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YELLOWKNIFE , NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

MONDAY , FEBRUARY 15, 1982 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Appaqaq , Mr. Arlooktoo , Hon. George Braden, Hon. Tom Butters , Ms Courno yea, 
Mr . Curley, Mr . Evaluarjuk , Mr . Fraser, Mr . Kilabuk , Mr . Ma cQuarri e, 
Hon. Arnold McCallum, Mr. McLaughlin, Hon . Richard Nerysoo , Mr . No a h , 
Hon . Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pud lu k, Mr. Sayine, Mr . Sibbeston , Mrs . Soren s en , 
Hon . Kane Tologanak, Hon . James Wah-Shee 

ITEM NO . l: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Fraser) : Item 2 , replie s to Commis s ioner's Addre ss . 
Mr . MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE : rise on a question of privilege, Mr. Speaker. On Friday, 
when the estimates of the Department of Local Government were being considered , 
it was alleged at that time that there was an inordinate amount of Local 
Government capital being spent in the Mini s ter's constituency and I did not have 
access to detailed figures and relied on figures that were quoted by another 
honourable Member of the House which led me to make the statement that a quarter 
of the capital budget of Local Government was being spent in the Minister's 
riding . It has since been brought to my attention that that is not the case, 
but that that figure included capital expenditures from other departments and 
I therefore withdraw that remark and apologize to the honourable Minister and 
regret any embarrassment it may have caused him. 

---Applause 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. Replies to Commissioner's 
Address. The re are no replies. 

Item 3, oral questions. 

ITEM NO. 3: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Mr. Noah. 

Question 23-82(1): Construction Of Rental Housing By NWT Housing Corporation 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is concerning the NWT 
Housing Corporation. The houses that have been rented to the people, they will 
not be giving any more to the NWT residents. I want to know whether this is 
true or not. This is a question to the Minister responsible for the NWT Housing 
Corporation. Why are the houses not being sent to the communities? Is the 
rumour I am hearing true or not, Mr . Speaker? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Noah. Mr. Mcca l lum. 
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HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker, I am not s ur e if I understand the question . 
I s the Member saying that there were some houses that were indicated t he y were 
to go to particular communities and he has heard that now they are not going to 
go? I am not c l ear as to the question . 

MR . DEPUTY SPEA KER: Thank yo u . 

HON. ARNOLD McCAL LUM : Would he mind repeat ing the question? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Noah. 

MR . NOAH : (Tran s l ation) I will ask him in English . (Translation ends) 
Mr . Speaker, my question is directed to the Minister respon s ible for the Housing 
Corporat i on . There is a rumour go ing around that there wi ll not be any hou ses 
com ing to the Northwest Territories this year or this summer, e s pecially to the 
community of Baker Lake. From my understanding there was supposed to be 10 
house s coming into Baker Lake th i s summer and now I hear that there will not be 
any houses coming at all for the northern com munitie s this year. Is the rumour 
true or not true at a ll ? Thank you , Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Noah . Mr . McCallum. 

Return To Que s tion 23-82( 1) : Construction Of Rental Housing By NWT Hou sing 
Corporation 

HON. ARNOLD McCAL LUM : Mr. Speaker, the Member is corr ect . The Hou sing 
Corporat ion i s not building any new houses anywhere in the Northwest Territorie s 
tr.is year. We are finishing up those houses that were started last year and we 
are preparing the sites and acquiring land for 82 or 80-odd hou ses that will be 
started ne xt year, but the Member is abso lut e l y correct. It i s not a rumour . 
It is correct. The Housing Corporation is not starting any new housing 
construct ion this year. 

MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Mccallum. I t e·m 3 , o r a l q u e s t i o n s . M r . C u r l e y . 

Question 24-82(1): Eligibility For Hom e- Own ers hip Program Funds 

MR . CURLEY: Yes, Mr. Chairman, my question also is to the Minister respo ns ible 
for the Hou sing Corporation . It has been rumoured that the Western Arctic is 
the only region that will be eligible for the home-owner s hip program as far as 
Hou si ng Corporation funds are concerned . Could the Minister explain to this 
House why the other regions, s uch as the Eastern Arctic , which i s having a lot 
more difficulty regarding opportunities for ordinary citizens to own homes, are 
not being given a chance to be involved in this program? 

MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Curley. Mr. McCallum . 

Return To Question 24 - 82(1): Eligibility For Home-Ownership Program Funds 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker, the Housing Corporation, as I indicated , at 
the la st session, has been able to acquire capital funding to get into a new or 
a different kind of program that would promote home -ow nership . As of this date, 
there has in actual fact been one community approach the Hou s ing Corporation to 
get in on this program. There are other communities and they have been in the 
Western Arctic , that i s in the Mackenzie Valley , who have made overtures to 
wanting to get involved with it , but home -ow ner s hip is a concept that the Housing 
Corporation, as well as the Government of the Northwest Territories , would 
promote and would hope to see occur anywhere in the Territories . The more people 
who own their own home s the better off the Territorie s would be . This government, 
as well as the Hou s ing Corporation, would be in favour of promoting home - ownership 
anywhere in the Territorie s. The money that I had indicated at the last session 
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that would be available for housin g, that is to help promote housing , that is 
the money for which there has been only one community really putting forward a 
proposal. The government would be willing to accept proposals from any community 
in the Territories to promote the concept of home-ownership . 

MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McCall um. Item 3, oral questions . Mr. Noah. 

Question 25-82 ( l): Shortag_e Of Low Rental Housing 

MR. NOAH: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A further question for the Minister 
responsible for the Housing Corporation : Is the Minister aware that almost 
every community ha s a lack of low income hou ses 7 Is he aware of the l ack of 
houses for the Inuit communities, especially in my region? Thank you . 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. McCallum . 

Return To Quest i on 2 5 - 8 2 ( l ) : _Shortage Of Low Rental Hou s i n g 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I am aware, and the Hou s ing Corporation 
board of directors are aware, that there may be a la ck of housing across the 
Territories , but we are not involved with low rental housing . Th e mandate of 
the Housing Corporation is to provide soc i a l housing , that i s, to provide 
hou s ing to help people with their hou s ing. What we would prefer to do as a 
government i s to promote hom e-ow nersh ip across the Territori es, as I had 
indicated. Housing may be at a premium in various parts of the Territories, 
but this government and the Housing Corporation i s in a particular bind in 
acquiring the capital funding, and paying for that funding, to provide hou s ing 
for which there is very little return in the way of rents from these homes. 

The board of directors of the Hou si ng Corporation, together with the government 
of the Territories , ha s decided this year to put a moratorium on building 
houses. We will continue to fini s h the hou ses that were ~tarted across the 
Territories in various communities this year. We are involved with a great 
deal of rehabilitation work, I. think to the tune of about $14 million, across 
the Territories. This involve s a number of homes , but again it is an instance 
where this government must borrow money at exorbitant terms, in particular the 
length of time that we have to pay back that money and at the current interest 
rates, and this government, as well as the board of directors of the Hou s ing 
Corporation, has decided that this year we will not start any construction. 
That is not to say that there will not be hou ses built in later years and we 
are very much aware of the needs of housing across the Territories, but again 
one thing that we would want to do is to promote home-ownership, that is, for 
people to put their own homes up, and as my colleague for the Keewatin South 
indicated , the people all across the Territories would want to get into home
ownership rather than getting involved in social housing. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAK°ER: Thank you, Mr. Mc Ca 11 um. 
questions and returns. 

ITEM NO. 4: QUESTIONS AND RETURNS 

Are there any returns? Mr. Nerysoo . 

Item 3, oral questions. 

Further Return To Question 18-82(1): Replacement Of Wildlife Officer In 
Lake Harbour 

Item 4, 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO : Mr. Speaker , I have a further reply to an oral question 
asked by Mr . Arlooktoo on February 11th, 1982 with regard to wildlife officer 
replacement in Lake Harbour. The competition for Wildlife Officer I at 
Lake Harbour closes February 20th, 19 82. To date we have received only one 
application. That application is from a person from that community. 
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Nerysoo . 
questions . Mr . Curley. 

Item 4, questions, written 

Question 26-82(1): Status Of Native Women Married To Non-Native Men 

MR . CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have a question to the Minister responsible for the 
status of women . This i s going to be a real exercise and test of the Minister 
to perform his responsibility. What is the policy of this government regarding 
status of Inuit women who are married to non-native men? Is the Indian Act 
enforced by thi s government reg a rding Inuit women married to non-native men? 
If not , why has this government allowed the Department of Health and Welfar e 
to refuse a number of Tnuit women coverage of the i r medical ex pen ses and 
transportation and other benefits app li cab l e to Inuit women not married to whit e 
me n? 

My f in a l qu est i on is, wi ll the Mini ste r responsible for the stat us of women 
immediately i ntroduce legislation to correct this type of discrimination 
endorsed by the federal gov er nment to protect and preserve equality in the 
Northwest Territories? 

---App l ause 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr. Curley . Any further written questions? 
Returns. Mr. Patterson . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I have two actua ll y, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Proceed. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: (Translation) am sorry that today I wi ll be speaking 
in English . I am still having problems talking in Inuktitut. (Translation ends) 

Return To Question 6-82(1): Additional Teacher, Repulse Bay 

First, to reply to Mr. Noah's question on February 4th concerning an additional 
teacher in Repulse Bay: I have checked the current enrolment of the Repulse 
Bay s chool. There are 130 school-aged children in the community. Of these, 
103 atte nd school regularly; 27 of them either do not attend school at all or 
attend sporadically. Unfortunately the percentage attendance during the month 
of January was 47 per cent. This means that on the average there were 50 or 
fewer students in attendance each day last month. In the spring, the percentage 
attendance may rise to approximately 65 per cent. The average percentage of 
attendance for the period of January to March, 1981 was 73 per cent, and for 
the period of April to June, 1981 was 60 per cent . When that is the case, there 
will be approximately 65 children in attendance. These figures explain that 
the Department of Education cannot presently justify assigning more than five 
teachers to the Repulse Bay schoo l . If ever this situation changes, and I 
certainly hope it does, reconsideration will certainly be given to the request. 

Further Return To Question 7-82(1) : Lake Harbour Education Committee Petition 

I also have a reply, Mr. Speaker, to a question asked by Mr . Arlooktoo on 
February 5th co ncerning a petition from Lake Harbour requesting new school 
facilities, the petition dated November 4, 19 81 . This petition ha s been 
thoroughly studied. In earlier replies to similar requests, I stated that the 
number of students expected to be enrolled in the Lake Harbour schoo l in 1984 -85 
i s 81 students. I have checked this forecast again and have found that an 
up-to-date projection now forecasts 96 students or about 20 students per class, 
not counting kindergarten , which would have about 15 students. This means that 
the number of regular classrooms will still be adequate in the mid-80's. 



- 382 -

The petition requests new additional facilities for cu ltural inclusion, for a 
shop and home economics program , for a grade 10 program, and for s hower s and 
physical education facilitie s . I am going to request the superintendent of 
Education for the Baffin region to visit Lake Harbour and to me et with the lo cal 
education authority to determine what additional facilities may be needed, if 
any, in order to deliver an adequate education program to the reside nt s of 
Lake Harbour. 

I will also ask the Department of Local Government to consider the recreational 
needs of the community and to determine , in consultation with both the community 
of Lake Harbour and the Department of Education, how the recreational and 
physical education needs of the entire community can be met in a manner that i s 
most economical to the Government of the Northwest Territorie s and yet to the 
sat isfaction of the community. When these consultations have taken place , I 
will write to the local education authority to advise what new plan s, if any, 
will be introdu ce d to the Department of Educ at ion' s five year capital plan when 
this is reviewed in the fall of this year. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Patterson. 

Item 5, petitions. 

Item 6, tabling of documents . 

ITEM NO. 6: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Mr . Braden. 

It em 4, qu est ions and returns. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN : In accordan ce with secion 39 of the Interpretat ion Ordinanc e, 
Mr. Speaker, I table Tabled Document 14- 82 (1 ) , Consolidated Regulations of 
the Northwest Territories , numbers 8, 9 and 10 of volume 2 of part l of the 
Northwest Territories Gazette; number 5 of volume 2 of part 2 of the Northwest 
Territories Gazette; number 3 of volume 2 of part 3 of the Northwest Territories 
Gazette; and indices of the regulations of the Northwest Territories, statutory 
instruments and appointments made pursuant to the ordinances of t,12 Northwest 
Territories, that have been made between November 1st, 1981 and February 1st, 19 82 . 
Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Braden. 
Mr. Tologanak. 

Item 6, tabling of do c uments. 

HON. KANE TOLOGANAK: Mr. Speaker, I wish to table the following documents: 
Tabled Document 15-82( 1 ), Report of the Workers' Compensation Task Force -- the 
recommendations of this report have been translated into Inuktitut; and Tabled 
Document 16-82(1), Administration and General Expense Budget of the Workers ' 
Compensation Board, which also has been translated . Mr. Speaker, I will be 
giving notice of motion later today to move these documents into committee of 
the whole for discussion. Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Tologanak. Item 6, tabling of documents. 

Item 7, reports of standing and special committees. 

Item 8, notices of motion. 

ITEM NO. 8: NOTICES OF MOTION 

Mr. Sibbeston. 
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Notice Of Motion 18-82(1 ) : Reappointment Of Mr. MacQuarrie To Constitutional 
Development Committee 

MR. SIBBESTON : Mr. Speaker, I wish to give notice that on February 17th I will 
make the following motion : That this Assembly reappoint Mr. MacQuarrie , Member 
for Yellowknife Centre , to the special committee on constitutional development . 

---Applause 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you . Item 8, notices of motion. Mr . Tologanak . 

Notice Of Motion 19-82(1): Tabled Document 15-82(1) To Committee Of The Whole 

HON . KANE TOLOGANAK: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Wednesday, 
February 17 , 1982 , I shall move that the document I tabled earlier today, Tabled 
Document 15-82(1) , Report of the Workers' Compensation Task Force , be moved 
into committee of the whole for consideration , at a time to be set by the 
Speaker. 

Notice Of Motion 20-82(1 ) : Tabled Document 16-82(1) To Committee Of The Whole 

I have another one, Mr. Speaker. I give notice that on Wednesday, February 17 , 
1982, I shall move that Tabled Document 16-82(1) , Administration and General 
Expense Budget of the Workers' Compensation Board, which I tabled earlier, be 
moved into committee of the whole for consideration , at a time to be set by 
the Speaker. Thank you. · 

MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Tologanak. 
Mrs. Sorensen . 

Item 8 , notices of motion. 

Notice Of Motion 21-82(1 ): Arctic Pilot Project Representatives In Committee 
Of The Whole 

MRS. SORENSEN: I wish to serve notice of motion that on Wednesday, February 15th, 
I will make the following motion: Now therefore , I move, seconded by the 
f,onourable Member for Mackenzie Delta, that this Legislative Assembly consider 
matters relating to the Arctic Pilot Project as a first item of business in 
committee of the whole on Wednesday, February 24th; and further, that represent
atives of the Arctic Pilot Project be invited to appear, at their own expense, 
before the committee of the whole when this subject is being considered . 

---Applause 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mrs. Sorensen. Just for the record was that 
the 15th, did you say, or the 17th? 

MRS. SORENSEN: beg your pardon, Mr. Speaker. meant the 17th. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Item 8, notices of motion. 

Item 9, notices of motion for first reading of bills. 

Item 10, motions. 

ITEM NO. 10: MOTIONS 

Motion ll-82(1 ). Mr. Curley. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Mr. Speaker, point of order. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mrs. Sorensen. 
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MRS . SORENSEN: Mr. Speaker, with respect to Motion ll-82(1) , Po s tal Se rvice 
in the Keewatin Region , I find myself having to de clare a conflict of interest 
in that I s it on the Canada Po s t Corporation board of dire c tors a nd I 
not tak e part in the debate , nor will I vote on the motion itself . 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mrs . Sorensen. Mr. Curley, Motion 11 - 82(1) . 

Mot i on l l.:-.8..?...,('-l-')'-: __ P_o_s _ta l Ser y_~~-~--1.!1 .. _.I _h e Kee w at i n Reg i on 

MR. CURLEY : Mr . Speaker : 

WHEREAS the people of the Keewatin should have the sam e l e vel of po s tal 
service provided to other Canadians; 

AND WHEREAS the present regional post offi ce di s trict is too far and takes 
unreasonable delay in delivering mail within the Northwest Territories ; 

AND WHEREAS mail destined for the western and ea s tern Te rr i torie s and 
within the Keewatin must be routed through Churchill or Thompson , Manitoba; 

AND WHEREAS the Northwest Territorie s now enjoys trans-territorial linkage 
via Northwest Territorial Airways, an exce ll ent service; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move that this Assembly recommend to the Canada Post 
Corporation to move its regional postal facilities and district office 
to Rankin Inlet, NWT , from Churchi ll or Thompson , Manitoba , as soon as 
time permits without undue delay . 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Th ank you , Mr. Cur l ey . Your motion is in order . Mr. Curley , 
to the motion. 

MR . CURLEY : Mr. Speaker, I need a seconder for th i s . 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the seconder as Mr. Noah. 

MR. CURLEY : Okay. Yes, Mr. Speaker. (Trans l ation) Because the facilities are 
improving and the amenit i es are becoming larger, they wou l d be able to go right 
through to one of the commun iti es, out of Churchill -- the route of the mail 
usually goes through Churchill. Parcels and l etters that are being sent out 
have to go through the Churchill route and it is very inefficient . I would 
like some support for this motion, that the postal service be moved to Rankin 
Inlet. Their facilities there are adequatE and the planes go through Rank in 
and Frobisher Bay. (Translation ends) 

Mr . Speaker, I think the motion is very simply stating the realities of today , 
that we no lon ger have to rely on just one type of air transportation from south 
to north and north to south, so I wou l d urge the Members to support it. It is 
s impl y just urging the Canada Post Corporation to move the facilities to Rankin 
Inlet, from Manitoba. The Keewat in region shou ld no lon ger be held hostage 
just to protect one sma ll community ' s economy . We have to protect our own 
economy in the Northwest Territories. It is very important that the small 
business community receive its grants, and not so much the bills, but their 
revenue through the mail. So, I wou ld urge you to support this motion . 
Qujannamiik. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Th ank you, Mr. Curley . Mr. Noah. 

MR . NOAH : (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I will support the motion that 
Mr. Curley put. I know that the chairman for the hamlet council has made a 
reso lution to have this motion supported. They want a postal station in the 
Keewat in region. The provinces in Canada have their own postal services and 
think we s hould have the same sort of services in the Northwest Territories, 
because the letters take a long time to reach the i r destination. I would like 
the other Members to support this motion. Thank you . 
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MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Noah. Mr. Braden , to the motion . 

HO N. GEORGE BRADEN: Th ank you, Mr. Speaker . I wou ld just li ke to express my 
support for the motio n and I wou ld li ke to commend the Member for Keewat i n South 
for his comp li mentary and supportive remarks about a Ye ll owknife based busine ss, 
Nort hwest Territorial Ai rways. I am sure that t hese remarks are s in cere and I 
would say that they are very much apprec i ated by myself a nd I am sure by my 
Yel l owknife colleagues, Mrs. Sorensen and Mr. MacQuarrie. 

AN HON . MEMBER : Hear , hear'. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Th ank you , Mr. Braden . Mr. Patterson, to the motion . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: The other matter i s accou ntab il ity , Mr . Speaker . 
heard of a dep l orab l e incident in wh i ch a Ma ni toba posta l official visited a 
smal l Keewat in commun i ty and closed the post office, without having the courtesy 
to in form the local counc il. He told a few people a s he was l eav in g tow n . Now , 
if t he off i cia l s who make these kinds of arb i trary decisions were to be re s ident 
in the region in wh i ch the consequences of the i r act i ons were vi s i ted , you 
might have a mo re respon s i ve a dmini strat ion . I s upport the motion , Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you . 

AN HON . MEMBER : Questio n . 

Mot ion ll- 82( 1 ), Carr i ed 

MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr. Patterson. Question be ing ca ll ed . All in 
favour? Down. Opposed? The motion i s carr i ed . 

-- -C arried 

Mot ion 12-82( 1 ). Mr. Nerysoo. 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr . Speaker. Although I am within the time limit , 
I gave indi catio n that I wou l d be movin g the moti on on Tu es da y, February the 16t h. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEA KER: Wh at i s it doing on the order paper? You do not wish to 
procee d with yo ur mo t i on today? I s that correc t , Mr. Nerysoo? 

HON. RICHARD NERY SOO : Mr . Speaker, on giving noti ce of th e motion , I indicated 
that I would be moving t he motion on Fe bruary the 16th . 

MR. DEPUTY SPE AKER : Thank you very mu c h . Motion 13- 82 (1) . Mr s . Sore ns en . 

Motion 13-82 (1 ) : Free ze On Pow er Ra tes In c reas e 

MRS. SOR ENSEN : Th a nk you, Mr . Speaker. 

WHEREA S we have been assured that our co nce rn s regarding power costs woul d 
be addressed by the NCPC s ub c ommittee of the House of Commons standing 
committ ee on Indian Affair s; 

AND WHEREA S in the mea ntime we are experiencing rate in c r ease s which are 
ca us ing undu e ha r ds hip ; 

AND WHEREAS consumers and business enterprises in the NWT can no longer 
afford the crippling power rates impo se d by the Northe r n Ca~ada Power 
Commi ss ion; 
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NOW THEREFORE , be it r e s olv e d th a t thi s Le gi s l a tive Assembly requ es t s th e 
Commi s sioner to convey to th e Mini s ter of Indian and North e rn Aff a i rs it s 
urgent recommendation that he implement immediately a freez e on all 
territorial power rate increa s e s until the report of the NCPC s ubcommitt ee 
of the House of Commons s tanding committee on Indian Affair s ha s be e n 
relea s ed and acted upon and until action ha s been taken to s ol ve th e 
s erious problem of out of control power rat e increa s e s. 

Mr . Speaker , my motion i s s econded by the honour a ble Memb e r fo r Frobish er Bay, 
Mr . Patter s on . 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr s . Soren s en. Your motion i s in ord er. Pr oce ed , 
Mrs . Sorensen . 

MRS . SORENSEN: Mr . Speaker , in an editorial in Friday's New s/ North, it s tated 
that territorial politicians ar e mostly talked out . Now , I am not s ure whethe r 
the editorial wa s referring to NCPC and our power rates or the con s titutional 
issues facing the NWT , particularly the division question , but I would like to 
take this opportunity , Mr. Speaker, to rea s sure the writer of that editorial 
that this politician is not talked out on any i s sue, let alone NCPC , and I 
believe quite emphatically that neither are the people of the Northwest 
Territories talked out . Mr . Speaker, the people of the NWT are mad as hell , to 
coin a phrase . 

- --Applause 

Unaffordable Power Rates 

They are mad as hell, Mr. Speaker , about their power costs. It i s not cheap 
power that they are asking for , they are not asking for something for nothing. 
All they want is a fair deal and a square deal and what is that, Mr. Speaker? 
It is power at affordable rates and in Yellowknife it is no longer affordable , 
and if it is not affordable in Yellowknife where the rates are among the lowest 
in the NWT, Mr. Speaker, then you can imagine that it is not affordable in 
Inuvik; it is not affordable in Rankin Inlet or Baker Lake or Frobisher Bay or, 
for that matter, anywhere, with the exception maybe of Fort Smith, although I 
think their rates are pretty high there as well. 

Now, Mr. Speaker , when I say the Yellowknife rates are among the lowest in the 
NWT, that is quite right, but what is low? I think that is important. What is 
low? Well, we are much higher than the 2 . 5 cents per kilowatt hour that Ottawa 
pays, and we are higher than the four cents a kilowatt hour that Edmonton 
consumers pay. How much higher? Well, almost five times higher than the 
Ottawa rate and three times higher than that of Edmonton. Right now Yellowknife 
rates are approximately ll .4 cents per kilowatt hour and on a monthly basis 
that works out to about $170 for 1500 kilowatt hours. 

Mr. Speaker, there are reasons why all MLAs should be concerned about the 
Yellowknife rates rising. MLAs will be returning to their communities shortly 
and as the Legislative Assembly has asked, the government has been turning to 
a user - pay program for tenants of staff and public housing . These people are 
in the process of being notified that they will be paying for their electricity 
at Yellowknife rates. Therefore , as Yellowknife rates climb so too will the 
rates for citizens in the regions. However, the interesting thing, Mr. Speaker, 
is that that subsidy for the people in the regions is only for the first 700 
kilowatt hours. So if you live in -- take Rankin Inlet -- the first 700 kilowatt 
hours, yes , they are subsidized to the Yellowknife rates and that rate right 
now is about 8.4 cents per kilowatt hour because the water surcharge is not 
taken into account , but over 700 kilowatt hours, they are paying 27.6 cents per 
kilowatt hour. So a small business in Rankin could be paying well over $250 
for a mere 1500 kilowatt hours and businesses tend to use much more than 1500 
kilowatt hours. The same applies for Inuvik. After the first 700 kilowatt 
hours are subsidized, consumers there and businesses there have to pay 15.2 
cents per kilowatt hour. I could go on and on, I have all the rates for many 
of the communities here. 
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Rate Increase Freeze Requested 

So, Mr. Speaker, Mr . Patterson and I are asking for the support of the 
Legislature in calling for a rate increase freeze . Now , we realize that the 
Executive Committee and the Commissioner have no jurisdiction on this issue and 
neither does the Legislative Assembly. This issue is entirely a federal issue 
and Mr. Patterson and myself realize that NCPC has an act of parliament which 
dictates that it must break even . Therefore if NCPC's accounting people tell 
NCPC that NCPC needs more money with which to break even , we know that the rate 
will be adjusted accordingly and therefore that means regular rate increases . 
However , Mr. Speaker , the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 
does have the jurisdiction over NCPC. Mr. Munro and the federal cabinet can 
institute a rate increase freeze in the NWT and if Members pass this motion , 
then the Commissioner will convey the me s sage to the Minister and the message 
is : Freeze our rates before you free ze us out . 

Mr . Speaker , I have spoken of the need for a rate increase freeze because of 
the skyrocketing power costs we are experiencing. There is another reason, 
however. Last year we called for an inquiry into the NCPC operations and the 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development responded by referring 
the question to a subcommittee of a standing committee of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development . That subcommittee, also known as the Penner inquiry , 
held public hearings last summer in the NWT and it met with officials from the 
Northern Canada Power Commission and the Alberta Power Corporation along with 
private individuals . Mr. Speaker, we are looking forward to reports and a set 
of recommendation s which will address our concerns . That report is due soon . 
However , the recommendations must then be reviewed and be acted upon by Minister 
Munro. Therefore , the whole process could take many more months, in fact years. 

So, Mr . Speaker , in conclusion I think Members will agree that a rate increase 
freeze is only fair, at least until the report has been released, it has been 
debated , and it has been acted upon , and I hope Members will vote for this 
motion. 

---Applause 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Thank you, Mrs . Sorensen. Mr. Patterson, as seconder. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I cannot hope to add very much 
to the eloquence of the honourable Member for Yellowknife South. However, I 
would like to speak in full support of her motion with one exception. My grade 
five teacher always reminded me that we must be careful how we use the word 
"mad" and I would just want to clarify that when Mrs. Sorensen said northerners 
are mad as hell about the rate increases, she meant mad in the sense of angry 
and not crazy. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Both'. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: We are not crazy yet. 

MRS . SORENSEN: They are driving us crazy though'. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: We may all soon be forced to declare bankruptcy, at 
least the people who have the courage to have their own homes and their own 
businesses in the Northwest Territories. Mr. Speaker, people in the Eastern 
Arctic do want to own their own homes and do want to be independent, but when 
one looks at the proposed power rates for domestic use in Frobisher Bay, at 
20.7 cents per kilowatt hour as of this spring, one can only conclude that people 
who are owning their own homes and propose to . continue owning their own homes 
are in fact a little bit crazy . This government encourages home-ownership and 
yet we are being defeated at every turn by the policies of the federal government. 
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I urge Members to support this motion and s eek, finally, some ju stice from the 
federal government that i s not he s itating to exp loit the natural resources of 
the Northwest Territories to the fullest through Bill C-48 and l et us ask for 
so mething in return, Mr. Speaker, and this is a very ~ood place to start because 
it starts in the hom e and it starts with the s mall businessmen who are the key 
to the growth and development of the Northwest Territories. Thank you . 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Patterson . 

AN HON . MEMBER: Question . 

Motion 13-82(1), Carried 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question being ca lled. All in favour? Down. Opposed? 
Let the record show the motion was carried unanimou s ly. 

---Carried 

M R . D E P U TY S P EA K ER : M o t i o n l 4 - 8 2 ( l ) . 11 r . W a h - S h e e . 

Motion 14-82(1): Constitutional Alliance, Withdrawn ----------'---'----------------------

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE : Mr. Speaker, I would like to say at this time that I 
have been informed that my motion that I had given notice to is not in order 
because it does have financial implication s . Therefore, I would li ke to go 
back to notices of motion once the motions have been completed. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wah-Shee. Motion 15-82(1 ). Mr. Patt erso n. 

Motion 15-82(1): _Air Canada Witnesses_To Appear_ Before The Assembly 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker: 

WHEREAS this Assembly by Motion 3- 82(1) ha s agreed to invite Nordair 
Limit ed and the Canadian Transport Commission to appear before this 
Assembly when the matter of East er n Arctic air carrier pol i cies, prices 
a nd services is considered in committee of the whole; 

AND WHEREAS Air Canada owns Nordair Limited and therefore has an interest 
in the policies, prices and services of Nordair; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move that a representative of Air Canada be invited to 
appear, at their expense, before the committee of the whole as a witness 
when the matter of Eastern Arctic a i r carr i er policies, prices and 
services is being considered during this session by this Assembly. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. 
to the motion. 

Is there a seconder? Mr. Pudluk. Mr. Patterson , 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, both these air lines are owned by the 
federal government and I wou ld be very disappointed if Nordair was able to come 
before this House and say that some of the questions that were asked by Members 
from the Eastern Arctic or Members from anywhere were the responsibility of 
Air Canada, as the major shareho l der in Nordair. The Hon. Jean-Luc Pepin, 
Minister of Transport, has announced on Friday that although three years ago 
he stated that the federal government, through its air line had only acquired 
Nordair so that it cou ld be sold e l sewhere, on Friday he announced that the 
federal government wil l keep control of this a ir lin e indefinitely. Now, I 
would like to know why this decision has been made and what the implications are 
for the people of the Eastern Arctic and I would like to be able to ask Air 
Canada what their relationship is to Norda i r. 
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Equitable Policy For Air Line Rates 

Now, speci fically , Mr. Speaker, just a few of the things that I think the people 
of the Eastern Arctic deserve to know i s this: If these two carriers are under 
control of the federal government, then why cannot the policies and practices of 
Air Canada apply to Nordair? Why can we, for example, not hav e a break on the 
restrictive north er n baggage policies? Why can we not have the same generous 
baggage allowances that are allowed person s who use the other carrier owned by 
the Government of Canada, Air Canada? Why do we not have that privilege when 
we are flying from Frobisher Bay to Montreal, especially when the ownership is 
the same? Another thing I would like to ask, Mr. Speaker , is why there does 
not appear to be any co-operation between Nordair and Air Canada? Specifically , 
why are we confined to low capacity 737 cargo jets, when DC -8 jet freight liner s, 
which Air Canada could, I would assume, make available to Nordair , which cost 
half as much per pound , be ca use of the extra volume that the larger plane can 
take? Why can we not get freight into Frobisher Bay at half the price, using 
larger air liner s that would be available through Air Canada? 

Mr . Speaker, I believe that Air Canada is a national air line and was initially 
established with a view to serving the regions, the hinterlands of Canada. In 
those days perhaps it was the west coast rather than the North, but now that 
both these air lines are controlled by the federal government, why can we not 
see our national air line and its policies extending to the Eastern Arctic so 
that people in the Eastern Arctic and in the North can benefit from the economies 
of scale -- so that the increased costs of northern operation , if there are 
such increased costs -- and this is one thing I would like to find out from 
Nordair -- but if there are increased costs in northern operation , then 
considering these air lines are owned by the federal government, why should 
these costs not be spread across all of Canada? If this is a national air line 
and if we have an equitable policy, why could not people in all of Canada pay 
generally the same rates for cargo and freight? These are questions I would 
l ike to pose to Air Canada and I am sure Members will support their inclusion 
in this debate, in l ight of the close connections between Nordair and Air Canada 
and in light of the Minister's announcement on Friday that there is now no plans 
to se ll Nordair. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr. Pudluk . 

MR. PUD LUK: Mr. Speaker, I do not have any comments at this time. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Cur l ey, to the motion. 

Amendment To Motion 15-82(1) 

MR. CUR LEY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to add an amendment to the motion. On 
the resolution part, on the first line, right after "Air Canada " , I would add 
the words "and the president of Northwest Territorial Airways " . 

MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Curley . I take it your amendment i s on the 
second paragraph, "And whereas Air Canada owns Nordair Limited . .. ". Is that 
the l ine you are talking about? 

MR. CURLEY : No, no. On the resolution, "Now therefore, I move ... ". 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes . " I move that representatives of Air Canada and the 
president of Northwest Territorial Airways be invited to appear ... " . 

MR. CURLEY: Yes. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: To the amendment. 

MR. CURLEY: I need a seconder, I suppose. 
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MR . DEPUT Y SPEAKER : Seco nd er? Mr. Noah. Mr. Curley . 

MR. CURLEY : Ye s, Mr. Chairman . I believe we have at thi s t im e a br eakt hroug h, 
pretty well , in air tran s portation as far as that part of the serv ic e is 
concerned. I think Northwe st Terr itorial Airway s ha s don e what no other regional 
carrier •has been able to do for many decade s in the Territories. What I wou l d 
lik e to do in thi s motion i s in vite a l so the pr es ident of Northw es t Territo r ial 
Airways to explain to the Asse mbly what hi s plan s and strateg i es are for th e 
future of that air line. The president of NWT Air recently came back from Ottaw a, 
presenting hi s case on the Minister of Transport's white paper on air trans
portation . I think it i s important that th i s Asse mbly ha s the full information 
and a l so the inform ation on the air transport white paper, wh i ch I ha ve asked 
the Lead er of the Elected Exe cutive Committee to table before this Hou se and to 
be cons id ered in committee of the whole. I hope that he wil l tab l e the document 
soon, so that we can review the air policy and how it affects the Northwest 
Territories. The air transport department is talking , I believ e, about 
rearrang ing the structure of the management capabi liti es of the air tra nsport . 
So, I think it i s important that NWT Air be asked to appear befor e thi s Hous e 
to have a dialogue with the Members of this Hou se. Th ank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAK ER : Thank you, Mr . Curley . Mr. Noah, to the amendment. 

MR . NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do not have any more 
comments about the amendment. ju s t want to vote now. Thank you. 

MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Do I hear question? 

AN HON . MEMBER: Question . 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr. Patterson, to the amendment. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Speaker, I would s upport the amendment. My concern 
with the original motion was that there seems to be an unwhole some s ituation in 
the Eastern Arctic and I guess my main concern i s that there does not seem to 
be any alternative to Nordair. There does not seem to be any competition or 
even prospect of any competition and even though the government owns Air Canada 
and Nordair, there seems to be no willingness to take advantage of the resources 
of Air Canada to the advantage of people in the East. Ther efore, I would 
welcome testimony from a private non-government carrier. Th ey are getting few 
and far between, unfortunatel y, and I think the Assembly cou ld benefit from 
his point of view and his views about the desirability of competit ion as an 
incentive to lower air passenger costs and freight costs in the Northwest 
Territories. So, I support the motion. Thank you. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. To the amendment. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

Amendment To Motion 15-82(1 )~ Carried 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question being cal led. All in favour? Down. Opposed? 
The amendment has been carried. 

---Carried 

To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 
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Motion 15 -82( 1) , Carried As ~mended 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question being called. All in favour of the mot ion as 
amended? Down. Opposed? Thank yo u . The motion i s carried . 

---Carried 

Motion 16-82(1) . I understand Mrs. Sorensen is waiting for further information . 
She wants to stand down this motion for one day . 

Item ll , introduction of bills for first reading. 

It em 12, second reading of bills . Mr . Wah - Shee. 

HON . JAMES WAH -S HEE : Mr. Speaker , I would like to ask for unanimou s consent 
to go back to notices of motion under It em 8. 

MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Unanimou s co nsent i s being requested to go back to Item 8 , 
notices of motion . Is it agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBER S: Agreed . 

---Agree d 

REVERT TO ITEM NO . 8: NOTICES OF MOTION 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr . Wah-Shee. 

Notice Of Motion 22-82(1): Constitutional Alliance 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE : Mr. Speaker , I give notice of motion that on Wednesday , 
February the 17th , 19 82 I will move the following motion: Now therefor e, I 
move that this Assembly expresses its s upport for the constitutional alliance 
in pursuing the following objectives: 

a) Invite full public participation and debate in all parts of the Northwest 
Territories in the process of constitutional reform; 
b) Provide a forum and a means to assist members of the constitutional alliance 
in areas of common interest; 
c) Initiate the development of common positions and negotiate constitutional 
reform with the federal government; 
d) Initiate political and administrative reform within the Northwest Territories 
where the jurisdiction rests with the Northwest Territories Act. Thank you. 

MR . DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wah-Shee . 

Item 13, consideration in committee of the whole of bills, recommendations to 
the Legislature and other matters. 

ITEM NO. 13: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS, RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE LEGISLATURE AND OTHER MATTERS -----------------------------

Bill l-82(1), Appropriation Ordinance , 1982-83; 13th Report of the Standing 
Committee on Finance , with Mr. Pudluk in the chair . 

---Legislative Assembly resolved into committee of the whole for consideration 
of Bill l-82(1), Appropriation Ordinance; 13th Report of the Standing Committee 
on Finance , with Mr. Pudluk in the chair . 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER BILL l-82(1) , APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE ; 13TH REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): This committee will come to order. Now , let us take 
15 minutes for coffee break . 

---SHORT RECESS 



- 392 -

Department Of Education 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): The Chair recognizes a quorum. I would ju st lik e to 
remind you that our 15 minute coffee break seems to be getting long er and . 
longer every day , so try to get back on time ne xt time . It ~ould be appreciated. 
We are on Education , the Department of Education . I wonder 1f Mr. Patterson , 
the Minister of Education , would like to make opening remarks . 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr . Chairman , with your agreement, I would like to s it 
in the hot seat there in the centre of the floor so I can have my deputy 
minister Mr . Lewis , with me . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : Is this House agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed . 

--- Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudl uk): Thank you. 
Mr . Patterson at the witness table. 

I would like to welcome Mr. Lewi s and 
Opening comments. Proceed, Mr . Patterson . 

H O·N . DENN I S PA TT ER SON : Th an k you , Mr . Ch a i rm an . I w o u l d l i k e to ma k e s om e 
opening remarks. I was a somewhat brand-new Executive Member this time last 
year when I appeared in this seat for this purpose and Members were quite 
kind to me, perhaps because I did not know very much about the Department of 
Education, being so new to the position , but now I should know a lot more and 
I understand you have every right not to be so kind to me . Before you start 
in on me , I would like to make a few remarks. This year has really been quite 
an education for me. It has been a most fascinating year for me because I had 
the opportunity to visit almost all parts of the Northwest Territories and meet 
teachers at work, parents at local education authority meetings, meet the 
regional staff and the general public . 

Directions In Education Should Change 

I would like to say that I have been particularly gratified with being able to 
meet so many people who work for the Department of Education in the field. I 
have been generally very impressed with their dedication to what they are 
doing. It may be that the special committee on education report, which will 
be tabled later this session, may suggest that some of the directions we have 
been taking in education have been the wrong ones and that things should change, 
but I think it will be in the spirit that i+ is no reflection on the 
dedication of people who are working in the system. My own view and the view 
of the people who work in the Department of Education is that we are looking 
forward to this report and we are ready for change. 

I think also it is fair to say that the Executive of this government has given 
every aid to the review of education which is under way. We have made it a 
major priority of this government to act on the recommendations of the special 
committee once they have been considered by the Legislative Assembly. We will, 
in the coming year, be looking forward to receiving that report and to hearing 
the advice of the Assembly. It may even be, Mr. Chairman, that at some points 
in this discussion of the department's estimates, I may say that although 
changes might be indicated, that it would be advisable to wait for the Assembly's 
adoption and consideratio~ of the special committee on education report. 

Budget Increased In Keeping With Assembly Recommendations 

This budget perhaps is a contrast in some respects to the budget last year. 
Last year you will recall that in a year where there were severe restraints, 
cutbacks and limited growth in almost all areas of government spending, we were 
faced with some pinches in education and there had to actually be reductions 
in adult education and in new teaching positions. Whereas this year, I think 
in keeping with the general recommendation from the Legislative Assembly that 
education must be a priority in the Northwest Territories, you have before you 
a budget which , compared with the base estimates, the main estimates that were 
before you last year , is now 21 per cent greater than it was last year. 
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I was, of course, participating with other Executive Members in development of 
our overall budget and I can assure you that it was not an easy process. Real 
sacr ifi ces had to be made in many areas but the Education budget has not suffered 
in that regard . We are able to keep up with inflation in the coming year and 
add new programs and I think this i s in keeping with the direction from the 
Legislative Assembly that ed ucation be a priority. I am pleased with the way 
the Executive Committee responded this year and will be responding in future . 

College System Being Established In NWT 

I would just like to mention so me of the things that I expect to be happening 
in the coming year and some of the things that you shou ld look for in this 
budget. There have been a few notabl e events this year. The Executive 
Committee took a step toward esta bli shi ng a college system throughout all 
parts of the Northwest Territories through establishing a board of governors 
and declaring Th ebacha College the first college in the Northwest Territories 
and that board will be meeting for the first time on March 2nd at Fort Smith . 
This government is working toward a system of co lleges throughout all parts 
of the Northwest Territorie s. 

Also there has been a major increa se in our budget in the high schools themselves. 
I would lik e. to give you very briefly some details about the high sc hool 
cert ific ate program which was developed really, in cor,cept, under my predecessor, 
the Hon . Mr. Butters, but I guess I am getting some of the credit for 
its implementat ion which we were finally able to afford during this year. You 
may have heard some announcements on this subject in the press in the last 
few days. I am very proud of this program. 

High School Certificate Program Vocationally Oriented 

I think it is going to result in more st udents enrolling in high school and a 
better retention factor because now , like some of the southern, or most of the 
southern composite high schools, we are offering a much broader based program. 
The appealing thing about the high school certificate program, I think, is 
that students who may have wondered or had some doubts about whether they 
should go to high school can now see, if they take these courses, that they 
are in a program which can lead to jobs. While we have an excellent academic 
program available in high schools in the Northwest Territories, we now have a 
vocationally oriented, job related program which will give students credit 
toward apprenticeships and also the likelihood of employment if they wish to 
leave high school after completing, particularly, a three year program . 

In that regard, as to what is going to be happening in the high schools, I was 
impressed to note that in the 1981 school year, we had many more grade 12 
graduates at the end of the year than we ever had in the Territories before. 
Specifically, this last year 86 per cent of the grade 12 class graduated from 
high schools in the Territories compared with 69 per cent in the next best 
year, which was the year before. In 1976-77, the rate was only 58 per cent. 
So we are making some strides in that area and I would urge Members to spread 
the word about the high school certificate program within their constituencies 
because I think that students who are now considering high school may have some 
new reason to be interested. 

Programs To Be Offered In The Next Three Years 

I would just like to briefly describe the programs that will be offered 
beginning this fall and in the next three years. Business education courses 
in all three years, grades 10, ll and 12, will begin in Frobisher Bay -- where 
there already is a program but it will be expanded -- Inuvik and Yellowknife, 
this fall. Automotive courses will be available in Inuvik and Yellowknife 
beginning in grade 10 this fall and phased in to a full three year program, 
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over the three years. Courses in building construction will be offered in 
Frobisher Bay and Yellowknife this year and Inuvik in 1983; general mechanics 
in Frobisher Bay in the coming year and Inuvik in 1985; and health and social 
services beginning this fall in grade 10 in Inuvik. We have been able to find 
six additional teaching positions to serve these new classes and an additional 
four are planned over the 1983-84 and 1984-85 school years. The total 
expenditures on equipment and staff and buildings for 1982 will be $1,114,000. 
The programs have been developed using a competency profile analysis format 
and meetings are now under way with the communities to let people know and 
hopefully encourage students to apply. 

Teaching Certificates Will Be Recognized Throughout Canada 

I would also like to refer briefly to the resurrection, if you like, of the 
teacher certification board which occurred this year. I was very pleased to 
have attended a meeting of provincial education ministers where it was agreed 
between the provinces that teaching certificates, which we are now offering in 
the Northwest Territories, will now be made portable throughout Canada. This 
means that our teachers' certificates will be recognized in other parts of 
Canada and likewise we will recognize those certificates in the Northwest 
Territories and I am looking forward to working with the new teacher 
certification board in the coming year. 

Expansion In Area Of Special Education 

In the area of special education there is also new growth available and new 
man years available. Specifically, in the coming year we are now going to be 
able to hire in each region, an expert in this field who can do diagnostic work 
and work with the children to assess their special needs, work with the teachers 
to develop programs, and this represents a much needed expansion in the area of 
special education. 

Assistance From Donner Foundation To Teacher Education Program 

In keeping with my belief that the future successes of the Northwest Territories 
school system depend on us hiring, employing and training northern teachers, 
we are continuing our support to the teacher education program. I was pleased 
this year that in addition to what this government has been able to do, was to 
establish the field based training program which will allow people who do not 
want to come to Fort Smith or Frobisher Bay to take most of their courses in 
their home communities. McGill University is receiving $100,000 per year for 
four years to assist staff at the Frobisher Bay teacher education program to 
put on more courses in smaller communities. So we hope to see even more 
people trained through that Donner Foundation grant. We can expect in the 
coming year and in future years more graduates of our teacher colleges in the 
Northwest Territories than ever before and I look for~ard to the day when 
northern teachers will form the majority of our teaching force. 

Generally, Mr. Chairman, we will be continuing to expend significant amounts of 
our funds wherever possible in handing over powers and resoonsibilities to 
local education authorities and other organizations and institutions where 
they so wish to take them on. I am pleased to report that as of last week, 
received applications for four societies in the coming year in the Northwest 
Territories in Yellowknife, Cape Dorset, Frobisher Bay and Pond Inlet. With 
those opening remarks, Mr. Chairman, I will await questions or comments from 
Members. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. 
make opening remarks from the finance committee. 

Mrs. Sorensen would like to 
Proceed. 
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Comments From Th e Standing Committee On Fin ~nce 

MRS . SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. The standing committee on finance has 
no formal motion that it wi shes to make . We wou ld like to recognize the effort 
put forth by the department in its attempt, in its opening statement to the 
standing comm itt ee on finance , to meet the Assembly's wishes in the area of 
spec i a l education and the high school certificate program and certainly in 
continuing educat ion . 

Members wi ll note that there is an increase of some 18.5 man years and they are 
in the areas that follow: field based teacher education programs, two man years , 
special education for the Keewatin curricu lum and higher education , 7 . 5 man years; 
high schoo l certificate program, 5 . 5 man years; and in continuing education or 
adult education , 3.5 man year s . Thank you, Mr . Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you, Mrs. Sorens e ~. We are on page 17 . 01, 
Department of Edu cation . Does anybody wish to make opening remarks? We are 
going to have only 10 minutes for opening remarks unless this House is agreed . 
Mr. Curley . 

MR. CURLEY: (Translation) Thank you , Mr. Chairman . Concerning education there 
are a l ot of things that parents are stre s sing. The parents now are trying 
very hard to continue educat ion so in the future they can have good jobs. 
Today if you are not a white person you cannot work in the mines. I do not 
think this is the way to go. If you are educated in the Eng li sh l anguage it 
does not mean that you are not going to go out hunt in g or to work the l and. 
Th e way I see . it i s I think everything is open. We in the Northwest Terr ito ries 
have to find and keep employment and keep our culture at the same time. We 
have to f ind emp lo yment for our young people because we know that not all the 
young people are goi ng to be going out hunting and trapping. We know that 
they a ll go out in the spr ing and in the fall . 

In the winter the farmers have unemployment and then they take the rest of 
the year to farm their land. If the young people are going to work in the 
mines, it does not mean that they are not go ing to be hunting and fishing any 
more. The Minister is not trying to turn the people back to hunting and fishing. 
When I just started out there were not very many who were not scare d of white 
people. When I was a young person just start ing out, some people used to wonder 
how come I was not scare d of the white people. The understanding I got is if 
you are an Inuit or a nat ive person it does not mean that you have to be at 
the very bottom, but when I was just starti ng out, as soon as I started 
speaking English the government thought "You are speaking English now, so you 
are not an Inuit any more." It i s not lik e that a nd at the present I am an 
Inuit. When I use my own language it is not just a fabrication, it is for real. 

Somet ime s we hear about other people saying that we have to keep our culture 
and not forget about our culture. We have to have courage to keep going. 
Parents always s upport their kids when they are growing up to inherit the 
culture of the people and not to forget their ancestry. That way they can take 
things a little bit more and for that reason -- I am going to say it in 
Engli sh but before I go into English, I have a question for the Minister about· 
the high schoo l that is going to be built in the Keewatin. It seems that there 
is not enough money in the budget. Was it because you were being rushed, that 
there is only $50,000 that i s applied for the high school for the year 1982 -83? 
It seems that even his deputy is getting more than $50,000 a year. I think this 
is ridiculous. 

Living On The Land Taught By The Late Leo Ussak 

The reason I talked about the Inuit culture i s that there i s one person who 
worked in the sc hool for a long time in Rankin and he died. Hi s name i s 
Leo Ussak and you have probably heard about him. I used to go see him before 
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and after I became a Member . He worked in the school for a long time and he 
was an old man and he always fought for his rights as an Inuit. He knew that 
the Inuit people had not finished their education yet about hunting and working 
on the land. He talked about the Inuit people going downhill and it always 
concerned him. He was wondering how he could help in the education system . In 
January he died and for that reason I would like him to be recognized by the 
House because he always made great efforts in the education system . I would 
like to ask the Minister if he could talk to his wife and relatives . Talking 
about the high school in the Keewatin region , is it possible to name the high 
school after Leo Ussak , because he is known by the people in the Keewatin 
region and he was the greatest man? He always tried to help the young people 
on how to live on the land . Even when he grew old he never stopped teaching 
the young people. 

Some of the schools that are named are named after nobody we know in the 
Northwest Territories. I would like to ask the Minister if he could take it 
into consideration, naming the high school after Leo Ussak and I would like his 
relatives to know about that. I only wanted to mention this . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk}: Thank you, Mr. Curley . The honourable Member for 
Mackenzie Liard . Opening remarks. 

MR. SIBBESTON : am very glad that Mr . Tagak Curley is beginning to be concerned 
about some of the things that I had raised in the past, things like naming 
buildings and schools, etc. , after people you know , that are from the North, 
instead of the Prince of Wales and Mr. Laing and all these other characters 
that I suppose were on the scene in the North so, Mr . Hodgson, I gues s, in his 
wisdom, decided to pay due respect to them. 

Changes As A Result Of Motions On Native Languages 

I was just going to question Mr. Patterson very generally, to ask him, if there 
has been any change -- as the Minister will know, last spr in g in Hay River 
a motion was made that the Dene language be the number one priority . I would 
just like to know, in the Education department has there been any change? Has 
that motion meant anything to him and his department? If no, of course, it ends 
there, I suppose, but if yes, what are these changes that we might see in our 
part of the North where the Dene language is? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr . Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, there have been 
changes in the Department of Education as a result of the motions and I would 
suggest in the government as a whole; motions in Hay River and the other 
recent motion, in the fall session, on native languages. First of al l , this 
year, in the actual money that is available within our department for 
curriculum department and program development, 80 per cent of the funds that 
we did have available were spent on developing native languages. Although I 
recognize we have a long way to go and this is only a beginning, I did ask 
Mr. Carnew to arrange to have placed outside the Assembly a sampling of some of 
the 70 publications that were developed and made available to schools in the 
past year in the Dene languages. Unfortunately, governments have to have policies 
before they spend money. This may be a source of frustration to some of us, 
but we did spend a lot of time this year with the regional superintendents, 
working on the development and implementation strategy for what is called a 
bilingual education strategy and that was a lot of work which I think will pay 
off in the long run . 
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Conferences On Langu age Development 

I cou ld go into what was done in the past year in mor e detail, but the Member 
may know that one of the things that has just taken place was a major conference 
on Den e language s in Inuvik, with a view to getting advice from the many people 
who are concerned about Dene language s and working in the field already; the 
Athapascan language steering committee and other people from various communities 
who have taken initiatives in this area. We are also next week having a 
conference in the Eastern Arctic on the subject of development of the Inuktitut 
langu age. I can say with so me confidence to the honourable Member, whom I know 
i s extremely concerned about development of native language s, that the EY.ecutive 
Committee will be responding in the coming year with money and with policy to 
follow up on the advice that we have received in these areas. 

Maybe I will not give any mor e detail now, because the Member may well have 
more quest ion s. I would also just lik e to briefly, if I may , Mr. Chairman, 
respond to Mr . Curley and say that I am very delighted to see that he has a 
suggestlon for a worthy memorial to the late Mr. Ussak from Rankin Inlet and 
suggesting that the new Keewatin education centre be named after him. We can 
certainly name a school after anyone we wish and, ir. fact, it is even possible 
to change the name of a school if people so wish. I recently received a request 
from Baker Lake in that regard, which we acted on. I would humbly suggest to 
the honourable Member that there is a very act ive and enthusiastic planning 
co mmittee that ha s been working on the new school -- the new centre over the 
last year and it might well be wise to inform them of your suggestion and seek 
their concurrence, but I welcome his suggestion and I look forward very much to 
the opening of that schoo l and selecting a name . 

Keewatin Education Centre In Capital Plan 

We have some di sta nce to go yet before that happens , but I would assure the 
honourable Member that although the planning funds in the coming year might 
not look as significant as they could, the Keewatin education centre is firmly 
located in the capital plan and in the coming year, within the government, what 
we are going to be working on is rationalizing all the different departments 
that have to contribute to a capital structure of this scale. We are going 
to be working hard in the coming year within the government and bringing in 
Local Government, the Housing Corporation, town planning and lands, water and 
sewer and all these different areas that must come together to have the school 
completed by the target date of 1985-86 . That is one of the things that you do 
not see specifically singled out in the capital budget, but it will be taking 
place in the coming year and we will be continuing the momentum that has been 
started. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Minister. The honourable Member for 
Mackenzie Liard. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Yes. I am not sure if I have understood the answer correctly 
to my question, "What has been the difference in his department between last 
year and this year, considering there was a motion in Hay River saying the 
Dene language was to be the number one priority of this government?" 
Mr. Patterson says that we will be responding with money in the coming year . I 
want to know precisely just where there has been a difference, where there has 
been a change? Are there more moneys allotted in his department, in this budget, 
for the Dene languages just from within the existing programs or whether there 
has been any new money injected into the department? I want to know specifically 
whether there has been a difference. If so, where and how much? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 
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Dene Language Programs 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Well , in this current year, Mr. Chairman, we hav e 
concentrated on s upporting community initiative s in Dene l ang uage programs. 
I can specifically mention Fort Franklin where a qualified local teacher was 
hired on contract to develop and implement a language program in the Chief 
Jimmy Soldat School. That was $25,000. We spent $45,000 in a project in 
Fort McPherson t0 do the same thing with respect to the Loucheux language, 
providing in-service training for instructors and working on a language 
awareness program. In Fort Good Hope an agreement was made with the Dene 
community council to provide assistance for them to do language research and 
determine their requirements for Dene education programs support. To date, that 
program is $79,000. In Fort Providence an agreement was made with the Dene 
band council to provide assistance to them to do Slavey re searc h and develop 
programs and materials and a qualified Slavey teacher was assigned to that 
project. The moneys expended there were $8 0 , 000. 

I have also initiated these two major conferences, particularly the one now 
concluded in Inuvik , whose recommendations I tabled before the House, to find 
out just how we can be s t s pend grant moneys which the Executive Committee has 
committed itself in principle to making available in the coming year to continue 
this kind of community ba sed work. It seems to be the way the Den e people are 
wishing to proceed and quite frankly, I think that if these programs start in 
the community, in the grass roots, from the band and in some cases the local 
education authority or in some cases the two of them working together, this is 
the very best way we can spend public funds to encourage language development. 

Funding For Conferences 

I cannot tell the Member at this point ju st how much we can commit to this grant 
program, but I have agreement from the Executive Committee in principle to set 
up such a fund in the coming year. I would suggest that the size of the fund, 
within the limits of restraint that we are all subject to, would depend in 
large measure on the need. This year we did budget the amount of $7 0,000 for 
these two major conferences, so that we would not be establishing a policy 
without having consulted the people who are 1nost concerned about how these 
funds should be spent. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Minister. The honourable Member for 
Mackenzie Liard. 

MR. SIBBESTON: take it then that all of these things that he talks about are 
just funds that have been found within the department for various things that 
are more or less allotted to the Dene language. I take it there has not been 
any new funding. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, the moneys that I have mentioned that we 
have spent on these various community projects have been found from within the 
resources of the department. The Executive Committee did approve the advance 
spending authority so that we could hold these two conferences. Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Minister. The honourable Member for 
Mackenzie Liard. 

MR. SIBBESTON: guess I just want to state again, for what it is worth, that 
while these attempts are very good, that it is not enough and I am not sa tisfied 
at the response of the Executive Committee to that motion in Hay River. I guess 
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I just want to tel l the Exec uti ve Comm itte e Members agai n that I am not 
satisf i ed with the l ack of act ion . You know, they just have not taken that 
motion in Ha y River very ser iou s l y a nd they will never be forgiv e n for that for 
quite a long time, until they do so met hing a bout i t. So, you are generally in 
my bad book s, for what that is worth. 

Humbl e Beginnings In De ne La nguages 

I just wa nt to say too t hat rea ll y t he se lit t l e starts, these humbl e beginnings 
in Providence a nd Good Hop e a nd McPherson are fine, but rea lly t hey are so 
li tt l e. Th ey are piddly com par ed to the amoun t of mone y that goes in to re gul ar 
educatio n . I am rea ll y serio us when I say t ha t it would not be very much for 
the government to just automatical l y t ri pl e the amount of mon ey that goes into 
a place l ike Fort Providence. I am s ure that they can expa nd the prog ra m. 
You know, they ca n triple the number of people that are work ing on the project. 
In pl aces like Simp son they have humbl e beg innin gs of teaching Sl avey. They 
have one-half hour a week a nd i t is a very uneventful, une xc iting type of 
Sl avey teachin g for this time. Kids dr awing pictures of an imal s th at hav e 
und er neat h them "go lo" or "di ga" -- you know , they may be l earn 70 words through 
the year a nd i t i s very piddly . It i s nothing. You know, I wou l d not want the 
de partme nt to think they are doing fantastically. I have see n s ome of the work 
that -- Mr. Phil Howar d , who is in the a udi e nce here, I think ought to be 
recognized . He is one of the few white persons in the North who s peaks Sl avey 
and I would lik e him to stand up , if possible. 

---App l a use 

I have seen so me of the work that he ha s don e t eac hing , working with the s tud e nt 
teac hers, working with the Dene teachers in sc hool s, lik e Simpson and s om e of 
the co mmuniti es, a nd i t i s very impr ess i ve. 

It i s very good work that i s be ing don e, but it i s so litt l e . You know, there 
ought to be so much and ther e cou ld be so much done, but there i s just lack of 
mon ey, la ck of resources. I certainly do not say this to di sc ourage the pre se nt 
De ne and Meti s people that are working in the sc hool s and I hav e s poken to them 
before say ing thi s as I do not want to discourage them, what the y are doing. 
I am s ure they are doing the best they ca n , but it is s o li tt l e and s o much 
more ca n be done . I have seen what i s po ss ible . I have seen what i s po ss ible 
in Providence , where there i s a Den e teacher spe aking , dealing ora ll y, teaching 
Sl avey to the kids and it i s a conversational type of Slavey and it i s just 
fanta s tic . I know that approach is the approach that will succeed and will bear 
fruit. That i s what I think ha s to be done throughout the sc hools but in order 
to do that you have to put much more money and effort into the teaching of 
native languag es. 

Changes May Come After . Release Of Committee Report 

I have come to the conclusion that obviously this government is not going to 
mov e . I have come to the conc lu s ion that nothing will likel y happen until after 
th e educat ion committee report comes out and there is new direction, new 
impetu s made in the Dene l anguages. There cou ld a l so be kind of a c learing out 
of all the present government in the se position s that are not doing anything; 
the superintendents of Fducation in places like Fort Simpson , Hay River , who are 
doing very little for the Dene l anguages. I have a feeling that in order for 
there to be r eally good work done, there have to be new fresh people who are 
re a lly committed to doing something about the Dene langu ages. So I guess I 
have kind of, frankly , given up on this group of people and look forward to 
the report being published a nd made public and then a clearing out of all the 
education administrators that have not done very much in the last few years or 
all their live s, getting younger, perhaps, open-mi nded people who are rea lly 
committed to the Dene l anguages to take over and I think that is the only time 
that we wi ll have any real change for Dene languages in the North . I would like 
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a response from th e Minist e r to see whether he agrees with me on this a nd whether 
he looks sim ilarl y to the typ e of cha nge s that are needed in ord e r to rea ll y 
get Dene l anguages in the sc hool s on the road . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank yo u . Mr. Mini ster. 

HON. DENNIS PATTER SON : Thank yo u , Mr . Cha i rman. I can assure the honourabl e 
Member for Macke nz ie Li ard that I am well aware of the enormity of the task 
of reviving and preserving the Atha pasca n languag es. I am persona ll y str ongl y 
co mmitted to the importance of that task and the important role that the 
Department of Education has to meet that end. I certa inl y would not try to be 
overly defensive about what has been done to date , but I do t hink t ha t with th e 
resources that have been made avai labl e to the Department of Education, not ju st 
in the past year but also in previo us years, a great deal of good work has be e n 
done by people like Mr. Howard and Mr. Carnew and many others, but in no way 
would I say that the job is by any means nearly comp l ete. I agree with the 
Member that it i s going to require a lot more money , that this i s an extreme l y 
expensive und ertaking, and al so that the recommendations of the spec ial committee 
on education are going to be , I think, of great assista nce to this Hou se a nd 
to the Department of Educ at ion in see ing where we s hould go. 

It was intere st ing to me that at the Inuvik co nf erence where pretty well every 
major Dene language activist, if yo u like , was present, one of th e messages 
from that conference was that the department shou ld not ne cessar il y rush in to 
any new programs without receiving the advice from the spec ial comm itt ee on 
ed ucation . I look forward to their report and I lo ok forward to its adoption 
by this Assembly because I think it will mean that we can devote even more 
resources to this area where attention is c le ar l y needed. 

Language Development Is Costly 

I think that it may not quite be fai r to chastise member s of the Department of 
Education for not having been able to de li ver because, like everything else , 
financial resources are required in this area and in language development it 
is particularly costly . So I think you will find a willingness and an 
enthusiasm in the people in the Department of Education to get more funds and 
spend them . I think also that the Executive Committee will respond. I s uppo se 
I am asking the Member to show a little bit of trust and faith in us. Perhaps 
we have not responded with the lightning spee d that he would like to see but 
if he were to become involved in the Exec utive Committee, he would see that 
sometimes things have to be carefully considered and policies developed and 
the like. 

Also we have to consider the pace at which people in the co mmunitie s are willing 
to accept changes and I cannot help but comment that I specifically did , through 
my executive assistant, approach the leader of the Providence workshop and ask 
if she would like to have her budget doubled or tripled and was told, well, 
they perhaps could use a new typewriter and that one of the casual sta ff could 
be put on permanent status, but really she was not sure what she would do 
with three times the budget just because of the beginnings they have made and 
and the scale of the project. So I think eventually that program will grow to 
three times its size but I think we have to be a bit careful about making sure 
the timing is in accord with the pace at which the community want s to move. So 
I hope that , in some way; answers the Member and I look forward to further 
discussion on this subject in the May session of the Assembly when we are 
going to be debating the all-important recommendations on language, along with 
the other special committee recommendations. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Page 17.01, Department of 
Education. Ms Cournoyea. 
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Difficult To Put Acros s Need For Programs At Regional Level 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr . Chairman, I believe that in the general comments, in reply 
to the Minister of Education, the concern normally at the regiona l level is 
the need to know just how fast a group of people can move, as he stated, but 
when we talk about things like adu lt education, kin dergarten , remedial teachers , 
and upgrading in co mmuni ties of the grade l eve l , oftentimes it is a very 
difficult task, to try to get across t he need for that kind of a program . I 
guess there are two states of mind about education; there is a negative and a 
positive . I guess the positive line t hat we can move into right now is 
accepting what exists today to see how we could use it to the best benefit of 
t he individuals that are supposed to take part and hopefully the individuals 
whom the system was built to help . But sometimes in a genera l sense it is very 
difficult , because people are going through their own values and where they see 
themselves . Oftentimes when they take a look at t hemselves , they loo k at the 
educational system , they l ook at their parents with the love that t hey have for 
the ir parents and the conf id ence that they have in the parents' way of life 
being that way which they can depend on, and then l ooking to the other way of 
life where you just go to work, you depend on co mp anies and depend on wage 
economy , which oftentimes is rea ll y not very secure because it changes from time 
to time . Some people may say that this i s away from the subject , but if you 
build the educationa l system on how people can take part in wage benefit with 
oil and gas indu stry , in the long term, t hen I believe that the educationa l 
system is denying the people from the lon ger term building of their individual 
community needs and where they see themse l ves . I think -- I shou ld not say 
that I think; I hear that word so often I begin to say that I think -- but I 
know that is a conf li ct that people oftentimes see in education . 

At home no one denies the need to have education, technical education , but to 
id ent i fy that, but a l so to be ab l e to use that from where they are at. I 
do not th ink that 85 per cent of my peop l e want to become clones of Mr . Butters 
or people that they see who really do not relate to the long -term kind of 
li ving that you have in Aklavik or Sac hs Harbour or Paulatuk or Tuk or Holm an 
I s l and . So there is t hat kind of fee ling of sc hi zop hren i a about educatio n . 
I myself, as a representative of the people, oftentimes have a diffi cult time 
in explain in g why when we are building c lon es of a certain kind of system, 
that we are not ab l e to look at t he rea l needs of the people at a community 
level. 

Adult Education Needed For Up grading At Community Lev e l 

Fo r example , I think if yo u take the sit uation in our area, there is a need for 
adu lt education. The ad ult education has been an area where people have in many 
instances been ab le to upgrade themselves and these are generally people who 
ha ve dropp ed out of school, and I think, Mr . Minister, you will agree that there 
are many in my area. Tho se people are the older people, an d when I say older 
people I am talking about 17 , 18 and 19 year olds and older. These people 
are the ones that generally have a better sense of work ethic if you want to 
re la te to what wage eco nomy is, because oftentimes th ey are a little older, 
they ha ve families, they are the oldest people in the· family who have to look 
after the family . It concerns me that that particular area i s not addressed 
and neither is the need for upgrading or remedial teachers. Tho se are the areas 
that have bee n stro ngl y identified by the people at a community l eve l , people 
who hav e gone to Inuvik , they have tried to go to sc hool , they hav e dropp e d out 
of the ho ste l syste m and they have been sent back home . 

We are talking about a whole group of people that cannot even enter into any 
vocatio nal training because they do not have grade seven; they do not even 
have grade six. Thi s need that I call "need to know" i s that if you are going 
to spe nd multimillion dollars in higher level education, then why is that amount 
of money not being identified for that region, for that region deciding where 
exactly that money s hould be spent and being given the option on whether they 
are going to use it for adult education, upgrading or community upgr ading of 
the sc hool lev e l that they have within their community? 
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Anot~er area that has been identified is kindergarten. It appears that man y 
families have children who are presently qoing to school and they are st uck in 
town; their idea is that if they were able to get their smaller children in 
sc hool sooner while they are stuck in town, then those children will want to 
be with their brothers and s ister s. That will get them through the system as 
far as they wi ll want to go before they get into the ticklish system of age 14 
and 15 where a lot of parents have trouble keeping their youngsters in school. 

So those are the areas that are identified as critical areas that need to be 
looked into, yet in our area we talk about the higher grade levels and are 
anticipating spending a great deal of money. I would like to know from you 
where you think those people are going to come from. Who is going to take part 
in those programs? I would li ke to identify one little community that only has 
up to grade six in their community. One small Cessna 185 charter goes for 
$80 0; the statistics show that these young people are sent to sc hool in Inuvik 
but the majority of them end up going back home after a short period of time. 
It i s known as a community where the intelligence level of those young peop l e 
is very high, but we are not addressing where the young people are at, 1ihere 
the dropouts are at, and I am wondering how , if we have this l arge expenditure 
going into any one region, people can make a decision . 

I will tell you why there i s a confusion here becau se there i s someone that is 
going into a commun i ty talking about adu l t education and when they talk about 
education, we are talking about where to find the money; talk about kindergarten , 
that is the sort of a program that we are not quite into yet; we talk about 
upgrading and remedial teachers, well, that i s special funding such as 
languages almost. It is never taken into the concept that we are going to 
have three million dol l ars spe nt in that region, what are the priorities? 
Perhaps that may be the prob l em of why you cannot tie things together when you 
are discu ss ing education with a region. I believe the people who are on 
local education associations are a l ways asked to discuss things at an 
individual level, li ke adult education, kindergarten, upgrading, remedial 
teachers, and then when we come to a larger thing, the decisions are made 
elsewhere. 

Academic Program Must Work For People 

I am concerned that the educational system in its academic l evel s hould work 
for people. There are a lo t of things that have to be done in languages and 
cultural inclusion and geographic teaching programs, but right now we have an 
academic program. I believe that we are not able to get our young people 
through that academ i c program and I am concerned about that. I am concerned 
about where the decisions are made. I am concerned that the lo ca l educat ion 
advisory comm itte es ... 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Ms Cournoyea, your time is up. Is this House agreed 
that she ca n continue? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Go ahead. 

MS COURNOYEA: The lo cal education committees discuss things in i solation, 
at their community level . Until such time as the Department of Education 
wishes to concern them in dealing with the total package a nd what they are 
able to do and the money that is available at that regional l eve l , then I think 
that the local education committees -- all they can do is decide on the 
cultural inclusion money; whether they should spend i t on a bus, soup and 
sandwic he s or a piddly languag e program. That is discouraging to the education 
committee and the people who are spending their time and trying to work within 
that system that you have provided for them. The option that is noramlly put 
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to them is to build up their status to a board, but then when you talk about the 
board, then what does that give them? You know, where i s the final decision 
on expenditure, according to the priorities set out? Those are the general 
comments that I have on education. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Ms Cournoyea . Mr. Minister, do you want to 
respond to Ms Cournoyea's opening remarks? 

Adult Upgrading In NWT Dependent On Federal Funding 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Cha irman. I will try to respond. There 
were a ~umber of areas covered . Maybe I will just deal with the points that 
I . noted down . I recognize fully the great need for adult upgrading in the 
honourable Member's region and , ind ee d , in other parts of the Northwest 
Territories. For many good reasons adults have not had the chance to either 
go to school or have had to l eave sc hool and now want to get themselves upgraded. 
One of the difficulties that we face in the Northwest Te rr itori es is our great 
dependence, like it or not, on the federal government and the Department of 
Employment and Immigration and that commission for providing funds to defray 
the costs of adults attending upgrading courses that we can offer through our 
adult education centres. There ha s been some eros ion of t he funds available 
from the federal government in recent years, as the Member may know, and we are 
now at the point of negotiating for the coming year wi th the federal government 
as to just what l eve l of s upport wi ll be available in this area of general 
upgrading that i s suc h a crucial area. At this point in time I cannot say 
whether or not the federal government will help re spo nd to this c l ear need that 
we have in the Northwest Territories . 

Federal Minister Informed Of Needs Peculiar To NWT 

I hav e inform ed the Hon. Llo yd Axworthy of the great need for this kind of 
general upgrading in the Northwest Territories, but this may possibly be in 
conflict with some aspects of a new program that Mr. Axworthy has announced, 
whereby the federal government wants to concentrate employment training funds 
on what are ca lled national priority occupations. Now, I expressed the concern 
to the honourable ~i nister that in the Northwest Territories , rather than being 
concerned in large measure with high technology, highly sk illed jobs, we real l y 
want to concentrate on general upgrading. I do want to assure the Member that 
I fully appreciate the need in that area and I will do my utmost to see that 
the new federal program takes into account the pecu li ar needs of the Northwest 
Territories. 

In the area of remedial education and genera ll y in the area of better 
reflect in g priorit i es from the communities in the Education budget, I do 
recognize that there s hould be perhaps a better way of seeking input on a 
reg i onal basis from communit i es in the Inuvik region than we have now . I am 
aware that some efforts were made in the past to see local education authorities 
gett i ng together on a regional ba s i s to advise the government, but I am informed 
these efforts were not successful. I wou ld assure the Member that my own view 
is that indeed we must see k, on a reg ion a l basis, advice from the local 
education authorities, so that priorities can be set, which may wel l be quite 
different in education from one region to another, depending on the particular 
needs and stresses that are ta king pl ace. 

Transfers Can Be Made To Reflect Changing Needs 

I would, however, assure the Member that even before that takes place, that we 
do get advice from the region on what priorities shou l d be placed through the 
supe rintendent of Education and a l so that those priorities do c:1ange and can 
change throughout the year. Transfers can be made from one area of educat ion 
to another to ref l ect changing needs and concerns from the communities and we 
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can approve those transfers at the financial management board . For examp l e, 
even if t her e doe s not appear to be an adequate emphas i s on re med i a l education, 
whic h the Member referred to, it is certain l y possible to adjust our priorities 
within thnt region to provide more remedia l education. I guess without a 
growth in the budget for that region, though, it would have to perhaps be at 
the cost of, perhcps, larger c l ass sizes for the students who are not in the 
remedial c l asses, but if t hat is the wi sh of people from that regio n , we can 
respond . 

I am not sure about the Member's concern with regard to kindergarten. I am 
not sure whether she was suggesting that the age for accepting kindergarten 
students shou l d be lo wered. This was certainly the message we got from some 
communities in that region during hearings I participated in, but the cost 
implications of that are quite s ignifi cant. Perhaps I can ask the Member if 
there cou l d be more detail provided on her concern in that area. 

Extending Program Beyond Grade Six In Paulatuk 

I believe her reference to a sma ll commun ity which only has grade six and has 
had perhaps not as goo d success at the regional high schoo l as we wou ld li ke 
to see, refers to Paulatuk. All I can say i s that I was very impressed when I 
did visit Paulatuk that they only did offer up to grade six , and I think 
partic ul ar l y in light of it s i so l at ion we sho uld act as quickly as possible to 
offer higher grades in Paulatuk. To that end, I can report to the Member, si nce 
our visit there, that I have fastened on a plan, which I wil l present to the 
Executive Committee through our cap i tal outlook process, whereby we could, I 
think this summer, transport a portable c l assroom, which is now lo cated in 
Inuvik a nd not being used, to Paulatuk as a first step in offering programs 
beyo nd grade six. The Member may appreciate that there would be a 
requirement that we solve a housing prob l em if we were to add a teacher this 
com ing fall, but I wi ll be working to so l ve that problem. I agree that that 
need s hould be responded to. 

Just in conclusion, Mr . Chairman, I think the Member i s concerned that too 
much i s going to Inuvik, if I read her remarks correctly . I would like to 
say that in plannin g cap ital expen ditu res and more man years being offered to 
the regional high sc hool in Inuvik under the hi gh schoo l certificate program, 
my view i s that all we are really doing i s bringing that school up to the sort 
of stan dard that we can expect in a major high sc hool in the rest of the country. 
I do not think it i s envisioneu that the sca l e of the schoo l would change 
significantly. It is just that we want to be able to offer a broader range of 
courses to the students who are already going there. That is all I would say 
at this point, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): 
more general comments? 

Thank you, Mr. Minister. Page 17 .0 1. Are there any 
Th e honourable Member for Mackenzie Liard. 

Native People On Local Education Committee Will Challenge System 

MR. SIBBESTON: I just want to say to the Minister that thus far, certainly in 
my part of the North, there ha s not been very much attention given to education 
as s uch , you know, from the native perspective. Initially the missionaries, I 
think for the most part, were welcome. Then eventually the federal government 
and then the territoria l government, have moved into education and in a place 
like Simpson, education has pretty well gone the way the government ha s wanted. 
Native people have not really been very involved in any way and the few that 
have been involved have be e n s upporter s of the stat us quo. I am aware that just 
recently , at the latest election of the local education committee, there were 
some native people who got on the committee and these are the ones who will 
begin challenging the system, the way that things are going. So, just generally, 
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I am aware that in t he next few years there i s going to be mu ch mo re a tt ention 
paid to ed ucation by nat i ve peo pl e. I think t hat th ere are going to be a lot 
of suggest ion s for c ha nge . That is why I say that I suspect that you are going 
to ha ve to change hors es that are presently adm i nistering educat ion in th e 
reg ion s , beca use the type of changes t hat wi ll be suggested wi ll be fa i r l y 
s i gnifi ca nt . 

Basica ll y, what ha s happen ed , too, i s that nati ve l ea ders in a pl ace lik e 
Simp so n have had to concentrate on other things that meant mor e to them . You 
know , i ss ues lik e pipelines, Cadi ll ac Mines, get ting the band on it s fe e t , 
getting into bu s in ess a nd so fo rt h . So as things a r e in pla ce, they will have 
mor e time and energy to deal with ed ucation . I think, as pe opl e get on their 
fe et, when th e day to da y things are t aken care of, then man ha s tim e for other 
thing s; musi c, cultura l matt ers and s o forth. I think basica ll y thi s i s the 
s itu at i on as I see it. As nat ive peop l e get on their feet, get stro ng er, the y 
wi ll c onc entrate and have mor e t im e to deal with other th ing s, like, as I said, 
cu ltu ra l matter s, langu a ge and th ese sort s of things . So, I expect that there 
i s going to be a lot of energy in the ne xt few years put into ed ucation and I 
guess, depending on what government thinks -- I suppose maybe there wou ld be some 
peop l e who do not like thi s, who fear it , but the more open-minded peopl e will 
see it as welcome and will be able to r es pond to it . So, I ju s t kind of give 
the government warning that they ought to know that there i s going to be a lot 
of co ntrover sy, a l ot of attent ion , a lot of demand for change in the education 
s phere and I just hop e that the people are up to it . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

In cred ibl e Inter es t In Work Of Committee On Education 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, I certainly believe that the Government of 
t he Northwe s t Territories i s up to the challenge that might be put to us from 
native peopl e and native organizations and, inde ed, from the public of the 
Northwest Territories. I ha ve been very gratified at the incredible interest 
in the work of the s pecial committee on education that ha s been shown by the 
people of the Northwe s t Territories. I have been gratified at the gargantuan 
efforts an d time that Members of this Assembly, who have sat on this committee, 
have put into the review of education that is now almost complete. I have also 
been very gratified at the -- I think it i s a revived or it is a new trend -
interest or the more significant in terest of native organizations in the subject 
of education and langu ages, that I have s een in the past year. I was asked 
to attend the ITC annual general meeting spec ific a lly to discuss the subject 
of education and received some very good advice from all the leaders who were 
there. The Dene Nation has shown and the Metis Association workinq with them have 
shown a great deal of interest, have asked the qovernment to support a study that 
they wish to do on education as it relates to the Dene. 

Generally I would just say that I recognize the increased interest that has 
been expressed by this Assembly and I look forward very much to, I suppose, 
the remaining years of my term -- if I am allowed to continue holding this 
job -- becau se I think there is a great deal that this government can do to 
respond to these new suggest ion s and pressures that will be placed upon us . 
I recognize that we will never be able to sat i s fy people like the honourable 
Member for Mackenzie Liard but I welcome his interest and his co nstructive 
criticism, because I think we are going to make great strides in the coming 
year in these directions. I feel that if we have intere st and support from the 
people in the communities and concern about the school and a se nse of ownership 
of that school, that is the key to improving the quality of education. 

We have sti ll a massive atendance problem and that rests in large measure with 
each ~arent. If we can have , by focussing public attention on education through 
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the native organizations, by focussing attention on the importance of education, 
if we could have this problem and others addressed by each and every parent 
and student, we can make very s ignificant strides in the coming year. So I am 
optimistic and I do hope that we can rise to the c hall e ng e, Mr. Chairman. Thank 
you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Let us take 15 minutes for 
coffee. 

---SHORT RECESS 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudlu k): The Cha ir recognizes a 
the Department of Education is not here at the 
interviewed by the press. Now we have to wait 
We are on page 17.0 1 , Department of Education. 
Me mb er for Mackenz i e Li ard . 

High er Education Gra nts 

quorum now. Th e Minister for 
mom ent. He is pro bab l y be in g 
for him . Th a nk yo u , Mr. Mini ster. 

Genera l com ments . The honour ab l e 

MR. SIBBE STO N: Last year at this time we went through qu it e an ordeal, as it 
were, dealing with high er ed ucatio n grants to students an d so forth, a nd certa in 
motions were passed . am just wo nd er ing what has become of a ll of this. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Mr. Mini ster . 

HO N. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, thank yo u , Mr. Chairm an. The Member might appreciate 
that this is an extremely co mplic a t e d area with federal governments and a rather 
co mplic ate d syste m in plac e in the Northw est Territorie s, s o changing th e 
principles on wh i ch s tud e nt aiu i s to be based ha s r equir e d a fair amount of 
work . I ca n assure the Member that I have bee n work in g har d on thi s and so have 
peop l e in my de partment. 

The current stat us i s this. I am pl anning on introducing new legi s l a t i on at 
the May sess ion which wou ld make the nece ss ary changes to impl ement a new system 
in tim e for th e coming fa ll. We, I be li eve, have responded to th e direction 
from the Legislative Assem bly and fol lo wing one l ast final rev i ew at this coming 
Fr i day's Executive meeti ng , I wi ll be tab ling th e principl es in this Hou se on 
which the new l eg i s lation will be based and on which the new grant s and bur sar ie s 
sys tem will operate. So early next wee k I will t a ble that inform ation and it 
s hould give Memb ers and the publi c a very clear idea of where we are going in 
time fo r this fall . Than k yo u. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank yo u, Mr. Mini s ter . Genera l comments on the 
Depa rtm e nt of Education . Do es thi s committe e wi s h to go on to pages? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Agreed. 

---Agre ed 

Total O And M, Administrat i on 

Page 17 .02, tota l O and M, $8 ,099,0DO, administration. Mr. Curley . 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Chairman, sometime l ast yea r we urged th e Mini ster to see if 
he would in crease the number of teachers in a coup l e of settlements in my riding, 
particu l arly Es kimo Point and Rankin. I wonder if the Minister could assure 
this House whether or not the reque s t i s reflected in this budget. I would 
like to point out that Esk imo Point has the highe s t student-teacher ratio and 
hav in g recogn i zed that, would the Minister now tel l this Hou se whether or not 
he wi ll now incr eas e the numb er of teachers in Eskimo Point and Rankin In l et. 
Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Mr. Mini ster. 

HON. DENNI S PATTERSON : Mr. Cha i r man , I am not trying to dodge the question but 
that is r eally a matter for the sc hool s part of the budget. It is not part of 
the admini s tration expenditures. Should I defer answering that question until 
we reach the s chools activity? 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr . Minister. Mr. Curley . 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, the reason I asked that question under administration is 
because the adm ini stration makes the decision, not the schoo l s. For two years 
now Eskimo Point has been requesting that the teachers be increased and the 
administration has not responded . Will the administration now make a decision 
that they will in fact increase the number of teachers in Eskimo Point and 
Rankin Inlet? A simple question. If we get to the schoo l s -- it will save you 
a lot of time answering other questions in that item. Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Curley. Mr. Minister. 

Student- Teach er Ratio In Eskimo Point And Rankin Inl et 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, in response to the Member's concern which 
ha s been pointed out to me and in response to what I heard in public meetings 
in , particularly, Rankin Inlet and Eskimo Point, I have received a report from 
the regional superi ntendent on staff ing requirements in the Keewatin. That 
report did confirm that at current levels , staffing level s, we do have a 
considerably higher st udent-teacher ratio in Eskimo Point and in Rankin Inlet 
than we strive for in other parts of the Ter ritor ie s. I have not been able 
to find any additional resources so far this year to ~ive any relief in th0 se 
communities but when the superintendents meet in April of this year to look at 
the enrolment in the coming year to consider allocation of staff, at that time 
I will be in a position to do someth ing or try to do something about this problem . 
I recognize the problem and I wou l d like to respond . To date we have not, but 
I hope that by ne xt fall we will be able to do somet hing about this. 

It has also been suggested by the regional s uperintendent that there may be 
some inequities as to the allocation of c l assroom assistants between Rankin In l et 
and Eskimo Point and that we should also look at enhancing the number of classroom 
assistants so as to make that a better , a more equitable situation and relieve 
the obligations on teachers. That also ha s to be looked at as part of the who l e 
formula . I feel that at the start of a new school year, rather than in the 
middle of the year, would be a more appropriate time to mak e those ~inds of 
changes. I hope that at least satisfies the Member that I am aware of the 
problem, have taken some action and hope to satisfy those concerns by the time 
school opens next fall. 

I also might add, Mr. Chairman, that I am aware that the special committee on 
education is examining the who l e question of staffing and is doing an analysis 
of our existing staffing policies . The committee, through its adviser, may well 
have some recommendations to the department on new and perhaps improved methods 
of allocating staff so as to avoid the inequities that Members so metimes are 
concerned about. Thank you, Mr. Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Curley. 

Teacher Shortage Problem Must Be Resolved 

MR. CUR LEY: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. Again I would like to be able to 
agree wi th the Minister that he wi ll do something about it at an appropriate 
time, sometime before the fall. I am not sure that that word is really good 
enough for my constituency because the regiona l superintendents have documented 
all the reasons and supported the position that there are, in fact, teacher 
shortages in Eskimo Point and Rankin Inlet. I am not sure that his promise that 
he wil l do something about it at a later time would be any better than right now 
while we are dealing with the budget. So I do not know what that wou ld do . I 
realize that the special comm i ttee on education will be making recommendations, 
but that is a long way from ~ver becoming policies of the government. I am not 
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sure they will be i mplemented by the fall. We are dea lin g with an urge nt matter , 
a matter that i s of co ncern to my constituency for the l ast two years. Eskimo 
Point -- I co uld be corrected on th is -- has abo ut 28 to one st ud ent-t eac her 
rat io . Who in the wor l d wants a teacher c l assroom of that s ize in place s li ke 
Ye llo wknife or Pine Point or Ha y River? So I am asking t he Minister, if the 
teacher s are going to do their jobs or be ab le to hav e any kind of planning to 
do the job, they are going to hav e to resolve the very import a nt problem of 
so lving th e teacher shortage problem . 

So I do not think he has answered that he wi ll do someth in g ab out it ; accept 
hi s wor d that he will deal with it when he meet s with th e regional s up er intend e nt s 
aga in. It is really say ing to th e loc a l education soc i et ie s at Es kimo Point 
and Ra nkin Inlet that they are really not capab l e of making a dec i s ion or 
ju st ifyi ng their nee ds in the r e gion for in c rea s ing the t eac he r s in the set tle
ments. "I am going to have to consu l t with my regional s uperint e ndents again 
and then, if they have any reaso n to further s ub s tantiat e yo ur request, then I 
wil l consider by ne xt f a ll whether I am going to increa se that or not . " You do 
not do that in the hea dquart e r s. When you need a spec ialist , you go out and 
i ss ue a contract to re so lv e a problem. I am s ur e th e depar tment official s 
s i tting out there know that very we ll . 

So I would s ay that unl ess the Minister does that, I will have to indroduce a 
mot i on to s upport the long tradition po li cy of -- what do you call th at -- where 
th ey can at l east withdraw certain po s itions in the communities to carry on 
wi th more traditional type of education in the communities? If we are not going 
t o have a n academic s tatus because of the shortage of te ac her s to just ify good 
programs, th e n let us go back and get rid of s om e of the academ i c teachers and 
teach real traditiona l cultural programs which the communities certain l y would 
want to ha ve enough financial resources to ca rry out anyway. So maybe th e 
Mini s t er can convince me further that he will not ju s t attempt to come to an 
agreement with me through a gent l emen's agreement, that in fact he wil l assure 
me by nex t fall that he will do certain thing s in such a way that I will not 
continue on with my mistrust of hi s department . Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Curley . Mr. Minister. 

Diff e rentiated Staffing 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, I gues s one of the reasons that we have 
a higher teacher-student ratio than might be desirable in Eskimo Point is 
pr ec i s ely becau se the local education authority or the society asked that the 
funds for a teaching position be turned over in 19 78 to give cultural inclusion 
and land program s for the older pupils. This was a decision not of the Department 
of Education but was our respon se to that society's request in 197 8 . Now, this 
Assemb l y ha s s ince given direction that these sorts of trade-offs not occur 
in future and none have occurred in the past year. The term i s "differentiated 
staffing", but that is partly the reason for the problem now in Eskimo Point, as 
to the timing for these kinds of changes . I guess what I am saying to the Member 
i s that I do feel that in a few short months, when we look at the projected 
enro lm ent and look at th e way we can best allocate staff positions in that region, 
thi s wil l be an appropriate time to make any adjustments that have to be made. 

I would also point out that, while the teacher-pupil ratio in both Eskimo Point 
and Rankin Inlet is one to 26, if one looks at the ratio of professional teachers 
to students, both schoo l s are fairly well endowed as far as c la ssroom assistants 
are concerned. Rankin Inlet has eight and Eskimo Point has 5.5 positions and 
if you take into account the c l assroom assistant s, the total staff-student ratios 
are one to 16 and one to 19, with Esk imo Point having the one to 19 ratio. In 
his report to me , the regional superintendent also pointed out that attendance 
is one factor that we can consider in loo king at the adequacy of ratios and if 
we do co ns ider the portion of non-attender s in both those schools, the ratio 
drop s even lo wer than the figures might appear to be. 
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I was told by the regional superintendent that if we were to reduce the pupil
teacher ratio to 2?. to one in both Rankin Inlet and Eskimo Point, we would need 
two more teachers in Rankin Inlet and three more teachers in Eskimo Point and 
I guess that sort of scale of assistants was pretty difficult to attain in a 
year when we actually had to cut back our whole teaching staff by nine throughout 
the Northwest Territories. I would ask the honourable Member's indulgence in 
the difficult position I would be in if I were to have responded by adding this 
level of s upport to his constituency when there are many other areas of the 
Northwest Territories that have similar complaints. I am not saying that I will 
not be able to do anything in the coming year but that is why it has been , I 
think, quite difficult in this particular year, in the middle of this school 
year, to consider making that scale of change , but I will be looking with great 
interest at what we can do in the next couple of months and perhap s by the May 
session can give the Member some concrete answers as to what we can do in the 
coming fall with tho s e two schools . Thank you, Mr . Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you , Mr. Minister. Mr. Curley . 

Youngsters Should Have Decent Educational Opportunities 

MR . CURLEY: Yes , Mr . Chairman, I respect the Minister's difficulty in finding 
answers to this very important and critical problem. I think Eskimo Point is 
very critical . You know, they have had to make do with the space in there and 
not only have they a shortage of teachers, they have actually physical problems 
with the school there . I am not at all sure that my expectation may be way far 
out that, in order to pro vide decent educational opportunities for youn9sters, 
we have to have a fairly acceptable size of building and enough teach e rs to 
provide that all-important educational system to our young people and children 
in the communities. 

I would like to address the people again further that the regional director, if 
he had any influence at all, does support that requirement. In a letter of 
September 28th to the Minister he stated that he found that the report which 
was sent to the Minister certainly supports what the two local education 
authorities have been saying. He went on to say, "We now have a firmly documented 
need for additional teaching positions , both in Eskimo Point and Rankin Inlet 
and I would appreciate you having the matter reviewed at your convenience . " 
That was in Se~tember . 

I do not know what else I can do . I would like to be able to respond to the 
communities with enough justification that they can get what they want and that 
they can get a decent teaching staff because the Minister is not quite satisfied 
that putting the acceptab 1 e teacher-student ratio is the answer, is convincing 
to him yet. The superintendent's report suggests the target for primary classes 
is to have roughly one teacher for every 22 pupils, much smaller than the 
intermediate to junior high classes. What the regional director said was that 
the target for primary class is to have roughly one teacher for every 22 students, 
but that is not so, as far as the Minister is saying. He disagrees with his 
regional superintendents . 

So what the Minister is saying to the Eskimo Point education society and Rankin 
Inlet is that 22 pupils for every teacher is really not the answer. It is better 
to have 26 to one student-teacher ratio in places like Eskimo Point where there 
is possibly a high level attendance problem . An attendance problem, as some 
teachers say, is the result of continuing teacher sh ortag es . The students get 
discouraged, the teachers get discouraged, because J t nne point in Baker Lake 
a teacher said that they spend more time trying to f 1nci out where .the student is 
and what is wrong with the student than preparing fer the course and the time 
needed to teach a decent program . That was also expressed in Eskimo Point when 
we had a committee meeting . If the Minister can be a little more assuring that 
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his reasons are justifiable, I wish he cou ld say it in such a way that an 
ordinary person li ke me can und erstand it so that I ca n carry that message to 
the l ocal education soc i ety in Eskimo Point and Rankin Inl et. Than k you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pud lu k): Th ank yo u , Mr . Cur l ey. 
you have somet hing to say to that? 

Extreme Situation In Eskimo Po i nt 

(Translation) Mr. Mini ster, do 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Cha i rman , I do be lieve that perhaps , in Esk im o Point 
particular l y, I ju st have received a copy of a l etter from the princ i pal of that 
schoo l to Mr. Div eky about this very sa me concern, and perhaps because of this 
differentiated s taffing policy wh i ch has now been aba ndoned as a resu l t of 
d i rection from this Assembly there i s a ser i ous s itu at ion current l y ex i st ing 
there. I t may be that the s ituation there i s th e mo st extre me of any of the 
schoo l s currently in the Northwest Terr itori es . It i s very unfortunate that this 
request, as I mentioned, did come to me at a time when we actua ll y had to cut 
back sta ff last year, which i s not the case in the com ing year. In the com in g 
yea r we have been able to meet in creases and prov i de mor e man years where we 
see the popu l ation grow in g, as i t i s growi ng in Eskimo Point. 

What I can te ll the Member i s I had decided that i t was s omething that s hould 
be more proper l y dea l t with at the Apri l meet in g of superintendents with a view 
to correcting the s itu at ion in the com in g year, but on thinking i t over here 
now, I think I can give this as s urance, at l east, to the Memb e r , t hat I wi ll , 
during this s ession, take another lo ok at the probl em. I wou ld in vi te the Member 
to check with me befor e the end of the session as to whether or not I have found 
a way to ease the probl em for the remainder of t hi s sc hool year, particularly 
in Esk i mo Point where I recognize pressures are being felt. I will take another 
l ook at t he possibi l ity of taking act i on during this sc hoo l year a nd the Member 
can seek adv i ce from me or question me during thi s sess i on as to what decision 
I have been ab l e to take with the Exec utive. 

As to the physica l prob l ems that were me ntion 2d at the sc hool, I do recognize 
t hat the schoo l in Eskimo Point, perhaps li ke othP.r sc hool s in the Nort hw est 
Terr itori es, was des ign ed at a t i me when the open area was in vogue and now the 
commun iti es seem to be wanting us to go back to c l assrooms. We have put in two 
portable c l ass room s there l ast year to try to meet t hi s need . I think there ha s 
bee n so me co ns ideration given to the po ss ibility of partitioning the sc hool 
there in to classroom type segments but it i s quite difficult , I am informed, 
wi th bas i ca ll y a round sc hool or octagonal sc hool with a s loping roof . I do not 
know if th e re have been any st udi es done on that po ss ibility or not, but I will 
lo ok into t hat and see if I ca n report back. My own feeli ~g is that with the 
growth of t hat sc hool we have to l ook at -- I would say growth and enro lm ent in 
Esk imo Point and th e popul at ion growth, the answer i s to a dd facilities outside 
the existing sc ho o l in the more traditional mod e l. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : Th ank yo u, Mr . Mini ste r . Administration, page 17 .02, 
$8 ,099,000. Ms Cournoyea. 

Students Eligible For Indian Affa ir s Program 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Cha i rman, I asked at the normal ques tion perio d about the 
s tudents who had qua lifi ed for the Indian Affair s rate of payment fo r atte nding 
sc hoo l in the South . Th e Minister's answer to that was that they had recently 
corrected the s ituation and that he did not see that the past neg le ct of paying 
them at the Indian Af f airs rate had caused hardship for the se students who were 
attend in g sc hool in th e South. I believe that s tatement would have to have the 
st udent s docum e nt a nd state what hardship s they had overcome whi l e they were 
not µa id at the rate that they t houg ht they were to receive. It was not the 
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students' cho i ce that they estab li sh their per diem rate or the rate of payment 
by go in g t hrough the territorial government , but it was the Executive Co mmi ttee's 
decision that t hey wou ld take the shortfa ll from the terr it oria l rate to t he 
Indian Affa i rs rat e. It was t heir decision to do so. Thev did no t have to do 
so . Th ey cou ld have told the young peop l e to apply through Indi a n Affairs. 

Now, s in ce this Legislative Assembly su pp orted the fact that th e payments shou ld 
be made accordingly, I am wo nd ering how t he Mini ster can come back and put t he 
added burden on these young people to ask them to prove that they have a need 
and that ne e d ha s to be justified a nd the ha rdsh ip s have to be j ust ifi e d , when 
in fact he probably know s that many of those yo un g people probably bo rrowe d from 
t heir s i sters, brothers and parents in antic ip at ion of what they thouq ht they would 
be getting . I beli eve t hat the Education departm e nt sho uld sta nd up to its word. 
It did make a promise. The Executive Committee did make a promise to make 
payment s that were at an estab li s hed Indian Affa ir s rate. That was expected by 
these young peop l e a nd a few of them did not know about i t until after they got 
out . A couple of them had aske d their parents for loans and th eir parents sa id , 
"Wh y do yo u need a lo an, beca use yo u have so much co ming to yo u? " The rate was 
known to their pare nt s. So, a numb er of these yo ung people were in ignoranc e 
as we ll and I cannot see how the Department of Indian Affairs or thi s government 
can say, "~e did not pay yo u what was ju s tifiably yo urs an d what you qu a lifi e d 
for a nd since yo u are not s uff e rin g or we ca nnot see any har dships that you 
ha ve been s uf fer in g, we wi ll not pay yo u what yo u were entit l ed to." 

I myse lf ca nnot see how the department can justify such action and I would lik e 
the Minister of Education to really searc h his sou l and see ho w he wou ld f eel 
if there was a mi stake in his pay cheque and whe n i t was finally reconciled , 
he was told , "W e ll , gee, yo u did not have any hard s hip s so we will just not pa y 
yo u back what you were qualified for, what was the unde rstan din g. " I think this 
is a hard dec i s ion to mak e on yo ung peopl e who are just mo ving out into a ne w 
educational field. I am not sa ti sf ied that the department s hould say they are 
not going to pa y back these st udent s for possible loan s that they probably took 
out. I would lik e a more clear answer as to how the department ca n ju s tify 
their action in this regard. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr . Minister. 

Ineligible For NWT Student Grants And Bursaries Plan 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to explain to 
the Member and perhaps to this Hou se exactly th e problem that confronted me and 
my colleagues on the Executive thi s fall. We were made aware of a relatively 
small number of students -- I think it was about half a dozen -- who for variou s 
reasons wer e ineligible for the NWT student grants and bursarie s plan. Many of 
them had been out of school too long between the time the y left high schoo l and 
the time they wanted to go to univer s ity or higher education -- they were special 
cases. Let us put it that way. Th ey were ineligible for the NWT plan, but the y 
appeared to be eligible for the Indian Affairs program , which was di sc usse d in 
this House during the grant s and bursaries debates. 

What happened to them wa s that when they went to Indian Affair s in Ottawa to 
apply under a program which they thought they were eligible for , we received 
communications from official s in the Department of Indian Affair s which sa id 
that higher education grants and bursaries for all students in the Northwest 
Terr itorie s is the re s ponsibility of the Government of the Northwest Te rritorie s. 
They do not even have a budget for nativ e st udent s from the Northwe s t Territori es 
or any students from the Northw es t Terr itori es. The se were s tudents who had 
applied to the NWT plan and were not eligible and who then applied to Indian 
Affairs and got this answer. The onus was on me, in the interest of getting 
these native s tudents into school -- mo st of them had applied and had pl~ns as 
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to where they were going to go -- the onus was on us to find a way of looking 
after them. This was at the sa me time as our whole gr an ts a nd burs ar ies system 
was under review and we were considering changes. 

Th e re s ult of that particular s ituation was that the Exec utive decid e d that what 
we would do pe nding the establishment of a new reg i me this coming year would be 
to amend the regulation s so that we could help tho se s tudents and, in fact, we 
provided aid to them at the lev e l they would have obtained through Indian Affairs . 
I am happy to say that most of them then were able to join their courses --s ome 
of them a little late but they were able to go to sc hool thi s year as a result 
of those actions. No promise s were made to st udent s under the NWT plan that 
they would receive enhanced lev e ls of aid. We only dealt with that handful of 
students who had not been accepted under the NWT plan. 

Equalizing Allowances 

Now then , later in the fa ll the word got out , as it does, amongst students that 
s ome native students were getting different rates of support than others. The 
Executive had then to consider the anomalies that were being complained about 
at that time and as a result we moved to equalize the allowances, but that was, 
I wou l d say, gratuitous on our part and only in the interests of maintaining 
some equity between one group of students and another. We implemented the 
enhanced weekly rates as of January on the theory that to pay retroactive l y when 
there had been no commitment or obligation up until then would perhaps be unneces
sary and in the interest of restraint, I guess, we decided that, if they had 
managed to make it through until Christmas on the NWT rates , that they had 
surviv ed, and we would give them the enhanced rates in January. So, I fail to 
see how we have broken any promises. 

I also to l d the Member that if she cou l d provide evidence to me of students who 
had undergone hardship, that I would be willing to see what could be done, 
either through l oans or other methods that might be available if a particular 
student has suffered financ i al hardship, but in no way do I feel we have broken 
any promises . In fact, what we did was we took up the s l ack where the Department 
of Indian Affairs was unwi l ling to act, a l beit out of respect for our jurisdiction 
in education and as a resu l t of that action, students were ab l e to go to schoo l 
who might not have otherwise been able to attend. Hopefu ll y, these kinds of 
anomal i es wi ll be corrected when the new regime is imp l emented in the coming 
year. I hope that answers the Member's question, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Ms Cournoyea. 

Hardships Of Students 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman, wou l d the Minister pl ease state what he wou l d 
consider a hardship? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pud l uk): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: The Member has referred to cases where presumably 
sacrifices had to be made and I am certain l y open to l ooking at any cases. 
am thinking of students who might have had to go into serious debt or they or 
their fami l ies had to make considerable sacrifices. There may be something we 
can do to offer help. I had in mind the Canada Student Loan plan, for example, 
which students can a l ways avai l themselves of, with fairly attractive interest 
rates, and there may be other things that we can do in order to respond to any 
special situations. I do not know what the Member is referring to and if I get 
details, I wil l l ook at each case and see what we might be ab l e to do, but I 
do not know what kind of hardship she has in mind . I heard, before I got this 
position, of students who were living on Chargex cards while they were wait i ng 
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for cheques to come through, and this sort of thing . We have tried to improve 
the speed with which student s get paid but I would like more details before I 
can respond. We have no policy but I am willing to see what we can do. Thank 
you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you , Mr. Minister . Administration, page 17 . 02 . 
The honourable Member for Mackenzie Liard . 

Need For New School In Fort Liard 

MR . SIBBESTON : It has been such a long time that I have forgotten , but I guess 
one of the things that concerns me has to do with new schools. Since it is the 
administration which decides which school should be built, I want to make a case 
for Fort Liard. Fort Liard really needs a new s choo l and the people in the 
community , of cour s e, have ideas about the type of s chool that they would lik e 
built . They are not interested in having a school with no facilities for exercise 
and I think people could understand that . The kids that wou ld be going to school 
are normally fairly active chi ldr en. In Fort Liard the people stil l li ve, largely, 
off the l and and I think -- not this past winter , but last year the attendance 
rate was about 28 or 29 per cent, which is pretty low . So the children that 
would attend schoo l maybe if there was a new school -- who knows -- would be 
fairly physica ll y active and would need a fair amount of exercise . So there is 
need for s ome gym or some exercise facilities as part of the school; they should 
not just build a normal schoo l with classrooms and nothing else. I am aware 
that Fort Liard is in lin e for a new school, but for some reason it just keeps 
getting put off and I see other areas closer to here -- I will not mention name s 
-- that are getting new schools with fewer people , but I will believe that it 
has been a rational process. So put Fort Liard on the list pl ea s e, maybe in 
the next 20 years -- we are further away so it is hard to communicate with this 
government. Maybe we do not participate as much , I do not know. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you. Also I wou ld l ike to tell you , do not b l ame 
me for taking so lon g to get your turn. Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr . Chairman . I guess that is what these 
budget sessions are a ll about, so that I can get direction from the Assembly as 
to the areas where we may not be responding to needs . Quite frankly I was not 
aware that people of Fort Liard wanted a new facility. My officials may have 
heard about it but we are trying to respond to some needs in the Fort Smith 
region that are in the plan now and I guess the Member can see as well as I can 
that new schoo l s are being planned in the Hay River reserve, in Snowdrift and 
La c la Martre. But I see the capital planning process as an ongoing and within 
some limits, a flexible process. I now have notice of the Member's concern and 
I am looking forward to the chance to actua ll y visit Fort Liard and see for 
myself the sc hool there. I can assure the Member that I have noted his suggestion 
that they shou ld have a school and also that it shou ld not be without a recreation 
facility or exercise facility and maybe that is all I need to say, that I have 
taken a note of it. I think he would have to settle with his col l eagues 
Mr. Sayine and Mr. Wah-Shee, if he wanted the priorities in the coming year 
suddenly shifted, but we can look at that and build it into the long-range plan. 
I think 20 years is a very pessimistic view. I certainly hope that we can act 
more quickly than that, particularly if the facilities are really below standard 
and I regret that I have not had the chance to see them for myself. 

Also, the Department of Local Government's new recreation policy, which I guess 
will be tabled soon, has been accepted and approved in principle by the Executive, 
sees a more co-operative role between Loc al Government and Education so that, 
when new sc hool s are built, we can combine moneys that might be available for 
recreation in Local Government with the needs of the Department of Education for 
new sc hool s so that we can have gym facilities in sc hools and a l so they can be 
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made accessible to the rest of the comm uni ty whe n the sc hool s are not in use . 
I would think, particularl y in a s ma ll er com munit y lik e Li ar d , whi ch may not 
have a community ha ll or a recreation facility -- I am sorry, I do not know -
this new policy ma y wel l allow us to hav e mor e funds than we wo uld have s t rict l y 
in the Edu cat ion ca pital pl a nning process. Thank yo u, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIR MA N (Mr. Pudluk): Thank yo u , Mr. Minister. The honou rab l e Me mb er for 
Mackenzie Liard. 

Hot Lunches In Sc hool s 

MR . SI BBE STON: Yes, the other thing i s the sc hool lunch es . am aware that 
s om e of the sc hool s in the North get hot lunche s at lunch time or at dinnertime 
and other s do not . I guess it concerns me in the sense that a community can 
say, "Giv e us hot lunch or e l se we are not going to se nd our kid s to sc hool" and 
the government in variab l y goes in there and i s convinced that ma ybe that i s the 
right decision , but s ome s chool s do not do that . Some schools do not know it 
i s possible to have lun ches or maybe s ome sc hool s do not think it is a good idea 
to have the government feeding the kids. You know, it is the parents' respon s i
bility. So I am ju s t a bit concerned. As far as I know, no sc hools in my area 
have hot lunch es. Now , I would like to ju s t s ee what Mr . Patter s on thinks about 
that matter because, on the one hand, if you have hot lunches in one school, 
s hould you not have hot lun ches for everybody? 

MR. CURLEY: What do you think? 

MR. SIBBESTON: Must the parent s say "Give us hot lun ches or we will not send 
our kid s to sc hool ?" I mea n, if that is the clue, maybe I can organize the 
parents in the community and have a s it-out or hold out kid s. I mean, it is 
not that hard if you really want to revert to that kind of tactic s. Let us 
hear . How extensive is this hot lunch program in the North? I would just lik e 
to hear your id eas on that. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to say that I 
deplore the practice of withdrawing students from schoo l s as a means of getting 
the Department of Education to do anything. It is unfair to the students and 
it i s irre s pon s ible action on the part of the parents. When certain communities 
this fall either took s uch action or threatened such action, the reply from 
myse lf and the Executive Committee was swift and clear . We sa id that we would 
not even di sc us s the issue of a lunch program in those schools until the children 
were back in schoo ls . That was my position then and it would be my position in 
the future. 

Now, what resulted from those meetings was not that the government was held to 
ransom and made to give in. In fact, what I did say and what I would say to any 
local educat ion authority in the Northwest Territories is that there are certain 
funds available on a formula basis to local education authorities to do what 
they want with. This is the cultural inclusion funds and I told the people of 
Snare Lak e a nd Lac la Martre that I did not care really how they spent that 
money. If they wanted to forego their honorarium and even if they wanted to 
not actually be active as a local education authority and instead spend the 
money on what I agree is really a parental obligation, feeding their children, 
we would not tell them that they could not spend the funds in that way. In 
fact, there have been some limited lunch programs offered in those communities 
this year, but they are only using the same funds that are available to any 
other community lo ca l education authority. 
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Par e nt al Obligation 

At any rate t hi s year there hav e bee n no specia l grants avai l ab l e for lun ch 
programs a nd quite fra nkl y , as mu c h as I would lo ve to see c hi ld re n fed at schoo l , 
ei th er in t he morning or at lun c h , I thi nk we have better ways of spend ing our 
mon ey. I t hink t hi s is a parental ob lig at ion a nd my own vi ew is that the 
department s hould in no way encourage par e nt s to gi ve this responsibility up to 
the schoo l s. We have a welfare system that look s after parents t hat ca nno t 
afford to feed t he i r chil dre n a nd we are no t in the business of fee ding child ren ' s 
bodies. We are hopefully in t he bu s in ess of feeding their min ds and offering 
them spiritual sustenance , if yo u l ike, rat her than physical sustena nce . 

So , I ho pe t hat a nswers the Member's question . That is my position a nd to my 
knowledge there is not a s ingl e free lun c h served anyw here in the Ea ster n Arctic. 
I believe I heard t hat question. I do not know of a ny s uc h program. I s hould 
be quite frank a nd say that in ear li er years there were grants made availab l e 
-- per hap s in years where mor e mone y was avai l ab l e in Education , there were 
grants made availab l e in those communities which l ed to the expectat ion that 
this was part of the ed ucation serv ice , but I t hink the message I gave when I 
did eve ntu a lly mee t with those communities this fall was th at i s i s no lon ger 
a part of the educatio n program and that will co ntinue . Th a nk yo u , Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pud l uk): Thank yo u , Mr. Minister . The honourable Member for 
Macke nzie Liard. 

Equalization Between East And West 

MR. SIBBESTON : I see. was then mi s l ed to think that in the Eastern Arctic, 
an yway, there were hot lun ch programs in the sc hool , but I guess -- if not , then 
I gue ss I have to, obviou s l y, change my views toward th e Eastern Arcti c . 

Anothe r th in g that concerns me , and this i s s omething t hat i s sa id by peopl e 
who know the Eastern Arctic, teacher s who come to our a rea from the Eastern Arctic 
are often quite surprised and shocked at how poor our sc hool facilitie s are in 
comparison to the East and I have mentioned it before . I am just wondering , is 
there anything done to kind of equalize th ing s in the North here , as far as 
education for the people, particularly in the sma ll Dene communities . As an 
example , the teacher who went to Nahanni Butte a coup l e of years ago had s pent 
13 , 14 years up in the Eastern Arctic and he could not believe the poor state 
of things , the schoo l , the classroom, the materials that were avai lable and so 
forth, that were avai lable to him in Nahanni Butte. He says in the Eastern 
Arctic they have everything -- nic e buildings , lots of teaching materials, lot s 
of equipment , lot s of room -- everything that y ou could ever want . He arrived 
in Nahanni Butte and did not have anything . He did not even have a simple little 
movie projector; no books to speak of. Th ey had to borrow some scribblers from 
Fort Liard. He was just dumbfounded . He could not believe how poor things were 
in our part of the North. 

MR. CURLEY : What were the teachers doing before? 

MR. SIBBESTON: You know , because of me rai s ing this, wou ld think that there 
would be a consciousness on the part of the territorial government to try to do ... 

MR . CURLEY : Some Members do things for their people. The Members did the ir 
job , rather than just complaining . 

MR . SIBBESTON: . . . to try to equalize things between the East and the We s t . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Order , please. Are you finished? Mr. Minister. 
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Formula For Sc hool Supplies 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank yo u , Mr. Chairman. It may be that because there 
were two se parate administrations based in Ottawa and ba sed in Fort Smith for 
the Indian Affairs education program prior to 196 9 that there were diff e rent 
standards and different program s. I cannot spea k for that e r a, of course, but 
I can say with certainty that, for examp l e in sc hool supplies, this governm e nt 
now uses and ha s us e d the same formula for a ll part s of the Northwest Territorie s 
and I can tell you what that i s. There is a formula for each s tudent; in 
e lementary sc hool i t i s $150 a st udent and in hiqh schools it i s $175 . We 
have an a llo cation for furn i s hings and equ ipm ent ba se d on $5 00 a clas s room, 
$1000 for a gymna s ium -- a lthough that is reduced for the smaller sized gymnasium 
-- $1000 for a re s ource centre, $1000 for a home econom i cs classroom and $1000 
for an industrial arts classroom. Th at i s a formula that i s app li ed equally 
throughout the Northwest Territories and I can only account for the observations 
of the Member based upon perhaps a history pr ior to the NWT government. 

I cannot help but observing, ultimately on my own and this is a personal belief 
that it i s a very large territory and there are very many different intere sts 
and demands and this i s one reason why this Hou se has in principle supported 
division of the Northwest Terr itori es. I, as you know, happen to per s onally 
believe that that i s the way we shou ld go, but I am assured a nd can say with 
certa inty that we do not favour one area of the Northwest Territories against 
the other as far as operating and maintenance and schoo l s uppli es are concerned. 
The cap it a l area i s one where we ca n nev e r please everybody, but the formula 
for school s upplies i s a standard one and it certainly applie s in Fort Liard. 
Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank yo u , Mr . Minister. The honourabl e Member for 
Mackenzie Liard. 

MR. SIBBES TON : guess just to continue furth er, I am not really talking 
against the Eastern Arctic. I am just trying to tell you what the s ituation is 
in my area and trying to be very truthful. To further elaborate on how tough 
things get in our area, I know la st year the school in Simpson had to borrow 
so me toilet paper and paper towels from the hostel. I was speaking to the 
janitor, who does a lot of work shove lling snow and generally working around the 
schoo l, and he could not even get proper tools to work with. So, that is how 
tough things get in our area. 

MR. CURLEY: I will buy you a shove l. will buy you one. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank yo u . Mr. Minister, do you want to respond to 
that? 

Equal Allocation Of Fund s 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Well, I guess all I ca n say, Mr. Chairman, is that I 
find that frankly hard to believe. I am not doubtinq the Member at all , but 
I do find it surpr i s ing and I would like to look into it further. It could be 
and I do not want to s ugg est this for a minute with regard to the school in 
Fort Simpson or any other schoo ls in the area, yo u know, that not the best use 
i s being made of the resources that are allocated. That is a matter up to the 
principal, in consultation with the local educat ion authority . That is the 
only explanation I can have, becau se if there are some schools being well 
supplied, it is not because they are getting more money. It may be becau se 
they are making better use of the funds, but the allocations are equal and it 
i s something I rea ll y would lik e to pursue furth er, because I cannot really offer 
an exp lanation as to how somethi ng like that could happen. I would think they 
would buy adequate supp lie s of toilet paper as a first requirement at the 
beginning of the year, perhaps even more important than pencils. So, I just 
cannot understand how that occurred. Than k you. 

---Laughter 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Administration, page 17.02. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Could I ask the Minister to be more 
spec ifi c when he says that he intends to ensure that anomalies in the post 
secondary grant str ucture will be e limina ted very soo n? Can he be specific as 
to how they wi 11 be? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Minister . 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, if the Member can wait until next Monday, 
I will be presenting the principles upon which the new NWT student aid plan will 
be based, which is ba sed on -- I trust -- direction given from this Legislative 
Assembly after extensive debate. What I meant by anomalies was the difficult 
situation that we had to deal with really on an ad hoc basis this fall, when we 
had to help a group of students who were somehow caught without aid from any 
source, and this meant that if they were helped at the Indian Affairs rate, they 
were getting different rates than st udent s under the NWT plan, because the rates 
are not parallel, they are not equitab l e. Th e new program that I am proposing 
and will be introducing for this coming year will be a made-in-the-NWT plan, 
if you like, which will see none of these discrepancies between one program, 
such as the federal program, and another one, such as ours. Our plan will cover 
al l NWT students. I would rather wait to give more details or answer questions 
once I table the principles ear l y next week, if that would be acceptable to the 
Member, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr . Minister. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Post-Secondary Assistance For Non-Native Students 

MR . MacQUARRIE: I recall that you did say that you were going to table the 
principles ne xt week, but I was concerned also by so mething you sa id . I know 
when this was first talked about a year ago, the idea that was stated at that 
time was that there would be a reduction in post-secondary assistance for non
native students, but I do not expect that you are going to get rid of that 
anomaly, although I will be delighted if the money that was saved from that 
would be applied to increase allowances for the in-house programs such as 
Thebacha College and TEP , teacher education program, that sort of thing, and that 
an attempt would be made, as I recall it, to ensure that native stu dent s were 
funded at what had been called the "Indian Affairs rate" , that i s, the rate that 
is se t by that department, and extended beyond the four years for which post
secondary assistance was granted under our plan. Now, what concerns me , 
Mr. Minister, particularly , is that it was anticipated that this government 
would say to the federal government, "Since these are native students, will you 
provide the funds to fund at that rate for native students?" I think I under
stood from something that you said earlier that the federal government has said, 
"No way", that they do not intend to do that. 

So I am a little concerned, then. What implications does that have for our 
budget? We increase rates for in-house programs. I will be anxiously waiting 
to see when you said that you were going to get rid of the anomalies, whether 
that meant that all native students would be funded at the Indian Affairs rate. 
Now, if that is the case, and if the federal government i s telling us that we 
are not going to get any further educational funding from them for post-secondary 
assistance, what implications does that have for our budget for post-secondary 
grants? What concerns me most of all is would that mean even further reductions 
for non-native students? Now, if all of those are going to be answered in a 
weeks time, I s uppose I can wait, but I would like a little assurance now , I 
guess. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 
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HON . DENNI S PATTERSON : Thank yo u , Mr. Chairm a n . Ye s, a ll those questions are 
going to be a nswered ne xt week. Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : Thank yo u . Mr. MacQuarrie . 

MR . MacQUARRIE: One other mat ter connected to that in a way -- a nd I would ask 
the Mini ster whether this ha s been considered as well -- I have had it sa id to 
me that our territorial assistance pro gram for s tudent s who see k po s tgraduate 
degree s a t post-secondary in st itutions i s among the worst in Canada . I ref er 
s pecifi ca ll y to a former st udent of min e who has gone on to take a law degree 
a t Da lhou s ie Univer s ity, which I think, Mr . Minister , i s your alma mat er. I am 
s ure yo u could und e r sta nd somebody wanting to attend law sc hool there -- but I 
am inform ed in conversation with students there from other provinces that this 
person feels -- and I have heard it sa id by others -- that the kind of assistance 
we offer for s omeone in that situation i s among the worst in Canada, that s tudents 
from other province s are aided much better. Thi s person wa s not at all looking 
for grant money , but for loan s so that he could afford to attend each year 
afterwards. So I would ask the Minister, i s that matt er being addressed in the 
whole que s tion of post -sec ondary as s istance? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr . Mini s ter . 

HON . DENNI S PATTERSON: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I can assure the Member yes, 
that particular problem i s being addressed, and we are aware of it , and I think 
this i s one area where our plan in the Northw es t Territories can be improved , 
in that now it really is a plan for th e fir st degree , which offer s I think quite 
generous assistance to tho se who wish to take an undergraduate degree. Much 
more could be done for those who want to go on to postgraduate degrees , or 
second degree s, s uch as law . The matter is being addressed in my proposed new 
plan, and I hope the Member will be satisfied with what is propo s ed , which I 
think would help th e particular case you have mentioned. Thank you, Mr . Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Administration. Mr. McLaughlin . 

Vocational Training Section Of Indian Affairs 

MR. McLAUGHLIN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just wanted to ask the Minister a 
que s tion related to what he said about the Indian Affairs department having no 
funding available for northern students in their budget. I would like to know 
what the relationship is between our government and the federal government, 
regarding the section in Northern Affairs run by Mr. Ralph Ritcey in Ottawa, 
because are there not students from the Northwest Territories being funded by 
that division of Northern Affairs? Are there, in fact, NWT students there in 
a post-secondary situation, or are they all just in upgrading or in high school? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, we understand that most of the students 
who are getting aid through the vocational training section of Indian Affairs 
are students who are going to high school, rather than students who are going 
to higher education institutions as such. There appears to be a certain lack 
of clarity as to just how NWT students become eligible for aid through the 
office in Ottawa, but that is our understanding, that aid is only given to 
students who wish to go to high school. I hope that answers the Member's 
question, at lea s t in part. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. McLaughlin. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Could you make available to the special committee on education 
the letter from Indian Affairs and Northern Development advising our government 
that they do not have funds for northern students, then? 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Mini s t e r . 

HON . DENNIS PATTER SON: Yes, I would se e no re as on wh y I could not mak e avail a bl e 
th e communi cation re ce iv ed f rom Indian a nd North e rn Aff a ir s on that subject . 
As I r ecall , it was a t e le x. There we re ce rt a in tim e pre ss ure s on us all a t 
that tim e becau s e the schooJ year had started , and there was a ne ed to act fast. 
I be liev e that the particular communication that referred to no fund s being 
budgeted wa s by tel ex from Mr . Faulkner , and I shal l be gl ad to find it and pa ss 
it on to the Member, Mr. Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr . Minister . Admini s tration. 17 .02 . 
Mr . Fr ase r . 

Co s t s Of Travelling To Teachers Conferenc e s 

MR. FRA SER: Thank you , Mr . Chairman. I have a couple of questions for the 
Mini s ter. Fir s t of all , I handed him a report f r om the LEA , local education 
authority , from Norman Wells on tran s portation -- they had to pa y their own 
transportation for a meeting. I just wondered if he had an answer on that for 
me for the records . Do you want me to ask all the qu es tion s now , or l e t him 
answer that first, Mr . Chairman? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you , Mr . Fra s er . Could you give them one at a 
time? 

MR . FRASER: Yes . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : That way we will not get mixed up . Mr . Minister. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes , Mr . Chairman . I received -- thank s to the 
honourable Member for Mackenzie Great Bear -- copies of the minutes of the 
education society in Norman We ll s that suggested that teachers that had to pay 
their own way to in -serv i ce training or conferences that had been initiated 
by the Department of Education. I asked Mr. Lewis to l ook into that, and I 
sha ll ask him to an swer the question, please. 

MR. LEWIS : Mr. Chairman, the practice has been that for those teacher s who are 
going to regional te achers' conferences, that they be boarded l oca ll y with 
friends and so on, and in some cases, where people have chosen to stay in hotels 
and so on, then they have borne those costs themselves. This i s because the 
tremendous in crease in the costs of these teacher conferences has resulted in 
many teachers in the Northwest Territories now, in fact, beginning to pay some 
portion of that professional improvement at the regiona l l eve l . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you . Mr. Fraser. 

MR. FRASER: Is that the practice they use in Yellowknife, too? 
teachers in and put them up in other houses, or do they put them 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

Do they bring 
in a hotel? 

HON. DENNIS PA TTER SON: Yes. 
Mr. Chairman. 

I will ask Mr. Lewi s to respond to that one, too, 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr . Lewis. 

MR. LEWI S: The same thing wou ld app l y throughout the Territories, Mr. Chairman. 
There is a variety of ways in which these costs are covered, and some teachers 
who come into Yellowknife a l so are required to pay part of that cost. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Th ank you . Mr. Fraser. 
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Di screpanc ie s In School Costs 

MR. FRASER: 
$3.5 million 
and $250,000 
the Minister 
and if there 
Maybe Lac la 

I have a question for the Minister. I notice in the budget here 
for a sc hool in Lac l a Martre, with a population of 230 people, 
for Fort Franklin, with a population of 550 people . I wonder if 
could exp lain the reason for the discrepancy in costs for a schoo l , 
is a hidden cost. I s it transportation, or is it a better sc hool? 
Martre would be a good place to go to live . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you, Mr. Fraser. Mr. Minister . 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, I am guessing that the Member may not 
have seen the subsequent years estimates for the Franklin schoo l , because our 
details on capital are only provided for one year ahead. I am looking at the 
department's three year capital plan. It shows $240,000 for Fort Franklin in 
19 83-84, which would be a planning year design, and then, in 19 84-85, three 
million dollars are budgeted for co nstr ucti on, and in future yea r s another 
$1 .47 million to finish the schoo l off. So I beli eve that is the source of the 
question there. I believe the honourable Member may have just been looking 
at the first year for Fort Franklin, Mr. Chairman. He will correct me if I am 
wrong, I am sure. 

Total O And M, Administration, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank yo u , Mr. Minister. Administration, $8,099,000. 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Total O And M, Schools 

Schools, page 17.03, total O and M, $42,579,000 . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Agreed? Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman, this re l ates to a question I asked before. First 
of all, I would like to say that I am not interested in making statements that 
Inuvik sho uld not get their upgrading in the sc hool facility ther e. What I am 
concerned about i s, once the facilit y is built, and staff is put into place, 
is that that oftentimes takes away the ability of the other communities to have 
something in their own community, and that is a general concern that I have. 
Oftentimes administrators or bureaucrats will say not to worry about it, that it 
will come later, but the answer indicates that the communities outside of Inuvik 
could po ss ib l y have some of the courses that would be offered in Inuvik handled 
in their own communities. 

The territorial school system offers now a part payment for the Tuk Tech courses 
that are taking place. Now, would some of that money not be availab l e if a 
facility i s built in Inuvik and some of those courses are offered there, or 
would you put a preference for having those courses offered in Inuvik rather 
than going out in the field and offering them there if you spend all your money 
on facilities? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 
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HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, the proposed money to be spent in upgrading 
the Inuvik high school to offer more vocational-type programs, at least at the 
moment, is for high sc hool st udents only, and in no way should affect the 
allocations that are availab l e to contribute to institutions like Tuk Tec h and 
other community based adu l t training programs. Those fund s come out of vocational 
education, and shou ld be considered separately from what i s happening in the 
in- sc hool program. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Ms Cournoyea. 

Vocational Tech nical Certificate Program In Inuvik 

MS COURNOYEA: In the sectio n on schools it ha s a vocational technical certificate 
program in Inuvik as we ll , with projected future spend ing s of $2,775,000. That 
is in additional funds to the Inuvik school, and see ms to indicate that the 
technical courses might be offered in Inuvik rather than out in the field. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pud luk ): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, yes, I would agree that at the high school 
lev e l , when we build, for examp l e, as we are proposing to bu ild in Inuvik, an 
automotive shop, fully equipped, and a general mechanics shop, where students 
can learn millwright, machini st and welding trades, indeed , the idea would be 
to locate the facility at the regional centre and make it available to high 
school students from al l over the region. 

The Member is correct in that assumption. I suppose the theory that we are 
operating on, the advice we have from my officials in th e region, at any rate, 
is that thes0 kinds of courses require equipment and faci li ties that you cannot 
just move around and transport from one community to another, and that economy 
require s that it be located in one location . That i s the essence of why we are 
spend ing these funds at the high school in Inuvik, because it is a regiona l 
high schoo l . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr . Mini ster . Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: In some parts of this program, Mr. Chairman, mayhe the Minister 
ca n indicate what people wou l d have to do to get their concerns across to you, 
if they feel dissatisfied that so much funding is generated to a centra l high 
schoo l in var i ous areas. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr . Cha irman , I guess the honourable Member i s doing 
that right now, expressi ng that concern. I guess this i s the political process 
at work . If communit i es in the Member's area are concerned that this facility 
should not be built in one place, but rather that vocat ion al training should 
take place on a commun ity by community basis, then this is the place to give 
that advice. I did receive an interdepartmental strategy to deal with Beaufort 
Sea development, called the Inuvik act ion plan, which was developed in the 
region and called for the implementation of the high school cert ificat e program 
as we now see it planned and proposed for the coming year. I und erstand there 
was involvement of the communities in the preparation of that plan . I did 
attend one meeting where commun ity representatives were present. 

Offering Adult Programs In Smal l er Communities 

It may well be that at le ast for adult training, we should take a very hard look 
at how we can offer adult programs in the sma ller communities. My own view is 
that in the imme diat e future, we can offer extens ion programs pretty we ll on 
demand, where there are enough numbers to warrant a course. I certain l y would 
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very much lik e to r es pond a nd off er a cour se on- s ite wh e r e it i s needed in a 
particular community . I suppo se we need more of the kind of thing that occurred 
with Tuk Tech. How eve r , in the case of Tuk Te c h, I think we we re a ble to take 
advantage of facili t ie s that wer e there becaus e of th e location of Dome, but in 
s om e of the s maller c ommuniti es, we do not ha ve thi s capital equipment . I gue ss 
that i s why it seem s logical to put it into the high s chool in Inuvik for high 
s chool s tudents, but I think we can r e spond to demand s for cour s es for adult s 
in the communities through the college program that we now have , and which I 
hop e to develop in a much more dec entralized fa s hion in the coming y e a rs . I 
hop e that provides some a s sistanc e to the Member, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr . Minister . Schoo l s, $42,579 , 000. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agr eed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : Agreed? Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Did I understand the Minister to say that in the cert ifi cate 
program, ther e wou l d be a health and socia l services component? If that was 
correct, co uld I just ask for a l ittle more detail on what types of things 
would be inc l uded in that program ? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Mr . Minister . 

Preparing People For Career s In The NW T 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, a lot of work has been done on the programs 
for the s e various courses, and I would just lik e to ask the Member if he cou ld 
give me unti l tomorrow to provide more detai l ed info rmation. I do not have 
with me here a detailed description of t he health and social services program; 
I can say, however, that the way the s e programs have been developed is using 
what i s described a s -- I hate th i s jargon, but I am going to have to repeat 
it -- "a competency profile ana l y s is format" . Now, what that means to me is 
that you have little boxes which show what skills the student has l earned over 
the course of three years . I have seen this approach with the business education 
course that is working very successfu ll y in Frobisher Bay. I think what it means 
is that you break down ·the ski ll s that a socia l worker has to have to be a soc i al 
worker in the Northwest Territories, or you break down the ski ll s that a health 
worker has to have, spread them over a three year period, check off the skills 
as they are acquired, and when a student goes to an emp loyer, he or she can 
show that -- I guess it would be ca ll ed a "pro file", and say, "Here is what I 
know." That i s what I wou ld be showing yo u if I had the detailed information. 
That is basically how I understand these courses have been drawn up, and may I 
say that these are territorial programs. This is our high school certificate 
in the Northwest Territor i es, based on our assessment of what peop le need to 
know in the jobs that are ava il able in the Territories. 

I have just been passed a note that the course is designed to give people at 
the high schoo l level basic training. I guess I should not have impli ed that 
they .are going to be a socia l worker when they graduate from grade 12 -- but 
ba s ic tra inin g toward that career. It would provide training in areas such 
as -- so that people can be prepared for careers suc h as child care workers, 
nursing assistants, community health care workers, or social workers, and further 
training is availab l e after high school . I sha ll try to give more details if 
the Member can give me a little more time . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Th ank you . Mr.MacQuarr i e . 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes . The l ast little bit of information that the Minister 
gave me was the type that I wanted, rather than a detail of ski ll s and so on; 
but I do have a coup l e of other quest i ons in that area, and I will save them 
if I can be on tomorrow when we dea l wi th this, Mr . Chairman . 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Th a nk yo u . What does this committee wi s h to do now? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Progre ss. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Progress? Mr. Noah. 

MR . NOAH : Mr. Chairman, I move that this committee report progress. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pud lu k): All tho se in favour? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Are there any oppo sed? The motion is carried. 

---Carr i ed 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr . Pud luk . 

REPORT OF THE COMMI TTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILL l- 82( 1), APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE , 
1982-83; 13TH REPORT OF TH E STANDING COMMIT TEE ON FINANCE 

MR. PUDLUK : Mr . Speaker, your committee ha s been considering Bill l- 82( 1) , and 
wis hes to report progre ss. Thank you . 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank y ou , Mr. Pudluk . I am in formed by the Clerk that we 
have everyb ody in attendance for the first time, and we wou l d lik e to get a 
group photo tomorrow, if possib l e, at the first coffee break tomorrow at 2:30 p.m . 
if everybody would be in attendance. Are there any announcements ? Mr. Clerk, 
announcements and orders of the da y . 

CLERK OF THE HOU SE (Mr . Remnant): 
9:30 a.m . tomorrow in Katimavik A. 
impact will meet in Katimavik A. 

ITEM NO. 14: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Yes, Mr. Speaker. Th e caucus will meet at 
At 12:00 noon , the specia l comm itt ee on 

Orders of the day, l : 00 p.m., Tue sday, February 16, 19 82. 

l . Prayer 

2. Replies to Commi ~s ioner's Address 

3. Oral Questions 

4 . Questions and Returns 

5. Petitions 

6 . Tabling of Documents 

7. Report s of Standing and Special Committees 

8 . Notices of Motion 

9. Notices of Mot ion for Fir st Reading of Bills 

10 . Motions 

ll. Introduction of Bills for Fir st Reading 
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12. Second Reading of Bills 

13. Co ns i deration in Committee of the Whole of Bi ll s, Recomme nd at ion s to the 
Leg i s l at ure a nd Other Matter s: Bil l l -82( 1 ); 13t h Report of the Sta ndin g 
Com mit tee on Finance 

14 . Orders of t he Day 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thi s House stands adjo ur ne d un t il l :00 p . m., 
February 16, 1982. 

-- - AD JOURNMENT 
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