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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1981 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon . George Braden, Hon. Tom Butters, Mr. Curley, 
Ms Cournoyea, Mr. Evaluarjuk, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Kilabuk, Hon. Arnold Mccallum, 
Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. Mclaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Noah, 
Hon. Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pud lu k, Mr. Sayine, Mr. Sibbeston, Hon. Don Stewart, 
Hon. Kane Tologanak, Hon . James Wah-Shee 

ITEM NO. 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Before I start on the orders of the day, I would 
l ike to introduce some new staff of the Assembly: Mr. Peter Fuglsang, our 
new Law Clerk. 

---Applause 

David Williamson, Sergeant-at- Arms . 

---Applause 

And Sylvie Charles, records clerk. 

---Applause 

Welcome aboard. 

Item 2, rep li es to Commissioner's Address. 

ITEM NO. 2: REPLIES TO COMMISSIONER'S ADDRESS 

Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Mr. MacQuarrie's Reply And Motion Of Appreciation 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to have this, my first 
opportunity to move a motion of appreciation to the Commissioner for his 
Address to this Assembly and I would certainly l ike to take the opportunity to 
compliment the Commissioner for his work with this Assembly and with the people 
of the Northwest Territories. My assessment is that he is certainly a man for 
this season in the Northwest Territories who in very complex and difficult 
times is unquestionab l y a friend of responsible government. 

I was particularly pleased to see in his Address ye sterday as a first item the 
concern expressed, wh i ch was also expressed by all Members of this Assembly 
yesterday, that the specia l status of native people, who form the majority 
population in this po l itical jurisdiction, should be recorded in our national 
co nst itution. 
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With respect to the concerns that were expressed in our emergency debate 
yesterday, that is, wi th respect to the neglect of aboriginal rights in the 
federal constitution and the roadblocks that stand in the way of po l itical 
and constitutional development in the Northwest Territories, I am not extreme l y 
hopeful that the resolution that we passed will be answered in a way that is 
acceptable to us. In other words, I am afraid that we may not be granted a 
hearing with the Prime Minister of Canada. We were asked in the debate yesterday 
by Mr . Curley to pursue with conviction what we have begun. We were asked by 
Ms Cournoyea to match our actions to our words. I understand from a radio 
report today that the president of the Dene Nation, Mr. Erasmus and the 
president of Inuit Tapirisat of Canada, Mr. John Amagoalik, have urged us to 
meet in Ottawa as a way of showing even more dramatically than perhaps we 
showed yesterday, our concern for these matters. 

I would like to say right now that I, for one, am willing, if our request is 
unheeded, to support the convening of a specia l committee of the Members of this 
Assembly in the open air if necessary, in the square in front of the 
parliament buildings in Ottawa, as people who are ignored and dispossessed, to 
meet and discuss our concerns and, if necessary, to carry placards in front of 
the building and to lobby whatever MPs we car, so that at least if the Prime 
Minister will not listen, perhaps the people of Canada will. 

Member's Concerns About Constitution 

I said in my remarks yesterday that I have concerns about the constitution 
over and above those that were being dealt wi th yesterday. One of them, a 
deep concern that I have, is what I consider an insensitive violation of an 
agreement between Quebec and the Government of Canada that was made at the time 
of confederation. I have that concern. I will not go into it right at this 
moment. 

I also have a deep concern about the entrenchment of a charter of rights in the 
federal constitution which, if it is effected, will fundamental l y alter the 
nature of this country and it will greatly impact on every one of us in the 
Northwest Territories, as well as Canadians right across the country. I believe 
that if that entrenchment is to be stopped it has to be done now. There is not 
a great deal of time, but I recognize, unfortunate l y, that my view on that 
matter is not the popular view; that the majority of Canadians believe it to be 
a good thing. Mr. Trudeau has assured them that it is a good thing, but 
Mr. Trudeau has been known to be wrong before, and I say that he is wrong in 
this as well. 

Entrenchment Of Charter Of Rights Undesirable 

It might seem surprising, perhaps, to some that I should take that approach. 
know that Canadia ns general l y treasure democracy, freedom and justice, but I 
would say that none treasure them more than I, but I can assure Members and 
other Canadians that despite superficial appearances to the contrary, the 
entrenchment -- and that is what bothers me most of a l l, not the charter itse l f, 
but the fact that it will be entrenched in the constitution -- the entrenchment 
of the charter of rights is not the golden road to justice and freedom for all. 
As a matter of fact, I believe i t to be an abomination - - something that is 
absolutely undesirab l e for the country. 

Onl y those who can truly appreciate the potential of democracy, who recognize 
that bl ack l etter l aw is not desirab l e in its own right but is merely a 
necessary evil, and who understand that we take a regress i ve step when we 
entrench wr i tten law where precedent, convention and principle have served 
admirab l y, i f not perfectly, i n the past, will understand why I ca ll the 
entrenchment of a charter of rights an abomination. Only those who have t he 
vision to foresee the creation of a hidebound society where black letter law 
supersedes principle , where litigation becomes a fi r st rather than a last resort , 
where a naive and legalistic approach t o human rights st r a ngles the very spir i t 
of freedom and perverts the quest for justice into a nigg l ing argument about 
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l aw will understand why I call the entrenchment of a charter of rights an 
abomination. Only those who can comprehend that our present conception of human 
rights is flawed and st i ll well down the sca l e of evolution will understand why 
I strongly oppose the entrenchment of a so - called charter of rights. Only tho se 
who recognize the immensely sign i ficant shift in power that is going to take 
place, or that will take place, from the people and their elected representatives, 
who must renew their mandate from time to time and who are direct l y answerable 
to the people -- a shift from that situation to law books and their static words, 
to courts of law and lawyers will understand why I fee l that I must resist the 
entrenchment of a so - called charter of rights with all the resources at my 
disposal, and that is why I refer to it in this foruM. 

I urge all Members to try to appreciate the immense and undesirable impact that 
the entrenchment -- and, again, I say that it is the entrenchment that bothers 
me most -- the entrenchment of a charter of rights will have on this country 
and then appreciating and understanding that impact I would ask Members to join 
in the fight against it. 

Power Politics Predominate Constitution Process 

As my last word on the federal constitution, I must say that the legacy of a 
const i tution and an entrenched charter of rights that result from a process of 
crass politicking mean to me that Pierre Elliot Trudeau is not the great 
champion of democracy and freedom that he pretends to be and he should not be 
recorded in history as such. 

My view is that he is a selfish and determined poli tician who has been 
attempting to use national power to achieve persona l goals, unfortunately at the 
expense of the well-being of this nation. He should resign and let us begin the 
process of constitut io nal renewal once again, the right way this time, with 
part i es of interest be in g properly heard from in a forum where they can 
negotiate with one another in order to address all of their concerns in the 
most equitable manner possible. 

If I have spent time on the process, expressing my concern about the process 
that has been used to create the federal constitution, it is only because I 
deep l y believe that all of us in the Northwest Territories have a lesson to 
learn from the mistakes that are be i ng made in that process . We must not a l low 
power politics to predominate in our constitution building efforts. 

No Single Group Shou l d Effect Constitutional Change 

Ours is an area, just as Canada is in total -- ours is an area of great 
variation in race, language and life sty l e, and no sing l e group, because it has 
leverage through power, should attempt to ram through political and 
constitutio nal development on its own terms at the expense of anyone else. The 
Ninth Assembly, the Assemb l y to which we be l ong, as one of its f i rst acts 
repudiated that kind of approach to constitution building. The Eighth Assembly 
had prepared a position on political and constitutional deve l opment which 
t hough thorough and we l l-meaning, in some respects I feel was not acceptable 
because it attempted to bring about constitutiona l change in the Northwest 
Territories without the consent of significant groups of people. I chal l enged 
that when it was being done. I included that challenge in my election 
platform and when I was elected to this Assembly I was very happy to be part of 
the process which stopped that approach from continuing any fur ther. 

I know that Mr . Er~smus, the president of the Dene Nation, has expressed a 
concern that this Assembly shou l d not be the single forum for effecting 
constitutional change in the Northwest Territories . I absolutely agree with 
him, but I say that he need not have that fear, because this Assembly has 
already in dicated that it does not believe that it has the sole right to effect 
constitutional change in the Territories. 
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I do have a concern on the other side now . I wo uld say that wh il e Members of 
this Assembly and the Assembly as a whole have learned that l esson, I am not ye t 
satisfied that all of the native associations have l earned that l esson; that to 
build constitutions effectively you must have all parties of interest involved 
at every step of the way. I am encouraged by the recent efforts of the Dene 
Nation to make constitution building a public process . They intend to hold 
public meetings and I will be happy to take pa r t in them. They recommend a 
certain style of government, which in some respects interests me very much, but 
the crucial question is not at this moment what kind of government will we 
finally have but, rather, that it be negotiated -- yes -- that there be no 
i mposition -- yes -- but negotiated at what table and wi th who sitting around it? 
Th ose are the crucial questions. 

I would say that a forum established by no single group will be an effective 
and satisfactory forum for constitution building in the Northwest Territories 
not the forum of the Legislative Assembly, but not either the forum of 
aboriginal rights discussions between the Dene Nation and the federal government. 
What we need is an independent forum that has broadly based representation, t hat 
includes representatives from every party of interest who will be affected and 
which, whatever conclusions that forum might come to, would be made the subject 
of ratification by the people who would have to live under the terms of that 
constitution. 

Constitutional Development Committee Inactive 

As an impetus to the kind of constitution bui l di ng that I see, I would recommend 
very strongly that the constitutional development committee of this Assembly 
become active. I am a Member of it. I have on several occasions urged the 
chairman, Mr. Sibbeston, to convene meetings and to begin our part in the process 
and I have not yet been successful, but I have not yet given up either. Our 
committee must become active and pl ay a signif i cant role. 

If there is a reluctance on the part of native associations to have a more 
broadly based representation in constitutiona l talks, I must point them to a 
letter which I will table a little later this afternoon, which I received from 
the Hon . John Munro, the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, in response 
to a letter I sent to him concerning this matter. The reply was three and a 
half months in coming. I can only believe that that was not just apathy on the 
pa rt .. . 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: The posta l strike. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: .. . the postal strike or apathy on the part of officials. 
have very good reason to believe that it was a carefully considered reply and 
the reply says that when we ta l k about po li tical and constitutiona l deve l opme nt, 
toward a government or governments that will have jurisdiction over all people, 
then all people must be represented at those discussions. What it will perhaps 
mean is that through prior discussions between this Assembly, the Executive 
Committee, our Minister for Abor i ginal Rights and Constitut i onal Development, 
the constitution comm i ttee on the one hand, through discussions between those 
and on the other hand the various native associations who have legitimate 
concerns in this matter, that we may be able to agree on the estab li shment of 
some kind of independent forum . Perhaps the election of a constituent assembly 
which would have as its purpose the creation of a constitution or constitutions, 
if we are to have more than one territory. 

I think t hat if the process embarked upon were measured, not hasty as the federa l 
government process has been, but measured enough to take account of t he very 
great difficul t ies that have to be resolved in that kind of process, if the 
process is broadly based and absolutely ensures the participation of a ll people 
who have legitimate interests, if it is based on pr inci ples of democracy and 
justice, then I have no doubt that with in a reasonably short time, to the 
advantage of all peop l e in the Northwest Territor i es in their dealings with the 
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federal government, I have no doubt that in a reasonab l y short period of time we 
cou l d have a government or governments that reflect the aspirations of native 
people, that take into account the principles of devolution and regional 
government, that may very well be clothed in a new forum, that may have a new 
sty l e of dealing with i ssues and dealing wi th the people they represent, and for 
which native l anguages are accorded r i ghtfully a special status. I hope that 
when we later di scuss the contents of the aboriginal rights paper that that is 
the kind of process that Members will agree to embark upon. 

Organized And Independent Strategy Lacking 

I feel in many respects, turning sl i ghtly to another topic, t hat our government 
has been lacking an organized and independent strategy in dealing with the 
federal government general l y. I be l ieve that that is no more evident than in 
t he matter of Bill C- 48. Our approach to that issue certainly was not acceptable, 
because it was not effective, or has not proved to be yet, anyway. We have to 
generate a strategy that properly takes account of the relative strengths and 
weaknesses of the federa l government and the Government of the Northwest 
Territor i es and that learns how to most effectively use the strengths that we do 
have. · 

Bill C- 48 dealt with what are called "Canada lands'' and with the production of 
oil and gas in those lands and that raises a matter that is of serious concern to 
me . I am not at a l l pers uaded that there will be an adequate environmental 
review process for the extraction of oi l and gas from the Arctic Ocean. There 
have been indicat i ons in the past that the process is not adequate . Just one 
or two months ago -- I cannot recal l -- it was reported that there had been a 
spill of one or two barrels of oil near Tuktoyaktuk and upon invest i gation by 
government inspectors it turned out to be 80 or 100 barrels. A small matter, 
but an indication to me that if there are not stringent and careful 
environmental controls on the extraction process in an environment that is very 
de li cate, that we are courting disaster. There have to be more serious penalties 
for breaches of regu l ations and we have to e nsure that the whole process of 
extraction is not rushed so that environmental concerns cannot be loo ked after 
adequate l y. 

I know that the country as a whole has a need for oil particularly and that the 
government i s hop in g through its national energy policy to make this country 
se l f-suffic i ent, but it cou l d be that it is relying too heavily and needlessly 
on the deve l opment of oi l in that frontier region . 

Recently, reading through an address that was gi ven by J.G. Livingston, who is 
the president of Imperial Oi l Limited, he indicated that there are still 
important untapped potentia l s i n southern Ca nada, undiscovered conventiona l oi l , 
the potentia l of enhanced recovery in existing fields, as we see being done i n 
respect to the Norman Wells operation -- that. type of thing could be done more 
widely in the South -- and, of course, the deve l opment of oil sands, and a l l of 
these potentia l s are there. Mr . Livingston said that it was risky as a po l icy 
to rely on early production from frontier oil because of t he technical problems 
that are involved. Well, I say in addition that it is potentially very 
damaging environmenta ll y, and so my position is not to oppose that deve l opment, 
but simply for al l of us to make sure that when it occurs that it is in 
accordance with regulations that are stringent and that are app l ied effect i vely. 

We are not in any great rush economica ll y, the peop l e of the Northwest 
Territories, for that oil . We do have a l ot of smaller projects, mi ning 
developments, that are going on at the present time . They are smaller in their 
impact and more controllable and my position is that we do need cer t ain types of 
economic development and that is more the type that we s hould be looking at, at 
the present time. 
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Housing Shortage In Yellowknife 

I mentioned briefly, or referred briefl y to mines and there is no doubt that a 
resurgence i n mining in the Northwest Territories, among other things, has 
tended to lift Yel lowknife out of a little economic s l ump that it was in for 
a couple of years; but this resurgence, among other things, has placed an 
i mmense pressure on hous i ng, on accommodation generally in Yellowknife. We have 
seen soaring rents recently and for some people a lack of accommodation. I 
find that this matter, particularly the l ack of accommodation, is a great concern 
among my constituents. 

I believe that the Government of the Northwest Territories, as a very large 
employer in Yellowknife and as an authority in housing, must intervene in some 
way in order to help alleviate the problem . I be l ieve they have in some ways, 
and a little later I will be asking the question of the Leader of the Elected 
Executive, to determine more precise l y just what measures have been taken; but 
certainly some of those measures should include attempting to assess the real 
situation that does exist, because it is well-known that there is a problem but 
I am not sure that it is we ll -known just exactly what the extent of that problem 
is. Perhaps it should intervene in a way so as to help make the most of any 
accommodation that is available in the city, because there are certainly some 
vacant units, and our government maybe ought to be getting together with others 
who are concerned and try to make sure that the most is made of whatever 
accommodation is available. 

I feel that it can also intervene in some way -- although I have never been 
sold on the policy that in the Northwest Territories we should be encouraging 
the building of detached dwellings -- but at any rate, at this time in the 
nation when we are faced by such terribly high interest rates, I believe our 
government might also intervene in the sense to help critical cases. It might 
intervene in such a way so as to encourage and assist in the construction of 
rental accommodations. I note in the federal budget that there is some he l p 
in that direction, $7500 a unit I think it is, for 15,000 units across the 
country; but that is not a great deal, and Yellowknife -- if we take as a 
measure the way in which Ottawa pays attention to the needs of the North in 
other matters -- Yellowknife mi ght not see any of that assistance at a ll . 

So I would like to see our government become involved in assisting that and I 
think it might do it in one of two ways. Perhaps the preferred way is to give 
some guarantees of occupancy, if there are entrepreneurs who are willing to put 
up renta l accommodation. I will come to the bus in ess, in a moment, about 
delaying the implementation of our policy, but that would seem to ca l l for that 
measure, a delay . That is one way where they might be able to help. If it 
seems impossible because of the high i nterest rates -- I know that many 
entrepreneurs are not interested in taking the risk at the present time. If 
they cannot be interested then I will pursue the matter of trying to ensure that 
the Housing Corporation becomes involved in reso l ving this problem; because 
the Housing Corporation has built public accommodation in the North where it nets 
in the capacity of being a last resort -- the accommodation is not going to get 
built any other way, so the Housing Corporat io n builds it. We ll, I would 
suggest that we face a situation in Yellowkn i fe, at the present time, where we 
might be looking at a last resort, and if necessary I would want to see them 
do that. 

Mora l e In The Pub l ic Service 

Talking about housing l eads me to another problem which, when I was travell i ng 
throughout my constituency this past summer, talking with many constituents, 
leads me to the concern of morale in the public service of the Northwest 
Territories. I talked with many people who, in my judgment, are not chronic 
complainers, not the kind of people who are always bitching about something or 
other, but in many cases public employees who have been dedicated over the years, 
hard working, effective, and are not generally given to compla i nt; and yet I 
found, among a number, at least enough to make me take notice that there is a 
problem of morale. 
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One of the contributors, certain l y, is the general housing situation , t he fact 
that the government is getting out of the staff housing business at what seems 
to be the worst possib l e time, and wi th a shortage of housing some are calling 
fo r very clear cr i ter i a as to who should get ho using and why. Some are calling 
for some sort of appeal -- usually this matter of allocation has been l eft in 
the hands of one housing officer. I certainly do not want any of what I say to 
reflect on the housing off i cer -- I know if t here is one job i n the world I do 
not want, ever, it is to be a housing officer, somebody who has to allocate 
housi ng - - but because of that very difficult position that he is in, and 
because of the situation that ex i sts in the city, some wou l d like to see some 
form of an appeal to ensure that those that need the housing most of al l are 
those who get i t. 

Something else that of course contributes to the mora l e problem is the upward 
pressure on rents and some have faced two rental increases in l ess than the 
past year, and are be i ng informed about another one to come as we l l. Because 
of some of these types of problems, I had a l ready written to the Executive 
Committee earlier, to ask for a de l ay in the implementation of their staff 
housing policy. The answer was that they must proceed. Well, during this 
session I wi ll try to i nterest other Members - - I know that there are a few 
others already interested - - in bringing a mot i on and asking in that way that 
the Execut i ve Committee de l ay its imp l ementation, that it change the date from 
November of next year. 

Wi th respect to housing there is one little side issue that came up. I also 
asked t he question as to why deputy ministe r s were going to be provided with 
accommodation, when the government was getting out of providing accommodat i on 
for all other employees. It seemed to me to be terrib l y unfair since deputy 
ministers are already privileged in the salaries that they receive, and should 
be treated in every other way like other employees. The response that I 
received was that it is being done because from now on in the Northwest 
Terr i to ri es, deputy min i sters wi ll serve at pleasure, presumably mea ning that 
so l ong as the Ministers are satisfied with their performance they wil l remain. 
If they are not satisfied with their performance or if, i ndeed, they choose to 
have somebody else in the position for whatever reason, that the deputy minister 
wou l d not be subject to the same sort of protection that public servants 
ordinarily are. Now, I can accept that as a reason for providing them with 
housing, if indeed that is going to happen, a nd I will be asking to ensure that 
if that is a policy, it be written somewhere so that all of us know in fact that 
it is a po l icy, and that is the only basis on which I could accept the continued 
providing of accommodation to deputy mi nisters. 

Erosion Of Economic Pos i t i on Of Public Servants 

Another thing that seems to be contributing to the mora l e prob l em among public 
servants is the erosion of their economi c posit i on over the years. I know 
that salaries in the Northwest Territories trad i tionally have been higher than 
they have been in the South, in order to compensate for the hig her cost of 
livi ng, but there has unquestionably been a dec l ine in that di fferent i al over 
the years. With i ncreases i n costs for accommodation, enormous increases in 
energy -- and I guess, from the looks of the budget, we can anticipate even 
higher increases in the cost of energy -- there has been that erosion. 

Then of course, there is the imminent threat that whatever benefits employees 
may have had will be subject to taxation; and again I know that in the federal 
budget last night it was announced that the moratorium wil l continue for one 
more year, and one more year alone . Many of my constituents will be pleased to 
hear that, but I wiuld like to make it clear, a l so, that many of my constituents 
do not see the reception of special benefits and the non-taxing of those, as a 
proper l ong-term solution for themselves or other northerners. They, an d 
certainly I, myself, see that at best as a short - term so l ution, that we do not 
help anybody by taking away from someone when they already have benefits, but 
rather we must work together during this coming year in order to receive that 
spec i a l consideration in salary, to meet hig her costs of living, to see that it 
is expanded to include every person in the Northwest Territories. 
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Last Apr il , I th i nk it was, the Hon. Mr. Butters tabled a paper i n this House, 
a position, a Government of the Northwest Territories position, calling or 
recommending that there be a deduction from income to arrive at "net" as the 
best way of ensuri ng that peop l e who live in the Northwest Territories are 
treated equa ll y and have additional income to meet additiona l costs . I read the 
paper thoroughly, I find it a very good one, I think that is the right approach 
to take; but I think that maybe we have not taken it strenuo usly enough and 
that many parties of interest must come together and agree on a s in gl e approach 
and work hard to bring it into effect before the next ca lendar year i s passed. 

Unfair Discriminat i on Aga in st Pub l ic Servants 

But the morale problem is not ent i rely a prob l em of economi cs, of hous ing and 
erosion of economic position; it extends further. Other matters that I have 
heard from my constituents that cont ribute to the prob l em tend to be that 
sometimes public servants, through indiscriminate remarks of Members of this 
Assembly or others, fee l that they have been tarred wi t h too wide a brush, a1od 
I at times have felt that that has been the case as we l l, because we do have 
many competent, hard-working and unselfish public servants on our sta ff and it 
is unfortunate that they shou ld be made to feel that way by indiscriminate 
comments. 

I know a l so that for some it has been the difficu l ty with the financial 
information system over the past two years that has undermin ed mora l e for some , 
and I know -- well, that matter came up most recently at my cons titue ncy meeting 
just less than a week ago. Also, for some it is a feeling of estrangement or 
a lack of communication with the Assembly and with the Executive Committee, and 
I recognize that certainly part of that must be, and must reflect, the 
uncertainty of the difficult sit uation in the North that exists at the present 
time, and to the extent that the mora le prob l em reflects that, I cannot be 
sympathetic . It is a difficult situat ion for all when we are trying to resolve 
certain fundamental and very serious concerns. To th e extent that it exists 
over and above t hat, that i s, to the extent that it is a lack of communication 
because of in se nsitivity or for whatever reason, then I i mp lore Members and 
the government to be sensitive employers. If the decisions that we reach are 
important, then their impl emen tation is important; and we r e l y on many people to 
implement them for us. If we want the imp l ementation to be successful, then we 
do have to be more sensitive and respectfu l of the people who are called on to 
i mplement them. 

Mr. Speaker , I look forward very much to the remainder of this session. It 
deals with a number of the kinds of things that I particularly like to dea l with. 
I look forward ve ry much to reading the interim report of the special committee 
on education which, while I understa nd it will not make spec i fic recomme nda tions, 
will discuss what committee Members believe to be the pertinent issues and will 
discuss them in such a way that we may be able to understand the kinds of 
principles that will underlie the recommendations when they are made. So I 
look forward to that. I look forward to discu ssion of the Report on the Impact 
of Division of the Northwest Territories and above a ll , to the discu ss ion of the 
Hon. James Wah-Shee's paper on political and constitutional development . 

Mr. Speaker, it has been my pl easure to move a motion of appreciation to the 
Commissioner for his Address to this Assembly. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr. MacQuarrie. The Hon. James Wah-Shee . 

Hon. James Wah-Shee's Reply 

HON . JAMES WAH-SHEE; Mr. Speaker, honourable Members, ladies a nd gentlemen, I 
am pleased to have this opportunity to respond to the Commissioner's Address 
on behalf of the Executive Committee. Thi s session will indeed be an important 
one for there is an opportunity to set in place, a mechan i sm for reaching a 
true northern consensus on the future political and constitutional development 
of the Northwest Territories. 
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As you are no doubt aware, my colleagues on the Executive Committee and I have 
recent l y released a discussion paper entit l ed, "Our Land Our Future ", which we 
hope will be the beginning of a serious discussion on_the internal .. 
restructuring of these vast Territories. We are looking forward to rece1v1ng 
comments and suggestions on the paper which I will be tabling . The paper 
briefly touches on a process to effect political and ~onstitutional change. 
Work i s already well under way to develop such a process. We have met to 
discuss a process, with representatives of the major native claimant groups; 
as well as a br i efing meeting this past Wednesday with the Hon. John Munro, 
Minister of Ind i an and Northern Affairs. 

The process deve l oped thus far is a four-phase process of consensus build i ng: 
negotiations, ratification and referendum, and final agreement and i mp leme ntat ion. 
A broadening of aboriginal claims negotiations is being sought to include 
discussions on political and constitutional change i n the Northwest Te rritories. 
In recognition of this, the process as developed to date, would use the forum of 
the various aboriginal claims negotiations as an integral part of the process. 
More will be said concerning this process during the debate on the political and 
constitutiona l development. 

Changes Proposed For NWT Government 

Our discussion paper also encourages the development of proposals for change in 
the sty l e and form of the government of these Territories. There are three 
such major proposa l s for change currently before us. The Nunavut proposal is 
one which has been around for some time and was the subject of lengthy debate 
during the October 1980 session of this Assembly. Indeed , most of the activity 
relating to the restructuring of the Northwest Territories to date has centered 
around the Eastern Arctic and the Nunavut proposal. The plebiscite is planned 
and the federal government has indicated it will make a decision on the matter 
after the results are in. 

The development of the Western Arctic regional municipality is also a proposal 
for change which has been around for some time. Unfortunately, little progress 
has been made over the past year on this proposal. However, it is an issue that 
must continue to be taken seriously and dealt with accordingly. 

The Dene Nation and the Metis Association have been advocating a western 
Northwest Territories government for some time now, and has recent l y released 
a proposal called "Publ ic Government for the People of the North". The pa pe r 
proposes the development toward provincial-like public government for the 
western Northwest Territories, called Denendeh. As noted in our discussion 
paper, this is a proposal that must be treated wi th the same seriousness as the 
Nunavut proposal. Al though it is basically an outline with many details still 
required to be worked out, and clarification necessary in some areas, it is a 
proposal that appears to be realistic and workable. My co lleagues and I look 
forward to further discussion on these and any other proposal, during the 
course of the session, with a view of bringing us closer to a consensus on the 
po l itical and constitutional future of the Northwest Territories. 

It is ironic that we in the North are finally coming to terms with our internal 
differences and starting on a course of co-operation and consensus, when we are 
at the national level being squeezed completely out of the picture. The signing 
of the constitutional accord in Ottawa by the Prime Mini ster and the nine 
prov i ncial premiers constitutes an alarming setback for the future political and 
constitutional aspirations of the two Territories. As discussed yesterday in 
the committee of the who l e, there are two main concerns with this latest version 
of the proposed patriation package . First is the r emo val of the co nstitut io nal 
guarantee of aboriginal rights from the patr iation package. With the exception 
of the Saskatchewan government, this Legislative Assem bly now stands as virtually 
the only legislative body in Canada that supports the gua rantee of aboriginal 
right s in the constitution. Nevertheless you can be assured that we wil l do all 
that is within our power to lend support to t he cause of aboriginal groups, to 
reinstate the guarantee of their rights in the patriation package. 
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Provincial Input Into Future Of Two Territories 

The second concern is wi th the subsection 9(e) and 9(f) of the amending 
formu l a. It is with great' shock and a l arm that we read that by these two 
subsections the various provinces and the federal government can agree to extend 
the boundaries of provinces into the Northwest Territories or the Yukon 
Territory, and to create new provinces out of the existing Territories. The 
l atter, as discussed yesterday, was formerly the exclusive power of the federal 
government, but now it seems the provinces wil l have direct input i nto the 
political and constitutional future of the two Territories, while we in the 
North will have no constitutional guarantee of being involved . 

It is difficult now, dealing as we are with the federal government in the 
advancement of political and constitutional future. It will now be 10 times 
more diff i cult, to say the least. Indeed, as noted by the honourable Members 
yesterday, provinces could in fact have veto power over any proposa l , to create 
a new province out of the existing Territories. The foregoing clearly 
illustrates the need for this government to be ful l participants at the first 
ministerial conferences ... 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: ... especially when constitutional reform is being 
discussed. To this end the Executive Committee is currently developing a 
position on our territorial participation in conferences of first ministers. We 
do not agree that our presence at such conferences should be at the discretion 
of the Prime Minister in Ottawa. We feel that any subject that is discussed 
by the 10 premiers and the Prime Minister will affect the North and we must 
ensure that our views are heard and heeded. 

The population of the Northwest Territories is just over 40,000 . This has been 
used as an argument by the provinces and the federal government to bl ock our 
aspirations for greater political and economic autonomy. The argument goes 
that such a small group of people should not be given political and economic 
responsibility and authority as have the provinces or control the vast, yet 
untapped resources that lie north of the 60th parallel. However, it is our 
view that the right to political and economic self-determination shou l d not be 
predicated on having a large population. Within the next decade or so the 
Territories will grow in terms of population and resource revenue generation. 
To meet the challe~ges of the future, we must begin now to govern ourselves and 
to benefit from the exploitation of our resources, as well as to participate as 
equals in decision making that affects all of Canada and its various regions . 

With respect to the resources that lie beneath this northland, as well as 
beneath the waters surrounding the Territories, we recognize that there is a 
national interest. We want to ensure, however, that the development and 
exploitation of these resources are in harmony with the needs, desires and 
asp i rations of the northern people and are to their benefit, as well as to the 
benefit of the nation as a whole . 

HON. GEORGE BRAOEN: Hear, hear! 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Bill C-48, if given assent as is, will effectively put 
complete ownership and control of the land and resources on Canada lands -- most 
of the Northwest Territories is Canada lands as defined in the bill -- beyond the 
territoria l government for some time to come, or future governments of our 
present territory . It is still our position that at the very least Bill C-48 
requires amendment, for it further perpetuates the Territories financial and 
economic dependency on the federal government. 

Progress In Aborigina l Claims Negotiations 

I would now like to say a little on our involvement in the ongoing aboriginal 
claims negotiations. The guidelines, as approved in the June 1980 session of this 
Assemb l y, still forms the bas i s of our participation i n these negotiations. 
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I am happy to report notab l e progress i n this complex area of responsibility. 
Our participation as part of the federal negotiating team is now viewed as 
appropriate and i mportant to the process by the various claimant groups. 

With regard to the I nuit Tapir i sat of Canada c l aim, good progress has been ma de 
and has culminated in the recent signing of the tentative agreemen t in princip l e 
on the wildlife provision of the claim. I wi l l be submitting this document to 
the Executive Committee of this government for their approval . We are hap py 
that we have been ab l e to contr i bute concretely and substantially to the 
deve l opment of this document. However, as the agreement has not been fo r mally 
approved by the Execut i ve Committee, ITC or the federal government, I will not 
be able to discuss it at this time. 

Preliminary meetings have been he l d in Ye ll owknife and in Ottawa betwee n the 
federa l government, the Dene Nation and the Metis Association to explore ways 
and means of expanding the federa l negotiators ' mandate to include political 
and const i tutional deve l opment . We support this i nitiative and agree that the 
chief federa l negotiators ' mandate shou l d be expanded to include this very 
i mportant matter. Discussions th i s week in Ottawa on this issue between the 
Mi nister of Indian and Northern Affairs, the Hon . John Munro, represen tat ives 
of the various native claimant groups and myself were fruitful and I anticipate 
that negotiations between t he Dene Nation, the Metis Associat i on and the federal 
gove r nment wi l l be under way i n the very near future. The Committee for 
Original Peoples Entit l ement cla i m has remained inactive since the break-off of 
negotiat i ons last year, i n response to the Minister of Indian and Northern 
Affairs, John Munro's l etter of the 24th of December, 1980. We are still 
hopeful that negot i ations wil l resume in the near future and that we can 
contribute in a positive and mean i ngful way to reach a fair and just final 
agreement. 

I n summary, Mr. Speaker, I wou l d just like to stress the need to promote and 
ma i ntain a unified and solid front in deal i ng with the federal government on the 
major issues that confront the Territories today: the patriat i on package, 
abor i ginal claims negotiations and process to affect political and constitutiona l 
change in the Northwest Territories. In sta t ing these I must agree with my 
co l league, the Hon . Dennis Pa tterson, that unless we are successful in pursuing 
our position on the patriation package, our effort to reach a consensus on the 
i nternal restruct uring of the present Northwest Territories wi l l be futile . 
Thank you. 

- - -Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wah - shee. Item 2, orders of the day, rep l ies to 
Commissioner ' s Address . There doe s not appear to be any other speakers today. 
We wil l go on then to I tem 3 in the orders of the day, oral questio ns. 

ITEM NO . 3: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Mr. Curley. 

Question 1-81 (3): Boycotting Of Schoo l s In Eastern Arctic 

MR . CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, in view of the present constitutional cr1s1 s with 
respect to the native people of Canada, I have received info rmatio n that in the 
Eastern Arctic children are being used to boycott the constitutional clause as 
far as the aboriginal rights are concerned . I would like to ask the Minister 
of Education whether or not he shares my view that children shou l d not be the 
victims of the constitutional questions. Will the Minister indicate to this 
Hou se whether or not he ha s discussed the problem with th e native leaders in 
the Eastern Arctic in an attempt to try and r eso lve the schoo l kids boycotting 
the classes in the Ea stern Arctic? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Patterson. 
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Return To Question 1-81(3): Boycotting Of Schools In Eastern Arctic 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am very definitely in 
agreement with the concern of the honourab l e Member for Keewatin South that 
school chi ldren in the Northwest Territories should not be made the innocent 
victims of a problem which has not been caused by the Department of Education. 
I also fee l that if children are to l d not to go to school, that it is a very 
bad tactic because the children wi ll not understand or appreciate the reason 
for these instructions and may conclude that education is not important. In 
fact, when I attended the annual meeting of ITC in May, the president, the 
past president and other leaders of regional associations spoke very strongly 
about the importance of education. I have spoken today with the president of 
ITC, John Amagoalik, and he assures me that ITC is not responsib l e for this 
boycott of schools; that it was not done on instructions from the president or 
from the orga ni zation; that it i s an initiative taken by communities themselves 
out of frustration and not at their direction . He assured me that he is very 
concerned about the situation and has instructed his staff to encourage people 
not to take this action and I am happy to report that the situation in Baffin is 
now back to normal and that it is only the school in Rankin Inlet where children 
are, in a large proportion, out of school. I encourage my colleague for Keewatin 
South to use his influence to correct that situation and I urge all Members to 
recognize that this is a very poor way of demonstrating our concern about these 
constitutional problems. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Evaluarjuk. 

Question 2-81(3): Present Position On Constitutional Matters 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If the Commissioner 
could come, I would like to ask the Commissioner -- that if he is not here that 
he be able to be asked -- the Inuit that cannot speak English -- I do not know 
who I could ask, but I am concerned about the constitution and I would like to 
know what is going on and what the latest thing they have heard about the 
constitution is. I would like to hear further about the constitution, after 
what we have talked about yesterday. 

I was saying before that, before this is solved I did not want to be in session 
until it is solved . I was wondering who can answer that. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Evaluarjuk. Would you like to ask for unanimous 
consent to have the Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner seated during the 
question period? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR . EVALUARJUK: certainly will . 

MR. SPEAKER: Do we have the unanimous consent to have the Commissioner and 
Deputy Commissioner present during the oral question ·period? Any disagreements? 

MR. CURLEY: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed ? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. SPEAKER: Will the Sergeant-at-Arms please escort the Commissioner and 
Deputy Commissioner to the table? With respect to the question, Mr. Braden, the 
honourable Minister, do you have a reply? 
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Return To Question 2-81(3): Present Position On Constitutional Matters 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I understand that yesterday a 
number of native leaders met with John Munro, the Minister of Indian Affairs 
and Northern DeveJopment, to see if section 34 could be put back into the 
Canadian constitution. Mr. Munro discussed the proposal with his cabi net 
colleagues, including the Prime Minister, and the answer that he br oug ht back to 
the native leaders ~as that they had to go out and convince the provincial 
governments that it was a good thing to put aboriginal rights back i nt o th e 
Canadian constitution. He also said that the federal government would not ta ke 
any unilateral action or action all by itself to put aboriginal r i ghts back into 
the Canadian constitution at this time . So, Mr. Spea ker, that is a bit more 
information which my colleague may not have received . 

With respect to the ongoing discussion of the constitutional issue i n t his House, 
I understand that it is still on the order paper today for our discussion in 
committee of the whole and I would assume that if Mem bers wish to purs ue the 
issue further at that time they could do so under Item 13 of the orders of the 
day. 

That is all I have to report at this point in time, Mr. Speaker, other than to 
say that I understand that your office is looking after forwarding the motion 
as passed to the Prime Minister, the premiers and others mentioned. Right here 
I have a draft document that the government will be sending. It wi l l also 
reflect the discussion and the motion which was passed in this House yeste r day . 
So, Mr. Speaker, that is all I can say at this point in time to my colleague, 
Mr. Evaluarjuk. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Yes, our office has sent the wire that 
was requested yesterday to those persons. Oral questions. Mr. Cu rl ey. 

Question 3-81 (3): Travel Costs For Municipal Leaders 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have a further question to the Minister of 
Aboriginal Rights. In view of the fact that the Executive Committee agrees that 
it is a poor way to demonstrate our dissatisfaction with the premiers and the 
Prime Minister of Canada by boycotting classes by school kids, could the Min is ter 
indicate to the House, since native people of Canada have been blackmailed by 
the provinces and the federal government, will he assure this House that he will 
provide some travel funds to the municipalities and municipal leaders to travel 
to Ottawa so that they can present their case directly to the Pri me Mi nister 
and Members of Parliament? Can he indicate whether he is prepared to pay for 
travel costs of some of these people who have no other re s ources other t han 
their own municipal budget? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. Quite probably , Mr. Curley, that should have been 
a written question, but if the Minister can answer it -- Mr . Wa h-Shee. 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: If the honourable Member will give me the opportunity to 
give him a written reply tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Curley. 

MR . CURLEY: Yes. A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. The Minister just indi cated 
that he is very anxious to get the constitutional position of this Ass embly to 
Ottawa. He just made some remarks a few minute s ago and I am ju s t asking, is 
he prepared to consider providing travel assistance to the muni c ipal l ead e rs ? 
I think it is a very simple one. I think that in view of his pre vious s tatement 
that he is prepared to take the case of this Assembly to Ot tawa -- and I t hink 
that municipalities surely are part of this government. 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr. Curley, your f i rst question, as I under s tood i t -- "would he". 
If you put in the word "con s ideration", you have c hanged the ques t ion 
considerably . Mr. Minister, you could pos sibly an swer that now. 
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HON . JAMES WAH-SHEE: Well, I am afra i d the honour a ble Member has caught me off 
guard here. Regarding the ass i stance, I had assumed that i t was the Members of 
the Legislative Assembly that were going to be trave ll ing down to Ottawa if it 
cou l d be arranged with the Prime Minister to meet, and I was not assuming that 
all the municipa l ities in the Territor i es would be i ncluded in the mee t ing with 
the Prime Minister, but I would like to take that under considerat i on and give 
a reply definitely to the honourable Member at a later date, next week. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Si bbeston. 

Question 4- 81 (3): Air Charter Contract, Fort Simpson 

MR. SIBBESTON : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A quest i on to the Mi nister responsible 
for Government Services, Mr. Tologanak. A number of days ago I had sent a 
telex concerning a matter in Fort Simpson dealing with the two l ocal charter 
companies. Apparently a contract has been give n to one of the air charter 
companies here in Yellowknife and one of the sma l l companies in Simpson thought 
that it had not been given a chance to bid on the contract and I had written and 
sent a telex to Mr. Tologanak regarding the matter. Can Mr. Tologanak i ndicate 
what his response is to that telex enquiry? 

MR . SPEAKER: For your information, it appears that channel four is now dead. 
Channel five is operational . Mr. Tologanak . 

HON. KANE TOLOGANAK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
this moment, after I have considered the telex 
received from the honourab l e Member and I hope 
written form. 

A reply is bei ng prepared at 
and the te l ephone ca l l that I 
to have a reply to him today in 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister . Ora l questions . Mr . Cur l ey . 

Question 5- 81 (3): Pub l ic Housing Re nt Increases 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, I have a question to the chairman of the Housing Corporation . 
I have heard rumours that the Housing Corporation has now set a new po l icy to 
increase the public housing rents i n the Eastern Arctic or possibly througho ut 
the whole Territories. Could he indicate to this House whether in fact this is 
true and if so, is he prepared to table the recent policy change? 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr. Curley , aga i n, that would appear to me to be a written 
question; however, if the Minister can reply, Mr. McCallum. 

Return To Question 5-81 (3): Public Housing Rent Increases 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Chairman, the board of directors of the Housing 
Corporation have been meeting in relation to increasing the minimum rent that 
will be levied against tenants and there is, in fact, a directive, if you l ike, 
from the board of directors to increase the minimum re nt to, I t hi nk , the sum of 
$40 a month. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister . Oral questions. Mr . Curley . 

MR. CURLEY : Mr. Speaker, I have a question to you. When is an ora l question 
an oral question and a written question a written question? 

MR. SPEAKER: Basically, accordi ng to the ru l es an ora l question is i nformatio n 
that under normal circumstances a Minister should have available and at hand i n 
a full manner to satisfy the full question, and previously it generally dea l t 
with more of an emergency nature. We have dropped that section, although the 
rules sti l l state that it should be of an emergency nat ure, but we have dropped 
that for al l intents and purposes, but it is just that a full answer shou l d be 
ava i lable and if the Mi nister can answer them, well, I have no objections. 

Ora l questions, Mr . Sibbeston. 
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Question 6-81 (3): Community Consultation Regarding "Our Land Our Future" 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, a question for the Minister responsible for Local 
Government or I nformation and i t concerns the doc ument that has been produced 
by Mr. Wah-Shee, "Our Land Our Future", in respect of constitutional matters . 
One of the things that I have heard said about the document is that the language 
in which it is written is very difficult to understand by people who do not 
read or know English very wel l . My question i s, what is this government doing 
to inform the Dene peop l e who do not read or know English so that they can learn 
what is i n the paper and, perhaps, be able to respond to all the good things 
that are in there? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister, Mr. Wah - Shee . 

Partial Return To Question 6-81 (3): Commu nity Consultation Regarding "Our Land 
Our Future" 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Mr . Speaker, as I understand it the document has been or 
is be i ng trans l ated into the various Dene l anguages on cassette tapes, which 
wou l d be made available to the band cou nci l s and all the Mackenzie Val l ey 
communities. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions . Mr. Sibbeston. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Minister, t his ty pe of reply seems to be one that is 
common l y give n by government Ministers that something is being done, i t i s 
being interpreted, but as I un derstand it, this government does not have one 
Dene interpreter on staff. It does not have any network or means of getting 
information out to people. I am not aware of the government supp l ying cassette 
tape recorders to band councils, to community counci l s, so how is this government 
going to communicate wit h the Dene people, and part i cularly those in the remote 
ce ntres of the North? 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr. Wah-Shee . 

Further Return To Question 6-81 (3): Community Consul tat ion Regarding "Our Land 
Our Future" 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, I realize that we within the Government of 
the Northwest Territories are not doing much in the area of Dene languages. I 
have been assured by the Dene Nation when I had a meeting with them to discuss 
our discuss i on paper, that they were going to be doing their independent 
complete consu l tation with the commu nities. I feel that at the present time 
our government is not providing adequate communication opportunities for the 
Dene languages because the Dene language to a large degree is not put down in a 
written form . I hope Mr. Speaker, that our government wi l l support deve l oping 
the Dene l anguages in the written form. Regarding this particular document, I 
have been assured by Dene Nation that they will be doing the i r own independent 
consultat i on and I think that, along with that, the only thing that we could do 
at the present time is utilize the cassette tapes . That is the reason why we 
are using that method at the present time. Hopefully, in the future we will not 
re l y totally on this particular method of communicating with the Dene 
communities. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr . Si bbeston. 

Supp l ementary To Question 6-81 (3): Commun i ty Consul tat i on Regarding "Our Land 
Our Future" 

MR. SIBBESTON: One last supplementary, Mr. Speaker. I am aware that the Dene 
Nation , in res pect of their proposa l for constitutional changes, have begun a 
co mmu nity tour, and I am aware that the Dene Nation was in Fort Simpson a number 
of days ago, and I understand they have plans to go throughout the Northwest 
Territories to have their paper discussed. 
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Now, I am wonder ing, is this government propos in g any commu nity tour by 
government officials so that the governme nt paper, "Our Land Our Fut ure'', can be 
discussed and dealt with by the commun ity people? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Wah-Shee. 

Further Return To Question 6-81 (3): Community Consultation Regarding "Our Land 
Our Future" 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, we in tend to co-ordinate trave l s into the 
various communities and regions with the various native groups, and a l so the non­
native groups, to ensure that we have a public forum in place. If you l ook into 
the discussion paper, that is what we intend to do, to hold meetings i n the 
var i ous communities and regions. I would hope that we can co-ordi nate this 
exercise with all the various groups in the Northwest Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. 
Item 4, written questions and returns. 

ITEM NO. 4: QUESTIONS AND RETURNS 

Mr. Noah . 

Oral questions. We wil l go on then to 
Written questions. 

Question 7-81 (3): Night Watchman At Akaitcho Hall 

MR. NOAH : (Translation) Cou ld the Minister inform this House whether or not 
Akaitcho Hall has a night watchman? If not, could the Minister find or hire 
someone to work as a night watchman? 

Some communities are concerned that when some students are being bothered they 
usua ll y get homesick and decide to quit high schoo l in Yellowknife. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Noah . We are having trouble here with the 
translation . That came through on number six. I wonder if maybe the booth 
could make sure the English translation comes through on four and f i ve. 
Written questions. Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Speaker, was that an ora l question directed to me 
from Mr. Noah? 

MR . SPEAKER: I am sorry? 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Was that a wr i tten question Mr. Noah asked? 

MR. SPEAKER: Written question. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Fine. 

MR . SPEAKER: Written questions. Mr. MacQuarr i e. 

Question 8-81 (3): Accommodation Situat i on In Yellowknife 

MR. Ma cQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This question is to the Leader of the 
Elected Executive. In view of the serious shortage of accommodation in 
Yellowknife, will the Mi nis ter indicate to this House what measures the Government 
of the Northwest Territories has taken, and intends to take, to address this 
problem? 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie . Written questions. Mr. Noah. 

Question 9-81 (3): Appointment Of Keewatin Resident To Housing Corporation 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Could the Min ister look into the appointment of someone 
from the Keewatin housing federation board to become a Northwest Territories 
Hou s ing Corporation board of directors member? 
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The housing federation of the Keewatin region would li ke to get invo lve d more 
with the Northwest Territories Housing Corporation board members. 

MR. SP EAKER : Thank you, Mr. Noah. Part of that translation di d not get through. 
However, i t is a written question that wil l be turned in and a written an swer 
given. Is the House satisfied to forego having it reread? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER : Agreed . 

---Agreed 

Written questions. Mr. Sibbeston . 

Question 10- 81 (3): Communications With Communities Regarding "Our Land Our Future" 

MR. SIBBESTON: This is a question for either the Minister of Loca l Gove r nment 
or the Minister responsible for Information and it is: Can they provide details 
and all methods available to the government to have the document "Our Land Our 
Future" distributed, translated, discussed and responded t o by all Dene 
communities in the Northwest Territories, providing a l l means and methods of 
communications intended to be used and the costs invo l ved in such commun ica tions 
undertaken? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. Written questions. Ms Cournoyea . 

Question 11-81 (3) : Departure Of Regional Superintendent Of Economic 
Development In Inuvik 

MS COURNOYEA: I have a question to the Minister of Economic Development, 
Mr. Butters . What ar9 the circumstances of the recent departure of the 
superintendent of the Inuvik region for Economic Development? 

MR . SPEAKER: Written questions. Mr. McLaughlin. 

Question 12-81 (3): Parcel Post Service Termination 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I have a written questio n for the 
Minister responsible for Justice and Public Services. As the Mi ni ster 
responsible for consumer affairs, could you advise this House if your department 
is aware that the parcel post se rv ice of Canada Post may be terminated? As this 
is an important service to remote Northwest Territories communities, could the 
Minister assure that people in hi s departme nt will check with the new post 
office corporation to mak e sure that this service is no t cut off to people in the 
Northwest Territories? 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Wait unt i l Mrs. Sorensen comes back . 

MR. SPEAKER : Writt e n questions. Are there any returns fo r today? The hour 
being 2:30, we will recess for 15 minutes for a coffee break. 

--- SHORT RECESS 
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MR. SPEAKER: We are still on quest ions and returns. Are there any questions? 
Are there any returns? 

Item 5, petitions. 

Item 6, tabling of documents. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With your permission I will deal with 
a matter which we were going to deal with yesterday, but because of the 
emergency debate we did not. Members may recall that there were three young 
canoeists in the gallery yesterday. The group is called, "The Spirit of 
Adventure Canoeists" and they are going to be canoeing around the tip of South 
America and planting a flag of Canada ard of the Northwest Territories at the 
tip. The entire expedition has been financed by the young men themselves, but 
all of the money that they raise by virtue of the expedition they are going to 
give to the Northwest Territories Council for the Disabled and the young men 
were Gerry Lachapelle, Jack Schauerte and Roland Yarjau and the young man who 
was arranging their administrative details, Kevin Brezinski. I would like to 
say, Mr. Speaker, that Mrs. Sorensen raised this matter in the September cauc us, 
and at that time Members who admired The Spirit of Adventure and who certainly 
support the cause of the Northwest Territories Council for the Disabled had 
agreed to donate, each Member, one days indemnity for the Northwest Territories 
Council for the Disabled. We were going to have a little ceremo ny yesterday, 
but as I say, it did not work out, but we did speak with the boys and I wanted 
to put it into the record today, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Item 6, tabling of documents. 

ITEM NO . 6: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to table Tabled Document 2-81(3), 
Letter from Mr. Bob MacQuarrie to Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, the 
Hon . John Munro, July 22nd, 1981, and Tabled Document 3-81(3), Letter from 
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs to Mr. Bob MacQuarrie, October 28th, 1981 . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. The honourable Minister, Mr. Braden. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker, in accordance with section 39 of the 
Interpretation Ordinance , I wish to table Tabled Document 4-81(3), Consolidated 
Regulations of the Northwest Territories: Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of 
Volume II of Part I of the Northwest Territories Gazette; Numbers 2, 3 and 4 of 
Volume II of Part II of the Northwest Territories Gazette; and Number 2 of 
Volume II of Part III of the Northwest Territories Gazette; and Indices of the 
Regulations of the Northwest Territories, Statutory In struments and Appointments 
Pursuant to the Ordinances of the Northwest Territories that have been made 
between the 21st of May, 1981, and the 3Dth of October, 1981 . Thank you. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister . Are there any other documents? 
Mr. Wah-Shee. 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE : Mr. Speak~r, I wou l d like to take the occasion to table 
Tabled Document 5-81(3), the discussion paper entitled, "Our Land Our Future". 
I would like to request that the discussion paper be discussed in the committee 
of the whole next Monday, November the 16th. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wah-Shee. A request has been made -- normally it 
would be by way of a motion -- but i s that agreed that it go on the order 
paper for Monday? Any dissent? Mr. Clerk, you will see that then is put on the 
order paper for Monday. Are there any other documents? 
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Item 7, reports of standing and specia l committees. 

ITEM NO. 7: REPORTS OF STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

Mr. Fraser. 

Report Of Special Committee On The Impact Of Division 

MR. FRASER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The report was tabled yesterday, 
November the 12th, and I would like to report brief l y on the impact of division 
of the Northwest Territories. The committee was established by the adoption 
by the Legislat i ve Assembly on November the 5th, 1980, of the recommendation 
number seven, as amended, of the report of the special committee on unity. This 
committee was instructed to prepare an objective study of the impact of division 
upon the Territories as a whole and upon its several parts and their peoples and 
to di ssem i nate the information resu l ting from this study as widely as seems to 
be necessary, well in advance of any public decision making. 

The committee discussed extensively the most suitable means to ensure the 
greatest poss i ble public access and the understanding of the consultant's 
report. To ass i st in do i ng this, copies of the committee ' s report were released 
simultaneously, yesterday, as the report was tabled, at all regional headquarters 
i n t he Nort hwest Territor i es and in Ottawa. This distribution will incl ude the 
Prime Minister, the Minister of Indian Affairs, the Minister of State, the 
presidents of native organizations and the news media . Each regional director 
has been asked to arrange distributio n within the communities in his region as 
soon after re l ease as possib l e . Because of the size and complexity of the 
report, the committee concluded that any attempt to depe nd on radio and 
te l evision programming as the sole means of telling the public what it contains 
would be unsuccessful. 

Mr . Speaker, I have some reco mmendations. If you wish I will read out the 
recommendations. 

Recommendations Of Special Committee On The Impact Of Division 

The committee therefore recommends : 

a) That CBC and other media be encouraged to assemble information packages 
concerning the content of the consultant's report; 

b) That CBC television be encouraged to develop a one hour program regarding 
the impacts of division as reflected in the consultant's report; 

c) That a special committee of the Legislative Assembly consisting of three 
MLAs who are members of the special committee on the impact of division be 
appointed to travel to communities in the Territories to present and explain 
the contents of the consu l tant ' s report at public meetings and to special 
interest groups and concerned individuals; 

d) That if the plebiscite is held on January the 11th, 1982, the proposed 
special committee visit all reg i onal headquarters; 

e) That if the plebiscite is held on April 14th, 1982, the proposed spec i a l 
committee will visit all regional headquarters and al l communities with a 
populat i on of 500 or more; and 

f) That fu l l use be made of newspaper, radio and television advertising to 
i nform the public of the proposed special committee's itinerary and meeting 
schedule. 
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In making these recommendations, the committee also fe lt that although its 
mandate included the dissemination of information re s ul t ing from t his study, 
because of the financial implications they should be approved by the Assembly. 
The committee also most emphatically stresses that the sole and exc lusive 
purpose of the proposed special comm i ttee would be to inform the public about 
the content of the consultant ' s report and to exp l a in the report. It wou ld not 
be receiving views concerning the proposal to divide the Terr i tor i es. 

Motion To Refer Report Of Spec i a l Committee On Impact To Committee Of The Whole, 
Carr i ed 

Mr. Speaker , I move that the report of the s pe cia l committee on impact be 
referred to committee of the whole for consideration at a time to be set by the 
Speaker, but not earlier than November the 23rd . This, Mr . Speaker, will 
pro vide MLAs with an opportunity to exami ne the report. Th ank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Fraser. I have a motion on the floor. Do I have 
a seconder? Mr. McLaughlin. Discussion . Are you ready for the question? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: All those in favour? Opposed, i f any? The mot i on i s carried. 

--- Carried 

Reports of standing and special committees. 

Item 8 , notices of mot i on fo r fir st reading of bi lls. 

ITEM NO . 8: NOTICES OF MOTION FOR FI RST READING OF BILLS 

Mr. Butters. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 1-81(3): Supp l ementa r y Appropriation 
Ordinance 1981-82 

HON. TOM BU TTE RS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice t hat on Tuesday, November 17th, 1981, 
I sha ll move that Bill 1-81(3), An Ord inance Respecting Additional Expenditures 
for the Public Service for the 1981-1982 Financial Year, be read for the first 
time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Butters. Bill 2-81(3), Mr. Butters . 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 2- 81(3): All -terra in Vehicles 
Ordinance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker , I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 1981, 
I shall move that Bi ll 2-81(3), An Ordina nce to Amend the Al l -te rrain Vehic l es 
Ordinance, be read for the first t i me. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Butters. Bill 3-81(3), Arch i ves Ordinance. 
Mr. Butters. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bi ll 3- 81(3): Archive s Ordinance 

HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 1981, 
I shall move that Bill 3-81(3), An Ordinance Regarding the Northwest Terr i tories 
Archives, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Butters . Bill 4-81(3), Education Ordinance. 
Mr. Patterson. 
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Notice Of Motion For First Read i ng Of Bill 4-81(3): Education Ordinance 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I give notice that on Tuesday, 
November 17th, 198 1 , I sha ll move that Bill 4-81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the 
Education Ordinance, be read for the first t i me. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. Bil l 5-81(3), Fair Practices Ordina nce amen dme nt. 
Mr. Butte r s. 

Notice Of Motio n For First Read i ng Of Bi ll 5- 81(3): Fair Practices Ordi nance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I give not i ce that on Tuesday, November 17th, 1981, 
I sha ll move that Bi l l 5- 81(3), An Ordinance to Amen d the Fair Practices 
Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Bi ll 6- 81(3), Infants Ord i nance. Mr. Mccall um. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 6-81(3): Infants Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I sha ll move that Bill 6-81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the I nfants 
Ordinance, be read for the first time . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Bill 7- 81(3), Interpretation Ordinance. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 7-81(3): In terpretat i on Ordinance 

HON. JAM ES WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, I g i ve notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I shall move that Bi l l 7- 81(3), An Ordinance to Amen d the Interpretat i on 
Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

MR. SP EAKER: Tha nk you. Bill 8-81(3), Mr . Wah - Shee . 

Notice Of Motion For Fi rst Reading Of Bill 8- 81(3) : Judicatu r e Ord i nance 

HON. JAMES WAH - SHEE : Mr . Speaker , I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th , 
1981, I shall move that Bill 8-81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the Judicature 
Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you. Bill 9-81(3), Northwest Territories Housing 
Corporation Ordinance . Mr. Mccall um. 

Notice Of Motion For First Readi ng Of Bill 9-81(3): Northwest Territories 
Housing Corporation Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I gi ve notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I shall move that Bil l 9-81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the Northwest 
Territories Housing Corporat i on Ordinance, be read for the first time . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Bi l l 10-81(3), the Psychologists Ordinance. 
Mr. Mccallum. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bil l 10-81(3): Psychologists Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I gi ve notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I shall move that Bi l l 10- 81(3), An Ordinance Respect i ng Psychologi sts, 
be read for the first time. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you. Bill 11-81(3). 
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Not i c e Of Mot i-o n For r·i rs t Re ad i n g Of Bi 1 1 11 - 81 ( 3 ) : North we s t Te r r i tori es 
Public Service Association Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCAL LUM : Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I shall move that Bill 11-81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the Northwest 
Territories Public Service Association Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Bi 11 12-81 ( 3), Mr. Butters. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 12 - 81(3): Territorial Parks 
Ordinance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I shall move that Bill 12-81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the Territorial 
Parks Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Bill 13-81(3), Mr. Butters. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 13 - 81(3) : Travel And Outdoor 
Recreation Ordinance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I shall move that Bill 13-81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the Travel and 
Outdoor Recreation Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Bill 14-81(3), Mr . Tologanak. Does any other Minister 
wish to read this in? Bill 14-81(3) , Workers' Compensation Ordinance. 
Mr. Butters. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 14- 81(3): Workers' Compensation 
Ordinance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I shall move that Bill 14-81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the Workers' 
Compensation Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Bill 15-81(3), Ordinance Amendment Ordinance, 1981. 
Mr. Braden. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 15-81(3): Ordinance Amendment 
Ordinance, 1981 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I shal l move that Bi l l 15-81(3), An Ordi nance to Amend Certain Ordina nces, 
be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Bill 16-81(3), Police Ordinance. Mr. Braden. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bil l 16-81(3): Police Ordinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I sha l l move that Bill 16 - 81(3), An Ordinance Respecting Police Services 
in the Northwest Territories, be read for the first time . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Bill 17-81(3), Elections Ordinance, 1978. Mr . Nerysoo. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 17 - 81(3): Elect i ons Ordinance, 1978 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I shall move that Bill 17-81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the Elections 
Ordinance, 1978, be rea d for the first time. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank yo u. Bi l l 18-81(3), Counc il Retiring Al l owances Or dinance. 
Mr . Nerysoo. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Speaker, we will not be moving that today. 

MR. SPEAKER:· Thank you . Bi 11 19-81 ( 3), Wild l ife Ordinance. Mr. Nerysoo . 

Not i ce Of Motion For First Read in g Of Bi l l 19- 81(3): Wi l dlife Ordinance 

HON. RIC HARD NERYSOO: Mr. Speaker, I g i ve notice that on Tuesday, November 17th, 
1981, I shall move that Bi l l 19- 81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the Wildlife 
Ordi nance, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Ar e there any further bills? Mr. Butters . 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, mi ght I request unanimous consent to give first 
reading to Bi ll 1-81(3), Supp l ementary Appropriation Ordinance? 

MR. SPEAKER: 
Bill 1-81(3). 

Unanimous consent has been requested for first reading of 
Agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed. Any dissension? Proceed, Mr. Butters . 

---Agreed 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker , I move that Bi l l 1. .. 

MR. SPEAKER: Pardon me, Mr. Butters. We have unanimous consent, but we are 
out of position on our orders of the day, so we shall catch up to you in just 
a few moments for the first reading. 

Item 9, notices of motion. No notices of motion. 

Item 10 . There are no motions. 

Item 11, int r oduction of bil l s for first reading. 

ITEM NO. 11: INTRODUCTION OF BILLS FOR FIRST READING 

Mr . Butters. 

First Reading Of Bil l 1-81(3): Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance, 1981-82 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: I beg your pardon, Mr . Speaker. Thank you. I move tha t 
Bi l l 1-81(3), An Ordinance Respecting Additional Expenditures for the Public 
Service for the 1981-1982 Financial Year, be read for the first t ime. 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr. Braden . Discussion? Al l those in 
favour? Opposed, if any? The mot i on carried. 

---Carried 

Introductjon of bills for f i rst reading. Mr. Braden. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker, I would ask that I get unanimous consent -­
may I proceed, sir? 

MR. SPEAKER: I think it work s better . Maybe everybody should try dropping it. 
Proceed, Mr. Braden. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr . Speaker, I wou l d as k that I ge t unanimous consent to 
proceed with first reading of Bill 2- 81(3) . 
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MR. SPEAKER: Unanimous consent has been requested for first reading of 
Bill 2- 81(3). 

AN HON. MEMBER: Agreed . 

MR . SPEAKER: Do we have unanimous consent? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed? Proceed, Mr . Minister . 

--- Agreed 

First Read i ng Of Bi l l 2-81(3): Al l- terrain Vehicles Ordinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, sir. Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 2- 81(3), 
An Ordinance to Amend the All - terrain Vehic l es Ordinance, be read for the f i rst 
time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr. Patterson . Al l those in favour? 
Opposed , if any? The mot i on is carried. 

---Carried 

Introduction of bills for first reading. Mr. Braden . 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker, I request unanimous consent to proceed with 
first reading of Bill 3-81(3). 

MR. SPEAKER: A request for unanimous consent has been asked for Bi ll 3-81(3). 
Are we agreed? 

AN HON. MEMBER : Agreed. 

MR. SP EAKER: Any nega ti ve? 

--- Agreed 

Proceed, Mr. Braden. 

First Reading Of Bil l 3- 81(3): Archives Ordinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr . Speaker, I move that Bill 3-81(3), An Ordinance 
Regarding the Northwest Territories Archives, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr. Wah-Shee. Al l those in favour? 
Opposed, if any? The motion is carried. 

--- Carried 

Bill s for first read i ng . Mr . Patterson . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, I would like to request unanimous consent 
to move first reading of Bill 4- 81(3) . 

MR. SPEAKER : Unanimous consent has been requested for Bi ll 4- 81(3). Are 
you agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Any dissension? 

---Agreed 
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Proceed, Mr. Patterson. 

First Reading Of Bill 4-81(3): Education Ordinance 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you. I move that Bi l l 4-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Education Ordinance, be read for the first time . 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr. Nerysoo. Al l those in favour? 
Opposed, if a ny? The motion is carried. 

- -- Carried 

Bil ls for f i rst reading. Mr . Braden. 

HON . GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker, may I have the unanimous consent of this House 
to proceed wi th fi r st reading of Bill 5-81(3)? 

MR. SPEAKER: Unanimous consent has been requested for Bill 5-81(3). 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER : Agreed? Any opposition? 

-- - Agreed 

Proceed, Mr. Braden . 

Fi rst Reading Of Bi l l 5- 81(3): Fa i r Practices Ordinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr . Speaker, I move that Bill 5-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Fair Practices Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr. Patterson . All those in favour? 
Opposed, if any? The mot i on is carried . 

- --Carried 

Bi l ls for f i rst reading . Mr . Mccallum . 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I would re quest unanimous consent to move 
first reading of Bill 6-81(3). 

MR. SPEAKER: Unanimous consent has been requested for Bill 6-81(3). Do 
have agreement? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR . SPEAKER: Any negative? 

---Agreed 

Proceed, Mr. McCa l lum. 

First Reading Of Bill 6-81(3): Infant s Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker, I move that Bill 6-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Infants Ord i nance, be read for the fir s t time . 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr. Patterson. All those in favour? 
Opposed, if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 
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Bil l s for •first reading. Mr. Braden. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr . Speaker, I would like to request unanimous consent to 
proceed with first reading of Bill 7-81(3) . 

MR. SPEAKER : Unanimous consent has been requested for Bill 7-81(3). Are 
you agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed . 

MR. SPEAKER : Are there any negatives? 

- --Agreed 

Proceed, Mr. Braden. 

First Reading Of Bi l l 7-81(3) : Interpretation Ordinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr . Speaker, I move that Bill 7-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Interpretation Ordinance, be read for the f i rst time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr. Nerysoo. All those in favour? 
Opposed, if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bi l ls for first reading . Mr. Braden . I wonder whether the government would 
consider the total list and see if we could make an agreement here, rather than 
having to go through this unanimous consent for each one. The danger, of 
course, is that there may be one in there that they may not like . 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Well, Mr. Speaker, I was going to propose something 
similar . I wonder, Mr. Speaker, if I could ask for unanimous consent to proceed 
with first reading of Bill 8-81(3), Bill 9-81(3), Bill 10-81(3), Bill 11-81(3), 
Bill 12-81(3), Bill 13-81(3), Bill 14-81(3), Bi ll 15-81(3), Bill 16-81(3), 
Bill 17-81(3) and Bill 19-81(3). 

MR. SPEAKER: Unanimous consent has been requested for the bills as just 
mentioned. Are you agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR . SPEAKER: Are there any negatives? 

---Agreed 

Proceed, Mr. Braden. 

First Reading Of Bill 8-81(3): Judicature Ordinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN : Thank you very much, sir . Mr. Speaker, I move that 
Bill 8-81(3), An Ordinance to Amend the Judicature Ordinance, be read for the 
fir s t time . 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr. Kilabuk . Al l those in favour? 
Opposed, if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Bills then for first reading. The next bill would be Bill 9- 81(3) . 
Mr. Mccallum. 
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First Reading Of Bill 9-81(3): Northwest Territo r i es Housing Corporation 
Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 9- 81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Northwest Territories Housing Corporation Ordinance, be read for the 
first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Do I have a seconder? Mr. Patterson. All those in 
favour? Opposed, i f any? The motion is carried . 

---Carried 

Bill 10-81(3). Mr. Mccallum. 

First Readi ng Of Bill 10-81(3): Psychologists Ord i nance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 10-81(3), An Ordinance 
Respecting Psychologists, be read for the f i rst time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr. Braden. All those in favour? Opposed, 
if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 11-81(3). Mr. Mccallum. 

First Reading Of Bill 11 -81(3): Northwest Territories Public Service 
Association Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM : Mr . Speaker, I move that Bill 11 - 81(3), An Ord i nance to 
Amend the Northwest Territories Publ i c Service Association Ordinance, be read 
for the first time . 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seco nder? Mr. Fraser . All those in favour? Opposed, 
if any? The motion i s carr i ed. 

---Carried 

Bill 11-81(3). Mr. Mccallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I just read Bill 11-81(3). 

MR . SPEAKER: I am sorry. Bill 12-81(3). Mr. Butters. 

First Reading Of Bill 12 -81(3): Territorial Parks Ordinance 

HON. TOM BU TTERS: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 12-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Territorial Parks Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Do I have a seconder? Mr. Tologanak. All those in 
favour? Opposed, if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 14-81(3). Mr. Tologana k . 

First Reading Of Bil l 14-81(3): Workers' Compensat ion Ordinance 

HON. KANE TOLOGANAK: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bi 11 14-81 ( 3), An Ordinance t o 
Amend the Workers ' Compensation Ordinance, be read for the first time. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank yo u. Do I have a secon de r? Mr. Nerysoo. All th ose in 
favour ? Opposed, if any? The motion is carried. 

--- Carried 

I am sorry. I evident l y skipped one . 
That is ~ fairly good batt i ng average . 

I ca ll ed one twice and t hen s kipped one . 
Bil l 13- 81(3). Mr. Butters. 

First Reading Of Bill 13-81(3 ): Travel And Outdoor Recreat i on Ord inance 

HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker , I move that Bill 13-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Trave l and Outdoor Recreation Ordinance, be read for the f irs t time. 

MR. SPEAKER : Do I have a seconder? Mr. Tologanak. Al l those in favour? 
Opposed, if any? The motion i s carried. 

--- Car ri ed 

I will try to get back on tra ck. Bill 15- 81(3 ). Mr. Braden . 

First Rea din g Of Bil l 15- 81(3): Ordinance Amendment Ordinance, 1981 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN : Mr. Speaker, I move that Bi ll 15 - 81(3) , An Ordinance to 
Amend Cer tain Ord in ance s, be read for t he f irst time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr . Tologanak. Al l those in favour? 
Opposed, if a ny ? The motion is carried. 

--- Carried 

Bill 16-81(3). Mr. Brade n. 

First Reading Of Bill 16-81(3): Police Ordinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker , I move that Bill 16-81(3), An Ord i na nce 
Respecting Pol i ce Services in the Northwest Territories, be read for the first 
time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Do I have a seconder? Mr . Nerysoo. All those in 
favour? Opposed, i f any? The mot ion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 17-81(3). Mr. Nerysoo. 

First Reading Of Bil l 17-81(3): Elections Ordinance, 1978 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr . Speaker, I move that Bi 11 17-81(3) , An Ordina nc e to 
Amend the Elections Ordinance, 1978, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER : Do I hav e a seconder? Mr. Kilabuk. All those i n favour? Opposed, 
if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Bil l 19-81(3). Mr . Nerysoo . 

First Read i ng Of Bill 19-81(3) : Wildlife Ordinance 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr . Speaker, I move that Bill 19-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Wi ld life Ordinance , be read for the f i rst time. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? Mr . Fraser. All those in favour? Opposed, 
if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Ar e there any other bills for first reading? 

Item 12, second reading of bills. 

ITEM NO. 12: SECOND READING OF BILLS 

Mr. Nerysoo. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Speaker, the government would l ike to get consent 
from the House to proceed with second reading of the bills. 

MR. SPEAKER: Actually, under the rules i f we have more than two dissenters, 
the second reading cannot occ ur. Are there two people that do not wish to 
proceed with seco nd reading today? Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I would like to ho l d over Bil l 1-81(3), the 
Supp l ementary Appropriation Ordinance, until I am sure that the s tand i ng 
committee on finance has had an opportunity to examine it before I refer it 
so I will not be putting Bill 1-81(3) forward today. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. Then that wou ld leave Bills 2- 81(3), 3- 81(3), 4-81(3), 
5- 81(3), 6-81(3), 7-81(3), 8-81(3), 9-81(3), 10-81(3), 11 - 81(3), 12-81(3), 
13- 81(3), 14- 81(3), 15-81(3), 16-81(3), 17-81(3) and 19-81(3) for second readin g 
today. Are there any objections? No objections. Would you proceed then with 
Bi ll 2- 81(3), Mr. Braden? Second reading. 

Second Reading Of Bill 2-81(3): All-terrain Vehicles Ordinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr . Speaker, I move that Bi 11 2-81(3) , An Ordinance to 
Amend the Al l-terrain Vehicles Ordinance, be read for the second time. The 
purpose of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the All - terra i n Vehicles 
Ordinance to provide that persons over 60 years of age pay no more than one 
dollar for an al l -terrain veh i cle licence or registration permit. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. Do I have a secon der? Mr. Patterson. Discussion? 
All those in favour? Opposed, if any? Bill 2-81(3) has had second reading. 

---Carried 

Bill 3-81(3). Mr . Braden. 

Second Reading Of Bill 3-81(3): Archives Ordinance 

HON . GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 3- 81(3), An Ordinance 
Regardi ng the Northwest Territories Archives, be read for the second time. The 
purpose of this bill, Mr. Speaker , is to provi de for the appointment of a 
terr i torial archivist and for the establishment of a Northwest Territories 
arch i ves. 

MR. SPEA KER: Do I have a seco nder? Mr. Nerysoo. Discussion in principle of 
the bill? Are you ready for t he question? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Sibbeston. 

MR . SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I take it at this stage the basic principle of t he 
bill is up for discussion. I wa s hoping that in considering the matter on very 
short notice that perhaps the Minister respons i ble would go into some detail as 
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to the need for an archivist and the present status of the whole muse um 
system, whether this government inte nd s to contin ue to call it the Prince of 
Wales Museum or whatever it is named. I was hoping to get into that kind of 
discussion rather tha n just have him read the purpose stated here. 

MR. SPEAKER : This of course would be qui t e pro perly debated in third reading, 
Mr. Sibbeston . Generally it i s handled in this manner. Bi ll 3- 81(3) . Are 
you r eady for the question? Second reading. Al l those in favour? Opposed, if 
any? Bil l 3- 81(3) has had second reading . 

--- Carried 

Bill 4-81(3), the Education Ordi nance. Mr. Patterson. 

Second Readi ng Of Bill 4-81(3): Education Ordinance 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 4-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Education Ordinance, be read f or the second time. The purpose of 
this bill, Mr. Speaker , i s to amend the Educat i on Ordinance to al l ow the 
Executive Member to enter into a new agreement with the Rae-Edzo school society 
and to allow a local education authority input over the length of a school day . 
Th ank you . 

MR. SPEA KER : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Do I have a seconder? Mr. Braden . 
Discussion in principle? Are you ready for the question? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question . 

MR. SPEAKER : Quest i on being called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? 
Bill 4- 81(3) has had second r eading. 

---Carried 

Bill 5- 81(3) . Mr. Braden . 

Second Reading Of Bill 5-81(3): Fair Practices Ordinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN : Mr . Speaker, I move that Bil l 5-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Fair Practices Ordinance, be read f or the second t i me. The purpose 
of this bi ll, Mr. Speaker, i s to amend the Fair Pra ctices Ordinance to include 
a) handicap, b) age, c) family, and d) convi c t i on for which a pardon ha s 
been granted as prohibited grounds of discrimination in employment, ac commodation 
and publication . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Braden. Do I have a seconder? Mr. Kilabuk. 
thi nk before I call a vote on this I hav e an indication from the Cl e rk tha t 
Bi ll s 5- 81(3), 6-81(3) and 8-81(3) have not bee n tran s lated yet . Is there 
any objection to having second reading prior to translation? They certainly 
will not be dealt with in third reading unti l translation. Does anyone have 
any objections? Then I wil l cal l Bill 5-81(3). All those in favour? Oppo sed, 
i f any? Bill 5- 81(3) has had second reading. 

- --Carried 

Bill 6-81(3). Mr. McCallum. 

Second Reading Of Bi ll 6- 81(3): Infants Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM : Mr. Speaker, I move that Bi l l 6-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Infant s Ordinance, be read for the second time. The purpose of this 
bil l, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the Infants Ordinance to allow a court to d i spense 
with the con s en t of a parent to medical tr e atment for an infant, where 
withholding treatment would endanger the life or seriously impair the health 
of the infant. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Mccallum. Do I have a seconder? Mr. Braden. 
Discussion in princip l e? Al l those in favour? Opposed, i f any? Bill 6-81(3) 
has had second reading. 

---C arried 

Bi l l 7 - 81 ( 3) , the Interpret at i on Ord i nan c e . Mr. Br ad en . 

Second Reading Of Bill 7-81(3): Interpretation Ordinance 

HON . GEORGE BRADEN : Mr. Speaker, I move that Bi ll 7-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Interpretation Ordinance, be read for the second time . The purpose 
of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the Interpretation Ordinance to include 
definitions of "department head" and "peace officer" and to give to the person 
who has the power to appoint a pub li c off i cer, the additional implied powe r to 
appoint a deputy. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Do I have a seconder? 
princ i pl e? Bill 7-81(3), question being ca ll ed. 
if any? Bill 7-81(3) has had second read in g. 

---Carried 

Bill 8- 81(3). Mr. Brade n. 

Mr. Fraser. Discussion in 
Al l those in f avour? Opposed, 

Second Reading Of Bil l 8-8 1(3): Judicature Or dinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bi l l 8- 81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Judicature Ordinance, be read for the second time. The purpose of 
this bill, Mr. Speaker, i s to amend the Judicature Ordinance: a) to a ll ow for 
the appo i ntment to the court of appeal for the Northwest Territories of a 
judge of the court of appeal of Saskatchewan; b) to allow the Commissioner to 
recover l ega l costs in appropriate situations; c) to allow for a claim for a 
prejudgment interes t ; and d) to allow the co ur t to fix a rate for 
calculating post- j udgment interests. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Do I have a seconder to Bill 8-81(3)? Mr. McCa llum. 
Discussion in princ i pl e. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question being called. Al l those i n favour? Opposed, if any? 
Bill 8- 81(3) has had second reading. 

--- Carried 

Bill 9-81(3). Mr. Mccallum. 

Second Reading Of Bill 9-81(3): Nort hwest Territories Housing Corporation 
Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 9-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend t he Northwest Territories Housi ng Corporation Ordinance, be read for the 
second time. The purpose of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the Northwest 
Territories Housing Corporation Ordinance by : a) changing the title "managing 
director" to "president" in appropriate s i tuations; b) increasi ng the number 
of members on the board of directors from nine to 10; c) replacing the 
Commissioner of the Northwest Territories with the Executive Member in certai n 
specified sections; d) repealing the provisions of the ordinance that impose 
a fiscal year equal to the calendar year; and e) cha nging the time within 
which the annual report of the corporation must be laid before Council. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Do I have a seconder? Mr. Wah - Shee. Discussion i n 
principle? Are you ready for the question? Al l those i n favour? Opposed, if 
any? Bi ll 9- 81(3) has had second read i ng. 

--- Carried 

Bill 10-81(3). Mr. McCallum. 

Second Reading Of Bill 10- 81(3): Psychologists Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 10-81(3), An Ordinance 
Respecti ng Psychologists, be read for the second t i me. The purpose of this bi l l, 
Mr. Speaker, i s to provide for the registrat i on and licens i ng of psycho l og i sts, 
for the registration of intern psychologists, and related matters. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you. Bi l l 10-81(3), do I have a seconder? Mr . Braden. To 
the principle? All those in favour? Opposed, if any? Bil l 10- 81(3) has had 
second reading. 

--- Carried 

Bi ll 11 - 81(3). Mr . McCallum. 

Second Reading Of Bill 11 - 81(3): Northwest Territories Pub l ic Service 
Associat i on Ordi nance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 11 - 81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Northwest Territories Pub l ic Service Association Ordinance, be read 
for the second time . The purpose of the bi l l, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the 
Northwest Territories Publ i c Service Association Ordinance to inc l ude medica l 
practitioners in the list of persons ine l igible for membership in the Northwest 
Territories Public Service Association. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you. Do I have a seconder? Mr . Braden. Discussion in 
princ i pl e? All t hose in favo ur? Opposed, if any? The motion is carried , 
Bill 11-81(3) has had second reading. 

- --Carried 

Bill 12-81(3 ). Mr. Butters. 

Second Reading Of Bi l l 12-81(3): Territor i al Parks Ordinance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 12-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Terr i toria l Parks Ordi na nce, be read for t he second time. The pu r pose 
of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the Territoria l Parks Ordinance to al l ow 
the Commissioner to enter into agreements with the Government of Canada or the 
government of a province for the deve l opment, operation and ma i ntenance of pa rk s 
in the Northwest Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. Do I have a seconder for Bi l l 12 - 81(3)? Mr. Tologana k. 
Discussion in principle? All those in favour of Bi ll 12-81(3)? Opposed, if 
any? Bill 12 - 81(3) has had second reading. 

- --Carried 

Bill 13-81(3). Mr. Butters . 

Second Reading Of Bill 13 - 81(3): Travel And Outdoor Recreation Ordinance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I move that Bi l l 13-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Trave l and Outdoor Recreation Ordinance, be read for the second time . 
The purpose of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the Trave l and Outdoor 
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Rec r eation Ordinance to allow th e Commissioner to enter into agreements with 
the Government of Canada or the gove rnmen t of a province for the development, 
operation and mai ntena nce of travel deve l opment areas and travel rest ri cted 
areas. 

MR . SPEAKE~: Thank you. Do I have a seconder? Mr. Arlooktoo. Discussion i n 
principle? All those in favour? Opposed, if any? Bil l 13-81(3) has had 
second reading. 

-- - Carried 

Bi ll 14-81(3). Mr. To loganak. 

Seco nd Reading Of Bill 14-81(3): Worker s ' Compensation Ordi nance 

HON. KANE TOLOGANAK: Mr. Spea ker, I move that Bil l 14-81(3), An Ordi nan ce to 
Amend the Workers ' Compensation Ordi nan ce, be read for the secon d time . The 
purpose of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the Workers' Compensation 
Ordinance by increasing the "years maximum assessable rem uneration" from $20 , 400 
to $23,200 . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Do I have a seconder? Mr. Braden. Discussion in 
pr i nciple? All those in favour? Opposed, if any? Bil l 14-81(3) has had 
se co nd reading. 

---Carried 

Bi ll 15-81(3). Mr. Braden . 

Second Reading Of Bill 15-81(3) : Ordinance Amendment Ordinance, 1981 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN : Mr. Speaker, I move that Bi ll 15-81(3), An Ordinan ce to 
Amend Certai n Ord i nances, be read for the second time. The purpose of this 
bi ll, Mr. Speaker, i s to correct certain anoma li es, in consistencies , archai sms , 
errors a nd other matters of a non-controversial nature in the Revised 
Ordi nances of the Northwe st Territories, 1974, a nd other ordi na nces s ubseque nt 
to 1974 . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Do I have a seco nder? Mr. Tologanak. Discussion i n 
principle? All those in favour? Opposed, i f any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mr. Braden. 

Second Reading Of Bill 16-81(3) : Police Ordinance 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr . Speaker, I move that Bill 16 -8 1(3), An Ordina nce 
Resp ect i ng Police Services in th e Northwe st Territorie s, be read for the 
second time. The purpose of this bill, Mr. Speaker, is to provide the 
Commissioner of th e Northwe st Territori es with authority to en ter into agree ­
ments respecting police se rvice s and to establish a police advisory committee 
in the Northwest Te rritori es . 

MR . SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? 
Bill 16-81(3) ? All those in favour? 
seco nd readi ng. 

---Carried 

Mr. Patterson. Discussion in prin ciple , 
Opposed, if any? Bill 16-81(3) ha s had 
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Now, I believe that Bil l 17-81(3) is not in the books. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes , Mr. Speaker , 
reading on that. 

was not going to proceed with ~econd 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you. Bill 19-81(3), I do not have in my book. Does 
everybody else have it? My Bill 19 - 81(3) is present. I will accept second 
readi ng on Bill 19-81(3). Mr. Nerysoo. 

Second Reading Of Bill 19 - 81(3): Wildlife Ordinance 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 19-81(3), An Ordinance to 
Amend the Wildlife Ord in ance, be read for the second time. The purpose of t hi s 
bill, Mr. Speaker, is to amend the Wildlife Ordinance to include band council 
chie f s and presidents of hunte r s ' and trappers' associations as "ex officio" 
wildlife officers . 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder? 
Bill 19-81(3}? All those in favour? 
second reading. 

-- -Carried 

Mr. Patterson. Discussion in princip le , 
Opposed, if any? Bill 19-81(3) has had 

Are there any further bills for second reading? 

I have been advised t hat we have Mr. Bobby Kadlun, the president of KIA, 
Kitikmeot Inuit Associ ation, from Cambr i dge Bay with us in the gallery. 

- --Applause 

We are now rapidly running out of bus i ness. 

Item 13, considerati on in committee of the whole of bills , recommendations to 
the Legislature and other matters and the only thing we have on that i s matters 
relating to the constitution of Canada. Mr. Appaqa q . 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I was not able to 
attend -- I would like to talk about what happened yesterday. Ye sterday, before 
6:00, we talked about some item and I wa s in favour of that, but in the l etter 
I see today it does not say that as reported . I would like it mentioned in the 
paper that I supported that by letter. I was not able to make it known that I 
was in support of that piece of paper . I misunderstood. I am sorry. 

-- -Applause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Appa qaq. The records then wil l indicate that that 
vote then yesterday was unanimous for those present. Is that not correct, 
Mr. Clerk? Let the records show . 

We are rapidly running out of work to do . Does anybody wish to go back into the 
committee of the whole on matters relating to the constitution of Canada today? 
This th en concludes the orde rs of the day. Inasmuch as we have a few moments 
and there is a comment that Mr. MacQuarrie would like to make , I think probably 
this might be an appropriate time, just before clos ing today. Mr. MacQuarr ie , 
you have the floor. Yes, Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Is there not to be an item on the order paper for 
notices of motion? 

MR. SPEAKER : Yes, it was called, but if you wish to go back to it after I have 
recognized Mr . MacQuarrie, with consent we will go back to it, but I did call i t . 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is just that in the 
Commissioner's Address yesterday he did call attention to the deaths of a 
number of very prominent people in the Northwest Territories over the past 
year. Certainly I was negligent in fa iling to note the pass i ng of Tom Doornbos, 
a citizen of Yellowknife for many, many years, who was 89 years of age when he 
passed away just a li ttle more than a week ago. He was certainly well-known 
to all of my constituents and to all peop l e in Yellowknife. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie . I have a request to go back to notices 
of motion. Do I have unanimous consent to go back to Item 9, notices of motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed? Any opposition? 

---Agreed 

ITEM NO. 9 : NOTICES OF MOTION 

Mr. Patterson, you have the f l oor. 

Notice Of Motion 1-81(3): Witnesses To Appear Before Assembly 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I would like to give notice 
that on Monday, November 16, I will move, seconded by the Member for High Arctic, 
that John Amagoalik, president of Inuit Tap i risat of Canada, Simon Awa, pres i dent 
of the Baffin Reg i on Inuit Assoc i ation, and Frantois Bregha of Canadian Arct i c 
Resources Committee and a consultant to ITC and BRIA be invited to appear as 
witnesses during this s i xth sess i on of the Ninth Assembly at our expense to 
present briefings on the Arctic Pi l ot Project, the dates to be arranged by the 
Speaker of this Assemb l y. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Than k you. Notices of motion. Any further notices of motion wh i le 
I am here? Mr. Curley, I understood you were indicating that you wish to 
speak. Mr. Curley . 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I thoug ht I understood yesterday that we are going to 
keep to the const i tutional issue in committee of the whole. I was wondering 
whether you have over l ooked that or not. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Curley, I cal l ed that as Item 13, matters relati ng to the 
constitution of Canada, to see whether or not you wanted to go into it today 
and there was no indication f r om the f l oor that you did. It is still on the 
order paper, but I had no indication that yo u wanted to go there today. Do yo u 
wish to ask to proceed with that item? 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, I would like to. I have one concern with respect to that 
issue and I wou l d like to ask some questions of the Minister in the committee 
of the whole for a short time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Curley . It is certainly on the orders of the day. 
We wi ll adjourn for coffee for 15 minutes and return i n committee of the whole, 
Item 13, consideration in committee of the whole of bi l ls, recommendations to 
the Legislature and ot her matters, with Mr. Fraser in the chair, to discuss the 
matters relating to the constitution of Canada . 

---SHORT RECESS 
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ITEM NO. 13: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS, RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE LEGISLATURE AND OTHER MATTERS 

--- Legislative Assembly resdlved into committee of the whole for consideration 
of Matters Re l ating to the Constitution of Canada, with Mr. Fraser in the chair. 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER MATTERS RELATING TO THE 
CONSTITUTION OF CANADA ---------------------------------
CH A IRMA N (Mr. Fraser): The Chair recogn ize s a quorum. Item 13, consideration 
in committee of the whole of matters relating to the constitution of Canada. 
Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. I want to say something 
about constitutional development . We do not have to ta l k like this, but we 
should all know what we are going to be doing. We are not answered by 
Prime Minister Trudeau. Are we going to sit here and wait for his reply? If 
we do this, we would not be recognized. We have to realize what the Min isters, 
how they feel about this matter. Toward the constitut ion, sect i on 34 was 
taken off -- toward the Inuit and Metis, it i s being used by the people, the 
Inuit. Pierre Trudeau said he would be turning it over and the ITC, if they 
are given that -- I will be saying this in English. (Translation ends) 

Mr. Chairman, I feel that it is urgent and i mportant that we co nclud e the day 
today by having some clear understanding exactly where and how we are going 
to move from here in terms of the constitutional debate. I do not believe it 
is good enough to have sent a te l egram and pass a resolution and wa i t and see 
how Trudeau is going to respond to it because I think for too long that i s 
the way we have been operating. We sent him a nice, cute little -- a nice l y 
worded legal document, a message, and we sit and wa i t unti l he replies. 
Provincial leaders , provincial premiers get what they want because they twist 
and they shout and they play in the back room deal s and th ey make that kind 
of a dea l , but we need to get aggressive that way. So I want to ask the 
Execut i ve Committee representative, pa rticularly the Leader of the Elected 
representatives of the Executive Committee what is going to happen in case 
Trudeau refuses to meet with the Assembly and will not accept our request to 
meet with him? What are we going to do from here? I think the Assembly should 
be giving some impressions of that and the possib l e scenarios that we can take 
if, for some reaso n Trudeau and his cabinet cou l d not agree to meet with t his 
Assembly . 

A Definite Position Must Be Developed 

The other thing is that I think th i s Assembly should have a position other 
than just asking to meet with the Pr i me Minister. I think we shou l d propose 
something . I think Trudeau has been open to the possibility of including 
section 34 as originally agreed to by the Senate and House of Commons 
committee for North of 60. I would propose that we adopt that position and 
try to at least get the federal government to recogn ize the r i ghts of the 
native people in this area. We are speaking, I believe, for the Northwest 
Territories or do you expect me to speak for al l the native people of the 
country? I could not do that. They have their own spokesmen. I think this 
Assembly should go and develop a position that it can try to at least get the 
federal government who has complete responsi bility for this part of the area 
to deal with something that it has j urisdiction with and they certa inly have 
jurisdiction for the Government of the Northwest Territories and for the native 
people of this area, since this part of the country is federal land. So I would 
like to a s k George Braden , "What would you do if, for some reason, Trudeau 
could not meet with us? " If we are going to deve lo p a positi on, we are going 
to have to introduce it very early next week . If we cannot agree to anything 
tonight, I think we s hould at least understand how we are going to move from 
here. Thank you very much . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra se r): Th a nk you, Mr . Curley. Any further di sc ussion? 
Mr. Brad e n. 
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HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Wi th respect to Mr. Curley's 
first quest i on, I would suggest that if a meeting with the Prime Minister is 
not possible, there are a number of other federal ministers who could come in 
his place : Mr. Chretien, the Minister of Justice, and the Minister who has done 
a lot of work for the Pr i me Minister on the constitution; Senator Aust i n who 
has, as I understand it, been given some responsibility for aboriginal people 
and the constitution as well as political development in the Northwest 
Territories. He would be another opt i on and he is coming to Yellowknife, I 
understand, at some po i nt during our session. A third possibility is a fellow 
named Serge Joyal; he is the Minister of State and I understand he was working 
with native leaders over the last few days on this issue. Then finally last 
but not least we could ask John Munro to come here. That gives you Mr. Chairman, 
a list of other leaders or other Ministers to whom we cou l d speak about the 
concerns raised in yesterdays discussion. 

I believe that the cabinets and the Prime Minister have made it clear that they 
have no intention of unilaterally changing the agreement that was reached last 
week. I suspect that the Prime Min i ster wou l d be very reluctant to change 
anything and probably even more reluctant to go back and sit down with the 
10 pr ovincial premiers. So, Mr. Chairman, I think Mr. Curley's suggestion is 
a useful one for us to pursue in terms of developing at least one proposal, 
amo ng others, that we could discuss amongst ourselves and present to the Prime 
Minister or any of these other fellows, if we can get them to come up here in 
the place of the Prime Minister. 

As I understand it, this was a proposal that was put forward to native leaders 
from t he Territories in particular this week but I understand it was rejected 
by some who felt that i t would be better for the representat i ves of native 
people from across Canada to stay together . Now, I am not a l l that knowledgeable 
about what went on except from what I read in the newspapers. I guess I would 
fi nd that a proposal t hat we should pursue, and I wonder if it would be possible 
for me to ask other Members in this House, who have close contact with Northwest 
Territories native organizations, if they fee l that they could proceed at this 
point in time with entrenching aboriginal rights through some legal mechanisms 
North of the 60th paral l el. Wou l d other Members think that the ITC and their 
aff i liates and De ne Nation and Metis Association would support somet hi ng like 
that? Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Brade n. Any further discuss io n? 
Mr. Si bbeston . 

Follow - Up Approach Necessary 

MR. SIBBESTON : Mr. Chairman, in the last few minutes while we were hav i ng 
coffee, I did speak to Mr . Braden to see whether anyone in this government has 
followed up on the te l egram that has been sent to the Prime Min i ster and the 
premiers in the provinces. Apparently he was not aware of anyone in the 
government that had followed up the telegram or is in touch with the Prime 
Minister's office, and I must say frank l y that I am a bit surprised that nothing 
is being done. My hope or my view of the way things should be done, of course, 
is that immediate l y that telegram is to be sent then I think this should be 
followed up by telephone cal l s down to Ottawa to the Prime Minister's office to 
see if, firstly, the telegram had been rece i ved and just how the telegram would 
be hand l ed by the Prime Minister's office officials. I would have liked to see 
a number of phone cal l s made throughout the day, more or less in constant 
communication wi th the office to see what is being done, when might the Prime 
Minister see the te l egram, and when might he make a decision in the matter. I 
guess the responsibility is given to persons like Mr . Braden. On the one hand 
I thi nk this i s largely an aboriginal people ' s matter and in this case we have 
left it to a non-aborigina l person to look after our interest , but maybe it is 
someth ing that ought to be dealt wit h by a native person. I know that sometimes 
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messages can be sent and if the receiver does not realize the i mportance or the 
emotio n or the height of interest with which it is sent, then it is l ikely to 
just be left or perhaps f i led away. So the way that a message i s sent and the 
way that it is followed up says a lot or can do a lot to get the message to 
the people receiving it, the enthusiasm, the intensity with which people fee l 
about it. 

So I would have liked to see a much more vigorous fol l ow-up approach than has been 
taken. Now, what do we do in the event the Prime Minister does not even respond 
or does not show any interest in the telegram sent to him? My understanding 
of the position of the federal government in regard to br inging back section 34 
in the constitution is that they are sympat hetic and are interested i n doing 
so, but have been telling the native groups that are there i n Ottawa pressu ring 
the government to go see the premiers in the provinces and see if they can be 
convinced to agree wi th aboriginal rights being placed back in the constitution. 
I suspect that this is what the Prime Minister will also be tell i ng us : "I am 
game. I am prepared to do it but I cannot do it unilaterally in that the 
provinces must agree." So he will, in a sense, send us in the direction of t he 
premiers and i f that happens do we then decide to go to al l the prov ince s 
and see if we can convince the vario us premiers to have aboriginal rights placed 
in the constitution? That is I guess t he one thing that could be done . 

Now, as to the issue of whether we should try to have the aboriginal rights 
provisions apply only to nat i ve people i n the Northwest Terr itor ies, if that 
approach was going to ensure that aboriginal people in the North were going 
to be recognized, then I would prefer or I would be open to that approach being 
used or that being done. I understand that the Dene Nation is in Ottawa with 
all the other native groups in Canada and I take it they have taken the position 
that they want the aboriginal rights prov i sion to apply to all of Canada, but 
if that is not atta i nable then we oug ht to seek the practical approach a nd try 
to get it entrenched at least for the Northwest Territories. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. Are you finished? 
Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: In regard to t hi s matter, I had assumed that this Northwest 
Territories government had a section which has a budget dedicated to a 
department of aboriginal rights and constitutional development. What have 
they been doing about it? It seems to me that we are paying people good money 
and obviously I would think that what should have happened -- that these people 
sho uld have been put to work on the telephone. I know wi th the Inuit Committee 
on National Issues that they have an emergency centre set up in Ottawa whereby 
you can call in and there is a person manning that phone, giving messages out, 
keeping an update in a lot of communit i es in the Northwest Territories with key 
people in regard to Inuit issues. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Ms Cournoyea , could you slow down just a bit? You are 
a little too fast for the interpreters. Thank you. 

MS COURNOYEA: It s ur prises me that our government has not done likewise. I 
did not think to question it because I would assume that that was put in place 
since we have such an urgent concern about what is happening here. Further , 
if we are going to promote the North of 60 condition on section 34, has there 
been any indication from the Yukon government that they will do likewise and 
support a similar position? 

Native Leade r s Lobbying Provincia l Premiers 

In regard to the Minister telling the native people to go to the premiers, was 
that in fact in regard to the provinces and not necessarily in relation to the 
territorial position? Was the direction from the Minister to go back to the 
province given because the issue was that the Dene Nation di d not want to 
support the North of 60 purpose and, therefore, before we could have anything 
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North of 60 t hey would have to go to the prem i ers to get that changed? Does 
i t really relate to us? On what basis is the Minister saying to go to the 
premiers? It seems to me that the provinces are not responsible or have 
jurisd i ct ion in the Northwest Territories and the Yukon an d the re l ated offshore 
areas, so why would the Minister be telling the native people that they should 
be go ing to the premiers to gain the i r sup por t for putting sect i on 34 back? 
Was there any indication exactly why that statement that was made, why it was 
made? Can somebody give clarity on that? 

In regard to the Yukon, has there been any indication from them that they would 
support a North of 60 c lau se? Other than the te leg ram be ing sent out, was 
there any forward motion put through by the Executive or the Aborigina l Rights 
and Constitut i ona l Development section on exactly what the Mi nister is willing 
to offer and on wh at cond i tion? Are there any answers to those questions or 
have we just sent the telegram and am I not aware of any other mot i on that is 
taking place whil e we are waiting for an answer from the Pr ime Minister? I would 
like some more clar i ty on those items I have just raised. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Thank you , Ms Cour noyea. Mr. Braden. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Th ank yo u, Mr. Chairman. With respect to the first 
question on the Yukon position, we do not have any information at this po in t. 

With respect to t he secon d question about native leaders l obbying provincial 
premiers, that i s what the Prime Minister would require in terms of provincial 
support to put back section 34 in the accord that has been reached so far, and 
that would apply all across Canada, not just to the Northwest Territories. 

With respect to further correspondence f rom the Executive, as I i ndicated 
earl i e r this afternoon, I have a draft of a letter to go to the premiers and 
the Prime Minister. I t was drafted ear lie r on t hi s week and we he ld back until 
the discussion yesterday to ensure that whatever the Executive sent to the 
premiers and the Prime Minister would reflect the views of the Assembly. 

Now, Mr. Cha i rman, I am willing to pursue the i tem further. Yeste rd ay the 
mot ion wa s a Leg i s l at iv e Assemb ly motion . I see t hi s discussion as useful in 
terms of def i ni ng some options that we could pursue to develop proposals to 
put to federal mini sters or provincia l ministers or the Prime Minister . That 
did not come out yesterday. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr . Braden . Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Braden, you really did not answer the question in regard 
to the provincial support. Wha t I would like to know is i f you have fo und 
out that the provincia l support is required to get section 34 for the 
Northwest Territori es or North of 60. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser ): Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Mr. Braden. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Cha irman, as understand it, it is not . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you. Mr. Sibbeston. 

Lack Of Action And Co ncern 

MR. SIBBESTON: I did not qu i te get Mr. Braden's answer, but I just think that 
on the whole there just seems to be a lack of action or lack of concern on the 
part of the Exec ut i ve Committee. I just think that they would have thought 
that this is a matter that i s of urgent concern to the Members here and, of 
course, al l of the peop le of the North. I am just surprised that nothing has 
been done except to sent a little te l ex and then just wait for an answer that 
may never come. I am frankly disappointed at the fact that there appear to 
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be no an5wers. There is no communication at al l with the Yukon, there is no 
communicat i on with John Munro. John Munro i s supposed to represent us in 
Ottawa and in Canada and has anybody been i n touch wit h him to see what his 
views are or what is happeni ng i n the cabinet? As Ne ll ie Cournoyea mentioned, 
there is a whole aborig i nal r i ghts secretariat in existence. Th ese people 
should be fighting for the i r lives. I f there are no more aborig inal rights, 
there will be no purpose for their ex i ste nce, you would think . 

Let us have a li ttle li fe; let us have a l i tt l e concern; l et us have a l i ttle 
bit of action, because if you are dead here, if you appear dead to us, yo u are 
going to appear that more dea d t o people in Ottawa and the Prime Mi nister . 
Let us have somebody f ly down to see the Prime Min i s t er at his residence this 
weekend. Let us de l uge him wit h another telegram from th i s Assembly saying, 
"Goodness , it has bee n 24 hours . Can we not have a r esponse?" Let us show a 
little enthus i asm about t he subject . Mahsi cho. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston . Mr. Patterson. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Cha i rman, I do believe th a t we shou l d consider very 
seriously the possibil i ty of the federa l government ac ti ng unilatera ll y with i n 
i ts parliame nta ry respo nsibi l ity a nd present j urisdiction to commit itself to 
i mp l ementing sectio n 34 in lands under its jur i sd i ction. Wh i l e I recognize 
t hat this section would not benefit the In uit in Labrador an d Quebec, for 
examp l e, who are represented by ITC and would not benefit aborigina l peoples 
i n other parts of Canada, I wo ul d th in k that s uch actio n on the part of the 
federal government wi th relation to lands under i ts jurisdiction wou l d show 
that i t does fee l a responsibil i ty for its constitut i onal obl i gat i ons to the 
nat i ve people within i ts jurisd i ction and could be seen and shou l d be seen as 
a precedent for a l l abor i ginal peoples i n Cana da . I tend to have a very 
pragmatic vi ew of th i s , that we shou l d take for the Northwest Territor i es and 
the Yukon what might be of fered and run wi th it. 

Now, I do know a little bit about the posi t ion of other native assoc i ations 
and other groups in Canada and I th i nk a l l that ca n be said for certai n is that 
there are divisions and sp li ts and it may mea n that the interests of native 
peoples as t hey are being represented even by nationa l organ i zations are be i ng 
weakened and fragmented . Therefore, the onus may be on this Assemb l y to come 
forward to the Prime Ministe r with a c l ear position and give him a reasonable 
proposa l for our constituents. 

I mmediate Action Must Be Taken 

Fina l ly, Mr. Chairman, I would like to echo the concern of other Members that 
we are runni ng out of time. do not thi nk the Executive Committee is unaware 
of this. Our motion yesterday asked for action from the Prime Ministe r before 
any further step was taken on the constitution an d I understand that while 
today and the early part of next week will be devo t ed to the budget debate, 
t he latest informatio n I was able to receive on this was that as ear l y as 
Wednesday of next week the constit ution may be brought to parliament and my own 
view wo uld be that i f we have not received the promise of a meeting with the 
Pr i me Minister by Monday, t hat we should start packing. 

---Applause 

I t hink if we are refused a meeting or i f we do not receive a reply we shou l d 
go en masse and, if necessary, picket the House of Commons or the Prime Minister ' s 
office until we get the audience that we have never had on this prov in cial accord. 
We have never had a heari ng and I think we should take drastic steps to ensure 
that we get a hearing from the Prime Minister. I bel i eve all Members would 
agree, some for different reasons. Some feel more concerned about the fact 
that our constitutional and political developme nt for all peoples is imperilled 
by this provision. Others feel particularly strongly about the aboriginal rights 
provisions, but we all, no matter where we come from or which constituencies we 
represent, we all have a common, profound concern. So, I would suggest that we 
be ready to move quickly. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): -Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, during the coffee break when I was tal king to some 
of my Inuit colleagues, you know -- the atmosphere here today is not a very 
pleasant one. It seems like we are mourn ing for someone who has just died or 
something and as a result of that, I th ink it i s really irrelevant for us to 
try and remain here and play a wait and see game and see what Ottawa is going 
to do when they are, in fact, going to introduce a Canadian Constitution Act 
next week. Here we sit and we are going to wait unt i l the Prime Minister 
responds or the Minister of Justice responds . 

If I was the leader of thi s government, I would say l et us adjourn for a week 
to allow Members of the Assembly and the Executive Comm ittee Members to lobby 
Ottawa, because if you are going to be effect iv e you are going to have to have 
national coverage, national attention. The media i s going to have to play a 
part. We do not get it here. We do not have national coverage . We cannot 
get it unless we are in Ottawa, and they will not dare recognize us here unle ss 
you get down to Ottawa. Native people are smartening up. They know how to get 
attention, but we do not. 

Motion To Travel To Ottawa To Urge Government To Reins ta te Section 34 Of Proposed 
Charter Of Rights 

So, Mr. Chairman, I have a motion I am going to move . I move that this Assembly 
adjourn for a week to a llow Members of the Assembly and the Executive Comm ittee 
Members to travel to Ottawa in an effort to ga i n constitutional status for 
the Government of the Northwest Territories; furthermore, tha t this Assembly 
strongly urge the federal government to act unilaterally t o reinstate section 34 
of the proposed charter of rights and Canadian Constitution Act for native 
people North of 60. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Curley . Can we get a copy of that and 
then we will see if it is in order? Thank you, Mr. Curley. The mo ti on i s in 
order. Mr. Curley. To the motion. 

MR. CUR LEY: To the mot i on, Mr. Speaker. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you. 

MR. CURLEY: You know this Assembly certai nly had an opportunity throughout the 
whole year to deal with the matters that the Commissioner of the Nort hwest 
Territories and the leaders of the Executive Committee have put before us . We 
can deal with them. They are not urgent matters of national inte rest . 
Territorially they are not crucial. We can deal with them maybe after a week 
or when the matter of the constitu tional issue has settled down. I bel ie ve 
we can go on and deal with the usual business that we have to carry on through 
this Assembly, but to try and sit here and play a "wa i t and see" attitude and 
see whether or not the federal government is going to respond to our nice 
polite letters, I am not s ure whether we are going to get anywhe re. 

You Executive Committee Members are going to have to be down there and i f we 
cannot play a part in supporting you as you travel to Ottawa, I know tha t the 
Inuit Members of the nationa l committee and ITC would surely li ke to see me 
down there to try and put a little bit of clout into lobbying the various 
ministers and Members of the House of Commons because the federal government 
has a responsibility presently under the Canadian constitution, the ex ist ing 
one for the Northwest Territories and we are about to lose that now. We are 
going to let it go . We are going to be subject to the provinc ial consent before 
we can ever change our constitution in the Territor ies so it is not good enoug h . 
I think we can afford to take a week off and allow the Commissioner and the 
Executive Committee Members to pl an strategy as we have guided the Executive 
Committee Members through the resoluti on we passed yesterday . So I hope that 
you will su~port this motion intelligently . Than k you. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Curley. To the motion. Mr . Appaqaq. 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translatio~) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I do not think one week 
is enough . As long as we do not get an answer I think we should keep on meeting. 
I am going to support the motion. Do you understand? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra ser) : Yes. Mr. Butters. To the motion. 

Time Needed For Executive Committee To Develop A Strategy 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Chairman, to the motion. I was not present yesterday, 
which I regret, but I did read the Debates of that date and I had occasion 
during the previous coffee break to raise with the mover of the motion that 
there was a major element missing from it and he will confirm that discussion 
di d take place. The major e l ement missing from the motion was direction to the 
Executive Committee to take ce rtain actions. Now, there has bee n criticism 
levelled at Members of the Executive Committee during this pa s t hour which I 
think is totally unjustified. Mr. Braden, to his credit, has been acting without 
direction from the House but has been acting to achieve the objectives and the 
initiatives that have been discussed here and presented here as desirable by 
all Members. So I would suggest that the Executive Committee is responding as 
quickly as it can. 

I think that a motion to adjourn at this time is premature. I think that the 
House might so state, and it would appear to be s o stat ing that it would wish 
initiatives mounted by the Executive Committee, und e r Mr. Braden's leadership, 
that could go ahead. In fact, I think it is important enough that the Executive 
Committee could meet on the weekend, develop a strategy and present this to 
the Members on Monday, but to expect from the Executive Committee action and 
direction when i t has not been req uested of that group I think is excessi ve 
or i s improper. So I would sugges t to the mover of the motion that fine, I 
think the Executive Committee could provide a direction, could provide this 
initiative, but we would re qu ire more time than the mot i on of adjo urnment placed 
before us right now. I think that one sho uld hear what we put before you on 
Monday. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Butters. Mr. Sibbeston. To th e motion. 

MR. SIBBESTON : Mr. Chairman , I will just say that I do not intend to take that 
non sense from Mr. Butters becaus e he says the Executive does not have direction, 
which is a bunch of non sense. Mr. Butters is up to his old tricks -- if he 
does not agree with it, he will use any technica l reason, any reason that he 
can conjure up to delay, to put impediments to the thing. 

HON. TOM BUTTE RS: Point of privilege. Point of privileg e . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Point of privilege. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : That stateme nt is tota l ly uncalled for and unnecessary and I 
ask the Member to withdraw it. 

MR. SIBB ESTON: Never. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Ot herw i se I will use unparliamentary language and I will be 
sorry for it. 

MR. SIBBE STO N: What is unparliamentary -- "nonsense"? I could have sa id b.s. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Order! 

HON . TOM BUTTERS : The statement I made is exact ly correct . There is no 
direction in the motion that was passed yesterday. 
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MR. CURLEY: You were not here. 

MR. SIBBES TON: That is right. You should have stayed in bed . 

MR. CURLEY: You sa i d you have not read it. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: I just read it. 

MR. CURLEY: A few minutes ago. 

AN HON. MEMBER: That is right. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Order! We have a motion on the floor. Mr. Sibbeston. 

Further Delays Are Not Needed 

MR. SIBBESTON: Right. I was just saying that I do not agree with what 
Mr. Butters says. He is trying to delay us . He is saying that the Executive 
Committee does not have any direction. Well, what better direction can you 
have from this Assembly than to say -- you know, the fact that a telegram is 
sent to the Prime Minister indicates how urgent Members feel about the matter. 
In one case Mr. Braden says "Well, I have a letter here which I am th i nking of 
sending to the Prime Minister but I was waiting." I mean that again i s a 
matter that he need not wait on. He should realize or figure out what the 
feelings of the Legislative Assembly are . Yesterday he found out what the 
fee li ngs were. That letter that he talks about shou l d have been sent immedia t ely 
also. So I just simply do not agree with Mr. Butters. I th i nk he is tryi ng 
to delay this Assembly. 

As we heard, the House of Commons is going to be dealing with the constitution 
on Wednesday. If we continuously wait for a reply , be it Monday or Wednes day, 
it is going to be too late to go to Ottawa. I agree that we should adjourn 
now and I think we should immediately head to Ottawa. Those people like 
Mr. Butters that do not agree with us can stay behind, stay in bed if they want, 
but I am prepared to go to Ottawa on behalf of the Dene people that I represent 
and I am prepared to go to Ottawa; as Mr. Patterson said, picket the House of 
Commons, throw eggs at the Prime Minister in the House of Commons, do anything 
to make the point that the native peop l e in the North are very concerned about 
aboriginal rights. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you. Mr. Patterson. To the motion. 

Committee Of The Whole Should Adjourn To Ottawa 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As I mentioned, I t hink that 
we are on the verge of a time when we must take action but I must say I rea l ly 
am concerned about the motion as it stands, not because I do not support the 
principle of going to Ottawa to have our case heard lest we never get a hearing 
in all of history, but Mr. Curley is suggesting that we adjourn the Assembly 
for a week. Well, to my mind, we have power and we have an opportunity for 
national attention as the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories . 
If we disband this afternoon and make our way to Ottawa separately or t ogeth er , 
Members will be on their own in Ottawa, we will be disorganized, we will be 
wandering around. I would sugges t that if we are anxious to make an impact in 
Ottawa, what we should be doing -- and I believe this is legally possible -- is 
adjourning the committee of the whole to Ottawa and we can sit in committee of 
the whole, but to adjourn the Assembly for a week an d then leave this large gap 
of time in which we have no opportunity to do what we are doing this af ternoon 
is . .. 

MR. CUR LEY: What are we doing this afternoon? Nothing. 
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HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Well, we are planning our future, collectively, and if 
the Assembly adjourns today, there is no more Assembly. There are Mr. Curley 
and Mr. Sibbeston and Executive Committee Members passing each other on the 
street in Ottawa, but I th1nk to adjourn the Assembly and make our col lective 
presence an absence for a week is very, very unwise. 

So I would urge Mr. Curley to reconsider what he is doing. I support the 
notion of taking action in Ottawa but I do not think we should adjourn for a 
week. I think if we are going to adjourn at all, we should adjourn this 
committee to a time and place certain in Ottawa and invite the press to hear 
our debates there. I also do feel that -- and I do not want to be accused of 
obstructing -- but I do feel that the Prime Minister should have some opportunity 
to reply, and personally I would be willing to wait until Monday at noon or so 
at lea st and see if we have an answer. If we do not, I think there will still 
be time to leave, but I would ask Mr. Curley to consider that it would be more 
effective if we adjourn the Assembly to Ottawa and meet in committee of the whole 
rather than simply disband the Assembly and go our separate ways. 

I think the press and the native leaders I have talked to have been very excited 
about the prospect of the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories 
moving to Ottawa and meeting there in public to show our concern. I think our 
motion, Mr. Curley, would deprive us of the opportunity to meet as an Assembly 
in Ottawa. That, to my mind, is precisely what we want to do and hopefully 
we will be able to meet the Prime Minister at the witness table as this 
committee of the whole. So I would ask Members to reconsider this motion and 
perhaps we should hear from other Members, but I am entertaining moving an 
amendment to that effect. Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr . Kilabuk. To the motion. 
Mr. Appaqaq. 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman . To the motion. I would 
like to say a few things. I support that. I support it because this is the 
way I feel about it. When we were running for election we were the legislation 
makers to help the Inuit and the people of the Northwest Territories and 
protect them. When it comes to section 34, they have made us non-existent by 
releasing that section. It is now go ing to be worthless. I do not know how 
things are going to turn out . I think this section now has been deleted. 
do not know where I belong now and what I am doing here. We do not have a 
futur e today even if we go on with this meeting here. We do not seem to be 
serving a purpose right now because of that section being deleted. Prime 
Minister Trudeau will eventually give us -- I think we can get support from ITC 
persons and the Metis Association and the Dene Nation. I think we should get 
the native organ izations. Today we are talking about section 34. I think it 
has been deleted. I personally do not have much use as a Legislature Member. 
Further to the motion, I am in support of it. Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Appaqaq. Mr. MacQuarrie . To the mot ion. 

Executive Committee To Pursue Response Immediately 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to say, or to confirm 
first of all, that Mr. Butters did approach me at coffee time and indicate that 
he thought we had erred by not including in the motion some specific direction 
to the Executive to pursue the matter and I therefore feel that Mr. Sibbeston's 
remarks were not cal l ed for, particularly too because I believe that taking 
sufficient time, not more than necessary, but sufficient time to do things in 
the right way is not a question of delaying. Perhaps the motion is not 
premature but it does not make allowances for certain possibilities. The fact 
i s that immediately after we adjourned we could get some response that was 
satisfactory to us. So I would like to ask the mover whether he would consider 
amending it a l ong these lines, that we specifically ask the Executive to pursue 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Thank you. Subsequent to Mr. Patterson . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to ask then, 
how could we move this Assembly to a location outside the Territories? Is there 
a means within the rules that we could have some of the trappings of this 
government and still meet outside the Northwest Territories? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): will ask the Law Clerk again if he wil l answer that. 

LAW CLERK (Mr. Fuglsang): It would appear ... 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Address the Chair. 

LAW CLERK (Mr. Fuglsang): Mr. Chairman, it would appear that there is a 
possibility of meeting as a special committee and waiving the limitation of 
numbers as the rules provide for wherein you appo in t every Member of this House 
to a special committee on the question to meet in Ottawa. I think that would 
be possible, but you could not meet as a session of the Assembly outside the 
jurisdiction. You could meet as a special committee sent by this House to 
Ottawa and that committee could, by waiving the rules pertaining to numbers in 
a committee, include everyone in \t, every Member of this House. Does that 
help you? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you. Does that answer your question, Mr. Patters on? 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and it would appear t hat 
in order for it to be in order, Mr. Curley's motion should be amended to 
establish a special committee such as the Law.Clerk recommended to replace the 
reference to the Legislative Assembly. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Patterson, we cannot find anything wrong with the 
motion . The motion is in order. If he wants to amend the motion to go along 
with your recommendations, that is up to somebody else to amend that motion. 
If you want to amend it, that is fine. We will wait for Mr. Patterson. 
Mr. Stewart. 

HON. DON STEWART: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think, basica ll y, this 
whole Assembly in the last 24 hours has indicated that this matter has top 
priority and should be looked at. Now, I endeavoured ... 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Did you have a question there, Mr. Stewart? 

Unanimity Must Be Reached 

HON. DON STEWART: My problem is that the -- I hoped Mr. Cur l ey would give me 
the courtesy to listen, so that we can get our thinking straight and l et us 
get together in stead of causing a Donnybrook at this time. 

What I am trying to say is I think we all want to do and ac complish what he is 
suggesting. Now, having said that, what is the best way to do it in a manner 
that befits a Legislature, that can accomplish what you want to do? I think 
we should stop for a while and think about this thing, even if we adjourn for 
an hour, and get thought put together on what type of a resolut i on s ho uld be 
presented to accomplish what we want, rather than under the heat of argument 
right now putting together some document on adjournment or someth i ng of this 
nature that is not going to be satisfactory to some Members so that we are 
going to divide ourselves. Now, I think we a l l want the same thing. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Hear, hear! 

) 
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HON. DON STEWART : So, let us try and pull together on this i nstead of pul li ng 
apart, which we are starting to do. We had unanimity here yesterday -- I can not 
even say the word, because we do not use it here very often -- but anyway, we 
did get together yesterday . Now, let us not break tha t down today. Let ui 
stop and think about this thing . I tried f i ve times - - that motion yesterday, 
in all due respect, was really not the responsibility of the Executive. My 
office must take fu l l responsibi l ity. That wire or that motion was for us to 
do something. We did as we were instructed immediately. I tried five times 
personally to get through to Ottawa. Three times I could not even get Ottawa . 
Last night wa s budget night. You cou l d not even get a l i ne into the place and 
I d id get through twice, but there was nobody there but t he office boy . Everybody 
was busy and if you recall in caucus I brought up that point about timing. It 
is not our fault that the budget came in last night, but when it i s budget ni ght 
in Ottawa, and the fol l owing day i s a madhouse, to try and get . .. 

MR. CURLEY: To the motion . 

A Plan Must Be Devi sed 

HON. DON STEWART: Well, I am dealing with the motion. It is a madhouse to try 
and get contact with anybody. Now, I think we should keep our heads, get through 
to Ottawa, get an answer, and meet tomorrow if you l i ke -- tomorrow i s Saturday. 
We could still do t hat, we could meet tomorrow and make a decision on what 
action we are going to take, but if we take an action he re today in the heat 
of argume nt, the way it is go ing right now, we are going to spl i t the House. 
We are not going to get what we all want and al l we are asking for is to let 
us get organized so we know what we are doing. The moment that motion i s passed, 
as my col league, Mr . Patterson has pointed out, there is no longer a House to 
function. We cannot do anything as a body. 

Now, su r ely you have to have a plan of what you are going to do when you get 
there. You have to have at leas t s ome assurance, if you want to go down and 
sit as a committee of the whole, that we have a place to s it. We have to have 
some organization . We have to get this thi ng organ i zed. If that is what you 
want to do, I am all for support ing it and do our damnedest to do exact l y what 
you want, but just to take a motion arbitrarily like, we are going to adjourn 
and we are going to go to Ottawa -- well, my goodness, you know, that is okay 
to get worked up, I under stand that, but surely we must have a pla n of what you 
are going to do and if you adjourn this House there is no way you can formulate 
a plan . Now, surely this thing is that i mportant that we must have a plan. 
We just cannot go runn i ng hither and yon as individuals, because that is r eally 
what you have broken into when you adjo urn the House -- we are just indi vidual s 
-- and if there is a ny way that Ottawa would l ike to see us come, it is as 
individua l s, but if we keep this unit together as a committee of the whole, 
then we can do what you want to do, but you cannot do it by adjourning the thing. 
Not right now. You could adjourn it tomorrow or maybe at midn i ght tonight, but 
if you pass this motion now, without deciding what you are going to do , then 
you are doing a disservice to what you really want to accomplish, Mr. Cur l ey, 
because you are splitting the House and you do not have a plan to work with. 

MR. CURL EY: We are a l ready sp li t. It just does not sho w through skin. 

CHA IRM AN (Mr. Fraser): To the motion. Mr. Butters. 

Approach Must Be Unified 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. Just to agree with the Member for 
Mackenzie Li ard, that my intent was to delay and give some sober second thought 
to this motion of immediate adjournment . I think the Speaker has very well 
summed up the s i tuation. If we are to approach Ottawa and approach the Prime 
Minister we must approach them as a unified, respected organization at t empting 
to achieve something which is of utmost importance to the northern residen ts . 
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If the Executive Committee appearing on Monday is too far into the future to 
reflect the urgency of the matter, then why not sit tomorrow and the Executive 
Comm i ttee can meet in the morning -- and I have not spoken with my fellow 
Members -- and examine various options? Strategy is what is required. You 
cannot go down there and expect somebody to listen to you if you do not know 
what you are going to say and what you are going to do. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Butters. Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Yes . Mr . Chairman, I am quite intrigued with all the strong concerns 
that the Members on t he other side, all of a sudden have, regarding this issue. 
They let the item go without a whimper until they finally got around to realizing 
that, look, we do not have a strategy to deal with this national emergency 
problem. You could have just let it go and now you say, "Look, we need all the 
time in the world." This is in fact what you guys were doing. You could sleep 
on it and stay in bed the whole weekend -- nothing would have bothered you. 
You would have had a good time and get your per diem expenses allowance paid, 
and that is good, but you had an opportunity to come up with a plan, not just 
now and between tomorrow. You had all that time since the constitutional crisis 
and the provincial premiers have got together to put up that proposal. 

The best we could do at least is to lobby in Ottawa, whether we are doing it 
alone, certain Members coming and going and associating with the native groups 
that are down there fighting . They are going to be down there a full week. 
Here we say, "Look, we have to have a decent kind of a motherhood statement and 
a plan that will real l y look professional." We are too polite not to take a 
little bit of a hard core and strait jacket type of approach. 

A National Emergency Problem 

This is a national emergency problem. Some of you may not be able to move that 
fast. I can understand why, but some of us are prepared to travel and move and 
I do not th i nk finding an office down there or a meeting room is a problem. 
If you want me to organize that, Mr . Speaker, I will volunteer to help you, 
because you may need tha t. If you assure me that you will actually come up with 
a plan by a certain hour tomorrow, sure, I am prepared to withdraw the motion, 
but I am not just going to let my motion go, just so that you again trick me 
into withdrawing it by trying to appear that you are really serious and that 
you are going to come up with somet hing, because I am convinced this issue 
would have just gone away, never to be brought up again until about the same 
hour next Monday if I had not picked it up. It is one that we could not treat 
lightly. If you want to treat it lightly, then do so. I do not think you 
guys really have not got a stake here, but people in the Eastern Arctic have 
got a lot more of a case than they have in this constitutional crisis and we 
have to treat it as it is. So, for that, if the Executive Committee Members 
are prepared to offer a schedule as to when they are going to come up with 
that neat pl an that they want to present to us, I am prepared to listen before 
6 : 00 o'clock. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Curley. Mr. Stewart. 

HON. DON STEWART: Well, Mr. Curley, I am glad to see that you are prepared to 
co-operate in this manner and I am quite prepared to support a motion that we 
sit at l :00 o'clock tomorrow afternoon or whatever time is suitable to the 
Members of this House. We can get into committees and we can get the thing 
organized so that we know what we want to do and how we are going to go and do 
it. 

MR . CURLEY: I know what I want to do. 

0 
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Members Must Work Together 

HON. DON STEWART: I know what the end result is that you want to do, but I do 
not know exactly how you are going to be able to do it unless we all go down 
there and are number one, unified when we go and have some strength. That is 
all my concern is. What are we going to do? Who are we going to see? And 
proceed. Now, if we cannot get through on the te l ephone -- I was tied up all 
afternoon, I take that responsibility, but I have been trying since that wire 
has been sent to contact Ottawa to try and get some information. 

MR. CURLEY: That is not good enough. 

HON. DON STEWART: Well, I do not know what I am supposed to do. I am sorry, 
I am not a seagull . I have got no bloody wings that I can fly down there. 
The only thing that is available to me is the telephone and I tried and I do 
not know what more you can expect, but it was my Office, the Office of the 
Speaker, that was responsible for the direction given by this House and we did 
not take the motion lightly. We have done everything we could possibly do to 
try and get you an answer and if that is not good enough, I do not know what 
else we could do. If you are goi.ng to te l l me what we should have done, I will 
certainly listen to your advice, but let us get together and let us get this 
thing ironed out, because it is not going to fly very well the way it is right 
now. We are going to be split. 

In adjourning the House you have taken the authority of the House away. We 
have nothing left even to work with. I am prepared to sit tonight, I am 
prepared to sit tomorrow, I am prepared to sit on Sunday, I am prepared to do 
anything that this House wants, but let us get together on the thing and work 
it out in detail so that it is satisfactory, so that everbody can work together. 
This anger and determination of one or two people, no matter how well intended, 
instead of coming out on the winning end could well lose the case because of 
not having it properly pl anned. I agree with you that it is one of the most 
important things that this House has had to deal with. Now, let us stay 
together and let us go out and do the thing together. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN {Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Stewart . Mr . McLaughlin. 

Motion To Extend Sitting Hours 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Mr. Chairman, because Rule 4 calls for us to automatically 
adjourn at 6:00 o'clock, I think it is i n order at this time for any Member 
to move under Rule 44(2)(a) that this Assembly continue sitting beyond the 
hour of 6:00 o'clock and I make this motion in order to be sure that Mr. Curley's 
motion is not cut off at 6:00 o'clock and that debate on this particular topic 
continues until we at least resolve it. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): To the motion. We have a motion on the floor, 
Mr. McLaughlin. We have not dealt with the motion that we have on the floor 
yet. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Well, a motion to adjourn is not de,atable and also is my 
motion to continue and it supersedes the motion on the floor. We could get 
around it if Mr. Curley would adjourn his motion momentarily so I could get 
this motion on the f l oor. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): The motion is that we extend the sitting hours. 
one moment. We will check it out here. I am sorry, Mr. McLaughlin. I 
to let the Clerk explain that to us. I think there is something in the 
that says we cannot dea l with another motion while one is ... 

Just 
have 
rules 
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MR. McLAUGHLIN: Point of order, Mr. Chairman. If Mr. Curley withdraws his 
motion momentarily, would my motion then be in order? 

MR . CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, I understand the procedure. When we are deal i ng 
with an issue in the committee of the who l e, any Memoer can stand up and say 
"Look, we wish to stand and debate the issue beyond 6:00 o'clock." All you 
need is unanimous agreement. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): If there is unanimous consent, 1 am informed that we 
can continue on with the motion . Do I hear a "nay"? Carry on. To the motion. 
Mr . Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, yesterday was a very good day in my mind 
because of the unanimity and the progress ... 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Point of order. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: ... that we made. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fras er): Mr. Mclaughlin. Po i nt of order . 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: The difficulty is that we want to continue not jus t with t he 
motion but with this topic because we do not want everything to be cut off as 
soon as we pass this motion . So my object is to keep the House going even 
after Mr. Curley's motion is dealt with if Members want to continue doing t hat . 

MR. CURLEY: Emergency. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Mclaughlin, on your point of order, I am informed 
that if this motion is passed, we have completed Item 13, matter s r elating to 
the constitution of Canada, once the motion is passed. I have Mr. Patterson 
next. To the motion. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I was just saying that we seem to be very close to an 
agreement on what we should do. I think there is a consensus first of all 
that we need planning. We need to set up a special committee. We need to give 
it a proper name. We need to plan exactly when we are going to make this t rip 
and I believe that we are not going to be able to do it in the next few minutes . 
I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that it is generally agreed that whi l e we do not 
have an awful l ot of time, we probably have until at least tomor r ow to co me 
to some agreement. 
Now, the ad hoc committee that was established yesterday which produced a motion 
to the Prime Minister could be reconstituted if Members agree or I would i magine 
that the Executive Committee would be willing to do some planning prior to our 
next meeting. So I would suggest that either the Executive Committee or the 
ad hoc committee that prepared the motion yesterday be given some time to meet 
and myself, I would like to get a meal and perhaps even some rest. I would 
suggest we can wait until 1 :00 o'clock tomorrow to meet as committee of the 
whole which would give the Executive or this ad hoc committee or bot h an 
opportunity to come up with a good solid plan that has the support of all Members 
and very quickly then we could move to execute the plan once we meet. So I 
personally would suggest that Members consider reporting progress now and 
reconvening at 1 :00 o ' clock tomorrow to await advice from the Executive and the 
planning committee. Thank you. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Point of order. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. A point of order. 
Mr. Mclaughlin. 
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MR. McLAUGHLIN: Ru l e 7(a) clear l y states that a motion to continue sitting is 
in order and the mot i on must rel ate t o the busines s then be ing considered. My 
motion I was mak i ng was that the House continue sitting beyond 6:00 o'clock to 
consider Mr. Curley's motion and the business to which it related. So I wo~ld 
like to do that because I was go i ng to be cut off in three minutes and we are 
not going to resolve anything here. So I want a c l ear answer from the Chair 
whether this House is going to continue sitting beyond 6:00 o'clock or not. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Point of order , Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Point of order. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR . MacQUARRIE: The fact that Mr. Curley's motion was not on the floor when 
we entered committee of the whole to discuss this topic indicates that we do 
have the right to go past 6:00 o'clock on the general topic. It was not just 
to discuss that one thing. The topic is constitutiona l development and I 
believe that should be taken into account in the ruling . 

---Appl ause 

MR. CURLEY: Do not fi l ibuster, Mr . Speaker. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Well, if we can get these rule guys together here, we 
will continue . I do not know what is goi ng on. 

MR. CURLEY : Come on, Mr. Clerk . You tell them . You know enough about the 
rules . No sense of imagination. 

Motion To Extend Sitting Hours, Car ri ed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. McLaughlin's motion is in order. We will accept 
it. 

---Carried 

We will continue on with the motion. To the motion. We still have the mot i on 
on the floor that we have to deal with. Unless you want to withdraw the motion, 
we can conti nue on with the const i tution of Canada. 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Chairman. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Cha i rman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): To the motion. Ms Col!rnoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: 
6 : 00 o'clock? 
6:00 o'clock? 

May I ask you, please, have we got consent to go on past 
Have you dealt with that matter so we can continue after 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): You are right. You have consent. 

MS COURNOYEA: Okay. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra ser): Mr. McLaughlin's motion is in order. You are next on 
the f l oor. To the motion. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman, in regard to Mr. Curley's motion that is on the 
floor, I wou l d not like to see that motion withdrawn until such time as we can 
still have assurances from the Executive Committee to know exactly whether they 
intend to take charge of this urgent matter. It seems that in trying to deal 
with getting the Northwes t Territories recognized in regard to section 34, there 
has been a complacency that maybe one telex will do the job and we all know 



- 82 -

that i s not true. But we do have a person i n Ottawa. Mr. Speaker has said 
"Wel 1 gee, I have tried on the telephone four or five times." Well, we have 
a Ms Cl aire Barnabe -- I think that is her name - - who is supposed to be dea l ing 
with those matters. Was she not used? We have an aboriginal r i ghts and 
constitutional department. What were they doing? So unti l such time as we 
can have assurances that this matter is going to be dealt with, I urge 
Mr. Cur l ey not to withdraw his mot i on. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. To the motion. 

MR. CUR LEY : Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Sibbeston. To the motion. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I support the motion that this Assembly 
should adjourn. Some Members brought up matters as to how t hings would be in 
Ottawa, whether we would be scattered all over the place, whether we would be 
legally constituted down there and so forth. I think that these points are 
irrelevant. The important thing in all of this is that this House adjourn 
for the purpose of going to Ottawa and to see, of course, the Prime Minister. 
Of course if th i s motion carries, what I see happening is that immediately 
the matter is concluded here tonight, arrangements would be made for all of the 
Members that want to go to Ottawa to begin their trip, be it by sched or by 
charter, and when in Ottawa we would arrange amongst ourselves to meet some 
pl ace. We do not have to have a Mace or the Speaker or his chai r there. We 
wil l all agree to meet there and that is the important thing, that we are all 
down there. After we are down there we can, as I said, meet; we can then pl an 
our strategy down there, not here in Ye l lowknife. So I support the motion 
and I think we should act on it as soon as possible so pl ans can be made to go 
to Ottawa. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Well, Ms Cournoyea asked whether the Executive would be wil l ing 
to take charge and presumably if they were, she could agree to asking the mover 
to withdraw the motion and that certainly would satisfy me as well. So can 
we have a response from the Leader of the Elected Executive, please? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. Mr. Braden. 

HON . GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In response to Ms Cournoyea's 
questions, I wou l d request that the Executive and other interested MLAs he 
given the evening and part of tomorrow morning to consider some options and 
then we can convene as soon as possible, around midday, to consider whether we 
should adjourn the House or whether we should debate further some of the 
proposa l s or opt i ons. I would request that we be given this evening and part 
of tomorrow morn i ng to work and that we convene as soon as possible around 
midday to make decisions on act i on. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr . Braden. Mr. Stewart I have next. 

Importance Of A Properly Constituted Document 

HON . DON STEWART: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. One of the problems t hat I have -- I 
agree with the intent of Mr. Curley's motion. That is no t the point of argument 
with me but the proper -- if you word that motion in such a manner, why are 
we adjourning, what is the purpose, because we are acting now as a Legislature. 
That then becomes a document of this House, but just a flat "We are going to 
adjourn and go to Ottawa" rea ll y does not say anything. 

MR. CURLEY: Come on. The motion does not say that. 

MR. SIBBESTON: You know why. 
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HON. DON· STEWART: Well, yes, but the point is it is still a legal document 
and it should be done proper l y and it does not take very long to do it. If the 
Executive can be of assistance -- you are not going to see anybody of any 
import in Ottawa until Monday anyway, so we can get out of here Sunday. You 
are going to be in Ottawa in time to do your business that you want to do and 
be prepared, at least -- even if you say it does not make any difference, you 
would satisfy me. I would be able then to go and do my best to support and work 
with you, but it is not to delay anything. You are going to be there in t i me 
to do your work. This is all we are asking for, so we can put the package 
together and know where we are going and what we are going to do and do it in 
a manner that becomes a Legislature. This would be a properly written motion 
that we agree to, why we have adjourned and what our purpose of adjourning is 
and so on and so forth and it will just be a proper document . But to just say 
"We are going to adjourn and go to Ottawa" well, we know why we are go i ng to 
Ottawa but if you present that document to anybody -- you want the press, you 
want all of these people on your side and you wi l l have them there if you can 
present proper documents that were passed in a properly constituted Legislature. 
You cannot do that after you have adjourned. 

So let us get the work done properly in sequence and let us get together and 
l et us do it. Now, surely Monday morning, if we can be in Ottawa Monday morning, 
that has got to be as good a time as any to get there and we can do it by waiting 
unti l sometime tomorrow. I do not care whether it is 9:00 o'clock, 10:00 o'c l ock, 
11:00 o'clock tomorrow or 1 :00 o'clock, but to go with a plan so we know what 
we are doing and properly const i tuted documents that are registered and passed 
by this House duly constituted and in position of authority. Once you adjou r n 
we have no authority left. So surely you can wait that long to get that kind 
of work that is so essential to a national thing t hat we are getting involved 
in. Surely you could go that far to at least have the paper work right when 
we get there. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Stewart. Mr. Curley. 

Request To Prime Minister Clear Enough 

MR. CURLEY: I do not know where Mr. Speaker has been since yesterday. We passed 
a resolution y~sterday that says that the Legis · ~tive Assembly of the Northwest 
Territories urgently requests that t he Prime Mi n1:ter meet as soon as possible 
with Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories to discuss 
their constit utional concern either in Yellowknife or at a pl ace convenient to 
the Prime Minister and further earnestly requests that the Prime Minister of 
Canada take no further step to put the recent constitutional agreement into 
effect until a meeting with the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories 
has taken pl ace . So it says "urgently", and now you say "We l l, we can wait a 
while, until Monday." Until we get th i s nice big document, I do not know -­
there mi ght be a miracle worker around here who is final l y going to come up with 
this -- maybe John Parker knows somebody who can come up with this document 
because they have had since November 5 to do something, when the constitutional 
rights of the Assembly were finally given to the provinces. 

My motion says that this Assembly adjourn for a week to allow Members of the 
Assembly and the Mini s ters to travel to Ottawa in a n effort to ga i n constitutional 
status for the Government of the Northwest Territories. So that i s really 
saying "Let us forget about all this time to draw up and hire consulta nt s -- and 
all these bureaucrats over there to draw up a proposal that we would consider 
in the House . " We are not going to have time to do that because the constitut i on 
of Canada -- you know, we are not going to have an opportunity to appeal be f ore 
the Senate committee or the House of Commons committee. I t is going right into 
the House of Commons. You want to draw up a plan. How big a plan do you want 
to draw up? I think the s imp l e resolution we passed is strong enough and an 
urgent enough case that we try and at least get the s e two areas: f i rst, the 
amending formula which i s not acceptable I think for all of us, which gives the 
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rights, you know, con st itutiona l responsibility of this present Legislature 
back to the prov in ces and we want th em to give it back to us; an d we want the 
Prime Mini ster to act unilaterally to reinstate the origi na l section 34 of 
the Ca nad a Co nstitution Act. Clear enough. 

If you cannot figure it out, you may want to read the whole document before 
you f inal ly get arou nd to understanding what we are trying to do here. We are 
deal ing with an urgent national i ssue. We do not ha ve time to hire somebody 
to come up with a massive document. You know, if we had any imagination, we 
would have done that long ago but we do not have such peop l e on this Assemb l y 
with -- you know, I should think all of us -- an acceptable imagination for the 
people i n the Northwest Territories. We at least might as well go independently , 
if we have to, to Ottawa to try and inf l ue nce the native gro ups that are down 
there and join them because I am just not sure whether we are actually going 
t o come up with a proposal. If we cannot come up with one, we can work all 
night to try and come up with one. Let us not get out of here until we know 
again exactly what our strategy is going to be. Many of our people are not 
prepared to sit around from t he Eastern Arctic unt il somebody comes up wit h a 
grand plan because I am not sure whether we could do it. I do not th i nk we 
have t i me to deal with that because Canad ia n parliament does not have time to 
deal with it. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Curley. Mr . Stewart . 

HON. DON STEWART: Wel l , Mr. Curley suggested that possibly Mr. Parker could 
throw some light on this and if Mr. Parker would li ke to make a statement, I 
would certai nl y like to hear from him at this stage of the debate. I know it 
is an awkward pos i tion for him and I do not want to embarrass him but I think 
that this thing is so critical that we should get all of the advice and all of 
the opinions that are poss ible. I would ask the House to all ow Mr. Parker to 
say a few words in regard to what we ar e ta l king about, whether we should take 
off rig ht immediately or get something jammed together , whatever he chooses 
to say. It was actual ly Mr. Curley that suggested possibly Mr. Parker had the 
answer so I wou ld like to hear from Mr. Parker, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Stewart. Mr. Parker, do you care to 
comment? 

Commissioner's Remarks Re Trip To Ottawa 

COMMISSIO NER PARKER: Mr . Chairman, thank you. I would comment or speak only 
on the process that is being discussed and not on the substance. I think it 
must be borne in mind t hat yesterday there was a vote held with unanimous 
support of the Members present to petition the Prime Mi ni ster on the matter of 
establ i shing aboriginal rights in the constitut i on, that is to put the clause 
back in which a ltho ugh it had not become l aw had still raised a very important 
expectat ion amo ng the peop l e of the Northwest Territories and the native people 
throughout Canada. I t hink that time is undoubtedly short. As an observer of 
the process and from what I have heard f r om news broadcasts today, it i s the 
in te ntion of the Government of Canada to proceed in the latter part of this 
coming week to a debate in the House and I believe that they have now sa i d 
they would not ho l d it for only two days because the substance of the bi l l which 
has been prepared to replace the original bill is a major rewriting and therefore 
the debate wi l l probably take more than two days. In any event, there is no 
doubt there is a question of urgency if the Members of thi s Leg islature wish 
to ha ve their feel in gs made known and understood. 

I would suggest to you that your power remains much enha nced, much grea te r if 
you act as a Legislature and not as individuals. That is not to say that 
individuals will not have some important effect because individuals can at times 
be very effect i ve, but I think you have the opportunity to act and cont i nue to 
act in a unified fashion . 
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Mr. Braden has suggested to you that the Executive Committee, having been 
charged with lending its support, which it had obviously given yesterday -- but 
there has been some question of follow-up, and perhaps the follow-up has not 
been as rapid as it should have been -- but he has suggested that the Execulive 
Committee be given overnight to try and determine what are the responses from 
the Prime Minister or from his officials and to come back to the House at some 
time tomorrow, at a convenient time, to offer the very best possible plan for 
putting into effect what the Members have been asking. I think to take just 
overnight is not very long and I think that it could be time very well spent. 
It could even mean that some Members or all Members could be on their way 
tomorrow afternoon if that was the dec i sion. I think the time to be spent 
though in dealing with this overnight and reconvening in the morning would be 
very wise and if you are looking for any advice from me, i would suggest to you 
that you may wish to hold the motion open until such time as you have taken 
this opportunity to work on it overnight and come back to this House tomorrow, 
perhaps at mid-morning but at a time of your choosing, and at that t i me then 
you would still have the opportunity to either vote on the motion or to amend 
the motion. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Curley, you being the mover of the motion, did you 
hear what the Commissioner had to say? 

MR. CURLEY: Well, I do not believe Mr. Parker was just merely speaking to me. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): To the motion. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR . MacQUARRIE: I would just say, Mr. Chairman, that it should be evident and 
certainly to the mover of the motion, Mr. Curley, that within one days time it 
would be very likely possible to have unanimous agreement of Members and surely 
that is a very desirable thing and therefore I would ask Mr. Curley to consider 
withdrawing his motion . Since it is a motion to adjourn, it is difficult to 
amend in any acceptable way. Ask him to withdraw it on the undertaking that 
was given to us by the Leader of the Elected Executive and perhaps we could then 
have a motion to set a specific time tomorrow for requesting the Speaker to 
convene at a special time tomorrow. Would Mr. Curley consider doing that? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie . Mr. Cur l ey . 

Word Of Mouth Not Good Enough 

MR. CURLEY: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am not prepared to accept by 
word only, you know, that great progress will be made tomorrow. I think anyone 
who is attempting to assure me -- it is going to have to be by motion. Someone 
is going to have to introduce a motion specifying exactly what we are going 
to do because we have done it too many times before. I prefer to just adjourn 
for a week and let the Executive Committee, if they want to play around with 
the Canadian constitution in their own way, then they wi ll be able to do it. 
They do not need my help. So I prefer to adjourn if they are not going to come 
up with an alternative motion which says, "Let us strike a constitutional 
committee, Canadian constitutional committee." If you were to introduce that 
motion effectively as soon as I withdraw my motion, then I am prepared to accept 
possibly withdrawing my motion, but at this time if it is just by word of mouth, 
it is not good enough. I prefer to go home, stay home and let the Executive 
Committee and the Speaker play around with a grand plan so that they can go to 
Ottawa with it. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Sibbeston. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate what Mr. Parker has said. However, 
I am just wondering if it is possible, even right now, to work out some of the 
details that admittedly would have to be dealt with. Mr. Braden talks of options 
and working things out and I am just wondering if it is possible for him or 
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other Members to reveal some of the ideas that they have that could be do ne. 
My fee l in~ is that we ought to decide now, and we can sit here unt i l mi dnight 
if need be, but work out the details today. I am concerned that if we adjourn, 
some of the momentum, some of the emotion, some of the enthusiasm may be lost. 
I might get drunk to night or I might break a leg tonight or my wife might - - it 
might rain in Yellowknife or all sorts of things could "might" happen tonight 
which might make me lose enthusiasm. So I would rather deal with it today. I 
am amazed at the fact that Members on this side of the House have expressed 
concern - - I mean, I am wondering whether some of the Executive Committee Members 
share the feeling that we do. Are they interested in go i ng to Ottawa? What 
are some of the options that Mr. Braden had ment i oned? I just suggest that we 
should work out the details right now. If Members do not want to do it as 
openly as we have done on t his side, the.n they can ask for a coffee break or ask 
for a brief adjournment so the Executive Committee can meet in secret. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. Mr. Patterson. 

Executive Committee Must Be Trusted 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, we all - - believe me, I am sure I speak 
for the Executive Committee -- we all have felt very frustrated and angry since 
last Thursday. I got the news when I was on a plane on Friday morning on the 
way to Yellowkn i fe that section 34 had been dropped and I was sick. I only 
began to understand what had happened and deciphered through the agreement that 
had been reached -- I am a lawyer but I found it very difficult to get a grasp 
on it -- I only began to understand it within the last coup l e of days. I do not 
make any apologies for that. What I want to plead for i s a little bit of trust 
in the Executive Committee. We were elected by the Assembly. The aborigina l 
people are represented on the Executive. I am a Member from the Eastern Arctic 
and I feel a profound responsibility to the people of the Eastern Arctic and 
to the 25,000 or more aboriginal peoples in the Northwest Territories. Their 
future is in our hands. Let us not become angry at each other. We are not 
the enemy, believe me. The Executive Comm i ttee is not trying to frustrate 
this process. Perhaps we need a little prodding and perhaps we could have been 
more aggressive today. Certainly I can assure you the subject of what to do 
came up at the Executive Committee this morning and perhaps we could have moved 
faster but I certainly, as one Member anyway, want to assure Mr. Sibbeston and 
Mr. Curley that I am prepared to be part of the most drastic ac t ion. We can 
meet on the lawns of the House of Commons, but whatever we are going to do, 
let us co l lectively determine a course of action and follow it to the man ... 

MR. CURLEY: Let us do it now! 

MR. SIBBESTON: Let us do it now! 

MR. CURLEY: Let us do it now. Hear, hear! 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : ... and woman. 

---Applause 

Now, I have been sitting here for 40 minutes . I have tried to scribble down 
a few motions. Every co up le of minutes I think that Mr. Curley is going to move 
a motion that wi l l have us in limbo for a week. I have not been able to think 
straight. I want a little bit of time. Okay. If you are only wi l ling to give 
me a coffee break, I will try and get together with my colleagues on an empty 
stomach and come up with something but I tend to feel that we are angry and 
frustrated at the end of this angry and frus~rating week because we are dealing 
with the situation where we feel helpless. We have the same frustrations as 
the people have fe l t who have, in desperation, pulled their children out of 
school . We have the same frustrations that peop l e are feeling who are tal king 
about sending white people south. These kinds of tactics are not going to be 
effective and neither is anger with i n our caucus going to be effective. Let 
us direct that energy into a constructive and carefully considered plan and 
myse l f, I would prefer some time. I think mid-morning tomorrow -- the world 
is not going to stop turning and I do think that will be soon enough to come 
up with a plan. 

0 



( 

( 

l 

- 87 -

So I would urge Members to consider reporting progress and adjourning until 
10:30 tomorrow morning and I can assure you that the Executive will immediately 
set to work on preparing a ·responsible plan including transportation arrangements 
and the other details that, like it or not, we have to look after. I would, 
as one Member anyway, ask for a little bit of trust from the Members and a 
little bit of patience. I am not asking to wait even until Monday but I think 
by tomorrow morning we will all be prepared to pursue this important task with 
vigour and I hope that the Members who have elected the Executive Committee 
would put a little bit of trust in us. Thank you, Mr . Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. I cannot accept your 
recommendation to report progress. We could maybe take a 10 minute coffee break 
and then come back. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Point of order . Point of order . Mr. Chairman, we are debating 
a motion in committee of the whole which asks for us to adjourn for a week to 
go to Ottawa. It does not say we adjourn now . It does not s~y we adjourn 
tomorrow. It does not say we adjourn Monday. Second, it is a motion in 
committee of the whole and you cannot have a motion in committee of the whole 
to adjourn the House formally. If we are going to adjourn the House formally, 
it has to be done while the Speaker is in the chair. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): I did not say I was going to adjourn. I said we will 
take a 10 minute coffee break and then we will come back . 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Well, I would like to make a point of order before you do that 
so that the Members will think about this during the coffee break. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Your point of order will come when we come back from 
a 10 minute coffee break, okay? 

---S HORT RECESS 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): The committee wil l come back to order. We have a motion 
on the f l oor, sti ll dea l ing with Mr. Cu rley's motion, I believe. Mr. Curley. 
To the motion. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): We have a motion on the f l oor, we are still dealing with. 
Mr. Curley. 

Motion To Travel To Ottawa To Urge Government To Reinstate Section 34 Of 
Proposed Charter Of Rights, Withd~_a_w_n _________________ _ 

MR. CURLEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I 
would li ke to say this in Inuktitut for the motion that I made. I do not know 
why we are debating about this. The Northwest Territories -- we are divided, 
but we do not want to be divided, toward this matter. The motio n I just made 
I am going to withdraw. (Translation ends) 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to announce that, with a little bit of help from our 
friends, Mr . Sibbeston and I have been able to come to an agreement with the 
Commissioner and his Executive Committee. So I now would like to formally 
withdraw my motion. I have another motion -- at this time I would like to 
introduce it, with your permission . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Thank you, Mr . Curley. I understand you withdraw the 
f irst motion and you wish to proceed with another motion. Carry on. 

Moti on That Special Committee Formu l ate Action Plan Re Aboriginal Rig hts 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. The motion reads: 

Whereas this Assem bly has expressed with deep concern about the current 
Canadian constitution, particular l y in respect of aboriginal rights and future 
political development in the Northwest Territories; 

And whereas this Assemb l y needs to develop an immediate action plan for 
addressing these issues with the Government of Canada and the provincial 
premiers; 

Now therefore, I move that a special committee of the Legislative Assemb l y, 
consisting of Members of the Assembly and the Executive Committee, be struck 
to report back to this House by l :00 o ' clock tomorrow afternoon on an action 
pl an including the following: 

a) adjourning the present session and reconvening in Ottawa to extensively 
lobby the federal and provincial governments; 

b) seeking means available to the Assembly includ i ng lobbying wi th Opposition 
l eaders to have abor i ginal rights protected for the aborigina l people of the 
Northwest Terri tori es; and 

c) estab li shing a permanent constitutional committee consisting of the Members 
of the Legislative Assembly and the Executive Committee, to co-ordinate the 
Legi s lative Assembly's action plan on the con stitut ion of Canada. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra ser): Thank you, Mr. Curley. Could we have a copy of tha t 
motion just to make sure it is in order? Thank you . Your motion is in order, 
Mr . Curley. Do you wish to speak to the motion? Mr. Cur l ey. 

MR. CURLEY : Yes Mr. Chairman. Very br i ef l y, I think that the motion i s very 
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clear. I indicated that with the help of friends from the Executive Committee 
and Commissioner, we have been able to, I think, present to the Assembly one 
that can be supported by all Members. I do not want to give the impression 
or opinion that we were about to split here, because the only way that we · 
could deal with this complex issue is in exercising our true fee l ings and I 
felt very strongly today after hearing that the kids were being used as the 
victims of this constitutional crisis, in the Eastern Arctic, that we had to come 
up with something better than the sort of "do as you please" kind of policy. 
For this reason I think we have to treat this issue as an emergency and we 
would like to be able to come up tomorrow with a plan that will be dealt with 
by the Assembly tomorrow afternoon. Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Curley. To the motion. Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: A very good motion, Mr. Chairman. I wou l d just like 
to mention that we need to se l ect the Members of this special committee and 
if the motion passes, I would ask you to ask Members who are interested in 
serving on this committee to indicate -- we will name them and perhaps set a 
time early tomorrow morning, a time and place for meeting, and then we can all 
go home and think about it. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr. MacQuarrie . 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Since it accords precisely with 
what I recommended to Mr . Curley about an hour ago, I am very happy to support 
the motion . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. Any further discussion on 
the motion? Mr. Evaluarjuk. 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The one who made the 
motion, I would like to ask him -- I did not really understand -- when we would 
be going down to Ottawa. The Prime Minister and his colleagues will not be 
working tomorrow or Sunday. Where will they be found? I prefer to wait for 
Monday, when it is possible that we wi l l be answered by then. Are you 
considering that Sunday too . . . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): 
about going to Ottawa. 
to explain that to hi m? 

Mr. Evaluarjuk, I do not think the motion says anything 
It is just a motion that we Mr. Curley, do you want 

MR. CURLEY: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The motion is that we 
wi ll have to be meet i ng in the morning. We will be meeting again in the 
House at l :00 o'clock p.m. However, the Commissioner and the Executive 
Committee had already been informed. We will not be leaving right away for 
Ottawa, as there wou l d be other problems. We would be taking consideration 
of that. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Curley, I understand, for the record, your motion 
reads 12:00 noon. You have changed that to l :00 p . m. , is that right? 

MR. CURLEY: Yes. 

Motion That Special Committee Formulate Action Plan Re Aboriginal Rights, 
Carried 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you. For the record. To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Question is being called. 

AN HON. MEMBER: A recorded vote. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): A recorded vote being requested. All in favour, please 
stand. 

CLERK ASSISTANT (Mr. Hamilton): Mr. Evaluarjuk, Mr. Arlooktoo, Mr. Kilabuk, 
Mr . Patterson, Mr. Pudl uk, Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Tol oganak, Ms Cournoyea, 
Mr. Curley, Mr. Noah, Mr. Sibbeston, Mr. Mccallum, Mr. Wah-Shee, Mr. Braden, 
Mr. Butters, Mr . Nerysoo, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. MacQuarrie and Mr. Stewart. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): The motion was carried unanimous l y, let it be for the 
records. 

---Carried 

Any further business? Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I would just suggest, Mr. Chairman, that you ask the 
Members of this committee who would be interested in serving on the planning 
committee, which will meet tomorrow morning before the House hears the report. 
The motion gives them terms of reference and I would suggest that you ask for 
an indication of interest and that we establish a meet i ng time and place 
quickly, and then we can adjourn. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): 
I think it is up to the 
we canvass a few of the 
agreed? 

Mr. Patterson, I do not think it is common practice. 
Speaker, but I will do it if the Members agree that 
Members and see who is wishing to serve on it. Is it 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you. Anybody wishing to serve on the committee, 
would they please indicate by raising their hand? Mr . Patterson, 
Mr. Sibbeston, Ms Cournoyea, Mr. Curley, Mr. Mccallum, Mr. Wah-Shee, Mr. Braden, 
Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. MacQuarrie, Mr. Nerysoo, Mr. Stewart. Thank you very much. 
Mr . Sibbeston. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Chairman, I will just move that the persons indicated be 
Members of that committee and that they meet tomorrow morning at 9:30. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): I understand the persons that have indicated they wish 
to serve on the committee to meet at 9:30 tomorrow, at the ... 

Motion To Set Up Membership And Meeting Of Special Committee, Carried 

MR. SIBBESTON: I will make a motion that those peop l e who indicated interest 
in being on that committee be so, in fact, Members of that committee and that 
a meeting time be 9:30 tomorrow morning . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): At 9:30 tomorrow morning, here, Mr. Sibbeston? 

MR. SI BBESTON: Yes . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Katimavik A? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Question be i ng ca ll ed, motio n on the floor . All i n 
favour? Down . Opposed? The motion is carr i ed. 

---Carried 

Ms Cournoyea. 

) 
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MS COURNOYEA: I am just wondering if I could ask the Leader of t he Elected 
Execut i ve Committee i f he plans to put some of his office staff on ca ll f i rst 
t hing in the morni ng? Granted , we are meeting at 9:30, however t he Ottawa 
time is 7:30, perhaps they can become aware that a job has to be done and 
possib l y get Ms Barnabe work i ng in Ottawa, saying, you know, the basic, 
some basic pl ans on perhaps where the Minister is going to be and just the 
simp l e questions that we know we are going to have to have answers for. So 
perhaps they can start at 7:00 o'clock in the morni ng. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Mr. Braden . 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I wi ll be talking to my staff tonight 
and I will report to the comm i ttee first thing tomorrow morn i ng on progress 
that has been made and in addition I will have my l egal advisers ava il able for 
the committee when we meet tomorrow morning. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Braden . Any further discussion? 

AN HON. MEMBER : Report progress. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Report progress. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Fraser. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF MATTERS RELATING TO THE CONSTITUTION 
OF CANADA 

MR . FRASER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Your committee has been studying in 
committee of the whole, matters relating to t he constitut i on of Canada wi th 
one motion -- I will read the "now therefore clause". "I move that a special 
committee of the Legislative Assembly consisting of Members of the Assemb l y 
and the Executive Committee be struck to report back to this House by 
tomorrow on an action plan including the fol l owing: a) adjour ning the present 
session and reconvening in Ottawa to extensively lobby the federal and 
provincial governments; b) seeking means avai l able to the Assembly inc l uding 
lobbying with opposition leaders to have aboriginal rights protected for the 
aboriginal people of the Northwest Terr i tories, and c) establishing a 
permanent constitutional committee cons i sting of the Members of the Legislative 
Assembly and the Executive Committee to co-ordinate the Legis l ative Assembly's 
act i on plan on the constitution of Canada." This motion was passed unanimously 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Fraser, and I understand for the record's sake 
that there was another motion presented by Mr . Sibbeston confirming the 
appointment of those Members that indicated that they wished to serve on that 
committee, and that the time that is set for that meeting is 9:30 tomorrow 
morning . The sitting time for tomorrow will be 1:00 o ' clock. Mr. Fraser, 
presume that you were just reporting progress, that the matter of 
constitutional development stays on the order paper, is that correct? 

MR. FRASER : That is correct, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Clerk, the orders of the day for Saturday. 

ITEM NO. 14: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Remnant): Orders of the day, 1 :00 p.m., Saturday, 
November 14 . 

l. Prayer 

2. Replies to Commissioner's Address 



3. Oral Questions 

4. Questions and Returns 

5. Petitions 

6. Tabling of Documents 

7. Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

8. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills 

9 . Notices of Motion 

10. Motions 

11. Introduction of Bills for First Reading 

12. Second Reading of Bi l ls 

13. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of Bills, Recommendat ons to be 
Legislature and Other Matters: Matters Relating to the Const tu t ion of 
Canada; Tabled Document 5-81(3), Our Land Our Future, Discuss on Paper on 
Political and Constitutional Development in the Northwest Territories 

14. Orders of the Day 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Cl erk. It may be somewhat confusing why all those 
items were put on there because it is my understanding that it is the desire of 
the House tomorrow to deal specifically with the matter that we have just bee n 
dealing with, and that the Items l to 14, or whatever they are -- we would by 
unanimous consent just jump straight in to committee of the whole and deal 
with the business. I~ that the wish of the House? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

MR . SPEAKER: Agreed. It is simp l er to do it this way because it is our 
usual format, but it is not the intention to deal with those matters, but to go 
straight into the committee of the whole. Announcements. Mr. MacQuarrie . 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I was asked to remind Members that 
they were invited by the Spirit of Adventure Canoe i sts to a bon voyage 
cocktail party which started at 6:00 o'clock in the Gold Room of the Ye l lowknife 
Inn. Presumably, it is still on. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Cl erk, are there any announcements? 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Remnant): No, sir, no announcements. 

MR. SPEAKER: This House stands adjourned unt il Sat urday, November the 14th, 
at l :00 p.m. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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