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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1981 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. George Braden, Hon. Tom Butters, Mr. Curley, 
Ms Cournoyea, Mr . Evaluarjuk, Mr. Fraser, Mr . Kilabuk, Hon. Arnold Mccallum, 
Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. MacQuarri e, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Noah, 
Hon . Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Sayine, Mr. Sibbeston, Mrs. Sorensen, 
Hon. Don Stewart, Hon. Kane Tologanak, Hon . James Wah-Shee 

ITEM NO. l: PRAYER 

-- - Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): The Chair would like to acknow l edge in the gallery, 
Agnes Semmler. 

---App l ause 

The orders of the day for February the 17th, Item 2, replies to the Commiss i oner•~ 
Add r ess. 

ITEM NO. 2: REPLIES TO THE COMMISS I ONER'S ADDRESS 

Mr. Fraser. 

---Applause 

Mr. Fraser ' s Reply 

MR. FRASER: Mr. Speaker .. . 

MR. PUDLUK: No jokes, no jokes. 

MR. FRASER: ... I do not know why there is a big applause but I take it with a 
grain of salt. I, too, Mr . Speaker, would like to we l come our two new Members 
on the Executive Committee. I t hink it is about time that they decided to 
join the people from the West here. We can always use these wise men from 
the East. I am glad to see them in there and fighting. I do not know if they 
are fighting the right way but we will find out i n a year or two . 

Mr. Speaker, I have nothing prepared . I am j ust like Mr. Butters here. I have 
got a bunch of paper laying all over and I will see if I can sort it out some 
way or another. I would like to speak br i efly on some of the po i nts that have 
been raised in the Assembly and the finance committee legislative meetings. 
Like I said, I have noth i ng prepared. I just have a bun ch of notes. I notice 
that in ou r meetings when you throw in a few punches, not too many bouquets -
I imagine they will come later once we get things corrected. 
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We went over the auditors' report this morning and it did not l ook too good. It 
has not come to the House yet, but I do not know what is going to happen when 
it does come to the Ho use. Briefly, I would like to say a few words about it. 
They have an animnl over in the Rae Lakes called a revolving store or revolving 
fund for a revolving store which I have never heard of before. It has been in 
the budget before but they have X number of dollars to sort of run a store and 
they keep asking for more money every year. I am just wondering if they have 
the same finance management at the Housing Corporation because they are a l ways 
in the hole too . 

People More Directly Involved Should Appear As Witnesses 

We went through the auditors' report and found it very interesting. The peop l e 
directly involved with the problems sho uld be brought before this Assembly to 
answer questions. It was or.e of the recommendations that came out of the meeting 
this morning, and it was agreed that we would try to get some of the people 
involved and iust have them answer questions rather than have Mr. Nielsen, who is 
the head of the Departme nt of Finance, answer questions. 

Some problems came up this morning with oil deliveries in the Arctic by some of 
the Members from the East. They asked Mr. Nielsen what happened to the oil that 
was spilled in Pond Inlet or Pangnirtung . He does not have a clue. He does not 
even know where it is. So I think that we should get the peop l e that are 
directly involved with the management anyway and bring them up before this 
Assembly and have them answer questions and maybe this would not happen again. 
We have failed to do that in other years. We have just let Mr. Nielsen or 
Mr. Parker say "Well, you know, that has happened and we will correct it next 
year." If we get the people up that are directly involved, we might have 
different res ults. 

Upgrading Assembly Offices 

I would like to touch briefly, Mr . Speaker, on that six t h floor. I am not 
finished with that yet. We have had some pictures in the paper of the office on 
the s i xth floor and the office down in the Cunningham building. Unfor t unately, 
I was not sitting in that chair. If I was, I would have been sitti ng on an 
apple box just to make it look good, but I was not able to be there. I have 
assurances that they are going to be corrected, but they never said whe n or how. 
Before this session is over, I would like to know just how they are going to 
correct that situation. 

I realize that the Executive Members have to have a dece nt place to work, a nic e 
atmosphere. They are dealing with the public at all times more tha n we are 
but at the same time, they are forgetting that we are all in this boat together, 
and I think we are going to have to look at things. I do not know. Maybe they 
will let us use their office if we have to on ce in a while. I have not asked 
them, but they might. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Sure. 

MR. FRASER: Arnold Mccallum would not mind , anyway. 

- -- Laughter 

Financial Assistance, Organized Caribou Hunts 

One of the things that has been bothering me, Mr. Speaker, is a quest i on I as ked 
in the House -- I think it was on the 6th or 8th of February -- of the Mini s ter 
of Renewable Resources on caribou hunt s . I got an answer back from him, a nd 
there was something like $31,000 spent on caribou hunt s and $27 ,000 of tha t we nt 
to the Yellowknife area . Now, at the Eighth Assem bl y we ha d t he same probl em. 
We may not have the s ame Minister in charge tod ay as we had t hen but we still 
have the same directors and staff that maybe s hould have informed hi m tha t t he r e 
was a motion made in May 1978 , Motion 19-65, by my se l f : 
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Whereas most of the funds al l ocated for organized caribo u hunts is spent in the 
Yellowknife area; 

And whereas other communit i es are in need of ass i stance for organized caribou 
hunts ; 

Now therefore, I move that the Legislat i ve Assembly recommend to the Commissioner 
that the financial assistance provided to organized hunts be more equa l ly 
distribu t ed among the communities requestin~ such assistance. 

That mot i on was passed, Mr. Speaker, and they assured us that this would happen, 
but apparently i t has not . Out of $31,000, $27,000 is still ~oing around the 
l ake . I t seems to me that the government is somehow forgetting that there are 
other communities besides the Yellowknife area. It has bugged me for a long 
time and until it is co r rected, i t will keep on bugginq me. They have a store 
in Rae Lakes and the people from Rae go out there to buy food be cause i t is 
cheaper in Rae Lakes than it is in Rae. People in Fort Franklin use it . They 
have a commun i ty hall i n Snare Lake and t here is nobody living there. I do not 
know why they have a commun i ty hall there. 

When I was in Spence Bay I screamed for a community hall. If the community 
wanted to have a gathering, we had to throw all the trucks and tractors out o f 
the garage and let them run outside whi l e we had a party and then put them 
back in when everybody went home, but here they get a community hal l with no 
problems. There are not too many people at Snare Lake . I am going to check 
into it yet anyway . They have a commun i ty hall i n Detah, a big complex in Rae 
and I th i nk it is time that some of this money that is so freely divided, I 
would say, in the Yellowknife area, be put out into the communities where there 
are other people. 

Lack Of Communication 

Mr . Speaker, another thing I would like to sneak on is communications. We talk 
so much in the Northwest Territories -- when · somethinq goes wrong, a lack of 
communication, a lack of communication . You hear that all the time, and i t 
comes down to typographica l errors when it comes before the House, but it is 
actually a lack of communication that we see. 

So many times, not only people from the Eastern Arctic - - I imag i ne oeople from 
the Eastern Arctic experience this more than people in the Western Arctic· --
so many times they have taken a sick woman or a sick child out of the community 
and that child needs treatment, and they say you cannot treat it here because 
it has got to have treatment somewhere else. So, a plane comes along, a nurse 
takes the child and away it goes. He l l, three or four days , maybe a week has 
gone by and nobody is heard from . The woman is sitting at home, if it is her 
child, the husband is sitting at home if it is his wife, wondering what is 
happening to his wife. Had that been one of the RCMP or a Hudso n 's Bay man 
whose wife was gone, he is going to find out the same day or next day what is 
happening to his wife and where she has gone . But in the case of the Inuit and 
the native people in the North, they just have to sit home and wait and hope 
that everything turns out all right. 

Case Of The Coup l e From Spence Bay 

This is a proven fact, Mr . Speaker. We have had peop l e come out of Spence Bay 
-- a woman was sick and went out with a cut thumb, and t hey said they were 
taking her to Cambridge . Somebody came from Cambridge the next day and said 
your wife is not in Cambridge, I saw her getting on a plane going south . Do 
you think we could find out what happened to that woman? No way - - and all she 
had was a cut thumb. Apparent l y they sh i pped her out to Charles Camsell because 
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blood poisoning had set in. But t hat i s not the oroblem, the problem is that 
that person at home shou l d be notif i ed that his wife had to go out to Charles 
Camsell, and he would feel a lot better . He could tell hi s kids , your mother 
is out in the Charles Camsell Hospital and we will hear f r om her in a day or 
two, but nothing is said, and this guy is going crazy . Well, it so happened 
that that guy was so frustrated, they had to take him out. He was s i ck. They 
did not know what was wrong wi t h him, but they f lew hi m out to the Charles 
Camsell. He and his wife were both in the Charles Camsell Hospita l for a week. 
She came back to Yellowknife on a Monday, he came back on a Tuesday . The plane 
did not leave for Cambridge Bay, it only left once a week then, on Saturday. 
They were both in Yellowknife here fo r five or six days . One was living at 
that end of town, one was l iving at this e nd of town . They had both been in the 
hospital together . They were both in Yel lowknife f or a week together. They did 
not know whe r e each other was until they were getting on the plane to go back to 
Cambridge Bay , two weeks later. 

Two-Way Rad i os I n Hosp i tals 

Mr . Speaker, I came up wi th a suggestion -- I have no education but these peop l e 
that are supposed to be runn i ng this Department of Health are supposed to have 
educat i on, but I do not have any -- however , I came up wit h a solution tha t 
mi ght solve t he problem, not only for people in the West but a l so for people in 
the East . They have a l ittle gadget out now that you could carry around in 
yo ur pocket called a radio, and it is called a two-way radio . I think you can 
talk back and fo r th -- I am not sure -- but you can ta l k back and forth. I had 
a meeting with Dr. Martin, who is in charge of northern health I believe, and I 
suggested to him that he put a two-way radio in the Charles Camsell Hospital , 
one in the Stanton Yellowknife Hospital, and one in the Inuvik Hospital. 

Now, nearly all of these se ttlements, or all of these trappers that are out on 
the land or are in the settlements have two-way radios. They can communicate 
to people in the bush. They should be able to communicate to their relatives 
in the hospital. All they would have to do is set up a schedule for a certain time 
of the night or i n the day and talk back to their relatives at home . You wo uld 
be surprised how fast that patient might get better if she knew that her people 
were all right at home, her kids were all okay. She might get out of the 
hospital a lot faster than she would by sitting there worrying and the doctor 
does not know what is wrong with her, because she is probably just a worry wart. 

These people are only human, Mr. Speaker. They have the same feelings that 
everybody else has and like I said, if it was one of the white peoo l e, they 
would be either gone with their wife or they would find out the next day what 
was happening to her. But they do not seem to have any consideration for 
people who are sitting at home wondering what is happening. I hope that I can 
get some results . I am going to let Dr. Martin look at it for a while. He 
has sent me a l etter and he has assured me that he is -- he wrote a letter to 
Mr . Schellenberg in Inuvik and I do not know if Mr. Schellenberg is his boss 
or what he is, but it seems to me like he is asking Mr. Schellenberg's permission 
to put these radios in there. I thought Dr. Martin was always the boss -- but, 
I am going to l eave it with him for a while. I am not going to let the issue 
die . I am going to push it as far as I can and see if we can get some 
communication back to the people in the settlements . I th i nk it i s only right, 
Mr. Speaker, that we have some communications with people in th e hospitals and 
not take hearsay back to the communities and say, well, your wife should be out 
tomo r row, maybe the day after, I do not know . 

I have another little book here too, a little bl ack book -- your name is not in 
here either, Lynda Sorensen. 
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MRS. SORENSEN: Good thing. You are too old for me, Mr. Fraser. 

MR. FRASER: Do not knock it. 

---Laughter 

Skidoo Accident In Fort Good Hope 

Mr . Speaker, I would like to briefly po in t out a few things that I t hink may 
be of interest. Some of the Members might have experienced the same thing . 
There was a skidoo accident in Fort Good Hope when I was there. I was asked 
by the person involved in the accident -- apparently he was driving down main 
street and a skidoo came out of a street and ran right into him, hi t him and 
he was just about killed. He went under the truck and they had to pry him 
out of there or they had to get him out some way. It damaged the truck a little 
bit, I saw the truck. I asked them if anything is being done about it, and 
I do not think there has been anything done about it, but apparently that man 
on the skidoo that ran into the truck was an RCMP. 

I asked a few questions as to what happened, what were the results of the 
accident, and they said nothing happened. The RCMP was chasing somebody -- they 
do not know who he was chasing, but he was chasing somebody. Had that been 
anybody else, Mr . Speaker, I think they would have been charged with careless 
driving. I have not mentioned it to the Minister, but I am going to mention 
it to him and see if he would look into it for me, but this has happened so 
many times. We have problems in communities that the people never hear about 
and it is kept pretty quiet. I am not about to throw anything under the 
carpet, Mr. Speaker. If I hear of something that has happened in my community, 
I am going to bring it out, whether they l ike it or not . Most people do not 
like it. They do not like to be accused, for they never do anything wrong, 
but I do not believe in that myself. I do not know what else I can talk about . 
I am just about running out of breath anyway. 

MR . SIBBESTON: Sex. 

MR. FRASER: That is a good subject, Mr. Sibbeston. 

---Laughter 

I was coming around to that. I was going to show you this cheque I got here, 
for ... 

---Laughter 

Maybe I will table it, Mr. Sibbeston, and you can all have a look at it. 

Norman Wells Pipeline 

We have people l ooking into the poss i bilities of building a pipeline into 
Norman Wells. The Dene Nation -- sure they are up in arms about the pipeline 
being built. I do not blame them. They are looking for some assurance that 
they are going to get compensation out of it, but really, the fight should 
have started years ago, not now . The fight is starting now, when maybe it is 
too late. The way the federal government is trying to operate, they are not 
going to get gas from the provinces. The only place that they can get it 
now is in the Territories, and they can get it whether Mr. Sibbeston likes 
it or not, but they can make their own rules and get what they want -- gas, 
oil, gold, minerals , anything they want out of the Territories . This is the 
only place left that they can do it. 
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Like I said, the fight started too late . The fight shou l d have started years 
ago. The Dene Nation i s trying to do it now and the peop l e in Yel l owknife 
sho uld have done it when they f irst opened up the gold mi ne there. That is 
when they should have started getting a f ter the federal government for some 
compensation. 

AN HON . MEMBER: I was not around then. 

MR . FRASER : Yes, I was around then, but I was not worried about it. 

-- - Laughter 

MRS . SORENSEN: 1935. 

MR . FRASER: 
rea ll y . 

do not think the Dene Natio n i s trying to stop t he pipeline 

AN HON . MEMBER : Be careful. 

MR. FRASER: They want some assurance that they are going to benef i t from the 
oil that comes out of there. That oil was fo und i n 1921 by a native an d there 
again, he had a sample of it in a jam can and gave it to a white ma n an d then 
it was al l l ost. So they opened the oil we ll in Norman Wells and now they 
say "We ll , we found oil " but actually i f it was known who found the oil , it was 
not the white man that found the oi l but Imperial Oil has possession of it. 
If they could assure the native groups and the people of the Territories that 
they are going to get something out of that pipeline, I do not think that is 
too bad a thing. I think the Dene Nation and their native groups would go 
along with it, and the ot he r people . 

Territories Should Reap Benefits From Resources 

We have been 
another four 
have our own 
Territories . 

sitting here now for two weeks and we will be sitting here for 
weeks trying to get money out of the federal government when we 
resources in the Territories that we could be using to run the 

We do not need their money . 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Hear, rear! 

MR. FRASER : Their money is our money. It belongs to the people in the 
Territories so why should we have to s uck hole to Ottawa to get money . Give 
us what we have got, what we have had before and let t hem have James Bay or 
whatever they want to take . They can have the rest of it . 

I think, myself, that the fight started a little bit too late and these r epo rts 
that they are doing are only a cover-up because all those repor ts t hat they have 
done in the last year have all that information. That informat i on was brought 
out two or three years ago and I personally think that all they are holding 
those meetings for is just a cover-up and say "Listen, we are trying to find 
out whether it is going to be any good f or the people, what it is going to 
do -- damage the ground or damage the life in the Territories . " They have 
that information. That information was had long ago, two or three years ago 
an d that is on l y a cover-up, I think, saying that "We ll, we have done a survey 
on this and it is going to be okay. Nothing is going to be da maged . " 

Personally, I think the way the government is operating in Ot tawa -- they do not 
seem to care what the people of the Nor t h think, and I do not know what we can 
do to stop them. I truly th i nk that they could have some consideration and 
say "Well, we will give you so much a barrel or we will gi ve you t his and 
give you that." They are not trying t o give us anything. They say "We are 
going to build that pipe l ine and that is it. Forget it f ellows. " 
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Now, if something can be done about it, I do not know what, but I would like 
to see some compensation and I think most of the na tive groups want some assurance 
that they are going to benefit from it rather than have to wait until it is all 
gone and then say goodbye . 

Mr . Speaker, I chink I have touched on just about everything that I wanted to 
touch on . I am not an educated person. I cannot sit up here an d blah, blah, 
blah for an hour with a written piece of paper because I do not have the 
secretarial knowledge like my colleagues to my right here. I try to sneak a look 
at their paper to see what they are writing first . 

---Laughter 

Well, saying that, Mr. Speake r , thank you very much . 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Fraser. Replies to the Commissioner's Add ress. 
Mr. Sibbeston . 

Mr. Sibbeston 's Reply 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to speak today, on the last day that 
it is possible to speak. I have waited until now partly because I wanted to 
attend the Dene Nation regional meeting and the Hire North review meeting in 
Simpson last week. Those meetings provided a good forum because there were 
leaders from most of the communities in my area, and it was a good opportunity, 
more or less, to be in tune with what they were thinkinq and the issues that 
I sh ould raise. 

Since the l ast sessio n in Frobisher Bay , there have been qu ite a number of 
things ha ppening in my constituency and I am pleased to say that most of these 
things have been positive although there has been one big major neqative thing, 
which of course is the EARP, Environmental and Assessment Review Panel decision in 
January. 

Shortly after the Frobisher Bay session , a large community meeting was held in 
Simpson abo ut alcohol problems in the community and the area . I spoke yesterday 
and expressed some of my fee l ings on the s ubject when the Liqu or Licensing Board 
people were before us. I want to again public ly thank the Comm i ssioner, John 
Parker , for coming to the meeting and for understanding and being prepared to 
mak e a dec i s i on and thus reacting positively to the request, particularly to 
the native people at the meeting. 

Results Of Workshop On Liquor Problems In Fort Si mp son 

For the native people of Fort Simpson and the area, it was an eventful day. The 
band council in Simpson and the people in the area had talked abo ut the liquor 
problem for about two years and it was only la st fall that they were organized, 
they held their workshop with some money from social development and were able 
to make a very effective presentatio n to the Commissioner and the Liquor 
Licensing Board. As a result of this meeting, the Commissioner imposed 
restr i ctions on the liquor store hours and the amount which each person can buy 
each day, and already there is evidence of beneficial r esults of his decision. 
I spoke of some of these yesterday which have to do with fewer oeople being 
picked up by the po lice for be in g drunk, l ess injury as a result of drinking, 
and it has certainly helped the native leaders in the community feel that they 
can affect government . 

Unfor tun ately, the Liquor Licensing Board has not made a decision to date, and 
Mr . Pugh indicat ed yesterday that the decision would be forthcomina l ater this 
week, and I and my constituents look forward, hopefully, to a positive decision 
from the board. 
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Native Persons El ected To Village Council 

Another thing which happened in Simpson is the village council elections in 
early December. Members may recall that last January or February, I had made 
a statement that the village council, as it was then constituted in Simpson, 
did not represent all of the people in town because at the time, of the seven 
members on the council, only one was a native. The band council this fall 
decided to become involved in the village council and of eight persons running 
for positions , five were native, and I am pleased to say that two native persons 
were elected and one non-native. So the village council, with the small i ncrease, 
is vastly improved, and we look forward to the next election to get more native 
people on council. 

Another matter which I can say is a positive thing is the matter of highway 
maintenance between Fort Providence and Fort Simpson. Members may recall that 
last winter when the budget was being discussed, when the Department of Public 
Works was discussed, I raised with department off i cials the possibility of the 
department re-examining the way in which the highway maintenance was being done . 
I suggested to them that the government ought to consider doing the highway 
maintenance with their own forces and hiring native people. I must say that 
the DPW officials have taken my suggestion seriously and during the course of 
the summer, had an independent study done to see how local people could become 
involved and benefit fro m the highway maintenance. 

Highway Maintenance To Involve Native People 

As a result of this report, DPW has agreed in princip le to negotiate a contract 
with the Dene corporation in Simpson to do 100 miles of highway maintenance. 
One portion will be done by the DPW forces and another portion will be put out 
to public tender. All of this, I believe, is better than an Edmonton company 
doing work without any native people being hired, with o nly one person from 
Simpson being hired. So I commend Mr. Pilot and his officials for their good 
work. 

Band Council Setting Up Economic Development Corporat io n 

The band council in Simpson is setting up a corporation and this is their vehicle 
to get into economic development. I must say he r e again that the band has had 
good co-operation from the Department of Economic Development and To urism, 
partic ularly the officials in Fort Sm i th. Ja ke Heron, who until recently was 
the regional superintenden t, has gone to the Metis Development Corporation, but 
during his time there has done excellent work in providing information to the 
band, encouragement and mak ing the area economic development officer available 
to the board. 

It seems oftentimes that there are programs in place, that t he re are officials 
who are in place, and for a variety of reasons things do not mesh. In this case, 
it seems the right chemistry was present and so the band was able to set up a 
corporation and get some work from the t erritorial government. 

Another event which was, I think positive, was the visit of Mr. Butters and 
Mr. Rod Morrison, his Deputy Minister, t o the Simpson area. As a result of 
th i s meeting to Simpson, Jean Marie River and Fort Liard, the people of Jean 
Marie River in particular, are being helped in getting t heir sawmi l l back into 
operation and also getting a summer, or an all weather, or a fair weather road 
to the main Mackenzie highway, which is about 17 miles away . 

It was interesting, when Mr. Butters was in Jean Mar ie River, when we ta l ked 
about government -- I had the chance to talk about territorial Assembly and 
government and I think people were surprised to know that Tom Butters, as a 
government official, really had to become a government officia l in the same 
way that I became elected. I indicated that we were all elected, but Tom Butters, 
I guess, went on to better things and became a Minis ter . During our di scussions 
I told them that there were some Dene Ministers and people, I think, looked 
f orward to seeing Mr. Nerysoo and Mr . Wah-Shee come to see them and talk about 
some of their local concerns. 
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Issues Raised At Dene Nation Regional Meeting 

As I stated at the start, I attended the Dene Nation regional meeting in Simpson 
last week and this meeting eventually went on to review Hire North act i vities . 
A number of issues were raised and I will just go over some of the hi ghlights. 

One of the interesting things which came out of that meeting was that I, as 
their Assembly Member, apparently was not vocal enough on issues. The group 
from Fort Providence, in particu lar, thought that I had not really done very 
well in representing them or speaking out on issues that concern them. So, I 
did promise to do better in that regard. So, in respect to the people in 
Prov i dence, Members may re ca ll that thi s past fall the people of Fort Providence, 
particularly the band council, took steps to shut down the Horn River access road 
to all but non -lo cal residents. The Providence people took the position that the 
Horn River area, which is a good hunting area, which has lots of geese , ducks, 
fish and moose, was their area and they did not look too kindly on people from 
other communities and certainly people from the South comi ng into t heir area. 
People felt that their rights were being encroached upon and this government 
was not doing anything to look after their interests. So, it was because of 
this that they took steps to just physical ly shut down the road and try to not 
have people go into the area. 

I understand this prompted Hr. Parker and Renewable Resources officials to meet 
with the people and I take it from this, it resulted in an outpost grant, where 
some of the people in Providence were able to get out into the bush this winter. 
I recently received a letter from the chief of Fort Providence , Mr. Bonnetrouge, 
stating that the outpost camp is successful . There are approximately 38 people 
who are out on the land hunting. The people now are thinking of establishing a 
community centre and perhaps even a school and are as king that a teacher be made 
available so that the children there can be taught. 

Teachers For Bus h Camps 

Whi l e on the subject, I should say that when I was recently in Fort Liard , I had 
an extensive visit with the schoo l authorities there and in Fort Liard the school 
attendance rate is only 28 per cent . Most of the kids are out in the bush a nd 
it was thought that perhaps a program of having teachers go out to the large bush 
camps might be an answer to education of the kids. So, in Fort Liard and in Fort 
Providence, I think government officials should look at doing something. I think 
it is encourag ing that people are going back to the land, and in places like 
Providence this is one of the only economic alternatives, and government, I think, 
should be encouraging and supportive of this. 

Anot her matter which was raised at the regional meeting was that of having a 
Liard Valley authority. The idea of having a Liard Valley authority to control 
all economic development in the Liard Valley is not a new one. It has been 
raised a number of years ago when the highway, Liard highway project was being 
discussed and when the Hire North committee was set up. At that time peop l e 
thought that it was a bit premature . Now, however, it is going to be about two 
years before the Liard highway is finished and we expect that the Liard highway 
will open up that whole area. People are concerned that they have some in fluence 
and some s ay and a certain amount of contro l in what happens in the Liard Va l ley. 
I undertook to notify this House and also to write or speak to Minister Munro, 
when he comes later in the month, to see if the federal government will be 
prepared to set up a Liard Valley authority . 

Hire North Review Meeting 

As I said, the regional meeting extended into the Hire North review meeting . 
The main concern that arose when Hire North was discussed was that of management. 
Communities ' leaders felt that there were serious management problems in Hire 
North and people have asked the Hire North committee to replace the project 
manager when his contract terminates in May. One of the things that was expressed 
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was that Hire North was set up wi th the idea of training native people and 
eventually having nat i ve people take over the whole Hire North project, and I 
think people were frustrated with the fact that there were not any native peop l e 
who were working at the highe r levels of t he Hire North operat i on. It is thei r 
hope that a native person can be got to rep l ace t he project ma nager. 

The Hire North meeting also resu l ted in criticism of the Hire North office in 
Fort Simpson . People were aware that there was a high turnover a t t he office 
an d that there i s generally low morale in the office. I had written to 
Mr. Butters in this regard and he has assured me that there will be an 
independent study done of this, and I look forward to this being done in the 
next fe w weeks . 

One matter which was brought to my attention, not at the meetings I attended in 
Si mpson, has to do with Trout Lake . Apparently, Trout Lake is turn i ng green. 
No r mally, of co urse, Trout La ke i s bl ue . Tr out Lake , just for peop l e ' s 
information, is a l arge lake 100 miles south of Simpson . It is 36 miles by 
approximately 12 miles . Apparent l y, since this fall, for some reason , the 
water has begun turning green and people have qui t drinking it ; peop l e are 
us in g s now now for dr in king water. They have, apparent l y, to l d some gove rn ment 
of f i cials a nd they , in turn, have suggeste d that t hey not drin k it. So, I do 
not th i nk it is just their imagination, as i t were, that the water is turn i ng 
green. There seems to be some evidence of it being either some algae o r else 
somebody putting some dye into the water . 

Optimism Among Leaders 

So , as Members can see , the r e have been a number of, I th in k, positive and 
encouraging things happeni ng in my constituency. There is a certain amount of 
optimism among the leaders, that they are able to affect government. The 
Commissioner and Mr . Butters have been around and during the time they have been 
arou nd, have been responsive to people and this i s very enco urag in g . It is t his 
sort of th in g that makes people think that it is a good government, that it is 
their government . So, there has been some start let us say, as it were, in 
Dene people recognizing this government as their government. 

In all th e issues that I mentioned, be it the a l cohol or native people getting 
into business, there are always two sides to the story . In a place like 
Si mpson, the populatio n is approximately 60 per cent native and 40 per cent white 
and up to now, altho ugh native people have been i n the majority, they have not 
rea ll y been listened to by government. They do not hold positions of power and 
they certa i nly do not have the control of the businesses in the community. 
White peop l e, although fewer and in minority, are very vocal and have held to 
date, most of the power positions in the community and as nat iv e people are 
trying to get on their feet, this of course is being challenged and results, 
sometimes, in some differences of opinion and some tension. However, I think 
th i s is to be expected . Let me just say that the people of the silent majority 
in my area are very determi ned and are taking definite steps to get on their 
feet . 

The Dene people have come from a traditional way of life. They are going through 
great changes, adapting to community living, living among white peop l e and as a 
res ult of this, there has been a great deal of soc i a l disorder, drinking and 
demo r alization. I thin k now, after many years, peop l e a r e beginning to come 
through this, particularly the young people and they see what has happened and 
there is some optimism about the future. In a sense, they are f i ghting back . 
Whereas some peo ple might say that the native people are beginning to fight 
with white people, it is not that . It i s just that the native people, in a sense, 
are fighting for their rights. 
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Views On EARP Report 

I would l ike to turn now to the EARP r eport on the Norman Wells expansion and 
oil pipeline . Mr. Speaker, I and the majority of my constituents are dissatisfied 
with the decision and I must say that I have also been dissatisfied with the 
territorial government's reaction to date. When Mr. Braden reacted to the 
announcement, I thought that he was acting a bit prematurely wi thout a great 
deal of thought and in the January 23rd issue of News/North, Mr. Braden is 
reported to have said that he was gratified that the report contained directly 
or indirectly many of the recommendations put to the panel by the territorial 
government. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not have the same view of the report and I will express why . 
Let me just say that from the very onset of the EARP pa nel being set up, native 
people were very suspicious of the panel and I think this s us piciou s ness has 
been confirmed . In many ways, the report now is just another obstacle that 
native people have to deal with before they get their just land claims. 

Some Members, particularly those from the East, may not have heard about the 
EARP report. The report concludes that a pipeline can be built without damage 
to the envi ronment and the people but, however, Esso must make some more 
env ironmental stud ies and the government must get more ready, in a sense, for 
the project. In s i mpl e layman ' s lang uage this is what the report s a id . The 
report goes on to say that the pipeline should not go ahead until 19 82 at the 
earliest so these problems or deficiencies can be cleared up. 

Issue Of Lands Claims 

The way that I have dealt with the report is first ly, from the vantage point of 
my constituents, what was said by the peop l e in my constituency and were these 
concerns answered by the panel. The second way I have dealt with it is what 
was said by this Legis l ative Assembly and whether the panel satisfactori l y 
dealt wi th th ese concerns. For lack of time, I wi ll deal primarily wi th the 
i ssue of land c laims and hope that there can be a debate on the report later 
during this sess ion . Now, when the panel was in my const ituency, the dominant 
theme or concern was that land claims ought to be settled before any pi pe line 
is built. 

The other main theme was that native peop l e needed time in order to get on their 
f eet and this was the posit ion of the c hiefs of Fort Liard, Fort Providence, 
Wr i gley and Si mpson . People generally were annoyed at the fact that gove r nment 
officials were coming a round again to talk about pipelines, just three years 
after Berger had made his decision. I recall being at Simpson when the panel 
was there and hearing people, particu l arly nat iv e people , saying that if a 
pipeline were to be built, there would be social disruption. There would be 
more drinking and demoralization of people . Peop l e were aware of this possibility 
because a number of years ago, before the big oil pipeline was to have been built , 
Simpson experienced a bit of a boom sit uation and even this in itself created 
a lot of social disruption. 

Caut i ous At titud e Towards Development 

It is only now that people are getting over this . Native people and wh i te 
people are now getting along better and so it seemed as if the whole issue of 
pipeline was again going to revive all of the social problems and the tension 
between native pe opl e . It seems this time around that the village was being a 
little bit more cautious in its position whe r eas before it seems the village 
or groups like that were concerned for any deve lo pment, without great 
consideration as to whether there would be benefits . Now it seems, in this case, 
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the village took the position that if they were to benefit, then it would be 
okay. 

Now, when I spoke to the panel in Fort Simpson, I concentrated my remarks on the 
law of aboriginal rights as it related to cases in the North. I referred to the 
Paulette caveat case where Judge Morrow concluded that aboriginal r i ghts may not 
have been extinguished down the Mackenzie Valley despite the fact that the 
government had made treaties with the Dene people. I also referred to the Baker 
Lake decision pointing out the extent to which the court had recognized aboriginal 
rights. My hope was that the pane l would have some understanding of why people 
wanted their aboriginal rights settled before approving a pipeline. The people, 
in eff ect, were saying that the land and the resources were theirs, that they 
did not give it up to government, and I wanted to provide some l egal background 
to show that these statements were not just hollow or unfounded positions, that 
there is certainly a moral basis to what they are saying and some legal basis 
to their claim. 

No Great Need For Jobs In Fort Simpson 

Another point that I had stressed before the pane l was that in Simpson there is 
not any need for more jobs. Hire North hires all the people that want to train 
and work and you know, in the wintertime there is even a brush clearing crew 
hiring l abourers, so certainly in the fall and winter there is not a great need 
for jobs. In the summer, in the past few years, t here have been a great many 
fires. Forestry has hired al l the available people. So in Simpson and the 
area, there is not a great need for jobs . Hunting and trapp in g in the area has 
been reasonably good in the last few years . So it is not a situation where 
people really need jobs and look to the pipeline for work. 

Now as to businesses, there are very few local native people in business and 
I guess as native people, what they are saying is, "We are not goinIT to benef i t 
by the pipeline so really why should we sup port something that we are not going 
to benefit from?" So, indirectly, there may be a few jobs and people realize 
that there may be a bit of work for a couple of winters but I think people do 
understand that it is not going to be a lifelong job for them. So this i s what 
was said by people and what I had said at Simpson before the panel. 

Now, as you know, this Assembly has passed a motion in respect of the Norman 
Wells pipeline which is to the effect that it should not go ahead until 
substantial progress is made and that the Dene and Metis people in the 
Mackenzie Valley are satisfied. 

Position Of Panel On Land Claims 

I would like to now deal with how has this EARP panel dealt with the posit i ons 
as outlined. Now, on the question of land claims, the panel says that it is 
a po l itical question, so the panel should not make any recommendation on it. 
In its closing comments, the panel does talk about the importance of l and claims, 
so it seems to have some understanding of the issue, and I appreciate the views 
of the panel in trying -- they appear to have some understanding of it, but in 
my view their pos i tion is not good or strong enough for people of the North. 

In my view the pane l is not realistic in thinking that between now and 1982, 
there will be sub s tantial progress on the land claims settlement. I feel that 
the panel should have allowed until at l east 1983 or 1984 before the pi peli ne 
was to have gone ahead, and in this regard you just have to look at what ha ppened 
with other native groups in the North to see that these negotia t ions take a great 
deal of time and that you just cannot get them resolved in one years time like 

0 



( 

L 

- 435 -

the panel hopes. You just have to look at COPE and see the number of years that 
they have spent i n trying to reach agreement. They have reached one agreement. 
Now it seems they are at a block as the federal government has changed its mind. 

You also need to just look at ITC . They just started a few months ago and now 
it seems that they are not getting anywhere. You have to look at the Dene Nation. 
The Dene Nation, I take it, has been ready to negot i ate with the federal 
government since September or October and the Minister has promised to appoint 
a negotiator, but to date, none has been appointed. So, it seems you cannot 
even get started, let alone come to some conc l usion . So, it is for this reason 
that I really feel the panel is naive in thinking that in just one years time 
there will be subs tantial progress in land claims. I think the panel is, 
perhaps, well meaning but naive and in my view, because of this, they have sold 
the people of the North short, particularly the native people in the Mackenzie 
Valley. What I would have li ked to see the panel recommend i s a clear statement 
that there ought to be no pipeline until substantial progress is made on land 
claims and the parties agree to begin. 

No Onus On Federal Government To Settle Cla ims 

I would have liked to see the panel show the same kind of understanding that Judg e 
Berger did when he put out his report. I would have liked to see the panel say 
to the federal government and al l the people of Canada that the northern people 
have a just · claim and right to the lands and the lands have not been given up 
illegally. That is the sort of thing that I would have liked to see the panel 
do and there would have been some onus on the federal government to sett l e 
these rights before they went ahead with a pipeline. 

Because the panel has now just recommended that there be a one year delay and 
no condition that land claims be settled first, there is no onus on the federal 
government to bargain in good faith . There is no onus on the federal government 
to get on with land claim negotiations. So, because, I feel the panel did not 
go far enough, did not really comoly with the wishes of the peop l e in my 
constit11ency, did not comply with the wishes of this Assembly, I consider that 
we are , in a sense, all threatened and certainly the native people are threatened . 

It seems as if we are go i ng to get into a situation where, despite what native 
people say , perhaps desp i te what this Legislative Assembly says , the federal 
government will just likely go ahead when some of the environmental issues 
are resolved. If they were to do this, they would, i n effect, be saying 
to the native people and other people in the North, that you really do not have 
any rights to the land and the resources, and what you say or think is of no 
consequence . I can te ll you, Mr. Speaker , that this will do great damage to 
the morale of native people and their leaders who are trying, I believe quite 
desperately, to get on with land claims . We in the Legislative Assembly, we 
native people who are in this Assembly and non-native people who are in this 
Assemb l y who have some understanding and some sympathy for us, s hould not 
stand by and let this happen . I think we should go down fighting and I 
certainly intend to fight to the bitter end, as it were. 

Economic Stimulus Not Needed 

Now, in regard to the jobs and economic viability, the report says the project 
wi l l provide a needed economic stimulus to the Mackenzie Valley, and I ask, who 
is compla i ning now down in the Mackenzie Valley? Certainly not anyone in ~y 
const ituency and we are in the heart of the project . There is no one that 
is crying . There is no one that is saying very loudly that some impetus or 
something is needed to get the economy mo vi ng , at is were. I can say that 
business in places like Simpson is not booming, but people are surv i vi ng and 
making a living. People are not becoming millionaires, but they are making 
a living. As I said, there are enough jobs for everybody and people in our area 
do not look down the Mackenzie Valley, as it were, for their f ut ure . People are 
looking southward s, towards the Liard Valley for their future . So, I think it is 
because of all this that people in my area are against the pipeline because of 
land claims and because there is no present great need for jobs an d stimulation 
of the economy. 
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On another point, Mr . Speaker, that I would like to touch on briefly and that 
is that of the resource revenue sharing . It seems on this point this government 
has fared a bit better. Like the land claims issue, the panel felt the matter 
of resource revenue sharing was a political issue, but st i ll the panel suggested 
that a trust fund be established by the Minister and that all the moneys that 
would accrue or go to the federal government ought to be placed in this trust 
fund for dealing with, or for sharing out with this government eventually 
when some settlement or some agreement can be reached. 

I feel, again on the issue of land claims, that if this recommendation does 
not go ahead -- and this is a central issue of great importance to all people 
of the North -- again, I felt t hat the pane l should have said no pipeline until 
resource revenue sharing agreement has come about between the federal and 
territorial government. 

Justification For Federal Government Through Panels 

I have come to the conclusion that because the EARP panel did not satisfactorily 
deal with a number of very important issues to people of the North, that there 
is no use, there i s no purpose in having EARP hearings in the North in the 
future. The federal government, it seems is using this forum to get what they 
want. Any time a company wants to set up or do a project, it seems the federal 
government has not gotten into the practice of establishing EARP reviews. It 
seems that this i s just a justification for itself without ever dealing with 
the more important issues, such as land claims and resource revenue sharing . 

I intend to make a motion in this Assembly, in this session, to take the 
EARP report, in the sense of a task and to consider also the legal opinion 
that has been provided to this Assembly by our Law Clerk and see what steps 
we can take, as I said, to deal with the recommendations and have our own 
position on how we ought to deal with the Norman Wells project and other 
projects that arise in the North. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to say again that I am very pleased with 
some of the things that are done by the territorial government in my constituency. 
The government has responded positively on a number of occasions and on a 
number of issues . Native people, who up to now have been in a sense the 
underdogs or in a disadvantaged position in our society, are as a resu l t of 
government responsiveness making some progress. 

Native People Taking Rightful Place 

In native people taking steps, it seems we sometimes fly in the face of some 
non-native people who feel threatened by seeing native people rise up . In 
this regard, I ask for patience and understanding by people, and white people 
should not see it as a threat but just native people trying to take, in a 
sense, their rightful place in society and play a more meaningful part and 
involveme nt in t he society. In this way, I feel that all of Canadian society 
becomes better and you a l so have more respect for one another. Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. The Chair would like to recognize 
Mr. Herb Norwegian, the vice president of the Dene Nation. 

Further rep l ies to the Commissioner's Address . I would like to get a s hort 
one if there is one available so we do not have to break the speaker for 
coffee break. We have got about 15 minutes. Mr . Appaqaq, is that about the 
right time for you? You have the floor, Mr. Appaqaq. 
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Mr. Appagag's Reply 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First of all, I would like 
to say thank you to the Executive Committee, the new Members of the Executive 
Committee. I am glad that there is somebody native that is sitting on the 
Executive Committee. Also, I hope that you will continue to have native groups, 
native people, involved. 

I am very happy that when I was in the Frobisher session -- I mentioned something 
about corrections. We have seen quite a few problems concerning these 
corrections in my constituency, and I have been informed. I am not only speaking 
for myself but I am speaking for my people. The reason I am mentioning that 
is because I have kids who are growing up and I would not like to have them 
have problems in the future. 

It is a known fact that Inuit an d Kalumuk, white man 's way of life are completely 
different. The Kalumuk, white man, has a saying, stati ng that as soon as you 
are 19 years of age, then you are adult. That is not the Inuit way. I just 
want to inform you that Inuit and Kalumuk people are completely different. 
The Inuit traditional law of life is not written down. I know a long time ago 
there was no material on whi c h you could write on even though Inuit people 
have t heir own traditional laws. I also know that Kalumuk people do not 
believe in the tradit ional laws that Inuit people have because it is not written. 
I am just going to summar i ze maybe wha t I said before. There was no paper to 
write on when you were living in ig loos. There were no papers except the Bible 
and even in t he spring, even though we were out with the animals, t here was 
nothing to write on. 

Unwritte n Traditional Laws 

I am also concerned about the Nunavut proposal, that if we do get Nunavut, 
maybe they can start writing down the traditional laws that should apply to 
Nunavut. I also want to mention one more thing concerning the traditional 
laws, part of the traditional laws, because I was not suppor t ing one of the 
laws that young kids, young teenagers, like now, even though me, I am an old 
man now, seems like that I still have my parents, and they stil l look after 
me, even if I am a bad person. So, while there is still l ife, I cannot go 
against them . I was mentioning this unwritten traditional law, that I have 
been informed of since I was a child, which was put to me, eve n at the point 
wh ere I was just born , like may be , if I had that problem, who would be looking 
after me? This unwritten t radi tional law is what I am going to be following 
up now in my parents' own life. That is a true fact. Even if you as k a question 
to these r eal Inuit people, they will still tel l you the same thing. 

That was what I wanted to say to you concerning unwritten traditiona l law, and 
I do not want to make it too long . I am very happy that when I have first 
mentioned corrections, and all the rest, now I am finding out that it i s going 
to be t here in the future, and we are also thinking about this unwritten 
traditional law. Thank you. 

---Applau se 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Appaqa q. How many more speakers will I have? 
Could you indicate by your hands? One, two - - well, the re is no way that 
either of you will be done in 10 minutes, so we will recess for 15 mi nu tes 
for coffee . 

---SHORT RECESS 
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DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Fraser): The Speaker recognizes a quorum. The next reply 
to the Commissioner's Address, Ms Cournoyea. 

Ms Cournoyea's Rep_l.t 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Commissioner, honoured Members of the Assembly, honoured 
guests . First of all I would like to congratulate the two new sacrifices to the 
Executive Committee . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Not dead yet . 

MS COURNOYEA: We will see how you will burn. I would like to comment briefly 
on a few issues that affect the lives and future of my constituents, and how they 
affect the Territories as a whole. It appears as if we are well in to a new era 
of federal-territorial conf l ict which may well set the tone for the remainder of 
this Assembly. I t might well be that we are in the bitter struggle, and I think 
we should be prepared for that. It will be the task of this Assembly to 
determine our goals and our course of action for the Northwest Terr itories . 
Although we may be e ng aged in the federal-territor i al disputes, we must never 
lose sight of, or forget , our own jurisdictional responsibility, nor cease our 
endeavours to improve upon our performance in this regard. 

Some of the events which indicate to me that we can expect f urther disintegration 
of federal-territorial relations -- I will . mention a few as an illustration. 
The Minister of Indian Affairs and North ern Development, the Hon. John C. Munro, 
has recently ind i cated that he is not prepared to honour Canada's commitments in 
the Canada COPE agreement signed in 1978. Such an action is deplorab l e and 
should not be to l erated by this Assembly or any other person in this society . 
The Minister of Aborigina l Rights and Constitutional Development, James Wah-Shee, 
has written to the Minister of Indian Affairs indicating his concern with respect 
to the Min i ster's actions. 

High Praise For Minister 

I would like to personally commend the honourable Minister and the Executive 
Committee for their position. In my conversations both ins i de and outside 
government , I have heard nothing but the highest praise for his letter and for 
the way the Executive has exercised their responsibility in this matter . Although 
the action by Minister Munro on December 24th will cause great turmoil and 
disillusionment among my constituency in particular, it also has tremendous 
implications for the other native groups in the Northwest Te r ritories, this 
government, and the whole policy for the North . 

The settlement of land claims has been fundamentally necessary for the rational 
economic and constit utiona l development of this territory. With Mr . Munro's 
breakdown of the federal responsibilities in negotiating land cla i ms settlements, 
there can be no security for development . Dome Petroleum can no longer be 
assured their interests can be protected, nor can they continue to expect peop l e 
to operate co-operatively in the Beaufort Sea. Every developer in the Northwest 
Territories must be having the same apprehension. On December 24th, when the 
Minister sig ned his letter to Davey Steuart, he set back the development of the 
Territories to where it was a deca de ago . 

Public Hearings Useless 

Although the federal government has shown it is unprepared to deal fairly and in 
good faith with matters of the Territories, they have imposed on us a never-ending 
parade of public hearings sponsored by civil servants. These are nothing more 
than an excuse for doing what they want and pretending we are involved. Since 
the inquiry of Justice Thomas Berger we have been consulted to death by these 
civil servants. We have had the EARP hearings on the Norman Wells pipeline which 
make recommendations which will not be followed. We have had a green paper on 
Lancaster Sound as a result of an EARP process, which is an insult to the public's 
intelligence, and now, we have an EARP hearing starting up in the Beaufort Sea . 
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I n the Mackenzie Valley we said everything to Berger. There is simply no excuse 
to keep asking people t he same questions over and over again. The green paper on 
Lancaster Sound was a joke . It cost half a million dollars . It was one year 
late . It did not address the question it was supposed to and turned out total l y 
useless. I think it is time for th i s Assembly to tell the bureaucrats in Ottawa, 
we are not interested in any more of these useless hearings. 

--- App l ause 

This Assembly and this government must take charge of the responsibility for 
planning and developing the Northwest Terr i tories . 

MRS. SORENSEN: Hear, hear! 

MS COURNOYEA: We cannot any longer be passive participants in the strategy of 
the Department of Indian Affairs bureaucrats. 

MRS . SORENSEN : Hear, hear'. 

Secretariat To Deal With Federal-Territorial Matters 

MS COURNOYEA: This is so fundamental to the successful development of the 
Northwest Territories that I recommend that we give consideration to instituting 
a secretari~t reporting to this Assembly to deal with the federal - territorial 
matters. It is just not good enough to have these important matters broug ht to 
the table by hurried motions. The function of the secretariat would be to 
invest i gate and report to this Assembly on those aspects of the functioning of 
the Indian Affairs jurisdictions in the Territories . Thank you . 

---Applause 

MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Replies to the Commissioner's Address. Mr . Patterson. 

Hon . Dennis Patterson's Reply 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Like yo urself, I am going to 
rely on a bunch of pape r s on my desk, and I promise to be briefer than I have 
ever been before, which is not saying much. 

---Applause 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Promises, promises . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to j ust raise a 
few constituency concerns first. Perhaps the most urgent concern in Frobisher 
Bay is the further deteriorating problem of the cost of living, and particularly 
as it re l ates to air carriers, which we depend on . I know that this is a concern 
of other Members. Mr. Curley has spoken of the problems in the Keewatin. 
Mr. Evaluarjuk recent l y complained about disastrous scheduling involving the 
passengers, particularly the women and children, who have to travel between 
Hall Beach and Iglool i k on Nordair. 

I would like to briefly comment on the cost of air travel. I am not going to 
speak a great deal about division today because we are scheduling debates in the 
future, and my views have perhaps been forced upon people ad nauseam. I cannot 
help but complimenting, in a very backhanded way, Northwest Territorial Airways 
for the great contribution they have made for promoting division in the Northwest 
Territories . When they applied for the Frobisher-Yellowknife route, we were al l 
pl eased with what seemed like a reasonable air fare, which made it more economical 
than going via the South . It seemed to , although steep, take into account 
that a northern carrier has certain burdens to bear. That air fare from Frobisher 
to Yellowknife, and vice versa, was $420 . 
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I think th e exis tence of that service encouraged commerce between Frobisher Bay 
and Yellowknife and encouraged socia l commu ni cation between the two points . 
I particularly, as one who had to spe nd some time in the West , was quite happy 
to inves t my own money in bringing family members over here for me e ting s . 

Sudden Increase In Ai r Fares 

Now that the service seems to have been es tab l ished for a while -- and, 
incidentally, Mr. Speaker, those planes a re not fly i ng over there empty by 
a ny means -- the rate has sud denly been in creased 25 per cent , from $420 to $526 . 
This has meant for me , for example , to bring three children under 12 , not 
infants, over here to attend school here , as I hoped they might whi l e the s es s ion 
was in place, was going to cost me $1578. Other Members are in the same dil emma 
when it comes to bringing chi ldren over he re. I think many Members and people 
in the gene ral public would like to visit fri ends in Ye llow knife or in Rankin 
Inlet, but this sort of in c redibl e increase has ju s t s oured the whole pros pect. 

Now, Nordair has not neglected, has not faile d to pay any atte nti on to our 
purses either. We were again mistakenly hopeful that when Norda ir was 
acquired by the Gov e rnment of Canada that there might be some changes, that 
we might expect some sort of concessions that we have come to associate with 
Air Canada . We would hope, perhaps, that you might be abl e to get on the 
plane in Mo ntreal and fly to Fro bishe r Bay with two pieces of baggage, the way 
you are al l owed to fly across Canada, a t much lower rates pe r mile on Air Canada 
or on CP Air . We hoped th a t Nordair might change this po li cy of st rictly 
en for cing the 44 po und baggage limit from Montreal - - no change . 

We hop ed we might benefit some how from more favourable rates, but not only a re 
tariffs steadily in creasing but recently a real di saste r has befa ll e n the 
people of Fr obishe r Bay, and that is the weekend excursion fares are to be 
dropped. Th e fall savings, fall seat sale , which was I thin k ut i l ized by many 
peopl e , the sa vings have been s l ashed so as to be ridi c ulou s . I think t hi s 
will have and has had profound effec t s on not j ust the purse s tr ings but t he 
me nt a l hea l th of the people of Frob i sher . We a re now more like l y to feel really 
trapped in a commun ity where climate and harshness of weather sometimes make 
it ni ce to ge t out, even to a place lik e Yellowknife. 

- --Lau ghter 

Execut ive Committee Should Address Problem 

So , Mr. Speaker , all I wanted to say is I am very co ncerned about this an d 
think that our Executive Committee, e ncouraged by reques t s like that from 
Mr . Evaluarjuk and Mr. Curley ' s co nc e rn, s hould really try and tackle this whole 
problem of the cost of air tran sportation in the Nort hwest Territories . I hope 
to some how be ab l e to work toward i mproving the situation because it is of great 
concern to my co nstitue nts . Rea l ly , altho ugh I be l ieve in the division of the 
Northwest Territories, while we are still to gethe r and whil e Yellowknife is 
sti ll the capit al, t hi s sort of blatant and appa r ent ly excessi ve increase, 
withou t any public hearings of any kind i s into l erable . I fee l I must address it . 

Now, just a few other co nst itue ncy matters . I am very happy to see the progress 
that is be ing mad e t oward the territorial government working with th e Department 
of National Health and Welfare to negotiate a te rr itorial - style boa rd of 
managment of the hospital in Frobisher Bay . It is an exce ll ent hospital. For 
some reason we do not seem to have the serio us probl ems they a r e ha ving in 
Inuvik attracting professionals. I am e ncouraged by this fu rther improvement, 
when it takes place, on the serv i ce , by injecting the element of local control 
an d input into the l ittle things that matter in the hospital; di et, presence of 
country food, interpreting se rvi ces and this sort of thing that in the e nd are 
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so important to the quality of health care . So I am happy to see these 
negotiations are progressing, and I am particularly happy because that was one 
of my campaign pledges. The Hon. Mr. Mccallum is making it very easy for me 
to accomplish that goal, and I am happy about that. 

Utilidor And Macerator Systems 

I a l so want to briefly mention the fact which has not aone unnoticed by me, that 
somebody has been listening to concerns I have expressed about the util i dor 
in Frobisher Bay. I am pleased that there is a little more breathing space 
before the next major phase is planned. I am pl eased to see that this years 
estimates show a modest expenditure wh i ch will connect the Bay complex, the 
new Bay store. That makes sense to me. I do not know how that could be 
serviced by water trucks . They are going to look at the macerator and try and 
get it working for the first time in over five years. I think we can afford 
to take the time to make the system work before we build it bigger. I am 
happy to see the Department of Local Government and the bud9etary, the capital 
planners, have listened to the concerns, obviously, and hopefully wi l l go 
further and give us some kind of an idea of the socio-economic implications 
of further expansion of the system. 

I am also very happy to acknowledge the effort s of the Minister of Local 
Government and hi s officials in solving what really was a very unfair situation 
as it affected taxpayers whose houses happened to be near the utilidor. The 
matter was addressed in Frobisher Bay, and despite observations from some 
Members like Mr. Stewart, who seemed to think that was the way the ball should 
bounce, the Department of Local Government, I am very happy to announce, has 
admitted that there were inequities in the tax structure last year and they 
have offered a rebate to certain Frobisher taxpayers who were affected . Subject 
to the approval of the town counci l , which I am sure will be forthcoming, this 
plan will help the burden that we heard complained about while we were in 
Frobi s her Bay. It is really nice to see that government is wi lling to -- when 
they say we will look into something and we will let you know -- it is really 
nice to see that if your complaint has merit, efforts will be made to remedy 
the situat i on . 

Urgent Need For A Lawyer In Frobisher Bay 

Another matter, or the last constituency ma t ter that I would like to address, 
Mr . Speaker, is one that I fee l a little bit uncomfortable discussing because 
some may say that I have an interest in this area of legal services in 
Frobisher Bay because I was recently practising there. Should a lawyer locate 
there, it might be possible that I would want to make available some of my 
library and/or equipment to that person. I do not want anyone to think that 
that is why I am raising this matter. I am raising it on behalf of my 
constituents. There is no lawyer in Frobisher Bay anymo r e . 

MR. PUDLUK: Where did he go? 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Where did he go? Well, due to pressure from some of 
my colleagues , which I was f l attered to receive, I decided to take another job 
so I am the missing lawyer, as Mr. Pudluk well know s . I am just, of cou r se, 
not able to provide any serv i ces there now that I am doing a fu l l time job on 
the Execut i ve Committee. 
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The problem is, Mr. Speaker, that the r e is an urgent need to relocate a lawyer 
in Frobisher Bay, and I think the public has come to expect some sort of 
encouragement from the legal aid system and the legal services board and the 
Minister of Justice in the Northwest Territories. I would like to say on behalf 
of my constituents that this is a fairly urgent concern that I look forwa rd 
to raising with the Minister, and a i d i ng my constituents i n, their desire to get 
the necessary f inancial incentives to locate a lawyer in such a remote place. 
There may have to be a slightly different formula applied than is applied in 
centres nearer to Yellowknife where costs are less . I would like to work on 
that and I would l ike to see some progress made in the near future because this 
is an important service. If you are go ing to locate some 25 policemen in 
Frobisher Bay, there has to be a lawyer there. 

Session In Frobisher Bay An En l ightening Experience 

I would like to, in closing remarks abo ut Frobisher Bay, Mr. Speaker , say how 
happy I was t o have hosted the sess i on in Frobisher Bay or to have hosted it 
along with my co nstituents . It was a most rewarding and e nli ghten i ng experi ence, 
I think, for the people in Frobisher Bay and the peop l e of the eastern 
Territories, if you lik e. I recognize that some Members might have voted 
against it if it had not been s ug gested that it was in the interests of 
ter r itor i al unity that we do meet there. I make no apology for having suggested 
that aad I think a great dea l was accomplished in that regard. 

I would defend the holding of the sess i on , first l y, on the grounds that although 
it did cost a lot of money, as I tried to s how when I tabled certain information 
that had been received thro~gh your office , Mr. Speaker , last week, t he money 
was not thrown up in the air or burned. It went largely to the mercha nts of 
Frob i sher Bay, and Northwest Territoria l Airways. You know, i n a community like 
Frobisher Bay where there is not a great dea l of economic activity, this is a 
major economic event, a meeting l ike that, and I would not want my honourable 
friend, Mr. MacQuarrie, who alluded to the cost, I would not want him to think 
that th at kind of money was wasted on the people or t he economy of Frobisher Bay, 
a lthough it did cost more. 

I wou l d like to say that I hope we can find a way to move around, not just to 
spread t he wealth out side Yellowk nife, but because of the other more important 
i ntrinsic values of this kind of communication and expos ure . I was particularly 
delighted at the way that session attracted the interest of the CBC; for example , 
Don Harron was there. It was a most inspiring event for all of us, I hope. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear , hear! 

Free Discussion Of Constitutional Future 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : The other sign i f i cant thing about it, I think, was that 
we were ab l e to demonstrate to the people of t he Northwest Territories a 
remarkable degree of conse nsus and compromise and in the final res ult, a 
remarkable degree of unity. It was a difficult, heated, at times nasty debate, 
and maybe now and then some of us lost our decorum, but I thin k we should be proud 
of that debate in Frobisher Bay, beca use that sort of free discussion of our 
constitut i onal future is extremely impor t ant. I think we have laid the grou nd
work for perhaps the next 10 years of work and development. I am looking forward 
to pa r t i c i pating in the special committee on impact and i n the ongo i ng debates in 
the future. 

Some Members say that we compromised too much so that our recommendations became 
ambiguous, if not meaningless. I thi nk t hat in a consensus government these 
sorts of concessions are vital to our survival and I do not apologize for any 
concession that I might have s uggested be made. I thin k t hat the price tha t one 
often pays by a rigid princ i pled stance i s the impossibil i ty of consensus and 
until we have a party system, this is a reality that I think cannot be ignored. 



-

( 

L 

-443 -

I wou ld like to very briefly, Mr . Speaker, mention the special committee on 
education and particularly its recommendations on higher education grants and 
bursaries. I have found this subject to be a very difficult subject for us 
to deal wi th and perhaps, for the people of the Northwest Ter ritorie s to deal 
with. 

Hearings Showed Interest Of The Public 

I , unfortunately, was not able to attend the public hearings in Yellowknife, 
although I would have liked to, be l ieve i t or not .. . 

--- Laughter 

... just due to unavoidable commitments that I had, that suddenly were th r ust 
upon me when I became appointed Minister. However, I followed the hearings 
wi th great interest and read the submissions with great interest and I must 
say, Mr. Speaker, that in general, I think that we can be very grateful 
for the tremendous interest that the public has taken in th i s issue. 
I think we should be happy that the people of the Northwest Territories are so 
concerned about education and about higher education in particular. 

I think in the end result it will have been a very healthy discussion, and I 
must commend the committee, of which I am a member and its co -chairman, 
particu l arly, for having decided to hold public hearings . For some Members 
it was a particularly discomfiting experience, but I think our committee 
should be commended for a t least having set this sort of precedent. I only 
hop e that once the issue of higher education grants and bursaries has been 
resolved , we will get the same sort of interest, as we con t inue our work 
throughout the Northwest Territories, in the other major problems that we have 
to deal with, in such areas as attendance, quality of education, language 
education, special education, vocational educat i on. 

I say that, Mr. Speaker, because I feel that it is important that these 
r ecommendations be discussed as soon as possible and resolved as soon as 
possib l e. Some Memb e rs of this Assemb l y and some peop l e have ur ged delay, but 
I feel that we had a mandate from this Assembly to report, in Frobisher Bay. 
When one considers now the complexity of the issue of higher education grants 
and bursaries , it was a big order to expect a committee from so many parts of 
the Northwest Territories to be able to meet, put its recommendations together , 
put the sort of fine polish on the wording that we probably should have put 
on them, in time to report to the Assembly in Frobisher Bay, but we did it. 

Recommendations Should Be Discussed Here And Now 

The public reacted in a very strong, c lear manner. A lot of un ce r tainty 
resu l ted and perhaps anger fro m some quarters , and I do not think now is the 
time to back off from the issue and say, well, we will wait 12 or 18 months 
and hope that things cool rlown a bit before we raise this issue again. I 
think that the recommendations which our committee will tab le shortly shou ld 
be discussed here and now by this Assemb l y, because there is uncertainty in 
the Territories . People are wondering what is go ing to happen to them next 
fall and it is going to be a difficult debate, but I t hink we should rise to 
the challenge and not back off. 

Thi s business of the ugly al l egations of racism has pa rticularly disconcerted 
me. I hate to th ink that I am a racist but none the less, the sometimes rude 
allegations that have been received by the committee or directed at me have 
caused me to searc h my soul and consider this issue of r acism. You know, it 
would be pretty hard for our recommendations not to allude to race, Mr. Speaker . 
If our recommendations are racist t hen perhaps i t is because this is a racist 
country. 
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Mayb e there sho uld not be a Department of Indian Affairs. Maybe there should 
not be special status for native people. Maybe the constitutiona l committee 
is wrong in recognizing and affirming aborig inal rights. Maybe the provision 
which exempts affirmative action programs from the operation of the proposed 
cha r ter of human rights and freedom i s wrong. Maybe it is wrong that native 
peopl e are, by the fe dera l government , given free drugs under me dic a l se rvic es 
an d peop l e lik e me or even peop l e who have lived al l their lives in the 
Northwest Territories have to pay, but t hese are the realities . 

Reasona bl e Distinctions Between Classes Of People 

I am a ls o convinced, Mr. Speaker, t ha t our law, desp i te some public suggestions 
to the contrary, in fact will uphold reasonable dist i ncti ons between classes 
of people by sex or by race or on other grounds in spite of what some people 
would like to see. If I wa s a purist, as a lawye r, I would bemoan the fac t that 
the Queen vs. Dry bones , a decision of our esteemed l at e Judge Morrow in t he 
Northwest Territories, which held out t he poten t ial for the view that racial 
c la ssifications would be in conf lict with the bill of ri ghts , t he Diefenbaker 
bill of ri ght s , and its egalitarian and civ il liberties provisions did not 
materialize. Drybones was str uck down. 

A subsequent case, the famous case of the Attorney Genera l vs. Lava l le, uph eld 
the provisi ons of the Indian Act which dis c rimin ated on the basis of sex by 
providing that an Indian woman l ost her status on marrying a non -s tatus ma le, 
while an Indian man did not. Now, the Supreme Court of Canada upheld that 
provision in the Indian Act . I am not applaudin g that decision . I think i t 
was wrong but I do not t hi nk it is fair t o say that in Canada r ecommendations 
in legislation or otherwise, which all ude to race are necessari l y racist or 
unconstitutional or unlawful. 

Rat io nality Of Legislative Policy 

I wo uld like to quote , since I have done a little bit of resea r ch on t hi s 
be cau se I was very concerned about these rather serio us a ll egations -- I wo uld 
like to quote briefly from a work on Canadian constit utional law, aut hored by 
Dr . Peter Hogg of Osgoode Law School an d he said that: 

"All laws impose burdens :ir confer benef i ts on special groups or deny these 
to others. The guarantee of equality befo r e the law i n the bil l of r ights 
cannot therefore , pe r se , in itself con de mn eve r y legislative c la ssif i cation . 
Instead, it s hould be taken as directing inq uiry into wh ethe r a particular 
c la ssification is a reasonable means of securing a legitimate legislative 
pur pose . " 

This means, in effect , Mr. Speaker, that we have to sort of stray away from 
str i ct l ega l analysis and l oo k at t he rationality and acceptabi li ty of 
le gi s lative po l icy. I would l i ke t o see our recommendations discussed in terms 
of social po l icy and not race . I think that perhaps some people who have 
consi dered this issue have l et the issue of ra ce , an d i t is an emotiona l issue, 
distract them from what shou ld be considered and that i s the social policy in 
changes to the existing r ule s and regulations , if there are to be changes . I 
hope t ha t wh e n we are debating t he ma tte r in this Assembly, we will look at t he 
socia l policy and the des i rability of the recommendations in terms of improving 
our system rather than gett ing too sidetracked by the i ssue of race. That 
is all I wi ll say at this time on that s ub ject, Mr. Speaker , but I 
und oubted l y may have more to say when the recommendat i ons are tabled . 
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Al l Members Have Equal Rights 

Now, I would l ike very briefly to comment on consensus government and the 
Executive Committee. I feel -- incidentally Mr. Sibbeston should know I do not 
feel muzzled. I feel quite free to state my views, if need be, on the Execut i ve 
Committee. I think that perhaps some Members of the Assemb l y and perhaps some 
Members of the Executive Committee, as well, have tended too much in the past to 
think of the "us/them" analogy and you know, it is easy to think of the Executive 
Committee as the government and the MLA's or the ordinary MLA's, as I mistakenly 
called them earlier in this session, are the opposition. I would strongly 
challenge that kind of reasoning, Mr. Speaker, because I beli e ve that this 
Assembly here as we are now, all equal Members with equal rights to speak or not 
to speak according to the rules, we are the government ... 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Hear, hear! 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: ... and you know executive committees are in existence 
and executive branches of government are in existence, according to my theory, 
especially where there are no party politics, to simply carry out the wishes of 
this government between its sessions and carry ou~ your instructions and try and 
figure out what you would do if you were all there with us when we are considering 
an issue. I think that most Members of this group see things this way or will 
see things this way if they give it some careful thought. 

Benefit Of Debate By All Members 

A good examp l e, I th i nk, is the debate we are having on Bill C-48 this week. The 
Executive Committee -- I know I speak for the Hon. Tom Butters -- is most anxious 
to get that debate over with because we have to, on Friday, formulate the 
government ' s position and it is going to be immensely more easy if we have the 
benef i t of the views of all MLA's. 

I would like to say that it may be that some of my colleagues on the Executive 
Committee have felt a little like Nick Sibbeston. The hon. Nick Sibbeston 
suggests that we are muzz l ed, but in fact I wou l d hope that we are not muzzled, 
subject to a few rules. First of all, obviously, just like this Assembly, we 
operate on consensus and just as Members of this Assembly should res pect the 
decisions taken here by a majority, there is even more of an obligation on those 
of us who are Members of the Executive Committee to respect decisions and 
positions taken by the Executive Committee on certain issues. 

However, where positions have not been taken, and I suggest that many of the 
i mportant issues that come before this Assembly are put before this Assembly 
precisely because po~itions have not been taken and we want to obtain direction. 
I do not see any particular reason why Members of the Executive Committee cannot 
freely and fully and should not freely and fully part i cipate in the debate. I 
welcome contributions from my col l eagues during the estimates with suggestions 
and, if neces sary, even criticisms of the government. 

I think the only rule that we must follow, and it is a rule that every Member 
should follow, is when we are critical or questioning or when we are curious, is 
that we s how respect to the particular Deputy Minister who might be involved or 
to a particular colleague that might be involved. I think as long as respect is 
shown and the rules of order are fo l lowed, there is no reason Executive Committee 
Members cannot participate quite fully. I intend, subject to my obligation to 
honour the decisions that my colleagues have taken in the Executive Committee, 
whether I totally agree with them or not, subject to that rule, I intend to 
participate as fully and freely in debate as I did while I was an MLA or an 
ordinary MLA. 
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Const i tutional Experiment In NWT Is Unique 

I wil l not be asking any more questions, my colleagues will be happy to learn, 
but apart from that, I think we are involved in an ongoing exoeriment. This 
is a whole new const i tutional experiment in Canada. We are now unique. The 
Yukon has a party system . I think we are doing something here that is i mportant. 

An example of a precedent that I thin k is unique to the Northwest Territories 
is that the Executive Committee Members are chosen no t by the Commissioner, not 
by t he Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, but by Members of this House and, 
ergo, and I say this to Members who might feel that the Executive Committee 
Members are not do i ng their job , you have the right to remove us a nd I accept 
that pri ncip l e ful l y. A motion of non-confidence could come on the floor and 
if a majority of this Assembly votes to remove me, I will not even whimper. 

So let us not get too caught up in this us/them business. I could not he l p 
chuckling, Mr. Speaker , at Mrs . Sorensen ' s speech on opening day wi th the packed 
ga l lery here because it rem i nded me very much of a speech I made i n this very 
same room when I was first elec t ed and I protested loudly, executive secrecy 
and you know, having been stifled as an ordinary MLA . Maybe Mrs. Sorensen 
read my speech. Maybe she was inspired by my s~eech. I wou l d be flattered . 

MRS. SORENSEN: At least I gave the Executive Commi t tee a year to perform as 
opposed to crit i cizing immediately like you . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERS ON: At any rate, Mr. Speaker, there is no oath of secrecy. 
I said that before and if there is, I certa i nly have not taken it yet. 

Practical Limits To Secrecy 

It is just that I suppose there is some point at which practicality has to enter 
into it, and I think if we were to give out copies of everything we did, we 
would not have anything more to do as an Executive Committee. It could be 
left to the Asse~bly or it could be left to the finance committee or the media 
and perhaps they would help to make some of the tough decisions we have to make 
behind closed doors. I am not defending secrecy, by any means. I am just 
saying that I thi nk there are practica l limits. 

I do not see any reason why MLA ' s should not be even better informed of what 
is going on than they have been to date. I think it is no secret that we 
have already discussed that issue in the Executive Committee and I think we are 
going to try and do what we can to try to improve communication between ourselves 
and MLA's, but Members should not fee l too defensive if it is hard to get 
information because I have discovered now that there is an awful lot of work to 
be done, and if sometimes requests for information get put aside, well, one is 
forced to come to grips with the decision that has to be made . I hope that we 
can improve that situation. 

There a r e no great secrets of state locked in the Executive Com~ittee offices, 
althoug h I think that the honourab l e Member for Yellowknife South will 
apprec i ate that whi l e matters are not yet finalized, while recommendations are 
in the disc ussion stage , and while they are probably still subject to change, i t 
is highly undes i rable that the public be mis l ed by prema t ure expos ure to those 
recommendations. I guess that is a consideration, although I am not saying we 
do not trust MLA ' s. I f eel t here is probably a specia l relationship between 
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Execut i ve Committee Members and MLA ' s an d personally , as far as educationa l 
matters are co ncerned, I hope MLA's will not hes i tate to approach me with their 
concerns. I certainly hope I will consult and confide as fully as I would have 
expected when I was an MLA without other respons i bilities on the Executive 
Committee . 

Southern - Style Model Of Executive Commi ttee 

Since I was a l i ttle bit critical of the hon. Mrs. Sorensen, I would l i ke to 
applaud her suggestion in her reply to the Commissione r 's Address that we should 
take a look, a careful look , again at th i s sort of southern-style model we have 
of having Executive Comm i ttee Members responsible for certain departments. She 
suggested in her speech that maybe there is another formu l a that would work 
better in the Northwest Territories; emphasizing geography, for example, or 
having Mi nisters represent a particular constituency or area of concern, rather 
than be responsib l e for program departments . I think tha t suggestion i s worth 
very ser i ous i nvestigation, Mr. Speaker . 

I must say that I have been very impressed in my short tenure on the Executive 
Co mmittee, and I hope it is not going to be a short one, bu t in my short tenure 
so far, I have been very impressed with the calibre of the senior bureaucrats , 
if you like -- bureaucrat i s not a f lattering term - - but the senior managers 
in departments , particular l y i n the Oeoartment of Education , with which I am 
obvious l y most familiar. They have been running the government long before 
Executive Committee Membe r s took so many departmental responsibi l ities. 

I am not saying that our Executive Committee Members are not doing an important 
job in now directing those departments , but I am j ust wondering if their 
energ i es ar e be i ng used the way they could be used . I am just wondering if, 
perhaps, we should not be l eaving more of the day-to-day responsibilities to 
t he Deputy Ministers and looking at some of the wider issues and looking at 
some of the special problems that we have, and assigning ministries on that 
sort of a basis. I think it merits serious consi deration and I applaud 
Mrs. Sorensen for insisting and bringing that issue forth, as she has done i n 
the past. In closing, Mr. Speaker, and I am finally closing . . . 

MRS. SORENSEN: Hear, hear '. 

---Applause 

Assembly Is Consensus Government 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: ... I would like to just once again so mehow -- perhaps 
along the lines of Ms Cournoyea, whose speech I thought was quite inspiring -
I would like to urge upon all Members that we have a big challenge ahead of 
us. There is no quest i on about the depth and breadth of the challenge that is 
facing us in the near future . I am astonished every time I see the proposals 
for development in places like Lancaster Sound and the Beaufort Sea. I think 
it is extremely important in the face of our relatively smal l population and 
the limited resources that we have as people and, indeed, as a government, that 
no matter what we do as an Assembly and no matter what oppos i ng views we might 
have inside or outside this House, we remember t hat until things change, this 
is a consensus government. 

We come from all kinds of backgrounds, educations, geography, history - - I am 
very grateful for the diverse interests that are represented in this House. I 
think everyone makes an important contribution, whether they say a l ot like I 
do, or whether they say a little, and what I wou l d like to urge all Members to 
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thi nk about, in cl os in g, is that if we are to grow and survive , whethe r it i s 
as two or more territories or not , consensus, compromise, respect for the other, 
the oppos ing point of view, is go in g to be crucial. The more difficult the 
problems that face us, the more important these human values are going to be. 

An Atmosphere Of Mutual Respect 

I think we have done very well in that regard to date. I think the very strong 
consensus that was achieved on the division issue, where there was a maj ority 
of 16 t o one voting on what I thought was the most crucia l quest i on, shows that 
eve n facing very profound issues, we can work together to achieve a consensus 
in an atmosphere of mutual respect, no matter what part of the Territories we 
are from or what our views are, or what our racial or cultural backgrounds are. 
I think these goa l s must remain uppermost in our minds as we continue our work 
in the coming years. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

---App l ause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Patterson, the honourable Member for Frobis her Bay. 
You did not keep your promise . You said you would be just a short while, but 
we will let you go. 

The Chair would li ke to recognize the chairman and the president and the dire ctors 
of the Nahanni Regio na l Co-operation from Kotzebue, Alaska, in the gallery. 

---App l ause 

I wonder if t he guests would l i ke to join the Members in a brief c up of coffee 
in the Members' room, just next door. We will break for a 15 minute coffee 
break. Thank you. 

-- -SHORT RECESS 
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MR. SPEAKER: Getting back to the business of the Assembly . Item 2, replies 
to the Commissioner's Address. Mr. McLaughlin, the honourable Member for 
Pine Point. 

Mr. McLaugh lin' s Reply 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As other Members have, I would like 
to congratulate the Members for Central Arctic and Frobisher Bay for accept ing 
the challenge of helping to administer this government and I am sure that 
Mr. Tologanak and Mr. Patterson will have to prove that responsible government 
is the best way to respond to the needs of northern residents. 

The acceptance of this government by residents of the Northwest Territories who 
live above the tree line will open t he eyes of federal po li ticians and hopefully 
jolt the minds of Ottawa mandarins who advise that northerners can neither help 
themselves nor each other. This colonia l argument justifies t he continued 
existence of those people in Northern Affairs and excuses their contro l over 
nort hern lands and resources so that residents of the Northwest Territories may 
never take full control of their own lives in their own land. 

Mr. Speaker, the Commissioner has made a very positive step in turning over the 
responsibility for the Department of Finance to an e l ected Member of this 
Assembly. This move will result in the development of pol i cies and courses of 
action which will help to create a greater feeling of responsibility by Mem bers 
of this Legislature for both the content and the sty l e of delivery of the 
programs and capita l expenditures of this povern ment . We will have to live with 
and accept responsibility for the failures of this government . We will not be 
able to just take credit for the successes. The Commissioner has given us this 
challenge and I hope that we can live up to it well enough so that i n a years 
time, he will be hard pressed to find reasons why we cannot take full responsi
bility for the balance of the portfolios still contro l led by himself and the 
Deputy Commissioner . 

Evolvement Of Responsible Government 

Mr. Speaker, I want to make it clear that I have conf i dence in Mr. Parker and 
Mr. Pilot as administrators of this aovernment. Before I was e l ected to this 
House, I heard of the fairness and of the honesty of both these gentlemen and 
they have since proven this and more to me and I am sure to al l Members in 
this Ninth Assembly. The continued evo lvement of responsible government i n 
the Northwest Territories which was set in motion and encouraged by previous 
federal governments, has resulted in changing roles for both these men and 
they have very ably responded to the task and they have my heartfelt respect 
for that. I am sure all Membe r s will agree with me when I say that it would 
be nearly impossible to find two better men to serve as Commissioner and 
Deputy Commissioner at this time in our. history. 

That was the good news. The bad news is that I cannot wait until the future 
leader of this House writes the speech from the throne, which one of yo u can 
read as lieutenant-governor . That is why I will continue to do all I can to 
prevent you from sitting in th i s chamber unless you are elected in a future 
genera l election. 

Now I would like to say that the very presence in this room of these two very 
likeable and competent administrators indicates that much progress is still to 
be made by the people of the North . They represent the very heavy hand of 
Northern Affairs, a division of the federal arm which has a strangle hold on 
the land, the resources and the future of all northerners . This arm which is 
controlled by the pulling of many shoulder strings in Ottawa will make any 
move that its semidetached brain conceives in order to prevent the settling 
of aboriginal claims or the turning over of resources. 
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Southern Attitudes Must Change 

Thi s Assembly has the potential to break the strangle hold of Northern Affairs 
for the greater benefit of all residents of the Nort hwest Territories. We can, 
more than any other group or organization, effect the changes of att i tude which 
are necessary to give us the opportunity t o control our own futures. These 
changes of attitude must occur in Ottawa and the re st of southe rn Canada where 
we are seen as a divide d peop le and spread t hinly over a vast treasure of natural 
resources, held in the trust for t he future use of the federal gover nment to 
bene f it the rest of Canada. The only price that they will have to pay for t hi s 
resource grab i s to cont inue the colon i al monetary co ntrol over the people of 
the Northwest Territories as we arg ue each oth er to a standsti ll while a fait 
accomp li occurs which wi l l rob us of our f uture. After Trudeau brings ho me his 
cons titution and pushes through his National Energy Program, there will be 
nothi ng t he federal government ca n l ega lly do but give us the few measly crumbs 
we are pr esently sq uabbling ove r. 

Mr. Spea ker, we were not e l ec t ed by the people in our constituencies to a l l ow 
th e federal government to take our future away. We were e l ected to deliver 
good governme nt to the people in our const ituencies and to the rest of the 
Northwe s t Territories and par t of that del ivery must inc lude so me hope of a 
future for all the residents of the Northwest Territories. I can see that we 
have made decisio ns in this House during the last year whi c h have pleased many 
people in the Northwest Te r ritories . In some c ases , t hese decisions have 
responded to the wishes of res ide nts who felt they never had a voice in this 
House before. It is just as easy to see that some people feel t hat they now 
have le ss of a voice in this House but if that is onl y a r esu lt of all peo pl e 
f in ally having at l east some say i n what goes on, then that really only speaks 
well for the future of this Assembly. 

Assembly Must Wor k Together As A Group 

However, all Members must remember that a co nsensus gover nment will only work if 
all the voices in the House are fa i r ly reflected in decisions made. If any 
s igni f i cant group in this Assembly is forced to play pol i tics ou t side of this 
House, either in the media or by phoning Ottawa and crying "foul", then we wil l 
be continuing to play into the hands of the feds and we will be giving them the 
t i me to c hange the const ituti on and create a nat i ona l e nergy program which will 
handi cap this or any future form of government in this area. 

Mr. Speaker , we have add r essed many of the concerns that individua l residents 
have expressed which affect them in their day-to-day lives. Our Ministers have 
cha nged pol i cies to effect these changes and t hey are co ntinuing to make progress 
in other areas . On the ot her hand, many Members have said tha t they do not feel 
our Mini s t e r s are responding fast eno ugh over a broad enough area. I say that 
th i s problem arises from t he fact that the Mem bers of this House have bee n unable 
or unwilling to give broad general gui de l ines to our Min i sters . It is my feeling 
that we have not made enough effort to id entify the areas where objectives are 
the same o r where easy consensus can be achieved. Until we make the efforts in 
this area, we will co nt i nue to be disappointed by our Executive Committee a nd we , 
in turn, will disappoint the peop l e who e le cted us. I believe that we have got 
to get together informally in a lengthy caucus meeting and resolve t hi s problem. 
How can we expect our Mi nisters to negotiate with the federal government on 
constitutional and resource development matters if we do not give them a clear 
direction to head? And I co nte nd that this cannot be done on the floor of this 
House, You do not see Peter Lo ugheed and Merv Leitch plotting our tr.e i r strategy 
for Alberta whil e Kit Spence takes notes i n th e galley. 

It i s important that a ll of us make the necessary compromises on the smal l 
matters wh i ch seem to crop up in the debates and feed fu e l to th e fires throug h 
the media. If we do not, we will get nothi ng out of Arvik, Norman We l ls, or the 
Beaufort Sea . 

0 

0 
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Native People Have Spec i al Status And Rights 

To summar ize, Mr. Speaker, I would like to give the example that if it is in the 
best interests of the people in the Northwest Territories to divide into two new 
territories, then we have to unite in this House before we can begin to achieve 
that . Two basic facts have to be recognized. The other people in the Northwest 
Territories have got to acknowledge as the three major federal parties did in 
the proposed constitution amendments, that native people do have special status 
and rights in Canada as evidenced by the very existence of the Department of 
Indian and Northern Affairs. As well, the native people in the Northwest 
Territories have to recognize that others will continue to live up he r e and 
both groups will have to realize that the federal government will protect the 
rights of natives and others and will do so the federal way or our way, largely 
depending on how we work in this House. Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER : Item 2, replies to the Commissioner ' s Address. Any furt her replies? 
Mr. Mccallum . 

Hon. Arnold McCallum's Reply 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker , I would want to just take a few brief 
moments. I know that that is the byword, take a few brief moments, but I think 
that I would like to at this time, if on l y for two major reasons. The first is 
that I would like to associate myself with the remarks that were made by 
Mr. Cur l ey yesterday in relation to the kind of development that has to go 
on an d the responsibility that we have as legislators in providing jobs for 
our future. I sincerely mean that, in all earnestness, that I would like to 
associate myself with his remarks, because in dealing with concerns that I have 
from my co nst ituents, the question is being asked all the time -- "What are we 
going to do?" -- in my area and in other areas of the North, where for the last 
few years those people who have pursued a traditional way of life, that is in 
trapping, have not been able to pursue that life because of the fires that have 
ravaged that area. 

With the kind of winter that we are experiencing th i s year, I would suggest, 
Mr. Speaker, that we are in for more of the same in the coming year, this coming 
summer . Even though the fur prices are high, trapping is on the dec l ine because 
the animals are not there. I said because of two reasons. One was this 
association with the remarks of Mr. Curley because of the econom ic area and 
the education . 

Division Of The Territories 

The second is the concern that my constitue nts have over what I consider to be 
two or three of the main issues that face the Territories today, and one, that 
we addressed in Frobisher Bay, is on the question of the division of the 
Territories. My constituents of all ethnic bases asked me questions concerning 
the division. They are very much concerned with who will vote for the division 
if we go by pl ebiscite. They are very much concerned as to the number of 
resulting territories that may emerge . They a r e very much concerned with where 
the division will occur and final l y, who will do the actual dividing, setting 
up of these emerging territories. These are real questions that are bei ng asked 
of me continually . 

The second concern that people have in my constituency i s the business of 
economic development, that I indicated. They are asking , where do the jobs 
come from? They are asking, why are we training young people, retraining 
adults? What is there for them to do? They are concerned with the propo sed 
changes in ed ucation. They welcome the complete study into education but they are 
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concerned with the proposed changes. They have, obviously, put forth some ki nds Q 
of concerns to Members of the education committee and they look forward to having 
that committee present themselves i n Fort Smith, hopefully within the next few 
weeks. They have asked for changes to the grade one school year, that I know 
the Minister is looking at, at the present time. 

School Of Dental Therapy 

They see the possible dec l ine, not just on an economic basis, of the, I would 
say, i nevitable move of the federal School of Dental Therapy from the Northwest 
Territories, because I am convinced that it wi ll go. It will have to be done. 
The decision will have to be made sometime very quickly. I will refer to that 
to a greater detail when I talk about the Department of Health, but nevertheless, 
they are concerned about the move of the School of Dental Therapy. 

All these matters of education have a great concern, because people in Fort Smith 
are saying there is a need at the present time for this government to put an end 
to the idea of providing for the technical kind of education, to get serious 
about doing something with the facil i ty that is now housed in Fort Smith, to 
ensure that our youth are getting good training and that they are suppl i ed with 
the kind of background that they require to take on the jobs of managers, 
technicians, tradespeople, professional people, administrators, for the kind 
of development that will come through. 

They are concerned as well, Mr . Speaker, with two studies, one that is going on 
now and the probability of another one . The one that is going now is a study on 
the management of Wood Buffalo National Park, as to the direction of management 
of that park, the largest park in our park system -- in fact, as I understand 
it, the largest park in North America -- because there are people who would 
utilize the facilities that are there. Part of that park is in the Northwest 
Territories, not much, but part of it, and we should be concerned what the 
direction of the management of that resource is, if the resource is to remain 
for the naturalists and for the animals only, or whether it is to be utilized 
by people as well. 

Development Of Hydro Power On Slave River 

The other study that people in my constituency are very concerned with, as are 
other people furt her down the Slave River and surrounding area, is the EARP 
study that will be undertaken at the federal level, by federal people, of the 
development of hydro power on the Slave River. The term, dam Fort Smith, takes 
on a different kind of connotation in Fort Smith and the area, and I am 
suggesting Fort Reso l ution, because at the present time the development of 
that hydro power along the Slave River could stop at the border. I t could 
stop at Mountain Rapids and not come into the Territories. The power could 
be transmitted back down to the oil sands, to Fort Mc Murray, where it wi 11 be 
used by Alberta, if we do not get serious about developing in the Territories 
alternative sources of power. In my area there are these two; the wood and the 
hydro. 

They are concerned as to what will occur, the benefits that will acc r ue to 
people with that development, because I am convinced that that is another 
deve l opment that will go ahead. If Alberta is going to cut back on the 
development of their oil, and if they are to come together with the other 
prairie provinces and the nort hern power grid, they are going to have to 
develop hydro power. One of the areas on which they can develop 2500 megawatts 
of power is on the Slave River. 

With the present state of affairs, we as a government have very little to say, 
can do very little about that kind of major development. We are talking very 
close to the kind of development that occurred in Quebec or Labrador -- talking 
in the vicinity of 3000 megawatts of power . People in my community and I know 
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in other Members ' communit i es -- specifically that of my colleague, Mr. Sayine's 
community at the delta of the Slave River -- are concerned about what will go on. 
What benefits wi ll accrue? What will happen? Will we have any real say in tha t 
development, because we will be affected by it? I am sure that other Members of 
the Executive will recall the comments that were made that there wil l be an 
effect, minimal, but there will be an effect on the large la ke, as well as the 
Mackenzie River, with t hat kind of development. 

So, Mr . Spea ker, I would want to br i ng these kinds of concerns, because I do not 
often get the opportunity in this particular forum to lay those concerns . It is 
not that I do not lay those concerns to other government Ministers, but I thi nk 
that Members s hould be aware that there are concerns in other areas represented 
by Executive Committee Members. 

There i s a grow i ng number of people in my community who are retiring, as the 
Member for Mackenzie Liard indicated some time ago, I t hin k i t was in Baker Lake, 
a bout Fort Sm i th being a ret i rement cen t re for public servants . I think that 
more and more have come to the r eal ization that it is . The good th ing about that, 
Mr. Speaker, i s that most of those people who are retiring governmen t c ivi l 
serva nts are native people from t hat area, and we are attempting to provide 
them with many of the things, and not only in Fort Smith, for senior c i tizens, 
but in a number of other places including Fort Simpson. 

Young Offenders Act 

I think as well, Mr . Spea ker, that I would really greatly want to indicate that 
there are t wo particular events, if you like , that are ongoing in this year. 
One is t he fed era l initiat i ve of which we received word today from the Solicitor 
General of Canada who informed me, and I believe my colleague, Mr. Butters, that 
yesterday he had the pleasure of tab l ing in th e House of Commons a bil l conta in ing 
new legi s lati on to replace the Juvenile De linquents Act and that, of course, is 
the Young Offenders Act . I have indicated the concern that people should have, 
Members should have, the results of the implications of this act i n here . I 
li sten to Mr. Appaqaq talk about the relationship of young peop le with their 
parents . I listen to and get direction at different times from our judiciary 
about taking on the responsib ility of looking after young people. In this act 
there are implications that we cannot, as a group of territories and provinces, 
we ca nnot ag r ee on what the specific maximum age of jurisdiction will be for 
juveniles . In the Northwest Territories, at the present ti me , we say 16 but the 
federal legislation now says that it will be a t l east 18 and the prov inc es can 
determ i ne it. As well, there is a mi nimum age and that now has been moved from 
seven to 12 years. 

Young offenders, under t his new legislatio n , can be charged, taken to court where 
there is open court, sentences can be made on them, to incarcerate them, a 
committal to custody . That means that we are going to have to start looking at 
buildings, capital construction of other institutions to house yo ung offenders . 
Th er e are a number of dispos i tions for se ntences placed on youths. 

I nternational Year Of Disab led Persons 

The other ongo ing initiative that takes pla ce as of the f i rst of this year, 
Mr. Speaker, is an international initiative and that is that 198 1 is the 
International Year of Disabled Persons . Th r ough informat io n given to me by members 
of the Department of Health and Social Services, I find it very enlightening to 
know that there are a great number of disabled people in the Northwest 
Territories as well as across the country for which very litt l e has been do ne 
in the past. There are very f ew buildings e ither of this government or the 
federal government or private building s where disabled people, for example 
handicapped people in wheelchairs, have access. 



- 454 -

I think t hat there is a great deal to be done for this segment of the population, Q 
not on l y in the Ter r itories but t hr oug hout, that we as legislators have got to 
respond to. We have got to respond to those kin ds of needs . We have got to be 
ab l e to start doing thi ngs about it . That does not just mean individuals within 
the Department of Health and Social Services. That means each and every one of us. 
This is a portion of the popu l ation for which there has been ve r y li ttle done. I 
would hope t hat during this year, especia ll y dur i ng the year 1981, the 
International Year for Di sab l ed Pe r so ns, that we would begin to do someth i ng . I t 
would not be just a one year shot that we woul d do someth in g. I think i f we were 
able to, Mr. Speaker, do something positive in this area during the year t hat our 
time wi thin the confines of this House in this particular year will have been 
we ll worth it. Thank you. 

---Applaus e 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Slave River. Item 2, replies to the 
Commissioner ' s Address . Mr. Kilabuk. 

Mr. Kilabuk ' s Rep l y 

MR. KILABUK: (Translation) Mr . Speake r, Comm i ssioner and my f ellow colleagues. 
I would l ike to f i rst of all say thank yo u to those Pages that are in the House. 
They are doing a good job . 

---Applause 

Th e new Ministers, also I thank them very much for doin g a good job. 

--- Applause 

Also the interpreters here, and I thank them ve ry much. 

---Applause 

The finance committee and the ir chairwoman, Mrs. Sorensen, she is working very 
hard. 

--- Applause 

I thank all these people in my first remar ks. I am not going to talk too l ong. 
I forgot but this has to be mentioned . I was not going to reply but it just 
came up. 

Concerns Of The Res i dents Of Pangn i rtung 

The concerns of the 1people of Pangnirtung, I think the people here should know 
about. Perhaps yo u all know the man who owns the fishing camp in Pangnirtung . 
Res i dents of Pangnirtung do not like the idea of him wanting an airstrip around 
that camp, for the main r eas on that we have been asking for upgrading the 
airstrip in Pangnirtung. As you a l l know, it is pretty dangerous for the 
airstrip to be right in the centre of the comm unity. 

The residents in Pangnirtung would like to see users to be the pr i ori ty in the 
settlement. There are things that have to be done in Pangnirtung f i rst before 
anything else happens. Before they wanted a road under the airstrip . If t hi s 
person who wants an airstrip at the camping area was given approval without us 
being notified - - the person who is asking for the airstrip has not come up to 
the Pang nirtung council at a l l t o notify them of any intention. He has gone 
only to the federal go vernment without notify i ng th e people of Pangnirtung and 
this i s of great concer~ to the communi ty . 

0 
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For those who are administrators, I would like you to help us with what 
Pangnirtung people want. I thought this was very important t hat you hear about 
it. Also, another one I wanted to mention is there are some written letters 
on the telephone bills they received . I have read in it that i f they are not 
paid ll days after you received the bil l , they would increase five per cent 
if you do not pay it on time. Sometimes these bills do not come to the 
communities for a long, l ong time and th is ll days is not very fair to the 
other communities who cannot get their mail regularly. 

The l ast one I want to men ti on is -- I mentioned it before in Frob i sher - - when 
I was in Ottawa , I noticed the Inuit st ude nts are given country food that comes 
from the Northwest Territories for free . For those of us who li ve in the 
Northwest Territories and are st udents , our students do not have as much 
country food to ea t as the people in Ottawa that are going to school. Pe rh aps 
the new Minister could rea l ly work on this, and I know he wil l , so that we 
could have good country food avai l able . I wanted to say these t hings . Thank 
you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER : Item 2, replies to the Commissioner's Address. Are t here any 
f ur ther replies? This i s the l ast chance for any replies. Mr. Pudluk, Hig h 
Arctic. 

Mr. Pudluk's Reply 

MR. PUOLUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I just want to say a few words. Do not 
look at me that way. 

--- Laughter 

I would like to remind this House about the half session in the Hig h Arctic . 
I believe there are going to be a lot of activit i es in that area in the year 
1985. I was just looking at the draft green pa per and I have not had time 
to review this dra ft yet . There will be two big pro jects in t he High Arct i c, 
around 1985: The Trans-Canada pipel ine project in King Chr i stian Island and 
opening a mine on Li t t le Cornwallis Island. There are probably going to be 
at least 25 years of operation there . I do not know about the King Christ i an . 

Even before we have a session in Resol ute Bay , I would like to ta ke you up 
there and show you aro und to see what is going on and what is really bothering 
the peo pl e about these projects. I am sure this study will no t be ab l e to 
resolve all the problems we are going to get into in our new future. I cannot 
do it by myself. I need some he lp . Sometimes, when we are saying that the 
project is going to go on, we are support in g each other . That is what we 
keep saying. We are supporting it, we support yo u, but how? We never have 
a chance to ta lk to each other. 

(Translation) Sometimes when problems arise, we usually say that we would 
s upport each other . The only way we help support each other is by saying that 
we are supporting each othe r and we do not usually need this type of meeting 
here. For example, we keep saying that we are supportin g Nunavu t, divisio n 
of t he Nor t hwest Territories , and we have never really discussed it . 

As you may a l l know by now I am not mentioning polar bears at th is time . Even 
myself, I am getting tired of lis ten ing to myself . 

-- - Laughter 

You all know that the projects a r e 9oing to take place in my co nstituency 
area and I want to thank George Braden for supporting us . I was not going to 
make a long speech and I was not going to make a reply if you had not been 
sitting there, Maybe if t he other Speaker was on I was no t going to make a 
reply at all. I thank you very much for that . Thank you . 

---Applause 



- 456 -

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Pud l uk, t he honourable Member f ro m the High Arc tic. 
Item 2, replies to the Commi ssioner ' s Address . Mr. Ne ry soo . 

Hon. Richard Nerysoo ' s Reply 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO : Yes, Mr . Speaker , I think that I would like to express 
firstly my appreciation to Me mb ers of the Executive Committee. It has bee n 
approximately one year now since we first got into a bud get debate and our 
certain responsibilities. I know that the first few weeks and the first few 
months were the most hectic that I have e ver known in this position. I 
certai nly would like to express my appre ciation to the Members of t he Executive 
Committee for the time that they spent together over the l ast yea r. I commend 
the Commissioner and the Deputy Co mmi ssioner for the amount of work that they 
di d in try i ng to help us du ring the times that we were rea l ly going t hrough 
an educational period. Al so, to express apprec i at i on for the amount of openness 
of discussion that we have had. Maybe a t t i mes we a l l did not d i sagree in this 
Assembly but certa inl y I think we would have to say one thing, we have survived 
this far and ho pefully we wi ll survive for the next two or t hree years . 

I know that we have had some trying times an d that not everything has none the 
way we wanted it to go, but certa in ly I t hi nk we have done a lot more than most 
people really th ink we have done . 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear , hear! 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO : I think that each one of us has been part of that. We 
have not a l ways , as I have sa i d , done the thi ngs that we have really wa nted to 
do. The amendments that we have done, the regulation changes that we have gone 
through, the legislation that we have ma de in this House , has not always been 
sat i sfactory to our own individual thinking, but we have had to rea l ly try to 
come to a consensus on the issues. I t h in k that is a po i nt t hat many peo ple 
have made today , certain ly one where we have had to try to work with one another 
and change, at times, our own ideas about certain things that have come up in 
this House. 

Im proving Working Rel at i onships 

Speak in g as an Executive Commi ttee Member, I think we have tried over the last 
year to come to some agreement, tried to improve our working relationship with 
native organization s and I think we have done that . I think that we have a lo t 
more to do and I do not suggest for one moment t hat we have done all the work 
that we have to do, but we have don e as well as we could wi th the amou nt of time 
that we have had to do it. I only think that ove r the next year, now that we 
have a lready oriented ourse l ves to our work, that we can improve our working 
relations hi p even better. Our positions and our own i deas on legislation and 
ou r positions t hat we take as a body, as a Leg i s l ative Assembly, to the federal 
government or other prov inci a l gover nme nt s wi l l be ones that are well tho ught 
out and wel l worked out, because we will know, I thi nk, where our jurisdiction 
l i es, wh ere we overlap other jurisdictions. Certain l y, we are ab l e to then 
come up wi th legislation, that we can , in fact, be ab l e to negotiate with the 
federal o r prov in ci al go vernments . I think that i s i mportant . 

Medical Services In Macke nzie Delta 

The one area of co nce rn I have and I have mentioned it in oast Asse mbl ies and 
especia ll y in Frob i sher Bay, and t hat i s with regard to the medica l services. 
I know t hat the Member of Parliament for the Western Arc t ic, Dave Nickerson, 
bro ught the issue up in the House of Commons, but it is with re gard to medical 
services i n the Mackenzie Delta. I sti l l think that i t i s i mporta nt that we 
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address that issue. I sugpested an inquiry in Frobisher Bay. I wil l hopefully 
try to get some support for that, because it is very important. I feel that, 
in my own opinion, and from talking to members of the nursing profession and to 
members that are part of the medical profession, that they are very unhappy and 
the morale of the nurses and the doctors is not very high . I think t hat is a 
very important issue that we have to deal with . 

It is always important that peorle talk about money, but I think one of the 
critica l issues of getting peop l e to work with one another is the morale that 
they have with one another, the abi l ity to work with one another . I think t hat 
is important and so I still press this House as to when the honou r ab l e Member, 
Mr . Mccallum, will probably invite National Health and We l fare to this chamber, 
where we can discuss some of those issues . 

Again, I think I wou l d like to congratulate the two Members, Mr . Patterson and 
Mr. To l oga nak, for joining us and I hope that your place i n the Executive 
will certainly help people in the Executive to come un with bette r dec i sions , if 
that is a better way of saying it. I do not have any other words , I guess, but 
certainly it will he l p us make some very good decisions over the next whi l e. 
It has been more t han difficu l t at times to really add r ess the issues in the 
East and, you know, at times t here has been sort of an attitude where we get 
angry at one another and I think that, hopefully, t his will reso l ve the issues 
and certainly the working relationship that we have established over the l ast 
year will he l p reso l ve it . 

I would still li ke to, again, express my appreciation to the Members of the 
Executive that have been with me over the last year. They certainly have 
helped me , and to the Deputy Commissioner and the Commissioner of t he Northwest 
Territories, I thank all of you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Nerysoo, the Member for Mackenzie Delta . 
replies to the Commissioner's Address. There are no further replies. 
oral questions. 

ITEM NO . 3: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Oral questions . Mr. Sibbeston. 

Question 61-81(1): Wildl i fe Off i cer, Fort Provi dence 

Item 2, 
Item 3, 

MR. SIBBESTON : A question for Mr . Nerysoo, in respect of Fort Providence. 
What is the department's policy as to the size a community must be oopulationwise 
before it can get a wildlife officer? Could the Minister indicate if there 
are any plans to have a wildlife officer or guardian, game guardian, placed in 
Providence this coming year? 

MR . SPEAKER : The Hon . Mr. Nerysoo . 

Return To Question 61-81(1): Wildlife Officer, Fort Provide nce 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr. Speaker . I am not really positive about the 
population . I do not think we have a population restriction, but certainly 
within the budgets I have proposed moneys for game guardians and, hopefully, we 
can resolve the issue in Fo r t Providence. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. Item 3, oral questions . Mrs. Sorensen, Yellowknife 
South . 
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Question 62-81(1): Utilities And Fuel Subsidy Program 

MRS . SORENSEN: My question is for the Minister of Energy, the Hon. Mr . Nerysoo. 
On Saturday, while driving downtown, I heard a news item out of Whitehorse 
concerning a utilities and fuel subsidy program which was being instituted by the 
f ede ral government in th e Yukon and the Northwest Territories . I wonder if the 
Minister could tell me whether he or his officials have been involved in the 
development of that program and further, does the Minister think the program will 
adequately meet the needs of the business secto r and the private home owner in 
the Northwest Territories? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon . Mr. Nerysoo. 

Return To Question 62-81(1 ): Utilities And Fuel Subsidy Program 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: My God, I was dying for that ques tion yesterday when I was 
prepared. I must express or explain to the Member that we were involved in the 
actual discussion on the program. Initially, we were not happy with the program 
and certainly t he kinds of amendments that we asked for were partially in cluded 
in the programs. 

Now, we are we ll aware that there a r e two new programs. One, the heati ng 
assistance program, and those people eligible will be the private residentia l 
consumers, home owners and renters, who pay their own home heating, and also, 
who are not recipients of a subsidy for heating. We still a r e not clear on the 
subsidy for heat in g because so many people receive su bsidi es and not necessarily 
for home heating . It is intended to reduce the first 1500 ga ll ons consumed in 
one year to the Yellowknife base rate, which is determined at the start of the 
heating year. The customers can apply to the Government of the Northwest 
Territories to get the subsidy. The value of this subsidy, which is retroactive, 
apparently , to the 1980-81 year, is $450,000. That is for and wi ll be including 
up to October 1st, 1981. 

There is also a small business power subsidy. Those e l igible will be small 
businesses with a gross sales of less than two million dollars annually. This 
reduces the first 1000 kilowatt hours per month to the Yellowknife rate, to a 
maximum of 12,ono kilowatt hours per year. Thi s is to be handled automatically in 
the billing process. 

---Applause 

Now, that i s valued at $1 .25 million for the 1980-81 year. As I sa i d earlier, 
both subsidies apply to the 1980-81 year and for the first six months, to 
September 30th, of 1981-82. By October 1st, 1981, the Minister of DIANO must 
submit to cabinet the northern energy policy, which wi ll make a recommendation 
on the continuat i on or discontinuation of these subsid ie s . 

Now, it is our intention to participate in the preparation of the northern 
energy policy. We already have met to ensure that our involvement will be there 
and our kinds of recommendations will be subm i tted to In dian and Northern Affairs. 
Now, my only concern was that the Treasury Board has insisted that measures be 
taken to ensure a high federal visibility in the distr ib ution of funds and require 
a report by October 1st, 1981 on how this visibility has been achieved . Now, I 
think that one clear area of high visibility, which I feel the federal government 
lacks right now, is a working relationship with any other government . Certainly, 
there seems to be a consta nt conflict between the federal government and the 
provinces and I think for the first time we have been able to at l east address, 
or start a working relationship. I only hope that the Treasury Board wi l l 
recognize that working relationship and not just suggest that being able to 
finance any subsidies will be the only area in which they can check on their 
visibility, but rather, that there is a working relationship that they have 
created here and maybe if it continues it might hav e an effect on their 
relationships in other places. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Item 3, oral questions. Mr. Noah. 

Question 63-81(1): Patients From Outside Of Yellowknife 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister 
of Health and Social Services . It was a question put forward las t year by 
Kane Tologanak, but it seems like there has been nothing done about it. It is 
concerning the people who come to Yellowknife when they are sick. I am Inuit 
and these people involved are Inuit, just by looking at them , I feel that I 
must help them . 

Yesterday, when I went up to the airport around 10 :3 0 , there were people who 
came in, and also from Cambridge, they came in by DC-3. Some people were 
escorted from the airport. I also know that Gjoa Haven people come -- especially 
one Rerson from Gjoa Haven was sitting in the a irpor t for over an hour and it 
looked like he was just being ignored, maybe because there was no representative 
from that hospital to pick him up, and nobody seemed to know who he was. 
Maybe he left the airport after I left. It was around 12:00 o'clock or 11 :30 
that I returned from the airport. He was st il l sitting there when I left, 
all t hat time. Now, if the Minister of Health and Social Services can inform 
the House of the policy of their department, are the re any good i nterpreters 
and goo d escorts from the airport for the people that come out to Yellowknife 
when they are sick, and also ladies that are pregnant, to ensure that are they 
properly looked after when they come to Yellowknife? Are they well informed 
as to where they would be going? Could the Minister please reply? Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Mr . McCallum. 

Return To Question 63 - 81 (l): Patients From Outside Of Yellowknife 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, when people are referred to the Stanton 
Yellowknife Hospital, they are referred by a medical practitioner, be that a 
doctor or a nurse. People who come from Gjoa Haven, Cambridge Bay or that 
area, those people, as Members will appreciate, are the responsibility of the 
federal Department of Health and Welfare and again, I do not want it 
misinterpreted t hat I am attempting to evade any question, but those people 
when they are referred, they are referred by federal medical people. As far 
as I know, when people are referred to the Stanton Yellowknife Hospita l , the 
Stanton Yellowknife Hospital is made aware of these patients coming there, 
but in point of fact any patient is wel l cared for at the hospital, not just 
in terms of particular people, be they pregnant women or be they people who 
have other particular needs to be addressed in the hospital. 

Again, as far as I know, the interpretation that is provided there is 
interpretation that meets the needs of the people. Now, again, that in turn 
is provided by the board of management and if in fact that interpretat i on or 
that kind of awareness is not as such in the hospital, if Members would give 
me the instances where the people were not getting that, I would obviously 
take it up with the board of directors to ensure that t he ki nds of services 
that people require are being met at the Stanton Yellowknife Hospital or the 
other two hospitals under our jurisdicti on. 

MR. SPEAKER : Item 3, oral questions. Mr. Cu rley. Keewatin South. 

Question 64-81 (l): Informing Federal Autho ri ties Of Patients' Problem 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, supplementary to Mr. Noah, could the Minister also maybe 
assure this House that he will undertake to inform the regional director of 
medical services of the present problem that exists? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon. Mr. Mccallum. 
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Return To Question 64-81(1) : Informin g Federal Authorit i es Of Patients' Prob lem 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Spea ker , I most ce rtainly wil l. 

MR. SPEAKER : Than k yo u. Mr. Cur ley. 

Question 65-81(1) : Referral Of Patients By Nurses 

MR. CURL EY : I also have a question to the Minister of Health. It is my 
understanding t hat pa ti ents or people that are sick cannot be referred except by 
the nurses in my riding, to have doctors check t hem in Yellowk nife. I would l i ke 
t o as k the Min is t e r if that al so appli es to the Members of the Assemb l y . 
Suppos i ng that I was sick, would I have to be referred by t he nurses, before they 
can even examine my i l lness -- a patient cannot go to the doctors here unless 
advised or referred by nu r ses in my ridin g? So I would like you to answer 
whether that also applies to us. Before we can go to a doctor, would we have to 
have a referral from the nurses in my ridin g? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon . Mr. McCallum. 

Return To Question 65 - 81 ( 1 ) : Referral Of Patients By Nur ses 

HON . ARNOLD McCA LLUM: Mr. Chairman, the Member , whi l e he is here, would have no 
problem at all going down to make an appointment with a doctor or going into the 
hosp i tal as an outpat i ent, non e what soeve r, while he is he r e in Yell owk nife. 
The hospital is there, the services are there . Again, the Member, if he wishes 
whi l e he is in Rankin Inlet -- some patients have been referred here by a medical 
pract iti oner . Other patients would si mply mak e their own pa rti cul ar ar ran geme nts 
to co ntact a doctor o r physician or even the hospital here on their own . I 
would expect that the federal government would look after ind i viduals regardless , 
but I certainly do not see any difficulty in the Member mak in g his own 
arrangemen t s to go to the hospital while he was here o r even for that matter , if 
he wanted to while he was in the Keewat i n. Most people within that area I think 
prefer to go south into Winnipeg and it may be in t hat part icul a r instance that 
it would be necessary for th em to be ref e rred, that is to get the kind of 
compensation for travel ass i stance from Nat i onal Health and Welfare, by a medical 
practitioner. 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr. Cur l ey . 

Suppl e men tar y To Quest i on 6 5- 81 ( l ) : Referral Of Pat i en ts By Nurses 

MR . CUR LEY : Mr. Speaker, I am a bi t concerned. A supplementary question he r e. 
I would like the Minister to actua ll y f i nd out about the fact through the 
r eg ion a l directo r of th e medi ca l services, beca use eve n though the individu a l 
had phoned the doctor here directly, this indiv i dual was advised that they would 
f i rst have to be referred by the nurses. So when the nurses were contacted at 
that particula r sett lement , they said this was po l itica ll y no t ad vi sab le so th ey 
could not do anything abo ut it . I th ink there is poss i bly some policy that might 
have been established by the Department of Health and Welfare . If so , could the 
Minister undertake to find out about the facts and let me know? 

MR. SPEAKER : The Hon. Mr. Mc Ca 11 um . 

Return To Supp l ementary To Question 65-81 (l) : Referra l Of Patients By Nu rses 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, if the Member then has an instance where this 
is a fa ct , I would very much want to ha ve that kind of in formatio n, a nd go with 
in format i on to the zone director , Dr . Martin. If the Member would be ki nd enough 
to give me that pertinent information, I would 99 with i t to him . I will as well 
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ask Dr . Marti n about the kind of policies that now are in existence or whether 
there has be~n any change to those policies that the National Health and Welfare 
have in providing transportation to or from and referra l to an existi ng hospital 
f acility in the Territories. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you . Mr . Curley , supplementary . 

Fu r ther Supplementary To Question 65 - 81( 1 ): Referral Of Patients By Nurses 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, supplementary . I am not at all inferring that the patients 
from my riding should go there, but on occasions people who do come here find it 
convenient, you know, that it would be advisable for t hem to get a medica l 
check-up while in Yellow knife, like myself for instance . My concern is that the 
nurses would indicate that because of political considerat i on, they were not ab l e 
to refe r them to a doctor . Even the doctor here in town was not able to make an 
appointment even though the individual was not goi ng t o c harge any airfare or 
whatnot coming into town, but this is the kin d of concern that I have. I wou l d 
just like you to get in touch with the regional director of the medical serv i ces 
and fi nd out whether in fact he has established pol i cies and i f they have 
establ i she d policies, would the Members of the Assembly be given the benefit of 
that information . 

MR . SPEAKER: The Hon. Mr . McCallum. 

Retur n To Further Supplementary To Quest i on 65 - 81(1 }: Referral Of Patien t s By 
Nurses 

HON . ARNOLD McCAL LUM: Mr . Speaker, I would certainly pursue this matter of the 
health policy of the federal government with Dr . Martin. I th in k my colleague, 
the Hon. Mr. Nerysoo, indicated that when we are discussing the health budget, 
I intend to have Dr. Martin here as a witness so that questions that are applicable 
to the federal representative can then be made directly to him . That is not to 
say that I will not pursue these things but as far as I know, at the present time 
there is nothi ng to stop anybody while they are in Yellowknife from going to get 
a medical examination if one wants, if they can make that kin d of an appointment 
with a doctor . For that matter, if you require outpatient service at the 
hospital, at the Stanton Yellowknife, there is nothing that would stop you or 
anybo dy e l se from going directly to the hospital. You have a medicare card. 
That is all you need in the Northwest Territories and you s houl d be able to get 
that. 

Again, a lot of the concerns that have been expressed to Mr. Speaker i n terms of 
questions regarding health in the Territories obviously are a concern of mine. 
would like to see, as I have indicated many times , that we would pr ovide the 
health serv i ces. Unfortunately, that is not going to happen in the Northwest 
Territories. We, as a government, are not going to be transferred that 
re sponsibility as much as you or I or any othe r Member would like to have them. 
They are and will continue to be the federal government's responsibi lity and 
the questions, in a lot of instances, that are being placed to this government 
for a response, are questions that come under or s hould be more properly 
addressed to a federal representative. Not that I will hesitate in bringing those 
concerns to that particular person or persons about -- the concerns that are 
raised here by Members as to the total health. We are concerned as well, but a 
lot of these questions are more properly addressed to the federal government . 



- 462 -

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Item 3, oral questions . Mr. Noah, you have a question? Q 
Question 66-81(1): Patients Not Understanding Enalish 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am just going to ask my 
quest i on to the Minister of Health. For those who are English , when they -
th i s has come into the office . That incident yesterday, when that person from 
Gjoa Haven was at the airport and I left hi m at the airport, he did not give me 
a clear answe r . Is the hospital go i ng to do these things to the people that are 
coming to the hospital for the first time, make them wait in the airport? It 
is kind of dangerous for a person, when you do not know where the hospital is, 
who to contact, and who is going to be your interpreter. If I was going to be 
like that, and I did not speak a word of English, I would not be very happy if 
I had to wait in the airport for about an hour, if I was coming from Gjoa 
Haven. Maybe sometimes you have to wait six hours. 

I think this is a very big prob l em and if it does not get resolved -- if a white 
person was to go to an Inuit settlement that did not speak a word of English, I 
wonder how he would feel. I mean, they do not understand a word of Enn lish, and 
not knowing the language well, and not knowing where the ho spital is, and i f 
you did not know where you are going who to call. This is very i mporta nt, so we 
have to deal with it starting now. 

MR. SPEAKER: I would just like to remind Members of Rule 39 . Oral questions 
and returns are both supposed to be brief, with only essential facts and no 
arguments of opinions. I realize that the Members are very concerned about this, 
and so am I, as you may have noticed in my reply. However, I think maybe if you 
get together a meeting wi th the Hon. Mr. McCallum and Dr. Martin, I am sure 
they could solve the probl em and give you some definite answers. However, if 
you want to bring it up in another item, make a mot io n that we invite Dr. Mart i n 
to answer questions in the House, but I do not th i nk this is the place for i t , 
because the Hon. Mr. Mccallum has not got all the answers to it. It is a 
federal responsibility as well as Social Services. So, we wil l continue with 
Item 3, oral questions. Mr. Sibbeston, the honourable Member for Mackenzie 
Liard. 

Question 67-81 (1): Funds Provided To The Tutorial Assistance Program 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, a question to the Minister of Education. Mr. Speaker, 
I recently rec e ived a l etter from the Fort Simpson education committee stating 
that the committee itself was having to put money into the tutorial assistance 
program at the local school. The committee felt that it sho uld not use it s 
own funds, which i s really funds for cultural inclusion and s o forth, to 
sponsor such a program . My question is , can the Minister see if funds can be 
made available to the tutorial assistance program, so that the program can 
continue for the remainder of the year? I understand that they have fund s only 
for February, in fact, 1981. 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable Member for Frobis her Bay, Mr. Patterson. 

Partial Return To Question 67-81(1): Funds Provided To The Tutorial Assistance 
Pro ram 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would have been, probably, 
able to answer this right now i f the Fo rt Simpson committee had sent their 
letter to me or a copy to me. Thi s is the first I have heard of the difficulty. 
I agree that it i s undesirab l e that local education authorities use their own 
funds in supporting school programs and I will certai nl y look into it and reply 
back. I cannot tell you r i ght now what we can do, but I will reply. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: I wonder if the honourable Member fo r Mackenzie Liard would li ke 
to hold that fer Item 4 , written questions? Item 3, oral questions . Item 4, 
questions and returns. 
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ITEM NO. 4: QUESTIONS AND RETURNS 

Ms Cournoyea, the honourable Member for the Western Arctic. 

Question 68-81 (1): Bids On Tenders By Native Businesses 

MS COURNOYEA: I have a question for the Minister of Local Government. Is the 
Minister aware that the Department of Economic Development, in their educational 
program , have gone to a great deal of trouble to advise and caution native 
businesses on the merits of placing reasonable economic bids on tenders? Is the 
Minister aware that, by and large, Local Government purports to support the same 
determ i nation? Is the Minister aware that on a number of occas i ons a lowest bid 
by native businesses has been discouraged, not accepted or turned down for the 
good of that particular native business? 

Wi l l the Minister advise this Assembly why Loca l Government permitted I nuvialuit 
businesses, bidding reasonably on an 8000 cubic yard gravel contract to be passed 
by , to allow a non-native business, barely operating and in the throes of 
bankruptcy, to secure a contract in Akl~vik at an obviously uneconomic bid? 
Would the Ministe r tell t his Assembly w'hy thi s was permitted and why continua l 
extensions are being allowed by the Department of Local Government when loca l 
native contractors are standing by to get the gravel haul completed before 
spring in a reasonable timeframe? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Item 4, questions and returns . 
Ms Cournoyea. 

Question 69-81(1) : International Convention On The Porcupine Caribou Herd 

MS COURNOYEA: I have a question to the Minister of Renewable Resources, 
Richard Nerysoo . Would the Minister please inform this Assembly if he is 
able to table the last draft of the i nternational convention on the Porcupine 
caribou herd. Would the Minister pl ease inform the Assembly what meetings have 
taken place in this regard? Would the Minister please inform this Assembly on 
what basis he has formulated opinion that this draft contains the necessary 
elements to be able to move ahead and to state that this is an acceptab l e draft 
to enable him to move ahead. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Item 4, questions and returns. The honourable Member 
for Yellowkn i fe Centre. 

Question 70-81 (1) : Evasion Of Government Of NWT Taxes On L iguor 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you , Mr . Speaker . This quest i on is for the Minister 
responsible for the Liquor Control System. Will the Minister indicate whether, 
and to what extent, the government is aware of northerners evading Government 
of the Northwest Territories taxes on liquor by smuggling liquor into the 
Northwest Territories, and further, what measures does the gove r nment take to 
prevent such smuggling and bring offenders to justice? 

---Laughter 

AN HON. MEMBER: Shame : 

MRS . SORENSEN: Who would do that? 

MR. SPEAKER: Item 4, questions and returns. The honourable Member for 
Yellowknife South . 
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Question 71-81(1): Use Of Pesticides And Insecticides In The NWT 

MRS. SORENSEN: I have four here, making up for my lack of any yesterday. My 
first one is to the Minister of Renewable Resources, the Hon . Mr. Nerysoo. 
My question concerns the use of pest i cides and insecticides in the Northwest 
Territories. Has this government given approval by permit or otherwise for the 
use of any pesticide or insecticide in the Northwest Territories i n the last 
three years? If so, to whom and when and for what reason? What monitoring 
system was used for the safety of the handlers and the protection of the 
environment? 

MR . SPEAKER : Item 4, questions and returns. The honourable Member for 
Yellowknife South. 

Quest i on 72-81(1): Rate Rationalizat ion For NCPC 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Hon. Richard 
Nerysoo, Minister of Energy . In reply to oral Question 6-81(1) concern i ng the 
development of an energy policy, the Mi nister r esponsible for Energy mentioned 
that government departments had been working on NCPC rate rationalization. Co uld 
the Minister answer the following questions for this House: 

l. What is rate rationalizati on and how does it differ from the current schedule 
of rates now applied by NCPC? 
2. What is this government's posit ion on r a t e rationalization? 
3. Will there be public in put if any changes to the current structure of NCPC 
rates are to be changed? 

MR. SPEAKER : Item 4, questions and returns . The honourable Member for 
Yellowknife South . 

Question 73-81(1): Establishment Of A School Of Mining In The N\H 

MRS. SORENSEN: This question is directed to the Minister of Economic Development 
and Tourism. Since the mining industry, next to government , is t he number 
one industry and employer in the Northwest Territories, and since this government 
is anx i ous that northern r es idents take full advantage of business and job 
opportunities created by industry and development, and in addit i on because most 
jobs in the mining indu stry now demand some training, particularly for safety 
sake, I would ask the Minister of the Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism if his department, or any other department of th e government or the 
federal government, has studied the feasibility of establishing a school of m1n1ng 
in the Northwest Territories? If so, what did the studies reveal and could those 
studies be tabled in this House? 

MR. MacQUARR I E: Hear, hear'. 

MR . SPEAKER: Item 4, questions and returns. The honourable Member for 
Yellowknife South. 

Question 74-81 (l): Information Re Government Programs And Unemployed Youth 

MRS. SO RENSEN : My last question, Mr. Speaker, is to the Ministers of Social 
Services and Economic Development and Tourism . Would the Ministers provide 
the following information to this House: 

l. How many dollars hav e been spent in the Fort Simpson, Fort Providence, 
Wrigley, Fort Norman and Fort Good Hope, Hay River a nd Fort Resolution for 
social assistance, STEP, and other territorial make work projects and programs, 
housing and utilities subs idie s, federal Canada Works and all such similar 
federal progran,s in the last two fiscal years? 
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2 . Give this House an indication of how many people are unemployed in these 
comm uni t i es i nc l ud i ng young people between the ages of 15 to 21 who are not 
i n school? 
3. In addition , give this House an indication of how many young people that are 
now in school i n these comm unities or from these communities who are between the 
ages of 15 to 21 who wil l soon be look i ng fo r employmen t. 

MR. SPEAKER : Item 4, questions and returns . Mr . Curley . Keewat i n South . 

Quest i on 75 - 81(1) : NWT Game Council Status 

MR . CURLEY : My quest i on is to the Minister of Renewab l e Resources . Could the 
Minister te l l th i s House what t he present status of the Northwest Terri t ories 
Game Council is? Secondly, what has the council done during this past year and 
more recent l y up to now? 

MR. SPEAKER : Item 4 , questions and returns . Are there any returns? 

I tem 5, pe t i tions . 

Item 6, tabling of documents . 

ITEM NO . 6 : TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

The Hon. Mr. Butters . 

HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I wish to table the following documents: Tabled 
Document 16 -81(1) , Government of the Northwest Territories Annual Report of 
Territo r ial Acco unts for the Fisca l Year 1979-80 . 

Tabled Document 17-81 (1), Report to the Council of the Northwest Territories on 
t he exa mination of the Accounts and Financial Statements of the Government of 
the Northwest Territories for the year ended March 31st, 1980, by the Auditor 
Genera l of Canada. This second document, Mr. Speaker, has been interpreted and 
will be discussed on Thursday , two days hence, at which time the Auditor General 
and other people of his staff will be present as witnesses. 

MR . SPEAKER : Item 6, tabling of documents. 

Item 7, reports of standing and special committees. 

Item 8, notices of motion. 

ITEM NO . 8: NOTICES OF MOTION 

The honourable Member for Mackenzie Liard. 

Notice Of Motion 12-81(1 ): Assembly's Objections Re Environmental Assessment 
Panel's Report To The Federal Government 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I wish to give notice that on March the 4th I will 
move the following motion: That the Legislative Assembly state its objections 
to the Environmental Assessment Panel report, particularly as regard to the 
report ' s recommendations, on aboriginal rights and resource revenue sharing 
issues, and convey these objections directly to the federal government. 

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of motion. The Hon. Mr. Butters. 

Notice Of Motion 13-8; ( l): Audi tor General 's Report Referred To Committee Of 
The Whole 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker , I give notice that on February 19th, I will move 
the Auditor Genera l 's report into committee of the whole for discussion purpose~. 

MR. SPEAKER: Item 8, notices of motion. 
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HON . TOM BUTTE RS: I was wondering if I might have unanimous consent from the 
House to move the Au di tor General's report in t o c ommi ttee of the wh ole a t this 
moment , sir . Then I wi ll not forget it. 

SOME HON . MEMBERS : Agreed . 

MR. SPEAKER: Requesting unanimous consent . Do I hear any nays? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

- --Agreed 

MR . SPEAKER: Proceed, Mr. Butters. 

Motion 13-81(1): Auditor General's Report Referred To Committee Of The Who l e 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Speaker: 

WHEREAS the Auditor Genera l and members of hi s staff will be before us 
as witnesses on Thursday afternoon ; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move Tab l ed Document 17- 81(1), Report to the Council 
of the Northwest Territories on the examination of the Accounts and 
Financial Statements of the Government of the Northwest Terr i tories 
for the year e nded March 31, 1980, into committee of the whole for 
general discussion . 

Mot i on 13-81(1), Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Have we a seconder? Mr . Patterson. All in favour? Down. 
Contrary? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Item 10, notices of motion for first reading of bil l s. 

Item 11, introduction of bills for first reading . 

Item 12, second reading of bills . 

Item 13, consideration in committee of the who l e of bi l ls , recommendations to 
the Legis l at ur e an d other matters . 

I TEM NO. 13: CONSIDERATION IN COMM IT TEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS, RECOMMENDAT I ONS 
TO THE LEGISLATU RE AND OTHER MATTERS 

Bill 1- 81 (l), An Ordi nance Respecting Expenditures for the Public Service for 
the Fisca l Year End i ng the 31st Day of March, 1982 . Note, departments expected 
to be considere d are Finance, Information and Personnel . 

MRS. SORENSEN: Ag r eed . 

MR. SPEAKER : Ag r eed . 

---Agreed 

Mr . Noah in t he chair, pleuse. 
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---Legislative Assembly resolved into comm i ttee of t he whole for consideration 
of Bill l-81(1), Appropriation Ordinance, 1981-82 , with Mr. Noah in the chair. 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER BILL 1-81 (l ), APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE, 1981-82 

Department Of Finance 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): (Translation) We are now on the Department of Finance, 
page 6. 01. Mr. Butters . 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Chairman, I would like to ask leave of t he commit tee 
to invite my Deputy Minister, Mr. Nielsen, who m I believe is in the Ho use, if 
he could join us and I will take the witness stand with him . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah) : Agreed . (Translation) Please esco r t the witness . 
(Translation ends) Mr. Butters, general comments. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Chairma n, my comments will be very brief which ha s been a 
favourite word of Members this afternoon. As Members are aware , I have recently 
assumed responsibility for the Fin anc e portfolio. It is the first time that 
an elec ted Member has so served. I would like to r emind Members that yesterday 
when the fi nancia l management board estimates were d~scussed , I appeared before 
you at that time in t he role of dep uty chairman of that committee. 

The reason for these remarks is to indicate that the management of the finances 
of t hi s gove rnment is very much a joint and a co-operati ve arrangement between 
an elected Me mbe r and our Commis sione r . The organization chart, if I were to 
show it to you , indicates that the Deputy Minister is in the difficult position 
of having to serve and report to two masters and so saying , I would ask that 
s hould the -- although the Commissioner is in the House, he is not now within 
t he ro pes - - but should he wish to comp l ement or supplement anything t ha t I 
say or Mr . Nielsen says, I expect he would raise his hand and bring that matter 
to your attention. 

Present Sit ua tion Of Department Of Finance 

Relative to the department itse l f , I would po i nt out that the figures before you 
are misleading to a certain extent . In one area I will indicate, it shows t ha t 
t he i ncrease in the department's man years is 11. This is mi s leading in that 
only three man years are an increase with the othe r eight t r ansferred into the 
department's responsibility; four from the financia l management board, which 
showed up yesterday in those figures, and there are four data entry c l e rks. 

Two, the figures of expenditures show a decrease in funding and these , too, are 
not accurate, because they do not reflect the fact that there has been a major 
financial item removed from our estimates and that is t he princ i pal on the 
l oan repayments. Basica lly, t hos e are l oans to municipalities. 

Just one other brief comment, and that is the standing committee's motion that 
the financial information system be examined by the Auditor General or members 
of the Aud itor General's staff, which I we l comed in my opening remarks on this 
budget and I welcome it again. I would expect that motion will pass and we 
will take steps to have that direction imp l emented . 

I have mentioned the financial information system. That program i s obviously 
still within the Department of Finance because it was conceptua lized and 
planned by this department and when it is in place and operating , I will be 
very happy to turn responsibility for t hat system over to my col l eague , t he 
Hon . Kane Tologanak. At the present t ime, unfortunate l y, it is under my aegis. 
I think that that is about all that I have to say at this moment. I do not 
know if Mr . Nielsen has uny additional words . If so , I t ur n the mike to him. 
No, he does not , Mr. Chairman , so we will take questions either of a gene ral 
or a specific nature. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): 
then, Mrs. So r e ns en . 

(Trans lation) Mr . Nielsen, if you do not have any comments 
Hav e you got general comments? 

Findings Of Standing Committee On Finance 

MRS. SO REN SEN : Yes . Thank you, Mr . Chairman. I do have, again, some bri ef 
comments on behalf of the standing committee on finance. For the information 
of th e Membe rs, thi s is the department where you can bring up questions that you 
may have concerning the notori ous financial informati on system, of which we 
have heard so much about ove r the past year. It is a ls o the department that has 
been working on the financial management and territorial accounts for the 
government. 

We l earned during the deliberations of t he stand i ng committee on finance that 
we have gone to a new payroll package an d Membe r s may be inte rested in finding 
out more ab out that. We a l so l earned that we have an IBM computer to get rid 
of by April 1, and Members might have questions concerning the disposal of that 
computer . 1/e also learned that t hi s is the department which is involved with 
inven tory of government capital asse ts and Membe r s might be interested in 
asking questions with re spec t to that. 

Mr . Butters made reference to the standin g commi ttee on finance's recommendation 
A3 - 81 c on cerning a compre hensi ve audit on the FIS comp uter program and I will 
present that recommen dation on behalf of the sta nding commit tee later on during 
the detailed di scussion of the main estimates . That is all I have at this poin t , 
Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah}: (Tra ns lation) Thank you, Mrs. So rens en. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR . MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Perhaps, Mr. Minister, what I am 
asking would be of value to others . It certainly is to me, anyway . I know that 
la st year we passed a deficit budget and I am just wonderin g , how i s that handl ed? 
Wh at does it mean now f or the Governmen t of the Northwest Territories? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Noah): Mr. Butters . 

HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Chairman, I will ask Mr. Nielsen to r espond later, 
because of his very great knowledge of th e fiscal situa t ion of this government, 
but as Members will determine on the examination of our supplementary est imates, 
we di d not spe nd as much money as we had est i mated an d r eq ues t e d approval for. 
The one major defi cit area will be the deficit in the Ho using Corporation , but 
there has been a muc h better position than we had anticipated in the costs for 
fuel oil and the consumptio n of fuel oil. I will turn the microphone over to 
Mr . Ni e l se n to respo nd. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah}: Mr . Nielsen. 

Deficit Budget 

MR. NIELSEN: Mr. Chairman, you will recall that the main estir~ates that were 
passed l ast year provided for an approximate $14 mi lli on deficit. That deficit 
was ent ire ly due to a utiliti es projection . Number one, th e leve l of utilities 
expend it ures has not materialized. We are presently investi9ating t he reasons 
for that. We suspec t a substantial reason has been the m1ld winter, but there 
may be ot her things involved. 

Th e second t hing that has happened is t hat we -- I should say, at the t i me t hat 
t he deficit budget was passed, I believe the Leg i s l ative Assembly had reasonable 
ass ur ance from the federal Minister that he would suppo rt a Treas ur y Board 
s ubmi ss ion for th e ext ra cos t of utiliti es . That i s continuina and we ha ve 
reason to be lieve, at the moment, that the amount of utilities - overexpenditure 
projected for t he curre nt year will, in fact, be submitted to the Treasury Board 
a nd we have eve r y co nf idence that it will be approved by the fe dera l Treasury 
Board. 
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On that basis then, the deficit projected for the current fiscal year will be 
comple t ely wiped out. There is no projected deficit for t he current fiscal 
year on the basis of the operations of the Government of the Northwest Territories. 
There is a defici t projected which is because of the Hous i ng Co r poration write 
off of losses of prior years . That is the approximate level of the deficit, the 
projected def i cit, at this time. The question as to whether that level will 
material i ze will be dependent upon the remaining expenditures for the current 
year and the l evel of revenues. If they continue at the same rate , then it will 
be an approximate fou r million dollars. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Noah): Mr . MacQuarrie . 

Covering A Defici t Budaet 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Whatever i t amounts to then -- did I understand you, that 
whatever it amounts to would be covered by making a special requisition on the 
Treas ury Board to cover that amount? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Chairman, I understand that the Member is referring to 
our requirements in the area of fuel oil, and if that is t he case, yes. We 
received Treasury Board approval almost a year ago to bring any overages to t he 
federal gove r nment for replenishment, as it were . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah) : Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE : That was not quite my question, because I understood that we 
may very well not have an over expenditure in the a rea of fuel, but that there 
may very well be a defic i t anyway, because of the situation with respect to the 
Housing Corporation . How would we cover that deficit? Can we go to Treasury 
Board to cover that? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): Mr. Nielsen. 

MR. NIELSEN : Mr. Chairman, the deficit would be handled much in the same way 
as a surplus would be handled in prior years. It would simply go into our 
s urpl us account and we have an accumulated amount from year to year, which at 
the present time is showing a s i gnificant de f icit pos i tion because of loans 
wh i ch were made to the government years ago for the purchase of capital assets . 
Those will be wiped off the books, and the government will show a surplus , a net 
surplus position, so that the deficit would simply be applied to that surplus 
position. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): Mr. MacQuarrie. 

An Accumu l ated Defic i t 

MR. MacQUARRIE: ,Yes, I thought the Housing Corporation was criticized for 
accruing deficits or passing them from one yea r to the next. Maybe I misunder
stood that totally, but I thought that that was one of the complaints of the 
Auditor General, that they ought to be doing that. I do not suggest , then, that 
we are in precisely the same circumstances, but I ask you that, are we? Are 
we entitled to do that? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): Mr. Nielsen. 

MR. NIELSEN: Mr. Chairman, the situation of the Housing Corporation is that it 
is showing a net deficit position. That is an accumulated deficit position over 
a period of years, which is not the same as the government ' s position . The 
accumulated deficit u'nder the Housing Corporation Loan Ordi nance must be 
appropriated by the Government of the Northwest Territories, and that was the 
concern , that that amount be appropriated. In the case of the government, the 
government does have the opportunity, and this would be with federal approval, 
to pass a deficit or s urplus budget in a given year, but it would be ex pected 
that the accumulated surplus would be -- it would not exceed the accumulated 
surplus. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): (Translat i on) Mr. MacQuarrie, would you like to say some 
more? 

Problems With Finoncia l Information System 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, I have one final point, if I may, then. It occurred to me 
when you said that it is not quite c l ear why we have not spent as much on fuel as 
anticipated, that perhaps all of the invoices are not in. There was delay i n the 
implementation of t he financial information system, and so, just quite apart from 
whether it was the right kind of system to get into and so on -- I am not asking 
about that at al l in any way now -- but I know that there were some problems with 
morale, there were some problems with the amount of financial information that 
was availab l e and when it was available . Would you mind just giving us an update? 
I know that you were working very hard to have an interim system in place. Could 
you tell us how that is faring, and where we stand now with monthly reports and 
so on, and final l y then, whether i t could be possib l e that we do not know the 
fuel expend i tures because not al l the information is i n yet? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Just to cla r ify the thrust of the Member ' s question, I 
understand that he is asking for an update of our financial information system , 
j ust where we are now, and when we expect that it will be ready for implementation. 
If that is the case, I think that we probably do not have enough time to go 
through it. I think that the question is very valuable, but I t h in k that it may 
take five to 10 minutes to provide that report . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Noah): Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRI E: That was not quite it . I know that the fu l l implementation of 
FIS has been delayed for some time, but I believe, Mr. Nielsen, there has been an 
interim information system that you have worked hard on, and I be l ieve the monthly 
reports have been catching up. That i s what I would like to know, and I do not 
think it would necessarily take that long. Just where are we at in that respect 
rig ht now? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Noah): Mr. Nielsen. 

Development Of An Inter i m System 

MR . NIELSEN: Mr. Chairman, yes, an interim system was developed. It has been 
operational since June 1980, and as of February 15th, 1981, it was probably more 
current than the system was in prior years. Management statements were taken off 
on February 15th, printed statements, and circulated. The questio n of the 
utilities, which I thi nk was the other one that you had ident i fied, no, we have 
no reason to believe that there are any utilities in voices outstanding. Obviously, 
we do not have any control over input . If somebody does not make up an invoice, 
no matter what system you have in place, it will not get processed . So, at the 
moment, we believe that everything that has been made up has been input and has 
been processed, and so, no , we do not be lieve that th e r e i s a proble m in that are a. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah) : Mr. MacQua rri e. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, and although the interim system is not as ful l a system a s 
what you were hoping with the full financia l info r mation system, are you and the 
various departments quite satisfied that the kind of information that financial 
officers have access to now, is entirely adequate for safeguard i ng gover nment 
finances and for conducting the bus i ness of government? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): Mr. Butters. 

0 
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HON. TOM BUTTERS: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): Mr. Patterson. 

FIS Sy s tem In Regions 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, I wou l d like to know 
how things are working i n the regions as far as the FIS system is concerned. 
Could you give me an idea of whether t hose term i na ls are in operation yet, 
and whether you have been able to s olve some of the prob l ems I know they had 
with st aff and that sort of thing in some places? 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Noah): Mr. Butters. 

HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Chairman, the sys tem will be i n partial operation in the 
region s, I believe by Ap ril the 1st in all t he regions , and I wo ul d ask 
Mr. Nie l sen to supply the de ta ils as to the wo rk that stil l has to be done . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): Mr. Nie lsen. 

MR. NI ELSEN: Mr. Chairman . An int erim data entry system was imp l emented in 
the regions in approximately June of 1980. Since that date, t he data has been data 
entered in the region s , and we have had excellent success, the quality of 
people, t he type of work they are doin g , and their ability to grasp t he 
operations. In fact, I was particularly impressed in the Baffin re gion , wi th 
a young native girl , who I bel ie ve came from In uvi k , and who originally walked 
into the computer centre, quite fearful, but was able to pick t hat up and is 
now ve ry, very pleased. At lea st , that is what s he indicated to me, very 
pleased, and quite proud of the fact that she could run the centre al l by 
herself. I a sked her i f she felt she was in a position to t r ain other people, 
and she said yes. 

Th e data entry is accumulated on a tape which is sent in to headquarters. That 
is a tempora r y arrangement. During the months of February and March, the new 
data entry system for the new financ i al information system will be implemented 
in t he regions . Inuvik is scheduled to be implemented over the next week . 
We anti cipate being in Frobisher Bay certain l y within the next month. The 
financial information system i tse l f will be im pl emented in headquarters 
co mmenc i ng April the 1st, and assuming everything goes wel l during the first 
month, we will then start to move out into t he regions . We wa nt to ensure 
that there is a f ull paralle l run wi th the old system and the ne w system, and 
that we do not move into the regions unti l we are quite satisf i ed that everything 
i s working satisfactorily, but I can say that the ful l accounting system, from 
our point of view is very, very near to comp l etion. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Noah): Mr . Patterson , you have got two minutes, two and half 
minutes. 

Limited Storage Capacity 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Just one very qu i ck, Mr . Chairman. Will the new 
sys t em allow more information to be s t ored from the regions tha n is presently 
permitted? Right now there is a limited s torage capacity, I understand. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Noah): Mr. Nielsen . 

MR . NIELSEN: Mr . Chairman. Absolutely . In fact , as I indicated, we are 
operating on an interim basis with data entry only in the regio ns. Early in 
the new year, we wil l move so tha t the region wil l have i ts complete information 
system stored in the region, a complete regional data base which wi l l provide 
ful l information on all aspects of the opera t ion in each of the regions. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr . Noah): Report progress? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This Assemb l y wil l come to order. Mr. Noah. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILL 1-81 (1), APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE, 
1981-82 

MR . NOAH : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker , your committee has been 
considering Bill 1-81(1) and wishes to report progress. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Noah. Are there any other announcements 
from the floor of the Ho use? There being no announcements, Mr. Cl erk, 
announcements an d orders of the day, please. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Remnant): Yes, Mr . Speaker. Committee meetings: 
Wednesday, Feb rua ry 18, 9 : 00 a . m., in room 30 1 , the specia l committee on 
educat i on . At 2:30 p.m., tomorrow afternoon in Katimavik A i s a 9roup photograph 
of Members of the Assemb l y . Thursday, February 19, 9 : 00 a .m., Kati mav ik A, a 
ca ucus meeting, 10:30 a.m ., Katimavik A, th e standing committee on r ul es and 
procedure. 

ITEM NO. 14: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Or ders of the day, February 18, 1981, 1 : 00 o ' clock p.m ., at t he Exolorer Hotel. 

1. Prayer 

2. Oral Quest i ons 

3. Questions and Returns 

4. Petitions 

5. Tabl ing of Documents 

6. Reports of Standing and Special Commit tees 

7. Notices of Motion 

8. Motions 

9. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bi ll s 

10. Introduction of Bil l s for First Readi ng 

11 . Second Reading of Bil ls 

12. Consideration in Commit t ee of the Whole of Bil l s, Recommendations to the 
Legislature, and Other Matters: Bill 1-81(1 ); Ninth Report of the 
Standing Cammi ttee on Finance; Motion 4-81 ( 1) 

13. Ord~rs of the Day 

MR. SPEAKER : It now being 6:00 o ' clock , this House stands adjourned until 1 :00 
o ' c l ock p.m. , February 18, 1981, at the Explorer Hote l. 

-- -ADJOURNMENT 
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