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Mr. Commi ss i oner :

I would l i k e  a t  t h i s  t i me t o  r e p o r t  b r i e f l y  upon t he  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  the S t a n d i n g  Commi t tee on Deve lopment  and Eco l ogy  s i n c e  i t s  

i n c e p t i o n  and i n a u g u r a l  mee t i ng  on F r i d a y ,  Januar y  14,  1 972.

As you w i l l  know.  S i r ,  t he  Commi t tee i s  composed o f  C o u n c i l l o r  

Tom B u t t e r s ,  Western A r c t i c ;  C o u n c i l l o r  L y l e  T r i m b l e ,  Lower  

Mac k enz i e ;  C o u n c i l l o r  James Rabesca,  Gr ea t  S l av e  N o r t h ;  and 

m y s e l f ,  a c t i n g  i n  the c a p a c i t y  o f  Chai rman.

Du r i n g  the p a s t  y e a r ,  the Commi t tee has met f o u r  t i m e s ,  on each 

o c c a s i o n  d u r i n g  s i t t i n g s  o f  Cou n c i l  i n  Y e l l o w k n i f e .  Du r i n g  i t s  

f i r s t  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  Commi t tee c o n f i n e d  i t s e l f  t o t he  deve l opment  

o f  i t s  Terms o f  R e f e r en c e ,  a consensus o f  t he  u l t i m a t e  alms o f  

t he  Commi t tee and the l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed upon i t  by the f a c t  t h a t  

t he  T e r r i t o r i a l  Government  does n o t  have f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

I t s  r e s o u r c e s ,  i t s  e n v i r o n m e n t  o r  i t s  e c o l o g y .

A second mee t i ng  was h e l d  on J anua r y  2V, 1972,  a t  wh i ch  t i me  

Terms o f  Reference  were f o r m a l l y  drawn up,  agreed w i t h  by the 

Commi t t ee ,  and u l t i m a t e l y  p r e s e n t e d  1n t h i s  Chamber as a Repor t  

t o  t he  Commi ss i oner  and Co unc i l  o f  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s .

I n  June,  d u r i n g  t he  47 t h  S e s s i o n ,  a f u r t h e r  mee t i ng  o f  t h e  

Commi t tee t ook  p l a c e .  The pur pose  o f  t h i s  mee t i ng  was t o . d i s c u s s  

a f r e s h  approach by t he  Commi t tee f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p r ob l ems

connec t ed  w i t h  ba l an c e d  deve l opmen t  and e c o l o g i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s *
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From t h i s ,  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  be c o n s t r u e d  t h a t  the o r i g i n a l  Terms 

o f  Reference  p r oved  i n c o n d u c i v e  to  t he  e f f e c t i v e  o p e r a t i o n  

o f  the Commi t tee due t o  t he  l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed upon i t  t h a t  

I ment i oned a moment ago.  Indeed» d u r i n g  the y e a r ,  C o u n c i l l o r  

B u t t e r s  p r e s e n t e d  on b e h a l f  o f  t h i s  Commi t tee a w e l l  p r epa r ed  

b r i e f  to an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Confer ence  on t h e  Human E n v i r o n m e n t ,  

and I p e r s o n a l l y  p r ep a r ed  many paper s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  e c o l og y  

and the N o r t h e r n  s i t u a t i o n ,  and have spoken on such s u b j e c t s  as 

G u i d e l i n e s  t o  P i p e l i n e s .

However ,  Mr.  Commi ss i oner ,  p a r t l y  because o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  a b i l i t y  

t h i s  Commi t tee has t o  deal  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  t hose areas o f  

r esou r ce  deve l opmen t  and t hose  ar eas  o f  an e c o l o g i c a l  n a t u r e  

o v e r  wh i ch  we have no c o n t r o l ,  I have t e n d e r ed  my r e s i g n a t i o n  as 

Chai rman o f  the Commi t tee a t  a mee t i ng  h e l d  Wednesday,  Jan u a r y  31,  

1973.  The above 1s n o t  the o n l y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  I have 1n 

t e n d e r i n g  my r e s i g n a t i o n .  There a r e  o t h e r s .  I f e e l  t h a t  I am 

a t  o r e s e n t  o c c u p i e d  1n too many Commi t tees to do j u s t i c e  t o  

them a l l .  As w e l l ,  o u r  new D i r e c t o r  o f  I n d u s t r y  and Development  

i s  c o n d u c t i n g  a s t u d y ,  p r e p a r i n g  a p l an  and w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  

r e p o r t  to t h i s  Counc i l  on m a t t e r s  o f  a d e v e l op m e n t a l  and 

e c o l o g i c a l  n a t u r e .  I t  i s  my f e e l i n g  a t  t h i s  t i me  t h a t  t he  

Commi t tee s h o u l d  be t e r m i n a t e d  u n t i l  such t ime t h a t  t he  r e p o r t  

1s made, t h e n ,  1 f  r e q u i r e d ,  t he  Commi t tee be r e c o n s t i t u t e d .

Du r i ng  Wednesday ' s  m e e t i n g ,  a f o u r  I t e m agenda was d i s c u s s e d .

The f o u r  i t ems  were as f o l l o w s :

1 . .  Review o f  1 972 a c t i v i t i e s  by t h e  S t a n d i ng  Commi t tee on 

Development  and E c o l o g y ;
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2 . .  A p r op o s a l  to t e r m i n a t e  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  S t a n d i ng  

Commi t tee on Development  and E c o l o y y ;

3 . .  The q u e s t i o n  o f  Cha i r mansh i p  o f  the Commi t t ee ,  i f  I t em 

Three i s  d e f e a t e d  by the m a j o r i t y  vo te  o f  the Commi t t ee ;  

and

4 . .  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  a r e v i s e d  p r og r am,  i f  the Commi t tee i s  to 

so c o n t i n u e .

Upon v o t e ,  Members o f  t h e  S t a n d i n g  Commi t tee agreed to i t s  

c o n t i n u a t i o n .  Consensus o f  t he  a s s e n t i n g  Members i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

t h i s  Commi t tee i s  needed more now t han e v e r ,  b u t  t h a t  a f r e s h  

approach and program i s  r e q u i r e d .

The S t a n d i n g  Commi t tee on Deve l opment  and Eco l ogy  has accep t ed  

my r e s i g n a t i o n  as Chai rman,  bu t  I w i l l  remain a Member o f  t he  

Commi t t ee.  The Commi t tee e n t e r t a i n e d  a p r op o s a l  t h a t  C o u n c i l l o r  

Tom B u t t e r s  be recommended as Chai rman t o  succeed me, and 

unanimous agreement  to t h i s  p r o p o s a l  was g i v e n .  Mr.  B u t t e r s  

i n d i c a t e d  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  to a c c e p t  the o f f i c e .

I t  was de c i de d  t h a t  a f u r t h e r  mee t i ng  be h e l d  b e f o r e  the t e r 

m i n a t i o n  o f  the p r e s e n t  Sess i on  o f  Counc i l  to recommend a new

program o f  mea n i ng f u l  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h i s  Commi t t ee.

May I ,  S i r ,  t hank  the Members o f  t he  S t a n d i ng  Commi t tee on Develop 

ment  and Eco l ogy  f o r  the s u p p o r t  t hey  have g i ve n  me d u r i n g  my 

t e r m o f  o f f i c e  as Chai rman. n

C o u n c i l l o r  L-E.  Hamel i n  
Cha1 rman
Standing Committee on 
Development and Ecology


