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IN REGARD 70
THE MATTER OF CENTRALIZATION OF FEDERAL
GOVERWAEMT OFFICES IN THE CITY OF

YELLOWRNIFE TO THE DETRIMENT OF OTIHIR
COMHUNITIES IN THE NORTHRWEST TERRITORIES

The Chamber of Commerce of the Town of Hay
Rivet'has recently made representation to the Minister
of Fisheries in connection with the propossad plans_of
that Department to move the headqnarters of the new
Department 6f'the Eﬁvironment,‘which,1nc1udes Fisheries
and Forestry, to the‘éity of Xellowknifc. The stated
reason for this plan is in order to have mare and better

liaison with the Government of the Northwest Territorie%.

In effect, this plan would concentrate the
complete regional hgadquarters of a Federal Government
Depatrtment in Yellowknife. This move would éo far beyond
fhe stated nced for lialson, which liaison could be
done by a very small staff, if such were necessary. In
the meantime, the working members of that Department
would be concentrated irn Yellowknife and this is not
necessarily the place wherc'chey would work most effec-
tively. 1In fact, as far as Fisheries and Forestry are

concerned, they could be a considerable distance away

seareeass 2




from the proper location of their stated work,

The Hay River Chambher of Commerce fecls that
the varifous Departments of the Federal Government “are
failing the Northwest Territovies and 1t's people by
allowing and encouraging such concentration in the
city of Ycllowknife and denying other communitles‘in
the Norcth of their rightful growth pattern for the
following reasons:

1, The City of Yellowknife is the center of
Covernment of the Northwest Territories and thus
receives the impetus from this source of development.

2. ‘Othet qommunities in the Northwest Territories
also require some of this Govérnmentai impetus to
assist in their development {f the North is tq'be a
viable operation and not a group of small, satellite
comnunities surrounding the City of Yellowknife,

3. 1In the_p&st, the headquarcers‘of various
Governmental operations were located in many of the
Northern communities for good and sufficient feasons.
For éxamplc, Fishcries headquarters was in Ha? River
begause lay River is the effective center of the
fishing industry in the Northwcsg Territories., Torestry
should be located In connection with forests, anywhere
along the Mackenzie Valley from Fort Smith to Aklavik
but surely not in Yellowknife where there are no forests.

Jater Resources also should be located where the water
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sources are, in a community such as Fort Smith, Hay River
or Tort Siupson,

4, With communications and Lransportation de&el-
oping as they are in the North, §t is not necessary for
Federa! Government offices to be located in Yellowknife
only, iEffective and adequute telephone links are
maintained throuah Hﬁy River with all Horthern
communities, including Yellowknife. Aénin, in the
case of Fisheries, in doing their work in the far
Morth, it is just as feasible and practical for Fisheries
officersto travel out of Hay River as it is oﬁt of
Yéllowkpife.

5, Communities in the north have been deveioping
blans for community betterment of all kinds, the dingred-
ients of a viable community, having i{n mind the continuea
growth pattérn and support from the Government of Canada.
 Where this support is withdrawa by Federal Government
Departments, the proper growth of these communities is
retarded,

6. Any industry considering establishing in any
community in the North first looks at the availuable
pool of labour. Since the Federal Government has created
2 unique situation wvhereby, in the past, almost total
usage of manpower in the Nofch vas to service Government
estab]ishmgnts, this has become a pattecn of life in fhe

Northwest Tervitories for the vast majority of the
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population. Therefore, {f the Government decided to
centrolize their operations into one area or community

they would be pulling most of the available and educated '

manpower to this area or community with thew. It is
foirly obvious thew, that if an industuy wishe§ to
estahligh, it is left with two alternatives when it
scts up a base of operations and these are to establish
where the manpower pool is concentrated or hring in‘with
them manpower from the outside leaving the available
local recsources and manpover unused,
7. In considering the attraction of industry of
any kind to the Worthwest Territories, it must be
born in mind that an atmosphexre nf stability must prevail,
8. The placing of a Department of Government in
Yellowknife, as compared to Hay River, Fort Smith or
Fort Simpson, for instance, cannot be justified on
economic grounds because by the éovernment% own statis-
ties, it is more expensive to live in Yellowknife
because the cost of living allcwance has not been 1owered’

for civil scrvants ir that area while it has been for

civil servants in these other areas.

A policy of decentralization of the head-

quarters of Federal Departmental operations in the Horth-

west Territories would enable thesc offices and their

personncl to be on site and tharvefore be far more

construstive and productive. A policy of dccentralization




such as this would then also he of inestimable valua
to tue long-term development of all of the Northwest

Tervitorics and not just one single location,

It is therefore proposed by the llay River

Chamber of Commeryce that the Covernmant of Canada should

reconsider it's present policy of concentrating forces

in tha City of Ye1lowknife and wmowve with the well-being
‘ of the whole of the iforthuwest Terrwitories inm wind. It
is proposcd by the Hay RNiver Chamber of Commerce that
the Department of the Enviroanment be the first to re=
consider it's stated h]an to concentrate in Yc]lowknife;
Other communities in the North are and can be equipped
to handle the various braanches of this and other
Departments to the benefit of the Departments and to

the communities conecerncd,

" To point out the econcmiec 2ffect of relocation

of Tederal Governwant branches, it is understood that

thirty=-ona (21) highly-trained persons will be the

Department of Environment staff in Yellowknife if the
pfcscnt rumorad plans are carvied [forward. Tt is'esti-
mated that this would wean a minimum of five hundred

o thousand dollars ($500,000.90) yzarly in community G.M.P.,
not to mention the capital construction involwved, '
wherever this office ig maiantained. A sum of this

nature would lLave a far greater benciicial effect on




any oac of the smaller commpunisies requiring help than,

it oweuld mean to the Civy of Yollowhknifn,

Finally, and nrobably the mozt important
consid:yation, is the sucial effect of draining the
smaller communitices 4n 2 mevement to Yellowknife. It
is estimated that a major propertion of the educated,
workinn personucl in the Novthwest Territories work
for one government or the other. To concentratc these
people in one center means the demeaning of the other
,commﬁnities of the North and the loss of many people vho
.are capahble of leadersﬁip and initiative which is so vital

to the develeopment of the indigénous peoples in the

>smaller;gommunit£es'nhrbughout ﬁhe Qhole 5f the Horth-
wcSt'Tefritorics. The onus of the 5ucccss'dr failure
of the‘cbmmunitics in the Morth is in the hands of ;he
Fedaral Governmenﬁyand the pfescnt contemplated bfnin-
drain,kif allowed to continue, will spell the doom of

many Northern communitices,

Dated this Tenth day of Mdy, 1971 at the Town of Nay

River in the Porthwest Tervitories.,
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¥,G. Berg, Presidant”
fizy River Chamber of Commerce
Hay River, dovthwest Tervitories.




Ltetters In support of this brief have been sent to the Chamber by
the following, and copies of same have been attached to the brief

suhmitted to the Prime Hinister:

The Settlement of Fort Providence, Northwest Terrltories
The Town of Fort Smith, Northwest Territories

The Town of lnuvik, No;thwes{ Territorfes

Tﬁe Town of'Hay River, ﬁorthWest Terrifﬁries

The Hamlet of Fort Simpson, Northwest Terrlitories
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