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THE ALABKA SRPORTSMAN.

Including Iron Dogs and Sted Dogs

Say Goodbye

"o recentiy watcned a TV prograin
entitled  "Sav  Guodbye.”  an in<eptn
report on the phght ot varous animals
which wra facing extingtion at the hand of

man. it Gbviously  was  propaganda
intandad (o kindle the fues  for
cansaivation and that's fine

“But the part covenng polar bear
hunting wgs pretty teroble. The hunt was
stagua by helicopiar. Whaen the big bear
was sighted, tha helicopter flew low so
that the dowao-draft terrified the bear—ne
Dlunged desperately into the water and
out onto the fioes ume and again, this
veay and voi, douking distraught, not
knowing what he was doing. The
halicopter landed and hunter with guide
shot the bear Thie piciure then siowed
tw bear falally wounded and struggling
in disuess,

“As it this were not enough, tne

picture then repested the performance, .

this Lima with @ huge mother bear with
two beautiful cubs. They snot her and
snowed o close-up of her head in dying
sgony while the cubs at @ hiitle distance
looked on wisifuily, not krnowing wnat it
was all about and giving the impression
thdt they ware 1aft to their tate,

“Thete was the dehnite imprassion
and certainty that  this  particulor
coid-blooded slaughter  was  staged
purposely for publicity and propagands. |
gm sure the Aiasky game laws sre
dosigried 10 prevent any such situation
and destrucuion in such a manner.””’

Richard Bullock
Fiichburg, Massaciwselts

Mr. Builock's letter was one of mony
recewved by ALASKA commenting on the
pular pear scenos i “Say Goodhye'’
which was nationally televised by NBC in
the southern 48 states 0 early January
and in Alaska several weeks iater. Alaska’s
Governor Wilham A, Egan and the Alaska
Daparirnant - of Fisiv and Gome  also
received more then 100 letlers about the
polar bear seenes in "Say Goodbye.”

Alaskans werg amaozed 1o heor about
the polar bear scene because Alaska’s
g1me reguiations prohibit taking gume

“by the usa of helicupter or rotorarafy, in
any manner, including the transportation
of game, hunlers, or hunting gear.”
Farther, polar bear requlations have lung
prohipited the taking of cubs or females
accompanied by cubs.

At dirst word, game officiats decided
the iflegal helicopter hunt for illegal polar
bears must have iaken place somewhere
oiher than in Algska. The Oepartmant of
Fish angd Game then obtained a copy of
the film irom NBC and the mystery was
solved. )

16 ALASKA/meanzina ot o on e lest frontior - APRIL 1971

'
,
b '
! }
i ' .
[ :
e’
v e
~r
N ) . .
4 ! . '
ved w
' .
, -
N '

P

Ataskus Oopt. of Fish & Game

The pitifid and brutal palar bear
scones were targeiy ihe result of clever
editing and odditiony W the sound tack.

.22 Miller, an employae of the Garne
Division of the Alaska Departiment, had
provided the producar of “'Say Goodbye”
sorne film of his work in captuang ang
marking polar bears for scientific study.
Hehicoptars  and  tranquihizer dart guns
were usetd 10 capture the wild bears
Muier's film showed a wranquilized sow
bear waeaving hee nead up ond down, o5
sucih bears somenimes do {'a closeup of
her  head i dying  agony' in o M,

Bullock's letier), Miller's Lilin 3isn showed -
the two cubs referced toin Mr. Bullock’s

leticr. Miiler, of cowse, fastened tags to
the aamobilized bear, and removed &
tootn so he could ceirrmine its age. He
Mieasured hor, and weigned hee in o sling
litted by the helicopter. He toak o milk
saple, injecied  dye anto her blood,
fustened & coliar around her neck, and
pointed a large aumboer on her side. He
also cavorted with the two cubs.

Thoese scenes, of course, ware not seen
in “*Say Goodoye."’

One polar bear scene that appearad in
"Sey Goudbye' was apparently a genuine
fiunting event—except that in sequence it
appeared  imnedanely  after the aerial
photos taken trom o helicopter of @
frantically fleaing bear, While the hunter
was shoating, the sound track carried ti
swishing noise of o slowing helicopier
rolnr, giving the impression that the
hunter and guide had just stepped from
the machine.

TDAR 14 7
Takesd en /chw 90,1973
by winly Febraary ! Boyd Sk
ADCHOIYR, Wi 1eponied 1o b ol
o fde surt aganst NEC, nardaor By
MeKuen, and others (he and Otheas da so
nomid-February Just efore paiee )
respansibie 10r production o the tium. He
sanel that part of the polar beur foutin
was some that he touk during A poler bear
hunt at Point Hope in 1964 D1 Skt
claims s legiumate hunting Hitm - was
NENISPRrSEd WIth Algura Dehar i ol
Fich and Game fitm an such a way that i
gave the wpression that a helicopter was
used s chisg down and WBoot oo ther
potar bear in tront of har two cubs
According 10 Dr, Skalke ha lasned e
film ta a local photographer 1or tepan,

and  suddenly il appeared  on e
widaly-publicized “Say Goodbye '
The sound  Uak  sounds  hke il

included pitdal tnoans from both ot il
brars=the one that wos gctually shot, antl
the tranquibized arimai. Wint souneieu 1o
us hika two ritle shots wer on the sGuond
track with the genuine nunLing scent, isn
ong on the track just prior to the clowp
scene of the head-weaving, uanqu.mucl
50W,

Thare was  vetwally 00 nareabon
duning the polar bear scencs, although o
the beginnug uf the Hiim, the nanroiur,
who, accoraing to the credits, vt nud
chKucn, st 1that the film to 1ollow was

“beautiful and tuc " and Ubeautidul ang
blooudy."

Alaska's legislators, in session at e
tirne,-viewed the Bilin, as did membaoers of
Alaska’s Atorney General's staff. Careiut
study of the filin, along with LLee Miiloi's
film, quickly revealed that not all was s
it appeared 10 be sithough it was also
apparent that no gama fujllh\lm\f- nicl
been broken.

The overali massage of  “Say
Goadby™ was  odmirable. 1t sbowed
some specws of wildlite that are truly
endangered and i same Cases it explained
why. 1 showed othar species that are not
in danger, without saying ac much,
unnlying that they 100 were endangered
by tan. It did not show species of
widdife that have buenefuad trom the
changas man has made in the
environmient, of which there s o guod
number

The 1ise of film taken during scieniinie,
conseevation-guienied work, and il
1aken during a legal hunt, 10 produce a
disioried picture of polar bear hunung
was uniair, unathicai, and unnecessiry.

- Deputy Commissioner Ben Fhilliker, of
Alaska's Departmen: of Fish and Gama
cammentea:

“There was no nieed (o portray this
inessdge with  the obviously  misleaching
portions o1 ‘Say Goodbye.” The siory of
our cnviromnantal  decling  and  vor
probleros with andacgeeed . wildhls s
strong enough without the use of filka
editing, splicing. and other tachmiques.™

Jim Rearden




