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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES - .

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO HISTORIC SITES,
MUSEUMS, ARTIFACTS AND DOCUMENTS

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Historic Sites, Museums,

and Documents Ordinance - date -

In this Ordinance

(a)

(b}

(c)

(d)

(e)

€3

"historic sites" means an archaelogical site or work of
archaeological, ethnological or historical importance,
interest or significance, or a place where an archaeological

specimen is found and includes explorers' cairns.

"museums" means the Northwest Territories museums estab-

lished by this Ordinance.

"artifacts and documents” means an object or specimen of
archaeological, ethnological or historical importance,

interest or significance and includes explorers' docu-

ments. It also includes documents issued under the North-

west Territories Government sucﬁ as legal documents,

vouchers, accounting records, correspondence, maps, draw-

ings, photographs, reports, pamphlets, publications and ‘
all other documents and records whether of the foregoing

kind or not, created in the administration of the Public

Service of the Northwest Territories.

"commit;ee" means the N.W.T. Permanent Committee on 1
Historic Sites, Museums, Artifacts and Documents, known R

by the abbreviated version as the N.W.T. Historical Stand-

ing Committee.

"chairman" means the Chairman of the Committee.

"department" means a department of the Government of the
Northwest Territories or any commission, board, bureau or

other branch of the public service of the Northwest Terri-

tories.



(k)

(1)

(m)

(n)

(o)

(p)

(@

(r)

(s)

The Commissioner may by order apply the provisions of ths

Territorial Public Service to anmy employee engaged under this

section,

The salaries of any officers, clerks or other employees appointed

under this section shall be paid from monies voted anmually by the
legislature for this purpose.

The committee shall elect from amongz themselves a Vice-Chairman tiho

shall hold office at the discretion of the Commissioner.

If the office of Chairman or Vice-Chairman becomes va.c.ant before the
term of office exvires, the Cormissioner or the members of tie
committee as the casé may be shall appoint or elect from smoog
themselves a person to £ill the vacani ofiice for the unexpired part

of the tern.

The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the comittee at which

he is present and may exercise the powers and shall perfora the
duties of the chairman.

In the absence of the chairman, the' vice-chairman shall preside at
all meeti.ngs of the comrrittee at which he is present and may exercise
the powers and shall perform the duties of the chairman when for

any reason the chairman cannot exercise those powers or perform those
duties,

In the absence of the chairman and the vice=chairman from the meetling,
the committee may elect a temporary chairman to preside at the *
meeting.

A public servant of the Territorlal Covernment is the Secretary to

the comirittes,

The secretary shall keep a record of all proceedings of the
Committee, cunduct correspondence and perform such other duties

on behalf of the committee as the committee may direct,




(b)

(c)

(@)

(e)

(£)

(2)

(b)

(1)

&)

PART I

N.W.T, HISTORICAL STANDING COMMITTEE

At the 38th Sesaion of the Northwest Territories Council held
in Yellowknife on Jamary 1, 1969, the Commissioner announced
the establishment of the N.W.T. Historical Standing Coumtltt‘ee.

The head office of the coumittaee is at Yellouknife, HeWeTe

The committee shall c.onsist cf o} less than five and not more than
nine merbers, appointments to be made by the Commissioner, -

Hembers other than the chairman, whose appointment is for a term

of ten years, hold office at the pleasurs of the Cormissioner,

when a vacancy occurs amongst members, the Commissioner may appoint

& person to fill the vacancy for any period he may so designate,

The Bommittee Las no particular pouers but is an advisory body to '
the Commissioner of the MNortiwest Territories on matters pertaining
to the rich history of the Northwest Territoriess

SubJect to this section the members shall serve without pay or

other emolument.

The Commissioner may reimburse a member for any reasonable and actual
out~of~pocket expenses that he incurs in attending mestings of the
committee,

If the committ;ee by resolution and with the cousent of the
Commissioner instructs a member to do any work involving expenses,
the Commissioner may pay any reasonable and actual out-of-pocket
expenses that the member :in:urs in doing that worke

The Territorial Government may appoint such officers, clerks and

other employees as are pecessary to ensble the comittee to exercise
the powers and perform the duties asaigned to it from time to time

by the Territorial Govermuent, i.e. the Permansnt Secretary to the
N.WoT. Historical Standing Gomuittes,




(k)

(1)

(m)

(n)

(o)

(p)

(a)

(x)

(s)

The Commissioner may by order apply the provisions of the

Territorial Public Service to amy employee engaged under this

section,

The salaries of anmy officers, clerks or other employees appointed
under this section shall be paid from montes voted anmally by the
legislature for this purpose,

The committee shall elect from among themselves a Vice-Chairman who
shall hold office at the discretion of the Commissioner.

If the office of Cheirman or Vice~Chairman becomes vac.ant before the
term of office expires, the Commissioner or the members of the
committee as the casé may be shall appoint or elett from amcng
themselves a persou to £ill the vwacant office for the unexpired part
of the term. -

The chairman shall preside at all meotings of the committee at which

he is present and may exercise the powers and shall perform the
duties of the chairman,

In the absence of the chairman, the- vice-chairman shail preside at
all meeti:tlgs of the committee at which he is present amd may exercise
the powers and shall perform the duties of the okairman shen for

any reason the chairman cannot exercise those poners or perform those

duties,

In the absence of the chairman and the viceechairman from the meeting,

the cowrittee may elect a temporary chairman to preside at the *
meeting.

A public servant of the Territorial Government is the Secretary to

. the committee,

The secretary shall keep a record of all proceedings of the
Committes, conduct correspomdence and perform such other duties
ou behalf of the committee as the commitiee may direct,



(t) The committee shall meet at such times and places as the chairman
appoints and the chairman shall eppoint a tims and place for a
meeting on the request of three members or the Commissiounere

(u) Fouwr members are a quorum for meetings of the committee.

(v) At a meeting of the committee each member including the chairman

of the comrdttee has a vote and where there is a tie vote the
chalrman of the medtings has a secord vote.

(w) The coudttee shall exercise the powers and perform the duties
prescribed by the Ordinance or assigned to it from time to time by

order of the Coumissioner and the Northuest Territories Council.

(x) The comnmlitee may, as it deems necessary for the better carrying out
of the true intent or purpose of this Ordinance, delegate any of its
powers to or require the performance of eny of its duties by any of

the officers, clerks or employees azpointed under (J) of this sections

Lo The committee may

(a) accept for its corporate use gifts or bequests of mouney and other
thi:!gs which are suitable for its purposes;

(b) procure by gift, donation, devise, ';)equest or loan wherever posgible
or, subject to this Ordinance, by purchase where necessary and
desireable, any historic obJects, structures, ersctions, momments,
historic sites, relics, artifact.s, models, paintings, documeuts,

bouks, papers, records, masps, drawings, or other devices, goods,

of historical value ard importance to or connected with the .

archaeology, ethnology and social, econcmic and cultural development
of the Nortimest Territories}

|
|
chattels, meterials, articles or things which are considered to be
: . |
(c) collect, arrange, cetalogue, reccndition, preserve amd exhivit to
the pubjlc the things referred to in paragraph (b) of this section

in such maunner, at such times and im such places ami st;hject to such ‘
conditions as are prescribed by this Ordinance or ihs regulations

or as the comrdttee msy othsrwise determins;




6o

(d)

(e)

(a)

()

(c)

(a)

(a)

stirmulate interest in the archaeclogy, ethnology end history of
the social, economic, military and political patterns in porthern

developmenty .

co-operate with other bedies within and outside the Northuwest

Territories.

For the purpose of. this Ordinance thers shall be a fund to be knowmn
as the Historic .Sit,es, iluseumg, Artifacts and Documents Fund to
whkich shall be crcdiﬁed in ean ancount.i'.o ba kept by the Territorial
Treasurer zll mcney received by the camittee by gift, donation,

contribution or bequest.

411 monsy referred to in stb-section 5(a) shall be used by the
committee for any purpose Ior which the donor, contributor or
testator gave, contrituted or bequsathed it but if the domorx,
contributor or testator did not state the purpose for which the
money uas to be used it may bo used by the committes with the
aprroval of the Gormissioner for agy purpose, other than szalaries,
designed to encourage and assist in the preservation of hictorical
obJects, sites and records in the N.orthuest Territories within the

meaning and intent of this Ordinance.

The Territorial Treasurer may on the recommendation of the
Commissioner pay into the fund such amounts out of the money voted

by the legislature for the use of the commzittee as the Territorial
Treasurer deens fit,

[ 4
The Territorial Treasurer shall make payments out of the fund on thke

recommendation of the Gormittee with the approval of the Cormxdsasionper. )

The courittee may with the approval of the Commissiomer make regnlatiocuns

regulations the use and protection of the items referred to in

paragraph (b) of Section L which may be acquired by the committee |
fron time to time by wey of gift, donation, devise, bequest, loan, ‘

purchagse or otherwisej




(b) requiring from any person using the things reforred to in paragraph
(b) of Section L a guarantee or security agafinst the loss of or
injury to those things; ' |

(c) for the preservation and protection of historic obJjects aid historic

sites in the Morthwest Terxitories;

(e) respecting any other matter for carrying out the true intent and

purpose of this Ordinance.

\ (d) respecting the removal of objects from the museunm or the archives 3
i
\ 7« No member of the committee is liszble in his personsl or separate estate

for the debts or liabilities or cbligations of the corzrittee unless he

hes incurred liability by bacoming surety for the cammrittee,

PART IT -~ HISTORIC OBJZCTS

Kuseum which shall serve as a repository Zor relics, artifacts,
materials, articles and items which are of historjcal value and
impt;rtance to or comnected with archasology, ethnology amd social,
economlc and cultural development of the Horthwest Territoriese If
the Northwest Territories liuseum cannot handle any items, arrange-
ments be made with the Kational kuseum of Man, Ottaua to serve as

temporary repository for historical oblects acquired,

(b) The general management, regulation and control of the museum is

vested in and shall be exercised by the commltiee.

8. (a) There is hereby established o muscun called the Forthwest Territories
(c) Any person who discovers an histaric object in the Nartiwest -
‘ Territories in or forming part of the soil shall report the
‘ discovery forthwith to the Permanent Secretary of the Committee
at Yollowknife stating the nature of the coblect, the location uhere

‘ it was discovered and the date of discovery.

‘ (d) o person shall acquire any right to or the cwmership of an

historic object referrsd to in subesectiocn (c) by reason of his




(e)

(£)

(g)

()

@

€)

(k)

discovery of it or of its beiny discovered on his land or of

recelving it from another person.

The comnlttee may acquire for the museum or for other purposes
undsr this Ordinance any historical obJect discovered in the
lorthuest Territories in or forming part of the soil and, subject
to sub=section (é) may pay to the owner or discoverer thersfor

such conpensation if any as msy be approved by the Cormissionere

The committee is not liable to pay compensation under sube~gechion

(d) where it is of the opimlon thst an historic obJlact should be

 preserved in the place where it was discovered.

The committee may renounce its rights under sub-section (d) to

acquire an historic obJect.

The Conrtissioner may on the recommsrdation of the committee and Iar
the purposes of this Ordinance deglare to be an hisi;oz'j.c object any
nmovable or immovable obJect existing in the Narthwest Territories
after the date of the passing of this Ordinance whether it is ina
ratural state or constructed, shapéd, inscribed or otherwise
produced or modified by man.

The Commissionsr shall by advertisement or by such other msans as

he deems fit give notice of the declaration under this sectionpe

No person shall, except with the comsent inwriting of the
Commissioner, move, destroy, demage, deface, obliterate, alter, gdd
to, mark or in eny other way interfere with, remove or cause to be
removed from the Northwest Territories or agree to the removal from
the Northwest Territories of any historic oblect which has been

found in or which {orms part of the soil im the Hortlwest Territories
or which has been declared to be an historic object under section (h)e

No person shall rsmove any object from the museum without permission
granted in accordance with the regulations or vatilate or in any way

damage an obJect in the museuns




90 (a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

PART ITT - HISTORIC SITES

The Commissioner mey, on the recommendation of the committee and

" for the purpose of this Ordinance, declare to be an historic site

any site, area, parcel of land, building, momment or other strvcture
in the Worthwest Territories which is considered by the committee
to be of historical significance.

The Ccmrdssioner shall by advertisement or by such other means as

he deems fit give notice of a declaration under this section,

ihere the committee is of the opinion that the preser;ration of any
historic site is a matter of public interest, the committee may,
with the consent of .the Comnisgioner, acquire the site by purchase
or otherwise as may be deemed mocessary and become the custodian

thereof,

The conmittee may, with the approval of the Cowuissioner, undertake
or contribute towards the cost of investigating, preserving,

mainteining and managing an historic site acquired under this section.

llo person shall, except with the consent in wz;iting of the comrlttee,
move, destroy, damags, deface, obliterate, alter, add to, mark or

in any other way interfers with, remove or cause to be removed fron
the Horthwest Territories or agree to the removal from the Northwest
Territories of any historic site or any object, building, monumznt,
or other structure situated on or in an historic site or in any way
excavate on or interfere with or damage the site.

Whenever, in the opinion of the Commissioner, any prehistoric or
historic remain, whether or not designated a's part of an
archaeolog::lcal or historic site under this Ordinaunce, is threatened
with destruction by reason of commercial, industrial or other
activity, the Cormlssioner may require the persons underteking the
activity to provide for adequate investigation, recording, and
salvage of archaeological or historic obJects threateded with

destruction as the Commissioner may direscte



) 100 (a)

(b)

()

(a)

(e)

PART IV - HISTORIC RECORDS

There 1s hereby established archives called the Morthwest

Territories irchives for the safekeeping, classification,

indexing and calendaring of all public documents, court records,

and other papers depogsited in the archives urder this Ordinance.

The gensral mznagement, regulation and control of the archives is

vested in and shall be exercised by the committee.

All public documsnts shall be preserved by the department to whose

business they belong until their transfer to the archives or until

the Commissioner orders their destruction under this Crdirance,

The committee may replevin any document, wherever fourd, which has

once been or should properly be part of the records of the

Territorial CGovermment.

Subject to sub-sections (b) and (c) and to Section 11, the

Cornal ssioner may on the recommemation of the departwent director

hm{ing Jurisdiction over the department concerned, order

(1)

(i1)

(idd)

That any public document or any class or series of
public documents which are in the charge of the
depa.z;tmsnt whon the order is made be transferred to
the archives forthwith or upon the expiration of such
poricds after the dates at which they are created as
are specified in the orders .

that any public document or any class or serles of
public documants which are in the charge of the
department when the order is made be destroyed forth-
w.’_tth or upon the expiration of such periods after the
dates at which they were created as are specified in

the order; or

that auy public document or any class or series of

public documents which come into the charge of the

departments after the order is made be destroyed or




transferred to the archives upon the expiration of

as are specified in the order.

(£) An order unler sub-section (e) for the destruction of a public
document shall not be made umless the commttee has agreed in

uriting to the recommendation of the director having Jurisdiction

i
such perlods after the detes at which they were creasted

over the department concerned.

(¢) DIxcept with the consent in writing of the Conmittee, a public
docurent shall not be destroyed under this section before the

expiration of ten years from the date at which it was created.

(h) Subject to sub-sections (1) amd (J) and to Sectionm 11, the
Commissiorer may ordsr that any court record or any class thereof

be transferred %o the archives or be destroyed.

(1) 4&n order shall not be made under sub-section (h) except upon the
recommendation of the Commlssioner after he has received a
descriptive list of the records recommended for disposal and unless
the list has been approved by the committee and by a Judge or
magistrate, as the case may be, of.the court of which the cowrt
record forms a part,

(J) Except with the comsent in writing of the Committee, a cowrt record
shall not be destroyed umder this section before the expiration of

tuenty-Live years from the date upon which it was fileda

(k) Public documents and court records transferred to the archives urder
this section are subJect to such rostrictions respecting their
subsequent use as the Commi.ssioner, upon the recormendation of the
department director heving Jurisdiction over the departmsnt con="

cerned, may by order pfescribe.

11, (a) SubJect to this Crdinance, the cormlttee is responsible for deciding

whether a public document or court record or amny class or series of '

|
public documents amd court records shall be accepted for deposit in \




(b)

(c)

(a)

(e)

(€)

10

the archives and for this purpose may, with the prior approval of
the Cormissioner, retain the services of persons %o assist in the
examination and selection of public documents amd court records to

determine their sultability for the archives,

Ii a person whose services are retalned under suo-section {a) 18

an employee of the Territorial Covermment, the comdttee shall get
the consent of the director who has Jurisdiction over the department
in uwidich that darson is employed before seeking the approval of the

Cormissioner for retaining the services of that persons

SubJect to sub-sections (d) and (e) a nerson whose services are
retained voder sub-section (a) shall serve without pay or other

emolunent for tiiose servicas.

If a person whose services are rctained under sub-saction (a) is
required by the committee to umlgrha}:e work involving travelli.og,
board ant lodginz or other sxpenses, the commititee shall obtain the
prior approval of the director therefor wvhereupon the director may
pay such reasonable and actual oﬁt—of—pqcket expenses as may be

-

incurred by that person.

If a porson whose services are retained under sub-section (a) 1s an
aemployes of the Territorial Government, he shall continue to receive
his reruneration as gn employee of the govermment while he is engaged

in work on behalf of the committee under this ssction.

Before a person whose services are retained under sub-section (a)
proceeds to examine public documents or court records, the committee
shall arrange with the department director having Jurisdiction over
the department concernsd, in the case of public documents, and with
the Commissionor and the Judge concerned, in the case of court
records, the manner in widch and the times ard places at which the

public documents and court records may be examined,




11

() A person whose services are retained under sub~section.(a) shall not
(1) retain for any purpose other than deposit in the
archives any book, paper, record, document or other
material; article or thing to which bs may have

access as a result of his examination of public

(1) disclose or commnicate to any person any information
obtained by him in the course of or as a result of

that exanination; or

(i) use any information referred to in paragraph (ii) for
his own personal benefit or in a mammer which is

prejudicial to the safety or interests of the Crown.

documents ar court records pursuvant to this sectiong
12, (2) A municipality or any society, organization ar individval within or
\
|

without the Northwest Territories may, with the prior cousent of

compitiee for preservation in the archives by way of loan or gift,

(b) The corrritiee shall, by agreement x-;i‘hh the donor or lender of
records and other documemts referred to in sub-section (a), place on
the use of these records ami other documents whilst they are in
the erchives such restrictions, if any, as may be stipulated in
the agreement and those restrictions are binding on 211 persons
during the term of the agreemente

(c) No person shall remove any document or object from the archives
without permission granted in accardance with the regulations or »

mutilate or in any way damage any such document or object,

PART V - ARCHAFOIOGICAY, IRVESTIGATIONS

the comittee, deposit records or other documents with the
\

13 (a) No person shall carry on archaeclogical investigations in the
Northwest Temritories unless he is the holder of a permlt issued
| by the Comrrssioner,




(b)

()

(a)

(e)

(£)

(e)

(n)

Dpon spplication made to the Commissioner in writing the
Commissioner may, on the recommeniation of the cormittee, issue
a permit to any person to carry on archacological investigations

in the Northwest Territories.

The Cormissioner mey limit a permit as to time and location and

may impose such other terms and concitions as he deems necessary.
The Commissioner may cancel a permit at any tims.

A perniit holder wkall not carry on archaeological investigations on
privats or leased property without the prior consent of the owner

or the lessor.

ihen as a result of archasological investigations it is shoun that
the valus of the intorest of any person in any site, parcel of land,
building or structure affected thereby is diminished, the party
or partles carrying out or causing to be carried out such
investirations shall pay to such person in respect of such
diminution in value such compensation as may be mutually agreed
upo.n or in the absence oi agream;ni:. an amouat to bs assessed upon

application to a Jjudge of the Territorial Courte

Within a reasonabls time after the close of each season’s field
work every permit holder shall furmish, in duplicate, to the
committee a report containing full details of the work done
including details of any stratification or othar chromological
evidence and such other information a2s the committse may requ:ire:

The tormlttee may, with the approval of the Commissioner, appoint

Narthwest Territories of any personm to whom a perrdt is issued
pursuant to this section ard a commission so appointed 1is
authorized to take such action as it mey deem necescsary to ensure
that the archaeological investigations of the permit holder coun-

cerned ere conducted at all times in the best interests of the

Northwest Territories.

|
|
a commission to supervise and iospect the activities in the




(i) A commissiin may be appointed under sub~section (h) in respect

of each permit issued by the committee or may be appointed to
supervise the activities of all or any mumber of peruwit holders

as the committee may ses fit,

(3) The commitiee is not limited in the number of members wiich may be
appointed to a commission and such members may be selected eithep
from residents or non-residents of the Northwest Territories but
appointments to.a commission shall be subJect to the approval of

the Coumissioner before they become effoctlve.

\
‘ (k) A commission or any representatives designated by it shall have
the right of access 4t apy time to all areas in the Northwest

Territories whers a permit holder is carrying oum archaeological
investigations end every permit holder shall furuish forthwith to

the commission or its representatives complete information in reply

the coumission to the fullest possible extent im its work of

supervision am inspection.

to all emquirier directed to him from time to tims and shall assist
(1) The committee may, with the approval of the Commissioner, authorize
a commission appointed pursuant to sub-section (h) to carry on
archeeological investigations itself in any area of the Northwest

Territories or nay appoint a separate cammssion to conduct such

investigations on its own or in co~operation with other bodies

|
|

investigations and any such commission may carry on archaeological
within or outside the Northwest Territoriess

(n) In cases where the board deems fit to appoint a sepaerate cormmission, .
the provisions of sub-section (J) of this section apply theretos

"(n) The expenditures incurred by a commission in respect of archaeo=
logical investigations carried om by it pursuant to this section
shall be paid out of ary monies that may be voted by the legislature
for the purpose or may be shared in any proportion botween tke

Government of the Northwest Territories and othor bodies co-operating

in the said investipation.




PART VI -~ CEMEDAL

. Any person who violates any provision of this Ordinance or the
regwWlations is gullty of an offence and liable to surmary
conviction to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars and in
default of payment to imprisonment for a term mot exceeding ons

month or to both fine znd imprisoment.

September 15, 1569



