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The Executive Bureau of the Uth. International Congress, 
"Arctic Development and the Future of the Eskimo Societies” had a 
certain number of proposals forwarded in the course of it9 hearings, 
in view of bettering knowledge on Arctic problems, and creating 
closer co-operation.

It was stated that issues are common to the four countries 
entailed, but that solutions vary from on State to another, and 
from one sector to another.

As problems are similar, it is therefore possible to proceed 
to their common analysis, outside national concern.

It is therefore desirable that an instrument should be 
maintained on an international level, concerning such matters as 
exchanges, meetings and initiatives in these affairs.

The Congress Executive Bureau concludes that the acts of 
co-operation which have come about in the Congress undertakings on 
Arctic and Eskimo problems, should be continued, and that the pre­
sent Executive Bureau should remain in function and become a Perma­
nent International Secretariat for international research on past, 
present and future Eskimo problems.

Any suggestions for an eventual enlargement will be received 
at a later date. But the suggestion of bringing in the Inter-North­
ern Lapp Council as a Permanent Associate Committee has already 
been retained.

The Secretariat will now prepare suggestions for the imme­
diate future, on the basis of proposals and criticisms put forward 
during the debates. These will be rapidly dispatched to Administra­
tions, autochton organizations concerned, and to Congress partici­
pants. All suggestions are welcome, and should be sent either to 
the Congress Secretariat, the FONDATION FRANÇAISE D'ETUDES NORDIQUES 
or to members of the Executive Bureau, who will transmit them.

A second Congress will take place within two or three years, 
in order to examine the situation.
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T H E NINE RECOMMENDATIONS PÜf FORWARD 9 U R Ï H G THE CONGRESS

Ia*. RECOMMENDATION i

Оив recommandation the 4th. International Congreee could 
suggest, i e  t o  b r i n g  a  etatietical compendium for the Great North 
into being : facts already know to us  t o d a y ,  but which are dispersed 
in a multitude o f  different departmonte, should be brought together, 
made more homogeneous, and then completed by a now sortes o f  inves­

tigations.

One such aim would be to state the autoohtonal population s 
part in each item, zone by zone, in all the Arctic regions . Another 
aim could be to elaborate economic calculations, or any other form 
of articulate table, on data concerning demography, activities, 
consumption, ways o f  life, standards of living, external trade, 
finance etc,, thus facilitating programming.

Signed : André PIATIER ( Paris).

U n d .  RECOMMENDATION :

Humanity is beginning to witness a technical revolution equal 
in importance to that of the invention of the printing-press. Methods 
(which have still not received their final names, such as televi- 
deoscopy, magnetosoopy ...) now enable audio-visual programmes to 
be reproduced in vast numbers. These are distributed^ гп caskets and 
can be broadaasted on television s ets. No transmitting set гв r e -  
quired : the receiving sets are run either on batteries^ or on local 
supply circuits, by means of  the casket or telephone wire.

The 4th. Congress recommends the carrying out o f  a generalized 
educational experiment throughout the Arctic, as soon as possible. 
Programmes should be very widely and even totally broadcasted on 
educational programmes, which have been selected as the most appro­
priate, in both the Eskimo language and that of  each of the 4 c o u n ­
tries concerned, thus affecting both urban communities and isolated 
families. This would enable a reintegration of the family and Gut­
tural system, and lead to the• disappearance of estrangement and 
psychological traumatisms, as well as to rapid intellectual and 
practical training. These are the main factors which should be 
taken into account, in the setting up of an entirely new policy.

This Arctic test should affect 30.000 to 40.000 children, 
and a lesser number of adults, and could be experimented as a system 
which could then be used later for bigger populations m  other parts 
of the world. Г'

Signed : André PIATIER ( P a r i s ) .



lllKd. R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  i

Considering the faot that traditional seal hunting поооавагу 
for the provision o f  meat and furs fo r  immediate needs of the fami­
n e s '  daily life» is of basic importance for the subsistence o f  
important parts of the Eskimo population in the ‘ North.

th
The 4 International Congress on the "Economic Development 

of the Arctic and the Future of  the Eskimo Societies" urges all 
governments concerned to taka all possible fast and individual ae 
well as concerted steps in order to limit and i f  possible to bring 
to an and industrialised mass killing of seals in national and in­
ternational waters and thus to provide affective protection of the 
seal stock, appropriate to preserve national hunting conditions for 
the resident people of the Norths a n d  to re-establish unjustly lost 
consumers' confidence,in and support of the seal fur trade.

Signed : Hans C. CHRISTIANSEN ( Copenhagen)

I V th. R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  t

The 4th. International Congress on Northern Problems declares 
that the Eskimos» who were the first inhabitants of  territories in 
Siberia» Alaska» North-Nest Canada , New Quebec and Greenland» and 
who settled there several thousands of years before the arrival of 
Western populations» have a fundamental right to be taught in their 
mother tongues, if they so d e s i r e .

Signed : Michel BROCHU ( Montreal)

Vth. RECOMMENDATION :

Minutes o f  meeting hearings ( not too detailed) should be 
sent to autochtone in their own language .

Signed s André-Pierre STEINMANN (Povungnirtuq,
New Quebec)

V I t h .  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  s

A possibility for the International Committee to raise fellow 
ship grants for autochtone, in justified circumstances.

Signed : André-Pierre STEINMANN (Povungnirtuq,
New Quebec)



It i l th .  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  t

Suggest the Permanent Nordio Seoretariat investigate - 
by engaging eervioeo of on economist  -  the feasibility o f  interna­
tional oo-operation in establishing - through regional airlines - 
a scheduled route ( perhaps once a m o n t h ) linking Copenhagen, 
Stfndreetrjmfjord, Frobisher Bay, one Canadian Central Arctic looa- 
tion,(Coral Barbour, Rankin Inlet or Baker Lake), Yellowknife, 
Whitehorse and Fairbanks,

This may be economically feasible in terms of touristic 
development in both directions along the route, and North-South 
from any one of these \centres mentioned . Such a communication route 
would also have a very valuable function in linking easily the 
oircum-polar people for reasons o f  cultural exohange, economic i n ­
tegration, educational exchange, political exohange and internatio­
nal ac c o r d .

And economic study is a useful first s tep .

Signed : Robert G , WILLIAMSON (Rankin Inlet,
N,W,T,, Canada)

V U l t h . R E C O M M E N D A T I O N :

It is to be hoped that governments in arctic countries 
with autochton populations will seek to establish, in cases where 
such measures have still not come about, multi-annual contract 
prices in favor of these populations, in sectors related to rene­
wable natural products - such as furs, fisheries an d  stock-breeding, 
Such measures insure producers of receiving fair p r i c e s . Seasonal 
variations in animal life and fluctuations in market-economy j u s ­
tify such minimum prices which, in fact, have already been fixed 
in several nordio countries with liberal economies for agricultural 
a n d  fisheries prod u c t s ,

Such measures wou l d  make local production activities via­
ble instead of making these societies become increasingly and re­
grettably dependent upon certain relief measures.

Signed : Jean MALAURIE ( Paris)
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I X t h ,  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  t

The Soviet Delegation strongly reoommende the Permanent 
Secretariat to examine the project o f  organizing a permanent inter­
national expedition, in the briefest possible delay, on the etudy 
o f  the Eskimos, in which Prance, the USSR, the United States,
Canada, Denmark and Greenland will participate, In other words, 
these are the countries represented in the Permanent Committee set 
up by the 4th, International Congress, on the etudy of productive 
foraes in the Arctic, and on Eskimo problems.

This expedition should be aomplex, and therefore include 
scientists representing different scientific branches : geographers, 
palaeogeographers, archaeologists, geologists, palaeogeologiets, 
climatologists, etc,,. In such a way, the past, present and future 
o f  this population may be examined,

A detailed study should be carried out the organization 
o f  this expedition, its programme, its joint publications, its ca­
lendar, and its means of financial resource,

Greenland should be the territory selected for this 
operation, because Greenland is the country in which the largest 
Eskimo group is living.

Signed : V.I, VASSILIEV ( Moscow)
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