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BRIEF OH _CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PRESENTED BY THE PARENTS OF 
FORT SIMPSON TO THE COMMISSIONER AND COUNCIL OF THE N.W.T.

Being understood that now that the Territorial Government has taken ova* the 
Education of pupils in the North West Territories, we, parents of Fort Simpson, wish 
to oxpross to that Government our confidence and trust and our co-operation with them»

However, we arc concerned about the statement made by Mr. Duncan ïryde, two 
years ago, refering to education. It was an open door to "secularization" ~ that is, 
Religion is to be removed from schools; in other words: telling Christ to get out.
If the New Government is to endorse such a policy, we regret to say that such a move 
will show us the true colours of our Government.

We feel that we lived in a Christian Country, and credit is to be given to 
the Federal Government which made it a historical fact to recognize the religious 
belief in matters of education.

Then, we strongly request, that the Government rf the IÏ.W.T. will respect 
this tradition and will make a point of honour to cooperate with the parents who are 
concerned with 1 man's whole life*.

That is to say that,
1. Every man has a right to education.
2. A "Christian" worthy of the name is entitled to a "Christian Education" 

where it can be had.
3. Parents, have a solemn obligation tc educate their children, an obligation 

which involves the Church and the Government, the first primarily for the 
spiritual and the latter primarily for the material. In this matter, 
parents are free to follow their conscience; and sot up their own school 
board and receive Government support in doing so. ( According to the 
N.W.T. School Act.)



4-. Religious affiliation be considered when placing teachers 
in our school.
It is in no way our intention to create discrimination or segregation in 
placing teachers. But ve consider that it is only fairness that the Principal 
and the majority of teachers in any schocj. œ  of the same faith as the 
majority of the pupils.

5 • We expect the Government and tho Churches to combine their efforts
to help us parehts to reach the goal of a decent life and a happy home.

We parents, too often find ourselves and our children in an unhealthy 
and morally unsound environment due to the disorder and licence of tho present 
world which reflects in our community.

Science and technology nowadays seem to be the Ĥev religion11.
New freedons legislated and new m̂orals” emerging in the last decade could 
be a very positive development for man- his choice of his activities, 
values, etc., have much fewer restrictions. These freedoms could be good 
only if man also accepts the responsibility that is associated with his choisos.

Many adults find this new freedom perplexing - they accept the freedom 

but disregard the responsibility. Do not children then need extra guidance 

in morals, changing social values, and in the handling or coping with a chang­

ing world? Anticipated long term results that would arise if present 

patterns of social change are not improved can only cause grave concern and 

apprehension, For example, if young girls increasingly bear children out of 

marriage as is becoming the pattern, what then is the future of society?

Therefore for these many reasons, wc as parents and taxpayers feel that 
religion must be kept in the schools. f What benefit is it to гпяг» if ho gains 
the world( or the moon or the stars) but loses his own soul?’

6. The present arrangement of timetabling religion to the last hour needs to be 
changed. An average of a half hour daily can be timetabled for religions 
education and arranged to the mutual convenience of the parents, the community 
and the school.
finally, the question of religious education can be left as a local option so 
that each community acting through town councils, hamlet councils, band coun­
cils and or local school boards will decide what will be taught and how it 
will bo taught in their schools.
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