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YELLOWKNIFE , NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

TUESDAY , FEBRUARY 16, 1982 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Appaqaq , Mr . Arlooktoo, Hon. George Braden , Hon . Tom Butters, Ms Cournoyea , 
Mr. Curley , Mr. Evaluarjuk, Mr. Fraser , Mr. Kilabuk, Mr. MacQuarrie, 
Hon . Arnold Mccallum, Mr . McLaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr . Noah , 
Hon . Dennis Patterson, Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Sayine, Mr. Sibbeston, Mrs . Sorensen , 
Hon . Don Stewart, Hon. Kane Tologanak, Hon. James Wah-Shee 

ITEM NO. l: PRAYER 

--- Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Tuesday , February the 16th . 
Mr. Curley. 

M~. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of privilege. Yesterday, I moved 
a motion with respect to postal service in Keewatin, and this morning CBC 
distorted the report by suggesting that I had stated that my request was to 
move the postal facilities either to Rankin Inlet, to Churchill, Manitoba, or 
Thompson , Manitoba . I did no t state that , and the report went on to state that 
the present Keewatin postal headquarters was Frobisher Bay . That is not at all 
true, and I would like to clarify that by giving the CBC a copy of the motion 
which actually states: I move that this Assembly recommend to the Canada Post 
Corporation to move its regional postal facilities and district office to 
Rankin Inlet, Northwest Territories , from Churchill or Thompson, Manitoba, as 
soon as time permits, without delay. That is where the present regional and 
district offices are for the Keewatin region. Thank you. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Curley. 

Item 2, replies to Commissioner's Address. 

Item 3, oral questions. 

Item 4, questions and returns. 

ITEM NO. 4: QUESTIONS _AND RETURNS 

Are there any returns? Mr. Braden. 

Return To Question 12-82(1): ___ !l_?.e Of Busine?-2 Licence By Households 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a return to oral Question 
12-82(1) asked by Mr. Arlooktoo on February 9th, 1982. It concerns business 
licences for lotteries . The response is to the question raised by Mr. Arlooktoo. 
Lottery licences are issued to religious or charitable organizations for 
non-profit religious or charitable purposes. Licensed businesses are not 
e ligible for the i ssue of lottery licence. On occasion, a charitable organization 
may rent a business premise for the purpose of holding a bingo; it is the 
char itable organization that has the lottery licence , not the business . Tnank you. 
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MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Returns. 

Item 5 on the orders of the day, petitions . 

Item 6 , tab lin g of documents . 

ITEM NO. 6: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Mr . Nerysoo . 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Mr . Speaker, I wish to table the fo ll owing document, 
Tabled Document 17-82(1 ) , Fish, Fur and Game for the Future , a summary of 
presentations and discussions from a conference sponsored by the Science 
Advisory Board of the Northwest Territories in Yellowknife, Northwest Territori e s , 
February 23rd to 25th, 1981 . A summary is included in Inuktitut . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Min i ster . Tabling of document s. 

Item 7, reports of stand in g and specia l committees . 

Item 8, notices of motion . 

ITEM NO. 8: NOTICES OF MOTION 

Mr. McLaughl in . 

Notice Of Motion 23-82( 1 ): Increase In Membership Of The Pub l ic Utilitie s Board 

MR . McLAUGH LIN : Thank you, Mr. Speaker . I would li ke to give notice that on 
Thursday , February 18th, I will be presenting the following motion: That the 
Executive Comm i ttee Member responsible for the Public Utilities Board undertake 
to increase the membership of that board so that it might better serv e the 
varied interests of the residents of the Northwest Territories. 

---App l ause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Notices of motion . Mr . Cur l ey . 

Notice Of Motion 24-82( 1) : Responsibility For Departments Of Personnel, 
Public Works And Regional Operat _i _o_n_s __________________ _ 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I give notice that on Thursday, February 18, 1982 , 
I will move the following motion: Now therefore I move, seconded by the 
Member for Mackenzie Liard , that this House support the immediate assumption 
by e l ected Executive Members of respons ibiliti es for the Departments of 
Public Works , Personnel, and regiona l operations. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear'. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Curley. Notices of motion . 

Item 9, notices of motion for first reading of bills. 

ITEM NO . 9: NOTICES OF MOTION FOR FIRST READING OF BILLS 

Mr. Butters. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 6-82( 1) : Petroleum Products 
Tax Ordinance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker , I give notice that on Thursday, February the 18th, 
1982, · I sha ll mov e that Bill 6 - 82( 1) , An Ordinance to Amend the Petroleum 
Products Tax Ordinance, be read for the first t im e. 
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Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 7-82(1 ): Tobacco Tax Ordinance 

While I am on my feet, I would like to give notice, Mr . Speaker , that on 
Thursday, February 18th , 1982, I shall move that Bi ll 7-82(1 ) , An Ordinance 
to Amend the Tobacco Ta x Ordinance, be read for the first t i me . 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr . Butters. Notices of motion for first reading 
of bills. 

Item 10, motions . 

ITEM NO . 10: MOTIONS 

Motion 7-82(1 ) . Mr. Sibbeston . 

MR . SIBBESTON: Mr . Speaker, I wou l d like to delay dealing with thi s motion 
until tomorrow . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. Motion 12-82(1). Mr. Nerysoo . 

Motion 12-82( 1): Tablei_Do _cument 9- 82(1) To Committee Of The \✓ hole, Carried 

HON . RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes , Mr. Speaker. 

I MOVE that Tabled Document 9-82(1), Energy Strategy for the Northwest 
Territories , 1980-2000, be moved into committee of the whole for discussion 
at a time to be set by ~r. Speaker . Th e mot i on is seconded by the 
honourab l e Memb e r for Inuv i k. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr . Wah-Shee. 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question being cal l ed. Al l those in favour? Oppos e d, if any? 
The motion is carr i ed . 

---Carried 

Mot i on 16-82(1). Mrs . Soren s en. 

Motion 16-82(1) : Feasibilit y Of I ~ t ~ ndi_ng The Al berta Power Grid 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

WHEREAS Alb erta Power Corporation generates and distributes diesel 
generated power in Hay Ri ver; 

AND WHEREAS consumers in the Yellowknife - Rae NCPC system ca n no l onger 
afford the skyrocketing power rates and have no c hoice but to look for 
alternatives ; 

AND WHEREAS the Al berta Power Corporat i on has indicated, in press reports 
and i n a recent public hearing held by a subcommittee of the standing 
comm i ttee on Ind i an a ffairs and northern deve l opment that i t would be 
in terested in the generat i on and transmission of power in other parts of 
the NW T; 

AND WHEREAS the Al berta Power Corporation gr i d extends as far as High Level, 
Alberta, and could under certa in conditions, be extended int o the NWT ; 

NOW THERE FO RE, be it resolved that this Legislature stro ng l y recommend that 
the Executive Committee discuss wi th Al berta Power Corporation t he 
feasibi li ty of extendin ~ the Al berta Power gr id into the southern Mackenzie 
region, including the Rae-Yel lo wknife district. 
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Mr. Speaker, my motion i s seconded by Mr. MacQuarrie , the MLA for Ye llo wkn if e 
Centre. 

MR. SPEAKER: Th ank you, Mrs. Sorensen. Your motion is in order. Proceed, please. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Mr. Speaker, the time has come to ser i ously look at alternatives 
to the Northern Canada Power Commission, but when one begins to look around, 
Mr. Speaker, for a l ternatives, one begins to real i ze that there is no easy 
answer to the high cost of power in the Northwest Territories, and certa inl y 
Mr. Braden and I discussed that with our constituents last even in g at a 
constituency meeting in Ye llo wknife. Ho wever, in a few short years, there will 
be, Mr. Speaker, a pipeline carrying crude r ight past our doorsteps -- literal l y 
past our doorsteps -- even as we pay perhaps as high as 20 to 30 cents, perhaps 
even higher, per kilowatt hou r for such things as lighting our homes and 
generat ing our power. I t is because that crude wi ll be l eaving the NWT that I 
say northerners are comp l etely justified in asking for and receiving assistance 
as a type of trade-off for the cost of li ving , particularly for our fuel and 
power costs. It makes no sense to me, nor serves no sense of fair play or 
justice to see that crude leave the Territories, even as the qeneral pub li c and 
our business sector is going bankrupt. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we have ca ll ed for a rate in crease freeze, and by now I hope 
that t he Commissioner has drafted a letter which shou ld be sent to the Minister 
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, a l erting him that this Legislature 
feels quite strongly about the necessity for such a freeze. We have measures 
wit hin Government Serv i ces whereby individuals and businesses can obtain grants 
to explore alternative forms of energy such as solar, battery, win d, propane, 
and gas alternatives, and we plan later in this session to discus s certain 
tax concessions or in cent i ves in order to help offset some of the costs of energy. 
As I said, we shall be debating that l ater in the session, however Mr. Speaker, 
I think you will agree with me that that is not enough. We have to lo ok beyond 
NCPC, and I think the time has come to do so now. 

Competition May Give Us A Better Deal 

We in the low er Mackenzie have an opportunity here at the very least to explore 
the possibility of tying into the Alberta Power gr i d system. As I sa id in the 
preamb l e to my motion, the grid comes as far as High Level, which I believe 
is about 80 miles south of the NWT border, and I think we should look at it now. 
I do not propose that we should sku lk around and hide the fact that we plan on 
doing so from NCPC. There is no reason not to in vo l ve the corporation in these 
discussions. I think Mr. Jam es Smith, the c ha irm an of the NCPC board, has to 
be worried about the rising costs of producing power, even hydro power. Surely 
if there is a way that NCPC and the Alberta Power Corporation cou ld strike a 
deal -- one that might contr ibute to a lowering of power rates -- I think we 
will all agree that it should be at least explored . 

Now, there are those, Mr. Speaker, who will say that NCPC will never give up 
its monopoly, will never agree to chopping up its responsibilities . Now, 
that might be so; however, the real decision maker in the business of power 
generation and distribution is not NCPC, it i s not the board, it is not 
James Smith, the chairman, but rather it is the Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development and the federal cabinet. Surely, the Minister of Indian 
Affairs would be willing to exp lo re alternatives with our government and with 
NCPC and will, assuredly, hope to keep an open mind in this s i tuation. 

At the Penner inquiry hearing s la st summer, Mr. Speaker, Alberta Power Corporation 
made it quite c lear that they wanted to be given the opportunity to offer 
alternatives tc northerners and in recent int erv iew s on CJCD the corporat ion 
spokesman said that they wanted and were waiting -- literally waiting for an 
invitation to come North and to have a look -- with no commitments, assured ly 
so -- but to hav e a look. When asked at the Penner inquiry if they would consider 
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looking at communities perhaps in the Eastern Arctic , communi t ies tha t are now 
under diesel generation power , they even indicated that they would be willing 
to go in and look at those communities with a view t o perhaps offering an 
alte r native t o NCPC . 

Mr . Speaker , I am not suggesting that we th r ow all our business at the Alberta 
Power Corporation . I do not even know whether it is feasible to do so and tha t 
is really what this motion is all about. I th i nk , however , that we need to 
know if any othe r company can give us a better deal in the North. That is what 
we ca ·11 competition and I think that this motion is merely giving another company 
an opportunity t o come in and talk with us about generation of power . I 
ask that Members support this mo t ion and that the Executive Committee support 
it as well . Thank you , Mr. Speaker . 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you , Mr s. Sorensen. As seconder , Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR . MacQUARRIE : Yes , I would like to briefly make some comments in support of 
the motion, Mr. Speaker. As a Member of this Assembly , certainly in recent 
weeks I have been presented by some of my constituents with sample power bills 
that are really shocking and e xorbitant. There is no doubt that many ordinary 
people and small businessmen are being sorely pressed by the rapidly rising 
power rates particularly this year , because of the low water surcharge raising 
the rate to more than 11 cents a kilowatt hour , and because we have had such a cold 
winte r - - a prolonged period of cold that meant that a great many people have 
used much more power than they might have in other winters -- because of that 
situation , I really believe t hat we must explore all the alte r natives that are 
available . I feel we would be negligent as a government if we did not do so. 

Alternative Should Be Explo r ed 

This is anothe r alternative. As the honourable Member for Yellowknife South 
said , we do not know whether it is one that would be an answer , but at least it 
is a possible answer and so it should be explored. We may know a little bit 
more about whether it would be a successful answer when the Minister for Justice 
and Public Services returns with information that compares the rate structure 
in the Alberta Power Corporation jurisdiction in the Northwest Territories -
with NCPC rates in adjacent areas. At any rate , the motion does not call for 
binding action . It calls for initiating discussions and , therefore , since 
Members yesterday supported the motion calling on a freeze on power rates until 
the NCPC subcommittee of the standing committee on Indian affairs and northern 
development brings down its report , I would hope that all Members would also 
find it possible to support this motion as well. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you. To the motion. Mr . Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Speaker , would the Membe r who just spoke permit a question 
from the floor? If it is possible , sir , I would like to have him indicate to 
the House just the amount of the bills that were made known to him by his 
constituents. Just what are they paying for power per month at the present time 
in Yellowknife? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters , I am going to let you get away with that once, but 
you know that that is no t allowed in a motion. Mr. MacQuarrie, if you have the 
answer , because it is of such impor t ance to the people of the Northwest 
Territories , I will allow i t . 

MR . MacQUARRIE: I do not have those figu r es here with me , but I can simply say 
tha t it is 11 . 4 cents per kilowatt hour and , of course , in various homes there 
is a difference in the amount that is used , but many people are paying $150 , 
$175 in one pay period -- and some beyond that -- for their power. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you . To the motion . Mr. Curley. 
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MR. CURLEY : Mr . Speaker , I would like to a s k the mov e r of the motion a que s tion , 
to c larify her motion . I wonder if she could indicate to the House what type 
of differences there are in terms of power rate s, because I am afraid that if 
we are not careful we might be introducing Alberta' s power base to the 
Territories? 

MR. SPEAKER: The rules of the House are if the mover s peaks it clo ses debate , 
so I think probably she can answer that que s tion on her summation . To the 
motion. Mr. Braden. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you , Mr. Speaker. I would ju s t like to briefly s peak 
in support of the motion . I appreciate that there are some of us in the House 
whose philosophical bent is to encourage free enterprise and development of the 
private sector and it is nice to see Mrs. Sorensen speaking to that point. 
Perhaps with an enhanced presence of Alberta Power we could produce the necessary 
competition to force the federal crown corporation to deal with people of the 
Northwest Territories on a much fairer basis. I will be meeting with the 
vice-president of Alberta Power ne xt week and I will raise the issue with him. 
Thank you . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister. To the motion . 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question . 

Motion 16-82(1), Carried 

MR . SPEAKER : Question being called. All those in favour? Opposed? The motion 
is carried. 

---Carried 

Motion 17- 82(1). Mr. Noah. 

Motion 17-82(1 ): Funding To Co-operative Associations 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr . Speaker. 

WHEREAS in certain areas of the NWT the existing renewable resources are 
underutilized; 

AND WHEREAS unemployment is a serious problem in many NWT communities; 

AND WHEREAS the co-operative associations in the communities could assist 
in solving the problems of 11nemployment; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move that this Legislative Assembly recommend to the 
Executive Committee that it consider the inclusion of an amount in the 
1983-84 appropriations to fund co-operative associations in the communities 
to enable them to employ local native people as hunters and fishermen to 
utilize the existing renewable resources. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your motion is in order, Mr. Noah. Proceed. 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The uneducated people in the 
communities are lacking a lot of jobs and they are receiving unemployment 
insurance . The people who are hunting are having a lot of hardship -- the people 
who are uneducated -- and I wish to help these people and have the government 
help them . They are having problems with the high cost of living -- clothing, 
gas, etc. I have seen problems that have arisen and these people can be helped. 
I wish to have support from the Legislative Assembly on the motion that I have 
made . Thank you. 
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MR . SPEAKER: Th ank you, Mr. Noah. Would you give us your seconder on that 
motion , pl ease? Mr. Curley, as seco nder of the motion, you hav e the floor . 

MR. CURLEY: No thanks. 

MR. SPEAK ER : You do not wish to speak at this time, Mr . Curley? 

MR. CURLEY : No. 

MR. SPEAKER : To the motion. Mr . MacQuarrie . 

MR . MacQUARRIE : Yes, Mr. Speaker . I would lik e very much to spend a coup l e of 
minutes s pe a king in s upport of thi s motion because, as I said a few days ago 
when Mr. Noah hint e d that he was int erested in introducing something like this 
to the Assembly, I stated then that it was in some ways s imil ar to suggest ion s 
I made la st year with regard to food produ ct ion co-operatives being estab li s hed. 
The re is some relationship between these ide as and I feel that if I cannot 
se e accomplished precisely what I want, then I certainly will sett l e for secon d 
best and support a partial measure, at least, because I feel that this would 
be an impor tant beginning toward the kind of thing that I envision. I really 
believe that with determination and imagination s ubdi vi s ion s of co-operat ive s 
in a number of commu nities in the Northwest Territories could employ four or 
five people for considerable periods of time each year ... 

SOME HON. MEMBER: And perhaps give Mr. Curley so me profitable employment 
in stea d of what he is doing now. 

--- Laughter 

MR. CURLEY: Are you running for office? 

Food Production Capability _Unde r utilized 

MR. MacQUARRIE: This could provide a small amount of employment in the matter 
of food production for local use and I believe , along with Mr. Noah, that these 
efforts could begin with traditional pursuits of hunting and fishing, using the 
employment of a few people to provide that kind of food to others in a 
community. Person a lly , while I s upport that extent, I would not feel that the 
efforts were finally concluded until that effort was gradually expanded with 
advice and support from institution s such as the Science Advisory Board, from 
various univer s iti es across the co untry, from the Department of Manpower, the 
Department of Agriculture -- with that kind of advice and support and using 
the latest knowledge that i s available with respect to the recovery of waste 
heat, hydroponics and so on, so that the effort would finally include food 
production in non-traditional areas as well. I would hope that that gradual 
expansion would be made. 

Mr. Noah's motion refers to the underutilization of non-renewable resources and 
I absolutely agree that that is the case in the Territories. Particularly 
when I note the kind of efficient food production that is common in a place like 
Japan, I can only believe that we are nowher e near to achieving a maximum 
capability in providing food for ourselves in the North. While efforts in that 
direction may not mean lower prices neces sar il y, I think that the matter of 
local employment, the matter of self-s uffi c i ency and the matter of immediat ely 
available nourishing foods i s very important and something well to be considered. 

MR. SPEAKER: Th a nk you, Mr. MacQuarrie. To the motion. Mr. Sibbeston. 

Amendment To Motion l7-8 2LlJ 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, would like to make an amendment. In the third 
line from the bottom , where it says "to fund co-operative associations", I wish 
to add "hunters' and trappers' associations or band councils". 
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MR. SPEAKER: Is there a sec onder to the mot i on? Mr. McLaughlin. I understand 
that t he motion as amended now reads : Now therefore I move that this 
Leg i slative Assembly recommend to the Executive Com mi ttee that it cons i der the 
inc lu sion of an amount in the 1983-84 appropriations to fund co-operative 
assoc i ations, hunter s ' and trappers ' associations, or band cou nci l s in t he 
commun i ties to enab l e them to emp l oy l ocal native people as hunter s and fishermen 
to utili ze the existing renewab l e resources. Is that correct? That is as 
amended. To the motion as amended . Mr. Evaluarjuk. 

MR . EVALUARJUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want to ask a question 
regarding the amendment. Maybe there is no co-op in your community . Maybe 
they only hav e hunt ers' and trappers' associations . There are a lot of co-ops 
in the Western Arctic. If it is regarding co-ops, I fully support the motion , 
and I would like some clarification as to your amendment. I want to know 
whether there is a co-op or not in your community . Th ank you . 

MR. SPEAKER: To the amendment. Mr. Pudluk. 

MR . PUDLUK : (Trans l ation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am supporting the amendment 
to the motion. In my constituency, there are some communities that have no 
co-ops, and the l ocal hunters' and trappers ' associations I fully support 
Mr. Sibbeston's amendment because so me of the communities do not have co-ops 
in my constituency. Th ank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the amendment. Mr. Sib beston, do you wish to c l ose debate on 
your amendment? 

MR . SIBBESTON: (Translation) I am going to say it in Slavey . The reason why 
I want to put hun ters and trappers and band counci l s in the motion is because 
some of the communit i es in the Northwest Territories do not have co-ops. That 
i s the on l y reason why . What Mr. Noah sa id i s if nat iv es are out hunting like 
that, they want to get paid. A l ot of natives in the Northwest Territories 
would probably li ke that. In some of the comm uni ties of the Northwest 
Territories, they have hunters' and trappers' associat ion s but t hey do not have 
band counci l s. 

Amendment To Motion l J - 82( 1_), Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Th ank you, Mr. Sibbesto n . To the amendment. All those in favour? 
Opposed? Th e amendment i s carried. 

---Carried 

Motion 17- 82( 1) , Carried As Amended 

To the motion as amended. All those in favour? Opposed? The motion is carried 
as amended. 

---Carr ied 

I under sta nd that we have a request from Mr. Wah-Shee to have unanimous consent 
to deal with Motion 22-82( 1) . Are there any nays? Do we have unanimou s consent? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: ·Agreed. 

--- Agreed 

MR. SP EAKER: Proceed, Mr. Wah-Shee. 
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Motion 22-82(1): Constitutional Alliance 

HON . JAMES WAH -S HEE : Mr . Chairman, I would like to read out the motion . The 
motion read s: 

WHEREA S within the life of this Ninth As se mbly there shall be major 
initiatives by Inuit Tapirisat of Canada , Dene Nation , the Metis Association 
of the Northwest Territorie s, Committee for Original Peoples Entitlement , 
and the Legislative As se mbly to reform the constitutional, political and 
a dmini strat ive arrangements within the Northwest Territories and between 
the Northwest Territorie s a nd the federal government ; 

AND WHEREAS, ua sed on th e principle that constitutional chunge for the 
Northwest Territories s hould originate in the Northwest Territories , a 
constitutional alliance has been formed ; 

AND WHEREAS the formation of the constitutional alliance represents the 
expression of the will and determination of the majority of each of the 
members of the alliance that initiative s for political and constitutional 
change must not be impeded by preconceived policie s or initiative s 
adopted either publicly or privately by the federal government ; 

AND WHEREAS the constitutional alliance will seek full support of the 
Legislative Assembly and major native organization s and shall be appointed 
by and represent equally each of the following: the Legislative Assembly 
of the Northwe st Territories ; the Committee for Original Peoples 
Entitlement ; Inuit Tapirisat of Canada ; the Meti s Association of the 
Northwest Territories; the Dene Nation ; 

NOW THEREFORE , I move that this Assembly expre ss its support for the 
constitutional alliance in pursuing the following objectives: 

a) Invite full public participation and debate in all parts of the 
Northwest T~rritories in the process of constitutional reform; 
b) Provide a forum and a means to assist members of the constitutional 
alliance in areas of common interest; 
c) Initiate the development of common positions and negotiate constitutional 
reform with the federal government ; 
d) Initiate political and administrative reform within the Northwest 
Territories where the jurisdiction rests with the Northwest Territories Act . 

Mr . Speaker, as Members are aware, I had the occasion to meet with the native 
organizations indicated in the motion , in line with the mandate that I have 
been given by this House under the sessional paper which was tabled in the past, 
which has given me the mandate to meet with the native organizations, to find 
out ways and means ... 

MR. SPEAKER: Just one moment , please, Mr. Wah-Shee . We need a seconder for 
your motion, please. And then would you like to know whether your motion is in 
order or out or order? 

HON . JAMES WAH-SHEE: Right . 

MR. SPEAKER: Do I have a seconder for this motion? Mr. Sibbeston. All right, 
Mr . Wah-Shee, your motion i s in order if you consider that we can have full 
public participation in a debate without spending any money. The assumption 
must be there that you are not going to . Proceed. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

Expressing Wishes Of Native Organizations 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to indicate that 
I had the occasion to meet with the major nati ve organizations. The general 
idea was to come up with an arrangement whereby we can deal with the whole 
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question of constitutional development in the Northwest Territories . As Members 
are aware, we Members of this House have already agreed to the idea that the 
native organizations should be given the opportunity to participate in the 
question of constitutional development. I think from the point of view of 
the native organizations, they feel that in dealing with the question of 
constitutional development that it is not necessarily only the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the Legislature nor the Government of the Northwest Territories, 
when dealing with the constitutional development question of the Northwest 
Territories. The native organizations have expressed that they also wish to 
participate in the question of constitutional development, so this idea that 
I am bringing forward at this time is on behalf of the native organizations 
that some arrangement has to be made whereby the representatives of the 
Legislative Assembly and the native organizations should come together to have 
a co-operative arrangement in dealing with the complex question of constitutional 
development. If there are any questions regarding the motion, Mr. Speaker , 
I would be more than pleased to answer . 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Minister. As seconder, Mr . Sibbeston. 

MR . SIBBESTON: (Translation) I would like to say that I am in favour of 
Mr. Wah-Shee's motion and will be so voting. James Wah-Shee is in charge of 
aboriginal rights and the constitution. Last Saturday there was a meeting 
with the Dene Nation and I am -- I am one hundred per cent behind James Wah-Shee. 
(Translation ends) 

Federal Government Does Not Wish To Deal Solely With Native Groups 

I just want to further elaborate, Mr. Speaker, to give reasons why I support 
Mr. Wah-Shee. As Members know, constitutional changes are much discussed and 
debated in the North these days. The aboriginal rights groups, various of 
them -- COPE, of course, is through its aboriginal rights negotiations trying 
to effect constitutional changes, and in their case are suggesting one. I know 
the ITC, when their negotiations began, attempted to deal with Nunavut . I know 
the Dene Nation and the Metis Association, when they began negotiating aboriginal 
rights, attempted to deal with constitutional changes. However, all of these 
attempts by the native groups thus far have met with a certain amount of 
resistance, the government saying that these organizations could not, in fact, 
deal with constitutional changes. More recently in January this Assembly, 
through its constitutional development committee had a constitutional 
conference which was very successful in getting all people of the Western 
Arctic together to begin discussion. 

However, it has become very clear to me that on the one hand, the federal 
government does not want to deal solely with the aboriginal groups. The 
constitutional conference that we had was very large and it will take 15, 20, 
or 30 years for that committee to function and get consensus. It is a very 
clumsy type of arrangement. So I have come to the conclusion that an alliance 
is the answer for the major native organizations that have aboriginal rights 
in the North and this Legislative Assembly, as the representative of all people 
in the North. I have come to the conclusion that an alliance between all 
these parties is the solution to dealing with constitutional changes in the 
North. 

I commend Mr. Wah-Shee for taking the initiative he has in trying to get 
agreement with the native organizations, and I will support this motion 
wholeheartedly. I appreciate some Members will ask what will come of this 
constitutional development committee. From my own little perspective, I am just 
the chairman of it. Other Members have greater say, in a sense, in the 
functions of the committee, but in my view, the constitutional committee can 
still play a very important part. It can go through with the suggestion that 
was made at the conference to set up a committee to deal with providing 
information to communities, providing public discussion. It can have a function 
in holding a conference again at some time where all of the issues that have 
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been started to be discussed can be continued to be discussed. At that 
const itution a l conference that co uld be held in the future, the major a lli ances, 
the major members of the alliance can al l be there and participate . 

In respect of the municipalities, I feel that they have a n important part to 
play in constitut ion a l discussions in the North, but solely in the area of 
municipal matters. So I wholeheartedly support the alliance that is proposed 
to be formed, and encourage Assembly Members to support it also. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. I sha ll just take this opportunity 
to recognize a group in the gallery . I understand that they will be leaving 
very short l y. Would you just withhold yo ur welcome until I have comp l eted 
the introductions? His Worship Mayor Mike Ballantyne of Yellowknife; 
Mr. Roy Megarry, publisher of the Globe and Mail; Richard Doyle, editor-in-chief 
of the Globe and Mail; and Bryan Johnson, feature writer of the Globe and Mail. 
Gentlemen, would you stand, please? 

---Applause 

Thank you. Mr. MacQuarrie, I believe. 

Motion To Refer Motion 22-82(1) To Committee Of The Whole 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Mr. Speaker, I move that this motion be referred to committee 
of the whole for discussion on a day to be set by the Speaker, but so metime 
after the Minister for Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional Development tables 
his report following the February 22nd meeting. 

MR. SPEAKER : I have a motion on the floor. Is there a seconder? Mrs. Sorensen. 
Would you make a copy of your motion available to the Clerk? The motion to 
refer reads as follows: I move that this motion be referred to committee of 
the whole for discussion on a day to be set by the Speaker, but sometime 
after the Minister for Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional Development tables 
his report following the Febr uary 22nd meeting. The motion has been moved and 
duly seco nded. It i s in order. Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR . MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is a complex motion. There are 
four clauses in the resolution, each of them with a variety of. implications, 
and that certainly means that it is the kind of motion where many questions 
would be asked and answers sought, and in a formal session it i s just too 
difficult to hav e that kind of interplay. So I would hope for that reason 
that Members wou l d agree that it shou ld be referred to committee of the whole. 

Second ly, I feel that it is a little premature to deal with the motion right 
now because the process i s not complete. In other words, it is most unusual 
to debate a motion that has arisen out of a conference for which many Members 
had no notice that it was taking place, and from which there has been no 
official report. The honourable Minister did reply to a question I asked the 
other day, but in that reply he said that he would be tabling a report following 
another meeting that was comi ng on February 22nd, and so it seems to me 
certainly to be premature to debate a motion before we have heard that report 
and had the benefit of knowing precisely what occurred at the meetings, what 
positions this government took, and so on . Of course, we also have not had 
a report from the constitutional development committee yet, either, and it 
seems to me that we would want to have suc h a report in this Hou se before 
committ ing ourselves to something such as this motion calls upon us to do. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mrs. Sorensen, as seco nder . 

Subcommittee Established From Constitutional Conference ---- --- ---------- -- -------- -------

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I shall not repeat what Mr. MacQuarrie 
sa id , but I would like to re-emphasize the fact that I believe it i s very 
important that we hear from Mr. Sibbe ston's specia l committee on the constitution 
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-- the Northwest Territories constitution -- I was in attendance at that meeting . 
There was a subcomm i ttee estab li shed at that conference to look at a proce ss 
for discussion and negotiation of constitutiona l development in th e Northwest 
Territories . Now I see that we have another new group being formed ca ll ed 
the constitutional al li ance, which is a l so talking about a proce ss . Therefore , 
I think it is imp ortant that we, in committee of the whole, discuss the 
contradiction that I see deve loping here. It will provid e for much freer 
debate and some of the questions that are outstanding can be answered by th e 
Minist e r of Aboriginal Rights and Constitutio nal Development , and by the 
c ha i rman of our constitutiona l committee. Thank you, Mr . Speaker. 

MR . SPEAKER : To the motion to refer. Mr. Sibbeston . 

MR . SIBBESTON: Mr . Speaker, I do not s upport the motion to refer . I see it 
as an attempt to de l ay deci s ion in this matter. I ju st think that if there 
are certain thing s that are uncertain , Mr . Wah- Shee , I am sure could answer 
a lot of the que st ions as they are raised by Member s when they dea l with the 
s ubstance of the motion . I feel that the basis or the rea s ons why the 
co nstitutiona l a lli ance should be dealt with now are clear l y set out , so I 
support the idea that we make a decision on the const itutional alliance today 
and not refer to a date very unce rta in. So I oppose th e motion to refer. 

MR . SPEAKER : Th ank you. To the motion to refer. Mr. Curley. 

MR . CURLEY : Mr. Speaker, I do not support the motion either . We have had two 
and a half years to deal with the constitutio nal development of the Northwest 
Territorie s . Any further attempts these days to refer motions in the Hou se 
is really playing with the -- and filibustering ... 

MRS. SORENSEN: Shame, shame'. 

MR. CURLEY: ... as far as political development is co nc erned, so I would 
suggest that anybody who wants to continue to defer on political development 
through this Assembly shou ld resign from the House and do the kinds of things 
that they s hould be doing outside of this c hamber. So I will not support the 
motion . 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion to refer, please. Order. Mr. Wah-Shee. 

Tabling Of Future Propo sa l Would En ab l e Debate In Committee 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, I cannot support the motion. At this time, 
the motion that I have put forward is to ask this House to give their support 
to the concept of establishing a working relationship between the representatives 
of this Assembly and the native organizations. I feel that once a proposal 
has been worked out between myself and the nati ve organizations, what I int e nd 
to do i s table the proposal which can be debated in committee of the whole . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. To the motion to refer. Mr. McLaughlin. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Just a point of clarification if I could, Mr. Speaker. If the 
mover of the initial motion could indicate , in part a) where it says, "invite 
full public participation and debate in all parts of the NWT in the process of 
constitutional reform;" ... 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. McLaughlin, we have enough confusion here now. 
with the motion to refer and you can bring up your point later. 
to refer. 

We will deal 
To the motion 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Point of order , Mr . Speaker . What I am trying to find out is 
what the motion means, because if it means what I think it does in a) ... 

MR. CURLEY: Read it. 
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MR. McLAUGHLIN : ... then I need an answer on this . Does a) include a proposal 
of having Mr . Sibbeston's committee meet? Is that part of what they cal l .. . 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. McLaughlin, we are debating a referral motion and yo u must 
stay within the confines of that . Now, in asking questions relative to the 
original motion , it i s not in order. 

MR . McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr . Speaker, for clarifying my position . To the motion 
to refer then, Mr . Speaker, I will hav e to vote in favour of the motion to 
refer unless somebody ca n indicate to me that Mr . Sibbeston's committee will 
be involved in what they call "full public participation" . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLaughlin. That was not so difficult after a ll , 
was it? 

--- Laughter 

To the motion to refer. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPE AKER : Question being called. Do you wish to close the debate? Go 
ahead, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

Commitment Will Already Have Been Made 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, just a couple of points. The first i s to reject the idea 
that this motion is simply a matter of trying to delay constitutional development . 
That is , with respect, a ridiculous suggestion. I know that the honourable 
Member himself may from time to time use that device if he wishes to delay, 
but on the other hand accuses others, who want sincere examination of a very 
serious question, of that type of tactic when it i s not true at all. The second 
point that I want to raise i s that it would be ridiculous to say that we will 
have full advantage of debating a report that comes in two weeks from now or 
something like that . When a decision and a commitment has already been made, 
what is the point of discussing it at that time? So, I do urge Membeis to 
refer it to committee, where it can be discussed thoroughly and properly. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the question. All those in favour of the motion 
to refer? 

MRS. SORENSEN: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mrs . Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: A recorded vote. 

MR. SPEAKER: A recorded vote. All those in favour of the motion to refer, 
please stand. 

MR. CURLEY: Feel better? 

MRS. SORENSEN: We look after the people we represe nt. 

MR. CURLEY: Me too Lynda . 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Remnant): Mr. McLaughlin, Mrs. Sorensen, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. SPEAKER: All those opposed to the motion, please stand. 



- 439 -

CLERK OF TH E HOUSE (Mr. Remnant): Mr . Evaluarjuk, Mr . Arlooktoo, Mr. Patterson, 
Mr . Pudluk , Mr. Tologan ak, Ms Cournoyea, Mr. Curley, Mr. Noah, Mr . Sibb eston, 
Mr. Sayine, Mr. Mccallum , Mr. Wah-Shee, Mr . Braden, Mr. Butters a nd Mr . Nerysoo . 

MR. SPEAKER : Abstentions. 

CLERK OF THE HOU SE (Mr. Remnant): Mr. Kil ab uk , Mr. Appaqaq, Mr . Fraser. 

Motion To Refer Motion 22-82( 1) To Committee Of Th e Whole, Defeated 

MR. SPE AKER: Th e motion has been de feated . 

--- Defeated 

To the motion. We are ba c k now on t he contents of Motion 22-82( 1) . To the 
motion . Mr . MacQuarrie . 

MR . MacQUARRIE : Thank y ou , Mr. Speaker. 

MR . CURLEY : Point of order, Mr . Speaker. 

Spea ker' s Ruling 

If . .. 

MR. SPEA KER: Mr. Cur ley, I recogn i ze yo ur point of order in that Mr. MacQuarrie 
did ask a question to refer . By way of precedent in this Hou se, we have 
allowed t hat on occasions. The rule i s not very c l ear, but ot her Members have 
been allowed to s peak to th e motion . Mr . MacQuarrie. 

MR. CURLEY: You are c hanging yo ur r ule s every time. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Th a nk you, Mr. Speak er. While I do see the nee d a nd a very 
great desirability for a common front in dealing with the federal government 
in the matte r of co ns titution a l development, a nd I am genuinely pl ease d to see 
that there i s part ial pro gress toward that goal in what i s happenin g ther e, 
how ever if this motion cannot be referred to co mmitt ee of the whole for more 
thorough discussion, then I cannot s upport it at this time. I do f in d the 
motion unquestionably premature because the meeting from which it arose, if it 
wa s not secre tive , and I do not say that it was, but it wa s certainly a surprise 
to a numbe r of Members . Personally -- and I am not s urpri se d at that; I am 
not apprized of a number of thing s, particular l y from the Executive Comm i ttee 
at time s, I guess -- but at any rate, personally I had no advance warning 
that there would be any such meeting at all, no know l e dge of the circumstances 
or purpose, and fir s t found out about it when ... 

MR. CURLEY: Where were you? 

MR. MacQUARRIE : . .. the Minister for Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional 
Development indicat e d that he would be excusing him se l f from the House for so me 
reason and at that time I did not even know what the reason was. 

Lack Of Knowledge Of Meeting And Report Thereof 

Now, I guess that it could be said that if I did not know there wa s a meeting, 
maybe that is my fau lt , but on the other hand , I dis c ov er that there are 
Members of the constitut ion a l deve lopment committee who did not know that there 
was such a meeting taking place . I discover that there were so me Member s of 
the Executive Committee who did not know that a meeting was taking place or what 
it was for and so that is rather s urpri s ing . Another concern that I have with 
respect to it and a rea so n why I ca nnot s upport it i s that there has not been 
a report . That is a mo st unu s ual procedure , that you are asked to make a 
decision on something and we wi ll tell you the detail s lat er. Th at i s an 
unacceptable way of doing bu s ine ss . We simply cannot e ffectively vote on a 
motion when we do not have the proper ben ef it of a report that would give us the 
ba s i s for ma king an int e lli gent deci s ion about it -- when we do not hav e the 
opportunity to discuss the report. 
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I am a l s o opposed to the motion then, becau s e I agree with the honour a bl e 
Member for Yellowknife South , that it doe s confu se the issue -- perhap s not in 
s ome people's mind s, but it ce rtainly confu s e s it for me . This Ass embly , 
through its constitutional development committee , had taken an initiative 
r e cently to ca ll a con s titutional conference a nd there was a committ e e s et up 
at that conference to look at the proces s and I understood that there was 
another ... 

MR . CURLEY : What about the East? What about the East? 

MR.MacQUARRIE : ... tha t there wa s another conference intended . The honourable 
Memb e r for Keewatin South as ks, "What about th e Ea s t?" That i s another 
confu s ing element in all of thi s. 

MR. CURLEY: They were not there . 

MR. MacQUARRIE: We were told very definitely by Me mbers from the Ea s t over the 
pa s t two years that they wou l d like to go their own way, that they had a 
certain purpose in mind and i t wo uld be resolved for them when they had the 
chance to vote on whether or not t here shou l d be a separate territory in the 
East . That l eft us in the lurch, with the necessity of trying to come to some 
conclusions about what would happen in the Western Arctic. In fact , in 
Frobi s her Bay a committee wa s set up specifically to look at constitutional 
development in the We s tern Arctic and al l of the Members, as I recall, from 
the Ea s t said, "That i s a great idea. Do not interfere in our bu s ines s ." So, 
it is confusing as to why now suddenly there is representation from the East 
by ... 

MR. CURLEY: You do not under s tand at all . 

MR . MacQUARRIE: 
is because I am 

--- Laughter 

That is just what I am saying, Mr. Curley, but I do not think it 
dull-witted .. . 

. . . I think, rather, Mr. Curley, because people are doing things beh ind c lo sed 
doors . It is absolutely unclear now where the initiatives that were taken by 
the constitutional development committee stand in r e lation to the initiatives 
that have been taken by the Minister for Aborig in al Ri ghts and Constitutional 
Development, since his initiative appear s at l east on the surface -- and that 
i s all I have to deal with. is superficial appearances, regrettably -- it 
appears on the surface to ignore and perhaps even work in contradiction to the 
initiatives that were taken by the constitut i onal development committee. 

MR. CUR LEY : He was there. 

Const i _tu ti o r1_ a l __ C_h an g e __ W i_t ho u t _ I n_t er fer enc e_ 0 f Non -Abo r jJi_ i n al Peoples 

MR. MacQUARRIE: A third very important rea s on to me is that when I l ook at 
representation on the con s titutiona l alliance, that representation is not even 
in the body of the motion where it might be amended and therefore appears to be 
intended as a fait a ccompli. When I look at that list -- the Legislative 
Assembly of the Northwe s t Territories, Committee for Origina l Peoples Entitlement, 
Inuit Tapirisat of Canada, the Metis Associ a tion of the NWT and the Dene 
Nation -- when I look at that list and again it is from surface appearances, 
but it is difficult to find anything in a more substantia l way, it appears 
that this is an attempt to effect constitutiona l change without what might be 
seen by some as the interference of non-aboriginal peoples and which, in fact, 
wou l d not be int erference at al l , but just a fundamental democratic right to 
participate in constitutional change. 
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This appears to be an effort to avoid delay talking about details so that some 
se mblance of a united front can be presented to the federal government. Well, 
I have sai d it before , but I will say it again, that while I would never accept 
constitutional development, constitutional change, without the direct 
participation of aboriginal peoples in the Northwest Territories, I am just as 
determined that I will never accept constitutional change in the Northwest 
Territories from which non-aborigin al people are excluded , because non-aborigin al 
people have legitimate interest in this part of Canada and certainly that 
include s an interest in fundamental constitutional development . I say that 
any attempt to do an end run , if that i s what this i s -- and, again, it ha s 
to be on superfic ial appearances, since I have not more s ub stantia l inform ation 
than that -- but any attempt to do an end run around the co ncern s of the people 
that I largely represent I say si mply will not succeed and in the final 
analysis, a short-sighted attempt in that direction will not succeed. It 
certainly will not achieve the kind of progres s that may be desired with the 
federal government . That attempt to sec ur e a fait accompli will only undermin e 
and delay the realization of the aim that all of us have in mind, which is 
greater control over our own live s and le ss control for the federal government 
in Ottawa. 

Interest s Of Non-Aboriginal Peoples Not Adequately Represented 

It i s not enough to say, as many Members have, that the interest s of non-aboriginal 
peoples will be adequately looked after by the Legi s lativ e Assembly of the 
Northwest Territories. One might as well have said that the int erests of the 
aboriginal minorities of Canada would adequately hav e been looked after by 
the Government of Canada down through the years, but those interests were not 
adequately looked after and that is why native associations were formed from 
one end of this country to the other . 

MR . SIBBESTON: You forgot the chamber of commerce. 

MR . MacQUARRIE: There is a native majority on this Assembly and rightly so. 
do not lament that at all. It is desirable because it reflect s the reality 
of the population in the Northwest Territories . 

---Applause 

So long as this situation obtains, there should be a native majority. So long 
as there is a native majority, I have no doubt whatsoever that a native 
person will be the Minister of Aboriginal Right s and Constitutional Development 
and that is as it should be as well. That person at the present moment is 
the Hon. Mr. Wah-Shee and I can say very sincerely that I respect both the 
abilities of Mr. Wah-Shee and good will from him toward non-aboriginal peoples. 
However, I still say that it is simply true that he cannot adequately 
represent the interests of non-aboriginal peoples, because he does not fully 
and directly share those interests. 

MR. CURLEY: Could you do a better job? 

MR. MacQUARRIE: If it is a legiti~ate argument that the Assembly can fully 
represent non-aboriginal interests because it represents everybody -- and that 
is the argument I know that at least Mr. Patterson has presented. He has 
insisted that that is the case. Well , if that is the case, that you do not 
need non-aboriginal participation because the Assembly represents them, then 
it is obvious that there is no further need for any other representation, 
because in that case the Assembly ... 

MR. CURLEY: Why do you not resign? 

MR. MacQUARRIE: .. . also represents Dene, Metis , Inuit; and so, if that is in 
fact true, then let the Assembly do it all. There is no need for any other 
cultural organizations to become involved. However, I know that letting the 
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Assembly do it all is not acceptable to native organizations who insist that 
there be specia l cultura l representation in addition to the representation 
of the Assembly. Well , I simply say that if that is the case for aboriginal 
people , it is absolute l y the case for non-aboriginal people as well . 

I hope , even if this motion should pass today, that those who are determined 
to move ahead in a united front, which I do support, wi l l not try further to 
leave out a significant portion of the popu l ation of these Territories 
because that attempt wou ld be detrimental to everybody, because , I say, it wi ll 
not succeed in the long run, and that would be most regrettable. 

MR. CURLEY: 
doom . 

It will succeed. It is not gloom and doom. It is not g l oom and 

MR. MacQUARRIE : So with that, Mr. Speaker, I say a~ain then , I must 
regretfully vote against this motion . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. The hour is 2:30. We shal l recess 
for coffee for 15 minutes. There wi ll be a photo taken at 2:30 in the 
Snowshoe Lounge wh i ch is just around the corner. The coffee, I understand, is 
there. That is for the group photo of the Legislative Assemb l y Members. The 
Assembly stands recessed for 15 minutes. 

---SHORT RECESS 



- 443 -

MR . SPEAKER: The Chair recognize s a quorum and call s the Ass embly back to order . 
We are dealing with Motion 22 - 82(1 ) . Our last speaker wa s Mr . MacQuarrie . To 
the motion. Mr . McCallum. 

Difficulty Determining Repre s entatives 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker, I would ju s t want to speak to the motion , 
but at the same time comment on some of the "whereas" clau s es . First and foremost , 
I would believe that it is a proper thing for this House to give the Minister 
its support in pursuing the means on trying to find the means by which a commom 
alliance of native organizations would come together to initiate a common position 
and define consensus. There will be others, of cours e , who will put forth 
positions and who would want to be part of the negotiation process for constitu
tional reform in the Territories -- not just the native organization s. I would 
agree that there should be full participation and public debate in all parts of 
the Territories in the process of constitutional reform . I would hope that the 
Minister would be able to bring about a consensus within the groups that he 
indicates will make up this alliance, in order to get a consen s us among them so 
that there can be a common front put forward. I wholeheartedly agree that any 
kind of constitutional or political change cannot be impeded by preconceived 
policies or initiatives adopted either publicly or privately by the federal 
government. I think we in the tlorthwest Territories -- and I s ay "we " because 
I mean all peoples in the Territories -- should be part of the change that will 
take place in regard to political and constitutional reform. 

I would have some concern as to the process by which this will take place. 
think that we may very well have a difficulty determining who will be our 
representatives in this alliance. However, I would wholeheartedly support the 
Minister attempting to meet with various groups , with various native organizations 
such as he has indicated will make up this alliance, to come together, to bring 
about a consensus of their positions; and not only to do that, but to involve 
as well this House in the kinds of negotiation for constitutional reform. If 
the Minister with this particular motion is to get that kind of mandate from 
this House to pursue that means, to meet with the people, I have no difficulty, 
because I have every confidence that the Minister will then take back to this 
House that common agreement among the many organizations, and then to bring it 
together with what this House will perceive to be its particular position on it. 

I would speak in favour of the motion, notwithstanding that I have some concerns 
about the process itself and about the extent -- one of the major concerns I 
would have is that there will be other concerns put forth as well but basically, 
Mr. Speaker, I would be in support of the motion. 

MR. S IBBESTON: Good, good! 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. To the motion. Mr. Butters . 

A Process Of Developing Consensus 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, if the process which the previous speaker has 
described is what will happen, then that is very admirable and should be very 
productive, that is that the result of any consensus or alliance is returned 
to this House, to this Assembly. Although the motion is in English, I have very 
great difficulty in understanding the meaning of the motion, and if you will 
just pause with me or take time with me to just listen to what the motion says ... 

MR. PUDLUK: 

---Laughter 

I have it in Inuktitut here, if you want it . 
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HON . TOM BUTTERS : Yes. The motion says "I move that this Ass embly ex press it s 
support for the constitutional all i ance in pur s uing the following objectives" . 
Now, the way that reads is that it is the constitutional alliance which will 
pursue the following objectiv es . The As sembly then would support the constitu 
tional alliance in inviting full public participation, providing a forum, 
initiating the development of common positions , and initiating political and 
administrative reform within the NWT. I sugge s t that the motion is improperly 
worded . I suggest that the drafter was really referring to the role of this 
House and thi s Assembly and not th e constitutional al li ance because I do not 
know where the alliance will find the means to develop this forum in all part s 
of the Northwe s t Territories. I find the motion extremely confusing , and I 
would like to be a s sured by the Minister that the intent is to move in the 
direction as descr ib ed by the Hon. Arnold McCallum, a process of developing 
consensus, which consensus wou l d be returned to this House for examination and 
ful l debate . But as it pre s ently reads, I am not just sure who i s doing what. 

MR . CURLEY: We will g i ve you a question mark, Tom. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Butt e rs. Mr. Mclaugh l in. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to speak in favour of 
the motion. I am definitely in favour of getting a process going by which all 
the people in the Northwest Territories can have an a llian ce . I said during 
my e l ection campaign and in this House on a few occasions that I think the 
federal government is the enemy of a ll of us , as to having an autonomous govern
ment or governments in the Northwest Territorie s . I would have lik ed to put 
the motion into committee of the whole to di s cuss it, but I am confident that 
Mr . Sibbeston will take the direction of the con s titutiona l conference held 
here and reconvene such a conference again. I am also confident that the 
Minister of Aborigina l Rights and Constitutional Development is definitely going 
to take into consideration in part a) to "invit e fu ll public participation", 
and he has a l so indicated to me that he wou l d accompany me to Pine Point to hold 
a public meeting and discuss constitutiona l development. So I am genera ll y 
confident that this is the right direction to take, a l though I wou ld have lik ed 
to have gone into committee of th e who l e with it. I would lik e to have this 
As s embly at some time discuss what our role wil l be in this alliance and how 
many people we shal l have involved in this alliance . .. 

MRS . SORENSEN: Do that before you agree to the alliance . 

Ml'l . McLAUGHLIN: . . . that is what I would li ke to work on. I think we ... 

MRS. SORENSEN : It is putting the cart before the horse. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: ... de la yed the process too lon~, and that some people, trying 
to be all things to all people . . . 

MRS. SORENSON: Like you? 

MR. McLAUGH LI N: ... are unable to perform. So I wou l d like to support the motion. 
Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion . 

MR. PUDLUK: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question being cal l ed. Mr. Patterson. 
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Minister Ne e ds Support Of As se mbly 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Just very briefly, Mr . Speak e r . I must s ay that I am 
getting fru s trat e d with the degree of s us picion and paranoi a and negativism that 
we keep hearing in this House . 

- - -Applause 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Hear , hear! 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Here our Minister of Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional 
Development who we elected to that position -- Mr . MacQuarrie s ays he re s pec t s 
him -- ha s come forward with I think an hi s torical announcement that he ha s 
been a bl e to achieve, and i s working to achieve, a mea s ure of con s en s us betw ee n 
the major organization s of the Northwest Territories and this As s embly . There 
is nothing in here about trampling on th e rights of non-nativ e int e re s t s. Th e r e 
is nothing in here about undermining th e work of the constitutional development 
committee that was set up by thi s Assemb l y . We are a s ked to support the principle 
of the major native organizations working in concert with th i s Assembly, and 
certainly, Mr . Speaker, as l ong a s people like Mr. MacQuarrie are in thi s As sembl y, 
one need not fear in any way that the non-native voice wi ll not be heard . We 
can be assured of that. Mr. Wah-Shee s eeks our support for the al li ance pursuing 
an objective which includes the in vitation of ful l public participation and 
debat e in all part s of the NWT, and I just cannot see how we cannot help but 
welcome that initiative. 

Thi s is the Assemb l y, Mr. Speaker, that from its very first · days in office 
rejected the notion that it a l one can be the one s pokesman on the question of 
political and constitut ion a l development. We very ear l y on rejected a position 
that implied that ther e was no pl ace for the nat i ve organizations a s repre s ent
atives of the majority of long-term re s idents of the Northwest Territories, those 
people with special abor ig inal right s and interests . Here we have, really, a 
request for support for the Minister pursuing those objective s , and he has 
a l ready made it c l ear that there will be ample opportunitie s to report to and 
consu lt with the House. In fact, the fourth "whereas " specifica ll y states that 
the alliance will seek full support of the Legis lat ive Assembly, and I think 
that that is what we shou l d give i t r i ght now and trust our Minister of Aboriginal 
Rights and Constitutiona l Development to keep us informed and i nvolve this 
Assembly and involve a ll the interests in the Northwest Territories; but l et us 
be grateful, Mr. Speaker, that fina ll y something is start i ng to happen. We have 
the beginnings of a strong, united voice in the Northwest Territories, and l et 
us not be afraid or negative or paranoid. All of us here are quite capab l e of 
representing our co nstituencies; some, I think, with perhaps a loud er voice than 
they should have ... 

---Laughter 

MRS. SORENSEN: You do not lik e what we say? 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I am just getting tired of the negativism and confrontation 
that some Members seem to encourage with elaborate teleological, philosophical 
arguments that certainly escape me, Mr. Speaker, and I think ... 

MRS. SORENSON: Try harder. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: ... we should just give the Minister our vote of support; 
that is really a ll he is asking, is support for this alliance, and wish them 
all the best. Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Patterson. To the motion. 

-- - Applause 

Mr. Wah-Shee , if you speak you will close the debate. Are there any further 
persons wishing to speak? Ms Cournoyea. 
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Working Together For A Common Concern 

MS COURNOYEA : Mr. Speaker, I believe there was a question placed by Mr. MacQuarrie 
asking for a report from Mr. Wah-Shee . I believe Mr . Wah-Shee gave his report 
and the report is in terms of the motion that is in front of us . There has been 
a great deal of suspicion among the native groups and this government as to 
how the working arrangement can be set up and put forth in a manner where people 
feel comfortable with that working arrangement. This motion is not making any 
preconceived ideas on the exact breakdown of that working arrangement as of yet, 
and Mr. Wah-Shee has said that he wil l report after the next meeting. However, 
it should be under s tood that through all this process it was difficult enough 
to get thP native organizations to sit down and come up with some kind of formula 
that they were happy to work under . 

I do not have a problem in say ing that "others" a,·e going to be represented and 
I wi ll bring to you the basis of why I feel non-natives will always be represented 
- - because they are the majority of the bureaucracy, they are the majority of 
the senior representatives in the government. The federal government, in 
negotiating any change, ha s every department represented for their common int erest 
before yo u can get anything or anything can be established. 

Negotiations from this point are not going to be easy. They are going to be 
extremely difficult and I do not believe that any of us s itting here can be so 
worried about getting a group of people together at this point in time because 
you are going to need everybody together if you really want change. Now, if you 
do not want change, then you keep frustrating any kind of forum that can be 
developed -- keep adding and adding and adding until it gets too confusing. Just 
ask yourself, who are the people who are saying "L et us do somet hing about it"? 
Who has put the position forward? Who is always fighting for some change? Has 
this not been the past Legislative Assembly's position? I s there a record of 
this Legislative Assembly's position where they have fought and tried to make a 
change? The changes come because the native people have said "Where is the 
place for us in the long term with all these changes going on?" and they should 
be given due credit for that kind of fight and initiative. What kind of funding 
have these agencies got to bring forth their positions, as opposed to the 
territorial expenditures for the status quo? 

I believe right now we have to have that alliance, because I believe most of 
the people who are working in the government syste m would like things to stay 
just as they are. Now, if we are going to provide a forum and bring these 
people together, it is a tremendous force. We went down to Ottawa. We worked 
together for a common concern and it was not so painful after all. 

:iG N. DENNIS PATTERSON : Hear , hear! 

MR . CURLEY: Hear , hear! 

MR. SI3BESTON: 

---Laughter 

---Applause 

It was not, it was fun! 

Fears And Doubts Should Be Put Aside 

MS COURNOYEA: cou ld have small little fears about this coalition, this 
alliance, myself. I may have little shadows creeping out from under the table, 
wonder ing what is really behind it, because I myself could not attend the meetings , 
but I feel that in that one da y if Mr. Wah-Shee was able to achieve what he ha s 
done in this motion, that is a remarkable achievement and we should support this 
niotion to allow the next step to be taken without fear ... 
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SOME HON . MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

MS COURNOYEA: . . . without prejudice . . . 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Hear , hear! 

-- - Applause 

MS COURNOYEA : ... a nd the quicker t hat we are ab l e to do that, without trying 
to dig up every lit t l e s hadow of dou bt -- because yo u wi ll never be able to do 
t hat -- the quicker we will be able to move ahead, becau s e we will a l way s have 
those fears and they wi ll never al l be reso l ved, but let us move forward in 
this step. I t i s a very s ma ll step . I t is not determining your future . ,tis 
say in g l et us beg in working with the people who have been in vo l ved, not picking 
up peop l e off t he s treet , because the federal government and the bureaucracy 
wil l qu i te adequate l y make s ure t hat no native c l aim, no con s t i tutional chang e 
will take pl ace unl ess every lit t l e per s on i s represented, in ord e r not to do 
anyt hin g. 

MR. SI BBE STON : Right ! 

MS CO URNO YEA: Th at i s their position and I s uppo rt this motion. 

MR. SIBB ESTON : Goo d! 

---App l a use 

MR. SPEA KER: Th ank you, Ms Co ur noyea . Mrs. Sore nse n . 

MRS . SOR ENSEN: Mr. Speaker, I would lik e to be ab l e to s up port the motion, but 
f ind that I am not a bl e to, mo st l y because I do not feel that I was represented 
when this process was put together. Maybe that i s s usp i c i on on my part, but 
yo u see it i s easy to be s us piciou s because ... 

MR. CURLEY: You are never s uspicious of white people, though. 

MRS. SORENSEN: .. . because you just have to say to yo ur se l f, why were th e non 
native memb e r s of the constitutional committee not in c lud ed in Mr. Wah-Shee's 
me et ing ? Why were they not there? Why was Mr. Stewart not in vite d? Wh y was 
Mr. MacQuarri e not invite d? You know, who went? Mr . Patterso n was invit e d . 

HON . DENNIS PATTER SON : I was protecting y our interests. 

MR. CURLEY: He i s a non-native . 

MRS. SORENSEN: Mr. Patter so n was invited , so he was the token white person 
there . Was our government lead e r invited to that mee ting? No , he was not 
invited . 

MR . CURLEY: How doe s it feel to be a token, Denni s? 

Accusation Of Being Racist 

MRS . SORENSEN: Mr . Speaker, the other point that I raise and why I am s us piciou s 
and I do agree that I am suspicious and I do not apologize for that one little 
bit -- Mr. Speaker, I object to being called raci st, and I ask that that be 
strick e n from the record on a point of privilege . 

AN HON . MEMBER: It wa s not on the record. 

MR. SPEAKER: Can you name the Member? 
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MRS . SORENSEN : Mr . Tagak Cur l ey , Mr . Speaker, called me racist .. . 

AN HON. MEMBER : No , h8 did not. 

MRS . SORENSEN: .. . or my comment s racist and I feel, Mr . Speaker, that everyone 
has the opportunity in thi s Hou s e to put forth on beha l f of their con s tituents 
their views and to rebut any s tatements that any Members have made and I feel 
that I have been unjustl y accused . I do not know what ru l e it i s, but on a 
point of pr ivil ege I wil l reque s t , Mr. Speaker , that you have the Member take 
back his words and that those word s be str ic ken from the record. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you. Ju s t one moment, please. Thank you. Mr . Cur l ey, the 
Member has charged that you used t he word "racist" in reference to her . If this 
is the case, i f you did this, Mr. Cur l ey, I wou ld require an apo l ogy or withdrawal 
of that terminology. I d id not hear you say that , I am sorry , but if it was 
s aid , then you s hou ld withdraw it. Would you do so at this time? 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I am not s ure whether it is on the record. I have not 
seen it in the debates yet, so I do not know whether I cou ld withdraw it, because 
I have not read the debates and I wou ld probab l y be ab l e to withdraw that 
accusat ion tomorrow. As far as I can reca ll the Member used the word "maybe" 
she is suspicious and my recollections say that I interjected and probably said 
"maybe rac i st " , rat her than "maybe su s pic iou s". So, until I read the record, 
Mr. Speaker, I cannot wit hdraw my remarks. 

MR . SPEAKER : Inasmuch as the Chair cannot ru l e 
remarks, I wil l await the debate s tomorrow. My 
s o read, then the words must t~en be wi thdrawn. 
floor. 

because I did not hear the 
decision sha ll be if the debates 

Mrs. Sorensen , you have the 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Point of privi l ege, Mr . Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Point of privilege, Mr. Patterson? 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I too would lik e to ask you to cal l 
Mr s . Sorensen to order for having imputed false motives to me in suggesting 
that I was attending the said meeting as a "token white" and I would ask her 
to be called to order pursuant to Ru le 20. Thank you. 

---Applause 

MRS. SORENSEN: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: 
anyth ing . 

--- Laughter 

I will withdraw those remarks. I do not believe he i s ."token" 

MR. SPEA KER: Thank you, Mrs. Sorensen. You have the floor, Mrs. Soren5en . 

Negotiations With The Federal Government 

MRS. SOR ENSEN: Mr. Speaker, the other reason that I might be suspicious about 
the motives of this motion is the fact that the motion does not say , Mr. Mccallum, 
that the a llian ce wi ll come back to the Legislative Assembly before it begins 
to negotiate with the federal government. To me what the words say i s very, very 
important, not what you think the words say or what you would like the words to 
say as an MLA, but in fact what the words actual l y say . Because six months down 
the road, who is going to remember that Mr. McCallum rose in the Legislature and 
sa id "I agree with this motion , because to me it means the alliance is going to 
come back to us ... 
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MR. CURLEY: You wi I 1 remind them . 

MRS. SORENSEN: ... and it i s going to say "Legislativ e Assemb l y, do yo u agree 
with what we are doing here?" That i s not what it says. Part c) of the 
"now therefore" clause says: "initiate the development of common positions and 
negotiate constitutiona l reform with the federal goverment." It does not say 
"di scuss" as the Dene Nation process says. It says "negotiate". That is an 
important word to me . Where does it say "and come back to the Leg i slat i ve 
Assembly"? We may hear a littl e bit with respect to what the a llian ce i s say ing 
through our Minister of Aboriginal Rights, but my experience with his reports 
is that he tables them on the last day ... 

MR. CURLEY : Move an amendment. 

MRS. SORENS EN : ... and we do not really get the opportunity to debate them. That 
has happened severa l times . That is a tactic that a smart Mini ster uses. 
admire hi s tactics, because they work, so he gets away with it. 

Mr. Speaker , we are agreeing , when we agree to this motion , to two fundamental 
issue s here . We are agreeing to a process for constitutional change, and I 
agree with other Members who have said it i s about time that we have a process 
and, hid we gone into committee of the whole, had I had the opportunity to ask 
Mr. Wah-Shee questions, to discuss Mr. Sibbeston's report on the constitutional 
committee proceedings in January, perhaps I would have been able to agree with 
this motion , but I did not have the opportunity to fully debate and exp lore 
alternatives. 

MR. CURLEY : We are not through yet. 

Negotiating Body Independent Of The Assembly 

MRS. SORENSEN: The other fundamental i ss ue, as I said before, is that we are 
agreeing that this body, this alliance will be the negotiating body, independent 
of the Legislative Assembly. Now, there are those that agree -- and I agree 
with them -- that the native groups must be involved in constitutional change. 
We have set up a constitutional committee and we have called for another 
constitutional conference. Yet I heard Mr. Sibbeston earlier saying that he 
does not think that the constitutional conference will ever agree on anything, 
that it will never come to a consensus, yet Denendeh is all about consensus. 
You are trying to sell a government on consensus to the oeople of the North, 
particularly to my people. Thi s i s foreign to the people that I repre se nt. 
am willing to li sten and I am willing to try it. Here you have an opportunity 
to use that process to come to a consensus with respect to process and a 
negotiating body yet you are trying to do an end run. That i s what it look s 
like to me . 

The chairman of the constitutional committee is now saying that that conference 
that he put together in January and has agreed to call again in May i s hot air 
-- is a waste of time. I think there is a very big contradiction in that. 
Mr. Speaker, I say just at the point where we are getting things together in 
the North, where the municipalities, where the white people that Mr. Sibbeston 
so often maligrs are sitting down across the table from Mr. Sibbeston and 
seriously considering proposals like Denendeh and Nunavut -- just at that point 
I see a motion here that speaks to exlude them. I agree with Mr. MacQuarrie 
that the Legi s lative Assembly does not appropriately reflect the white or the 
non-aboriginal people in the North, simply by the fact that it ha s a majority 
of native people. So, we need another body and perhaps that has to be the 
Association of Municipalities. Had I had the opportunity, I too would have 
amended the motion to include representatives of the larger municipalities in 
this alliance and that would have been a type of compromise to me ... 



- 450 -

MR . SIBBES TON: We ca n sti ll do i t. 

MRS. SORENSEN: . . . so that we wo uld have been ab l e to hear what they had to say. 
Mr. Speaker, I re a l ly do beli eve -- a nd I guess maybe it do es so und paranoid 
a nd s usp i cio us -- but I rea ll y do be li eve that we are tryi ng to railroad somet hing 
through here. We have an opportun ity to co me toget her aga in in May as a const i 
tut i ona l co nf ere nce where a ll Members of the Leg i s l at i ve Asse mbl y ca n atte nd and 
can speak, where we ca n br ing peop l e in from the region s -- not just th e memb ers 
of ITC or COPE, but peo pl e from th e municipa l itie s, people fro m t he comm unity 
co uncil s -- to di sc uss con s titutional development in the Northwe s t Te rritori es. 
I be li eve t hat that i s th e proper process. I wo uld ur ge Member s to rea ll y th in k 
about what they are do in g wi th this motion , beca use it i s not on l y that s omething 
must be do ne rig ht, i t mu st appear to be done right , a nd it do es not appear to 
me that we are moving in the correct way. 

Mr. Speake ,· , I fe e l ba d that I a l ways appear to be in the oppo si tion or to be 
sett in g up a wh i te/ nat iv e barr i e r. I certa inl y do no t set out to do that, but 
a ll I say i s that th e fed e ra l government i s watching us very c lo se l y, and unless 
th i s Leg i s l ature in vo l ves abso lut e l y the non- ab original people, the native gr oup s 
wi ll never rea li ze con s titutional c hang es as they wish to see them . Th at i s 
as pl ai n as t he no se on my fac e to me. J wou l d ask that Members serious l y consider 
what the y are doing today if they mov e to adopt this motion . Th a nk yo u , 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPE AKER : Thank you, Mrs . Sorensen. To the motion . Mr . Cur l ey, next . 

Te ns ion Betwe e n Races 

MR. CURLEY : (Tran s l atio n) Mr. Speaker, it is getting to be very tiring hearing 
about the native orga niz at ion s and the western org an ization s try ing to implement 
or trying to cons id er po li tical c ha ng es . A l ot of times they have tried very 
ha rd a nd s ometim es they agree with each other . We are di sc uss ing offeririg th i s 
Mi ni s ter s up port, and as we a ll know , this i s not fini s hed ye t . I am wondering 
what we have to do at th e Legi s lative Assembly. What i s the prob l em here? I am 
.: ,, n f tJ •·. ( • ,.1 • T h e re a r e mo r e D e n e a n d I n u i t , a n d I d o n o t t h i n k -: h e re a r e no " o t h e r " 
peop l e but there are more Dene and Inuit in th e Northwe s t Territor i es. Some 
of the peo pl e on the oppo site s ide try to say that they have made changes in the 
politica l a r ea, a nd they have ne ver done anything. I am getting tired of hearing 
thi s. If we co uld c hang e me to a non-native, I wou ld appreciate it, but there 
is no possibi l ity of changing this, and I cannot say I am so rry. (End of 
trans l at ion) 

Mr . Speaker, I think we are not only faced with the comp li cated is s ues of the 
political de ve lopm e nt and constitutional development of the Northwest Territorie s, 
I think there are other very critical problems that we fac e . I think we are 
faced with the t ens ion between th e races, between the native people and the non
nativ e peopl e. I think that that is where the precise problem is, but I am 
gl a d to te ll yo u, Mr . Speaker, that that kind of tension does not exist in the 
Ea ste rn Arctic. However, I am afraid to say that I suspect it ex i sts in the 
We ster n Arctic, particularly in the headquarter s of thi s government. I think 
once a nd for a ll we must get rid of this tension. You can hear it crackling 
as you li s ten and watch the gallery and the Members from the West, particularly 
from Ye ll owknife Centre . 

If i t were po ss ible to find a solution and find a miracle that I can become like 
yo u and become a whit e man, I wi s h I could become lik e you, and become a white 
man, and tl 1r. r efo\·e contribute to the solutions and the problems that we face 
today; but unfortunately and sincere l y I must tell you I cannot become like you, 
and I cannot become a white man , and therefore I cannot say to you that you are 
eventua ll y going to trust me as a native person. It may mean that you will 
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continue to have a su s picion again s t me , but I will indicat e to th e r ecc rd , 
Mr . Speaker, I do not have any motiv es or an y con s piracy plan s to di s criminate 
again s t the wh i te peop l e in the Northwe s t Territorie s , e ve n though they ma y be 
a minority in places like the Ea s t e rn Arctic . I w~ lcom e working with th em, a nd 
I alwa ys have been able to relate we ll with th em, a nd I will continu e to pur s ue 
that. 

I remember once upon a time when the Minister of Indian Affair s, Hugh Faulkn e r, 
when he trave ll ed -- he sensed ther e wa s a ten s ion betwe e n the ra ces ; and I do 
not believe that that ha s ever been dealt with in the public ey e. It alw ays 
ha s bee n tried to deal with it by other me an s , by r e ally not rai s ing th e i ss ue 
th a t th e re is a ten s ion between th e nativ e people. If Jam es Wah- Shee we r e a 
white person, it probably would have been easier for him to succe e d in ge tting 
a mandate from the As s embl y, from the non-native people of this particular 
Legislature . I think that that i s where our prob l em is. I do not think that 
we are faced so much with the impo s sibilities of finding solutions to constitu
tional development. I think it ha s to do with the i s sue of raci sm in th e 
Northwest Territories. I think we must be s quare about thi s . I think we mu s t 
be fair about it until we finally find a way for the direction of the politi c al 
development in the Northwe s t Territorie s. I am afraid that that i s w~ 2re th e 
major problem i s. 

Problem Of Racism In The West 

I indicated to the caucus this morning that I cannot join the Executive Committee, 
even though I was invited to the Executive Committee, mainly because of th e 
principles that I have had that I have never said to this House. Earlier, two 
years ago, I did not want to join the government as an Executive Member because 
I was aware there was a tension, and it was too thick a fog for me to join them. 
Eventually we wi ll have to deal with this problem of racism in the Northwe s t 
Territories. The timing would not have been right. I wou ld have probab l y 
contributed -- to the non-native Members from the Western Arctic -- more ten s ion, 
more suspicion, if I had been an Executive Member today. Again this morning 
I said to the caucus I cannot join even if I am invited now, because I still 
feel from my own princip l es that if I were to join I am going to create a further 
tension between the white people in the West and the native people. I do not 
want to contribute to that assumption today. You people in the West have to 
deal with that, and unless yo u deal with that you are not going to find a 
so lution to the political development in the Western Arctic. 

So I would like to suggest that there are a few things that we can resolv e today. 
I am not altogether satisfied with the way the constitutional alliance i s worded. 
I think it gives the perception that native people and the government are j oin i ng 
together to conspire against the non-native people in the Wes tern Arctic . It 
seems to be that in the eyes of some Members in the Assembly -- be cau s e to me 
the a lli ance has to really be that a po l itical party join s one political i deo log y 
to pursue an objective. I think that that i s where the mi s tak e i s in dra f ting 
this motion, that they say they create a constitutional al li ance . I would like 
to then, Mr. Speaker, suggest that a better wording -- . s inc e it i s no t a po liti ca l 
party -- a wording like "working group", that could po ss ibl y be a be tt e r o ne, 
because it is not going to exist beyond th e ter111 of this As se mbl y . 

Assembly Will Always Be Consulted 

Mr. Speaker, if there were any way that I could contribut e to the pr obl em i n 
resolving this, I would like to take part, but I am not s ur e wheth e r I a111 going 
to be ab l e to do it. I wil l leave it to th e Minister of Con s titutional De ve lop
ment to try and direct a course for that, and the only thing that I can do in 
this House is at l east to try and persuad e the Memb e r s from Ye llowknife and the 
people in the gallery, non-native pe ople in the We s t, that I will ne ve r , ne ver, 
as I am a Member in this House, see any political development that wou l d 
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discriminate against the non-native people . I will never let that happen. 
am not worried at a ll that it wi ll happen during the life of this Assembly, 
either. There have been problems with native people and native organizations 
and the government before . Even though this motion states certain directions 
and seeks directions from this Assembly and support from this Assembly, I do not 
believe the Mini ster of Constitut i onal Development , whether it i s i n the paper 
or not, will ever proceed to negotiate a major political change without confirming 
and consulting with the Assembly before it goes to Ottawa. You guys are too 
bloody stro ng , too intelligent to a ll ow him to take off somewhere and try to 
negotiat e so met hing t hat the people of the Northwest Territories , in c lu ding the 
non-n ative peop l e and native peop l e, wou l d not agree wi th. It would nev e r happen . 
I for one will want to watch that he doe s not do that. 

So in order to reso l ve this s usp icion , I think we have to give in a lit t l e bit . 
I gave in , and I did not want to join the Executive Committee Members - - not 
because I am afraid to join them, not because I fee l that I cannot do the job; 
mainly becau se I would create -- I know today -- a further tension . 

MR. SPEAKER: You are not speaking to the motion , Mr. Curley . 
very l enient with you, but can you come back onto the subject? 
Committee i s not part of this motion. 

I have been very, 
The Executive 

MR. CUR LEY: Mr. Speaker , one Member of the Exec utive Committee is in volved in 
this motion , and aga in , Mr . Speaker, I wou ld like to be given the pr i vilege of 
speaki ng to the motion li ke any Members from the other side are normally given 
the freedom by you, Mr. Speaker. 

Amendment To Motion 22-82( 1) 

I think this perception of believing that there is a conspiracy against t he 
non-natives in the West i s wrong, and I will attempt to resolve that by amending 
this motion. I do not want to tire you out , Mr. Speaker, so I will move first 
of a ll that the head in g "constitutiona l al li c1nce " be changed to "constitutional 
working group" and any other reference to an al li ance be change d to "working 
group"; and the final amen dm ent in my motion is after the last lin e, on the first 
page, I would add further a representative from the "Northwest Territories 
Assoc i at i on of Mun i c i pa li t i es " be included in this worki ng group. 

MR. SPEAKER: Just a moment, Mr. Cur l ey, until I have a written document here. 
I have to read it. Okay, Mr. Curley. I understand your amendment. You are 
chang ing the tit l e to "working group", a nd wherever e l se throughout the motion 
that t he term "constitutional alliance" appears, that the words "working group" 
will rep l ace them; and at the bottom of the list on page two, after "Inuit 
Tapirisat of Canada", that you would add the term "Northwest Territories 
Assoc iation of Municipa li ties". I s that correct, Mr. Cur l ey? 

MR. CURLEY: Mr . Speaker, I did not take out the "constitutional"; I just changed 
the word "allian cP" to "wor kin g group", so it would refer to "constitutional 
work ing group", and the bottom lin e i s correct, representative from the 
"Northw est Terri tori es Assoc i ation of Mu nicip alit ie s". 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Curley. Co nstit utional working group. Now, there 
are severa l places, then, in this part i cula r motion that wi ll be changed, but 
it is fairly easily understood. Is the Assembly prepared to accept this, or do 
you want it retyped so that everybody has a copy of it? If there are no 
objections, I will be prepared to accept it because I think it i s fairly straight
forward. Agreed? 

SOME HOU. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 
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MR. SPEAKER : Is there a seconder, then, to t hi s motion? Mrs . Sore nse n . That 
i s correct , to the ame ndm ent. Your amendment is in order , Mr. Cur l ey. To the 
ame ndm ent. 

Discontinuing A~ Atmospher e Of Susp i cion 

MR. CURL EY: Ye s. Mr . Speaker, very hr i ef l y, wit h a ll due respect to a ny 
ar rangement that the Minister proposed to development of the constitut ion a l 
i ss ues in the Territories, I do no t think we shou ld be too co ncerned abo ut what 
ki nd of titles we give them, becaus e they are , after a ll , ju st part of t he 
admini strat ion , the concerns of hi s departmental respo nsibili t i es in that . So 
I think "working group" -- they may want to find a noth er title which wo ul d be 
mor e acceptab l e to them, but I think that we s hould not be afra id to inc lud e a 
No r thwe st Territories Association of Municipa liti es representat i ve, because 
if we do not , th e n we wi ll continue to create an atmos ph ere which nobod y wa nt s, 
and there will continue to exist thi s s usp i ciousness wh ich doe s not have a place 
in any kind of at t empt to resolve things, so I urg e the Member s to s uppor t this 
very s impl e ame ndment . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank yo u , Mr. Curley. To the amendment. Mrs . Sore nsen, as 
sec onder . Mr . MacQuarrie . 

MR . MacQUARRIE: Yes , Mr. Speaker. I appreciate very much the int e nt . Whi l e 
I did not earlier acce pt the remarks of the honourable Member for Keewat in 
South with re s pect to us intending to be obstructionist, I wou ld say that a l ways 
in hi s tory minoriti es have appeared to be obstructionists in the s truggl e to 
make s ur e that their intere sts were taken account of . With re spe ct to this, 
l atterly I very much appreciate the honour a ble Member's remarks a nd hi s intention 
to e ns ure that the intere sts of non-nati ves are represented, and I thank him 
for that. 

The onl y problem that I have -- I certainly will vote for the amendment, but I 
am not sure that it will hav e any effect, becau se, and that i s what preci se l y 
gave me concern about the motion, we did not de termine who wou ld belong to th e 
alliance in the fir s t place . Therefore can we make an amendment that changes 
th e make-up? We did not nam e th e a lli a nce in the fir s t place, therefore , ca n 
we make an amendment that changes the nam e of the organization ? You see, it 
i s becau se of those very things that I was concerned about all thi s in the 
first place , that we have not had that kind of input. We are si mpl y being asked 
to endorse what somebody e l se has a l ready done. However, in th e hope that it 
will have some impact, I certainly will s upport that amendment. 

MR . SPEAKER: To the amendment . Are you ready for the question on t he amendment? 
Mr. Sibbeston. 

"Constitutional Alliance" A Good Term 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I do not support the amendment. I think that 
everyth ing of what Mr . Tag ak Curley is saying in term s of the background that 
he gave for hi s rea s on to change it to a different word, I appreciate that; 
but to set up a working group kind of take s away from the importance of the 
body that ha s been formed. Really, it i s not ju s t this Assembly that is in it 
alone. · Th ere are four other groups in vo l ved, so it may be that the other group s 
may not lik e themse l ves to be considered s imply a working group . I wou ld say 
that "constitutional alliance" i s a good term, good worr! , good form to describe 
the group that is proposed to be set up. I am aware that constitutional coalition 
has been suggested at one point , but in the end after some consideration the 
word "alliance" was established, and it was established after a great deal of 
consideration and thought, s o I do not support relegating the important group 
that has been formed to a littl e working group. 
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You a lso have to consider how Ottawa sees it. If they see it as a little 
work i n g group , then i t doe s not see m too import a nt ; but the word "al l i an c e '' , 
the idea of an alliance, coalition, that ha s much more effect and me a ning , and 
it i s a better de sc ription of what ha s been set up . It was not ju s t a little 
working group that was established. It was an alliance. Finally , after so 
many years of attempting to get native organiz at ion s and this government together, 
an alliance was established, and I think it should be s een for what it is, to 
deal with constitutional matters . So I do not s upport the motion to relegate 
what was established to a littl e working group. 

Now , on the matter of adding the Association of Municipalities, I do not agree 
with it becau se the Legislativ e Asse mbly does represent everybody in the North . 
That i s what the government ha s sa id up to now. Finally , when there i s a native 
majority on it , s ome people are say ing now , they are beginning to doubt whether 
this government repre se nt s everybody. They are suspicious, in fact , of the 
whole As se mbly . So I feel that the white people in the North are properly 
represented by this Legi s lative Assembly and it is not the intention eventually 
when repre se ntation from this As se mbly is placed on the alliance to ju s t simply 
have Mr. Wah-Shee . The intention is to have white people involved also, and as 
has been said so many times today , there is an accountability, there is going 
to be a way that whoever i s involved in this will have to report back to this 
As se mbly , so there i s an accountability factor built in. 

The other thing that I want to say is that the type of constitutional changes 
that are being dealt with are of a provincial - type change. They are dealing 
with constitutional changes at the highest level, dealing with juri sdictions 
and powers that the government in the North will have. It i s further down the 
road, as it were, that the matter of municipalities comes in. So I am aware 
that there is a consciousness of where the municipalities fit in. Where they 
will fit in i 3 when municipal matter s are dealt with by the alliance, then the 
Association of Municipalities will be consulted. So I feel to have the 
Association of Municipalities stuck in with the same priority , the same importance 
as this Assembly , COPE , ITC, and the Dene Nation, is giving it much much much 
too much recognition and too much status. The Association of Municipalities 
need not fear that their interests are not going to be looked after. There will 
be opportunity for them to have their say when municipalities matters are dealt 
with. So I do not s upport the two amendments that have been proposed. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. To the amendment. Are you ready for 
the question on the amendment? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

Amendment To Motion 22-82(1 ), Carried 

MR . SPEAKER: Question being called . To the amendment. All those in favour? 
Opposed? The amendment is carried. 

---Carried 

To the motion as amended. Are you ready for the question? 

AN HON . MEMBER: Question . 

MR. SPEAKER: Question being called. Mr. Wah-Shee. I believe, however, I did 
have another speaker that wished to speak. Mr. Nerysoo , do you waive your 
right? Mr. Wah-Shee . 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to clarify some of the concerns 
express ed. First of all , the motion primarily is asking the Members of this 
House if the y agree to establishing a formal working relationship with the native 
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organizations and other groups which have been included as part of the constitu
tional working group. What we have in mind , and I am s ur e that the native 
organizations would agree, and the Members of this House , is that we hav e to 
have public participation . Public participation i s essential. 

The other thing is that I cannot do somet hing without the support of the 
Legi s lature . Whatever comes out of the meetings with the native organizations 
in terms of a proposal will have to come back to this House for your consideration . 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

HON. J AMES WAH-SHEE: Once yo u have given your consideration and chan~es and 
directions, then I, in turn, will have to discu ss this further with the native 
organizations. However , the idea primarily i s to establish a working arrangement 
and I would hope that you would give so me ser iou s consideration to just the idea 
that we ought to establish a working relationship among ourselves, among the 
various groups in the Northwest Territories. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Wah-Shee. To the motion as amended. All in favour? 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Wah-Shee . Pardon me. Mr. Sibbeston. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Can I make an amendment, please? 

MR. SPEAKER: I believe when we had called the vote on the amendment, and we 
were then dealing with the motion as amended and Mr. Wah-Shee gave the final 
-- just one moment. There i s a double shift in here . I want to make sure I 
am right, Mr. Sibbeston. Mr. Clerk. Yes, Mr. Sibbeston. Mr. Wah-Shee closed 
the debate when he took the floor. I am sorry if you had indicated you wanted 
to speak before him, but I did not see you. 

Motion 22-82(1), Carried As Amended 

Then the question is being called. All those in favour? Opposed? The motion 
is carried. 

---Carried 

The orders of the day . 

Item 11, introduction of bills for first reading. 

Item 12, second reading of bills. 

Item 13, consideration in the committee of the whole of bills, recommendations 
to the Legislature and other matters. 

ITEM NO . 13: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE Wf!OLE OF BILL~. RECO~MENDATIONS 
TO THE LEGISLATURE AND OTHER MATTERS 

Bill l-82(1 ), Appropriation Ordinance, 1982-83, and the 13th Report of the 
Standing Committee on Finance, with Mr. Pudluk in the chair. 

---Legislative Assembly resolved into committee of the whole for consideration 
of Bill l-82(1), Appropriation Ordinance, 1982-83 , with Mr. Pudluk in the chair. 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER BILL 1-82 (1) , APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE, 1982-83 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Now this committee will come to order . Coffee time, 
15 minutes. 

---S HORT RECESS 
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Department Of Education 

Total O And M, Schools 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): The Cha ir recognize s a quorum . We are on page 17 .03, 
schools, 0 and M, $42 ,57 9,000 . Mr. MacQuarrie . I am sorry, maybe we s hould 
invite in the deputy minister for Education. Is that agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Minister. We l come back . Mr. MacQuarrie . 

MR . MacQUARRIE : Thank you, Mr . Chairman . Ye s, just at the close of the day 
yes t er day I had asked some questions about the health and s ocial service s 
program whic h i s part of the new hi gh sc hool certificate program and first I 
wo uld lik e to comme nd the Minister and the department for deve lo ping this type 
of program. I think that it is very desirable. In the interim s ince yesterday 
I wa s provided with some written mater ial from the assistant deputy minister 
and I apprec i a ted i t very much and it l arge l y answer s the co ncern that I . had . 
I had asked about the nature of the program, because one of my own constituents 
thought it ve ry impo rtant that there be a c hild care program and saw the 
po ss ibility of developing a program in Yellowknife , in con jun ctio n with the 
main day care ce nt re. So, I wa nted to know whether c hild care was going to be 
part of the program. I see that i t is an d so I am very pl eased about that , but 
I notice that in the first year it is only in Inuvik . So, perhaps if the 
Minister could just clarify something for me in that respect; that i s, I 
understand then that the procedure would be that if the c hild care or the hea lth 
and s ocial serv i ces program were to become part of a system in Yel l owknife, 
that cou ld be effected i f the education society in a s ub se qu e nt year sa id , 
"W e would like to have that as part of our program . " Is that a correct 
und ersta nding? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Minister. 

Programs Ev e ntuall y Availab l e To All High Schoo l s 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, the plan is to make these 
programs availab l e to a ll of the three major high schoo l s in the Northwest 
Territorie s over the long run. Our first task is to deve l op it and implement 
it in various locations where we see the greatest priority and then once we 
are sa tisfied that the program is successful and have evaluated it, we would be 
implementing i t e l sew here and, of course, we would certainly be guided by 
advi ce from the local education authority concerned. The Member i s correct in 
hi s genera l summary of our p l ans in that area. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pud lu k): Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you. Yes, I wi ll certainly relay that to my constituent 
then and indicate the appropr i ate channe l to fo llo w if she wou ld li ke to br in g 
about that change. Just one other question, if I may, Mr. Minister. You did 
mention that the l oca l education author ity in Ye ll owkn if e for the Si r John 
Franklin schoo l had petitioned for society status . Have you made a dec i sion 
with respect to that? Can you te ll us how you intend to proceed in that matter? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just received a petition 
from the community education committee in Yellowknife asking for society status 
with a very large number of s ignatures. I was, I think, perhaps a bit surprised, 
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but pleased to see that the chairman of the public school board, 
Mrs. Louise Nielsen, was also one of the persons who had signed the petition , 
because the Member will know that that board i s now cons ide ring -- I think, 
over the long term -- the de s ir ab ility and the implication s of assum ing 
control over the high school in Yellowkn ife . However, Mrs . Niel se n signed the 
petition . I had a brief opportunity to communicate with her about that and s he 
feels that this is an import a nt step for the comm unity ed uc ation committee to 
take and that it would not necessarily for ec lo se other options in the future. 
So, my reaction i s very favourable to that petition and to giving them the 
society status that they request . I also have received a positive recommendation 
from the s uperintend e nt concerned, whom I co nsulte d , naturall y, once I had 
received the petition. So, I will say that I su pport the granting of society 
stat us to the committee here. The y are a ha rd working committee a nd I feel 
generally that everywhere in the Northwest Territories , if we feel that the 
lo ca l education a uthorit y i s capable of handling greater responsibilities, we 
s hould not inhibit them from going in that direction . I also will say that the 
applications I received from the Baffin region as well -- I have been sat i s fied 
that those local education authorities are quite capable of ass uming greater 
responsibilities and I will be acting as quickly as possible in the new fiscal 
year to effect those changes. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you, Mr. Minister . Mr. McLaughlin. Schools, 
page 17 .03. 

Community Input To Regional Schools 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Thank yo u , Mr. Chairman. My question is relevant to the 
conversation just carried out between the Minister and the Member for 
Yellowknife Centre. I was going to bring this topic up as well, if he had not , 
becau se when we held our public hearings on education throughout the 
Territories, as the Minister knows full well, there was great concern expressed 
in the small outlying communities that they should have an input into these 
regional schools. When I saw that petition for signing in a few of the places 
of business in Yellowknife I was concerned that if the Minister did approve 
soc iety status, he would make some conditions with that society that would 
formalize some so~t of input from the outlying communities. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, I do appreciate the 
question and I really should have mentioned that I had also received motions 
from the CEC and Sir John Franklin school stating precisely their desire to 
have the parents of children from outside the Yellowknife area represented 
and specifically they have proposed that we finance the inclusion of 
representatives from outside Yellowknife -- their attendance at a s ignificant 
number of meetings throughout the year. I feel that is essential and I think 
it should be part of our response to their desires in connection with this 
school. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk}: Thank you, Mr . Minister. The honourable Member for 
Mackenzie Liard. 

Basic Funding For Small Schools 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Chairman, yesterday I talked a bit about some of the little 
schools in my area not getting very much funding for the basics, some of the 
essential things we need in the school. I take it now the government gives 
supplies and provides resources based on the number of students in a school 
and I am just wondering if this is fair, because in a small little school there 
would not be, of course, very many students and yet some of the bas ic 
requirements are needed , much like a larger schoo l. So, I have state d how the 
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little schools rea ll y do not have very much resource s and I am ju s t wondering 
if the government would con s ider dealing with sma ll schools in a different way , 
perhaps providing a base initiall y a nd after that some moneys on a per st ud ent 
ba s i s, becau se in my area I have three littl e tasks, some small communities . I 
have Jean Marie River, whi ch has really one classroom, Nahanni Butte , one 
c l assroom, Trout Lake, one classroom, then Wrigley, I think which has two 
cla ss rooms, and Liard, three or four; but the three littl e ones, I think , are 
the most impoverished . I wonder if Mr. Patterson would re-examine the way that 
these little sc hool s are funded and in s tead of dealing with them on a per 
st udent basi s, consider giving them an initi a l amount and then after that fund s 
ba se d on a per student base , because obvious l y there is a problem there which 
s hould be rect i f i ed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you. Mr . Mini s ter . 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes , I fully appreciate the 
Member's point . I think really what he is sa ying is that there are what you 
cou ld call econom i es of sca l e associated with the l arger sc hool s whereby 
app l y in g a per student formula gives them al l kinds of flexibility as to what 
the y can purcha se, whereas the sma ll er sc hool with the relatively smaller 
budget may not have that kind of f l exibility. I think it i s a good point and 
have been thinking it over s inc e yesterday . I hav e heard the s ame point made 
in some meetings wi th regard to the iu ltural in c lu sion fund, that in a sma ll 
sc hool there just i s not enough money to hir e even one person , whereas a 
l arger sc hool ha s advantages in using limi ted funds. So, I think it is a good 
point and I thank him for the suggest i on and I will look again at the who l e 
ba s i s on which we provide operating and maintenance ass i stance for s chools and 
look particular l y at the problem of a sma ll school. 

Ju st further to that, Mr. Chairman, I did check thi s morning into the in cident 
of shortages referred to by Mr. Sibbeston at Thomas Simp son Sc hool and to the 
best of my knowledge that incident where s uppli es had to be borrowed , I believe 
from the hostel, occurred in 1980- 8 1 , when there was a cutback in all schoo l s 
in the NWT in the materials and supp lie s budget. In fact, I recall needling 
the Hon. Mr. Butter s about that when he had this job, but the budget was 
restored to its proper level in 1981-82. Mr. Butters did that and I now 
understand there ar e no indication s of shortages such as those which occurred 
in s ome areas in the 1980-81 schoo l year, but none the le ss, I do recognize 
that we s hould take a close look at the situation of the sma ll sc hool and I 
will do that . Than k you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you. Page 17.03 , schools, $42,579, 000. Mr. Curley. 

Expansion Of Schoo l In Esk imo Point 

MR. CURLEY: Mr . Chairman, I would like to ask the Minister whether or not he 
could confirm to this House that he will in the near future look into the 
possibility of expanding the present school in Eskimo Point. I believe this 
coming fall, next fall, that school will be probably handling very close to 
400 students. I do not know whether or not he has any plans to increa se that 
schoo l , becau se as he knows, it i s very crowded and the community ha s been 
asking for additional classrooms. Could the Minister indicate whether he has 
any plans through the cap ital planning in this budget? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr . Curley. Mr . Minister. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, there are no plans to add new sc hool 
facilities in Eskimo Point in the capital plan . I did make a commitment yesterday 
to loo k immediately at the need for more staff in Eskimo Point and report back to 
the Member as soo n as possible , but our capital plan in the Keewati n region is 
devoted to the Keewatin educationa l centre, and finishinq the replacement school 
in Rankin Inlet . However, I think when these concerns are raised, it sig nal s the 
department that we sho uld look at the enrolments and make sure that we are not 
overlooking any need s that might be comi ng up, so I will do that. Thank you. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Kilabuk. 

Proposal To Move School In Pangnirtung 

MR. KILABUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman . The question that I raise 
from my people in Pangnirtung , may not be so good to hear. There i s an airstrip 
in the middle of the town. They have concerns about small children going to 
sc hool, whether they can move about the school at the end of the strip. We have 
rever heard any co ncern expressed by the education people . There i s one 
portable classroom and it is very crowded. I would like to ask whether they 
can move the school away from the airstrip. We have never had an answer. They 
have answered , but they keep saying that the government has no fund s for thi s 
type of thing . 

The bus for the school children is not in running condition. The kindergarten 
children have to wa1k to school in very cold weather. I wonder if the Mini s ter 
can give this problem his consideration and find funds, maybe. Perhaps ne xt 
year. I want this to be considered because I have concerns for the young children 
starting school. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Qujannamiik . Mr. Minister, can you answer the question? 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, I am informed by Mr . Lewis that this is 
the first time that the department has heard of a request that the school be 
moved. I am aware of the problem Hith the airstrip and concern of people in 
Pangnirtung about its closeness to the town . I can say for certain that it 
would be extremely difficult to allocate money to this project this summer as 
the Member suggests, and I say that not because I feel there is no merit in 
his suggestion; I think it is certainly something we could look at. However, 
because there are more pressing needs in the Baffin region , and particularly I 
feel I have a very strong obligation to another community in the Member's 
constituency, in Clyde River , to add an addition to the school there -- they 
were delayed one year on that already and are expecting action to take place in 
the coming year -- I think we can look at the request, but I would not offer 
much hope that we can do anything this coming year. Thank you. 

MR. FRASER: We lost the quorum. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Kilabuk. 

MR. KILABUK: (Translation) Mr. Minister, I am not asking you to take action 
right away, but to take consideration for the year 7984-85. Each school year 
there will be more students, and of course . .. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) We have lost a quorum. Proceed. 

MR. KILABUK: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, action does not have to be taken right 
away, but I am concerned in Pangnirtung that there will be some more 
preschoolers going to school in the next year, so I would like the Minister to 
take this into consideration, and whether it would be possible to put the school 
on the other side of the airstrip. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr . Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, I agree thoroughly with the Member, knowing 
the situation in Pangnirtung, that when it comes time to build a new school or 
add a classroom, we should certainly put those buildings on the other side of 
the airstrip so the young children who live on that side of town do not have to 
cross the strip to go to school. I think that that is a good suggestion, and 
I will make sure that that is in our future plans. Thank you. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you . Mr. Eva lu arjuk . Schools, page 17.03. 

Mai nt enance Of Schoo l s 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am sorry that 
statements I have heard -- I s hall co ntinu e to make statements on sc hool s . The 
first concern, it is not only concerning Igloolik, but concerning the schoo l s in 
the Eastern Arctic. They are having some problems in so me co mmunitie s. Perhaps 
the Department of Public Works are looking after this, or they are not doing 
their work very we ll. For example, in Igloolik school, and including other 
schools -- Pond Inlet -- this year there have been some students who were 
unable to go to school because of the weather. If there is bad weather, so metimes 
it i s difficult. Also during the spring or summer days. I think you are well 
aware of that as you are Minister. That is the first concern that i s causing 
problems. I think you are well informed of that . 

Secondly, you are also informed about the request from the Department of 
Education . You have responded to that, that it was impossible. People in 
Igloolik are not happy with that . The school in Igloolik is getting to be 
quite smal l , and also after three years are over it is well known that there i s 
not going to be an additional school there . I think some of them will not be 
able to go to schoo l. Ther e is also a problem which you are aware of concerning 
this huge problem, and if we are going to hav e to look after our children 
a bout di seases, that can be brought up. I think you are aware of that. That 
is the seco nd stateme nt . 

Also, this i s not really co ncerning the sc hool s, but rather the teachers. Ther e 
have been some requests for additional grade 10 in Igloolik , but when I was 
informed -- in the year 198 1 , that is when we can get the results for receiving 
grade 10 in Igloolik. How ever, we were told that there are no additional 
teachers com ing to Igloolik. Even though if there has to be a grade 10 in 
Igloolik , I do not think that is necessary. Your people have to respond to 
that. In the meantime , there i s a need for additional teachers, but I think 
that it is in the ordinance. That is the third s tatement . 

Also, fourthly, you are we ll aware that in Igloolik there is a teacher who is 
a full-time Inuit cultura l inclusion teacher or in struct or, and that rea ll y 
help s when there i s an instructor like that. However, regarding the 
curriculum on Inuktitut, Inuit cultural inclu sio n, it is very hard to get so me 
textbooks in Inuktitut, but the Eastern Arctic has been taking consideration 
of that, and that person who is making the curriculum i s taking a lot of t im e 
to finish this work, and some of the people are concerned about that. This 
concern is not concerned with Igloolik, but with other communities, if you 
understand me. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): (Translation) Would you like to respond? 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, I wou ld like to try to respond. I am aware of some 
of the problems that the Member ha s referred to, as far as the schoo l 
bui l dings and structures themselves are concerned -- particularly in Pond Inlet 
and Igloolik , and there are other communities. In fact, this, I think, is the 
year of th~ roofs, as far as schools are concerned. As the Member knows, 
responsibility for this kind of repair and renovation really rests with the 
Department of Pub li c Works, and I think he wou ld probahly get better answers to 
his questions if he wou ld agree to ask those questions when the Department of 
Public Works comes up. 

We are kept pretty well informed of what is pl anned, but I wou l d prefer that 
the questions be asked at that time. I wou l d ask the Member if he would agree 
to ho lding those questions until Public Works comes up. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : (Translation) Is it possible that yo u could bring this 
up when DPW i s at the witness table? 

MR. EVALUARJUK : (Translation) I agree with that, Mr. Chairman. Tho se statements 
I made ear li er about additional teachers requested, I wonder if the Minister 
wi ll respond to this que s tion , if they will have that or not . Thank yo u . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : Mr. Mini s ter . 

HON . DENNI S PATTERSON : Mr . Chairman, I have received a request from the 
Igloolik education society for additional s upport for th e cultural program in 
that schoo l , and Mr. Lewi s also i s aware of the request there concerning grade 
10 , as I am, but I would like to ask him to respond on my beha l f. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Mr. Lewi s . 

Additional Teachers For Igloolik 

MR. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, regarding the issue of staffing at Igloolik and many 
other place s, we tried to find a solution to that problem two years ago by 
a llowing communities to decide what kind of staff they would like to have. That 
resulted in some moneys being made available for people to hire people to provide 
the program that the community wanted. However, that re s ulted in six teachers 
being lo s t, and this House gave us direction that they would not li ke us to 
proceed in that fashion in future , and as a result , the staff that people have 
asked for have not been made avai lable . 

The request that we have received from Igloolik i s to provide $55,000 so that 
a better program can be offered in cultural inclusion, which would increase 
the amount of money for that program from $28 per student, as it was last year , 
up to more than $200 a student. In order to provide that program in the 
Northwest Territories, we would hav e to ask for an additional $2.5 million so 
that other communities could ha ve the same. 

The way we could so lve the problem for Igloolik , if the society were to agree, 
would be to return to the agreement that we had two years ago whereby the 
$55,000 could be made available and they would then manage with the current 
level of staffing that they have , but would have that money to hire the 
cultural instructors that they want. If they wish to have the grade 10 program, 
which we have been working on for three years now, we had anticipated that only 
one more teacher would be required to offer that program. However, if a society 
wants to offer a grade 10 , the same as a grade 10 in Yellowknife or in Frobi s her , 
then they would require to have more than one teacher to provide a full academic 
program. That is why the grade 10 program has not been extended to as many 
places as have asked for them, simply because to have the same program as 
exists in the regional centres we would have to have more than one additional 
staff member because of the wide variety of subjects that would have to be 
taught. However, if Igloolik would agree to offering the community program 
that we have been working on, then we could find that extra staff position to 
deliver that program. Th ank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. On page 17.03, $42,57g,ooo. Mr . Curley. 

MR. CUR LE Y: Mr. Chairman , I would like to pursue further the very important 
and critical school and classroom space problems in Eskimo Point. I do not 
think they can be ignored any longer . I am not expecting any solution to the 
classroom space problems this fall, but I believe the Minister is going to have 
to have guidance from the local education authority to examine the very essential 
requirements to be able to carry out a . school program in Eskimo Point. They 
are having a very critical classroom shortage and s pace problems. It does not 
loo k like they will solve that either thi s coming school year. It could be that 
they may not be solved by the coming year either, like a year after. 
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Motion Th at Th e Minister Of Education Examine Shortage Of Space In Eskimo Point 
School, Carried 

So I wou ld lik e to reco mm end and I do move that this Assemb l y recommends to 
the Min ister of Education t hat he consu lt with Eskimo Point local education 
authorities and examine wit h them the present critical schoo l classroom space 
shortage s, taking into account the present enro lment of schoo l children and nezt 
year s projections. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Th ank you , Mr. Cur l ey . Can we have a copy of that 
motion? Your mot i on i s in order . Do you want to speak to your motion , please? 

MR. CURLEY : Yes . Mr. Chairman , the present facility is a big school which 
wa s bui l t sometime in the l ate 60s. It is not like any modern school where 
you can add an addition to it ea s ily . It is very comp l ex , sort of scientific 
the machinery there, eh? It i s not a very decent facility to be seen in a 
Northwest Territories community . So I wou ld ask the Mini ster to take a good 
look at that schoo l and consu l t with the local education authority to see whether 
or not they can find a way to imp rove the critica l space problems that they do 
have. Presently, I think , the Department of Education has been trying to find 
old buildings here and there and renovate them, and therefore it is not a 
strange th in g to see a number of little buildings around that red comp l ex in 
Eskimo Point. So I would ask him to consu l t with them very soon so that t hey 
do have a plan sometime this spring , if they are to expect any kind of capital 
pl ans to be included in next years budget. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you. To the motion . Are you ready for the 
question? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Question has been ca ll ed . All those in favour of that 
motion? Down. Opposed? The motion is carried . 

---Carrie d 

Total O And M, Schools, Agreed 

Page 17.03, 0 and M, schools, $42,579,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Total O And M, Cont inuin g Education 

Thank you. Page 17.04, continuing education, 0 and M, $2,402,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you . Mr. McLaughlin. 

MR . McLAUGHLIN: I just have one s hor t question on co ntinuin g education, and it 
has to do with the Edmonton office an d the serv i ces that it provide s students. 
I was just wondering if the Minister cou ld give us the details on which people 
and positions are being moved out of the Edmonton office to the Territories; 
which are staying in Edmonton; and exact l y what the people that stay there and 
that move wi ll be doing. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Mr. Minister . 
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Edm onton Po s ition s Tran sfer r ed To Yellowknife 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I am not s ure if this i s in continuing education, but I 
do not want t o quibble with the place thi s qu est ion is asked . Mr . Chairman, 
to answer the que st ion we are consolidating s tudent ser vi ces - - or rep 9triating 
st udent services to the Northwe s t Territori es and to the headquarters of the 
Department of Education . The Edmonton office will continue to ha ve one 
counsellor available to deal with handicapp ed st udent s, and certain need s of 
students in the Edmonton area for counselling. The rem2ining positions will be 
transferred and integrated with our existing headquarter s sta ff in Yellowknife 
in an attempt -- or to the effect of providing some sav ings . Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudlu k ) : Thank you . Mr. McLaughlin . 

MR. McLAUGHLIN : Sorry, Mr. Chairman. I thought that you had ju st approved 
page 17 . 04 and that we are now on page 17 . 05 , but ... 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): You s topped me at page 17 . 04. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Ye s. Everybody said, "agreed" , and I thought we had moved. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : That was me. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: If it i s all right , I shall ju s t continue. When you move the 
people from Edmonton to the Northwest Territories , do you intend to continue 
some sort of a counselling process for the first year students, and for students 
that are going to be going into post-secondary education, will you be advising 
them while they are still in high school, taking advantage of Mr. Servant and 
the other people in the Edmonton office who have experience in this area? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you, Mr. McLaughlin . Where are we now? I am 
lost . I am on page 17 . 04 , still. Mr. Minister . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes , Mr. Chairman. There will continue to be one 
counsellor in Edmonton, as I suggested. Our man years in the area of student 
support will be concentrated in the Territories. We are hoping that we can 
retain the services of Mr. Servant, but that position will now be based in 
Yellpwknife, and will continue to function as a supervisor of the student 
financial aid program. Also supporting this program will be a manager of 
student services and the loan clerk and financial clerk functions, which we 
will be integrating with our present expertise in the department . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr . Minister. Are you on page 17.05? 

MR . McLAUGHLIN: Sure. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Agreed . 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Do you want to get approval of page 17.04 first? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Somebody else has a question on page 17.04 , I believe. 
You finish your que s tion, and we will go back to 17 . 04. Okay. Mr . Kilabuk. 
Page 17.04. 

MR . KILABUK : (Translation) Mr. Chairman, continuing education, page 17.04. My 
question might not be too much of an emergency, but the people that want 
continuing education in my community , they us ually want to go to the adult 
education; they are very interested in getting further education, but the 
adult educator went to school for a whole year and in February he is going to 
be finished. I think that one adult educator is not enough for the whole 
community for people who want to keep continuing education. Some adult education 
association asked for an additional educator. Would the administration agree to 
their request , because there are a lot of people in Pangnirtung who would like 
to have more adult educ ators? Can I get an answer, Mr. Minister? 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr . Min i ster. 

HO N. DEN N1S PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, last year, due to financia l restraint, 
there was a requirement that we re du ce the number of adult e du cators 
throughout the Northwest Territories, mainly by freezing vacant positions . 
However, this year we have been ab l e to add three and a ha lf new positions to 
the adu lt ed ucat i on or cont inuing education orogram throughout the Northwest 
Territories, an d they ha ve been very caref ull y parcelled up th ro ughout the 
regions in the Territories. In the Baffin there wil l be one new po s ition . Th e 
regiona l superintendent has adv i sed me that t he very best way, in his view, to 
take advantage of this extra position that will be ava il ab l e in the co ming year 
wo uld be to have a person serv in g the who l e region whose job would be to try 
and co-ordinate requests from the communit i es for exte nsio n progra ms which 
coul d be delivered from Th e bacha College i n Fort Smit h , or , indeed, from 
Frobisher Bay, and hi s view i s that t hi s wou ld be the very best way of im proving 
the serv i ce to al l comm uniti es. 

The superintende nt accepts adv i ce from the Baff in region educat ion soc i ety and 
that, if Pa ngnirtun g were to bring to t hat soc i ety a request that that position 
shou ld go to Pangnirtung, this wo uld be ser iou s l y co ns id ere d , but hi s opinion . 
now i s th at i t wou ld be best to try a nd use th at new pos ition to benefit all 
t he com muni t i es in Baffin . I will take not e of the Member ' s s uggesti on and 
discuss that with th e s up r, rintendent. I would s ugg est that he s hould pur sue it 
thro ugh Pangnirtung's representation on th e reg ion a l ed ucat ion society. Th a nk 
yo u . 

Tot a l O And M, Continuing Education, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Continuing ed ucat io n, page 17.04, total O arid M, 
$2,402,000. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agr ee d . 

--- Ag re e d 

Tot a l O And M, College Programs 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Okay. Page 17 . 05 , college program s, total O and M, 
$5,96 7,000. Do you want to continue , Mr , McLaughlin? 

MR . McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The only other thing in this part 
that concerns me i s the i ss uing of cheques to the s tudent s for their living 
allowance which right now is done I think on a monthly ba s is. How will you 
di s bur se thi s money to the s tudents after March 31st? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr . Mini s ter. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, we are planning on us ing the mail and if 
there are problems, there are ways of getting around those problems with 
courier service or transfers. I am aware th a t students in places like Labrador, 
where I visited two students attending di st rict vocational school this year, 
had experienced considerable delays, and I have tried to act on every one of 
those problems as they came up, but we will certainly endeavour to mail the 
cheques early enough s o that the students are assured of receiving them well in 
advance. It certainly would not appear to be a problem with the majority of 
our students being in Alberta . It certainly would not appear to be a major 
problem getting cheques to them on time, but I am concerned about providing a 
good se rvice in the other, more far-reaching areas . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : Thank you. Mr . McLaughlin. 
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Counselling Service s For Students From The North 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Just one other general comment in thi s area i s that , when 
talking to Mr. Ritcey in Ottawa , he empha s ized to me how important it was to 
have counselling for student s from the North, especially nati ve s tudents to 
make sure that th ey are able to find housing and for all th e oth e r problem s 
that · can happen to anybody who goes out to the South for the first time . He 
real l y emphasized that you had to have a lot of counselling service for the s e 
student s -- and he was alway s in a battle to have a lot of money -- and I know 
he spend s a lot more money per student than we do. Then , going back to this 
Carcajou report that was done by a company in Edmonton , to evaluate "the Edmonton 
office, their recommendations were that, in order to better serve the s tudents 
of the Northwest Territories, the number of counsel l ors and s taff in the 
Edmonton office should increase ; in fact what we have done i s decrease those 
peop l e. I was wondering why the contradiction from what Mr . Ritce y advi s e s , 
who you yourself, Mr. Minister, have said runs an e xcel l ent program in Ottawa. 
Hi s advice is certain l y that you need lots of counsellors and help for student s . 
Then an eva luation of the Edmonton office says we need more peop l e a nd your 
department goes and takes everybody out of the Edmonton office . I was wondering 
what the logic of this i s . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: First of all, not everybody is being removed from the 
Edmonton office. There wil l be a counse ll or there. Secondly, the rationale 
for establishing the Edmonton office admittedly wa s to look after native 
students who might have, perhaps, special problems adjusting to the urban life. 
Unfortunately, to date -- I hope this situation improves -- we only have a very 
small portion of the total number of students l eaving the Territories for higher 
education that are native students. I could dig up the figures here, but I 
think it is probably no more than 10 or 15 per cent. There certain l y will be 
one counse llor there who could, I think, quite adequately loo k after their 
needs. 

Transfer Of Administrative Functions To Headquarters 

The main functions that have been transferred are administrative functions and 
they will continue to be carr i ed out. Hopefully, it will cost us l ess than it is 
costing now, since we are able to conso lid ate it within our existing headquarters 
function and blend some of the functions of other staff members in the accounting 
c le rical area with those duties. 

I agree that it would be desirable if we cou ld have a personal cheque delivery 
service and more and better counselling availability for the students, but 
this i s an austerity measure in order to try to meet some of the other demands 
that are being placed on the department. I might also mention that these 
institutions often do have counselling avai l able to them -- to students -- as 
part of the institutions themselves and we will just hope that our students 
can avail themselves of the services in those areas. This was not an easy 
decision to make, but I am conf id ent that it is the right one, notwithstanding 
the recommendation of the Carcajou report. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Mc Laugh lin. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Just one more thing. The people left in the office in 
Edmonton, actual l y two of them will be employees of the Executive and one of 
them wi ll be an employee of Economic Development and Tourism, i s that right? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Minister. 



- 466 -

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Ye s, Mr . Chairman. My understanding i s that variou s 
dep a rtments of government , principally Education and Economic Development , but 
also , I think, to some e xtent Information Services , are co - operating in a 
fa s hion to maintain that office. I hope student s from the North will still feel 
th a t it i s a place that they can drop in and visit , read northern newspapers 
and the sort of things that the y have always done. Bu t we are hoping that 
locating the office in Yellowknife will provide an even better level of service , 
in th e sense of cost , th a n we have been able to provide to date . It is in no 
way a reflection on the performance or dedication of those employees in that 
office. They have -- we all know -- done an excellent job , but this i s a move 
at admini s trative efficiency . Thank y ou . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk) : Thank you . Honourabl e Member for Mackenzie Liard. 
College programs , page 17 . 05. 

Fe w Mackenzie Valley People Attend Thebacha College 

MR . SIBBESTON : (Translation) In Fort Smith they have Thebacha College . A lot 
of people in the Mackenzie Valley , they do not go to Thebacha College. I do 
not know the reasons why it is like that . At Thebacha College and AVTC in 
Smith, they are probably spending a lot of money to get education -- people in 
education to ha ve better facilities. I do not know why in Mackenzie Liard there 
are not enough student s going to AVTC. In Simpson there are quite a few people 
that they are going to apprentice in AVTC courses, but they get these people 
from the government, but not the native people - - the government people are the 
ones who need to take the apprentices . They have, at Thebacha College , good 
schooling, but not enough of our people -- they do not know about it. I have 
seen the head man of Thebacha College and had a good talk with him. How would 
you get our people to go to Thebacha College in all Mackenzie Liard? Sometimes 
when the government talks, the native people do not know what the government is 
talking about. Some of the government people they have cannot talk Slavey to 
the native people, so that is the reason why it is no good. In Mackenzie Liard 
they have a lot of people from Education . I want them to be going to communities 
of mine to discu s s with the people they have, how the people from Mackenzie 
Liard will go to Fort Smith to Thebacha College. Last spring I went to Fort 
Smith for one day . At Thebacha College there are hardly any native people 
that go to school there. I wonder if you could tell us how many Inuit or 
Slavey in our region they have got going to school in Fort Smith in Thebacha 
College. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you . Mr. Minister. 

Statistics Of Native Students Enrolled At Thebacha College 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, it is not true that there are few native 
people attending Thebacha College . In fact, I would say that there are only a 
few non-native people attending Thebacha College. There are a majority of 
native students at Thebacha College most of the time. The enrolment, of course, 
changes from one month to the next, because people are finishing courses and 
starting courses, but as of September, 1981, for example, we had 155 students 
enrolled in various courses. of · those, only 40 were non-native people, or 
about a third. The rest were native persons. There were 53 Inuit and a total 
of 62 Dene taking courses such as basic training for skill development, clerk 
typist, graphic arts training, housing maintenance, heavy equipment operation , 
social worker. There were five in the first year of the teacher education 
program, three Dene in the second year and four Dene in each of the two years 
of renewable resources and the Metis, who have been sort of segregated in this 
particular table I have, also were particularly well represented in renewable 
resources, with five in the first year and two in the second year. So, I would 
have to take some issue with the Member's comments. In the area of apprenticeship 
the native people may well be underrepresented . That is a matter that does not 
fall under the responsibility of this department. Thank you, Mr . Chairman. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk}: Thank you . The honourable Member for Mackenzie Liard . 

MR. SIBBESTON : Well , I will just say again that in my area or from my area 
I know that for some reason there are very few people that go to AVTC . Either 
people do not know about it or are not up to it, but I know from our area -- I 
really believe this - - that there are very few Dene and Metis people that go to 
Thebacha College. I think at the moment there is one per s on that I am aware of 
from Fort Simpson that is there and from Liard I suspect there is nobody ; from 
Wrigley, nobody; Jean Marie River, nobody ; Trout Lake, nobody ; Nahanni Butte , 
nobody ; and on and on. So , sure, there might be through your statistics a 
certain number of Dene and Metis people , but not from our area. I really feel 
they must be from Smith , they must be from Yellowknife , they must be from 
Inuvik . I really feel that there are not very many Dene people from the 
Mackenzie Valley, as such, taking part in the training that is available in 
Smith. 

Communication On Thebacha College Programs Is Lacking 

I am not saying this simply to be critical but I am really challenging the 
government to do something about it. I keep saying this government does not 
communicate very much with the Dene people. There is no communication going 
back and forth. There are no TV programs in Slavey about AVTC. There is 
nothing on the radio about AVTC . The press releases that are sent out are in 
English. So, really there is no communication between this government as such 
and the communities. I suppose maybe it is my job to provide that and I 
certainly do what I can when there are meetings with government, but I just 
really feel that Thebacha College needs to do a major job of selling itself , 
telling the people in my constituency about all the wonderful programs that 
are available, all the things that they can learn. 

Part of the problem is that there is a lack of apprenticeship positions in our 
area. The territorial government in Simpson has a number of apprenticeship 
positions open and they are usually filled with native people, so the government 
is doing as best they can in Simpson. Peter Worley is in charge of DPW and I 
think he has to be commended for the good work he is doing. The qovernment in 
Simpson though, in the area, can only take one carpenter apprentice, one mechanic 
apprentice, one painter apprentice, and that is it. I know there is one 
government carpentry apprentice in Simpson -- well that is over in AVTC now. 
There was a mechanic one in the fall. I am telling you the truth when I say 
there is nobody from our area and down the Mackenzie Valley and I think the 
government should take it seriously. 

I spoke to Ron Holtorf, who is the principal of the college, about this just 
last week and what I suggested is that he get in personal contact with the 
band in Simpson, with the vocational education teacher in Simpson, and make a 
personal effort to convince people that they should go to AVTC and I am sure 
he will. But obviously a major job needs to be done. I must say that I did 
go to Smith last spring. I went to AVTC and I toured the place and I did not 
see very many Dene people in the trades . At that particular time there were 
about 20 Dene people that were involved in the log building program. So, that 
aspect was good, but in the regular trades -- carpentry, electricians, electronics, 
welding, there is just a very few Dene people. I see white people there and I 
see a few Inuit people. So , I just feel that millions of dollars are going 
to Thebacha College but the Mackenzie Valley, the Dene people, are not taking 
advantage of it. Maybe the Dene do not want -- maybe there is a certain 
reluctance or maybe it is not the government's fault, but I do think that if 
the government did a job of telling people about it, communicating with the 
people, that people would go . 
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Training Funds For Dene Nation Questioned 

The other thing I think that concerns me is that I am aware that the Dene Nation, 
as part of the Norman Wells deal, are getting $10 million for training and one 
has to wonder why they are getting this money . I mean, the government has 
Thebacha College, which is supposed to educate everybody in the North and for 
some reason the Den e Nation has deemed that they need their own special funds in 
order to educate and train people . So, I would like to see what the government 
ha s to say about that aspect and also what fantastic or what wonderful things 
Mr. Patterson and hi s department can do to get more Dene over at Thebacha 
College. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Minister. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Fir st of all, I would like to 
thank the Member for s uggestion s that we do more to encourage people from his 
area to attend Thebacha College and take advantage of these programs that are 
available. I am not sure where all the Dene and Metis w~o I mentioned were 
enrolled in September, 1981, came from. I welcome the suggestion that we s hould 
seek applicants and we will follow up on that. I believe generally that we 
must make the public aware, particularly if they do not speak English , of 
educational opportunities that are available and make sure that languaqe is not a 
barrier to them acquiring some trades or sk ills. I will hope that by this time 
next year the Member will say that we have been able to attract more people 
from his area. I take that as a challenge. 

Training Funds Administered By Government Of The NWT 

Now, I want to very dir ect l y correct the statement which the Member made that 
th e Dene Nation are getting $10.5 million for training as part of the Norman 
Wells impact. This is not true at all. In fact, the Minister announced that 
training money would be made available to prepare people for jobs and 
employment opportunities that might come from Norman Well s, but that money was 
to be made available to the Government of the Northwest Territorie s to administer 
in co-operation with the representatives of the Dene and Metis and that is 
precisely what we are proposing to do. There has been a joint management 
committee set up with a working partnership of representatives of the Dene, 
Metis and this government . They will be very shortly conducting a detailed 
community by community need s assessment to determine exactly what need s are 
the greatest, what the communities want in the way of training to deal with 
the se new jobs that are arising and the money will be spent jointly by this 
management group. In no way should it be seen as an erosion of the territorial 
government's primary responsibility and jurisdiction in education. Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. I hope that clarifies the question. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. The honourable Member for Mackenzie Liard. 

MR. SIBBESTON: The Minister did not deal with why this $10 million or so was 
being granted as part of the Norman Wells pipeline project. I mean, is not 
Thebacha College sufficient? You have a big college in place. If it was doing 
its job, why, as part of the conditions for Norman Wells, did the Dene Nation 
and Metis Association press for education funds? Obviously, I think it must 
be because they think there is a deficiency in the government's training. 
Otherwise, I suppose they would just fill up AVTC and say that it is doing a great 
job; no $10 million is needed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

Training Funds For Upgrading To Meet Entrance Requirements 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, I think the real problem that we face, 
particularly with adults -- and the Member for the Western Arctic mentioned it, 
I believe, yesterday -- the real problem that we face is upgrading people to 
reach the entry levels where they can either have the skills required to perform 
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a job or e l se be eligible for s om e of the courses that are offered here. It i s 
getting to be these da ys that yo u have to hav e at lea st grade 10 to take even 
the mo st ba s i c trades training. I foresee the majorit y of these train in g 
fund s be ing spent simply on that , as pro viding th e allowances to ad ult s so they 
can affor d to attend, hopefully mo st l y in their communities a nd get bas ic adult 
upgrading s o that then th ey will be e ligible for the co ur ses. I think perhaps 
the Member may recognize that even in hi s own area, unfo rt unat ely, a lot of hi s 
constituents who might want to go to Th e bacha Co ll ege need he lp if th ey are to 
obtain the entrance levels. So, there is a great challenge and I think we 
welcome these funds as a way of making more s tudent s ava ilabl e to the course 
that we already do offer . Thank you. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Pudluk}: Thank you. The honourabl e Member for Mack e nzi e Liard. 

MR. SIBBES TON : Just so I am very clear and can expect a lot of act ion , can the 
Mini s ter assure me that there wi ll be special concentration on tr y ing to ge t 
Dene and Metis from the Mackenzie Valley into AVTC or else ex ten s ion program s 
brought to the commun iti es where s uch i s warranted? I ju s t would lik e that 
assurance, because I really do not want to see that s ituation continue . There 
is a real void . Th ere is a problem . You hav e a big sc hool ther e that i s not 
being use d by Dene people. I think yo u s hould find out why and take al l s teps 
to rectify it and that i s why I raise the matter too, about the board of 
director s . 

Mack e nzie Vall ey Not Represented On Thebacha Co ll ege Board 

It just seems, aga in , the valley gets screwed, becau se nobody from the va ll ey 
was named to the Th ebacha College board . You know, you have a couple of native 
people , one from Smith and one from the other end, Inuvik, but what about the 
val l ey? I am telling you that this i s happening . You are getting native people 
from the two ends, but nothing from the middle and you had better do something 
about it and not just a routine kind of an undertaking that, "Well, ma y be I wi ll 
speak to Mr. Lewis or maybe I will speak to Mr. Ron Holt orf -- give him a 
little phone call." I do not mean that. I mean recognize the situat i on as a 
major problem, a crisis, and do s omething definitely. Have AVTC flood the 
commun itie s, Dene communitie s. Get interpreters. Get v id eo. Get sound out 
to the people a s to what is there. Let us have some real Dene action. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk}: Thank you . Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I agree. think we shou ld strive to fill the place 
to capacity, and I think we know why there are not more native people in 
Thebacha College already. We do not ne ed to ask why they are not there. They 
are not there, in large measure, because for no fault of their own they have 
not had an opportunity to reach the entry levels. So my first priority and 
I think our government's fir st priority in participating in this joint management 
committee which is going to admin i ster these training fund s , i s to give people 
the basic education so that then they can decide what they want to do, whether 
they want to go into the teacher educat i on program, or whatever they might want 
to do. 

The other aspect, I agree, we have to inspire people, particularly in the 
sma ller communit ies where emp l oyment i s not readily available -- inspire them 
to educate themselves and they will find that the wor ld i s at their feet. I 
agree with the Member that there is a lot more that we can do, and I will be 
working toward that over the coming year. I expect to get a lot of assistance 
from the new board, and I will certain l y make sure that they are aware that they 
were chosen to represent more than the commun itie s they happen to live in . Th ey 
were chosen with the viewpoint of representing the int erests of a ll the people 
in a particular region, and I am conf ident that they will be of great assistance 
to us in getting the message out to the commun itie s that these opportuniti es 
are here for the taking. Thank you. 
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Total O And M, College Programs, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you . College programs , page 17.05, total O and M, 
$5 , 961,000 . Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Total O And M, Student Re s idences 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you . Student residences, page 17 . 06 , total O and 
M, $3 , 880 , 000 . Honourable Member for Mackenzie Liard . 

MR . SIBBESTON: Well , I must talk about the student residence in Fort Simpson. 
The student re s idence is run fu ll y by Dene people, and I think it is wonderful 
that it i s . They are not without some prob l ems, though , and a lot of it is 
financial . The board had a meeting this fall with Mr. Patterson about the 
financial difficulties that the student re s idence was having; primarily, things 
like not having enough money to pay their s upervisors well, not having enough 
money to pay housing subsidies, and not having enough money for some of the 
things, I gue s s, that other hostels just take for granted. I need not tell the 
Minister because he was at that meeting and he was told about some of the 
problems. I under s tand that he ha s responded in helping out the student residence 
to the extent of about $75,000 for this fiscal year. 

However , there is s till the l arge problem of getting enough money to pay 
supervisors on a par with other student residences in the North. The 
administration and board of directors, too, have thought that there need to 
be extra mone y s to provide more superv i sors than are presently hired, 
because the student s that go to Simpson come from the little communities and 
it is quite a cultural shock, quite a change for the st udent s that come to a 
residence , so they need more attention, more help in adapting, in coping with 
th e school, for instance . So it is not li ke a normal hostel li ke, maybe, 
Yellowkn i fe, where the students that come are genera ll y older and have 
experience so can cope fair l y well without needing a lot of personal attention. 

Students In Fort Simpson Hostel Need Extra Supervisory Help 

The other thing is that some of the students that are in that hostel in Simpson 
are students of parents who are having difficulty, a lot of alcohol problems, 
or e l se students that Social Services has placed in the residence, so some of 
them are not normal and need extra help. So I know the board of directors 
asked the government to at least provide enough money so the superv i sors worki ng 
there can be paid the same as a superv i sor in other hostels, particularly 
those in Akaitcho Hall here; and also some money to provide extra supervisors. 
Also, money to provide a bit of a housing subs idy , because the residence is 
having a hard time keeping good employees because their pay was so piddly with 
no housing subsidy. Other companies or other agenc i es in town could provide 
them with more pay, so they would invariably l eave . Certain thinqs were 
needed to be done so that the hostel cou ld be brought up and in a real good 
working condition. I just wonder if the Minister, in his present budget, has 
budgeted for an increase in the things that I have talked about. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Minister. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, I am we ll aware of the problems that the 
Member has raised. It is a very comp li cated question. I am not trying to 
dodge it. I think Mr . Stap leton , the super int endent there, is working with the 
soc iety to try and come up with a revised budget to meet their needs, but as I 
told the society when I met wi th them -- I gues s it was this summer -- on a per 
pupil cost, we are paying far more to look after one student in Fort Simpson 
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than we are , for example , in Akaitcho Hall or Inuvik. Now , that i s not to say 
that there are not real need s, but I think we are going to have to have so me 
hard talk s with the s ociety about just what level of s taff that they fe e l they 
s hould s usta in th ere. For example, with an enrolment l ast year of 58 st ud e nt s, 
there was a total sta ff of 16 people . Yet with 173 s tudent s in Yellowknife we 
had 20 s taff , and 16 s taff looked after 150 st udents la st year in Grollier Hall. 
I recognize that there may be special need s with younger students in Simpson , 
but these ~uestion s are going to have to be considered carefully . 

Problems With Budget Funding Of Koe Go Cho Society 

The other problem that I see with Koe Go Cho -- I should not sa y it i s a 
problem -- but the other thing that we have to separate from the residence 
budget i s the cost of operating the socie ty. Right now, the s ociety 
administration , travel for s ociety meetings, and all that sort of thin ~ i s 
considered as r a rt of the residence budget . I really think , as I have told the 
honourable Member, and as I have asked the s ociety them se lve s to consider, that 
what they s hould do is incorporate themselves, or offer to become an area 
educational authority. Then they could be funded as an education advisory body 
similar to other bodies that the department supports in other areas and regions 
of the Territories . We could split off the costs of operating the society from 
the operating costs of the residence and deal with them separately and thereby 
not confuse all these costs in the one budget. I think that would solve a lot 
of the problems that we are facing now with the budget. 

I feel confident that before the coming year these matters can be worked out 
with my staff in the region with the society. I am s ure the honourable Member 
will continue to aid that process. In other words , we need to develop a new 
budget in the coming year , and the solution of finding $75,000, which we were 
able to do out of the regional budget within the last couple of weeks to cover 
a deficit , is no real solution at all. We have to look at the whole overall 
costs for the year realistically, establish a new budget and make sure that the 
society feels they are able to stick with it. I think that can be done over 
the next couple of months . I am sure I will get some help if I need it from 
the honourable Member. So that is the solution as I see it there. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you , Mr. Minister. Mr. Curley, do you 11ant to 
speak? You have only two minutes. Take it or leave it for tomorrow. Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: I move that we report progress. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk): To the motion. All those in favour? Did you hear the 
motion? Opposed? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

t'!R. SPEAKER: Mr . Pudluk. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILL 1-82(1) , APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE , 
1982-83 

MR. PUDLUK: Mr. Speaker, your committee has been considering Bill 1-82(1) and 
wish to report progress with one motion being adopted. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Pudluk. Are there any announcements? Mr . Braden. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you very much , Mr. Speaker. I would like to just 
make a brief statement concerning one of our Members. Mr. William Noah, the 
MLA from Baker Lake, will be having an e xhibition of early drawings at the 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre on Thursday, February 18th, at 10:30. 
It is gratifying to know that we have an artist in addition to Mr. Wah-Shee in 
our midst , and I would just like to take this opportunity to invite all Members 
to come to this official opening of Mr . Noah's exhibition. Thank you. 

--- Applause 
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MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Min i ster. Are there any further anno un cements 
from the floor? Mr. Cl erk, announcements and order s of the day, please. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Remna nt): Yes, Mr . Speaker. Tomorrow , Wednesday, 
there wi ll be a meeting of the spec i a l committee on education in room 30 1 at 
9:30 a.m . Members w"l l recall that at ll : 30 a.m. tomorrow is the lun cheon 
meeting in Katimavik A with the Science Advisory Board. 

ITEM NO. 14: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day, l :00 p.m., Wed nes day, February 17, 1982 . 

l. Pr ayer 

2. Replies to Commissioner's Address 

3. Ora l Questions 

4. Questions and returns 

5. Petit i ons 

6 . Tabling of Document s 

7. Reports of Standing and Specia l Committees 

8. Notice s of Motion 

9. Notices of Motion for Fir st Reading of Bill s 

10. Motions 

ll. Introduction of Bill s for First Read in g 

12. Second Reading of Bi ll s 

13. Considerat ion in Com mitt ee of t he Whole of Bill s, Recommendations to the 
Legi s l ature and Other Matters: Bil l l- 82(1); 13th Report of the Stand in g 
Com mittee on Finance 

14. Orders of the Day 

MR. SPEAKER: Th ank you, Mr . Clerk . Thi s House stands adjourned until l :00 p.m., 
February 17, 1982. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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