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MOTOR T O BO G G A N L E G I S LA T IO N

Provincial  Lcg i s 1 a t i o n

A review of provincial  l egi s lat ion indicates a var iety of 
approaches in regulating the use of Motor Toboggans. Some 
jur i sd i ct ions  define a motor toboggan as a motor vehicle  
and require l icensing,  insurance and l icensed operators.  
Others use special  l eg i s l at ion ,  not defining these as 
motor vehicles ,  but allowing operation only in certain areas 
and at specif ied times. In al l  cases,  a great deal of 
authority in the control of these vehicles is given to 
local  governing bodies and relates to movement on, over 
or near hi ghways.

N WT Ve h i c1 es Ordinance

The Vehicles Ordinance of the Northwest Terr i tor i es  gives 
authority to municipal i t ies and hamlets to regulate the 
operation of vehic les ,  including motor toboggans, within 
municipal boundaries. By by-lav/, municipal i t ies  may 
control speed, hours of operation, routes,  and may place 
r es t r i ct ions  on operation of vehicles in any area. The 
question now is whether further Te rr i t or i es  wide controls 
are required.

The circumstances and conditions under which motor 
toboggans are used in the Terr i tor ies  d i f fer  greatly from 
those that apply in the provinces.  In the provinces the 
great majority of motor toboggans are used solely as "fun” 
vehic les ;  in the Terr i tor ies  a very high percentage are 
used for u t i l i t a r i a n  purposes. To a great extent they 
have supplanted dog teams and are an essent ial  mode of 
transportation for a large segment of the population. The 
Terr i tor ies  do not have ei ther  the mileage of Highways 
or the volume of t r a f f i c ,  on any bas is ,  that exis ts  in 
the provinces. The land in the Terr i t or i es  i s  not 
divided into private holdings or cut up by fences as in 
the provinces.

Acci dent s

A great deal of publ ic i ty  has been given to accidents 
involving motor toboggans. Very l i t t l e ,  however, i s  
avai lable in the way of accurate s t a t i s t i c a l  data.^
The Province of Ontario has analyzed accident s t a t i s t i c s  
over a two year period, and produced some interesting  
facts.  A summary of these findings appears as 
Appendix A. Most s ioni f i cant  is the fact that,  of 323 
reported accidents,  288 occurred on highways, 35 off  
highways. A s i gni f i cant  percentage of the reported 
accidents involved the snow vehicle col l iding with parked 
motor vehicles ,  ei ther  on the roadway or shoulder.  
Operating a snow vehicle while under the influence of 
alcohol also appeared as a s i gni f i cant  factor.

Recommendations

As municipal i t ies have the means of control l ing the operation 
of snowmobiles within their  own boundaries,  no further  
l imit ing 1egis 1at ion. should be required at this  time.



APPENDIX "A"

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
(Province of Ontario)

1. There are 323 of f i c ia l  reports of c ol l i s ions
involving motorized snow vehicles:  288 occurred on
highways, 35 off-highway.

2. There were 53 f a t a l i t i e s :  30 on highways, 23 off-
h i ghway.

3. Of the 288 highway c o l l i s io ns ,  88 including 3 fatal  
col l i s ions  were know to occur on urban roads and 
200 including 23 fatal  col l i s ions  occured on rural  
roads.

4. 86? (249/288) of a l l  highway col l i s ions  occur in the 
travel led portion of the highway. 11% (32/288) occur 
on the shoulder. 2% involve co l l i s ions  occurring in 
the residual area of the highway.

5. Seven of the 26 fatal  c o l l i s io ns ,  and 65 of the 183 i n 
jury col l i s ions  involved the snow vehicle impacting
a motor vehicle parked either in the roadway or on 
the shoulder of the highway.

6. 119 of 286* highway c ol l i s ions  occurred during the 
week-end in hours of darkness.

7. 79% (221/278) of highway col l i s ions  occured on icy 
packed snow, or dry surfaces.  Only 47 occurred on a 
loose snow surface.  19 of the 26 fatal  c o l l i s ions  
occurred on icy or packed snow surfaces.

8. 14% (38/278) of highway col l i s ions  occurred during 
poor atmospheric v i s i b i l i t y  conditions caused by 
fa l l i ng  snow or s leet .

9. 36% (106/291) of snow vehicle operators in col l i s ions  
were under 20 years of age; 12% were under 16 years 
of age and therefore driving i l l e g a l l y .

10. 22% (56/254) of snow vehicle operators 16 years or 
more of age did not hold a val id l icence to operate 
any class of motor vehicle.  Overall 32% (93/291) 
of al l  snow vehicle operators lacked formal 
experience with the operation of motor vehicles on 
the highway.

11. 20% (57/291) of the operators of the snow vehicles may 
not have been fami l iar  with the operation of snow 
vehicles as judged by the fact that they neither  
owned nor did their  immediate family own the snow 
vehicle.  The vehicle was rented in only 5 cases.

12. 23% (62/272) of the snow vehicle operators for whom 
driver condition was stated were described as " ab i l i t y  
impaired" or "had been drinking". In the case of 
fatal  col l i s ions  in which driver condition was 
speci f ied,  50% (12/24) involved a driver in this
con di t i  on.

♦Condition or si tuation not known in al l  conditions.


