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INUVIK, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

MONDAY, MAY 17, 1982 

Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. George Braden, Hon. Tom Butters, Mr. Curley, 
Ms Cournoyea, Mr. Evaluarjuk, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Kilabuk, Mr. MacQuarrie, 
Hon. Arnold Mccallum, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Mr. Noah, Hon. Dennis Patterson, 
Mr. Pudluk, Mr. Sayine, Mrs. Sorensen, Hon. Don Stewart, Hon. Kane Tologanak, 
Hon. James Wah-Shee 

ITEM NO. 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. Don Stewart): Orders of the day for Monday, May the 17th. 

Item 2, replies to Commissioner's Address. 

Item 3, oral questions. 

ITEM NO. 3: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Mr. Curley. 

Question 25-82(2): Akaitcho Hall Living Conditions 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I wish to ask the Minister of Education the 
following question. In�view of the fact that a recent trip was made by 11 
parents from Keewatin t� meet with the Akaitcho Hall hostel personnel to express 
their total dissatisfactj,on with the policies of the Akaitcho Hall, including 
expelling students for minor infractions and thereby depriving students of any 
respect for the education system, can the Minister tell the parents of Keewatin 
in this Council what assurance he gives them that the hostel will never agqin 
expel students for minor infractions, and does the Minister have any plans to 
improve the hostel living conditions to make it a more pleasant place to 
attain higher education, and not something comparable to a correctional 
institute with nothing to do after the school hours? 

t1 R . S P E A K E R : M r . M i n i s t e r , M r . P a t t e r s o n . 

Return To Question 25-82(2): Akaitcho Hall Living Conditions 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have yet to receive the 
report from the committee of concerned Keewatin parents. I do not believe it 
has quite been finalized following their recent visit; but I have received 
some information about some of their findings, and I believe they will be 
recommending that there be more emphasis on recreational opportunities for 
students at Akaitcho Hall, and that it would be more appropriate if students 
develop more of a home-away-from-home atmosphere in Akaitcho Hall, rather than 
pursuing social and recreational opportunities in the city of Yellowknife. I 
believe these are the directions of the recommendations. I am unaware of any 
conclusions on expulsion policy, but I am looking forward to hearing any 
recommendations that the parents' committee might have on that subject as well. 
I can assure the Member that although I was unable to be present when the 
parents visited, I instructed my officials to be there and give them every 
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co-operation in order to let them see first-hand some of the challenges facing 
people who are running a residence. I am very much looking forward to receiving 
the report, and I can assure the Member that the recommendations will be taken 
very seriously by me, and we will endeavour to follow through on all the 
recommendations made by the parents' committee. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKE R: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Supplementary, Mr. Curley. 

Supplementary To Question 25-82(2): Akaitcho Hall Living Conditions 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I am aware of the expulsion policy. I have one 
relative who I believe was very successful in going through the school, grade 10 
and 11, and he was expelled for a very minor infraction. The recent uproar with 
respect to the parents getting involved in this trip to Yellowknife, again 
involved the students from Keewatin being threatened to be expelled because of 
being involved in a minor party, or something. He was sleeping at 9:00 o'clock, 
and he had had some beer to drink with his friends. So, this is the kind of 
problem that is going on. I wonder if the Minister is going to be reviewing 
the report, would he also conduct a review to expel those personnel who have 
continued to deprive t�e students of higher education for very minor infractions 
of the hostel rules, because I think this is where the decision should be 
made that you should expel those supervisors who are harming the future of the 
young kids from Keewatin? 

MR. SP[AKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 25-82(2): Akaitcho Hall Living Conditions 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It certainly is not the policy 
of the Department of Education to expel students from residences for minor 
infractions, and if that is going on, then I certainly will see that something 
is done about it. However, neither would we dismiss employees for minor errors 
of judgment as well, and I cannot say more about what action we might take until 
I receive the report of that Keewatin parents' committee and until my officials 
give me their report as well. However, I can assure the Member that I do 
realize the depth of seriousness of the parents' concerns. I met with some 
over the telephone for some two hours, and I will respond as required. Thank 
you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

Question 26-82(2): Building Of Keewatin Regional Education Centre 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have another question to the Minister of Education. 
In view of the Keewatin regional education committee's recent meeting in March, 
a resolution was passed urging the Minister to proceed immediately with the 

• architectural design and construction of the proposed Keewatin regional high 
school. Can the Minister tell this Council what steps he has taken to effect 
the wishes of the people of Keewatin, and what kind of schedule does the 
Minister have for building the proposed high school? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Patterson. 

Return To Question 26-82(2): Building Of Keewatin Regional Education Centre 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am sure that the Member can 
appreciate that a complicated capital work like the proposed Keewatin regional 
education centre does require an implementation schedule, and I am pleased to 
report that I have now completed a detailed implementation plan for phasing in 
the construction of the entire education centre as oroposed by the planning 
group that has been working in the Keewatin. I will present that proposal for 
the approval of the Executive Committee very shortly, and can advise the Member 
and the Keewatin regional education authority of the decision of the Executive 
Committee at that time. It will lay out in detail precisely when planning and 
construction will take place and give a long-range picture of the conclusion of 
this important project. Thank you. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COU RNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I have a question to the Commissioner of the 
Northwest Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER: Shall we invite the Commissioner inside the ropes? Agreed? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner, please. Proceed, Ms Cournoyea. 

Question 27-82(2): Economic Develooment Review, Terms Of Reference 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, this is in regard to the Economic Development 
review. Was there detailed terms of reference given to Dr. Mair in regard to 
the kind of review he was to do on the Economic Development department? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Return To Question 27-82(2): Economic Development Review, Terms Of Reference 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, the terms of reference that were given to 
Dr. Mair were contained in a letter to him. They were not particularly detailed, 
but I believe they were fully adequate, particularly when they were combined 
with a very considerable briefing by myself of Dr. Mair. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Supplementary, Ms Cournoyea. 

Question 28-82(2): Tabling Of Consultant's Report On Economic Development 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, would the Commissioner please refer to an 
indication he made in talking about the review last week, when he indicated 
that it was a report to himself and he appeared to imply that he would not 
necessarily be tabling that report in this Assembly. 

MR. S PEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Return To Question 28-82(2): Tabling Of Consultant's Report On Economic 
Develo ment 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: I did not detect a question, Mr. Speaker, but having 
thought of the matter a little further and my response, I am quite confident 
that the report that I will receive from Dr. Mair will be tabled as a public 
document. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you. Ms Cournoyea. 

Supplementary To Question 28-82(2): Tabling Of Consultant's Report On 
Economic Development 

MS COU RNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, the Commissioner also said that he did not really 
quite know whether Dr. Mair had totally completed the investigation in this 
area and talked to each individual. Does he know now or can he tell us now 
whether Dr. Mair will be returning to this area in particular to talk to a 
number of the individuals whom he was not able to contact? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Further Return To Question 28-82(2): Tabling Of Consultant's Report On 
Economic Development 

COMMISSIONE R PA RKER: Mr. Speaker, I do not believe I made any reference to 
whether or not his work was complete, but what I did say was that I was 
expecting to receive his report by the middle of June. In my last conversation 
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with Dr. Mair, which took place perhaps 10 days ago, I believe that the trip 
that he was making shortly after that, was to be his last visit to this area. 
However, I imposed no particular restraint on him and I would have to now 
inquire from him as to whether he has any further field work to do or not. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I have another question to the Minister of 
Education. Does the Minister expect any difficulties with his colleagues on 
the Executive Committee if the recommendations of the special committee on 
education report were adopted by the House to proceed with implementing some 
of the recommendations for the next coming school year and legislative changes 
for the fall session? 

MR. SPEAKER: I think that that question is out of order, Mr. Curley. 
asking for an opinion of his colleagues. It is not a basis of fact. 

Question 29-82(2): Implementation Of Education Report Recommendations 

It is 
Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I will rephrase my question. I would like to ask 
the Minister if he would be able to proceed with some of the implementation 
if the report of the special committee were adopted, to effect changes for 
the upcoming school year and would he be able to prepare, possibly, some of the 
legislative changes necessary to effect some of the recommendations in the 
report? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 29-82(2): Implementation Of Education Report Recommendations 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, I am confident that the 
Executive Committee will, as it has done in the past, respond with dispatch 
and efficiency to implement the directions of the Legislative Assembly. Thank 
yo LI. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

Question 30-82(2): Shuffling Of Ministers' Portfolios 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I have a question to the Commissioner. 
Mr. Commissioner, you indicated to this House last week you might know in 
about a month whether to shuffle the Executive Committee Members to various 
portfolios. I wish to ask the Commissioner what is requi�ed to make an 
intelligent decision whether to shuffle or not to shuffle the Executive 
Committee Members and what kind of inquiry or studies do you have to make and 
who do you have to consult and why does it take such a long time to make a 
decision and why cannot you make a decision now? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Return To Question 30-82(2): Shuffling Of Ministers' Portfolios 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, I suppose a decision could be made now, but 
I am not absolutely certain that major changes in portfolios are required. 
My colleagues and I have discussed this and I answered the other day to the 
effect that I relied very heavily upon the advice of the Leader of the Elected 
Executive Me�bers and the other Executive Members at arriving at this decision. 
I take issue with the portion of the question which suggested that I ever made 
any commitment toward a shuffle. That is entirely an Executive Committee 
matter and my prerogative. The decision will be made on the basis of making 
the best use of the talents that are available among the Members of the 
Executive Committee and it will be announced in due course. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Supplementary, Mr. Curley? 

Supplementary To Question 30-82(2): Shuffling Of Ministers' Portfolios 

MR. CURLEY: Yes, a final supplementary. The Commissioner assured me and this 
House last November that he would be making an announcement very soon with 
respect to the shuffling of the Executive Committee Members' portfolios and 
he again assured me in the winter session in February that he would be making 
an announcement about the shuffle very shortly, and now, again, after four 
months, he is saying to me that he is going to be making an announcement 
sometime within a month. I am not sure whether I am reading his announcements 
here properly. I would like to know whether in fact he will shuffle or not. 
You know, that is a simple question that he should have answered a long time 
ago. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Further Return To Question 30-82(2): Shuffling Of Ministers' Portfolios 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, I believe that some realignment of portfolios 
is likely to take place within the next month. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Supplementary, Mr. Curley? 

Supplementary To Question 30-82(2): Shuffling Of Ministers' Portfolios 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have a final one. I am sorry. Mr. Commissioner 
also assured me at one time that he would be considering appointing a Minister 
responsible for Eastern Arctic. Although he did make an announcement that 
he had given Mr. Patterson some responsibilities for the constitutional 
development process in the Eastern Arctic, can the Commissioner indicate to 
this House whether or not he will be considering seriously to appoint an 
Eastern Arctic Minister, in view of the fact that the plebiscite results were 
affirmatively in support of the division? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Further Return To Question 30-82(2): Shuffling Of Ministers' Portfolios 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, in makin g the appointment of the 
Hon. Dennis Patterson as a Co-Minister for Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional 
Development, I implied then or indicated then that he would have special 
responsibilities for the two eastern regions, and particularly in that area 
of concern. I am not yet convinced that regional ministries are appropriate 
and as such I would believe that it is more likely to continue to press upon 
Mr. Patterson to carry out those responsibilities of bringing the special 
concerns of the East to the Executive Committee and I am not certain that 
will make other appointments of regional ministers. If I might just add, 
do not consider that in any way am I avoiding the issue of division. In 
fact, I understand very well the issue of division and as a result of the vote, 
the earnest desire of the people of the East for division. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

Question 31-82(2): High Cost Of Gas In Baffin Region 

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, thank you. My question is directed 
to Hon. Kane Tologanak reg�rding the Baffin region. There are different 
prices for gas in the Baffin region communities, and there are some communities 
that have higher prices. The residents want to know why the cost of the gas 
is so high. Also, in my constituency Lake Harbour is close to southern 
Canada, but they still have high costs and prices. This is my question to 
Mr. Tologanak. Thank you. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Tologanak. 

HON. KANE TOLOGANAK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To properly answer the question, 
I would have to take that question as notice. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. You are taking the question as notice. 
Oral questions. Mr. Noah. 

Question 32-82(2): High Rental Rates For Poor Public Housing 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is directed to 
the Minister responsible for the Housing Corporation regarding houses that 
have been used. Some of the houses are poorly fixed, and they do not have 
enough furniture. My question is, why do they put up the rent so high, even 
though they have poor houses? My question is directed to the Minister 
responsible for the Housing Corporation. Can he answer that? 

MR. S PEAKER: Mr. McCal 1 um. 

Return To Question 32-82(2): High Rental Rates For Poor Public Housing 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, the recommendation or the direction of 
the board of directors of the Housing Corporation to increase the rental scale 
simply reflects the cost of providing housing to people and the cost of 
providing the services that are required to operate a home. That decision, to 
increase the rental rates, as the Member knows, has been delayed. I indicated 
last week that it is my opinion that it will be even further delayed as of 
June or July, but the increase in rates simply reflects the high cost of 
providing services to people in public housing. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Supplementary, Mr. Noah. 

Supplementary To Question 32-82(2): High Rental Rates For Poor Public Housing 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A supplementary to the question. 
My question is directed to the Minister responsible for the Housing Corporation, 
Mr. Speaker. Maybe the Minister is well aware of the people that are working 
on very small employment in the Northwest Territories. Can you clarify to the 
House if you are going to be increasing the rent of the houses? I know some 
people make good money, but they do not get along with the increase of the rent 
in the Northwest Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 32-82(2): High Rental Rates For Poor Public Housing 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, obviously increases to individuals of moneys 
they may have to pay for rent are not very well received at any time by anybody. 
Nobody likes having to pay greater amounts of money in order to live and be 
properly housed. As far as I am concerned, I as an individual, as the Minister 
responsible for housing, do not set the rental rates. The rental rates are 
set by a board of directors of the Housing Corporation. I think that the 
concerns that have been voiced from a number of areas about the proposed increase 
are being heeded, and are being listened to by the board of directors, and I 
am sure that they would take the appropriate action. The amount of money that 
people are assessed as a rental structure compares more than favourably with 
the amount of rents that are being paid by people in public housing across the 
country, and we allow deductions from gross income that are not in vo gue 
anywhere else in Canada. We obtain the money for social housing from the same 
source that other places do, that is, from a lending institution; in this case, 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation. In direct reply to the Member' s 
question I would expect that the board of directors will take into their 
deliberations as to whether they should increase rental rates, the kinds of 
concerns that are being voiced by people in the Territories. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Mr. Noah. 

Supplementary To Question 32-82(2): High Rental Rates For Poor Public Housing 

MR. NOAH: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, I asked the Minister responsible for the 
Housing Corporation about the inflation, and I would ask him if that increase 
is going to be going on forever, and he did not answer that. I would like a 
simple answer. I think there has got to be a limit to the increases sometime, 
and if the increases are going to go ahead forever, I am wondering, and I would 
ask the Minister -- since he is responsible for the Housing Corporation, and 
also he works closely with the board of directors -- I think there should be 
some limit on the increase, and I want some answers. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 32-82(2): High Rental Rates For Poor Public Housing 

HON. A RNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I would obviously be more than willing to 
provide a simple answer if the question was a simple question; however, the 
question is such that I have to respond to something about the cost of living. 
I know the cost of living will go up and continue to go up in the Northwest 
Territories and across the country. I cannot provide a simple yes or no answer 
as to whether the rental rates are going to go up. I do not set the rental 
rates. As for being responsible in terms of the Housing Corporation, I am 
responsible to this House for the questions regarding the operation of the 
corporation. I do not have any day to day, month to month direct involvement 
with the Housing Corporation. That is not the responsibility that I have. I 
think yes, that rents will continue to go up the same way the cost of other 
materials and other services will continue to go up in the Territories, but 
I do not have any control over that, and it may be that this House would want 
to set a maximum rent now to do forever and ever, for rental rates. That is 
the direction that you will have to give to the board of directors. I can take 
that direction and give it to the board of directors. Members of the House 
nominated those people who are now the board of directors. You are the people 
who agreed they should be on there. They make the decision. I do not. I 
would indicate to the Member that whether I think inflation is going to 
continue to rise -- if I knew the answer to that, I would take Allan MacEachen' s 
job. 

M R. SPEAK ER  : 0 r al quest i on s . Mr . Ki. l ab u k . 

Question 33-82(2): Construction Of New Houses In 1982-83 

MR. K ILABUK: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, in· late February we were told by the 
Housing Corporation that there will be no houses built in 1982-83. Is that 
the truth? I would like to know if that statement is true. Are there going 
to be some more houses built? If you know that, I would like an answer. 
Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. McCallum. 

Return To Question 33-82(2): Construction Of New Houses In 1982-83 

HON. ARMOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I had indicated at the budget session 
that the Housing Corporation will not be beginning the erection of any more 
or any new public housing in the year 1982-83. The corporation will begin to 
acquire land and begin to prepare the land for the erection of houses in 
the next year. This year, 'the only work in housing will be the completion of 
units that were built and begun the year prior. There has been no change in 
that particular direction. We are, hopefully, going to be able to continue 
with the Small Settlement Home Assistance Grant, the SSHAG grant, to promote 
ownership; but as I had indicated to Members last week in response to a question 
from the honourable Member for Mackenzie Liard, the LEAP review board has 
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stopped providing funding for training programs -- that is, the labour component 
in the SSHAG program -- so there may not even be much completed under that 
Small Settlement Home Assistance Grant, the SSHAG grant; but no, we are not 
beginning any construction of new public housing units in the Northwest 
Territories in the year 1982-83. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Kilabuk. 

Supplementary To Question 3 3-82(2): Construction Of New Houses In 1982-83 

M R. KILABUK: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, a supplementary. During the spring 
I was visiting the communities in my constituency. They were told that they 
would be getting new houses in the summer and they were told that the Housing 
Corporation was building some houses there. I would like a full answer. I 
was told of this incident in February, so I would like to fully understand 
or have some clarification from the Minister responsible for the NWT Housing 
Corporation. Thank you. 

M R. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 3 3-82(2): Construction Of New Houses In 1982 -8 3 

HON. A RNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I do not know who would indicate to people 
in communities that the corporation is going to begin the construction of 
houses, that is public housing, in the Northwest Territories in the fiscal 
year 1982-8 3. I do not know who would say that and I do not know where the 
information came from, because I have said it often enough in this House 
that we are not, as a corporation, building any public houses this year; that 
is, beginning them. We are putting up some staff housing. We are completing 
programs that were begun last year, but actually taking out the hammer and 
the nail and doing any kind of construction in housing anywhere in the 
Territories this year -- no, we are not, and I do not know whether I can be any 
more explicit than that. 

I indicated that we are beginning the site preparation for a number of units 
that will start next year, but this year there is not any, save the completion 
of units begun under a program last year, save the construction of staff 
housing and to my knowledge even the staff housing component of it has been 
seriously reduced over the past year. 

MR. S PEAKE R: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Kilabuk. 

Question 34-82(2): New Airstrip For Pangnirtung 

MR. KILABUK: (Translation) Mr. Speaker, I have another question to the 
Minister of Economic Development and Tourism. The people of Pangnirtung have 
been asking for a new airstrip. You, as the Minister of Economic Development 
and Tourism, have been telling the people of the hamlet of Pangnirtung that 
you would be meeting with them and discussing the new landing strip in 
Pangnirtung. Will you be visiting the community and telling them what your 
intentions are? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters. 

Return To Question 34-82(2): New Airstrip For Pangnirtung 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, there may be some misunderstanding. I do not 
think that I was referring to the provision of a new airstrip at Pangnirtung. 
That responsibility falls under the aegis of Local Government and my colleague, 
Mr. Wah-Shee. What I was referring to was a disagreement or a misunderstanding 
over a strip that had been given approval to by the federal government some 
months ago. I had indicated to the honourable Member that I would be travelling 
to Pangnirtung and discussing, mainly with the operator of that airstrip, how 
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it would be affecting the community's activities. When he arrived at Inuvik 
a few days ago I confirmed that it is my intention to visit the Eastern Arctic 
in the next five or six weeks and that I would be making a trip to his community. 

M R. S PEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Kilabuk. 

Question 35-82(2): Minister Of Local Government To Visit Pangnirtung 
Concerning Airstrip 

MR. K ILABUK: (Translation) Supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Would the Minister 
of Local Government, since he is responsible for the hamlets -- maybe he would 
come to visit, with the Minister of Economic Development. Would you agree to 
visit the community of Pangnirtung and discuss further the matter of the 
landing strip? Thank you. 

MR. S PEAKER: Mr. Wah-Shee. 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this as notice and 
reply to the honourable Member tomorrow. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you. You are taking the question as notice. Oral questions. 
Ms Cournoyea. 

Question 36-82(2): Decisions Made By Housing Corporation Board Of Directors 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, this is just a question as a result of the 
statement made in reply to Mr. William Noah's question to Mr. McCallum, the 
Minister responsible for housing. In terms of the board of directors of the 
Housing Corporation, would he not more clearly say that the board of directors 
have to make their decisions within certain guidelines rather than making the 
total decisions of the Housing Corporation, and would he not say that the 
board of directors of the Housing Corporation were subject to the programs that 
were negotiated by whomever, perhaps himself, and operate within the guidelines 
of those certain programs? 

MR. S PEAKER: Mr. Mc Ca 11 um. 

Return To Question 36-82(2): Decisions Made By Housing Corporation Board 
Of Directors 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, not having had the experience that the 
honourable Member opposite and the Member for the Keewatin North have had 
as being members of the board of directors of the corporation, I am not that 
totally conversant with the rules and the operations. We certainly do have 
a Northwest Territories Housing Corporation Ordinance. The Members have had 
the experience of working as board directors. I have not had that. I have 
not negotiated any particular agreement with the federal government or its 
lending institution. I would hope that in the future we would be able to do 
that, to get more directly involved and I do not put down the guidelines. The 
guidelines that possibly the Member is referring to may be the ordinance 
that sets up the Northwest Territories Housing Corporation and if I am to be 
chided at all, it may be because I am not that conversant when I should be 
with the Northwest Territories Housing Corporation Ordinance by which it 
operates, but I do not have the experience of how the board operates as a unit 
that both Members who have asked the questions on the Housing Corporation have 
had. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

Question 37-82(2): Louis Voisey's Shipping And Freighting Service In The 
Keewatin 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have a question to the Minister of Economic 
Development. In view of the fact that the small business people are having 
a very difficult time trying to cover their loans, particularly the interest 



- 99 -

on their loans, could the Minister tell this House exactly what kind of 
initiative did the Minister take to try and help Louis Voisey 1 s shipping and 
freighting service in the Keewatin, in view of the fact he has now gone into 
receivership? Could the Minister tell this House what assistance, if any, 
did Economic Development have to try and prevent that from going into 
receivership? 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters. 

Return To Question 37-82(2): Louis Voisey 1 s Shipping And Freighting Service 
In The Keewatin 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: I do not know the propriety of discussing clients 1 personal 
business in this House, but as the Member has raised the question and as 
Mr. Voisey is a constituent of the Member 1 s, I assume that he probably has 
Mr. Voisey 1 s permission to speak to the matter. I have not seen a report of 
the work that has been done with Mr. Voisey since a meeting occurred, I 
believe, early in April, when I visited the Keewatin after the winter session 
with my honourable colleague. We did discuss with Mr. Voisey at some length 
the proposals and stratagems that might be advanced to alleviate the financial 
situation in which he found himself. The strategy developed at that time, I 
recollect, was that members of my department, both in the region and from 
headquarters, would sit down with Mr. Voisey and with his financial advisers 
and accountants from Winnipeg and work out the best possible arrangement for 
him. In this situation -- although I have not been directly informed and I 
do believe that the Member 1 s statement was that that enterprise is now in 
receivership -- I would assume that that arrangement has been agreed upon by 
both the client and all the advisers that were available to Mr. Voisey. If 
there is some specific information which the Member may request, I could obtain 
this and advise him on the matter personally. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Oral questions. Supplementary, 
Mr. Curley. 

Question 38-82(2): Offsetting High Interest Rates For Small Businesses 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the Minister of Economic 
Development another question. In view of the fact that the department did not 
seem to have any interest in offsetting the high interest rates faced by 
the small businessman, does Economic Development have any plans or any proposed 
policies to assist small businessmen to offset high interest rates? If not, 
why not? 

M R. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Return To Question 38-82(2): Offsetting High Interest Rates For Small Businesses 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Speaker, the Member is absolutely incorrect in saying 
that the department is not interested in attempting to alleviate the high 
interest rates being experienced by northern businessmen. That is not correct. 
There is a policy being developed to achieve that end. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Noah. 

Question 39-82(2): Post Office Services In Chesterfield Inlet 

M R. NOAH: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a question but I do 
not really know which Minister it should be directed to. Perhaps if I ask 
the Commissioner -- I think Mrs. Sorensen is part of the post office committee. 
The Chesterfield Inlet post office has not been renovated. It is not very 
well organized. Parcels have been coming into the community -- the community 
of Chesterfield is very small, and they have a continual problem there with 
parcels. I wonder if this problem could be arranged somehow. 
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MR. S PEAKER: Mr. Noah, I am sorry. That question cannot be directed to 
Mrs. Sorensen, and I do not think anybody on the Executive -- does any body 
on the Executive wish to field that? Mr. Commissioner. 

Return To Question 39-82(2): Post Office Services In Chesterfield Inlet 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, the best that the administration can do is 
to take the honourable Member' s concerns and pass them along to Canada Post, 
and I will commit ourselves to doing that in an effort to try to improve the 
service to Chesterfield Inlet. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Mr. Curley. 

Question 40-82(2): Assistance To Mr. Voisey In Retaining Shipping Company 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have another question to the Commissioner with respect 
to this Louis Voisey' s shipping company. In view of the fact that the 
Minister has failed to assist Mr. Voisey in retaining his shipping company in 
terms of assisting him with keeping up with the high interest rates, since 
he had assured me that he would review the role of the private operators in 
that area, will the Commissioner assure this House that he will look into 
Louis Voisey's situation very carefully and see if he could try and ensure that 
he not lose his business? The Minister of Economic Development does not 
care about it. 

MR. S PEAKER: Mr. Commissioner. 

Return To Question 40-82(2): Assistance To Mr. Voisey In Retaining Shipping 
Com an 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, I have full and complete confidence in the 
Minister of Economic Development and Tourism . . .  

MR. CURLEY: That is fine, but we do not. 

COMMISSIONER PARKER: . . .  and I am sure that should he wish to have the further 
assistance of either myself or any of his colleagues, he will ask. Suffice it 
to say that we are now all fully aware of the problem that Mr. Louis Voisey is 
suffering under. 

MR. S PEAKER: Mr . Minister. 

Further Return To Question 40-82(2): Assistance To Mr. Voisey In Retaining 
Shipping Company 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: rise on a point of privilege, Mr. Speaker. I totally 
reject the insinuation by the honourable Mem ber for Keewatin South that I 
have no care or concern over his constituent' s business. That is totally 
false, uncalled for, unnecessary -- in view of the fact that I spent a number 
of hours with Mr. Voisey in Eskimo Point, and had set up an arrangement in 
which that concern could be examined. I would advise the honourable Mem ber 
that receivership is not the loss of a business. Receivership is a 
mechanism by which management controls can be put in place. I do not know 
that the Mem ber said that his constituent had lost his business. I think he 
said that it had been put into receivership. I will investigate and look into 
the matter and see what can be done; but I have not had such a report except 
from the Member. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Or'al questions. Mr. Curley. I do not want  a 
debate, just questions, please. 

Question 41-82(2): Awarding Of Business To Mr. Voisey 

MR. CU RLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker. The small business people do not appreciate any 
Minister who condones small business going into receivership, because it is not 
such a bad business. I would say that I must reject the Minister' s condoning 
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t h a t  k i n d o f  p o l i c y .  I w i l l  t h e n  a s k  t h e  M i n i s t e r , w i l l  h e  u n d e r t a k e  s e r i o u s l y  
t o  s e e  i f  h e  c a n  f i n d  a ny m e a n s  t o  k e e p  M r . V o i s ey i n  b u s i n e s s  by  a l l o w i n g  
h i m  t o  h a v e  a r o l e i n  t h a t  a r e a , t o  m o v e  f r e i g h t  f r o m  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s ? 

M R . S P E A K E R : M r . M i n i s t e r .  

R e t u r n T o  Q u e s t i o n  4 1 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : Aw a r d i n g O f  B u s i n e s s  T o  M r . V o i s e y 

H O N . T O M  B U T T E R S : M r . S p e a k e r , I g i v e  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t o  t h e  M e m b e r  t h a t  I 
w i l l  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  M r . V o i s ey t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g e x p e r i e n c e d , 
a n d  d o  w h a t e v e r  I c a n  t o  a s s i s t h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t . 

M R . S P E A K E R :  O r a l  q u e s t i o n s . M r . N o a h . 

M R . N O A H : Y e s , M r . S p e a k e r , j u s t  a c o r r e c t i o n  o n  my e a r l i e r q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r . I d i d n o t  a s k  a d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n t o  M r s . S o r e n s e n . I s i m p l y  
s t a t e d  I b e l i e v e d  M r s . S o r e n s e n  w a s  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  b o a r d  f o r t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  
o r  w h a t e v e r .  

M R . S P E A K E R : T h a n k  y o u .  O r a l q u e s t i o n s . M s  C o u r n oy e a . 

Q u e s t i o n  4 2 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : R e q u e s t  F o r  R e p l y  T o  Q u e s t i o n  1 3 - 8 2 ( 2 )  

M S  C O U R N O Y E A : M r . S p e a k e r , I a s k e d  a w r i t t e n  q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r h o u s i n g r e g a r d i n g  c o s t  o v e r r u n s  a n d  I a m  w o n d e r i n g  i f  h e  
c o u l d t e l l m e  w h e n  I c o u l d e x p e c t  a r e p l y  t o  t h e  w r i t t e n  q u e s t i o n ?  

M R . S P E A K E R : M r . M c C a l l u m .  

R e t u r n  T o  Q u e s t i o n  4 2 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : R eq u e s t  F o r  R e p l y  T o  Q u e s t i o n  1 3 - 8 2 ( 2 )  

H O N . A R N O L D  M c C A L L U M : M r . S p e a k e r , b e f o r e  t h i s  s e s s i o n  p r o r o g u e s . 

M R . S P E A K E R : T h a n k y o u . O r a l  q u e s t i o n s . M r s . S o r e n s e n . 

Q u e s t i o n  4 3 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : S o c i o - E c o n o m i c Agr e e me n t  R e  N o rm a n  W e l l s  P i pe l i n e 

M R S . S O R E N S E N : T h a n k  y o u ,  M r . S p e a k e r . My q u e s t i o n  i s  f o r  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
E c o n o m i c D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  N o rm a n  W e l l s  p i p e l i n e p r o j e c t . 
M r . M i n i s t e r , g i v e n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  o n  t h a t  N o rm a n  W e l l s  p r o j e c t  i s  n ow 
u n d e r  w ay , p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e x p a n s i o n o f  t h e  s i t e ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g 
o f  t h e  i s l a n d s , I a m  w o n d e r i n g  i f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  s i g n e d  a 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c a g r e e me n t  w i t h  E s s a  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  I n t e r p r o v i n c i a l  P i p e  L i n e 
g o v e r n i n g t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  N o r m a n  W e l l s  p i p e l i n e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  j o b a n d  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r n o r t h e r n e r s ? 

M R . S P E A K E R : M r . B u t t e r s . 

R e t u r n  T o  Q u e s t i o n  4 3 - 8 2 ( 2 ) :  S o c i o - E c o n o m i c Ag r e e m e n t  R e  N o rm a n  W e l l s  P i pe l i n e 

H O N . T O M  B U TT E R S : M r . S p e a k e r , I d o  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  s i g n i n g s u c h  a n  a g r e e me n t . 
I k n ow t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  g o i n g o n  w i t h  b o t h  M r . A r n e t t  a n d  M r . P e a r c e , 
b u t  I d o  n o t  k n ow t h a t  t h e r e h a s  b e e n  a s p e c i f i c s o c i o - e c o n o m i c a g r e e me n t  
s i g n e d  w i t h  e i t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  a g e n cy o n  t h a t  p r o j e c t . 

M R . S P E A K E R : S u p p l e m e n t a ry , M r s . S o r e n s e n . 

S u p p l e m e n t a ry T o  Q u e s t i o n  4 3 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : S o c i o - E c o n o m i c A g r e e me n t  R e  N o rm a n  W e l l s  
P i  e l i n e 

M R S . S O R E N S E N : W e l l , M r . M i n i s t e r , o f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  t h e n  o n  
my p a r t  a n d  i n d e e d , o n  t h e  p a r t o f  t h e  H o u s e  t h a t  a n  o i l a n d  g a s  p r o j e c t  w o u l d 
b e  u n d e r  w a y  a n d  y e t  t h i s g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  n o t  y e t  s i g n e d  a n d  c o n c l u d e d  a 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c a g r e e m e n t . I w o n d e r , M r . M i n i s t e r , i f  y o u  c a n  p e r h a p s  i n d i c a t e 
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to the House what the probl ems are that are associated with not getting on 
with the job? Is it perhaps that we have been informed that we are not 
responsib l e  for the socio-economic aspects of this job , as we are in the 
Beau fort Sea and with some of our mining projects? 

MR . SPEA KER: Mr . Butters . 

F urther Return To Question 4 3-82 (2 ) :  Socio-Economic Agreement Re Norman Wel l s  
Pi el ine 

HON .  TOM BUTTERS: The whol e question of  responsibi l ity for the socio-economic 
agreements is stil l very much under discussion and possib l y  very tenuo us . Our 
expectation is that -- and I am referring now to the Beau fort Sea -- that the 
new arrangements with COGLA , Canada Oi l and Gas Lands Administration , wi l l 
be the same as they were in the past with the Minister of Indian Af fairs and 
Northern Devel opment , Mr . Munro , and that is that this government wo u l d  have 
the prime responsibi l ity for negotiating and impl ementing s uch agreements , 
which wou l d  be co-signed with our federa l partner . 

With regard to the Esso Resources arrangement at the Norman Wel l s ,  whi l e there 
may not be an agreement in pl ace as signed , there is a socio-economic agreement , 
an economic paper which has certain l y  been guiding me in any comp l aints I 
receive with regard to the manner in which that project is carried on . I 
just l ooked for it in my case , but I do not find it . However , I wi l l provide 
this to the Member when I can find my copy . 

MR . SPEAKER: Mrs . Sorensen . 

Suppl ementary To Question 4 3-82 (2 ) : Socio-Economic Agreement Re Norman Wel l s  
Pi el ine 

MRS . SORENSEN: We l l ,  Mr . Minister , I stil l have not got an indication from 
y o u about why there has been a del ay in the signing of this agreement . An 
agreement is not an agreement until it is si gned by both parties . I am very 
concerned that there may be a power struggl e going on here , in that I have 
heard Mr . Scu l l ion , who I understand is the acting co-ordinator of the Norman 
Wel l s  pipel ine and who is now touring the North or has been touring the 
western part of the North , saying that if anyone has any prob l ems with the 
proponents that he is the one to whom they go . So , my q uestion is -- there 
is bound , of course , to be confusion on the part of o ur smal l contractors 
and our b usinessmen about who rea l l y  is responsib l e  for the socio-economic 
portion of this pipe l ine -- is it our government or is it Mr . Scu l l ion or is 
it COGLA or is it the Minister? 

M R .  SPEAKER: Mr . Butters . 

Further Return To Question 4 3-82 (2): Socio-Economic Agreement Re Norman 
Wel l s  Pipel ine 

HON . TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker , I maintain the position that Mr . Munro indicated 
to my predecessor some year and a ha l f  ago and that is that we have the prime 
responsibil ity for negotiating such agreements , and being invol ved in such 
agreements remains the same . The Norman Wel l s  project , as I recol l ect , is 
sl ightl y  dif ferent . I remember that when the Minister made the anno uncement 
l ate in Ju l y  of l ast year he indicated that a co-ordinating body wou l d  be 
set up and that Mr . Sc u l l ion , who has been reported to be travel l ing throughout 
the North saying he has that responsibi l ity , is now serving as interim 
co-ordinator of that body . , Possib l y  the arrangement here wil l be sl ight l y 
dif ferent , b ut we do have membership on that co-ordinating council and do have 
a manner and method for obtaining input and inf l uence on decisions made by that 
body . 

MR . SPEA KER: Thank yo u .  Suppl ementary , Mrs . Sorensen . 
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S u p p l e m e n t a ry T o  Q u e s t i o n  4 3 - 8 2 ( 2 ) :  S o c i o - E c o n o m i c A g r e e m e n t  R e  N o rm a n  
W e l l s  P i  e l i n e 

M R S . S O R E N S E N : M r . M i n i s t e r , w h e n  a r e w e  g o i n g t o  h a v e a s i g n e d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o n e n t ?  

M R . S P E A K E R :  M r . M i n i s t e r .  

F u r t h e r  R e t u r n  T o  Q u e s t i o n  4 3 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : S o c i o - E c o n o m i c A g r e e m e n t  R e  N o rm a n 
W e l l s  P i  e l i n e 

H O N . T O M  B U T T E R S : M r . S p e a k e r , I c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  t h e  M e m b e r w i t h  s u c h  a d a t e . 
A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e i t  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t , a n d  I c a n n o t  p r o v i d e t h e  M e m b e r  w i t h  
t h a t  d a t e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  s i g n e d . 

M R . S P E A K E R : T h a n k  y o u . S u p p l e m e n t a ry , M r s . S o r e n s e n . 

S u p p l e m e n t a ry T o  Q u e s t i o n  4 3 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : S o c i o - E c o n o m i c A g r e e me n t  R e  N o rm a n 
W e l l s  P i  e l i n e 

M R S . S O R E N S E N : M r . M i n i s t e r , d o  y o u  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e i s  a n  u r g e n cy t o  g e t t i n g  
t h i s  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c a g r e e me n t  s i g n e d , t h e n , a n d  c a n  I h a v e  y o u r  a s s u r a n c e t h a t  
t h a t  w i l l  b e  a n u m b e r  o n e  p r i o r i ty ,  g i v e n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  n ow 
u n d e r  w a y  a n d  d o l l a r s  a r e b e i n g  s p e n t ?  

M R . S P E A K E R :  M r . M i n i s t e r . 

F u r t h e r  R e t u r n  T o  Q u e s t i o n  4 3 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : S o c i o - E c o n o m i c A g r e e me n t  R e  N o rm a n 
W e l l s  P i  e l i n e 

H O N . T O M  B U TT E R S : Y e s , M r . S p e a k e r , t h e  M e m b e r  c a n  h a v e my a g r e e me n t  t o  t h e  
r e c o g n i t i o n o f  t h e  u r g e n cy , b u t  I w o u l d p o i n t  o u t  t o  h e r  t h a t  - - a n d  I f e e l  
t h a t  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c a r e a , w e  a r e o n  t o p  o f  t h a t . T h e  s o c i o ­
e c o n o m i c a r r a n g e m e n t  w h i c h I i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  I a m  u s i n g a s  my m o d e l  h a s  b e e n  i n  
t h e  p u b l i c  p u r v i ew f o r  a n u m b e r  o f  mo n t h s , a n d  I t h i n k  i t  m e e t s  v e ry a d e q u a t e l y  
t h e  o t h e r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c a g r e e me n t s t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t  o f  b e f o r e . W h e r e t h e  
m a j o r  d e l a y  i s ,  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  h a s  t a k e n  s u c h  a l o n g  t i m e t o  
a p p o i n t a c o - o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h a t  w h o l e p r o j e c t . I t  h a s  b e e n  m o n t h s  s i n c e  
M r . M u n r o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  g o i n g a h e a d . M r . S c u l l i o n a p p e a r e d  
o n  t h e  s c e n e  o n l y  a v e ry f e w  w e e k s  a g o , s a y tw o  mo n t h s  a g o , a n d  i s  s e r v i n g  t o  
my b e s t  k n o w l e d g e  a s  t h e  i n t e r i m  c o - o r d i n a t o r  o n l y . I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  t h e r e i s  
a n y u r g e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t , i t  i s  t o  p u t  i n  p l a c e  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  c o - o r d i n a t o r  f o r  
t h a t  p r o j e c t , w h o w o u l d s i t  d o w n  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s , i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  
g o v e r n m e n t , t o  e n s u r e t h a t  i t  g o e s  a h e a d  i n  t h e  t e rm s  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
w h i c h t h e  M i n i s t e r  o r i g i n a l l y  a n n o u n c e d , a n d  w h i c h t h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  o r i g i n a l l y  
p u t  b e f o r e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E n e r g y  B o a r d  a n d  t h e  E A R P , e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a s s e s s m e n t  
a n d  r e v i ew  p a n e l . 

M R . S P E A K E R :  T h a n k  y o u ,  M r . M i n i s t e r . O r a l q u e s t i o n s . M s  C o u r n oy e a . 

Q u e s t i o n  4 4 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : R e v i e w  O f A l c o h o l  R a t i o n i n g  

M S  C O U R N O Y E A : I h a v e a q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e a n d  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e s . 
T h e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  w h a t  a r e t h e  d a t e s  s e t  f o r t h e  r e v i ew o f  t h e  a l c o h o l  r a t i o n i n g , 
a n d  w h a t  a r e  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t i m e s  t h a t  t h e s e  me e t i n g s  w i l l  b e  
h e l d a n d  p u t  i n  p l a c e  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ?  

M R . S P E A K E R : M r . B r a d e n . 

R e t u r n  T o Q u e s t i o n  4 4 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : R e v i e w O f  A l c o h o l  R a t i o n i n g 

H O N . G E O R G E  B R A D E N : M r . S p e a k e r , I h a v e  b e e n  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
i n  s o me c o m m u n i t i e s .  I w a s  i n  F o r t  M c P h e r s o n  y e s t e r d ay a n d  m a d e  a c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
s i t  d o w n  a n d  h a v e a d e t a i l e d d i s c u s s i o n w i t h  c o mm u n i ty l e a d e r s a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  
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in that community in July. I did not ha ve a chance in A klavi k yesterday, and 
I want to assure the Member that when we travel to Tu k sometime this wee k that 
I would want to at that time determine a good time for me to discuss the issue 
in detail with the people of  Tu ktoyaktu k. 

M R. SPEAKER: Than k you. Supplementary, Ms Cournoyea. 

Supplementary To Question 44-82(2): Review Of Alcohol Rationing 

MS COURNOYEA: A question to the Minister of Justice and Public Ser vices. In 
regard to these meetings, when you determine the time, would you be putting in 
place public announcements throughout the various media and notifying 
appropriate people who ha ve expressed interest in the past? 

M R. S PEAKER: Mr. Minister. 

Further Return To Question 44-82(2): Review Of  Alcohol Rationing 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Mr. Spea ker , yes, that would be my intention. I wish to 
achie ve a full and thorough disc ussion of this issue and the options or the 
direc tion which communities would want to ta ke as a second step or a follow-up 
to the measures that have been ta ken so far, so I give her that assurance. 

M R. S PEAKER: Than k you. Oral questions. Ms Cournoyea. 

Question 45-82(2): Decision Ma king Policies Of Executi ve Committee 

MS COURNOYEA: I have a question to the Commissioner of  the Northwest Territories. 
Mr. Commissioner, this is in regard to meetings of  the Executive Committee 
Members. Would you say that the decision ma king policies that come out of the 
Executive are done by those who appear more regularly, and who are in 
attendance at most of the meetings and are paying due attention to the particular 
Executive meetings where the decisions are made? 

M R. S PEAKER: That is an assumption again -- you are as king for an op 1 n 1 on. 
Mr. Commissioner, if you wish to answer that you may, but you are not required 
to. 

Return To Question 4 5 -82(2 ) : Decision Ma king Policies Of E xecutive C ommit tee 

COMMISSIONER P A RKE R: Mr. Spea ker, in the interests of good communications I 
will answer it by saying that the Members of the Executive Committee take part 
regularly -- all Members ta ke part regularly in E xecutive Committee meetings. 
There are times when some Members must be absent in order to conduct departmental 
business, but we have found that we can conduct a certain amount of business 
by ha ving those absent Members attend through a telephone hoo kup. So I would 
say that the contribution of  Ministers to the Executive Committee decision 
making process is very good. 

M R. S PEAKER: Than k you. Oral questions. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Spea ker, I had a number of  questions to the Minister of 
Renewable Resources. However, I will hold those bac k in the hope that he will 
be present at some date dur i ng the session. 

M R. SPEAKER: Than k you. Are there any further oral questions? Than k you, 
Mr. Commissioner. 

Item 4, questions and returns. 

ITEM NO . 4 :  QUEST I ONS AND RETUR NS 

Written questions. Mr. Curley. 



- 105 -

Quest i on 4 6-82(2): Informat i on Regard i ng Execut i ve Comm i ttee Members 

MR. CUR LEY: Mr. Speaker, I have a wr i tten questi on to the Comm i s s i oner. In 
v i ew of the contenti on of some Members of th i s  House that the Execut i ve Comm i ttee 
Members are not perform i ng to the i r  h i ghest level of effort and concern for 
other reg i ons outs i de of the i r  consti tuenc i es, but show more concern w i th the i r  
consti tuents, contrary to the Comm i s s i oner' s contenti on, w i ll the Comm i s s i oner 
provi de the House w i th the follow i ng i nformat i on: 1) what amount of leave has 
each Execut i ve Comm i ttee Member taken s i nce h i s /her appoi ntment; 2) what 
commun i t i es has each Execut i ve Comm i ttee Member travelled to on off i c i al bus i nes s,  
as i de from the Counc i l  ses s i ons, s i nce the i r  appo i ntment; and 3) punctuali ty of 
each Execut i ve Comm i ttee Member to the Executi ve Comm i ttee meeti ngs dur i ng thei r  
term as Execut i ve Comm i ttee Members .  

MR. S PEAKER: Item 4, wr i tten quest i on s. Are there any returns today ? 
Mr. McCallum. 

Return To Quest i on 5-82(2): Travel As s i stance For Dental Treatment 

HON. AR NOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I have a return to an oral quest i on asked 
by Mr . Arlooktoo on May 1 3th regard i ng transportat i on as s i stance for dental 
care. I have been provi ded w i th the follow i ng reply. 

The present poli cy regard i ng transportat i on for the purpose of obta i ni ng 
dental attent i on i s  the same as that i n  effect for med i cal transportat i on 
generally. Med i cal serv i ces  presently do as s i st i nd i v i duals w i th tran sportati on 
to get dental attent i on when the i nd i v i duals are referred by the nurse or other 
med i cal per son i n  charge at the nurs i ng stat i on. 

A new transportat i on pol i cy, presently i n  draft form, attempts to streamli ne 
the adm i n i strat i ve system so that pat i ents who must  travel for med i cal or 
dental attent i on may do so w i th a m i n i mum of bureaucrat i c  bother. Th i s  new 
system, currently be i ng tested dur i ng a three month tr i al per i o d  i n  the Baffi n  
reg i on, would see all deta i le d  arrangements for mov i ng pati ents back and forth 
between the communi t i es and the serv i c i ng centre handled by one agency, me d i cal 
serv i ces. Presently these arrangements are spl i t  between the Government of 
Canada and the Government of the Northwest Terr i tor i es, and th i s  creates 
uncerta i nty and confus i on w i th respect to the respons i ble agency i nvolved i n  
making the transportat i on arrangements. 

A rev i ew of the re sult s of the test system, as well as the dollar and man year 
transfer requ i rement w i ll take place i n  June w i th a v i ew to determi n i ng the 
feas i b i l i ty of such an arrangement. 

MR. S PEAKER: Thank you, Mr. M i n i ster . Are there any further returns to day? 

Item 5, pet i t i ons. 

Item 6, tabli ng of documents. 

ITEM NO. 6: TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 

Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN : Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. I have two document s to table: 

Tabled Document 14-82(2), i s  a letter I have rece i ved from the Cathol i c  Women' s 
League of Canada, the Yellowkn i fe branch, i n  wh i ch they po i nt out the i r  concern 
w i th respect to the recommendat i ons  of the spec i al commi ttee on educat i on on 
the pos s i ble los s  of the separate school system ' s r i ght to have d i rect 
re spons i b i l i ty for the educat i on of Cathol i c  ch i ldren from k i ndergarten to 
grade 12. 
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Tab l ed Document 15-82 (2), a l etter, Mr . Speaker, that I have rece i ved f rom the 
Northern Addi cti on Servi ces i n  wh i ch they b r i ng to attenti on the great need for 
more dol l ar s  to be spent by th i s government for preventi on and treatment of 
persons aff l i cted w i th a l cohol i s m, and they ques t i on whether we m i ght be 
i nteres ted enough to ra i se i t  dur i ng th i s s es s i on .  Than k you, M r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAK ER: Thank you. Tab l i ng of  documents.  Mr. Mcca l l um .  

HON . ARNOLD McCAL LUM: Mr . Speaker, I w i sh to tab l e  Tab l ed Document 16 -82 (2), 
Annual Report, Ter r i tor i a l Hospi tal  Insurance Serv i ces, for the per i od endi ng 
March 31, 1981 . 

MR. SP EAK ER: Thank you. Tab l i ng of documents.  

Item 7, reports of standi ng and s pec ia l  comm i ttees.  

Item 8, noti ces of moti on .  

ITEM NO . 8: NOTIC ES O F  MOTION 

Ms Cournoyea . 

Noti ce Of Mot i on 6-82(2): E xtens i on Of Repl i es To The Comm i s s i oner ' s  Addres s 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr . Speaker, I w i l l  be as k i ng for unan i mous cons ent to proceed 
wi th th i s mot i on when i t  comes up on the order paper. The mot i on: 

Whereas a number of MLAs were unab l e  to ar r i ve i n  Inuv i k at the start of  th i s 
ses s i on as a resu l t of  other i mportant comm i tments ; And whereas these MLAs shou l d 
have equal opportuni t i es to rep l y to the Comm i s s i oner's Addres s as  a l l other 
MLAs; Now therefore, I move, seconded by the honourab l e  Mem ber for K i t i kmeot , 
Kane Tol oganak, that the per i od prov i ded i n  the rul es of th i s  As semb l y  for the 
pres entati on of rep l i es to the Comm i s s i oner's Addres s be extended s o  that 
repl i es may be presented for the durat i on of thi s ses s i on. 

MR . SPEA K ER: Thank you . Noti ces of moti on. Ms Cournoyea. 

Noti ce Of Mot i on 7-82(2): E s tab l i shment Of � Federa l Boundar i es Comm i s s i on 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, th i s  i s  not i ce of moti on for May 19th: 

Now therefore, I move, s econded by the Member from the K i t i kmeot, Kane Tol oganak, 
that thi s Counci l of the Northwes t Ter r i tor i es hereby requests the Government 
of Canada to appo i nt as soon as pos s i b l e  a federal boundar i es comm i s s i on to 
consul t w i th the peop l e  of the Northwest  Ter r i tor i es and to recommend the exact 
boundar i es of the new ter r i tory; 

And fu rther, that thi s ter r i tor i a l  Counci l hereby recommends to the Government 
of Canada the fo l l ow i ng gu i del i nes for the boundar i es comm i s s i on: 

l )  that the f i nal  recommendat i ons on the exact boundar i es of the new eas tern 
ter r i tory be conc l uded i n  t i me for cons i derat i on by th i s Counci l at a spec i a l 
s i tt i ng i n  the spr i ng of 1983; 

2) that the boundar i es comm i s s i on shal l cons i s t of three i ndependent, respected 
per sons w i th exper i ence of the Northwest Ter r i tor i es,  appoi nted by the Government 
of Canada i n  consul tat i on wi th the Counc i l of the Northwes t Ter r i tor i es ;  and 

3 )  that the boundar i es comm i s s i on be prov i ded wi th adequate funds to hol d 
hear i ngs to consul t wi th i nteres ted c i t i zens of the Northwest  Ter r i tor i es .  

MR. SPEAK ER: Thank you. Noti ces of moti on. M r. Eva l uarjuk . 
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N o t i c e  O f  M o t i o n  8 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : R e p o r t  O f  T h e  C h i e f P l e b i s c i t e O f f i c e r  T o  B e  
A c c ep t e d  A n d  T r a n s m i t t e d  T o  T h e  P r i m� M i r

t

i s t e r 

M R . E V A L U A R J U K :  ( T r a n s l a t i o n )  T h a n k  y o u , M r . S p e a k e r . 
o f  m o t i o n fo r M a y  1 9 t h , s e c o n d e d  by  M r . M a c Q u a r r i e :  

w i l l  g i v e n o t i c e  

N o w  t h e r e f o r e , I m o v e  t h a t  t h i s  t e r r i t o r i a l  C o u n c i l n o w  o f f i c i a l l y  a c c e p t s  
t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  A p r i l 1 4 t h , 1 9 8 2 , p l e b i s c i t e o n  t h e  d i v i s i o n o f  t h e  
N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  r e c omme n d s  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o mm i t t e e  t h a t  a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  M e m b e r s  o f  t h i s C o u n c i l ,  c h o s e n  b y  a l l t h e  
M e m b e r s , p e r s o n a l l y p r e s e n t  t h e  R e p o r t . o f  t h e  C h i e f  P l e b i s c i t e O f f i c e r  o n  t h e  
P l e b i s c i t e o n  D i v i s i o n o f  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  1 9 8 2  t o  t h e  P r i m e M i n i s t e r  
o f  C a n a d a , t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e  f o r C a n a d a  a n d  A t t o r n ey G e n e r a l  f o r t h e  
N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  I n d i a n  a n d  N o r t h e r n  A f f a i r s ; 

A n d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C h i e f P l e b i s c i t e O f f i c e r  o n  t h e  P l e b i s c i t e 
o n  D i v i s i o n o f  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  p r e m i e r s  o f  
a l l t h e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  C a n a d a , t h e  a t t o r n e y s  g e n e r a l o f  a l l t h e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  C a n a d a  
a n d  t o  t h e  Y u k o n  G o v e r n m e n t  L e a d e r  a n d  t h e  Y u k o n  M i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e . 

M R .  S P E A K E R : T h a n k  y o u . N o t i c e s  o f  m o t i o n . M r . C u r l ey .  

N o t i c e  O f  M o t i o n  9 - 8 2 ( 2 ) : L o w e r i n g  O f  R e n t a l S c a l e s A n d  D i s a l l o w i n g  T h e  
P r a c t i c e  O f  I n c l u d i ng O t h e r  F a m i l y  I n c o m e  I n  R e n t  C a l c u l a t i o n s  

M R . C U R L E Y :  M r . S p e a k e r ,  I g i v e  n o t i c e  t h a t  o n  W e d n e s d a y , M a y  1 9 t h , 1 9 8 2 , I 
w i l l  m o v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

I m o v e , s e c o n d e d  by t h e  M e m b e r  f o r  K e e w a t i n N o r t h , t h a t  t h i s  t e r r i t o r i a l  C o u n c i l 
r e c omme n d  t o  t h e  H o u s i n g C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  l o w e r s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a n d  e s t a b l i s h a 
m a x i m u m  c e i l i n g t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e n t a l  s c a l e s  f o r  a l l p u b l i c  a n d  l o w r e n t a l  
h o u s i n g i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  A r c t i c ;  

A n d  f u r t h e r , t h a t  t h e  H o u s i n g C o r p o r a t i o n  b e  d i s a l l o w e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r  f a m i l y  i n c o m e  o f  t h e  l e s s e e  o r  t e n a n t  f o r t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  d e t e rm i n i n g t h e  
m a x i m u m  r e n t  o f  p u b l i c  a n d  l o w c o s t  h o u s i n g . 

M R .  S P E A K E R : N o t i c e s  o f  m o t i o n . 

I t e m  9 ,  n o t i c e s  o f  m o t i o n  f o r  f i r s t  r e a d i n g  o f  b i l l s .  

I t e m  1 0 ,  m o t i o n s . 

I T E M N O . l O : M O T I O N S  

M o t i o n  3 - 8 2 ( 2 ) . M r . F r a s e r . 

M o t i o n  3 - 8 2 ( 2 ) :  M a k e  N a t u r a l  G a s  I n  N o rm a n  W e l l s  A v a i l a b l e T o  R e s i d e n t s  

M R . F R A S E R : T h a n k  y o u ,  M r . S p e a k e r . 

W H E R E A S  s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  n a t u r a l  g a s  a r e a v a i l a b l e  i n  N o rm a n  
vJ e l l s ;  

A N D  W H E R E A S  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l i m i t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m  s u p p l i e s n a t u r a l  g a s  
t o  o n l y  a v e ry l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h i s  c o mm u n i ty ;  

N O W  T H E R E F O R E , I m o v e , s e c o n d e d  by t h e  h o n o u r a b l e M e m b e r  f o r Y e l l o w k n i f e 
S o u t h , t h a t  t h i s  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  r e c o mme n d  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o mm i t t e e  
t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  n a t u r a l  g a s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m  i n  N o r m a n  W e l l s  b e  e x p a n d e d  
t o  m a k e  n a t u r a l  g a s  s e r v i c e  a v a i l a b l e t o  a l l r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h i s c o mm u n i ty .  

M R . S P E A K E R : Y o u r  m o t i o n i s  i n  o r d e r .  P r o c e e d , M r . F r a s e r . 
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MR . F RASER : Thank you, Mr . Speaker. Last week, I tabled a petition that was 
signed by a number of residents in Norman Wells requesting that this natural gas 
pipeline be extended for different reasons -- the main reason being to heat a 
house with natural gas is considerably cheaper than heating oil. The people 
that are now not able to use natural gas are still subject to the same amount 
of taxes . The residents in the western part of the community are sharing 
natural gas, and we cannot get it in the other end; but there is still no 
dis crepancy in taxes , and other commodities like -- roads, services are not 
dealt with in the same way they are, but there are other sections opening up in 
that community and we are going to have to consider it . Now, I do not know 
where the funds are going to come from, but it should have been looked at some 
time ago when the area was opened up for a development area. 

A meeting was held by the hamlet council for Norman Wells, and I have here a 
letter from the hamlet council addressed to myself : ''At a regular counci l 
meeting held May the 10th, 1982, a petition was presented to council requesting 
the extension of a natural gas pipeline from its existing termination to the 
new development at DOT Lake provi ding access to all existing developments in 
the area. Council fully supports this petition and pass ed a motion, number 
1 1 9-82, giving that support . We trust you will use this letter as evidence of 
council' s support of the petition for the betterment of our residents . 1

1 

Also, Mr . Speaker, a telex from the superintendent of Imperial Oil, stating 
that the cost of heating by diesel fuel is approximately two to two and a 
half times the cost of heating with natural gas . So it only stands to reason 
that the people are not asking that much . I t  is just that if the natural 
gas is in the community, it is only a matter of extending a two-inch line to 
everybody in Norman Wells . I do not think that that is as king too much . I 
would like to get s ome support on this motion to see what will actually happen . 
I will be asking a written question later on in the week to find out if they 
discussed it with the Executive Committee . Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

M R . S PEAKE R : Thank you, Mr . Fraser . Mrs. Sorensen as seconder . 

Funding For Infrastructure Must Be Found 

MRS . SORENSEN : Thank you , Mr . Speaker . I am very happy to be a ble to second 
the motion . I am not sure whether most Members are aware that natural gas is 
burned o f f  as  a wa ste in Norman We l l s, and it i s  something that has conce rned 
many people , including our M P , over several years . Any method by which we 
can use that gas in the community and perhaps find ways and means of using it 
in the surrounding communities would certainly be of benefit . They have looked 
at putting the gas back down into the ground, and apparently the information 
that I have read is that it is not feasible at this time. 

Mr. Fraser has mentioned that he does not know where the funds would come from 
for the infrastructure. Well, I think recently the federal government 
announced a funding program, a community funding program, to help and aid 
communities who can find alternatives. Perhaps, rather than s tudies being 
done, as this new funding program has talked about, we can now get down to 
business and actually do some projects that we have already identified, and 
surely this project would be of benefit . We know that both the federal 
government and, indeed this House, support moving away from fuel oil for home 
heating, and in a community where there is an abundant supply of natural gas, 
it only makes good business s ense to move toward that. I would urge that a l l 
Members support this, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Ms Cournoyea. 



- 1 0 9 -

M S  COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I will support this motion. However, I have a 
series of questions and concerns in regard to the motion. This is not the 
f i rst time that this area has suggested that the way of  f i nding approval 
among residents for exportation of non-renewable reso urces would be to ensure 
that local residents have some availability and some benefit from those 
reso urces. I was somewhat concerned that in terms of the Mackenzie Delta 
hearings that took place during the Berger Inq uiry, that many of the local 
businessmen who were so anxio us to have a pipeline, neglected to ask the 
company -- once the company made the statement that yes, they wo uld be very 
happy to supply material from the so urce -- they neglected to say that the 
companies wo uld not be making any overt ure to cover the cost for infrastr ucture 
and bringing it from site to the community areas that wanted the service. I 
am wondering perhaps at this stage of time with supporting this motion, if the 
Minister of Economic Development, or the Leader of the Ho use, have foreseen 
this in the negotiations that went thro ugh with the Minister of Indian Affairs, 
the Dene Nation and the Metis Association, to ensure that these kinds of 
infrastr uctures, or the payments for the infrastr uctures to take advantage of 
exportation of non-renewable reso urces were part of the agreement that was --
do not know if it was signed, b ut there was a large anno uncement to all us 
residents that we had -- there was a conclusion drawn that certain benefits 
wo uld go to comm unities involved with the exportation of non-renewable resources 
from the Norman Wells area. 

M R. S PEAKER: Thank you. To the motion . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Q uestion. 

M R. S PEAKER: Question being called. Mr . Fraser, do you wish to concl ude the 
debate? 

MR. F RASER: Mr. Speaker, I think the Member asked a question. I do not think 
she got an answer. 

M R . S PEAKER :  This is not the question per i od. 

M R. F RASER: Still, Mr. Speaker, it has to do with the motion. She has asked 
a q uestion. 

M R .  S P E AKER: Sorry , that is not policy  on debat i ng a motion to be able to 
ask q uestions. It is a matter of making a position. If the person she asked 
the q uestion wishes to speak to the motion and in so doing answer the question, 
that is fine; but I cannot direct them to answer the question. To the motion. 
I shall call that once more, then. Mr. Braden. 

Federal Government Revenue To Upgrade Nat ural Gas Distrib ution System 

HON. GEORGE BRA DEN: Thank yo u, Mr . Speaker . In the interest of good 
communication, I would like to indicate that I wo uld support this motion, and 
subject to some further investigation, I believe that the government is 
providing some additional dollars to upgrade the nat ural gas distrib ution 
system in Norman Wells. However, I am not quite sure abo ut the extension of 
the distrib ution system to new subdivisions in Norman Wells. The point was 
raised a few min utes ago by my colleag ue from the Western Arctic concerning 
infrastr uct ure funding. Generally , in o ur discussions with the Minister of 
Indian Affairs, we impressed upon him that of the reven ue that was going to 
be made available to the Northwest Territories, some of it was going to have 
to be used for infrastruct ure. We talked not in specifics in this particular 
area, b ut it, I believe, was generally understood by the Minister and his 
senior officials that we wo uld have to spend some of the impact dollars on 
capital facilities. It wo uld make sense thro u gh that particular aven ue, or 
perhaps under some of the programs of the federal Department of Energy, Mines 
and Reso urces, to see if there was some possibility to obtain the kind of reven ue 
req uired to extend and upgrade the nat ural gas distrib ution system in Norman 
Wells and get the community off more expensive conventional f uels. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr . Minister. To the motio n. 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Question .  

MR . SPEAKER: Question being called . Mr. Fraser, do you wish to co nclude the 
debate ? 

MR. FRASER: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would just like to point out to 
the Members that -- the seco nder of the motion mentioned it, but at present, 
we have four flares that are bur ni ng steadily, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 
in the Norman Wells area, and it is all natural gas that is coming out of the 
separators . This gas is available, accordi ng to the superintende nt of Imperial 
Oil, to the residents for use. However, the prese nt separators might have to 
be brought up to standard . There are now 17 lots that are already owned a nd 
leased that do not have the use of natural gas, and an additional 44 prospective 
lot applications that are in  the hands of the hamlet council; that is over 50, 
close to 60 additional residences that will be usi ng natural gas. If the natural 
gas is not available, most of those people are building within the next year 
they would have to use a n  oil furnace a nd then maybe -- quite an  expense the 
next year, when natural gas does come in, to put in gas furnaces. Some of 
them, I realize, are a minor change, but some are not. So I would like to see 
if Local Government could maybe find funds to deal with this important matter, 
and I will be asking a written question later on in  the session .  Thank you, 
Mr . Speaker . 

Motion 3-82(2), Carried 

MR . SPEAKER: Tha nk you, Mr . Fraser . Ready for the question .  All t hose in  
favour, please show it in  the normal ma n ner. Opposed ? Let the record show 
that the motion was passed u na nimously . 

--- Carried 

Motion 4-82 (2) .  Mr . Patterson .  

Motion 4-82(2): Eastern Arctic Air Carrier Witnesses 

HON . DENN IS PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker: 

W HEREAS this Assembly agreed at its winter session to co nsider the questio n 
of Eastern Arctic air carriers ' policies, prices, a nd services at this 
session; 

AND WHEREAS represe ntatives of Nordair, Air Canada, and Northwest 
Territorial Airways have i ndicated that they will be available to appear 
before this House on  May 19 i n  respo nse to the Assembly ' s  earlier 
invitation; 

NO vJ TH ER E F O R E , I mo v e , s e c o n d e d by M r . P u d l u k , t h a t t h e s u b j e c t I I  E a s t e r n 
Arctic air carriers -- policies, prices and services ",  be co nsidered 
in committee of the whole as the first item of business on May 1 9, 1982. 

MR. PUDLUK: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your motion is in order. Proceed, Mr. Patterso n. 

HON. DENN IS PATTE RSON: I do not need to say much at all , Mr . Speaker. It is 
unfortunate that the Canadia n ' Transport Commission was unable to be here at 
this time, but I do not think we will forget about the possibility of havi ng 
them appear before the House in future. However, I think we should take this 
opportunity to hear from these carriers o n  a matter which I k now is of great 
co ncer n to all Members. Tha nk you. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Does the seconder w i sh to speak to th i s  mot i on ?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Quest i on. 

Mot i on 4-82(2), Carr i ed 

MR. S PEAKER: Quest i on be i ng called. All those i n  favour ? Opposed, i f  any? 
The mot i on i s  carr i ed unan i mously. 

--- Carr i ed 

Mot i ons. I understand that Ms C ournoyea wi shes to ask for unan i mous consent to 
proceed w i th her mot i on g i ven not i ce of today, relat i ve to the extensi on of the 
t i me l i m i t  on the repli es to the Comm i ss i oner ' s  Address. Does she have 
unan i mous consent? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any nays? Proceed, Ms Cournoyea. 

-- -Agreed 

Mot i on 6-82(2): Extens i on Of Repli es To The Comm i ssi oner' s Address 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker: 

WHEREAS a number of MLAs were unable to arr i ve i n  Inuv i k  at the start of 
th i s  sess i on as a result of other i mportant comm i tments ; 

AND WHEREAS these MLAs should have equal opportun i t i es to reply to the 
Comm i ssi oner's Address as all other MLAs ; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for K i t i kmeot, 
Kane Tologanak, that the per i od prov i ded i n  the rules of th i s  Assembly 
for the presentat i on of repl i es to the Comm i ss i oner ' s  Address be extended 
so that repli es may be presented for the durat i on of th i s  sess i on. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your mot i on i s  i n  order. Proceed. 

SOM E HON. M E MBER S :  Quest i on. 

MR. SPEAKER: Quest i on be i ng called. Mr . Noah. 

MR. NOAH: (Translat i on) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do not have much to say. 
It was e i ther the s i xth or seventh - - the last t i me we had a sess i on i n  
Yellowkn i fe, dur i ng that sess i on i t  was f i xed that the MLAs that had not 
arr i ved on t i me -- for that reason we w i sh to extend the repli es to the 
Comm i ss i oner's Address for those MLAs that could not arr i ve on t i me, and we 
d i d  not know when those MLAs would be com i ng i n. So, I w i ll be agai nst the 
mot i on. I th i nk that there should be a wr i tten rule as to the durat i on of the 
repl i es to the Comm i ss i oner' s Address. There should be a wr i tten rule that 
these MLAs should be here on t i me i f  they want to reply to the Comm i ss i oner's 
Address. We, as MLAs of the NWT, are elected to follow the rules of the House 
and the people that arr i ved here today are not s i tt i ng i n  the House. I do not 
know why. Maybe they have other th i ngs to do - - other comm i tments. I thi nk 
that we should follow the House rules for every Leg i slat i ve Assembly sess i on 
that we have. If they wanted to reply, I th i nk that they should be here. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR . S PEAKER : Thank you, Mr . Noah. To the mot i on. Are you ready for the quest i on?  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Quest i on. 
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Moti on 6-82(2) , Carr i ed 

M R. SPEAKE R : Q u esti on be i ng ca l l ed .  A l l those i n  favour? Op posed? The 
mot i on i s  carri ed . 

--- Carr i ed 

I wou l d  ask the hono urabl e Members that not everybody wa i t  unti l the l ast day , 
p l ease . Then I be l i eve that cl ears mot i ons. Mr . McCa l l um ,  d i d you have an 
announcement to make of anythi ng? 

HON . ARNOLD McCAL L UM: Mr . S p eaker , i f  you were go i ng to take coffe e  break , I 
know we have precedence. I wou l d  s i mp l y  l i ke to i nd i cate to those Members of 
the western caucus , and those Members have be en not i fi ed , that we w i l l  me � t  
at coffee  break. 

MR . SPEAK E R: Thank you . Thi s  House wi l l  recess for 15 m i n utes for coffe e .  

---Ap p l ause 

---SHORT R E C E S S  
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MR. SPEAKER : Call the House bac k to order. The orders of the day, Monday, 
May the 17th. 

Item 11, introduction of bills for first reading. 

ITEM NO. 11 : INTRODUCTION OF BILLS FOR FIRST READING 

Mr. Butters. 

First Reading Of Bill 1-82(2) : Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance, No. 3, 
1981 -1982 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Mr. Spea ker, I wish to move, seconded by the honourable 
Member for Yellow knife North, that Bill l-82(2), An Ordinance Respecting 
Additional Expenditures for the Public Service for the 1981-1982 Financial Year, 
be read for the first time. 

M R. SPEAKER : Thank you. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? Bill l-82(2) 
has had first reading. 

---Carried 

Introduction of bills for first reading. Mr. Patterson. 

First Reading Of Bill 6-82(2) : Student Financial Assistance Ordinance 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Yes. I wish to i ntroduce a bill for first reading, 
Mr. Spea ker. I move, seconded by the honourab l e  Member for Slave River, that 
Bill 6-82(2), An Ordinance Respecting Student Financial Assistance, be read 
for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you. All those in favour? Opposed, if any? Bill 6-82 ( 2) 
has had first reading. 

---Carried 

Introduction of bills for first reading. 

MR. F RA S E R : Mr. Spea k e r. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Fraser. 

MR. FRASER : Point of order. Who was the seconder on B i l l  1 -82(2)? 

MR. SP EA KER : Mr. Braden. 

Item 12, second reading of bills. 

IT EM NO. 12 : SECOND READING OF BILLS 

Mr. Butters. 

Second Reading Of Bil l 2-82(2) : Financial Administration Ordinance 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Spea ker, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for 
Yellow knife North, that Bill 2-82(2), An Ordinance to Provide for the Financial 
Administration of the Government of the Northwest Territories, be read for the 
second time. The purpose of ,this bill, Mr. Spea ker, is to introduce major 
revisions to the current Financial Administration Ordinance, primarily, to 
reflect the evolution of financial management in the Government of the Northwest 
Territories, to highlight the accountability of program managers for financial 
administration and to reflect current accounting principles for public sector 
reporting and disclosure. 
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Mr. Speaker: Bil l  2-82(2). Are  you  ready  for  a  second  reading?     All those in 
favour?    Opposed,   if any?   Bill  2-82(2) has had second reading.

---Carried

Mr. Butters.

Hon.    Tom Butters:     Mr. Speaker,   I wonder if  I  might  have  the  indulgence  of  the 
house  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  bill   I gave first reading of today and 
that  deals  with  our  supplementary appropriations,    Bill  1-82(2).

Some Hon.   Members:   Agreed.

Mr.   Curley:   Nay. 

Mr.   Speaker:    Are there two nays in the house?   It requires two or they can
proceed with second reading of the bill.   You have one nay,    I understand.    Is 
there another one?    Last call.   Is there another nay in the house?   Proceed,   
Mr.   Butters. 

Second Reading Of Bill 1-82(2): Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance, 
No. 3, 1981-1982 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and all the Members who gave me that 
consent. I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Yellowknife North, that 
Bill 1-82(2), An Ordinance Respecting Additional Expenditures for the Public 
Service for the 1981-1982 Financial Year, be read for the second time . The 
purpose of this bill, Mr. Spea ker, is to provide for additional expenditures 
for the public service for the 1981-82 financial year. 

MR. SPEAKER: Bill 1-82(2). Are you ready for the question? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: All those in favour of second reading ? Opposed ? Bill 1-82(2) 
has had second reading. 

---Carried 

Second reading of bills. Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENN IS PATTERSON: Yes, I too would like to seek consent of the House to 
give second reading to Bill 6-82(2), which was just given first reading, 
Mr. Speaker. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER: Bill 6-82(2). Are there any nays? 

MR. C URLEY: Nay. 

MR. SPEAKER: One nay. Do I hear a second nay? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Nay. 

MR. SPEAKER: Proceed. Was there another nay? 

MR. Mac QUARR IE: Nay. 

MR. SPEAKER : Three nays. The bi l l  then cannot go forth for the second reading. 
Second reading of bi l ls. 
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We will proceed then to Item 13 on the orders of the day, consideration in 
committee of the whole of bills, recommendations to the Legislature and other 
matters ; Tabled Document 2-82(2), report of the special committee on education, 
Learning: Tradition and Change, with Mr. Fraser in the chair. 

IT EM NO. 13: CONS ID E RAT ION IN COMM ITT E E  OF  THE  WHOL E OF B ILLS, R E COMMENDAT IONS 
TO T H E  LEG ISLATUR E  AND OTH E R  MATT E RS 

PROCE E D INGS IN COM M ITT E E  OF  THE  W HOLE TO CONS ID E R  TAB L E D  DOCUMENT 2-82(2), 
LEARN ING: TRA D IT ION AND C HANG E IN THE  NORTHW EST T E R R ITOR I ES 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser): The committee will come to order. We were dealing with 
Tabled Document 2-82(2), Learning: Tradition and Change in the Northwest 
Territories and we were still on general comments. General comments. Are 
there any further general comments? Mr. Braden. 

Mr. Braden I s Comments 

HON. G EORG E BRAD EN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a few general comments to 
ma ke and I would like to initially join my other colleagues in con gratulating 
the special committee, for assuming the responsibility of reviewing and assessing 
our Northwest Territories education system. I would like to recognize the 
time and the effort that they put into their job and also for putting together 
a team of experts, consultants, and for spending the time with that group in 
developing the recommendations and preparing this report. 

In the second instance, I would li ke to comment a bit on my experience with 
the Northwest Territories education system. I came north from Saskatchewan in 
1 9 64 and I was struc k by the absence at that time, particularly in some of our 
social studies and science courses, of any northern content . I remember one of 
my school teachers, who is now a politician, sitting to my right here , taught 
me . . .  

MR. CUR L EY: Shame ! 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: What the hell do you mean, " shame "?  Loo k at the job 
I did ! 

---Laug h t e r  

HON. G EORG E  BRADEN: . . .  taught me social studies 20 and we learned about the 
French Revolution and I guess a lot of European history and never really did 
touch on the North very much. The next year, in grade 12, we studied Canadian 
history, but there was, quite frankly, Mr. Chairman, a total absence of any 
northern content and that was at the time when there was a very important 
commission taking place in the Northwest Territories, and that was the 
Carrothers Commission on  political and constitutional development. Now, that 
is one concern that I have had for years about our territorial education 
system, that there is just a general lac k  of northern content, although I 
understand that some steps have been ta ken over the last few years. My 
colleague, Mr. Mac Quarrie, I understand did an in-depth examination of how to 
upgrade our civics courses in the North. So, I thin k that the report generally 
reflects that there is a need to ma ke education more relevant to young people 
of the Northwest Territories. 

In the third instance, I would li ke to indicate that I welcome the broad scope 
of the report, in that it also focuses in on education, not only for young 
people, but for northerners ih their 20s, their 30s, their 40s, particularly 
in the area of adult education, upgrading so that northerners can ta ke advantage 
of all these opportunities we keep hearing about in government or in the 
private sector. 
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I believe, and I think other Members have indica ted, that there is presently 
a couple of generations of nor therners who have lost out, who have not been 
able to get the kind of education, the training they need to be produc tive 
citizens or residents in the traditional way of life of native people and, 
unfortunately, they are no t able to adjust to fit into the industrial or the 
wage economy. I think tha t  is a tragedy in the Northwest Terri tories, that we 
have a large group of men and women who now are una ble to make a produc tive 
contribu tion to the Nor thwes t Territories, to themselves and to their families. 
So, I hope that the kind of discussion we have on that aspec t of the report is 
going to lead to some meaningful conclusions for how we can modify or change 
our presen t approach and offer through our educational system the means for 
people to ob tain the kind of skills tha t  they require. 

Language Recommenda tions Reflec t Views Of Mem bers 

I think there are some o ther very valua ble recommenda tions respec ting native 
languages and I go back to a repor t that was prepared by a former employee of 
the Governmen t of the Northwes t Territories in which he at tempted to indicate 
that  language is so significan t, so impor tant to the preservation of our 
culture. I think in this report we see reflec ted and we have over the last 
two and a half years in the comments and the argumen ts of various Mem bers come 
to see that language, the preservation, the developmen t and the use of languages 
is going to be or should be the key to ensuring that  native people in particular 
have a feeling for their background, are able to communica te with their elders 
and are able to communicate in the 198Os in a language or languages they are 
comfor table with. 

Mr. Chairman, I think in commenting on that, the commit tee is jus t right on 
and while we have in the governmen t under taken some programs so far in terms 
of preserving or developing or implementing programs in the language area, I 
think that there is a lot of po ten tial for us to make some modifications, some 
changes, and to do it very quickly, if the House accep ts the kind of 
recommendations that are made concerning the use of languages. 

Concerns Abou t Implementation 

Finally, I would like to say tha t  there are some concerns that  have been 
expressed by some of my cons ti tuents. I unders tand that some have been 
addressed already by the special commit tee, par ticularly, I would note  the 
concern of the separa te school board. There are also some questions and 
concerns that I would have in respec t of the implementation. I am very 
in terested in the concept of the Arc tic college, and the centres for learn i ng 
and teaching. However - - and I do not mean this as a criticism -- I think 
that there are some questions tha t  have to be asked about  the various proposals 
and their implementation and I find, generally, in discussions I have had wi th 
people in Yellowknife, that  many cannot fault the principles, the overall 
objec tives of the report. Ini tially, the reac tion was very positive and it 
continues to be positive. I would say, however, that as I jus t noted, there 
are some ques tions, some concerns abou t the implementation and I think that 
through our discussions here in Inuvik on this particular subjec t we can educa te 
ourselves fur ther about  some of these areas. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not really have too much more to say. I think the commit tee 
has produced an excellent document and as someone said to me in Ot tawa last 
week, he said he did not envy the Legisla ture of the Nor thwest Territories 
for a t tempting to take on an educa tion system that should be working 
e f f e c t i v e 1 y i n a c r o s s -c u 1 t u r ,a 1 e n v i r o nm e n t . H e s a i d , 1 1 E d u c a t o r s a n d g o v e r n me n t s 
have tried for years to produce a system which would work effec tively in a 
cross-cultural si tuation . 1 1  This document, I think, is an excellent star t  and 
I think it is proba bly going to be one which will be used by educators 
throughou t Canada as something which they can consider and learn from. Thank 
you very much, Mr . Chairman. 
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C HAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Braden. General comments. Comments of 
a general nature. What is the wish of the committee, then, if there are no 
further general comments? Mr. Curley. 

MR . CUR L EY :  Thank you. Mr. Chairman, we regret that Bruce McLaughlin has 
still not arrived. We had hoped that he would be in today, but I would think 
he will be back later tonight and will be able to participate in the rest of 
the opening remarks. I think it would have been important for him to have an 
opening address to the Assembly as well, but I do not think we can wait any 
longer. We are anxious to get on with dealing with the recommendations, but 
before we go on I would like to quote some of the public that has asked us to 
produce this report. 

I regret to say there is a bit of a negative response from the Executive Members 
on the other side and Members from the southern part of this area. We did 
have quite a lot of time to make changes if the Members were not happy with the 
process that was approved by the Legislative Assembly. When I introduced a 
motion to set up an inquiry committee, I would just like to point out that it 
had nothing to do with the finance committee's report at all. The concerns of 
the public were so significant that I felt it was important to set up an 
inquiry committee two and a half years ago. 

Northern Experience Of Independent Professional Staff 

The Assembly Members at that time -- Members from the southern Mackenzie as 
well -- approved that an inquiry committee should be set up with this 
professional staff independent from the government staff, so I really regret 
that there is a bit of difficulty in some of the Members accepting the kind of 
staff that we have been able to put together. Regarding the team that we put 
together, I was instrumental in putting forward the two main principals : 
Mr. Don Simpson, who has a long involvement with northern education with the 
previous regional administrations. He certainly has a lot of understanding of 
the present difficulties faced by the communities as far as the administration 
of education is concerned and program content : Joe Handley, who worked for 
the Frontier School Division as a trustee. He had a long association again 
with the Eastern Arctic, particularly with the teachers' in-service training 
programs that were very common in the early or in the middle 1960s. 
Bob Mac Quarrie knows him well because he used to be a teacher in Baker Lake at 
that time. I wo u l d  j us t  like to say tha t we have no t recommended any model 
from any other provinces at all, nor have we looked at a model in any other 
provinces. We have been able to use these people to advise us on the kinds 
of changes that we think could improve education in the North to the kind of 
standards the public expects us to accept. 

Comments From The Communities 

So, Mr. Chairman, I would like to read some of the quotes from the other 
settlements, and this particular quote is from Coral Harbour education society, 
and it reads : '' The Coral Harbour education committee members wish to have 
input and wish to have a better understanding what a society is and how it 
works, and the department should listen to what the committees and societies 
want with regard to curriculum, and also to have the power to change these. " 

The other quote reads : " The Departments of Personnel, Economic Development, 
and Education should be amalgamated to look at what can be done to assist people 
in the region with regard to adult education. " This quote is from the regional 
government staff at Rankin Inlet. 

From Pond Inlet, the local education authority states : " Higher grades in 
communities . . .  also there is a proposal for oil and gas development in the 
North. This needs manpower. At the moment, they cannot fill the positions 
even with the graduates in the Northwest Territories. There should be a 
technical school in the area teaching trades for oil company related jobs. " 
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And this quote from the Eastern Arctic again, from Igloolik : " Curriculum --
can the committee set up cultural l y  appropriate curriculums. using the community 
language as the number one language of instruc tion? For example, in the 
Greenland system, most books are in Inuktitut, but they have the option of 
reading in Danish. We realize tha t since the English system is universal, we 
mus t use i t  to communicate with the rest of the world, but the system must be 
adapted for people who wan t to speak their own 1 anguage and know their culture. 1 1  

At a Cambridge Bay public meeting it was mentioned that "fear of having to go 
to Yellowknife when you succeed could militate against a student' s success in 
grades eight and nine. '' It was strongly recommended by members of the audience 
that an experiment be done to support students staying in Cambridge Bay and 
finding alternative ways of doing the grade 10 program in Cambridge Bay. 

From Baker Lake : The society was concerned with the amount of decision making 
power they had, as regional people can change a society' s decisions, and the 
society fel t that regulations for the society are no t strong enough, as they 
do not have enough power. 

Mr. Chairman, I am going through some of these quotes because I do not want to 
be giving the impression tha t this was only the southern consultant' s input 
in there . 

From Fort Good Hope: " We are told to get ourselves elec ted to the local 
education authority if we are concerned with education. But just talk to 
anyone who has been or is curren tly on the LEA, ask them if they have any kind 
of control over what goes on in that school. A community wanting more control 
is told to try to establish an education society rather than a commit tee. " 
And it reads as fol l ows, again: 1 1 As for the considerable powers that school 
boards have, there must  be some reason why no native community in the North 
has one. Is it because of the native majority? Is it because there is no tax 
base? Or is it, as we are so of ten told, because we are not ready to assume 
more control? 1 1  

Fort Mc Pherson : The concern of the principal was that there shou l d  be more 
support given to the local education commit tee as they were working v e ry well, 
but they need more professional assistance from the Department of Education, 
and more suppor t for the very good programs they wish to run. 

This one from Rankin Inle t :  " They agreed the education societies get all the 
nothing j obs and have no power. " I t  is a quote from the regional direc tor and 
staff. 

Hay River public meeting : " Regional education boards should be a good idea 
whereby issues could be discussed and solved at  the regional level rather than 
all in Yellowknife. " 

Cora l Harbour : " Community Educa tion societies were not receiving enough 
information to base decisions on with regards to education of children in the 
schools . "  

Fort Resolution : " The education committee lacks power to carry things out. 
They can on l y recommend to the principal or to the regional super i ntendent . "  
It was expressed that perhaps a meeting of communities with the same interests 
and concerns should be held now and again so that they can sit and discuss 
their problems together. 

This one is from a Fort Smith' public hearing : " This commit tee recommends " 
this is the regional educat i on society -- "that a reg i onal education society 
be established to adequa tely represen t and identify educational issues relevant 
to this region. " 
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Repu l se Bay educat i on committee : It was fe l t  that the educ ation committee cou l d  
do nothing to so l ve some of the prob l ems, but they cannot change the ordinance . 
Peopl e fe l t  they had not he l ped to ma ke the ordinance; if they had, then they 
wou l d  feel more in support of it -- they were talking  about the existing 
ordinance. 

Hay River pub l ic meeting : Local  edu c ation committees shou l d  feed into the 
regiona l boards so that they can have l ocal  i nput at al l times and that the 
chairmen of the l ocal  education boards be on the regiona l boards. 

Cape Dorset pub lic  meeting : The l oca l  education committee fe l t  that the 
ordinance shoul d  be l oo ked at whereby more authority is given to l o ca l education 
authorities, and that the ordinanc e  shoul d  be used as a too l to be hel pfu l to 
the committee, not a hindrance. 

Ig l ool ik  j oint pub l ic meeting with LEA and school staff. Curricu l um : " We do 
not want to drop the who l e schoo l system. We just want a system appropriate to 
our needs . 1 1 

This is another one from the Hay River pub l ic meeting : "You cannot ta ke k i ds and 
force them to go to schoo l .  You have to 1 oa k at the needs and the system . . . 1 1 

and this is the system that is offering the programs " . . .  and that the programs 
per h a p s do n o t me e t th e n e e d s o f the k i d s . 1 1  

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Cur l ey, your 10 minutes are up. Does he have 
unanimous consent to continue? 

MRS. SOR ENS EN : Agreed. 

---Agreed 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Agreed. Carry on. 

MR. CURL EY: I have a few more -- three more, real l y, Mr. Cha irman . 

Fort M c Pherson pub l ic meetings : "As soon as possibl e, there shou l d  be training 
for native teachers and native adu l t  educators to deve l op programs at loca l  
l evel s . " 

Fort Mc Pherson: With regard to training of individua l s  at AVTC, it was fe l t  
that there should be more training as peop l e  do not l i ke l eaving their home 
environment. The prob l em is that husbands go out for training and thus it 
brea ks up fami l ies and it causes extreme hardship on both sides of the famil y .  

Esk imo Point : It was fel t  that there was a definite l a c k of communic ation 
between government departments, and that there shou l d  be more departmenta l 
sharing for vocational programs, and that is using resources that are a l ready 
in the region. 

Mr. Chairman, I read these into the record because we have not been ab l e  to 
tab l e  a l l the documents that the public had presented us, but we wi l l at 
l east possib l y  refer to them here as we dea l with the report. 

Significant Costs Invo l ved 

Mr. Chairman, I rea l ize there are concerns from the other Members that we are 
going to be creating significant costs to the Department of Education if the 
recommendations were to be adbpted by the House. I said again the other day 
that the present system, I be l ieve, is not one that is appreciated by the pub lic  
in the NWT and if we are going to improve it to something that the peop l e  can 
be proud of, I be l ieve we have to fight for more funds from the government . 
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I understand very wel l that a l l good things ha ve been produced by the previous 
administrations and Assemblies, but I belie ve that we today can contribute much 
more al so, at the same time not taking the credit away from those peop l e  who 
have initially introduced education to the Territories. This is not what we 
are trying to do. We are not trying to be negative about what peop l e  ha ve done 
so far, but I thin k today we are ready to consider adopting some of the 
recommendations. I do not be l ie ve we are depriving the pub l ic if we wor k through 
their MLAs, and they go bac k  to the communit i es themsel ves , rather than the 
committee, and then instituting those concerns in the fal l , when some of the 
l egis l ati ve changes are made. Otherwise, this wi l l  ha ve been a great waste of 
funds expended by the committee . Funds ha ve been appro ved by this Assem b l y, by 
the Members ' Services Board. They have been ab l e  to anal yse the funding requests 
of the committee as we went on. If we just shove the report on the ta b l e, I 
wonder whether or not we real l y  are doing what the Assem bly is supposed to -­
whether we in fact are interested in contributing to the changes to the present 
education system, which so bad l y, I be l ieve, needs the support of the Assembly. 

I do not think we need to be divided on some of the recommendations. If I or 
the committee can be given a good reason, maybe a l ist of those complaints and 
prob l ems that the Executive Members have -- maybe, the best possib l e  way is 
pro ba bly to put down those certain recommendations that they feel are going to 
be too cost l y and give us some l ists of which programs or recommendations cou l d  
be implemented or adopted now. We cou l d possib l y  have a decent interaction 
that way. You know, I am offering this as a suggestion. At the same time , I 
do not think we want to have to wait too l ong for you to ma ke up your mind, but 
maybe at this moment I wi l l  a l l ow other Members to just offer suggestions as to 
how we want to proceed, but I am anxious to ha ve  a c l ear understanding of 
exactly -- I am not anxious to fight with the guys who are on the other side 
and I hope they are not wi l ling to do that either. Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Fraser ) :  Than k you, Mr. Cur l ey. Ms Cournoyea. 

MS COURNOYEA : I wou l d  just l i ke to briefly comment on some of the suggestions 
that came from o ver the other side of the ta b l e  in regard to the prob l ems they 
see in expenditures to impl ement such a program or the recommendations that 
are coming out of the special committee report on education . 

Costs Incurred By Fai l ure Of Education System 

In reflecting bac k  on the initia l discussions and the pro b l ems that were being 
put forward right at the very outset of our first meetings of the Legis l ati ve 
Assemb l y, one of the things that was brought forward time and time again was the 
concern about the young peop l e  and the drop-out rate and the inabi l ity to cope 
with the prob l ems and the kind of tests that were put within the schoo l system. 
In ta l king about cost and eval uating cost, perhaps I can beg the peop l e  who 
are concerned about this to l oo k  beyond just the Department of Education. A 
child entering schoo l generall y is a person who begins to face many new changes 
and discip l ines and orders that perhaps he is not accustomed to. As a resu l t  
they begin to face their first failures and it takes a pretty big person to 
o vercome the failure to achieve a l aid-down program. In many of our communities 
our people who dea l with the chi l dren, oftentimes the parents do not fee l the 
urgency or the long term effect that it might have on the chi l dren, whether 
they mo ve forward in the system or not. 

So, l et us take as an examp l e  the expenditures that occur because of the fai l ures 
and the fail ure to accomp l ish what is set down in a school program or in the 
academic society that peop l e  are encouraged to participate in -- we ta ke the 
people who drop out of school 'and begin causing prob l ems in the commun i ties 
because they do not ha ve anyth i ng to do ; so there is a charge to the Department 
of Justice and Public Services in the area of juveni l e  delinquency as we l l  as 
a charge to the Department of Social Ser vices to try to overcome that prob l em. 
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If we take the failure and the ina b i lity of adults to reach a certain level 
where they can take part in the new and changing environment of the Canadian 
North , whereby wage employment is encouraged and where , as far as I can see , 
the kind of thrust toward the renewable resource development wages comes very 
secondary to encouraging people to take part in industrial employment -- if 
adults are unable to take part in that because of the ina bility to attain certain 
grade levels , then we have a pro blem again with the social services section , 
which has to expend a great deal of money to try to overcome the family situation. 

Incentive Funding Not Available For Education 

Then we talk about the funding that is made availa ble to the industrial oil and 
gas companies coming in as an incentive for them to move into this area of the 
country , but yet the same incentive for people to build up their expertise and 
their dignity while trying to take part is not necessarily always part of the 
expenditures that are either transferred to this government or recogni zed 
sincerely at the community level . So, there is a great deal of funding being 
spent in that area . 

It seems to me that if we were able to institute an educational system where 
there are very few failures then, certainly, the problem and the concern that 
it is going to cost a vast amount of money should be put aside, because that 
money is presently being spent in trying to overcome the many , many problems 
that exist in children dropping out of school, young people not able to attain 
grade 10, to participate in the wage employment, and also, the significant 
amount of money that is being spent trying to get people back on the land and 
then build up their kind of community and kind of resources that they will be 
able to have to survive . 

All these things that are offshoots of the i nadequate educational system are 
costing this government a great deal of money and each time we put a thrust or 
a force on industrial wage employment, we also put a thrust on the issue of 
people adapting to this change or this new way of trying to be involved in this 
changing society . So I would like it if each of the individuals who are 
terribly concerned about funding requirements -- it seems to me this was brought 
up on a number of occasions, that the special committee on education did not 
really think a lot about the costs of these programs . We know it is going to 
cost , but then in looking at it myself and looking at the amount of funding 
that is presently being expended and the num ber of successes that we have beyond 
grade seven, the cost-benefit analysis of that is not something that we can be 
entirely proud of . 

Need For Adult Education 

In terms of adult education, there are many people who have the desire to move 
ahead and take part in wage employment because they feel that they have to 
accept the changes that are taking place and these people themselves feel they 
have to have a place in the system and all we can tell them at present is 
real l y , 1 1  Lad i e s a n d gen t l em en , we are not ab l e to be ab  l e to a l 1 ow you to 
participate " in terms of giving them a small compensation for the time that 
they do spend on adult education, taking into consideration they have families 
to support . 

I realize that in the past there was a lot of criticism about people using the 
adult education money and not necessarily productively , because maybe some 
people ended up going to day classes because there was a bit of compensation . 
But knowing the individuals who really do want to be successful, who really do 
want to run their communities, and who really do want to compete without an 
inferiority complex about not having a certain grade level , I feel it is very 
important for them to achieve that . As I said myself , this has been promoted by 
this government and by the federal government, that you cannot really obtain a 
position in life unless you have a certain academic standing in society , that 
you should know how to read , you should know how to write, you should know 
enough to analyse the information that is presented before you , in order for 
you to make those decisions . 

• I 
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Well, to many people these are very good words, because that is what they 
taught their children when they had the total control of their families within 
a renewable resource base that they lived in, in the past, and that was not too 
long ago, where these kinds of obj ectives were part of whether you survived or 
not. But in providing these obj ectives, which are very, very good, we are 
still not really meeting that commitment, we are not reaching those obj ectives, 
and people feel that they are not successes, and when they do not feel they are 
successes, then we have to begin loo king at the fundamental problems people have. 

We have tried to deal with the liquor situation, and I wonder how many of 
those people resort to the oblivion of alcohol because they do not feel that 
they can fit in, and they feel a little bit better after they have a few shots. 

Community Involvement 

As a result, that is costing a certain amount of money to Social Services and 
Justice and Public Services, and all these costs are total and one . So I 
sincerely would li ke, when we are proceeding with the recommendations of the 
special committee on education, that there be general respect shown to the 
individual communities and the people of the communities, that they do have, 
and they do know, what their community requires, to take part . 

The issue that we have to deal with is that involvement . Now, it may be, from 
time to time, some communities are going to say, 1 1 Well, we are used to this 
advisory capacity because it always gives us an out as well, because we really 
do not have to .be accountable for a decision that we make . 1 1 Because of that 
general attituie, the children are denied the ability to go to their parents 
and insist that their parents take part, and their parents are denied, really, 
the ability to force their children, or demand from their children, to react 
to the decisions they make. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Ms Cournoyea , your 10 minutes are up . I s  it agreed that 
she continue ? 

SOME HON . MEMBERS: Agreed . 

---Agreed 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Continue. 

MS COURNOYEA: In our deliberations on the special comm i ttee on education, we 
heard many , many things that came up over and over and over again at a 
community level. Almost each community suffered the frustration of just where 
do they stand, and just how much control and how many of the fundamental issues 
they could deal with without having the overriding concern that somebody else 
is going to ma ke a different decision anyway . In the special committee' s 
report we do give a lot of responsibility to a regional board and to the 
community level. This may not be acceptable in an administrative pac kage that 
the bureaucrats li ke to see, because it is always comfortable to have something 
done in one area so you do not have to have the administration running all 
over trying, you know, to meet the needs of the people . I am not saying this 
about all administrators and all bureaucrats, but I have a strong feeling that 
we have lost many good people as a result of the fact that, when they came into 
the North to deliver a system, they really thought they were going to deliver a 
system that would make them feel proud that they could achieve a kind of 
liaison with the people in the community and really help. When they found that 
they were just delivering a southern system , many of those people just 
disappeared down south again, and many of the good people were lost . There are 
many good people and I often wonder how long they will stay with us if this 
frustration between young people, parents and teachers continues to exist. 



- 1 2 3 -

Recommendations Open To Debate 

In going over the recommendations, as a Member of the specia l committee on 
education, I certainl y  did not intend that every person wou l d  agree with those 
recommendations, and this is why they are recommendations put to this Legis l ative 
Assemb l y. I do not mind a good number of rude remarks . It does not bother me 
in the l east. I am quite used to i t  because, at the outset, we had a very 
c hal l enging task put to us on student bursaries, and I think for the f i rst time 
a l ot of the things that I presumed and thought did exist, were proved to 
exist. However, in moving forth with these recommendations, I wou l d  l ike to 
assure the grand peop l e  who worry a bit about the qua l ity of education that it 
is not the intent of this report to take away any standard good qua l ities of 
education that exist, but to try to bui l d  on that, and at the same time try to 
invo l ve the peopl e in those kinds of programs so that they wi l l take part 
sincere l y, rather than in a peripheral way, in a sound, tota l way that gives 
them confidence that they have something to do with the matter at a l l .  If you 
fee l that you have something very strong to say about some of the recommendations, 
I for one on the committee wi l l not have a prob l em in deal ing with them. I may 
not answer your questions as appropriate l y  or total l y  to your satisfaction, 
however, I be l ieve debate is important. I be l ieve that at l east the Members 
from this Legisl ative Assembl y  shou l d  have taken it upon themse l ves, as soon as 
they saw the report, to try to understand it and try to bring the concerns as 
they see them from the perspective of their constituents. 

I have had some questions given in regard to certain sections of the re port 
and I be l ieve that if it is not brought up by others and it is a negative one, 
I fee l quite happy -- and I hope you fee l conf i dent -- that I wi l l be bringing 
those up as we l l .  Thank you. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser ) :  Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Mr. Commissioner . 

Te l ex From Tungsten Community Education Committee 

COMM ISS IONER PAR KER: Mr. Chairman , I real l y  do not have an intention to debate 
this matter, but I do have one thing that I fe l t a responsibil ity to bring 
forward. It is a tel ex that I received this afternoon, which is, in fact, 
addressed to the Members of the Legis l ative Assembl y  but sent in my care. It 
is from the chairman of the Tungsten community education committee. It is not 
very l ong. Perhaps the best purpose wou l d  be for me simp l y  to read the te l ex. 
Wou l d  that be appropriate ? 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser ) :  Very good, Mr. Commissioner. We wou l d have it in the 
records then, if you wou l d  proceed � 

COMM ISS IONER PAR KER: The te l ex, which is dated May the 14th, reads as fo l l ows : 

1 1 The members of the LEA in Tungsten, have very rea l concerns about the proposed 
changes to our education system. We have had very l ittl e time to consider al l 
the impl ications, and have had some difficu l ty getting information. 
Representatives of our committee attended a meeting in Fort Simpson l ast week, 
but since no Member of the Legisl ative committee was in attendance, many of 
our questions were unanswered. Our specific concerns are: 1 )  Wi l l we be ab l e  
to continue to operate our present education program in a way which is suited 
to the needs of the fami l ies in our community? 2) Wi l l  there continue to be a 
faci l ity in the NWT where our o l der students can receive a high-schoo l education 
which wi l l  enab l e  them to pursue post-secondary education anywhere in Canada as 
they can at the present time? We urgent l y  request that the Members of the NWT 
Legis l ative Assemb l y  postpone passage of any l egisl ation until a l l LEAs in the 
NWT have had a better chance t� study the report. 1 1  The te l ex is signed by 
Phyl l is Watson, chairman for Tungsten community education commi ttee. 
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Mr. Chairman, I would not make any remarks beyo nd simply delivering that message 
except to say that in looking at the recomme ndations, they fall into different 
categories and I suppose that there are recomme ndations that could be dealt with 
at a different time than some of the others. I n  other words, some of them 
would be more easily ha ndled than  perhaps all of the recommendatio ns, and the 
only other thing is that there is, indeed, a very substa ntial financial cost 
attached to the recommendations and it will be necessary as the recomme ndatio ns 
are advanced for those costs to be recognized a nd eventually, I would hope, if 
they are passed, for the money to be found, but it wil l not necessarily be either 
an easy or a short process. I do not suppose that the Members of the committee 
ever thought that it would be easy to obtain very substa ntial additio nal funds. 
But I would just indicate that the financial co nsideratio ns, although they 
can not really be permitted to be the overriding considerations, do loom very 
large. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Tha nk you, Mr . Commissioner . He will break for 15 
minutes for coffee break a nd co ntinue with the general comme nts. 

---S HORT RECES S 
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CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : I call the committee back to order. We ha ve a quorum. 
We are dealing with general comments on 1

1 Learning : Tradition and Change 1 1

• 

Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUA R R IE :  Thank you, Mr . Chai rman . I would like the opportun i ty to 
offer a few more general comments be fore we deal with the introduct i on of the 
report, simply because I spoke at a t i me when I had not heard the comments of 
other Member s. 

I would, fi rst of all, like to deal for a little while with the system that 
existed some time ago. What prompts me to do that is, I said the other day 
that I thought just the fact that we have many native leaders making the kinds 
of decisio ns that are being made now, spoke i n  itself for some reasonable 
success of the system as it existed i n  the late 1950s and through the 1960s. 
Since saying that, a number of Members referred to two-by-fours and brutality 
and insensiti vity and this sort of thing. I would just like to reaffirm the 
fact that when I f i rst came north in 1966, while I found a school system that 
was maybe in some sense -- not maybe -- i t  was, in some respects, insensitive 
to the cultural milieu in which the education was being deli vered, but in 
many other respects it was a good system of education and it was deli vered 
by some very competent and fine people. 

Competent Teachers In Baker Lake In The 1960s 

The teachers that I had on my staff in Baker Lake, just on their behalf I 
would resent an implication that in some way they did a disservice to the 
young people of the Northwest Territories . They were as qualified or better 
than any teachers I had encountered in nine years of teaching i n  the South 
pri or to that time . They were committed and dedicated to doing a job. Many 
nights and weekends I saw lights burning in the classrooms of the school when 
teachers were working extra hours to try and do a good job. Those same 
teachers were involved also in other commun i ty activities, community associati ons, 
Scou ts and Guides and recreation programs for the communities and they gave 
a great deal of themselves. There was much that was positive about them and 
very little that was negative. 

During that time in Baker Lake, over three years, and I in vite anyone to check 
the records, the attendance at the school in Baker Lake was well over 90 per 
cent for all three years . Now, we did have cocoa and cook i es i n  the morni ng 
and perhaps some cynics might say that i s  what brought the kids to school. 
Education was considered to be compulsory and there was pressure to have 
children come to school, so some cynics would say that is what did it. But 
I would say as well that the children came to school because we were deliver i ng 
a good program in the school and because every day when they came there was 
something of value be i ng offered to them. There i� no doubt in my mind that 
the children who were in the classrooms of that school were as happy and as 
satisfied with school as students I had seen in other schools elsewhere. 

Community Consultation And Cultural Inclusion In Earlier Years 

It is true, as I said earlier, that what we were offering had not gone far 
enough to respect and to incorporate the cultural aspects of education. We 
had only what was called 1 1 cultural inclusion 1 1  and I agree that that was not 
good enough, but even in those areas we were not totally insensiti ve because, 
first of all, I made the practice at that time, and I cannot believe that I 
was the only principal i n  the Arctic who did it, to consult local residents 
about a number of decisions that were made at the school. At that time some 
parents said that they were concerned that the ability of their children to 
use Inuktitut was deteriorating and they wondered if the school could do 
s om e t h i n g a b o u t i t , a n d t h e a n s we r w a s I I  W e w i 1 1  t r y . 1 1 l� e d i d a n d i n fa c t i n 
Baker Lake, there was an Inukt i tut language program started before it was 
ever a policy of the Department of Education to do so. 
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In that community there were consultations with local parents before there 
were ever local education authorities and before it was a policy of the 
government to do so. It is because there were teachers who were sensitive to 
the fact, as all good teachers are everywhere, that you cannot carry on 
education without being concerned about what parents think. It is thei r  
children who are coming to the school. Just to broaden it a little bit, my 
immediate experience was with that community but in some of the travelling 
that I did and some of the meetings that I had, I encountered other very fine 
people who were giving the best part of their lives to education in the 
Northwest Territories and I will mention just two as an example. One would 
be the present deputy minister of Education whom I first met in 1966 or early 
1967, who is still involved with education in the North and I believe someone 
who is committed to it and did a very fine job at it. I would also mention 
another teacher whom I feel in some ways was representative of the kind of 
commitment, and it was a teacher named Vivian Julien, who without question 
gave the best years of her life to northern students and who -- I do not know 
whether Mr. Curley would acknowledge it now -- but on another occasion I 
heard him say personally that he thought she was a very fine teacher and had 
done a great deal of good. 

Questions Do Not Indi cate A Negative Response 

So I just want to point out that there was a period of time when things were 
not all bad and perhaps there have been -- not perhaps -- there has been 
changes since that time. Enrolment has declined everywhere and there are 
obvious problems. So that brings me to the second point that I want to make 
at this time and that is, some of the arguments that have been raised by 
committee Members seem to say that -- or the arguments are presented as though 
many of us on this side do not recognize problems and do not want change and 
very sincerely that is not the case. 

I have read the recommendations and all of the material in between the 
recommendat i ons and I have read them more than once . So I must say that as 
an individual I kind of resented when some who have not read the recommendations 
say that, merely because I raise questions, in some way I am trying to undermine 
the report or prevent its implementation. Mr. Curley today said that there 
was a negative response from this side and that is what I resent. It is not 
a negative response. 

For goodness sake, there are 49 recommendat i ons in  the report and the report 
itself says on the second page of the introduction : " The implementation of 
this report 1 s proposals and recommendations will su bstanti ally modify the 
present educational system of the Northwest Territories . 1 1  So in view of that 
-- there are 49 recommendations, · many implications --· what we are simply saying 
is that people have to have sufficient time to digest all of  this , to be able 
to understand what the implications are and that process does not mean they 
reject the proposals for change. 

Assurance That Quality Will Not Deteriorate 

Ms Cournoyea said that it is not the intention of the committee to ta ke away 
any good qualities of education that now exist, and I am quite certain that 
is the case, that it is not the intention, but I am sure everyone will agree 
that intentions often go astray. I know Ms Cournoyea herself has said many 
times, with respect to the government and the bureaucrats that somehow you 
need more assurance or guarantees than just intentions. So we have a situation 
where certain school boards are well esta blished, delivering education to the 
children of parents who feel that the education their children are getting 
at the present time is quite good , and so they just want to be sure, when 
the changes are made, that the quality of education for them will not 
deteriorate. 
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So I suppose the plea from myself and maybe other Members of this side is not 
that we do not want a few changes, not that we do not want to co-operate with 
the committee in ensuring that all the best aspects of the report are accepted 
and implemented, but only that we want time enough to be sure that it is done 
right, that we have all of the people, or the vast majority of the people, 
with us. I know . . . 

C HA I RMAN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. MacQuarrie, your 10 minutes are up. I s  it agreed . . .  

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed . 

C HA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Agreed . 

---Agreed 

Carry on . 

MR. MacQUA R R IE :  I know that the committee has put in a lot of time gathering 
opinions from people across the North, although I do fault the committee in 
one sense, and that was for not -- despite pressures and requests from other 
sources -- not completely fulfilling its mandate by visiting Mackenzie Valley 
communities as well . I understand the circumstances that gave rise to that, 
but I think that there will be a lesson for other committees of this Assembly 
in the future . That is that we have a mandate to all the people in the 
Territories, and that we cannot knuckle under to pressures to do otherwise 
than serve all of the citizens of the Territories . 

Compromise Is Necessary 

At any rate, the matter is serious . We ought to deal with it as quickly as 
possible; but, as I said on Friday, as quickly as possible may simply not 
be as quickly as the committee would like. I hope that we will be able to 
get together with the committee and agree on a way of handling it that is 
acceptable to all, rather than just a confrontation over it and challenges 
one way or other, because there is much that is good . It would be a shame 
if it was introduced in the midst of division, or something like that. I 
do not think that that has to happen if all Members will simply maybe compromise 
a little. Thank you, Mr . Chairman . 

C HAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr . MacQuarrie . Mr . Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr . Speaker, I would like to thank the co-chairman of the 
committee for at least responding ·to one of my questions of yesterday regarding 
my belief that possibly the recommendations being put forward here had come 
from the Manitoba Frontier School Division . At that time I asked if that 
were the case so that if there was a major element from that jurisdiction, 
we might ha ve a specialist or experts to whom we could address questions . 
But Mr. Curley assures me that it is taken from no other jurisdiction. It is 
an attempt to deal with and meet recommendations and concerns raised at the 
community meetings which the committee held throughout the Territories. 

Executive Committee Has Not Taken A Position On Report 

Before I would ask him to respond to the other questions I raised during my 
remarks yesterday, I would like to just reflect on his statement earlier today 
which related to positions of Executive Committee Members. I think that I 
tried to make clear and was quite specific that the Executi ve Committee has 
not taken any position on thi s report, nor considered the report. It has been 
briefed on the report. That is as far as it goes. I believe that every 
Member of the Executive Committee who is sitting here today and speaki n g  to 
this report will be speaking as an ordinary MLA . Some of the Members may have 

. I 
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had an opportunity and taken that opportunity to have input, but some of the 
Members of the Executive Committee have not. I think that all they would be 
doing today and in subsequent days is taking advantage of an ordinary Member ' s  
opportunity to ask questions and comment on the recommendations produced 
by the committee. 

I wonder i f  the co-chairman of the committee or possibly a member of his 
administrative staff might answer the questions that I raised yesterday. I 
asked, " I  wonder if we could be assured that these reports have been widely 
circulated and that they are in the hands of people in Arctic Bay, Coppermine, 
Tuktoyaktuk , Rae- Edzo. 1 1  Are committee Members sure that these reports are 
now i n  the hands of people in the communities? Could I have that assurance, 
Mr. Chairman? 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Butters. Mr. Curley, do you want to 
respond? 

Copies Of The Report Distributed In March 

MR. CURL EY: Mr. Chairman, that question is like being faced with 50 or more 
communities and setti ements, but I can assure the Minister that when we tabled 
the reports in March, we immediately sent copies by air at the same time that 
we tabled them. Copies of the report were sent to the Inuvik education 
society on the plane the same day and that report was distributed to all the 
local education authorities and regional superintendents' offices. So  if they 
have failed to distribute some of the copies of the report to the education 
committees it really is not our fault, as we did make sure that they were 
sent. Whether the post office or airlines got them into these communi ties, 
that I cannot assure the Minister. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTT E RS: The Member from Inuvik wishes to continue. I am aware that 
this was the intent of the co-chairman and his committee Members, to distribute 
copies that were tabled in March. I do know, in checking here, as I indicated 
yesterday, that the first appearance of one of those reports before the local 
education authority for Inuvik was a week ago Wednesday, and that there would 
appear to be delays in receipt of the document all along the line. 

Distribution Of Translations Of Report 

But I guess I was really more concerned about this copy, because not only does · 
it contain the translation of the 49 recommendations, but of the total report 
in Inuktitut. I am just wondering if the committee feels confident that this 
report is now in the hands of people throughout the Territories. I asked if 
there have been translations made on tapes in the Dene language, if there 
were translations made. If the tapes were made, were they put in the hands 
of communities in which Dene languages are the prime, first language of 
communication? 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Fraser) : Mr. Curley. 

MR. CU RL EY : Mr. Chairman, this committee does not assume to be -- what could 
you call it? -- the committee that can solve all of the communications problems 
that we have in the North. Nor does it presume to pretend that it can solve 
all the others the Legislative Assemblies used to have, where they used to 
have a common practice of just going ahead with legislation with no consultation 
and just produce reports like, the constitutional committee report and adopt it 
through the House without consulting the people. We have consulted the people. 
We cannot assure the Member that we have all the translations of the native 
languages. There is an attempt right now to have the summaries of the report 
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in tapes for every dialect; those are being made. But I do not want to be 
given the impression by the Member that this is the usual way of doing things, 
and why was the translation or the report not distributed like he used to do 
when he was a Member of the two other Assemblies . It was never done before, 
so I think we have done more than any other reports ever produced by the 
special committees of the Legislature . There have been a lot of pu blic talk 
shows about the report in my area particularly, in the Eastern Arctic, and so 
I think that we have attempted to communicate the major su bstance of the report. 

No Reflection On Good Teachers Within Report 

I just want to also say to Bob Mac Quarrie that the report in no way undermines 
any of the good people that have ever taught in the schools, no way . They 
have not been reflected in the report at all. Not at all, not one bit. As 
a matter of fact, the Northwest Territories Teachers ' Association ful l y supports 
the recommendations. They have sent a telex to us, and they would like to 
make sure that we get in touch with them if we do get into trou ble with the 
report . So I think the timing might be right if we indicate to them that the 
Members from Yellowknife and this area are attempting to do nothing, commit 
nothing, spend nothing . "Let us be content with the status quo " . That is 
not what the pu blic wants . We intend to move through the recommendations 
as expedient l y  as possible without having to filibuster for too long. Thank 
you . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser): Thank you, Mr . Curley . Mr. Butters . 

HON. TOM  BUTTERS : Mr. Chairman, I am not attempting to probe what may be a 
sensitive spot in the Members ' responsibility, or the co-chairmen's responsibility . 
I think they have done a very fine job, but the truth of the matter is that 
the document has not been generally available for �any days and this document 
I would expect has not even reached the communities as yet . I would like to 
have available to us some indication of the consultation and the time that 
was taken before the Education Ordinance which is currently operative was 
put in place by the previous Councils . I think it took a space of the life 
of two Counci l s  and approximately four years and that intensive and extensive 
consultation occurred at the community level . 

M R .  C U RLEY : No way ! That is not t rue . 

Support From All Communities Must Be Assured 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : That is exactly true, Mr. Chairman. I am not suggesting 
that there are not many good things in here, but what the committee chairman 
has suggested to us . . . 

MR . CURLEY : What you say does not have to be true, anyway . 

HON. TOM  BUTTERS: . . .  is that this will bring about a significant change in 
the education system of the Northwest Territories. It wil l require a very 
large additiona l expenditure of funds, which we will have to talk out of the 
federal government. I think that if this is the way we are going, then we 
should be sure that we have support from a l l  the communities and any 
initiatives or approaches that we do make on behalf of the peop l e are not 
weakened by telegrams or wires coming out of this community or that community 
saying they have not been consulted and that the territoria l government is 
moving arbitrarily and withou t the support of the majority of the peop l e. 

I suggest that not much further time is required, but I think that the time 
that we have now over the summer would be most va l uably spent . The legis l ation 
which would be required to put into place a number of the recommendations has 
been devel oped . These ha ve been provided to us by the committee already . I 
have not l ooked at it, but it would appear that legislation cou l d  be quite 
readily put in place and the whole new program could be ready for imp l ementation 
before this House dies. 
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Document Is Draft Legis l ation 

Just a minor matter, but I wonder if the co-chairmen of the committee wou l d  
agree that maybe the l egis l ation, the draft l egisl ation that was tab l ed to 
ass i st us i n cons i de rat i on of th i s report co u l d be l ab el l e d 1

1 draft " . It i s 
a tab l ed document and the way it is so l abe l l ed now if it were circu l ated to 
any other jurisdiction or any other interested party they wou l d have to assume 
that it is l egisl ation that this House is contemplating and is being put 
into effect. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Butters. Mr. Cur l ey .  

M R. CURL EY: Mr. Chairman, I can onl y  say that if the Minister wants to write 
down " draft " on the copy that he has so that he feel s, sort of -- fee l free 
to put " draft " on the recommendations. 

I am just a bit worried about the kind of attempt by some Members to de l ay 
this report, because in the motion that I introduced in 1980 it specifica l l y 
states, the fina l resol ution in part says, " . . .  an interim report of its 
findings be tab l ed during the fa l l session in 1981 . . . .  " We were not ab l e  to 
do that. We had to do that this winter. It goes on , " . . .  and the fina l report 
and recommendations be made by the beginning of 1982 and the size and the 
nomination for membership be made by the striking committee of this Legis l ature. " 
So, we had adopted that direction from the Assemb l y, that the fina l report 
wou l d  be tab l ed, a l ong with the recommendations, early in this year, but, you 
know, we are a few months behind now. 

Mandate Of Special Committee Expires At This Time 

Dea l ing with the recommendations now wi l l  not prec l ude at a l l any members of 
the education committees to make further proposa l s  to the government and I 
be l ieve that is the Minister of Education's responsibi l ity. If the Member 
wants us to continue to exist he is going to have to give us a further mandate 
to do that, because our mandate expires at this time as far as the terms of 
reference are concerned. We wi l l  not be ab l e  to continue to exist now and 
I do not want, without having dea l t with the recommendations, to l eave the 
report to the convenience of the Minister, because the administration tends 
to do strange things . They might en d u p  being satisfied with not proceeding 
with any changes and be content with not committing anything, not spending 
anything and not proposing anything, because a l l good things come from the 
previous other administrations and the present administration. That is the 
view of the Executive Members. 

Motion To Move Into Detai l ed Study Of Tab l ed Document 2-82(2) 

I think the pub l ic genera l l y  is right with us in supporting a l l the recommendations 
pretty we l l ,  and I wou l d just like to move on quick l y  to dea l with the content 
of the report and the recommendations as quick l y  as possib l e. I do so move 
that we move into the detai l ed study of the report. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Curl ey. There is a motion on the f l oor 
that we move into the detai l ed study of the report. To the motion. 
Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENN I S PATT E RSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I wou l d l ike to thank 
Members for their comments so far. I wou l d  l ike to try to mediate a l itt l e  
here , if it is necessary. I ,do not get the impression that Members who have 
expressed concern about opportunities for pub l ic input are unwil l ing to discuss 
the recommendations at this session. 

AN HON . ME MB E R: Hear, hear ! 
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HON. DENN I S  PATTE RSON : I think it is fairly widely accepted that this was the 
purpose of this session, to discuss the report of the special committee and 
I think it would be very useful to the committee, as a Member of the E xecutive, 
to have first directions from the Assembly on this report . I think it would 
also be very useful to the public to have questions asked which have a l ready 
been raised and which may be to provide clarification. I think that the 
Assembly itself is a . . . 

MR. CU RL EY : To the motion . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Speak to the motion, Mr . Patterson. 

HON. DENN IS PATT E R SON : Well, I am trying to, Mr. Chairman. I am . . . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Yes . 

HON. DENN I S  PATT E RSON : . . .  discussing the issue of whether we should debate 
the recommendations in detail and I think that the mere fact that we will 
discuss these recommendations, if we decide to do so, will in itself permit 
the public to consider the report and be informed of the report and be informed 
of some of the issues . As I said in my opening statement, I do not think 
anyone on the committee would pretend that the report is perfect in all 
respects or that it does not contain matters that could be corrected by this 
Assembly or upon review. So, I think it is important that we do have the 
opportunity at this session to get questions and concerns raised . 

Some I ssues Will Have Agreement Of All 

Having said that, I also expect that there may be points and issues on which 
the House may not be willing to proceed, but I also suspect that there are 
issues which everyone can agree upon. So, wi thout belaboring my remarks too 
long, Mr . Chairman, I think we should go ahead and consider the recommendations 
in detail and it may well be that we can make good progress . If there are 
difficulties, then discussion can be put off or delayed if Members feel that 
way, but perhaps the best way to consider this report, rather than talking 
about whether we are going to consider it, is to get into the recommendations. 
I would support the motion for that reason and with that idea in mind . I think 
it is possible that this motion may get widespread support . Thank you . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr . Patterson. To the motion. 

SOM E HON. M E MB E RS : Question . 

Motion To Move Into Detailed Study Of Tabled Document 2-82(2), Carried 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Fraser) : Question being called . All in favour? Down. Opposed? 
The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

The motion reads that the committee move into studying the details of the 
report . I guess we will start with the introduction and see if there are any 
questions on the introduction. I think Mr. Curley has explained the introduction , 
these two pages of introduction . Mr . Pudluk, the introduction. 

MR. PU DLUK : (Translation) Mr. Chairman, before Mr. Curley talks about it I 
would like to ask a question . In the Inuktitut version and the English version 
in the recommendations, I want to ask a question on recommendation 36. It  
concerns adult education . In  the English it  is  not the same at all . On page 22, 
I would just like to know what heading recommendation 36 should be. I s  it 
supposed to be an adult education or a special services heading? I just want 
to clarify that, just before we start, because in Inuktitut recommendation 36 
is under adult education and in the English version it is under special services. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser) : I think the motion reads that the committee move into 
studying the detail of the report . Is there nothing on the introduction that 
anybody wants to deal with ? Mr . Butters . 

Providing A Standardized System 

HON . TOM BUT T E RS :  Mr . Chairman, looking at the second page of the introduction, 
the authors say, 1 1 • • •  we have been mindful of certain facts and principles . . . 1 1  

and I was just wanting to look at the principles that I would assume are 
underlying the report . The principle I am looking at is that : 1 1 The community 
that a school serves should make as many decisions as possible about the 
nature and scope of the information presented, how it should be presented, 
and who should present it . 1 1  I guess I am just wondering how that principle 
really can be equated to a standardized education system . Maybe Members of 
the committee could assure me that that principle could be implemented and 
yet a standardized system, which would be recognized in other parts of Canada, 
could continue to be provided to NWT students . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Fraser) : Thank you, Mr . Butters . Was that on page 1 1? 

SOM E HON . M E MB E RS :  �o, page 12 . 

CHA I RMAN (Mr . Fraser) : Page 12 . Just for the person that is going to answer 
the question, we should maybe point the paragraph out, Mr . Butters . 

HON . TOM BUTT E RS :  Page 12, and the first complete paragraph on page 12 . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Fraser) : Thank you . Did you get the question, Mr . Curley ? 
Or Ms Cournoyea? He said it did not matter . He said any of the committee 
Members . 

MR . CURLEY : That is strictly an academic question . It is not important . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr . Fraser) : Ms Co urnoyea . 

MS COURNOY EA : I would just like to say that the level of delivery of the 
school system at a community level is -- I do not know if I am answering you 
in the right way, and if it does not clarify your question, then perhaps you 
can redirec t  what yo u are really as king . Oftentimes the kin d of information 
that is presented at the community level as it relates to academic learning 
is of no relevance to that community . First of  all, to comprehend and perceive 
what is being given in the first place takes a great deal of ability for that 
person to understand that, and from our understanding, and from the ability 
of the student, it seems that how you present a program of learning -- it 
is very important to a youngster to present it in a way and with the elements 
where they come from . One of the problems, for example, I can tell you very 
clearly . When I walked through a school at some point of time in my life, 
it was very difficult for me to talk about Dick and Jane and their sterile 
sidewalks, when I was tramping around in the mud in Aklavik which all of you 
who went on that trip have probably experienced . 

Presenting Information In An Understandable Manner 

I believe that how you present information is very important when it comes 
to what people understand and how they are living, you know . To me you can 
talk about muskrats and flood control, as opposed to cow troughs, cows, and 
Dick and Jane . To me, the area of explanation is the information and how it 
is presented so that it is more easily perceived by that student who is learning, 
so they do not have to get over the first stumbling block of trying to find 
out what you are talking about in the first place . 
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So, in order to deli ver a program, it is easier for a person to count 16 
muskrats or 16 polar bears, as opposed to, I would say, 16  trains and 16 
aardvarks . If a regional or divisional board or the people understand where 
their children are coming from, it is eas ier to present a program in a more 
appropriate manner so you can get over the stumbling blocks of trying to 
understand in the first place what you are talking about, before you learn 
to count . You know, I do not know if that explains it, but that is my 
understanding of that paragraph . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUT TERS : Supplementary, Mr . Chairman . The school system that exists 
today attempts to meet that criterion, and to provide education within the 
framework that the Member has just described . In fact, beside the comment, 
there is a statement from Igloolik. When I visited Igloolik some year and 
a half ago, I was very, very impressed by the degree to which the educators 
had met that request, had met that standard, and introduced into the school 
much of the lifestyle that would be found in the community surrounding the 
school . I think Igloolik was probably ahead of many of our other schools . 

The Member is aware, I think, that to recognize that requirement, in the 
current situation there is what you might call a basic curriculum, which I 
believe is 60 per cent what you might call 1 1 core 1 1  subjects, which really are 
standard instruction in every school and every classroom in every school . 
Then there is something up to 40 per cent of the curriculum which is developed 
and put in place by the community . Does the committee suggest that that 60/40 
balance is inadequate to fulfil the principle that is contained in that 
paragraph? 

CHAI RMAN (Mr . Fraser) : Thank you . Ms Cournoyea . 

Influence Of IT C On Igloolik School 

MS COURNOYEA : I belie ve it was said on a number of occasions that the 
compulsory academic courses that are being offered perhaps take up 60 per cent 
of the ability or the time of the pupils who are attending the school system, 
and there was no intention of depriving any school program of that 60 per cent . 
If I may go b a ck to Mr . Butters' comments on Igloolik , I would say that, from 
my experience, with my work with Inuit Tapirisat of Canada, it was one of 
their prime communities, that they were concentrating on helping that community 
de velop a curriculum in co-operation with the school . The incenti ves and the 
initiatives taken by Inuit Tapirisat of Canada played a major role at the 
very beginning, even stimulating and gi ving encouragement to the school people 
to carry on such a program that would be more adaptable to delivery of progra�s 
and information to their community . 

Now, in terms of 60 and 40 per cent, I think there are not a great many 
innovative ideas on how to present the 60 per cent . I believe the 60 per cent, 
the compulsory academic education, lacks -- certainly in our area -- I am 
not going to speak for Igloolik, because I know in Igloolik and Eskimo Point 
they ha ve had a great deal of help from IT C .  The fact that they ha ve a 
majority of Inuit and Inuktitut speaking people there, makes them able to 
express and work at programs more without much interference, because they have 
a group of people that are very close together . 

However, let us talk about the fact that 60 per cent of the programs that are 
presently being delivered are compulsory programs . Certainly around here they 
do not have very much ability to teach some of the programs, some of the 
subjects, in a geographic sense . It has not been developed . The 40 per cent 
that they talk about, which are not really mandatory, is done in a piecemeal 
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fashion. I think that if you l ook at the breakdown on funds for the compu l sory 
programs and then the funds for the 40 per cent non-compu l sory, the peop l e  
who are trying to de l iver them rea l l y  are not encouraged to try to change 
the format . I have had a l ot of discussions with teachers who said the po l icy 
of the Education department is rea l l y  great, but the kind of back-up and the 
kind of initiative and funding requirements for de l iveri ng a program in that 
matter is just not avai l ab l e. Perhaps the po l icy is there, as far as I can 
see the po l icy is there, but it is not being ab l e  to be del ivered at this time 
because of the l ack of emphasis p l aced on that direction. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. Mr. Stewart. 

Loca l Education Authorities Request A De l ay Unti l Fa l l  

HON. DON STEWART : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, I am certainl y  in comp l ete 
agreement with the statement of po l icy of the committee, 1 1 We are convinced 
that the decisions re l ated to the direction of l earning activities in a school 
must be made at the community l eve l . 1 1  

I wonder if the commi ttee chairman cou l d  exp l ain to me, when that is a basic 
premise of this report, and after know l edge that over 50 per cent of the 
popu l ation of the Northwest Territories, who are represented by l oca l education 
authority, who are a creature of this government put in p l ace to do a j ob, 
have asked us not to debate this report at this time, to give them further 
time so that they can come in the fa l l  and make representation. It seems we 
use words to suit our own cause too often. Now, the l oca l education 
authorities -- there is over 50 per cent of the popu l ation now that we have 
word from, asking this Legis l ative Assemb l y  to discuss this report but not to 
vote on any recommendations or take any action of a positive nature. 

Now, sure l y, if you be l ieve in the premise that you have put there, then you 
certainl y  must have to recogni ze that the peop l e  that are running the education 
system now, that is in p l ace, are asking you -- they are the l oca l peop l e  -­
and they say, 1 1 Look, we have not had time to l ook at this report . P l ease do 
not take any action. 1 1 It seems to me if we fo l l ow through and push this in 
spite of our l oca l education authorities, we are going to get this who l e  new 
education program off on the wrong foot. Sure l y we have to give these peop l e  
time. I t  is not just an iso l ated case. Over 50 per cent of the peop l e  of 
the Northwest Territories that are represented by these l oca l education 
authorities say wait unti l the fa l l .  

Now, sure l y, if you be l ieve in this premise, then you have to wait. I am 
quite prepared to discuss it if we can have an agreement that we are not 
going to vote on any of the recommendations, just debate them. Fine, I am 
prepared to do that. But if we go on, then certainl y  you had better take that 
sentence out of there and say, 1 1 We do not be l ieve in that at a l l .  We be l ieve 
we know what is right for you and we are going to shove it down your throats 
whether you want it or not. 1 1 That seems to me to be the attitude. 

Respect For Organizations Which Are In Pl ace 

Now, sure l y  there has to be some respect for the organizations that are in 
pl ace. These peop l e  have been doing a pretty good j ob under very difficu l t  
circumstances. The committee has a l ready stated that the biggest comp l aint 
they had from the l oca l education authorities was that nobody paid any 
attention to them. That is the biggest sing l e  comp l aint they have had a l l 
across the Northwest Territo ries, and yet we are prepared here to go right 
against their wishes and to continue this debate in this fashion, seems to me, 
gent l emen -- there is something wrong somewhere. 
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I can recall, when the other education bi l l that is now in place was coming 
forth, that the government was ready to go and we in the West were ready to 
deal wi th it. The Inuit were in a minority in the House, and yet, to satisfy 
our friend, Mark Evaluarjuk, and Mr. Ki l abuk -- it was requested that we 
delay a session so they could take it back. We had agreements. I voted for 
them, yet we were ready to go at that time with that education bill, but we 
waited, because you asked us to, and at that time the majority was in a 
completely different situation than it is today. 

West Is Asking For Fair Treatment 

Now, surely, ladies and gentlemen, if you believe in that, then we have to 
come to some agreement, okay? Let us discuss this, but let us not vote on 
these recommendations until the fall session, when your local education 
authorities have had time to make their presentations. It just seems to me 
to be only a fair way of working, and I know some of our honourable Members 
across there will remember the other education debate, and they were treated 
fairly at that time, and the West is asking now to be treated fairly. 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Stewart. Mr. Curley, do you want to 
respond? 

MR. CU RLEY: I am not sure exactly what part of the introduct i o n t he  honourable 
Member is talking about. He seemed to be putting in his other comments. So, 
if he is referring to the fact that the other Assembly was doing such a good 
j ob, I remember making a statement about the Education Ordinance when I was 
a director of the Inuit Cultural Institute, a few comments or recommendations 
that I thought would have worked. Not one of the Ministers or Members asked 
to invite me to make a comment or speak or be a witness. I was attending 
the sess i on at Rankin Inlet. Not one Member, not any one of you representatives 
acknowledged my statement. I circulated it. Nor was I asked by the Minister, 
" What do you mean by that? 1 1  What a process, eh? And I say, and I challenge 
the Member saying that there was extensive discussion on the Education 
Ordinance. There was none in the region. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: What part of the introduction are we talking about now? 

More Power For Local Authorities 

MR. CUR L EY: Maybe Brian Lewis can try and jack up all kinds o f  fake stories 
about it but there was none, no discussion in the Eastern Arctic, none. I 
just want to put that in the record. Sure, we believe; because one comment 
from Baker Lake says, 1

1 The society. was concerned with the amount of decision 
making power they had, as the regional directors or regional staff can change 
the society's decisions. The society felt that the regulations for the 
society were not strong enough. 1 1 So we want to improve the present powers 
of the education committees. The way to do it is through enacting some of 
the recommendations that we propose, that they be give� powers to make 
decisions . That is what that question you asked is about. I call it, " Your 
question was really an academic one ", because you are really asking an academic 
question. That particular reference, the first paragraph on page 12 means 
devolution of powers to the regional and to the community level, not about 
delaying the possible authority being delegated to a community. That is a 
completely different process. You guys are talking about a process, not about 
responsibilities to the education committees at all. Thank you . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you. Mr. Stewart, could you indicate to the 
Member what paragraph you wer� talking about in the introduction? 

HON. DON STEWART: Yes, on page 12, the second paragraph, which is the premise 
on which this report was supposed to be written, and I have just taken the 
lead sentence from it. 1 1 We are convinced that decisions related to the 
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direction of learning activities in the school must be made at the community 
level . 1 1 Your community level now is telling you that they do not want you to 
proceed until the fall, and I am just suggesting to you that if you believe 
in what you say, then you should wait until the fall because they represent 
more than 50 per cent of the people of the Northwest Territories and are 
asking for this. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Stewart. Mr. Curley. 

M R. CU RLEY : Mr. Chairman, we have no plans to delay the report any further 
and we are going to proceed on with the motion. The motion has been adopted 
already. We indicated that we have no authority for presenting legislative 
changes. That is up to the Minister of Education. We can only make 
recommendations here and our terms of reference are there, which were adopted 
by you, asking us to inquire into the educational problems throughout the 
Territories, to present the final report and recommendations in 1982 . Why 
did you guys not say that the process that we were going to have was not going 
to be adequate? Come on ! Smarten up ! You guys have never done any such 
consultation before. Look at the constitutional report that you guys adopted 
in the last Assembly. No consultation whatsoever. We are in the same 
democratic system today . You guys were not operating as a military government 
then. I hope not. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): We are still dealing with the introduction. I have 
Mr. Mccallum next on the list. 

HON. ARNOL D McCALLUM : Mr. Chairman, I would like to indicate, along with what 
has been taking place, because I understood we were talking about the 
introduction and to just move a little forward on some of those facts and 
principles that are indicated on page 12. I acknowledge what Ms Cournoyea 
indicated as to how materials should be presented. I think that local 
communities should very definitely be concerned with who should present that 
material and I agree with what is there. I have some concern -- and it may 
be academic and it is going to be philosophical . . .  

MR. CU RLEY : Filibuster. 

HON . ARNOL D McCALLUM : . . .  about the nature and scope of the information 
presented fr om communi ty to  c ommunity. 

Catholic Education Program In Senior Years 

I am concerned, as well, that the statement that is made that the Arctic 
college will combine those particular features of things and it is an 
innovative response. I would suggest that it is not so much an innovative 
response. I think it goes back to the junior college concept. It may very 
well involve the community college concept as well, and if that is what it 
is to be, then I think notwithstanding that there are some concerns -- such 
as the concerns of a letter that I received from the chairman of the Fort 
Smith chapter of the Knights of Columbus talking about allowing the continued 
existence of a Catholic education program in the two senior years -- if that 
is to be allowed as well, and I understand the Minister of Education in his 
remarks talked about that as well, then I think that the people will be 
satisfied in terms of the separate school system. 

I think, as well, that if I take the definition of an educational system that 
is used by the committee, I recognize and appreciate that it means all of 
the organized instructional programs offered in the territorial schools as 
well as the kindergarten to grade 10. Then I am not too sure what the 
difference is between all organized instructional programs in territorial 
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schools as well as kindergarten to grade 10 in-school programs, unless we are 
talking about other institutions, other than the schools that are already 
in existence. If, in fact, you go further to that, I believe that everybody 
should be provided the means to achieve the basic grade 10 or the equivalent 
of grade 10 and I have no difficulty then. I think that is an admirable aim 
and one that a parent should be able to demand of a school program. 

In-School Programs Do Not Now Provide Training For Employment 

I am concerned with the next because I think here we are getting into a 
philosophical difference of the nature of schools. If schools then, the 
educational system -- because now by using your definition of an educational 
system on page 12, you are talking about schools -- if you are now saying 
that schools are to provide the means to secure employment, I suggest to you 
that that is a different philosophical basis than what schools are now . 
In-school programs now, and again your educational system means that, do not 
provide the means by which you secure employment. The other educational 
programs that go on out of school or beyond that, apprenticeship and everything 
else, are the means by which you get into employment. It may ta ke increased 
educational courses or community college courses, technical institutes, 
manpower agencies, to provide that. 

I think that we have to be aware that what we are saying is that we now expect 
the schools to train people in school for employment and I suggest that that 
is a basic philosophical change in our educational system. I am concerned 
with how that will go through the entire educational system. However, if by 
the entire educational system you are talking a bout all of the other programs 
and not just those that are in-school or in the territorial schools, then you 
cannot argue with any of the principles that are there. 

I think again, and I would simply like to indicate, that I agree that local 
communities should be concerned and should have as much as possi ble to say 
and make as many decisions as possible about how material is presented . As 
I say, Ms Cournoyea gave excellent examples of how it should h a v e  been done. 
I think that the local communities should indicate who should present that. 
They should be the people that are hiring the teachers, and as I said Friday, 
I do not believe an interim organization should go out and hire a company to 
go out and hire teachers. It should be the local people. But I do have a 
concern because I thin k that there is the possibility of a continued short ­
changing of students when you are talking about having the community make as 
many decisions as possible. The nature and scope of the information presented 
and by information I expect you are talking about a curriculum -- so those 
are simply the comments that I have when we are discussing, as you suggested, 
Mr. Chairman, that we should be discussing the introduction. I am not loo king 
for any kind of rebuttal. 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you, Mr. Mccallum. Mr. Pudlu k . 

English And Inu ktitut Versions Correspond 

MR. PU DLUK : (Translation) Mr. Chairman, I just want to clarify to the Inuit 
what the person was talking about -- the elected Member for Inuvik and the 
elected Member for Hay River. From what we remember, when we had a meeting 
over in Baker La ke and in Rankin Inlet, we had problems . The Inuktitut 
translations were not very clear. The two pages of the Inu ktitut translation 
did not correspond. We wanted to tell our people that if we dealt with these 
recommendations they would not understand if we brought these matters into 
the communities. We wanted the communities to have a better understanding of 
what we were trying to get at. The recommendations that we are dealing with 
now of the report -- the committee on education went to three or four of the 
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communities and perhaps 20 were not visited. Right now, I thin k that the 
committee has done a great deal . When you turn the page, the English a nd 
Inuktitut versions do correspo nd, and if we take these i nto the commu nities, 
we can have a better understandi ng. I believe when you want to inform your 
people, and get their views on the report -- I believe -- and I am in  support 
of what you are trying to tell me. 

If we brought these into our commu nities without informi ng them first, I do 
not thi n k  they would be implemented right away. I remember we put a stop to 
some of the ordi nances that we were deali ng with because we wanted our 
commu nities to be a bit more i nformed. After the delay, whe n we we nt to the 
communities, we were trying to ma ke some amendments to some of the ordi nances, 
but we were just told -- they referred to the ordi nance, of what it would 
say -- they would tell us that these ordi nances are not more toward the tundra 
area because it seems like they were more toward the tree li ne area instead. 
Also, when we were starting to deal with the ordinances for the last time, we 
went for another meeting. I could not arrive at that meeting place right 
away because of the bad weather, a nd before I got there, they had already 
finished dealing with the ordi nances. Before that, I had delayed that meeti ng 
so I could go alo ng a nd deal with those ordinances that we were supposed to 
deal with. Than k  you . 

CHA IRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Than k you, Mr. Pudluk.  I have Mr. Mac Quarrie . Let 
us see if we could stic k to the i ntroductio n .  I thin k we shall maybe get 
through this in  a week, so we have to try to stic k to the introduction if 
you will, please, Mr . MacQuarrie. 

Significant Changes I n  Policy Recommended 

MR. MacQUARR IE: Very defi nitely, Mr. Chairman. Ms Cour noyea mentioned a little 
earlier that perhaps the policy is already in place, and she said that because 
there are some communities where sig nifica nt changes have been made i n  the 
educational system; but for some reason, it was not happe ning everywhere. 
Well, if that were true, then perhaps some of the recommendations that the 
committee has made were not necessary. Perhaps what might have bee n necessary 
was a means to ensure that whatever policy existed was implemented; but the 
committee did not take that approach. It has made recommendations for 
sig nificant changes in policy , and o ne of them is incorporated in this very 
first principle on  page 12 that we have been talking about . That is, the 
commu nity that a school serves should ma ke as many decisio ns as possible about 
the nature and scope of the informatio n prese nted, how it should be p resented, 
and who should present it. 

Now, this is the principl� that has shaped ma ny of the recommendations of 
the special committee on  educatio n, and therefore it is not only proper, but 
I would say necessary that this principle at least be discussed. Therefore 
I am astonished to hear Mr. Curley say, whe n a questio n was asked about it, 
that it is merely an  academic question. It is obviously the fou ndation of 
the whole report; and the reason I would li ke to discuss that pri nciple is 
because it is such an important one. Is it legitimate or not? I te nd to be 
like the Member for Slave River . I can not agree that in every respect it is 
a legitimate pri nciple. I, too, agree that the question of how materials 
should be presented and who should present them are very legitimate concerns 
for local education authorities, for communities; but the scope and nature 
of what should be prese nted, I mai ntain, is a concern for a larger society, 
and not just for a commu nity. For a community, yes; but not just for a 
commu nity, and this is one of  my fundamental co ncerns with the report, that 
divisional boards are established. I am happy that they will have authority 
over how the information will be prese nted and who should present it, but I 
am not happy that they will have absolute authority over the nature and scope 
of what shall be presented. 
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Education Should Broaden Outlook 

That is a particular concern that I have, because, Mr. Chairman, the whole 
history of public education -- compulsory, universal public education does 
not have a very long history; it is a comparatively recent thing -- and the 
whole history of compulsory, u�iversal public education has been an effort to 
try to broaden people ' s  outlook on life, to sort of escape from an inward-looking 
parochialism, and to try to generate in children attitudes that will contribute 
to the betterment of man generally and to the brotherhood of man and so on. 
In order to try to ensure that that took place, many educational systems have 
sort of centralized in order to try to ensure that there is as much of that 
world view as possible. 

Indeed, if education were only a process of acculturation, you might as well 
not have a public education system, but leave education then entirely in the 
hands of parents, but those individuals who have been leaders in the past 
history of man have seen that it is important to adopt a broader view, to try 
to break patterns of localism and parochialism in order to enlighten man 
generally. So, I am just afraid that this might be a backward step in the 
Northwest Territories and so I have concerns about when words like "relevant " 
are used. I have concerns about what is seen as being relevant in a school 
system. Is it only what is immediate and local ? Are there not things relevant 
that people do not immediately have contact with at the present time? 

M R. CURLEY : What are you talking about ? What part ? 

Report Is Not Sufficiently Concerned With The Future Of Young People 

MR. MacQUA RRIE: Would a knowledge of law be relevant ? Computer science and 
medicine ? Is the space program relevant to any human being, since it is not 
something that touches most of our lives directly ? Is a knowledge of 
economics relevant to kids in the Northwest Territories? It certainly will 
be if we run into the depths of a depression pretty soon and everybody is 
finding money very difficult to come by. It has that kind of relevance. Is 
Russian militarism relevant to kids i n  the Northwest Ter r i tor i es? We l l, some 
day if they marched in it might be very relevant. I say that a little 
facetiously, but my point is that it is not only what is very local and 
immediate that is really relevant. It is not only the past and present in  
young peoples' lives that is relevant. It is the future as well and I am 
afra i d this report has not looked or has not concerned itself enough with that 
aspect of education -- the future of young people -- and I am afraid that it 
has not looked enough at the need. While there is a need to take account 
of differences and special needs, -again I say there does not seem to have 
been enough concern with common needs and similarities. 

So, I would ask Members of the committee to respond generally to those two 
areas. Are they concerned that education is also partly a process of taking 
account of similarities and common needs and trying to broaden understanding ? 
Will the committee Members agree that future needs are relevant and that things 
that are not necessarily only local and immediate are relevant ? If the 
answer is no, well, then we have a fundamental philosophical difference, but 
if the answer is yes, and I suspect it may be, can you just let me know how, 
if all of this is implemented, those kinds of concerns will be safeguarded. 
Any member of the committee -- I would appreciate hearing that. 

C HAI RMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. MacQuarrie. 
Ms Cournoyea -- Mr. Curley, do you want to respond ? 

Would Mr. Curley or 
Mr. Curley . 



- 1 4 0 -

Need To Dea l With Recommendations 

M R. CU RLEY: Mr. Chairman, we cannot answer a l l the questions unl ess we dea l 
with the recommendations. On l y  when we dea l with the specific recommendations 
wi l l  we be ab l e  to provide response to the questions, but as far as the future 
is concerned, the committee right from the outset, the first issue we tack l ed 
was, " What is education? Why are we doing this? 1 1  At the present moment we 
acknow l edged that during the l ife of this Assemb l y  there was about to be no 
major change as far as the future of the evo l ution of the Northwest Territories 
was concerned. Peop l e  had to go to schoo l to attain the southern type of 
education. As we l l  the cu l ture and the l anguage of the Inuit must be protected 
and the peop l e  in the community a l l owed to be more invo l ved in the running 
and administration of the schoo l system. That is what we focussed on. The 
future remains to be seen and it is up to the next generation to make appropriate 
changes or maybe the 10th Assemb l y  wi l l  l ike l y  want to dea l with some of the 
adjustments, so that any Minister of Education wi l l  continue to assess the 
trend taking p l ace in the North, but I be l ieve what we focussed on was to make 
it more re l evant to the present Territories as it is set out. 

We can go on and ta l k  about phi l osophy if we want to, but unl ess we get on to 
the recommendations, we wi l l  rea l l y  not know what we are ta l king about. We 
can fi l ibuster a l l we want and not get things done and if you want to do that, 
am prepared to sit here, because the first item on the order of business i s  
the specia l committee 1 s report. I am prepared to sit here for four weeks, 
two weeks, three weeks, if you want to, because we wi l l  not compromise and be 
subjected to fi l ibuster. Thank you. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: You wi l l  not compromise? You are saying you wi l l  not 
compromise? 

CHA I RMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENN IS  PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Perhaps I am interrupting 
something important, but I wou l d  l ike to say that I do respect Members 1 

concerns expressed today in reference to this paragraph on page 12 and a l so 
in their opening remarks, that we want to be very cautious to ensure that we 
do not have a number of wide l y  scattered smal l schoo l jurisdictions throughout 
the Northwest Territories doing entire l y  different things. Ba l anced against 
that is what appears to have been ca l l s  for further progress toward l oca l 
input and contro l ,  further progress over what has been made since the l ast 
Education Ordinance was passed. 

Preservation Of Certain Basic Standards 

Now, if we l ook at the paragraph on page 12, I wish to observe that the 
princip l e  of community decision making and community input is not unqua l ified 
and it is not unqua l ified because it says that the community that the schoo l 
serves shou l d  make as many decisions as possib l e. That means that there are 
some decisions which it is not possib l e  for a community to make or perhaps 
which a community might be overru l ed on. I wou l d  simp l y  observe that this 
too, is an important concern to me and I think when we l ook through the report 
in detai l we shou l d  search for assurances that there wou l d  be a certain basic 
standard and certain uniformity preserved. 

I n  my idea, to my mind, this is certain l y  the responsibi l i ty of the Minister 
of Education and the responsibi l ity of the Department of Education. Members 
who are concerned about this issue, as I think we al l shou l d  be, shou l d  
scrutini ze the report and recommendations and whatever changes may be recommended 
to our existing l egis l ation, 'to ensure that the Minister of Education retains 
that contro l ,  that responsibi l ity for uniform standards and consistency that 
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is esse n tial to an educa tion system. Bu t I do thi nk that the qualificatio n 
on the commu ni ty decisio n maki ng power , although it is just a few words , 1 1 as 
ma ny decisions as possible 1 1

, is some ack nowledgemen t  tha t the commu nity ca n not 
have an  u nqualified power. 

I was , of course , i nvolved i n  this report and I do not thi nk that issue was 
ou t of the mi nds of the commi t tee whe n they formulated this repor t. It  may 
well be this commit tee has erred too far on the side of local input  and  local 
co n trol and if so , then it is appropriate that ame ndmen ts and qualificatio ns 
be i n troduced duri ng our debate. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CH AIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you , Mr. Pa t terson. Mr . Bu t ters. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Mr. Chairma n ,  I would like to thank my colleague from the 
High Arc tic for his expression of understanding of the si tuation which I have 
made known to the commi t tee. I jus t would reflect on one of his commen ts too , 
and I remember tha t being that the Educatio n Ordinance we pu t i n  place was 
probably goi ng to be impleme n ted more below tree line than in the Arctic 
commu ni ties. I thi nk that the individual who said tha t was really thi nk t ng 
in terms of the commu ni ty education socie ties , bu t as I me n tioned yesterday , 
I think the socie ty aspect has been picked up more by Arctic communi ties than 
by commu nities below tree li ne. 

Inuvik Served By Education Commi t tee 

It has always surprised me , represen ting a co nstitue ncy as sophistica ted as 
Inuvik , to have i n  this commu ni ty servi ng our educatio nal needs the lowest 
form of a legal body that the curren t  ordi nance iden tifies , which is a 
commu nity education commi t tee , whereas in  a number of the o ther commu ni ties , 
reside n ts and pare n ts there have reques ted and received the sta tu s  of a 
society. I find it  difficult to u nderstand the co ncer ns . . .  

CHAI RM AN (Mr. Fraser): Mr. Bu t ters , could we stick to the in troduc tion ,  
please? 

MR. CURLEY: Agreed , agreed ! Hear , hear ! 

H O N . T O M  B U T T E R S : We are . 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser): Yes. 

HON. TOM BUTTE RS: This is related to the commen ts tha t other Members have 
made tha t Mr. Pat terson was just maki ng and that Mr. Curley made abou t  . . .  

MR. CURLEY: What page are you talki ng abou t? 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: . . .  the local education authority. I would just  like to 
read from the existi ng ordinance , tha t the local educa tion society reviews all 
reports on educatio n programs , reviews education program plans reported by 
the principals , prepares , in co-opera tion with the pri ncipal s  and the 
secretary-treasurer , an an nual budget proposal for the education district ,  
supervises the expenditures of a sum of money an nually appropriated for the 
society , review a nd advise on  all plans for construc tion of new facilities , 
ac t as agen t for the Execu tive Member in  the appoin tme n t  of principu l s ,  teachi ng 
person nel and non-professional staff to the education programs of the educatio n 
district . 

People Do No t Know The Powers Con tained In Ordi na nce 

Certai nly , the power of who provides the teaching is very much in the hands 
of the local education socie ty. I am not goi ng to read them all , because they 
go on and on . These are the 1 1  sh a 1 1 1 1  aspec t prov i s i on  s . I t i s not tha t they 
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1 1  may 1 1 do that but they II sh a 1 1  1
1 do th a t . I be l i eve that the reason th a t p e op l e 

feel that our current ordinance has failed them is because they do not know 
the powers that it contains. I am quite sure that many of the powers that 
people are asking for they already have b y  legislation if they would reach 
out and take the responsibility that we provided them some four or five years 
ago. Too, it is only about four or five years ago that the ori ginal ordinance 
was put in place. I really do not think that it has had a fair opportunity 
for implementation and that the expectations which we had for it previously 
have not been realized because people, have not been aware of just what the 
ordinance includes and what powers it gives communities. 

I have one question on another principle in the section which starts with 
"special historical and regional conditions ".  

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Fraser) : On page 12? 

Individua l ized Programs 

HON. TOM BUTTERS : Yes, sir. It is the next principle down. I would like 
an exp l anation of what this sentence means : " We consider that the very 
smallness of our population should encourage the development of individualized 
programs . . . .  " Now, I wonder what is meant by the words "individualized 
programs " .  I realize that the report contains significant recommendations 
with regard to special education needs, and I am wondering if that is what 
individualized programs means in this context. Or does it mean something in 
the collective sense? Does it refer to individuals, or does it refer to 
groups? 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you, Mr. Butters. On page 12, the second 
completed paragraph, about halfway down. Mr. Curley. 

MR. CURLEY : Mr. Chairman, again I consider or interpret the remarks here on 
this page not as important as the recommendations. Unti l we deal with the 
recommendations, we will not understand exactly what we mean in the introductory 
general statement. I think if you look at the recommendations in setting out 
the administrative structures in dealing with education, the report is quite 
strong in developing divisional boards. Individualized in the Territories is 
impossib l e  to -- that is out of the question immed i ate l y. It could mean 
regionalized, or collectively speaking, yes; but I would not want to be hung 
up on what the wording of this academic statement is all about . .  It is really 
an academic question, and unless you deal with recommendation number one, 
Mr. Chairman, you will not understand what the introduction , is all about. 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you. Mr. Butters. 

HON. TOM BUTTE RS : I have heard the Member' s answer, but I would point out to 
him that this is not just an introduction; it is a statement of principles. 
It is a cataloguing of the principles that underlie the recommendations, and 
the report says exactly that : 1 1 In making these proposals and recommendations, 
we have been mindful of certain facts and principles. " What we are examining 
now are the principles upon which the recommendations are based. I think we 
should take sufficient time to examine those principles and at least be sure 
we understand what they are so that we wil l be able to better comprehend the 
recommendations when we get to them. I have one further question again in 
this area of principles, if I might, for clarification? 

CHAIR MAN (Mr. Fraser) : Thank you. Carry on. Mr. Butters. 
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A Principle Of Permissiveness 

HON. TOM BUTT E RS :  It  is the next princip l e. As did my co l league, Mr. McCal l um, 
I have trouble with the definition of an educationa l system, but I will leave 
that for a moment . I woul d like to go to the next statement. 1 1 The educationa l 
system should permit individua l s  to join it and to l eave it without seriousl y  
or negative l y  disrupting their l ives. 1 1 Now, the honourable Member for 
Yell owknife Centre used the word 1 1 compu l sory 1 1

• Compu l sory education . This 
seems to indicate that we are supporting a principle of permissiveness ; 
permissive entering into the education system as defined in the princip l e  
above and leaving it when individua l s  so wish. The main thing is not that 
you disrupt the system, but that they can permit this f l exibi l ity to get in 
and get out without upsetting their particu l ar selves. 

No Reference To Compu l sory Education 

So I am wondering whether compulsory education was ever considered. I do not 
find a reference to it - in the report. There may be a reference to it, but 
there are certain l y  no recommendations regarding the system . It would appear 
to me that the committee Members are very proud of their recommendations . 
They fee l that the recommendations they are making and have made wi l l improve 
an inadequate system which we current l y  have in p l ace. In fact, I think that 
they fee l it would be a significant improvement, because they are suggesting 
that significant changes be made to the system. So what I am saying is if 
this system is going to be so good, shou l d  we not compe l peop l e  to attend it? 
Or is that the intention? Wi l l  people be ab l e  to drift in and drift out as 
they feel ob l iged or as the spirit moves them? 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Fraser): Thank you. Mr. Cur l ey. 

MR. CURL EY: Mr. Chairman, I am ama zed at the very naive respect the Member 
has for the native people . The majority of the population of the NWT is of 
native ancestry, and I failed to open your eyes . Wa l k  through the streets 
of Inuvik and l ook at it . Speak to the young peop l e  to see whether or not 
you wil l see any impact or disruption that these young peop l e  have had in 
dealing with your society . You are a very proud gent l eman . It shows . That 
statement means education should be one where peop l e  can be proud of it . I 
was saying to the Minister the other day, if young people, because there is 
nothing to do in Ye l l owknife -- the minute they breach one simp l e  little ru l e  
of the hostel, they are ki cked out . Expe l led. That is the disruption. I 
suggest you travel, make a trip one time . Take a course in cu l tural inclusion 
or professional devel opment type of a course, and l earn about native peop l e. 
Try and presume for one minute that you are in my shoes and try and l earn 
about what kind of an experience you wi l l  go through as you go to your first 
grade without knowing or understanding what the English system is all about. 

No, Mr. Chairman, we are not suggesting that the education system is going 
to be perfect once you accept the recommendations, because peop l e  do not 
change that quick l y, nor does the government change that quickly; but it wi l l 
give the means and the responsibility to the people . You too, you guys can 
handl e  it . You got it made . You know, you can try and protect the niche 
that you have devel oped, and if you want to do that, why do you not move a 
motion that we disregard this report and be content with the work that you 
have put into this existing ordinance , and be content with a l l the many 
students that are sent away from home, from Keewatin, Central Arctic, 
Frobisher -- there are many more of them that are going down to schoo l in 
Ottawa? They are having problems . . . 

CHAI RMAN (Mr. Fraser) : Mr. Curley, stick with the . . .  

· I 
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M R .  CU RLEY : I am sticking to the answe r to the qu estion. M r. Chairman . 

C HAIRMAN (M r. Fraser) :  Ms Cou rnoyea, did you want to respond ? 

P roblems In Inuvik 

MS COURNOYEA: Yes, I will respond to th ree items that the hono u rable Membe r 
fo r Inuvik brought up. One is a comment on his pa rt, and perhaps wo uld bring 
to his mind and his soul why Inuvi k, which is supposed to be the model town 
of the No rthwest Te r ritories in the development process and why it has such 
a low status, is mainly beca use -- I really believe that f rom my expe rience 
I can say ve ry clearly that the confidence in the educational system and the 
people ca r rying it out pe rhaps is not as well respected as it should be, and 
we certainly have had ou r difficulties. In my attempts to get peorle 
politically involved in the vario us agencies, the problem in a community li ke 
Inuvi k is that the re is a mixtu re of people. The people who maintain the 
system a re gene rally the people who, if the re are any disr uptions or  changes 
that the aboriginal people would want to see in a place like  this, immediately 
get themselves on boa rds and it is ve ry diffic ult to make that change. I 
think that that is why the level of a society or  an educational committee is 
still at a ve ry low level, beca use the people who are he re aboriginally have 
a ve ry difficult time convincing the population of Inuvik,  who a re gene rally 
within the system, and oftentimes do not even use the school system to educate 
thei r children -- they send them elsewhe re -- they do not have the confidence 
in the school system. So in o rde r to tie a comm unity organization togethe r, 
whateve r it may be, yo u have to have the will of the people and the t r ust among 
them which does not exist he re at this time, and so the refo re it is ve ry ha rd 
to move ahead. 

Explanation Of Individualized P rog rams 

Now, with regard to individualized prog rams which yo u were talking abo ut, the 
No rthwest Ter ritories has a ve ry small population. It would seem that many, 
many times -- for an example , we shall take  English as a second lang uage -- we 
are teaching ou r child ren in the comm unities as though thei r ability in English 
and their comprehension in English is at such a state that it is the same as 
that of people who come from the so uthe rn sector of this society, and from 
time to time, the reason why people do not stay in the system is becau se they 
are not really understanding what they a re being tau ght. So it seems that 
there are few enough students that we have to deal with that it wo uld not be 
such a te r rible imposition to develop a gro up of people who have been in the 
system along with the school boa rd or the comm unity to say, "Okay, we have 
50 children in this school and 25 of them a re having a difficult time. Now, 
what are thei r individ ual needs? " Th ree of them may have a p roblem in te rms 
of the fact that maybe they have lea rned to speak English later. Anothe r 
five of them may have a problem because they did not -- the pa rents -- we 
have ou r own local way of speaking English . Maybe anothe r five do not have 
thei r pa rents forcing them to read a great deal, so thei r comp rehension is 
not up to par. So, within the scope of that small population and group of 
children, we are denying them a p rivilege of lea rning because we have not 
looked at their individ ual needs. We are putting them all in one catego ry 
a n d s a y i n g , 1 1 H e re , l e t u s s t re a m l i n e y o u t h r o u g h t h i s s y t em . 1 1  vi h e n we t a l k 
about individ ual needs, it may be in one school because one school wo uld have 
the same problem; but then it also co uld mean 50 child ren in a school of 100 
that have these problems. So in te rms of you r  q uestion abo ut individual needs, 
these are the things that we felt were ve ry impo rtant to app roach. 

Ability To Move In And Out Of , Educational System 

As for having the ability to move in and out of the school system, it is that 
from time to time we can encou rage yo ung people to go to school for a ce rtain 
period of time. Pe rhaps it would be best if we had a p rogram whe re they can 
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stop, knowing they have completed their school program, and if they want to 
stop for a couple of years they can move back into it. Or else, say for 
examp l e, if the parents in that one given community decide, 1 1 Well, we should 
sp l it the time of teaching at different periods of time 1 1

, they can feel 
comfortab l e  in going out, and may be the teachers would be happy to continue 
the teaching in the summertime. This is what we said with the abi l ity of a 
regiona l / divisiona l board or a community to have more invo l vement in the 
development of the programs and providinq the individua l programs which we 
feel are very necessary. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Fraser ) :  Thank you, Ms Cournoyea. The time being 6 : 00 o' clock, 
I wi l l  be required to report progress. 

MR. S P EAK E R :  Mr. Fraser. 

R E PORT OF  TH E COMMITT E E  OF  T H E  WHO L E O F  TABL E D  DO CUM ENT 2-82(2 ) ,  L EARN ING : 
TRADIT ION AND CHANG E IN THE NORTHWES T T E R R ITOR IES 

MR . FRAS E R :  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Your committee has been considering 
Tab l ed Document 2 - 82(2 ) ,  the report of the special committee on education, 
and wish to report progress. 

M R. S P EAK E R : Thank you, Mr. Fraser. Are there any announcements from the 
floor? Mr. Clerk, announcements and orders of the day, please . 

CLERK OF  THE HOUS E (Mr. Remnant) : Announcements. There wi 1 1  be a meeting 
of the standing committee on l egislation at 7 : 30 this evening in the smal l 
Family Ha l l. Tomorrow morning, Tuesday, May 18, 9 : 30 a. m. , a caucus meeting 
in the small Fami l y  Hal l . 

ITEM NO. 14 : ORDE RS O F  TH E  DAY 

Orders of the day, l : 00 p. m. ,  Tuesday, May 18. 

l . Prayer 

2. Rep l ies to Commissioner' s Address 

3. Ora l Questions 

4. Questions and Returns 

5. Petitions 

Tab l ing of Documents 6 . 

7 .  

8 .  

9 .  

Reports of Special and Standing Committees 

Notices of Motion 

Notices of Motion for Fi rs t Reading of Bi 11 s 

l O .  Motions 

l l .  Introduction of Bi l ls for First Reading 

12. Second Reading of Bills , 

1 3. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of Bills, Recommendations to the 
Legislature, and Other Matters : Ta b l ed Document 2 - 82(2 ); Bi l l s  1 - 82(2 ) ,  
2 -82(2 ) ,  3-82(2 ) ,  4-82(2 ) ,  5 -82(2) 

14. Orders of the Day 

MR. S P EAK E R :  Thank you, Mr. Clerk. This House now stands adj ourned until 
Tuesday, May 18th, 1982, at 1 : 00 p. m. 

---ADJOURNMENT 





. . . 
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