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BRIXKF OF THKE DENINO 0 ASSOCIATION
' OF FORT PESOLVUTION,

We of the Deninoo Associntion of Fort Resolution wish to exprons our strong

concern regarding the Govornments plans to.control the juffalo of tha

Fort Resplution - Fort Suith arec.

Besides Leing an important port of our‘h'istory and culture, tho kuffalo is

4 vital source of our fond. Fish i8 not always available and thore are

no caritoo and very fou moose in our area. Not only cre duffalo the main

source of food for us in Resolution, but .they aro essenticl) to survival out
on the trftpline. Uithout buffalo gropping would tecome imnossible.

And without trepping making a living would Lrcome ovon more difficult than

it ié now, o

Ve are all agreed that we, the psoplc of tho l‘oi‘th, must continue to je

able to trap and hunt and fish freely as has always been our right.

Ve bolieve that the Government has no right whatsoever to make plans regarding
those onimals without first consulting with us and the other poopie of the
North. Without doing 6o they ar6 breaking the Treaty. (Whenover nativo
pecplo asR for or 182y something the Government soys that it is not in the
Treatics or the Indien Act, Yob they do not consult us concorning things

which ARE covered lovr the Treatics. )

-

If in foct there is any prollem of diseasc within the {wffalo herds ( or
other prollems of overgrasing or, managenent ) we fecl that they showld he
solved in consultotion with us. If in fact there is & orollem of disease

anong them then ve are not agninst the Government killing the 0ld nr discased

animals. Bat we are certeinly against the killing of young healthy kuffalo.




.Ho feel (contrary to tte foeling in Fort Smith concerning tholr own area)
that tho healthy duffalo should be a}lowed to roam free. If in fact the
corralling of the Luffalo cannot bo avoided for reasons unknoim to us

then we people of Rosolution would consider owning our own herd, and, .if ve

8o dosire, setting up a cowmercicl venture of our own,

Ve firmly support the Fort Smith hrief concerning their plnn for 4000 hend
of huffalo to be put into their oun hends with the possivility of a

commercial operation resulting. Ve signed their brief for that reason,

Many o? us fsel as ono of us said :
" If thoy shoot our buffalo they wight as well stort shooting off
tho nativo pooéle." |
The following is a list of proposals agreed to Ly the undorsigned"

ONE <

THAT THE COVERIMTNT ATLOM TITS BUTFALO To. REATH FREE ARNUND RESOQLUTTION,
" Reasons: (1) Vital source of food ;

. (2) The Government has not consulted the native pecopi~:
- ‘eoncerning their plons for the puffalo ;

and (3) Trapnors need the buffzlo : :
¢nuse there are no fish, no caroboo and very fow monse. .

_THQ/ THAT IF THR GOVERENT TAXTS TH: BUFFALO , TT SHOULD GONDUCT A FLASARLITY

.STUD‘Y ON RESOLUTION'S OMHING M-fD CONTROLLING XTS OWN HERD
Reasons: (1) So that muny of us can have jobs ;
(2). So fhut we cen ell look forvard to the future ;

and (3) So that we will not have to depend on velfare,




BUFFALO BRIFF
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SR .

This brief was prepared {0 outline a proposal
designed to maintain discase conbrol vhile preventing
the useless slaughter of our Buffalo; to maintein.

S . our food supply; anc¢ to censerve our Buficlo as a future

ccononiic resource in northern developirent,
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BUFFALO BRIUF

.

A BRIEF TO THE

NORTHVEST TERRITORILES COUMCIL.
FROM
THEBACEA ASSOCIATION
FORT SiITH, NJMLT,

JANUARY, 1969

JNTRODUCT IOM

Thebacha Association is a native organization involved in a community
developm;ant function. Ve are registered under the' Socicties Ordinance
and in the process of expanding our operation to also be incorporated“
as Thebachs Erterprises Limited, Our Association was formed in March,
15_?6;( , and inadvertently developed into a business through 'the use of
Community Development funds and private contracts to employ Nativo
pople and in this way attempted to fulfill one of the most urgent

needs in the community. t'e also act”as liaison for various government

.divisions tvhere our people are involved,

PREPARATION
This brief vas prepared by the Thebacha Board of Directors and

interested members to represent the wishes of the Morthern Residents

who have 'signed the Buffalo Petition,

BACKGROUND

Ve have recently been approached by Vood Buffalo Park with an offer
of new employment opportunities - the building of a corral, selection
and herding of 1,000 choice Puffaln, and subseqient slaughter of

all other Buffzlo in the zrea - an cstimated eight to eleven thousand. -
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On further probing into the purpose of the undertaking, we werc informed
it vag aimed at controlling the spreed of discase among the herdé and
ubgrading the quality of the remaining Buffalo, Our first reaction was
one of grest consternation, However, on contemplating constructive
alternctives, ve feel we have found a plan that will benefit all concerned

and eliminate the diminishment of our prided Buffalo and the inane wasto
of one of our most vital sourcesA of food supply - the Buffulo,

PLAN

Rather than allas the total destruction of this source of food, and
knosing that the Caonadian Government has already accepted the principle
of developing the Buffalo into new commercial ventures, we wish to
submit our owm proposhl for an alterncte solution - a Buffalo ranching
project sponsored by Thebacha Association. We therefore request 1) your
assistance in conducting a feasibility study on our Buffalo ranching
proposal, and 2) on preparing a project description which then might

qualify for assistance under a development program such as ARIMA.

PURPOSE
The purpose of our plan is to:

1. preserve the native peoplets natural food 'supply and a ssure
a continuing source,

2. create new employment and a training prograwm in responsibility
and management, in discase control, and in feed and care of
animals,

3. maintain our native people's deep pride in the Buffalo as part -

of their history.,




L. providc incuntive for othur native moplu of tho North to look
into possibilitius for grants %o concuct similar projucts with
other wild animals fn the North,

PROJZCT |

- Wo ar@ planning a ncw branch of our Association to manzge busincss
vonturcs under & new charter: Theboche Entorpriscs Limited,

- Wle wish to maﬁace o lrrge hcfd of ~nbout 3,000 hsad where o propor-
tion of the increcsc will be sold to Qur oim people ond another propor-
tion will bo owvailnble for scle elsewhere, ‘

- Wo wish to run this hord in thq Fox !lode ~rca, north of the main
highuay (soc cerial photo cnd mep) . Vo request thht this arec be
roserved for this project, ) -

~ He werc adviscd that this ares, with :Qerngo reinfoll, copld sup-

port cattle at the rate of five acres per head. Vinter prsture in the

arec is clso sufficiont, clthough we would need o supplementiry foed

supply,

- Part of the crea would be reserved for winter graziﬁg, port for
summer pastures, ond part for supply of hy, .

~ tle would necd nbout & 30 to 60 mile boundrry fence.

- Cotch pens ~nd o hoI_Lding corrcl clready exist .;Ln the ai‘ea.'

- Ué would nced corrnls, o well, buildings, elc.

- A campsite could be developed for tourist potenticl,

- The slcughter-house we ord pli‘.nning could be o portcble-type instal-
1o.£ion. Houéver, there is cn abottoir alrecdy in existence in thc‘ Pork

which we could utilize if the Federal Guverument is prepared to make cn
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agreement allowing us to use it for testing, sl:;ughteri;'xg, butchering,
ond packing which would meet the standord of health inspectors. |
- An tccess road slrcady lea'ds to the crec., This wvoula focilitate
access to thq compsite for tourists aﬁd, for our operation, access to
the cbottoir.
~ This Buffalo project could be‘ exponded to serve other sét-tlemcnts

at their request ond,wili provide' the inception of similer projects to -
~conserve our wildlife, such as the coribou, reindeer, musk-ox, and
others, for economic development,

PROPOSAL

Ve believe we are copeble of successfully monaging the said operation
and we request youx; help in preporing an ARDA proposai, os well o8 |
the technicol ond financicl resources nceded to set up-this opemtion.‘
CONCLUSTON |

F'Jé know that each member on owr Council is not only interestcd in
economic devclopment but fcels the deep need for emcncipation of our
indigenous people and their contribution to progressive development in '
conjunction with consorving something very close to our hearts, our ui‘ld-,
life -and homelcond, protected os nécr s possible in its h:.‘.tur:‘.l state,
In conclusion then, ire connot express in iords our hope thot youl will
rezlize t?he importonce of our concern and will carefully consider our
o oposal, . .

) Respect fully submitted,

THEBACIZA ASSOCIATION,
Fort Smith, N.V/.T.




