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Minister o f Indian A ffaira & Northern Derelopsent,
OTTAWA,
Canada.

S ir :  Re: Final Draft o f Regulations Respecting Land Uee
Operations In the Yukon sad Worthvest T erritories.

I hare read with in terest the Final Draft o f these regulations and 
believe that the regulations under Part I are generally v ise  and substan tially  
would govern the actions o f any prudent prospector or exploration geologist 
concerned about the preservation of the environment,

Equally I believe the regmlatlone under Part II  w ill e ffectively  
complete vhat B il l  C-197 has commenced, namely the terminât ion o f exploration 
for minerals In the Yukon.

I  have prospected a t Intervals o f up to  5 continuous years in the 
Yukon and Northwest T erritories over the past 20 years and have yet to  see any 
rea l evidence of serious or permanent damage to  the land surface resu lting 
fro*. prospecting, except when a aine has been developed and la te r  abandoned.

Since the regulations do not identify the land management cone.
I t  Is  d iff ic u lt  not to assusm that a l l  of both te rr ito r ie s  are so encompassed.

The tern "harass wild l i f e "  could have various Interpretations 
but i f  enforced I t  would eliminate the use of a l l  powered equipment for pros­
pecting, Including a irc ra ft  and bulldosers, until the day the "silen t engine" 
i s  Invented.

Section 6 o f Part I i s  eminently im practical. Kature does and 
w ill continue to  make larger excavations which a ll  the taxes secured from tea 
times the present production of mlnerskls in  the Yukon could not pay the cost 
o f restoring to  i t s  orig in al condition.

The permit regulations are such that i t  w ill » eke I t  e ffectiv ely  
Impossible to conduct a program o f  exploration, plan a budget for same, and 
complete I t  within that part of the year that most o f  the Yukon is  free of 
snow cover.

The phrase "permit land" i s  not at a l l  c learly  defined and le  
assumed to  be the acreage of the mineral claim group on which exploration is  
planned. I recently completed a preliminary program of exploration on 1б0 
mineral claims averaging ho acres per claim . Had the work been done In the 
T erritories under the proposed regulation, a deposit of £100,000 would have 
been required. I can Ju st v isu a lise  a budget committee o f a mining company


