast and then we 
had to elect aga i n .  I think we would also have to elect in the North at the 
presen t t ime, for the Legislative Assembly, eve n thouqh the four years are not 
up . Than k  you . 
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THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Tologanak): Thank you. 
Hon. C . M .  Drury and his staff . 

---Applause 

Any further discussion? Mr. Patterson . 

recognize in the gallery the 

MR. PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, I found the debat� most interesting and I think 
most important. I would like to address a couple of points that were brought 
up by speakers includin g  the Hon.  Mr. MacQuarrie. Mr. MacQuarrie said, 
among other things that it really does not make any difference whether or 
not we remove the Commissioner from chairman ship of the E xecutive Committee 
since he has already said he will be guided and follow the advice of the 
Executive Committee in virtually all matters . Mr . Chairman, I say to 
Mr . MacQuarrie that if it really does not make any difference, that if the 
Commissioner virtually has surrendered his powers as he says, to the Executive 
Committee, then this motion will simply recognize what is in fact a reality. 

Problem Because Commissioner I s  Not Elected 

I would also like to say, Mr. Chairman, that again we are speaking of an 
office and not a man. The only problem with the Commissioner being Chief 
Executive of the Governmen t  of the Northwest Territories is that he is n ot 
elected. We have no say whatsoever in his appointmen t  and  if we are to 
seriously evolve toward responsible government, whatever form that government  
might take, I for one, feel that the present form will be ancient history 
in a matter of even a decade, but whatever form of government we are to 
evolve toward it will feature responsibility being given to elected Members, 
representative of the people . I f  those who oppose this change, this change 
of chairmanship of the Executive Committee, oppose this motion on the grounds 
that it would be irresponsible that the Commissioner has a trust by virtue 
of his position as a federal agent which he carries on behalf of the people 
of the Northwest Territories, it should also be noted that we also, we elected 
Members also have the trust of the people of the Northwest Territories as 
determined through the democratic process . 

Mr. Chairman,  sin ce the Hon. Mr. Drury is here I feel it p articularly a p propriate 
that I should read what his report has to say about this very question and 
I am reading from page 58 of the report, if I may, Mr . Chairman . 

Quote From Drury Report On Constitutional Developmen t  I n  The N . W . T. 

This is Mr. Drury's report on constitutional developmen t  in the Northwest 
Territories: " In order for the territorial Council to assume effective 
responsibility for territorial affairs, the Commissioner's role in  the Executive 
Committee should also be progressively reduced. During the last Coun cil, 
the Commissioner along with the Deputy and Assistant Commissioners, held the 
central departments of governmen t, including the Executive Secretariat and 
the Finan ce  department, and all the service portfolios, except for Public 
Services, which was briefly assigned to an elected Executive Member . While 
the Commissioner assign ed the six program portfolios to the three elected 
Members, their authority was limited by the in struction in the Executive 
han dbook to keep the Commissioner informed at all times as to activities in 
all departmen ts. All government boards and agenc ies reported directly to 
the Commissioner . Moreover, the Commissioner, in his capacity as chairman 
of the Executive Committee, established the agendas, called the meetin gs and  
decided their duration .  In  his absen ce the Deputy Commissioner p l ayed this 
rol e. 
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" It i s  i ncreasingly hard to justify the concentration of such all-encomp a s sing 
E xecutive responsibilities 1n the hands of appointed officers in the N orthwest 
Territories. To some extent, this has been recognized by the elimination 
of the position of Assistant Commissioner and by the increase in the number 
of elected Members of the Executive Committee. 

"If this progress towards accountable government is to continue, the 
Commissioner should be instructed to divest himself of all his remaining 
departmental responsibilities . .. " 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): I am getting a request to slow down, Mr. Patterson. 

MR. PATTE RSON: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. "If this progress towards accountable 
government is to continue, the Commissioner should be instructed to divest 
himself of all his remaining departmental responsibilities and transfer them 
to elected Members of the Executive Committee during the life of thE Ninth 
Council. All government boards and agencies should report to the appropriate 
elected Members. Any new responsibilities devolved to the Government of the 
Northwest Territories should be assumed by an elected Executive Committee 
Member. 

"There appears to be little reason for the Commissioner to continue to act 
as chairman of the Executive Committee. An elected Member should chair the 
committee and the Executive Secretariat should report to him rather than to 
the Commissioner . The Commissioner, however, should remain as a member of 
the Executive Comn 1 i t te e  as long as he continues to be responsible for any 
of the government departments. " 

Waiting For Responsible Government 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think that if the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs 
is concerned that a step which would appear to deprive the Commissioner of 
some of his responsibilities as Chief Executive Officer would divest the 
Commissioner of a power that he holds, or a trust that he holds from the 
federal government, then the Minister of Indian,and Northern Affairs would 
be indicating a lack of trust in the democratic p-r ncess in the Northwest 
Territories whi ch has produced this Assembly and e l ected Members of the 
Executive Committee to those positions. I would be personally delighted if 
the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs were to ve to or express regret at  
any action taken by this Assembly or  the Executive Committee in this direction, 
especially in the face of his own - - of the Prime Minister's own special 
representative's report which is clear. Now I think we have been waiting a 
long time for responsible government in the Northwest Territories and I do 
not think we fear rushing into this process. I think I have confidence in our 
E xecutive Committee Members and frankly, Mr. Chairman , I myself will be much 
more interested in participating in an Executive Committee if these changes 
and when these changes take place. 

---Applause 

Until then it seems like the so-called Ministers are not real Min i sters , that 
the real power reposes in the Commissioner and tha t  this government is not 
truly a responsible government . If there are legal obstacles i n  the way 
in the form of the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, let us test the 
confidence he has in this Assembly and our elected Members . Let us proceed 
to make these changes and let him try and stop us. Thank you , Mr . Chairman . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak ) :  Thank you , Mr . Patterson. Mr. MacQ uarrie . 

HON . ROBERT H. MacQUARRIE : The hon. Member from Yel l ow knife North professed 
astonishment. 
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COMM I SS I ONER PARKER: do not know if I have the right but may I raise a 
quest i on of p rivilege? 

THE CHA I RMAN ( M r. Tologanak) : I s  it ag reed? 

---Agreed 

COMM I SS I ONER PARKER: Just to cor r ect one thing , Mr.  Chairman. Contrary to what 
the hon . Member reported , I did not say yesterday · that I proposed to sur render 
my powers. I said that I would accept the advice of the Executive Committee. 
I t  is a very fine point perhaps, b u t  it is not within my power to sur render 
them. That has to be the choice of others. Thank you very much . 

THE CHA I RMAN (M r. Tologanak) : Mr.  MacQuar rie. 

Concerning The Eighth Assembly ' s  Position Paper On Constitutional Dev elopment 

HON. ROBERT H .  MacQUARR I E: Thank you, M r. Chairman. I t  appears to me the 
Hon. M r. Dru ry may be astonished that we have already implemented one of his 
recommendations which was that we sit f rom time to time as a constitutional 
convention which seems to be what we are doing right at the moment. At any 
rate, speak i ng about astonishment, the hon. Member for Yellowknife North 
professed himself to be astonished at something that I said earlier today. 
We are dealing with a very complex matter and so I suppose that can occur but I 
have i n tu rn to profess myself astonished at what the hon. Member f o r  F robisher 
Bay has said. I think I have not heard a better defence for the Eighth 
Assembly ' s  position pape r on constitutional development if he believes everything 
he said today. That is essentially what I think the Eighth Assembly was saying 
and I s i mply could not agree with that position then and I cannot agree with it 
now. One th i ng we must not forget about the Commissioner of the Northwest 
Ter ritories, appointed , yes, but appointed by a gove rnment elected by the people 
of Canada. 

A N  HON . MEMBER : South ern Canada. 

HON. ROBERT H .  MacQU ARR I E : A gove rnment has a trust . I agree with the hon. 
Member f rom F robisher Bay that each of us has a responsibility . . .  

THE C HA I RMAN ( M r . Tologanak) : Or der, please . Would you slow down for the 
interp reters ? 

Mandate And Responsib i lity Of Members 

HON . ROBERT H. MacQU ARR IE : Thank you for reminding me. Each of us has a mandate 
and a responsibility to speak for a certain port i on of the population of the 
Northwest Te r ritor i es .  There i s  no pa rty system . There was no maj or  party 
platform t h at was supported by a maj ority of people in the Northwest Ter ritories 
and so none of us has a mandate to speak for all people of the Northwest 
Te r r i tories . I will repeat that , unt i l we can c ome to some kind of ag reement 
as to how we are going to handle things in the North, that the federal 
government does have some importan t role to play as a protector of the rights of 
various groups of people i n  the North and that the Commissioner is their agent 
i n  do i ng that . I think that i t  is an i mpo rtant role and I think that it should 
not be l i ghtly rega rded and discarded . 

TH E  C HA I RMAN ( M r . Tologanak) : M r .  Sibbeston. 

MR . S I BBES TON :  Mr . Chai rman , I do not support the motion because of the main 
reason that I do not want to see th i s  government get more power. I say this 
because unt i l all native people see that th i s  ter ritorial government is their  
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government, then I do n ot feel that I could support further powers to this 
government . I feel that the powers we have are sufficient for the time bein g ,  
and as I said a number of times let us do a real good job with the powers we 
have n ow .  

Now, I just want  to make a commen t, that sometimes I get im patient and think that 
with elected people, and sometimes with Dene people in there, that we ought to 
expect real, real sign i fican t changes in this government, or we should have 
already. Sometimes it is disappointing to see th,at things have n ot really 
chan ged that much and I sometimes feel that what the native people presently 
on the Executive Committee say is to a large extent the thinking of the 
bureaucracy. However, I am prepared to be patient  and wait for the n ext fall 
or for a year until the people of the Executive really take full control of 
their responsibilities , and the hope is that we place elected people in  there , 
and some of the n ativ e  people , and then they ought to reflect -- we should 
see real changes and  n ot just the same old story from slightly different people . 

-- -Ap plause 

I just wanted to say too, that I do not feel I could support the motion because 
of the establishment  of the unity committee which will likely help in finding 
out, as well as possible , the general direction that this government should go. 
I think hopefully this unity committee will point out some of the major changes 
that will n eed to be made. I know the people in my area , the Dene people will 
accept th i s  government as their governmen t. 

N ot Supportive Of The Drury Report 

I just also want to state that the CBC in the last day or so has given the 
impression that most of the Members here sup port Mr . Drury's report . I just 
want to state that I for one do not fully su pport Mr. Drury ' s  report. The 
ITC and the Den e Nation apparently also do not. Perhaps I should not go 
into great details as to why I come to this view however , I just want to 
say again that I do not support the motion because I think the present 
elected Members on the Executive have been given a certain amount of 
responsibility and we ought to give them time in order to develop and to 
really take over full responsibility of the department. As to the Commissioner , 
I am sat i sf i ed with the Commissioner continuin g to be the head of this 
govern ment for the time being. Thank you. 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Tologan ak): Mr. Mclaughlin . 

MR . McLAUGHLIN:  Let us n ote the hon . Member from Frobisher Bay in q uoting the 
Drury report has jus t pointed out the fact that that is one good part we want 
but we do not want  all of it. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear , hear ! 

Support Of The Executive Committee Members 

MR. McLA UGHLIN: As to what Mr . MacQuarrie said, I think  that the federal 
govern ment i n  the provinces protects the rights of individuals and upholds 
treati es and obligations and other federal responsibilities . They can continue 
to do that i n  the Northwest Territories through an other means other than the 
Commiss i on er. When I was elected , I was under the assum ption that this Assembly 
was goi ng to work toward more responsibility in the Northwest Territories . Now , 
how we devolve that out, is to be decided later by this Assembly , but I 
think the Executive Committee Members, the people who were elected to it were 
not elected by parties or anything like that, as he pointed out, are n ot 
acting as parties right now. It is a misapprehension by some Members who 
think that the Executive Committee is in the role of the op position because 
they are not .  As I said before we elected them and we said we would 
support them and I am  in favour of this motion because I think it would be 
one of the major ways we can support the Executive Committee. Thank you. 
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THE C H A I RMAN (M r . To loganak) : Any  fur the r discussio n o r  can I call the 
questio n?  

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Questio n.  

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr .  T o loganak) : Mrs . So r e nse n.  

MRS . SORENSEN : I j ust  have o n e  quick comm e n t  and that is that I must say that I 
can n o t  believe that this is happe ning. I am ove rwhelmed. I can n o t  wait  to 
vo te o n  the mo tio n. support it  who lehear tedly, but I r e ally wo nder if Membe rs 
really r e aliz e what is going o n  here. We have go n e  f r o m  trying to brin g t h e 
Commissio n e r  b ack in to these ropes which is ten years backward , to . . . 

MR. CURLEY : For  questio ns . 

--- Laughter 

MRS. SORENSEN : . . .  divesting  the Commissioner of  his program r espo nsibilities 
and giv ing e lected M e m b e rs m ore r espo nsibility, which is supe r, to suggesting 
that the Commissio n e r  ste p  down f r om the chairmanship of  the Executive Committe e 
which would advance us at least five years an d ,  M r . Chairman, all these 
suggestio ns have come f r om  the eastern caucus. 

-- - Applause 

MR . CURLEY :  H ear , hear '. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. T ologan ak) : M r . B rade n.  

Checks On A n  All Elected Executive 

H ON. GEORGE BRADEN : Thank you, M r. Chai rman . I think , just to speak o n e  more 
time in suppo r t  of  this mo tio n , Mem b e rs should r e cog niz e that the r e  are a l l 
kin ds of  checks remaining within the N o r thwest  Te r ritories Act o n  what an all 
e lected Executive could do . Th e most  obvious o n e  is the Commissio n e r  n amed  
as the Chief Executive Officer of  the Northwest Te r rito ries. I can n o t  find the 
exact clause in the act right n ow ,  but we a r e  r e qui r e d , as I unde rstand  it, to 
ge t the appr oval of the De p a r tme n t  of Indian Affairs o n  some of our legis latio n 
b ef o r e  it ge ts in to this H o use. I think we have to recogniz e as well that the 
Ministe r of I n d ian Affairs and  N o r thern Deve lopme n t  could ve to some thing which 
has come out of the Executive Committe e if it  is so abho r e n t  to the f ede ral 
gove r n me n t. Fin ally, we have a G o ve r n o r  i n  Council which is the f ede ral 
cab in e t  wh ich has the right of disallowance o n  anything. 

So , Mr . Chairman , the r e  ar e  a lo t of  checks o n  anything an elected Executive 
would be do i ng. Fur the r ,  o n  the busin ess of  prese n ting mo n e y bills, lo ok  back 
to sect io n 2 1  of  the act which r e ads : I t  is n o t  lawful f o r  the Council to adop t  
o r  pass a n y  vo te , r esolutio n ,  address or bill f o r  the appropriatio n of  a n y  par t 
of the public reve n ue of the Te r r itories, o r  of  any tax o r  impost, to any 
purpose that has n o t  b e e n  first r ecomme nded  to the Council by message of  the 
Commissio n e r  . . .  

So, this is furthe r evide nce that j ust  because the Commissio n e r  is n o t  chairing 
the Executive Committe e ,  the r igh ts of  groups an d individuals are going to be 
take n away. This is just o n e  small step in  changing th is an tiquated act to 
some thing that is of more b e n efit to the pe ople of the N o r thwest Te r rito ries. 
Thank you. 

- - - Applause 

T H E  CHA I RMAN (M r. To loganak) : Mr. Curley .  
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Transfer ring Responsibilities To The Regions 

MR. CURLEY: Thank you , M r. Chairman . I would just like to make a point of 
clarif i cation. Any motion that we do  put forward f rom the Eastern Arctic , 
normally we do not attempt in any way to bring back the performance of the 
Assembly to 100 years back or  ten years back because we are concerned that 
the accoun tability should remain in the chamber , rather than letting an 
official go without having some form of guarantee , as to how he will respond 
to the questions and concerns that the constituents have. As far as the hon. 
Member's suggestion , she seemed to suggest that the Eastern Arctic Members 
have not been contributing to anything and I would suggest that if we were 
given the oppor tunity to run the depar tment by transfer ring some of the 
res ponsibilities to the regions and so on , I think progress would be a lot 
quicker. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Hear , hear '. 

THE CHAIRMAN (M r. Tologanak): Any fur ther discussion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question . 

THE CHAIRMAN (M r. Tologanak): That this Assembly urge the Executive Committee 
to select a chairman of the Executive Committee other than the Commissioner 
and that progress be repor ted at  the next session. All those in favour please 
so indicate by raising your arm. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Recorded vote . 

Motion That Executive Committee Select A Chairman Other Than Commissioner ,  
Car ried 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr.  Tologanak): A recorded vote has been requested and shall be . 
All those i n  favour of the motion , please stand and remain standing until 
your name has been ca l led. 

CLER K ASSJ STANT OF THE HOUSE (M r. de Vos) : M r. Evaluarjuk , M r. Arlooktoo , 
M r. Ar reak , M r . Patterson , M r . McLaughlin , M r. Stewar t ,  M r. McCallum, M r. Noah , 
M r. Curley , M r. Butters , M r . Sayine , M r. Wah-Shee , M r. Braden and M rs. Sorensen. 

T HE CHAIRMAN (M r. Tologanak): All those opposed , please stand and remain 
standing until your name has been call ed .  

CLER K ASS I STANT OF  THE HOUSE : M r. Appaqaq , M r. Sibbeston and  M r . Mac Quar rie. 

THE CHA I RMAN ( M r. Tologan ak) : Abstentions? 

CLERK ASS I STAN T  OF T HE HOUSE : M r . Pudluk , Ms. Cournoyea and M r . Nerysoo. 

THE CHA I RMAN (M r .  Tologanak) : M r. Butters . 

HON . TOM BUT TERS : Did I inter rupt you r calling the results of the vote? 

THE CHA I R MAN (M r. Tologanak) : Yes. 

- - -Laughter 

The motion was car ried 7 4  to th ree . 

- --Car ried 

M r. Butters . 

Commenda !_j__Q_ Q_ _Of_Hon . .  B ud_Drury 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : This morning ,an E xec u t i ve Committee 111ot i on was passed whic h 
requested t hat  the c o mmittee i ndicate to the Hon . Bud Drury t hat w hile we may 
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not, and obviously cannot, make a statement with regard to his report at this 
time because much consideration will have to go into the many recommendations 
it contains, the Executive Committee felt that we should by letter, indicate 
to him our recognition and our gratitude for the dedication and the 
responsibility with which he accepted the commission given to him by the 
Prime Minister and the people of Canada and also on his willingness to speak 
with all the residents wherever and whenever the opportunities presented 
themselves. We recogniz e  too that on many occasions, with personal 
inconvenience and physical discomfort, he visited the people of the North 
in their homes, in their communities. He drank gallons of tea and coffee with 
them and listened with patience and understanding. 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Tologanak) : Thank you, Hon. Mr. Butters . Your point is 
well taken. We are on the budget, Commissioner's office , $612, 000. Mr. Curley. 

Motion To Examine Feasibility Of Establishing A Ministerial Office With 
Responsibility For Community Government And Regional Operations 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, I have a last point and I would like to move that 
this Assembly recommend to the Executive Committee that it examine the 
feasibility of establishing a mini sterial office with special responsibilities 
for community government and regional operations in the Northwest Territories 
and report the outcome of such study to this House at the next session. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Would you pass the motion up? To the motion . 
Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Thank you, Mr , Chairman. think the points that have been raised 
already with respect to the remoteness of some communities in the Northwest 
Territories and the fact that it has become very difficult for Ministers with 
departmental responsibilities to fairly represent the whole geographic size  
of the land we have in this part of the North. So, I would think that before 
the motion that was approved to appoint Eastern Arctic Members is carried out, 
a very thorough study should be done to attempt to really fill all Executive 
Committee membership of the Assembly. My motion merely calls for a study and 
that a report be made at the next session so that those who would consider 
joining the Executive Committee membership from the Eastern Arctic would have 
a fair chance of getting it if a proper study was made and the conditions 
they had a strong feeling about were met. So I would urge the Members to 
j ust vote in favour of the motion. Thank you. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you, Mr. Curley. Mr. Patterson. 

MR. PATTERSON: I would like to speak in support of the motion and I would 
also like to say that the best thing about Mr. Drury's report in my view, 
although I was disappointed that more attention was not paid to the option 
of division , the best thing about the report was the way he dealt with 
regionalism, if you like to call it that. I have maintained probably ad 
nauseam that this government has utterly failed to understand the strength of 
regional feelings in the Northwest Territories and for this reason Mr. Drury 
recommended what I think is a virtual dismantling of the Department of Local 
Government through decentralization and the creation of a new department of 
community government and regional operations. I t  seems to me that, again to 
use a phrase referred to by Mr . Drury, for short-time incremental changes as 
opposed to long-term changes of the sort envisioned by the Nunavut proposal 
this kind of devolution and recognition of regionalism is an essential step. 
We have discussed the fate of the government's efforts through its devolution 
committee now dead to achieve some progress in the area of devolution. That 
committee largely :failed, but that movement should not and must not fail and 
I think this direction and the establishment of this ministry will give q new 
impetus to that d �rection. 

I 
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Devolution To The Regions 

I think an other importan t  poi nt, Mr. Cha i rman , is t hat wh ile there is a 
departmen t  of I thi nk  it is  regional operation s which w e  will be con s idering 
in  the es timates for the Executive l ater on,  it is unfortun ate that that 
operation at prese nt  reports to the Commis s ion er . I think  an earlier motion 
of this House  would have that funct ion trans ferred to an elected Mem ber . 
I think  many  Mem bers of the Eas tern Arctic particularly have challenged the 
Executive Committee to make progres s  in  the area of d evolution to reg ion s .  
I mys elf, like the hon . Mrs . Sore n s en,  do n ot thihk it is  a strange idea to have 
the entire Baffin reg ion al operation delegated, devolved to the Baffin Regional 
Coun cil. I n  the n ear future, I think  the Baffin Regional Council will be coming 
forward to this A s s embly in its life an d i n  fact in the n ext ses s ion w ith 
legis lation which would permit , flexible legis lation which would perm it this to 
happen . Mr . Drury has s uggested  that this s hould happen .  

A key to all this would be the e s tablis hment of an  elected M e m ber re s pon s i ble 
for community gover n ment  an d regional operation s .  I have always felt, 
es pecially s ince bein g  elected , and before, that the regional directors have 
been in  an  impos s ible pos ition . They are res pon sible for co- ordinating  program s 
in their region s  yet at the s ame time their s uperintendents  report to directors 
in Yellowknife and those  region al directors mus t  report to the C omm is s ion er . 
Now, this motion ,  if it res ults in  the creat ion of a ne w ministry would g i ve 
those  region al directors reporting  res pon s ibility to an elected M e mber . I think  
it bears s tudy because  Mr. Drury has recommen ded that those  regiona l  directors 
s hou l d be key figures in n egotiatin g  devolution between the communitie s and 
the government .  

Devolution Proces s At The Commun ity Level Has Bee n Lim i� 

Right n ow I think  on e of the reason s that the d e volution proces s at the community 
level has been s o  l im ited and I think  Fro b is her Bay a nd  Fort Liard may be the 
only examples in the Northw e s t Territor ie s where a commun ity has reques ted 
tran s fer of powers,  is  becaus e  there is nowhere the communitie s can clear l y  go 
to negot iate s uch devolution . Now the e s tabli shm e n t  of this new ministry an d 
clarification of the role s of the region al d ire c tors would s urely do a lot 
toward s s peeding thi s proce s s  up . In the Baff in  reg ion I th ink we would be read y 
to make s ignif icant progres s part icularly in the field of education and health 
an d s ocial s erv ices wh i ch the Baff in Regiona l  Counci l  has ident ified as 
priorities ,  but this A s s embly an d other reg ion s have als o  s trong l y  called for 
devolution in the area of w ild l ife manag e me n t .  This is where the M in is ter could 
play a key role s o  I am s trongly in favour of the motion and I urge other Mem bers 
to s upport it . 

T HE CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Tologan ak ) : Thank you , Mr . Patters on .  It has been move d by 
the hon . Memb er  from K eewat in South that this A s s em b l y recomme n d  to the Executive 
Comm ittee that they examine the f eas ibility of e s tablishing  a min is terial off ice 
w ith s p ec ial re s pons i b ilities for commun ity government and reg iona l operat ions 
in the Northw e s t Territorie s a n d  report the outcome of s uch s tudy to th is House  
at the next s e s s ion . 

S OME HON . MEM BERS : Que s t ion . 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Tologanak ) : Mr . Wah- Shee . 

Select ion Of �i ona l Superinte n dents _ Of _Local _Governmen !_ 

HON . JA MES WA H - S HE E : Yes , Mr . Ch a i rm an . I w o u l d j us t l i k e to c l a r i f y so  1 1 1  e th  i n gs  
that w e re ment ioned by the hon . Mem ber from F rob is her Bay . The re g i o n al 
s uperinte n d ents  of L ocal Governmen t are s e l ecte d join tly by the D epu t y  M i n is te r 
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and t h e  regi on al d i rector and the i r select i o� , of course , i s  done to the  
sati sfact i on of the  reg i onal d i rector because the  reg i onal d i rector has to 
be sat i sfi ed that the cand i date can effecti vely operate wi th i n the  reg i ons and 
that he  is  quali f i ed to do so. The  reg i onal super i n tendents , once they are 
selected , are accountable to the reg i on al d i rector and  the  reg i onal d i rector 
i n  turn i s  accountable th rough t he  Deputy M i n i ster to myself regardi ng the  
effect i ve del i very of Local Government  programs. As well , the  co-ord i nat i on 
of other programs and the accountabi li ty for these programs by the  reg i onal 
d i rector i s  done t hrough the reg i onal operati ons � i n  turn to the  Executi ve 
Comm i ttee. So , I just wan t  to poi n t  out that th i s  i s  i n  fact the way that 
the  structure i s  set up and the  accoun tab i li ty. Th i s  i s  j ust the  one po i nt  
I wan ted to clar i fy ,  Mr. Cha i rman. Thank  you. 

THE  CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak ) :  Any further d i scuss i on? 

SOM E HON . M E M B ERS : Questi on. 

Mot i on To Exam i ne  Feas i b i l i ty Of Establi s h i ng A M i n i ster i al Off i ce W i t h  
Respons i b i l i ty For Commun i ty Government  And Reg i onal Operat i ons , Carri ed 

THE  CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tolog�nak ) : guest i on be i ng  called. I move that t h i s  Assembly 
recommend to the Executive Committee that i t  exam i n e  the  feasi b i li ty of 
establ i sh i ng a m i n ) steri al off ) ce w � th spec i al respons i bi li ti es for commun i ty 
government  and reg i on al operat i ons i n  the  North west Terr i tori es and report the  
outcome of such study to th i s  House at the  n ext sess i on. All those i n  favour 
please i nd i cate by ra i s i ng  your arm. Op posed? The  mot i on i s  carr i ed. 

- - -Carr i ed 

0 And M ,  Comm i ss i oner's Off i ce ,  Agreed 

We are on the Comm i ss i oner's offi ce ,  $6 1 2,0 0 0. Agreed ? 

- - - Agreed 

- - - Ap plause 

Before we go on to page 2 . 03 we w i ll break for tea for 15 m i nutes and I would 
l i ke to i n vi te Mr. Drury and h i s staff to j oi n us i n  t he  Members' lounge for 
tea and  coffee . 

- - - SHORT RECESS 
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THE C H A I RMM ( Mr. P atterson ) :  T he  committee will come to order. We h ave 
completed the estimates for the  C ommissioner ' s  office. 

O And M ,  Ministers ' Offices , Agreed 

We are now dealing with the  estimates for the  Ministers' offices on page 2.03 
of t h e  main estimates. T he  operati ons  and mai ntenance vote for t h e  Ministers ' 
offices is $564 , 0 0 0. 

S OME HON.  MEM BERS: Agreed. 

THE CHA I RMAN ( Mr. P atterson ) :  I s  t h at amount agreed? 

- - - Agreed 

O A n d  M ,  Execut i ve Committee S ecretariat 

We will now move to the Executive C ommittee s ecretariat on page 2.04. T he  
total O and M vote is  $ 1 , 15 5 , 0 00 .  Mrs. Sorens en. 

MRS . S OREN SEN: T h ank you , Mr. C ha i rman. During our December meeting , the  
standing comm i ttee on f i nance i nquired wi th res pect to the  Edmonton office 
and what the Executi ve Committee h ad planned to do with the Edmonton office , 
and in fact we had discuss ed the  need to beef up th e Ottawa office . Have there 
been any conclusions reached by the Executive Committee on t hat measure? 

THE CHA I RM AN ( Mr. P atterson): Mr. Commissioner . 

C O M M I S S I O NER P ARKER: 
two offices as yet. 
this session , but we 
next month or two. 

Mr. C h airman, we have not concluded our review of th ose 
I sup pose we would h ave , h ad we not been preoccupied with 
certainly will h ave those reviews completed within the 

MRS. S OREN SEN: I wonder if you could explain to the House the reason for 
h aving a visibility in Edmonton? 

C OMM I S S I ONER P AR KER: Mr. C hairman , the  E dmonton office h as been in existence 
for many , many years as an E ducation office. I t  has also fulfilled an 
expediting kind of role which  has been very important to us. From the  Education 
standpoint , it h as been the centre for processing and giving guidance to students 
taking post- secondary education and as such h as served an essential , or rather 
fulfilled an essential need. 

T h ree or four years ago we added one more senior person to that office/ as a 
result of a visit to the  Northwest Terr i tories by Premier Lougheed , and at 
that time he indicated that he  was goi ng to establish a northern desk within 
h is intergovernmental affairs department . As a measure of support from our 
side , we agreed to raise the level of our office in Edmonton in order to smoot h 
out any difficulties in trade and to establish a good liaison with our close 
neighbour . T he  premier did establish that desk and we have h ad some 
communications with it , but I th ink on balance the  total system has not proven 
to be as valuable as we perh aps would h ave thought it would h ave been and th at 
is the  reason for t he  review we are conducting right now . 

THE CHA I RMAN  ( Mr. P atterson): T h ank you , Mr . Commissioner . Mr. Curley. 

M R. C UR LEY : Can I h ave your permission to ask a question related to the 
Ministers' off i ces because I was under the  impression we were dealing with the 
capital of the  other section and it is only a question , unrelated to a motion 
or anything? 
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THE CHA I RM A N  ( Mr. P atterson ) :  I s  it ag reed? 

S OME HON . ME M B  E RS : A·g reed . 

THE CHA I RM A N  ( Mr. P atterson ) :  I s  it ag reed? 

- - - A greed 

Locati on Of M i ni sters ' Of fices 

MR. CURLEY: My quest i on w i th respec t  to the Min� sters ' offices is , I wonder 
when I walk i n  there why the M i nisters did not h ave their offices i n  the 
department becaus e as a pe rson walking i nto  the c i ty wh i ch i s  foreign enough , 
and then walk i ng  into the b i g  s i x th f l oor Commissioner 1 s off i ce try i ng to 
find the M i ni ster , an ordinary person g e ts very li ttle and gets a b i t 
uncomfortab le t ry i ng  to weave through all  that Executi ve atmosphere. Have you 
any p lans to transfer the M i ni sters ' off i ces to the department so that 
ordinary peop le i nquiri ng can have an atmosphere that i s  common to thei r own 
sty 1 e? 

COMM I S S I ONER P ARKER: Mr. Chairman , I would not th i nk that the atmosphere in 
the departmental structure would be very much d ifferent. The Min i ster would 
need ap prox i mately the same size of of fice and the s ame staf f. The reason that 
Executi ve Members were housed on the same f loor w a s  becaus e  Execut i ve Members 
need to have a good deal of i nterp lay back and forth. To act as committee 
Members , there i s  grea t value i n  the regular contact , The day-to-day 
administrat i on of the dep ar tment i s  the res p ons i bility of the Deputy Min i sters 
or d i rectors. I n  other juri sdi ct i ons , particu larly Ottawa , the M i nisters have 
two offi ces , one i n  the bui lding that houses each of their departments and the 
other an office centra lly located in or around the parliament buildings. We 
did not fee l  we could enj oy the lux ury of two off i ces , nor d i d  we see a 
requi rement , and hence the dec i s i on to have them put together centrally .  I t  
i s  a subject that we could rev i ew. I would certai nly th i nk that a v i sitor to 
government of f i ce s , seeki ng to meet a Minister m i ght we l l  f i nd tha t  he h ad 
business w i th other M i ni sters and h i s work , or his task would be made much 
easier because of them bei ng gathered together. However , i t  is a matter 
that we can rev i ew. 

Morale Of The S taff 

MR , CURLEY: Sup p lementary. I under l i ned when I s aid t hat , I sa i d  it was 
uncomfortab le for the ordi nary p erson and I d i d  feel that way , and I may not 
be an ordinary per s on , but I always see myself  as an ordi nary person. 

- - - Laughter 

The atmos phere to me was not healthy as far as I was concerned and I feel 
infer i or 1n there , What I am trying to get at is the fact that I would 
thi nk it would be very important for the Min i sters to have thei r off i ces in 
the department for morale purposes , to boost the morale of th e staff , that 
they do have a M i ni ster who is  access i ble to all  the staf f within headquarters. 
I reali ze that i t  i s  convenient , it is more convenient to have all the Executive 
Members there when you want to ap proach them but I would think this k i nd of 
se t-up , hav i ng the M i n i sters in one centr a l  p lace , I th i nk it is only required 
when there i s  a p arty system w i th i n  the Legislature where you have to 
conti nually p lan strategy for the op pos i tion p lans and whatnot. I am not 
too sure how frequent ly Executive  meet i ngs are held but I for one , if I were 
a M i n i ster , i f  I had been an Execut i ve Committee Member , I would not h ave 
agreed to be i ng in that office and I would have had no cho i ce but to remain 
in there and be stuffed i n  an atmosphere I do not parti cu lar ly enjoy. I . 
would like you to resp ond to tha t ,  and the further concern I have is what are 
your feel i ngs about having the M i ni ster sett i ng up , at leas t ,  offices in the 
regions so they would be accountab le and have a p lace where peop le can see 
and reach h i m when he does v i s i t regions. 
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COMMISSIONER P ARKER : The Minister, any Minister when  visiting a re gion, has 
the right and ability to call on the use of the re gional director's office 
or one of his offices for the duration of his time in the re gional headquarters. 
I would not think you would want us to go to the e xpense of retaining identifiable 
offices for the time they would be required. 

With re gard to the other points, I do not believe I can say anything more. 
would fe el  badly if the hon. M e mber f e els uncomfortable vis i ting the floor on 
which the Executive offices are located because I can assure him that the 
p eople the re are very friendly and their only desire in life is to make him 
f e e l  welcome . 

- - -Laughter  

THE CHAIRMAN  ( Mr. P atterson ) :  Thank you, Mr. Commissioner. Mr. Curley. 

Setting Up Ministers' Offices In The Regions 

MR. CURLEY:  One supplementary I have ,  one more, the last one. We just gave 
direction to the administration for the Execut i ve Committe e  to study the offices 
of Ministe rs at lar g e  and whatnot in the eastern re gions and how do you fe el 
about them having that kind of set-up in the re gions, to have a Minister  for 
the re gion or Minister  for Nunavut if you want to go to the extreme, and have 
them  set up offices and just be  travelling from t i m e  to time to Y ellowknife. 
How would you respond to them sett i ng up offices i n  the re gions? 

THE CH AIRMAN ( Mr. P atterson ) :  Mr. Commissioner . 

COMMISSIONER P ARKER: In that case I think it would b e  a wise move for us to 
e stablish an Executive office for a Minister who might be  servin g from the 
East, or a Minister without port folio or with sp ecial re gional responsibilities . 
I t  would make s ense for him to hav e  an office that he  or she could use part time 
and, in addition, a call on an office in Y ellowknife . 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Patte rson): Mr . Curley. 

MR. CURLEY:  One last point. Mr . Commissioner, would you be  willing to guide 
all of the Me mbers of the Assembly through your Executive office s? It might be 
the best place in town, but so far many of us have not b e e n  there . I would 
j ust l ike  you to re spond to that last point . 

THE CH AIRM A N  ( Mr. P atterson ) :  Mr. Commissioner . 

COMMISSIONER P ARKER: For the way to my office you take the stairway to the 
right of the e levator. 

- - - Laughter  

MR. CURLEY :  Give us a map so we  can find it. 

THE CH AIRMAN ( Mr. P atterson ) :  Y ou do not want the Members to use the ele vator, 
Mr. Commis s ioner? There  being no further comments on Ministers '  offic es and 
that ite m  having b e en approved, that total expenditure of $564 , 000, w e  will  
move to the Executive Committe e  secretariat . Are  there any questions or 
comments? Mr. Curley. 

MR. CUR L E Y: One comment I have with respect to the Executive Committe e  
secretariat. I think my question would li k ely b e  more appropriate when we 
are studying the re gional operations and so I think I will defer that to 
re gional operations . Thank you . 

O And M, Executive Committe e Secretariat, Agre ed  

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Patterson): The amount for operations and maintenance is 
:ti l , 15 5, 0 0 0. 
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SOME HON.  MEMBERS: Agreed . 

THE CH AIRMAN ( Mr .  Patterson): It is agreed, is it? 

- - - Agreed 

Capital, Executive Committee Secretariat, Agreed 

Capital, $24, 0 0 0. Mr . Curley. 

MR . CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, I believe this capital expenditure is for 
replacing furniture and so on. I was j ust given the impression by the 
Commissioner he thought the Executive offices were very well organized and 
they are shipshape. I wonder why they would have to go through spending that 
type of expenditure. Com pared to the other executive departmental offices the 
furniture is probably p retty good. I am not sure all this expense is required 
to p urchase new furniture. 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: We have no intention of rep lacing any existing furniture, 
but rather to have the ability to provide furnishings for additional Executive 
Members if they are so designated. 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Tologanak ) :  Any further comments? Capital, $24, 0 0 0. Agreed? 

- - -Agreed 

0 And M, Land Claims Secretariat 

Land claims secretariat. I will have to get a li st here. Mr. P atterson. 

MR . PATTERSON:  Mr. Chairman, c ould we start off with an indicati on of how 
many staff there are p resentl y there and what their particular areas of 
expertise are? 

THE C HAIRMAN ( Mr. Tologanak ) :  Mr . Comm i ssioner . 

COMMISSIONER PAR K ER :  Mr. Cha i rman, first of a 1 l it is q uite clear that the 
responsibilities of this unit are likely to change . In answer to the question 
asked, the number of persons inv olved i s  f i ve. The people occupying those 
positions have had a very considerable number of years of management and 
administrative training including, in most instances, university training 
which is ap propriate in government administration. Also two of the members 
have had considerable field experience outs i de of Yellowknife. We have a 
wildlife renewable resource expert, a person w i th a legal and cons titutional 
background, another p erson with ten years of field experience, managing 
government p rograms and one of the positions is secretarial. Of the non­
secretarial positions the number of years of service in the North total 39. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr. Patterson. 

MR. PATTERSON : That expert on renewable resources, what sort of experience 
has that person had? Is that a hunter or what are the qualifications of that 
person? 

THE CH AIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Mr. Commissioner . 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr . Chairman, the incumbent in that position is a 
graduate wildlife officer. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Tologanak) : Mr. Sibbeston. 
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MR. S I B B ESTON: Mr. Chairman, I was going to ask, partly in jest I guess , 
that we should also check the philosophical positions of these people that you 
have because it just seems to me that it is important to have people, you know, 
who are open, who have had experience and contact with native people and 
perhaps the 3 9  years of service in this government is actually a detriment to 
a person in that position. Have you checked their philosophical views as to 
whether they can see beyond this present set - up for instance? 

THE C H A I RMAN ( M r .  Tologanak ) :  M r .  Commiss i oner. 

COMM I SS I ON ER P ARKER: The k i nd of people in th i s  unit have had v e ry considerable 
experience in dealing with all northern peoples and I am fully confident and 
I am sure my colleagues on the E xecutive C ommittee are similarly confident 
i n  their very positive attitudes towards native peoples. 

TH E CHA I RMAN  ( Mr. Tologanak ) :  Mr. Sibbeston . 

Future Work Of The Land Claims Secretariat 

MR. S I B B ESTON:  Mr. Chairman, what are these people in the land claims 
secretariat presently doing and what might they be doing in the next few 
months until perhaps this fall when we do deal with land clai m matters and 
we do decide there is a certain amount of work to be done? 

COMMISS I ON ER P ARKER: Mr. Chairman, we have w i th i n the Executive Committee 
structure reduced our number of people available for research and constitutional 
work. With our new design perhaps we have reduced the number a bit lower 
than we should have . I believe that the people in this unit will be fully 
occupied with constitutional matters, with the kind of research that has been 
asked for today, working in close conjunction with Mr. Moore, and in reviews 
of the report of Mr. Drury. I n  addition to that there is a continuing 
res ponsibility for us to be knowledgeable in the areas of claims and rights 
negotiations. Clearly the role we play in that is different than when the 
unit was set up, but the Executive C ommittee must be knowledgeable in that 
field. 

THE C H A I RMA N ( Mr. Tologanak ) :  Mr. Sib beston. 

MR. SIB B ESTON: Mr. Chairman, if these people do not have too much to do, 
seriously I was going  to suggest and see whether it i s  possible to have one 
of these persons come to Simpson and work for me, work in the Simpson area 
on a number of projects . People in that area have stated an interest in 
setting up the Liard Valley authority, like a small regional government. 
Someone could b e  occupied for quite a num b er of months working on that. 
There are also some steps b eing taken recently in Simpson by the village 
council and the band council because there is recognition, because there 
is acknowledgement that the village council does not represent everybody in 
town and likewise the b and council only represents the Dene people. We were 
going to see if it was possible to come up with the answer , one body who will 
satisfy everybody in town, you know , j ust generally on information to the 
communities on all that is going on in the matter of constitutional and land 
claims matters, so do you think it is possible to have one of your land 
claims people come to Simpson and work there for t he  spring and the summer 
until you really need him here in Ye l lowknife? 

COMMISSIONER PAR KER : Mr . Chairman , the ex i stence of this very small pool of 
talent and ability means we are probably in a b etter position to respond to 
the hon. Mem b er ' s  requests and suggestions than if the unit did not ex i st .  
Whether the individual memb ers from that unit would b e  the appropriate 
ones to offer that kind of service that has been suggested , may or may not 
be the case - - they may or may not be  the right ones , but from so m e where 
with in the government res ources I am sure that work could be d one and by the 
existence of this unit other d uties covered also might b e  a t rad e-of f .  I am 
not too sure . 
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T HE  C H A I RMA N  (Mr . To l oganak) : Mr . Curl ey . 

Assignments O f  Land C l aims Secretariat 

M R . CU R LEY : Mr . Chairman, I wanted to as k the Co mmissioner since there are 
various native o rgani zations that have interests with respect to l and c l aims, 
coul d the Commissioner exp l ain exactl y how  these five individual s  are assigned 
responsibi l ity ? Wou l d y ou  be ab l e  to te l l  me whether y ou have one person 
assigned to I TC, one to the Dene Nation and one f or the Metis Association ? 
Are they assigned specific areas o f  concern as they carry out their w ork ? 

TH E CH A I RMAN (Mr . T o l oganak ) :  Mr . C ommissioner . 

CO MM I S S I O N E R  P A R KE R : Mr . Chairman, in the past that was the case but gi ven 
new directi ons fro m the Legis l ature and having had debate on the Executi ve 
C o mmittee ' s  paper on aboriginal rights, it is a l itt l e  more dif ficul t f or  
me to  say specifica l l y  how  these o f ficers are assigned . We have had f or instance, 
one o f ficer assigned as the person who is kno w l edgeab l e  as to the Nunavut 
c l aim and to observe the neg otiations in that area . Simi l ar l y an o f ficer 
has interested himse l f  and kept himse l f up to date on the I nuvia l uit c l aim . 

MR . C U R LEY : A supp l ementary, Mr . Chairman . The reason I have no  real support 
at this time for the l and cl aims secretariat is the fact that the Assemb l y  
the other day j ust deferred discussion on the I T C proposal and on that basis 
I am not  sure whether that type o f  secretariat is re al l y  req uired .  I t  coul d 
possib l y be acco mmodated through other existing staf f within the department . 
I am j ust not sure whether the kind o f  set-up  is real l y  abso l ute l y  vital when 
in fact there are other areas that are short o f  money and so on . Coul d the 
Commissioner maybe exp l ain whether in his mind this section is vita l l y  important 
to the administration ? 

THE C H A I RMAN (Mr . To l oganak) : Mr . P arker . 

Land C l aims Secretariat Section I s  Essentia l  

CO MM I S S I O NE R  P AR KE R : I be l ieve the section is vital t o  the Executive Committee 
supp ort structure even though their duties are in a state o f  change . 
Mr . Wah- Shee has been w orking in the area o f  estab l ishing bet ter re l ationships 
with the native associations and he may wish to say so mething to y ou in that 
regard, particu l ar l y with regard to the kind o f  back - up support that is 
req uired . But that is one area and, as I have noted, the Drury area is 
another one . The who l e  constitutional q uestion and specifical l y  the 
constitutional q uestion, as it af fects those matters that have been mo ved on 
today, demand a very high l e ve l o f  w ork, and immediate work, to be done . 

T HE  C H A I RMA N  (Mr . To l oganak ) :  Mr . Cur l ey .  

M R . C U R LE Y : One more p oint I have . A l though I recognize that the administration 
seems to fee l that l and c l aims secretariat is important, why then did the 
administration not put any re ference to the constitutional ro l e  in, because 
as far as I am concerned this secretariat seems to be on l y  interested in the 
l and cl aims side o f  the who l e  exercise with respect to native cl aims . So  
I w ou l d q uestion whether this group wou l d have to be the apprbpriate group 
having an o verview on constitutional devel opment . I n  fact, when the unity 
co mmittee was considered ear l y l ast fa l l there was an indication there was a 
l ack o f  funds there f or  even that group because there was no  staf f to carry 
out the constitutional fact finding mission in the N orthwest Terrritories . 
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I am not convinced this group , the land claims s ecretariat, s hould be the group 
to deal with cons titutional affairs. Surely they s hould be doing s ome work for 
the Executive Committee on the land claims s id e  of the program but  on the 
cons titutional side , I think that s hould be thoroughly debated by the Ass embly 
and  the fact that the As s embly jus t deferred the dis cus s ion paper on the ITC and 
was not willing to give s upport to it , I will not vote that this committee will 
have anything to d o  with the cons titutional side  of the is s ues in the Northwes t 
Territories . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr .  Tologanak) : Mr. Wah-Shee , would you care to res pon d to that? 

Direction Of The As s embly Is Neces s ary 

HON. J AMES WAH- SHEE : I would like to comment with regard to the land claims 
s ecretariat . I think d eferring the s es s ional paper on aboriginal rights and 
cons titutional d evelopment has more or les s delayed the mandate that we were 
hoping to get from this As s embly , and the paper , as I unders tand it will be 
reintrod uced at the next s itting of this As s embly . In the interim period , the 
general feeling is that once the s es s ional paper in the next As s embly is dealt 
with and a mand ate comes about at the next s es s ion , then you would require people 
and res ources to implement the mand ate that would be forthcoming. That is the 
reas on why I think that we require the res ources to be packed into this 
particular un i t. Once the s ess ional paper is dis cus s ed , you will have a group 
of people who have the res ources to im plement and carry out the direction of this 
As s embly . 

In the interim period I think that we certainly welcome the direction of this 
As s embly in areas where they feel this unit can be bes t s erved . Our feeling , 
at leas t the feeling of mys elf and my colleagues , is that the people within the 
land claims s ecretariat could probably concentrate on cons titutiona l development  
matters which may include  the Drury report which we d i d  not really have any 
chance to really look into in detail . So , I think that the res ources will be 
required at the next s es s ion , and I think that if the res ources were taken out 
at this time , then you know what it wi 1 1  do  is , you take the res ources out but 
then it goes back into the gen eral pot . It would be premature in any cas e to 
s ort of cons id er s uch a move at this time s ince the s es s ional paper was not really 
dealt with and it was deferred . 

The other reas on of cours e , an d I think  i t  has already been debated , the reasons 
why the motion regarding ITC was deferred , and I think it was f u lly debated , an d 
the reas on of cours e  is becaus e I thin k  that this Leg i s lative Ass embly really 
has no pos ition with regard to aboriginal rights , it really has no pos ition w i th 
regard to cons titutional development . Until s uch time it would be inappropriate 
for this As s embly to cons ider alternatives and that is the reas on  why it was 
deferred . That is es s entially the comment I would like to make , Mr . Chairman . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Tologanak) : Thank you , Mr . Wah- Shee . Ms . Courn oyea . 

!'l_otion To Review Performan ce And Staff Of _ I.__��- J:."._Qi_C_lj_ i ms Secreta r::_j__il t 

M S .  COURNOYEA : Mr . Chairman , the other day I tr i ed to pas s a moti on to s ave us  
s ome money but  I was n ot very s u cces s fu l .  I th ought that many of  the arg uments 
I put forth for the s u pport to s ave money were legit i mate but  I was to l d I was 
going the wrong way . I would like to place before this committee a s u g ges tion 
an d a motion concerning the land claims s ecretariat . The motion is that this 
committee recommend to the Execut i ve Committee : " That the lan d  cla i ms s ecretariat ' s 
performance and s taff be thoroughly reviewed , and that if required s te p s  be taken 
to eliminate u nneces s ary s taff to allow funds to be made avai l able for 
s pecifically identified technical s upport only when there i s  d i rect i on an d when 
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s omething is going on that requires work to be done in s pecific areas 
I would eliminate a cou ple of words in the motion I pass ed around , to drop 
out " aboriginal rights and " .  I have taken that out and it now read s " . . .  requires 
work to be d o ne in s pecific areas of cons itutional/ political development in  
the Northwes t Terri tori es . "  

T HE C HAIRMAN ( Mr .  Tologanak): Ms .  Cournoyea. 

MS. COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman , I believe that eve�yone knows my pos ition in term s 
of s pending money needles s ly .  I s uppose  the bureaucracy in its elf can a l way s 
j us tify to the gen eral public and to people like mys elf why they s hould s tay and 
continue to be paid. I can take many hours  of talking about the concern of the 
people who are employed in this particular area but I will not do that , becaus e 
if  this motion is  pas se d  I will take the res ponsibility of supplying to this 
As s embly many s pecific areas , if they wis h  to hear about it, when this group of 
peopl e have s lowed down the progress of the claims put forward by the 
Inuvialuit of the Wes tern Arctic. One ques tion was asked about the mental 
outlook of these people in term s of their j ob ,  were they open or were they 
pro tecting this A s s embly' s pos ition and the bureaucracy of  the Northwes t 
Territories.  I can bring you details which would support that notion. 

This particular s ecretariat brought forth to the national body negotiating land 
claims the idea that tourists  and s ports fis hing held a priority over s ubsis tent 
use  of fish. I t  took the organization known as COPE ,  Committee for Original 
Peoples Entitlement , two weeks to bring for th the arguments to s upport that 
s ubsis tence fishing comes fir s t priority in terms of the u s e  of this res ource. 
I believe there i s  no one in this A s s embly who would ever have s upported the 
notion that touris ts  and s ports fis hing come before s ubs is tence and that i s  
j us t one example. 

Need For People Experienced In Land Claims 

I believe that this area of concern is  very important to this Legis la tive 
Ass embly and when we have a department  that is giving and taking advice , and 
analysing  p o s i tions , they must be the kind  of people who have the exper i ence 
and the opennes s  to deal with the is s ues that are placed before them . A t  this 
time, we do not have a pos ition in this Leg i s lative A ssembly and the general 
s upport is that  the  i s s ue is between the native peop l e and the  federal government 
in terms o f  land c l aims . There is no po licy and there is  no direction for thes e 
people to follow. This motion I am pla cing before you is not to vote out the 
fund s  of this particular department or decreas e  the amou nt , the motion can s ay 
that the funds  s tay there. I do not really care who handles this particular 
department ,  but whoever it is  m u s t  have the bes t  advice and mus t  be able to 
s ecure their technica l people according to the is s ues  that are bef ore them, and 
right not I can clearly tell you that the people in this department are not 
capable of providing advice on the is s ue of cons titutional/ political development. 

Now , I do not feel mys elf that any pers on should hold a pos ition when he is  
protecting a par ticular area that he feels mus t be forwarded. The people in this 
committee are only res ource people to work with whomever is in charge of that 
department and a great deal of trust  is  put on those  particular people to provide 
an object i ve analysis  of pos itions and is s ues put before them. The demons tration 
of their ability to do s o  -- our meeting with the Executive C ommittee some time 
ago showed many areas where the pos ition of e v e n  the Executive Committee was not 
put forth. Perhaps we can have a lot of confidence in Mr. Moore and I am  sure 
he can read the Drury report him s elf and create his own review without s pending 
$254,000 to do s o .  

- --Applaus e  
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I do not want anyone to feel that the people who were involved with the land 
claims secretariat in the past , accord ing to my motion , are totally no good , 
they are just not good for this d epartment, that is all . Thank you. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Mr . Patterson . 

Native Organizations Have Lost Confidence 

MR . PAT TERSON : Mr. Chairman, I concur with the ientiments of Ms. Cournoyea and 
I would like to say at the outset that it i s  very d iff i cult when you are 
talking about personalities to avoid giving offence by suggesting that the 
personalities are wrong . Somehow , I am going to try and avoid giving offence 
but suggesting, quite bluntly that there is a serious cred i b i lity problem 
with the present staff of the land claims secretar i at. The problem is not a 
credibility problem with me personally , in that I recognize the serv i ce and 
experience of most of the staff members but I feel i mpelled on behalf of 
my const i tuents, many of whom are members of I TC ,  to advance the view of that 
organization which is, and it has been stated publ i cly , that they do not have 
confidence in many of the personalities i n  that secretariat. 

Now maybe I TC and COPE have been unfair to those ind iv i duals . Maybe in the 
area of the land claims negot i at i ons they expected too much but the fact is 
that there is a lack of confidence in those personal i ties and the reasons that 
have been g i ven are , first of all that it seemed to the I nuit Tap irisat of 
Canad a  that public servants or those public servants had an inev i table tendency 
to protect their own pos i tions and the status quo of the government . The 
organizations have said that they do  not wish to negot iate and meet w ith c iv il 
servants and these civ i l servants i n  particular have lost the i r confid ence. 
I TC also believes , I think , that such persons may have no real b usiness or 
expert i se in the area of aboriginal rights and I th ink the area of wildl ife 
may well be as good an example of an area where the views of the native 
organizations might stray far from any of the v iews expressed by c ivil serva nts 
who m i ght work in the Department of Renewable Resources . 

I guess I am saying , Mr . Chairman , that w ith a ll respect to the people in that 
secretariat and perhaps because they were not held bac k i n  the past,  t here is 
a lack of confid ence. There is a cris is of cred ib il ity and I do not want  to 
eliminate jobs. I trust that th is government , as it has done i n  the p a st, can 
find other places for such long- t ime c iv il servants , but I th i nk that j ust as 
the w i thdrawal of the prev i ous Assembly ' s  pos i t i on on land cla ims a nd 
constitutional development was an act of good f a ith on our par t  and an attem p t  
to d estroy some of the ba d blood that existed be tween t h is Ass embly a nd the 
nat i ve organizat ions , so this Assembly must l isten to the  nat i ve orga n iza t ions 
when they say there i s  a lack  of conf idence in per s ona l i t ies . I a m  be ing 
very cand id when I say that.  Tha t is the concern of the I TC ,  I th i n k , a nd I 
have heard it stated publ i cly . 

Abor i�l R ights S hould _Be Lef t  T t2_ _I h � _flj_� t ive __ O_r9. il_ � � � -� -! i l2..'� � 

I would say also that I agree wi th  Ms . Cou rnoyea t h a t  there a re indeed many 
proj ects which that  secretar ia t  could wor k on . I mys e l f  have j otted down s ome 
id eas tha t I th i n k  a re a p propr i ate a rea s for their  in volvement includ i ng , for 
example , a cost benef it a nalys is of the Nunavut p roposal and a ny other op t ions 
th a t  m a y  ex ist. The cons t i tut i on a l  im pl i ca t ions of  N u n a vu t .  Persona l l y I 
think tha t until we d is cus s the ses s ional p a per  t h a t a bor ig in a l r i g h ts s hould 
be left to the na t ive orga n iza t i ons a n d  I do  no t  th in k it i s  t h e i r des ire to 
mee t wi th  c i v il servants , e ither i n  the context of negot ia t i ons or  ot her  
m e e t i ngs , to d iscus s a bor ig i na l  r i g h t s . T h e y h a ve conf i d ence i n  e l ected  
rep resenta t ives o f  the people of the  Nor t h we s t  Ter r i  tor i es  b u t  t h ey do  no t  h a ve 
conf id ence in c iv i l  s erva nts . W het her  t h a t l a c k  o f  co n f i dence i s  f a i r  or not, 
i t  i s  a rea l i ty a n d  I f e e l  s a fe in s a yin g t h a t  t h a t i s  t he p res en t p roblem t h a t 
th is Ass e1 1 1 b l y  1 1 1u s t d e a l w i t h .  
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So I have tried to be candid with my reasons for supporting this motion but I 
would like again to stress that  it  is not that the previous staf f  have 
necessarily done anything wrong, but the fact is that whatever they do they 
do not have the credibility of the native organizations. I t  means that we have 
to make a fresh start and this motion would appear to give us an opportunity 
to do so. For that  reason I will support it  and either af ter the motion or 
some time later I would like this Assembly to give that secretariat,  perhaps 
reduced in resources until the land claims sessional paper is discussed, I 
would like an opportunity to give that secretariat specific direc tion but I 
would again stress that  a real problem, I think, ,is the need for new blood. 
Thank you , Mr. Chairman . 

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Tologanak): Thank you, Mr. Pat terson , Mr. Curley. 

Constitutional Development Will Be A Long- t erm Development 

MR. CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Talking about new blood, I think I have 
got a nose bleed . I do have . Mr. Chairman, my concern with the motion is that 
I am not too sure exactly how we are going to give that proper direction to 
review and take steps to eliminate unnecessary staff.  I think maybe the Member 
should explain a lit tle more exactly how we could probably eliminate 
unnecessary staf f so that funds are saved. My concern is the fact  that  I 
think the political development is taking place in the Northwest Territories in 
spite of the deferral of these proposals, that  the question of the political 
and constitutional development is happening in the Northwest Territories and 
the fact that the aboriginal rights are being negotiated between these r J tive 
groups and the federal government presently. I t  brings up the whole aboriginal 
rights issue and political development.  I think it  is a number one problem 
that we have. We cannot agree to find an appropriate  group to deal with this 
subject so I am not convinced at  all that the land claims secretariat should 
be the group that  should be dealing with the constitu tional af fairs of  the 
Northwest Territories. Although there are polit ical aspirations of the native 
organizations, it i s  a much broader issue than just aboriginal rights. There 
are many people and this Assembly itself - - which in my view is not only an 
aboriginal claim of the native people - - which has an interest in the 
constitutional development and it has a continuing interest to be given more 
power and whatno t  from the federal authorities. But the way we are associating 
the political and constitutional development through the claims secretariat 
I think is not very good and as a result I think we are confusing a very 
important area. I think constitutional development will be a long- term 
development,  but to associate it with the aboriginal rights question only, 
think is a problem that  we really cannot get out of and unless we continue to 
take steps to properly address the two issues dif ferently. 
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There I s  No Short-term Solution 

My further con c ern  is the fac t  that the Min ister responsible for Local Governme n t  
was assign ed  the res ponsibility, these heavy responsibilities. The Loc al 
Gove rnm e n t  de partme n t  is a very big de partme n t  itself . You know, the budget 
the oth er day approved for that, sign ified the fact that it is a very importan t 
de partme n t  and  the daily affairs that he must c arry out r e q uire him to be a 
full time Min ister for that de partme nt a nd  n ow to take on  the other r espon sibility 
of aborigin al rights and constitution al developme n t, I just can not se e where this 
Assembly is at all takin g the issue se riously . I f  they did take it seriously, 
I thin k  the Assembly should consider appointing other Min isters to deal with 
these two main areas, aborigin al rights a nd  lon g - term constitutional developm e n t. 
I do n ot believe we  are lookin g  at a short-term solution whe n we say that the 
con stitution al developm e nt is a vital part of lan d  claims. I hop e  that we are 
not lookin g  just at the short-term vie w  whe n  the day would arrive that the 
n ative association s, n ative groups are fin ally going  to settle the aborigin al 
rights with the f ederal governme n t. So, I thin k  in  my min d  that that has to be 
addressed a little more broadly than just a short- term patch-up solution to the 
diffic ulty with the claims se c retariat . Maybe the Commission e r or whatnot, the 
Min ister respon sible for that could possibly e nlighte n  us as to how they view  
the lon g-term strategy as opposed to a short-term solution . Thank you . 

THE C HA I RMAN ( Mr .  Patte rson) : Thank  you, Mr . Curley. Hon.  Mr . Mac Quarrie .  

HON. ROBERT H .  Mac QUARR I E :  Mr . Chairman,  the motion calls for a re view of  the 
lan d  claims se cretariat staff, the performan c e  of the staff and I thin k that I 
can  support that motion .  I appre c iate the n e ed of those who advan c ed the motion 
to also advan c e  argume nts in  order to demon strate why they  f elt the motion was 
n e c e ssary an d in advan cin g those argume n ts there is some measure of condemnation . 
I would simply wan t to say that if I supported a review it would be very cle arly 
o n  the basis that those remarks must not stan d as a judg me n t  o n  the people i n  
that se cretariat . The purpose of the rev i ew  is to e valuate the performan c e  an d 
I would . hope that the re is not a determination ahead of time as to what the level 
of that performan c e  was. 

The Con c ept Of Democracy 

As a lon g-term public servan t, I think  it is importan t  for me to say somethin g 
about what has oc curre d  here . The whole con c e pt of democracy is that ele cted 
people will set policies and ele cted peop l e  must return again a nd  agai n for a 
man date to govern . What i t  means i s  that from time to time there are differe n t  
ele cted peo ple sett i n g  polic i es .  P ublic servants a r e  in  the very d i ff i cult 
position where they have at on e time to try an d devise and admin ister pol i cies 
or give advic e on  policies and admin ister them o n c e they  are determin ed for on e 
particular group of le gislators . The n a f e w  ye ars later they are cauaht in the 
very difficult bin d  whe r e  they are bein g to l d  to advan c e  poli cies wh i ch are 
opposite to the on es  they had i n  the pre vious, or for the previous Assembly . 

Now, it is importan t  for people who are eval uatin g  that kin d of p e rforman c e  to 
understand that these are professional publ ic se rvan ts who are si n c erely 
dedicated to that con c e pt of democracy , and who sin c e rely an d to the best of 
their ability try an d do what the gove r n me n t  of the day asks them to do , much 
the way I would say that a p rof e s s i onal hockey p l ayer  can play his heart out 
for Boston ton ight and be traded  tomorrow to To ronto and  p lay his h eart ou t for 
Toron to tomorrow n ight, be cause he is a prof ession a l hockey play e r  and t ries 
to do his very best in  that are a .  
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Now, I hope that if there is a review of staff, that is kept in mind . The 
last Assembly had a particular position on constitutional development and 
land claims and these public servants in the land claims secretariat were 
trying to serve that Assembly as they were hi red and requested to do. I 
honestly do not know whether they did that effectively or not but just on a 
personal note I know at least one of the members in that land claim secretariat 
and I believe that person to be extremely intelligent and competent and 
sincerely dedicated to fulfilling and carrying out directions that are given 
to him by the elected Government of the Northwest Territories. 

Fair Treatment Of The Staff 

I would only hope then that in this evaluation, because these people were 
associated with a point of view that was asserted by another government, and 
since repudiate d  by  us, that they will not find themselves in the very 
unfortunate p osition of having been used and then tarnished, at least tarnished 
in the eyes of certain people and then discarded. Now, that certainly is 
not fair if that is what is going to occur. 

On the other hand, I completely accept the fact that a review can l ook into 
whether or not in fact, they did do what they were asked to do or whether 
they went beyond that, and it is possible that the people in the area really 
should not be there because of personal characteristics. As I say, I only 
know one and I am sure that that is not the case with that person and the 
others th at I do not know. However, at any rate, I sincerely hope that 
consideration is given to the fact that these are people who are trying to 
do a suitable job. If they have been tarnished in the eyes of native groups 
in the Northwest Territories, whether j ustly or unjustly, then I would have 
to agree that that may be a reason why they should not carry on in this 
particular secretariat. It would be unfortunate if it were unjust, but at 
any rate I would have to confess that they should not carry on in the secretaria t, 
but they should still be respected, if this proves to be the case, as decent, 
honest and hard working public servants and find commensurate jobs in other 
areas . Thank you. 

T H E  CHA I RMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Thank  you, Mr. MacQuarrie. Mr . Tologanak. 

Unnecessary Funds Being Spent 

MR. TOLOGANAK : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have no problem with the motion, 
being a past land claims co-ordinator and being involved in negotiations 
previously with the federal government and having the territorial sit beside 
us, not beside us but beside the federal government. Some of you may remember 
the federal negotiator who was involved with the Inuit negotiations, and 
how those were handled. Most of the negotiations were done by the federal 
government official and while he was sometimes okay, most of the time he was 
not. However, the involvement of the land claims secretariat of the Northwest 
Territories certainly did not contribute as much as it could during the 
negotiations. When they were asked questions that was it and as for comments 
and that. they were limited. However, the federal negotiator has now been 
replaced, and I note that the last minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, 
in the process of negotiations with the Yukon Indians had an elected official 
negotiating on his behalf in the Yukon. 

All too often the civil servant negotiators have to report back to their 
superiors and all too often that takes time and money. It takes time to travel 
to certain areas and then back again , I support the recommendation that this whole 
secretariat be reviewed and I also support the motion wholeheartedly in saving 
funds where funds are unnecessarily being spent . Also, Mr. Chairman, that 
is my support for the motion but with the unanimous consent of the Members 
I would like to say a few words because I will be leaving and will not be 
back for the duration of this session. 
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SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Is it agreed? I guess you wish to speak on 
something other than a motion? Is that it? Is it agreed? 

MRS. SORENSEN: Do you mean we would take a vote on this, o r  set it aside? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Mr. Tologanak, I think wants to address a few 
words to something other than the motion and wishes consent to do so. Is it 
agreed? 

- - - Agreed 

Mr. Tologanak's Closing Remarks 

MR. TOLOGANAK: Thank you. I will be leaving for the Central Arctic to attend 
the Central Arctic area conference and I must say this has been a very rewarding 
experience, especially being a chairman of committee and Mr . Patterson, I wish 
you luck next week. 

- - -Laughter 

I had hoped we could get down the list of the dep artments, and I am qlad I had 
a chance at least to speak a couple of times on the various departments and 
especially today. If we do have a spring session I hope to see you all if I am 
not out on the land and I hope that I will be able to travel with some of the 
Ministers some time in the Central Arctic. I look forward to the education of 
that especially . I would also like to thank the interpreters for doing such a 
tremendous job and having the patience with some people who speak too fast and 
also the staff upstairs and also at the table. So, in closing I would like to 
thank the Members for such a rewarding experience in getting to know one another 
and I hope to see you all again . Thank you very much. 

- - -Applause 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Patterson): Thank you, Mr. Tologanak. Mr. McLaughlin. 

MR. McL A U G H L I N: I think Mr. MacQuarrie said what I basically wanted to say but 
I will summarize it for you and some of you might have gotten lost. I just felt 
concerned that the people were basically following a mandate or direction taken 
by the former Assembly and should be given all the opportunity unless there is an 
extreme case of having to take direction from this Assembly. I just assume that 
in its normal executive performance the Executive Committee would make sure there 
was no unnecessary staff in any of the departments , especially in the Executive 
offices where they would see it every day. So, I can support this motion 
but only on the assumption that you are not goi-ng to clean house for the sake 
of cleaning house. The motion says it will be reviewed, and the role of the 
civil servant as being a person who is supposed to perform his duties on the 
direction of the elected people, that you take careful consideration that 
that was in fact the case. Thank you . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Mr . Sib beston, I believe you spoke. Mr. Butters. 

Responsi bility For The Secretariat 

HON: TOM BUTTERS: S peaking to the motion, Mr. Chairman, I can certainly suoport 
it, the recommendations to the Executive Committee to review and I think this 
can be done very efficiently and fairly . I would just like to, though, affirm 
and confi rm and reinforce what the hon. Member for Yellowknife Centre said. 
These people who make up this group are civil servants . They take direction and 
they do what they are told by some other individual. For the period of time from 
J une 21 to November 3 0 ,  I take full responsibil ity for the actions of all members 
of that committee . 
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HON. TOM B UTTERS: I was the Minister responsible for that and will answer 
to anyone anywhere with reg ard to the decisions of the land claims secretariat 
during t h at time. I think as the h on. mover of the motion has sug gested there 
are many things which could be discussed and might be discussed, but I think 
i n  effect it could be a waste of our time because  I feel there is a new 
departure, a new direction and a new optimism in the Northwest Territories 
today and for the months ahead. I feel that the paper that Mr. Wah-Shee put 
forward and developed will be d i scussed at some ) ength in this chamber at 
the next session. I believe that land cla i ms matters and constitutional 
matters will be d i scussed here and I think this i s  the forum in which such 
matters should be discussed. To sug gest that land claims are only of interest 
to native people is shortsighted and i ncorrect. Land claims, the final 
resolution of land claims, is going to have the greatest impact the  North has 
ever seen on whites and nat i ves ali ke, the  res idents of this Territories will 
be interested in what occurs as a result of this res oluti on. So, as I say for 
the period of time that I mentioned nothing should fall on the shoulders of 
any of t h ese people but i t  s hould be directed to myself . T h ank you. 

THE C H AIRMA N (Mr. P atterson ) :  Thank you. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Go on, Mr. Mccallum, you too. 

THE C H AIRMAN  (Mr. Patterson ) :  Mr. Mccallum, are you reach i ng for the 
microp h one? 

Direction From The Last Legislative Assembly 

H ON. ARN OLD McC ALLUM: You have got i t, dad . I am not going to make much of 
a speech but I would simply indicate as well , that for the  time I was responsible 
on behalf of the Executive and Legislative Assembly of the last House that I 
had never s aid mea culpa, mea culpa to anyone i n  terms of putting forth thei r 
particular pos i tion . I would expect to accept any kind of respons i bility to be 
questioned by  anybody, as I have in the past in terms of what direction that 
particular group had. I have no hesitancy in indicating that to this House 
or to anybody else. In the past they d i d have direction. I had direction and 
I assumed that direction, or took that direction from the last House and from 
the last Executive Committee and hopefully I transmitted what was being sai d 
then to the secretariat. Members may have their own opinions of what went on 
in the past and I th i nk that we should learn from the past. Others obviously 
had different opinions , but I think that now we are attempting to get new 
d i rection. We are contemplating that kind of direction so that the secretariat, 
if it should stay in whatever form, will be given new direction and to go over 
again what has been so well said b y  other Members simply prolongs it . 

I see nothing wrong at all with accepting the motion in any way, but do not 
be under the misapprehension that I am a chicken to stand up and say that I 
did not have anything to do with it. I will tell you in case anybody does not 
know that I did, but I took direction from the last Assembly. That is what I 
was placed in the position for. I had my beliefs, as others have theirs. I 
had indicated from where I sit now and where I will sit in this House for the 
r est of it, as to the role the government should be taking in this total 
q uestion , but the status quo, to maintain what was going on was at the direction 
of the last H ouse. We have i ndicated differently now. It obviously had some 
question of cred i bility with certain people in the Territories, but it did 
have credibility with others and as far as I am concerned we should call the 
question . I am for taking a total review of it, if it is done in the spirit 
that I th ink has been indicated here. But I make no apologies for what went 
on in the past. I was i n  a position of putting forth w h at was being indicated 



- 1262 -

by t h e  House as sure l y  as t he individual who wil l be responsibl e t h is time 
wil l h ave to put fort h t h e  views of t h is particular House. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Hear , hear ! 

Motion To Review Performance And Staff Of Land C l aims Secretariat , Carried 

THE C HAI RMAN ( Mr. Pat terson ) :  Are you ready for t h e question? I will read 
t he motion again: T h at it  be recommended to t he Execut i ve Commit tee t h at t h e  
l and cl aims secretariat's performance and staff be t h oroughly reviewed and 
t h at , if required , steps be taken to eliminate unnecessary staff to allow 
funds to be made avai l ab l e  for specifical l y  identified tech nical support only 
w h en t here is direction and when some t h ing  is going on t h at requires work 
t o  be done in specific areas of constitutional/ political devel opment in 
t he Nort h west Terri tories. Al l in favour of t h e  motion? Opposed? T h e  motion 
is carried. 

- - - Carried 

0 And M ,  Land Claims Secretari at , Agreed 

Any furt h er discussion on operations and maintenance , land claims secretariat? 
Agreed? 

- - - Agreed 

All righ t. The  amount of $254 ,000 i s  agreed. There being no capital , we 
wil l move to  regional operations. 

O And M ,  Re gional Operations 

The  total  amount of operations and maintenance funds in t his vote  are 
$2 , 186 , 000. Details of grants and contributions are found on page 2.09. 
Mr . Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, t hank you , Mr. C ha i rman. Maybe t h e  C omm i ss i oner can answer 
t h i s  question. In terms of regional operations my understanding i s  t hat 
Mr. Moore is t h e  co- ord i nator for regi onal operat i ons. I wonder maybe cou l d  
you te l l me exact l y  w ho is t he officer directly res ponsible for regional 
operations and what  k i nd of staff has t h i s  reg i onal operat i ons d i rector? 

C OMMISSIONER PARKER : Mr . Chairman , Mr . Rod Morr i son. He is the d i rector of 
regional operations. H i s  role i s  very much t h at  of a co-ord i nator. He h as 
t he respons i b i l i ty of working w i t h  t h e  reg i onal d i rectors and w i t h  t h e  
h eadquarters directors , h eadquarters Deputy M i nis ters, i n  order t o  co- ordinate 
t h e  activi t i es in t h e reg i ons and between regions. In addi t i on to  t h at he 
serves as a lia i son and a source of i nformat i on to Mi n i sters. He is supported 
by a secretary and h as under h i s direction t he cap i tal plann i ng group . We 
t h ink it is very important  t hat t h i s  cap i tal pl ann i ng group have a reg i onal 
connect i on. The  capital planning group I th i n k cons i sts of t h ree people . 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Pat terson) : Mr . Curley. 

MR. C URLEY: Supplemen tary to my quest i on ,  I bel i eve no  doub t that the pos i t ion 
is very import ant to  guide t h e  Executive Commit tee w i th i nformation w i th regard 
to t h e  regional operat i ons . Somewh at re l ated to that I have a concern , 
Mr. Commissioner, and maybe you can answer th i s  one . As Memb ers of the far 
eastern area t h ere are many of us who have very l i t tle access to the headquarters 
in Yel lowknife. It  so often i s  very d iff icult to get hold of a M i n i ster and 
if he  is absent we are l eft w i t h out hav i ng any other person to dea l w i t h us, 
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or to inform us or even to pas s information about a matter that we are 
concerned with. Could this  pos ition be expanded to be able to liais on 
di rectly with the Members of this As s embly who are n ot directly involved 
with the Executive Committee? Would you s ee any problems related to that? 
If s o, would you be prepared to accept a recommendation from the Hous e that 
the Members of the Legis lature be provided with a liais on officer s imilar to 
this pos ition that Rod Morrison has?  

Directo r Of Regional Operations Available To  The As s embly 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr . Chairman, I believe Mr. Morrison can s erve the 
function that has been outlined in what I might des cribe as  functional areas 
or non- political areas .  He is available and readily available to Members 
who wis h  to contact him either for information or in order to s eek s ome 
action. He would not neces s arily take the action hims elf, but he would be a 
very good per s on to co-ordinate a res pons e .  His  phone number is 873 - 7900. 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Patters on) : Did you get that number, Mr . Curley? 

MR. CURLEY:  Yes,  I did . Would there be any kind of difficulty with him 
in matters that might be confidential to the Executive Committee Members , 
information or material that could not be  releas ed which was purs ued b y  u s?  
Do  you s ee any pos s ibility of conflict with the oath of s ecrecy s ome members 
of the civil s ervice have or, if not, then I would think that kind of an 
arrangement would be very favourable to us . I believe if that were pos s ible 
I think the Commis s ioner should write a letter to us or the Minis ter res pons ible 
for regional operations stating the fact that this person will be available to 
us for any information req uired or to act as a liais on with various departments.  
If  that could happen we  would be  very grateful. Thank you. 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Patters on): Mr . Commis s ioner . 

COMMISSIONER PAR KER: Mr . Chairman, I thi nk that could be done. I would want 
to s peak with other Executive Committee Membe r s ,  but it s eems like a 
reas onable approach and unles s I hear views to the contrary I would propos e  
to do that . 

O And M, Regional Operations,  Agreed 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Patters on): 
O and M budget i s  $ 2, 186, 000 . 

- - - Agreed 

Ye s ,  Mr . Curley. 

Any other comments on regional operations ?  The 
Agreed? 

MR. CURLEY:  Mr. Chairman, with res pect to the regional operations I have 
a concern that was expres s ed to me a number of times by people in the region, 
particularly within the regional offices .  Maybe the Commis s ioner can undertake 
to take a look at the s ituation. It involves the employment of the s taff of 
the regional offices .  I t  s eems to have become a common occurrence in the 
region whenever a pos ition is avai lable i n  a civil service job that either one 
of thes e  policies ,  t he  regional officers or the regional director ' s  office or 
the staff in that office normally immediately again hire the spous e, either of 
the s pouses,  that is  unemployed aAd therefore that has become a problem in the 
communities . Job opportunities are being taken up by the s pouses  of thes e 
people workin g  in the regional offices .  It has been reported to me many times 
now at Rankin Inlet that there s hould be s ome guidelines to try and ens ure 
that local people have the prior i ties in the cas ual job opportunities rather 
than hiring your next bes t  friend ' s  wife or s omething for s ecretarial or 
admi nis trative clerk type of jobs . .I wonder if you are aware of this problem 
and if this is a problem maybe you could attempt to do s omething about it. 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson) : Mr . Commissioner. 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Chairman , I realize that this is a problem from time 
to time and now that the hon. Member has drawn it again to my attention I will 
take some action or give some advice. 

Capital , Regional Operations , Agreed 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Patterson) : We have approved i he operations and maintenance 
budget for this area. The capital e xpenses are $ 1 , 4 98 , 000 and the detail is 
found on page 2 . 1 0. Is this amount agreed? Did you have your hand up , Mr. 
Curley? 

MR. CURLEY: I have one question with respect to buildings and office 
complexes in the Keewatin region. There has been  some interest of the local 
private businessmen ,  and in fact there are offices being constructed ,  but 
my understanding is that there are no te nants for this proposed building that 
is pretty well completed now. I am wondering why , whether or not the regional 
directors or their staff will not be able to move into that and save some 
money in terms of other complexes. You are probably not building a complex , 
or if you did not I think you could possibly rent space from the new office 
complex that is being built by a private company in Rankin Inlet . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): Mr. Commissioner .  

COMM I SSIONER PARKER: Mr. Chairman , we have no plans for building government 
buildings in Rankin Inlet at the present time. I do believe we are entering 
into rental agreements with local contractors. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): The amount for capital is $1 , 4 98 , 000 . 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Patterson): That amount is agreed? 

---Agreed 

0 And M ,  Audit Bureau , Agreed 

Next we move to the audit bureau , operations and maintenance budget is $ 6 1 9 , 000. 
Agreed? 

---Agreed 

Total O And M ,  Agreed 

That covers the department as a whole , there being no capital expenditures. 
The Housing Corporation has already been covered . So , we go back to 2. 0 1  and 
approve the total Executive budget . The operations and maintenance is 
$ 2 5 , 2 5 3 , 000 . Agreed? 

- - - Agreed 

Total Capital , Agreed 

The capital expenditures are $7 , 4 6 9 , 000. Agreed? 

-- - Agreed 

That completes the Executive. 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Progress . 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pat terson): I hear calls for progress. Is it  agreed? 

--- Agreed 

The commit tee will rise and I will repo r t  progress. 

MR. SPEAKER: The House will come to order. Mr . Pat terson. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF B ILL l-80(1 ): APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE, 1980-81 

MR. PATTERSON: Mr . Speaker, the committee of the whole has been considering 
Bill l-80(7 ), and wishes to repor t progress . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Announcements , M r. Clerk. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE: Yes, Mr.  Speaker, the proposed t rip to For t  Smith this 
weekend has been cancelled because of the limited number of Members who are 
available to go . For Members ' convenience, if I may, perhaps a rundown on 
the commit tee meetings scheduled for nex t week  would be useful. 

For Monday, March 10th, a caucus meeting at 9: 30 a. m. in Katimavik A. S�anding 
commit tee on finance, 11: 45 a. m. , room 303. For Tuesday, March 11th, standing 
committee on legislation, 9: 00 a. m. , Katimavik A ;  Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association, 10: 30 a. m. , Katimavik A, and that  is open to all Members of the 
Assembly and lunch will be provided. Wednesday, March 12th, I have been asked 
to book a tentative caucus meeting 9: 30 a. m. , Katimavik A. Thursday, March 13th, 
rules and procedures commit tee, 9: 30 a. m. , Katimavik A. 

MR. SPEAKER: I will mention that  Monday at caucus we may propose other 
ex tended hours for the session nex t  week depending on where we are. Orders of 
the day, Mr.  Clerk. 

ITEM NO. l l: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE: Orders of the day, March 7 0, 1980, l : 00 o ' clock p. m. , at  
the Explorer Hotel. 

l. Prayer 

2. Oral Questions 

3. Questions and Retu rns 

4. Petitions 

5. Tabling of Documen ts 

6. Reports of Standing and Special Commit tees 

7. Notices of  Motion 

8. Motions: Motion 30-80(1 ) 

9 .  Consideration in Commit tee of the Whole 
Legislative Assembly and Other Mat ters: 
the Depar tments of Personnel , Financial 
Services and Information 

10. Orders of the Day 

of Bills, Recommendations to the 
Bill l-80(1 ) ;  the estimates of 

Secretariat,  Finance, Government 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you. This House stands adjourned until 1: 00 o'clock p. m. , 
March 1 0, 1 980, at  the Explorer Hotel. 

- - -ADJOURNMENT 
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