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Including Iron D o g s  a n d  S led D o g s

S a y  G o o d b y e
"J reccnily  watched a TV program 

emitted  " S a y  G o o d b y e . "  an -in-depth 
report on the plight ot var.ou.  animals 
which am  facing extinction .it «lie hand of 
m an  It obviously was propaganda  
i n t e n d e d  to kmdlc the fi res  for 
consoivation a n d  that's fine

" B u t  the p a n  covering poiai  bear 
hunting was pretty  tenib le.  The hunt was 
staged by helicopter. When the big bear 
was sighted, the helicopter flew l o w  so 
that the down-draft terrified the b e a r - n o  
plunged desperately into the water  and 
out on to  the fiocs time and again ,  ties 
way and tn.it, louking distraught,  not 
knowing whai  lie was doing. The 
helicopter landed and hunter with guide 
snot the bear The picture then showed 
tlui bear  fa u l ty  wounded and struggling 
in d isuess .

" A s  if this were nut enough, m e 
picture then repeated  the pot f o r m a n t e , , 
this timo witn a huge mother boar with 
two beautiful  cubs. They sr.oi her and 
snowed a c lose  up o f  her head in dying 
agony vzliile the  cubs  at a little distance 
looked on wisituily , not kr,owing wnat it 
was all about and giving the impression  
that they were left to their fate.

"T im ie  w as  the def inite impression  
a n d  c e r t a i n t y  that this particular 
c o l d - b l o o d e d  s lau gh ic  was staged 
purposely  for publ icity and propaganda,  l 
am sure tho Alaska game Jaws aro 
designed to prevent any such situation  
and destruct ion  in such a m an ner ."

R i c h a r d  B u l l o c k  
F I tchburg , iVlassachusef ts

Mr. Builor.k's letter  was one o f  m any 
received by A L A S K A  com menting  on the 
pu Jar near scenes m " S a y  G o o d b y e "  
which was nationally televised b y  NBC in 
the southern Л8 stater, in early January  
and in Alaska several weeks later. Ala ska's  
Governor William A. Egan and the  Alaska 
Department o f  F ish and G a m e  also  
received more than TOO letters a b o u t  tho 
polar bear scenes  in " S a y  G o o d b y e . ”

Alaskans were amazed to hear about  
the polar bear  scone because Alaska's  
game regulations prohibit  taking game 
"b y  the use o f  helicopter or r o t o r a a f i ,  in 
any manner, including the transportation 
of game, huntois , or  hunting ge ar ."  
Further , polar bear legulotions have lung 
prohibited the  taking of cubs  o r  females 
accom panied  by cubs.

At first vzord, gam e officials  doc.ded 
the illégal helicopter hunt for illegal polar 
beats  must have lokqp place somewhere  
other than in Ala ska . 'T he  Deportment or 
Fish and G a m e  then obtained a  copy  of 
the film from  NBC and the mystery  w as  
solved.
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The pitiful a nd  brutal polar boar 
scones were Lirgoly the result of  clever 
editing and u d d ipo n s  to the sou n d  u a c k .

Leo Miller, an em ployee  o f  the G a m e  
Division o f  tho Alaska  Department,  had 
provided the  producer  of " S a y  G o o d b y e "  
some film o f  his w o r k  in capturing and 
marking po lar  bears  for scientific s tudy.  
Helicopters and iranquili /er dart guns 
were user! to capture  the wild bears  
Miller's film showed a tranquili/ed sovz 
bear weaving hoi nead up an d  d o w n , as 
such bears som et im es  cio ( " a  c loseup  of 
her head in dyin g a g o n y "  in Mi. 
Bu l lock ’s letter). Miller's film also  showed 
the two c u b s  le fe n e d  to in Mr. Bullock's  
lottra. Miiler, of couise ,  fastened togs to 
tho .mmobilized beat, and removed a 
m o m  so h e  could  determine its age. Ho 
iVieasurcd her, and  weigned her in a sling 
littorl by the helicopter. Ho took a milk 
sample ,  injected dye  into her b lood ,  
fastened a  collar a m e n a  her neck, and 
pointed a largo number on hor side. He 
also cavorted with the two cubs.

These scenes, o f  course,  wore not scon 
m " S a y  G o o d b y e . "

One pola r  beai scene that appeared  in 
" S a y  G o o d b y e "  w as  apparently  a genuine 
hunting e v o n t -e v c o p t  that in sequence  it 
appeared immediately  after tho aerial 
ph otos  taken b o n i  a helic.optci o f  a 
frantically fleeing bear. While the hunter 
was shooting,  tho sound track carried the 
swishing noise o f  a slowing helicoptei 
rotor,  giving the impression  that tho 
hunter an d  guide had just s tepped from 
tho machine.
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lu uaily  lY b iu . i iy .' ü i . Boyd  Sin-;. 
A n choiaye .  w... u jp o n e d  to be pia.iu.ii.j 
to file Mid against NI-JC. n an ato i  B.'.ij 
MoKuen, and otheis  (ho and oilx.-is i Iki so 
in miri-Fi’biU.iry jusl u e ln i f  |.i •<■,-. m i* : )  
responsib le  lor production 01 the hun. no 
said that part o f  the polar bear foot ago 
w as  some that he  louk during a polar bear 
hunt  si Point Hope in 1 9 M  l > .  Ska io  
cla ims his legitimate hunting film war. 
interspersed w on  /и«с,ка Dcpat(m un i of 
F ish and Game film in such a way that n 
gave the impression  that a held.opter was 
used lu chase dow n arid shoot  a mothui 
po lar  bear m Iront of hor two cubs

According to Dr. Skillu ho loaned the 
film to n local photographer lor ropan, 
a n d  suddenly d appeared  on tho 
widely-publicized "S a y  G o o d b y e . ”

The sound Hack soun ds  like n 
included pitiful moans from both o t  ihn 
b e a r s - t h e  one that was actual ly  shot ,  and 
the uanquil i /ed  animal Wnat sounriuu ю  
us  like two rifle shots  wore on  the sound 
track with tho genuine huntin g scene, and 
o n e  on tho track just p o o r  to the i.iosenp 
scone of the head-weaving, tranquih/od 
sow.

There war. vnfually n o  narraii.m 
during tho polar bear scenes, a lthough ui 
the beginning of  tho film, the n.n r0 ;ur, 
w h o ,  according to the credits , w.v. Bud.. 
M cKuen, smd that the film to fo l low was' 
"b e a u i i iu i  and bu r  "  and "b e a u t i fu l  and 
b lo o d y . "

A la sk a ’s legislator:;, m session at tin: 
time,  viewed the film, as did  m em bers  nf 
A la s k a ’s A ttorney  General 's  staff Giroiiil 
s tu d y  of  tho film, along with Loo Millet Y. 
film, quickly  revealed that not  all w as  as 
it appeared  io  be a lthough it w a s  also 
apparen t  that n o  game regulations  nad 
been  broken.

T h e  o v e r a l l  m e s s a g e  of  "S ay  
G o o d b y e "  war. admirable.  If showed  
so m e  species o f  wildlife that aro truly 
endangered  and in some cases  it expla ined 
w hy .  I; showed olh.tr specie s that are  not 
in danger, without saying as much,  
implying that they to o  worn endangered 
b y  man. It d id  not show specie s ot  
wild li fe that have b e n e fu od  f ro m  thu 
c h a n g e s  m a n  h a s  i n n  (Jo in iho 
environment,  nl which there is a good 
number

The u s e n t  film taken during scientitic.  
conservahon-oru;nteu w o r k ,  an d  film 
taken during a  legal hunt, to p io d u ce  a 
d istorted  picture of polar beat hunting 
w as  unfair , unothicai, and un  necessary.

Deputy  Commiss ioner Ben  Hil l iker .n f 
A la s k a ’s Department of F ish and Gamn 
com m en ted .

"T here  was no need to portray this 
message  with the obviously  rnisleadiriij 
port ions  oi "Say G o o d b y e . ’ The story o f  
our  environmental decline an d  our  
p iob lom s with eiHlar.qeiod wildlife is 
strong enough without (lie use o f  film 
editing, splicing, and other techniques "

Jim Reardon
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