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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM

While a final decision will not be made to establish 
the current Experimental Teacher Education Program on a 
permanent basis until the entire project is reviewed in March 
at a general evaluation conference to be held in Yellowknife, 
attended by delegates from the University of Alberta, the 
Northwest Territories Teachers' Association, principals, 
teachers - including representatives of those who are presently 
in the Experimental Program, and other members of the 
Department, we wish to outline in general terms what we pre­
sently consider will be the nature of the program if it is 
decided to enrol a second group of students. In this connection 
it should be said that there is much evidence available which 
indicates that the Program has achieved many of its original 
objectives. Needless to say, another indication of its worth 
will be the response, in terms of applications, for next 
year's proposed program. We would ask, therefore, that the 
contents of this information bulletin be brought to the 
attention of young people who meet the minimum qualifications 
and who might be interested in applying.

As a result of a meeting held in Fort Smith in the 
fall of 1967, chaired by Mr. B. C. Gillie, and attended by 
representatives from the University of Alberta, the Northwest 
Territories Teachers' Association, and others, it was decided 
to proceed with an experimental teacher training project which 
would have as one of its principle objectives the provision 
of "access and encouragement to young Indian, Eskimo and Metis 
students of the Northwest Territories to enter the teaching 
profession". Shortly thereafter information about this proposal 
was circulated throughout the District. As a result of a 
recruiting program early in 1968 nearly forty applications were 
received. Following a review of applications and references, 
interviews were held with twenty-six candidates, sixteen of whom 
were ultimately chosen to enter the program which was established 
under Mr. A. J. Dyer's direction in an annex of Sir John 
Franklin School, Yellowknife. The students, who lived in private 
homes, followed a syllabus which included practice teaching,
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methodology sessions in mathematics and communication arts, as 
well as senior matriculation subjects. One student left the 
course in mid-year; the others* having completed the first phase 
of the program, proceeded to the University of Alberta where 
they attended lectures in Biology, Anthropology, and method 
courses in Social Studies and Science. Two students did not 
meet the standards of the initial phases; the other thirteen 
were granted a Northwest Territories Provisional Teaching 
Diploma and were assigned to regular classrooms in Territorial 
schools in the Mackenzie District. At time of writing eleven 
students from the original group are continuing in their class­
room assignments; some of whom may elect to sit special oral 
examinations in native languages for matriculation credit in 
the spring of 1970. At the end of the present school year, 
those wishing to continue will have the opportunity to enter the 
third phase of the program which involves further academic 
and professional courses to be given at the University of Alberta 
during the summer of 1970. Further phases of the program give 
them the option either to return to teaching in the Territories 
and continue their training by summer sessions or to enrol in 
full-time university programs.

Those students in the program presently in charge of 
classes in the Territories are listed below along with their 
school and grade assignments:

Sept. 30/69
Teacher School Grade & Enrolment

Miss L. Burrows Cambridge Bay Terr. 
Cambridge Bay

X 26

Miss A. Decoine Kugluktuk Terr. School, 
Coppermine

I 23

Mr. W. Tripe de Roche Rae Territorial School 
Fort Rae

IV 22

Miss C. Kenny Rae Territorial School 
Fort Rae

I
'

20

Miss S. Charlie Tuktoyaktuk Terr. School 
Tuktoyaktuk

III-IV 23

Mr. R. Overvold Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
Terr. Schoo 1, Inuvik

IV-V 18

Mr. P. Silastiuk Moose Kerr Terr.School 
Aklavik

IV-V
'

22

Miss M. Nahanni Elizabeth Ward Terr.Sch. 
Fort Providence

B.E.-I 24

Miss M. McDonald Peter Pond Terr. School 
Fort Resolution

V 16

Miss M. Sabourin Peter Pond Terr. School 
Fort Resolution

III 25

Miss M.A. McLeod Princess Alexandra Terr. 
School, Hay River
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An abridged as w e ll as a more currenC v ers io n  o f  
the o r ig in a l  proposal fo r  the Experim ental Teacher Education  
Program Is  g iven below as a guide to those students app ly ing  
fo r  next y e a r 's  program. I t  should be noted th a t  the  conclusions  
o f the e v a lu a tio n  conference scheduled fo r  March may modify o r  
expand the m a te r ia l In  the sections.

General O b jectives

1. To continue to provide access and encouragement to  young 
In d ia n , Eskimo and M etis  students o f the  Northwest T e r r i ­
to r ie s  to e n te r the  teaching p ro fess io n .

2. To demonstrate to  young students o f  In d ia n , Eskimo o r M etis  
background th a t  they can perform  e f fe c t iv e ly  in  the  teaching  
p ro fess io n  and thus encourage g re a te r numbers to  e n te r  
teach ing .

3. To demonstrate to  a i l  Indigenous people th a t  "education" Is  
n o t the  so le  p re ro g a tiv e  o f  the  w h ite  man -  th a t i t  Is  not 
something which must be brought to  them from  another world  
which is  c losed to  them.

4. To c a p ita l iz e  on the c u ltu r a l  and l in g u is t ic  a f f i n i t y  these 
young people w i l l  have fo r  students from  a s im ila r  background.

5. To continue to  provide a "pool" o f  n o rth ern  teachers in  
order to overcome the growing c r it ic is m  th a t  our system con­
s t i tu te s  a " p a ra s it ic  growth" on the a lre a d y  inadequate  
supply o f teachers tra in e d  in  the south fo r  southern schools.

S p e c ific  O b jec tives

1. To s e le c t and t r a in  a second group o f tw elve  students fo r  
teaching in  the  T e r r i t o r ie s ,  so as to provide a more gradual 
and hence e a s ie r  t r a n s it io n  from student to  teacher than  
th a t o ffe re d  by the  normal procedures and programmes.

2. To have th is  group composed o f students w ith  apparent
a p titu d e  f o r  and a keen d e s ire  to  assume th e  teach ing  r o le ,  
but who appear u n l ik e ly  to  achieve th is  because the  normal 
pace is  l i k e ly  to  be too g re a t an o b s tac le .

A fte r  t r a in in g ,  to  provide them w ith  access to  the  teaching  
s ta f f  o f the  d is t r i c t  on a p ro v is io n a l or temporary b a s is ,
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in  se lec ted  classrooms where they would a c t e ith e r  as 
teachers o r teach er in te rn s .

4. To re q u ire  such students to  continue t h e ir  s tu d ies  during  
the summer vacations so th a t  they w i l l  e v e n tu a lly  reach  
the  s ta tu s  and c e r t i f ic a t io n  o f  f u l l y  q u a l if ie d  teachers  
w ith in  a s t ip u la te d  bu t reasonable length  o f tim e.

5. To continue an e v a lu a tio n  o f  the e ffe c tiv e n e s s  o f the  
members o f  th is  program as they  work in  the classrooms so 
th a t  fu r th e r  c r i t e r i a  can be estab lish ed  to  guide the fu tu re  
development o f  the p ro je c t.

S e le c tio n  o f Students

1. Maximum o f  tw elve to be inc luded .

2. S e le c tio n  to be made by c o n s u lta tio n  between students , 
p aren ts , c o u n se llo rs , te a ch e rs , p r in c ip a ls , and su p erin ten ­
d ents , using the fo llo w in g  as a guide:

(a )  Demonstrated in te r e s t  in  and a p titu d e  fo r  teaching.

(b )  Completion o f  Grade X I by students on the Senior 
M a tr ic u la t io n  programme.

N. B. -  Students who show q u ite  d e f in i t e ly  they are  
capable o f com pleting th e ir  work by the  
"normal" p a tte rn  should not be se lected  fo r  
th is  course.

(c )  Students o f In d ia n , Eskimo or M etis  background should 
be g iven  preference in  the s e le c tio n  process.

(d ) Competency in  E nglish .

The Programme -  ( F i r s t  and Second Phase)

Academic -  S o c ia l Studies 30 and English 30

N.B. Under new re g u la tio n s  in s t i tu te d  by the A lb e rta  
Department o f  Education in  c o -o p e ra tio n  w ith  the  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  A lb e r ta , i t  is  possib le  to  s u b s titu te  
courses o f a somewhat d i f fe r e n t  content in  p lace o f  
the re g u la r "30" courses. In  th is  way m a te r ia l more
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d ir e c t ly  a p p lic a b le  to the programme in  northern  
schools could be introduced fo r  th e  student teachers . 
One example a t  course adjustm ent is  the  p ro v is io n  of 
m a tr ic u la t io n  c r e d it  fo r  an Athabascan language o r  
Eskimo.

These courses would be taught on the  semester basis  
so th a t  students m ight be f r e e  from the school tim e" 
ta b le  fo r  extended periods o f  p ra c tic e  teaching.

P ro fess io n a l
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Courses designed to  develop e s s e n tia l concepts and s k i l ls  i n :

(a )  Language A r ts , in c lu d in g  E ng lish  as a Second Language

(b ) Elementary Mathematics

(c ) Elementary Science

(d ) Elem entary S o c ia l S tudies

(e )  P r in c ip le s  o f Teaching

I t  should be noted th a t students w i l l  probably be expected to  
atten d  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A lb e rta  during the summer o f 1970.

P ra c tic e  Teaching

The e n t ir e  period o f t ra in in g  would see tim e spent in  demon­
s tra t io n  and p ra c tic e  classrooms in  the Elementary Schools 
o f Y e llo w kn ife  o r  F o rt Sm ith, as w e ll  as some o ther  
T e r r i t o r ia l  Schools. Th is  p a rt o f the programme would be 
worked ou t between the "Teacher Education S ta f f"  and the  
p r in c ip a ls  and teachers- o f  the elem entary schools concerned 
and would be supervised by both.

S o c ia l and C u ltu ra l Development

Students in  the programme would be provided w ith  o p p o rtu n itie s  
to v i s i t  and observe s o c ia l and c u ltu r a l  environments 
d if fe r e n t  from th e ir  own by planned and supervised t r ip s  to  
c o n tra s tin g  communities and to  the southern centres  o f Canada, 
such as Edmonton. I t  is  a lso  planned to  have these students  
l iv e  under cond itions  p ro v id in g  g re a te r freedom and re q u ir in g
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more personal r e s p o n s ib i l ity  than th a t u s u a lly  provided  
£or Senior High School s tudents .

Location o f Course

The course w i l l  be g iven  in  Y e*low kn ife . 

Course Standards to be Achieved

To be successfu l in  th is  t r a in in g  programme students are
re q u ire d  to :

(a )  Secure a passing grade in  the English and S o c ia l 
Studies "30" courses on the A lb e rta  Departm ental 
Examinations o r approved s u b s titu te  courses.

(b ) Perform a t an acceptab le  le v e l  in  a l l  phases o f  the  
p ro fe s s io n a l programme throughout the t ra in in g  p e rio d , 
as judged by the fa c u lty  teach ing  the group. Those 
who show c o n s is te n t in a b i l i t y  to reach such standards  
would be advised to  change to some o th er programme i f  
something s u ita b le  could be found, o r would not be 
awarded a P ro v is io n a l Teaching Diploma a t  the te rm in a tio n  
o f the course.

(c ) The p ra c tic e  teach ing  performance o f these students w i l l  
be c a r e fu lly  appraised as the  course proceeds and a 
c le a r  dem onstration o f good teach ing  p o te n t ia l as agreed 
upon by the co -o p era tin g  teachers and course fa c u lty ,  
w i l l  be re q u ire d  fo r  those to be granted diplomas.

S ta f f

The programme w i l l  be tinder the general d ire c t io n  and super­
v is io n  o f  Mr. A. J. Dyer.

Diploma fo r  Successful Students

Students who complete the course w ith  acceptab le  standards  
w i l l  be awarded a N .W.T. P ro v is io n a l Teacher’ s Diploma, 
v a l id  fo r  not more than f iv e  years and e n t i t l in g  the teacher  
to  accept a p o s itio n  in  the schools o f the  Northwest 
T e r r i t o r ie s .  They would be ra te d  as having Junior M a tric u ­
la t io n  p lus one year t ra in in g  and would be paid according to  
the category so s tip u la te d  on the  c u rren t te a c h e r 's  s a la ry  
s ca le .
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Appointment o f  graduates to  teach ing  p o s itio n s

The successfu l students who graduate from  th is  progressas 
would be appointed to  re g u la r  teach ing  p o s itio n s  in  medium 
sized  o r  la rg e r  schools o f  the d is t r i c t  in  e lem en tary , where 
they would be under the su p erv is io n  o f competent and 
experienced p r in c ip a ls  and re c e iv e  the ass is tan ce  o f  ex­
perienced and capable teach ers . Care would be taken to  
assure t h e i r  placement in  lo c a tio n s  where t h e i r  c u l tu r a l ,  
and i f  p o s s ib le , l in g u is t ic  advantages may be best a p p lie d .

In » s e rv ic e  T ra in in g

During the f i r s t  year th a t these students a re  in  re g u la r  
classrooms p ro v is io n  would be made fo r  them to  re c e iv e  
s p e c ia l guidance and ass is tan ce  by teacher c o n su ltan ts , 
superin tendents  and o th e r a v a ila b le  competent s t a f f  members, 
so th a t th e ir  work w i l l  be su b jec t to c a re fu l and co n tin u in g  
support. This is  e s p e c ia lly  im portant as a means o f p reven tin g  
them from  s lip p in g  in to  bad teach ing  h a b its  which would soon 
prove to  be a serious ob stac le  to  th e ir  success as p ro fe s s io n a l 
teach ers . Seminars and work shops fo r  these "p ro v is io n a l 
teachers" would be h e ld  during th e ir  f i r s t  teach ing  y e a r , to  
provide them w ith  o p p o rtu n it ie s  to  discuss t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
and strengthen  th e ir  p ro fe s s io n a l competence.

C ontinu ing  Education f o r  Holders o f  P ro v is io n a l Teachers Diplomas

1. The course recorde o f  each student p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th is  
programme are  review ed w ith  A lb e rta  Department o f Education  
o f f ic i a ls  and the s t a f f  o f the Educational F a cu lty  a t the  
U n iv e rs ity  o f A lb e r ta  in  Edmonton before  p e rm itt in g  h is  o r  
h er e n try  to th e  programme. Th is  rev iew  is  to  e s ta b lis h  
beyond reasonable doubt th a t i t  would be possib le  fo r  the  
student to  continue h is  U n iv e rs ity  Education and th a t he or 
she would not be confronted  w ith  some academic b a r r ie r  a t
a la t e r  da te .

2. During the f iv e  year l i f e  o f t h e i r  P ro v is io n a l Diploma these  
teachers a re  re q u ire d  to  complete th e ir  Senior M a tr ic u la t io n  
plus one year p ro fe s s io n a l t ra in in g . This would be the  
e q u iv a le n t o f the  Ju n io r E c e r t i f ic a t e  s t i l l  he ld  by many 
A lb e rta  teach ers . T h e ir  diploma could then be extended fo r  a 
period  s u f f ic ie n t  to  enable them to  continue to  teach and 
fu r th e r  th e ir  u n iv e rs ity  t r a in in g  to the  p o in t where they  
could q u a l ify  fo r  th e  A lb e rta  Standard E C e r t i f ic a t e .
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3. Many o f  the  "lOO" courses provided a t  the u n iv e rs ity  would 
be s u ita b le  fo r  com pletion o f  Senior M a tr ic u la t io n . Th is  
would provide students w ith  th e  requirem ents fo r  e n try  to  
th e  re g u la r  u n iv a rs ity  programme and could be taken
a t  the summer session. I t  would be necessary f o r  students  
on th is  programme to a tte n d  summer session th ree  o f the  
f i r s t  fo u r summers a f te r  re c e iv in g  th e ir  N. W. T. P ro v is io n a l 
Teachers * Diploma in  o rd er to  complete the requirem ents fo r  
up-grad ing  w ith in  the f i v e  year l i f e  o f th is  Diploma.

4. Upon com pletion o f th e ir  Senior M a tr ic u la t io n  standing  
students then proceed to  take  the necessary courses fo r  the  
a d d it io n a l p ro fe s s io n a l t r a in in g  needed to  meet A lb e rta  
Standard E C e r t i f ic a t io n .  Arrangements have been made w ith  
the  F a c u lty  o f Education a t  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f A lb e rta  whereby 
some o f the p ro fe s s io n a l work done by these students in  
o b ta in in g  th e ir  diplomas counts toward th e ir  p ro fe s s io n a l 
requirem ent on the re g u la r  teacher education programme.

a
F in a n c ia l A ssistance

Such f in a n c ia l  ass istance  as may be necessary is  provided  
each student. A l l  c o s ts , o f  course, fe e s , accommodation 
and t r a v e l ,  are  paid  fo r  by the Government o f the  Northwest 
T e r r i t o r ie s .

A p p lic a tio n s

A p p lic a tio n  forms may be obta ined from T e r r i t o r ia l  High 
School C ounse llo rs , the  Supervisor o f Continuing and S pecia l 
Education a t  each Regional headq uarters , or from  Mr. R. J. 
Carney, C h ie f o f School Programs, Department o f  Education, 
Government o f  the Northwest T e r r i t o r ie s ,  Y e llo w kn ife . 
Completed a p p lic a tio n s  should be subm itted no la t e r  than 
March 15th , 1970.


