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Iniorvic.w witli James W.ii.-shte by Peter  Cr.ovski, CbC. From the program 
Tiiis Co uiitry in t he >i w r a i. /1 y, .

fiZOWliKI: Pres ident  of the Northwest: T e r r i t o r i e s  Indian brotherhood

and a l so  President  of  North of S i x t y ,  an orKanizat ion -  how umny i s  

i c , three nat i ve  groupa in the North of Sixty?

WAH-MHEK: We l l  there ' s  s i x  nat i ve  organizat ionG who comprise of  a. ..

Peter  Gzowaki cute in . . .  the na t i v e ,  the -metis, and Eskimos and In u i t  

T a p i r l a a t  from the cam ie that?

GX.OV.'SKI; They ' re  a l l  involved together  in the North o f  S i x ty .  Just  

be fore  wo get  into other kinds of  d i scuss ions  w i l l  you taste  that bannock? 

Bamnock is  not a new thing for  you right?

WAM-SJEE: Tea,  a h . . . . b u t  this one i s  nev/. (Laughs . )

GZOWSKI: You d idn ' t  have, d i d n ' t  have mar i chino cher r i e s  in your fami ly

when you were growing up, where,  in Port  Rae? (

WAU-SUEE: Yeh,  r i g h t , , . n o ,  we used f ioh egga.

GZOWSiil: Real ly? Caviar  in bannock. How's chat? Oh, you got your

f i s h  eggs f i sh i n g  on James Bay. T e l l  me what i t ' s  l i k e .  I 'm going to 

caste some too.

WAH-SHEE; U r n . . . I t ' s  kind of  hard to t e l l .  I keep t a s t i ng  the f r u i t .........

I t ' u  a l l  r igh t .

GZOWiSK.1: Whew. . . .  ( l aughs ) . . .  fo r a moment there I tho ugh t . . . wai  t t i l l  I

get  this  out of  my mouth. . . excusc m e . . . j u s t  one minute . . .  enjoy  yourne l f  

f o r  a second chore.  . .  ,Um;nm. . .  i t  ' s a l l  r i g h t . .  (1 nugho ) 1 t e l l  you what,  

we cheated a l i t t l e  b i t .  There ' s  but t e r  in i t  instead  of l a r d  and a 

l i t t l e  more water  that tho rec ipo c a l l e d  f o r ,  but i t  d id w o r k . . .  thut ' a  

f r i e d  and i t ’ s kind of nice.  I t ' s  r e a l l y  good. Anyway, I ' d  l i ke  to 

t a lk  about some of the things that are  going on in the part  of  the wor ld  

that you ' re  from and l i v ing  in and involved i n . . . . a l l  kinds of  a c t i v i t y
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l n . One of the things I ’ d like to find out about in the new northcrnef. 

the white northerner, the peraon whoae been going up there recently.

And one of the things that bob Raeeka said on the program when we were 

talking about hie experiences in the north. he talked about people 

going up to nee if they could offer some solution to the problems of the 

north and the first thing they did wee become part of the problem. W h a t  

your reaponae to that?
Н л а -SHEEi well in Dome cases I think they become a problem to the 

situation of the north. dm...!' think that if a person really wants to 

help the native people up north, they'll have to allow the native people 

co solve their own situation. By this I mean that uh... we want to solve 

our own...run our own affairs, and be given the opportunitiea to make 

our own decisions. And urn...not be told thin is good for you...that 

sort of approach and 1 think that a lot of problems that exist up north 

are becauoe the native people haven't been given the opportunity and 

that there are,too many consultants, adviaore to the governments nnd 

private agencies who are doing.their own thing up north and that as far 

as we are concerned there Is no such thing a. a native p r o b l e m . . . . . . .

because before the w h i t e  man .came up north we. never talked about an 

Indian problem or an Eskimo problem, or pardon me, an Inuit problem. Bu 

since the fur traders, t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s . the Territorial and Federal

j ,.n t rhink we have a cultural c o n f l i c t ,  on both axdea governments moved xn, I thinK- we

and U P  to now lt'o a one way process of culturel e u a imulation, If one 

wants to look at it that way. Wo talk about respect fol native 

trying to help the native people try to catch up to the modern world, bt 

up to now there haan-t been a great deal of respect for the native^ 

culture. We can ace it in the government programming, whether you're



calking about educat ion,  economic development, p o l i t i c a l  development,  

etc.

GZOV.SK.I; Could we . . .  j us t  change tacCo for  a minute and move from those 

genera l  areas into some s p e c i f i c s  and ta lk  about eome of  the communities 

along the Mackenzie Va l l ey that you know. What was the Old Scope in 

1 Yel lowkni fe?

WAH-SHLii; Wel l  in Ye l l owkni f e  the Old Stope wau a g reat  p l ace  f or  the 

nat ive  people to gut together .  They considered the Old Stope a» the i r  

kind of p l a c e . , , . i t  wau a nat ive  gather ing  center .  I t  was not only the 

nat ive  people who got together ,  i t  was,  you know, the old t imers ,  prou-  

pcctora ,  m i n e r a . . . the whole segment of  the community of  Ye l l owkni f e  used 

to got together  and i t  was a p l ace  where a person could be h imse l f .  I f  

uomeone was working out in the bush f or  about three or four months and 

wanted to r a i s e  h e l l ,  we l l , ,  he ' d  come into the Old Stope and r e a l l y  

enjoy himsel f  and i f  he wanted to dance on the t ab l e  and j u s t  p l a in  

whoop i t  up, he could do i t ,  and i t  was a pl ace  where i t  was accepted,  

to bo y o u r s e l f .  il ■■. c now you ' ve  got to be'  a l i t t l e  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d . . . ,  

G xowflki i n t e r u p t s . . .The Old Stope burned .down?, . . .Wah-uhce.  . .Yen,  i t  did,  

and I think i t  was a great  1 o,ss . I t  should have been r ep laced ,  because  

r i gh t  now the people have to go from the old town into uptown and that ' a  

qu i te  a ways i f  you haven ' t  got any money f o r  a cab,  e tc .

GZOWSiCI: Y e n . . . I  not ice  that you very c a r e f u l l y  sa id  not only the nat ive

p o o p l o , . .would be having a good time and f e e l i ng  that they be longed,  

but you talked about the old s e t t l e r s  and the old northerners  as i f  there 

are people who have gone up and have gotten a sense of  the l and,  have 

gotten a sense of  be longing and do belong and who you don ' t  resent  in the 

way you aoem to resent  a c e r . . . a r e  there two kinds of  n o r t h e r n e r s , . of  new

no x'chernern ?



‘ИЛ“*Ь'и г ‘ °П’ W0Uld “uy “°--Л  y»«'v« got the old timer.
. -he lived Caere tor ,«.r, and year, end ».11» got to W  the native..

And t n c u  ia loupcct on both « Idea  and they get  a lon6 qu i te  w e l l .  but

tUCn yOU‘ Ve t;0t tUC *iCW — b o t n e t  who Just move' up and maybe they

f or  two or three ir.ontho and they consider  themselven f u l l -
i lodged northerners ,  т t ’ к i : j. ,, m,, j

i t  a l ime me going to Br i t i r .h Columbia and

«oyxng « o u  I  m port  o f  the « « n o ,  y„„  can ' t  r e a l l y  nay that unloaa

C- t  the l o c i  „1 the country and have £or tho pcoplü

l i v e  there.  And thia iu par t  o£ the problem, a. I aeo them in the north 

r i ght  now. because,  you know, you can ' t  r e a l l y  be an expert  on the north 

you can be an e x p e r t . . . y o u  can consider  y o u r s e l f  an expert  on d i f f e r e n t  

8 ut I l e d  that people are the moat important thing that e x i s t s  

«P north.  I t ' a  the people who make the north what i t  ia  today.

GUOWSKI: Everybody i .  p r e d i c t i n g . . . yoo ' ve  heard p re d i c t i on s  that Inuvik
W i l l  go up to 8,500 DGODlc frmr •P P rom, what is i t  now, about 3,000 ; that

Ye l l owkni f e  i a  goinp to cct hi » tG co get b i gge r  and be more than 8,000 and eo o n . . .

in thnc. i s  t h a t ------you ' re  not against  that? Or are you?

W/iH-SHEE : We l l ,  I 'm not aga inst  development as such. In other  words i f

people from the nouth want to move up north they ' re  welcome; but l e t ' s

make one thing c l e a r ;  as f a r  ns the nat ive  people  are concerned wc

the land to be s e t t l e d  with the nat ive people,  and, that we want to

e c t t i e  that i a suc .  because up to now the nat ive  people haven ' t  had tho

rcoourccu to stand on the i r  own two f e e t ;  up to now we ' ve  been working

f ° r fiV‘ rl' b0 ‘i/ 'DUt ° Ur<i0lVO“ - A-  «  boon o rg aniz ing  a u r a o l v c a . . .

we coven t been organiz ing  our own community, our l eader sh ip  and so for th

«ed we ' r e  just  in the procese of  doing that .  So . . nee  you have a land 

set t l ement ,  the nat i ve  people  w i l l  have the land,  w i l l  have f i n a n c i a l

and w i l l  a l so  have other  r esources ,  human resources .  And then
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they can come from the south if they w i s h  b e c a u s e  then we w i l l  h ave Home 

uuti uiaucu of c o n t r o l l i n g  our cvr. community. Up to now, you k n o w f ihoro 

have b e e n  too many p e o p l e  coming from the s o u t h  without; h a v i n g  our land 

n e t t l e d  up to now.

G Z O W S K I :  Y o u ' v e  just come back from Alaska.

W A H - S H E E :  Yen, I 've been in A l a s k a  for about two w e e k s ,  I w o u l d  say, all

t c g c t li u r .

GZOWSK.I: W hat did y o u  learn there? 'Cause, 1 w o n d e r  if Can a d i a n s  hove

paid enough a t t e n t i o n  to the A l a s k a  land set t l e m e n t .

W A U - S H E E :  Well, I just went, there, as I said, about two w e e k s  agp and

the Alaska n a t i v e s  are caught up in a very a w kward s i t u a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  

they've received the land s e t t l e m e n t  money; they've got the land they can 

select, but then t h e r e ’s t h e . . . . P e t e r  C e o w o k l  i n t e r u p t s ...H o w  much money

h a v e  they g o t ? ____ W a h - s h e e . . . W e l l , they've got one b i l l i o n  dol l a r s  and

forty m i l l i o n  accès and t h oy'vo got two years to s e l e c t  all the land in 

the State of Alaska.

GZOWSK.I: And that was a octtlement in the foderal court, waon t it?
T he federal g o v e r n m e n t  said that w a o  r i g h t f u l l y  theiro, that was their

a b o r i g i n a l  right. ' «

W A H - S H E E : Well, it was a p o l i t i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  in the H o u s e  of Congress,

and right now they're aloo in the midst of e n r o l l m e n t  and y o u  have 

s o m e t h i n g  like up to M a r c h  31 to enroll.

GZOWSKIj What dooo enroll moan?
W A H - S H E E :  W e l l  e n r o l l m e n t  b a s i c a l l y  means that if yo u  are an Ala m c a n

n a t i v e  and a U.S. citizen, then that y o u  are e n t i t l e d  to enroll. Y ou 

h a v e  to be 1/4 A l a s k a n  native, w h e t h e r  it's Inuit or Ind i a n ,  and 

y o u  d o n ’ t n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  to live in the States b ut y o u  h a v e  to retain 

y o u r  U.S. c i t i z e n s h i p  and yo u  have to bo a c c e p t e d  by o n e o f  the v i l l a g e s
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c/jbh uottiemenc.

G/.UWSKI: the pr e c e d e n t  that wan set there going to have any

effect on y o u r  own Movement:» in your... in N o r t h  of Sixty in p a r t i c u l a r ?  

WAJi-Sli ME : Well, I believe that it's going to have a s i g n i f i c a n t  impact

b ecause up to now Lite federal g o v e r n m e n t  hau been e t u b h o r n  in their 

approach of not r e cognizing a b o r i g i n a l  rights. A b o r i g i n a l  rights 

ban already b e e n  recognized by the federal g o v e r n m e n t  b o c k  in 1921 when 

Treaty 8 and 11 w e r e  uigned. B e c a u s e  ан far ne we ' r e  c o n c e r n e d  in the 

N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  land was not ceded, and this io the feeling of the 

p e ople in the N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  b e c a u s e  all Treaty 8 and 11 w e r e  waa 

a peace treaty to allow the t; ou the rn . . . a ou the rne гз to m o v e  from below 

the 60th parel e l l  into the N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  and that we w o u l d  live i 

in peace w i t h  them. And so this is y o u r  T r e a t y  8 and 11. And that land 

was not settled. T h e r e f o r e  the native people N o r t h  of Sixty are in the 

came p o s i t i o n  as the Alaska f e d e r a t i o n  of natives.

GÜ0WSKI: h a v e  you got plans to get this in front of the courte somew h e r e ?

W A U - GUEH: The wny that we w ant to a p p r o a c h  it is chat we w a n t  to w o r k

out a basic a p p r o a c h  to the land claims among o u r a e l v e o  oo i n d i v i d u a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w ho are members of the f e d e r a t i o n  of N o r t h  of Sixty and we 

w i l l  use the p o l i t i c a l  appro a c h  as w e l l  as using the courts; so we will 

be using both.

GZ0WSK.I : So y o u  don't know p r e c i s e l y  h o w  y o u  are going to u t c n c k . . . a l l

you know la that yo u  are going to a t t a c k  and ... a t t a c k  m i g h t  be the 

wro n g  w o r d . . . b u t  y o u ’re going to w o r k  toward s o m e t h i n g  like the Alas k a  

s a c t l e m e n t . .

WAiL-SUEIi: Right... and we want Co do it as a. united nati v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,

in the Rtato. of Alaska. Thou you arc entitled to the land ae well au
V



instead of hoving different native o r g a n i s â t iono a p p r o a c h i n g  the laud 

claims by themselves, and this is w ay y o u  one a lot of m e e t i n g s  n o w - a ~ d a y o  

w i t h  ti»c i n d i v i d u a l  nati v e  o r g a n i z a c i o u e  North of 60. Y o u  see the land 

claims are not really the p r oblem no far as I see it, b c c a u o e  once you 

get a land claim, then y o u  also have to implement the land claim and if 

y o u ' r e  not prepa r e d  to do that then you end up w i t h  a can of worms. A«ul 

the land claim itse l f  is not the means to an end, b e c a u s e  in Alaska I

nee that they've got this one b i l l i o n  dollars and forty m i l l i o n  асгеб and

right now they have o r g a n i z e d  12 r egional corpo r a t i o n s  and they re 

running out of p e o p l e  to m a n a g e  these corporations. T h e y  have to go on 

int e n s e  training programs to get their p e o p l e  ready to get i nto the modern 

w o r l d  of running the cor p o r a t i o n  because it's a profit m n k i n g  c o r p o l a t i o u • 

And g o  they have to hire consultants from Wall Street, from all o ver the 

s o u t h e r n  states, and I can see the same thing coming up in the N o r t h w e s t  

T e r r i t o r i e s  and the Yukon. Because once you get, an X amount of land, an 

X amount of money, then you have to form the regional c o r p o r a t i o n s  

and if y o u  look into the small commun i t i e s  in the north and also

s t a t i s t i c s  as far as the T e r r i t o r i a l  e d u c a t i o n  ia concerned, you have

a very small n u m b e r  of n a t i v e  peop l e  who are gra d u a t e d  from u n i versity 

and for that matter, the high schools as well.: So w h a t i s , go i n g  to ^

happen, in y o u ' r e  going to end up w i t h  this s e t t l e m e n t  and y o u ’re going 

to have to go on an i n t e n s e  training program to get as m a n y  n a tive p e ople 

invo l v e d  as m u c h  as possible. And I b e l i e v e  that the o t h e r  tnrng j-ü 

that once y ou get a land claim, the g o v e r n m e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  w a n t s  co taice 

it away from y ou so you got .to keep on fight i n g  for what you got and 

this in w h a t ' s  h a p p e n i n g  in the State of Alaska. The A l aska F e d e r a t i o n  

of Nat i v e s  ia forever se n d i n g  their p e o p l e  down to W n c n i n g t o n  to 

negotiate. Y o u  know, the l e g i s l a t i o n  that w a s  p a s s e d  for the land claim



* 8

Vas some loopholes. It'e an agreement b e t w e e n  the' federal g o v e r n m e n t  

and also the State of Alaska.

GZOWSKI: So one of the things y o u  found out w h e n  y ou w e r e  in the State 

of A l a s k a  and looked at their o c t t l e n e n t ,  is that it's a lot m o r e  c om

plic a t e d  than a n y o n e  w o u l d  at first assume,

WAU-SUEE: Right. I think that y o u ’ve got to have two b a s i c  a p p r o a c h e s

to your land claim. One in to fight like h e l l  to get w h a t  y o u  want and 

n u m b e r  two is to hang on to it and to get as many n a t i v e  p e ople i n v o l v e d  

to keep y o u r  land claim going. W h e n  I say land claim going, I mçun 

y o u ' v e  got to train y o u r  o w n  p e o p l e  to invest in stocke and bonds ana 

y o u ’ve also got to get into real esta t e  and oth e r  b u a i n e a s e a  as w e l l  ao 

running the corporation.

GZOWSKI; Jame6 Wah-eh.ee from North, of Sixty.
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