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INUVIK, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

FRIDAY, MAY 14, 1982 

Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. George Braden, Hon. Tom Butters, Mr. Curley, 
Ms Cournoyea, Mr. Evaluarjuk, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Kilabuk, Mr. MacQuarrie, 
Hon. Arnold McCallum, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Noah, Hon. Dennis Patterson, 
Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Sayine, Mr. Sibbeston, Mrs. Sorensen, Hon. Don Stewart, 
Hon. Kane Tologanak, Hon. James Wah-Shee 

ITEM NO. l: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Friday, May the 14th. 
understand that the honourable Member for Slave River has an important message 
for us. Mr. Mccallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Well, Mr. Speaker, I would just like perhaps before we 
get into the orders of the day, to indicate that we have on occasion in this 
House broken from tradition and have done different things and I think today, 
in recognition of certain things that have occurred I would like to, if I may, 
with the indulgence of the rest of the House, remark upon the fact that today 
is a very special day as well. As I say, we acknowledge that there are certain 
particular events that do transpire. I think today is one of those days. If 
I can just take a few moments to indicate that one passes from one part of 
one's life into other parts of one's life. You grow up and there are certain 
particular years in a person's life that are rather special. You know, you 
hit 20, that is special. You hit 25 or 30, and that is special. For those 
of us who have hit many years beyo�d that, I can only indicate to certain 
particular people that you do not get older, you just get better. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Right on! 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: And we have within ouf midst today, then, one of our 
honourable Members, Mr. Speaker, who is passing a particular milestone in 
that Member's life and so with a little bit of apology to the bards: 

---Laughtor 

---Applause 

We have in our House a duchess called Lynda, 
Who at times, and on occasion, may offend ya, 
For today in May, 
She can proudly say, 
I'm alive, I've got drive, and guess what 

Dad, I just passed 35. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday, dear Lynda, 
Happy birthday to you. 
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HON. KANE TOLOGANAK: How old are you? 

MR. SPEAKER: Well, a chorus you are not, believe me. There has been different 
types of singing done in here, but that is the first time, I believe, that 
Happy Birthday has been sung in this Legislative Assembly. Happy birthday, 
Mrs. Sorensen. The orders of the day. 

Item 2, replies to Commissioner's Address. There appear to be no replies 
today. 

Item 3, oral questions. 

ITEM NO. 3: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Mr. Arlooktoo. 

Question 15-82(2): Improvement Of School Facilities, Lake Harbour 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do have a written 
question to Dennis Patterson. It concerns Lake Harbour. I wonder in this 
session if he can answer that question and also, the local education authority 
in Lake Harbour were requesting to hear some answers as soon as possible. I 
am wondering if he can do that in this session, the Minister responsible for 
Education. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Patterson. 

Return To Question 15-82(2) : Improvement Of School Facilities, Lake Harbour 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, I am well aware of the 
requests that have come from Lake Harbour local education authority concerning 
the need for more classroom space, the need for improved gymnasium facilities, 
the need for playground equipment, and I have discussed these issues with my 
officials in the Department of Education and have planned a meeting with the 
local education authority in Lake Harbour the week of June 7th, which I will 
attend along with the regional superintendent of Education, Baffin region, 
Mr. Colbourne, at which time we can look first-hand at the facilities in 
Lake Harbour and decide how we can respond to the various needs expressed. 
I trust the Member from Lake Harbour would be able to participate in those 
discussions in an effort to resolve these problems. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question concerns both 
Mr. Tologanak and Mr. Pilot, and I understand that Mr. Pilot is not here so 
I would request that the Commissioner, who speaks on behalf of Mr. Pilot, 
come into the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: Do we have agreement to invite the Commissioner to sit? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any nays? 

---Agreed 

Mr. Commissioner. Mrs. Sorensen. 

Question 16-82(2): Government Policy Re Purchasing And Contracting 

MRS. SORENSEN: My question concerns northern preference, Mr. Speaker, and the 
government policy in both the supply services area and in the area of contracts: 
Mr. Tologanak, with respect to the supply services area, and Mr. Parker, with 
respect· to DPW. 
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In the Commissioner's opening Address, mention was made that the government 
had begun an intensive examination of government policy respecting purchase 
and contracting of goods and services from northern suppliers and contractors 
and, Mr. Speaker, I did have a caustic remark here on the fact that we always 
seem to be reviewing instead of putting our thoughts on paper, but in light 
of the kind comments concerning my birthday, I will refrain from riding my 
broom for today. My question is . . .  

---Applause 

My question, Mr. Speaker, is -- I would ask both the Minister and Mr. Parker, 
when can we expect the review to be finished? When can we expect a new policy 
to be circulated, and do both Mr. Tologanak and Mr. Parker agree that there 
is some urgency to this question, given the declining economic situation, both 
in the North and in the South? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Tologanak. 

Return To Question 16-82(2): Government Policy Re Purchasing And Contracting 

HON. KANE TOLOGANAK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In regard to my side of the 
policy, the government services and purchase of goods in the Northwest 
Territories, I have been meeting in various communities with the chambers of 
commerce and I had a meeting here in Inuvik last niqht. I very briefly 
mentioned that I am looking forward to amending the policy and reviewing it. 
The policy has been in place for the past few months and I am pleased to say 
that I will be tabling -- after I have consulted my colleagues on the 
Executive -- I will be tabling a document on any changes in the northern 
purchasing policy. The Commissioner may wish to add to that. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Commissioner. 

Further Return To Question 16-82 (2): Government Policy Re Purchasing And 
Contractin 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In fact, the administration 
has already made many changes in the policies that affect northern businesses, 
particularly in our purchasing policies, as has been advised by the 
Hon. Kane Tologanak, and also, on the contracting side. We have a 
well established policy of offering a northern preference of up to 10 per cent 
for contracts which are not beyond half a million dollars in size and a 
possible five per cent for contracts which are larger than that. We have 
instituted a system of examining the subcontract bids that come in with the 
general contractor's bid and we will be using the northern content of those 
subcontracting bids as one of the criteria in deciding bids, in letting 
contracts. 

We are faced -- and I hope you will permit me just to digress slightly -- we 
are faced with the problem of deciding "northerness", and this is not an easy 
situation. We are again reviewing the criteria that we apply, and I make no 
apologies for reviewing these matters nor apologies for studying 
our policies from time to time because the policies must be made by the 
economic situation, and as I advised in my address, the current economic 
situation is such that it is our earnest desire that northern businessmen 
receive the absolute maximum possible benefit from northern contracting. We 
have already instituted the matter of looking at subtrade bids and we will 
probably have other policy changes which will be announced from time to time. 
We have no intention, and I know that Deputy Commissioner Pilot has no 
intention either, of waiting.until we have done one more complete comprehensive 
study. We are doing many studies; we are doing studies of each situation as 
it presents itself and we will be announcing the results as they come forward. 
The one, as I say, is the matter of judging bids on the basis of subcontracting. 
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Another method that we are looking at right now, and in fact have instituted, 
is the matter of attempting to spread the work around among northern contractors 
and in that case we will be fine tuning the northerness criteria, and that 
is very difficult. I would think that we will probably have further 
announcements during the month of June in this area. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Commissioner. Supplementary, Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Well, Mr. Speaker, I am very glad to see that the Executive 
Committee and in particular, the Ministers involved in this very important 
issue are finally getting down to the crux of it, which is the definition of 
what is a northern business which has been an outstanding thing since 1975, 
particularly tendering in the North, tendering only in the North, and of course 
as Mr. Parker just mentioned, subcontracting. 

Supplementary To Question 16-82 (2): Government Policy Re Purchasing And 
Contractin 

I have a further question, and that revolves around the report of the task 
force on northern business. Is the government, in this review, seriously 
considering the recommendations that were made in 1975, and in my opinion, 
having just reviewed them with some northern contractors, still current? 
Is the government looking at that report with a view to taking its 
recommendations and perhaps applying them with respect to the definition of 
what a northern business really is? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Further Return To Question 16-82 (2): Government Policy Re Purchasing And 
Contract in 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, the answer to that question is that we are, 
indeed, looking at the recommendations that came from that earlier task force 
with a view to implementing them, if at all possible. I would only like to 
add though that the definition of a northern businessman that was arrived at 
by that task force was a very, very narrow and strict definition, and I think 
that Members would agree, had they some experience in looking at contracts, 
that we are not always well served by using the narrowest of the definitions 
and that is why we are looking to a definition that perhaps deals with degree 
of northerness. It is a very complicated matter when one starts offering 
benefits and deviating from the low tender, but we have many examples of 
having done that in the past year. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral �uestions. Mrs. Sorensen. 

Question 17-82 (2): Northern Competition For Deputy Minister Of Economic 
Develo ment 

MRS. SORENSEN: Yes. My question is for the Minister of Economic Development. 
It concerns a recent newspaper item in a local Yellowknife newspaper that 
announced that the deputy minister of Economic Development had resigned his 
post. Mr. Minister, given the fact that there is soon to be a vacancy in 
this vital area and given that there is an opportunity here to find a 
northerner who is well versed and experienced in northern business, does the 
Minister have definite plans to hold a northern competition for this position 
and does he plan to seek advice and input from interested groups and 
individuals with respect to this vital position? 

MR. SPEAKER: The honourable, Member for Inuvik. Mr. Minister. 
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Return To Question 17-82(2) : Northern Competition For Deputy Minister Of 
Economic Development 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, as the Member pointed out, we did receive 
the resignation recently of Rod Morrison, currently serving as deputy minister 
of Economic Development and Tourism. I certainly regret his departure. He 
has served the Government of the Northwest Territories for many years ably 
and competently and has most recently acted similarly in his responsibility 
as deputy minister of Economic Development. I think we will miss him and 
certainly I know that I can extend to him the good wishes of Members of this 
House in his new employment in British Columbia. 

With regard to the competition, no decision has yet been taken on how the 
vacancy will be filled but I would certainly be interested in hearing from 
agencies or organizations regarding the type of individual or the expertise 
which they feel might be most ably used in such a responsibility. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Supplementary, Mrs. Sorensen. 

Supplementary To Question 17-82(2) : Northern Competition For Deputy Minister 
Of Economic Development 

MRS. SORENSEN: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Minister, specifically then, do you 
intend to have an open northern competition for that position? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters. 

Further Return To Question 17-82(2) : Northern Competition For Deputy Minister 
Of Economic Development 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, I thought I indicated to the Member that no 
decision with regard to the competition has yet been made and we are still 
examining those possibilities. 

MR. SPEAKER: Supplementary, Mrs. Sorensen. 

Supplementary To Question 1 7-82(2) : Northern Competition For Deputy Minister 
Of Economic Development 

MRS. SORENSEN: Well, Mr. Minister, can I ask you then, in your opinion as 
the Minister of Economic Development, would you recommend to the Executive 
Committee and to Mr. Parker that there be an open competition in the interest 
of finding the very best person from the North for this position? 

Further Return To Question 17-82(2) : Northern Competition For Deputy Minister 
Of Economic Development 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned earlier, that aspect is still 
under consideration and we will be addressing that in the near future and I 
will make my recommendation when we have addressed the elements of the matter. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mrs. Sorensen. 

Question 18-82(2) : Review Of Function And Role Of Department Of Economic 
Develo ment 

MRS. SORENSEN: Since nobody else seems to have any oral questions, I do have 
one more, Mr. Speaker, and that is again to the Minister of Economic Development. 
During the last session the Minister of Economic Development announced that 
a consultant had been hired to review the function and role of the Department 
of Economic Development and I would ask the Minister, has that review been 
completed and if so does he intend to table the review in this House? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters. 
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Return To Question 18-82(2) : Review Of Function And Role Of Department Of 
Economic Development 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, yes, a consultant has been hired, Dr. Mair, 
and I believe he has already had extensive discussions with the honourable 
Member for Yellowknife South. The study, to my knowledge, has not yet been 
completed. We have suggested to Dr. Mair there is some urgency in winding 
that up, but at the same time we do not wish to see that there are certain 
aspects of the study which would appear to be left undone and yes, it would 
be our intention to table the report of the consultant. It may be that the 
Commissioner would have further to add to my response since I believe he has 
spoken to Dr. Mair more recently than I have. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner, have you anything further to add? 

Further Return To Question 18-82(2) : Review Of Function And Role Of 
Department Of Economic Development 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I expect to receive Dr. Mair's 
report by the middle of June and once the report has been studied by the 
Executive Committee I would anticipate it being made public, but I do not 
think that I can give an absolute commitment that it would be at this stage, 
because it is a report being made to me. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Noah. 

Question 19-82(2): Increase In Polar Bear Quota, Chesterfield Inlet 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two questions to the 
Minister of Renewable Resources. Firstly, he has written a letter to me, but 
I have not received that letter yet, since the mail has been so slow. We have 
been requesting an increase in the polar bear quota in Chesterfield Inlet. I 
would like to know what his reply to this is. That is the first question to 
the Minister of Renewable Resources. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 19-82(2): Increase In Polar Bear Quota, Chesterfield Inlet 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr. Speaker. The honourable Member is correct in 
that I responder to him. I will make the letter available. The indication with 
regard to increase in the polar bear quota for Chesterfield Inlet was that at 
this time we could not increase the quota, mainly because we have additional 
requests and issues raised by the Manitoba government that they are now 
requesting. They may request the polar bear that had been initially given to 
us from that province. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Noah. 

Question 20-82(2) : Increase In Narwhal Quota, Repulse Bay 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you very much. There 
is another question to the same person, the Minister of Renewable Resources. 
There has been a request to increase the narwhal quota in Repulse Bay from 
25 to 50. Has the Minister been checkinq with wildlife? Can you add any 
information? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 
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Return To Question 20-82(2) : Increase In Narwhal Quota, Repulse Bay 

HON. RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I have been in contact with the 
Hon. Romeo LeBlanc about the issue. I raised it and supported the idea that 
the increase be given to Repulse Bay. However, he indicated to me that at 
this time he 11as not prepared to approve the increase. If the request was 
not being granted I suggested the possibility that he allocate funds to do 
the studies required to increase those quotas as soon as possible and he has 
indicated to me that he will in fact provide the money for the studies. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

Question 21-82(2): Reshufflinq Of Executive Committee Portfolios 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have a question to the Commissioner. Sometime 
last year the Commissioner assured me and this House that he would be making 
an announcement with respect to the shuffling of the Executive Committee Members 
and in view of the fact that the Executive Committee Members seem to be losing 
interest in their portfolios, I wonder if the Commissioner again would stick to the 
commitment he made to this House that he will make an early announcement to 
shuffle before the next election? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Return To Question 21-82(2) : Reshuffling Of Executive Committee Portfolios 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, first, I reject the contention that the 
Ministers are showing anything but the highest level of effort and concern for 
their departments and secondly, I have received from this House varying advice. 
In one instance advice to me was that there may be a desire for Members to 
.move into different portfolios and then there was another piece of advice 
that they should stay in their portfolios and complete their terms, so there 
is a bit of difference there. The advice has not been clear. However, my 
colleagues and I have discussed this situation and I believe that we will be 
in a position to make a final decision on this matter in the very near future 
and I would say within a month. 

If I could add, one of the reasons for not having acted more quickly in this 
area has been that there has been a concentration of effort and concern in 
the matter of the plebiscite on division and it had some effect of pressing 
us away from normal conduct of business. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Supplementary, Mr. Curley. 

Supplementary To Question 2 1-82(2) : Reshuffling Of Executive Committee 
Portfolios 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, a further supplementary, Mr. Speaker. From the experience 
that we have in the East, as you know, the Members of the Executive Committee 
seem to be more interested in just serving their constituents. That is why 
I implied that it might not be correct, that generally the view of the Eastern 
Arctic that they cannot travel -- the Minister of the Housing Corporation, 
because it is not his constituency to go over to . . .  

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Okay, come on, slow down there, dad. 

MR. CURLEY: . . .  Eskimo Point and so on. The reason I am asking you the question 
is that there seems to be a lack of firm leadership in the government as to who 
is really calling the shots. , Is the Leader of the Elected Executive in charge 
of making final recommentations to the Minister of Indian Affairs or do you 
make the final decision as to whether you are going to shuffle their positions 
or not? Because it is unclear to many of us. 
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Further Return To Question 21-82(2) : Reshuffling Of Executive Committee 
Portfolios 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, I think I can clear up that matter very 
quickly. There is no need for me or for my colleagues to make reference to 
the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development with regard to the 
assignment of portfolios within the territorial government. That is a 
responsibility that has been passed to me and I accept that responsibility 
and in carrying it out lean very, very heavily upon the advice of the Members 
of the Executive Committee which you have chosen. 

The Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development -- the present Minister, 
and his predecessors -- did place one control on this, and that was that any 
changes or assignment of portfolios beyond those already assigned were to be 
raised with him. In other words, the portfolios that I hold and that the 
Deputy Commissioner holds are not to be reassigned without seeking his advice, 
but for changes of portfolios within the present allotments, that matter is 
entirely up to myself and my colleagues. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Noah. 

Question 22-82(2): Calm Air's Level Of Service In The Keewatin 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question to the 
Commissioner. On May 20th there will be a public hearing in Rankin Inlet. 
Calm Air Limited has been having public hearings and it seems like the 
Commissioner or his other colleagues or departments have never attended these 
public hearings. You do not seem to be too concerned about the Keewatin region. 
Calm Air Limited is too small for the Keewatin region and the Manitoba area. 
Also, in the springtime, it goes to Yellowknife once a week from the Keewatin 
region. Before we used to have Transair. The natives and non-natives hardly 
ever made any complaints concerning the Transair but riqht now the Commi�sioner 
or the other departments, it seems like you are not too concerned about the 
Keewatin region. 

We know that the Commissioner is assigned by the federal government and he 
has to also help the Keewatin region because we have to be really prepared 
and Calm Air Limited rates are too high. I would like to know if the 
Commissioner can support the Keewatin region people regarding the Calm Air 
Limited rates or airplanes. This has to be really considered now because 
the Keewatin people are not really happy with Calm Air Limited planes. I 
would like to know what comments you have, Mr. Commissioner. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Noah, you were stretching the limits of your question 
extremely far that time. Will you try and keep to a question rather than 
to a position? Mr. Commissioner. 

Return To Question 22-82(2) : Calm Air's Level Of Service In The Keewatin 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Well, Mr. Speaker, I am not aware of the public hearings 
that are going on now. I did not know that they were public hearings. I 
believed that there were more meetings between officials of Calm Air and the 
people of the Keewatin. However, the Hon. Kane Tologanak may have further 
knowledge as to whether they are indeed hearings before the Canadian Transport 
Commission. I would like tq add, thouqh, that in the matter of the provision 
of air transportation in Canada, and of course including the Keewatin, the 
Canadian Transport Commission, which is a federal government agency, still 
has full and complete authority. Now, that is not to say that the Government 
of the Northwest Territories cannot petition that agency to change the level 
of service or to try and effect a different style or level of air service in 
the Keewatin. I want to assure the Member that we are very, very much concerned 
with the provision of air services, both in hi� area and throughout the 
Northwest Territories. 
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The matter of the size of airplane and the cost of operation, though, are 
matters that are looked at very carefully by the Canadian Transport Commission, 
the Air Transport Committee, which is part of that commission. I know it seems 
to residents that the frequency of travel and the size of airplanes should 
go up, but the company simply cannot operate aircraft of larger sizes or more 
frequency if they are going to lose money. They have to either break even or 
make a profit. It is up to the Air Transport Committee to examine whether 
or not they feel that their rates are such that it permits them to do either 
one of those things, break even or make a profit. 

I thought that the matter of air service in the Keewatin had been reviewed 
very carefully a year ago. I know that in the meantime there has been a lot 
of cost increases in all air services and we are particularly concerned, I 
think, in every area and perhaps maybe the area of greatest concern has been 
in the Central Arctic where we have seen a lot of price increases and certainly 
those price increases have affected every part of the Territories. 

At the special debate, Mr. Speaker, that is being held next week, I believe, 
some of those questions might be put to some of the operators and I am sure 
they will be. I do not believe that Calm Air is going to be there, but I 
think we will get a reflection of why the costs seem to be so high and if 
indeed improper costs are being passed along to the people. I would just 
conclude by saying that, yes, the territorial government would like to examine 
this latest round of discussions and see if we can offer any help or support. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Tologanak, have you any point with regard to 
whether these were actual public hearings or other types of hearings? 

Further Return To Question 22-82(2) : Calm Air's Level Of Service In The 
Keewatin 

HON. KANE TOLOGANAK: Mr. Speaker, I am not aware that the hearings are the 
official hearings of the CTC or the Air Transport Committee. I just want to 
explain that my department officials keep a very close tab and review from 
time to ti�e ·any applications that are made by the air lines, whether it is 
regional or territorial-wide air lines. We do send officials to these hearings 
to observe and as well take part or as witnesses at times to these hearings, 
and I will assure the Member that I will look into the questions he has raised 
at this time and report back to the House later on today. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I would just like to help the Commissioner out a 
bit and the Minister responsible for Government Services. The public hearings 
are actually taking place a week from this coming Saturday at Rankin Inlet, 
on the 19th and 20th, of the ATC with respect to a number of licence applications 
by Calm Air, Keewatin Air and our company and other companies are objecting 
to it. Also I would just like to indicate that the public hearings will move 
down to Churchill, Manitoba on the 30th of the month and if the government 
is going to represent the people, it has to act today. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mrs. Sorensen. 

Question 23-82(2) : Transfer Of Responsibilities For DPW, Personnel And 
Information Departments 

MRS. SORENSEN: My question, Mr� Speaker, is prompted by something that 
Mr. Parker said in response to an earlier question of Mr. Curley's. Mr. Parker, 
this House is on record as having supported by motion, at least twice, the 
transferral or devolvement of the departmental responsibilities for DPW, 
Personnel and Information, from both yourself as Commissioner and the Deputy 
Commissioner, to our elected Members. Has an approach therefore been made to 
the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development seeking approval for 
such a transfer? 
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Return To Question 23-82(2) : Transfer Of Resp onsibi l ities For DPW, Personne l 
And I nformation Departments 

COMM I SSI ONER PARKER: Mr. Sp eaker, yes. 

M R. SPEAKER: Sup p l ementary, Mrs. Sorensen. 

Sup p l ementary To Question 23-82(2 ) :  Transfer Of Responsibi l ities For DPW, 
Personne l And I nformation Departments 

MRS. SORENSEN: May I ask, then, Mr. Parker, what the resp onse of the M inister 
has been to that formal request? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Further Return To Question 23-82(2) : Transfer Of Resp onsib il ities For DPW, 
Personnel And I nformation Departments 

COMMI SS I ONER PARKER: Mr. Sp eaker, in light of the fact that the Minister, as 
is well known, is di scussing constitutional development in the Northwest 
Territories with his coll eagues in cab inet, he has asked me to take no action 
on further transfers at the present time whil e this discussion is under way. 
I might add that he has indicated to me that the discussion is going on right 
at the present time and although I cannot predict the concl usion date, I 
would suspect that perhaps in another month he wil l have reached some 
conclusion with his coll eagues and b e  ab l e  to give me final instructions. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mrs. Sorensen. 

Sup plementary To Question 23-82(2) : Transfer Of Responsib il ities For DPW,  
Personnel And I nformation Departments 

MRS. SORENSEN : Woul d you say then, Mr. Commissioner, that the Legisl ature 
of the Northwest Territories has then b een denied resp onsib l e  government b y  
the Minister of I ndian Affairs and Northern Devel op ment? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Further Return To Question 23-82(2) : Transfer Of Resp onsib il ities For DPW, 
Personnel And I nformation Departments 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: The answer, Mr. Sp eaker, is no. 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions. That ap pears to have cleared I tem 3. 

I tem 4, questions and returns. 

I TEM NO. 4: QUESTIONS AND RETURNS 

Written questions. Ms Cournoyea. 

Question 24-82(2) :  Hol dup Of New General Devel opment Agreement 

MS COURNOYEA: I have a written question to the Minister of Economic Develop ment. 
Since the Department of Economic Devel op ment and Tourism has not b een ab le to 
conclude a general develop ment agreement with the federal government, wil l 
the Minister p l ease inform tM is Assemb l y  of the nature of the issues holding 
up the agreement? I s  the federal government concerned ab out the amount of 
money to be  committed , the p ast p erformance of GOA prog rams, the types of 
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programs being suggested, or the inability of the Department of Economic 
Development and Tourism to properly administer the program? Given the 
importance of this agreement for the Territories, particularly the hunters 
and trappers, would the Minister provide a status report to this Assembly 
by May 18th in order that we may deal with this pressing issue in an appropriate 
fashion? 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Written questions. Are there any returns today? 
Returns . 

Item 5 on your agenda, petitions . 

Item 6, tabling of documents. 

ITEM NO. 6: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I wish to table a couple of documents with respect 
to the special committee on education's draft proposals for consideration of 
the Members of the House. 

Tabled Document 8-82(2) , An Ordinance Respecting the Establishment of the 
Arctic College. 

Tabled Document 9 -82(2) , An Ordinance Respecting the Establishment of the 
Department of Education. 

These are just for consideration by Members if and when the recommendations 
were to be approved so that we would have something to refer to in the fall 
or whenever the government decides to move certain amendments . Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Curley. Tabling of documents. Mr. Braden. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: In accordance with section 39 of the Interpretation 
Ordinance, Mr . Speaker, I table Tabled Document 10-82(2) , Consolidated 
Regulations of the Northwest Territories: Numbers 11 and 12 of Volume II ; 
and Number l of Volume III of Part I of the Northwest Territories Gazette ; 
Number 6 of Volume II of Part II of the Northwest Territories Gazette ; and 
I ndices of the Regulations of the Northwest Territories, Statutory Instruments 
and Appointments Made Pursuant to the Ordinances of the Northwest Territories 
that Have Been Made between 2nd February, 1 9 82 to 30th April, 19 82. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Tabling of documents. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I wish to table three documents. These documents 
are tabled to assist Members during the consideration of the report of the 
special committee: 

Tabled Document 13-82(2) , Special Committee Recommendations, Administrative 
Structure. 

Tabled Document 11-82(2) , An Ordinance to Establish the Northwest Territories 
Trustee Association. 

Tabled Document 12-82(2) , An Ordinance to Amend the Education Ordinance. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Tab) ing of documents. 

Item 7, reports of standing and special committees. 

Item 8, notices of motion. 
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ITEM N O . 8: N OT I CES O F  M OTIO N 

Mr. Pa tterson. 

N otice Of Motion 4-82 ( 2 ) :  Ea stern Arctic Air Carrier Witnesses 

H O N .  DEN NIS PATTERSO N :  Tha nk you ,  Mr . Spea ker . I give notice tha � on Monday, 
M a y 17, I will move: N ow therefore, I move that  the su bject " Ea stern Arctic 
a ir carriers -- policies, prices a nd services 1 1  be considered in committee of 
the whole as the first item of business on M a y 19, 1982. Thank you . 

M R. SPEAKER: Tha nk you .  N otices of motion . Mrs. Sorensen . 

Notice Of Moti on 5-82 ( 2 ) :  N CPC And  Penner R e� 

M RS. SO REN SEN : Tha nk you ,  Mr. Speaker . I wish to serve notice of motion 
that  on M a y  18 I will move the following: 

N ow therefore, I move, seconded by the Member for Keewa tin Sou th, tha t this 
Legislative Assembly convey to the cha irm a n  of the su bcommittee its 
congratulations on a well written report a nd in particu lar, tha t this 
Legislature commend ou r M Ps, Da ve Nickerson a nd Peter Ittinu ar, for their 
contribu tion on the su bcommittee on behalf of northerners ; 

And further, tha t  this Legisla tu re recommend to the Minister of Energy that  
he requ est a meeting with the federal  Minister of India n Affa irs a nd N orthern 
Development and the federa l Minister of Energy to express this Legisla ture's 
su pport for the recommenda tions a nd to determine whether they will su pport 
a nd recommend approva l  of the recommenda tions to ca binet ; 

And fu rther, that  the Minister of Energy send a copy of the su bcom mittee's 
recommenda tions, with a covering letter ou tlining the motions rela ting to 
N CPC a nd pa ssed by this Legisla t u re, expressing our firm su pport of the 
report ' s  recommendations, to a ll ca binet M i nisters and  e xpres si no our hope 
that  they will su pport a nd a pprove the recommenda tions when they are discu ssed 
in ca binet . 

M R .  SPEAKE R: Tha nk you .  Notices of motion . La st ca ll . Notices of motion . 

I tem 9, notices of motion for first rea ding of bills . 

ITEM N O .  9: N O TICES O F  M OTIO N F O R  F IRST READING O F  BILLS 

Mr. Bu tters. 

N otice Of  Motion F or First Rea ding O f  Bill 6- 82 ( 2 ) : Student Financia l 
Assista nce Ordina nce 

HO N .  TO M BUTTERS: Mr . Spea ker, I give notice that  on M onday, M a y 17, 1982, 
I shall move tha t  Bill 6-82 ( 2 ) , An Ordinance Respecting Stu dent Fina ncia l 
Assista nce, be rea d for the first time. 

M R. SPEAKER: Tha nk you .  N otices of motion for first rea ding of bills . It 
seems that the wrong side of the ta ble ga ve tha t la st notice. 

H O N . ARN OLD McCALLUM: Wipe it off, da d .  

M R .  SPEAKER: Item 10 , motio'ns . 

I TEM N O . 10 : M OTIO NS 

Motion l-82 ( 2 ) .  Ms Cou rnoyea . 
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Motion 1-82(2): Extension Of Sitting Hours 

MS COURNOY EA: 
this motion. 

Mr. Speake r ,  the r e  has be e n  a mistake made on the se conde r of 
Motion for th e extension of sitting hours: 

WHEREAS the r e  is much busine ss to be done at this se ssion ; 

AND WHEREAS it is desirable to comple te the business of this session 
as e xpe ditiously as possibl e ;  

NO W THEREFORE , I mov e that this Legislativ e Asse mbly authorize Mr.  Spe ake r 
to se t such additional morning , e v ening and Satur day sitting hours as 
may be r equired  to complete the busine ss of this se ssion as e xpe ditiously 
as possible . 

The motion is seconde d by Kane Tologanak . 

MR. SPEAKER: Y our motion is in orde r . Pr oce e d. 

Motion 1-82(2) , Car rie d  

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question being called. All those in fav our? Opposed? The 
motion is car rie d. 

---Car ried 

The orde rs of the day show Motion 2-82(2) . That was de alt with ye ste rday. 
This then would conclude motions at this time . 

Item 11 , intr oduction of bills f or first re ading. 

Item 12 , second r eading of bills. 

Ite m 13 ,  conside ration in committe e of the whole of bil ls , r ecommendations 
to the Legislatur e  and othe r matte r s. 

ITEM NO. 13:  CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF BILLS , RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE LEGISLATURE AND OTHER MATTERS 

Table d D ocument 2-82(2) , Learning: Tradition and Change in the Northw est 
Te r ritories ,  r eport of the special committe e on education. Mr. Patte rson. 

Re signation Of Mr . Patte rson F r om Spe cial Committe e On Education 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: I rise on a point of privile ge , Mr . Spe ake r ,  to tende r 
my r esignation as a Me mbe r of the spe cial committe e on e ducation. This should 
not be taken as a lack of support on my part f or the r ecommendations of the 
committe e ,  but rathe r as a recognition of the fact that I would be r esponsible 
as a Me mbe r of the Executiv e Committe e  for acting on the r ecomme ndations once 
they are  conside red  by this House. Thank you , Mr. Speake r.  Finally , L ynda . 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr . Ministe r .  Be tte r late than ne v e r  I pr esume,  
Mr . Patte rson. Mr. Butte rs. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Not r e ally. 

HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Spe ake r ,  may I hav e unanimous conse nt to g o  back to 
notice s of motion f or first re ading of bills , si r? 
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MR. SPEAKE R :  Nay has been registered . Unanimous consent has been refused . 
We will resolve into the committee of the whole, with Mr . Fraser in the chair, 
to deal with the report of the special committee on education, 1 1 Learning: 
Tradition and Change in the N orthwest Territories 1 1

• Mr . Fraser . 

PROCEEDIN GS IN COM MITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CON SIDER TABLED DOCUMEN T 2 -8 2 ( 2 ) ,  
LEARN IN G: TRADITION AN D CHAN GE IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Fraser ) :  Can we call the committee to order to consider 
Tabled Document 2 -8 2 ( 2 ) ,  Learning : Tradition and Change in the N orthwest 
Territories, report of the special committee on education . Mr . Curley, I 
take it you are the co-chairman of this report . You would possibly want to 
make some opening remarks now and could you maybe after your remarks ask us 
how you want us to deal with this? Thank you . Mr. Curley . 

MR . CURLEY: Thank you, Mr . Chairman . Yes . We regret to say that my co-chairman, 
Bruce McLaughlin, is not here . He is down in Toronto, involved in a very 
important meeting, assisting Joe Clark in trying to find a solution to our 
economic problems . 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: Can you imagine that? The blind leading the blind . 

Co-Chairman Mr. Curley 1 s Comments 

MR .  CURLEY: Yes, not bad . Mr . Chairman, you know, we Members of the committee 
are glad to finally arrive at this moment to debate the special committee 1 s 
report . It has taken us about two and a half years up to today to finally 
get into the position where we can now at least all ow each Member of the House 
to comment on the report and possibly offer suggestions to the whole problem 
that we have with respect to education . 

Before I go on, I think today we would just like to allow each Member to have 
introductory remarks . We would first of all I think like to have the other 
Members of the special committee make opening remarks and then open it up to 
the floor for other Members to comment, but before I g o  on asking others, I 
would j ust like to express the feeling of the committee is that we have a 
mandate which will now pretty well conclude this session, the special committee 
on education. If we have to extend or delay in considering the recommendations 
we will have to consider whether we want to keep the special committee right 
up to the fall or not . 

Our feeling is that we should devolve here and then allow the department -- once 
the recommendations have been dealt with by the House -- allow the Minister 
and h is officials or any other committees that might be established to carry 
out the implementation and schedule of implementation put in place before we 
actually disappear. The advantage to tha t  is because if the committee continues 
to exist up until the fall session when the possible legislative changes are 
going to be considered we would actually be carrying out the role of the 
department and we do not want to have to do that . 

The tendency now from the public is that the special committee Members are the 
ones that must be approached for any possible changes with respect to the 
regu l atory and legislative changes as a result of our report , but my feeling is 
that this will be very much u� to the Minister of Education and the Executive 
Committee to carry out the implementation once the recommendations have been 
dealt with by the House . The special committee does not want to have to be 
involved in actually carrying out the implementation part. We actually 
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will be a sking the committee to a pprove tha t  a ta sk force committee be struck 
f rom the public at la rge to assist the Minister a nd that ta sk force be 
responsible to the Minister of Educa tion and report to the House through the 
Minister of Educa tion . Tha t  would be one of the things tha t  we would like to 
see. 

Among the other things tha t  we ha ve, we rea lize tha t there is some concern 
f rom the Members of the Western Arctic a nd Yellowknife a rea tha t we a re rushing 
this report a nd tha t  there a re feelings tha t  they would like to consider the 
whole report in the f a ll session so tha t  some Members a nd the public a t  la rge 
ca n respond to it. Our thinking is tha t we will not likely be prepa red to 
do tha t, because it has ta ken us two a nd a half yea rs to deal  with this a nd 
it should have been the role of other MLAs to dea l with their constituencies 
a bout the work tha t we ha ve been doing. I rea lize tha t  not a ll MLAs ca n 
explain wha t  is rea lly involved here, but I think the procedure of a ny report 
is tha t  once the House has dea lt with it, it goes ba ck to the government a nd 
then the government is norma lly responsible for priorizing a ll the contents 
in a ny pa rticula r report once they ha ve been approved. 

Involvement Of The Public 

Also, I a m  awa re tha t  there a re some unof ficia l spokesmen within the government 
tha t  a re not plea sed with our report. I ca n call them " the Senate of the N WT " ,  
but I think it is beca use o f  my f a ilure a s  a co-chairma n to give credit to 
those who have ha d long involvement in the educa tion. I regret to sa y tha t. 
I a m  not trying to undermine a ny of these long-time northern or former citizens 
who ha ve been involved, but I think the day has a r rived where the public 
expects certa in cha nge a nd the public toda y is, I think, a lot more intelligent 
or wha tever a nd they a re more prepa red to dea l with ma jor problems tha n  10 
yea rs a go, for instance. We would have never expected the public to a ctua lly 
ha ve very much involvement a s  we went a bout a nd ca r ried out the public hea rings. 
The public wa s very much interested. They were involved a nd if you look a t  
the bibliogr a phy o f  the report, you will see if you look a t  the a ppendices 
the list of pa rticpa nts and the kinds of briefs tha t the public ha s g iven us 
and wha t  subjects they have pr esented to us in these pa rticula r briefs. All 
these minutes of the public hea rings were considered by our resea rch sta f f  
a s  well as  the committee, for each meeting tha t we have had throughout the 
yea r.  We have met in ma ny pla ces considering the report a s  we compiled this 
thing a nd we have considered every ma j or presen t a t i on 's subj ect a rea through 
our committee. 

We on the committee ha ve never been given a recommenda tion by our sta f f  tha t  
we j ust a dopted. That wa s not the ca se a nd I ma de it clea r to every one of 
our sta f f  members that the role of the specia l  committee wa s ma inly a politica l  
one. We ha d to give a direction to the government a nd a nything tha t  we can 
do to improve the pa rticula r problem in educa tion -- we ha d to be convinced 
there was a need a nd we were a ble to, I think, work very well in tha t because 
we did not attempt to be a ca demics, pa rticula rly myself. I am not an aca demic 
a nd I did not wa nt to pretend to be one either, but we ha ve Members like 
Dennis P a tterson who has tra ining in the lega l a rea who was a ble to help us 
quite a bit, and we ha ve Members like the Member, Robert Sayine, who is a ble 
to contribute the feelings of the Dene people. We welcome his contribution. 
And Nellie Cournoyea, f rom this pa rt of the a rea , who, I think, is very 
f a milia r with the Depa rtment of Educa tion. Although she is not involved, 
she knows the people involved, she knows the feeling of the community. So 
I think the work we ca r ried out was quite worth-while. Bruce McLaughlin gave 
us a lot of help in expressing the feelings of the southern Mackenzie a nd 
the other concentr a ted commun� ties. 
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Stan dard Of Educatio n Must Be I mproved 

So , Mr. Chairman , we are pleased to fin ally have arrived at this m o men t to 
deal with this im p ortant document. I think we exp ect to hear a lo t o f  
dissatisfactio n with the kin d of  overhaul that w e  are trying t o  reco m mend , 
but I think if y ou  really lo o k  at the North, I do n o t think we can im prove 
the system an d reall y have an effective educatio n al system un less we make 
so me maj or changes. Otherwise, it will co ntinue to be a seco n d-class ty pe  
of  educatio n al o p p ortun ity for  our y o ung peo ple. I wan t y o u  to  lo o k  at it 
in a way that is m ore p ositive than negative, although there will be arguments 
that there are all kin ds of  fin an cial co m plicatio ns. I think our educatio n al 
system in the whole of  the Northwest Territories, if it were im proved, deserves 
to have so me in crease in the financial spendin g. 

So I thin k if we fin ally get around  to really an alysing each of  the 
reco mmendatio ns, we will likely see that in order to carry out the kin d  of  
service the public needs, we must expect that there will be so me in crease in  
the public spen ding, but I ho p e  that it will n o t create any o ther problems 
to the present programs that are working effectively and to so me of  the scho o l  
boards that are doing a pretty go od  j o b .  We do n o t want t o  see that they be 
degraded or, y ou kn o w, that the stan dards be lo wered at all. The message of  
the rep ort is that there must be an  im provemen t and  the stan dard of  educatio n  
must be im proved an d then fin ally, that the p eo p le involved in the communities 
an d the regio ns must have much, much m o re co n trol as to how the educatio n is 
run in their area. So fin ally, Mr . Chairm an , Nellie Co urn oyea, I thin k, w o uld 
like to make so me in tro ductory remarks an d I will allo w the other Members to 
go o n  from  there. Thank y o u. 

CH AIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Than k y o u ,  Mr. Curley. Ms Co urnoyea. 

Ms Courn oyea's Commen ts 

MS COU RNOYEA:  Than k y ou very much, Mr. Chairman. I w o uld like to say than k 
y ou very much to the Members o n  the sp ecial co mmittee f o r  taking o n  the task 
of  the im p ortan t part of  the life of  the peo p le here in the Northwest 
Territories , in tryin g to m ove to ward what we co n sider a changin g n orthern 
society and ho w we have tried to work in trying to develo p the co n trol an d 
the kin d of  feelings prim arily that native peo p le have. 

I, f or  o n e, co ntinue to say that I do n o t  pay p articularly high attentio n 
to the needs, p o ssibly, o f  transient p eo p le who co me in to the Territories 
main ly because I have always felt that their needs were well taken care o f  
an d perhaps, with Mr. Curley's remarks as well about maybe n o t  co mmunicatin g 
an d laying do w n  fears fro m the sen ate, I have n o t  been able to co n tribute 
exten sively to that. The reaso n being is that right fro m the very begin n ing  
o n  taking o n  this task , I felt that we had o ne  very stro ng  difficulty in 
trying to bring our peo p le in to what was hap pening in the Northwest Territo ries 
an d at the same time, to try to feel an d provide a ro ad where y oun g p eo ple 
can receive an academic training that is high quality an d that is usable to 
them in their o w n  en viro n men t. At the same time, it was a bit dif ficult 
because we ha d to co nsider that, fro m time to time , a n umber of  our students 
would like to be m o bile m o ving into other p arts of  Can ada , but by an d large, 
the maj ority of  our peo ple are staying in the Northwest Territories. They 
are making their life here an d they are building a so ciety and try in g to 
co pe with those chan ges that are n ot necessarily brought o n  by the in vitatio n 
of  the aboriginal peo p le of  this area but because of  the needs o f  the rest 
of  the peo ple of Can ada . I �ould like to say that I am very proud of  the 
peo ple of  the Western Arctic, in particular, because f o r  many , man y y ears back 
we have been able to try to sustain our iden tity an d our strength within ho w 
the make-up of  this regio n is go in g to be. I t  has n o t  been easy , and  educatio n 
is always playing a maj or p art. The educatio nal system , as far as I am 
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concerned , has neglected to draw together what people bel i eve i s  a proper 
role to play i n  the commun i ty ,  the di gn i ty that the elders w i sh to i nst i l  i n  
young people , and the pla i n academ i c  requ i rements and the process that 
i nd i v i duals have to go through to ach i eve a place i n  todays soci ety . 

E d ucati on From Parents And The Env i ronment 

To me , educat i on has never been only i n  a school. As a matter of fact , I spent 
very l i ttle t i me i n  a school. But educat i on i s  somethi ng that at  the beg i nni ng 
was brought out to the people -- and perhaps we could cr i t i c i ze many of the 
mi ss i onari es for the shrouded way that they brought educati on wi th the 
connotati on of reli g i on -- but what was close to the people i n  that t i me i s  
that the rel i g i ous aspects seemed to relate very closel y  to the qual i ty of 
people that nat i ve people wanted w i th i n the i r  own soc i ety. The qual i t y  of 
people were the ones that had the educati on to surv i ve ,  they had the educat i on 
to know the i r  land , they had the di gn i ty to carry themselves well i n  the i r 
soc i ety. How they d i d th i s  i s  because they had a very good educati on from 
the i r parents. They had a very good educat i on from the env i ronment wh i ch 
they l i ved i n  by us i ng the area , by be i ng i nvolved and by rece i v i ng i nstructi ons 
from elders and from people who really knew the i r bus i ness , and that bus i ness 
was to li ve here and to surv i ve. 

Over the number of years that the system has evolved , the people have undergone 
many changes that have been brought about by the requ i rement of what we are 
told that we need i f  we are to adapt to a southern soc i ety , and I bel i eve i n  
mov i ng i n  that di rect i on ,  we have neglected certai n  elements that w i ll allow 
people to put together the real i ssue of l i v i ng. I have seen many people 
who have gone through the system who have lost the i r  i dent i ty to the i r l a n d , 
to the i r parents , to the i r grandparents and to the good q ual i ty of l i v i ng .  
I do not beli eve , and I have never bel i eved , that i n  order to achi eve an 
academ i c  standi ng ,  read i ng ,  wri t i ng and math , that those two thi ngs should 
have been spli t apart. 

Commun i ty Control Of Educati on 

In deal i ng w i th the speci al commi ttee on educati on ,  I have tri ed to look at 
ways , tr i ed to explore ways w i th many of the communi ty people , on how we can 
bri ng the control of educati on to a communi ty and a reg i onal level where maj or 
dec i s i ons could be made on what ch i ldren w i ll be learn i ng ,  how they w i ll be 
taught , and what standards w i ll be set . I do not beli eve that the educati onal 
system should be built around the educators , but i t  should be bui lt around the 
communi ty and the style of l i v i ng that the commun i ty has to face each day of 
the i r l i ves. The academi c  system has not produced the k i nd of people that 
we r� qu i re to deal w i th many of the techni cal th i ngs that come up from day to 
day. We do not have lawyers , we do not have doctors ; we have  one we are very 
proud of ,  but we have not been able to prod uce the level of educati on that 
could be used i n  th i s  part i cular env i ronment.  

In deal i ng w i th t�e recommendat i ons that we are presenti ng to you , I hope that 
you w i ll keep i n  m i nd that bas i cally the fai l ure of th� system has been �hat 
they have not been able to t i e the people to an educati onal system that i s _ 
totally mean i ngful .  People go to school w i th re� uctance , parents send th� i r  
ch i ldren to school w i th reluctance , people quest i on what the end pro?uct i s .  
Ta i k i ng to educators , talk i pg to teachers , i s  often di ff i cult fro� t i me to 
t i me and the commun i ty breakdown w i th these two groups of people i s  probably 
one of the  mai n real i ssues that have caused the educati onal system _ not �o be 
as successfu l as i t  could hav e  been. It was d i ff i cult to place _ or i dent i fy 
ways and means where you could br i ng peo�le i n  !rom _ the So�th � 1 th the pro�er 
mental ab i li ty to deal w i th northern i ssues , pr i mari ly nat i ve i ssues. It 1 s  
d i ff i cult to br i dge. that gap , but i t  i s  one that we had the greatest struggle 
w i th because we are not produc i ng and we have not produced the necessary 
teachers to move i nto the sch ool system. 
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As for the time a nd the process tha t  we set up to dea l  with the ma tters on 
educa tion a nd a t  wha t  time fra me tha t  we ha ve set to complete our work, I 
b elieve that it was very importa nt to do this. To the people a nd the 
communities who are sending in some letters sa ying tha t they need more time, 
I would like to assure them tha t  the issues tha t  will b e  deb a ted a t  this 
session a re not the end of the ma tter. Their educa tion on how slowly 
government moves is prob a b ly the b est educa tion they ha ve. So, the time 
between now and October will be a time when they can meet with their MLAs, 
they ca n ta lk to the Minister of Educa tion a nd they continue to receive 
informa tion and have deb a te over this issue. 

I believe it is importa nt a t  this time to ha ve the rest of the Memb ers of the 
Legisla tive Assemb ly put forth their views . If we dela y the deb a te of the 
issue on the recommenda tions, then in October we will ha ve the sa me lack of 
informa tion. I believe the deb a tes over the next few days in rega rd to the 
recommenda tions tha t  we a re presenting will allow communities to b e  a b le to 
experience the views of other Memb ers, a ll a cross the Northwest Territories . 

Input Of Communities Into Specia l Report 

I would like to include further tha t  when we were having our meetings in the 
communities -- I would like to sa y a special thank you to those people who 
turned up a nd who laid those issues on the line a nd who from time to time 
ha ve ha d to say some emb a rra ssing things a bout their own persona l ina b ility 
to overcome the a ca demic educational  system. I would like to sa y to those 
people, who often excused themselves b eca use they did not receive the a ca demic 
skills, that they should never ha ve apologized to us beca use they could not 
spea k in a ma nner tha t  they felt they could have if they ha d gone to school. 
These people who ca me out oftentimes were not people who ha d spent a grea t 
dea l of time within a system. They were parents of young people, they were 
gra ndpa rents, a nd they were people trying to ma ke a socia l well-being within 
their communit y and they were often a sking themselves the question, ''Wha t did 
they do wrong? " beca use they felt sincerely when they sent their children to 
school tha t  what would come b a ck to the community wa s a b etter equipped person, 
not only a ca demica lly but in va lues ; they thought their children would come 
b a ck with strength a nd good work ha b its a nd they did not see this. Those 
were many of the questions tha t  were put to us a nd oftentimes the pa rents 
b la med themselves a nd they did not know how they could help. Wha t did they 
do wrong?  It was not too often tha t  people really, sincerely were tota lly 
nega tive a bout the requirement of young people to receive a n  a ca demic educa tion, 
but the real  concern \,\1 a s, " How do we build a group of people tha t we can be  
proud of,  who ha ve good va lues, who a re sincere a nd who will ta ke wha t they 
lea rn b ack to the community a nd use it a longside of the older people in the 
community? 1 1  

Ea sier To Lea rn The Bad Things Of The New Society 

One elderly person ma de this sta tement very clea rly a nd he sa id , " Why is it 
easier for young people to lea rn the b a d things of this new society? Why do 
they lea rn very quickly the poor style of livi ng when a ll the books tha t we 
rea d and a re put to us in school genera lly ha ve f a irly good English and f a i rly 
good la ngua ge, but wha t ha ve we got? Children who use b a d  la ngua ge, c hil dren 
who have no respect for their pa rents, children who do not even rea lly speak 
good English, and children who ha ve not and do not want to contribute to the 
communi ty a nd a re generally la zy . " 

When we were looking a t  the system tha t the community people were ta l king a b out 
we tried to put those two C Q ncerns together , beca use I b e l ieve tha t  th e people 
who were delivering the a ca demic educa tional system were trying to do the 
b est they could with the a b ility they ha d and with the knowledge tha t  they ha d. 
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However, I hope that what we are trying to put to the Legis lative A s s embly 
and the chan ges that we are en deavouring to make will not b e  too late ; that 
the forces to retain the s tatus quo will not overcome the work that has gone 
into thes e recommendation s from the communities . 

I b elieve that the matter of education an d how that s hould be  delivered has 
b een long outs tan ding an d it has b een a s truggle an d it is a s truggle for 
everyone. When we try to make thes e  changes,  oftentimes when we en counter 
the people who are in the s y s tem the senate says,  1 1 Well, we have all thos e 
problems acros s Can ada . They are s uffering the problems all over Can ada . 1 1  

Well, I am not s atis fied with that . I do not think that we, as the people 
of the Northwes t  Territories ,  can s olve all of Can ada 1 s prob lems , but with the 
limited population that we have an d the res ources that we have I b elieve we 
can try to s olve our problems an d even if they are the s ame, it is no  excus e  
not to do an ythin g .  Thank you. 

CHAIRMA N (Mr . Fras er) : Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Mr . Sayine, do you care to 
make s ome remarks?  

Mr. Sayine 1 s Comments 

MR. SA VINE: Than k you, Mr . Ch airman .  J us t  briefly, I would like to s ay that 
I was very happy to have s erved on the s pecial committee on education an d 
that I would like to than k the Memb ers and als o  all the commun ities where we 
vis ited with the pub lic an d the local education authorities an d perhaps even 
all the s taff of education that have taken part in it . It has b een quite an 
experien ce to me b ecaus e I have n ever b een involved in s omething like this 
and I gues s I really learn ed a lot from all the public meetings that we have 
had. I would like to s ay that even in my own con s tituency I gues s there are 
people that are really n ot that s atis fied with the report, but except for 
two or three thin gs which are pretty min or an yway that can be  eas ily changed, 
as far as my con s tituen cy is concerned I thin k they are happy. In gen eral, 
they are quite happy with th e report, mainly b ecaus e of the control it is  
going to give to the people in communities an d divisional b oards , you kn ow, 
if they do go ahead an d are created. So, I am not going to s ay too much in 
my remarks , b ut I am pretty s ure Memb ers are waitin g to get on to it, so I 
will jus t  s ay that for the time b eing. Than k you. 

CHAIRMA N (Mr . Fras er) : Thank you, Mr. Sayin e. We will take a 15 min u te 
coffee break and then we can come b ack an d deal with the report. Than k you. 

-- -SH O RT RECE SS 
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CHA I RMA N ( M r .  Fraser ) :  The Chair recogniz e s  a quorum. I cal l the committe e  
back to order .  E v e n though ou r M inister of Education has of ficial l y  re signe d ,  
I am going to l et him giv e some opening remarks  on this re port . 
Mr. De nnis Patterson , pl ease . 

Mr . Patterson ' s  Comme nts 

H O N . DE N NIS P A TTE RSO N:  Thank you , Mr . Chairman. There has b e e n a gre at concern 
ab out edu cation in the Northwest Territories and I think that, in particu l ar ,  
this Legisl ativ e Asse mb l y  has expressed concern about education as one of its 
first pr i oriti es . That l e d to a u nanimous  resol ution at our Baker Lake se ssion 
some two years ago that the specia l committe e on education b e  estab l ishe d and 
resu l ted in a great deal  of expe nse of both time and money ,  which has l ed to 
this re port. 

Mr. Chairman , one thing I wou l d  l ike to say in general  about this re port is 
that education is a v ery e motiona l issue.  It is v ery close to peopl e 's homes 
and he arts. It arouse s  peop l e ' s passions and de epest f e e l ings , perhaps l ike 
no other su b j ect in the North , e xcept perhaps the issu e of wil d l if e .  This is 
b ecause e v eryone has had some experie nce with education and peopl e f e e l , as a 
resu l t ,  that the y know something about education and that the ir opinions are 
important. They  make v e ry strong de mands on the gov ernment to improv e the 
syste m ,  and I we l come these requ e sts f or change , b ut I wou l d  l ike to say at the 
outset that I think we shou l d  l ook at the recommendations f or extensiv e changes , 
which are contained in this re port , in no way as an indictment of the work and 
de dication and e f fort of the pu b lic serv ants and the E xe cutiv e M e mb ers who 
hav e b e e n  inv ol v ed in estab l ishing the e du cation system  in the N orthwest 
Territorie s. Rather ,  I pre f er to think of the se proposa l s  f or change as 
b u il ding on what has b e e n accompl ishe d to date . I wou l d  like to say that 
p a r t i c u 1 a r 1 y am l o o k i n g f o r w a l' d to t h i s f i r s t c o n s i d er a t i on o f  t he re p or t 
b ecause I b e l ie v e  that we hav e ,  in the M e mb ers of this Legislativ e  Asse mb ly , 
some v ery good expe rience and 1visdom and adv ice to receiv e on what is good ab out 
this re port and on what is not good ab out this re port , and I think particu l ar l y 
of the thre e Executiv e M emb ers who hav e b e en  responsib l e  f or education , who are 
here today , Mr. Butters , Mr. Mccal l um ,  and Mr. P arker , and I l ook forward v ery 
much to their qu estions , re sponse s and constru ctiv e criticism. 

I do not think the re is any way that the M emb ers of the committe e  wou l d  suggest 
that the re port is perf ect and shou l d b e  adopted in a l l its respects. I think 
I ,  for one , am v e ry much we lcoming some hard que stions and some constructiv e 
criticism on this re port . I wil l j u st me ntion , for e xample , it b ecame v ery 
cl ear earl y on , after the re port was re l ease d ,  that the committe e had not b e en 
specif ic enough i n  addressing the rights of Prote stants or Catho l ics to 
estab l ish se parate school districts. This right is prote c ted under 
paragraph l 3 (r) of the Northwe st T erritorie s Act and I know that it was 
certainl y not intended that these important rights b e  derogate d from in any 
ne w regime. This kind of adv ice and constructiv e comme nts , I think , wil l b e  
of gre at va l ue to the committe e  and to the gov ernment when  it comes time to 
consider the recommendations of this Asse mb l y . 

One othe r thinq I woul d l ike to say , Mr . Chairman , i s  that I re cogniz e that 
b ecause this N i nth Asse mb l y  has b e e n  pressi ng the issu e of education and has , 
I think , i mpose d some rathe r strin g e nt dead l ines on the committe e for re porting , 
b eg i nning with the recomme ndations on gra nts and bursarie s b ut al so with regard 
to the ov eral l system ,  I think al l of us re cogniz e that it is certainl y true 
that not e v ery person in e ach commu nity has rece iv ed a cop y of this re port or 
has had an opportunity to consider it in de tail . 

Opportunity For F urther I nput 

Howe v e r ,  I had an opportunity to discuss this issue recent l y with the B af f in 
Re gi ona l Council and the ir v ie w  was that whil e i nde ed the re port d i d re quire 
more consideration at the community l e v e l , the y were quite conte nt to se e the 
MLAs go ahe ad and consi der the re port at this se ssion . A f te r al l ,  Mr . Chai rman , 
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I believe, and to their credit, that M LAs , other than the Members of the 
s pecial committee, have been very involved in the proces s of public hearings 
of the s p ecial committee and wherever pos s ible the committee was privileged 
to have MLAs from a particular area travel with them in their constituency to 
hear first- hand the views of the public. So I think the MLAs  are particularly 
in a very good p os ition themselves to be aware of the is s ues that have been 
rais ed at the public hearings and to give their advi ce on thes e recommendations 
-- not that the proces s will end here by any means . I think we can all 
recogniz e  that there will be time required to cons ider the matter by the 
government. There will certainly be an op p ortunity for input through one's 
MLA or to the government, if and when legis lation is prepared as  a result of 
these recommendations and I think we s hould not hes itate to give our first 
cons iderations of this rep ort at this ses s ion with the unders tanding that this 
is not the las t  op portunity for input from the public or from the Members of 
the Legis lative A s s embly. 

F inally, Mr. Chairman, jus t  in clos ing, I would like very much to encourage 
all MLAs ,  and p articularly my collea� ue s on the Exccut� ve who have had a lot 
more experience with education than I have, to feel free to exp res s their 
concerns and any criticis ms that they might have . I think they may well have 
a lot to offer and I am very much looking forward to hearing the comments from 
MLAs because it has been a very difficult and long proces s for those of us on 
the committee and we have not been a large committee. Therefore, I am very much 
looking forward to contributions from the other MLAs .  That is all I will s ay 
for now. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fras er) : Thank you, Mr. Patterson .  That concludes opening 
remarks from the Members of the committee . I think right now we will just  open 
the floor for any remarks from the other Members . General comments .  
Mr. Sibbes ton. 

Mr. Sibbes ton's Comments 

MR. SIBBE STON : I am very pleas ed, t oo, to be able to s ay at leas t a number of 
general things on the education committee ' s  rep ort. I jus t  want to talk a 
little bit about having been in Inuvik here s ome 22 or s o  years ago. I came 
to Inuvik here when I was 15 years old . I was brought here by the government, 
not by my choice. I think what had hap pened is that the government had built 
thes e big schools and hos tel s here i n  Inuv ik and t hey found , af ter they had 
brought hundreds of young Inuit kids here, that there was s till a bit of room 
s o  they got a plane from Fort Smith and s tarted down the valley p icking up 
kids ,  literally s hoving us in planes , and we eventually found ours elves over 
here and that is how I ended up s p ending one year here, taking grade nine. I 
played in the gym that we are s itting in here and did all the things that 
ordinary boys that age did. I was glad that s ince I have come back I have 
s een a number of former friends -- s ome of them, I may s ay, girls -- and I s aw 
one girl I remember chas ing down the hallway up s tairs for s ome good reas ons , 
not bad motives , as you might think. 

---Laughter 

But in thos e days , 22 years or s o  ago, education was handled by the federal 
government and at that time I think the federal government had the attitude 
that they were going to educate the young peop le of the North for work in the 
South. There was not too much res pect or recognition of native languages ,  
cultures , and northern his tory and things like that. It was an Alberta 
curriculum imposed on the North with the idea that s hould anybody get beyond 
grade nine, or any of the hig her grades ,  they woul d not think of s taying in 
the North, but they would likely go to the civiliz ed p arts of Canada and work 
there. So I think that is what the federal government thought . I can very 
well remember in the s chool, 1959-60, in our science course, s p ending all winter 
p ractically, s tudying about Alberta . In the science course we studied about 
all the various tyo es of s oils in Alberta, the different typ es of wheat and the 
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differen t types of cat tle an d so fort h .  I t  did not make much sense b ecause it 
was usually ab out 60 below here in I n uvik and those lands and wheat fields and 
an imals were far away south, b ut yet this was necessary and we even tually wrote 
the Alberta departmen tal exams. When I thin k back, mayb e the only thing that I 
gain ed from that is that I even tually married a girl from Alberta and we could 
disc uss wheat and various types of soil, so we had something in common to  talk 
about even tually. 

---Applause 

I wan t to say that I wholeheartedl y support the recommendations of the commit tee 
and will press, too, to  have them adopted as quickly as possible. No use 
wait ing for more information. No use wait ing lest they might come into  effect 
in the next couple of years. I am de termined, as some other Memb ers are, to 
see these good recommendations put into effect and t hings in place, in a sense, 
before the next election , because who kn ows what type of group will b e  elected 
and they may be very contrary to  our thin king, so while we can we must press 
for changes. Heave n  forbid that we would n ot all be  b a c k  . . . 

- --Laughter 

. . . an d there are also groups similar to us, to our thin king, back here so that,  
you kn ow, good things can happen to  the North. 

---L aughter 

Recog n ition Of Native L anguages 

Generally, I do feel that what we are talkin g about is having  a more democratic 
system of education in place for the people of the North and with the hope 
that we can develop a much stron ger an d rounded, well-educated person than the 
system presen tly provides. I guess one of the saddest t hings t hat I have seen 
from my days is that a lot of person s my age, because they were at school for 
so long, as a result of b ein g away from home a lot -- the hostel system was 
at its grandest ,  you know, at its heig ht of operat ion -- and a lot of n ative 
kids forgot their nat ive lan guages an d it is on e of the saddest thi n gs to see 
a Dene person not b ein g ab le to  speak his language. So, I hope tha t  the system 
that will b e  in place in the future will provide for recognit ion and strong 
suppor t in the use of the n at i ve languages or thi ngs li ke  h i story an d geography 
that are importan t and very factual and truthful are t aught to the studen ts. 
L ikewise, I am not suggesting that the things like arithmetic an d science and  
En glish and  so  forth b e  abandon ed. I am not suggest i n g that at  all. There is 
a need for that and however you learn it , you are livin g in a world which is 
fairly technical, fairly complicated and whether we like it or not the Engli sh 
system is the domin an t system, so we have to  adapt to  that in order t o  survive 
and make our way in this world. But I do look to  the chan ges t hat are 
suggested in the report to provide a system of governmen t that pays more 
recognit ion to  the Dene languages, stronger Dene n at ive elemen t s  in the courses 
an d materials that are prov i ded. 

The way that I am takin g my direction in all of this is from what people like 
the chiefs in my area have to say and what people had said at the special 
commit tee's meeting in Fort Simpson. I f  some of the Memb ers wil l recall, the 
people t hat made representat ions were very in terested in chan ging t he status 
quo to provide for more things that are in tune with the local situation -- as 
I men t ion ed, lan guages and so forth. I am pleased to say that in my area the 
LEAs have discussed the report . Just last week they had a meet in q an d my 
understandin g of the results 'is t hat there is g eneral support for the 
recommendat ions . There is some concern as to the quickn ess wit h which the 
recommen dat ions are to be  implemen ted . I suppose some people thin k t hat it is 
a bit fast and when chan ges come u pon you I suppose it always creates a certain 
amount of uncertain ty. 



- 66 -

Two Language Groups In Proposed Division 

There is also one maj or concern in the report that the Simpson area, the Dene, 
Slavey area, not be put in with the Dogrib area. At the moment we are lumped 
in together. Our area is lumped in with Rae and even Detah in Yell owknife and 
I think it simply would not work . We would have two maj or native groups 
competing within one division for funds for languages and so forth and I think 
it best that we j ust be good neighbours by being separate rather than, you 
know, causing strife and fight . As I told Mr. Wah-Shee, it is best that w e  
j ust remain in our areas. We meet occasionally up in Willow Lake area and 
otherwise live peacefully w ith one another. 

I do not and cannot imagine too many people being against the recommendations 
because they provide for a more democratic system, more l ocal control of 
education and I can say that as for the government's attempt in the last few 
years to develop the local education advisory committees and so forth, in my 
area, anyway, there are still maj or problems with that, and it has a lot to do 
with the fact that these little committees are purely advisory and it is not 
very meaningful to be on one. So, in a place like Simpson you have not had the 
real leaders of the people being involved on the local education committees. 
Just recently in the election there are a number of people who are, I would say, 
more tuned in with the maj ority of people in town who are trying to make 
changes to the local education authority, but there is a certain amount of 
status quo-y type people who have been involved for years on the LEAs and so 
there is resistance to change. I do feel that once the divisions are set up 
that you will find more serious, better persons involved, who are in tune with 
the thinking in the communities rather than those people who are not very 
involved sitting and being involved in the LEAs . 

I know in places like Simpson, what has happened and the reason why you do not 
get the real good leaders involved in the LEAs, is that there are simply j ust 
too many other problems that the leaders are involved in, so education to date 
has not been a priority. As things get better for native people I think that 
you will find the good native leaders and people involved in things like 
education. I do look optimistically to the fact that divisional school 
authorities be set up and I do believe that they will work. So, I am anxious 
for change and will support the recommendations and have them implemented as 
quickly as possible. Mahsi cho. 

CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Sibbeston. 
General comments. Mr .  MacQuarrie . 

Mr. M acQuarrie ' s  Comments 

I have Mr . M acQuarrie next. 

M R. MacQU ARR IE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I first came North in 7 966 to be the 
principal of the school in Baker Lake and I would hate to think that the 
children of Baker Lake were seriously damaged as a result of the three years 
that I spent there . I think quite the contrary, as a matter of fact. I was 
sometimes responsible for putting students on planes to Churchill, but it was 
never without parental consent. Certainly, I s uppose I am in a position to 
speak, in a sense, on behalf of a lot of teachers who came to the North over 
the years, certainly some of them long before I came, and I feel that I need 
not spend time j ustifying what was done by such people. I think the fact that 
the kinds of decisions that are being made today by native leaders is some 
j ustification in itself that the system we worked within and the intentions 
that we had were not all bad. 

There is no doubt, when we look at the lack of attendance in many northern 
schools, when we look at the failure rates and failure to complete the system 
that is in place, that there are serious problems with education. That is not 
on l y, in my opinion, in schools where there is a lack of attendance, but even 
in the ordinary school system there are certainly improvements that can be made 
and, consequently, it was with anticipation and approval that I looked forward 
to the work of the special committee on education . I do admire very sincerely 
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the time a nd the ef for t tha t Members of tha t committee ha ve put into trying to 
do something a bout the p roblems tha t exist in education i n  the North, the 
inconveniences a ssoc i a ted with miles and miles of tr a vel and the public meeting s 
a nd p r iva te meetings of the committee itself.  I know tha t  they ha ve p ut in a 
long time and tha t is very  much a p p recia ted a nd I understand the feelings, I 
guess, of possessiveness tha t the committee must ha ve a bout the reoort tha t it 
wor ked so ha rd to p roduce. I understa nd the committee's feelings tha t Members 
would like to have it a p p roved, well, nea rly a s  it sta nds a nd I understa nd tha t 
Members would like to ha ve it move as  quickly as p ossible. I certa inly would 
like to see it move as qui ckly as  p ossible too, but I only hope tha t Members 
wil 1 recognize tha t  as quickly as p ossible, in view of a ll the circumsta nces, 
ma y not be as  quickly as the Members would like to see. 

Some Fundamental Questions N ot Addr essed 

With respect to the report itself,  ther e a re some very funda menta l ,  importa nt 
a nd dif ficult questions tha t  a r e a ssocia ted with educa tion. Wha t a r e we trying 
to do when we remove kids f rom a f a mily setting a nd br i ng them together for 
forma l schooling? Wha t  is the pur p ose of it a ll? Why do we do tha t? Wha t  do 
we w a nt our young people to become when they ha ve comrleted the school system 
tha t  we esta blish for them? Wha t sorts of cha r a cter istics a nd a ttributes and 
a bilities would we like them to have? That  lea ds to questions such a s  wha t 
sorts of lea rning experiences should we be exposing young people to in our 
schools a nd how and when? I find in the r ep ort of the sp ecia l committee on 
educa tion tha t these questions la rgely have not been addressed a nd I guess I 
under sta nd why. The committee in a sense feels tha t those a r e questions tha t 
should be decided by people a t  a local level, but I cannot entir ely a gree that 
tha t is the ca se - - not entirely at  the loca l level. In a sense wha t you would 
have is a jur isdiction that exists that says we ought to have a p rocess of 
educa tion but we do not think we should say wha t tha t p rocess should be or a ny 
p a r t of it. We lea ve tha t to p eople in loca l a r eas. 

I just feel, persona lly, tha t there w a s  an  op p ortunity, when the ful 1 question 
of educa tion was  being r eviewed, to have a look a ga in a t  questions like that. 
I know tha t p a rt of the rea son they were not specif ica lly a ddressed could be 
tha t ther e is an  a ssumption, a s  there is a n  a ssumption on the p a rt  of many 
peop le, tha t  the p atte rn tha t exists is essentia lly all r ight, but a g a in, a s  
a tea che r  o f  2 2  ye a rs, I know tha t  tha t is not the c a se, that the re a r e 
imp rovements gener ally needed in ou r a p p roa ches to educa tion. 

The report ma inly focuses on educa tional a dministr ation a nd the cultur al  aspects 
of education, and I do not say that those a r e unimpor ta nt. They a re very 
important a rea s a nd I am  pleased tha t the committee ha s a ddressed them a nd 
a ddressed them quite extensively. 

Local Control 

They decided to adopt an  a p p r oa ch la rgely of local contr ol of education a nd I 
a p p recia te tha t tha t is ver y desir a ble in certa in respects. Certa inly local 
people must ha ve input into wha t their children a re going to lea rn a nd, to the 
extent that it is possible, loca l p eople should deliver or be resp onsible for 
deliver ing educa tion to their children. B ut one concern I ha ve in esta blishing 
10 regiona l boa rds - - I a m  not op p osed to tha t a t  a ll ;  I think it is desir a ble 
if only there were certain assur a nces a nd sa fegua r ds along with it -- a nd tha t 
is what I see la cking in the report, tha t  there a r e not some of these 
a ssur a nces, that in adop ting tha t a r p roach we could create a system of educa tion 
in the Ter ritories tha t, withdut question, ta kes account of the differ ences 
that ex ist among people in the Ter ritor ies, regiona l dif fer ences, and the 
specia l needs of p a r ticula r peop le, a nd tha t is imp or tant, tha t those 
dif ferences be recognized a nd sp ecial needs ta ken ca re  of . But I notice tha t 
a t  one point in the report, when th e committee is dealing with specia l educa tion , 
there is sort of a contr a dictory  sta tement in which the committee has sa i d  tha t 
too often in dea ling with special edu ca tion needs, young people with disabil it ies 
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of one kind or another,  that there has been a focus on the differences and 
the s pecial needs and the committee its elf s ays that that is to the detriment 
of thos e children and to the detr i ment of the communities that they live in. 
And all I am s aying then is that i f  you have a s ystem that focus es on 
differences and s pecial need s only, that that can be to the detr iment of 
young people who are expos ed to that s ys tem and to the communities in which 
they live. 

I just feel that the report -- and it is a question of emphas is , not, I am 
sure, a fundamental philos ophical difference -- but I just feel that in some 
s ense  the committee s hould have r ecognized the other half of this equation. 
That is that ther e is a larger juris diction and that within it ther e are people 
who have similarities and common needs as well, because  des pite our cultural 
differences ,  we are human beings ,  all of us , with certain very fundamental 
needs that are the s ame, and that all of us have to deal with a ver y powerful 
world around us , powerful economic and political forces , and scientific, 
technological forces which, whether we like it or not impinge on our lives 
and this creates common needs .  I jus t  feel that I would like to s ee, in 
dis cus s ing the report  more fully, s ome as s urances that the s ys tem as  a whole 
will not forget that as pect. 

Res pons ib ility For Cur riculum Development 

Prob ab ly the most fundamental concer n I have with the recommendations ,  the 
way they stand now - - and I confes s that maybe I am not reading them cor rectly 
or that maybe wher e certain things have not b een s aid, that they are actually 
intended - - but the idea that the res pons ibility s hall b e  given for the 
development of cur r iculum to divis ional boards is pr obably the greatest central 
concern that I have with the recommendation s .  If ther e is not s ome guideline 
given from the centr al jur isdiction as to what ought to form at leas t part of 
that cur r iculum, we could cr eate a s ituation where there is a fractur ed cur riculum 
acros s the Northwes t Ter ritories , where children in different reg ions are 
es s entially dealing with a differ ent type of education or with differ ent 
subjects at different times . In a very mob ile s ociety, you have the problem 
of other children fr om time to time trans fer ring from one juris diction to 
another and there is the danger that they might find it very difficult to cope 
with the new educational s ys tem that they are expos ed to . I als o  wor ry, where 
the r e  are n ot at least  s om e  as s u r anc e s  of a ki n d  of c ore cur ric u l u m ,  that we 
could c r eate a s ituation where, I gues s what can only be  called colloquialis m, 
would pr evail , wher e we might cr eate juris dictions that tend to b e  very inward 
looking and that may very  well make the kind of decis ion s with res pect to 
cur riculum which in s ome way are opposed to general idea s of intermingling of 
peoples and the development of s ci ence and that sort of thing. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr.  Fras er ) :  Mr. MacQuar r ie, your 1 0  minutes are up . D o  we have 
unanimous cons ent to continue? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

- - - Agr eed 

Educati onal Standards 

MR . MacQUARRIE : Another ar ea that I am concerned ab out is the matter of 
standards . There is going to be an Arctic college and I know that when they 
estab lis h the cur r iculum for that college and entry, can we b e  as sured that a 
s tudent who ar r ives at the Ar� tic college from B aker Lake and another from 
I glooli k would es s e ntially have a b as ic education that was comparable and that 
would equip them to deal with the cur r iculum that they find in the Ar ctic 
col l ege? And of cour se  the ques tion of s tandards ar is es at the next s tep up 
as wel l. Many people would want as s urances that those who gr aduate from the 
Arctic co l lege would gr aduate with the standard of education that enabled them, 
if it wa s their wis h to do s o ,  to pur s ue further pos t- secondary education. As 
I s a i d ear li er , I recognize that i n  s ome of thes e cas es the as s umption could be 
made that the s tandards will be in place , that there will be a core cur riculum 
that is common to all jur is dictions and if that is the cas e, I would s imply 
want to s ee ,  as part of the recommendations ,  that that was the cas e .  
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I wo nder if, when we do not see items in the report, we can have the assurance 
that what is not mentioned will be the same as it is now. From time to ti me  I 
hear comments that that is the case, but again people would simply like mo re 
assurances that that is the case. There is a bo oklet that is produced no w by 
the Department of Educatio n concerning philosophy and goals of education. Can 
we assume, since that area of philoso phy and go als really is not addressed, 
that the go als that are o utlined there are the go als that will be in place for 
the new educatio nal system? Is co mpulsory educatio n go ing to be a policy? 
What about the Alberta standards at the high-school  level or the college level? 
Will that co ntinue to be the standard of measure? 

With respect to established boards, I think some of them have the co ncern that 
they no t lose what they have now in the way of  funding, in the way of levels 
of co ntro l .  The report reco mmends that public educatio n in the Territo ries be 
kindergarten to grade 1 0  and that thereafter the students that pro ceed further 
sho uld enter the Arctic co llege. During the discussion over the next few days, 
I would be very interested in hearing why it was co nsidered impo rtant to make 
that divisio n. It is not that I am antagonistic to it -- I am rather 
sympathetic, as a matter of fact. However, I kno w that there are so me 
j urisdictions that already extend to grade 12, and I think that in o rder for 
them to be persuaded that they sho uld give up control of  the final two grades 
of education that they have now, they wo uld want to know what was the ratio nale 
behind the division. 

Just generally with respect to standards, I know when Mr. Curley was speaking 
earlier, he did say that the message of the report is that standards must be 
impro ved and I certainly appreciated hearing that. That may in so me places be 
in the body of the repo rt, but it is not, in fact, in the reco mmendations. 
Someone else mentioned standards as well. I expect that if there were 
amendments alo ng the way, which were aimed at simply trying to ensure certain 
standards, that they wo uld no t be lo oked on badly by Members of  the co mmittee. 

Funding And Manpower Requirements 

I kno w  that bo ards that presently exist in tax-based municipalities will want 
to see a very clear funding fo rmula so that they can be assured that they will 
be able to deliver the kinds of pro grams that they are delivering now. During 
the course of our discussio n as well, I will have questio ns about the cost of 
what is intended, altho ugh I tend to agree with what seems to be the committee ' s  
report, and that is to identify what is desirable and then try t o  find the 
means to do it. But we certainly canno t ignore the question of co sts altogether, 
and other questio ns about whether the manpower will be available, bo th at the 
level of boards, people who are interested and have the time and the energy to 
devote to these boards, and also in the development of  curriculum and so on, 
special education, whether that is available at all. 

At any rate, if raising some o f  tho se points seemed to be negative, I can 
assure the co mmittee that that is not my general outlo ok  at all, that I am 
generally pleased with the recommendatio ns and receptive to implementing with 
a few mo difications or assurances. I wo uld like to see us at this session 
discuss those recommendatio ns very fully, all of them, debate them. There are 
many, many reco mmendations. The report is a massive report and I can only say 
that there are people in my co nstituency who feel that there is simply to o much 
to digest in a very sho rt time. They are afraid that things are happening 
to o fast. I know that Mr. Sibbeston felt that we should not wo rry about that, 
but the who le appro ach of  the committee, the very fo undation, the philo sophical 
underpinning of  the report is that local peo ple sho uld be co nsulted about what 
is happening. So it would be ,a shame in this case to rush ahead if all of the 
peo ple, or the vast maj ority o f  the people, were not with us, and then have 
resistance that might not otherwise be necessary. 



- 7 0 -

Prov i s i on O f  I nformat i on And O pportu n i ty To  React 

I know s ome peopl e feel that they have not had a f u l l  opportun i ty to have 
ac c e s s to the report and then there i s  j u s t  the prac t i c al pro blem that there 
are a l ot of peopl e who do not real i ze  that they have a con c ern , a s  w i th the 
major i ty of  peopl e anywhere. They are more conc erned about the i r  own da i l y  
l i ve s  and onl y s uddenl y have become aware th at s ometh i ng i s  happen i ng that i s  
g o i ng to i mpact  the i r  l i ves  and they are a l i ttl e s l ow of f the mar k . Wel l , I 
do not th i nk neces s ar i ly that those  peopl e s hou l d be  i gnored bec a u se  at s ome 
l ater po i nt they s ay ,  " Hey , that i s  i mportant to me. " So anyway , I hope that 
we w i ll debate f ully s o that over a per i od of  t i me peopl e w i l l have the chance 
to refer to that debate and in u s i ng the recommendat i on s  w i th the debate , they 
w i l l  be  abl e to see very clearl y what was i ntended by the c omm i ttee and t h at 
i s  not always c lear r i ght at the moment , s o  that w i l l  be u s ef u l  to them . Then 
al so , hav i ng the propos ed l eg i s l at i on ,  or the l eg i s l at i on that i s  propos ed by 
the comm i ttee i ts el f ,  that s hou l d g i ve al l peop l e  adequate i nformat i on and 
opportu n i ty to react w i th  the ho pe of b e i ng  abl e to mod i fy th i ng s  i n  a way that 
i s  s u i tabl e to them. 

I th i nk i f  i t  were j u s t  u p  to me , I wo ul d feel ready to rol l at any t i me ,  b ut 
bec au se  of  the concerns that are be i ng expres s ed to me by my c ons t i t uents , I 
wou l d be rel u ctant to make any f i nal dec i s i on w i th res pect to the rec ommendat i ons  
at th i s se s s i on ,  debate them f u l l y ,  s ome tentat i ve k i nd of ac c eptan c e  of  
mod i f i cat i ons  and then the c hance  for a s ummer revi ew ,  w i th perhaps an u ndertak i ng 
that w i thou t q ue s t i on i n  the fal l , not onl y the recommendat i ons , b ut 
leg i s l at i on c an be put  i n  pl ac e s o  that any need s that ar i s e  c an be dealt w i th 
i n  the next b udget s es s i on .  I am cogn i zant of  the i mportance of  do i ng that so 
there i s  not another f u l l year of  del ay afterwards .  But at any rate , j u s t  
f i nal ly to wrap i t  u p ,  I real l y  do res pect  t h e  amount o f  work that was done by 
comm i ttee Member s . I th i nk g eneral l y  that i t  i s  a very good report . Thank yo u . 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Fra ser): Thank you , Mr . Mac Q uarr i e. The fl oor i s  open for general 
comment s on the edu c at i on report . Mr . Nerysoo ,  g eneral comments .  

Mr. Nerysoo ' s Comments 

HON. R ICHARD NERYSO O :  Ye s , Mr. Cha i rman. A s  has been i nd i cated , I am c erta i nl y  
i mpres s ed w i th the c omm i ttee and the amount of t i me and ef fort that they put 
forward to devel op th i s report and i t s recommendat i on s .  I g ue s s I have to 
expres s  a b i t  of concern i n  that there are certa i n  q u e s t i ons  that a re ar i s i ng 
from , part i c ul arl y ,  my cons t i tu ency , the i nab i l i ty of the c ommun i t i e s to 
rev i ew the rec ommendat i o n s and the report , and to i n  fact try to u nder stand 
i t s  i mpl i cat i ons  toward the res pon s i b i l i ty of  the peopl e .  Now , I am not 
s u g ge st i ng that the recommendat i ons  are bad. In fact , i n  read i ng them , they 
are some of the i deas that were s u g g e s ted i n  Fort M c Pher s on .  However , there are 
add i t i onal recommendat i on s  that peop l e  ou ght to be perm i tted to d i ge s t  and to 
under s tand . 

One of the major concerns that had been expres sed was the trans l at i on of the 
report. I real i ze that certa i nl y  the report i t s el f i s  qu i te l engthy , b ut I 
th i n k  there i s  an opportu n i ty - - or there wa s an opport u n i ty to at l east  try to 
trans l ate the rec ommendati on s  i nto those  l angu ag e s  wh i ch , I g ue s s requ i red 
translat i on so  that peopl e i n  the commun i t i e s  c ou l d under stand , beca u s e  many of 
the peop l e that in fac t s poke at the hear i ng s , part i c u l arly i n  Fort M c Pherson ,  
i n  my ca se , were el der s and unders tand Lou cheux and you can tran sl ate that 
lang uage . And i n  the c a s e  of , I g ue s s , eve n Akl av i k ,  I n uv i aluktun  i s  a 
l ang u ag e  that requ i res  transl at i on and that i s  ava i l abl e. So I th i nk that 
overall the act ual report i s  one that I am qu i te proud of  and c erta i nl y  I am 
pro ud that a c omm i ttee of th i s  Ho u s e co u l d devel op and work on and c ome up  w i th 
the conc l u s i ons that they have. 

I th i n k there i s  a lot i n  the report , a s  I sa i d ,  that requ i res  d i g e s t i on by 
c o m m un i t i e s  a nd certa i nly the i dea that we of f e r to commun i t i e s some add i t i onal 
t i me to rev i ew and to i n  fact d i s c u s s  f urther the recommendat i ons  of  th i s 
report . Than k yo u .  
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CHAIRMAN (Mr . F r a s er ) : Tha n k  you, Mr . Nerysoo .  Gen er al comments . 
Mr. Ev a l ua rjuk . 

M r . Ev a lua rjuk's Com men ts 

MR. EV A L UA R JUK: (Tr a n s la tion ) Tha n k  you, Mr . Cha ir m a n .  I will s peak v ery 
b r iefl y rega rding the repo rt. I a m  well plea sed with the com mittee tha t ha s 
m a de this report. Th ey did a lot of work in pr epa r ing this . I w a s a ls o  there 
when they wen t in to my con s tituency a n d a l so in Igloolik . The com mittee us ed 
to wor k l ong hour s of the night a n d I would like to tha n k  them v ery much. 

We agreed a s  a n  A s s embly tha t  there s hould be  s ome s tudy on educa tion . However, 
I would like to s ta te tha t I would like to s uppor t the com mittee for their 
repor t .  I ha ve  n ot read the repor t from the begin n ing  to the end . For exa mple, 
Mr . Ma cQua r r ie ha s s a id tha t  people ca n not read the whole v er s ion , but a s  we 
a re discus s ing this or  deb a ting the recommendation s we will ha v e  to n ote tha t 
-- we will ha v e  to kn ow the education ordin a n ces or the policies . 

Ma ybe you a r e well aw a re tha t  b ack in 1976 we s a id tha t the pol icies sho uld 
be  approved a nd over in the Ea s ter n A rctic we a re in s upport of a pprov in g this 
report, but it w a s  well-kn ow n  then tha t  when they were implementin g the 
educa tion policies that they did n ot include the Baffin region policy, in cluding 
the Keew a tin region , a n d  it w a s  not s ta ted in  the A rctic, but the people were 
w r iting  tha t there were s ome pr oblem s in this a rea . For n ow, when s omebody is 
implemen ting this report ther e were s om e  n a tiv es a nd India n s  a n d In uit in volved 
in the com mittee a n d they did a lot of tr a v el in to commun ities . In 1976 
there w a s no  comm ittee v is iting  the other commun ities a n d they did not a s k  a n y 
ques tion s there. For that r ea son ,  I per s on a lly thin k that the Inuit a r e more 
a w a re of this a rea a n d they ha d s ome ques tion s a n d they b r ought up their concer n s . 

For tha t rea s on ,  I would n ot like to defer the date of this approv a l. Even 
if we defer the da te, when we a r e  goin g on to a n other ses s ion we will ha ve a 
lot of b us ines s to deal with a nd es pecia lly if we a re doin g the budget s es s ion 
I a m  in s upport of this report. We kn ow that we would like to defer the da te, 
but other Mem b er s  would n ot like to defer the da te. Sometimes we do not agree 
in that a r ea . Tha t is a ll I w a n ted to s a y. I would like to s upport the 
committee a n d deb ate the s ubject. Tha n k  you, Mr . Cha ir m a n . 

CHAIRMA N (Mr. F r a s er ) : Tha n k  you, M r . E v a lua rjuk. Mr. Noa h. 

Mr. Noa h ' s Com men ts 

MR. NOA H: (Tr a n s la tion ) Tha nk  yo�, Mr . Cha irm a n.  Rega r ding the report on 
educa tion, I would like to s ta te my per s on a l concer n s . I ha ve  n ot rea d  the 
report yet . However, I ha v e  my ow n con cer n s .  Some time a go, in the 195Os  a n d 
196Os , the teacher s or the in s tructor s would tea ch the s tuden ts very s tr ictly. 
I a m  well a w a re of tha t .  I ca n n ot for get tha t there w a s  one min is ter tha t 
w a s  very s trict, a v ery s trict tea cher a n d if we did n ot obey the in s tr uctor 
or the teacher we would get s tr a pped. After that, the federal  gov er n m ent s en t  
s ome teacher s to the North a n d they wer e v ery s trict. They were more 
concer ned a b out the a tten da nce. I remem b er tha t .  Even when we got up ea rly 
in the mor ning  we ha d to hur ry to the s chool a n d I ca n not for get that. When 
we  did not ob ey the teacher s ,  we us ed to get str apped. They would us e a 
two-b y-four piece of wood to s tr a p  us . 

MR. CURLEY: Bad boy !  

---La ughter 

MR. NOA H :  (Tr a n s la tion ) The s tr a pping w a s  done t o  b a d  s tuden ts . When they 
went to Ba ker La ke, on e of the tea cher s jus t went there to orga n ize a s qua re  
da nce. I thin k it i s  m a inly r ega rdin g the tea cher s or  the pa r ents -- that the 
tea cher s a nd the pa ren ts a re getting too s oft . They s eem to be  oppos in g each 
other a n d tha t is when problem s sta r t a r is ing. I a m  more concer ned a b out the 
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reports that are being done, but I think it is mainly because of the teachers 
and the parents that have broug ht up this report . We can make any report on 
anything and I do not think we will see any implementation, even if we do a 
report. However, if the teachers and the parents were to work together better, 
it would be better. 

Strict Teachers Required 

When we mention the teachers in the past we see them as strict teachers and if 
we were to put that into ef fect as of now, I think we will have to use strict 
teachers, using two-by- four wood to strap students. Nowadays, teachers are 
too soft on the students and even when the students are not obeying their 
instructors they are not punished . The parents are more opposing or blaming 
the teachers, but back in 7 960 th e parents did not blame the teachers and 
mostly the parents were more scared of the teachers. They had a g ood education 
system in the past and they never even had any Inuktitut classes. The classes 
were only in Eng lish. I am very pleased about the students that were not 
taking Inuktitut courses up to now. They have g ood jobs and most of them work 
in the hamlet of fices and for the Government of the NWT. I am very pleased 
about that - - that when we had some strict teachers, we can see some past 
students that have g ood jobs now. 

The teachers we have now -- there are about 5 0  of them. I think we have to 
find better teachers. It is a question of what kind of teachers they would be, 
and I think we have to start preparing and interviewing teachers to find out 
what kind of teachers they would be -- whether they could teach their students 
better . F or example, the parents should not go  to the teachers -- but in those 
days they were strapped . I t  used to be hard to g o  to school. If you went to 
school late, we used to be scared and they were very strict with us at the 
time, but now most of them are speaking Eng lish nowadays in schools. I g uess 
we have to find something , or what reason -- we have to look into the education 
system. Are they getting strapped too much or are the parents, when they are 
opposing the teachers -- maybe if we make a report, maybe 1000 or 2000 -- I 
think it would be that long.  I do not see any help. I think they would have 
to look into the matter of teachers who are better qualif ied. People are saying 
their own opinions . I know it is not good when you just say your own opinion, 
but this is what I had to g ive for my own opinion. 

Delaying this report -- I am just saying that if nothing is g oing to be 
established from this or accomplished from this report -- well, Mr. Chairman, 
I woul d l ike to make further comments. Nowadays, learning in Inuktitut their 
own culture and any Eng lish -- math and basic Eng lish -- in our communities it 
seems like these are - - I know it is easy for young people if they want to 
learn in Inuktitut. E ven if they go down South for education, they should 
still learn how to g o  out on the land. There are too many programs going on 
in the school system. Sometimes the students get too lazy to keep g oing to the 
schools . These are my opinions, because I cannot really recall all the 
education system we had before. All the students who used to go to school in 
those days al l have good jobs . This is what I wanted to say. Thank you, 
Mr. Cha i rman. 

C HAIR MAN (Mr . Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Noah. We will now take a 7 5  minute 
break for bannock and tea. 

- --SH O R T  R E C ESS 
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CHA I R MAN (Mr. Fras er) : Atiigo.  The Ch air reco gn izes a quorum. Th e flo or 
is  s till open fo r general co mmenti on  the educatio n  report. Mr . Mcc allum. 

Mr. McCallum's Co mments 

HON .  AR N OLD McCALLUM : Mr. Ch airman, I w ould wan t to make  a few co mmen ts  of 
a gen eral nature on the report, an d quite o b vious ly lo o k  forward to dis cus s in g  
i n  s o me detail each of  th e rec o mmen datio n s  a s  they co me i n  turn.  

I want to in dicate firs t, th oug h ,  that I h ave had very s ucces s ful meetin gs in 
my co n s tituency with peopl e in cluding  studen ts , with th e lo cal edu catio n 
committee , and they h ave impres s ed upo n me the commen t th at we certai n ly 
s h ould be  discus s i n g the reco mmen datio n s , but n ot to put th em in to practice 
until they, in turn, are ab l e  to lo o k  at th e recommen datio n s .  

I wan t to s ay as well , in the begin n ing, Mr. Ch airman , th at I certain l y  
appreciate th e effort, th e time, th at h as been s pen t by th e Memb ers of the 
committee an d the way th at th ey mo ved aro un d th rough th e Territo ri es an d 
talked a great deal with people. I n o te in the l etter of tran s mittal s ig ned 
by the co -ch airmen to th e Speak er o f  th is Ho us e, in the th ird paragraph ,  it 
is i n dicated th at the report was do ne  earlier th an expected s o  th at Members 
of th e As s embly an d th e peo ple of the N o rth wes t Territories co uld review 
th e recommen datio n s  prior to th is s ittin g. N o w,  Mr. Ch airman , that in fact 
h as n ot h appened becaus e of a n umber of  un fores een circums tan ces , in th at 
the copies of  th e report did n o t get out to people in th e co mmun ities . 

MR .  CUR LEY : Th at is to tally n o t true. 

HON. AR N OLD McCALLUM : I am h opin g th at there will be time for peo ple in the 
co mmun ities to  tak e  a lo o k  at th es e recommen datio n s  as the co -ch airmen o f  
th e co mmittee in ten ded. 

Three Major I mpacts Of  Report 

I f  I may be  allo wed, Mr. Ch airman ,  a few brief comments o n  th e report in 
gen eral, I th in k th e rep ort is n o t as exh aus tive as I th o ugh t it w o uld h ave 
been in dealin g  with all as pects o f  educatio n .  I s ugges t to Members th at 
th e report does th ree th in gs .  It s ets up a large new adminis trative b o dy 
for educatio n.  I applaud the efforts to get educatio n  back into th e co n trol 
of peopl e. Outs ide of  s ettin g up a new adminis trative s tru cture for 
educatio n ,  it als o propo s es a new age for k in dergarten ,  an d it pro po s e s , th en , 
to take away from  th e lo cal educatio n  b o ards , or  divis io n s ,  or  s et-ups , or  
w h atever you want to  call th em, th e res po n s ibility fo r grades 1 1  an d 1 2 , an d 
I s ugges t that th o se, in effect, are th e major impacts of the report. 

I h ave s o me co n cern -- as do others , an d o bvio us ly I will be labelled as 
bein g prejudiced and b ias ed, given the fact th at I have s pent 2� years in 
educatio n -- but lik e  a lot o f  th e people w h o  to o k  the teach er educatio n 
pro gram , n ot all teach ers s tay teach in g .  Some beco me legis lators . So me beco me 
co n s ultan ts . They are n o t always in the clas s ro o m. To s ay th at -- s tatemen ts 
th at are made in it -- that m ore h as to be do ne  with gettin g n orth ern trained 
or n ative teach ers ,  th ere is n o  ques tio n .  I th in k th at was th e propo s al with 
the teach er educatio n program from  th e begin n in g. I th in k it h as been a 
s ucces s ;  I th in k it is a s ucces s .  I t hin k th at we have trained very go od  
native, n orth ern teach ers . 

MR. CUR LEY :  Wh ere? 

Dis agreemen t  With Reco mmendatf o n  On Hiring Of Teach ers 

HON. AR NOLD McCALLUM: I am co n cern ed ab out the co sts th at will be in vo lved 
in th e implementatio n o f  the repo rt. I am co ncern ed, as well, with the  
recommen datio n o n  the h irin g  of teach ers . The co s t  o f  taking  peopl e in  h ere, 
in terviewin g th em, an d th en to s ay 1

1 yes 1 1  or 1 1 n o " to them, I th in k will be  
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v e ry p r o h ibitiv e . I agr e e  th at lo ca l p e o p l e sh ould b e  i n v o lv e d  with th e 
h iring of te a ch e rs, but I sur e as  h e l l  do n o t agr e e  w i th th e r e co mme ndati o n  
ma de by th e co mmitte e ,  a s  a n  inte rim me asur e ,  to h ir e  a fir m to go a r oun d a n d 
do e xactly this kin d of  r e cruitin g.  I w oul d e xp e ct th at  p e o p le fr o m  th e 
No rth , with e xp e rie n ce in th e N o rth , w h o  liv e in th e N o rth , w o uld kn ow  mo r e  
a b o ut th e typ e  o f  te a ch e r  o r  p e rso n th ey  w a n t in th e ir classr o oms. I do n o t 
agr e e  th a t  w e  sh ould go a n d get a fir m  such as Pe a t, Ma rwick, w h o e v e r  you w a n t, 
to go o ut a n d h ir e  te a ch e rs. I thin k  p e o ple fr o m  th e co mmun ity k n ow  much 
b ette r as to w h o m  th ey sh ould h a v e in th e ir sch o ols, te ach ing in th e ir sch o o ls, 
a n d w h eth e r  it is a n  inte rim me asure  o r  n ot, I do n o t a g r e e  with it. 

Co n ce r n s With Imple me ntatio n Ta sk F o rce 

I a m  co nce r n e d a s  we l l  with th e imple me ntatio n task fo rce th a t  is b e ing  
r e que sted ;  h a v e p e o ple w h o  put togeth e r  their wish e s  a n d w h a t th ey  t hink  
e ducatio n sh ould b e ,  de v e lo p p r o p osed legisla tio n th a t  h a s b e e n  p ut b e fo r e  us . 
Th e n  th e sa me p e o p le w h o  h a v e do n e  th ose things w a n t  to imp l e me n t  it, a n d  I 
h a v e so me co nce r ns th e r e.  

Aga in ,  I t hin k  th e w o rk  th a t  h a s b e e n  do n e  h a s b e e n  go o d .  I co mme n d  th e p e o p l e  
w h o  w e r e  in v o lv e d  with it. I h a v e so me kin d of co n ce r n  th at  th e p e o ple w h o  
w e r e  th e a r ch ite cts o f  it wil l n o t b e  h e ld r esp o nsib l e  fo r it . 

MR. CU RLEY: Yo u me a n  to tell me I w a s  n ot in v o lv e d? 

HON .  ARNOLD McCALLU M:  Th e n  th e r e  will  b e  mo r e  d i scussio n in te rms of  th e 
in div idua l r e comme ndatio n s  as  w e  g o  th r o ugh th e m .  I a m  n o t, by  my r e ma r ks, 
indicatin g th a t  th e r e p o rt a n d w h a t h as b e e n  do n e  sh ould b e  disca r de d  at al l . 
I think th e r e  is a gr e at de a l  in th e r e p o rt th at is v e ry wo rth -w h ile , but I 
do n o t ta ke it, a l l of it, as  a p a cka g e ,  a n d I a m  n o t go ing to p ut -- fo r w h a t 
it is wo rth -- my stamp o f  a p p r o v a l o n  it j ust as  it is n o w. I t hin k th e r e is 
a gr e a t de al  mo r e  di scussio n  th a t  sh o uld ta k e  pla ce ,  a n d I p a rticula r l y  suggest 
th a t  th e p e o p le fr o m  th e co mmun itie s w h o h a v e  giv e n  th e ir v ie ws, n o w  sh ould h a v e 
a n  ide a of  w h a t th ose r e co mme ndatio ns a r e , a n d  th ey  sh ould b e  a b l e to co mm e nt  
on  th em. I a m  sur e  th a t  we  wil l b e  b esieged by a gr e a t n umb e r  of  p e o p le w h o 
will w a n t to co me in a n d ta lk a b out th e r e p o rt. 

So I me ntio n so me asp e cts th a t  h a v e  a co nce r n . I h a v e  in dicate d w h a t I b e l ie v e 
th e r e p o rt co ntains . I h a v e  n o  difficul ty at  a l l sittin g do w n  h e r e a n d 
discussin g th e r e co mme n da tio n s, a n d I will ma ke sur e th at w h e n  you get up th e 
n e xt time , I will in te r rupt yo u, to o .  

MR. CU RLE Y: G o o d. G o o d  fo r you. 

HON .  ARNOLD McCALLU M :  Hot dog '.  

C 1 1 AIRMAN U-1 r.  F r ase r ) :  Th a n k yo u, M r. r lcCa llum. G e n e r a l  co mme nts. � r. Pudluk. 

M r. Pud l uk 1 s Co mme nts 

MR. PU D LU K: (T r a nsl atio n )  Th a n k you, Mr.  Ch a irma n. I am  go in g to ma k e  a 
sh o rt co mme nt. Th e r e co mme n dati o ns of  th e sp ecia l co mmitte e o n  e duca tio n 
I thin k  th e r e a r e 4 9  r e comme n da tio ns in h e r e .  F irst of  a ll, w h e n  I w a s  a 
ch ild I d i d n o t  go to sch o o l b e ca use th e r e  w as  n o  sch o o l. Wh e n  I w a s  15 o r  
1 6  ye a rs o l d, th e sch o o l  sta rted to a p p e a r  w h e r e  I liv e d  so I w e n t  to sch o ol 
fo r th r e e  ye a rs. It w a s  a diffe r e n t sch o o l  e ducatio n syste m a t  th at time , but 
n o w  to da y it is diffe r e n t. It h a s b e e n  me ntio n e d b y  th e oth e r  Me mb e rs a lr e a dy. 
I w e nt  to sch o o l fo r th r e e  y e a rs a n d I w as  much olde r w h e n  I sta rted. I l e a r n e d 
so me but I fo r g e t v e ry e a si ly. I h a v e  fo r g otte n most o f  it. W h e n  p e o p l e sta rt 
at a g e  four or fiv e ,  I fe e l  th a t  th ey  co ul d le a r n much b e tte r. Wh e n  th e 
sch o o l s  w e r e  b e in g bu i l t, th e outp ost ca mps h a d to co me in to o n e  co mmun ity. 
Th ey  re a l l y  w a nted o n l y  to te a ch th e m  th e w a y  of th e Engl ish a n d so th e p a r e nts 
j us t h a d to sa y , 1

1 yes  " , so th ey co u l d b e  a b  l e to use th e i r k i d s as  i n t e r  p r e t e r  s . 
Afte r th at, th ey fo un d out th at th e e ducatio n syste m is n o t  th at  go o d  fo r th e 
I n ui t p e o p l e .  B ut to da y, I se e n o w tw o l ifestyles .  I kn ow  th e In uit w a y  a n d I 
k n o w  th e n o n - n a tiv e tr a ditio n . To da y my ch i! dr e n  a r 0 l e a r n in g mo r e  E nglish first. 
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Prob lem Of Emp l oyment For Those Un der Age Of 7 7  

These recommendations that we see in front of us , if we a re goin g to b e  ta lking 
a bout these , I a m  goin g to be in support of them but I have two concerns. I f  
they gradua te from a sch ool in a sma l l  commun ity in the N orthwest Territories , 
they ha ve a ha rd time fin ding a job .  There are people who lea ve school under 
age 7 7  a nd they ca n on l y  wo rk in th e summertime , but in the wintertime th ey 
ca n not work beca use t h ey are not 7 7  yet . That is a nother problem for those 
ch ildren under the a ge of 1 7. 

Special Schools For The H a n dica pped 

The other concern is that the people who ha ve special problems , people who are 
ha n dica pped , I do not thin k they a re dea l ing  with those people too much , with 
kids who ha ve specia l ha n dica ps. T hey ca n not rea lly go to the sa me schools 
a s  the other children a nd th ey ha ve to ha ve a different system . I think there 
should be a school for those special  cases. I thin k there a re some schools 
like that down south. I kn ow that  in the past there are some ha n dica pped 
chil dren. There a re some ha n dica pped children here in the Northwest 
Territories . They just wa lk aroun d  because they ca n n ot attend  a regul ar  school . 
They just grow up like th at a n d they do not seem to have a n y future wh en they 
ca n not atten d a regular school. So when those � a ndica pped children grow up , 
th eir pa rents do not pay a n y attention to them a n d so they sort of just a dopt 
them out to th eir relatives . So from that point of view , when I look at  the 
recommendations , they do not seem to be  mention ed in the recommen dations too 
much. That is a l l  I ha ve to say for now. Tha n k  you. �1 a hsi cha . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Tha n k  you , Mr. Pudl uk. Mr. Kila buk. 

Mr. Kila buk ' s Comments 

MR. K I LABUK : (Tra nslation )  Tha n k  you , Mr. Cha irma n .  J ust a short comment. 
M a rk Eva luarjuk a lrea dy men tioned what I wa n ted to sa y .  When we first 
beca me Memb ers of the Legislative Assem bly ,  we were in vol ved with the Education 
Ordin a n ce. We h ave not been sin ce , but now that  we look at these recommen dation s ,  
they come from the people of the N orthwest Territories. They do n ot come 
from the  governmen t ;  they come from the residents of the Northwest Territories. 
Even though they come from the people of the Northwest Territories , we do 
n ot seem to be ha p py. Some of us do n ot seem to be ha p py. The peop l e  of the 
Northwest Territories expressed their views in this report. 

Recommendations Ca n Be Amended 

I f  they s plit the N WT ,  the  people ·of the Western Arctic will ha ve some rul es 
to follow , a n d in the Eastern Arctic we will ha ve our own rules so it does n ot 
rea lly m a tter whether the recommendation s  are passed beca use you could a lways 
a mend them. If you find a n y problems in it , cha nges ca n be ma de. We are 
sta rtin g to fin d out th at our rules a re not too good so we a re cha ngin g them . 
If we have a ny problems in these , you could always cha n ge th em a ga in . 

I believe this so I wa n t  to b e  in support of the report a nd not to ha ve it 
delayed a n y further b eca use I b elieve th at these come from the residen ts 
of the NWT , from the I nuit a n d n on - I nuit. I thin k we will be  a ble to work 
better together. I b elieve in education for students because I ha ve n ot bee n 
taught En glish. I ha ve not been to school at  a ll. Sometimes even though some 
of the students ha ve had a good education , when they find  a job , they quit their 
job a n d I do n ot like that. That  is my main concern . I thin k tha t the 
southerners that come up north to tea ch , some of them seem to just come up to 
the Northwest Territories to ma ke mon ey. These a re some of my con cern s .  We 
ha ve to ma ke money in order to support our fa milies. M a ybe some people do not 



- 7 6  -

believe  that we teach our children about our culture because they are workin g. 
Th ey can not really learn from their paren ts any more because they are workin g 
now. Us older people, we used to learn our culture from our paren ts but today 
you see that it is not like that. We are tryin g to learn thin gs that are not 
our culture. People have  worked v ery h ard on the report an d I am in support 
of the recommen dations. I wan t  to than k the people that wrote the report, 
who went to the commun ities an d met with the people. I am very happy with the 
report. Mr. Chairman,  these were the main concerns that I had an d I wan t 
to than k the committee on education an d I am goin g to be in support of the 
report. Than k you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Than k you, Mr. Kilabuk . Mr. Appaqaq. Commen ts of a 
gen eral nature. Go ahead, Mr. Arlook too. 

Mr. Arlooktoo's Commen ts 

M R. ARLOOKTOO : (Translation ) Than k you, Mr. Chairman .  I will be very brief. 
I have not read the report yet, but I am in support of the recommen dations. 
The report has gone out to some of the commun ities. I recog n ize one of th e 
commun ities that is photographed in one of the pages. I am in full support 
of the report, but I kn ow that n ot all the people will be in support of this. 
E verythin g can not be written down perfectly. Some of the people would support 
it and some would n ot. In my view from readin g them, I thin k the recommendation s 
are really well put. 

Presen t  Day Teachers Better Than Earlier On es 

I wan t to say a little bit about what Mr. Noah was talkin g about. The studen ts 
that were bein g taug ht in Cape Dorset were bein g beaten very badly by their 
teachers. N owadays, the teachers are a lot better. Back then , we used to be 
really scared of the non-nativ es . These days, we know a little bit more 
about the school system. We un derstan d it more. In my view, we were not 
bein g taught cultural in clusion because I already kn ew how to hun t and trap. 

The report of the special committee on education -- I wan t to than k th em very 
much for their hard efforts in writin g the report. I do n ot wan t to drag on . 
I just wanted to really than k the committee and these are the words that I 
wan ted to express. Than k you. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Fraser) : Than k you, Mr. Arlooktoo. Mr. Appaqaq. 

Mr. Appaqaq ' s  Comments 

MR . APPAQAQ: ( Tran slation ) Than k you, Mr . Chairman.  I will be brief commentin g 
on the report. I thin k some of the commun ities are ex pectin g the report. 
Perhaps the report has not gone as far as San ikiluaq. The opin ions of some of 
the people have been ex pressed here, but the report has perhaps n ot gone as 
far as San ikiluaq . The recommen dations are goin g to be used in the N WT. However, 
reg ardin g the recommendation s of the report, I do not thin k that they will be 
amen ded very much, an d so that way I will make a poin t on those recommen dation s  
regardi n g  the education system. 

I woul d like to make a brief statemen t. I was at school in 1965, an d there 
was on e teacher i n  our area, an d that teacher was not aware of what was goin g 
on i n  the San ikiluaq area. The teachers were pretty hard on the stud en ts ;  
they were very strict and were beatin g  the students. What William N oah was 
sayin g is very true. N owadays, the children seem not to have very appropriate 
behaviour toward the teachers', an d it seems that there are bad relation ships 
between the parents and the teachers. I thin k what is expressed in here by 
the teach er , that the education curriculum is not a curriculum for the present 
day , but an educational system that is bein g broug ht to the studen ts .  Th e 
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teachers are more into relations with the native instructions that they can 
carry out to the students . I think p eople have to take hiring good teachers 
more into consideration for future years. I will be sup porting the 
recommendations, and if there are amendments to be made, we can do that. Thank 
you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Ap paqaq. Are th ere any more comments 
of a general nature? Mr. Stewart. 

Mr. Stewart 1 s Comments 

HON .  DON STEWART : Thank you, Mr. Chairman . I, too, would like to congratulate 
the committee for the amount of work that they have put into this rep ort, 
and basically there is a great deal in that report that I think that, when p ut 
into effect, will be an improvement of our educational system. There are some 
things that I, of course, cannot agree with, but that is not unusual. I think 
probably if there is any p oint on the report that I would like to make, it is 
that it is not the report itself but it is probably the omissions of the 
system that were left out, rather than what they have in the report. However, 
we can go through these when we get into the detail. 

I would at this time, however, like to read in part into the record a letter 
I have received. This letter has been addressed to Mr. Patterson, Mr. Curley, 
Ms Cournoyea, Mr. Sayine, Mr. M cL a�ghlin, Mr. McCallum, and myself . It is 
from the Hay River education society. 

L etter From Hay River Education Society 

1 1 On May the 6th and 7th, delegates from five local education authorities in 
the proposed South Slave L ake education division met in Hay River to discuss 
the recommendations of the special committee on education as outlined in the 
document, l Learning: Tradition and Change 1

• The meeting was sponsored by the 
Dep artment of Education. 1 1 N ow, the p eople taking p art in this were the p eople 
from Snowdrift, the people from Fort Resolution, the p eople from Pine Point, 
the people from the Hay River Dene Reserve, and the people from Hay River. 
Unfortunately Fort Smith did not have a representative at this p articular 
meeting, although they are in the same district ; but the 16th resolution 
that this group p assed reads as follows : 

1 1 Th at the special committee on education recommendations be p resented to the 
Legislative Assembly at the fall session of the Ninth Assembly. Because these 
recommendations will provide the basis for new legislation and legislation 
changes, the Hay River education spciety does not want the recommendations 
from this report ap proved by the M L As in the M ay sitting. They feel the 
communities h ave not been provided with enough time to discuss and comment on 
these recommendations. 1 1  

Now, this resolution was p assed unanimously from the p articip ants that I 
have indicated, so my position will have to be that I would like to discuss 
the matter, but I would like time for the education committees in the south 
Mackenzie to make comments and delay the passage of these recommendations 
until the fall sitting. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Stewart. Any further comments of a 
general nature? Mr. Butters. 

Mr. Butter 1 s Comments 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Chairman , I wish to congratulate the committee members 
on the many hours and the many miles they have travelled to visit numerous 
communities in the Northwest Territories, to listen to the concerns of the 
peop le in those communities, and thus they were able to provide a r ep ort which 
they feel would address and ameliorate those conditions. I regret the absence 
of the co-chairman of the committee, Mr . McLaughlin. I ex pect he will be along 
shortly to add his words to this debate. 
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I do n o t wish to disc uss the c o ntent o f  the report, a n y  o f  the ma j o r aspec ts 
o f  the report or even a n y min or aspec ts o f  the report , duri ng thi s o pen ing 
opportu n i ty to  spea k .  I just wish to  disc uss, i n  the ma i n , the pro cess. I 
believe the Member for F o xe Ba sin in di c a ted tha t edu c at i o n  has rec eived mu ch 
c o nsidera tio n in previo us  Ho uses, a nd he referred, I beli eve, to 1976 . I 
rec ollec t that in 1973 ,  when the Seventh Co u n c i l  met here, the b u lk  o f  the 
disc ussio n w a s  ta ken u p  i n  exa min in g  elements tha t Memb ers felt sh o u ld be  
c o n ta ined in  a n ew edu c a tio n ordin a n c e .  The crux, the essen ti a l  elemen t a n d the 
heart o f  that ordin a n c e w as to b e  the devolutio n o f  c o n trol o f  edu c a ti on progra ms 
a nd, as  m u c h  as  po ssib le, c u rric ulum, to the c ommu n ities a nd to pa ren ts . 

Go a l  Of Devo lvin g Co ntro l Of Edu c a ti o n  To Commu n ities 

I thin k tha t  the Edu c a tio n Ordi n a n c e tha t i s  in pl a ce did tha t, is doin g tha t, 
a nd ha s do n e  that .  The ho n o ura ble Memb er for  Ma c k en zie Lia rd equ a ted these 
lo c a l  edu c a tio n a uthori ties to a dviso ry c o mmittees, b ut as  a lega l min d he 
k n o ws tha t the three- tiered mec ha n ism tha t  w as  esta bl i shed by the Edu c a tio n 
Ordin a n c e d i d n o t crea te a dvisory c ommittees b u t i t  crea ted b odies with po wers 
in va ri o us areas from a lo c a l  edu c a tio n c o mmittee, c o mm u n ity edu c a tio n so c i ety, 
to a s c ho ol b o ard. In f a ct  ma n y  o f  the Ea stern Arc tic c o mmu n ities h a ve 
rec ogn ized the lo c a l  a u to n o my tha t  tha t  ordin a n c e has pro vided them, b ec a use 
they ha ve mo ved to w a rd esta b lishin g lo c a l  edu c a tio n so ciet i es in th eir 
c o mmu n i ties, a n d I b elieve Iglo olik has o n e ;  there may be a so c i ety in eight 
o r  10 o f  the Eastern Arc tic c ommu nities. So I believe we did move c o nsidera b ly 
to w a rd that go al, a g o al  whic h is a 9 a in reitera ted a nd c o n ta ined i n  this reo ort, 
whic h i s  the devo lvin g o f  the c o n trol o f  edu c a tio n  ma tters a n d programs to the 
c ommu n ities . 

We did n o t  do i t  very qu i c k ly. It t o o k  a c o nsi dera b l e  amo u nt o f  time, as I 
rec ollec t. As I sa id, i n  1 973  we disc ussed elemen ts. I remember i n  1976 , 
I believe it w as, i n  Ra n k i n  Inlet, we were lo o k ing a t  the edu c a tio n ordi n a n c e 
pro posed . I rememb er I w as i n  t he  cha ir a t  the ti me, a n d the �ember f or the 
High Arcti c w a s  sitti ng  over o n  this s i de o f  the Ho use, a n d I j ust had the 
deb a te a l o n g  to cla use 3 5  or  38, a n d Mr. Pudlu k rose a nd sa i d, 1 1 En o ugh o f  this . 1 1  

He sa i d, 1 1 We ha ve no tra ns l a tio n.  This i s  u nsati sf a ctory. There is in su f fic i en t  
in form a tio n a nd I do n o t  k n o w that  o u r c o nstituents a re a w a re o f  wha t w e  are 
do i n g here. I thin k th a t  we sh o u ld delay a n d defer this u n til there c a n  be 
a dequ ate c o nsu l ta tio n ,  pro per k n o w l edge of wha t we are do in g, a nd let us do 
i t  pro p e rly . 1 1  I f  Mr . P udlu k w i ll remember , the w h o l e  pro cess gro u n d  to a 
halt, a nd the Co mmissio ner o f  tha t  day, Mr . Ho dgso n ,  sa t up a n d in respo nse 
to a q u estio n b y  Mr. Eva l u arju k  sa id, 1 1 Yes, we thin k we  c a n  pro vide c h arter 
mo n ey to the Memb ers o f  the Eastern Arcti c who feel that i n su f fic ien t 
c o nsulta tio n has o c c urred. 1 1 I be l ieve tha t shortly a fter tha t sessi o n  prorogued, 
the territo ria l go vern ment did develop mo ney a n d a ircra ft for Members to go 
in to the c o mmu n i ties a n d c o nsu lt. 

So even in tha t  da y we rec ogn i zed th a t  if yo u are go ing to put the c o n tro l o f  
edu c a tio n in t h e  ha nds o f  the c o mmu n ity, i t  i s  importa n t  that they k n o w  exa ctly 
wh a t  they are gettin g i n to. I just f orget the date o f  the pa ssin g o f  the 
c urrent ordin a n ce, b ut I thin k it w as  a b o ut 1977, so there w a s  a disc ussio n 
peri od  o f  some fo ur yea rs before we ha d mo ved to a po i n t in time where a n  
ordin a n c e w as  put into pla ce. 

Peopl e H a ve � ot Ha d Opportu n ity To Review Report 

In terms o f  the pro cess, I w o uld refer to the letter o f  tra n smitta l  tha t w as  
su b mitted to  us in  M a rch, a n d the l ast para graph espec ially, whic h sa id, 1 1 The 
spec i a l c o mmittee ha s c o mpl eted this rep ort ea rlier tha n w a s  origin a lly 
schedu l ed ,  so that Members o f  the Assemb l y  a n d the peo ple o f  the N orthwest 
Terri tori es c a n  revi ew the rec o mmenda ti o ns �rior to the sprin g sessio n  o f  the 
L e g i s l a t u re . 1

1 N o \'I , t h e \At o r d u s e d i s 1
1 c a n 1 1 re v i e v-t ; n o t ma y re v i e w , b u t c a n 

review, a n d I a m  very do u b t f u l i f  that expec tat i o n ,  tha t c o n ditio n ,  tha t 
i n ten tio n ,  has been met. I do n o t thin k tha t  the peopl e o f  the Territories ha ve 
ha d a n  o p portu n ity to review these rec o mmen da ti o ns. My u ndersta n ding i s  that 
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the tr a n sl atio n that v1 a s  made o f  this repo rt at tha t time in In uktitut o n ly 
co vered the 49 reco mmendatio ns. The tr a nslatio n of the b o dy of  the repo rt 
was n o t ava il a b l e  to the public at l a rge in In uktitut-spea kin g co mmun ities 
until it was ta bled by  Mr. Curley o n  Thursda y. Other Members ha ve men tio ned 
that  the Dene la n g uages, while they may have been co nsidered, ha ve n ot been 
used as vehicles to ca r ry the subst a nce a n d the intentio n of the a utho r s  o f  
this repo rt. 

Full Co n sultatio n Needed Befo re Ado ptio n Of Reco mmendatio n s  

I n  sayin g these things, a n d suggestin g these thin gs, I am  n o t spea kin g i n  the 
sense of  del ay .  I a m  spea kin g in the sense of co nsultatio n a n d the desire to 
ensure that  what we do a dopt h a s  the a ppr o va l, has the un dersta n din g ,  h a s the 
a ccepta n ce of  a ll the peopl e o f  the No rthw est Ter rito ries. What  we s ay ,  a n d 
wha t  we say in this repo rt, is " ��e wa nt to give yo u, the peo ple in the 
co mmun ities, the respo n sibility fo r this n ew educatio n system . "  Yet I a lmo st 
get the feelin g, when I hea r some of  the comments, tha t  we wa n t  to give it to 
them so much that  we do n ot have time fo r them to exa min e  it befo re we give 
it to them. We a re so tied up with this pa ckage, a n d so sure that  this packa ge 
is what they wa nt that  we a re go ing to give it to them without full a n d co mplete 
co nsultatio n .  

I n ote, to o, in the repo rt that was ta bled the other da y, in the pa r a gr a ph ca l l ed 
11 A Fi  n al  l✓ o rd "  , a n d I quote , a ga in : 1 1  We co nfidently expect that o ur repo rt w i l l 
stimulate a n d  chall en ge the ima gin a tio n of every perso n interested in 
educ at i on i n the No rthwest Ter ri  to r i  es . . . .  1 1 That i s q r  eat , a n d n o  o n e co u l d 
ha ve greater hopes tha n I o r  Members o f  this chamber tha t  this repo rt  does 
that, 1 1 

• • •  a n d we lo ok fo rwa rd to full discussio n of the reco mmen da tio n s  tha t  we 
n ow submit" . Well, to stimulate a n d cha l lenge the ima o in atio n ,  it has to g et 
to those imagin atio ns. It has to be un derst0 od a n d rea d b y  those ima gin a t1 o n s, 
a n d fo r a full discussio n , certa in ly we ha ve to have feedb a ck fr om  those 
imagin atio ns. We ha ve to ha ve some co mment a n d some reco mmendatio n s  a n d some 
un dersta ndin g fr om  our co nstituents. 

Member 1 s Perso n a l  Opin io n s  Expressed 

I, in spea king to it to da y  a n d in spea kin g in the days a head, I a m  spea kin g 
fo r myse l f -- To m Butters o n l y. a m  the MLA, a Member o f  the Legislative 
Assemb l y, representin g In uvik , b ut I a m  n ot rep resentin g In uvik here to day, 
fo r the simpl e rea so n  . . . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr.  F r aser ) : Yo ur time is up, Mr. Butters. Is it o ka y  if he 
co ntin ues? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agreed . 

---Agreed 

CHAIRMAN (Mr .  F r a ser) : Ca r ry o n .  

HON. TOM BUTTERS: I a m  n o t  representin g In uvik here toda y, fo r the simple 
rea so n tha t  there ha s n ot been time, I thin k, fo r full a n d ima gin ative discussio n 
to occur in this co mmun ity. I checked with the peo ple who sit o n  the b o a rd of 
the loca l educa tio n autho r ity, a nd they in dica te that  this, the documen t that 
wa s ta bled in Ma rch, wa s b efo r e  them -- a n d fo r wha t  reaso n I do n ot kn ow the 
del a y  -- b ut it was b efore  them o n ly a week ago  Wednesda y. So I ha ve attempted 
to a r r a nge a nd schedule meetings with them, possibly this weekend o r  wha tever , 
b ut they do n ot ha ve reco mmen dptio ns  o r  points to ma ke at this time. I would 
a lso like to indicate tha t, since the Executive Committee ha s n ot co nsidered this 
documen t  -- we ha ve been b riefed o n  it, b ut we ha ve n ot co nsidered it --
a n ything I may say is n ot necessa r ily suppo rted by a n y or ma n y  Members of that  
co mmittee. 
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D i strib ution O f  Report 

I wo uld be interested to h ave s ome ques t ions with  regard to t he  distrib ution 
o f  the  report . Maybe I could a sk  questions that cou l d  be ans wered by some of  
t h e  committee Members . I wonder if we could be as s ured that thes e reports 
have been widely circulated and t h at t hey are in the  h ands of people in Arctic 
Bay and Coppermine, Tuktoyaktu k  and Rae . I do not know if they are ; I as s ume 
that s u f ficient numbers  of copies now h ave been printed to s ee t hem dis s eminated 
very widely and into as many hands as pos s ib l e .  I would be interested to know 
if there h ave been trans l ations made on tapes in Dene languages or at least  
of  the  major recommendations ,  and w h ether these  recommendations are in the  
h ands of  local education authorities or, in those  communities w h ere l oca l 
ed ucation authorities do not exist, interes ted parents . 

I know that, a l though  t he  committee and the  Members  s trove mightily, they 
did not vis it all of  the  communities in the  Nort h west  Territories .  I g ues s 
I would like to have some as s urance that those  communities that our  committee 
did mis s do have copies o f  t h is report in their h and s ,  and do feel that they 
have been able, or are able, to contrib ute to this  proces s .  

Req uest To Have Cons ultants Available 

I wou l d  als o  like to know if any of  t h e  expert cons ultants mentioned in the  
las t  of  the  report wil l  be avai l able to ans wer questions .  The  co -ch airman of  
t he  report mentioned that this  report has  been written in "cons u l tantes e "  and 
wonder if some of the  people w h o  put this  together in the  lanq uage of the 
highly educated profes s ional will be available to ex plain some of  t he  larger 
words.  I notice Mr . La ughton is  here, w hich is very welcome, b ut I a l so  noted 
that a l arge number of  people from Manitoba were cons u l ted and es pecia l ly from 
the  Frontier Sch ool Divis ion of  Manitoba. I h ave heard that many of  the  
elements of that divis ion appear in this  report. I know the  committee had 
frequent occas ion to meet in Winnipeg and I was not s ure w h ether this  was 
becau s e  of  the avai l ability of  those  cons u l tants or w h at, b ut I am j u s t  as king,  
I gues s ,  if  Manitoba, the  Manitoba experience, has  played a major role in 
putting this  report together? I wou l d  l ike to h ave availab l e  to u s  cons ultants 
from that j uris diction, so  t h at we could ques tion and cons ult them .  

So again, my congrat u l ations to the  committee. I would agree with  Mr . Stewart, 
I t h ink we do have time for an examination ,  a final examination of  t he 
recommendations in the  fa l l. We will s til l be able to h ave these  recommendations 
trans lated into lega l jargon for formalization and acceptance in the  winter 
se s s ion , so  that we can meet the  commitment that t he  committee has  made to 
its e l f. 

I rea l ize that committee Member s  wil l  be impatient and fr u s trated beca u s e  
t h e  correctnes s  o f  t h e  recommendations are s o  clear to them. I s uggest to them 
that I know they have lived with  this  for two year s  and l ike an eleph ant 
attempting to deliver a calf t hey wo uld l ike to get rid of  it and get it on 
its own feet, b ut I would ju st  ask  for their patience and unders tanding and 
trust  that we co uld have a l itt l e  bit more time for a thorou g h  examination of  
the  recommendations.  

�o  Fears Of  C hanging C urrent Sit uation 

In saying that , may I s ugge st  to you t hat I have fo und nobody w h o  is afraid 
to make changes that are neces s ary. I h ave ta l ked with  nobody w h o  is u n will ing 
to ch ange a sit uation w h ich is currently detrimenta l to the  st udent, becau se  
th i s  i s  the most  im portant person we are t hinking of, and the peoole w ho attend 
our  schoo l s .  I th ink we a l l ,  every one of  u s ,  the  2 2  of  u s  w ho s it h ere, the  
p a rents w h o  bore those  chi l dren and oth er people in the  community want to ens ure 
that our next generation is going to be better and brighter and wis er and 
richer t h a n we are. So, I think that we co u l d  take a l ittle time and as 
somebody s a i d ,  co-operate and prod uce a report that 7 0 , 1 5 , 20 years from now 
we can  l ook  b a ck at a nd a l l be pro ud of. 
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CH AIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Tha n k  you, Mr. Butters. Mrs. Sorensen . 

Mrs. Sorensen 1 s Comments 

MRS. SORE NSE N :  Tha n k  you, Mr. Cha irma n .  �r. Cha irma n ,  I remember ba ck to 
December of 1979  when the sta n din g committee on fin a n ce met to review its 
first budget, soon after bein g elected. As we went through ea ch depa rtmen t we 
pa rticularly looked a t  ea ch depa rtmen t  with a view to a ccounta bility a n d 
whether tha t depa rtmen t  in government was performing. Toward the end of the 
review we fin a lly ha d the officia ls of the Dep a rtment of Educa tion come before 
us a n d one of the first observa tions w a s  that the Depa rtmen t of E duca tion was 
spen ding one of the la rger budgets, second to DPW. Given tha t  we were 
spendin g in excess of some $ 60 million on educa tion or were to be spen din g 
in the next yea r, Members of the fin a n ce committee a sked, 1

1 \�el 1, let us ha ve 
some a ccoun ta bility here. How ma n y  children are gra duatin g from gra de eight? How 
ma ny children a re gra dua ting from gra de 10? How ma ny  children a re gra dua ting 
from gra de 12? 1 1  

vJ e a lso a sked question s  like, 1

1 Wha t  is the a tten da n ce rate in 
our schools a cross the Territories? 1

1 As the a nswers ca me in to the Members 
of the committee we felt tha t  we just could not come into the Legisla ture a n d 
recommen d  tha t  tha t $60 million budg et be pa ssed without a public a ccounta bility 
on the fun ctioning of the depa rtmen t a n d the educa tion system in the 
Northwest Territories. Therefore the sta n din g committee sa id, when the 
Legisla tive Assembly bega n to review the budget the followin g  February/ M a rch 
of 1980 in Yellowk n ife, that we wa n ted to see a ma jor deba te ta ke pla ce on 
the floor of the Assembly concern ing education in the North a n d we distributed 
some of the sta tistics tha t we ha d been a ble to gather. 

Committee Is A Result Of La ck Of Accoun ta bility 

As a result of tha t deba te th a t  took pla ce, Mr. Taga k Curley made the motion 
tha t a specia l committee should be esta blished a n d everyone  kn ows wha t took 
pla ce as a result of tha t  motion. Here today we ha ve the resul ts of that very 
specia l con cern tha t  this Legisla ture has for a la ck of a ccounta bility in our 
educa tion system. 

I person ally had occa sion to a tten d  three of the specia l committee meetin gs. 
The first, unfortun a tely, w a s  extremely emotion a l. It con cern ed the gra n ts 
a n d bursaries situa tion.  I was not proud of a n yone a t  tha t  meetin g, in cludin g 
my o w n  co nst i t u e n ts a nd incl udin g Me mbers o f  th e co mm i tte e tha t  a tte n de d  a n d  
I was not proud of myself either. However, the secon d meetin g held in 
Yellowkn ife dea lt with the educa tion system a n d the schoolin g  of our children.  
It was held over a two day period a n d I w as very proud of the way my con stituen ts 
ha n dled themselves a n d contributed. to this report . Th eir briefs were 
comprehensive a nd it showed very much their con cern with the educa tion system 
in the Northwest Territories. 

Specia l Committee Meetin g  In Fort Resolution 

The third meetin g, Mr. Cha irma n ,  was held in Fort Resolution .  I ha d occa sion 
to a ccompa ny  the specia l  committee when it tra velled from Ha y River, where we 
were holding  the session last M a y, to Fort Resolution for its special  educa tion 
committee meeting there. The meeting was extremely well a tten ded by the 
people of Fort Resolution a n d just a s  Ms Courn oyea described in her opening 
rema rks, the people of the commun ity demonstra ted a grea t degree of con cern 
for their children a n d their children 1 s schooling. The thin 0 I wa n t  to poin t 
out a bout tha t  meeting  was, Mr. Cha irma n ,  the sensitive way in which ea ch 
Member of the committee probed a n d prodded a n d asked questions a n d sought 
participa tion of the people th a t  were there. I w as  extremely impressed with 
the specia l committee 1 s ha n dling of the issue in a community where the ma jority 
of people a re n a tive people a n d not so in clin ed to spea k a t  public meetin gs 
where a lot of white people are in a tten da n ce. I felt just as  Ms Courn oyea 
described, tha t they were very a rticula te in the way they emphasized the need 
for cha nge within the educa tion system so tha t it better a ccommoda ted th eir 
children a nd their needs. 
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Mr. Cha irma n ,  I feel that the r ep o rt is a m a j o r  a n d a very b o l d  sta te ment o n  
p o licy directio n .  It is a sign ifica nt p o licy directio n ,  ho wever , a n d everyo ne  
that I ha ve ta lked to  i n  my co n stituency a n d in deed in  Yello wkn ife has  
in dicated their interest in  the co n cepts a n d phil oso phy of  the rep o rt. They 
a r e n ot a ll su p p o rtiv e ,  that is tr ue, b ut they a re very  inter ested in it a n d 
very, I gu ess , challen ged by  the deb a te that  is go ing o n  n o w  with respect 
to the co ntents o f  the rep o rt. 

Levels Alrea dy Achieved Must Not Be Lost 

The rep o rt is w ritten fr om a r u r a l perspectiv e a nd there is certa inly n othin g 
w r o n g with that beca use the ma j o rity of peo p l e  a re living in a r u r a l situ atio n 
in the N o rthwest Ter rito ries . There is n othin g w r o n g  with that , as  I say, 
as  lo n g  a s  those a reas such a s  my  a rea , which ha ve a lrea dy achiev ed some 
of those l evels tha t a re reco mmended in the rep o rt -- a s  lo ng as  my a rea 
is a llowed to co ntin ue  a nd gr o w  a nd dev elo p as it has been do ing witho u t  the 
lo ss of  a nything that  it has been a b l e  to a chieve so fa r. I bel ieve  tha t  
Mr. Cu rley has assu red this H o u se tha t there will  n ot be a lo ss a s  a result 
of  the imp lementatio n o f  these reco mmendatio ns. Ma ny of  my co n stitu ents , of 
co u rse , ha ve  lo ts of  qu estio ns. Mostl y those a re fo r the sake of cla rificatio n 
a n d I lo ok  fo rw a rd  to the deta iled review of  ea ch r e co mmendatio n a n d the 
b a ckgr o u n d in fo rmatio n which has p r o m pted the v a rio us reco mmendatio n s. 

I mentio ned, M r. Cha irma n ,  that  my a rea has a lrea dy been fo rtu n ate en o ugh 
a n d I sa y fo rtu n ate -- to ha ve  a lready imp lemented ma ny  o f  these reco mmen datio ns 
a n d I w o uld like to  empha size that  within b oth of  the p u blic a n d the sep a r ate 
scho ol systems in Yel l o wknife there is relativ e co nten t with the w a y  thin gs 
a re p r ogressin g there. There is n ot the sa me kind o f  b r o a d  dissa tisfa ctio n 
that  we fin d in the co mmu n ities. The children fr o m  my co nstituency a re in 
scho o l . Their a ttenda nce r a tes a re higher tha n 85 per cen t  a nd their dr o p -o ut 
r a te, w h i l e it is high, is n ot a t  a n  ep idemic lev el as it is in  some o f  the 
commu n ities. We ha ve  in Ye l l o w kn ife specia l cl a sses fo r the gifted. We ha ve  
specia l cla sses fo r the chil dren with lea r n ing  disa b ilities a n d the slo w 
lea r n ers. We ha ve  a gr o win g a nd exp a ndin g French immersio n p r o gr a m ,  which 
w a s  instituted as a result of p a renta l p r essu re a n d mo st imp o rta nt, we ha ve 
the a bility in  Yello wkn ife to  resp o n d  to o ther identified specia l n eeds as  
the p a rents a nd the elected b o a rd identify them . 

Acco u nta b ility Of Elected Scho ol  Bo a rds 

We a lready ha ve, as  I sa id, a n  elected b o a rd with a cco u nta bility to the p a ren ts 
a n d r a tep ayers a nd it is fu n ctio n ing  very well. We a lrea dy ha ve  the a b ility 
as  p a rents -- a n d  I a m  the p a rent o f  three children in the scho ol system, a n d  
I a m  o n l y  3 5  -- I a m  a yo u n g mother yo u see - - we a lready ha ve  the a bility as  
p a rents , thr o u gh o u r  elected b o a rd, to  hire  a n d fire teachers -- a n d that  is 
imp o rta nt to us. We n o w  ha v e  the a bility to directl y negotia te sa la ries 
a n d benefits with the rep resenta tives o f  the tea chers in ea ch o f  the tw o p rima ry 
a n d seco nda ry scho ol systems a nd -- so mething ,  by the w a y, that if the 
reco mmendatio ns a re imp lemented, will be  ta ken a w a y -- a n d of co u rse that is 
o n e of  the a r eas o f  co ncer n tha t has been r a ised with me . And  tea chers a re 
a l rea dy in v o lved in the develo p ment of  cu r r icu lu m within o u r  scho ols .  

Ra tepayers Wil l Questi o n  Respo n sibility Fo r Ra ising Reven ues 

The u n dersta ndin g ,  however , has been , in my co nstituency a n d within the scho ols 
in the Yellow k n i fe a rea , that  the r ights as p a rents to ha ve these resp o n sibilities 
thro ugh the el ected scho ol b o a rd co mes fr om  the fa ct tha t o n e ,  they w a n ted 
the resp o n sib i li ty . . .  

CHA I RMAN (Mr . F r a ser ) :  So r ry ,  M rs. So rensen , yo u r  1 0  min utes is fin ished. 
Sho u l d  she ca r ry o n ?  

SO ME H O N . M E M B E RS :  Agreed . 
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CHA I RMAN (Mr .  Fraser ) :  Agreed. Carry on . 

---Agreed 

M RS. SO RENSEN : . . .  that one, they wanted the responsib ility and were prepared 
to take it on, but two they pay 25 per cent of the operating and maintenance 
costs of the sc hools through their taxes . Mow, the report states that no area 
should be  penal ized in respect to c ontrol due to the inability to p ay their 
fair share. The rep ort, therefore, reflects a signific ant change in thi nking 
in the area of resp onsib ility for rai sing revenues and relating back the 
degree of resp onsib ility in the school system. Now I am concerned, nat urally, 
that my area should likewise not be  p enalized bec ause it does raise a p ortion 
of its funding and under th is new direc tion my ratep ayers and th e peop le of 
Yellowknife will certainly want to know why they will have to p ay when some 
areas ob v iously will not, partic ularly when all areas will hav e the same degree 
of responsib ility. 

Emphasis On  V ocational And O c c upational Training 

There is no doubt, Mr . Chairman, that the direction prov ided for in the rep ort 
shows a greater emp hasis on voc ational and oc c up ational training and certainly 
in dev eloping areas suc h as the North, it is c lear that educ ation programs whic h 
prov ide residents with the op portunities for training to sec ure emp loyment 
in our area are o b v iously necessary . V ocational type training is needed to 
fulfil most of the jobs  in the N orthwest Territories . We must, however, re late 
that objective to another objective and that is that our schooling system 
prov ide our children with other options, not just vocational and oc cup ational 
op tions, b ut also those that strong academic programs should prov ide so that 
we c an also get doctors and lawyers and ac c ountants and p h il osop h ers and poets 
and journalists. 

The fear, of course, is that -- and not the kinds of poems like Arnie M c c allum 
had earlier -- the fear, of course, is that with a strong emp hasis on voc ational 
programs, where high c ap ital and operating and maintenance c osts are required , 
dollars may be  div erted from the ac ademic .  I would hop e  that that fear will 
not be  realiz ed if these rec ommendations are to b e  implemented and therefore 
certain guarantees, I am afraid, should be made on this issue, guarantees 
which we will discuss later as we get into each  rec ommendation. I realize 
that Mr. Curl ey has al ready indicated, as I said earl ier, that such fears 
may be unfounded. However, it has b een my ex p erience that when money is 
scarc e, and a priority has b een set , that the money goes first to the p riority 
and if our priority in our educ ation system is ap p lied to the voc ational, 
then that is where the first dollar s  will go and whatever is left over will 
then b e  ap plied to the sec ond and third and fourth priorities. 

Now, with respect to my comments with respect to what Yellowknife has already 
been able to ac hieve, suf fic e it to say that we have been very suc cess f u l  in 
our schooling programs in Yellowknife, partic ularly from grade one to grade 
nine in the p ub lic school, and from grades one to 1 2  in the sep arate sc hool, 
and if those same kinds of suc c esses can be achieved in the c ommunities by 
increasing the parental involv ement through elected boards, then that asp ec t  
o f  the report should be  implemented quic kly. 

Support For Education O f  Adults 

As I read the rep ort and disc ussed it with my constituents, the one thing they 
all agreed with and were extremely sup portive of was the emp hasis p lac ed on 
the ab ility of adults or mature students to take part in the school programs 
and become an integral p art of the school system. The emp hasis p laced on 
adult educ ation is an imp ortant aspect of this report and I sup p ort that 
absolutely . 
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Mr. C hairman, I note that many o f  the consultants listed in the b ack o f  the 
report have come from  Manito b a .  I wonder if maybe , Manito ba  having just gone 
thro u gh an electio n  and thrown o u t a go vernment, whether it is the no rthern 
frontier that bankrupted the system. I u nd erstand that Manitoba  is very c l ose 
to b eing bankrupt. Ho wever, that is an aside .  As I u nderstand it, so me o f  the 
reco mmend ations have been mo delled after what presently exists in no rthern 
Manito b a. I will be interested later on  when we are discussing the reco mmendatio ns 
to find o u t what d ifficu lties arose as a resu l t  of the implementation of  those 
programs, and in particu lar, what the f und ing requ irements were, particu larly 
i n  respect o f  the child ren who have special need s as a result o f  mu l tiple 
hand icaps and the severely emo tional d isturbed remaining in their co mmunities 
and beco ming an integral part of  the scho ol  system. 

Fear That Reco mmendations May No t Be Implemented 

Mr . Chairman, I wo uld l ike to jo in with my colleagues in co ngratu lating the 
special committee on its fine wo rk and ded icatio n to this formidab le task. 
It was no t an easy assignment and I f ind that I understand the co mmittee 1 s wish 
to have the ad option o f  the reco mmend ations d u ring this session, not o nly the 
d iscussio n b ut the ad option o f  their recommendatio ns. With o nly two years left 
in o ur mand ate, the · fear of co u rse is a leg itimate one, and that is that if 
these recommendations are not pro ceeded with posthaste, that they may never 
be impl emented.  As a matter o f  fact, several people in my constitu ency have 
made that o bservatio n ;  those who very much suppo rt the philosophy o f  the 
d o cument say that the l onger it remains on  the shelf, so to speak, the less 
chance it has o f  being impl emented. 

C oncern That D ocu ment Has Not Been C irculated 

H owever, Mr . Chairman, I am most co ncerned that three o f  o u r ML As have pu b licly 
stated that they have no t yet read the report and we have also been info rmed 
that the translated d o cu ment, no t just the reco mmend ations b u t the translated 
d ocu ment, has not been circulated in the regions. That certainly concerns me 
since th i s  Legisl atu re prid es itsel f in making sure that the peo ple o f  the 
No rth are consu lted bef o re major decisio ns are taken, b ecause my reading o f  
b o th the f l u navut proposal and the D enend eh proposal is that that is the nature 
o f  the native way o f  go verning. That is the way they wo uld like to see 
go verning set up  in the No rth, that the peo ple h ave a say in the major decisio ns 
o f  their elected representat i ves. S o  it is no t eno ugh to say that their 
co ncerns can be  taken into acco u nt over the su mmer. Thi s rep ort g i ves 
philoso phical directio n, and if each resolution is ad opted , then a co u rse is 
set, and that co u rse will then b e  reflected in the l egislation accord ingly. 
So it is mo re then just a d iscussio n that we are having here if we ad opt 
these recommend ations . It is setting a new co urse fo r ed ucation and it will 
b e  very d ifficult , having o nce co mmitted o urselves to that new co u rse, to 
sto p and change it . 

Special Session In August W o uld Allow C o nsultation 

I wo uld ask the special co mmittee, Mr. Chairman, to have patience. We must 
remember that we, as MLAs , have only had the report fo r six weeks. The peo ple 
o f the N o rth have been denied access to the report by  the very fact that they 
co u ld no t get Engl ish co pies read ily and they co uld no t get the translated 
co pies at al l u ntil two days ago . I realize yo u r  urgency b ut I wo u l d  ask 
Members o f  the ed ucati on co mmittee to realize that a major change in d irectio n  
i s  being proposed and that pu blic deb ate must take place on this issue. I 
wo u l d like to su ggest that we call a special session of  this Legislatu re in 
late A u gust to co nsid er the ' fo rmal appro val of the recommendatio ns and that 
w i l l  give tho se Members here the oppo rtunity to read the report -- those Members 
who have no t yet read it, and I suspect there are more than three -- and it 
wo u l d  al so give those Mem b ers an opportu nity to take the report and sit d o wn 
w i th thei r co nstitu ents and review it tho roughly, as I have tried to d o  and 
have no t been su ccessful in d o ing in a r1 1 s �  type o f  way in the last six weeks . 
I have had f o u r meet i ngs with var i o us gro u ps in Yel l owknife and sti l l have no t 
d o n e al l the thi ngs that I would like to d o  with respect to the consultative 
process . 
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We could come to a sp eci al sess i on i n  late August armed w i th the thorough 
knowledge that our consti tuents are i n  favour of the rep ort and strongly 
sup port i t  and as well armed w i th recommendati ons for amendments or change that 
they would li ke to see -- sui tab le amendments -- i f  they do not agree w i th 
some of the recommendati ons. By meet i ng i n  l ate August to consi der the report 
once agai n and formally ap prove i t ,  we acknowledge the i mp ortance of the 
consultati ve process . We have done i t  before the report ; now we must have a 
ti me to do i t  after the report i s  released. 

Ti metab le For Leg i slati on Would Be Met 

Followi ng the August sessi on and a f i rm set of recommendati ons sup p orted by 
th i s  House , there wi ll be  t i me ,  and we can put a rush on i t , for the prop er 
legi slati on to be drawn up for the Novemb er/ D ecember sessi on. I wi ll feel 
comfortab l e  then , p ass i ng that legi s lati on at the Novemb er/ Decemb er sessi on 
know i ng that my consti tuents have had the op p ortuni ty to gi ve me an i nd i cati on 
of thei r concern . Your ti metab le w i ll sti ll b e  met and that i s  to adop t 
the legi slati on by  the November/ December sessi on. I thi nk that that i s  a 
comp romi se that I would li ke the speci al commi ttee to consi der seri ously. 
It i s  not , by any means , an attempt to thwart. I w i sh to thoroughly di scuss 
the recommendati ons today , b ut I would just l i ke the op portuni ty not tn have 
to vote on them unt i l I have more i np ut from my consti tuency and unti l other 
M L As have had more i np ut from the i r consti tuenci es. Thank you , Mr. Cha i rman. 

AN HON. MEMBER : Hear , hear : 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you , Mrs . Sorensen. Mr. Tologanak. 

Mr . Tologanak ' s  Comments 

HON.  KANE TOL OGANAK: Thank you , Mr. Chai rman. I ,  too , would l i ke to 
congratulate the speci al commi ttee on educati on for the thorough revi ew and 
consultati on that they have done throughout l< i ti kmeot . I would esp eci ally 
li ke to thank the commi ttee for com i ng to the Ki t i kmeot regi on and some 
Memb ers of the comm i ttee for com i ng b ack one more ti me ,  and also some of the 
workers of the commi ttee com i ng b ack to Ki t i kmeot to consult further. 

At the begi nni ng, when the commi ttee was formed , I was a Member of that 
comm i tte e for a short t i me , b ut I r e me mb e r  v e ry clearly i n  Baker La ke the 
commi ttee was gi ven a very d i ffi cult task to deal w i th grants and b ursari es. 
I th i nk i t  was a very beauti ful spr i ng at the t i me and the commi ttee , as a 
whole , d i d not want to get too deep i nto i t  knowi ng how much troub le was 
forecast at the t i me. That troub l-e they had to deal w i th and work w i th was 
resi dents of those major centres that were concerned about the grants and 
bursar i es .  The commi ttee was called all ki nds of names , names that most 
people i n  the world are not proud of , names th at ,  I am sure , most people have 
forgotten by now. They had to deal w i th thi s report called 1 1 L earni ng: Trad i t i on 
and Change 1 1

• The report has my full sup p ort. The peop le i n  my regi on asp i re 
to di g r i ght i nto i t , analyse i t  and make further comments on i t. 

Consti tuents W i sh To Delay Report Unt i l Fall 

I have , i n  the past months , toured my consti tuency and havi ng talked to several 
people i n  my consti tuency , the des i re was to del ay the rep ort unt i l the fall. 
I was hap py to see the co-chai rman , Bruce McLaughl i n ,  go to the chai rmen of 
the local educati on author i t i es ,  attend a meeti ng ,  to di scuss w i th them 
br i efly and answer questi ons , the kinds of questi ons they had about the rep ort 
and the recommendati on was there to delay the report unt i l fall. Then there 
was a meeti ng of the regi onal counc i l i n  the Ki t i kmeot regi on and a c a ll for 
delay once agai n came along. I was hap py that my colleague , N elli e Cournoyea , 
was there , representi ng Holman as an MLA , to exp lai n to the mayors , 
representati ves of Ki t i kmeot , why discussi on should begi n now . D i scuss i ons do 
not necessari ly have to end here w i th the recommendati ons be i ng p assed and voted 
upon , but there i s  no reason why they could not carry over unti l the next sess i on. 
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B ut befo re I get fu rther in to this, I ,  to o , wish to express that  I a m  very 
ha ppy to be  in In u v ik discussin g edu catio n.  I to o ,  a s  �l ick S ib besto n -- but 
fu rther in to a little mo re spo rtin g life a bit -- I played in this gym, I 
su ffer ed in this gym, I ma r ched in th is gym, I yelled in this gym, I kicked in 
this gym, I shot in this gym -- I thin k there might be so me b ullet ho les yet 
in the b a ck there ;  that is with the a rmy ca dets, I was n ot b ein g r a dica l at  
the time. That pa rt of  the spo rt , which Mr . Sib b esto n su ggested , a l so to ok 
pla ce, n ot o n ly u psta irs b ut do wnsta irs a s  well . B ut I a m  very pr o ud to be 
in In u v ik discussin g educatio n b eca use I spent a better pa rt of  my edu catio n 
in In u v ik, here, in S AMS , a nd in S a m u el Hea r n e  scho o l  o n ce it was completed. 
I rememb er at the time they ha d quite a time tryin g to n a me S a mu a l  Hea r n e. 
There were ma ny  discussio n s  ha ppening du r ing  that winter a s  to ex a ctly what 
n a me S a muel Hea r n e  sho uld ha ve . 

I ha ve seen in those yea rs , in the past two yea rs , tha t  educatio n has ev olved 
into different stages thr o ugho ut the Ter rito ries . I had a very fr u itfu l  
educatio n while I w a s  here i n  In u v ik ,  stayin g at  the Str in ger H a ll. The most 
u n fo rtu n ate pa rt that I ca n remember is tha t  utilido r div idin g the two 
hostels of two religio ns, o n  S A MS bein g div ided in to differen t win gs ; religious 
a ffilia tio ns wo u l d  exist in tho se win gs . Tha t  cha n ged eventu ally a n d eventu a l l y 
o n e of the hostels closed down a nd everyo ne was go ing to the sa me h ostel. A 
few mo nths b a ck I ha d a n  o ccasio n to to u r  the In u v ik regio n as  my depa rtmental 
respo nsibilities . I went thr o ugh Strin ger Ha ll a n d sa w some of  th e o l d  ma r ks 
o n  my old lo cker. 

Educatio n In The No rth Ha s Cha n ged D r a stica lly 

B ut educatio n in the N o rth has ch a n ged dr astica lly sin ce I was there ,  especia lly 
in the sma ller co mmu n ities . They went into a level system which I was n o t 
very suppo rtive of, a nd a m  stil l n ot suppo rtive of , a n d it sho ws in the students 
that do l ea v e the sma ller co mmu n ities a n d go o n  to higher educa tio n .  Tha t is 
evident in the students that  a re go in g to high scho o l  in In u vik, especially 
those students that a re co min g in fr om o utside of Yellowkn ife. I a m  ta lkin g 
a b o ut ma ny of  my co nstituen ts, my fut u r e  co nstituents, who will so o n  be v otin g, 
who a re bein g fr ustrated b eca use the type o f  edu catio n is n ot what it used 
to b e  a n d is n ot what it is in the commu n ities. They a re n ot well prepa red 
to go into higher educa tio n .  The Depa rtment  of  Edu catio n has been tryin g to 
dea l with the pro blem by ha ving specia l  classes, o r  a n  exten ded yea r ,  a n d/ o r  
spen di ng a n  extr a yea r in prepa r i n g themsel ves to get in to the p r o per pr o gr a m  
of curricu lum i n  Yell owkn ife . 

Edu c atio n is very impo rta nt. I ha ve rea lized tha t fo r ma ny yea rs. Cha nges 
a r e bein g ma de .  At o n e time I co u ld n ot spea k my first la ngu a ge fo r quite 
a n u mber of  yea rs a n d it is o n ly thr o u gh my own effo rts a n d  the help of ma ny  
people tha t I ha ve been a ble to  reta in a n d pr a ctise my l a n gu age in  b o th 
Kitikmeot dia lects. 

The F u tu re Of Ou r Children Is In The Repo rt 

I do n ot wish to sa y to o much at th is time b u t to co ngr atulate the co mmittee 
fo r the fine wo rk they ha ve  do ne a n d the very ha rd co nsulta tio n tha t  they 
ha ve do ne thr o u gho ut the Ter rito ries . The reco mmendatio ns, a s  I ha ve go ne  
th r o u gh them, a re very  admin ist r a tiv e a nd a re a way of  dea lin g with makin g 
cha n ges b u t sti l l the sense of tr a ditio n is there .  I hope du rin g  o u r  discussio ns 
a nd deb ates that  we will dea l with ev ery reco mmen datio n in  a very reaso n a b l e  
a nd mild-ma n nered way so tha t the futu re of o u r  children -- the futu re of  o u r  
chil dren is in this repo rt a n d wha t we sa y a n d ho w we dea l with them is the 
wa y -- we m ust m a ke a pa th' fo r the educatio n of  o u r  chil dren.  Tha n k  yo u .  

C H A I R M /HI ( M r . F r a s e r ) : T h a n k y o u , n r . T o l o g a n a k . ,11. r e t h e r e a n y m o r e g e n e r a 1 
co m ments? I t  seems that  j ust a b o ut everyb o dy has h a d o n e  go a r o u n d, I th in k ,  
n ow .  M r. vJ ah- Shee . 
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M r. Wah-Shee 1 s Comments 

HON. J AMES WAH-SHEE: F i rst of all , I would li ke to con gratu late the commi ttee 
Members for the f i ne  report that they have come out wi th an d I look forward to 
goi ng  through the v ar i ou s  recommen dati ons . I wou ld li ke to also say , on 
behalf of the Dogr i b  n ati on , that we had a good opportu n i ty to dev elop ou r 
own edu cati on system i n  ou r own commu n i ty. We were rather fortu n ate that the 
requ est was made from the commu n i ty to the ter r i tor i al gov er n ment that we 
wanted to man a ge and r u n  ou r own educati on system i n  ou r own commu n i ty .  We 
were fortu n ate to have  the co-operat i on of  the gover n ment at that t i me. So , 
we have been r u n n i ng  ou r own school soci ety for a n u mber of years an d so 
we sti ll have  a long  way to go as a commu n i ty. There i s  a great deal of 
i nterest i n  formi ng a regi on al b oard i n  my area . Not only that , b ut we are 
also v ery i n terested i n  for mi ng  a Dogr i b tr i b al cou nci l. 

Concer ns Of Rae-Edzo School Soci ety 

My commu n i ty ,  the Rae-Edzo school soci ety b oard has asked me to con vey two 
con cer ns  regardi ng  the report. F i rst of all i s  that I share the v i ew of hav i ng 
two separate di v i s i on al b oards i n  the area of Mackenzi e Li ard an d the Rae-
Lac la Martre area. The reason for thi s ,  of cou rse , i s  that i n  the Mackenzi e 
Li ard area you have a n umber of commu n i ti es that all speak the same langu age. 
It i s  qu i te an area , actu ally , an d I feel that they shou ld b e  enti tled to the i r 
own boar d ,  at least a regi onal b oard. 

We i n  ou r area are a tr i b e u nto ou r own .  We speak ou r own langu age. C u ltu rally 
i t  makes a lot of sense to have  ou r own regi onal board as well. The people 
i n  my area have  the aspi rati ons of formi n g  thi s regi onal tr i bal cou n ci l. They 
would li ke to see the v ar i ous  regi onal boar ds plug i nto thi s tr i b al cou n ci l  
an d they feel that i t  should b e  don e  alon g th ose li n es an d I f ully su pport 
thei r aspi rati ons i n  that area. 

The other one i s  i n  regard  to the recommen dat i on s. In my area the commu n i t i es 
wou ld li ke to hav e the opportu n i ty to take a look at the v ar i ous recommendati ons 
contai ned i n  the commi ttee 1 s report. I share the v i ews of other Members who 
feel that the var i ous commu n i t i es sho u ld be gi ven the opportu n i ty to look at 
these recommen dat i ons that we are cons i der i ng whi le we are s i tti n g  here i n  
In u v i k . 

System Has Produced Few Professi onal People 

I would not li ke to go i nto the whole hi story of my exper i en ce wi th the edu cati on 
system. I thi n k  i t  i s  fai rly s i mi lar to the on es that have  already b een 
expressed today an d I share the v i ew that the presen t  edu cat i on system needs 
to be  overhauled and some drasti c chan ges are necessary i f  ou r stu dents i n  the 
Northwest Ter r i tor i es are to ben ef i t  an d to adv an ce. On e th i n g  I hav e to say , 
though ,  about the prev i ous  edu cati on system. We have not produced very  man y 
doctors an d lawyers an d teachers. The very few that we have produ ced hav e 
tu r ned out to be  good pol i ti ci an s. However , I must say that even thou gh we 
di d not man age to produce many profess i onal people i n  v ar i ous walks of li fe 
an d i n  trade , i t  would seem to me that the prev i ous educati on system has 
produced man y  n at i v e  and n on -n ati v e  poli t i ci ans. I thi n k  there i s  somethi ng  
to be  sa i d  about that , I suppose , an d perhaps we have  too man y poli ti ci ans 
an d not enough chi efs . 

---Lau ghter 

Mr . Chai rman , I wou ld j ust li ke to say that I look forward to go i ng  through 
the report. Than k you .  

CHAIRMAN (Mr . F raser) : Than k you , M r .  Wah-Shee . Comments of a gen eral  n atu re . 
There are no f u rther commen ts. Everybody has had a go at i t .  Is i t  the wi sh 
to report progress? 

. J 



SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agr eed. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser ) :  Agreed. 

- --Ag reed 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Fraser. 
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REPORT OF THE COMM I TTEE OF THE WHOLE OF TABLED DOCUMENT 2- 82(2 ) , L EARN I NG :  
TRADITION AND CHANGE IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

MR. FRASER :  Mr. Speaker , the committee has been considering Tabled Document 
2-82(2) and wishes to report p rog ress. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Fraser. Are there any announcements from the 
floor ? Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTER S :  Mr. Sp eaker,  I wonder if I might have unanimous consent 
to return to Item 9, notices of motion for first reading of bills. 

SOME HON.  MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Unanimous consent is being req uested to return to Item 9, notices 
of motion for first reading of bills. Are there any nays ? 

REV ERT TO ITEM NO. 9: NOTICES OF MOTION FOR FIR ST READIN G OF BILLS 

Proceed, Mr. Butters. 

-- -Agreed 

Notice Of Motion For First Reading Of Bill 1 -82(2 ) :  Sup p lementary Ap p rop riation 
Ordinance, N o .  3 ,  1 981- 1982 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Sp eaker,  I give notice that on Monday, May 1 7th, 1982, 
I shall move that Bill 1-82(2 ) ,  An  Ordinance Respecting Additional Exp enditur es 
for the Public Service for the 1981- 1982 Financial Year , be r ead for the first 
time . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Announcements. Mr . Pudluk. 

MR . PUDLUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr . Sp eaker.  want to notify the 
Members -- it is not very good news. I want the people who were in the Eighth 
Assembly to know that one of our first inter p r eters, J immy N ayomialook, died 
this w i nter . I just wanted you to know. He was one of the very best 
inter p r eters . He was not lazy . He was one of our inter p reters dur ing the 
Eighth Assembly. I just wanted you to know that. Thank you. 

MR . SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Pudluk. Are there any further announcements from 
the floor ? M r . Curley . 

M R . CURLEY: Mr. Speaker,  I would just like to announce to the Members here 
that I th i nk we should give a special ap p reciation to the Native Women ' s 
Association for p roviding such an exce llent service, particularly to Agnes 
Gardland J ones, Mar g aret Nazon Donovan, Minnie Kal inek , V iolet Greenland, and 
their p res i dent, Berth a All en. 

SOM E HON. MEM BER S :  Hear, he � r '.  

-- -Ap plause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you, M r . Curley . Are there any further announcements? 
Mr. Cler k ,  announcements  and orders of the day, p lease. 
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C L E RK O F  THE HOUSE (Mr. Remn ant) : Members will be  aware that they have a l l 
received in vitatio ns to the receptio n this even in g by the town o f  In uvik in 
the co u n cil chambers at 8: 00 p. m. O n  Satu r day , May 15 , ll : 00 a. m. in the smal l 
Family Hall , a j o int meetin g  of the stan din g committees o n  fin an ce an d 
legisl atio n.  

Fo r those MLAs who have in dicated that they wish to  tr avel to  Aklavik an d 
Fo rt McPherso n o n  Su nday , the flight fo r this trip is leaving the air p o rt at 
l : 00 p. m. Vehicles wil l be at the vario us places of  acco mmo datio n to pick u p  
Members between 12: 15 an d 12: 30. 

O n  M o n day , May 7 7 , 9: 30 a. m. , in the sma l l Family Hall , a meeting  of the 
caucus su bco mmittee o n  electo ral b o u n daries. 

ITE M  NO . 7 4: O RDE RS O F  THE DAY 

O rders of the day fo r Mo n day , May 7 7 , l : 00 p . m. 

l .  Pr ayer 

2 .  Replies to C o mmi ssio n er ' s  Addr ess 

3. O r al Questio ns  

4. Qu estio ns  an d Retu r ns 

5. Petitio ns  

Tabling  of  Documents 6 .  

7 .  

8 .  

9 .  

Rep o rts of  Stan ding and Sp ecial C o mmittees 

N o tices of Motio n 

�f otices of Motio n fo r First Reading  of  Bi l l s 

1 0. Motio ns 

1 7 . Intr oductio n of Bills fo r First Reading 

1 2. Seco n d  Reading  of Bills 

1 3. C o nsideratio n in C o mmittee o f. the Whole of  Bills , Reco mmen datio ns  to the 
Legislatu re and Other Matters: Tabled Document 2- 8 2 (2) 

14 .  O r ders of the Day 

MR. SPE AKER: Than k yo u ,  Mr. Clerk. This Ho use stan ds adj o u r ned u n til l : 00 p. m . , 
Mo n day , May 17th , 7 982. 

- --ADJ OURNME NT 
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