
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

6th COUNCIL, 38th SESSION

TABLED DOCUMENT NO. 13-38

TABLED ON JANUARY 20, 1969



4 TD.ÜLÇD liie w M W t
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January IG, 19GO.

Mr. J). H. Searlc, Member, 
Mackenzie Mort h Hiding,
Council of the Northwest Territories, 
YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T.

Dear David:

Thank you for allowing; mo to road Mr. Humphreys’ letter 
of January 9, 19G9. J Juive the following comments to make.

In paragraph 2. Mr. Humphreys states that oil fired boiler 
capacity "can be readily substituted" (for electric boiler capacity). It is net 
really that simple and the cost is. estimated at $89,000.

In paragraph 8, he refers to your statement that "Giant will 
bo looking to a major capital expense to provide auxiliary power on its own". 
There is confusion here. Wo plan to replace (be 1500 K. Yv. electric boiler with 
a 20,000 lb ./h r . oil fired package boiler. We do not plan to generate any 
electricity.

Also in paragraph 0, Mr. Humphreys states that N.C. P.C . 
lias never been requested by Giant to supply primary power for heating purposes. 
This is correct. It would ho much too expensive.

In paragraph 5, lie mentions the release of primary, pov/er when 
Discovery' shuts down and slates that this "will .more than meet the anticipated 
increase in primary demand by 1909/70. I cannot argue this point too much 
although ] think il will ho tight during the peak periods in the morning and evening.
I base this reasoning on power consumption data for the Tov/n as provided by 
Mr. Bright, formerly Works Superivitcr.clant for the Town. However, I feel very' 
strongly that in the winters subséquent to 1909/70, it v/Ш be necessary to utilize 
the 5.150 K.W. diesel plant more and more to handle the system peaks.

It would appear that N.C. P. C. will solve.the power supply 
problem for the next year or so, prim arily by utilising the entire generating 
capacity for primary power. Tliis of course will increase fho heating costs few 
our operation but as I mentioned we can’t complain too much ns we have enjoyed a 
supply of secondary power for many' years.

r ( Con finned.)
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However, I still fuel that я power shortage could easily 
develop in the not too distant future and in view of this I would guggost that a 
study of the situation he undertaken jointly by N.C.P.C., the Territorial 
Government and the Town of Yellowknife or perhaps by a firm of Consulting 
Electrical Engineers.

Yours very truly,

GIANT YELLOWKNIFE MINES LIMITED

/ 4 f . A. Case, 
Mine Manager.

WAGbus

c .c . M r. E. W. Humphreys
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January 9, 1969

David H. Sourie, Member,
Mackonzic North Riding,
Council of tho Northwest Territories,
Y e llo w k n ife , N .l/ .T .

Dear Sir :
Ro: Yellowknife Pouor Requirements
I acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 19, 1968 on the subject.
Some of your comments come as a surprise and Ï have the following observation 
thereto.
During peak winter periods, secondary power is sometimes cut back at tho Mines. 
This is the concept of secondary power, in that it is sold at a significantly 
lower rate on a "when available only" basis. Secondary energy in used at the 
Yellowknife Mines for heating purposes. The Minos havo not boon requested to 
curtail their use of primary or firm power i.o. all powor except that nsccl for 
electric boilers (for which oil fired boiler capacity can be readily substituted. < 
and it is not anticipated that there will he any curtailment of such power in 
the current or future peak load periods.
Your notation of Mr. Case’s that Giant "will bo looking to a major capital 
expense to provide auxiliary power of its c.m11 must refer to power consumed, in 
electric boilers, or what is referred to as secondary power. On no occasion has 
Giant been requested by H.G.P G. to cut back, on primary powor, nor is any such 
request contemplated. Similarly on no occasion has Mr. Case requested N.C.P.C. 
to supply primary power for heating purposes.
Power surveys are reviewed annually on a regular basis and more often wnon 
conditions' requiro. At Yellowknife our immediate plans call for tho installation 
next summer of a 51 >0 K'.l diesel plant on the outskirts of the city. An order 
has already been placed for this equipment, and the machinery is now in production.
This new plant will provide both peaking and standby capacity to the system and
tho City of Yellowknife, The installation will require a capital outlay of 
approximately 0700,000, but will not bring in any new revenue to tho system since
its.prime role"will be that of standby and we anticipate very limited operation
as a peaking unit. The anticipated loss of revenue rcr.u3.ting from tho closing 
down of tho°Diccovcry Mine will bo partly offset by the load growth of Yellcu.'mife 
and consequently we are hopeful that the annual costs of the new clicsol plant
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/  - - ------
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General Manager.

cc Commissioner Hodgson
Deputy Commissioner Parker



P. 0. Box 939 
Yellowknife,  N.W.T. 
December 19, 1968

Mr. H. W. Humphreys 
General Manager
Northern Canada Power Commission 
251 Bank S t ree t  
Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Mr. Humphreys:

Re: Yellowknife Power Requirements

With the tremendous growth that  is  being experienced at 
Yellowknife,  I have been advised that unless some very 
long range planning is  already being done to provide ad­
d i t io n a l  power, we-wil l  soon here be experiencing an ac- 
cutc power shortage. Already, I am advised there is a 
rat ioning being done at  peak periods of power demand.
This ra t ion ing ,  o f  course, a f f e c t s  the two mines at Yellow­
knife most accutely when they are required to cut back in 
production areas.  I am thinking p a r t i c u la r l y  o f requests 
in the past to stop using the mine hoists or the mill  b a l l -  
m il l s  in the periods of peak power use.

In speaking with Mr. W. Л. Case, Mine Manager at Giant, he 
points  out that unless something d e f in i t e  is forthcoming 
soon, then Giant w i l l  be looking to a major ca p i ta l  expense 
to provide a u x i l i a r y  power o f  i t s  own. I

I am wondering i f ,  before the 13th of January,  1969, (this  
being the opening of the 38th Session of the T e r r i to r i a l  
Council) you could provide me with a statement o f your com­
pany's intentions  regarding expansion of f a c i l i t i e s  so that  
adequate power may be provided to Yellowknife in the fu ture .  
I'm wondering, f o r  instance, whether your company has under­
taken and completed a survey or power needs in the Yellow­
knife a re a .

. . . 2
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As you probably appreciate ,  only 1-1/2 years ago Yellow­
knife was a Town o f  4,000 people. Within one year from 
now, i t  w i l l  be a Town of 7,000 people and within three 
years i t  is projected to go to 10,000 people. The T e r r i ­
t o r i a l  Government ( f i v e - ьlo r e y ) o f f i c e  building w i l l  soon 
be open, new businesses arc opening and a fourteen-s torey  
(100 su i te)  apartment building is  under construct ion.
Surely i f  there is a shortage now, even though i t  is  ju s t  
at peak periods, there may develop a s i tuat ion  of general  
shortage which could very se r ious ly  a f f e c t  the product iv i ty  
and economic v i a b i l i t y  of our two major in d u s t r ie s ,  Giant 
and Con Mines.

Could 1 please hear from you at your very e a r l i e s t  con­
venience .

Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

David H. Sear le ,  Member 
Mackenzie North Riding


