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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

WEDNESDAY , FEBRUARY 17, 1982 

Mr . Appaqaq, Mr . Arlooktoo, Hon . George Braden, Hon . Tom Butters, Ms Cournoyea , 
Mr. Curley, Mr. Evaluarjuk, Mr. Fraser , Mr. Kilabuk , Mr. MacQuarrie, 
Hon. Arnold Mccallum , Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Noah , Hon. Dennis Patterson , Mr. Pudluk , 
Mr. Sayine, Mr . Sibbeston , Mrs . Sorensen, Hon . Don Stewart, Hon. Kane Tologanak 

ITEM NO. l : PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon . Don Stewart) : Yesterday we had some unfini s hed business, a request 
from Mrs. Sorensen that the word "racist" be struck from the records. Mr. Curley , 
at that time we wished to have a look at the verbatim reports. Are you prepared 
at this time to withdraw your statement? 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have not as yet read the transcript. Maybe the 
Member who aske d me to withdraw it could confirm that . If it is in the transcript, 
then I am prepared to withdraw it, but I have not had time to look at i t. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. For your information, Mr. Curley, it is . 
then, that you are asking that this be withdrawn from the record s. 

MR. CURLEY: I do, Mr. Speaker . 

understand 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Orders of the day for Wednesday, February 17th . 

Item 2, replies to Commissioner's Address. 

ITEM NO. 2: REPLIES TO COMMISSIONER'S ADDRESS 

Mr. Curley. 

Mr. Curley's Reply 

MR. CURLEY: (Tran s lation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to speak in 
Inuktitut for a while. I am glad that we can meet again in the House where we 
are going to be dealing with the Northwest Territories budget which will be used 
for the coming year. We can also try to help our people, and also, concerning 
the motions that have been made, I have been thinking that they have to be looked 
over, which would satisfy the Executive Committee, and I think the government 
administration has been given some priorities by the MLAs . We are not trying to 
make them work too hard. We are not saying these things to them because we are 
not happy with them, but the thing is we want to let them know that even though 
we are far away we have to be listened to by the government administration. Even 
though we live far away from headquarters, we do not want them to forget about 
us. I just wanted to reply to the Commissioner's Address. Especially in the 
Keewatin district, the people going back and forth are meeting in different 
communities. I want to help the Commissioner and the senior government officials. 
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Good Co-operation In The Keewatin 

The hamlet councillors are really doing their job well in the Keewatin. The 
regional government and the settlement councils are beginning to work together . 
We Inuit people, we are trying to work with the government. I can also state 
that right now I am very happy that -- please stand up, Michael Kusugak. I 
stated yesterday that his uncle died . I would like you to be aware -- his name 
was Ussak and he was helping a lot. I can state that he is the assistant 
regional superintendent for Local Government for the Keewatin region, and I can 
also state that he is a person, a native working as the assistant to the super­
intendent of Local Government, and looks after the communities and development 
in communities. For example, the Keewatin wildlife federation is co-operating, 
and T olso would like you to be aware that as a spokesman for that organization, 
I wo ~~ d like you to recognize them. They will be needing some support because 
the organization is always short of funding, and when there are no funds available 
the mandate they have will not be finished. I will be talking in English to 
get my communications across. (Translation ends) 

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to be taking part again in the debates in this chamber. 
I think it is important that we are able to express our feelings and our concerns 
to this House without having to be inferior because our regions are so far remote 
anu so on, and I would like to inform this House of the development of the region 
that I represent. Keewatin South is pleased to be able to report through me 
that there are a number of developments that must be recognized. I indicated 
some of them; local governments, Keewatin wildlife federation, but I would also 
like to state that in the Keewatin we have a very active chamber of commerce. 

Keewatin Chamber Of Commerce 

I think it should also be recognized by this House that the chamber of com~erc c 
is concerned with the Keewatin economy . They have made a number of representations 
to the Minister of Economic Development, and I would like him to know that if 
he is re-elected to this portfolio that he must and should be able to communicate 
with that body as regularly as possible rather than waiting for annual visits 
to the region and so on. They are concerned with a number of issues; improving 
transportation, improving the rights of the small businessman to enable him to 
have first choice in terms of acquiring contracts, whether they be government 
contracts, construction contracts. I think these are very serious issues that 
will have to be dealt with and improvements made, particularly with the Housing 
Corporation formal bids that the government normally issues. The small contractors 
are concerned that they are not being given proper attention when the contracts 
are issued to the government, or that there are perceptions in the region that 
the officials of the Housing Corporation tend to deal with tenders behind the 
scenes and make deals without asking for a fair share of consideration when they 
are bidding for the government contracts. I think we will have to look at that 
seriously, whether or not there are conflicts of interest, and the performance 
of the officials of the Housing Corporation in the field, because we have to 
get this kind of mistrust between the Housing Corporation officials and the 
contractors completely open and clean it up if we have to. I think that will 
be an issue that we will want to address when we deal with the Housing Corpo-
ra ti on ' s es i:: i 1:1 ates . 

Private Entrepreneurs Should Be Encouraged 

Mr. Speaker, I am also concerned with an ongoing concern of my region, particularly 
shipping and freight-forwardinq, that the private operators must be supported 
by this government, and that the government must stop paying lip-service to those 
private operators, and allow them to be able to compete in delivering freight and 
so on. This government must support them, whether it be through renegotiating 
the terms and conditions that they have for the Northern Transportation Company 
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Limited . The Commissioner, John Parker, assured me one year and a half ago in 
this Hou se that he wou ld go back to the Northern Transportation Co mpan y Limit ed 
and renegotiate that agreement to allow the private operators to have a role 
to play in developing that part of the economy. I think it is important that 
this government and this Legislative Assembly support the northern economy, 
support the Keewatin economy. 

So far we ,have been supporting the federal government economy, federal government 
revenue by cont inuin g to support crown corporations like NCPC and NTCL. I sa id 
the other day that it i s about time we stopped supporting federal crown corpo­
rations and supported our own corporations in the Northwest Territor ie s to 
prPvide that service to our people . I really believe that we s hould no long er 
be sitting comfortably in our offices in the headquarters and be satisfied with 
those contracts, those agreements. They shou ld be redrawn to reflect the desires 
and the competition, the will of the private entrepreneurs, so that they can 
have a role to pla y in these very difficult sconomic times that we now have. 
Th at goes for other government supply serv i ces that this government supports. 
Th ere ha ve been cases in my region where the department of supp l y services 
i ssues a contract for oil delivery to some people who live down south. Once 
they get the contract, they go back down so uth and return when the summer months 
have come around. 

I think we must provide opportunities for lo cal operators, whether they be 
co-operatives or private northern community incorporated businessmen. That is 
the only way that we are going to be ab l e to provide jobs and ensure that the 
revenues that shou ld be accr ued by the comm uniti es stay in the comm unit y rather 
than be taken out, which is a common practice, particularly with the Housinq 
Corporation, the Department of Public Works, contracts i ssued by this qovernment. 
If we mean what we say in support inq the northern economy, I think first of a ll 
we must redraw the government regulations and quit pla yin g around, interfer in ~ 
wit h qovernment interventions, anything against private interests, private 
operators. That, I think, we must take serious l y if we are ser iou s about improving 
the northern economy. 

Air Service To The Keewatin 

So these are the few concerns that I have, Mr. Speaker, but I a l so would li ke 
to talk about the air transportation. I think it is of cont inuing interest to 
the Keewatin people. Keewatin peop l e have gone through a very difficult two 
years of frustration with regard to regional transportation, particularly with 
Ca lm Air. That , I think, s hould be recognized by the Assembly and the government 
that Keewatin people do not deserve to be treated in such a frustrating fashion. 
They recognize the only means to move passengers and goods and services i s 
mainly by air transportation. Th e government shou ld not condone that the kind 
of serv ic e that the Keewatin people deserve shou ld be one of frustration and -­
for all the other regions. People in Keewat in s hould not have to be angry about 
the regional carrier that they have. We are glad to say that we have a very 
good serv ice between Yellowknife, Frobisher Bay, and to Winnipeg now, a number 
of times a week, through Northwest Territorial Airways, and we are glad to see 
that this Assembly supports that route and transportation as well as the 
Govern ment of the Northwest Territories. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I think we have very int erest ing visitors these days. 
We have just had a lunch eo n with the Science Acvisory Board who are concerned 
with scientific matters in the Northwest Territories. I think they have a very 
influential role to play in influencing the federal government and sc ientific 
community as well as the -- you know, in this business of the resource developm e nt 
in the Territori es, as well as the non-renewable resources, and the scie ntific 
-- in terms of medical research and so on. I wou l d like to state as far as my 
region i s concerned, we would like to bring them to our side of the North, to 
our part of the Northwest Territories, and to sup port whatever they must s upport 
for the Northwest Territorie s. 
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Regional Hospital For Keewatin 

So far, I think the attention by the various agencies supported by this government 
tends to be in favour of either the federal position or the position of the 
provinces and s o on . I could possibly relate, for instance , that we have in 
the Keewatin region great difficulty in establishing and in getting major support 
from the provinces or government agencies to establish a medical hospital in the 
Keewatin region . I think we should no longer at this time in the history of the 
Northwest Territories be squabbling about who should provide the services, whether 
the provincial governments should have control of these institutions that should 
belong to the people , that should be near or right where the people are. That 
goes without saying in southern Canada, but how about the more isolated 
communities? In Keewatin, we have been saying for a number of years, there 
must be a regional hospital in the Keewatin. It may be that we are asking for 
too much and that the time may not be right; but if it is so, I would like these 
experts to tell me that the federal government cannot afford to build an 
institution for that type of service . If that is the case , the only language 
that I can understand is "No", because that i s clear to me . If it is not possible , 
then I can underst und that, but if there are other reasons, I think they should 
explain to those of us that are not -- economically -- academically and intel­
lectually able to communicate with these kinds of experts. 

Constitutional Development Predicament 

Mr . Speaker , I would like to quote one of the important Member s of a previous 
Assembly . I think it has some relevance to this predicament that we face today 
in terms of p6litical development. We have been trying to make headway and 
improve this crisis that we have with the political and constitutional development 
of the Northwest Territories . We are running into snags and unnecessary blocks 
here and there, and complications, mainly because we happen to have three 
different, distinct populations, the white people, the Inuit , and the Indians. 
But I would honestly like to be able to say to you, and convince you if there is 
any way that I can, just the fact that we are different, that you are a white 
man and I am an Inuit and you are an Indian, should not be blocking the future 
constitutional development of the Northwest Territories . I do not believe that 
I should be imposing my views -- and mine alone -- on the political and 
constitutional development ideas that I have . I should be able to sit down with 
you, sit down with you without mistrust, sit down with you without being 
suspicious about your motives. If I am serious about the political and consti­
tutional development of the Northwest Territories, I am first of all going to 
have to get rid of these kinds of notions and get on with the real objectives 
of improving and settling the kind of government that we want to have in the 
Northwest Territories. 

I can honestly say and it is true that we have different political and consti­
tutional development views, maybe, but I would say that it is always a good start 
that you and I have a different point of view, because when there are different 
points of view, it is always time for someone to do some kind of action and work 
toward this. That is when I am excited, when there is work to do . When there 
is not any work to do, what good is it for anybody? So if we have a different 
point of view, we should be able to sit down and not for any reason at all get 
hysterical about it, get all excited about it, and work toward resolving that 
difference. That is what I like to do in this House, and I say that, to all our 
Members from the East as well as the Members from the West. I would like to 
quote a former Member, and I quote, with respect to the Territories, he says, 
"I considered that three solutions could be envisaged concerning this 60th 
parallel. First, stay quiet, say nothing, be happy with development of the 10 
other provinces." 
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So to me , I think that quote is relevant. Dr. Hamelin, who was an appointed 
Member of the Council of the Northwest Territorie s stated that. So is it better 
that we do nothing, say nothing, stay quiet and be happy with the 10 other 
provinces engaging in the great constitutiona l debate? That is precisely what 
is going to happen if we just continue to be suspicious of each other and accuse 
each other of not being represented when, in fact, we could have quite an 
interesting debate and action taken by this Assembly. I look forward to the day 
when we are going to be sincere with each other, and when we will move toward 
developing the Northwest Territories. So, Mr. Speaker, these are the few remarks 
that I have. 

Feder a l And Provinci a l Control 

I am a l so, again, concerned with the economy of my region. I think this government 
should be serious about initiating action before a ll the provincial governments 
and the federal government move in to take over some of the opportunities that 
this government has in terms of taking control of the northern economy. For 
instance, I referred to Keewatin as having a difficulty with where the ho spital 
shou ld be, because we happen to have a very good fac ility, as far as hospital 
facilities are concerned, in Churchill, Manitoba. So is it the position of this 
government that we co ntinue to support that facility, and therefore not make 
any recommendations to build a hospital in our part of the area? If that i s 
the case, I think we should be told that that is the position of this government; 
but if not, if we are concerned about improving the Keewatin economy in terms 
of freight-shipping and freight-forwarding, we should also look to maximizing 
Keewatin's eco nom y . 

I think that we cou ld probably move to at l east making a step forward before the 
federal government has deprived us of our right to contro l our own future. I 
think, for instance, that the Manitoba government is probably very serious in 
continuing to take all the benefits, as far as the revenues and so on are 
concerned, that co uld be accrued by the Keewatin region. They are interested 
in keeping Churchill, Manitoba as an outpost, a gateway to the Northwest 
Territories and to the Keewatin region. So, I think this government is going 
to have to take a very serious look as to how this government can realign some 
of the agreements that it has with federal and provincial authorities so that 
the Keewatin region benefits. If it wants to be more aggressive and more 
determined in protecting the northern int erests, I would say that it co uld a l so 
challenge the federal government and all the 10 premiers by annexing Churchill, 
Manitoba as a part of the Keewatin region. 

AN HON . MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

MR. CURLEY: You sho uld be ser iou s about that. 

---Applause 

I say that because Churchill, Manitoba can no long er surv iv e by it se lf , without 
the support of the Keewatin people and that region. So, I think I would urge 
the Minister of Constitutional Development or the Minister of Justice to e nt er 
into negotiations with the federal government and 10 other provinces before the 
constitutional conference takes place and I think the case shou ld be developed. 
I think Dr. Hamelin at one point had mentioned it in this particular quote that 
referred to, but I have not had a chance to review all of it. I will table it 
once I have reference to it. 

No Place For Racial Tension 

So, Mr. Speaker, I think we could do a lot more for our people. First of all, 
the most important thing I think we sho uld get rid of, is this racial tension 
I mentioned yesterday . It does not have any place in any given relationship 
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between people. I th ink i f we can do that, that we can succeed in finding 
solutions to the very difficult constitut i ona l and political development prob l ems 
we have before Ottawa steps in . Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

---App l ause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Curley. I wou ld like at this t im e to recognize 
in the ga ll ery Dr . Omond Solandt and members of the Science Advisory Board of 
the Northwest Territories . 

---App l ause 

Return in g to the order s of the day, rep li e s to the Commissioner's Address . 

Item 3, ora l questions. 

ITEM NO. 3: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Mr. Arlooktoo. 

Question 27-82( 1): Economic Development Officer In Cape Dorset 

MR. AR LOOKTOO: (Trans l ation) Th ank you, Mr . Speaker. I wou ld lik e to ask the 
Minister of Economic Development regarding a question that I asked ear li er , in 
1981 . I heard that the Cape Dorset residents were asking the Frobisher Bay 
economic development officer what was going on, but he did not know. The response 
he had was that the hunters and trappers needed some assistance from Economic 
Development. Secondly, about the sewing group in Cape Dorset, there were two 
questions and I wil l bring them to the Mini ster of Economic Development. The 
superintendent of Economic Development in Frobisher Bay -- can the Minister 
advise the superintendent that Cape Dorset has no economic development officer 
in Cape Dorset and they are requesting this for the same group . I am wondering 
if the Minister of Economic Development can transfer somebody to Cape Dorset 
from Frobisher Bay . Thank y ou. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Mini s ter. 

Return To Question 27-82(1): Economic Development Officer In Cape Dorset 

HON. TOM BUT TE RS: Mr. Speaker, I remember the questions that the honourable 
Member put, I believe, at the l ast session and I answered both of them by l etter. 
The general response, as I recollect, was that he sho uld be best served by 
drawing the needs of the communities he is representing to the regional super­
intendent of Econom i c neve l opment at Frobi s her Bay. I am unhappy that it would 
appear that he has not received a positive response from the regional office. 
I will check out and determine just what action, if any, i s be ing taken. I 
also will forward the query he had with regard to the stationing of an economic 
development officer at Cape Dorset. I will have to communicate with the 
regional office on both questions. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral quest i ons. Mrs. Sorense n. 

Question 28-82( 1) : Lo w Water Levels At The Snare Hydro System 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a quest i on for the Minister of 
Justice and Public Services, who is responsible for the Public Utilities Board. 
Mr. Mini ster, I have come across some urgent information regarding the low water 
levels at the NCPC hydro site at Snare Lake. The Minister will remember that 
those low water levels have resulted in an additiona l low water surcharge of 
some 2.8 cents to the Yellowknife rate base . ~r. Minister, it has come just 
recent l y to my attention that the l ow water l eve l s at this dam site are, perhaps, 
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not entirely due to nature -- that human error might, in fact, be involved. 
admit that this information i s based on rumour. However, it is of such significant 
importance that I wo uld ask the Minister whether he is aware of the possibility 
of human error being involved and whether he has had discussions with NCPC 
officials a~out this possibility of human error? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Braden. 

Return To Question 28-82(1): Low Water Levels At The Snare Hydro System 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Than k you very much, Mr. Speaker. The Member wi ll reca ll 
that when the issue of the lo w water surcharge was first raised so me months ago 
-- I believe it was back in May or June -- the government followed very c lo se l y 
the action that was going to be taken by Northern Canada Power Comm i ssion. The 
Member wil l a l so recall that when the surcharge was l evied the Government of 
the Northwest Territor i es, through myself, the Minister of Justice, took action 
to place an injunction on this surcharge by the Northern Canada Power Commission, 
because we felt the corporation had not gone through the proper regu l atory 
hearings within the Northwest Territories. Those hearings were held in October, 
last year, Mr. Speaker, and it i s my understanding that after a fu ll investigation 
by our Pub li c Utilities Board it was understood that a l ow water surcharge wou l d 
have to be l evied in order that the power corporation cou ld provide the necessary 
energy to consumers who are on the Snare hydro system, as opposed to Snare Lake 
system, as my co ll eague indicated. 

I would indicate at this time that I wi ll , obviously, follow up on this rumour 
or this complaint by somebody that human error has resu l ted in low water at the 
Snare hydro system. However, I wou l d just like to state that -- and I do not 
often do this -- in defence of the Northern Canada Power Commission, they have 
from time to time over the last few years tried to indicate to the federal 
government and to their Minister -- or Min i sters as they have been over the l ast 
few years -- and Mr. Speaker, I assume that you are cogn izan t of this -- that 
there is a low water prob l em in some of the hydro systems in the Northwest 
Territories and that they did make proposals to the federal government that 
wou ld have resulted in a diversion of some small rivers, in order that this l ow 
water problem cou ld be -- if not 100 per cent corrected, at l east addressed in 
some way. But the federal government has consistent l y sta ll ed over the past 
few years in making a decision on th i s. So, Mr. Speaker, that is basically a ll 
I can say at this time. I thank the Member for bringing this matter to my 
attention. I wi ll immediately approach the Public Utilities Board for add ition a l 
background and evidence that they co llec ted during their hear in g in October, 
to e ns ur e for myself and for this House and the people of t he Terr itori es that 
human error was not the major factor in the app li cation for and eventua l le vying 
of the low water surcharge. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mrs. Sorensen . 

Supp lemen tary To Question 28-82(1): Low Water Levels At Th e Snare Hydro System 

MRS. SORENSEN: Suppl ementary to that, Mr. Min i ster, if, as you say, your 
investigation reveals that there was a s ignifi cant portion of human error revealed 
with respect to the low water problem, obviously, there would be a good case 
for our government to challenge aga in the surc harge, eit her through having the 
Pub lic Uti liti es Soard renpen its case or going back through the courts. Wo~ ld 
the Minister be prepared to investigate that as well when he is looking at the 
human error factor? 

MR. SPEAKER: The difference between speeches and questions is sometimes very 
difficult to ascertain. Mr. Braden. 
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Further Return To Que s tion 28-82(1): Low Water Level s At Th e Snare Hydro System 

HON . GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I indicated , I will inve s tigate 
the charge that ha s been articulated by the Member . I would , however , point 
out that with re s pect to the l ow water surcharge , it i s under s tood that the 
corporation and th e board will be in touch with each other over the ne xt few 
months, because if it is the case that the low water problem is , in fact, being 
reduced, then it i s my understanding , anyway, that the low water s urcharge may 
be removed in whole or in part . But that i 5 subject to further testing and 
investigation by th e Northern Canada Power Commission and , obviously further 
s crutiny by the Public Utilities Bo a rd of the Northwe s t Territorie s . So, I 
gue s s what I cou ld say in re s ponse, Mr. Speaker, i s that we are monitoring the 
low water situat ion and the corresponding tariff that has been l ev i ed by the 
Northern Canada Power Commission . If , as a result of my investigation, it i s 
s hown that there i s gros s human error or incompetence, I would certainly bring 
this matter to the attention of the board and the Minister . However, I am not 
quite sure how successfu l I would be in having them drop the lo w water s urcharge 
because of their own incompetence or in having consumers reimbursed for thi s . 
You know , quite honestly, we are dea lin g with a hypothetical situation and I 
thank the Member for bringing this to my attention and I assure her and thi s 
House that I will give it full con s ideration . Thank you. 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Minister . Oral questions. Mr . Noah . 

MR . NOAH: (Tran s l ation) Thank you , Mr . Speaker. I have a question for our 
Commiss i oner, and I wondered if we cou l d have him come in. 

MR. SPEAKER: Is it agreed to bring the Commi s sioner into the House? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Commissioner . Mr. Noah. 

Question 29-82(1 ): Air port And Terminal In Baker Lake 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question for the 
Comm i ssioner. I want to know what he has heard about the airport and terminal 
in Baker La ke. I was wondering when this would be built. Does he know anything 
about this? Thi s is my first question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

COMMISSION ER PARKER: Mr . Speaker, the Minister of Loca l Government, who must 
be absent today with a previous commitment, may have that schedu l e, but I cannot 
answer that question at this moment because I am not right up-to-date on the 
sched ul e for construction of the termina l at Baker Lake. However, I shou ld be 
able to have that answer for him by tomorrow at the very l atest. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, then, Mr. Comm i ssioner. You will take that question 
as notice. Mr. Noah. 

Question 30-82 (1): Construction Of Road To Blueberry Hill 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have another question about 
the airport. In the summertime when we have to go to Blueberry Hill , we have 
to go through the airstrip to hav e picnics, or if we just want to go to Blueberry 
Hill for a ride. It is getting too difficult to go to Blueberry Hill because 
we have to go through the airport and we have to foll ow the Mi ni stry of Tr ansport 
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regulations . There is a private road to another hill but there is no road going 
to Blueberry Hill, so I was wondering if the Northwest Territories government 
and MOT cou ld make an agreement with each other or get somebody to contract to 
build a road to Blueberry Hill away from the airport. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Return To Question 30-82 (1) : Construction Of Road To Blueberry Hill 

COMMISSIONER PARKER : Mr. Speaker, I do not know the distances involved, but I 
wou ld certa inl y ask for the government to investigate the possibilities of an 
alternate route to Blueberry Hill and report back to the Member. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions . Mr. Sibbeston. 

Question 31-82(1 ): Time Of Visit By Commissioner And Minister To Fort Lia rd 

MR. SIBBESTON: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, I wanted to ask Commissioner Parker 
when he and the Minister are going to Fort Liard to have a meeting. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. Mr . Braden . 

Return To Question 31- 82( 1 ): Time Of Visit By Commissioner And Minister To 
Fort Liard 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN : Thank you, Mr . Speaker. am making arrangements right 
now for the Commissioner and myself and Mr. Sibbeston to travel to Fort Liard 
on Tuesday, February 23rd, for a meeting with the community on the many significant 
issues that the Member brought up concerning the RCMP. Thank you . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mrs. Sorensen. 

Question 32-82( 1) : Information On Review On Disposal Of Tailing s, Port Radium 

MRS. SORENSEN: My question, Mr. Speaker, is for the Minister of Justice and 
Public Services. Mr. Minister, in May of 1981 this Legi s lature called for an 
urgent review within the mine safety division in Yellowknife and Atomic Energy 
Control Board in Ottawa regarding the present status, risk level , and effective­
ness of the disposal system used for uranium tailings produced during the 1940 s 
at Port Radium on Great Bear Lake. Would the Minister indicate what inform atio n 
and studies have resulted from this motion and what action must be taken as a 
result? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 32-82(1): Information On Review On Disposal Of Tailings, 
Port Radium 

HON . GEORGE BRADEN: Than k you, Mr. Speaker. I will be making a statement l a ter on 
this afternoon, under returns, which goes into a lot more detail on the whole 
issue of ur a nium exploration and drilling and the uranium tailings at Port 
Radium, so if the Member could wait until that time, I will answer her question 
in a more comprehensive manner. However, I guess I can just briefly give some 
information at this time, and we have tried to couch it in terms which I would 
hope the interpreters and many Members are familiar with. 

Federal documentation in this area is incomplete , but the information provided 
by the environmental protection service states, in essence, as follows: In 1978 , 
samples of the lak e bottom sed iment at Port Radium showe d high lev e l s of radium 
226, lead 210, and thorium 230. The signif icance , Mr. Speaker, of this contami-
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nation to aquatic life , including fi s h , cannot be determined without further 
detailed follow-up work study. Water s ample s indicate that there may be somewhat 
el e vated l e vels of radium 226 in Gr eat Bear Lake near the mine site . This , 
however , cannot be conclusively stated in th e ab s ence of a pre - development data 
ba s e or adequate s ampling on a year-round basis. 

Third , the level s of radium 226 are below - - and I stres s below -- the ma x imum 
acceptable concentration , and near the target concentration as set out by Health 
and Welfare Canada in their guideline s for drinking water quality , 1978. Finally , 
in respon s e to the Member's question , we understand that follow-up work on 
sediment samples of Great Bear Lake is planned for the spring of 1982 , and I 
would ju s t indicate , Mr . Speaker, again , that I have more information which ti es 
thi s together. I will be making a statement when we get to Item 4 , wh e re I 
beli ev e I am permitted to provide a return. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank y ou, Mr . Mini s t e r . Oral question s. 

We then go on to Item 4 , written questions and return s . 

ITEM NO. 4: QUESTIONS AND RETURNS 

Written questions. Mr . Kilabuk . 

Question 33-82(1 ): Air s trip At Clearwater Fiord 

MR . KILABUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I have a long que s tion and 
I am directing the que s tion to the Mini s t e r of Economic Development and Tourism . 

In December 1981, the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs gave permission 
to go ahead and us e an area of land to con s truct an air s trip at Clearwater Fiord, 
80 miles north of Pangnirtung. The re s ident s of Pangnirtung have not been 
involved with the planning of the airstrip nor have they been informed . Since 
the hamlet of Pangnirtung was not informed about the construction of the airstrip, 
they were not very happy about it. Can the Department of Economic Development 
and Tourism arrange to meet with the re s idents of Pangnirtung to discuss the 
construction of the airstrip? 

Since the tourism study is incomplete the people of Pangnirtung feel it is 
premature to build the air s trip now . In the House, Joe Arlooktoo raised a 
question . The reply given to him was "Any application received by anyone has to 
be approved by the hamlet or the s ettlement.'' Will the Minister responsible 
for Economic Development and Tourism do anything about the concerns of the people 
of Pangnirtung? 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr . Kilabuk . Written questions. Mr. Appaqaq. 

Question 34-82(1 ): Lack Of Information From Nurse 

MR . APPAQAQ : (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am directing my question 
to the Minister of Health and Social Service s. If I gave him an oral question 
he is probably not going to understand it, so I am going to give it to him in 
written form. This question is a concern expressed by the residents of Sanikiluaq . 
A resident had approached the nursing station, wanting information about a patient 
who was in a hospital down south. He was informed by the nurse that they could 
not give him the information . The nurse went on to explain that it was not in 
her job description to give information about patients out of their home settle­
ments, and that it was up to the patient to call home. I would like the Minister 
responsible to clarify this, as I was asked to get an explanation. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Appaqaq . Written questions. Are there any further 
written questions? Returns. Are there any returns? Mr. Minister. 
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Further Return To Question 32-82(1) : Information On Review On Disposal Of 
Tailings, Port Radium 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. I wou ld like to read into the 
record a report on uranium exploration drilling and uranium tai lin gs at Port 
Radium. You are aware, Mr. Speaker, that for approximately two years this 
Assembly has been expressing its concerns over possible danger to persons and 
wildlife resulting from the exploration for and the mining of uranium. A study 
has been undertaken to determine what agencies are responsib l e for the regulation 
and policing of exploration activities and for the monitoring of the Port Radium 
mine tailings . 

In addition, a review has been made of inspection reports to determine rad i ation 
dangers existing in both operating mines; that is, Echo Bay and Terra, and in 
mines now closed, Rayrock and soon to be Echo Bay , if I cou ld s ay that, 
Mr. Speaker. These inspections were made at mine s where radiation was present, 
even though the ore being mined is si l ver and not in itself radio-active. An 
attempt was made to determine what ro l e, i f any, the Government of the Northwest 
Territories shou ld take and can legally take in policing the industry. 

Now , with respect to a summary of findings in the area of exploration, and more 
specifica ll y in terms of juri sdiction, our findings indicate that jurisdiction 
over uranium exp l oration is mixed, if I can use that term. Authority is shared 
between the Government of the Northwest Territories, the Atomic Energy Control 
Board and the federal Departments of Energy, Mines and Resources and Ind i an 
Affairs and Northern Development . 

Summary Of Pre s ent Situation Re Re s ponsibility 

I conclude in one respect, Mr. Speaker, by indicating that there app ears to be 
very little co-ordination between the federal agencies and in our estimation the 
division of responsibility seems s omewhat confused. If I could just briefly 
summar i ze what we feel represents the present situation: 

a) There is , of course , no moratorium on the exploration for radiation-producing 
minerals in the Northwest Territories. 
b) By the legislation, no rules presently exist which spec i fically address the 
protection of workers or the environment in uranium exploration and drilling 
activities, and I stress we are talking about exp l oration and drilling. 
c) The Mining Safety Ordinance ha s only in the past been applied where a mine 
exists. It does not cover all exploration activities -- only those where the 
ground surface is disturbed -- and the aerial surveys are presently not covered 
by the ordinance . 
d) Th e Atomic Energy Control Board no longer requires that a surface exploration 
permit be granted prior to surface exploration for uranium. 

Now, the Science Advisory Board noted in a September, 1980, report that the 
control of possible exposure to radiation from drill cores and exposed ore or 
radon gas from drill holes and the containment nf rad io -active water and debris 
during exploration is a problem requiring immediate attention. If uranium 
exp lorat ion guidelines are to be developed, therefore , joint consultation needs 
to be undertaken between both federal and territorial officials. Accordingly, 
Mr. Speaker , my off i c i a l s have written the Atomic Energy Contro l Board requesting 
a meeting at which gu id elines for uranium exp l oration can be discussed. 

-~-App l ause 

Jurisdiction With Respect To Mining Safety 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to a summary of findings on the mining of uranium, 
have the fol l owing po in ts to make with respect to jurisdiction. Jurisdiction 
over the safety of uranium mines resides with the Government of Canada. Juris­
diction over safety within other mines, including those in which a radiation 
danger exists, rests with the Government of the Northwest Territories . 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to comment briefly on the current situation in 
terms of mining, which i s as follows . There are, of course, no active uranium 
mines in the Northwe s t Ter ritor ie s at present, although there are several 
inactive ones. Some mines producing other minerals encounter radiation problems , 
Echo Bay being the obvious case in point, of which we are all aware. Radiation 
readings have been taken of so me, but not all mine sites, including mine tailings, 
either by officials of the Government of Canada, their employees, or the mining 
companies involved . 

I will ju s t read into the record one more time , Mr . Speaker, the information I 
gave ear li er on . Federal documentation in this area is incomplete, but the 
information provided by the federal env ironmental protection services states 
in essence as follows : 197 8 samp le s of the lake bottom sediment at Port Radium 
showed high l evels of radium 226, le ad 210 and thorium 230; the s ignifi cance of 
this contamination to aquatic life , in c luding fish, cannot at this time be 
determined without further follow-up work. 

Second, water samp les indicate that there may be somewhat elevated levels of 
radium 226 in Great Bear Lake, near the mine site. Thi s cannot, however , at 
this time be conclusively stated in the absence of a pre-development data base, 
or adequate sampling on a year-round basis. 

Third, the lev e ls of radium 226 are below the ma xim tt~ acceptable concentration 
and near the target concentrat ion as set out by the federal Department of Hea lth 
and Welfare in their guidelines for Canadian drinking water quality in 1978. I 
understand , Mr . Speaker, that follow-up work on sediment sa mple s at Great Bear 
Lake i s planned for the s pring of 19 82. 

Area Of Human Hea lth Hazard 

Th e next area I would like to touch on, Mr . Speaker, concerns what I call the 
human health ha zard. Now, a surface radiation survey of all mines known to 
have radio-active ore, including abandoned mine s, was completed in 1980 by the 
mining in s pection serv ic es of the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development. The findings indi ca te that no significant radiation health hazard s 
exist and that the danger to persons visiting abandoned mines varies s ignificantly 
according to the length of their stay. The report also indicate s that it is 
unlikely that there i s any immediate danger in that most sites are located in 
remote areas and are very rarely vi s ited for l ong periods of time. 

M~. Speaker, it i s the view of the Department of Justice and Public Services 
that the s ituation s hould continue to be monitored, to ensure that environmental 
dangers do not increase and we are recommending thi s, Mr . Speaker, because, for 
example, the degree of erosion of the s lag heap at Rayrock mine needs to be 
periodically checked to ensure that there is not excessive leakage into nearby 
watersheds. 

Further, to ensure the safety of visitors to abandoned mine sites, warning s igns 
must be posted and maintained annually. I indi ca t ed, Mr. Speaker, that these 
are at this time federal responsibilities, but the NWT government will continue 
to monitor existing active mines. 

Radiation Readings At Echo Bay 

Now, with respect to one of these mines, Echo Bay reopened, as many of us are 
aware, as a silver mine in 1964 and we ex pect that it will be closing in 
February or March, 1982, which i o an unfortunate blow to the economy of the West. 
But throughout that period between 1964 and up to the present, the mining 
in spect ion staff has monitored the mine tailings for radiation -- and here I 
have to use some of those terms that con fu sed us all during the uranium debate 
-- radon daughter and gamma radiation. Thus far the readings obtained have been 
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quite low or simi l ar to the natural background radiation that is inherent to 
the area . The total mine camp area, including all dwellings, has been checked 
for both . radon daughters and gamma radiation by the mine staff, as wel l as by 
mining inspection services. Minor radiation was discovered in one basement 
room of the nurse's residence and the source of that radiation, Mr. Speaker, 
was found in part in the concrete foundation of that residence and I am told 
it was replaced and the radiation level has reduced to normal . 

Mining inspection will check the tailings areas for radiation during the summers 
of 1982 and 1983, at which time it is expected that radiation conditions should 
reach equilibrium. Samplings of the tai lin gs material will also be taken and 
assayed for contained radio-active material. At present, Mr. Speaker, I am 
told there is no danger to the workers and camp residents from radio - activity 
in the tailings . 

Mr. Speaker, I apologize for taking so long. have just about another page 
and a half to go. I have some recommendations that I wou l d like to read into 
the record at this time concerning uranium exploration and also uranium mining , 
including abandoned mines. 

Recommendations On Uranium Mining And Exploration 

In the area of uranium exploration, it was recommended that the Government of 
the Northwest Territories take the l ead role in e s tablishing within its 
legislative competence , and with the assistance of the federal agencies concerned , 
suitab l e legislation or rules governing the safety aspects of uranium exploration 
which would include , among other concerns: 

l) proper ventilation of the cor e sheds; 2) the recording of the actual amounts 
of radiation to which workers are exposed; 3) the analys i s of dri ll cuttings and 
water for content of uranium, and water which is used pr ior to its release back 
into the environment; 4) the sealing of drill holes; 5) the issuing of permits 
before underground workings or extensive surface exploration i s undertaken; 
6 ) the safe confinement of radio-active material unearthed through e xpl oration; 
and 7) the safety of the genera l public who may visit exp l oration sites fo llowing 
their abandonment. 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to mine tailings and abandoned mines, we recommend 
that a ll existing mine sites, where a radiation hazard may ex i st, be surveyed 
by NWT government off i cials and inspected at intervals to ensure that the safety 
of the public and workers is protected. In addition, the inspection of abandoned 
mines shou ld be continued to ensure that danger does not result through the 
passage of time by natural forces such as erosion. This could a l so be performed 
by the NWT government officials in so far as surface monitoring is concerned. 
We indicate, Mr. Speaker, that sediments and water supply monitoring shou ld be 
maintained by the federal government. 

Guidelines And Formal Reporting System Should Be Estab l ished 

In conc lu s ion , Mr . Speaker, in view of the volume of uranium exploration currently 
being undertaken in the Northwest Territories, we fee l it is imperative that 
c l ear guideline s be established and enforced. The mandate should be seen as an 
extension of the mining inspection services division of the Government of the 
Northwest Territories. The environmental monitoring required to ensure adequate 
protection at all mine s i tes where radiation is present, active or inactive, 
shou ld be adequately co-ordinated by the federal agencies concerned, and a formal 
reporting system e s tablished which will keep our government, thi s Legislature , 
and the people of the Northwe s t Territories informed. Thank you very much . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Mini s ter . Are there any further returns? 
Mr . Mcca llum . 
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Reply To Member's Question On Ta xat ion Of Old Age Sec urity Benefits 

HON . ARNO LD McCALLUM : Mr. Speaker , I wonder if I may have so me indulg ence . It 
i s not a reply to a formal question . It was a question raised by the Member 
for the Western Arctic during the discussion on the budget for Health a nd Socia l 
Services. I would just like to read into the record the reply. 

Th e question dealt with the taxation of old age benefits. I believe I may have 
misled her as we ll as the committee on certai n particular facts and I wou ld 
like t he opportunity to make t hat correction now . 

I wou ld lik e to clarify for the in format i on of the Member some issues re l ating 
to the taxation of pensioners res ul ting from the November federal budget. Th ere 
is a change in the budget which provides for in c ludin g prov inci a l and/or 
territor i a l old age supplements as income, wh i ch previously were not included 
as income for tax purposes . The federal government is aware that this could 
resu lt in reductions in e li gibi lity for guaranteed in come supp l ement be nef i ts, 
and the federal government is therefore introducing a consequent i a l amendment 
to the Old Age Security Act to ensure that such supp l ementa l payments do no t 
l ead to the reduction in e li gibili ty . I shou ld a l so add that even though these 
supplements are to be in c lud ed as income for income tax purposes, the payments 
are a l so fully deductible . 

The end resu lt of all of this is that Health and Welfare Canada i s definitely 
aware of the potential for reduction in the GIS eligib ility and are taking steps 
to correct it. In the fina l an dlysis, there shou ld be no increase in taxation 
or reduction in benefits. I wou ld want to a l so point out that of old age pensions 
and GIS, only old age pension payments are dec l arab l e as income. The GIS payments 
are not considered to be taxable. 

Hou s ing Corporation Will Use Northern Businesses Fo r Rehabi lit at ion Program 

May I as well, then, Mr . Speaker, respond to a comment that was made ear li er 
i n my co lleagu e ' s reply to the Com mi ssioner's Address? Th e Member for Keewat in 
South indicated somethi ng about the Hou s ing Corporat ion getting into utilization 
of northern contractors to provide serv i ces. I would lik e to indicate to the 
Member and to other Members of this House that the Housing Corporation ' will be 
embarking upon a $14 million rehabilitation program this coming year; 50 per cent 
of that work is in materials, and I am pleased to indi cate to the Member that 
this year, the Housing Corporation will not be advertising for tenders outside 
the Terr itorie s. Th ey will be only advertising for tenders within th e Northwest 
Territor i es to develop the contracting business and the building supp l y business. 
I think that that i s a very big move on behalf of the corporation and the 
government, seve n million dollars worth. Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAK ER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Are there any further returns? 

Item 5 i11 the orders of the day, petitions. 

Item 6, tabling of do cuments . 

ITEM NO. 6: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SOR ENSEN: Th ank you, Mr. Speaker. I would lik e to table Tabl ed Document 
18-82( 1) , Uranium Mining in Port Radium, NWT; Old Wastes, New Concerns. It i s 
written by Heath er Myers for the Native Women's Fed eration, Canadian Arct i c 
Resources Comm i ttee, October, 198 1 . 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of documents. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS . SORENSEN : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to table Tabled Document 
19-82(1) , Motion Adopted hy Constitutional Conference . It is the constitutional 
resolution pas sed with no dissenters and only one abstention at the constitutional 
conference held January 19th , 20th, and 21st in Yellowknife. 

MR . SPEAKER: Tabling of documents . 

Item 7, reports of stunding and specia l committees. 

Item 8, notices of motion. 

ITEM NO. 8 : NOTICES OF MOTION 

Mr. McLaughlin. 

Motion 23-82(1 ): Increase In Membership Of The Public Utilities Board, Withdrawn 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First of all, I would like to advise 
you that I wish to withdraw my Motion 23-82(1) dealing with the Public Utilities 
Board. 

Notice Of Motion 25-82(1 ): Amendment To The Public Utilities Ordinance 

I would like to give notice that I will be replacing that motion with the 
following motion on Friday, February 19th, and I would like to move, secon ded 
by the honourable Member for Slave River, that this Legislative Assembly recommend 
to the Exec utiv e Committee that it introduce amendments to the Public Utilities 
Ordinance at the next session to increase the s ize of the Public Utilities Board . -
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motion . Mr. Curley. 

Notice Of Motion 26-82(1): Negotiations To Annex Churchill, Manitoba 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Friday, February the 19th , 
will move the following motion. Now therefore, I move, seco nded by the Member 
for Frobisher Bay, that this Legi s lative Assembly recommend to the Executive 
Committee that it immediately initiate serious negotiations with the appropriate 
federal and provincial authorities in order to effect the transfer of the town 
and port of Churchill, Manitoba, and all land s l y ing north of them within the 
province of Manitoba, to the Northwest Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Curley. Notices of motion. Mrs. Sorensen. 

Notice Of Motion 27-82(1 ): Sympathy To Newfoundland For Lo ss Of 84 Lives 

MRS. SORcNSEN: Mr. Speaker, I wish to serve notice that I will be asking for 
unanimous consent under motions to the following motion . Now therefore, I move, 
seconded by the honourable Member for Inuvik that this Legislative Assembly 
request the Speaker to convey to the Premier of Newfoundland and to the Speaker 
of the Newfoundland Legislative Assembly this Legi s lature's most sincere sy mpathy 
in this matter of deep and tragic lo ss. I am referring to the los s of 84 
Newfoundlanders off the coast of Newfoundland. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motion. 

Item 9, notices of motion for first reading of bills. 
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Motion 7-82(1) , Review of Rules , Decor , Dress and Practices of the House . 
Mr. Sibb eston. 

Motion 7-82(1 ) : Review Of Rules, Decor , Dres s And Practi ces Of The House 

MR . SIBBE STON: Mr. Speaker: 

I MOVE, seconded by t he Member for the We s tern Arctic, that the Speaker or 
the Members' Services Board , whichever is the appropr i ate body to deal 
with suc h matter s, do the following : 

a) To review all rules, decor, dress and practices of this Legislative 
Assembly with a vi ew to making suc h rule s, decor, Legislative Assembly 
s taff and Speaker 's dress and practices more appropriate to the custom 
and tradition of the people of the North inst ead of continuing the 
Briti s h practices and sty l es thus far adopted; 

b) To review the form and style and symbo li s m of the Mace and consider 
travelling throughout the Northwest Terr itorie s to obtain the views of 
the p,e op l e of the North as to a n a ppr op r i ate s y m b o l of a u tho r i t y of the 
Legis l ative Assembly ; 

c) To report back to the fall sess ion of the Legi s lative Assembly on its 
findings and recommendations. 

MR. SPEAK ER : Mr . Sibbeston, with regard to yo ur paragraph a), to review all 
rules, if you understand that the rules do not come under the Members' Services 
Board nor the Speaker, but under the rules comm ittee chaired by Mr. Noah, and 
it would be our job, then , to turn this part over to Mr . Noah, I will accept 
your motion as yo u have given it to me with that understanding. We do not 
have control of ru le s. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, this motion is simi lar to a motion that was made 
in Baker Lake in 19 80. It has been almost two years since the motion similar 
to this was passed, but not much has happen ed. So, that is the reason that I 
am raising it again. 

I will say it very clearly, Mr , Speaker, that as a representative of an area of 
the North with a majority of Dene and Metis, I am , as a representative, not 
satisf ied with the sty le, decor and practic es and dress of this House as it is . 
The Dene Nation, who represent ,, , 

MR. SPEAKER: am sorry Mr . Sibb eston. Do I have a seconder for this motion? 
I do not see it on my paper. Did we get one? Fine. Thank you. Sorry to 
interrupt you. 

MR, SIBBESTON: The Dene Nation, who represe nt Dene people down the Mackenzie 
Valley, are also not happy with this Assembly in respect of dress and decor and 
the trappings ~hat exist here. In fact, the Dene Nation make s fun of this House 
and i s very cynical of this House as it is, I wish to just point out to the 
House a poster here that the Dene Nat ion has published a number of years ago 
which show s, on the one hand, on the top, the Dene Nation , The y show a picture 
of a meeting which was headed by James Wah-Shee, in fact, whe n he was president 
of the organization -- where they s how members at the meeting showing their 
hands and a very informal arrangement. On the bottom they show the territorial 
Counci l as it existed , At the time this picture was taken Mr. Hodgson was the 
Commissioner and it shows him at the front . It shows RCMP all uniformed, It 



- 489 -

shows the Speaker and staff members all dressed in black clothes and very 
formal, a rigid kind of setting. The caption is, "Dene Nation or Colonization?" 
If any Members want to see it, they are free to do so here. You may ask or 
wonder, Mr. Speaker, why I am so obsessed or so preoccupied with the issue. 
Why not deal with substance ... 

MR. CURLEY: Yes. 

MR. SIBBESTON: .. . things like budgets, you know, issues that arise in my 
communities and so forth and forget about the envi •ronment in this House here . 
But my answer, Mr . Speaker , is that I am human, I have a r.onscience, I have 
emotion and I have a heart, a very big heart, and I have a responsibility to 
my constituents and I am affected by the House. 

MRS. SORENSEN : You sure do not like mine. You have no heart as far as I am 
concerned. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Mr. Sibbeston, you have the floor. 

Formality Lacks Spirit 

MR. SIBBESTON : Mr. Speaker, I must say that I grit my teeth every time -- every 
day that I hear "Order" and see, you know, yourself and officers of the Assembly 
march in here with black robes, carry some strange instrument and I will say 
that I do not like the prayer . To me it is meaningless . It is so formal. It 
is so me chanical and it has no spirit to it and, of course, during the opening 
days of the territorial Assembly there is more regalia. The RCMP become involved 
and very much a military element and these days, I must say, some of my 
constituents in Liard do not appreciate the RCMP very much. So, it is very 
dazzling , but in all of this dazzlement and so forth, where is the Dene element? 
Where is the Inuit element? Where is the Metis element in this House, apart 
from, of course, being here in person? 

What it makes me realize, Mr. Speaker, is that someone -- maybe Mr. Hodgson -­
but certainly one segment of society, the white people of the North, have imposed 
their style or their concept of what the Legislative Assembly should look like. 
They have imposed that on the people of the North and what is at issue here is 
whether amongst the native people, amongst the Dene, Metis, Inuit, there is a 
desire to have an important institution like the Assembly more reflective of 
their culture, customs and so forth . I think the answer that we as native 
people make, the answer that we give is important, because it says a lot about 
ourselves and about our future. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, every group of people, whoever they are in this world or in 
this Canadian society -- be they Ukrainians, Polish, Scottish, British, French 
have pride. Their language, their culture, their music is able to survive in 
this free society and do we in the North want our language, dress, music and 
customs to continue and flourish? I think that is an important question. Or 
do we let these things go or let white people, whose language and customs and 
practices are very different to us, overtake us? I think this is the issue. 

Some of you may not think it is as basic or as simple as this. find some 
people very impatient and, in fact, rude at times and they should be patient. 
So, Mr . Speaker, you must remember that people that come to this Assembly get 
impressions about this House. Now, we have today, as an example, some native 
people here who are present in this House . We have, for instance, Mr. Herbie 
Norwegian, the vice president of the Dene Nation . We have Dene Nation staff, 
Helene Paulette. I have a couple of my constituents who are here, Mrs. Ethel 
Lamont and I notice Maggie from Fort Providence. There are a number of Dene 
people from organizations in the House. I ask them, what do they see in this 
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House? What can they id entify with in this Hou se that makes t hem feel good, 
that makes them fee l proud of themse l ves, apart, of co ur se, from seeing us? 
What is in this Hou se that they can identify with? In contrast, the white people 
that li ve in the North I think feel very comfortable with the setting. I see 
a lot of white people in here and I am sure they must feel very comfortab l e, 
because al l the things that are in here are from t heir culture. 

MR. CURLEY: Why should they not? Why shou ld they not feel comfortab l e? 

Ident ifying With Surroundings 

MR. SIBBESTON: I think they should, but Dene s hould also fee l comfortab l e. That 
is what I am saying. Of course, people from the Sout h too -- yesterday we had 
a number of white people from the Sout h , I believe from the Globe and Mai l or 
some such organization -- who were here and what was the impression they wou ld 
have had? I think they wou l d have had an impression that "Gee, it is just like 
the South. " We have the same type of chair. We have the same type of characters 
sitting around with black robes, the same type of Mace, you know, and pictures 
of the Queen and King and the trappings rea ll y are a ll the same as they see in 
Ontario and in the South. So, the people from the South feel comfortable, 
identify with this. The white people from the North here fee l very comfortab l e, 
but what about the Dene and Metis people? This i s my point. I would say that 
there i s nothing in this Assembly at the moment for them to identify with to 
fee l proud about. 

So, I wou l d say that a Dene that comes in here to see this Assemb l y, if he or 
she has pr id e about himself, would ask about themselves, "Well, what is the 
matter with the Dene and Metis peop l e that are Members of this Hou se? Are they 
so weak? Are they so washed out? How come they are so dominated by white people? 
Are the native people in this House not ab l e to insist that some of the decor 
and regalia here also comes from the Dene?" I am sure Dene people must wonder 
about that and they must wonder about people like me, Mr. Wah-Shee, Mr. Nerysoo 
are we a bunch of weaklings, are we scared of the white people or are we afraid 
to insist that our cu ltur e be part of this Hou se here? 

Dene Cu ltu re Rich And Strong 

I am sure some Dene people wonder and this i s where I begin to think and I say 
no, the Dene are not so weak. They are not so washed out. The Dene do have 
their culture. It i s rich and strong, particularly in the communities where 
the effect of the white technology, the white c ultu re, has not been so imposed. 
I see the Dogribs, for instance, as a very strong and proud bunch of people. I 
had t he good fortune to see Chief Arrowmaker here at a meeting la st week and he 
is a great orator. He is great man. I know Chief George Joachim, who i s from 
Mr. Fraser's constituency -- he i s also a good and very strong Dene leader. 
Jim Anto in e was here a couple of days ago and I have a great deal of respect 
for him, because I think he is a good, though be it younger, Dene leader . 
William Betthale from Fort Liard -- we are going to be seeing in Fort Liard in 
a few weeks -- he is a strong Dene person. I had occasion to talk to John Snowshoe, 
the head of the sett l ement counci l for Fort McPherson, a coup le of weeks ago . He 
is a very proud and strong man. Herbie Norwegian, of course, is a very strong 
and good man and Georges Erasmus. I would say that Mr. Erasmus was one of the 
outsta nding native lead ers in all of Canada, at this show when we were down in 
Ottawa. So, I just think there are a lot of -- you know, the Dene people; Dene 
culture and so forth is very strong and alive and I think shou ld be beginning 
to express itself in this Assemb l y . 

Ability To Change Procedures 

The answer, of course, is white people are not going to do it for us. The answer, 
of course, is that we, as native peop l e, have to do it ourselves. We must 
insist that our culture be reflected in this House. We have the ability or 
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mean s to change or tear down some of the decor, pr-actice, and change, you know, 
the procedures that are used in this House so that it is ~ore reflective of the 
Dene, Metis and other native people's cultures. The House is one place. This 
Assembly here is one place that we can make changes. We do not need the federal 
government. We do not have to go to Ottawa and ask the federal government to 
change things. Mr. Speaker , I think it is very ironic that these days the Dene, 
Metis, the Inuit leaders are taking the lead and organizing and getting constitu­
tional changes for people of the North and the Dene and Metis people say that they 
want a form of government more in the style and tradition of the Dene. Native 
people are the majority in this House, but here we are in this House set up on 
the British colonial system. 

It seems to me that we ought to at least be changing and deal with a matter like 
decor and stuff in this House. We are not even, it seems, able to do this or 
there is not the spirit or desire amongst native people to do this. They are 
talking of changing and setting up a government , you know, which is much, much 
more difficult than simply changing a few pictures and putting a few more native 
items in here. 

So, I say to talk of change in the constitution for the North and do nothing 
about the things that we can change here is being hypocritical and it is not being 
serious and you are just simply playing around with native groups who have just 
suggested forming an alliance with this Assembly . It is just an attempt to 
appease them or make individuals look good . It reminds me of a slogan of 
Alcoholics Anonymous , which is God, help me to change the things I can and help 
me accept the things that I cannot change. So, I ju s t feel we are in a situation 
where we can, in fact, change things, but for some reason it just does not get 
changed. 

Changes Member Would Like To See 

Now, I would like to deal with the types of changes that I would like to see . 
Sometimes it has been said that, well, you do not -- you just criticize . You 
just always knock the government. You do not tell us preci s ely what ought to 
be done, so I will give you the steps that I think ought or could be taken . 
Firstly, in respect of interpreter services, I feel that thi s Assembly should 
have interpreter services so that all native people now and in the future who 
wish to speak their language can in fact do so, not in a little haphazard or a 
very crude manner that we have now -- it is not working very well -- but much 
like what the Inuit have, booths for simultaneous translation. So there may 
be some of us here who do not want to use a native language, but there are other 
people who will be coming behind us, who, I am sure, will be perhaps a little 
braver or will insist on speaking their language. 

The second thing that I think could be changed is that of dress. I think that 
the rules at the moment are unfair. I say that they are a bit stifling. 
think the rules should be amended to state clearly that all people, all elected 
Members of the House, have a right to dress according to their culture and 
customs, and that such dress is more appropriate than even wearing suits. 
Somewhere in the past some impression was given that it wa s better for everybody 
in here to wear a suit, like maybe it was even more civilized for people, even 
if they do not come from the white people's culture, to all wear ties, like on 
page 500 of Simpsons Sears. 

~estions For Decor 

Third is the decor, Mr. Speaker . I think that the Speaker or the Members' 
Services Board should commission Dene art, particularly in the area of sewing. 
The Dene in my constituency, in Jean Marie River, are renowned for their moose­
hair tufting, and all tribes in the North have special sewing arts . I think we 
s hould get some Dene art from the five regions of the North. I cannot afford 
myself to buy a big piece of sewing that is done by the ladies in Jean Marie River, 
so this is why I suggest that the Speaker or the board commission such sewing 
and other art that they may think of . 
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Another aspect that could add greatly to the decor in here is hides. I think 
the North i s famous for its polar bear hide s, and we should have a few of them 
draped in this Hou se. Maybe a polar bear hide can be used for the Speaker to 
s it on, or else he can hav e it to la y his weary feet on ... 

---Laughter 

For the Dene and Metis, we do not have polar bears, but we have beaver sk in s 
and we have black bears -- Mr. Fra ser knows about black bear s in Norman Wells, 
and he tells us stories about that. Why not capture one, s hoot one, get it s 
hide and bring it to this Assembly, because it is something from our part of the 
North and from the people. Of course, we have moose, we have caribou hide s, 
I think, which could be very evident in this Hou se. From the Delta , Ms Cournoyea, 
we could have muskrat or we could have musk-ox. I do not know what you could 
have in Yellowknife. I do not know what animals exist in Yellowknife ... 

AN HON. MEMBER: Ravens. 

MR. SIBBESTON: . .. wildlife. So there is just a lot of good material, I feel, 
that could be used to colour up and make the Assembly here a little bit more 
northern. 

Chair Of Northern Materials 

Now, I must say so met hing about the chair that Mr. Speaker i s sitting on. 
think it i s nice in many ways. It look s nic e, and it is rather impressive, but 
really it is not from the North. I under stand it was made in Ottawa a number 
of years ago. That in it self shou ld be revolting to many of us, just the fact 
that it came from Ottawa. I would say, true, that it was presented to this 
Assembly at a time when the Assembly and Ottawa officials thought we were on the 
way to the British Westminster model of government. They really thought we were 
headed down that road, much like the provinces had done; but of course all of 
this has changed for the better, and I really think we should have our own chair 
made in the North. As far as idea s for the chair, there is lots of good mat eria l 
that a chair could be made of. It could be made of spr uce or birch . From my 
area, there is a beautiful diamond willow, a very ornamental type of wood that 
i s being used by some people in our area for making decorative things. You 
could hav e gold inlays on it . You could even have, for those like Mr. Butters 
and others that are really concerned about the oi 1 and gas i11dustry in the North, 
you could have an encased pool of oil and gas. 

---Laughter 

For Mr. McLaughlin, from Pine Point, he could have a little lead ?nd zin: sn~e­
w~ere. From Fort Smith, my good friend, Mr. Mccallum, he could have a buffalo head 
mounted. For the Inuit, maybe some Inuit can go hunting and bring back a polar 
bear head and mount it on a chair. For the Dene we could have a teepee style 
of canopy; there is a bit of canopy, but for the Dene, maybe a little bit more 
teepee fashion. So, yo u know, we can use a little imagination. We could even 
have the territorial tartan that Mr. Parker likes and was involved in, I believe, 
so me years ago. We could have that somewhere. So generally I guess my point 
is that we can use our imagination and do things ourselves and colour up the 
place, make it a place where people can see things, can identify with, and so 
forth. 

Now as w i t I! regard to the dress of the Speaker , I fee 1 that our Speaker s Ii o u 1 d have 
the fanciest formal wardrobe in the North. He as the Speaker represents all of 
us here. I must admit now that the present cloak is pretty drab and unimaginative, 
more like a judge or lawyer in England. I think we should get the best clothes 
makers in the llorth and sewers to design a wardrobe for our Speaker. We could 
have a combination of ordinary material we could have a little bit of the black 
robe now, just for old times' sake ... 

---Laughter 
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... or you could have some caribou, a little bit of moose hide , you could have 
some furs , some beadwork. I dare s ay , Mr. Speaker, that you cou ld be pretty 
da zz ling. You are good - looking . You could be even more da zz ling. 

--- Laughter 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: It would be pretty hot , too. 

MR. SIBBESTON: We could have a li ttle fridge underneath you. 

---Laughter 

I know that during the time that Mr. MacQuarrie was the Speaker, he had started 
to design -- I understand that he had Mr. Sikyea de s ign a nice wardrobe , but 
that never came to pass. He abandoned th e ship before it got to s hore . I was 
going to say, too, that the staff that are sitting in front of us, here , to 
me they look li ke ravens. 

---Laughter 

Or else li tt le black penguins . I say Mr. Remnant , Mr. Hamilton , Mr. Fuglsang 
and the aide could be similarly-suited to the Speaker, but not as fancy . I am 
sorry, Binx. If we do all the se things , this place can be a very colourful 
place . 

Now , the Page s. It is good to see them with their new vests. Th eir performance, 
I think, has picked up by 50 per cent as a result of tho se nice ve sts, and I 
mu s t commend the Speaker and the officials that made that possib l e; but I think 
that they actually could be a little bit more fancy. I noticed the decorations 
are down there, and they are often hidden . They actual l y shou ld be up here . 
I think, so I think between this sess ion and next sess ion , we should send them 
back to where they were made and get the women to put more designs on them , really 
jazz them up, fancy them up. Now, Mr. Speaker, I am ju st about finished. 

MR. PUDLUK: What about the court reporter s ? 

Traditional Style Of Mace 

MR. SIBBESTON: 

--- Laught er 

am just about finished here. I mu s t hav e a drink . 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: That is Decho water. 

---Laughter 

MR. SIBBESTON: Now, about the Mace . Now , I do appreciate that it is a symbo l 
of the authority of this Hou se, and there i s a need for something that symbo li zes 
authority, but I wou ld like to s uggest to the Speaker or the Members' Services 
Board or whoever, the Commissioner, Mr. Braden, whoever, to review the Mace. 
Take a good look at it and review it. I appreciate that it i s in the s tyle and 
the tradition of the British Westminster model. I think in a ll provinces and 
certain l y in England they have them, I believe ; if it i s not the Queen herself , 
they have the Mace. So the Mace i s something from the British and from the 
South, and I do believe that this Mace was made from some materials from the 
North , but I do not know when it was made . If it was made without public 
knowledge , without public consent or input , it was as if it was made in hiding , 
so I think we s hould publicize the Mace and see if we can improve on it and give 
the people of the North a chance to have input into it. So that is why I suggest 
in my motion , which I am sure yo u will all s upport , that the Speaker or the 



- 494 -

Members' Services Board travel to all regions , the far corners of our dominion , 
to get the views of the people , of Her Majesty's loy a l s ubject s, get their views 
on a Mace and see what they think about it . Maybe the end result will be something 
quite different and could have more meaning to us. At the moment , I s hall not 
s ay it too loud, but I do see it as a bit of bras s that the past Commissioner 
has in s talled or instilled some magic into , and it is cared for very reverently , 
I notice . The officials there guard it with their lives, s o it mean s a lot to 
some people , but I mu st say with due re s pect that it does not mean too much to 
me as yet. 

Now , as far as the beginning of each day -- now, the practice of yelling "Order" 
and marching in like a troop is a practice that I think has been established 
by ... 

MR . SPEAKER: Mr. Sibbeston, you have had five minutes overrun. How much longer 
are you going to be without unanimous consent? 

MR. SIBBESTON : I have about half a page. 

SOM E HON . MEMBERS: Agreed . 

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Continue , plea se. 

Daily Procedures Could Be Changed 

MR. SIBBESTON: Now, the practice, as I said, of ye lling "Order" and marching 
in lik e a troop i s a practice, I think, that ha s been established by Stu Hodgson , 
the past Commissioner, and I know Mr. Hodg son has a military background, and he 
like s the military type of formality. Of course, he is gone and we should not 
think that we must now follow the procedure that he established forever. We 
shou ld dispense or do away with any trooping in, yel ling "Order". I think, in 
it s stead, the Speaker shou ld s imply walk in casually to his chair by himself 
without due procession, and we can stand up when he comes in to s how him our due 
respect and recognition, and then have a very nice prayer, a more simple prayer , 
Mr. Speaker, than the one we have now. I notice the prayer now i s a bit -- you 
have some big words that I have a hard time understanding sometimes . I think 
with God you have to be pretty clear and simple, otherwise there may be misunder­
standi ng. I think, too, that the prayer should be in three languages, English, 
Inuktitut, and one of the Dene language s, a nd I think the Speaker surely could 
be asked to learn a few verses of various languages in the North . It would not 
be very much, of course, but it would show somet hing , a token, it would be a 
sign that -- respectful of the various people in the North. 

So, Mr. Speaker, these are all my comments now, and I look forward to hearing 
what the other Members have to say. I look forward to their overwhelming support. 
I notice that a few of the persons that would normally give me wholehearted 
support are not here, but I trust that we will have a good discussion and a good 
endi ng to this. Mahsi. 

---Applause 

MR . SPE AKER: Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. Thi s Assembly will stand recessed for 
15 minutes for coffee. 

---SHORT RECESS 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Chair recognize s a quorum and ca lls the Assembly back to order. 
Ms Cournoyea, as seconder, do you wish to speak at this time? 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr . Speaker, as seconder of the motion, I do not believe that 
there is any more to be said, and I would call "question" on the motion . 

MR. SPEAKER : To the motion. Question has been called. Mr . Braden. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN : Thank you , Mr. Speaker . If I may be allowed just a minute 
to make a point here, I would like to speak in support of the motion and 
congratulate the Member on an excellent speech . I really enjoyed listening to 
him talk. I would just say that I think we really have to make a concerted 
effort for the next few years to pull together ct 2corum and to bring together 
some of the artifacts, art, and so forth, which I know all Members will agree 
will look very nice in the new Legislative Assembly building that will one day 
be built here in Yellowknife as our capital city . Thank you very much. 

---Laughter 

MR . SPEAKER : To the motion. Mr. Curley. 

Design And Decor An Unimportant Issue 

MR. CURLEY : Mr. Speaker , I would just like to make a comment that we can do 
away with all the formalities of the Assembly and design it in such a way that 
the Dene can be more comfortable with it, but I do not believe that that is 
going to be a guiding factor in developing the North . I think Dene , Inuit, and 
white people should not be worried about what kind of designs or decoration they 
walk into in the Assembly. It is how they represent their constituency and what 
kind of proposals they bring forward to the critical issues that we face --
that will make the difference, because they are going to have to work, and it 
is not going to be easy . I am just fed up and tired of fooling around with too 
many little things when we could be trying to improve the economy and employment 
opportunities for people and other urgent things that we are faced with . This 
is not a serious issue and I am going to abstain from it. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion . Mr. Evaluarjuk. 

MR. EVALUARJUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am going to make a 
short comment concerning the motion that is on the floor . It seems that the 
motion is trying to say that we should follow the traditional culture of the 
Inuit and the Indians. We Inuit in the Baffin region -- our ancestors never 
had cloth material as clothing. If we are going to follow the motion to the 
letter, we are going to have to be in the House with our traditional clothes, 
but when we are in the House I do not want to be wearing that clothing because 
it is very hot . 

---Laughter 

If we are going to symbolize the Northwest Territories, within the Baffin region 
we consider Yellowknife not part of the Northwest Territories because it is 
totally different from the land that we live in, in the Baffin region, and it 
does not concern me at all what we wear and what artifacts we have in the House. 
Tagak Curley talked about representing the people who elected us . I think I am 
going to abstain because in my region when there are Christma s festivals or 
when somebody gets married, we wear two and three-piece suits. It is not saying 
that we are trying to be higher than anybody else ; it is just that we are 
following the changes. Therefore I am going to abstain, because it does not 
affect me at all. Thank you . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Evaluarjuk. To the motion. Mr . Patterson. 
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Nunavut Legislative Assembly 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker , I bel i eve that the peop l e of t he Nort hwest 
Territor i es are about to endorse the dismant lin g of this Leg i s l at i ve Assemb l y, 
a nd i ts reconstruct ion in two d i fferent a nd uni que parts , and I think the debate 
I will be most interested in participating in on decor a nd dress and c usto ms 
and practices i s the one t hat is going to occ ur at t he first sess i on of t he 
Nunavut l eg i slative assemb l y. I respect the Member's very strong feelings about 
these sy mbo li c matters and abo ut appearances, but I am concerned that we are 
about to embark on a n hi stor i ca l decision wh i ch wil l make this House a re li c 
of hi story, and I th ink at that time it may be a lot more easy for Members from 
the western territory to dec i de what appurtenances a nd sy mb o l s s hou l d be part 
of this House. I find i t kind of incongruous to think about mixing up caribou 
and muskrat and beaver and po l ar bear and sea l sk in. I think if one th ink s 
about i t, i t i s just another argument for d i v i d ing the Territor i es i nto more 
workab l e uni ts. 

I a l so think that the people of the Eastern Arctic probab l y are in my experience 
perhaps l ess concer ned wi th appearances, a nd what they wi ll be in terested in i s 
f inding a Speaker who ca n speak Inuktitut a nd can carry on t he business of the 
House in Inuktitut a nd find a Co mmi ssio ner who can s peak Inukti t ut -- and t hi s 
is no s li g ht on our present Commissioner, but I t hink that the Comm i ss i oner of 
Nunavut will have to be fluent in Inuktitut. I a l so t hin k f rom my exper i ences 
with royal vi s i ts in t he Eastern Arctic, there is goi ng to be a place for 
remnants of the co l oni a l times in the Eastern Arctic . Th ere i s some affection 
and reverence for the Br iti s h Crown and that aspect of hi story, so I t hin k that 
whil e I respect the Member ' s co ncern about di scarding t hese re mn a nts of what 
he cal l s co loni a l days, I think perhaps the Inuit might feel a lit t l e bit 
hesitant about discarding references to t he pa st . I think rather they . . . 

MR. CURLEY : Question. 

MS CO URNO YEA : Quest ion , p l ease. 

MR . MacQUARRIE: Carry on . 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: I think they wo ul d prefer, Mr. Speaker, to ta ke over 
these in st ituti ons and people the of f i ces with their own people, so I feel, 
too, that it i s in appropr i ate for me to support or not support this motion. 
I believe it i s appropriate to absta in . Thank yo u . 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Quest i on. 

MR . SPEAKER: Quest i on being ca ll ed . All those in favour? One, two -- oh, 
pardon me. You have the r i ght to c l ose the debate, Mr. Sibb esto n. 

MR. M,: c: QUARR IE : Mr. Speaker. 

~IR . SFEAKER: Yes, Mr. MacQuarrie. 

A s s e m b l y _ S h o u l d _ R e f l e ct_ S _o c i e t y _ I t R e p re s e n t s 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would li ke the opportunity to 
make a coup l e of remarks before the debate i s c l osed. I di sagree that it i s 
an unimportant issue. Maybe it is not as impo rta nt as so me other issues, but 
there i s no quest i on at all that dress a nd decor a nd sym bol s mean somet hing 
a nd t he Member has made a ser i ous reques t that t hey be reviewed and I respect 
that a nd in tend to support it. I do so unstintingly -- that i s, s upport the 
motion - - wh il e I perhaps cou ld not agree with certai n s pe cif i c sugges tion s 
that the Member has made for change, but I do feel t ha t we ought to be open to 
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developing an Assembly that in some better way, perhaps, reflects the society 
that i t represents, and i s open to the deve l opment of symbols that are more 
meaningful to a ll of the peopl e that are represe nted by that Assembly. But I 
do say that in any assemb l y certa in standards of dress and decorum a nd procedure 
are neces sary, and that a ll Members shou l d, once having agreed to them, respect 
them. 

In addressing t hi s issue, I wou ld on l y say that I regretted a couple of weeks 
ago, when the honourable Member for Mackenzie Liard made some dramatic moves 
wi th respect to these i ssues of language and dress, because the truth i s -­
whether the honourable Member likes it or not -- that those are matters that 
th i s House can decide. They are not relics of co l oni a li sm in that se nse. No, 
the Commi ss i oner ca nn ot determine what l anguages we will speak i n this Assemb l y, 
he ca nn ot determ in e what c l othes we will wear, and so th e appropriate th in g for 
anyone who wou ld li ke to c hange them i s to adopt this approach and try to 
persuade other Members that there ought to be cha nges . So I do commend the 
Member for hav in g attempted to do that in bringing in thi s motion, and wh il e it 
appears that there may be others who do not support that kind of i nit i ative, I 
can assure him that as l ong as he pursues the matter in this way, that he wil l 
have my fu ll support, because I am open to changes in t hat area. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion . Anybody who has not spoke n and wi s hes to speak 
at this time? Mr. Si bb eston, you have the f l oor to c l ose t he debate. 

~R. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I just am kind of disappointed with some of the 
remarks made by the Members , particularly nat i ve people from the North -­
part i cu l arly peop l e like Mr. Cur l ey. I just fi nd that some Inu i t Members are 
very imp atie nt . All they seem to think about is themse l ves. Mr. Curley 
yesterday ta l ked about racism in the North. He sa id he could see, he cou ld 
feel the racism in the West here . Well, racis m i s here becau se native people 
in this part of the North were not treated fairly. White people in t hi s part 
of the North have not dealt with the Dene and Metis people very fair l y . Th ey 
ha ve impo sed their syste m on us a nd the Dene people, l a rg ely through liqu or, 
have just driven themselves in the ... 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Sibbe sto n , yo u mu st keep to t he mot ion and summat i on , please. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Spe aker, I a l so can not un derstand why Mr . Patterson says, 
"Well, we in the East are go in g to have Nunavut, so there i s no need to dea l 
with matters suc h as this . " He dismisses it and says he i s not eve n go in g to 
vote. I ju st can not understand how he ca n say t hat and s im ply dism i ss my very 
ser iou s motion. I am serio us to the point of crying on th i s i ss ue. 

MR. CURLEY : Cry, cry -- t ears ... 

MR . SIBBESTON: You had better watch out or I will go and g i ve you a punch. 
All r ight . 

Mr. Si bbesto n_ Expelled From_ The _ House 

MR . SP EAKER: Mr. Sibbesto n '. Mr. Si bbeston, you wi l l l eave t he House. You are 
expe ll ed for the rema ind er of th i s day. 

MR. SIBBESTON: What stay? 

MR. SP EA KER: am sorry, Mr. Sibbeston. What I sa id was you hav e no right to 
inflict -- or touch any other person i n this House. You are now be ing asked to 
l eave the House for the rest of this s i tt in g day. 

MR. SI BBESTON: Mr. Speaker , can I say somethi ng? Po i nt of privi l ege . 

MR. SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Si bbeston. Point of privilege. 
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MR. SIBBESTON: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry for having done what I did, but as 
Speaker I th ink it i s yo ur responsibi lity to make sure that there i s nothing 
said by other Members, as was done by Mr. Curley, to so inc ense one to, in my 
case, hit him . I think it is your responsibility to make sure that there are 
no comments made out of order and I believe Mr. Curley made some comments wh i ch 
were very in s ulting and caused me to act the way I did. I said I am sorry for 
that, but I just think that it was caused by Mr. Curley insulting me. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Sibbeston , I heard no remarks whatsoever from Mr. Curley 
from here . Thi s sound system up here i s not that good, but I did not hear 
anything he sa i d today and I did not hear it yesterday. However, I can not 
tolerate people using physical violence within this House, so my ru ling must 
stand. 

MR . SIBBESTON : So for how long? Cou ld you please indicate 7 

MR. SPEAKER: For this sitting day. 

MR. SIBBESTON: Sure . Thank you . 
today . 

will say I am sorry. I will leave for 

MR. SPEAKER : That matter is now c lo sed. Are we ready for the question or do 
you wish to have this set aside to a llow Mr. Sib beston to c l ose off hi s remarks 
tomorrow? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Set as i de. 

MR. SPEAKER: Set as id e until tomorrow. 

MR. CUR LE Y: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Point of order or privilege, Mr. Curley? 

MR. CUR LEY : Point of privilege, Mr. Speaker. I certainly do not hav e anything 
against Mr. Sibbeston. I would just lik e to put that on the record, that 
Members tend to say words that sometimes can poss ibl y be mi s un derstood, but I 
do not feel anyth ing against Mr. Sibbesto n and I regret that he had to lea ve. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Cur ley. We will then go on with the orders of 
the day. Motion 18-82( 1) . Th at i s Mr. Sibb esto n's motion and it will be set 
aside unti l tomorrow. Motion 19 - 82( 1), Tabled Document 15-82( 1) to Comm itt ee 
of the Whole. Mr. Tolo ganak. 

Motion 19-82(1): Tabled Document_ l5-82(1 )_ To Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

HON. KANE TOLOGANAK: Mr. Speaker, Motion 19- 82( 1). 

I MOVE, seco nde d by the honourable Member for the Western Arctic, that 
the document, Report of the Workers' Compe nsat ion Ta sk For ce, be moved 
into comm itt ee of the whole for cons i derat ion at a time to be set by 
Mr. Speaker. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Than k you. Question being called. All those in favour? Opposed, 
if any? The motion is carried. 

---Cariied 

Motion 20-82(1), Mr. Tologanak. 
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Motion 20-82(1): Tabled Document 16-82(1) To Committee Of The Whole, Carried 

HON . KANE TOLOGANAK : Mr . Speak e r : 

I MOVE that the Administration and Gener a l Expense Budg e t of the Workers' 
Compensation Board , which I tabled earlier thi s week , be moved into 
committee of the whole for con s ideration at a time to be se t by Mr . Speaker . 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you. Have you a seconder? 

HON . KANE TOLOGANAK : Seconded by the honourable Member for the Western Arctic . 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. Mr. Tologanak. 

HON. KANE TOLOGANAK: I just might mention , Mr . Speaker , that the general 
e xpense budget of the Workers' Compensation Board is under the Executive in 
our budget book and perhaps that is the time we should discuss it. Thank you. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Question being called . All those in favour? Opposed, 
if any? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Motion 21-82(1), Mrs. Sorensen. 

Motion 21-82(1): Arctic Pilot Project Repre sentatives In Committee Of The Whole 

MRS . SORENSEN : Thank you , Mr . Speaker. 

WHEREAS this Legislative Assembly at its last session considered the matter 
of the Arctic Pilot Project in committee of the whole; 

AND WHEREAS although the Arctic Pilot Project was invited to send 
representatives to appear before the committee of the whole when this 
matter was considered, it was unable to do so because of prior commitments; 

AND WHEREAS representatives of the Arctic Pilot Project have requested 
an opportunity to appear before the committee of the whole during this 
session; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move that this Legislative Assembly con s ider matters 
relating to the Arctic Pilot Project as a first item of business in 
committee of the whole on Wednesday, February 24th; 

And further that representatives of the Arctic Pilot Project be invited 
to appear at their own expense before the committee of the whole when 
this subject is being considered. 

Mr. 'Speaker, my seconder was Mr. Nerysoo, but I see he is not in the House . 
have a seconder, Mr. Pudluk. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Your motion is in order, Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Mr . Speaker, very briefly, when the Hon . Dennis Patterson brought 
his motion forward during the last session which invited representatives of ITC 
and Canadian Arctic Resources Committee to speak to the Assembly on matters 
concerning the Arctic Pilot Project, I amended that motion and asked that we 
also hear from the representatives of the Arctic Pilot Project . As I said in 
the motion, they were unable to attend because of the short notice and this 
motion just merely gives them the opportunity to present to us their side of the 
story and the opportunity for Members to question them on concerns that have 
arisen over the past few years. Thank you, Mr . Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you , Mrs. Sorensen. Mr . Pudluk, as seconder, do you wish 
to s peak on this? 

MR. PUDLUK : Mr. Speaker, that is a good motion. Thank you . 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. Mr. Patterson . 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: I will support the motion , Mr. Speaker. Unfortunately , 
I will not be able to be here on that particular day, but I am sure that it 
has been set because that is the only day the company can come. I do think it 
is very important that they appear so that we can ask such questions as: What 
security of supply is being planned for the Northwest Territories as a result 
of this project? Why should Canadian taxpayers subsidize a project which is 
going to deliver gas to the United States? "Pilot" means a forerunner - - a 
forerunner of what? Why is Dome Petroleum involved? Why did the Arctic Pilot 
Project oppose hearing Inuit witnesses on stage one? There are many other 
questions, but I am sure other Members will ask those, so I would agree. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR . SPEAKER: To the motion. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Question. 

Motion 21-8 2(1), Carried 

MR. SPEAKER : Question being called. Mrs. Sorensen, do you wish to close the 
debate? Question being called. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The 
motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Mr. Speaker, I am requesting unanimous consent to consider my 
motion concerning the Newfoundland disaster. 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR . SPEAKER: Unanimous consent has been requested. Are there any nays? 

---Agreed 

Proceed, Mrs. Sorensen. 

Motion 27-82(1): Sympathy To Newfoundland For Lo ss Of 84 Lives 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

WHEREAS 84 persons serving on the offshore oil rig Ocean Ranger are 
believed to have lost their lives in the tragic sinking of this vessel 
on February 15th in Newfoundland waters; 

AND WHEREAS these tragic and irreplaceable losses will seriously affect 
their families, their friends and their home communities now and for all 
time; 

NOW THEREFORE , I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Inuvik, that 
this Legislative Assembly request the Speaker to convey to the Premier of 
Newfoundland and to the Speaker of the Newfoundland Legislative Assembly 
this Legislature's most sincere sympathy in this matter of deep and 
tragic loss. 

- ------, 
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MR . SPEAKER: Thank you. Your seco nd e r on that, Mrs. Sorensen? Mr. Butters. 
Mr s . Sorensen, it i s in order . 

MRS . SORENSEN: Mr. Speaker, very brie fl y, there are many Newfoundland ers -­
former Newfoundlanders -- in my constituency. I know that there are many 
former Newfoundlanders a l so in the Baffin region. I suspect that they are 
a l so in other regions of the Northwest Territories, and I would s us pect that 
there are some that have experienced the lo ss of relatives or c l ose friends in 
that tragi c accident . Mr . Speaker, there i s a spec i a l rel at i onsh ip that this 
Legislature and indeed the people of the Northwest Territories have with the 
people of Newfoundland , and that i s th a t we have workers working on offshore 
oi l sh ip s, ju st as the people of Newfoundl a nd have peop l e working offshore on 
man - made f lo ating islands. Mr. Speaker, I think that even though we did not 
have a specia l type of relationship , I think that as Canadians we would wish 
to e xtend our s incere and deep sympathy with the people of Newfoundland for 
this tragic lo ss. So I would ask that Members join with me in expressing that 
through the Speaker to both the Legi s la ture and to the Premier of Newfoundland. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mrs. Sore nse n. Mr. Butters, as sec onder . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAK ER : Question being ca ll ed. Mr. Pudluk . 

MR. PUDLUK: (Translation) I support the motion; however , I think i t i s too 
soon to express our sympathy. There was news on TV and they showed some family 
or some friends on the news and the y do not want to blame themselves . They 
sti ll want to wait to see i f their relatives are st ill a li ve or not . There wa s 
something on the news about one person saying that he sti ll can wait to see if 
his re lative s are dead or alive. Thank you . 

MR. SP EA KER: Thank you, Mr. Pudluk. To the motion . 

AN HON . MEMBER: Question. 

Motion 27-82(1) , Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Question being ca lle d. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? 
Th e motion has been carried unanimously. 

- --Carried 

That then concludes motions for today . 

Item ll , introduction of bills for first reading. 

Item 12 , second reading of bills. 

Item 13 , consideration in committee of the whole of bills, recommendations to 
the Legislature and other matters. 

ITEM NO. 13: CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS, RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE LEGISLATURE AND OTHER MATTERS 

Bill l- 82( 1) , Appropriation Ordinance, 1982-83, and the 13th Report of the 
Standing Committee on Finance, with Mr. Fraser in the cha ir . 
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---Legislative Assembly resolved into committee of the whole for consideration 
of Bill l-82(1), Appropriation Ordinance, 1982- 83, with Mr. Fraser in the chair. 

PROCEEDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER BILL l-82(1) , APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE, 1982-83 

Department Of Education 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Patterson, would you care to bring in the witness? 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr . Chairman . Yes, I wonder if I could have 
permission to have Mr. Gerard Mulders, my assistant deputy minister, appear 
with me . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra se r): Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Total O And M, Student Residences 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): 
amount of $3,880,000. 

Student residences, on page 17.06 , 0 and M, in the 
Mr. Arlooktoo. 

MR . ARLOOKTOO : (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. If we can go back to 
general questions, it is going to be a brief question to the Minister. I want 
to ask a general question . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Proceed. 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I was absent yesterday 
and I want to ask about this. In my constituency there is no adult education 
centre in Lak e Harbour and I am wondering -- do we have to make a request to 
have an adult education centre? My question is, can we get an adult education 
centre when there is enough of a population in Lake Harbour? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr . Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, we have a total of 35 positions devoted 
to adult education throughout the Northwest Territories and in the Baffin region 
there are 12 .5 positions. There are 3.5 new positions that were made available 
that have been distributed throughout the Northwest Territories, one to each 
region, with the exception of Fort Smith, and as I mentioned yesterday, the 
new position allocated to Baffin has been planned for the headquarters in 
Frobisher Bay with a view to providing extension courses to all the communities 
in the Baffin region providing a link with Thebacha College and a link with 
programs that might be offered in Frobisher Bay. If the Member wishes to have 
that position allocated to Lake Harbour, it is a possibility which could be 
taken up with the regional superintendent, as I promised to take up the question 
of allocating another position to Pangnirtung with the regional superintendent. 
I guess the best answer I can give is that we do not foresee being able to 
offer any more than one position in the Baffin region in the coming year and 
those 3.5 positions that we were able to get over last year were hard enough 
to fight for because of the demands in other areas of this government. It might 
also be a matter that Lake Harbour could take up with the Baffin Region 
Education Society. That i s about all I can say at this point. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr. Arlooktoo. 
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MR. ARLOOKTOO : (Translation) Yes, t hank you, Mr. Chairma n . Most of the 
communities do not hav e a permanent adu lt education ce ntr e and I think there 
co uld be one in Lake Harbour . Maybe if you could visit or come and see my 
const itu ency for the first time , maybe you ca n me e t with the ad ult educator 
over there . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Mr . Minister. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have had the pleasure 
of vi s iting Lake Harbour severa l t ime s but not in my capacity as Minister of 
Education. I know the Member a lso has other concer ns about the s i ze of the 
schoo l and the progrums offered in the school and I have already asked the 
superinte nd ent to visit there and meet with the local education authorit y to 
discus s those problems and report back to me and report back to him . Maybe 
this wou ld be an appropriate concern to be added to that vi s i t. I will do that 
and I look forward to visiting Lak e Harbour myself for that purpo se as wel l . 
Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Th ank you, Mr. Minister . Mr. Cur l ey . 

Matron Fo r St udent Residences 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, thank you, Mr . Chairman. I would like to state someth ing 
about student residences. I think they play a very import ant part of young 
st ud e nt s educational needs in the Territories . I would like to give the 
Minister a chance to see if he can review the very important need to have, for 
in stance, a matron in these residences. I think the nur ses are probably called 
-- I believe they are ca lled matrons in most res id ences. In Frobisher Bay, 
for in stance, there are a lot of students who somet im es cou ld not get an 
appointment with the doctors in Frobisher Bay a nd places like that to get a 
short prescription for necessary drugs to resolve their immedi ate needs. 

I ca n give the Minister an examp l e. Here in Yellowknife, right after Christmas, 
a stude nt from the Keewatin, when he got there, had caught quite a flu here in 
Yellowknife an d I was told by a couple of students that when they asked the 
s up erv i sor for aspirin, for instan ce, in that residence, they were just laughed 
at and they had to stay in bed for a few days but no kind of medical treatment 
was given to them . I do not think this kind of thing s hould be a llow ed and 
therefore I am asking the Minister if he would assure this House that this kind 
of thing will not be allowed. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Minister . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Well, I am sorry to hear about that exper i ence, 
Mr . Chairman. There i s an assistant administrator at Akaitcho Hall who i s a 
woman, a person who is s upp osed to fill that function and I do not know how 
this particular incident occurred. I had not heard of it to date but I am 
concerned and I will look into it. I agree that students s hould be cared for 
in the res id e nc es the same way they would be looked after at home . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra ser) : Thank you. Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, cou ld the Minister indic ate whether or not he would eventually 
find a way to have nurses for students in this kind of residence? No doubt there 
will be one more hostel built in the Keewatin and I do not think we shou ld 
expect that an influx of students from other regions should not create a problem 
with the comm unit y because they always experience a shor t age of nurses in 
co mmunitie s s uch as Rankin Inlet . Could the Minister indicate whether or not 
he will attempt to resolve that problem and see if he could provide a nurse at 
residences that do provide service for the whole region? 
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Telephone Availability At Student Residence 

I also would like to ask him to see if he would improve this particular problem 
with the Yellowknife hostel as far as communications with the regions are 
concerned. I notice that a number of parents have tried to phone the Yellowknife 
hostel here and almost every time that a parent would try to phone, that line 
is busy and there is no bloody way that they can get through to the hostel 
sometimes. I suggested it to the Minister one time through a note that I sent 
him that he should try to call the hostel here to see whether or not he could 
get through at all to the number listed in the phone book. It is not always 
possible and I think that parents should be given an opportunity to be able to 
speak when they want to and that one particular telephone should be reserved 
specifically for long distance incoming calls . Could he assure the House that 
he will do something about this? Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. On the telephone matter, yes, 
I have had problems getting through to the residence myself. I usually call 
there to try and find a babysitter and I think I know what the Member means. 
The solution obviously which I think I can now undertake to effect, would be to 
install another phone specifically for incoming calls. I think the Member can 
appreciate that the real reason the phone is tied up is because students usually 
like to talk on the phone and we should not inhibit them from doing that, but 
as I say, we will install another line which can be set aside for incoming calls 
specifically and make this known to parents . 

Hiring Of A Nurse For Student Residence 

Now, I must be frank as far as the nurse is concerned. I find it very hard to 
believe that hiring a full-time nurse in the residence would give that person 
anything more than a few days work or a few minutes work a day and I think the 
solution to the problem is to make sure that our staff are informed that 
students are to be accommodated in medical facilities in Yellowknife when they 
require attention and treatment. They can be taken to the hospital, they can 
be taken to a doctor, and that is the solution rather than to have a nurse 
there. I think I would be working to see that occur because I would not want 
to waste a nurse's time. I do not think a nurse could be fully occupied with 
150 students. The Member may disagree but that is my first reaction to your 
proposal. Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Minister. One more short one . Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY ~ Mr. Chairman, I am not suggesting at all that that nurse be a 
ful l -time nurse. For instance, Whale Cove has only about 150 or less population, 
and the Department of Health and Welfare provided a full-time nurse for that 
settlement, so I suggest that 150 students is quite a lot. I do not believe 
that the administration staff should be given any responsibility for prescribing 
drugs of any sort or trying to diagnose sickness. They should not be given 
that responsibility. If they are going to be given that responsibility, they 
should have specific training in that field, and should not just be allowed to 
by the Department of Education. What I would like to suggest is that the 
students should have an equal chance to go to a nurse or a person who knows 
about prescribing particular drugs if they need it. one way would be that the 
Department of Education should have, certain times a week, a clinic for those 
students rather than just relying on the students to tell the administrator that 
they may have a particular sickness because not many of the Inuit students, the 
native students that I do know, will go to an administrator when they have a 
sickness because so often they will not say anything, and it takes someone 
specialized in the medical field to understand that they do have a problem . 
Could the Minister make a response to that right after coffee break? Thank you . 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra ser): Th ank you, Mr. Curley. We will gi ve you 15 minutes 
to think about that one, Mr. Patterson . Precisely. 

--- Laught er 

---S HORT RECESS 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): The Chair does not recognize a quorum. Some of the Members 
sit down. Anybody in the coffee room? Mr . MacQuarrie , you are upstairs; 
come on down . The Chair recognizes a quorum . Mr. Patterson, your answer to 
the question from the Memper. 

HON. DENNIS PA TT ERSON: Well, Mr . Chairman, there is a public health nurse 
who goes to Akaitcho Hall every Tuesday and holds clinics as the Member 
suggests, and she is also availab l e when required. I hope that answers his 
concern . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr. Cur l ey, have you a 
subsequent question? 

Breaking Rules In Student Residences 

MR. CURLE Y: Yes, thank you . Mr. Chairman. That certain l y answers part of 
my question. I do not know whether that applies in a place like Frobisher Bay 
or any other student residences in the Northwest Territor i es. However, I have 
another concern, Mr. Chairman. The experience t hat I have now as far as the 
Akaitcho Hall is concerned -- recently there have been quite a . number of 
students being sent back home because of infractions of the student rules or 
the residence rules and so on. I do not know about the rules, but to me it 
is very important to try a nd keep students continuing to go to sc hool , whether 
they break one rule or not . Alth ough I realize that i t is very difficult to 
contro l students from getting into some party somewhere and consuming some 
liquor or alcoho l when invited to a friend's p l ace here and there . I think it 
i s common that this kind of th ing goes on {n Ye llo wknife with students who 
are attending Sir John Franklin High Schoo l here. I notice that some students 
are probably given a good chance to shApe up or improve, and then I do not 
know how often they have to break a ru l e with alcohol, but I do know that 
stude nt s have recently been sent back to the Keewatin for breaking certain 
regulations . I wou ld li ke to ask the Minister to e l aborate a lit tle bit 
about the rules , you know, when students break them, exactly what they are, 
what they mean. Do they so lv e the problem with particular students to not do 
it again? I am not sure whet her the rules in the Akaitcho Hall solve the 
problem of students engagi ng in this kind of thing or not . 

I also would like to know what type of controls or rules the hostels have to 
try to prevent some sort of a drug abuse in those residences, because these 
are the concerns of the parents . I think sometimes the parents from the 
regions lik e myself are reluctant to send their kids to Yel l owknife, because 
they know that they would get mixed up with drugs a nd so on , which I think i s 
common in places like Yel l owknife . So cou ld the Minister i ndicate whether 
or not he wil l try to assure the parents that the students are not allowed to 
ha ve an easy access or get inv olved in this kind of a drug prob l em? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Th ank you, Mr. Cur l ey . Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Mr. Chairman, the administrator of Akaitcho Ha ll i s 
here, and I would ask the permission of the House that he answer that question, 
Mr. Roy Menag h . If he heard the question, I would prefer that he answer it, 
if that is agreeable. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Does the committee agree that we bring the -- agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): We recognize Roy Menagh, administrator for Akaitcho 
Hall . Am I correct , Mr. Minister? 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, that is correct . 

- ----------. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you . Did you get the que s tion, Mr . Menagh? 

MR . MENAGH : I think s o , Mr. Chairman . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra ser) : Thank you. Proceed with the answer. 

Alcohol And Drugs In Student Residences 

MR. MENAGH : I believe that t he kinds of concerns that Mr. Cur l ey ha s about 
drugs and about alcoho l are we ll -taken. It i s som e thing that in administrat in g 
a s tudent residence is a constant worr y , at all times. We tak e the po s ition 
that the pos s ess i on and consumption of any narcotic or a l coho li c beverage in 
the government residence is str i ct l y forbidden . Many of the times that we 
have dealt in an extreme way, by sending a student home , have been in addre s sing 
this very important issue in a student residence with young people that can 
be affected by thi s kind of involvement . I take an extremely firm posit i on, 
and in the supervision of these students, we take an extreme posit i on, and 
consider expulsion or suspension from the residence right away. The parent s 
are contacted constant l y and it is something that really concerns us . In 
every case, the parents have been contacted and have more or less agreed with 
the decision to deal with them the harsh way. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Thank you, Mr . Menag h. Mr. Cur l ey. 

MR. CUR LE Y: Yes, Mr. Chairman. really do not agree that the extreme steps 
to expel the student imm ediate l y, are any encouragement at a ll to the young 
person . I, for in stance, as a young person once, did not have an opportun i ty 
to go to school in places li ke t hese, I know for one thing when I did make a 
mistake my dad or mother did not immediately give me an extreme li cking or 
whatever to correct me for the mistake. I do nbt know. Maybe you do that 
with your children. Maybe the immediate step that you do to your youngster, 
when they make a mistake is to do it in a harsh and extreme way, but would 
that encourage a young person to have an interest in cha ll enging the future 
and to be proud of his own id entity if the person takes extreme steps? I am 
not sure it i s an answer. I do not believe in extreme steps for the first 
or second time that the student has caused an offence as far as the rules are 
concerned does not help the student at all, because he or she might become more 
or less of a problem in t he community rather than trying to contribute to 
the commu nity as a citizen, so could I ask the admin i strator of the hostel 
what in his view i s an extreme offence for students to do before a young 
person is expelled? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Than k you, Mr. Curley. Mr. Menagh. 

Extensive Counselling In The Area 

MR. MENA GH: I think that in the matter of a second chance -- quite often 
there is a second chance. What has to be assessed is the individual case of 
each student who i s involved . Eve ry student, in dealing with the problems of 
growing up in a city li ke Yellowknife, and particularly students from isolated 
commu ni ties that come into this environment in Ye llowkni fe, who have the 
opportunity to drink -- a st ud ent can drink here -- drugs and alcohol are 
availab l e in Yellowknife, there is no question about that. We have developed 
in the res id ence a counselling program for this matter. As a matter of fact, 
one of our superv i sors has just recently attended a major marijuana workshop 
in Edmonton, and the first stage in dealing with any student that is involved 
in this matter is an extensive counse lling session with that student. All 
students know that it is a position that we take that is very firm, and that 
it is serious when a st ud ent is considering getting in vo l ved wit hin the 
confines of the dormitories, because the l ast th in g we want is the attitude 
in the communities or in the North that Akaitcho Hall or other such place s are 
pla ces where it is readily available . I just do not believe that that is true. 
Thi s workshop , I understand, was extremely worth-while for this supervisor. We 
had subsequent meetings since she returned, and as I say there is definitely 
counse lling in every case. 



- 508 -

As far as a second chance, some students do not get a second chance. Some 
students, we find, know the difference . Some students, though , if they have 
not been here very lon g, they have just come this semester , then we -- as a 
matter of fact , we are dealing with one or two students right now , and they 
have not been sent home. There are phone calls that are being made constantly 
to keep their parents informed of what is going on. So I can assure you, 
Mr. Chairman, that everything i s being done to give extensive counselling 
first in this area . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr . Menagh. Mr. Cur l ey . 

Old-Fashioned Love And Affection 

MR. CURLEY: Yes , the l ast one, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate, you know, the 
initiatives taken by the administrator and his staff to try and understand 
through all types of training courses to resolve the kind of problem s the 
st udents normall y face in everyday life throughout the schoo l year. 

I remember when I was in Ottawa , a lot of students come to Ottawa to continue 
their high school education. I went there a l ong time ago but even up to 
now there are a lot of students from Arctic Quebec and some parts of the 
Keewat in and Baffin who go to Ottawa. I was not a counse ll or but I was asked 
to speak to a person who had an alcoho l and drug problem and I went in there 
as an ordinary citizen just to encourage a couple of young boys and today 
I can SRe that they were not expelled even though they had quite a serious 
involvement with drugs and alcohol . We did not expel them. You know, I did 
not encourage that Ralph Richard and his shopping -- se nd him back home , 
and these particu l ar people called me not because I was trained as a counsellor 
and I had training in alcohol and drug prevention and stuff but becau se I 
care . I think that nobody can replace that affection and concern and care 
for a young person. My que st ion is, do the personnel in Akaitcho Hall and 
student residence s have any kind of understanding, that i s so common in the 
Inuit communities? I know we are a problem. I was once a problem and I can 
te ll you I am a proven problem, as a young person growing up and s o on. Even 
right now I am a prob l em in thi s Assembly, right? 

---Laughter 

The thing i s I do not get discouraged from trying . I do not hold grudges 
against other peop l e that deal with me because my training has been to cha ll enge 
what is before me and I am wondering whether or not there shou ld be specia l 
courses given to administrative and supervisory staff in the hostels to be 
ab l e to have a little more old-fashioned affection, lo ve and care to deal 
with these youngsters in this kind of a place, because I have a number of 
re l atives here. I do not get involved with them and I think they shou ld 
wa l k through the hot water if they must. I only see them once in a while 
because I would be discouraging them . Th·ey probably wou ld get homesick if 
I see them too often. But the thing is, wou ld you not feel that there is a 
s pecial training needed to bring about human contact and needed to encourage 
the youngsters? You people are trained like a military, I say. You know, 
if rule one is broken, here is the punishment. If rule two is broken, here 
is the step, but I do not think that wi ll encourage a young person to continue 
to have an interest in the educational system if we are just going to continue 
with this type of action. So I would like some assurance that the Minister 
and his staff will try to assure that the students are better cared for, 
particu l arly when they are so far away from home. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Thank you, Mr . Curley. Mr. Minister. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. do certainly recognize 
the challenge that faces us in dealing with students who are so far away from 
home and I do look forward to the day when we will not have to send any 
student away f~om home to go to school. I think we must keep them in their 
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home communities as long as po ss ible and avoid s ending them away whenever fund s 
and resources permit . I think the matter of training is being addresse d to 
the best of our ability . I know there was a workshop given la s t summer for 
the entire staff of Akaitcho Ha ll , in the area of counselling . I hop e our s taff 
are sensitive, but probably th ere i s a lo t more we can do and I wil l take it 
as adv ic e and pursue it further. I think , if I may, Mr . Menagh may wish to 
add something to that . Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr . Minister. Mr. Menagh . 

Success With Co un se lling Program 

MR. MENAGH: Mr. Chairman, one of the points that I think i s very important 
for Mr . Curley to understand is that in our process that we have us ed this fall , 
we have had a number of s ucces ses in our counse lling program. I know of one 
spec ifi c case where a stude nt did go hom e because of a drug related incident 
and this boy was, I think, deepl y affected by the deci s ion to send him home. 
When he returned he has and continues to have i n the residence at this time 
a significa ntl y changed attitude regarding hi s sc hooling a nd I think that 
the firm position in not tolerating this kind of activity in the student 
residence i s one that -- the communities that I have talked to and local people 
and l ocal educators in places like Coral Harbour and Baker Lak e, they 
appreciate the strict ne ss in this area very much in the po s ition that we take 
because it i s so easy to get out of hand if it i s allowed to go on beyond that 
point. So we do have a number of cases in which there have been s ucc esses of 
students that have come back and thanked me. "I und erstand what you are 
trying to do now." I hope that some of the stu de nt s that have returned to 
the Keewatin area feel, as they sit at home thinking . about some of the things 
that they have done , that schoo l is important and it is worth fighting for and 
working for and on this matter they s hould not be abusing their privilege of 
being in Yellowknife. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser}: Thank you, Mr . Menagh. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman , I will withhold the question I have to the Mini s ter 
for another time . However I have a question when you come to sc hool s, on 
the capita l . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Mr. Ki l abuk. 

MR . KILABUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Are we on page 17 .06? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra ser ): Page 17 . 06. 

Private Boarding Home s 

MR . KILABUK: (Translation) Concerning st udent residences in this budget, I 
have known that there are some peop l e, like in the Frobi s her Bay residence, 
that they reside in a friend's place rather than the resid ence in Frobi s her. 
am not exact l y s ure how they pay the people that are boarding them but I 
know that Frobisher Bay residents -- when one of the st udents stay in a private 
place that the person i s not paid. Do you pay for the accommodation of the 
st udent s when the y stay in private accommodation or how exactly i s this worked 
out? I just want to find out. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fra ser): Mr. Minister. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Mr. Chairman, I am not quite sure why a st udent would 
not be staying in the residence in Frobi s her Bay. We unfortun ate l y cannot 
afford to administer costly residences with 24 hour s upervi s ion and offer 
private boarding at the same time, so I would be interested in more details 
about just who the Member is referring to. How ever, I can say that in the 
circumstances where we do authorize a student stay ing privately, that is, where 



- 510 -

it is authorized by the department, then the policy is to pay boarding r~tes, 
but I believe ihat students who came to Frobisher Bay and chose not to li ve 
in the residence would be responsible for looking after themse l ves. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Minister . Mr . Ki l abuk . 

MR. KILABUK: (Trans l ation) Mr . Chairman, that was not so recently. I think 
it must have been about a year or two years ago, but I know of this in cident 
where a boy was expe ll ed from the student residence so he went to board over 
at my son ' s place because he wanted to further his educati?n. So he was 
a ll owed to go to school but he was residing_in private resi?ence because he 
was expelled from the school residence. I Just wanted !o find out furt~er 
about this, but if they are going to have to go into private accommo?ation . 
when they are not in the residence, I think there should be a study into this. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Minister . 

Department Cannot Pay For Private Boarding 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. That helps me to und erstand 
the question. It wou ld be possible -- and that must have been what ~appened 
in that particu l ar case -- for a student to be expe ll ed from the res !d ence 
in which case the Department of Education wo uld offer them~ plane ! ick e! 
home but that person might not be expel l ed from the schoo l i!self, in which 
case, if they wished to remain and find their ow n accommodation, they could 
continue attending schoo l . 

I guess the view that the Department of Educat i on takes as far as our residences 
are concerned is that it is a privilege for a student to be able to stay in a 
residence and if they are unwilling to follow what I hope are reasonable rules 
associated with that res id ence, then the privilege is withdrawn unti l such a time 
as they might return and be able to live with those rules. I have heard many , 
petitions about making a private boarding home avai l ab l e for students who have 
specia l prob l ems or cannot fit in with residence life, and so far my fee lin g has 
been that desirable as that might be in specia l cases, we can not afford to pay 
for private boarding and at the same time have a residence. The costs are just 
too much. So I do not feel that we need to rea ll y study the matter unless the 
Member fee l s that this po li cy is comp l etely unacceptable. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Th a nk you, Mr . Minister. Mr. Kila buk. 

MR. KILABUK: (Trans l ation) If it is go in g to be in the future, I would just 
li ke to l et you know that I make these comments. I felt that I had experience 
with previous schoo l residents having to go back home and the money that was 
supposed to be used for the students schoo ling when they go to school. What 
happens to the money that is not used for the students that were sent home, 
because there is qu i te a number of students that just go home? What happens 
to the money that was supposed to be used for the student? What happens to 
it? Are you familiar with that? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Min i ster . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman . We prepare the budgets for 
hoste l s on the basis of what we expect wi ll be the enro lm ent and, unfortunately, 
we do have to build in a failure factor, whi ch is abo ut one out of every five 
students in Frobisher Bay. That is the rea l ity . We hope to do something 
about that, but we prepare our budgets consider in g that some students wi ll 
l eave and those est im ates are somet im es not quite accurate, but they are not 
cons i dered on an indiv idu a l student basis . We just l ook at the expenses over 
the year and i f we have money left over i t may be diverted to so me other area. 
If we do not have enough money, we usually can find i t from within some area 
in the Department of Education and this i s t he job I have to do from t im e to t im e 
throughout the year, when the House is not in sess i on -- is adjusting the budget 
as requirements change. · I hope that answers the Member ' s quest i on . Thank you. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fr aser): Thank you. Mr. Ki labuk . 

Food In Stu dent Residences 

MR. KILABUK : (Translation) Mr. Chairman , thank yo u very much for a nswer ing 
my question . My la st question might not really be a question. In Frobi s her 
Bay the people -- the st udent s in that residence tell me that the cooks who 
cook caribou meat , cook the meat too much , so that it does not ta ste lik e 
cooked meat. Th ey just l et the taste deteriorate. I just want to l et you know 
that . Th ey s hould get better cooks. Thank yo u . 

---Laughter 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Have you got a new cook. Mr . Patterson? Mr. Noah . 

MR . NOAH : I think the Min ister wants to respond to Mr. Ki l abuk ' s comme nt . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): I do not think there was a question there. It was 
just a matter of the meat being raw or not cooked too much or so mething . Do 
you want to respond to that, Mr. Patt erso n? 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Wel l , Mr . Chairman, just to s ay that I ap preciate the 
comments . I think I know what the Member i s stat ing . My wife a l ways says 
that the problem with wh i te people cooking car i bou meat i s they a l ways "boil 
the pi ss out of i t", as she says, and if that i s the prob l em i n Ukkivik 
with our cook, he sho uld be in str ucted accord in gl y. I would say, though, 
that I am plea se d that the problem now i s how the me at is being cooked, not 
that we do not have any country food in Uk kiv ik and I am pleased that the 
Member rea l izes we now have country food in the menu . Ther e i s quaq avai l able 
for the snacks in the evening, but we s hould mike sure that the cook knows 
how to cook caribou meat. I recognize that it i s de li cate meat and it cannot be 
treated li ke beef. If i t is go ing to be cooked, it has to be cooked just 
a lit t l e bit for it to ta s te good. So, I wi ll pass that advice on and 
appreciate hearing it . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser) : Thanks, Mr. Minister. Mr. Noah . Student re s idence s 
on page 17 . 06. 

In sult s And Teasing 

MR. NOAH : (Tran s l ation) Thank you very much , Mr. Cha irm an. A s hort comment. 
I am not s ure exactly what we are on now, but I have four comm uni t i es in 
my const itu ency -- Baker Lake, Chesterfie l d Inlet, Rep ul se Bay a nd Cora l Harbour. 
I have heard somebody s ay t hat the students that go to the reside nce for the 
fir s t t im e are in sulted. 15 this true, when they go into sc hool in Yellowknife 
or Frobis her Bay, when they arrive there they have been tea se d and in su lted? 
They tease them quite a bit, yo u kno w, li ke yo u do not want to take li quor 
or yo u do not want to take marijuana or cigarettes a nd they keep say ing to 
them, "Are you trying to be diff ere nt from somebody e l se? " Th ey make 
comments lik e that . 

Maybe this has been sa id before by oth e r Members, but when you have been 
tea sed lik e that, they s tart taking the stuff that t hey are teased abo ut . They 
start taki ng liquor and they start taking marijuana, just to be the same as 
everybody e l se . Thi s has been said to me before by the communities. Sometimes 
if they tell their s upervisors, their supervisors will just l augh at t hem. If 
I hear it from two peop l e, I do not know which one to believe. 

Ma y be they are young and that is the way they do it . When yo u are young 
people you want to get into everything. We a l ways want everybody e l se to 
be t he same as us. I would li ke to know whether t hi s i s true or not, about 
the teasing part . We a ll know that the adult people go ahead and take liquor 
or t hey smoke marijuana and if that i s the way they are going to be laughing 
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at the young people -- even though they are much stronger and have more 
willpower, I do not think that they s hould be laughing at the students like 
that. Is what they have been sayi ng true? Maybe the Minister can find an 
Inuit person to go to look after the st udent s at the high school . I feel that 
there should be someth ing done. If it is true that the supervisors just laugh 
at st ud ents when they tell them what i s going on, may be they s hould get them 
replaced by other s upervisor s. 

I know that if we have a problem we always try to look for somebo dy who has 
the same prob lem . I think yo ung and old are alike. This i s how life i s. 
Whether you are white or Inuit , I think that is how life goes. If you want 
to be a goo d person, yo u always look for people who are good. Life is the 
same from yo ung age to middle age to when yo u die . I think my colleagues 
hav e talked about this before , but I wanted to get some clarification as to 
whether this i s true, be ca use I have heard about the incident s. 

The other question i s when young girls go to school here in Yellowknife or in 
Frobisher Bay, away from their home s, they have been se nt hom e at times after 
they get into trouble, which i s not their fault, but some body else's fault. 
I want to know whether this is true or not. These questions that I have are 
quite sim ila r and either to the Minister or to hi s assistant. Thank you very 
much, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think we would be very 
happy if an Inuk, a qualified Inuk per so n were to apply for one of the 
s upervisor jo bs in Akaitcho Hall. They are available from time to time and 
we are disappointed that no one has applied. Perhap s the Member can he lp us 
to encourage so meone to work there. There i s a Dene s upervi so r at Akaitcho 
Hall . I think there i s no doubt that the s tudents are -- especially if they 
are ju st c oming into the re s idence from a small place, there i s no doubt that 
they do get teased and I think that is the way teenagers are, they put 
pr essure on those who are new and per haps unfamiliar with a particular s ituation. 

We are informed that no student would ever be sent home or i s ever sent home 
when the in c ident that got them into trouble was not their fault -- when it 
i s c lear that someone else was involved in leading them on or putting them 
in a s ituation where they got into trouble. I think those incidents are 
very carefully researched to make sure the s tudent himself or herself i s 
responsible for what went wrong if, in fact , drastic measure s have to be taken. 

Providing Meaningful Programs 

I think a lot of the problems that the Member is concerned about -- drinking 
and abuse of drug s and thi s sort of thing -- can be an swe red by providing a 
meaningful program for the s tudents , if they have to be away from home, 
provide them with a meaningful program outside the re s idence and I think we 
are making s ome progr ess in that area with an on-the-land program and 
recreation program and this s ort of thing. Probably we could go further. 
do invite Members to visit the residence any time they want and I am hoping 
this sess ion that the MLAs , particularly from the areas where s tudent s are 
sent, can join me at an appropriate time on a proper tour of the residence 
and lunch there and ma ybe there will be some opportunity to meet with the 
staff and talk to them at that time as well. I am s ure I have not answered 
all the Member's que s tions, but we are trying and I realize these problems 
are just not going to go away. Mr. Menagh might have something to add. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra se r): Mr. Menagh. 

MR. MENAGH: Mr. Chairman, I think the direction that we are trying to take 
at this time in dealing with the kinds of problems that are being raised is 
in the area of program development. We now have in place in the residence 
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in Akaitcho Hall five program co-ordinators who are taking a l and program . 
There are students going out camping this weekend. We have been fortunate 
to get some money from our local education authority in Yellowknife -- $4500. 
Sl eeping bags and camping equ ipment have been purchased , and they will be 
used on a regular basis by a supervisor taking students out to hunt and trap 
and fish. 

Another program is an exchange program in which we are trying to offer the 
opportunity to the residents that come into Akaitcho Hall of int eracting with 
other st udent s in Yellowknife in their own home s, and that i s on a volunteer 
basis. They can go and liv e for one week in a home. We also have a major 
exchange occurring at the end of the year in which there will be Inuit and 
Dene students involved in a trip to southern Ontario. Ther e are work programs 
that are beginning, and generally we are trying to fill those long hours on 
the weekends, and so on, with meaningful, relevant activities so that students 
maybe have an alternative to the kinds of temptations that they undoubtedly 
will come up against in a city so much larger than their own. 

So when the Minister mentions that we are trying, those are the ways at 
present that we are trying. There are other program s that are beginning, too, 
a noon hour lunch program, and so on, a music program. Guitars are being 
purchased for students . All of these things are happening. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra ser): Thank you, Mr. Menagh. Mr. Noah. 

Supervisors Should Show More Compassion 

MR. NOAH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman . think there is a little bit of 
misunderstanding between Inuktitut and English , so I s hall see if I can say 
it in English, our national language. I am not ' trying to be radical toward 
what your nationality is. I am just simply saying, maybe, find a person who 
is very, very honest to supervise students at Akaitcho Hall or Ukkivik. I 
have received a complaint from a student's parent s from my riding that some 
supervisors just laugh at students when they come for compassion, you might 
call it "compassion" or whatever, say ing that they are being laughed at 
because they are trying to be different from the other students, or are not 
taking drugs or alcohol. That is the point that I was trying to bring up 
before. I think there was a little bit of misunderstanding between Inuktitut 
and English. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, Mr. Chairman. If the Member can provide me 
with the name of the student and the approximate date and the name of the 
s uperviso r involved in this incident , I would certainly look into it for him, 
because I can assure you that while we do not believe that that sort of thing 
is going on, where a supervisor would ridicule or laugh at a student, if it 
did happen, it certainly will not be tolerated, and I think that the best 
way that I can respond to that would be to ask the Member to inform me privately 
of the details so that we can investigate and report back to him. Thank you. 

Total O And M, Student Residences, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): 
amount of $3,88 0,000 . 

Thank you. 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

Detail Of Capital 

Student residence s on page 17.06 in the 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Capital, pages 17.08, 17.09 , 17 . 10 , 17.11, 17.12, in 
the amount of $15,727,000. Ms Cournoyea. 
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MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman, in previous budgets there was an a ll ocation for 
planning a schoo l at Holman Island in t he 1982-83 budget, and then moving 
forward in 1984-85 for the construction stage, and I do not see any indication 
with in this budget that that project is even on stream. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Minister. 

HO N. DENNIS PATTERSON: The planning funds for Holman Island sc hoo l do not 
appear in the capital in this est im ate book because they are in the capita l 
plan for 1983-1984 in the amount of $250,000, and in the amount of $2,500,000 
for the construction phase in 1984-85, and $500,000 in 1985-86 to complete 
the construction. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you . Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA : Yes, Mr . Cha irm an. The question that I put to you was why 
was it taken off the origina l forecast? A coup l e of years ago, it was in 
the 1982-83 forecast, and I am wondering why, s in ce that community has made 
a fair l y good representation for the schoo l , and during your vi sit there as 
we ll -- the school i s a very old schoo l and does not have any facilities at 
al l for any recreat i on opportunities. It does not have a gym. On top of 
that, the i r community ha ll is very limit ed in capacity, and i s c l osed down 
most of the time. The commun ity hall burns a tremendous amount of fue l , and 
the school must pay for the use of that h~ll, 2nd the budget is tight as it 
is, and since a ll those fac ili t i es are re l ated to the schoo l it wou ld appear 
that the budget a llo cat ion cou ld be kept as i t was previously. I am wondering 
why, with those circumstances, the budget al l ocation wou ld be put off in 
order to a ll ow a l ot of the capital expend i tures for larger centre fund in g. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Minister. 

HON. DENNIS PAT TER SON: I s hou ld make it clear, Mr. Chairman, that the Holman 
Is l and school is considered part of capita l planning for the Centra l Arctic 
region, and therefore I am not s ur e if the Member was suggesting that t here 
are other priorities in the Inuvik region that are com in g ahead of it. We 
try to consider priorit i es on a regional basis, so what we are doing is 
proceeding with the construction in the Ce ntra l Arctic that was ahead of Ho lm an 
Island in the com in g year. Now, I recognize that this planning money i n 
Holman Island has been set back a year. The reason for that, Mr. Chairman, 
has nothing to do with the merits of the project or the need for building 
a schoo l there. I have seen the need myself. I t just reflects the fact 
that we cannot do everyth in g that we wish to do in each given year, and 
when the plan is finalized, some things have to be put back so that we can 
meet our overa ll target. Holman I s land was one of the many projects that was 
put back a year, but it does not mean that we are not committe d to building 
that schoo l . I guess this may ref l ect the fact that, overal l there were 
fewer capita l moneys avai l able this year than there were l ast year a nd 
therefore we had to make certa in trade-offs, and that is the only exp l anation 
that I ca n offer to the Member. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Any further questions on 
capita l ? Ms Cournoyea. 

Funds For Proceeding With Th e Ho lm a n Island Sc hoo l 

MS COURNOYEA: In lo oking at the budget again, do you see any hope that perhaps 
in re-eva lu ating -- I understand that t he Education department did l apse some 
money from l ast year. I do not know what the total amo unt that was, and I 
am wondering if yo u cou ld see a ny possibility of proceed ing with the plans 
by using the l apse money . I appreciate that other projects have to go ahead, 
but certa inl y when you l ook at young peop l e, the pr io r ity i s in getting people 
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through the primary grades. I would think that that is a priority . The 
need was expressed, and I am wondering if the Minister could see if he could 
find the funds to proceed with that school . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fras er): Mr. Minister. 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON : Thank yo u , Mr. Chairman. What I meant to say was the 
capital planning process usually sees no funds lapse , and I guess Mr . Pilot 
probably knows better than I do -- but the reason we make the best us e of 
funds available in capital planning is that throughout the year we are able 
to assess exactly where we are , through what is ca lled the "outlook process" . 
Thi s allows us to review where projects might not be going ahead as fast as 
we had hoped, and where we can thereby transfer funds and move something ahead. 
It is always possible that the Holman I s land planning phase could start earlier 
than next year. It would have to be at the expense of another project, but 
that is a possibility that I will certainly keep my eyes open for . I guess 
that that is all I can assure the Member, that in the living process of this 
capital planning throughout the year, I will be vigilant to see if there is 
a way that we can move this project forward. It may be that another project 
has to be delayed for so me reason, and if so, I will certainly hope to get 
this one moving, because I realize that the people of that community are 
anxious to get on with it. I have noticed that attendance has improved in 
the school this year, and I was impre ssed with the active local education 
authority that is in that community. I guess that that is about all I can 
promise, that I will see what I can do in the capital outlook process . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Pudluk. 

New School For Resolute Bay 

MR. PUDLUK : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have j~st one question . Do you have 
any early plans for Resolute Bay to build a new school, I mean a whole 
replacement? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra ser): Mr. Minister . 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, there is a plan 
for replacing the Resolute Bay school. I might say that one thing we are 
doing this year currently is studying the feasibility of taking advantage of 
the water treatment plant building in Re so lute Bay and using that structure 
which we know is not being used as a water treatment plant -- using that 
structure as a basis for a new school. We are studying that this year and 
if that does not appear to be feasible, we just do not know at this point -­
the Department of Public Works is doing a study for us -- if that does not 
appear to be feasible, then we have budgeted , in 1983-84, $200,000 to plan 
a brand new school and two million dollars in the following year to build 
it. So either by converting the existing structure that is not being used, 
which is a brand new building, or if that is not feasible, planning a new 
school in 1983-84, your constituents will have a new school. I recognize 
that school is very inefficient in terms of heat and is also poorly located 
because of the polar bear problem. So we are moving to do something about 
that. Thank you . 

Detail Of Capital, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Minister. Detail of capital, $15,727,000 . 
Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 
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Total O And M, Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Pag e 17 . 01, total O and M, $62,92 1 ,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): We would thank the witnesses. Have you a final comment, 
Mr. Patterson? 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes. Just very briefly , Mr. Chairman, this was a 
matter raised yesterday by Mr. Sibbeston and I will just give the answer for 
the record. I am sorry he i s not here. I did check into his co ncern about 
no st udent s from his area being in Thebacha College an d I am pleased to report 
that in fact there hav e been 10 students from his constituency at Thebacha 
College beginning this fall. There were five from Fort Simpson, one from 
Nahanni Butte, one from Jean Marie River and three from Wrigley. So although 
we ne ed to go further, it i s not true that there are no st udents from his 
area at the college. Thank yo u. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Minister. We would like to thank you 
and the deputy minister, Mr. Mulders. 

---Applause 

Dep art ment Of Justice And Public Services 

I would advise the committee that the next department is the Department of 
Justice and Public Services . Mr. Braden, any opening remarks? Page 9.01. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It is my plea sure to present 
the budget estimates of the Department of Justice and Public Services for the 
co ns ideration of this House. As Members are aware, the department' s functions 
can be broadly divided into two categories. The first category is justice, 
under which severa l functions relating to the administration of justice in 
the Northwe st Territories fall. The se include such functions as court services, 
legal aid, our legal division, and the legi s lative division. 

The seco nd category i s public services, into which fall a number of varied 
functions such as safety and occupational health, mine safety, museums 
division, motor vehicles and consumers division. Since my appointment and 
over the present fi sca l year, the justice-type functions have been enhanced 
within the department. In keeping with this, changes have been made in the 
se nior management of the department. The Department of Justice and Public 
Services is regarded as a serv ice department and there is no doubt that its 
primary function i s to carry out and to provide services to the residents of 
the government, the Legislature and the residents of the Northwest Territories . 
In view of this, however, like other service departments, it does not always 
receive the same priority in allocation of funding as do program departments 
such as Economic Developm ent, Education and so forth. 

Yet, Mr . Chairman, the enhancement of activity in the program departments or 
other areas of the government ha s a dir ect impact on the services to be provided 
by the Dep artment of Justice an d Public Services. Program activity generates 
it s complement of legislative and regulatory activity which has to be 
produced from within the department. It is therefore important that 
corresponding increases be allocated to a department such as Justice and Public 
Services so that it can meet the needs of the government, the Legislative 
Assembly and residents of the Northwe st Territories. 
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The budget that has been presented to you does, in my opinion, reflect the 
direction given by the Legi s l at i ve Assembly a nd i s in keeping to the extent 
po ss i b l e with government priorit i es. Th e additiona l person years allocated 
to the depar tment have been pl aced in areas that have been given high 
priority wit hin the department s uch as constit utional dev e l opment, l eg i s l at iv e 
draft in g, industrial safety, co urt services and motor veh icl es division. I am 
hopeful that with in creased efficiency in the department and t he impact of 
additiona l person years, it wi ll be poss ibl e to meet the grow i ng deman ds of 
the re s id ents of the Northwe st Territor i es for se rvice s be in g provided by 
th i s department . 

Achievements And Projection s 

Befor e I in vi te you to consider the budget of my departm e nt in deta il , I 
would li ke to mentio n so me of the sign ific a nt events t hat have occ urred over 
the c urrent f i sca l year. In June 1 981, the department rece i ved t he transfer 
of t he mine sa fety function from the federa l government . As Members know, 
mining is a very imp ortant industry in t he Northwest Territorie s . It i s 
therefore equally important that the workers that thi s major indu stry employs 
are given t he protect ion t hat they are ent itl ed to through enforcement of 
mining safety law s a nd rules. My departme nt official s have been working with 
representat iv es of t he mining indu stry and union s in develop in g suggested 
le gis l at i on to meet the needs of this industry a nd i ts emp l oyees. 

In October l ast year, a territorial co nf ere nce of ju s tices of t he peace of 
the Northwest Terr ito r i es was he ld in Yellowknife. Du ring the confere nce 
considerab le time was devoted to training of JPs. A co nf erence for territorial 
coro ners was he ld imm ed i ate l y after t he JPs conference in Hay River . Ju st ice 
of the peace training will conti nu e to be a priority within the department 
a nd i t i s proposed to in crease the numb er of tfa inin g sess i ons for JP s. 

My department i s also involved in in creas in g public inform a tion in respect 
of all areas for which the dep artme nt provides services. In the very ne ar 
future there will be new inf ormation mad e available to the public on co mp ensat ion 
for victims of crime, l abo ur sta ndard s, serv i ces ava il ab l e to persons who 
find themselves in trouble with the l aw, rights und er family l aw, maintenance 
en for ceme nt and the public trustee. I believe that residents of the Northwe s t 
Territo r i es will find t hi s public info rmatio n material ve r y usefu l. 

With these opening remarks, Mr . Chairman, I invit e Members to deliberate on 
the Departme nt of Ju stice and Public Services and I would request at thi s time 
that I hav e the permission of this committee to bring in my deputy min i ster, 
Mr. Stien Lal. Thank yo u. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fra se r): Thank you, Mr. Braden. Will the committee agree that 
we bring in the dep uty mini s t er for Justice and Public Serv i ces? Agr eed? 

SO ME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fra s er): Thank you. Than k y ou, Mr. Stien Lal , as dep uty mini ster. 
Mr . Braden, it i s the practice of the Hou se, when yo u are dea ling with th e 
budget, to open the floor for general comments on the complete budget so we 
ca nnot split it in two right now. We will deal with it page by page . So we 
are open now for general comments on the budg et of Justice a nd Public Serv i ces. 
Any co mm e nts? Does th e committee wi s h to go to deta il, page by page ? Agreed? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agre ed 
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Total O And M, Directorate, A_g__~ -~~ 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Page 9.02, directnrate, total O and M, in the amount 
of $500,000. Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

Tota l O And M, Legal Division 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Page 9.03, legal division, total O and M, in the 
amount of $772,000. Mr. Kilabuk. 

MR. KILABUK: (Trans l ation) On page 9.02. Mr. Chairman, this is concerning 
my constituency and I am going to be asking a question on it. When the judges 
were in Pangnirtung, we were discussing the RCMP and we told them that we 
had too few. Now they know that two RCMP in Pangnirtung are not enough 
because of the crime. If t he ham l et counci l requested money from Justice and 
Public Serv i ces, wou l d you a l locate some money to the board so that they can 
get a special constable? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Min i ster. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you very much, Mr. Cha i rma n . I ca n provide a bit 
of an answer to that question at this time and I wou l d encourage t he Member 
to raise it again when we get to t he police services section of the budget, 
but we have with the RCMP what we ca ll a specia l constab l e program. There 
are vacancies in that program, in the number of positions that are allocated 
for that program now, so I think that I would be prepared to in i tiate on 
beha l f of the Member di scuss i ons with the RCMP for the purposes of al l ocat i ng 
a nat i ve constab l e position to his commun i ty. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr . Mi nister. Page 9.03, lega l division . 
Mr. Noah. 

_f".1~Q_~j_~_ By-Law Enforceme nt Off i cer-s 

MR. NOAH: (Trans l at i on) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am go i ng to ask the 
Minister of J ust i ce a nd Pub l ic Serv i ces a quest i on concerning the by -l aw 
officers who are working for the hamlet cou nci l s. Do t hey have t he same 
respons i bilities as the RCMP or are they on l y do i ng the by -l aws? I am goi~g to 
exp l a i n it some more. This fa ll t here was some cr im e i n Baker Lake a nd the RCMP 
and the spec i a l co nstab l e appo i nted the two by-law off i cers to he l o the RCMP. 
We know that the RCMP wear bu ll et - proof vests a nd t he by- l aw officers do not 
have these protective vests . I f somebo dy shoots at yo u , you get s hot since 
t hey are not weari ng bu l let-proof vests . Can the RCMP appo i nt by -l aw officers 
to he l p them i n their work? Do you have a ny regu l ations or ordinances say i ng 
anything to t hat effect? 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Min i ster. 

HON. GEORGE BRA DEN: Tha nk yo u , Mr. Cha i rma n . Mu ni cipal by- l aw e nforceme nt 
off i cers are not genera ll y defi ned un der the crim i na l code as peace off i cers 
and therefore t hey do not carry t he ki nd of aut hor i ty a nd respons i bil ity 
th at peace off i cers or members of the RCMP carry . The i r author i ty and the i r 
respons i bi li ty i s obtai ned from t he muni c i pa l cou nc il and they are charged 
with enforcing by- l aws of the munic i pa l cou nci l . Now, a l l that sa i d a nd wi th 
respect to th e partic ul ar s i tuat i o n t hat my co ll eag ue has noted, RCMP or peace 
off i cers have the a uthority to obtai n t he assistance of by- l aw off i cers in a 
s i t uation where t hat ass i sta nce i s deeme d necessary or requ i red to enforce 
the l aw. Now, i n the part i cular case that has been referred to, I wo ul d assume 
t hat i f i t was of s uc h magn i tu de t hat bull et-proof vests were req ui red to e nforce 
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the law , it would fall upon the RCMP to provide that kind of equipment to the 
by-law officers who they ask to assist them in conducting their work. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser}: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Noah. 

Special Equipment For By-Law Officers 

MR . NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I under sta nd what you sa id, 
but the RCMP are working for the federal government . They are employees of 
the federal government and the by-law officers are working for the haml et 
councils. They are appointed by the hamlet councils and they only have 
responsibilities within the boundaries of the settlement. Their salary comes 
from the hamlet council and they are not being paid by the government. I 
was just wondering and I wanted to know if the RCMP cou ld appoint by-law 
officers s ince they are not going to be paying for their sa lary or if there 
i s a dangerous job that they have got to do. I thought it was not right and 
if they are not going to be lending them vests or equipment, and give them 
some kind of insurance, to make sure that they are going to be all right, I 
think that they should just l eave the by-law officers alone. The RCMP are 
working for the federal government and the by-law officers look after by-laws 
like dog s and traffic, but these little things are their responsibility, a nd 
if somebody i s going to be doing any shooting, I do not think the by-law 
officers s hould take over the responsibility. If the by-law officers are 
going to be appointed by the RCMP, I think their salaries sho uld be paid by 
the RCMP and they should have equipment. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank yo u, Mr. Noah. Mr . Minister. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In response to the Member ' s 
question, the RCMP do not have the authority t~ appoint by-law officers. 
However, as I indicated prev i ously, in times of an emergency the RCMP can call 
upon the services of the municipal police force to assist them in carrying out 
their duties and responsibilities. With respect to the equipment, I believe 
that it would be incumbent upon the RCMP to provide, as I sai d, Mr. Chairman, 
the special type of equipment that the Member has referred to. I will certainly 
bring this to the attention of the commanding officer here in Yellowknife to 
ensure that if in the future, such a situation arises, that an unnece ssary 
burden or danger, which as the case may be in this example, is not put upon 
municipal by-law enforcement officers. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Noah. 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Quite a while ago there 
was a case of a by-law officer not very pleased because of the dangerous 
situation. He did not know what was going on, I found out l ater when people 
started to tell me about it. If that is going to occur again, the by- l aw 
officers s hould be supplied with bullet-proof vests and some kind of insurance 
because they are not trained to handle these kinds of situations. They have 
been trained a little bit but they do not have these kinds of responsibilities. 
Later on the RCMP came in to assist -in the settlement. These by-law officers 
were requested to help the RCMP and they were not supplied with the vests or 
any other equipment. They did not give them any guns or anything and it is 
quite a concern when you start thinking about it. I do not want to see it 
happen again. To me personally, I was sleeping at that time but thinking about 
it again, it became a concern. Th ank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Mr. Minister, no question there. Legal division, in 
the amount of $772,000. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Ms Cournoyea. 
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RCMP Interpretation Of The Law 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr . Chairman, there have been some instances in the northwestern 
Arct i c about the interpretation of the law. For examp l e, the RCMP in themselves 
would take legislation from the NWT government system and the legislation is 
there but it appears from time to time that their interpretation of the law 
is different than what I understand or what I get from the Legislative Assembly. 
For examp l e, for the changes that were recently made in boot l egging or 
avai l ab i lity of peace off i cers to go and search and be ab l e to pick up evidence 
on bootlegging charges, the one area that was unclear and perhaps you can 
clarify, is the RCMP in Inuvik made the sort of internal ru l ing that an owner 
of an airplane service could actually go to the l i quor store and could pick 
up a load of liquor, put it in his p l ane and de l iver it to a comm unity and 
the RCMP felt that they cou l d not do anything about that. I suggested to them 
that they ca l l the lega l division and ask for that interpretation. I am 
wondering if you could clarify what the process is, if there is a law, and it 
is a territorial law, who is responsible for interpretation of the law and 
why would there be that particu l ar discrepancy in that interpretation at that 
time. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Mr . Minister. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The lega l division here that 
we are considering now provides l egal advice to the Government of the Northwest 
Territories and to the Legislature as required. In the case of the RCMP, they 
receive almost a ll of their l egal advice through the federa l crown attorney ' s 
office, and in this case it is here in Ye l lowknife. From time to t i me they 
do get l ega l counsel from the Attorney Genera l of Canada's office or through 
the Solicitor General ' s office in Ottawa. Now, because of our constitutional 
position in this area where we do not have authority over prosecutions, our 
l egal service i s not in a position where it can provide l ega l advice to the 
Roya l Canadian Mounted Po l ice. Now, in a province situation it wou l d be that 
lawyers in the attorney general ' s office wou l d provide this advice and assistance 
in interpretation to provincia l po li ce forces. 

Now, in respect tr the particu l ar examp l e that you have brought up, I cou l d 
say gene1·a l ly and then I wi ll ask my sen i or l ega l counse l to comment a bit, 
but it may have been in this case that the RCMP were advised that they just 
did not have sufficient evidence to prove that a crime was going to be 
committed or had been committed . Mr. Chairman, I wou l d ask my deputy minister 
to just comment further to Ms Cournoyea ' s point. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. La l . 

Proving An Offence Was Committed 

MR. LAL: Thank yo u , Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, the honourable Member had 
raised this matter with me and I had discussed it wit h the RCMP in Yel l owknife 
and wa~ given to understand that there was difficu l ty with obtaining the 
necessary proof required to conv i ct the persons involved in this matter. As 
Members wi ll appreciate, in a criminal case one has to prove that the offence 
was committed beyond reasonab l e doubt and in order to do that it i s essentia l 
to have reasonab l y good evidence to base your case on . The po li ce, in this 
particu l ar case that the Member is referring to, felt that the way the 
transact i on was designed it would not be possible for them to prove the case 
beyond reasonab l e doubt. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Lal. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Chairman, away from the case and in the interpretation of 
the law as it present l y is, can an airp l ane owner-operator go to a liquor 
store by himself, pick up a pl ane load of liquor and de l iver it to a community 
and pass it on? Is that within the l aw for him to do that? 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Mr . Minister . 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN : Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I will hav e my deputy re s pond 
to that. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Mr. Lal. 

MR. LAL : Thank you , Mr . Chairman . Liquor in the Northwe s t Territories , 
Mr. Chairman, can only be sold through the authorized outlet s. However, where 
the pilot of an aircraft is acting merely as a conduit to carry the liquor as 
a common carrier for a party he does not commit any offence. He will commit 
an offence if he carries the liquor, having purchased it from the liquor s tore , 
and then resells it to an outside party . That was the kind of difficulty 
that the police were involved in in the ca s e that Ms Cournoyea referred to 
earlier on. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser) : Thank you very much , Mr. Lal. The hour now being 
6:00 o'clock , I will rise and report progres s . 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Fraser. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILL l-82(1 ), APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE, 
1982-83 

MR . FRASER: Mr . Speaker, your committee has been considering Bill l-82(1) and 
wishes to report progress . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Fraser. Are there any announcements from the 
floor? Mr. Noah. 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaket. Tomorrow at 
Heritage Centre there will be a display of my sketches. I am 
are the worst type of sketches I have ever made, but they are 
displaying them at the Northern Heritage Centre. I think the 
have been bought by the American citizens and the Canadians. 
to be showing the worst part of my drawings and I am a little 
am embarrassed for the residents of Yellowknife and the MLAs , 
be helped. Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

the Northern 
sorry that those 
going to be 
better ones 
They are going 
embarrassed . I 
but that cannot 

MR . SPEAKER : Thank you, Mr. Noah. Are there any further announcements from 
the floor? Mr. Clerk, the announcements and orders of the day, please. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Remnant): Announcements for Thursday , February 18th. 
There will be a meeting of the CPA branch executive committee in room 301 . 
That is a change from the previous location. It is room 301 at 10:30 a.m. 
There will also be a meeting of the standing committee on finance in Katimavik A 
at 10:30 a.m. 

ITEM NO . 14: ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Orders of the day, l :00 p.m., Thursday, February 18, 1982. 

l . Prayer 

2. Replies to Commissioner's Address 

3 . Oral Questions 

4 . Questions and Returns 

5. Petitions 

6. Tabling of Documents 
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7. Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

8. Notices of Motion 

9. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills 

10. Motions 

11 . Introduction of Bi l l s for First Reading 

12. Second Reading of Bil l s 

13. Cons i deration i n Committee of the Whole of Bills, Recommendations to 
the Legis l ature and Other Matters : Matters Re l ating to the Native 
Women's Association of the Northwest Territories; Bill 1- 82(1); 
13th Report of the Standing Committee on Finance 

14 . Orders of the Day 

MR. SPEAKER: This House stands adjourned until 1 :00 p.m., February 18, 1982. 

---ADJOURNMENT 
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