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Mr. Kevin Menlcoche 
MLA Nahendeh 
Fort Simpson, NT · 
XOEONO 

FAX NU. :1~b(b~~~~4~ 

rl1~8ITiJDJl!JlMf.i{T NO. 

\ Re: Open Doors Society Re--Location 

December 10, 2007 

Dear Mr. Menicoche, 

Open Doors Society 
Boxl~ 
Fort Simpson,. NT XOE ONO . · 
Pb: (867) 69S-3962 . 
Fax: (867) 69S-295S 
Pr-mail; opc11doors@airwate.ca 

N·.W.T 
LEGISLAT'. ,· 

FEB 21 2008 

Yellowkni e, , . w. T. 

Please find attached a copy of a letter and infom,ation package sent to the following: 

NWT Premier Floyd Roland 
Minister for Health and Social Services Sandy Lee 
MinidQr for Municipal sand Community Aff~lm ~nd 
Minister for Youth, Michael Mcleod 
Minister for Education, Culture and Employment Jackson Lafferty 
Health Canada Minister Tony Clement 
Member of Parliament Dennis Bevington 
Senator Nick Sibbeston 

We thank you for your support in this matter and greatly appreciate your assistance. · 

SiP-itk 
Open =ciety Anye - le > 

l 



FROM: 

The Honorable .... 
Minister of ... 

FAX NO. :18676953349 

Government of the Northwest Territories 
PO Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT 
X1A 2L9 

Feb. 19 2008 04:18PM P2 

Re: Re .. focation of the Open Doors Society Family Resource Centre 

November 10, 2007 

Dear Minister ... , 

The Open Doors Society Family Resource Centre is a non-profit community
based organization that provides early childhood programming ( ages 0-5) and 
activities for children aged 12 and under in Fort Simpson . Currently Open 
Doors is operating out of the GNWT-owned Dehcho Hall. Dehcho Hall is slated 
for closure by fall 2008, therefore non-profit societies such as Open Doors and 
the John Tsetse Memorial Library will have to re-clocate to new facilities. 

Open Doors has been running programs for the children of Fort Simpson for the 
past 13 years with great success. Th~ need for our society to find suitable space 
from which to operate is critical to our being able to continue to offer these 
programs in our community. The Open Doors Society is the sole community 
organization providing early childhood activities of this kind; in the event of our 
being unable to adequately re-locate, the society would be forced to close and 
terminate its programming, thereby depriving the children of Fort Simpson 
access to important educational and developmental opportunities. 

After having explored all matter of re-location possibilities we have come to the 
conclusion that there are no adequate facilities readily available to us in the 
community; we are writing to you in the hopes that you can assist us in some 
manner in finding a new home for our Family Resource Centre. 

Our community library, currently housed in Dehcho Hall like Open Doors, is also 
in a tenuous position, as it must also re-locate and no adequate facilities are 
currently open to it. 
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are no such properties available to us in Fort Simpson at the present time, or any 
other suitable properties available for rent, and our funds do not provide us with 
sufficient resources to acquire.a propecty of our own. As we are a government
funded non-profit society. we are unable to .receive bank financing to purchase a 
facility. 

We have identified a couple of possible options for re-location, however we are 
not able to access these based solely on our own resources. These are detailed 
in an attachment to this letter. 

The NWT Training Forum held in May of 2007 identified Early Childhood 
Development as key in fostering literacy and developing interest in learning and 
education in children. It is now clearly understood that the first years in a child 1s 
life are very influential in its future development; this is when the first stones can 
be laid in the path towards a healthy and successful life. The closure of the Open 
Doors Society due to lack of facilities would be a step backwards for the 
community of Fort Simpson, and a loss to its children. 

Attached is a brief description of our Society's history and programming. Should 
you require any additional information or have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact Anyes Fabre-Dimsdale at 867-695-3345 or by email at 
peregrine@northwestel.com . 

We thank you for taking the time to look into this matter and look forward to 
hearing back from you. 

Sincerely, 

Rosario Lloret 
Chairperson 
Open Doors Society 
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Open Doors Society 
Potential Re-location Options · 
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• Former building used for Stanley lsaih Supported Living Program 

• owned by Housing Corporation, currently vacant 

Favorable points: 

Drawbacks: 

- Large space with kitchen facilities
1 

- would need minimal alterations and upgrades if any 
- Next to eider's clusters, which would facilitate elder 
inclusive programming 
- Large enough to include joint programming with 
other organizations such as the Prenatal Program 

- High in maintenance and utility costs 
- No playground area 

Requirements for use of building: 

- Authorization from Housing Corporation 
- Assistance with monthly utility fees 

- Privately owned, available for sale, or lease to purchase 

Favorable points: 
- Located on large lot, sufficient space for large 
playground and construction of addition to building or 
storage space if desired 

- Large open space, sufficient to accommodate 
programming 

- Some minor renovations and upgrading needed, but 
funding is available to Open Doors specifically for Fire 
Health and Safety upgrades & renovations, probably 
sufficient to cover costs. 
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Questionnaire on Open Doors Society - November 2007 

- Results .. 

Please note; This survey was passed around Fort Simpson in the fall of 2007 to find out how 
satisfied the community was with the Open Doors Society and its programming. 
Although the Open Doors Society and the John Tsetso Memorial Library are 
completely separate organizations, Open Doors incorporated a question 
regarding the Library in its survey as we feel that it is a valuable community 
corvioo, c~pccially to the c.hih.J1tm ur Furt Simpson, ana are concerned about its 
future after the closure of Deh Cho Hall. We therefore felt it was important to also 
get some comrnunity feedback on this issue. 

Total households surveyed: 58 

0% • 0-6 14%- 7-12 0%-13-18 7%-19-30 50%-31u64 7% -65 and up 

22% unknown 

-75.4% Female 

Age Group: 

12.3% - 0-6 4,6% • 7-12 4.6% -13•18 • 32.6% • 19w30 39,5% - 31-64 

2.3% - 65 and up 24.1 % - unknown 

1) Do you agree or disagree that Open Doors provides important programs to the children of 
Fort Simpson? 

89% Strongly Agree 
0%1 Disagree 0% 

11% Agree 
Strongly disagree 0% Don't know 

2) Do you have a child/children who has/have participated in Open Doors programs? 

54% Yes 

3) Which Programs? 

Out of 58 households: 

Playgroup 15 
Pre-school 21 
Special Events 17 
I 

46% No 

Busy Bees 18 
Toy Lending-Library 24 
Super Saturdays 13 

4) ( Of those who answered yes to the above question) Do you agree or disagree that your child 
has benefited from this/these programs? 

90.4% Strongly Agree 9.5% Agree 
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0% Disagree 0% Strongly disagree 0% Don't know 

6) Do you agree or d_i~egn;;<:; thdl it i:,,, ir11µu1tant mat open uoors continue to provide this 
programming to the children of Fort Simpson? 

88.5% Strongly Agree 10.5% Agtee 
0% Disagree 0% Strongly disagree 0% Don't know 

6) Do you agree or disagree that it is important for Fort Simpson to have a village library? 

94.7% Strongly Agree 5.3% Agree 
0% Disagree 0% Strongly disagree 0% Don't know · 

Comments: 

Many of my friends who have children actively participate in all of the [Open Doors] 
programs and benefit greatly from the social activities of Open Doors. 

I believe all children strongly benefit from all of these programs. 

The village absolutely needs a library 

Developmental programs for children are paramount, especially in the North 

I have friends that use these programs 

Kids need a place to learn before they go to Bompas {Elementary School} 

Kids need books to learn 

The government should be working with the Village/Metis/Band Council to find space 
within their inventory to provide these two programs a facility (appropriate) to continue 
with this service. 

I don1t want the library and Open Doors to be shut down because they might not have it 
sgain. 

Open Doors is a very valuable & beneficial program that could continue at another 
location 

What will our grandchildren say about this decision in 30 yrs? 

In another location ( respondent not favorabl~ to Dehcho Hall) 

Readling is cool 
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Society devel~p~ent 
and growth: 

Main Funding source: 

Supplementary 
funding source: 
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Open Doors Society 
Family Resource Centre 

Fort Simpson, Nr 

Th.-. n.-.. ~-··· D,7 ._.,"" ,0..,,_; .. t.y .,, ..... ibtt:.. ~v -.11-;-1;,;f~l µu1 \,.:r n1,,; unu Lt1ulf' 
.f,;:imilio~ in Thi!'!> orQ',-Aih CU"loel <:f~.....--...1~pn"\...;,l'11t .:;,,( ll 1vi1 yvu1 I~ 

,-.hil,-l.-.~·n 1
-,,. '!»(-'ir i~1.1.-r, 1:.oclal, co9ri1t1vo_ana pr1yuu:a.il e.t,rl1t1e:;;,. 

_ 1 nn.'1 - Th'!:!' -e.!"~.:d::--=,n ;:;r, U ;..,; O;-=~n Ov;;.;r·..,;; 6-ci~tc:::t"y ·yva-5 · 
launch-,d on the initiative of prnfe33iont.1I~ from th~ nd, 
Cho Divioivnul DoQrd of Cdu\,,,~Uu11 1 3ul.iic:::tl ~~r Vlt;eS, Mll<.1 
the Puhlir. HP.~lth ne:i.r~rtmQnt Thoir eOr'H~QmC for 
c.;I 11JU1 '='' J c:111(1 ff'IFHr rP.r.nonml"ln (";t r.r,rt~ QT rlQV t"IOOt'i1no moro 

~upport lod to their oollaboroti-,,.c effort.) in formin9 the 

OpGn Doorn Society. 

The society is run by a volunteer board, with currently 2 
full-time.staff and 7 part-time staff. We are in the process 
of hiring 2 more part-time staff. Initially the board was 
composed of members from the GNWT Departments of 
Education 1 Social Services, and Health. Over the years 
the board grew to encompass community members, 
gradually leading to increased community involvement 
and less Department involvemant. Currently there are 8 
board members. The Society has now evolved to offer 
early childhood programming to all the.children of Fort 
Simpson. Its programming has expanded to better target 
specific age groups and continues to grow as new 
programs are developed as needs are identified in the 
community. 

11 Government of Canada 
w Public Health Agency of Canada: 

- CAPC program 

• Government of the Northwest Territories: 
- Department o.f Education, Culture and 

Employment 
.. Healthy Children's Initiative 
- Program Contributions 

1 
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· , Programming: 
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The Open Doors Family Resource Centre has been 
operating for 13 years with gr€:at success. At present 
time all of the children in the tmget age groups for the 
Busy Bees an~ Preschool programs (ages 3 and 4 
respectively) attend the progr~ms. This has been 
consistent for several years. For the 2007~08 school year 
this equals to 12 children in Busy Bees and 15 in Pre
school. The Open Doors SociHty is the only organization 
that provides early childhood programming and activities 
for the 0-5 yr age group in Fort Si~pson. 

~.... .: 

In the evenings the Toy-lendii19 Library Program for 0-12 
year aids, has an average attendance of 18 children and 
3 adults. Again, there is no other organization offering 
structured programming in the evenings to this age group 
in Fort Simpson. 

If anyibehavioral or learning disabilities are identified in a 
child attending program, Open Doors assists the parent 
or guardian in seeking appropriate care and help address 
the situation in any way possible . 

Average yearly births 
In Fort Simpson: 22 

11 Playgroup: 3 mornings a week, ages 6 and undEir with parents 

Goals: Social interaction for pMents ~nt1 r.hilrlren, provirt~ a s~fA caring 
atmosphere wjth age appropriate toys, foster sharing of ideas 
and communication among parents to-bulld on exlsting 
parenting skills. 

Busy Bees: 2 groups, 2 hours once a week without parents, age 3 

Goals: Social interaction, language development, and large motor 
activity 

• Pre-school: 2 Qroups, 2 ½ hours twice a week without parents. age 4 

Goals: Build on social skills. wnrk en school rA~rlinAss skills, motor skill 
dovolopmont 

2 
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■ Toy-lending 

■ 

Library: Wgekdsy evoningo from 6:30-0:30 pn,, drop-in for ag~~ 12 G111<,J 

under, 5 and under must be accompanied by someone 12 and 
over. 

Goals: 

Super 
Saturdays·: 

Goais: 

To provide an opportunity for kids and parents to interact with 
each other via games, toys, and crafts, to assist parents by 
demonstrating age appropriate games and toys, and making 
available toys and games for borrowing. 

Saturdays 1 - 3 pml drop-in for ages 6-12, 5 and under with 
accompaniment 

To provide opportunities for kids to learn concepts and 
encourage development of new skills through activities with 
cooking, sewing, painting 1 and crafts. 

Ope.n Doors Society Annual Special Events: 
(For all community children and families) 

■ Family Literacy Day 
■ Beavertail Jamboree· Kids games 
1111 Community Easter Egg Hunt 
■ Summer Family Swim and BBQ 
■ Canada Day Bike Parade 
• Halloween Party 
■ Cake walk at Christma$ Bazaar 
• National Child Day 
■ Christmas Party, in association with ·the MHtis Nation 

The Open Doors Society is often asked to participate in ce>mmunity special events 
such as Aboriginal Day, Canada Day and the Open Sky.Festival to provide activities 
and entertainment for the children of Fort Simpson. 

Additional Educational Activities: 

The Open Doors Society has promoted literacy and early childhood development 
with initiatives such as the distribution of literacy kits to all families of children from 0-
61 bringing in speakers such as Metis author David Bouchard to promote literacy to 
the community families, and the creation of program litera0y k~ts for all Kindergarten! 
Preschool, and Daycares in the Deh Cho. At all community events we hand out 
books as prizes. 

3 
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·Program fees: All Open Doors programs and events are free 

New Programming: 

Juniors and Seniors - The Open Doors Society is currently in the planning stages 
of programming to inqrease interaction between the community's young children and 
elders. This would be through such activities as storytelling, reading, sewing, crafts 
and games, helping to promote literacy, cultural awareness, respect and sharing 
between the generations. 

P~r~nting work~hopc; - We aro running monthly thcme-ba~ed work~hop~ for 
parents in conjunction with other community programs that target parents and 
children. 

Books in the home - We are planning a book in the home program for children 6 
and under. Via the kinderoarten. oreschool. busv bees. and olavarouo. families will 
OAt nnA rAriAtitinn ty(lA hnnl< r~r~mnnth. Thi,;: book will be ro~d -::.t o~cn ~ro9t~m 
followed- by a'h activity based on the book. The book will then be sent home with the 
child. . 

4 
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Lffdlu Kue First Nation 
P.O. JJox 469 Po11 Sin11,:-;un NT XOE ONO 
Pl.tvm;. (867) 69.S-3131 Fax: (867) l'S9~-2on~ 
T""'.- ••• , •• , • ~ ..... l't,jr,,,, ........... ··- ·-····· 

Decombor 121 2007 

Anyes Fabre .. Qimsdale 
Open Doors Society 
Fort Simpson, NT 
XOE ONO 

Dear Anyes; 

Re: LKFN Support for Open Doors Society 

Liidlii Kue First Nation. supports the Society's efforts to maintain preschool services in our 
oommunity. The ir-,,po~r'lbo of ¼.hie arc;,al""li.e.-,,+i~t-. i.:-. vi+.-,,1 ♦n nht" :,-n••r'llo nhflrl.·•--ro r,r,,.,.I v.r,,-...... 11 .... +•-.-:--°?'"-?' 

how important it is to take care of our vouna. 

This service has been and still is a venue tor young children along with parents to access in 
-do· .. ·..::.l,;;-,pi;•,g "'-~I ,li"' ~'V i..,"" n;.11;~\.fy-i~n,oi 1uui. vi 1iiu1 !';;II llt#t#U LU Ut:1 Li:lUYlll ~l et yuung age"'to soc1a11ze 
with othgr children on important oomponent to their development. 

LKFN wishes the Open Doors Society luck in accomplishing their goal of saving this important 
program anti we look forward to working with you in the future. 

Mahsi, 

~ ' -
Chi~gian 
Liidlii Kue First Nation 
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Open Doors Society 
PO Box 125 .. 
Fort Simpson~ NT 
X0E0N0 
(867) 695~3962 

FORT SIMPSON lv1ETIS NATION 
Box408 
I'\::, .. t Ol..u..,....,.:..:t.1..1.:, 1iT 

X0B0N0 

. . 1.:,-m.A.1.L lt~iU1}'.:>Ull_lllCll~~ttll Wi::tlv,lii'.1 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Open Doors Society has been in operation for a number of years in Fort Simpson, 
however due to the Dehcho Hall being torn down the society will be without a place to 
mn their programs by the summer of 2008. The community cannot afford to lose this 
program. 

The GNWT should be willing to help the Open Doors Society with relocation and funds 
to buy a building in order to continue the operation of the p.cogram. 

The Metis Nation of Fort Simpson fully supports the Open Doors Society in the quest for 
a new location and continuation of the program. 

Mashi Cho, 

1YlaJ,..u_J /#-Y· 
Marie Lafferty 
President 



November· 261 2007 

To whom it may concern: 

Romp.a~ El~m~ntai-y School 
.-..:i-,..s: ..-.~~~t!-1-<.. '!.l!!Sf~'J!1 1 1-.t 1, .•.-UL.: ~•l•H.,r

PI Irn1~· RR7 ~~~~-73.:'26 
r ax: 907-.-Q9G • ~!.8fJO 

I ......... n,; yuh.uu to write O letter of ~U}J}JUI l rut LI It: "Of.Jt:H J Dour .::;oc1ery. In 
Fort Simpson. I do go ok1rlly ond without hesit~tion. 

I am R nP.w Principal at Somp:as, and wa3 very impres5i;:;J vviU I t1 it: 
~nmmunity's support of iflp, r:hilrlron. In fact o,,e the fuuuurn., I came 
to Fort_ Sir:nnRon was the Busy Baeo and pro-school proQram~ 
vm::i t;:LI uy u 1~ ··oµen uoor t>oc1ety". 

From a social and academic sense, these programs greatly aid the 
children in their development and also in their successful transition 
-into the school system. I also like the involvement of the parents in 
their chHrlrAn'~ nrnnr~mt'Y'linet .-:iln.-.o ~.,;-4-1,.. .J.l,.,.~ r- .. ,r~-1. --··· .. ··•~- 1 •-f"' ..... ~, , ....... 

are offered. 

In my 20 some years in the North, these types of programs are sadly 
missing and only a dream in most communities! 

Lets keep these great programs at_ the "Open Door Society" a realityl 

Your sincerely, 

C·e_~· L-~-~ L~ 
---- [-:> ( 

Chris Kingsbury, Principal 
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. . 

DEHCHO DIVISIONAL EDUCATIC)N COUNCIL .. 
Box 376, Fort Simpson, N.W.T. XOE ONO 

712 5 9 

November 221 2007 

To WHOM IT MAY CONCE~N: 

Open Doors Society 

Over the past decade the Open Doors Society has provided a much needed service in 
the community of Fort Simpson. Families have received s~pport from various programs 
available through Open Doors. As a result of their consistent program delivery over the 
years children are well prepared to enter their formal education at the age of five. Staff 
at the elementary school in the community notice the readiimss of children who have 
engaged in Open Door programs. 

Like many Pre-school programs, funding is limited. Througn support from the 
community the-program is able to continue. Since its inception service has been offered 
out of Dehcho Hall, the building that houses Aurora College1 Education Culture and 
Employment and the Dehcho Divisional Education Council. A decision by the 
Government of the NWT to close Dehcho Hall and move occupants to a new facility did 
not include a space allocation for Open Doors who now face the challenge of finding 
available space in town and space that is affordable. · 

Open Doors faces a difficult situation. In the next few months they must secure 
affordable space or shut the door. If the program were to end it would be a great loss to 
the pre-school children and their families. The support for Open Doors by the Dehcho 
Divisional Educatlon Council is demonstrated through the offering of the charity lease 
1?ince the program began. The Council continues to see value in the program and offers 
support for it to continue. 

The Open Doors program should be considered an essential service to the families in 
our community and for that reason we offer our continuing support. 

Mahsi Cho 

~t~:} Dd\-u.J~ 
Martina Norwegian 
Chairperson 
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a home 
Open Doors Society turns to. termorial g Jvernment 
· tor help with relocation 

by R~nna T/Jompso11 
Norlhcm Ntl"Ml $1:trvi= 

ur~m Ku~F-ort lilin~n 
The OpetJ Dc,or~ Society Is run1-

ing tn the te.rritol'itl govcni~m for 
help. 

The society i$ one of the ao. 
pmfit organizmlorti th:it l'lr~ ~ur-

rently housed il°I Deh~ho Fiall in 
Fon SiropsorL With the govemmenc 
building schcduJed Jbr i:losurc by th~ 
end ot' 20D&, I/le society i~ lookiog 
fur ;i,;~i~ttnce to lind II new home. 

Too $0tjccy 11ce<l.~ <!":.: : • .:.,. lh 
mo-.e iBID• :i new ~l""-..., ~ An'je!; 
p~.l)imsda:li!. u facility conrol!-

news ]ta., . 

imt fot i:oo wciety. . 
the society teeeive.s fundi J8 t()r 

rheit progr;11n:; from the foden l gov
ernment lllnlu~h the Publi~ ; :.esJzh 
Ag~ncy of Clln:ldn lllld fro: , the 
, ":-i·•wi~I govC1'l'llll~nt throut11 the 

Dcpartl'(ICnt of Ed~11don, C JllllTC 
~d Einpluymen1, Neither fl ncling 

w !\,. 111 ,nr ES 

source supplitll llll:lney for fucllities. 
The ll!;~umption ~ th~t the SOi.'i• 

ety will opi:r,i~ in a tent,.ftce fucll. 
lty, said Fahre-Oimsd~ Cunc.o.tly 
the 50Ciety only M'li jlllll!Ori;,J files 
atcbelr.tll 

Children's progra11ns· at stake 
~ from ~ 3 territorial govet1u11eol has a 

1 I\\$PQTmbility TO pr<lV~ fund-
\ K.11owing that th~ hall ing f0s: I.he 1rnllsinon fot a 
:O\lld cl02, members of the numbtr of reasons. 
. ociely'$ board have been c:ni;. The govemment funds rhe 
ially looking l'oi- I\ new looa- J;oCiety·~ programs so th11y 
ion for about two }'W$ ;md mutlt thiuk chi! ~ it does is 
:cepped up the process to an imponanc, sald R1hre,Diros-
1ctlvc SL>a.n::h in Septcmbci: &le. Oovcrnmcnt offk-iafa 
;o far the .$ei~h hus not been 3.1$0 1.alk.ibout the impom.nt\! 
:rwtful. of early c;hildhood education, 

"There 3/'el'J'l ~ whole lot whkh is whut the society ptO
,f oprion3 ln Fort Simpson," vldes, she uid. Fll\i\lJ)', 1hc 
mid Fabre-Dimsdale. govetlllllCllt 1$ putting Open 

Wi~h their .---~-----, DOOtS Sotiety in 
:urttot reSOUr!:l!l; thi~ poii,ion by 
~re is nowhcro "T ) b. cloallls tll.t build, 
:or the satiety it 'S a zg illg, Fldw•Dim$-
:o . inovi:, she resource ~J~ mid, 
;aid. There m Without tr1111-
10 facilities fOt for the sirional help 1)11;! 
:~nt that march pro~ain could 
:he progrum's COtnmunity/' close. 
-e4lliremi:nts 11nd i'he situation 
lC:Call.S6 lht!y a~ '-•--•••r' i~ lonl.;ng p~ 
1on-profit the grim fol' 11\'' Afle 
l()Ci~Jy doesn't have fundg to 
)\l)' wi ~110V.\te ll focility, 
1.ud F.ilire,Dim~11le. 
:u~a-1:~;~~~ ii.c~~~::i 
3c:Ji,1tn'lm•4? CA •~U.S:.r ~n,I.. ilft¥ 
(ll'O!!'Tllm~ ~ h11m,o in :\ tlitt,.,.. 
:tit government building or 
;,rovi~ the funding needed to 
p11rtha~ p property, 

"Wt:'re ttying to get the 
&OVernm~nfs l'!ttention on this 
mattet," said FabM•Oimsdll!c, 

Members of tht Open 
Doon1 Society :irg~ tbllt the 

S;l.id. 
Sopportecs ot llli:5 wcety 

,,,<IJI Th<tl ;1· ir ,•lA1,.•j,1,\' ;~,. mhol. 
,,,,un1u111tl,l,I u,111 !1•,•1 ,lu• lnvv 

"l, i"vvl\k> ~IJWClllluis yc,,u. 
,,u.n't.£"""1,w.J,.,1.o,,.,.....i..~1u11n: 
Mmmuni;;,', F"o~ &r II.A 
iler() to fiv; nge group," S!lid 
rabre,Di~thll!, 

The l:!w.y Bet,!~ .1nd Prc
~hool pto2rams .lfe. the only 
ones ot clieir kind in the vil
lage for three ro fo1U-year-ol&, 
$lit,! ~,1id, Through the To}' 
Lending Libtaty, cb~ 40ciety 

:ilso offm the only $!:nlCtured 
progr.unming nvuilable in the 
evening& fut child~ up to 
age 1.2, Fabre-Dimsdale said • 

Open fQr the ,Past 13 ~r$, 
every foui.lly in tbe village 
h.u u.~d the socl&y :l.l rom~ 
poi11c. s.ud Val Good.ton, ll 
mcmoot or t)le society. 

The thoughc of losing the 
$or;i~'s progtat11$ upsets 
m,mypcoplc. 

"11 !'!!lilly ~CS ine Wc-.llllie 
l have; u~~d this progl'am," 
S11id Connie McNab. 11 board 
llllallber. 

Chance to aociali:z~ 
A lot uf" p;lmlts. includiug 

young n10Thets, that otherwise 
wouldn't meet, oome to the 
pl'\)E•411l$ to socializt.. Mc:;N.ib 
said.. 

"Ic's a big ~iouroc fut the 
community," she ~d. 

R~1sie Browning, artother 
boatd mflmhcr, $ilid she chal
lenge$ the govetn1lll!'nl to 
,,_,.u th~~· ~cJn.~.u-1 ..,..'"--• tMi.r
f'll'V"".,. h,• 4" 9\M"l"ft" ~ •twH.:--
1,.'llll\lliWll O\lu1.11LlU1L 

""Thr;:ir;: b bV llllWli \I.) IU..'!ll, 
.r.A!d,Rr'T"hT\\ns;i, 

TM wid~r community 
also suppoits the ~ety, said 
Fabre-Dimsdale. A illrvcy 
distributed by !he society WiS 
CQmplmd by 55 households. 

On11 hurv,ircd per oent of 
the resp011dc:1ns agrei:d «iat 
Open Door.; pl'QVid~ i1-.0.pott· 

The Ocen Doors Soeiatv it; lobbvinl:! for l:!ovemment help sn thP..v l"'.Jln ~ 
open and continu3 to provide prog~/1l$ svch as pre-school. MemMl'S·of 
pre-school ptoitf'a•11 are ~een here going on a nature walk and inelude, ft 

left, front row: Wuren C/i, Ryan Browning and Grace Day; middle row: Ste1 

MGW Lacrosse an:/ Mya Wrigley; back tow: Abigail Pascua-Matte, coordim 
Tin9 Ve,ge and Ju ·1e SalJOurm. 

&llt fltOS~ to the ..:Om
munity ;md tb.it it'i imp, ,mint 
£0~ oorv;.oH to e-w\.~,.U.n,. Jil:M:. 

said. 
~vin Menicocllc, the 

MLA tor lh~ N~hendcb 5llid 
he SUppt>rU the sooe )' in 
Cbtir goo.I of gt!ltini t ·o111si
clonal fundlog from lh~ P,OV· 
Cl'lUYIC.11.L 

The govcmmcnc is Cl•.:isios 
che h3.ll bllt hJl.~n•t pr,:.ri~ 
trn11sition11I p!llnnin~ to : 1)y of 
rile l\Oll·gOVettul:\lln[ !llJU~ 

he~d. 
"It'$ not =lly f~ir ro l~v~ 

them our in the cold;" said 
Menicoche. 

"l'v= nlWll~ s11ili govcro- the soci~ and lbe other r 
mem are the ones llw ~t gov=nt mpnmrlons. 
&i.i '-A&W"~ ...... U, &J..,.., 1unl 'TI"' O1,Anl Dvvl> Ova.., 
they ~houldri'i disown them is also scll.dhl.'.; J.etreri c 
o~L" number .if mini~ at t 

Finding anothct !lOVCtJI· the terriIOriill and fcdeRI I 
ment building to move the tmment level.l:-
society into or giving assist- With m eviction diltt 
ruice to locate grant money fall 2008 the society m 
;ire 5ome options, said Men- an wwet qulcldy !IO lht!y 
ic:odi!. stnrr to prepme tbcir pi 

"I'm not suie bow far we Fabte-.Diinsd;)]e said. 
coohh)," hlallid. "Wr: need IO know r 

M=~icoche said he sent n ' SN.'fI'I.'' said Fab.rc-D.itnsda 
\euer of Sll\lPOl'i to Jackson Jacl.'.S011 l..atterfy, !he r 
Laffet1y, !hv lllln~I~ of Edu- i:itc:r of Educ.scion, Cww~ 
tiltiun. Cullur!l lllld EmplQY- Employment was unavail 
mcin, lobbying ou bellrilf of 10 tomm1m~ ori lhl;\ imic. 
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NWT Training F_orum Yellcwknife, Nwr - May 2---3, 2~07 

'T'h~ ~nxrr Tr-.a1TI1rtO "R/\T"l1tt"I tl\l\t-- :rfo,...~ 1T\ v~ll,•m,lr-1'11-t~ t'\1'1 "1.,fo.\, ,_·'.t ')(107 AttPnilAF>!i: 1ndntlM 
l -.;p1 t:iStill~c1U. Vt:i:S ur AlJu11~1m1l ~UVtillllllti.Ull:i., lllUU~U y, llUll ... ~U V~l.llllltml.w. l.Jl gw11"'4l10lliS:, 

educators, and federal and territorial governments-

The Forum was organized by the Northwest Territories Dept.rtment ofEdµcation, Culture 
and Employment. in orderto·build partnerships and improve coordination and outcomes in 
education and training across the NWT_ The expected outpul was a well-defined framework 
for joint collaboration ro' achieve substantial sustainable progress in adult training and 
education. 

-The group identified nine key .focus areas: equity and accessibility; creating a foundation for 
learning; labour supply and demand; funding~ standards; community needs; partnerships; 
culture of learning / changing mindsets; and social issues_ Fc·r each key focus area, they 
identified a strategic vision, indicators of success and recommended actions. Finally, they 

':J 

chose prioritY, ~ions and created 11 tlmeline for the expected substantial completion of each 
priority actio:ti 

The following priority actions were identified: 

2007 
-...... . ., 

• Create opportunities to share information among partners (i.e. networking, 
newsletters, regular forums and regional events). 

~-· • Lobby for appropriate resources and investment in early childhood education ~
~ (pre-K-12) to build a foundation for success_ 7' 

• Create an inventory of organizations willing to partnt;r (include visio~ mandate, and 
current and future activities). 

• Establish a process for identifying education and training needs in communities in 
consultation with the communities. 

• Enhance-literacy strategy to build strong partnerships with community, Aboriginal 
government and industry. 

2008 
• Create an inventory of available training programs and supports (such as funding 

and child care) and post the information in an accessfole manner. 
• Identify sources for community communication and information-sharing and 

communicate with them appropriately;• 
• Create an inventory of economic opportunities in the communities. 
• :Educate communities on the importance of career prc,gra.m plans. 
• Ensure that there is a fuU .. time qualified adult educatc,r in every community. 

Page2 
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Nwr Training Forum Yellowknifal NWT..:.. May 2-3t 2007 

Key Focus Area_#2: Creating a Foundation for Learning 

Strategic Direction 
Explaining where we want tl1 he 

We as partners·will contribute to our vision of a 
community where all residents are literate, lifelong 

learners supported in a culturally relevant environment 
to reach their learning potential and equipped with the 
skills to achieve their personal goals and contribute to 

society. 

Success will have been achieved in this key focus area, whe/1. ... 

. . . all residents are literate . 

. . . 100% of students are reaching their chosen academic potential 

... all people have the requisites necessary to enter the work place . 

. . . th~e is· complete job satisfaction . 

. _. lifelong learning is· accepted and respected. 

-Jb· ... all children are encouraged and supported by family/community to achieve their academic ~ 
·n-- potential. 

} .. children see the value and relevance of education to their future. *· 
We ea,, go part way in achkvJt,g tlii~ ... 

2.2 ... by lowering pupil/teacher ratios. 

Substantial completion: December 2012 

2.3 ... by teaching parents how to keep children in schoc,L 

Substantial completion: December 201 O 
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NWT Training Forum Yettc,wknife! NWT - May 2-31 2007 

Key Focus Area #6: Community Needs 

Strategic· Direction 
Explaining where we want to be 

We as partners will focus on education and training 
that meets the needs of communities. That includes 
community-based training with the goal of retaining 

·ood attracting ·people to communities. 

Success will have been achieved in this key focus area, when ... 

]k ... communities have capacity . 

. . . education ~d: training are accessible in the community . 

. . . we focus on small communities as a priority. 

: .. there are increased economic opportunities (i.e. a mixed ewnomy) . 

. . . training is~·based on community needs . 

. .. there is an attraction/retention strategy. 

We can go part way in achieving this ... 

6.1 ... by establishing a process for identifying education and training needs in 
communities in consultation with the communities. 

+ 
1.11 ... by conducting community learning needs assessments. 

Substantial completion: December 2007 

6.2 ... by creating an inventory of econoiµ.i~ opportunities 'in the communities. 

Substanti3:l completion: December 2008 

OTHER SUGGESTED ACTIONS/ ACTIVITIES: 

6.3 Develop and implement a training and retention plan in each community. 
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