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Mr. Tom Butters,
Member - Western Arctic,
Council of the Northwest Territories, 
Box 1069,
Inuvik , N.W.T.
XOE OTO

Dear Mr. Butters :

Re : R.C.M.P. Statistics

Further to my letter of August 17, 1972 with 
regard to the above I have now received replies from the 
three R.C.M.P. Sub-divisions in the Northwest Territories.

The R.C.M.P. do not have any "hard and fast" 
rules or procedures for members to follow when approached 
to intervene or settle a domestic quarrel. Every effort 
is made to attend as quickly as possible and a commonsense 
approach is employed. The welfare of children is a major 
concern. In the majority of these incidents, alcohol is 
a major factor, and as such, each situation has to be 
dealt with on its own merits. When circumstances warrant, 
an arrest is made and depending upon the parties involved, 
court action may or may not follow. If no charges are laid 
the person taken into custody is released when sober in 
compliance with existing legislation.

The R.C.M.P. do not maintain statistics that 
are readily available which would answer your questions.
In order to supply them, they would have to check over 
each and every individual complaint report at every 
detachment. The Frobisher Bay and Inuvik Sub-divisions, 
however, did do considerable work in certain detachments 
to provide some of the information you requested. I am 
attaching copies of Statistics forwarded from the Inuvik 
Sub-division and reports from the detachments at Frobisher 
Bay, Cape Dorset and Resolute Bay. Inuvik Sub-division 
has detachments at Aklavik, Good Hope, Inuvik, Fort 
McPherson, Norman Wells, Fort Norman, Tuktoyaxtuk and 
Sachs Harbour. Frobisher Bay, Cape Dorset and Resolute
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Bay have the larger volume of police work in that region.

It is generally felt by members of the R.C.M.P. 
that only a small percentage of marital assaults are 
reported. I am also advised that members are encouraged 
to solicit the assistance of other community services 
such as family counselling, members of the clergy etc., 
if and when available.

Yours sincerely,

W. Murray Smith,
Director ,
Department of Public 
Services

c.c. Commissioner
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ASSAULT STATISTICS

(A) Cases of Assault where wife laid charges:

‘ 29 . (
(B) Length of sentence received by husband:

- Jail sentences varied from two (2) weeks to three ( 
months in jail with only four persons receiving a 
prison term. Fines varied from $15.00 and costs to 
$100.00 and costs. The average fine for the 30 persons 
convicted was $2 7 .8 5 .

(C ) Insufficient evidence presented in court to obtain
conviction:
- Nil
- Total convictions - 34

(D) Charges that have been preferred by police:
-  5

(E) Convictions by police after preferring charges:
-  5

(F) Complaints received by police from wife who refused to
prefer charges:
-  213

(G) Ethnic nackground:
- All detachments reported their ethnic backgrounds to 
be Indian or Eskimo with.the exception of Inuvik who 
reported that out of a total of 125 complaints all 
but approximately 25 involved Indians or Eskimos.
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Frobisher Bay, iJ.W.T. 
August 2*f, 1972

0. C., FROBISHER BAY
ReI Policing of the R.W.T.

Bv the n.C.il. police
1. In reply to correspondence from Mr. BUTTERS, please 
bo advised that it is the general policy of this Detachment 
to take whatever action nay be necessary to protect life and 
property when answering domestic complaints. This action 
could include the arrest of the husband where there is evidence 
of an assault, or removal of the complainant to some other 
residence at her request. In all cases the welfare of child
ren is considered ana Social Development officers are contacted 
where necessary.
2. Statistics relating to domestic complaints to date in 
1972 where the wife laid charges are as follows:

(a) Charges of assault laid by wife - *f
(b) Ethnic background of accused - Eskimo - 1, Other - 3
(c) Sentences - 2 months, E*+u.00 Fine, 6 months probation
(d) Insufficient evidence for conviction - nil
(e) Victim refused to testify - 1

3 . Statistics relating to domestic complaints to date in 
1972 where h.C.M.F. laid charges are as follows:

(a) Severe assault - charge by K.C.M.P. - 2
(b) Convictions - 1
(c) Accused released because victim would not testify - 1

During the three month period from April to June a total 
of IfO complaints were received which involved domestic fights 
or assaults. In only four of these instances investigation 
resulted in charges being laid. In two of these instances 
convictions were obtained, and in two others the victim refused 
to testify against her husband. In the majority of cases en
countered either one or both the husband and wife had been 
drinking or were drunk.

Cpl.
.K. Laing)c3l3567. 
Frobisher Bay Det.

(J.R.G.) Cpl 
i/c, Det
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Capo Doroot, 
30th AugustI

O.C# FR0DISH3R DAY CUB/DIVISION

Re: Policing of tho N.V/.T.
by tho л,С,т?,Police

V/ith reference to your memorandum dated 11 AUa 72, 
the following information v;r.s com\:ilod from availablo detachment 
records for tho уеагз 1371, 1372 - to date.

V.hon a call io roceivod and action taken rerarding 
problems botweon a husband and v.ifo, e ;ch caae is approached 
differently depending on the ci re urnstoneсз involved#" In most 
cases of firhts between the husband find wife, both of them aro 
usually intoxicated# Hiis rc3ult3 in either tho members having* 
to tuko tho action in way of char .00 or to quiet the disturbance 
and no charges uro laid duo to tho circumstances involved.
2«

3 «

(a) 19711 Oho c!mr«30 laid by wife#
1972; Nono .to dato#

(b) 1971: loth local Eskimo rosidonts.
(0 ) 1971: Üireo weeks inprioonmont#
(d) 1971« Nil.

1972: Nono to date.
(a) 1971: Nono#

1972: None to date.
(°) 1971: Sovon charmas laid by datuchraont ;

1972: Two char-eo laid to data
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(Ъ) 1971! Conviction on each person charged.
1972j Conviction on each person charged to dato.

(o) 1971i None.
1972i None to date. ---

. 1 acre® that-where the wife is afraid to charge her 
husband for fear of another beating, the detachment гютЬегз 
have laid the charge resulting in the husband blaming tho Force 
and not the wife, for chargi. g him. ГГо doubt thcro arc cases 
whorci as a result of tho members laying tho charge, the husband 
has assaultea the wife again, however, the number of these cases is felt to be minimal.

5 ; In conclusion, most assaults arising from marital
disagreements are lelt to be the result of intoxication.

--- ïii oms on ) # 2 5 <'31 б. C s t.
Ti/c Cape Dorset Dotachment.
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tRESOLUTE DAY, N.W.T. XOA OVO,

18 AUO 72.

O.C. FROSIBIIKH DAY SUB-DIVISION.

Rei Policing of the N.W.T. 
by the R.C.M. Police.

1. Receipt is acknowledged of correspondence
from Mr. Tom BUTTERS, Member, Western Arctic dated 22 JUL 72 
together with forwarding memorandum from the Officer 
Commanding Frobisher Bay Bub-Division dated 11 AUG 72 relative 
to the above matter.
2# In reply to question 1 of Mr. BUTTERS letter,
the normal proceedure to do when police are called to a home 
in Resolute to settle or break up an argument is first of all, 
attend the scene and speak to the persons concerned and if 
talking do not solve the problem, one of the persons are 
asked to leave the home and spend time with a*relative or 
neighbour until the quarrel cools off and their temper 
subsides to a degree to enable them to discuss their problems 
sensibly.
3* For question 2, the following information is
from files of this Detachment to cover the calendar 1971 
and part of the current year.

(a) 1971 (3) 1972 (1)
(b) Eskimo Eskimo
(c) One person served Still awaiting

three months, other Court.
two persons fined.

<d) NIL NIL
(e) NIL NIL
Question 3 is answered as follows j
(a) 1971 NIL 1972 NIL
(b) 1971 N/A 1972 N/A
(c) 1971 N/A 1972 N/A.

5. To oomment on the first part of page 2 of
Mr. BUTTERS letter insofar as the wives in the Northwest 
Territories having little or no protection against assault 
and physical degradation inflicted by their husbands while 
in a drunken condition, I can only say that in the majority of
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Re« Policing of the N.W.T. 
by the R.C.M. Police.

\
eases where members of this Detachment have been called 
to family quarrels* the complaint is originated by the 
children of the family concerned since not only is the 
husband of the family drunk and beating up the home but 
the mother herself is also inebriated and not physical 
capable of defending herself or leaving the home to seek 
help. Also, in a large number of cases, especially when 
liquor is involved, the woman of the house will not leave 
if there is a quantity of liquor in the home and available 
for her consumption. It is a knov/n fact in Resolute that 
liquor is not a rare commodity for the Eskimo people and 
the women feel as though they are entitled to аз much 
liquor as their men folk.
6 . In general, it is agreed at this point that the
Eskimo women are afraid to testify against their mate because 
of repercussion.
1* Insofar as a reply about the latter part of Mr.
BUTTERS's letter, I have no comment to make on his remarks.

Cpl.
P.J. POWER, 20789. 
i/c Resolute Bay Det.
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