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INUVIK, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12, 7982 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Ar l ooktoo, Hon. Tom Butters, Mr. Cur l ey, Ms Cournoyea, Mr. Eva l uarjuk, 
Mr. Fras er, Mr. Ki l abuk, Hon. Arno l d Mcca l l um, Mr. �acQuarrie, Mr. Noah, 
Hon. Dennis Patters on, Mr. Pud l uk, Mr. Sayine, Mr. Sibbeston, Mrs . Sorens en, 
Hon. Don Stewart, Hon. Kane To l oganak, Hon. James Wah-Shee 

SP EAKE R  (Hon. Don Stewart): Canon Buck l e, the prayer, p l eas e. 

ITEM NO. l :  PRAYE R  

CANON BUCKLE: Let us pray. A l mighty God, from Whom cometh a l l wi�dum and 
power, we, the Legis l ative Ass emb l y of the Northwes t Territories in ses s ion 
as semb l ed, humb l y beseech Thy b l es s ing on our del iberations to the end that 
ins pired by Thy divine wisdom and setting as ide al7 �rejudices, private interests 
and partia l affections we may work to the bAr.efit, we l fare and happines s of the 
peop l e  and to Thy g l ory. Amen. 

M R. SPEAKER: Mr. C l erk, wi l l you as certain if the Commis s ioner is ready to 
addres s the Hous e, p l ease? 

ITEM NO. 2: COMMISSIONE R'S ADD RESS 

COMMISSION ER PARKER: P l eas e be seated. Mr. Speaker, Members of the Legis l ative 
Ass emb l y, I am p l eased to we l come you to the eighth s es s ion of the Ninth 
As s embl y. I know that you join with me in expressing appreciation to the peop l e  
of Inuvik for making us fee l we l come, and to the s choo l authorities for a l l owing 
us to s hare their facil ities. I trust that the opportunity which this session 
wi l l provide for the students and many peop l e of the De l ta to see their 
Legis l ature in action wi l l be a va l uab l e  one. The l as t  l egis l ative s es s ion to 
be held in Inuvik was in October of 1973. At that time, it seemed to many 
peop l e  that Inuvik and the Mackenzie Del ta were on the thres ho l d  of hydrocarbon 
deve l opment of a s ca l e  unprecedented in the North. The intervening nine years 
have brought periods of intense activity, separated by a time of s l ow down. 
Today this region is again in the mids t of major oi l and gas activities , with 
the Beaufort Sea deve l opments ass uming megaproject status . 

Res ource Deve l opment 

With the present depres sed state of the Canadian economy and the cancel l ation 
or pos tponement of key energy projects in other parts of Canada, Canadian eyes 
are s hifting north again -- particu l ar l y to the Beaufort Sea and Norman We l l s . 
Southern attention is focus s ing on the North's energy res ources as one of the 
means of reaching energy s e l f-s ufficiency and, of l ate, to provide a partia l 
so l ution to Canada's unempl oyment prob l ems . Faced with this nationa l 
pers pective, it is cruci� l that this Ass emb l y and the government take concerted 
action to ensure that the communities and peop l e of the Northwes t Territories 
are better ab l e  to meet the impacts of non-renewab l e  res ource deve l opment. To 
this end, the Executive Committee has approved impact funding for Norman We l l s  
of $5 5 4,000 for 1982-8 3 which, in conjunction with the haml et, wi l l be us ed to 
open up residentia l and indus tria l l ots in the community. As we l l ,  funds have 
been a l l ocated s o  that a new community p l an can be prepared which wi l l take 
account of the expected growth of Norman We l l s  over the next severa l years . 



- 2 -

Tuktoyaktuk has some serious problems as a result of resource development 
activities in the Beaufort Sea. Some of these problems have already been 
addressed within our normal capital planning process. This year we are 
spending almost $2. 5 million on water and sanitation projects, and a further 
one million dollars will be budgeted next year to complete the work. In 
addition, the Executive Committee is considering proposals for impact funding 
for a number of capital projects to be carried out in Tuktoyaktuk this year 
and in 1983, totalling $2.6 million. Included in these projects are the 
completion of the existing arena, and the construction of a new community hall, 
as well as major upgrading of the hamlet's roads. These projects are directly 
related to, and will greatly assist the community in realizinq the objectives 
being articulated by the hamlet through a community development plan currently 
under way. 

It is also imperative that the North receive meaningful and equitable benefits 
from resource developments which occur in the Territories. In order to meet 
this goal, and also to promote greater northern control over the initiatives 
and actions of resource developers, the Executive Committee has approved a 
new resource development policy. The Minister of Energy, the Hon. Richard Nerysoo, 
will be addressing you on this and other resource development matters during 
this session. 

Constitutional Development 

As all Members are well aware, the plebiscite on division of the Northwest 
Territories was conducted on April 1 4. I am certain that the people of the 
Northwest Territories and the Government of Canada will be viewing with close 
attention the deliberations of this House on the response to the plebiscite, 
and the further actions and directions which will flow from those discussions. 

In respect to constitutional change at the national level, the long and historic 
process of patriation of Canada's constitution was completed on April 17 in 
Ottawa. The Hon. George Braden, Leader of the Elected Executive, and I were 
honoured to represent the people of the Northwest Territories at the ceremonies 
when Her Majesty the Queen of Canada signed the Constitution Proclamation. 
For the people of the North, the new constitution -- especially with its 
recognition of aboriginal rights -- holds out hope for the enhancement of 
aboriginal cultures, and for the increased participation of aboriginal peoples 
in the continuing process of Canadian confederation. The challenge now remains 
for this Assembly to press its case at the next constitutional conference for 
the further definition and enhancement of aboriginal rights, and for the 
amendment of the constitutional provisions affecting the territorial integrity 
and the future constitutional develop1,;ent of the Northwest Territories. 

Native Language Education 

Modification of our system of education in the North to make it more meaningful 
to all residents has been a high priority of this House. Since the tabling 
of the report of the special committee on education last session, the government 
has been analysing its recommendations. Among other matters, the report 
stresses the need for increased native language education, a requirement which 
your Ministers have recognized for some time, and one which has received 
increasing attention from the Department of Education over the past few years. 
In order to continue and accelerate this trend, I am pleased to announce that 
on the recommendation of the Hon. Dennis Patterson, Minister of Education, 
the Executive Committee has approved in principle an expanded program for 
Dene language development, amounting to one million dollars per year for the 
next three years. This will provide financial assistance to community, regional, 
and special interest groups wishing to become involved in the development and 
implementation of native l�nguage programs in the schools. 
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A l so in re l ation to the Dene l anguages, Members wi l l reca l l that the administration 
agreed at the l ast session of the Assembly to form a Dene interpreter unit and 
to develop plans for a Dene language information program. Progress has been 
made since that commitment was given. Eight Dene l anguage interpreter-communicator 
positions have been created and classified, a permanent training officer has 
been hired and a recruitment program to fi l l the Dene positions has been 
l aunched. I n  addition, Department of Information officia l s  have had initial 
meetings with officials of the Dene Nation and the Slavey Language Institute 
in Fort Providence and further discussions are proposed. Current plans ca l l 
for the start of a five month training program in ear l y September. The Dene 
interpreter-communicators wi l l receive training in a l l aspects of interpreting, 
language upgrading and publ ic affairs activities. 

High Cost Of Living In The North 

This Assemb l y  has a l so repeated l y  expressed deep concern about the high cost 
of l iving for residents of the North. The current l ack of growth in the 
Canadian economy as a who l e has rendered even more difficult the achieving 
of a fu l l understanding in the rest of Canada of specia l prob l ems and costs 
of maintaining homes and businesses in the Territories. Consequent l y, your 
Ministers are pleased that the report of the subcommittee on the Northern Canada 
Power Commission, which was chaired by Mr. Keith Penner and which inc l uded 
both NWT Members of Parliament, ca l led attention to the high costs of power 
in the Northwest Territories re l ative to the rest of Canada. It is hoped that 
the federal government will react quickly and positive l y  to the Penner 
committee's proposal for the refinancing of the el ectrica l uti l ity in the 
North and for increased territorial authority and contro l over the provision 
of power in the Territories. 

There are a few communities in the NWT whose food and commodity costs are 
disproportionately high because of critica l ly expensive transportation costs. 
Whi l e these are being assessed with a view to developing a support or 
equalization program, the Executive Committee is taking action to a l l eviate 
the extreme l y  high costs in Pelly Bay, the most expensive community from a 
resupp l y  standpoint. A subsidy in the form of one government funded Hercu l es 
aircraft charter per year wi l l be provided for the shipment of essential  goods 
and foodstuffs to the community. 

On a more comprehensive sca l e, the Executive Committee has begun an intensive 
examination of government policy respecting purchase and contracting of goods 
and services from northern supp l iers and contractors. In the current economic 
c l imate, it is more essential than ever for the government to seek means to 
maximize further for northern residents and businesses the benefits of 
government spending. 

The Hon. Kane To l oganak, Minister of Government Services, and his deputy were 
favourably received when they met with Chambers of Commerce in Hay River and 
Fort Smith to hear views on the government's purchasing performance. In 
conjunction with the Department of Pub l ic Works, further positive chanoes 
wi l l  be made to contracting and purchasing po l icies and practices. 

Meetings And Events 

Since the last session, your Ministers have attended a number of important 
meetings throughout Canada to represent the interests of the Government of the 
Northwest Territories. The Minister of Justice and Pub1ic Services conc l uded 
the new �o l ice Services Agreement with the So l icitor Genera l of Canada, the 
Hon. Robert Kap l an, in Ottawa in ear l y Apri l .  The Minister of Economic 
Deve l opment and Tourism, the Hon. Tom Butters, attended meetings in Winnipeg 
and Edmonton with his provincia l col l eagues regarding the operations of the 
Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation. In mid-March the Hon. Richard Nerysoo 
met in Ottawa with the Hon. Marc La l onde and the Hon. John Munro on the subjects 
of northern energy strategy and resource revenue sharing, as we l l  as other key 
issues. Last week the Hon. James Wah-Shee represented the government in a 
federa l -provincial meeting in Regina on historical and cultural resources. 
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Significant meetings and events have also occurred within the Territories in 
the past two months, particularly in relation to the development of regional 
councils. As a result of deliberations at the Keewatin Mayors' Conference 
in Baker Lake in April, the mayors of the seven Keewatin hamlets are now 
proceeding toward the formation of a regional council. In the first week of 
May, the mayors of Kitikmeot region met and agreed on a constitution for a 
regional council. Last week, the Baffin Regional Council concluded its 
semi-annual meeting in Igloolik. It is encouraging to see that communities 
are working together to find consensus on important issues at the regional level. 

The Arctic Winter Games held in March in Fairbanks, Alaska brought together 
fine athletes from Yukon, Northwest Territories and Al aska. Although the Alaskan 
team secured the highest number of points, our athletes performed well and 
gained valuable experience both there and in the extensive trials which preceded 
the games. We are grateful to the people of Alaska for the wonderful hospitality 
which was extended to all of us. The Hon. Arnold McCallum, the Hon. James Wah-Shee 
and myself represented the Northwest Territories in Fuirbanks. 

On March 18th, I had the pleasure of attending the opening of the new community 
hall and office complex in Fort Good Hope. During a trip through Baker Lake and 
southern Keewatin communities, April 20 to 23, the Commissioner's Award for 
outstanding public service was presented to Father Theophile Didier, a self-taught 
linguist, who served in the Keewatin for nearly 50 years and who pioneered the 
translation of the Bible into Inuktitut. 

The Executive Committee visited the regional centre of Cambridge Bay on 
April 27 and 28, and following our meetings there, the Hon. Kane Tologanak and 
I were privileged to attend the Elders' Conference held in Pel ly Bay by the 
Inuit Cultural Institute. It was a valuable opportunity to experience first-hand 
the seasoned insights of Inuit elders from across the North. 

Passing Of Distinguished Northerners 

At this time, I would ask the House to note with regret the passing of some 
distinguished northern elders. They include Kitty Roland of Aklavik, who passed 
away at the end of March at the grand age of 10 3; Joe Sangris of Detah, who 
served as a band chief for over 32 years; and Andrew Kunnuzzi of Fort McPherson, 
a well-known trapper and Anglican lay preacher who was a member of the historic 
Dawson Patrol. Our condolences are extended to the families of these northerners. 

During this session, a legislative program of six bills will be introduced for 
your consideration. These comprise the final 1981-82 Supplementary Appropriation 
Ordinance, the Financial Administration Ordinance, the Student Financial 
Assistance Ordinance, and amendments to the Education Ordinance, the Forest 
Protection Ordinance, and the Labour Standards Ordinance. The Executive 
Committee considers these bills to be necessary for the efficient conduct of 
government business. I recommend the passage of each of these ordinances. 

As you commence your deliberations, it may be well to reflect on the progress 
that has been made over the term of this Assembly. The workload and scope of 
the programs of legislation enacted by this House compare favourably with those 
of previous Assemblies. This Assembly has had to face budgetary restraints 
which are expected to continue for several years; yet it has been able to chart 
innovative and comprehensive policy and spending priorities which have made 
good sense for the present conditions in the North. Ministerial government has 
continued its steady development. The rest of Canada has become more aware of 
the special and imaginative contributions that northerners can make to the 
process of constitutional evqlution. 

On the economic front, mining exploration has recently declined, but there are 
now four new mines in the Northwest Territories, and they are providing employment 
and business opportunities for northerners in accordance with socio-economic 
agreements negotiated between your g overnment and the resource industry. Overall, 
through the directions of this Assembly, northerners and their government are 
taking increased control of their own affairs. 
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With these thoughts, I now commend to you for your earnest consideration and 
wise judgment the business of this House as I declare open this eighth session 
of the Ninth Assembly of the Northwest Territories. 

---Appl ause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Please be seated. Turning to the orders of the day 
for Wednesday, May the 12th. 

Item 3, notice of motion for first readinq of bills. 

ITEM NO. 3: NOTICE OF MOTION FOR FIRST READING OF B I LLS 

Mr. Butters. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 2-82(2) : Financial Administration 
Ordinance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Friday, May the 14th, 
1982, I shall move that Bill 2-82(2) , An Ordinance to Provide for the 
Financial Administration of the Government of the Northwest Territories, be 
read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notice of motion for first reading of bills. 
Mr. Patterson. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 3-82(2) : Education Ordinance 

HON. DENN IS  PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I give notice that on Friday, 
May 14, 1982, I shall move that Bill 3-82(2) , An Ordinance to Amend the 
Education Ordinance, be read for the first time. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notice of motion for first reading of bills. 
Mr. Mccallum. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 4-82(2) : Forest Protection 
Ordinance 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Friday, May 14th, 
1982, I shall move that Bill 4- 82(2), An Ordinance to Amend the Forest 
Protection Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 5-82(2) : Labour Standards 
Ordinance 

Mr. Speaker, I give notice that on Friday, May 14th, 1982, I shall move that 
Bill 5-82(2) , An Ordinance to Amend the Labour Standards Ordinance, be read 
for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Are there any further notices of motion for first 
reading of bills? 

I t e m N o . �-, t a b l i n q o f d o c u me n t s . 

ITEM NO. 4: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Mr. Mccallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I would like to table a Tabled Document 
1-82(2) , a paper concerning Bill C-61, a federal act, the Young Offenders Act, 
and its implications for the Northwest Territories. The document is now in 
the process of being translated into I nuktitut, and Members will have those 
copies either later today or later in the week. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Tabling of documents. If there are no further 
documents for tabling today, then we shall proceed to Item 5 on your orders 
of the day, replies to Commissioner's Address. 



- 6 -

ITEM NO. 5: REPLIES TO COMMISSIONER'S ADDRESS 

Mr. Butters. 

Mr. Butter's Reply And Motion Of Appreciation 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to my Assembly colleagues for 
this opportunity to move, in Inuvik, the motion of appreciation to Commissioner 
John Parker for his very fine opening Address that he has just delivered to 
us. On behalf of my colleagues and myself, I extend to Cynthia Hill, the 
mayor of Inuvik, and members of her town council our thanks for their thoughtful 
and generous invitation to convene this, the eighth session of the Ninth 
Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories in Inuvik. We thank Inuvik's 
mayor, councillors and residents, and in fact all Western Arctic residents, 
for the hospitality and the kindnesses that will be shown Assembly Members 
during our stay here. We thank Mayor Hill for her kind words this morning 
on CBC, and look forward to meeting with her and her council colleagues later 
in the week. 

As a resident of Inuvik sitting in this Assembly, may I extend the warmest 
possible welcome to Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest 
Territories now convening 'n Inuvik, and especially to those Members who have 
travelled so many miles and hours across the Territories to meet in this room 
today. I obviously wrote these remarks prior to the time I saw who was going 
to be present, and I may refer to people who are absent, but I know they will 
soon be here, so I will use the opportunity I have at this moment to welcome 
Moses Appaqaq, who will travel from his Hudson Bay constituency, from Sanikiluaq. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: He got bumped in Yellowknife this morning. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: He got bumped in Yellowknife this morning. I am very sorry 
to hear that. To Mark Evaluarjuk, from Foxe Basin, who travels from his home 
in Igloolik, and I think represents the most difficult community in which to 
get around. Too, I welcome another Member who has travelled many miles, 
Ludy Pudluk, from the High Arctic and Resolute Bay. However, I do not want to 
leave anvbody out, and I know that many of the people looking on may wish to 
know who vou are and where you come from, and I will start, possibly, to the left 
of Mr. Evalaurjuk: Joe Arlooktoo, who represents South Baffin, coming from 
Lake Harbour; lpeelee Kilabuk, from Central Baffin and Pangnirtung; 
Dennis Patterson, representing Frobisher Bay; Ludy Pudluk I have mentioned; 
Kane Tologanak, from the Central Arctic, Cambridge Bay; Nellie Cournoyea, 
the Western Arctic ... 

MS COURNOYEA: Thank you. 

---Applause 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: ... Tagak Curley, from Keewatin South and Rankin Inlet; 
William Noah, from Keewatin North and Baker Lake; Nick Sibbeston, who was a 
colleague of mine on the Seventh Council of the Northwest Territories, 
representing Mackenzie Liard from Fort Simpson; Robert Sayine, representing 
Great Slave East, from Fort Resolution; at the very far end sits our 
Commissioner, John Parker. Next to him is the Hon. Arnold Mccallum, representing 
Slave River, from Fort Smith; and representing Rae-Lac la Martre, James Wah-Shee, 
from Rae. Next, George Braden, who will be attending shortly and is on his 
way, representing Yellowknife North. On my left, Richard Nerysoo, from 
Mackenzie Delta and from Fort McPherson; Bruce McLaughlin, representing Pine 
Point, from Pine Point; Lynda Sorensen, from Yellowknife South and also from 
Yellowknife, Bob MacQuarrie, Yellowknife Centre, from Yellowknife; Pete Fraser, 
Mackenzie Great Bear, from �orman Wells; and the chair at the end, vacant at 
the moment, is for Don Stewart, representing Hay River, from Hay River. So I 
welcome you all to Inuvik and the Mackenzie Delta and the Western Arctic. 
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Although our sitting days in Inuvik are few, I am hopefu l that Members will 
have sufficient time and opportunity to visit a number of other communities 
in the Mackenzie Delta and the Beaufort Sea area and examine at first-hand 
some of the deve l opment activities current l y  taking p l ace in and about the 
Beaufort. 

Before moving on to less important aspects of my repl y, may I a l so echo the 
Commissioner's words and extend to the students and staff of Sir A l exander 
Mackenzie Schoo l our thanks for the use of this facil ity and the space a l located 
to our support staff. We appreciate that our presence may restrict your 
programs and entai l some inconveniences for you, so be assured of our gratitude 
for being able to share your fine schoo l during these two weeks in May, 1982. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear! 

---Applause 

HON. TOM BUTT ERS: I a l so wish at the outset of this session to thank our 
hard working and dedicated Assemb l y  support staff and our inva l uab l e  transl ators 
and interpreters, and al so to you, Mr. Speaker. 

---Applause 

I do this in advance for the exce l lent and the cheerful service they a l ways 
provide us and which, unfortunate l y, we have come to expect and possib l y  take 
too much for granted. We recognize that they provide and carry out their 
support services and functions many times in very trying circumstances and 
under very difficu l t conditions and we are gratefu l to them a l l .  

I welcome and thank a l so our Pages, members of the RCM Po l ice in attendance, 
the Rev. Terry Buck l e, and John Severite, a l ong-time resident of Inuvik, who 
is serving us as our Sergeant-at-Arms during our stay in Inuvik. 

---Applause 

I we l come the guests in the Speaker's gall ery and the peopl e who have shown 
interest enough to come out today and attend the opening of this session. I 
regret, and had hoped and l ooked for two former counci l l ors who have given a 
great dea l  to the territorial council over the years, John Tet l ichi, from 
Fort McPherson, and Lyle Trimb l e. John is here? Oh, Lyle is here. Good! 
He just snuck in on me, because he was not there a few minutes ago I d o  not 
think. 

---Applause 

Yes, a round of appl ause, because these individua l s, as you know, Mr. Speaker, 
for you were a member of the Sixth Counci l -- as you know the tremendous 
contributions that were made by many of the territoria l council l ors in the 
ear l y days when we had a l ot more difficu l ties in providing government than 
we experience today. 

Since becoming a Member of the Executive Committee, I have infrequent l y  used 
the opportunity to rep l y to the Commissioner's opening Ad dress and identify 
for Hansard and the publ ic record constituency concerns and complaints. I have so 
acted since my everyday invo l vement in and responsibi l ities for the management 
of territoria l government affairs provides me with frequent opportunities to 
re l ay such concerns and questions to the appropriate officia l s. Therefore, in 
keeping with my past practice, my remarks today I trust wi l l  be merciful l y  brief. 

History Of The NWT Legis l ativ� Assembly 

Mr. Speaker, you and a l l Members are aware that this is not the first occasion 
o n w h i c h t h e C o u n c i 1 o f t h e N o r t h w e s t T e r r i t o r i e s c u m L e q i s 1 a t i v e A s s e 111 b 1 y h a s 
met in Inuvik. My co l l eague, Mr. Sibbeston, and I were r�embers of the Seventh 
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Council when it convened in Inuvik for four days in October of 1973. Previously, 
meetings were held by earlier Councils in 196 3 and 1956, respectively. On 
the latter occasion, Inuvik, then East 3, was an architect's dream and a 
builder's nightmare. 

This Assembly is much altered since even Mr. Sibbeston and I attended the 
1973 session in the Samuel Hearne Secondary School gymnasium, with the name 
change from Council and Councillors to Legislative Assembly and MLAs being 
among the least of those changes. In 1973 the NWT Council consisted of 14  
members, of whom 10 were elected, four appointed. Prominent among the appointed 
members at that time was John Parker, who then served as Deputy Commissioner 
under Stuart Hodgson. The Commissioner of the day served both as Speaker of 
the Council and had a seat on Council, but no vote but had, under the Northwest 
Te r r i tori es Act , f u ll pow e rs a n d res po n s i b i l it ; e s fo r ca r t .;' i n q o u t the 
administration of the NWT. Today, the Northwest Territories Act remains much 
the same, but the practice has changed markedly. When we last convened in 
Inuvik, besides lacking an elected Speaker, the Council had no legal counsel 
of its own, the Clerk of the Council and his office were directly responsible 
to the Commissioner, the Executive Committee of the NWT consisted solely of 
appointed officials, federal and territorial, and elected Councillors served 
mainly as the weak voice of caution and opposition -- a debating society, if 
you wish -- while appointed people ran the Government of the Northwest 
Territories. Our big advance in those days was the establishment of a Council 
standing committee on finance under the chairmanship of David Searle and a 
standing committee on legislation under Lyle Trimble. 

I do not have to remind you of those days, Mr. Speaker. As a member of the 
Sixth Council, along with Mr. Trimble and Mr. Tetlichi, you recall how it was. 
In fact, in my office I have hanging the original of a cartoon carried in The Drum 
during the life of the Sixth Assembly. It is titled, 11 The Name of the NWT Game" 
and it depicts a gargantuan helmeted football player crouched over a ball and he 
is speaking to a puny youngster standing on the sidelines beside a water pail. 
The football gl adiator, labelled "Top-heavy Administration", speaks to the 
sideline weakling, labelled "Elected Council 11 saying 11 We 1 ll look after the 
b a l l , k i d ; y o u c a r r y t h e c a :0 • 

11 F o r me , a n y w a y , t h a t i s a r e m i n d e r o f j u s t 
how much progress we have ma�e toward responsible government in the North in 
a very few years. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, seven elected Members of this Assembly have responsibility 
for all the program departments of this government; Social Services, Health, 
Renewable Resources, Education, Local Government and Economic Development, 
plus two service departments, Justice and Public Services and Government 
Services, plus the operation of various secretariats and boards. While the 
Northwest Territories Act still identifies the Commissioner as being responsible 
for the administration of the Territories, in fact and in effect elected 
people have assumed responsibility for most of the government programs currently 
being delivered in the Northwest Territories -- a quantum leap for us in 
self-government, self-determination and responsibility for the management 
of our own affairs. 

Recognition Of Executive Committee Members 

Before the interesting part of the session begins -- at least that was the 
implication I received from a CB C report this morning, that today would be not 
very much of anything - - I would like to say a few words of commendation to 
the Members of the Assembly who seek and accept the responsibilities of 
ministerial office. Obviously I can be accused of bias, but I feel that we 
are the target of much criticism and I am going to use this opportunity to 
pat a few Executive Committe� backs. 
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I wou l d l ike to recognize and thank the dean of our Executive Committee, 
Arnold McCal l um, who has served as a Member of the Executive Committee for 
going on seven years, having had responsibilities for the portfolios of 
Loca l Government, Education, Socia l Services, Hea l th, and now the Housing 
Corporation. 

---Applause 

On Mr. McCal l um' s l eft, the Hon. James Wah-Shee, with responsibilities for 
Local Government, Aborigina l Rights and Constitutiona l Devel opment. On my 
right, when he arrives, is the Hon. George Braden, Leader of the Elected 
Executive, with responsibilities for Justice and Pub l ic Services and the 
Status of Women. 

On my l eft, when he arrives, the Hon. Richard Nerysoo, who has responsibilities 
for Renewab l e  Resources and for Energy ;  and across the f l oor, the Hon. Dennis 
Patterson, with responsibilities for Education, Constitutional Development 
and Cu l ture ; and again across the floor, the Hon. Kane Tologanak, responsible 
for the Department of Government Services, computers, Workers' Compensation 
Board. Covering off al l the remaining portfolios and comp l eting the membership 
of the Executive Committee is Commissioner John Parker, who is sitting at 
the witness tab l e, and is responsible for Personne l ,  Information, is chairman 
of the Executive Committee, of the Financial Management Board and he is 
assisted by Deputy Commissioner Bob Pilot, with responsibi l ities for the 
Department of Public Works, the regional offices, and also he is chairman of 
the Housing Corporation board. 

So, I would like to congratulate my co l leagues for their attention to the 
responsibilities of their respective portfolios and for their perseverance 
toward achieving the coll ective goa l s and objectives of all the people of the 
Territories. Such an exercise in synthesis is most difficu l t. Althoug h we 
reflect many diverse backgrounds and cu l tures, I be l ieve the positions and 
the decisions taken by the Executive Committee in these Territories are by 
and large rational, responsive and responsible and reflect the interests of 
al l our peop l e. 
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M R. MacQUA RRIE: That is a biased opinion. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: We l l ,  

--- Laughter 

said that when I started.  

Thank you. I fee l privileged to  be an el ected Member of the Executive Committee 
of the Northwest Territories and a daily witness to the growth of responsible 
government of the Northwest Territories and I am very p l eased to p l ay a smal l 
part in that growth and that f l owering. In sal uting the contribution of my 
co l l eagues , I am happy to be ab l e  to pass out a few bouquets before the 
interesting part of the session occurs and the brickbats begin to fly. 

Conditions Have A l tered In NWT 

There is an o l d saying , Mr. Speaker , that the more thing s chang e ,  the more they 
remain the same. I had occasion to recall that maxim recent l y  when I l ooked at 
the record of debate for the 1 97 3  session he l d  here in Inuvik. At that time , we 
commented on the growth prob l em affecting deve l opment impact communities , a 
pension supp l ement for NWT o l d-timers , the Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation 
-- at that time Mr. Sibbeston was carrying the torch for the fishermen from the 
Great Slave area -- the hig h cost of l iving in the Northwest Territories , and we 
discussed the el ements to be included in a comprehensive Education Ordinance for 
the NWT. A l l those subjects , I am sure , wil l probab l y  be raised during this 
session. However , to be fair , one must be quick to point out that whil e the 
subjects remain constant , the conditions being examined are vastl y altered. 

Mr. Speaker , in his Address the Commissioner proper l y  drew our attention to the 
many proposed devel opment projects on the books for the NWT , and he reiterated 
our frequent l y  expressed intention to maximize benefits , revenues and returns 
from these projects to the peopl e of the Northwest Territories. Indeed , when one 
contemp l ates the economic situation being experienced by Canadians in other parts 
of this land , one cannot but be thankfu l for the many and varied op portunities 
that the future appears to hold out for the NWT and its people. However , there 
are some b l ue notes. 

�Qf9__Q__tiation Of Genera l Develooment Ag reement 

The Commissioner reported on a number of meetings taking o l ace over the l ast 
60 days between Executive Members and provincial and federal col l eag ues. One 
series of meeting s he did not report , and he did not do so because I forgot -­
whether as a resu l t of a Freudian forgetfulness or not -- to inform him of , and 
that dea l t  with the series of meeting s I and my staff have had with federal 
po l iticians and officia l s  to reneg otiate and reconstitute the genera l deve l opment 
ag reement -- the GOA , for short -- between the Northwest Territories and Canada . 
Probab l y  I neg lected to mention these meeting s because to date I have been 
singu l arl y unsuccessfu l in concluding this most urg ently required e l ement in 
the NWT's general economic wel l - being. During the recent budget session , I ,  on 
numerous occasions , informed the House that the budg et of the Department of 
Economic Deve l opment on l y  appeared wanting because we anticipated an ear l y 
infusion of general devel opment agreement funds , which woul d put whee l s  under 
my Department of Economic Development. 

Whi l e  we have recent l y  l earned of extensions of our Specia l ARDA ag reement with 
Canada for another two years -- which announcement is most we l come , I must say 
-- we are sti l l awaiting a breakthroug h on our GOA packag e. I report with 
reg ret that resolution of that initiative stil l e l udes me. Support for 
continuation of the prog ram has been received from al l NWT native org anizations 
and their deve l opment corporation arms , from band councils , and from numerous 
other agencies and organizat 1 ons. I have received expressions of support for 
the initiative from the Hon. J ohn Munro , the Hon. Herb Gray , and Senator Bud O l son. 
Recent communications received from Ottawa as ear l y  as yesterday afternoon express 
understanding of our needs and seem to sug gest a new urg ency at the political 
level for quick l y  putting in p l ace and imp l ementing another such ag reement as 
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was concluded last September 30th. Wh i le I remain opt i mi s ti c that t l '.is  much­
des i red and requ i red program will be approved, I become frus trated and i mpatient, 
as I am sure do my colleag ues in this House and many of their con s tituents, at 
the leng th of t i me it i s  taking to g et a new ag reement i n  place. 

M R. MacQUARRIE : Hear, hear '. 

Budget Preparation Ahead Of Last Year 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: However, on another front, I am happy to report that i n  the 
matter of our 198 3-84 budg et preparat i on we appear to be much further advanced 
than in years previous .  For example, I pers onally delivered to the 
Hon. John Munro late i n  Fe bruary our antic i pated volume and man- year i ncreas e �  
for the coming year . Althoug h much neg oti ati on remain s to be done before 
s tr i k i ng our 1983-84 budget figure, we are, I bel i eve, off to a g ood· · and earl y 
start, and therefore s houl d be much ahead of the budget schedul e experi enced 
last year. 

Further, I am sure my col leag ues and I will experience a very bu sy  s ummer 
carrying out discus s i ons  and negotiations,  not onl y w i th our prov i ncial but 
also  our federal counterparts i n  many f i eld s of shared responsibi li ty and 
i nterest. For the second t i me i n  as many year s, the Government of the Northwe st 
Territori e s has been i nvited by the Hou se of Commons s tand i ng comm i ttee on 
Indian Affairs and Northern Devel opment to appear before that comm i ttee, 
expla i n i ng our current years financ i al requirements, and appr i s i ng comm i ttee 
member s of our f i scal concerns and our prog ram requ i rements .  

Accompli shments Of E i ghth And Ninth A s semblies 

Mr. Speaker, i f  the Eighth A s sembly atta i ned representati ve g overnment for the 
people of the Northwe st Terr i tor i e s, I bel i eve and I submit, s i r, that the 
Ninth As sembly i s  mov i ng to obta i n i ng and ach i ev i ng a s i g n i ficant degree of 
re spons ible g overnment for the people of the NWT. Undoubtedly, there remains 
much to be done . Ten year s ag o, there was much to be done, and much has been 
done. Ten year s from now thankful l y  there w i ll remai n much to be done ; but I 
th i n k we have com e a long way, and maybe we m i ght jus t  be perm i tted a few 
moments of qu i et pr i de and pleas ure at the accompli shment s of tho se who 
preceded us , and for what they and we have been able to accompl i sh to date on 
the rocky road to self-g overnment. Thank you, s ir. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKE R :  Thank you very much, Mr . M i n i ster . It i s  al most  coffee time. 
However, I understand that Mr . Curley woul d l i ke to have unan i mou s con sent to 
go  back to tabl i ng of documents. 

SOME HON. MEMBE RS :  Agreed . 

MR. SPEAKE R :  Are there any nays ? 

Item 4, tabl i ng of documents .  

REVE RT TO ITEM NO. 4 :  TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Mr . Curley, you have the f l oor. 

MR . CU RLEY:  Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to table, on behal f of the special 
commi ttee on education, their final report, Tabled Document 2-82 ( 2), Learning: 
Tradit i on and Change. 

MR. SP EAKER : Than k you, Mr . Curley. Th i s Hou s e  w i ll then stand reces sed for 
15 minutes for coffee . 

---SHORT RECESS 
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MR. SPEAKE R: Ca l l  the  House back to order. Returning to your orders of the 
day, I tem 5, repl ies to Comm i ssioner ' s  Add ress. 

Item 6, oral questions. 

I TEM NO. 6: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Ms Cournoyea. 

Question 1- 82(2) : Moratorium On Tax For Hunters And Trappers 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr . Speaker , I have a questi on. On February 25th, a motion was 
unanimously passed b y  the Leg i slative Assemb l y  recommending to the Executive 
Commi ttee that i t  immediate l y  seek to obta i n  from appropriate federal ministers 
and agencies an extension of the  income tax moratorium wit h regard to northern 
benef i ts, includ i ng persons or incomes earned in the NWT from trapping and fur 
catch . Would whomever i s  responsible g ive in detail what h as been done reg arding 
th i s  matter, if anything at al l ?  

MR. SPEAKE R: Mr . Minister, Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Yes, Mr. Speaker , I wi 1 1  be happy to do this. I have the  
return somewhere, but I wou l d  take it as notice now, and provide the information 
tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: T hank you. Oral  questions. 

Item 7, questions and returns. Written questions. 

ITEM NO . 7: QU ESTIONS AND RETURNS 

Ms Cournoyea. 

Question 2-82(2) : NWT Housing Corpora_t i on Benef i �  Equalizatio� 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr . Speaker, in view of the fact that the new government emp l oyee 
housing policy has provided for more than one go vernment working member in the 
fami l y to receive housing su bsidy benefits, woul d the Minister responsi ble for 
housing please detail if the  Northwest Territories rental housing prog ram wil l 
have similar incentives whereb y on l y  one member of the  famil y wi l l  pay according 
to their income? 

MR. SPE AK E R: Thank you . T h at was a written question . Any further written 
questions? I do not presume there are any returns l eft over from t he  last 
session that are to come in today. 

Item 8 ,  petitions. 

Item 9 ,  reports of standing and specia l committees. 

Item 1 0 ,  notices of motion. 

I T E M  NO. 1 0 : NOTICES OF MOTION ----- - --- -----·-----· 

Ms Cournoyea. 

N o t i c _e _ 0 f M o t i o n _ l -8 2 ( 2 ) _ : ___ E x t e n s i o n O f S i t t i n q _ H o u r s 

MS COURNOYEA : Mr . Speaker , I will be asking for unanimous consent for this 
motion under Item 1 1 . Where�s there is muc h business to be done at this session ; 
and whereas it is desirab l e  to complete the business of this session as 
ex ped i tious l y  as possib l e ; now th erefore, I move that this Legisl ative Assem bly 
a u t horize Mr . Speaker to set s 1 1c h  additional morning , eveninq and Saturday 
sitt i ng hours as may be required to com p l ete t he business of this session as 
expe ditiousl y as poss i b l e .  
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Notices of motion. Mr . Curl ey. 

Notice Of Motion 2 -82 ( 2 ):  Refer Tab l ed Docume nt 2-82 ( 2 ) Into Committee 
Of The Who l e  

MR. CU RLEY: Mr . Speaker, I give notice that o n  Friday, May 1 4th, I wil l move , 
seconded by  the honourab l e  Mem ber for the Western Arctic , that Tabl ed Document 
2-82 ( 2) ,  the report of the special com mittee  on  education entit l ed 11 Learning: 
Tradition and Change ' ' , be moved into com mittee of the who l e  for co nsideratio n as 
the first item of business on Monday, May 1 7th. 

M R. SPEAKE R: Thank you. Notices of motio n. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker , I am asking for unanimous consent to dea l  with a 
motion. Whereas there is much business to be done at this session ; and whereas 
it is desirab l e  to comp l ete the business of this sess' o n  as expeditious l y as 
possib l e ;  now therefore , I move, seconded by  Kane Tol ogan ak, that this Legis l ative 
Assem b l y  authorize Mr. Speaker to set such additiona l morning, evening and 
Saturday sitting hours as may be required to compl ete the business of this 
session as expeditious l y  as possib l e. 

M R. SPEAKER: Thank you. We are stil l on notices of motion.  However , I wi l l 
accept that. Do we have unanimous consent to proceed with that motion ?  Are 
there any nays? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Nay. 

MR. S PEAKER: A nay? To proceed , then , by way of motion at this time has been 
overrul ed. 

Item 1 2 ,  introduction of bi l l s  for first reading. 

Item 1 3 ,  second reading of bi l l s. We have none avail ab l e. 

Mr. C l erk , I tem 1 4 , orders of the day. 

I TEM NO. 1 4 : ORDE RS OF THE DAY 

CLER K O F  T H E  HO U S E  (M r. R e m nant ) : Orders of the day , Thursday , May 1 3 ,  1 : 00 p. m. 

1 .  Prayer 

2. Repl ies to Commissioner's Address 

3. Oral Questions  

4. Questions  and  Returns 

5. Petitions  

6 .  Tab l ing of Documents 

7. Reports of Standing and  Special Com mittees 

8 .  Notices of Motion 

9. Notices of Motion for F i rst Reading of Bi l l s  

1 0. Motions 

1 1 . I ntroduction of Bi l l s  for First Reading 

1 2 .  Second Reading of Bi l l s  
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1 3 .  Cons i deration i n  Comm i tte e of the Who l e of Bi l l s ,  R ecommendat i ons to the 
Leg i s l ature and Other Matters 

1 4 .  Orders of the Day 

MR . SPEA KER : Thank  you , Mr . C l erk . Th i s  House stands adj ourned until Thursday , 
May 1 3th , at l : 0 0 p . m . , at S i r  A l e xander Mack enzie Schoo l , Inuvik . 

- - - ADJOURNMENT 
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