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B R I E F

BY THE HAY RIVER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

IN REGARD 70

THE MATTER OF CENTRALIZATION OF FEDERAL 
GOV Fills'MEET OFFICES IN THE CITY OF 
YELLOWKNIFE TO THE DETRIMENT OF OTHER 
COMMUNITIES IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

The Chamber of Commerce of  the Town of  Hay 

River has recently made representat ion  to the Min i s t e r  

of  F isher ies  in connection with the proposed plans of 

that Department to move the headquarters of the new 

Department, of the Environment» which includes F i sh er i e s  

and Forestry,  to the ci ty of Ye l l owkni f e .  The stated  

reason for this plan is in order to have more and be t te r  

l i a i s o n  with the Government of  the Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s .

In e f f e c t ,  this plan would concentrate the 

complete reg i ona l  headquarters  of a Federal  Government 

Department in Ye l l owkni f e .  This move would go f a r  beyond 

the stated need for  l i a i s o n ,  which l i a i son  could be 

done by a very small  s t a f f ,  i f  such were necessary .  In 

the meantime, the working members of  that Department  

would be concentrated in Ye l l owkni f e  and this  is not 

necessa r i l y  the place where they would work most e f f e c 

t i v e l y .  In f ac t ,  ns far  as F i sher i e s  and Forest ry  are 

concerned, they could be a considerab le  distance away
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from the proper location of their stated work.

The Hay River Chamber of Commerce feels  that 

the various Departments of the Federal Government are 

f a i l i n g  the Northwest Terr i tor ies  and i t ' s  people by 

al lowing and encouraging such concentration in the 

ci ty of Yel lowknife and denying other communities in 

the North of their r i ght fu l  growth pattern for  the 

fo l lowing reasons :

1. The City of Yel lowknife is the center of 

Government of the Northwest Terr i tor ies  and thus 

receives the impetus from this source of development.

2. Other communities in the Northwest Terr i tor ies,  

also require some of this Governmental impetus to 

ass i s t  in their development i f  the North is to be a 

viab le  operation and not a group of small,  s a t e l l i t e  

communities surrounding the City of Yel lowknife.

3. In the past, the headquarters of various  

Governmental operations were located in many of the 

Northern communities for good and suf f i c i ent  reasons.

For example, Fisheries headquarters was in Hay River  

because Hay River is the a f fect ive  center of the 

f i shing industry in the Northwest Te r r i to r i e s .  Forestry  

should be located in connection with forests ,  anywhere 

along the Mackenzie Val ley from Fort Smith to Л k l a v i k 

but surely not in Yel lowknife where there are no forests  

Water Resources also should be located where the water
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«sources лго, in a community such as Fort Smith, Hay River 

or Fort Simpson,

Л. Vif.h communications and transportation deve l 

oping as they arc in the North, it is not necessary for 

Federal Government o f f i ces  to be located in Yel lowknife  

only, Ef fective and adequute telephone l inks are 

maintained through Hay River with a l l  Northern 

communities, including Yel lowknife.  Again, in the 

case of Fisheries,  in doing their work in the far  

North, it is just as f e as ib le  and pract ical  for  Fisheries  

o f f i ce r st o  travel  out of Hay River as i t  is out of 

Y el lowknif  e .

5. Communities in the north have been developing

plans for community betterment of a l l  kinds, the ingred

ients of a viable community, having in mind the continued 

growth pattern and support from the Government of Canada. 

Where this support is withdrawn by Federal Government 

Departments, the proper growth of these communities is 

retarded, '*

6. Any industry considering establ i shing in any 

community in the North f i r s t  looks at the ava i lab le

pool of labour.  Since the Federal Government has created 

a unique s i tuation whereby, in the past, almost total  

usage of manpower in the North was to service Government 

establishments,  this has become a pattern of l i f e  In the 

Northwest Terr i tor ies  for the vast majority of the
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population. Therefore,  I f  the Government decided to 

central ise their operations into one area or community 

they would be pul l ing most of the ava i l ab le  and educated 

manpower to this area or community with them. It Is 

f a i r l y  obvious then, chat i f  an industry wishes to 

establ i sh,  it is l e f t  with two al ternat ives  when it  

sets up a base of operations and these are to es tab l i sh  

where the manpower pool is concentrated or bring in with 

them manpower from the outside leaving the ava i l ab le  

local  resources and manpower unused,

7. In considering the attraction of industry of 

any kind to the Korthvcst Ter r i to r i e s ,  i t  must be 

born in mind that an atmosphere of s t ab i l i t y  must p r eva i l ,

8. The placing of a Department of Government in

Yel lowknife,  as compared to Hay River,  Fort Smith or i

Fort Simpson, for instance, cannot be j u s t i f i ed  on

economic grounds because by the Government's own s t a t i s -  s

t ics ,  it is more expensive to l ive in Yel lowknife
i

because the cost of l iving allowance has not been lowered j

for c i v i l  servants in that area while it  has been for
;■

c iv i l  servants in these other areas.

Л pol icy of decentral izat ion of the head

quarters of Federal Departmental operations in the North

west: Ter r i tor ies  would enable these o f f i ces  and their  

personnel to be on si te and therefore be far more 

constructive and productive. A pol icy of decentral izat ion

y > -_________ - ____ ,______________________________ :________ -__
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such a s this would then also be of inestimable value  

to ti;e 1.0 1 1 5- term development of a l l  oi the Northwest 

Territor ies  and not j u &t one s ingle location.

It  is therefore proposed by the Hay River 

Chamber of Commerce that the Government of Canada should 

reconsider i t ' s  present policy of concentrating forces  

in the City of Yellowknife and move with the w e l l -b e ing  

of the whole of the Northwest Terr i tor ies  in mind. I t  

is proposed by the Hay H iver -Chamber of Commerce that 

the Department of the Environment be the f i r s t  to re 

consider i t ' s  stated plan to concentrate in Yel lowknife ,  

Other communities in the North are and can be equipped 

to handle the various branches of this and other 

Departments to the benef it of the Departments and to 

the communities concerned.

To point out the economic ef fect  of re locat ion  

of Federal Government branches, it. is understood that 
thirty-one (31) h igh ly -tra ined  persons w i l l  be the 

Department of Environment s t a f f  in Yellowknife i f  the 

present rumored plans are carried forward. It  is e s t i 

mated that this would mean a minimum of f ive hundred 

thousand dollars  ($500,000.00) yearly in community G.N.P 

not to mention the capital construction involved,  

vherever this of f i e<? i s main t a.1 0 ed . A s 11 m of this 

nature would have n far greater bene f ic ia l  e f fect  on



requiring he l p than.any ont; of t h.; smal ler commuai ti e.

j r w ; - u 3.1 rr, v iii) to t h <; C i f y of Vei l s » ’ k r. ire

l i  !i a l ) y ,  and probably the mo ? t Important:

con Vi i terat ion ,  is t h e socia l ef fect  of draining the 

smaller communities in a movement to Yel lowknife. It  

is estimated that a major proportion of the educated, 

working personnel in the Northwest Terr i tor ies  work 

for one government or the other. To concentrate these 

people in one center means the demeaning of the other  

communities of the North and the loss of many people who 

are capable of leadership and in i t i a t i v e  which is so v i t a l  

to the development of the indigenous peoples' in the 

smaller communities throughout the whole of the North

west Terr i tor ies .  The onus of the success or f a i lu re  

of the' communities in the North is in the hands of the 

Federal Government and the present contemplated b ra in -  

drain, i f  allowed to continue, w i l l  spe l l  the doom of 

many Northern communities.

Dated this Tenth clay of May, .1971 at the Town of Hay 

River in the Northwest Ter r i to r ie s .

I'.’ , G . her g P r e s i. dent "
I icy River Chamber of  Commerce 
H a y R i. v c r , i-i o r t liwes t T e r r i t o r i e s .



Letters in support of this brief have been sent to the Chamber by 

the following, and copies of same hove been attached to the brief 

submitted to the Prime Minister:

The Settlement of Fort Providence, Northwest Terri tories 

The Town of Fort Smith, Northwest Territories 

The Town of Inuvik, Northwest Territories

The Town of Hay River, Northwest Territories

The Hamlet of Fort Simpson, Northwest Territories


