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HEW TOWN 1 f G I SI AT IO N

Hew Town /  Growth Con t e r

New I owe " or " Growt h C e n t e r ” idea i -, - e d t o  p r o v i d e
i n t e r i m  powers f o r  a reas  of  r a p i d  d ev e lo pm en t  jri a p o l i t i c a l  
vacuum. For example ,  a new mine i s  opened and an u n i n ­
c o r p o r a t e d  communi ty  s u d d e n l y  dou bl es  or  t r i p l e s  in s i z e .  
'New I own " s t a t u s  g i v e s  the s e n i o r  government  power t o 
r e g u l a t e  t h i s  a r e a ' s  d e ve l o p me n t .  Perhaps more i m p o r t a n t  
are the d eb en t u r e  loans made a v a i l a b l e  to t h i s  a re a wh ich  
i t  most l i k e l y  would  n o t  be a b l e  to o b t a i n  on the open 
money m a r k e t .

New lown L e g i s l a t i o n  Theory

The t h e o r y  b eh i nd  "New Town" l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  to h e l p  t hese 
c o mm un i t i e s  t o  d e ve lo p sound f i n a n c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  and ade­
qua te  p o l i t i c a l  m ac h i n e r y  t o r e g u l a t e  t h e i r  own d e v e l o p ­
ment .  Keep ing t h i s  in mi nd ,  t h e re  i s  n o t h i n g  in the p r o ­
posed l e g i s l a t i o n  wh ich  would be an improvement  o v e r  t he 
p r e s e n t  sy s t em.  De be nt ur e  lo an s s i m i l a r  to advances and 
loans o f f e r e d  "New Towns" i n  A l b e r t a  are made a v a i l a b l e  to 
c o mmu ni t i es  such as I n u v i k  by the T e r r i t o r i a l  Government .
, r f o r  t he Ube o f  t h i s  money are d ec id e d  by the 
i n d i v i d u a l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  are 
h i g h e r  c o s t s  i n  the n o r t h ,  s e n i o r  g overnment s have p a i d  
t o r  the i n i t i a l  t r u n k  w a t e r  sewer systems where t hey  
e x i s t .  Mo re o ve r ,  the T e r r i t o r i a l  Government  pays 50% 
of  new road c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  s o me th in g not  f ound in "New Town" 
l e g i s l a t i o n .

R e g re s s i o n  in P o l i t i c a l  Deve lopment

The most i m p o r t a n t  f l a w  o f  t he  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  
the r e g r e s s i o n  in p o l i t i c a l  d eve lo pme nt  wh ich i t  s u gg es t s  
The e s t a b l i s h e d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  have the b a s i c s  o f  sound 
f i n a n c e  as w e l l  as adequate p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  t o  c o n ­
t r o l  d eve lo pme nt .  The d e v e l o p i n g  c o mm u n i t i e s  are a i de d 
by the Area Deve lopment  O rd i na nc e in  c o n t r o l l i n g  g r o w t h .  
A l l  s e t t l e m e n t s  are a i de d by the Depar t ment  o f  L oc a l  
Government  who have e x p e r t s  on s t a f f  in the Town P l a n n i n g  
a r e a .  A m a j o r  goal  of  the T e r r i t o r i a l  Government  has 
been the d eve lo pme nt  of  sound l o c a l  g ov ernment .  Most  
"Now Town" l e g i s l a t i o n  removes c e r t a i n  powers f rom 
e l e c t e d  b o d i es  and p l a c e s  them in the hands o f  a p p o i n t e d  
o f f i c i a l s  f o r  the p r o t e c t i o n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  the 
s p e c i a l  funds p r o v i d e d  t o r  t i i e  u np re c ed e n t ed  g rowt h o f  
the "New l o w n " .  Hie admi ni s t r a t i o n  by qua s i - e 1e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s  i s ,  no d o u b t ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n f e r i o r  to t he  
p r e s e n t  f u l l y  e l e c t e d  sys t em.

P o w e r s  o f  M u n i c i p a l i t y

The e l e c t e d  c o u n c i l  has ample power to c o n t r o l  d e v e l o p ­
ment  t h rough z o n i n g ,  i s su a nc e  p>f b u i l d i n g  p e r m i t s  and 
s a l e  o f  l o t s .  M or e ov e r ,  the m u n i c i p a l i t y  can r e g u l a t e  
road usage,  charge t r a i l e r  and b us in es s  l i c e n c e s ,  i n s ­
t i t u t e  b u s i n e s s  tax and communi ty  s e r v i c e  c h a r g e s .  The 
m u n i c i p a l i t y  has n o t  o n l y  the power ,  b u t  the d u t y ,  to 
c harge  the f u l l  c o s t s  o f  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o those  
t h a t  r e c e i v e  them. N e i t h e r  t he  Lo ca l  nor  t he T e r r i t o ­
r i a l  Government  is i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  s u p p l y i n g  s e r v i c e s  
f r e e  to companies s e e k i n g  to l o c a t e  i n  the n o r t h .
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Recommend a t i o п

Since the proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  s u gg es t s  a r e g r e s s i o n  in  
the d eve l opment  p r o c e s s ,  we do n ot  f e e l  t h a t  1t  can b e n e f i t  
the N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  at  t h i s  t i m e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  
the t ype  o f  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a v a i l a b l e  under  t y p i c a l  
"New I own l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e d  f o r  under  
e x i s t i n g  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  
recommended t h a t  no new l e g i s l a t i o n  be i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  
t h i s  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e .


