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YELiruKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRI'IDRIES 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1983 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Appaqaq, Mr. Arlooktoo, Hon. George Braden, Hon. Tom Butters, Mr. Curley, Ms Cournoyea, Mr. 
Evaluarjuk, Hon. Arnold Mccallum, Mr. Macl)Jarrie, Mr. McLaughlin, Hon. Richard Nerysoo, Hon. J:ennis 
Patterson, Mr. Pudluk, Mrs. Sorensen, Hon. Don Stewart, Hon. Kane Tologanak, Hon. James Wah-Shee, 
Mr. Gordon Wray 

ITEM NO. 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. [l'.)n Stewart): Before I go into the orders of the day for Friday, September 9, I 
wonder if we may have an indication from Members, your desires with regard to sittin;i today, if we 
are not oorcpleted by noon. r:o you wish to give the Speaker the cption of sitting longer hours 
today to oorcplete the business today? What is the wish of the House? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

---Agreed 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any nays? Then if that is agreed, we will set the hours from 9:30 until 
12:30 and from 1:30 until the time required to oorcplete the business of this House. 

HON. 10M BIJITERS: Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters. 

HON. 1DM BUTTERS: Is it your expectation that an hour will be a sufficient time for Members to get 
away and get back again. Would maybe 11:30 and 1:30 not be more acceptable? 

MR. SPEAKER: Why is it that the skinny ones always need so much longer to eat than the fat ones? 

--Laughter 

Is that the desire of the House, that we take longer for lunch? 

AN HON. MEMBER: From 12:00 to 1:30. 

MR. SPEAKER: From 12:00 to 1:30, so be it. The hours then, will be set from 9:30 until 12:00 and 
from 1:30 until it is moved that the House be adjourned. Item 2, Members' replies. Mr. Arlooktoo. 

ITEM NO. 2: MEMBERS I REPLIES 

Mr. Arlooktoo's Reply 

MR. ARLCOK'IDO: (Translation) 
usual. 

---Laughter 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just have a short oorrrnent to make, as 
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I just want to say thank you to all of you. Mainly, I want to thank the Comnissioner and his 
staff, since we were able to get what we asked for sometimes maybe - I am mainly talking about 
Cape Corset. As I said earlier I was very happy to have served as a Member of the Legislative 
Assembly, and during the four years that I have served, I have learned a lot attending the 
Legislative Assembly meetings. we were able to say what we wanted through the interpreters. 
Perhaps if there were no interpreters some of us probably would not be able to sit in these 
meetings without them. I also wanted to say thank you for the Legislative Assembly allowing our 
spouses to come. It brings a closer relationship. I was also a Member of corrmittee meetings, the 
standing corrmittee on legislation and the standing corrmittee on rules and procedures. I also had a 
lot of help from the interpreters. 

Some of the things that we asked for, for Lake Harbour, we did not get, for exarrple they wanted an 
extension to the airport but Local Government did not agree to giving us the extension to the 
airport. I was kind of sad about this. Another tirre we wanted a social worker in Lake Harbour 
and we never got our social worker. I was kind of sad about this. For the items I have just 
mentioned, I will be running again in the next election. 

--Applause 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for listening to what I had to say. 
to say something to you, and as I said, I do not go on for a 
some of you again, maybe in January, if I am elected again. 
doing so far, I will be back here again, and if they do not 
Thank you. 

--Applause 

I was very happy ·to be the first one 
long time. We will probably be seeing 

If they agree with what I have been 
like rre, I probably will not be here. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Arlooktoo. Members' replies. Mr. Curley. 

Mr. Curley's Reply 

MR. CURLEY: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I probably will not be talking for very long, 
but I have sanething to say and since this is the last day for rrost of us, or maybe even tomorrow, 
I am talking about the people that have been elected before, sorre of us will not be doing things 
that we normally do. We are going to have to rely mainly on the Executive Members this tirre 
around. Perhaps this is what I say to them, try to do a good job up until the next election. I 
realize the Ministers will be working right up until the next election. I just want them to 
continue working with what they started out with before. Perhaps if I talk about this in English, 
it will be better. I have a lot to say, but I am not going to say it all. I realize this rronth we 
will cease to be Members of the Legislative Assembly, those of us that stopped, but the government 
will keep on going. I just wanted to be understood. (Translation ends) 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is appropriate that I should address a few remarks to the work that we have 
carried out as Members of this Legislature. I for one, as a junior Member of the Legislature, have 
had some very merrorable experiences I think, that have helped rre to at least develop ronfidence in 
the democratic process that we have in the North. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Hear, hear! 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Hear, hear! 

MR. CURLEY: I think it has been a very exciting and challenging experience, as a junior Member of 
the Legislature, because I was elected to this Legislature in 1979 and at that tirre I felt that I 
did not qualify to be elected to the position of Executive Member. 

I believe, ha..,ever much confidence you have in yourself, that a person ought not to rush to try and 
get into a position of authority without having experienced some of the responsibilities that are 
there. I have truly enjoyed my responsibility as an MLA because when I caire here I decided, and I 
consulted with the people and friends of mine, that we have to prove that an ordinary 
representative can have sorre influence at least, in guiding the government or at least, in bringing 
about the strong views and concerns of the constituents. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: You are not ordinary, Tagak. 
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MR. CURLEY : The government as we have knoon i t ,  as the history of the Northwest Territories is 
concerned ,  as it devolved fran the federal government , I think , has always been known to ba less 
than any normal demxratic  institution which normally carried out their  duties . We have always 
been provided for by the Ind ian Affairs department and as such many of our coIT1Tiunities in the 
Eastern Arctic have developed a dependency toward the government for any problem and for any 
solutions to problems that we face . But today I am encouraged to see that many of the sett lements 
and hamlets and COIT1Tiunity counci ls in the Eastern Arctic no longer wish to ba continuing wards of 
the government and they noo are develop ing to the pos ition where at least they noo can express 
thei r  concerns directly to the government and therefore take part . I have seen that and that is 
happening . I further see that , by evidence that we have in the coIT1TIUnities in the reg ions 
developing into regional counci l  status and we will agai n  deal with that today , as we dea l with the 
bi ll respecting tribal and regional councils . So I am pleased to have at least taken part in 
try ing to bring about further involvement of the people . 

Mr. Speaker, although my involvement in this Assembly has been short , during the last four years I 
too understand that we were also faced with very difficult and demanding priorities that we have 
set out through these last four years . I have been very much grati f ied to have teen involved again 
in the major comnittees that this Assembly establ ished,  particularly the special COlllTiittee on 
education in trying to bring about further changes to the Education Ordinance as it affects the 
people of the Northwest Territories . I wi ll say though, even though some groups , particularly the 
NWT Teachers ' Associat ion , may think it is an answer to all educational problems in their view,  as 
far as I am concerned , I wi ll say , "No way " . This is only the beginning of improvement and changes 
that the people of the North need . we have made further improvement to devolution of the 
educational programs of the government , but I think this is only the begi nning . The problems will 
never be corrpletely solved unt i l  poss ibly when we have developed into provincial status and two 
territories have been created in the Northwest Territories . So I must say that we have exercised 
our part and that the 10th Assembly will do its part to make further improvements to the system 
that we have . 

Education Linked To Northern Econany 

I f i nd it one of the most important works of this Assembly because I cannot see hoo the northern 
economy , for instance , with the need for a qualified people and professi onal people can actually 
deve lop in the Territories without decent educational programs , w ithout decent educational 
fac i l i t ies and schools and high schools that are close to the people of the North . It is just , I 
think , not possible to bel ieve that we can have a strong economy and that we can f i ll all the jobs 
in  the Territories in the resource development sector , in the civi l service sector as wel l  as the 
non-government and p rivate sector, where sk i lled positions are involved, without really havi ng a 
good educational system.  Education , I think surely everyone knows , must be the stepping stone for 
opportunities that are presently avai lable in the North. 

I am leading up to this . I think we have to deal with the educational question and then , the next 
Assembly , in my view ,  should concentrate on the economy of the North . The economy of the North is 
really oomplex and I thi nk very difficult and a lways creates a predicament to this government and 
the Executive Counc i l ,  parti cularly the Ministers involved in the economic development . I think 
the Minister alone should not be expected to create an injection into the northern programs , to 
create a st imulus for the northern economy , without the backing of the Assembly and the people 
involved.  

Positions Going To outsi ders 

We have people that are look ing for jobs , unerrp loyed people , young people ,  for instance, in my k i nd 
of area that have no hope of even trying to oorrpete for government pos itions or private sector 
pos i tions because the practi ce  is those fran outside who qual i fy must take those pos itions . I as a 
cit i zen of the North would like to see the day that our people , people in our coIT1Tiunities and the 
young people of the North who are coming out of the schools would have the sarre confidence as 
someone in  Edmonton or Winnipeg or Ottawa seei ng the career advertisements in the Globe and Mai l 
and would feel confident to say " Boy , would not that be an interesting pos ition ! "  They would 
apply and send their resumes to the Government of Northwest Territories , to all the Personnel 
directors in the NWT in our government . 

But I do not bel ieve that they are rea lly going to see that happening until the conmunities , the 
hamlet counc i ls ,  municipalities , chambers of corrrnerce , all various organi zations and private 
corrpanies start to seek and demand their place in having the right to have a job and employment in  
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the Northwest Territories , I for one would like to see the 10th Assembly take a strong, united 
position to try and ensure that whatever little we have , the North is really taking all the 
benef its that are going to all people . That is what I would like to see . 

Econanic Development A Priority 

I have not been able to, and should say that I regret not g1vrng the Ministers of Economic 
Development , both Mr , Braden when he was the Minister of Economic Development and Hon. Arnold 
McCallum, enough support to these efforts because I believe that our priorities were not laid oot 
to set economic development as a major priority . I really believe the 10th Assembly should have a 
strong interest in the development of our economy . Sure the resource development is going to go 
ahead , everybody knows that , but the question is hON are we going to get the young people 
involved? How can we create a sense of confidence that they too can have a role to play in 
developing that part of the North? I bel ieve that the educational institutions , if we cannot 
commit our priorities to develop educational institutions so that technical trai ning can be taken 
closer to heme • • •  

AN HON , MEMBER: Hear, hear ! 

MR. CURLEY: • • •  so that the strong academic training programs can be taken closer to home, truly we 
should not expect that we can have a strong economy without these very essential programs being 
available to the people . So I hope those who wi ll be back in the 10th Assembly wi ll take part and 
serious ly look at this unitedly because I think we need a united position as far as the northern 
economy is concerned. 

Right now our history of the northern economy is "D::> not do this , or do not do that until this or 
that question is resolved , "  I do not really believe that we are ever going to have a society in 
the North where people wi ll ever agree 100 per cent , that one should not go ahead whi le the others 
are being dealt with . So in spite of the differences in principle and approach to finding jobs for 
people, we at least should a lways try to agree that people need to have a job and that these 
positions presently in the North , errployment opportunities for jobs , should , at least the Ill:ljority 
of them, go to the people . Sure , let us disagree on the approach but let us agree on not depriving 
the unerrployed people of their  right to have a first priority ,  particularly the residents of the 
NWI'. 

So, Mr . Speaker,  I see that as a challenge and I see that challenge be ing a very serious one and I 
certainly would want to be involved in at least trying to help in that direction . If I can see the 
possibi lity in coming back , I wi ll make sure that I do take part in f inding better opportunities 
for our people , our unemployed people of the North . 

HON , DENNIS PATTERSON : Hear , hear ! 

MR . CURLEY: Mr . Speaker, I do not want to go too far on the political development and the 
constitutional development of the Territories , because I think again this is a very corrplex issue . 
I am satisf ied with what we have done . 

---Applause 

That does not mean that the job is done . The job is sti ll very much a challenge to those who are 
going to join the 10th Assembly. I bel ieve that the positions and recommendations that this 
Assembly has taken , are a good framework to begin further work on the development . I look forward 
to the people at least getting all the various reports that the special committees of this Assembly 
have developed and produced with respect to the division question and will he lp the Members who 
wi ll be coming in .  As well,  I think that no.v that the plebiscite has taken plaoe with respect to 
the division and with the federal government ' s  conditions to the division ,  it will be nuch easier 
for the 10th Assembly than it was when we first joined here . So, I look forward to seeing the 
developments tak ing place in that . 

Improvements In Transportation 

Mr . Speaker, there are a few other things that I would like to point oot with respect to oor part 
of the North, the Keewatin region . We have been fortunate to have had irrprovements with respect to 
transportation in the Territories . We have enjoyed the opportunity since I joined this Assembly of 
being able to t ravel without too 111.lch difficulty,  coming to Yellowknife and to Frobisher Bay 
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and now we have direct contact with Winnipeg and the rest of Canada through the services of 
Northwest Territorial Airways , I think that should be acknowledged and Mr , Engle , who is the 
president of the Northwest Territorial Airways , should be given high recognition for his 
contribution in really opening up the exchange between the South and the North . Likewise , I think 
our people in the region would very much like to see that he at least te given a pat on the back 
for irrproving the transportation which has been a very difficult problem. 

Renewable Resources 

Mr . Speaker ,  I could probably go on and give an account of what I have done , but I do not think 
that that is my job here . My job is to try and bring out the concerns of the people . I wanted to 
bring to this House the area which I believe again must be taken much more seriously ; review and 
work done by this government and the Ministers involved, particularly with respect to the renewable 
resources area. The Minister acknowledged the statement of the Minister of Economic Development . 
I think it reflects a true state of affairs of the renewable resources , particularly the fur 
economy and the very difficult and downward position ,  corcpared to other years . It has been a very 
diff icult , tough year for people who live on the hunting and trapping economy . In that area , Mr . 
Speaker, I would very rruch like to see that we consider that other renewable resources policies 
be developed through this government . I believe that the Eastern Arctic ,  Baffin ,  Keewatin and 
parts of Kitikmeot have ITB..JCh more potential for developing the fisheries capabil ities of the 
Territories , not only for arctic char but in the Baffin region I believe , they could eventually 
have a fisheries program similar to that carried out in Newfoundland . 

In my view ,  we . have to take a broader look and see whether or not we can develop that part of the 
resource , OJr hunting economy , the trapping economy will likely continue to suffer . Therefore we 
need some other opportunity and in that respect I think the fisheries potential is one that should 
be looked at and carefully developed by this government . The questions that are asked presently 
wi ll be answered , The people in the North wi ll know that we have a renewable resource in the 
Territories that this government can give to the people to take advantage of ; I would like to see 
that that takes place . 

Mr , Speaker ,  I did want to point out too, the fact that the northern economy in my view, is many 
things really ,  and the fact that all the major native organizations of the Territories have now 
begun to create , and I think have created, a ll the kinds of private corporations that are needed to 
take part . I am encouraged, because four years ago when we came here , there was quite a bit of 
apprehension for native organizations to be involved in the private sector area . 

I am glad also to give recognition to the Denendeh Development Corporation and to the Metis 
Development Corporation . · I think these are the beginnings . If we expect our people to have 
corrpetence and abil ity to corrpete in terms of government contracts or to take part in the 
development , we are going to be able to do that probably , by running various corporations , actively 
seeking opportunities . Therefore as a former president of one of the development corporations ,  the 
Nunasi Development Corporation ,  I wish to give high recognition and support to these corporations . 
I think that they have a very irrportant role to play in northern development . I wish to give them 
all the encouragement and support that they will need in that field . 

Mr . Speaker , I do not wish to go on too long , because we have quite a bit of work to do,  but I look 
forward also to successfu l ,  I think , debate on the Regional and Tribal Councils Ordinance , because 
although it likely will create another level of government , at least it will te one that will help 
to devolve the government programs that we have been asking for . So I look forward to the 
successful corrpletion of this ordinance today , as we deal with it . 

Mr. Speaker , the last thing that I do want to say , is that the staff of the Legislative Assembly, I 
think , have done a very irrportant work and service to this Ninth Assembly . We have been demanding 
and we have , I think , created so often a confusion to some of our staff that I am encouraged to see 
that they have handled their jobs with reasonable calm and patience to all of us that are less 
patient than some . So I wish to give my corrpliments for the good work that they have done and to 
the interpreters who I think are sometimes overworked . I believe that they should te given a 
special bonus each time these sess ions are over , because they do have to put up with all the 
nonsense that we normally carry out here . 
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CBC Keeping Publ ic Informed 

One area that I would also like to give recognition to , is the small core of the press that we have 
in the North . Although some of us may not agree sometimes w i th what they say, I am satisfied with 
the programs that are being carded out . Particularly in my language , the Inuktitut language , the 
CBC I think is doing a very gooo j ob  in the area of Inukt itut programs in Keewatin and Baffin for 
that matter.  So I think that is one area that those of us in the East have been at least blessed 
with ,  that communication and informing the public of the important things that are tak ing place . I 
have been very satisf ied, with the programs that come cut daily and even early in the rrorning that 
I listen to, that they are keeping the people informed of the decisions that the government is 
tak ing . So Mr . Speaker , I will not go on too long and there are many things on my mind rut I think 
it is rruch more important that we get this House dissolved so we can get oo the campaign and I look 
forward to being involved . Thank you . 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr . Curley . Members ' replies . Mr . Evaluarjuk . 

Mr . Evaluarjuk ' s  Reply 

MR. EVALUARJUK : ( Translation ) Thank you , Mr . Speaker . I do not have a very long speech to make at 
this time . In the repl ies that we are given , I do not really see any big issue in Members ' repl ies 
but it is very interesting to hear what the Members of the Legislative Assembly have been able to 
reply on . I can also say that on the Eighth Assembly there were some difficulties . People in the 
last Assembly were making corrplaints that the Eighth Assembly was not very good and we were hearing 
some rumours say ing that maybe the 10th Assembly w i ll say that the Ninth Assembly was not very 
good . Maybe so. Mr . Speaker, I am also very happy that I am able to say what I have been thinking 
too, mainly about human resources . We have been able to work together in the ITC for example .  The 
MIAs in this House should be working rrore closely together instead of debating arrong ourselves rut 
tooay I can see that the work ing relatioo between us is a lot better than in previous years . I can 
also say that in the seventies , I cannot say the exact date but close to 1979 , I am not too sure , 
said -- was just coming into existence , and he meant , you are the chi ldren of the government and 
this was refused by the BRC , that the BRC was just coming into existence . 

Need To Work Together Closely 

I am happy to see that we are working together and only by work ing together can we get things 
done . I can also add that this w i ll have to be worked on sti ll . The thing is that the guidelines 
that each individual has , this is what you do and this is what we are going to do .  We do not have 
to assess ; we are going to do it so do not do anything about it . We should be getting the things 
organi zed so that we can also work together . Maybe if we work together nnre closely we probably 
would be spending less money and we probably would get more things done for the corrmunities that 
request it . Also, Mr . Speaker, I would like to add that for the eight years that I have been here 
in this Assembly , most of the things that my constituents have requested have not been passed but I 
would like to see that dealt with in the future . I would also say that the Minister of Renewable 
Resources must be happy this session w i th  the big bear . I have not said anything about polar bears 
this time . 

---Laughter 

I can ask you now Mr. Speaker , for the 10th Assembly there will be Members of the Legis lature -- I 
would like to see that it cou ld be me , or it could be anybody -- if a Member is not able to 
understand Engl ish , I would like to have a back-up behind us of people that know how to speak 
Engl ish and Inuktitut . The Ministers have back-up staff at the House at all times . It is very 
hard for the interpreters ; I am not saying that the interpreters are not doing any work , but I am 
say ing that it is very hard for the i nterpreters when we are talk ing about all k inds of different 
things . For that reason I would like to have saneone as a back-up to sit at the House at all times 
at the 10th Assembly . 

I do not have a very long speech , Mr . Speaker . I would like to thank all the Members of this 
House . Also to the Speaker , you have been a very good chairman , my greatest appreciation to you 
and also to a ll the Members of the Leg islature . Thank you . 

---Applause 



- 222 -

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Evaluarjuk. Members ' replies. Mr. McLaughlin. 

Mr. McLaughlin ' s  Reply 

MR. McI.ALGHLIN : Thank you Mr. Speaker. I have not used the cpportuni ty of Members ' replies too 
often, however, I feel that during this last session of the Assembly, I would like to say a few 
words. Especially in my reply to the Camnissioner, I would like to say a few things about 
CoIT111issioner Parker. I think, as other Members have said, what a great Carmissioner of the 
Northwest Territories he has teen and how he has helped this Assembly and worked with this Assembly 
toward the goal of responsible government in the Northwest Territories. He is a good gardener too, 
yes. 

I would especially like to thank him for coming over to Pine Point this spring to the graduation 
ceremonies there, for meeti ng with the education corrrnittee there and for being very responsive to 
the education conrnittee ' s  requests at that time. There were three teachers who did not want to 
leave the carrnunity, who were laid off and they were all three of them teachers that the ccmnunity 
wanted to keep. It was very important to us that they remained in the carnnunity. I would like to 
tell the Canmissioner that during the seating arrangements after the grad ceremony, it was just a 
coincidence that one of those teachers, who is very personable, was sitting next to you, Mr. 
Commissioner. 

I would also like to say a few words about the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Pilot. As Members are 
aware, during question period and on other occasions when I talked on the budgets, especially 
highways, I keep bringing up the stretch of h ighway between the border and Enterprise. I always 
ask when and if something is ever going to l::e done, if something can l::e done and what is going to 
l::e done. I kn0,y the Deputy Commissioner was pranpt ing me a little earlier in the session to ask a 
question about the highway but I have not done that. But I d id hear on the radio that something is 
be i ng  done because I hear that the veh icles currently trying to get fran the border to Enterprise 
are l::e i ng towed through the construction zone with heavy equipment. So I would like to thank the 
Deputy Commissioner and the Minister of the Department of Public Works for getting s=ethi ng  done 
in that very important area. I would like to say that the Deputy Camnissioner ' s  role in the NWT 
has been a very important one, not only while he was Deputy Canmissioner but also before, and I am 
sure that all Members will certainly want the federal government or the territorial government to 
f ind s=e role that the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Pilot, can continue to play in the Northwest 
Terri tories with our goverrurent l::ecause he has been a really f ine northerner. 

Ministers ' V isits To Pine Point 

CJther Members of the Executive Committee have visited Pine Point at various times over the years 
I would like to thank George Braden and Arnold McCallum, in particular, for a visit they had there 
last spring. We had chances for them to meet on an informal l::asis with people in the cx:mnunity, 
with mine management, with union off icials, with the different businessmen in town. That was about 
the time when the CaT1pany f irst started sending out signals that there could be problems in Pine 
Point and it was very good to have them there at that t ime to reassure people that the Government 
of the Northwest Territories did have an active interest in Pine Point and was not just treating it 
like a canpany mining town; that the residents of Pine Point were residents of the NWT and would 
have attention paid to them. 

I would also like to thank the Minister of Renewable Resources, Richard Nerysoo, for his visits to 
Pine Point and the time he spent with the Pine Point wildlife and wil<ierness club which is 
certainly concerned about many of the hunting and game regulations in the Northwest Territories; he 
did not sk irt the issues. I was unable to be there for the barbecue dinner which was put on at the 
time he was there, but I know that the Pine Pointers who were there very much appreciated R ichard ' s  
forthright a nd  honest answers a nd  the fact that he did not skirt the issues a nd  dealt with them 
square on. They did not necessarily agree with what the government was doing but they v-.ere happy 
to have a person there who would tell them h0,y things· were. 

I would thank also Mr. Patterson for his visits to Pine Point, I would like to call them eat, meet 
and run meetings. I think for anyone who has travelled very much with Mr. Patterson, it is a 
hect ic thing to get him at the airport, in and out again. His last visit was especially that. 
They flew blind through a blizzard to get him to Pine Point in June or late May, j ust after the 
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session was Oller, when o::mrunities en that side of the lake had ireetings on the proposed amendments 
concerning divisional boards. I wo.ild like to thank the Minister for taking into consideration the 
appi:ehension that saoo of the O'.Xllll.lnities had there in making the necessary amendments that allayed 
any feal'.S that they had that they wo.ild be foroed to oo things that they did not want to. 

The legislative Assembly Members all visited Pine Point oo one occasioo when they went to visit the 
mine, lolben we net in Hay River. Pine Pointers who were in attendance at the dinner very much 
appreciated having the legislative Assembly there and I did wish at scree time to tcy to get caucus 
to have a ireeting there wt it did mt work wt that way . But the Pine Pointers who were there I 
am sn:e will cemember the opportunity of meeting all the Members of the Assembly fran the various 
far reaches of the Northwest Territories . As well , I think scree of the Members will remember the 
mine tour and the heavy egui{XOOnt even if they oo not rerrember the bus trip hare. 

HRS. 9JRrlNSE'lN: Speak for yarrself .  

HCiil .  DENNIS P�: What bus trip? 

MR. MaIAWILlN: I was smnt ern.igh not to get oo the bus and I stayed there. 

Creati<:n Of Constituency Of Pine Point 

Pine fuint 's place in the NWI', I guess its role and the feeling it has as to whether it belongs or 
not has, I think, changed o.:>nsiderably in the last four years possibly due to the fact that they 
have an MIA representing them for the first time, not necessarily because it is me ,  but just 
because they do have a person they can go directly to for their om oomm.mity. We had previously 
been connected with Fort Smith or Hay River and their MIAs .  Both of those are fairly large and 
ambitious OlllllllJJU.ties so srneti.nes Pine Point got left out in a lot of things. That is ooe 
advantage. And I have to thank the last Assembly and our former MI.A, Arnold McCallum, for making 
the effort that was neoessacy to create a Pine Point constituency . 

I believe that the goverrurent has recently dealt really well with Pine Point . When cur school 
burned down the govellllllent was vecy quick to get in there, get that school replaced and get the 
students badk into the regular school, and I llllSt say, built a very good wilding. We never have 
fig1..u:ed out who rurned the sdlool down, rut I llllSt say that the end result is a benefit to the 
o:xmuni.ty although I do mt want to encourage that type of thing. 

-Laughter 

Governrent Investment In Mining g;>eration 

I "'1Cllld also like to say that the reoent invesbrent of $600 , 000 that this g:>verrurent has Ill:lde in 
the mining cperaticn in Pine Point was a key to getting too mine going again. There was a bit of a 
deadlock between the a:npany and the union as to whether there should be a 15 per rent roll -back in 
wages or not and that. the government. interventicn with the $600 , 000 was vecy timely and allo,,,ed the 
corrpany to ask for cnly a 10 per rent roll-back. I said that it was a $600 , 000 investment and that 
was because in 1983 because the mine was shut down for five months, this government and the federal 
grn,emnent would <nllect about $1. 5 to two milliai oollars less in personal income taxes in Pine 
Point. So the $600, 000 was an investment that allowed that revenue to care in. That $1. 5  to two 
mi.llicn dollars personal inOCille tax does mt include oorporate taxes the oonpany pays or that the 
individual a:mpanies q>erat:ing as service industries to the mine and to the errployees of all those 
oonpanies would be paying in taxes . So $600,000 was an investment that was very much appreciated 
t¥ too o::mruni.ty and t:he ronpany in parti01lar. DJring the shut--dc:Mn I would also like to say that 
t:his �rnment. was very co-q>erat:ive in helping sustain the a::mnunity to a large degree . 

Drilling School Held In Pine Point 

outside of tile mine I imagine the major wilding or investment that any one persai has in that 
camunity is t:he hot:el and the shopping oentre owned by one individual in to,,,n. Through the 
efforts of various people including ll!lself , Thebacha College p.1t rn a drilling school in Pine Point 
and that helped out: t:he hotel and restaurant quite a bit , and kept things going. To boot, it was a 
very sucoessful sch(X)l. Apparent:ly when they have tried to hold these drilling schools in well 
rigging in the past in Edlocnt:cn t:he suooess rate has been only about 10 or 15  per cent. The 
students have got into a lot of trouble and failed to sho.1 up for classes and g:>ne home. 
Apparently in Pine Foint too suooess rate was somewhere around 80 or 90 per cent. 
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I am glad they took that opportunity to hold that school there and I think that in the future Pine 
Point has to look at doing something else rather than just being a mining ta,m. The strength in 
Pine Point is the fact that it is a mining corrmunity and they have all the facilities and 
equipment. Perhaps in the future more work can be done in the area of training peq:ile in the 
technical mining skills as an extension of Thebacha College. I would also like to say that Mike 
Stilwell, the regional director, was also very co-operative in all endeavours and mare sure all the 
necessary corrmunications were made with the residents of Pine Point. There were extra people put 
in from the Hay River office to deal with social services problems, etc. , and Mr. Stilwell also 
helped out a little bit by holding a few regional meetings for the Fort Smith region in Pine Point , 

Irrportance Of Highways 

I previously mentioned the inportance of highways in our area , I think a lot of Members who do 
not live in this part of the Northwest Territories do not appreciate that sone conrnunities like 
ours do not have an adequate air strip or airport and highways are very inportant to us in the 
transportation of food, goods and services, so we are always concerned about them, I have always 
been pushing for Eisphaltic coating of highways in our area ; not the hot pavement but just the 
asphalt coating to keep the dust down. That was done shortly after I was elected between Pine 
Point and Hay River, a test which was earlier done , and I once again thank Arnold McCallum for 
initiating that 20 mile stretch the first time, and the subsequent finishing of that road between 
Hay River was very important to us. That highway used to take the lives of two or three people 
every year and there has been no one killed on that highway since the asphalt coating was completed 
three years ago between Pine Point and Hay River. So there is rrore involved than just the comfort 
of driving on a highway without dust. There is also the safety element as well. I would really 
encourage the government to look very closely at paving the areas between Fort Smith and Pine Point 
which has a very good gravel base and it would be ,  I think, a  successful area to do this , Also 
another area which would probably be successful would be from Enterprise to the Fort Providence 
crossing because in both cases you are on a high gravel area and you probably will not have much 
frost heaving. And I am sure it will pay for itself alone in the fact that you do not have to haul 
gravel and grade and what you save in lives is an immeasurable thing. 

Public Input Into Prqiosed Legislation 

One of the most memorable roles I played in this Assembly was being co-chairman of the special 
corrmittee on education , and it really was a privilege to serve on that corrmittee with the Members 
who were on it, as well with the Members who hosted us when we went to their conrnunities for public 
hearings. I once said that I thought all the corrmittees of this Assembly should hold their 
meetings out in the public. However, I have to think that a few of the special corrmittee on 
education meetings were better held in camera as they were. Sometimes there was quite a bit of 
conflict between sone of the Members as -ho what had to be done, but in the end I think it was a 
good exercise in compromise and consensus . 

I think we possibly set a precedent for getting people in the Northwest Territories involved in 
their a..m future by asking their opinions before we went ahead and did something. In the past in 
rrost cases the government decided they had an idea and then tried to sell it. In this case we told 
the people we wanted to hear their ideas. It is not an easy thing to do because you get people's 
expectations up and you cannot be all things to all people, so you are going to have some people 
upset. I think what the peq:ile of the Northwest Territories should appreciate is that when the 
special corrmittee on education did that , and also when the standing corrmittee on legislation held 
its hearings on different proposed draft legislation and the public accounts corrmittee held its 
meetings on the FIS system, that we were taking a new role as legislators in the Northwest 
Territories to make sure that the people in the Northwest Territories were heard. 

It has caused · a lot of controversy and debate in the public over sorre of the things we are doing , 
but the point that the general public should reirember is that you as the general public now know 
what we are doing. Mr. Speaker, I think that is an element of democracy that has to be important. 
I knCM it has caused me turmoil in my a..m constituency once in a while over soire of the positions 
the Assembly has taken, but now, more than ever before, the people in the Northwest Territories 
know the issues are being debated and they know the decisions are being made. They sometimes do 
not like them all but at least they are getting a chance to have an input which they did not have 
before. I think this Assembly will maybe be reirembered rrore for that than anything, that the 
issues nON are definitely out where the public can deal with them and that we are accessible to the 
people of the Northwest Territories. 
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Creation Of A Fourth Level Of Government 

Another step that is going to be a big change is what we are dealing with later today, the Regional 
and Tribal Councils Ordinance. I guess no matter what a person thinks about that, whether yru are 
creating a fourth level of government, whether that is a good idea or not - I personally cb not 
think it is -- but the point is that this government has regional headquarters and there 
are small governments out there. I have always called the regional directors the " little 
comnissioners in the field, " and they do have their empires out there and I guess what has happened 
is that the people in those areas feel that there is a council needed to advise those governments. 
However, myself, I have sorne doubts about creating a fourth level of government, especially when 
other things have not been decided, like land claims and division of the Northwest Territories. 

Taxation Of Northern Benefits 

Taxation of northern benefits, really I just cannot believe the b.Jreaucratic nonsense that is going 
on right now, especially what came to light through Mr. MacOJarrie the other day, of their 
investigating small businessmen and very oorrplicated rules that small businesses have to follow. 
Basically what it boils do,.,n to, unless you are an employee or an employer concerned with a large 
corporation or government, they are making it very difficult for your errployees to benefit like 
other people in the Northwest Territories who work for large corporations. .I am sure that all 
their turrroil and investigation is costing them rrore than the taxes they are going to get rut of 
it. It is a sad situation, and I only wish that we did not have the taxation laws we cb in Canada, 
where the errployers rrust collect the taxes and deduct them off the employees pay and then send them 
in a lurrp sum, because, boy, we could sure have a tax revolt up here if each individual in the 
Northwest Territories decided whether he was going to pay his taxes or not, because they would 
never collect them. I think the feeling is there, for a tax revolt in the Northwest Territories, 
but you cannot do it under the present situation, because the errployers are the ones who would ba 
fined. The government just oomes in and zaps your bank account in order to get those deductions, 
if you are not delivering them. So there is not lll.lch that you can cb about it. 

Lack Of Canrnitment At Constitutional Meetings 

On other future issues, ongoing issues in the Northwest Territories, one I think that has to 
continue is the western constitutional situation which has resulted fran our special oomnittee on 
the oonstitution, for oonstitutional development in the West. I must say that I was unhappy to 
find that there was going to be no meeting, this sumner. I think some municipalities were looking 
forward to meeting with the different issues . I think one of the big faults of that comnittee was 
that there was no commitment forced upon the different groups that went to those meetings. Sorre of 
the decisions made at some of those meetings were a sort of sho,., of hands and a lll.lrnbling of, 
"agreed, agreed", without any kind of oomnitment or any recorded vote. So people are going to be 
saying, "Oh, we did not say that. " But they did, they were all there and they agreed to sane of 
these things and now they are trying to say, "Oh, we did not agree to that. " I think that if this 
is going to be so, I want us to oontinue with that during the next Assembly. I would like to 
see those meetings much more formalized as far as the decision-making process goes, that the 
different people who are involved make oomnitrnents and they are recorded as to where lll.lnicipalities 
stood and ho,., they voted, because you are never going to get consensus if no one can ever look back 
and find out who reached oonsensus and who did not. 

A Boundary Acceptable To The West 

The division of the Northwest Territories is sanething that I, certainly after the plebiscite and 
overwhelming vote that took place in the East for division, will definitely not be a person who is 
going to stand in the way of the ultimate division of the Northwest Territories. Ho,.,ever, I think 
Members fran the East have to be realistic and realize that where the boundary is to be, is a very 
irrportant issue to people in the West, and that unless they are willing to give on that, the people 
in the West will hold up division until it takes place along the line that could be accepted by 
people of the West. 

Ix:mination By Yukon In NCPC 

Other issues, like NCPC ' s  ongoing -- I call them a clown oorporation sometimes ; it is really -- we 
have got to get rcoving on that, get the Penner Report implemented and get a territorial cro,.,n 
corporation for the Northwest Territories. It is ludicrous to have something like 40 or 50-odd 
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NCPC plants in the Northwest Territories, and maybe only half a dozen in the Yukon, yet have that 
crown corporation so dominated by people fran the Yukon that it is totally unresponsive or totally 
lack ing in understanding of what the issues are in the Northwest Territories • • •  

MRS . ffiRENSEN: Hear, hear ! 

MR. McIAOSHLIN: • • •  what role NCPC plays in the Northwest Territories . 

MRS. EORENSEN: Hear, hear ! 

MR. McIAOSHLIN: It is something that has to te done, and done fast . It must re very frustrat ing 
for Mr. Rotertson i n  Inuvik to sit on that hoard, and te the only person who knows what the reality 
of NCPC is in the Northwest Terr itories. I also think that the crown corporation is going to have 
to look at another system of mak ing assessments. Bas ically what they seem to do in their 
operations is to charge those who can aff ord to pay. For example, in a ccmmunity they will charge 
the government a heck of a lot more than an ordinary person, or they will charge the Housing 
Corporation, tecause they know the Housing Corporation will pay. There are different rates in 
different cc:mnunities for different people. I think there has to te a real hard look taken at that 
and they have to decide, if somebody is going to subsidize the power, that it should not te the 
corporation, but sorre department in the federal government that should take on that respons ibility 
for subsidiz ing power for those people it wishes to subsidize . Having NCPC do it is not proper, I 
think. Especially when ycu have situations where they make 200 per cent profit in sorre areas and 
lose in others. It just does not seem right . I think it will continue to te a turmoil for that 
corporation if they have to deal with social issues, rather than just delivering power as they are 
supposed to in the first place. 

Northern Preference Policy 

The northern preference policy needs some fine tuning .  I have had several letters from different 
government employees in Pine Point and the educat ion CO!Tlllittee there because of the way things seem 
to double in price. Some situati ons are so ridiculous, where a government employee trying to order 
sanething looks up what he wants in a catalogue put out by the say, ABC sporting goods canpany or 
something like that, somewhere in southern Canada. This is what he wants, so he orders it . Then 
he finds that the order has been diverted to a northern operator and the things corre with 20, 40, 
50, sometimes 200 per cent markup, for the same goods . 

AN OON. MEMBER: Shame ! 

M0
• McIAOSHLIN: In one case, the person who was doing the eventual selling, the northern seller, 

phoned the government employee i n  Pine Point and wanted him to give him the numbers of where in  
this book to  find this stuff. He was too lazy to look through the book and find it, to order it 
fran the same ABC canpany. So that is a r idiculous situation and should not te allowed to 
continue, because the education committee in Pine Point as in other a::mnunities has a very small 
budget, and when stuff starts going up 10, 20, 40, 50 per cent on you, it gets out of hand. 
Especi ally when sanetimes there is a time delay, because these people do not even carry these goods 
in stock, so ycu have to wait an extra two or three weeks for the paper work to te done because of 
that. 

Another thing that I would like to talk to is again, an issue in the Western Arctic . It has to do 
with land claims and the whole Denendeh proposal. I think and I hope that the new executive of the 
Dene Nation and the current recently elected executive of the Metis Association will start deal ing 
with real i ty in sorre of these situations . I thi nk that the Denendeh proposal is a good proposal, 
if  it is going to deal with the land and the areas that are given over specif ically to the Dene 
during land claims . But to try to impose the style of government they want on others who moved and 
settled in the Northwest Terri tories, sometimes throughout their lives, on the Inuvialuit and the 
Inuit of the Central Arctic who may or may not te in this terri tory, certainly is not going to te  a 
propos ition that is going to te acceptable. I think there is a real ity there that they have to 
deal with; that the very essence of the Denendeh proposal goes against what is wanted. They want 
to have a large area of Central Arctic and areas claimed by ITC and Nunavut as part of their 
terri tory. The very essence of their  Denendeh proposal will drive those people fran wanti ng to be 
in that territory. The Denendeh proposal is sort of counter-productive to what they real ly want to 
do in the end. I think that is sanethi ng  that is going to have to te dealt with before we get 
anywhere in the West, as far as an agreement on constitutional development goes. 

MR, SPEAK8R: Mr . McLaughlin, how much longer are you going to te, please? 
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MR. McIAlJGHLIN: Just a few minutes I think, Mr. Speaker. Among the last things I would like to 
mention are the Western Constitutional Forum and the Nunavut Constitutional Forum. The impression 
people have in the West, certainly in my constituency, is that the Nunavut Constitutional Forum is 
running all over the Western Constitutional Forum, that the Western Constitutional Forum has tried 
to hold rreetings and not held them several times . There is certainly a disillusionment to date with 
what they are working on. 

Role Of Public  Accounts Camnittee 

The other thing I would like to mention is an ongoing thing, ongoing, I guess, as of yesterday and 
maybe this afternoon. That is the whole situation on FIS and the public accounts a:mrnittee. I 
meant to mention that a little earlier when I dealt with the public accounts camiittee arrl its 
role. I would like to just respond to a few things Mr. MacQuarrie said yesterday. It was the 
public accounts ccmmittee, fairly early in our mandate shortly after we were appointed, which 
became concerned with FIS, its cost, what was it doing and would it te on time? And it was the 
public accounts ccmmittee which asked the Auditor General to do a canplete audit of the whole FIS 
system and its history. And it was our cc:mnittee that held public hearings on it and it was our 
conmittee that made reconrnendations to the government which have just been responded to. I think 
i f  Mr. MacQuarrie had an appreciation of public accounts ccmmittees he would realize that it is not 
their job to discipline, it is not their job to make spec i f ic ·recorrrnendations on. what happened. It 
is their job to make sure things like that do not happen again and to point out to the government 
and the Executive Committee the faults that were in place, to make sure they do not happen again. 
It is the Executive Committee ' s  reponsibility to deal with this item further if they feel it is 
necessary, or if they do not, then it is the Legislative Assembly which has to take the initiative, 
maybe, and force the Executive Conmittee to deal with it. As far as I am concerned the f inance and 
public accounts ccmmittee took the lead role in bringing this issue out to the publ ic and getting 
all the facts compiled and together. I know that Mr. MacQuarrie received some brown paper 
envelopes that we d id not receive, but that is what happens in these types of s ituat ions. We 
certainly did take, I would say, a lead role in bringing this issue to light, and individual 
Members in this House did, like Mr. Patterson who is silent now, maybe because he is on the 
Executive Cornnittee and maybe he knows that it is such a good system that he did not know tefore. 
Right, Mr. Patterson? Right, he nods. 

---Laughter 

MRS, SORENSEN: He is shaking his head , 

Function Of Caucus Meetings 

MR. McIAlJGHLIN: In closing, I would just like to thank the Members of the Assembly for g1v1ng me 
the opportunity to be the caucus chairman. I learned quite a bit doing that . I tried to run 
caucus on a f irst-name basis. There were no rules, and it was hard to do scmetimes, but I think, 
mostly, we got through it all. Early on in caucus we seemed to be dealing just with the timing of 
when things would happen. The press was very i nterested in what was going on in there, but really 
initially not too much was happening. Later, as the press lost interest and did not ask me any 
more what was happening in caucus meetings, caucus really d id become a forum for a few things. 
Some people may see cause for a little fear in that, but I do not. I think that it is not much 
d i f ferent fran any other assembly where caucuses discuss items and come to an agreement on what is 
going to happen. I know there are no parties here but I can assure the press and the general 
public that whenever individual Members d id not like what the group was doing, they brought the 
issue to the floor themselves during question period and with motions. So I do not think any 
democracy was lost because our caucus meetings were held. 

Appreciation Of Sta f f  

I would like to thank the Members for also appointing me to the other committees I served on. I 
learned quite a bit about the Northwest Territories and about how the government runs in general 
and I very much appreciated this term. I certainly hope to be back here Qqain if my constituency 
sees fit to send me. I will be putting my name up and I do hope to return. I would like at this 
t ime to thank the Assembly staf f .  I really think we have been well-served in here. I just wish 
every civil servant and every head of every department cared and worked as hard as these people 
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do , Maybe it is because we outnumber them 22 to 10 , But they do work hard and they have teen just 
super. Mr. Remnant, when he was here, and Mr. Hamilton, as Clerk and Clerk Assistant and as 
secretary of our various committees, just did monumental work for us and were just excellent 
servants , 

Hansard Staff 

We always thank the interpreters and the Pages and the people we can see and I think a lot of times 
we neglect the Hansard staff. I think that they do a tremendous job of mincing up our words, 
fixing up our sentences, making us look like we are making sense, dotting our i's and putting the 
comnas in the right place. They do a tremendous work back there , I know right now this session 
they are having a little difficulty tecause they worked so long on a manual system, they had it 
down to a fine T and new they are starting to put everything on word processors, to take advantage 
of that but for the very fact the mechanics have changed, they are going through a heck of a time 
this session , I think it is also appropriate that we should o::mgratulate Marie Coe, vklo is the 
editor of our Hansard, for just being elected president of the Hansard Association of Canada. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

MRS. SORENSEN: Hear, hear! 

---Applause 

MR. McLAUGHLIN: In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank yru for the excellent work you 
have done as Speaker. You have put us down lots of times and brought us to order when we needed to 
te brought to order, but that is the job we gave you. I think you cannot have a Legislative 
Assembly running unless it is disciplined and the administration is working well , You have done a 
tremendous job of that and I thank you for the role yru have played. Thank you , 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. McLaughlin. We will recess for 10 minutes . 

---SHORr RECESS 

I call the House back to order. We are on Item 2, Members' replies ,  Mr. Wray. 

Mr. Wray's Reply 

MR. WRAY: Thank you Mr. Speaker. It gives rre great honour to make my first reply to the 
Comnissioner ' s  Address and also my last one at the same time , So it makes things easy for me ,  I, 
unlike the other MIAs in this House, have only been present here for a very short time and as such 
I do net have the historical perspective that some of you might have on the terms of your service. 
The one thing I do have though is probably a little bit more ability to tell yru in terms of the 
general public how you have done and what you have done from an rutside position , Sane of you 
know, and a lot of my friends know, that five or six years ago I would not have stood in this 
House , I spent a lot of my time trying to destroy this government and to destroy this Assembly. I 
did not think that it was good for the North and I saw nothing but negative decisions being taken 
which affected us and really it seemed that we had no control over it. 

I have to tell you now that it is my o,in personal cpinion that if this present Assembly had teen in 
operation 10 years ago, the history of the North might have been changed considerably. As it is, 
certain things have happened and we will find rurselves within the next five years heading for 
division , Nunavut to us in the East is just more than an administrative split. Nunavut to us is 
the realization of many of our dreams , One of the reasons I ran for this House was that I started 
to hear rumours of ethnic government, · of pecple trying to destroy Nunavut on the basis of race, and 
I said that if I can run and I can win, I can prove to the people of the North that in the East we 
have luckily lost any ideas that we may have had in terms of a racial split. We in the East have 
been very successful in integrating rurselves with each other. Certainly it has teen easier than 
in the West -- and I am not criticizing the West for not achieving this same type of integration 
and the same type of co-operation that we have in the East -- we have an easier job tut we have 
achieved it. And there should be no mistakes made, Nunavut is not only an Inuit concept , Nunavut 
is supported and backed by all segments of society in the East including the non-native society. 
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OOME l:DN . MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

MR . WRAY: People should understand that and they should realize that and they should realize that 
we will not give Nunavut up. We will achieve Nunavut ; one way or the other Nunavut will be 
achieved . People might try and throw roadblocks up and people might try and throw scare tactics 
into the federal government, but Nunavut will be achieved. You can take TI¥ word for that. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear ! 

MR!:i , SORENSEN: As long as it has the right boundaries . 

Assembly Responsive To Wishes Of People 

MR. WRAY: Boundaries was TI¥ next topic, Mrs . Sorensen. This House and the people in this House, 
while they will have a say in the boundaries, to TI¥ way of thinking will not determine where those 
boundaries lie . The people in the conmunities who are going to be affected will determine where 
the boundaries lie, and once they have made that decision then it is up to us to carry out their 
desires . 

SOME HUN. MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

MR. WRAY: Everything that this Assembly has done in the last four years has been orientated toward 
allowing the people to speak, allowing the people to tell you what they want . You did it through 
your education camnittee, ycu did it through the ¾CF, you have done it through the NCF ard to 
reverse this trend or for anybody to try and dictate where boundaries are going to be, will te to 
reverse your credibility in the eyes of the public. This Assembly • • •  

MR!:i . SORENSEN: Like Holman Island . 

MR. WRAY: Well, that is another argument • • •  

---Laughter 

• • •  and it is not mine; it is not TI¥ argument. This Assembly has for the first time in the history 
of the North established its credibility among all segments of society in the North . That you 
should be proud of. You have achieved a credibility which has made things so much easier for 
everybody to understand government and for everybody to participate in government. You should take 
credit for it and, ycu knCM1, I hear sane people replying to the Commissioner 's Address ard they do 
not want to laud their praises but I am really serious about this. You should te very proud of 
what you have done in the last four years . You have turned people like me arourd and to do that 
you had to work really hard at it. You have turned others around, I think in the West more than 
the East. You have turned many segments in society in the West around . Yru st ill have a lot of 
work to do in the West and you still have to understand that you cannot continue fighting among 
yourselves . When the crunch canes we all have one canmon foe and that foe lies south of the 60th 
line . 

MR!:i. ffiRENSEN: Tell that to Nick . 

MR. WRAY: You tell him. In the North, because of our small population and tecause of the many 
diverse cultures we have, we have spent so much time in the last  1 5  years attempting to destroy 
each other and it has allowed outside forces to walk in here and take over and now we are having to 
fight back and we are having to re-establish control, we have to try and get in control . I do not 
think we can allow that to happen any more. 

Mr. MacQuarrie, in his speech yesterday, alluded to party politics and luckily it died tecause fran 
TI¥ own point of view, party politics at this point in time in the North would have been 
disastrous. We still have too much collective fighting to do without fighting with each other . 
One day party politics will cane. It might be four years fran now, it might te eight years fran 
now, but let the people decide when they want party politics . Do not let the politicians decide . 
Let the people say, " NCM! we want to move into party politics. " The history of the North has always 
been government from the top down. Fran the day I walked in here in 1 969 I noticed government was 
always frOTI the tcp down and people had very little or no say in it . Over the last 1 0, 1 2, 1 4  
years that position has reversed itself and a lot of credit has to go to the COTimissioner and the 
Deputy Camnissioner for doing that . They have allowed government to take a back seat ard they have 
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allowed the politicians and the native groups to take ewer. While there is a lot of, sometimes, 
negative reaction about that, that is the way things have to go, that is the orderly state of 
things. Social change is something that you will not change, you can only affect and when people 
determine that it is the time for them to step in and take control then all we can do is assist 
them. I f  we fight them then we will never go anywhere. 

Economy And Education Are Problem Areas 

The major thrust of this last Assembly has teen political and constitutional development and much 
needed reform was made and the groundwork has been laid for further work. Like my colleague, Mr , 
Curley, it is my opinion that the next Assembly has to concentrate on two areas, the economy and 
education. we can have all the political institutions in the world and good political institutions 
but if we are running 70 and 80 per cent unemployment in our canmunities and oor kids are not 
getting a proper education, political solutions will not do us any good whatsoever. People have to 
feel that they are part of society. People have to feel that they are contributing and they are 
taking out frcro society. 

Education, as yoo knew, has been a very emotional subject, particularly in the Keewatin. People 
have always asked me why the Keewatin is always bitching about education. Why is it the Keewatin 
that is always angry about this? Well, maybe it is because many years ago, and Mr. Butters and 
Mr. MacQuarrie will remember this, the Keewatin decided that if they were to go anywhere, the 
children had to have education and they took almost a whole generation of children and they sent 
them out. They sent them to Churchill and they sent them to Ottawa and they sent them to 
Winnipeg. And that group new forms the basis of the leadership in the East. It also forms the 
basis of our senior management in the government and it forms the l::asis of our llDSt senior native 
politicians. 

What has happened though is that we new have a vacuum, we have a major vacuum in the East, where 
the leaders and the technocrats and the doctors and the lawyers and the engineers and architects 
are not coming up through the system. we have stopped. That has always been a problE!ll for us and 
it was always one that we have tried to deal with.  What caused it? Was it Frobisher Bay school? 
Was it the Yellewknife school? Was it television? we could never really pinpoint why there was 
such a reversal in this whole trend. So we start to do some digging and one very interesting fact 
came to light as we went back into the attendance registers of the schools from 1 958  onward , 

Reversal In Education Policy, 1973 

From 1958 through 1 973, attendance in the Baker Lake School never went below 94 per cent. From 
1973 to the present, it has dropped off at an average of 5 per cent a year to where we now have 60 
per cent attendance and we have about 100 less kids in our school than we did 1 0  years ago. 

Follewing up on that, in all of the other communities, not just in the East but in the West, the 
same trend happened , In 1972-73, something happened that started a major drop in attendance and 
when that drop in attendance occurred, the drop in standards and educational standards also 
occurred. So the next question obviously was, what happened? It was not principals, l:ecause we 
had the same principal before and the same principal after the change. It was not television, 
television did not come until four years later. Then digging further, we found that in 1 973 , the 
government and the Department of Education in its wisdcro took what was known at that tirre as the 
red and green bcoks and threw them oot. They said no, this education is wrong. we are going to 
care up with a new system of education. If yoo want to learn maths ycu go to that corner of the 
room; if you want to learn English you go to that comer of the room; if you want to play in the 
gym, you can go to the gym. So we had three people in maths, two in English and 1 7 in the 
gymnasium. 

HON , TOM BUTTERS: That is Paul Robinson. 

MR. WRAY : Exactly. What happened is that in the space of about one year, we took oor whole 
education system and we flipped it 180 degrees. And what that did to people was, people all of  
sudden did not knew what school was all about any llDre. For 20 years they knew that school was 
where ycu send your children to learn and when those children learned and when they came out of the 
school system, they were as equal and capable of taking jobs as any of us. And the system was 
therefore worth something to them. When we flip-flopped and the kids were waking up in the morning 
and saying, "Well, we do not want to go to school. " "Well why?" "Well, we are doing the same 
thing there as we are doing at heme, nothing. Why go to school?" And that was why the attendance 
started to drop, because the children were not learning anything. They were playing. 
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we allowed that to happen for eight or nine years and what it rreans to us now, and I will put it 
very strictly in terms of a comnunity perspective, is that in Baker Lake we have 1 07 children that 
we have to go back and re-educate, we have to go back and we have to give them -- we will never 
bring them up to a grade 1 2 standard any more, it is too late for that, but we have to give than a 
very basic education to give them the confidence to go cut and look for jobs. When the special 
task force on education went around the comnunities it was amazing to rre to sit in the school 
gymnasium in Baker Lake, in the back seat, and watch older Inuit people stand up and say, "We want 
walls in our classroom. We want a grade system. We want our children to get academic learning. " 
And I say to myself maybe, just maybe, we can reverse this whole trend again. Once again, we have 
to go back and reverse the whole trend and luckily and hopefully through Mr. Patterson ard his 
department that trend has started to reverse itself. I do not know, if we have done so much 
damage, whether we will ever get back to where we were before, but I can tell you, we cannot get 
any worse. 

Limited Objectives Of Training Programs 

This government, and when I say "government " I do not rrean this Assembly and I do not rrean the 
Comnissioner, I just mean the government in general, has always assumed that the proper jots for 
native people were clerk typists or heavy equipment operators or clerk Is or clerk IIs. The 
government has never operated on the assumption that given the right education, Inuit can be 
doctors or can be lawyers or can be architects. We have developed cur government that way. I 
remember hearing just about a month ago a major announcement about a program we were starting in 
Fort Smith where we were going to train survey assistants. There were press releases and it was, 
"We are training survey assistants for the North. " Why the hell can we not train surveyors? Why 
do we have to train survey assistants? Why can we not train surveyors? But nobody ever thinks that 
way. We train classroan assistants. Why do we not train teachers? We train assistant fish and 
wildlife officers and I have to give Mr. Nerysoo credit because in the last two years his 
department, more than any other government department, has brought native people into this 
government and are training them for senior field management positions. It is very good to see 
because if there is one area where the native people have an obvious advantage over the non-native 
people, it is in the area of wildlife and resource development. That is their life, that is v.ihat 
they are used to. 

But we seem to always want to train people to a certain standard and then step there. There is 
never the admission that people can go further than that. I suggest to those v.iho think that way, 
care to Baker Lake and I will show you 3 5 people who are in senior management and who have senior 
business positions that are as good as anybody in this country. And if you go around the North you 
will find lots of them, and there is no reason why we cannot insist upon, put in and expect strict 
academic standards to produce the quality of people that we are looking for. I f  anything happens 
in education, I sincerely hope that that is what happens, that we concentrate on the academic side 
of things and that we start producing fran cur system people capable of taking major and senior 
positions in all sectors of our society. 

There has been much discussion fran the Keewatin ; we always seem to be saying, "We want our kids to 
go to Yellowknife, or we want cur kids to go to Churchill; we do not want to go to Frobisher Bay. " 
I want to correct sanething for the record. Mr. Patterson gets very defensive sanetimes about 
Frobisher Bay and I can understand that, but he has to understand that what he is hearing fran the 
Keewatin is a cry for help. The Keewatin people kno,, they have a problen and they need help to 
solve that problem, and I hope Mr. Patterson understands that. Sanetimes we will say things and 
sanetimes we might sound very harsh but it is not because we are anti-this or anti-that. We want 
to try and help ourselves and we want to try and help cur people and cur children. We see a 
problem and we want to solve that problem. 

I have no illusions, and I am doing this for the benefit of CBC who got rre in trouble before in 
Frobisher Bay about the quality of Ukkivik residence. Ukkivik residence is one of the finest 
residences in the North. If any of yru had ever seen the OJC residence, which Mr . Patterson never 
saw because he was not in the North then -- but I saw it and if there was ever anywhere close to a 
prison, that was it. In fact Ukkivik looks like the Hilton Hotel ccrnpared to what OJC used to be 
all about. So have no illusions about that, Mr. Patterson. You will not hear any criticism fran 
us about the quality of the Ukkivik residence. It is a fine institution. 
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Reasons For Criticism Of GREC 

I am sure GREC is also a fine institution, rut I cannot te so easy in my plaudits about GREC 
because GREC caused us trouble. Maybe it was done out of empathy or sywpathy, but children were 
accepted into the GREC high school who should never have reen taken in there. They were not 
qualified for GREC and that is the reason ya.i hear so much criticism about GREC. We were sending 
children to grade nine and grade 1 0  in GREC who had only teen given a grade five or a grade six in 
the c0111Tiunity. When GREC took those children, instead of taking them fran grade 1 0  to grade 1 2, 
which the parents thought was happening, GREC was educating the kids from a grade six to about a 
grade nine level, because that was as much as they could do in the time that they had. 
Consequently, some of the children coming out of grade 1 2  of that system, really did not have a 
grade 1 2, they had a grade nine or a grade eight. And it was not GREC 's  fault, it was the 
cornnuni ty ' s  fault tecause we did not give them the right education in the first place. But what 
was perceived by the people was that these kids were not getting proper education in GREC, and for 
a long time that problem was hidden tecause nobody admitted or wanted to admit that the problem lay 
in our conrnunities, that it was at the comnunity level that we were not doing the job. 

No,., that admission has been made and that recognition is no,., there, and I am glad to see that the 
grade nine departmental exams have teen introduced. If I had my way, there would re exams from 
grade six onward every year in the school system so that we can identify at a very early stage the 
potential of children; we can identify who is doing their job. If the average for grade six in 
Baker Lake is 45 per cent and the average in Inuvik is 60  per cent and the average in Yellowknife 
is 70 per cent, then we know we have a problem in Baker Lake. It is as simple as that. 

Right now we have no way of telling, is this a good teacher or a bad teacher. A supervisor of 
schools comes in for one day, talks to the principal, wanders around the school, goes back out of 
town and rates the teacher. That is no way to rate teachers. I can remember when I was going to 
school inspectors would just appear out of nowhere. They would walk i nto your class and they would 
sit there and they would sit there for two days, sometimes three days in one classroom, and they 
would watch that teacher. They would watch him teaching and they would watch his ability with the 
children, then they would rate their teacher. But we, for the last 1 0  years, have never teen able 
to tell you, the education committee cannot tell you, and I suspect that the principals an::l the 
vice-principals of the local schools cannot tell you either, whether or not that particular teacher 
is doing a good job. In terms of the teaching profession it has hurt them because ya.i have 
undoubtedly some very fine teachers in our system but you have some poor teachers too and it is the 
poor teachers that we always pick up on and they reflect on teachers as a whole. I think one of 
the ways to solve this problem is examinations from grade six and grade seven onward. It is one 
way we can identify right there at a very early age what has gone wrong with our children. Right 
now we cannot do that. 

Education Inadequate For Job Opportunities 

The lack of education for our ch ildren or the lack of major academic education has caused us 
problems not only in government, it has caused us problems in the private sector an::l in the 
cornnunity government level. When I was the secretary manager of the hamlet of Rankin Inlet in 1 975 
there was myself and another guy in Central Arctic, and we were the only two non-native section 
managers in the Eastern Arctic and 1 0  years later, native section managers are in the minority. 
One of the reasons is that the education system has not " been producing the people to step into 
those roles. Not only are we losing that impetus in local government, we are losing it in housing 
and through all the sectors in our communities, where the comnunities themselves are going out and 
hiring people from the South because they cannot find people within their o,.,n system, within a.ir 
own comnunity to do that job. That, I think, is an indication of the way the trend is going an::l it 
is a trend that we have to stop and reverse immediately. 

In the private sector it is the same problem. For . the first time in 1 4  years as a l::.usinessman I 
have had to seriously consider going south to hire. I never had to do it before, and new I find 
myself in a position of teing unable to find people within my ccmmunity to take certain roles 
within our companies, and we have to go south. That really bothers me, given the fact that 1 0  
years ago I did not have that problem. In fact, 1 0  years ago, we had so many people wanting to 
work with us that we could not hire them all. No,., we do not have anybody. I really hope that if I 
am back or somebody else is back this Assembly takes education firmly under control and make sure 
that we step these trends an::l we start placing the emphasis back on education the way it was 1 0  
years ago. That is not only in  the North. That is a problem right throughout this country and as 
usual in the North we are five to 1 0  years behind. We are only recognizing it now. In the South 
they were recognizing it five years ago. 
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Economic Potent ial 

I will not say too much more other than in terms of our economy. I have told you l::efore, 
unemployment in our canmuni ty runs anywhere fran between 60 and 80  per cent. This is a situation 
that is a:xnpletely intolerable, but after saying that people say, "Yes, tut what are you going to 
do?" I mean there is only so much you can do in some of those cornnuni t ies and there is no more 
that we can do. Well, I do not know if we have done everything we could do in the f irst place. 
Tourism has major potent ial. Canmercial f ishing has major potential. Like my colleague, I think 
that resource development is going to come and it is going to have to cane, and the people in the 
comnun ities are starti ng to say that it is going to have to cane. I have no major object ions to 
resource development . My only conditions are that a) i t  provides economic l::enefits to northerners 
and b) environmen tally, it satisf ies all of our concerns. Unless resouroe development can satisfy 
those two concerns we might as well not have resource development because it is not going to do us 
any good anyway. The lights are going out on me. 

I will f in ish up by saying it has been a real pleasure being here , It is the f irst t irre in 1 2  
years I have been able to cri t icize the government and get paid for it, and for a Scotsman, that is 
just a dream. I am going to run again but I am not running in Keewatin North. I will be running 
in Keewatin West .  I might be back, I might not be back, but if  I am not back I really would, like 
the other Members, like to take t ime to thank the Assembly staff and the -interpreters. For 
somebody like me a:xning in cold like this when you were into your term for three years, it was very 
d i f f icult because you were all experienced and I was trying to learn the rules, what do I say and 
how do I say it, and what I can do and what I cannot do. Mr. Hamilton and his staff  were extremely 
helpful to me and they made my job all that much easier , Thank you, Mr. Hamilton, I appreciated 
i t. To the interpreters, I sometimes think we really do not give the interpreters the credit  that 
they are due. Interpreting is an extremely, extremely di f f icult job and we sanet imes underrate the 
interpreters. We think that it is a natural function and people do not understand the intellectual 
exercise that the interpreters have to go through in order to interpret us, particularly Mr. 
MacQuarrie and people like that who are eloquent. They have to take things in and put them right 
back out within a matter of seconds and really, let us give the interpreters their credi t, they do 
a very di fficult job and they should be paid a hell of a lot more money than they are getting paid 
no,., too. They will like that, eh? 

I would also like to thank Mrs. Sorensen fran the public accounts and f inanoe committee. I have 
had fun and she has helped me a lot in terms of showing me how these things work. In terms of the 
FIS system, Mr. MacQuarrie, I agree with you. Most people do not understand i t. Most people never 
will understand it . I think Mr .  Nielsen of Finance is a perfect example where when he canes cut 
with some bureaucratic "speakese" you kno,i what you are doing, and I am not saying that in a 
derogatory way. I have a lot of respect for Mr. Nielsen. He is the first civil servant I have met 
who can snow me. I kno,i he is snowing me and I cannot do anything about it. 

---Laughter 

I would just like to say thank you to all of you and maybe we will see ycu again next year. I f  
not, i t  has teen fun. Thank you , 

---Applause 

DEPUTY SPEAKER ( Mr. Pudluk) : Thank you, Mr. Wray. Do we have a request of the Camnissioner? 
Lunch t ime is pretty close at this t ime and for those who have not made replies I guess t ime is 
going to l::e a little short. We will go for lunch now. We will resume the meeting at 1 :  30 p .m. 
Okay? If you are goi ng  to be recess ing for lunch no,, you can go ahead. Mr. Curley . 

MR. CURLEY: Mr. Speaker, this morni ng, I understood the Speaker to say that he could carry on 
unt il 1 :00 p.m. i f  that had to be the case and we did agree that we could ext.end the hours. I 
would not care i f  we went on until 1 :00 because I kno,i when it is going to start ove� lunch hour. 

NR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members ' replies. Item 2, Members ' replies , Mr. Nerysoo. 

Mr. Nerysoo ' s  Reply 

HON , RICHARD NERYSOO: Yes, Mr. Speaker, it gives me pleasure to rise to speak, to respond to, I 
might say, not the Commissi oner ' s  speech but the Executive Council 's  speech as stated hy the 
Commiss ioner. Now, I am not an individual who usually gets up to speak but that is actually the 
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truth. I have only risen to speak to the Canmissioner ' s  Address twice since I was elected . I just 
would like to express my appreciation to first a number of people, the Commissioner, Deputy 
Ccmnissioner, to my Executive Council colleagues who, while I was a new Member in the Executive 
Council, helped ne during those times when I d id not kno,., what route to take or ho,., to respord to 
issues, how to deal with the department itself. But, even l!Dre, I th ink that, wh ile I have not 
always risen in this House to speak or raise issues of concerns for my constituency, I have been 
able, on a personal basis, to raise the issues with the appropriate Ministers and the Deputy 
Cornnissioner and the Cornnissioner. I have had an opportuni ty  to raise those particular issues 
without ever having to rise in the House, with a few exceptions. 

Issues Of Concern 

Now, I Just want to, before expressing my appreciation to my department, raise a number of issues 
that I think it is necessary to raise , They are issues that seem to be the sane concerns that are 
being raised by other oonstituencies , In particular, with the issue of the RCMP, that is not to 
say that they are doing a bad job, but with regard to ho,., they respond to issues at the carmunity 
level , Presently, they are answering only through an answering service, in particular, in the case 
of Aklavik and McPherson and Arctic Red. The answering service suggests that we should call 
Yellowknife so that they can respond to a problem in Fort McPherson. Now, in my c:pinion, that 
should not occur, and in fact if anything, that should change and I certainly had sone assurances 
from the Minister that it will. But I still wish to raise it, so that the Minister is well aware 
of the situation itself. 

With regard to the issue of local government, I would just like to indicate that I am somewhat 
disappointed that the Minister of Local Government did not proceed with the community government 
ordinance. However, he has tabled that particular document before the hamlet councils and also for 
review by the municipal councils and the chief and band councils in the comnunity. I am ooncerned 
that he did not proceed with that, particularly when there were cornnunities that indicated that 
they would like to implement some of the ideas that he had teen propos ing. 

With regard to economic development, I think that it is necessary to indicate that there still 
seems to be a problem with the process of approving financial support to businesses in the 
Northwest Territories , There seems to t.e a  delay in responding to businesses that have put forward 
proposals and I think that if there is one issue that is pretty clear here, it is that businesses 
in the cornnunity do not oome to this government as a funding agency of last resort. Real ity is 
that they cone to this government as a lender or a financial support of first nature , When they 
cannot get support from this government, they proceed to other institutions or other funding 
agencies. That just seems to  be the way they approach this government. 

In the case of medical services, I think that there still seem to be sone serious problems in the 
cornnunity with regard to the way in which individuals or patients are given their service, the way 
in which people are being treated ,  The nurses do not seem to want to go to patients that are very 
ill. They have, in fact, indicated that through a directive that the patients, whether they can or 
cannot get out of the bed, are supposed to call a cab and/or taxi service in the comnunity ard he 
able to pick themselves out of a sickbed and go to the nursing stations. I do not think that that 
type of service is a kind of service that people require or that the people deserve. I think that 
something has to be done with regard to that type of service. 

Now, I think I must say that an issue that Ms Cournoyea raised yesterday or two days ago, was an 
important one. That had to do with hard topping. I kno,., that my colleagues kno,., that I have 
raised that particular issue a number of times. The idea of trying to at least have the main 
streets of the cornnunities hard topped as has been implemented in  Greenland, where the main streets 
of most oomnunities have hard top, so that they can at least have one street that can fare up to 
the winter or to the type of traf f ic that goes through it. So, I really suggest that we look 
seriously at the idea of implementing a pol icy of that nature. 

Departmental Issues 

I would like to yo fran those issues to departmental issues , Firstly, I would like to express my 
appreciation and gratitude to my departmental officials. In particular, to Jim  Bourque . • •  

---Applause 
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• • •  I know it was somewhat difficult getting the gentleman to come to this government from teing the 
president of the Metis Association. Some people have questioned that move, but I am extremely 
happy and pleased with that particular individual and the kind of thoughtfu lness and work that he 
has put into the department and the direction that he has taken that department. While I have not 
always agreed with that direction, it has teen one that he has taken firstly as a professional 
wildlife officer and secondly, as an individual who knows well fran his work experience ho,., to work 
with people . I would like to express my appreciation to him for his time, his effort and all the 
work that he has put into the department. 

While I am concentrating on one individual, I do not think that I should ignore the fact that Hugh 
Monaghan, who has come on as the assistant deputy minister, has in fact played a significant role 
in the technical direction in the department, and I would like to express my appreciation to him 
and to  all  the other staff and to  the other divisions that have teen implemented since my tenure as 
Minister. I would like to express my appreciation for all the work that they have done and the 
kind of technical expertise they have given to me. 

Secondly, the Energy, Mines and Resources Secretariat, I would just like to indicate that to Al 
Zariwny, who assumed the role as secretary to the secretariat, along with the present staff. We 
all  tegan this whole process with my honourable colleague, George Braden, tut it was actually 
implemented under my direction and I would like to indicate my appreciation for - the continuous work 
they have given, the long hours, particularly in trying to improve the profile of this government 
in resource development, and the kind of professional work and the kind of discussions we have gone 
into with other governments and in particular the federal government. 

I just further would like to express my appreciation to Sue Look, who has been my executive 
assistant and to Russ, her husband, who has put up with all the times that I had to take Sue out of 
town and away from her family. Unfortunately that is the case. I think that I would also like to 
express my appreciation to my own family, in that Lorraine and my two little girls have put up with 
all  the time that I have had to travel out of this city, and have supported me during my tenure as 
Member and as Minister. I thank you all. 

---Applause 

MR. DEPUIY SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Nerysoo. The time being 1 2 :00 now, I will recess the House 
unt i l  1 :30. 

--LUNCHEON RECESS 

M0
• SPEAKER: I call the House back to order. Orders of the day, Item 2 ,  Members ' replies. Mr. 

Pudluk. 

Mr. Pudluk ' s  Reply 

MR. PUDLUK: ( Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a short speech. At the Eighth Assembly I 
used to reply to the Commissioner ' s  Address every time but at the Ninth Assembly I have replied 
only a few times because at the Eighth Assembly I realized that we were saying things that were not 
very important and even when we are trying to make a good speech nobody would really listen to the 
speeches. For this reason I am going to make a short speech and I have made short speeches. I 
know that the Ninth Assembly are working very hard and they have not finished the tasks that they 
have tried and I kn™ that the 1 0th Assembly will canplete the ones that are not done. I am not 
going to give a speech on the government tecause the last speakers were talking about the 
government. 

First I would like to thank the Department of Public Works because they are working very well in 
our carrnunity and I realize that the government are not just listening to what we want. So I would 
like to thank them for this. I have been working with the Eighth and Ninth Assemblies about the 
budgets. I have been with the finance canmittee in these Assemblies and the chairman of the 
standing ccmmittee on finance and the Ninth Assembly have worked very hard. We even went to 
different cc:mnunities to meet so I would like to thank her for this. If we are both elected at the 
next Assembly I would te happy to work with Mrs. Sorensen again. It is very hard to work with 
finance and the budget and it is very hard to give it out to all the areas when it is not enough. 
It is hard to satisfy all the ccmnunities with this amount of money. I am not trying to go against 
the government for what they have teen working on the budget because I know it is very hard to deal 
with the budget. 
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Renewable Resources 

I used to talk a lot about wildlife in the Eighth and Ninth Assemblies and Renewable Resources of 
the Northwest Territories have been working very hard and I would like to thank them. I have been 
very unhappy with Fisheries and Oceans Canada because they have an office in the Northwest 
Territories but they do not have enough employees in the Northwest Territories. I would like to 
see the Fisheries and Oceans be transferred to the Northwest Terri tori es government at the 10th 
Assembly. I would be happier if they are transferred to the Government of the Northwest 
Territories. I would like to say a little bit about the renewable resources of the Territories. I 
am not very happy about the position regarding polar bears in the Northwest Territories in our 
areas. Whale hunting in my area -- the other people from the communities go hunting whales in cur 
area. Perhaps if I am re-elected again I will look into it further at the 10th Assembly. 

I also realized in 1983 our government in the Baffin Island and Yellowknife do not cornnunicate back 
and forth enough. I would like them to work more closely together and cx:rnmunicate to one another 
more often , Mr. Speaker, as I have said earlier at the beginning I will be making a short speech 
and I also want to say something to my friend, Mr. MacQuarrie regarding his motion in the papers 
that I have in front of me . It is a tie, the question was a tie, the recorded vote was a tie ,  If 
he wants to know what I am talking about he can look at the same book that I am looking at. He 
would probably becorre less unhappy if he looked into it. I just want to say thanks to all of the 
people I worked with, especially during the Ninth Assembly and some of the people I worked with on 
the Eighth Assembly. At the time there were only 15 of us and we added seven more to j oin the 
Assembly. We added seven more for the Ninth Assembly. But for the 1 0th Assembly we are going to 
add two more seats and we can pretty well see that we have been worki ng pretty hard on the Eighth 
and Ninth Assemblies. 

I want to say one more thing. I was appointed to be the Deputy Speaker but I did not want to move 
where the Deputy Speaker usually sits, I want to remain where I am standing now. I did not want to 
be too far away from my Baffin colleagues. With regard to the question of the Nunavut r.oundaries, 
I want to be involved in the boundaries commission. Because I want to be involved in the 
boundaries =nnission I hope that I will be re-elected , I do not know how things are going to be 
in the future but that will be up to the people who are voting for the Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. I would now like to thank you, Mr. Speaker. I heard earlier on this morning that some 
of the Members thanked the government and others. I thank you all for listening to me. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Pudluk ,  Item 2, Members ' replies, Mr . Patterson. 

Mr. Patterson ' s  Reply 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I will try to be brief. I have a few 
important things I feel I must say. I recognize we are short on time. Mr. Speaker, I would like, 
however, to cast briefly back to 197 9  in the same vein as Mr. Sibbeston did so well on his opening 
reply to the Commissioner ' s  Address at this beginning of this particular session. I did look 
through my first reply to the Commissioner 's  Address at that time and without reading it again, I 
would Just like to point out a few things I said then that I have taken some satisfaction in seeing 
happen through the support of this House. I noted then that the Baffin Regional Council had called 
for the creation of a regional education board to take charge of education matters in the Baffin 
region, and that the council had asked that the superintendent of Education would report to this 
new board , I stated that I know that this idea is surprising and perhaps will be unpopular with 
Education department officials, but this government must work to persuade them otherwise , And if 
legislative change is required since the P.ducation Ordinance at present does not recognize other 
than local authorities for schools, then I would hope to have the support of this Assembly for 
those changes , 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank Members of this Assembly for having given that support for 
such legislation this session to me, as Minister of Education, and I would like to say that back in 
November l 97Y when I said those words, I had never dreamed that I would become Minister of 
Education , Mr. McCallum was right in his remarks the other day. It has been a privilege to serve 
on the Execut ive. I too feel very lucky. I am grateful to this House for the confidence that has 
been placed in me and since I got appointed I have had a tremendous opportunity to travel to all 
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parts of the Northwest Territories. I would like to thank the able pilots of the Northwest 
Territories who have taken me all over this beautiful country in all kinds of weather safely. 
Perhaps I should especially mention the crew of NWI' Air on the Frobisher-Yellowknife run who I have 
yotten to knON quite well in recent years. 

I also noted in that address, Mr. Speaker, that I felt there are lessons to be learned for 
political development everywhere in the Territories from the Baf f in  Regional Council wh ich I 
described in the speech, and I am very pleased that not only was a Baf fin Regional Council 
Ordinance passed in 1 980, but it has inspired legislation which will, I am sure, shortly te passed 
by this House. 

I also talked about division, Mr. Speaker, and I am not going to dwell on it at length, but I d id 
urge the House then to study this question positively. I said, "Let us consider this question in a 
responsible manner and seek a decision which will truly reflect the best interests of all the 
people of the Northwest Terri tori es. " And I think we have done that, Mr. Speaker. I can cite as 
some examples of the responsible work we have done, the impact of division report, the formidable 
report just presented to the subcommittee on divison, tabled yesterday, research of the two forums 
and the Western Constitutional committee, which to <'late has produced at least seven notable 
research works that have cxxne to my attention. I would like to acknowledge the role of the federal 
government in assisting us to consult with people of ·the Northwest Territories, through 
contributions to the alliance, and particularly the positive reception we have had, teginning with 
Hon. Jake Epp and carrying through to Hon. John Munro, Senator Austin, Hon. Mark MacGuigan, Hon. 
Serge Joyal, the Prime Minister and many others. 

I also noted, Mr . Speaker, in 1 979, my belief in the need for more devolution of authority in areas 
such as health, wildli fe management, education. I said that people needed to feel more in control 
of their destiny in my part of the world and I am very happy to say that so much has teen 
accomplished in that short time s ince we were elected in 1 979. I cite the establishment of the 
Baff in Regional Hospital and its transfer of board to the Baf f in, through the good off ices of Mr . 
Mccallum and Mr . Tologanak ; the trans fer of social services to the town of Frobisher Bay ; and the 
evolution I mentioned in education . I a l so would just like to note one other thing that concerned 
me at the time . I said, "The archaic prohibition of freedan of speech of civil servants in the 
Public Service Ordinance is wrong, I believe. " I said, "It is a relic of bygone days when civil 
servants were thought to swing a lot of weight . Their opinions are as important as anyone else ' s, 
but they have no particular influence on our people, although perhaps upper level civil servants 
should have the discretion and perhaps it can be reflected in any legal changes to remain 
independent from the political process. " Well, that has teen done as well, Mr . Speaker, with the 
amendments to the Public Service Ordinance . I take great satis faction fran having seen these and 
many other changes that I am not going to detail today, occur through the co-operation of this 
House . 

Tributes To Colleagues 

I would like to pay some tribute, Mr. Speaker, to my colleagues in this House, and beginning with 
my =lleagues from the Eastern Arctic, my Katimahatiiqii here, I would like to particularly thank 
Ipeelee Kilabuk and Ludy Pudluk, Joe Arlooktoo and Mark Evaluarjuk and Moses Appaqa:i for their 
dedication, humour and wisdom. Mark and Ludy and Ipeelee were trailblazers. I know it was very 
tough when they were first elected. They helped us newcaners a great deal when we came in in 
1 979. Mr . CUrley; I would like to thank him for his friendship and support, and for moving the 
establishment of the special committee on education, which was a privilege to have worked on and I 
believe a basis for a blueprint for educational reform in the future. I would like to mention 
William Noah, who was an anchor, Gordon Wray for his hard work and co-operation since elected, and 
I would also like to thank him for his kind remarks today about GRE:C and Ukkivik and his 
acknowledgement that he may have been harsh. I understand too, that it is a cry for help and I 
hope that in some way I have responded and can respond, if I am to have the privilege of teing 
involved in education again in future . To my colleague on the Executive who joiner! with me, Hon. 
Kane Tologanak, I think we have been treated very fairly by the Executive Council, although 
sometimes I guess I still have cons idered that we are in a bit of a minori ty. I would like to say, 
in future I think we need more Ministers from Nunavut in the Executive Couf!cil, whether white or 
Inuit, men or wanen, it does not matter . I am conf ident that things will be a little bit better 
balanced on the next Executive Council as far as Nunavut representation is concerned. I would like 
to thank the Dene Members of the Assembly for helping me to better understand the people and a part 
of the Northwest Territories I had never known before. 
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Mr. Speaker, I am not going to say very much about the Executive Council, because Il\3ny Members on 
that Council have put it well that we share a special bond of ccrnradeship and I think we have got a 
lot done, but with regard to the Executive, I would like to single out my colleague, Hon. George 
Braden, and say that I really am sorry that he will not be returning to this Legislative Assembly 
as a Member. I expect that we will still see him in some capacity in the Northwest Territories and 
I look forward to continuing to associate with him, once he breaks the suspense and reveals the 
question on everybody ' s  mind, about what he is going to do. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Pitch for the Expos. 

---Laughter 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: For Mr. McLaughlin ' s  devotion to the education canmi ttee and his 
friendship, thank you. I would also like to perhaps, if this will not surprise her, say some good 
things about Mrs. Sorensen. I am softening a bit, maybe like Nick Sibbeston, rut I do have the 
highest regard for Mrs. Sorensen. I think that she sets a standard for us all to aim for, in terms 
of diligence and preparedness as an MIA. I must, if I may, just note that I spoke to a cab driver 
yesterday, who lives in Mrs. Sorensen 's constituency, he thinks that she is terrific. He asked her 
for a letter of recamiendation with regard to a certain m3tter, and she not only wrote a wonderful 
letter, but she visited his home personally and met his family, so that she would kn= who she was 
talking about. This kind of thoroughness in her has always impressed me as well, of course, as her 
dedication to reviving the finance comnittee and creating the public accounts ccmnittee. 

I would also like to recognize another distinguished wanan in our Assembly, Ms Nellie Cournoyea, 
for her dedication, really, of her life, to the Inuvialuit. My friend Bob Mad)uarrie for his 
eloquence. He was magnificent in Ottawa, when we all went down to try to do something about our 
constitutional future. We did get something done. Bob is a m3gnificent orator and he has been 
magnificent this session as well. To you, Mr. Speaker, for being able to get along with this new, 
and sometimes naive blood that swept in, in 1 979. I am not going to say much, I am not going to 
repeat what was said about our staff and interpreters. I fully subscribe to everything that other 
Members have said much better than I ,  in that regard. 

Constituency Concerns 

A few words, Mr. Speaker, about my constituency. There are still some problems to address in 
Frobisher Bay. Apex needs a new comnunity hall. There are still far too many transients occupying 
jobs that long-term local people should hold. I am very concerned along with Mrs. Sorensen I 
believe, about the federal government 's deplorable record in offering local business opportunities 
and employment in their business dealings in the North. It is shocking to me to see the way the 
federal government operates and I cite the Department o f  Public Works. 

HON. GEORGE BRADEN: Inaudible conment. 

Housing 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I hope so. I hope whoever is the government, that the attitude of the 
Department of Public Works is going to change. Trucks which were capable of being purchased 
locally were brought up fran the South by the federal DPW. For federal staff housing in Frobisher 
Bay, can you believe that the federal government, same department, flew m3terials up in a hurry to 
build a number of federal staff units in Frobisher Bay but forgot essential materials? So, the 
houses have sat, partly finished and still unoccupied, for the last two years. That is a sad 
contrast to the way our government operates. 

I would like · to mention the co-cp housing movement. I believe it has tremendous potential for 
easing housing shortages in the North, Mr. Speaker. I believe this government needs to develop a 
policy to address this growing movement and hON it might be responsibly supported. I am very 
pleased myself, to have been involved in the establishment of the Hillside Housing Co-op in 
Frobisher Bay, which I am happy to report, will see 20 units built by Christmas, in Frobisher Bay. 
I would like to thank the Department of Local Government for their assistance given in subdivision 
design; and through the new land evaluation policy; and for our government 's  part in the energy 
conservation grant; along with the regional director, J im Britton, Mayor Martine J ohnson and town 
council of Frobisher Bay, and especially to Charlie Ruttan, president of the Hillside Housing 
Co-op, for his devoted work. 
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Without the help of Hon. J'ohn Munro and the Hon. Herb Gray and our MP, Peter Ittinuar and others,  
the project would never have happened. I think we are making great improvements in housing in 
Frobisher Bay, Mr. Speaker . In the last two years alone 40 units have teen rehabilitated under the 
Housing Corporation, including porches. This government 's new staff hous ing policy, which I am 
very proud to have worked on in Mr. Braden ' s  priorities and planning canmittee as a new Minister, 
along with the Housing Corporation 's private ownership program, are having dramatic effects in 
Frobisher Bay. Listen to this. Since J anuary 1 ,  1 983, 56 new bJilding pennits have teen issued in 
Frobisher Bay for res idential construction, 31 new houses and 25 so-called rehabs. The next step 
which I know we will te taking, is for the territorial government to offer its staff units for sale 
to employees and the public, perhaps even rON housing units could te managed privately. 

Tourism 

In tourism, Mr. Speaker, we are making great strides in Frobisher Bay, but much is still to be 
done. The town is much cleaner. The new museum which will take advantage of the old Iqalugajuk 
Hudson 's  Bay Store, will te moved to Iqaluit, Frobisher Bay, fran its present location in Apex, and 
rehabilitated, thanks to Mr. Braden and the Frobisher Bay museum society. Peale Point is on the 
way to becaning a very important historic site and tourist attraction. These are excavated Thule 
houses very near to Frobisher Bay, Mr. Speaker. They still have the bcwhead whalebcne rib 
construction and fire pits evident. This is a significant development whim will bring tourists. 

I would like to see the Ministry of Transport Canada, and other offending federal departments clean 
up the mess they still have left tehind in Frobisher Bay. I mention l'KIT, Mr. Speaker, tecause they 
have toppled huge telecanmunications towers like trees, whenever they have becorre obsolete. Where 
the twisted steel and pa int lies, in one case is the water which is the source for our drinking 
supply. Something more has got to be done to get MOT and other agencies, companies and departments 
responsible to clean up their mess. Frobisher Bay tourist association is a good start in promoting 
tourism in Frobisher Bay. I believe that along with sport hunting and outfitting, tourism will be 
an important factor in the economic growth of Frobisher Bay in the future. I would just like to 
note the work of the Frobisher Bay local improvement canmi ttee, as well including Mr. Andre 
Theriault in particular, for the enormous amount of work that they have done already. 

Air Service 

Mr. Speaker, one word abcut air service. I suppose it is not politic in the North to praise an 
a irline operating in the North, because fares are very high and they always seem to te inexorably 
increasi ng. But Nordair, I believe, has made a genuine effort to improve its service in the past 
year or two, during the time when fare increases are at least slowing a bit fran previous levels. 
The service, including hot meals on all northern flights, is far superior to that of Pacific 
Western Airlines. Northern custaners of Nordair are nON given the privilege of limousine service 
or hotel subsidy, the same as southern customers, by Nordair. Nordair has reduced its excess 
baggage charges, has appointed a northerner to its beard of directors, and instituted weekend 
excursion fares to Ottawa and Toronto, in addition to those presently offered in Montreal . F irst 
Air, too offers good frequency on its Baffin routes with its very appropriate Hawker-Siddeley 748 
services. It also offers excurs ion rates and special stand-by fares. 

More needs to te done, Mr. Speaker, to address the cost of living in remote ccmnuni ties, such as 
the one I represent. I think there is great potential to work with the Hudson 's  Bay Canpany, in 
particular. They have teen responsive in some areas, I would like to note. Christmas toy prices 
were reduced as I reported earlier to this House ; my usual brand of arrrnunition 22/250, has dropped 
s ix  dollars a bcx in the last year or so, from $1 9 down to $13 and mange. I think that we must 
continue to pursue the company to make our concerns known and urge them to make other improvements 
of this kind. 

One final word abcut my constituency, Mr. Speaker. I speak with pride of the work done this surnner 
in hosting the Inuit Circumpolar Conference. It put Frobisher Bay on the map. The caT111unity 
deserves credit for housing and feeding many times the aver 500 official delegates. �r . Speaker, I 
am proud also that there was not a single police call related to the conference in the entire seven 
days that it took place. 
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Possibility Of Nuclear War 

I would like to just touch on a few other issues, Mr. Speaker. Events since cur important debate 
on the Cruise testing, have shown me how close we really are to the horrible possibility of nuclear 
war. If the Korean Airlines 74 7 was not a spy plane and there is certainly some strong evidence 
emerging to suggest that it was, but if it was not a spy plane trying to monitor miss ile tests, and 
if the Russians did not know it was an innocent civilian airliner, then they have made a terrible 
mistake , What scares me, is that if they made a mistake on this one, killing sane 270 people, what 
if they made a similar mistake and thought they had detected Pershing missiles. The tapes released 
fran the encounter seem to suggest a crushing military machine with no heart or humanity. I would 
submit, Mr. Speaker, in retrospect, that the Korean Airlines incident was an appropriate setting for 
this important debate that we had, because the plodding deliberation of the Russian military 
machine easily illustrated how close we could have been to teing snuffed cut in a nuclear holocaust 
in a few minutes. This is the issue that was underlying that important debate, Mr. Speaker , I 
would also like to just mention, that I was very encouraged to hear scme Members in that debate say 
that they would support the North being a nuclear free zone , 

MRS, SORENSEN: Hear, hear! 

HON, DENNIS PATTERSON: I must note that a book recently published, reveals evidence that casts 
startling doubt on the truth of my colleague, Mr. Butters ' assertion during that debate "Canada 's  
non-proliferation safeguards policy is being developed to ensure that our exports of nuclear 
material, uranium, does not contribute to nuclear proliferation. "  In a book, called "Canada and 
the Nuclear Arms Race ", published by James Lorimer and Co. , Publishers of Toronto, Dr. Gordon 
Edwards demonstrated conclusi vely that a lot of Canadian uranium ends up in H-bombs , I am not 
going to go into how that canes about, Mr. Speaker, given the time today. But I think this is a 
matter we should be ever vigilant on , 

Speaking of uranium, Mr. Speaker, we never did really properly canplete the important debate on 
uranit.nn mining and exploration. William Noah, who had really been involved at the beginning, had 
left and it never did really get concluded. I would like to say that I believe there was very 
worthwhile informat ion presented. This government was stimulated to develop more plans to face 
these oontingencies that were adverted to in the debate. Important new information has surfaced, 
as well since this debate. I would like to simply mention a report comnissioned and published by 
the Atomic Energy Control Board, dated September, 1982, entitled, "Risk Estimates for the Heal th 
Effects of Alpha Radiation ", by Duncan C. Thomas and K ,G ,  McNeil, an epidemiologist and physicist 
at McGill and University of Toronto respectively. This report shows that there are much higher 
risks of cancer deaths for miners working at permissible levels than we were led to believe by the 
witnesses from Atomic Energy Canada, who appeared before this House , In spite of this evidence 
fran a report cornnissioned by Atanic Energy Control Board themselves, they are still trying to 
increase the permissible working levels from four working level rronths per year to five. 

With the recent announcement by Japanese interests and Urangesellschaft of Germany of their 
intention to be in production in Baker Lake area in 1990, these questions must be looked at very 
carefully by .the 10th Assembly. I also think if production is to go ahead, we have to know how 
radio active tailings will be disposed of and who will pay. The short-term econanic benefits of 
uranium exploration mining and production must still be oonsidered by this Assembly, alongside of 
the long-term, and I mean long-term, costs of tailing disposal and clean-up. 

Visits By Nunavut Constitutional Forum 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, since I will apparently not have a chance to discuss this in caucus, I would 
like to touch on the Nunavut Constitutional Forum. I would like to announce in my capacity as 
chairman of i:.he NCF that at a teleconference meeting September 6, NCF reconsidered its earlier 
decision on the matter of MIA candidates and community visits and now we welcane all declared 
candidates in the forthcoming NWT election to join · the Nunavut Constitutional Forum at scheduled 
departure points for oorrmunity visits. I would like to also -- perhaps not community by community 
-- just explain broadly, Mr. Speaker, that sc far our schedule calls for us to visit the Keewatin 
in the week of October 4, north Baff in the week of OCtober 10 and scuth Baff in through the 
following week. We will be publishing, shortly, a detailed schedule,, We alsc have visits 
scheduled for the Kitikmeot beginning November 1 and expect that it may also be possible to arrange 
to visit Inuvialuit corrmunities after the Kitikmeot visit. 
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In closing, Mr. Speaker, I have just got to say something about di vision. On the boundary 
question, I thank Mr. MacQuarrie for his advice, not to be too greedy and I accept it. I see the 
issue as being resolved first by talking to the canmunities , We must find cut what each axnmunity 
thinks. And at the sane time we must as a Constitutional Alliance meet and as its principal 
priorities seriously discuss all aspects of the boundary question. The Alliance anbraces all 
interests and all the players, I believe. I am confident that with good will, hard work ard a 
willingness to listen to public c:pinion and a willingness to a:rnpranise consensus can be reached , 
May I say here, Mr. Speaker, I would be most delighted to continue working with Mr. MacQuarrie on 
this rratter should we be so privileged as to be re-elected and recommended to represent this House 
again in the Constitutional Alliance. Perhaps we can even play sorre kind of leadership role in 
bringing the leaders of viest and East, particularly the native leaders, together for real talks. 
Mr. Speaker, I mentioned I am not going to repeat thanks that have been given to our staff, 
yourself and all the others who have supported this Assembly so capably. I =uld like to give 
special thanks though to my assistant, Gina Blondin. She has put up with many frustrations working 
with me and I am very grateful for her help. 

---Applause 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the people of Frobisher Bay for their support over these 
exciting four years, to Marie Uviluq and our children for their support, too, in putting up with my 
absences from home. I hope to be back to continue the privilege of working in this House for the 
things I believe in, including careful implementation of division by the end of the life of the 
1 0th Assembly. That is my goal. Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

---Applause 

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Item 2, orders of the day, Members ' replies . Ms 
Cournoyea , 

Ms Cournoyea ' s  Reply 

MS COURNOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have an opportunity to have a few words before � end 
our term here in the Ninth Assembly. I guess I could go over rrany of the accolades that have been 
paid to staff as well, but I believe I have tried to say thank ycu to the people who have given 
good service when we have been such a hard crew to work for from time to time , 

I guess if we take our rightful position and try to represent our cx:mnunities, certainly I believe 
I have lived up to my reputation of being a little rough around the edges and that canes really 
from the area in which I live. It has been an area that has been impacted by development for a 
long time and fran different kinds of development. The kind of impact that is in the Beaufort Sea 
area comes from oil and gas development and the very high rate of turnover that these oanpanies 
have and their ability to move at a great deal of speed , It is difficult when ycu are living in 
that area to try to respond as quickly as necessary to take in the benefits that could be had from 
this type of activity in any given area. The companies move fast, they have an ability and great 
amounts of noney to get a great rrany experts who would back them up and do a good job. Oftentimes 
it is difficult for the com:nunity to try to get a point across and get to a conclusion of any given 
understanding between oompany and com:nunity. Mainly because a lot of the communities have not got 
the resources that the large development companies have . Now, I have had to make some critical 
decisions in my four years here and I have tried to respond to the needs of how the oanmunities are 
being impacted. I would like to say that I certainly enjoyed working on several of the camnittees, 
with Mr . Braden, with Lynda Sorensen, with Tagak and Bruce , 

The Beaufort Sea region is really not up for grabs. The Inuvialuit  use that as their home. That 
is their horre, and I guess we are in a very difficult position because of just exactly where we 
are . In terms of dealing with the Nunavut Constitutional Forum, the reason that I feel that � 
should be within that forum is because at least that is where we are listened tc, , in that forum, 
and we are respected for our position , I certainly continue to take the posj.tion that in areas 
where work has to be done, the government has to be in the position t0 respond and help people 
overcane the problems in meeting with people, coming to oonclusions, so tha� � =uld not be left 
behind . Basically I still cannot feel canfortable that this government has the ability to respond 
when oil and gas and high impact areas are put into place. Canmunities do not have the necessary 
back-up to make that response themselves, as well. 
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Things Moving Very OJickly In Beaufort Area 

It may be in a lot of the oomnunities that are not impacted by development that things rrove a 
little slCMer, and I suppose even at horre we wish that things could slCM down fran tirre to time. I 
remember Thanas Berger and what he had said, that we needed 10 years to put things in place. I 
feel disappointed that we did not take that 10 years to put things in place. But I guess we are 
trying our best and maybe it is just because that the oorrpanies have rruch rrore experience on hCM to 
get around and much more resources. 

In the community particularly of Tuk, I have tried my best to have people corre to that community to 
see just hCM much work has to be done in that particular comnunity. I did not want to be in a 
decision-making position to take funding away fran other communities and when Commissioner Parker 
made the announcement a year ago May, I suppose my reaction was, as I stated, where is the rroney 
coming fran? I felt that the territorial budget probably did not have $ 2. 5  million to place at our 
doorstep. I wish they had and I wish it was free rroney. However, we had been in negotiations with 
John Munro, Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, and I thought that we had gained a great deal 
of ground with him in terms of him specially recognizing an impact comnunity. I thought for a 
while that he had corre up with the funds to deal with particular issues. You see, when the 
comnunity, any oorrmunity, sees very quickly right on its doorstep, a Gulf carrp going up in a year, 
a brand new NTCL carrp go up, a new Esso facility all with the latest equipment and all with very 
expensive recreational facilities yet we are still struggling trying to build an arena and fix up 
the community. 

Planning For Roads Was Difficult 

The road problem in that community has been one of the issues that we have been trying to address 
for quite a few years and the funding that was set aside for that particular program · was only part 
of the total program that we had to address. No,., when the $ 2. 5  million was assigned, we had to run 
over a lot of hoops to get that rroney, it was not as though it was just there. We had to put rur 
people together and go through a massive town plan. We had the help of Mr. Igal Roth and we 
worked very hard and in a oorrmunity such as Tuk with 800 or a little rrore of population in that 
area to try to put a group of people together, to get everybody sitting dCMn, coming up with what 
is acceptable to them and what is acceptable to the government is a pretty difficult chore, the 
process you have to go through to make sure that your decisions are right because you are planning 
for a long future ahead. But we did it, and in doing it, we were able just last year before the 
very, very last point of tirre that gravel could be hauled, we were able to finalize the town plan 
and we almost lost the funds then. This is the last of the two year program. Earlier this year, 
we almost lost the community centre, as well, because the bids were high, the cost of the building 
was extremely high. We almost lost that ; we kept that on a hair ' s  breadth. 

Extravagant Facilities Not Required 

I would like to say something that I found when I was wondering why a lot of the programs and 
projects were being cancelled. I believe sorre of that problem is in the Department of Public Works 
and the architectural and engineering designers that are being hired to put together the various 
buildings. I do not believe that the communities are asking for Cadillac type of buildings ; they 
are asking for sanething that is functional. I think that it bears investigation to look at the 
process of ho,., the government handles the architectural firms and what direction they are given in 
terms of the parameters of what they are to deliver. I can give some exarrples that I was not very 
pleased to hear where in one building we have two sinks and three toilets and that is all that is 
in the building in terms of those facilities -- $35, 000 for plumbing, just for the plumbing. It 
does not seem right. A rarrp to take people up to the building -- in the area of $ 40, 000. I think 
we can rreet the needs of the people without luxurious designing. It is nice to have it if you can 
afford it. 

In our area of the Beaufort Sea, and particularly · that community of Tuk, if we can oorre to a 
conclusion and try to rreet that particular area's demands I think we will go a long way to solving 
other areas when they are irrpacted at the rate that Tuk is. I feel that the community 
representatives have to go to too many meetings to try to get one small thing done. From time to 
time, the meetings are so often that I guess if you took all that money, you could probably do the 
project. 
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Response Fran Local Government 

In terms of Local Government, the issues that I spoke about really should be rrore in getting Local 
Government to respond a lot more quickly. I realize that their workload is heavy fran tirre to time 
but if we are going to earmark a corrmunity or area as "irrpact" I think it is fine to have it m 
paper, it is fine to talk about it, we did our work and we have the basic criteria and outline, but 
if those corrmunities do not see action and all we do is talk about it and then, to rre, I do not 
think that is success. I just think it is another bunch of paper. And fran tirre to time I see 
that Local Government has a great deal of turnover on who goes into the corrmunity, how often 
meetings take place just to do a very small job. I think that has to be cleaned up. I think 
basically, corrmunities sit down and say, "Well, this is what we want. " But I do not believe that 
the Department of Local Government should send a person up, then have no regard at all for the 
discussions have already taken place and we have to start all over with someone else. I think that 
type of cleaning up should be looked at. 

Constitutional Development 

In constitutional development, I guess we are the biggest cob.veb in our area as well, but I believe 
that the constitutional development process is in place now. I hope that although we are going to 
be finished with our Assembly those talks will go on. They should go on, because in Denendeh, if 
the proposal in that area is not pursued then Nunavut will always have to te held back because 
these decisions have not been made, people do not know where they are going, they cannot get 
together and they cannot meet. At some point of time, the conclusion of these discussions has to 
take place, but the Western Constitutional Forum should not be holding up Nunavut just because they 
do not quite get around to doing what they want to do or do not have a rreeting. As I say, I do not 
think much of meetings because I have been to a lot of them, but people seem to feel that a meeting 
is irrportant to get that information across. I believe that even though this forum is not here, 
this Legislative Assembly is not operating, the Western Constitutional Forum should proceed and get 
some of the work done. 

COPE Land Claim 

In terms of land claims, aboriginal rights, the organization, the Corrmittee for Original Peoples 
Entitlement is very close to reaching the conclusion of a land claim and I am proud to say that I 
was part of that. we have not answered everybody ' s  concerns, we have not got everything we wanted 
but we have worked hard to do a job. I think that the document has been on the table for a long 
time so if anyone was interested, there is really no excuse for not knowing what is there. 
H<:Mever, I believe my continued criticism of Aboriginal Rights Secretariat - I feel the sarre way 
about it. It is doing nothing. I have asked on a number of occasions that in terms of the COPE 
claim, the Inuvialuit claim, we really should be addressing things in detail. It is no longer a 
philosophical idea or a theoretical one, it is in very much detail. The people that are hired to 
work on it should be able to work in that scope. It just cannot be somebody who just gets thrown 
in there and he is back on his philosophical free run again because we are not at that stage and we 
do not intend to start over. I do not believe that the Executive Corrmittee lends much support to 
the Inuvialuit land claims. I have not seen anything that was positive generated from the 
Executive. I suppose I kna.v most of the reasons why not. 

H<Mever, in saying that, the past motions of this Legislative Assembly which directed the 
territorial government to try to be a facilitator, to try to help, I think have not been 
recognized. There has been a lot of acclaim to Denendeh and other things, but when you are in a 
theoretical situation that is easy to do because you are not dealing with details, so we can all be 
motherhood again, this theoretical thing with sirrple statements of objectives. But when you are 
coming da.vn to the crunch I find that the NWT government will start crying that they were not 
involved, once again. To me, I do not believe that the Inuvialuit should pay because that job was 
not done. 

Position Of Minister In This Situation 

I was asked on several occasions that the Minister responsible, James Wai1-Shee, be replaced, and 
someone who has possibly less of a conflict of interest and a person who would have less of a 
vested interest for his <Mn claim, that another person be put in his place. On one occasion in a 
discussion with the Corrmissioner and Mr. Wah-Shee, I thought I had a tentative agreement that 
perhaps maybe it would be best to put scxreone who was more used to working with detail in that 



- 244 -

position. I felt very happy that we were able to resolve that in a very calm way and in a mutual 
way .  However, as soon as I left after the Assembly session was finished, I understand that the 
decision was to leave Mr. Wah-Shee in that position. 

I cannot see the rationale for not granting a simple request mainly because when we are dealing in 
negotiations, it is sanewhat tedious. It takes a lot of work and you have to be on tcp of things 
all the time. Little things like access, little things like participation agreements require 
someone who is used to and likes that type of discussion, debate or dealing with that type of 
detail. Now in terms of Mr. Wah-Shee ' s position, and him coming from Fort Rae, and he teing an 
aboriginal Dene, I cannot see ho,., a person with that could be fair to the Inuvialuit. The Dene 
claim practically the Beaufort Sea, the North Slope of the Yukon almost up to Coppermine. Mr. 
Wah-Shee is going to be asking for the votes of Fort Rae and it is a stronghold of that position. 
I cannot see how I or a person in his place could, in that particular background and those issues 
to deal with, be fair about dealing, straightforward and aboveboard, on the Inuvialuit claim. 

In terms of the negotiations, I had hoped and I thought we were going to meet a little longer to 
bring some of our negotiators to the Legislative Assembly so that you could question them and get 
those details. I really do not kno,., ho,., we are going to deal with it no,., because by the time there 
is another election, I hope that the claim will be signed, sealed and delivered. Now, it is a deep 
pr=ess in terms of ho,., we do that, the ratification process that has to go on and it is 
difficult. But I feel that if things are not put in place under Mr. Wah-Shee, however he is 
handling the secretariat or not handling the secretariat, if it is not put in plaoe then I would 
like to put on notice that it is not the fault of the Inuvialuit. 

Liquor-Related Problems 

In terms of alcohol and the problems of alcohol, I would like to say thank you to Mr. Braden for 
trying to help our carrnunities put some restriction on the sale of alcohol . Contrary to what 
everybody says, I believe it worked. Now that control was not for control of how much you consume 
because you certainly got enough and you were able to get enough, but it was mainly to try to 
restrict a lot of the bootlegging that is going on. I will announce -- but I do not like to 
announce -- but it is thick, hot and heavy no,., and we are having a lot of problems. I think if you 
take your RCMP records in the last couple of months you will see the kinds of problems. We have a 
sharp increase in suicide, all pretty well liquor-related. Problems that people are facing in 
personal breakdowns, all liquor-related. The way that I look at liquor is that that is a prime 
number one enemy of the people. I wonder what it would be like here if there was no alcohol or 
everybody oould control it. But the fact of life is that most people have a weakness when it cx:rnes 
to when you want to cut off and when is a good time to go hane. It is a problem, and I believe 
that has to be addressed, but I guess more fundamentally is that I wonder why there is such a heavy 
use of liquor. What is the background? 

I guess then we should go to the Department of Social Services and suggest, and I would suggest, 
that they take into oonsideration a look at our region to see if there is anything that can be done 
in terms of handling the social concerns of those camiunities, particularly close around the 
general Inuvik area. We cannot allow our people to kill themselves. I think the attitude that it 
is everybody ' s  poison and if people want to drink poison let them go ahead, and they have to learn, 
but sometimes I think you have to do something about it because it is causing a great deal of 
problem even to non-drinkers. They have to live next to the problem. I think Social Services has 
not really addressed that issue, or why we are having such a high degree of alcohol problems? 

Renewable Resources 

In terms of hunters and trappers, renewable resource development, I believe that I think it is 
finally getting the recognition it deserves. I hope that the work will go on and continue to 
expand, and that the budget of the Renewable Resources division will not be cut, that they will not 
be asked to put some strings on how much they can spend and ho,., quickly they will have to cut back 
if they did get some extra money. Minister John Munro just a oouple of days before Northern Games 
was able to put a meeting together with the Minister of Revenue and I was very pleased when the 
Prime Minister of Canada came to Inuvik and announced that the hunters and trappers will not he 
penalized for back taxes and will he forgiven. I was very pleased about that. 

I would like to say that in renewable resource development I think this is our prime opportunity to 
give it a boost because, with industrial development here we can use a lot of the extra funds and 
money to promote some of the renewable resources, for food or anything in that area to the 
companies, and then try to build on that for our future when maybe the canpanies will not be here. 

i 
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In terms of education, I want to say that I would like to see the school ruilt in Holman Island 
mainly because I have been very pleased with a number of young people who come out of such a small 
corrmunity and they have mme out well . I think a lot of that had to do with the special ccmmittee 
on education ' s  h igher prof ile on education .  They do need a new school, and if people are w illing 
to come out I think then we should capture that imagination and try to give service to it . There 
was a promise that the school would be moved ahead, but it does not appear to have been moved ahead 
that much . 

Freshwater r' ish Marketing Corporation; Mr . McCallum, could you please keep working on that if 
possible? I have a lot more to say but a lot of the things that I have to say have been said by 
other Members . I suppose I have not been as kind as some of the Members, rut in cur area sometimes 
life is not kind because we do not have the abili ty a lot of t imes to make the decisions because 
things are moving too fast and the people that are in the area are a mix of people. When you are 
fran different areas, oftentimes you cannot get the canmunity spirit  because people are conti nually 
moving around . There are particular problems that we want to be able to overcome rut we need a 
commitment fran the government and we need the back-up and we need understanding and we need the 
resources to be available when we want to move , and we have to move . Sometimes it is not even 
wanting to move but it is because that is the scene there, that is exactly what is happening. 

Canpanies Living Up To Ccmnitments 

The employment picture this year was not good, as soon as you relax your d iligence on the o il and 
gas industry, they go right back to the same practices as they had before. Many of the really 
strong hard workers were not h ired until just recently . The companies are gett ing less tolerant 
because they now have their foot in the door and I believe they can be put back on track rut it is 
not as easy as just making a policy or just getting them to sit down and agree . It has to be like 
a policed activity at all t imes. Is that ccrnpany really living up to the canmitments? Is the 
company really doing as much as it can in terms of promoting local people and local businesses? I 
do not believe that we are keeping enough of an eye on whether they are or not . I know they are 
not, but i t  is not good enough because the government does have a responsibili ty, because the 
social-economic agreements that are signed come from Yellowknife and they are written up, I 
suppose, in negotiations. I would like to see that more policed. Rather than deali ng  only with 
the figures of employment from the companies , I think we should do our own figures as well . 

Mr . Speaker, I had a list of people I wanted to mention but when I was wri ting them down, it was an 
awfully long list . They were not people who work here or anything like that . They were people 
that we have lost in the last muple of years, older people, young people -- and I had two pages. 
We do not have a lot of people in the Mackenz ie Delta or in the Beaufort Sea area and I thi nk as 
much as possible if their social well-being can be melded into this chang ing North, I hope that we 
can get help to do that . Thank you, Mr . Speaker . 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . We will be breaking at 3 :1 5  p .m. and whoever has the floor at that t ime, 
would they try and have the ir  remarks in such a manner that we muld stop at that time to have our 
break and you can have the floor after we come back . Are there any other speakers? Replies? Mr . 
Tologanak .  

Mr. Tologanak ' s  Reply 

HON. KANE 'IOiffiANAK: Mr . Speaker , I would like, as some of my honourable mlleagues have done, to 
pay tribute to the work of this Ninth Assembly. I have been very fortunate to be the Member 
representing the people of the Kitikmeot region, an administrat ive reg ion established duri ng the 
lifetime of this Assembly . This Assembly has seen rapid progress in evolution of our polit ics,  an 
evolution keeping step and in harmony with the wishes of the original peoples of this vast 
territory. I have been privileged to have a voice on these political forums, the task force for a 
Western Arctic reg ional municipality, the Constitutional Alliance and the Nunavut Constitut ional 
Forum.  I was privileged to be one of the Members who made the histor ic trip to Ottawa to speak to 
our federal counterparts on aboriginal rights in our mnstitut ion . Mr . Speaker, the Electoral 
Districts Boundaries Commission was mandated by this Assembly to do a necessary and a t imely job. 
The next Assembly will see the results of its work wi th the add ition of two new Members . With 



- 2 4 6  -

the backing of the oorrmunities in IT¥ region we fought hard and achieved the establishment of two 
electoral districts in the Central Arctic, Kitikrneot East and Kitikrneot West, and I thank the 
people for giving me support in that regard. 

Holman Island And Kitikrneot West 

But as well, Mr. Speaker, it was a disappointment to me and to some people that this Assembly did 
not see fit to include Holman in Kitikrneot West, some people in that oorrmunity including the local 
council which many oorrmunities across the Territories recognize as being the governing body in a 
local cornnunity situation. There were votes taken in that conmmity, with an independent officer 
looking after the vote and oounting those voting. Despite that, the wishes of the people were not 
listened to. I hope in the 10th Assembly, that the 10th Assembly recognize it, if the people still 
continue to wish to be part of Kitikrneot West only in a political sense and not necessarily en 
aboriginal claims or claims that are being supported by some of the people. But I support whatever 
the wishes of the majority of the people in that oomnunity are to do since IT¥ family has 
established itself in Holman Island. The people in Holman and our traditional ties that this 
corrmunity has with the people of Kitikmeot cannot be underestimated or ignored. 

It has also been a disappointment to me that I have not been able to secure the position of an 
adult educator for Coppennine. There is no question in IT¥ mind that this positioo is necessary and 
will benefit the people of that vital oorrrnunity. It is not only in Coppermine rut also in Spence 
Bay that I have been working ever since those positions were cut back fran the department 's  budget 
and priorities and these positions have been vacant. It is IT¥ hope, and I have been assured time 
and time again that some time in the future these positions would be filled. 

HCMever, IT¥ disappointments during the life of this Ninth Assembly have been few. Coppennine, Gjoa 
Haven and Pelly Bay received hamlet status. It is also IT¥ expectation some time in the very near 
future that the long overdue hamlet status for Cambridge Bay will be achieved. D..!ring this tenn I 
was delighted to take part in the opening of the oorrrnunity oonplex in Pelly Bay. The one in 
Coppennine is not quite as complete as it should be but with the support of the architects and 
Local Government I hope that this oonplex will be oonpleted before winter sets in once again. It 
has been a source of satisfaction and pride to kno.., that more NWT Housing Corporation contracts are 
being awarded to Kitikmeot residents. As well, after 111.1ch effort on the part of rrany, the Pelly 
Bay food subsidy was achieved. This has brought some relief to IT¥ constituents in that corrmunity 
with the highest food prices in the Northwest Territories. Media ooverage for Il¥ region is 
inadequate and I hope to see a full-time CBC correspondent for that area in the future as was 
promised by the director of CBC for northern Canada. NorthwesTel has upgraded its services. We 
have had 15 lines until two days ago, nCM they are down to five lines, but all in all, placing a 
phone call is not quite as frustrating as it used to be some days. 

Harvesting Of Gyrfalcons 

With the co-operation of our Department of Renewable Resources I have seen the beginning of 
gyrfalcon harvesting by the Kitikmeot Inuit Association and certain oorrrnunities, and it is my 
understanding that applications have been received for two gyrfalcons captured this year by the 
comrrunities of Coppennine and Spence Bay. Negotiations are still continuing right to this 
afternoon as to the number of gyrfalcons that can be caught in certain areas. 

There has been an increase in tourism this year in Cambridge Bay. The Department of Economic 
Development and Tourism has indicated that our region is the number one priority for tourism 
studies to be carried out as soon as funding becomes available. From a small office in Fort Smith 
in 197 2 to headquarters in Cambridge Bay the Kitikrneot region no.., boasts a staff of about 200 
enployees. Most programs and services are now offered in the region and I wish to oompliment and 
cornnend the regional director, Mr. Gary Black, and his staff on the excellent services provided to 
IT¥ constituents. The lines of oorrrnunication -- I am_ not talking about NorthwesTel -- the lines of 
comrrunication between Ilf:r' constituents and regional staff are always open and they are good. 

Services Provided By Willy Laserich 

At this point, I would like to mention an outstanding constituent of mine, Willy Laserich, who has 
for many years provided Il¥ constituents with much-needed air services including nedivacs and 
emergency flights. Mr. Laserich endured a recent court case,which was well-publicized, with 
characteristic staying po..,er and candor. NON again, we all know that Mr. Laserich ' s  licence has 
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been cancelled. I would like to oorrrnend Mr. Laserich publicly and thank him for his oontinuing 
excellent services. I might add as well, to the end of August, Mr. Speaker, our government, our 
regional staff has hired Mr. Laserich 65 times and moved 500 errployees within that region. Mr. 
Laserich not only serves our government but also serves those regional organizations, and serves 
the federal government organizations. This service is also support to the local, everyday person 
who walks around in the ooJTlllUnities. Last year, in December, before Christmas, was the first time 
in many years that a group of people have been able to hire and charter an aircraft out of their 
CMn pocket money to come shopping dCMn to Yella.-Jknife, and those two COillllunities were Holman and 
Spence Bay. As well, as you noted in todays News/North if you read the headlines ooncerning Willy 
Laserich, some of his achievements are listed there as well, including one of the most irrportant to 
the economy of the Cambridge Bay residents which is the fishery. That information is also 
available in the paper. I am not trying to advertise the paper but the facts are there and the 
facts being provided are true. 

In January 1981, I became the Executive Member responsible for the new Department of Government 
Services. This was a learning experienre for me to be part of the day to day running of our 
government at the Executive level. It has been a privilege for me to serve as a Member on various 
in-house comnittees, priorities and planning, House planning and legislation and the Financial 
Management Board. D.lring my term as Minister of Government Services, I saw the cpening of the 
unique Fort Providenre gasification plant and the department 's thrust for energy conservatioo and 
the gra.-Jth of our government's reliance on oorrputer systems and its subsequent modernization. 

Achievements Of Departments Of Health And Social Services 

After a reshuffle of Executive Members in July 1982, I have served as your Minister of Health and 
of Social Servires. The Commissioner mentioned many accorrplishrnents of the Ninth Assembly, and he 
mentioned specifically sane of the accorrplishrnents of the Departments of Social Services and 
Health. Mr. Speaker, one of the things that Mr . Parker mentioned that I am particularly pleased 
about is a greater involvement of the smaller oolllllunities in the Northwest Territories in the 
actual delivery of social services and health programs. Sane of this work was begun by Mr. 
McCallurn when he was the Minister of Health and Social Services, and I am very pleased that I was 
able to carry on and expand on the good work that he started and add my CMn ideas to this whole 
area. I think the most visible expression of oorcmunity participation in Social Services has been 
the devolution of social services to the ta,.,n of Frobisher Bay and the most visible in Health is 
the transfer of administration of the hospital in Frobisher Bay to a local toard. Work initiatives 
began on these two developments even prior to the election of this Assembly and with much hard work 
a final turnover of social services to the ta.-Jn of Frobisher Bay took place in 1981, and the 
turnover of the hospital took place in 1982. 

I have been very pleased with the report that I have received about the fine quality of care that 
the Frobisher Bay social services staff have been able to provide to the people of Frobisher Bay 
and also with the continuing efficient operation of the hospital. Under my direction a procedure 
for the department to follow in carrying out the devolution of social services programs to other 
COll11TLlnities was developed in 1982. Since then, several communities have discussed taking on 
responsibilities for social services programs and are at various stages of looking at that 
possibility folla.-Jing Frobisher Bay ' s  exarrple. 

Community Participation In Social Services Programs 

The other way that oomnunity participation has increased a great deal, at least in my Department of 
Social Services, during the life of this Ninth Assembly is that we have used local agencies and 
organizations to carry out small portions of the social services programs. For exarrple, in 1980 
the Dene band at Hay River entered into a oontract with the department to provide a SUillller carrp 
experience for local children. This initiative rose out of an observation that our juvenile 
offenders rate seemed to go up quite remarkably each sUilll\er. Essentially kids were getting into 
trouble during their school sUillller holidays. The first SUilll\er carrp proved to be very successful in 
terms of the enjoyment it provided to the children, the local errployrnent it provided and the effect 
on the local juvenile delinquency offenre rate. In subsequent years, cauips were opened in other 
collll\Unities and during the sUilll\er of 1983 there were four different oorcmun1 ties providing surcmer 
carrps for older children and adolescents. This past year, 123 children participated in these carrps 
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for periods of two weeks to six weeks. The camps have evolved into situations that provide 
cultural and historical experience and training, exposure to traditional life, exposure to gun 
safety and water safety training, and in one case this past summer, a trip to the Universiade Games 
and a visit to the Enoch Reserve just outside Edmonton. 

Four years ago, Mr. Speaker, our home care services to the aged and handicapped were just starting. 
We now have home care or home support services in a wide number of canmunities and these are all 
provided with the involvement of local groups. In August of 1 98 0  we opened a senior citizens home 
in Fort Providence. Right now, studies about the need for nursing homes are going on in three 
communities and the architectural work is under way on the personal care and senior citizens home 
for Rae-Edzo. As soon as these planning figures are available, final work will regin on a personal 
care unit in Fort Simpson. Here in Yellowknife, the Yvr::A is negotiating a contract with our 
department to operate a personal care unit. We expect this unit will re open to accept clients 
within the next few weeks. This achievement is a direct result of the involvement arrl initiative 
of local citizens and the staff of my department. 

I have approved and just hired a co-ordinator of community corrections. One of the major tasks of 
this person will re to attempt to focus corrections into the cOI1111unities that offenders come fran, 
and prevent an increase in the severe overcrowding of our jails that we have now been experiencing. 

The other major emphasis and thrust that I have teen concerned with is the recruitment and training 
and use of northerners and the provision of services in local comnunities. As you kno,,, the 
provision of direct health services in nost communities still rests with the federal government, 
but the delivery of social services is under our control. This emphasis on recruiting and training 
northern people has resulted in approximately 60 per cent Social Services department staff  reing 
native northerners. We are no,,, seeing an increase in the number of native northerners rising into 
somewhat ITDre senior positions within the department. This is a trend that I hope continues in the 
future. 

Services Focussing On Children 

My emphasis upon using native foster and adoptive hanes for native children has borne some good 
results. Within the last year especially, there has teen much better results in finding foster 
homes and adoptive homes that are of the same cultural background as the child to re placed. I 
have also teen concerned about the lack of resources for the children in the Territories, which has 
sometimes resulted in a need to send children far fran their home co111llunities. One of the things 
that pleases me very rruch, is that during 1 981 , the first group home in the Kitikmeot area was 
opened, in Cambridge Bay. In the Baffin region, children with profound and multiple handicaps, are 
now able to stay closer to their families and home communities recause we cpened a group home for 
them in Frobisher Bay, during 1 982. We have acquired funds and started work on a major curriculum 
guide for school children to teach healthy living habits and to prevent alcohol and drug use. I 
think that services to children are a major concern and I hope this focus on services to children, 
especially on preventative and community based programs, will re carried on in the future as well. 

There are of course many other things that have happened within the Departments of Heal th and of 
Social Services, but I think that this emphasis on comnunity level involvement is a particularly 
productive one. The emphasis for many of these improvements has cane from the i;:eople of the 
Northwest Territories. The people have coped with many changes over the past several years and 
have coped well . 

I might add that my colleague from the Western Arctic mentioned -tile alcohol problem in the Delta 
and in the Beaufort region. I have been concerned for quite some time about the number of suicides 
that are occurring, not only in that region, but as well in other regions such as Keewatin. I am 
particularly concerned and personally upset as well, but I have instructed my deputy minister to 
make sure that our social workers have information about ways to help i;:eople who are very 
depressed, and ways to prevent suicides. I have also instructed my department as well to gather 
some concerned people who are professionally well trained in that area, whether it has to re from 
the other parts of the Territories, or fran down south to work with these workers in the regions, 
and in the comnunities as well, and to work with those i;:eople if necessary. I think it is very 
important that everyone in the communities works together to help to prevent these tragedies. 

i 
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In closing, Mr. Speaker, I have served this House for the past four years . Many people have 
supported me in the work that I have been doing. I thank all the Members of this House for giving 
me support . I have had .personal tragedies over the years, and with the help of my family who have 
been able to give me support and enable us to live in Yella.vknife, and I thank the people in 
Yellowknife for putting up with us for the last three years, and providing us with some good 
weather. I have not been able to go hunting as much because we do not have trees in our area, and 
I do not kna.v what is behind trees. 

I hope that we have all contributed to an improvement in the quality of life of the people of the 
North . I would like to close my comnents by saying that it has been a distinct honour to serve the 
people of the Northwest Territories, in my Executive capacity, and in particular a privilege to 
serve my people of the Kitikmeot region . I would like to thank all the members of my staff in the 
Departments of Health and of Social Services and the people whom I worked with before, in 
Government Services as well, the people that supported me and put up with me for the last couple of 
years. As well I would like to thank the Members and the staff of the Legislative Assembly office 
and you, Mr. Speaker .  I will always remember the day we went to Coppermine to go fishing and we 
did not get ITUCh further up the falls, but we did enjoy ourselves, and we enjoyed a good rest. I 
would like to thank my colleagues here in the Assembly and my fella.v Executive Council Members for 
their continued support and I might add that it is not my intention to seek re-election but to seek 
some rest and practise my cultural background more than I have done in the last past 10 years. 
Thank you, Mr . Speaker. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Tologanak . The House will recess for 15 minutes . This is the usual 
4 :00 p.m. break, this will be the only break until the supper break. 

--SHORI' RECESS 

The Chair recognizes a quorum and calls the House to order, please. Orders of the day, Item 2. 
Members ' replies . Mr. Wah-Shee . 

Mr. Wah-Shee's Reply 

HON . JAMES WAH-SHEE: Thank you, Mr . Speaker . I will make mine extremely brief because of the 
limited time period we have, Mr . Speaker. First of all, I would like to indicate that it was quite 
an experience working with a collection of characters in this House, who have been elected by their 
constituents in various areas, advocates of different activity, if I could say so. It really has 
been an experience working with all of you. I would have to say that we did not necessarily see 
eye to eye all the time, and fran time to time I would differ with my colleague from Deh Cho, and 
he would sometimes wonder where I am coming from. I may add, Mr . Speaker, that I felt the same way 
about the honourable Member when we were debating different issues. Ha.vever, I would have to say 
that during the four years that we have been working together, I find that I have come to know the 
individuals a lot better, and I have come ·to have a great deal of respect for each and every ore of 
the MLAs representing the different constituencies . 

Likewise, it has been an honour to work on the Executive Council with the confidence of the Members 
of this House . It has been quite an experience to get to kna.v ha.v the bureaucracy functions and I 
would imagine sometimes the direction we are going is not fully appreciated nor supported at times , 
when dealing with different program directions • .  However, I would have to say that it has been a 
pleasure working with all of my colleagues on the Executive and it has also been a pleasure working 
with all of you in this House, and I would hope, for those of you who cb intend to run again, that 
we will see you again in the 10th Assembly . 

Appreciation Of Support Of Staff And Constituents 

I would like to indicate my appreciation for the support of my staff in the Department of Local 
Government. As you kha.v in 1979, Larry Elkin was my deputy minister and he is the one who was very 
helpful in introducing me to the activities of the Department of Local Government . As well, I 
would like to state my appreciation of the support of my current deputy minister, Mike Moore, and 
all of the senior staff that work under him. Likewise, I would have to state my appreciation for 
all the hard work, corrmitment and time that my staff in Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional 
Development have put in over the last four years . At times, I know that their efforts are not 



- 250 -

appreciated, but as the Minister responsible for that portfolio, I have no hesitation whatsoever to 
state that it has been a pleasure work ing with them and as far as I am concerned they have 
contributed a great deal to all the work in the whole area of constitutional development and 
aboriginal claims , I will get back later on to the whole area of the claims process which I feel 
needs some clarification. 

I would like to say that it has l::een a pleasure to represent my area. As you know, the majority of 
my people in my constituency are the Dogrib tribe, which is the tril::e that I come from. I have 
enjoyed the support of the chiefs, sub chiefs, the mayors and the councillors in Rae-lac la Martre, 
Rae lakes and Snare. I have also been work ing very closely with my good friend, the Leader of the 
Elected Members en the Executive, in the Detah village and Lot 500 . 

I will not go into all these various things that have l::een taking place in my area for the last 
four years, for instance, recreational facilities, airstrips, new schools, for which I would have 
to express my appreci ation to the Department of Education. However, I will in my own way 
conmunicate all the various past activity in the last four years to my people. Obviously, Mr. 
Speaker, if there was one thing that I regret in the last four years, it is that it was not 
appropriate for me to speak in my own language, particularly in the Dogrib language because it 
would l::e more of an inconvenience to my oolleagues in this House. However, I feel that I would 
continue to speak English at this point, but hopefully in the future, there will l::e more 
arrangements made for Dene languages to l::e spoken in th is  House. I do relieve that plans are under 
way to accomnodate that. 

I would have to say we st ill desire a divisional school board in my area. We have a Rae-Edzo area 
off ice wh ich is a real improvement as far as I am ooncerned. However, the whole area of economic 
activity is something else which really requires more support, in terms of long range and 
short-term planning l::ecause, Mr. Speaker, my area . is not a megaproject area , and so there has to l::e 
sare emphasis being g iven, I believe, in the future in regard to those areas that do not have the 
advantage of being in an area where you have major development tak ing place . 

I also would have to indicate as Minister of Local Government, that there has l::een a number of 
things that we have done, which I feel are worth mentioning in the area of home-ownership, with the 
support of the Department of Local Government and with the encouragement of my colleagues on the 
Executive. This afternoon, I would hope that we would get into the whole area of reg ional and 
tribal oouncils . This again, is in response to the reg ional aspirations of the various regions at 
this time. So I look forward to goi ng  through the ordinance in that area. 

V aluable Contributions From Different Backgrounds 

I think there is a point of clarificat ion that ought to l::e made in the whole area of the claims 
process. It is unfortunate that some Members feel that as a Dene, hecause of my tackground and my 
associat ion with the Dene people, that I should not somehON be permitted to provide leadership nor 
hold portfolios in certain claims areas. This is rather unfortunate and I feel that that kind of 
thinking is rea lly contrary to my thinking because I do believe that anybody who is elected a rd  has 
the confidence of this House should be assigned any portfolio • • •  

HON . l\RIIKJLD McCALLUM :  Hear, hear ! 

HON. JAMl'.:S wAH-SHEE : • • •  unless there is a clear indication of conflict of interest and I did make 
my opinions known in this area. I do believe that once we start getting involved in the whole 
racial area in terms of what this person ought to be responsible for because of his birth, then I 
would l::e the first one to fight against that kind of thinking . I do not think that we need this 
kind of racial discrimination in these chambers particularly when we are trying to promote harmony 
in the Northwest Territories. Mr. Speaker, I must say that it has taken a lot of t ime and it has 
only been in the last four years that we have managed to have everybody =rking together, and I 
would like to see the same d i rection being continued. We have a lot to offer as Dene, Inuvialui t, 
Inuit, Metis and the others . 

---Applause 

So I do believe that we are trying to create a society which does respect each other in terms of 
language, history and we want to build upon our different backgrounds and I would hope the trend 
would continue . 
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Getting into the whole area of the claims process, I must say that the Aboriginal Rights and 
Constitutional Development Secretariat certainly was under a lot of criticism at the very beginning 
when I had taken it over · and since then the staff in the secretariat has been involved in working 
with the Nunavut Constitutional Forum, the Western Constitutional Forum, even with the Alliance, 
and so I believe that we have made a positive contribution and I look forward to seeing them make 
more contributions in the future , 

Claims Process CClTlplex 

In the whole area of claims, a lot of issues that this government has concerns about I do believe 
ought to be part of the claims process. I think that is the place where all these differences in 
terms of points of view and priorities ought to be negotiated . I do not like this approadl of 
having to wash your dirty laundry publicly in regard to the whole area of the claims process 
because I would prefer to leave that up to the negotiators of our government, leave it to the 
negotiators that represent the various claims groups. 

I think that the issues are =plex and as far as I am concerned , I get a little sick and tired of 
listening to statements being made which overly simplify the claims process. The claims process 
has been an issue with the aboriginal peoples for a very long time, and if it was such a simple 
thing, then why in hell have those claims not been settled 1 5 years ago? The reason why, Mr. 
Speaker , it has not been settled thus far is because the whole issue is really OClTlplex , it is very 
diff icult and it is really give-and-take. One group or one party in the claims process cannot say 
to another party "You are def initely doing everything in your power to work against our interest in 
this claims process. " I think a lot of it really has to do with attitudes , A lot of it really has 
to deal with the proper information be i ng fed to those people who are making decisions . I support 
the whole area of having these claims settled in a fair manner. I want to ensure that the 
aboriginal people who _ are part of the claims process are satisf ied with their claims when it OClTles 
down to the f inal agreement in pr inciple. 

Government Represents Interests Of All People 

However ,  in between, you have to allo.v flexibility and I feel that as a Member of the Executive 
Council,  I have to represent the interests of the institution of government , and it is a very 
difficult role at times. I think that it may be that the aboriginal people at large may have some 
difficulty with understanding the issues that we are raising which are in the rest interests not 
only of the government as an institution, but as representing the interests of everybody, not just 
representing the interests of one little group , but the total group. When I decided to run in 
1 979, I went in with the intention of not only representing the Dogrib tribe and my area , hut also 
providing good government for everybody. 

---Applause 

So I feel that in terms of dealing with policies and programs we have to somehow not continue to 
have this parochial perspective. I believe that the Northwest Territories is a big country. It 
goes all the way from the Mackenzie Mountains/Yukon lxlrder right all the way east into Frobisher 
Bay, fran Resolute way down i nto Hudson Bay and Sanikiluaq . So when we are dealing with 
legislation or government programs, I think these are the kinds of things we have to keep in mind . 
We cannot say, "Well, I want some fundamental changes because my little area wants that, and I will 
not agree to anything else. " There has to be a flexibility. We have to thi nk about everybody. We 
have to thi nk about the Dene , the Inuit people, the non-native people and I think that that is the 
way that I v iew government. It is not just a government for a J;Brticular group of people. So I 
feel that in  the last four years that is the perspective that I have taken , 

Most of you kno.v that I have been associated with the Dene chiefs for a long time and when I got 
into this Legislative Assembly I wanted to know a little llDre about dif ferent areas in the 
Northwest Territories. No.v I have had that opportunity the last four years and I thank yru very 
much for giving rre that opportunity to travel fran one end of the Territories to the other , I must 
say that with a collection of characters like myself and those associates of mine on the Executive 
Council, it has really been a pleasure because we have different viewpoints . In the end , it really 
comes down to what would be the best policy or the best type of program that w ill be acceptable to 
everylxldy . I think this is what we should keep in mind when we are dealing with these various 
policies in government. 
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So with that, Mr. Speaker, I must say that everythi ng else that I wanted to say was said  by not 
only ITT)! colleagues on the Executive but also ITT)! colleagues, the MIAs of this House, in thank ing the 
Legislative staff, the interpreters and last but not least I think something ought to be said in 
terms of appreciation to the Speaker as well because he has the difficult role of keeping order in 
this House. Somet imes people get overly involved with the issue emotionally, like throwing glasses 
and just about punching other associates • • •  

---Laughter 

• • •  so at times Mr. Speaker, this House may have been viewed by people who are not associated with 
this House as being a circus. Perhaps that may be, but I think that aside from that, we have done 
a great deal in the last four years and I look forward to being ass ociated with the House again in  
the next term, so  for the information of  my colleagues, I do  intend to  seek another election for my 
area. 

---Applause 

I l=k forward to seeing you all back and so thank you very much for all the support in the last 
four years. Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you , Item 2, Members ' replies. 

MRS. SJRENSEN : Go for it. 

MR. McLAUGHLIN : Go for the record. Set a new r�cord. 

MRS. :SORENSEN : Progress. 

---Laughter 

MR . SPEAKER: Is somebody moving down there? Mr. Butters. 

Mr. Butters ' Reply And Motion Of Appreciation Seconded 

HON. TOM BUTTBRS : Mr. Speaker, f irst I would like to respond briefly to remarks made by the 
honourable Member for Yellc:,,.,knife Centre before I address the motion of appreciation for the 
Commiss i oner ' s  Address. I notice that in the remarks of both the Member for Yellowknife Centre and 
the Member for Frobisher Bay that the Cruise miss ile debate was touched on during their replies, 
somewhat like a tongue returning to a vacant tooth socket. I was pleased yesterday to hear Mr. 
MacQuarrie 's supplementary remarks on the Cru ise and doubly pleased to hear him acknc:,,.,ledge that i n  
h is ITDtion, which was supported by only a very slim majority in this House, was no t  a plea for 
d isarmament, but for a construct ive negotiation and oonpromise. 

I trust that the honourable Member has been able over the past week to associate himself with the 
outpouring of shock at, and condemnat ion of, the nurder of 269 i nnocent passengers on the Korean 
Airli ne flight 007 by the Russian government. I trust when reading the statement of Soviet Foreign 
Mi nister, Andrei Grorrryko, which appeared in the Edmonton Journal yesterday to the effect that his 
government was perfectly justif ied in  shooting down the cornnercial aircraft that violated sacred 
Soviet airspace and that he experienced anger at the Russ ian leaders callousness and disregard for 
humm l ife. I trust that he and h is colleague from Frobisher Bay also had time to read the 
transcript in the recent Globe and Mail  issue of the radio transmissions of the Soviet pilots as 
they tracked the aircraft for some 4 6  minutes, observed its bli nking navigat ion lights, which is an 
i nternational signal of surrender and willingness to accept direction and orders from the track ing 
aircraft . Mr. Speaker, the suggestion fran the member for Frobisher Bay that the a ircraft was 
some type of an American spy plane -- I cannot believe that that suggestion is made in any 
seriousness by any indivUual. I would say that the military people that fly those aircraft can 
p i ck out a silhouette of thei r  c:,,.,n aircraft or an enerrry aircraft in a blink of an eye, at nighttime 
or daytime at whatever position that aircraft may be coming i n. There is no difficulty in 
determini ng the fact that that aircraft that was shot down was a oorrrnercial airliner. I hope they 
can recall as I do the cold and i nhuman confirmation that the pilot had fired his missiles and the 
target had disappeared from his radar screen. Although I still regret the position adopted by this 
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Legislature shortly after that day of infamy, I am grateful that at least I was able to vote in 
opposition to the Member 's naive and unrealistic strategy for achieving a peaceful planet. 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Hear, Hear ! 

F'inancial Information System 

HON. 1U'1 1:llJITE){S: I would also like to respond to the comments of the honourable Member for 
Yellowknife South with regard to the Financial I nformation system -- Centre, Centre, I beg your 
pardon, he did not notice I practised that shrug all night and for the last five years, but 
possibly what he would like is something that our Prime Minister has been able to do which is 
more like this -- but I do wish to speak to the matter of the Financial I nformation System, and I 
will be referring to corrments that he made because he went over, at some length, the facts which he 
saw were pertinent and important in developing his perception of what occurred . 

One of his comments is that, quote "And the reason I want to talk about it is because - I suppose, 
two reasons. A ma j or report was made, tabled in the House, yet it was never discussed by anybody . " 
Now, that is so incorrect . " It was never discussed by anybody. " The major report, as we k now, 
took some 600 man hours of the Auditor General ' s  staff and then this government went through 
the most incisive examination of its actions over the last three or four years that probably any 
jurisdiction has ever experienced. I would suggest that the public accounts corrmittee under Mrs . 
Sorensen ' s  direction and guidance, gave an exanple to public accounts committees in other provinces 
and to our House of Commons on how to conduct such an examination of the expenditure of public 
funds . Discussion -- we had it, days of it, hours of it. 

"The second reason is ",  again I am quoting the Member now, "because I think what happened in that 
whole development process is symptanatic of what can happen in yovernment with the development of 
government programs, with growth and laxity. " Well, laxity is the last word you could use to 
describe what happened with regard to that process. There were sins of anission, there were sins 
of conrnission, but there were not sins of laxity. Look at the Commissioner 's hair, it has turned 
grey in that period of time and the FIS was one of his problems that • . .  

MR. MacQUARRIE: I rest my case. 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Well, I have other things that I wish to say to this. I would also like to 
comment on a suggestion made with regard to something I had said -- "I would say that the results 
of this report show clearly that rumours circulating earlier " and this is referring to the Auditor 
General ' s  report, "were not, absolutely not ' baseless innuendo ' ,  and those words are in the 
quotation marks because they were spoken by the Minister of Finance. He chooses to believe that it 
was baseless innuendo and so stated during the recent public accounts corrmittee hearings. " The 
honourable Member, who is a professional teacher and knows how research is conducted obviously did 
not conduct sufficient research in this case . Had he done so and had he read the record of the 
public accounts cornnittee, he would have been familiar with the opening remarks of Mrs. SOrensen 
who said, "The committee is interested in getting the facts out onto the table in an open and 
orderly fashion so that we can deal with the facts and come to some conclusions with respect to the 
process that was used over the years. We are not interested in rumour and innuendo ; we are 
interested in facts . " 

Committee Presented Facts 

The words were used first by the chairman of the public accounts corrmittee, and rightfully so . In 
her letter to me, she uses the same terminology, that she is not interested in rumours and 
innuendo, she wishes to deal with facts. That is what her cornnittee dealt with. Innuendo is 
really a suggestion of an intent or a nod, and there was much baseless innuendo. There was some 
innuendo that was factual, but I believe that the public accounts cornnittee did separate the 
baseless innuendo from the facts and so presented it to us as it was tabled yesterday. This 
government does not deny that. 

we, in responding to the cornnittee ' s  recornnendations, on very few occasions could argue that the 
perception that the cornnittee had taken was incorrect or improperly based. We agreed cn many of 
the reconniendations and, in fact, most of the recornnendations that were made to government . I ,  no 
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more than you, Mr. Speaker, wish to go on and hanmer this thing to death, but I do feel that the 
question has been thoroughly examined and that possibly we can na.v bury this matter . I just wish 
to assure the Member that I did not in any way, suggest that some of the rumours and innuendo that 
were coming to his ears were baseless. 

I apologize for any time I may take over the next few minutes, but I did come into this House in 
January of 1971, as green as anybody here when they first appeared. I, like the Member for 
Frobisher Bay, went back to my early remarks and looked at what I had said at that time. I have 
not usually spoken often during the replies to the Conmissioner's Address over the last four years, 
in fact, very rarely. The reason that I have done this is because I do not believe that an 
individual should have two opportunities to speak. As Mr. Braden made quite clear, the speech from 
the throne is na.v read by a lieutenant-governor, in effect. We, the elected Executive, are the 
ones who develop those remarks, and it is odd that we should feel it necessary to reply to our a.vn 
text. Admittedly, the Commissioner puts it together, but what goes into it, goes into it with the 
approval of the elected Executive. 

Topics Raised In Seventh Assembly, 1971 

To return to 1971 very, very briefly, I just looked at some of the things that I had raised at that 
time, and I am not going to read them all out, but I would just like to refer to them. I talked 
about the northern cross-country skiers coming out of the Delta and out of the Mackenzie and it is 
heartening to see that two of those young people, Sharon and Shirley Firth, recipients of the 
Conmissioner's Award for sports, were recently recognized with a grant from this government and 
frcrn this Legislature to assist them to go and represent Canada and the Northwest Territories in 
the upcoming Winter Olympics. 

I also spoke then on the need for the decentral_ization of the government responsibility to hamlet 
Councils. I spoke on the Chumtuk radio station, and we have seen major improvement not only in the 
provision of local radio, but television as well, into the smaller cornnunities. I spoke about the 
Northern Games in Inuvik, and the Northern Games is a result of my colleague, Ms Cornoyea ' s  long 
involvement and participation and lately other people from the whole of the Arctic have been 
increasingly involved. 

I spoke of northern land use regulations and the ways to ensure multiplicity of use ; on Treaties 8 
and 11 and land claims ; on our teacher training program which had been instituted earlier by oor 
education people and which has been so developed and improved by our current Minister of 
Education . I spoke of developing a research arm of this government and under Mr. Nerysoo's 
direction and initiative, there is major progress being taken in that area. I spoke of 
implementation of the Morra.v Corrmission report. 

I talked about alcohol and the need to develop treatment centres and that has proceeded, although 
while not to the extent that one would have liked, it has proceeded in large measure ; about NCPC 
and the generation of local pa.ver ; about an airstrip for Paulatuk ; about tourism. I guess one of 
the major concerns in which I do not think we have made too much progress -- while this House and 
the previous House did recognize the need and contributed for the elderly of the Territories a 
supplementary pension alla.vance, suggested by myself in the Eighth Assembly and Mr. Evaluarjuk in 
the Ninth, there has been very, very little else done, I think, for our old age pensioners. Mr. 
Patterson and I did present briefs to the federal pension committee when it met in Yellowknife two 
days ago, and these will be tabled shortly. 

At those times we were excited and pleased because the exploration companies were meeting with us 
and wanted to meet with us. Now, it is almost the case as Ms Cournoyea pointed out, that we are 
being met with so rruch that we cannot really respond to the day to day needs of our oonmunities and 
our families. 

Mr. Speaker, it is extremely unfortunate that you will not be speaking on this occasion . Certainly 
your recollection goes back much further than mine in the area of the evolution of the Territorial 
Council. I knew you betore you were a Member of Council. I do recall meeting you on many 
occasions as you travelled through the North as a Member of the Sixth Assembly. As a Member of the 
Seventh Assembly I was always irked when Fred Henne would say that we were not a wholly elected 
Council, and that was true. While we were politicians, we were not recognized in other 
jurisdictions and in other centres as northern politicians. The politicians of those days, sir, 
were yourself, Paul Kaeser and Fred Henne. I still travel in the southern jurisdictions and people 
ask me about the political interest and the people that carried those initiatives in those early 
days. As I say, it was the m.micipal leaders of those three corrmuni ties which provided the 
Territories political dimension in the early 1970s. 
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Canposition Of Seventh Assembly 

The Seventh Assembly had 14 Members, 10 of whan were elected, four appointed. The appointed people 
ran that Council. Maybe they did so because they were selected for their knowledge and their 
expertise and their administrative ability and those people, as you will recall, were Deputy 
Commissioner Parker, there was Mr. Lemieux, there was Louis Hamelin, Air Marshal Carrpbell, and 
later Pierre Genest replaced Mr. Lemieux. The Corrrnissioner at that tirre too was not only 
Commissioner responsible for the government but he ran the Chair. He was our Speaker and I can 
recall sorre bitter, bitter arguments that we had with our Speaker of those days, and I am very 
pleased to say that the Speaker's role of today has n= become what a Speaker should be, which is a 
servant of the House, although the first and foremost of all its Members . 

The elected Members of those days and -- I might just repeat their names very briefly - were 
Willie Adams, who n= is a Senator. Nick Sibbeston was a Member at that time and I recall the shock 
to me when Nick was the first one to look at our budget and have the fortitude to delete TTDney from 
that budget. It was an interesting item because it was $7000 for a sawmill at Wrigley. I was on 
the horns of a dilerrrna because the Corrrnissioner had put it in. In those days we used to have the 
chiefs frcrn around YellONknife coming into the sixth floor of the Laing Building, or the building 
across the road, a lot TTDre frequently than they do today to see the Comnissioner, and as a result 
of one of those visits, the Wrigley chief attained $7000 for a sawmill. Nick had not been advised 
of that and Nick took it out . Interestingly enough, the next day we were travelling, because we 
used the weekends to travel to various communities, and we were travelling to Fort Simpson, and 
nobody was rrore pleased than Nick that we did not make a side trip to Wrigley. 

---Laughter 

Jim Rabesca, who represented the Rae-Lac la Martre riding ; Paul Kaeser from the Slave ; Weldy 
Phipps, who served for a couple of years and was later replaced by Paul Koolerk, represented the 
High Arctic. Lena Pedersen was from the_ Central Arctic, David Searle from Yellowknife -- they only 
had one Member at that time -- Bryan Pearson, Lyle Trimble, and myself. I just would like to say 
that this Assembly ONes :rruch to Bryan Pearson for the addition to this House of the interpreter 
service. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON : Hear, hear ! 

HON. TOM BUTTERS: Bryan Pearson was the Member who fought long and hard to ensure that 
Inuktitut-speaking Members of this House would have an opportunity to make themselves clearly 
understood by not only their colleagues but the press and anybody else who was listening. 

During those days we addressed many important issues. There were pipeline guidelines ; there was 
extraordinary funding which was not resolved until Mrs. Sorensen's finance oomnittee got it going 
again ; land claims. In 1974, the federal Minister of that time, Jean Chretien, spoke in the Elks 
Hall just down from here and indicated that the Government of canada supported the construction of 
a Mackenzie Valley pipeline. In his speech he said that, "To ensure that the terms and conditions 
do not negatively influence or affect the environment or the people, I will be naming a small 
commission to look at this matter. " 

---Laughter 

What an aftermath. 

I have been riled in the House on a number of occasions, but I was never so riled and never so 
angry as in a situation that occurred in 1973. In those days we knew exactly when the House was 
going to rise and the reason we did, I think, was because our appointed Members were on boards and 
they had to get to this meeting or that rreeting, so it was inportant that they knew that the House 
was going to rise on February 8 so they made their travel plans and could get away. 

On that particular occasion there were still sorre motions to discuss and still sorre business to  
discuss and Louis Hamelin, who sat on this side, made the mistake on the closing Friday of 
recognizing the clock. So what do you do? You recognize the clock. The Comnissioner could not 
prorogue. So everybody trotted off except the, so-called "Bush and the Barren Land Party", a small 
group in opposition of which I was a Member at that time -- and I was in opposition, you know. 
There is nothing wrong with being in opposition. It is her Majesty's loyal opposition 
responsibility to caution tJ1e governrrent; that day I cautioned the government as Ms Cournoyea and 
Mr. Pudluk and Mrs. Sorensen and Mr. MacQuarrie caution us today. So we had a number of rrotions we 
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wished to discuss. We came back on the Monday with new rules and the Canmissioner with his Mace 
was half an hour late. It is amazing to think that Comnissioner Hoogson would te half an hour late 
for a session, but he had not taken cognizance of the new rule change. So we attempted to talk cur 
motions out through the device of using information items, and because there were only five of us 
- Paul Kaeser did not get back -- we had to get somebody to take the dlair. On that day of 
prorogation, the House was prorogued with me on my feet, with my mouth open saying, "Mr. 
Comnissioner • • •  " ,  and he just shut us down, j ust shut us down . I found that the rrost difficult few 
minutes of my tirre in this Assembly. I say that about Corrmissioner Hoogson I would also say that 
when you won a battle, you won the battle. You did not have to turn around and fight it again and 
again. Yc:u got it. But yru had to earn it, and yru had to earn it with struggle and strife ard we 
did that frequently in the Seventh Assembly. 

Achievements Of The Eighth Assembly 

Mr. Pearson in that Assembly, sought to oonvince Mr . Chretien that the Eighth Assembly should have 
1 5  Members and he was successful in doing this. When the Eighth Assembly convened we had David 
Searle and Dave Nickerson representing Yellowknife; Mr. McCallum came in for Slave River, Peter 
Ernerk for the Keewatin; Don Stewart from Hay River; Mr. Wah-Shee, my colleague, came in 
representing Rae-Lac la Martre; John Steen frcm Tuktoyaktuk ; George Barnaby frcm the Great Bear 
area; Bill Lafferty fr011 the Liard aren; Bill Lyall fr011 the Central Arctic; Ipeelee Kilabuk; Ludy 
Pudluk ; Mark Evaluarjuk; Bryan Pearson and myself. I think that we were a good Council . 

A lot of people have turned their backs on us and I really appreciated the remarks of Mr. Kilabuk 
when he replaced J ames Arreak. He indicated that he was sorry that there had been ro much 
criticism of the work done by the Eighth Assembly tecause we had worked together oo-operatively and 
we made sorre changes, and I think we had made sane very productive changes. I also remember too, 
the first rrove of this House, when the work that Mr. McCallum had p..tt into the oonstitution was 
shelved, deferred and put aside . Yet he and I have had very many little smiles arx:l laughs as we 
have seen rur Executive oolleagues pulling the proposals back off the shelf again. 

---Laughter 

And I think that if you look today at Mr. McCallum ' s  report, you will find that a lot of it has 
been incorporated into what is new the policy of this government . 

I remember very well the contribution fr011 the Eastern Arctic Members. I recall one time in Rankin 
Inlet I was sitting in the chair where Mr. Pudluk sits now so ably , and was providing the 
chairmanship for the debate on education. I was rolling along "36 agreed, 3 7  agreed, 3 8  agreed " 
and Mr. Pudluk stopped me and he said, "Look at the English text that you people are reading from 
and look at the Inuktitut . "  We had about 1 0  pages and they had about 1 0  lines. Mr. Pudluk said, 
"Enough of this. I am going home. " And he went home and he took everybody with him. That was the 
end of the Rankin Inlet session . The Commissioner responded arx:l said "We will do srniethirg about 
this . We will get airplanes , we will get charters, we will go out and have these a:mnlmity 
consultations . " So I was very impressed hew one Member could change the action am direction of 
the Assembly . Mr . Pudluk did it on that occasion, and as a result, the current &lucation Ordinance 
is a much better document than it would have teen had he not interrupted and stopped us frati 
proceeding. 

I do not wish to take much time . I know that there are many other things to do, 1::ut I can 
recollect thinking back on the last House of the important work done by Mr. McCallum to change the 
Northwest Territories Act and bring into this House 22 Members . 

---Applause 

That was a labour of Hercules because nobody thought it oould happen. We oould not oonvince our 
sitting Member at that time that it should happen. Mr. McCallum, almost alone, beat his head on 
the stones of Ottawa and at the last minute , at the eleventh and a half hour, achieved that goal . 
Everybody has talked about hew successful we have been in the Ninth Assembly, but I think that the 
architect of that success is Mr. McCallum and his determination that the Assembly of the Northwest 
Territories would be 22  elected Members. 
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HON. 'IOM BUTTERS: Before I look at the 22 elected Members, I always recall when we rroved from the 
Seventh to the Eighth Assembly and there was to be a totally elected Assembly, a lot of people 
said, "Oh, by gosh, hON are you going to function without Air Marshal Campbell, without John 
Parker in there? " I do not think anybody thought that 15 characters, as Mr . Wah-Shee described 
them and us, would be able to put together any kind of a government, any kind of direction. 
HONever I think that that perception was disabused very, very quickly, as this House has d isabused 
any such perception. 

Working Together In The Ninth Assembly 

When the Ninth Assembly was elected and I sat listening to the returns on the radio that night, I 
recall saying that the problem in the past in bringing people together was that the native 
organizations, this Assembly and various other organizations were really "other voices other 
rooms" talking to themselves. If somebody told me four years ago or seven years ago that I would be 
working so closely with Mr. Wah-Shee and Mr. Nerysoo, with whan I have had in the past very strong 
disagreements in public, I remember in the Eighth Assembly when we stood behind Jake Epp at Fort 
Providence and there, on the other side of the table, was the honourable Richard Nerysoo, only at 
that time he was the vice-president of the Dene Nation. Those angers and those oppositions and 
those recriminations have disappeared. I wish to talk about my Executive Council Members in a few 
minutes, but I could not think of any more effective Members than Mr. Wah-Shee and Mr. Nerysoo to 
sit on that body. 

I would say the same words of praise as other Members have about yourself, sir, and about Mr. 
MacQuarrie when he served this House. You have both served us with objectivity and fairness and 
humour, as did David Searle before you . .  

Again, my thanks to the Conmissioner for the very effective advice and counsel I have always 
received fran him. When I first met him he was the mayor of Yellowknife and a member of the 
Carrothers Commission. Also to the Deputy Corrrnissioner, whose administrative rroxie probably is 
unrivalled in the north country. He is a top-flight administrator and my association with him has 
been one of admiration at his ability to put things together and make the wheels go round. I too 
would thank our interpreters who have given the House so much assistance and understanding over the 
past 10 years. To the Clerk ' s  office -- they have been always supportive and not only 
ever-supportive but most efficient. Mr. Remnant and Mr. Hamilton and the staff in the office on 
the second floor ; and Marie Coe, as Mr. McLaughlin rrentioned, in the Hansard cperation. 

Appreciation Of Support From Staff 

Too, I would like to recognize the civil servants, the staff who have worked for rre. I am grateful 
for the support and assistance received by me from Mr. Nielsen in the Department of Finance and 
Mr. Nelson, the corrptroller general ; Mr. Quirke in Government Services and Mr. Bowyer in Personnel ; 
Bob Stewart and Lew Voytilla in the Financial Management Secretariat. They have been most 
supportive as have many other civil servants with whom I have come in contact. 

Ministerial Government 

One thing I should say, though. In every situation, the incoming elected Member has had to 
overcome the type of empire that existed earlier where the Commissioner was everything. I can 
recall when, at the end of the Eighth Assembly, we had a meeting called "Directions for the 80s " . 
As I recall, Mr. Mccallum and I were there, but we did not say very much . The words were said by 
the officials and the bureaucrats and the senior civil servants. There is nothing wrong with that 
because these are dedicated people, but during this session they have learned that one of the major 
directions for the 1980s was ministerial government, and ministerial government requires that they 
take orders from the · elected people who will have to be responsible for their actions . They have 
accepted this, I would say, very, very well. It has not gone always easily. I am quite sure, and 
while I have not heard, but I am quite sure that each of my colleagues has had to sit down and 
tell their senior people exactly where their direction and their orders were coming from. They 
have accepted that, and I think that ministerial government in the Northwest Terri tori es is alive 
and well. I think this is a major legacy which we pass on to the Members of the 10th Assembly and 
the eight people who will serve on the Executive Council of that Assembly. 
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I would like to briefly thank the people on my personal staff ;  Audrey Billing, who has served ITE as 
my secretary for many years ; and my executive assistants, Betty Brewster f irst and Jeanne 
Brezinski ,  who served this Assembly with dedication and eff iciency for many years. I recall my 
shock to learn on her trag ic death that we d id not then have a requirement to make smoke detectors 
mandatory in leased apartments. That aniss ion has now teen corrected by legislation, but at what a 
cost. And last, I would thank Phyllis Sar-tor who I have been able to second frClTl the Financial 
Management Secretariat and who has been very helpful to ITE, providing rre with financial skills and 
her knowledge. 

Member-s Of The N inth Assembly 

I would like to just close by speak ing about the Members of this House. I would start with you, 
Mr. Speaker-, as a Member-, because often we for-get that you are a Member r-epresenti ng a 
constituency, the constituency of Hay River. Not only have ycu served us well as Speaker, but you 
have served your constituents well as a Member of this House and as a Speaker-. I regret the fact 
that your- role has nav pr-evented you fran providing your most singular perception of the North and 
its people. Before I sat in this House, I frequently witnessed you in action and I always enj oy 
l istening to ycu speak, because if there is any man whose name is "Mr. Common Sense ", it is D'.)n 
Stewar-t , I have missed your- contribut ions to this House these last two year-s. 

Mr. Evaluarjuk for Foxe Basin: I made his acquai ntance in the Eighth Assembly and on CXJT1JT1ittees 
and caucus. I have found him a very, very wise man, truly a leader- of his people and one who 
should always be listened to, for example, his remarks just today are indicative as he pointed cut 
that Inuktitut-speaking Member-s coming to this House require more than the services of the 
interpreter-s --they also require researchers who can provide suppor-t and back-up, written and 
oral. I am surprised that we have never thought of this before; it is a major over-sight. 

Mr. Arlooktoo I met for the firnt tiITE when this Assembly convened and he tco has r-epresented h is 
constituents well . I admire his pers istence, because I had hear-d about the airpor-t requirement. in 
Lake f-lar-bour. When I went to Lake Har-bour, I was surprised to see that on one end of the air  
strip it  dropped off into the sea it  seemed and the other end it  went up into a rrountain. So  I 
just was never- sure exactly ho,, Mr- . Wah-Shee was going to extend that airport and I am st ill not 
sure. What I have vis ions of now, in Lake Harbour, is a mountain with a hole in it. We will see 
what DPW will work o ut . 

---Laughter 

Ipeelee Kilabuk, I f i r-st met as a Member of the Eighth Assembly and is a man of gr-eat humanity and 
s incer-e affection for, not only his o,,n people, but all human kind. My association with him has 
been most valuable and memorable. 

Dennis Patterson, I cannot tell you ho,, happy I was when he becarre Minister- of Education. 

---Laughter-

---Applause 

I remember taking it, in that chair- hour after hour fran the Hon. Dennis Patterson, Nick Sibbeston 
and Ms Cour-noyea, and I was so del ighted when he took over that portfolio. I admit that he has 
made a number- of changes, that he did, tut it sure quieted him down. 

---Laughter 

As they say if ycu want to turn a radical or r-ebel into a conservative, ycu give him a little 
responsibil ity. Now we gave the Minister- of Education a lot of respons ibility and I do not think 
ther-e is a bus ier man, J ohn Munro included, in getting things done. While you may move as quickly 
as J ohn Munro, at least you wr-ite your o,,n letter-s, which I do not think the Minister does. But it 
has been an experience to work with you, not only in the House but on the Executive Ccmnittee. 

I should just talk about the Executive Ccrnmittee for- a minute. Not only is this Assembly a 
consensus Assembly, so is our- Executive Canmittee, and as Mr-. Wah-Shee intimated, some of the 
arguments we have on that committee are very f iery and very heated, but when the coals are r-educed 
to ashes, we do as he said, develop a consensus approach which is in the test interests of all 
northern people. 
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Ludy Pudluk, as I have rrentioned, has been very ef fective in rrany ways. It does not take much for 
him to turn the career of an Assembly around by sayirYJ just a few words and it begins to veer of f, 
or as I say, prorogues and goes home; but Ludy has been a very effective Member of this Assembly. 
I am sorry that I have not been able to do anythirYJ with NCPC, but I do not kno,.i of anybody that 
can do anything with NCPC, including Keith Penner. 

Moses Appaqaq -- I first rret Moses when he came from Sanikiluaq. I am just CElighted that Mr. 
Evaluarjuk persisted and pursued the requirement to have the Belcher Islands, Sanikiluaq, 
represented in this Assembly. It was an excellent decision and the Member from that canmunity has 
been an excellent representative, and my association with him has been most valuable . 

Kane Tologanak - I have known Kane for a long time. Believe it or not, he took pictures for me at 
one time for The Drum, I knew him as a student. I guess this is one of the things in my experience 
in the North, that I am pleased about is to see, that the people I knew as students have no,.i taken 
over the positions that were once occupied by federal civil servants, by territorial civil 
servants, and are nav in charge of those departments and in charge of those programs. When I first 
came to the Delta, Mr. Nerysoo was going into grade one • • •  

---Laughter 

• • •  and I could not find a more brilliant analytical mind, I think in any political arena, than Mr. 
Nerysoo 's  when he brings it to a problem or a task. And Mr. Tologanak too has brought his many 
talents to the Executive Committee, and we wish him well in the years ahead and trust that after a 
sojourn on the land he might once again yearn for colour television and flush toilets and various 
other things that are part of the Yellowknife milieu. 

Ms Cournoyea and I have known each other for rrany, many, many years. In fact, I have known Nellie 
probably longer than any other Member. v.e do not exactly see eye to eye on many things and have 
never probably seen eye to eye on rrany _things, but I would hope that she reciprocates with me the 
very deep respect that I have for her. You cannot get a harder-working Member anywhere. Tough, 
yes; rough around the edges, but Nellie has always been that way, tecause she knows that is the way 
you get things done, and has, as I say, never been a fraid of hard work. I can recall when Nellie 
ran the radio station, with about l L or 1 4  people . Occasionally they would go on strike and that 
station was operating 1 8  hours a day. Well, they would te out on strike for 1 8  hours a day for a 
week and Nellie Cournoyea would be running that station alone . Nellie Cournoyea takes a back seat 
to nobody when it comes to work. 

Tagak Curley -- I have knavn Tagak for many years and I was delighted when he came into this House 
and livened it  up . As Mrs. Sorensen found, he brought into this House parliamentary rebate. I 
believe one of the press went over to Mrs. Sorensen one time and said "My, was he not insultirYJ, 
always gibing at you, gibing at you! " She said, "What? That is the greatest thing that has 
happened, " and it was the greatest thirYJ that has happened to our debates. The liveliness of this 
Assembly to a large extent is the result of the appearance here of Tagak Curley, his sense of 
humour and his punch, punch, punch until he achieves his objective, and when ycu meet him outside 
the ropes after he has thumped you or you have thumped him, there is a big smile and a shake of his 
hand. 

Gordon Wray -- I knew Gordon when he was an opponent of this system. Although he was an opponent 
of the system, he was a most charming one. 

AN OON. MEMBER: Charming? 

HON. IDM BUTTERS: Yes, he was, yes and he still is charming. But I think too of his predecessor, 
William Noah, and William Noah is a perfect example, I think, of the yourYJ man who went out and got 
his education at all costs. When I came into the Territories, only 45 per cent of the young people 
of school age were in schools. William Noah, as I recollect, was not one of those who had the 
advantage of the school system, so he went and he got an education on his avn as rrany, many people 
at Baker Lake and the Keewatin did. There is a strorYJ esprit oo corps; especially amorYJ the people 
of the Keewatin  who went to the Churchill school. It was tough and it was rough, but by God they 
are proud to have gone through it and been part of it, because they kno,.i that it left them able to 
meet the challenges of today and tomorrow. So we have had good representation from Baker Lake, 
both Mr. Wray and his predecessor, William Noah. 
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Nick Sibbeston, as I have mentioned, I have known m:my years . After removing the $7000 f ran cur 
estimates in about 1 972, he went away and became the first Dene lawyer in the Northwest 
Territories, and his oontribution to the House has always been thoughtful,  and not exact ly welcome 
sometimes, because he has a tendency to stick ycu wherever he can but he has been an effective 
Member for the last 1 2 years . 

Bob Sayine • • •  

AN OON . MEMBER: Who? 

HON . TlJM BLJITERS: Bob Sayine • • •  

---Laughter 

• • •  is now, I know, welcoming and hosting the Dene Nat ion in Fort Resolution . I do thank Bob for 
his advioe and assistanoe in the past . Admi ttedly, a lot of that was due to the sawmill which 
turned 11¥ hair grey, and I see Mr . Mccallum has got rid of that . 

Arnold McCallum -- I have mentioned how important his contribution was in the previous Assembly of 
this House . We kno,,, that he is a very earnest and active Member and he is carrying a load that 
probably no other Minister in Canada in any jurisdiction has to carry wi th his portfolios of 
Economic Development and Public �vorks and the Housing Corporation . He is doing an excellent job, 
and it is a portfolio oombination which I suggested to the Canrnissioner when I became one of the 
Members ot the Execut ive Council . 

James Wah-Shee -- I spoke earlier about J ames and his talents, and James is probably, of any Member 
of the Executive Committee, the most articulate . · He has the ability to synthesize the ethos around 
him, the environment around him, the oral environment and put it into simple, understandable 
language, as he did just a few minutes ago when he spoke of the responsibil ity of Members not to 
represent a par.ticular ethnic group or a particular viewpoint, but to represent the interests of 
all people of the Northwes t Territories . No statement of mine could  better describe that abil ity 
that he has as than the remarks that he made a few minutes ago . 

l;eorge Braden and I have not always been on as good terms as we are now . I remember George as a 
worker for Bud Drury and I can recall a long, heated debate with George, on an aircraf t  when we 
flew over to BRC, on the merits of this Assembly and I think that both of us s inoe that time have 
learned a little more . I think that George has agreed that maybe the system is not as t::ed as it 
seemed and with a few changes it could be a lot more effective .  Well, changes have occurred and it  
is more effective . I thank George for his co-operation in many areas and many things and the 
leadership that he has provided to the Executive Comnittee as Leader of the Elected Executive . Not 
only has it been valuable to this Assembly, but it has been extremely valuable to the Executive, 
and while the Commissioner sits i n  that chair, we kno,,, that his influenoe on the decisions that are 
made are no 11Dre than any other Member, and that you, Mr . Braden, provide a lot of the leadership 
and guidanoe in the Executive Council . 

Mr . Nerysoo -- I have spoken of the fine ability he has to manage as a Minister and this government 
has been indeed fortunate that he has served as a Member of the Executi ve Council for Renewable 
Resources and for Energy . There have been major strides made in those portfoliCE and the credit 
goes to him . He suggests that in the beginning he was helped by maybe Mr . McCal lum and I and 
others ; well, that is not exactly true . Richard is a very quick student and he required very, very 
little guidance and instruction . 

Mr . McLaughl in -- Pine Point has had a good representative in Mr . McLaughlin. I was a little sorry 
that he did not recall the time, sorre rrany years ago, when I was Minister of Education ard early 
one Saturday morning because there had been, either a pyroghy pa rty or something the night before, 
and I phoned him up to say his school had burned down -- it was the Cornnissioner 's Ball -- what is 
a Conmiss ioner ' s  Ball? That is right . I phoned him up to say his school had burned cbwn and would 
he corre with rre to Pine Point? He was a little slo,,, getting out of bed that JT10rning, but we did go 
and I am pleased to have been part of the Executive Canmittee that did move to restore that school 
to i ts present completion . 

Mrs . Sorensen, from Yellowknife -- we have always had able representatives fran this conrnunity in 
my experience . David Searle and Dave Nickerson, and in George Braden, Lynda Sorensen and Bob 
Mac()uarrie, the comnunity has had excellent representation • • •  
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AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear ! 

HON. IDM BlJITERS: • • •  and I can understand Mr. Curley sayi ng in the debate on Yellowknife needi ng 
a fourth seat that it is not numbers that count ; it is the quality of the material that they 
contribute to this House, and the quality of the material that Yellowknife has contributed has been 
excellent. I do not kn= of any Member that, in ITT{ experience, has done the researcn that Mrs. 
Sorensen has done. You cannot top her for going to the bottom of the problem and digging cut all 
the facts, analysing and collati ng and ccrnpilirx;i those facts, and presenting them in a very simple 
way. My association with her on the standing committee on finance has been very rewarding and 
valuable and we have attempted to put into place many of the things she and her ccmnittee have 
asked for. 

MRS. ffiRENSEN: Do you want to work on ITT/ campaign? 

HON. IDM BUTI'ERS: I am doing that right now. 

---Laughter 

The reason we have done this  is because we know that the reccrnmendations of your ccmnittee have 
been most reasonable and wise. Let me tell you that when I say, "Look, Lynda Sorensen wants this 
or Lynda Sorensen is looking for that, or Lynda Sorensen is after this, " the civil servants jump. 
They kn= that the material they present for you and your ccrnmittee has to be the best possible. 

Bob MacQuarrie -- I have a lot of respect for Bob. As I say, I was sorry that he found the Office 
of Speaker restricting to him, because he did give us excellent guidance as Spea ker. As a Member 
of the House, he has, I can understand, an opportunity to make many contribution.s and has done so 
ably and well over the past three years. It mattered not whether he stood alone or stood with 21 
others ; he made his points and he made them exceedingly well and took the vote as it carre or went. 

I much regret that Pete Fraser, the Member for Mackenzie Great Bear, is not in the House. I met 
Pete before the Eighth Assembly. Pete is another very practical man. There is not very much you 
can tell Pete about the bush or about hOIJ to get from A to B, or hOIJ to make things work. Pete 
always had a laugh or a quip or a joke and the only thing he never did was tell political jokes, 
and I guess the reason for that is he knew that too many got elected or re-elected or whatever. 

Challenge Of Division 

I just have a fcW words on the next Assembly. The challenge that we are leavi ng  the next Assembly 
is a monumental one. It is the challenge of division. We have pointed the way, tut we have not 
done much more than that, and the 24 Members of the next Assembly will have their work cut out for 
them from the day they arrive. I trust that they will not be torn asunder by division, hy an 
argument on the boundary, with pulling and pushirx;i so that that House divides 11 to 11, so that 
that House does not agree to the directions to be taken. That House will have to address division, 
and it will be a monumental task. So I guess with those remarks I would say that we leave to them 
a task that is incomplete, and I am sure that we all wish to the next Assembly the strength and the 
wisdan and the dedication to continue and canplete many of the initiatives that were begun by the 
Ninth Assembly and previous Assemblies. Thank you. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you for your kind words, Mr. Butters. Members ' replies. 
counted right, that is it. Item 3, the third item on your agenda, oral questions. 

ITEM NO. 3: ORAL QUESTIONS 

Question 3 9-83 (2): Funding For Alcohol Project, Rankin Inlet 

I believe if I 
Mr. Wray. 

MR. WRAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A question for the Minister of Health and Social Services. 
Could the Minister please inform me as to whether or not the Sappu j j it alcohol project in Rankin 
Inlet is at the point n= that because of a shortage of funds it is going to have to close its 
doors? If this is the case, could the Minister tell me what he intends to do about it to ensure 
that there is a continuation of this project, particularly in the conmunity of Rankin Inlet? Thank 
you. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Mr . Tologanak. 

Return To Question 3 9-83 ( 2 ) :  Funding For Alcohol Project, Rankin Inlet 

HON . KANE 1DI.U;ANAK: Mr . Speaker , at the meeting of the Alcohol and Drug Co-ordinating Council in 
F'ebruary, they approved projects in excess of $1, 081, 000 .  This represented an overccmnitment of 
$74, 000 . Consequently, in order to treat all a:xnmunities equally, contracts for all projects 
including Sappujjit, were only signed for the period ending December 31 rather than the full fiscal 
year . Once an evaluation of mid-year variance reports is canpleted and amounts lapsed by the 
projects in the previous fiscal year are recovered, we will te ahle to assess exactly hew mu.ch 
contribution funding remains and it will be allocated proportionately retween all projects , 
including Sappujjit . 

MR. SPEAKER: Oral questions . Ms Cournoyea . 

Question 40-83 ( 2 ) :  Plans For Legislative Assembly Building 

MS COUl<NOYEA: Mr. Speaker, I do not kno,i exactly where to direct this question so I will just 
direct it to the Leader of the Executive . It is just a clarification . I am wondering if we could 
be told if there are sare active plans being pursued to design and construct a Legislative Assembly 
building . 

MR . SPEAKER: Possibly Mr . McCallum as the Member sitting on MSB rnight prefer to answer that 
question , or would you care to handle it , Mr . Braden? 

HON . GEORGE BRADEN: I was just going to suggest ,  Mr. Speaker, that someone fran the Management and 
Services Board would be the appropriate individu�l to respond , given that it is the Management and 
Services Board that is responsible for the various services, including accommodation, that are 
provided for the Legislative Assembly . 

Return To Question 40-83 ( 2 ) :  Plans For Legislative Assembly Building 

HON . ARNOW McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker , just as a Member of the Management and Services Board , as Mr . 
Braden has indicated , that Management and Services Board is responsible for accommodation , not only 
of the Legislature, the actual rreeting place , but obviously for a numher of other accommodat ion 
services for Members as well . In all of these things we are new into an arrangement with this 
hotel at present . We would be somewhat remiss not to start thinking in terms of what may be 
required in the future; but we are not , as the Management and Services Board , at the present time , 
in negotiation with anybody to build a new building . We are not in any kind of negotiat ions with 
anybody. We are dealing with the present owner as to what may be required in order to house 25  
people and the staff  of the Clerk ' s  of fice who are now housed in the smaller building down from the 
Laing Building, which may not be able to look after and care for the number of personnel that are 
within the Clerk ' s  office , if you like . 

MR. SPEAKE!{: oral questions. Mr . Wray. 

Question 41-83 ( 2 ) :  Phase Two Of Baker Lake Hamlet Office 

MR . WRAY: Thank you , Mr . Speaker .  A question for the Minister of Local Government or DPW, I am 
not too sure which one . The new hamlet o f fice in Baker Lake is presently under construction 
and there is now a realization that the new hamlet office which we have not even moved into yet is 
too small , and that walls are no,i having to be knocked out to make more off-season and storage 
spaces . Would the Minister please inform me if phase two of this  project , which I believe was in 
danger of being cancelled , is going to be on stream for next year , given the fact that we just 
spent �600 , 000 on an office wh ich is too small? Thank you . 

MR. SP1':I\KER: Mr . Wah-Shee . 

HON . JAMES WAH-SHEE: Mr .  Speaker , I do not have the information right at this rroment, but what I 
will do, Mr. Speaker ,  is give a written reply directly to the honourable Member . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Oral questions . Mr . Tologanak . 
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Question 4 2-83( 2) : current Status Of Adlair Aviation Limited 

HON , KANE 1DLOGANAK: Thank you, Mr , Speaker. My question is directed to the Hon . Tom Butters, 
Minister of Government Services. Would the Minister be good enough to advise rre as to the current 
status of Adlair Aviation Limited? As he is aware, Mr. Laserich's licence has teen cancelled, but 
I am given to understand that there have been further meetings in Ottawa with a view to extending 
Adlair's licence, at least until the appeal date in September. I would appreciate an update on the 
situation. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Butters. 

Return To O-iestion 42-83( 2) : Current Status Of Adlair Aviation Limited 

HON. 'D'..X'1 BU'ITERS: Mr. Speaker, I thank the honourable Member for giving me notice of the 
question. I noticed that the News/North today in paragraph two says, "Unofficially, the licence 
cancellation order, in effect since August 17, is likely to be lifted today pending a full inquiry 
into the company's affairs. " And later on the story indicates -- which I think is the true 
situation, "ATC has inforrred News/North that the cancellation of Laserich 's licence will stand 
until the appeal is =ncluded. A stay of execution is unlikely. " As a result of the news story, 
we checked to confirm just what the current position was, and we have a few moments ago received 
the following wire: "Licence No. ATC-3086/80 (c) was cancelled by order number 1983(a) 364 as of 
August 17, 1983. Adlair Aviation Limited has no authority to operate a conrnercial air service. A 
reply to your  request =ncerning class seven services will be mailed. " 

At the request of the Member and of Mr. Laserich, I did phone Mr , I.evaillant, the secretary of the 
Air Transport Commission, and indicated to him much the same argument that was provided by Mr. 
Tologanak for maintaining that operator's licence in the Central Arctic: that he has provided and 
provides an extremely ircportant service to all people ; and I pointed out that there was a need to 
ensure that that service would not be jeopardized. There is some problem, though, with regard to 
the corcpany's current financial status. The CTC apparently does not knOtJ whether the company is in 
receivership or, if it is in receivership, with whom they should be speaking. So there would 
appear to be some questions in that regard. I felt on discussing the • • •  (Power failure) 

--Applause 

• • •  they would look favourably on some action or some means to get an adequate answer fran the 
receiver or the =rcpany's owners, and they are attercpting to do that at the present time. 

MR , WRAY: See? You should not say bad things about NCPC? 

MR. SPEAKER: Is it your wish that we =ntinue? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed , 

MR. SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes a quorum and calls the House back to order. We were on oral 
questions. Item 4, written questions. Are there any written questions? Mr. Appaqaq. 

ITEM NO. 4 :  WRITTEN QUESTIONS 

Question 43-83( 2) : Tests For Hepatitis "B" ,  Sanikiluaq 

MR. APPAQAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is directed to the Minister of 
Health and Social Services. You have written to the mayor of Sanikiluaq last year stating that the 
residents of Sanikiluaq were to be tested to find out if they had been in contact with hepatitis 
"B". This summer, we were informed that the doctor =uld not make it to Sanikiluaq due to lack of 
money and that Sanikiluaq was considered t= far away. I will be asking the Minister of Health and 
Social Services if he =uld be of assistance financially so that this doctor will be able to =me 
to Sanikiluaq so the residents could be tested for hepatitis "B" and I would also like you to write 
a letter to the mayor of Sanikiluaq. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Appaqaq. Written questions. Item 5 ,  returns. Are there any 
returns? Mr. Braden. 
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ITEM NO , 5: RETURNS 

Return To Question 10-83(2): RCMP Officer For Hall Beach 

HON. GEDRGE BRADEN: I have two returns. One is concerning a return to written Question 10-83( 2) 
asked by Mr, Evaluarjuk. In response to the Member's written question concerning the RCMP officer 
at Hall Beach, I wish to inform him that the RCMP are unable to post an officer in the comnunity 
due to lack of suitable housing. Initiatives are continuing between this government and the RCMP 
to atterrpt to find accomnodation for the officer ; ha...,ever, the RCMP have indicated that they will 
not have funds in place for housing for some time to come. 

Return To Question 13-83( 2): Increase In Maximum Claim, Small Claims Court Procedure 

I also have a return to oral Question 13-83 ( 2), asked by Mrs. Sorensen. In response to the 
Member's oral question with regard to the proposed increase of the monetary jurisdiction of the 
small claims court from $ 500 to $3000, I am pleased to inform the Member that the rules comnittee 
of the territorial court has for sane time been involved in a complete review of the rules of that 
court and has completed its deliberations. It is contemplated that later this fall the rules 
comnittee will be able to present to the Comnissioner a corrplete set of rules of procedure for the 
territorial court, including new forms for small claims court procedure and request the 
CCTm1issioner's approval of such rules in accordance with the Territorial Court Ordinance and 
further requesting the Comnissioner to pass regulations raising the monetary jurisdiction of small 
claims court to the sum of $3000. 

---Applause 

MR. SPEAKER : Thank you , Are there any further returns? Mr. Nerysoo. 

Response To Petition 5-83(1) From Sanikiluag 

HON. RICHARD NERYSCD: Yes, Mr. Speaker , This is a response to Petition 5-83(1), presented by Mr. 
Appaqaq on May 16, 1983 on behalf of the Sanikiluaq Hunters and Trappers Association. 

The Wildlife Ordinance and regulations were made to protect animal populations for use and 
enjoyment by people no.., and in the future as well as to allow for hunting and trapping when pelts 
are prime and marketable , These laws were developed in consultation with hunters and trappers 
associations with the intent of managing wildlife for the economic benefit of the residents of the 
North. There was no intent of making laws that would affect the livelihood of hunters and 
trappers. The government cannot consider this request for corrpensation. The government, however, 
can work with the people of Sanikiluaq to develop other means of earning a living during that time 
of year when fox pelts and polar bear skins have no value , Unemployment insurance coverage is only 
available to those persons who are employed and contribute to the premiums, or to certain classes 
of self-employment, or to employed persons who pay the premiums on their a...,n , Hunters and trappers 
do not pay premiums ; therefore, they are not eligible for unemployment insurance benefits. 

Return To Question 26-83(2): Reimbursement For Pangnirtung HTA 

Mr , Speaker , I have another return. It is a reply to written Question 26-83( 2) asked by Mr. 
Ipeelee Kilabuk on the issue of the hunters and trappers association requiring reimbursement for 
the refitting of a longliner. The Department of Renewable Resources determined that the cost of 
refitting and maintaining the longliner Qasiqiaq in a seaworthy condition was in excess of its 
value to the department, therefore, recommended disposal through normal channels. Last July the 
Pangnirtung Hunters and Trappers Association expressed a strong desire that the boat be turned over 
to them , They assured the department that they had sufficient funds to put the boat in operating 
condition and were prepared to accept it as is, where is and with no funding. They felt that the 
boat would provide sufficient revenue through hauling contracts for outpost camps and transporting 
soapstone , The Department of Renewable Resources recommended to Government Services that they turn 
over the vessel to the HTA as is. 

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Are there any further returns? Mr. Butters. 
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Return To Question 2-83 (2 ) : Assessment Of Small Businesses By Revenue Canada 

HON , 'IDM BUITERS: Mr. Speaker, I feel I should respond to Mr. MacQuarrie ' s  Question 2-83 ( 2 ) ,with 
regard to the taxation of northern benefits to the extent that I can before we rise , 

This infonnation I received through my staff fran Mr. Ken Farmer, chief of verifications and 
collections, and I believe it will be in our hands in writing in the very near future , All 
benefits provided by employees in the North are subject to CPP and UI. Furthermore, any benefits 
not covered by the IT'Oratorium are taxable. The IT'Oratorium covers only the following tenef its : 
low-cost housing benefit, subsidized housing allowance, and travel assistance payments where the 
benefit is received or the allowance is paid in an isolated post . Mr. Farmer advised that his 
auditors found situations where the employer was providing subsidized utilities. Since it is not 
covered by the IT'Oratorium, the value of this benefit is taxable. Other benefits that would be 
taxable are subsidized food costs, personal use of canpany vehicles, subsidized heating oil, etc. 
Therefore, any business beginning a benefit package after November 13, 1981, which was the date of 
the announcement in the House by Mr. MacEachen of the moratorium, is not covered by the moratorium 
and such benefits provided are taxable , There is no requirement that the benefit has to be 
pursuant to a union or a collective bargaining agreement to be covered by the moratorium. 

MR, SPEAKER: Are there any further returns? Mr. McCallum. 

Return To Question 30-83 (2 ) :  Copyrights On Inuit Art 

HON , ARNOW McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I have a return to oral Question 30-83 ( 2 ) , asked by the Member 
for r'oxe Basin, regarding the copyrights for Inuit artists and their products. At the outset, I 
want to say to the Member that I knew of his concern ; he has raised it before and I want to assure 
him that the department and the government share the same concerns. Imitation carvings which look 
to sane people like Inuit carvings are being sold , However, unless these fake carvings are 
advertised or labelled as Inuit carvings, there is no legal recourse. Individual carvings cannot 
be copied, so if copies of an artist 's  work were being marketed , legal action could be taken , 

Inuit Tapirisat of Canada have recently canpleted a study of this problem , However, I have not, 
nor has to my knowledge the government, received a copy of that report. As rrost sales of these 
particular products occur in the South and as there are Inuit people as well wlx> live in Quebec, 
the matter up to now has been dealt with by the I nuit and Indian Affairs division of the Department 
of I ndian and Northern Affairs. If copyrights were to be obtained for these works of art or for 
the crafts, it is my belief that it would be an international matter and there may be something 
then that would require federal involvement . So I guess, Mr. Speaker, I cannot at this particular 
time indicate to the Member that we can do anything, but we are concerned and we are trying to kP.ep 
a watch over it. 

Return To Question 3 4-83 (2 ) :  Pranotion Of Fishing Industry I n  Eastern Arctic 

Mr. Speaker, I have a further return to ·a question asked by the Member for Keewatin South, but 
since the Member is not here may I simply table it at this time? 

---Agreed 

As the Member will be aware, the Northwest Territories is forced at the present time to market the 
major portion of its freshwater fish through the . Freshwater Fish Marketing Board. We have in the 
past attempted to get exemption fran this requirement, however have mt been successful to this 
point in time , At the present tirre my department is undertaking a study of the current nee<is of 
fishermen and the fishing industry in the North. This updated information will t;e used to develop 
future policy in this area. This study will include the eastern part of the Northwest Territories 
as well as the West. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any further returns? Mr. Wah-Shee. 

Return To Question 6-83 (2 ) : Non-Native Representation In Municipal Affairs 

HON. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Mr . Speaker, I have a return to written Question 6-83 (2 ) ,  asked hy Mr. 
MacQuarrie on August 3 1, and it is in regard to the non-native representation at the municipal 
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level in the Northwest Terri tories. I am pleased Mr. MacQuarrie has raised this matter tecause it 
is an important issue that is causing some concern with the Executive Council and with many of the 
communities in the Mackenzie Valley. 

There are some corrrnunit ies in the West , Mr . Speaker , which do not have municipal councils or 
organized settlement councils .  In some of these cOITTnunities ,  the Government of the Northwest 
Territories has recognized the rand council  as a body which can deliver municipal serv ices to the 
residents and accept some of the other responsibilities which normally fall to a settlement or 
municipal counci l. This has teen done tecause it is impract ical in some cases to establish a 
separate council and local government administrat ion which occas ionally is more divisive than a 
unifying force in the corrnnunity. 

The coIT111unities where the department recognizes the rand counci l  as the ccmmunity government are 
the following:  Snowdr i f t ,  E'ort Liard , Wrigley, Arctic Red River and Snare Lake. The ef fect of 
this arrangement has in some cases led to complaints from non-native residents that the ir interests 
are not being properly represented. Generally the canplaints have not been about municipal 
services but about lack of proper representation at the local level. Mr. Speaker , I recognize this 
s ituat ion exists in a few cOITTTiunities ,  and I am concerned about i t ,  wh ich is why we have begun work 
on a new piece of legis lation -- the local government ordinance -- which is intended to prov ide a 
solution to these problems. 

I am hopeful , Mr. Speaker , that the ideas wh ich were outlined in the discuss ion paper "Des ign for 
Devolution" will  make it possible for a democratic form of local (_J)Vernment to te establ ished in 
corrmunities which will respect and preserve the band counci ls as important i nst i tutions and at the 
same time ensure that every res ident has a vote and is entitled to run for off ice in the canmunity 
government , subject to certain res idency requirements. 

I realize that this is a tall order , Mr . Speaker , · but my department is working with the Dene Nat ion 
and with comnunity representatives to find the solution. In fact , a meeting of representatives of 
community councils and the Dene Nat ion will hope fully be held in the next fe.v weeks to continue 
discussion on this issue and to advise me on how best to deal with this issue in the proposed local 
government ordinance. As far as I am concerned , this is a fundamental problem wh ich must te solved 
before local governments can make any more progress in the Mackenzie Valley. How successful we are 
will te apparent , Mr. Speaker , when the next Legis lat ive Assembly canes to cons ider the proposed 
local government ordinance. In the interim , Mr. Speaker , my department is act ively working with 
son-e communities toward developi ng spec i f ic community agreements on the establishment of a form of 
local government which will ensure the participation of all residents in the running of their local 
governments. 

I think one point is important to make on this subject and that is that all munici pal councils 
established under the current Municipal Ord inance are elected accord ing to the provis ions of the 
ordinance , which allows every res ident who has l ived in the cOITTTiunity for six months to run for 
of f ice or vote in the municipal election. The issue that Mr. MacQuarrie has raised is in large 
part due to the lack of su itable legislation for local governments in the Mackenz ie  V a.lley. Thank 
you . 

MR. SPE:AKlli : Thank you , Mr. Minister. Returns . That appears to conclude returns for today . Item 
6 ,  Ministers ' statements . Mr. Patterson . 

ITEM NO. 6 :  MINISTERS ' STATEMENTS 

Minister ' s  Statement On DIAND Vocational Training Section , Ottawa 

HUN. DBNNIS PATTERSON : Thank you , Mr. Speaker. Concerning the Department of Indian and Northern 
Affairs vocational tra ining section in Ottawa , I have just received information from the Minister 
of Indian Af fairs and Northern Development that it has been decided that the closure of the 
vocational training section in Ottawa should te deferred to the end of the calendar year to prov ide 
further examination of the situation. Accordi ng to the Minister , a skeleton sta f f  only will 
remain. It is unl ikely that the vocational tra ining section will  te fully revived. Thank you , 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr . Minister. Ministers ' statements . That appears to conclude Ministers ' 
statements. Item 7 ,  petitions . Mr. Patterson. 
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ITEM NO. 7: PETITIONS 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to table Petition 2-83 ( 2) , on 
taxation of northern benefits, with 550 signatures of people from Frobisher Bay and comnunities in 
Baffin Island protesting the imposition of an additional taxation burden on the benefits given to 
northern earners, and stating that the taxation of northern benefits are being imposed upon us by a 
government in Ottawa that is unaware and indifferent to the ocst of living and ocnditions in the 
North. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Petitions. 
cornnittees. Mrs. Sorensen. 

ITEM NO. 8: REPORTS OF STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

Item 8, reports of standing and special 

Fourth Report Of Standing Comnittee On Finance And Public Accounts 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have the fourth report of the standing ocrnnittee on 
finance and public accounts. l:Xlring the May session, the public accounts comnittee met on several 
occasions in order to ocrrplete its report on the Auditor General's report on any other matter and 
on the territorial accounts. And during the course of the meeting, the matter of the Housing 
Corporation, its mandate, the ocst to the taxpayer and the service which it has been providing and 
continues to provide over the years since it was first established as a quasi-cra..m corporation by 
the former Cornnissioner Stuart Hodgson, I believe, in the early 1970s. 

Comprehensive Audit Of Housing Corporation 

The standing ocmmittee eventually came to the ocnclusion that it was not ready to make any final 
and concrete ocmments and reocrrmendations with respect to where the corporation had failed, where 
it had and has succeeded, and where it should go from here. What it did ocnclude, however, is that 
there are major problems within the corporation and that it was time for a review, a type of 
reassessment and some strong direction in the whole area of housing for the future for the NWT. 
The standing comnittee on public accounts has discussed the possibility of a comprehensive audit of 
the Housing Corporation with the Deputy Auditor General, and he has indicated a willingness to 
proceed with such an audit should this House request it. A corrprehensive audit will tell us where 
we have been financially in the Housing Corporation, where we are financially now, how much the 
corporation has utilized the money it has received over the years, what kinds of housing we have, 
whether it is financially efficient, and whether it is cost-efficient, how well ocntracts have reen 
tendered and monitored, and once awarded, hew they have been monitored with respect to ongoing 
building, and other such similar and interesting and important issues that the Auditor General and 
the standing canmittee of the 10th Assembly may see fit. 

Once the audit is finished, it would then go to the standing cornnittee on finance and public 
accounts for a review and discussion in a public forum, and it would be at this point that with a 
good base of information fran the Auditor General, that Ml.As fran the 10th Assembly could begin the 
study of where the Housing Corporation should go from here. Obviously, the government would re 
involved and finally, once the conclusions and recomnendations were put together, the entire 
subject of the Housing Corporation would ocme before the whole Assembly for debate and final 
direction. 

I would see it, and the public accounts cornnittee would see this as a process to coming to terms 
with the difficulties that we have been having with the whole area of housing in the Northwest 
Territories, as certainly indicated by Ludy Pudluk the other day in his motion with respect to 
quality of housing that we have in some of the ocrnnunities, probably a lot of the corrmunities. 

Initiative For Study Should Come From Assembly 

There is another way, of ocurse, that we oculd have approached it. The PAC cornnittee oculd have 
proceeded with a recommendation to this House that the government establish a special cornnission to 
review the mandate of the Housing Corporation, but we rejected that cption simply because we 
believe that the Legislature needs to get this ocrporation under its control, needs to understand 
it, and needs to debate the topic in the House, because if Ml.As do not do it, the PAC ocrnnittee is 
convinced that change will not happen and direction will not be forthcoming. The government may 
wish, of ocurse, to proceed with a study of its cwn, but we feel the Assembly must initiate it 
through the PAC comnittee if it agrees, and proceed in the next year to give specific direction to 
that rrultimillion dollar corporation. 
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Motion To Request Comprehensive Audit  Of Housing Corporation By Audi tor General For Discussion And 
Review By Canmittee And 1 0th Assembly 

So havi ng sa id that, then, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the standi ng  cornnittee on finance and public  
accounts, I would rrove that this House request that the Auditor General cunplete a a:rnprehensive 
audit on the Housing Corporation, and that the audit be referred to the 1 0th Assembly 's  standing 
committee on f inance and public accounts for public review and discussion, and that the 
recorrmendations then be presented to the Legislature for its review and decis ion. 

MR. SPEAKER: Is there a seconder for the motion? Mr. Mccallum. To the mot ion. Mr. Braden. 

HUN. GEDRGE BRADEN: Mr. Speaker, could I have the motion repeated, please? 

MR. SPEAKER: Could you repeat the motion, please? 

MRS. SUR!:'.:NSEN: That this House request that the Aud itor General canplete a canprehensive audit on 
the Housing Corporat ion and that the audit  be referred to the 10th Assembly ' s  standi ng ccmmittee on 
f inance and public accounts for public review and discussion, and further, that it goes to the 
Legislative Assembly for its recolllllendations and review. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. Braden, I will take your first CXllTllllent as a question and allow you to 
speak again. This is your second. To the mot ion now, Mr. Braden. 

HUN. GEORGE BRADEN: To the motion, Mr. Speaker, I do not think that the public accounts canmittee 
has the authority to request that the Auditor General of Canada do an audit of the Housing 
Corporation. The public accounts committee, in  � understanding, can recornnend to the Government 
of the Northwest Territories that the Auditor General of Canada be brought in to do a thorough 
audit of the Housing Corporat ion. Unless I am wrong, Mr. Speaker, I do not really think that the 
motion is valid. 

MRS. tDRENSEN: Mr. Speaker, a point of order. I recomnended that this House request • • •  

HUN. GEXJRGE BRADEN: Request who? Request the government to ask the Auditor General or request the 
Auditor General? 

Mk. SPEAKER: One moment , please. Could I have a copy of the mot ion, Mr. Clerk? We will j ust 
recess so people can have a cigarette if they would like, while I have a look at it . 

---SHORT RECESS 

Speaker ' s  Ruling 

The Chair recogni zes a quorum. The question actually under discussion at the time is whether or 
not the mot ion was in order . In mak ing a report, under our rules, the report can be moved by the 
chairman into comnittee of the whole, or be rroved that the report be accepted. Now, basically, as 
I understand it, this motion is essentially a summary of the report being moved, and it reads, "On 
behalf of the standing =ittee on f inance and public accounts, I move that this House request 
that the Auditor General complete a canprehensive audit on the Housing Corporation, and that the 
audit be referred to the 1 0th Assembly ' s  oanmittee for public review and discussion, and further, 
that the recommendations be debated in the Legislative Assembly. " 

Now, it would be normal that the committee would put the request, I think, through the government. 
It does not say that it is going direct. Un the other hand, inasmuch as it is not spending any 
money, I am not sure that it can go direct if it wants to, but it does not say that that is what it  
is going to  do anyway. It sa i d  that it is  going to request that the Auditor General canplete a 
comprehensive audit. 

�low, the canmittee previously requested that the Audi tor General go over some pert inent i nformation 
with him at their meetings and he obliged. Now, I do not know how that request was handled. Well, 
I think probably that we are goi ng  to make a mountain out of a molehill here. I am goi ng to accept 
the motion, that the intent is that the Auditor General is going to be requested to do a 
canprehensive audit and report to th is House. If it reports to the c0111Tiittee of the House prior to 
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reporting to the House so that the report can be finalized , I believe that the matter is in  
order. I am sure that the Audi tor General will do the proper thin] with regard to what it normally 
does within government se'rvice. So I will accept the rrotion. To the rrotion. 

AN OON. MEMBER: Question. 

MR . SPEAKER : Mr. McCallurn. 

HUN. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman , I second the rrotion for two reasons; one because I did not see 
anylxxly else fran the standi nJ  committee on finance raise their hard to second the motion to assist 
the chairman , and secondly , because I would want to take issue with a couple of statements that 
were made with the motion. 

Housi ng Corporation Is Not Out Of Control 

The first statement that I would like to take issue with is that the Housing Corporation is out of 
control . I do not believe for one minute that it is out of control. If I thought it was cut of 
control, I would have either abdicated the responsi bility that I have n= for its operation , 
changed the board of directors , changed the chairman of the board , and done something more drastic , 
if I was of the belief that it was out of control ; but the board of directors is selected 
individually by this House , by the Members of this House . In fact , you wanted representati ves from 
all six housinJ districts. You people put those people on as the board of directors. They oversee 
the operation of that particular corporation. 

Now , it is true that the chairman reports to me and it is true that the president of the 
corporation is one of the personnel of the government, but I do not believe that the Housi ng 
Corporation is out of control. I indicated in a return yesterday exactly how we have been able to 
turn around the operation of the corporation by indicatin] to you, if ycu look at the return, the 
number of contracts and how we have been able to util ize the northern business people. I will be 
talkinJ about that part of the operation when we get i nto tablinJ of documents as a further request 
of a question made by the Member for Yellowknife South. 

Board Of Directors Recommended By Assembly 

I want you to understand again  that we are the people who put the board of directors in there. We 
named them on your recommendation. We have had a vice-president of finance in the corporation for 
about a year. 

We would expect to do an audi t  on the qieration of the corporation as well , tut to suggest a 
comprehensive audit? I would like to get some idea of what we are talking about when we are using 
the concept or term, "comprehensive". I think that we , as a government , would l:e rrore than 
irresponsible if we were not to make sure what was goi nJ  on. I kn= that many people have taken 
issue with the way in which the corporation has been operating for a number of years . I would be 
one of those as well . But in the last while I thi nk that we have done sanethinJ positive about the 
operation of that particular corporation .  You people sit and look at it. 

We had an opportunity in January to go through the kind of funding that was being v0ted for the 
operation of the corporation, the grant that we , as a government , give that corporat ion , ard nobody 
wanted to talk about it . Automatically v0ted in. You did not want to say anything about it. You 
asked questions ,  you raised issues when you were here , but when you had the opportunity to sit down 
and go right through it , you all said no. You pulled a Pontius Pilate and walked away fran it , 
washed your hands of it, and you left it up to the operation of the government to do it. I am 
saying now that that corporation is not out of control • • •  

---Applause 

is out of control , even though 
yru to do something about it. 

• • •  and if it 
it is up to 
remove them. Give me the instruction to do 
it, remove me ,  too. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Mr. Speaker , point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: Point of order. 

we are in the last days of this particular House , then 
Remove the board of d irectors. Yru selected them; 

it , and if you do not think that I am capable of doing 

r 
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Explanation By Chairman Of Comnittee 

MRS . 3..>RENSEN: I would like to oorrect Mr. McCallum. I d id not say that the Housing Corporation 
was out of control. What I said was that, and I will quote because I have a written report here, 
"Your PAC comnittee rejected that cption simply because we believe that the Legislature needs to 
get this corporat ion under its control. If MLAs do not do it, we are convinced change will not 
happen. " I never did say that the corporation was out of control . 

In addition to that, in the beginning I said what it did oonclude is that there are major problems 
within the corporation and it was t irre for a review, a reassessment ard sorre strong direction in  
hous ing. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mrs. Sorensen, 
explanat ion by way of debate. 

you are not really at a point of order, you are on a point of 
Now, would you continue please, Mr. McCall um? Yoo have the floor . 

MRS. SO!IBNSEN: As long as he does not say that I said that it was out of control. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. McCallum, you have the floor . 

HON. ARNOW McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am going to have to take issue with the Member 
because it is IT¥ recollection that she used the words, the phrase "out of control". If, at looking 
at the records again, that it is wrong, then I will apologi ze to her, but it  is IT¥ recollection as 
it  is of a number of people that the phrase "out of control " was used. That is what I am referring 
to .  The Auditor General ' s  report, Mr . Speaker, on the Housi ng Corporation was clean ard clear. We 
have a person in there now trying to do something about it. That is what I take issue with, that 
phrase, that I recollect was being said. I do not knew if we can turn that crank around and go 
back for awhile, but if it is not there, then I will remove the statement that I am making to it. 
But if it is, we are not going to eat crow, I will eat Kentucky fried chicken, I will. That is 
fine, he can, you know, go along with you. I heard the phrase, " out of control ",  and if it is not, 
then again I s imply believe that we are doi ng  somethi ng, we are doing smething about the 
particular oorporation, Mr. Speaker. 

I would have thought again, as I said with the first point that I made in rising, seconding it, 
that if that was a recomnendation fran the standing commi ttee, then there would have been sanebody 
else from the standing oommittee get up and second the motion, but nobody did. I d id. 

MR. WRAY: Point of order, Mr. Speaker .  

MR. SPEAKER: Point of order. Mr. Wray. 

MR. WWW: I d id raise IT¥ hand to second the motion, but you did not see me. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. 

SOME IDN • MEMBERS: We saw. 

MR!; . 8'.JRENSEN: I d id too. 

HON. Al<NOLD McCALLUM: I did not. 

---Laughter 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. Mr. Wray. 

Serious financial Management Problems At ColTlllluni ty And Regional Levels 

MR. WW\Y: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am going to be supporting the ITDtion. We have discussed the 
Housing Corporation at quite a bit of length within the publ ic accounts cornnittee. We knew fran 
certain things, and I know from IT¥ own exper ience, that at the OCJTimunity and regional level, there 
are serious financial management problems with the Housi ng Corporation. We kno,., that the Housing 
Corporation has fai led to deliver certain  things which we think it should. As Mrs. Sorensen quite 
clearly said, perhaps it is tirre that we should look at the Hous i ng Corporation being brought under 
our oontrol, direct control. That is the intent of this motion. To investigate that feas ibility, 
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to investigate the feasibility of the corporation as it now stands, or is there a new type of 
organization we can bring . in, which will better serve the public and better serve the people in the 
comnunities? Are there financial management problems, particularly at the cx::mmunity and regional 
levels which have to be cleaned up? The Housing Corporat ion 's  record in that regard is not a gcxxl 
one. 

I reject Mr. McCallum ' s  arguments about taking offence because of his board of directors and 
himself. There was never any intent to impugn the credibility of Mr. McCallum or the boa:rrl of 
directors. We are just recognizing a fact that there are problems with the Housing Corporation, 
and we feel that something should be done about it, given, and Mr. McCallum alluded to it, the 
strong feelings within this Legislature about the Housing Corporation. That is why the motion was 
passed in the budget session about the Housing Corporation. So it is not an attempt to impugn 
anybody, it is an attempt to find a better way to deal with the organization as we know it and to 
see if, in fact, there is a better way to handle housi ng  in the Northwest Territories. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the ITDtion. Mr. McLaughlin. 

Criticisms Of Corporation 

MR. McLALX.,HLIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would also like to support the motion. When the 
finance comnittee has been trying to deal with the Housing Corporation in the past, we had 
difficulty getting them to co-operate and give us their budget in a manner in which we could 
understand it, and to give us the details we needed to perform our role as a finance cCim1ittee. 
There have been a few other criticisms. When they go to a design, they do it in such a manner that 
they may limit who can supply and who can do some of the new construction, by some of the materials 
they have reconmended. There has been criticism of always trying out something new every year, 
instead of doing some repairs in the conmunities. The main reason that I am interested in this is 
that I think it should be brought back directly under the control •of the Ministers of the 
department and that is the part that I would like the Auditor General to emphasize during his 
audit. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. Mr. Patterson. 

HON. DENNIS PATI'ERSON: Just very briefly, Mr. Speaker, I certainly think there is some rreri t in 
considering these points that Mr. McLaughlin and Mr. Wray have raised, but I totally fail to 
understand how a comprehensive audit is going to recommend on how the corporation should re better 
restructured to encourage better accountability. I think that they are talking about apples and 
oranges. I cannot see how a comprehensive audit is going to bring us any closer to enlightenment 
on the goals that Mr. McLaughlin mentioned. Thank you. 

HON. 'IQ,,! BUTIERS: Point of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: Point of order, Mr. Butters. 

HON. 'I'a1 BUTIERS: Mr. Speaker, do I understand the motion is to accept the report? That that is 
the motion that the chairman of the public accounts committee is making, that this House accept the 
report, because obviously it is not the practice to adopt the report ? The report can only be 
adopted atter it is considered in committee of the whole. 

Speaker ' s  Ru1ing 

MR. SPEAKER: No, there is a motion coming from the committee. Now, our rules are not clear on 
this matter, but certainly as a matter of precedent, it has been done in the past on many 
occasions, that a motion has been JTBde when a committee is reporting out. So I do not feel that 
your argument will hold, by way of precedent. It has happened often. I have thought over that 
point, Mr. Butters, and I have come to the conclusion, by way of precedents, that it is allowable. 
Mr. Mac:Quarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I agree, Mr. Patterson, but I also th ink that a 
comprehensive audit will not make any such recommendation as was suggested perhaps by Mr. 
McLaughlin. I disagree with Mr. Patterson that it is cmpletely apples and oranges. In other 
words, if there are a significant number of Members who think maybe there should be some different 
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pattern of authority on organization, that would re rest determined after there was a oorrprehensive 
audit that indicated precisely hON things are happening nON in the Housing Corporation, where the 
problems lie and so on. So that would re very useful to a decision of the other type at sane 
future time. I will support the motion. 

MR. SPEAKER: To the motion. You may conclude the debate, Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS. SORENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Just on the topic of what is "a comprehensive audit ", it 
entirely depends upon the terms of reference that both parties agree on. If I remember rightly 
back to the comprehensive audit that this House asked for on the Financial Information System, the 
government, the Auditor General sat down and drew up the terms of reference and the standing 
committee on finance was sh= the terms of reference. We corrmented on them and agreed to them as 
well. we had the cption of adding our carrnents and that was very irrportant to us at the time. So 
the terms of the comprehensive audit will re very clear to both the government and to the auditor 
when he regins. 

Objectives Examined In Comprehensive Audit 

The corrprehensive audit is not just ITDney ; objectives are looked at. The objectives of the Housing 
Corporation would re considered in a comprehensive audit . FollONing that the specially-trained 
auditors who know how to do oorrprehensive audits would look at the oorporation with a view to are 
these objectives being met, and are they being met in an effective and ef ficient manner? I do not 
think that we have anything to re afraid of, both as a government and as MI.As on a oomprehensi ve 
audit of our Housing Corporation. I think that it is a healthy thing, just as the government, 
through Mr. Butters, has indicated that the FIS comprehensive audit was a healthy thing recause it 
got all the facts on the table and we all knON where we stand on that issue now. So I would say 
that the frenzy that we see over there on the end of the table there, is • • •  

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: I beg your pardon. My name is Arnold, not Francis. 

MRS. SORENSEN: • • •  is a little bit misdirected, and I would say that Mr. McCallum, if he has teen 
doing the good job, that will re revealed in the oomprehensive audit • • • 

AN HON. MEMBER: Hear, hear ! 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Why waste the money? 

AN HON. MEMBER: Trust me, eh? Trust me. We have heard that before. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Order! 

MRS. SORENSEN: So I really do not think Mr. Mccallum has anything to worry about in this respect, 
and just to get the last word in I did not say the oorporation was out of oontrol. I hope that 
Mr. McCallum will be prepared to eat crON tomorrow, and I will catch one out there tonight. 

---Laughter 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: I have never found it difficult to say I am sorry. 

MR. SPEAKER: I am beginning to wonder if it is a good thing that the lights came back on again or 
not. Are you ready for the question? ().lestion reing called. A recorded vote reing requested, 
Mr. Clerk. All those in favour, please stand. 

CLERK OF TI-Ji:,; HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton): Mr. Evaluarjuk, Mr. Pudluk, Mr . Appaqaq, Ms Cournoyea, Mr. 
Wray, Mrs. Sorensen, Mr. McLaughlin, Mr . Mac(luarrie. 

MR. SPEAKER: Opposed, please stand. 

C LERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton): Mr. Patterson, Mr. Tologanak, Mr. McCallum, Mr. Wah-Shee, Mr. 
Braden, Mr. Butters, Mr. Nerysoo. 

MR. SPEAKER: Abstentions. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Hamilton): Mr. Arlooktoo. 
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Motion To Request Comprehensive Audit Of  Housing Corporation By Auditor General For Discussion And 
Review By Canmittee And 1 0th Assembly, Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: The vote: yes, eight;  no, seven and one abstention. The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

---Applause 

MRS. SORENSEN: We are finally going to get to the bottan of that. I have not finished my report 
yet. 

MR. SPEAKER: I think you have finished your report, Mrs. Sorensen. 

---Laughter 

You concluded, you made a rrotion, and as far as I am concerned your report is concluded. It has 
moved into committee of the whole with that motion having been approved in formal session. The 
record does not indicate that she made the request? Well, I guess either end of this roan is 
having dif ficulty with exactly what you said, Mrs. Sorensen. You say ya1 did not ask for it to be 
moved into committee of the whole. 

MRS. SJRENSEN: No. 

MR. SPEAKER: Proceed then, and canplete your report. 

MRS. ffiRENSEN: May I complete it? In addition, Mr. Speaker, we would like to officially recognize 
that in the four years the standing comnittee on finance has been involved with the territorial 
accounts and the auditor ' s  audit on any. other matter, this is the first time that we have seen it 
canpleted in August. Both the Minister of Finance and his administration and the Auditor General ' s  
staf f  must be congratulated for getting it to us on schedule. 

The problem of course is that our mandate has cane to an end, the 111:lndate of the standing cx:rnmittee 
on finance and the public accounts committee has come to an end just as things were falling nicely 
into place. We were getting much more knowledgeable , not so easily "snowed" ,  and had the 
background of having reviewed three budgets and many supplementary estimates. So it is all the 
more reason, of course, for our constituents to re-elect all of us who are running we have 
finally learned the ropes with respect to these two books that have been tabled . 

Motion To Refer TD 1 0-83 (2 ) , Annual Report Of Territorial Accounts, And ID 1 3-83 (2), Auditor 
General Of Canada Report To 1 0th Assembly Finance Committee, Carried 

Mr. Speaker, I would then move on behalf of the standing cx::rnmittee on finance and public accounts 
that this House re fer the following two documents: Annual Report of Territorial Accounts, Fiscal 
Year 1 982-83; and Audi tor General of Canada Report concerning fiscal transactions for the year 
ended March 31, 1 983, to the 1 0th Assembly 's  standing committee on finance and public accounts. 
That is a rrotion, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker ' s  Ruling 

MR. SPEAKER: We are debating the point whether or not we can refer to another Assembly. I do not 
see any harm in doing it; I do not think there is anything definitely negative in our rules. 

Is there a seconder to that motion? Mr. Wray. To the motion. Question being called. All those 
in favour? Seven. Opposed? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Reports of standing and special corrmittees. Item 9, tabling of dccuments. Mr. McCallum. 
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MilJJJ lvi.HEJRE:/\5 rt!he IMii.rnis'ber llnas ifiorrnecil a oanmi'ttee to look ill!il'bo JJG>HilOQir.aJ.Jl.luy ,and JPilOSt ittl!l't.Ji.on arnd 
J111a'ke reoomnemdalt:ii<oras;  

[l'()W '!11fIBRiEJFORE , ibe ii.t  ;resolved itihlat tlile Legislatii. ve !Assembly Sli\JJl,l)lOrit ,JJrustii.rce tMi<rnJi.'Stec 
/MaoGl!lii.QJarn• s Ji.llilii.,tiaitive oo st.itlemgJitlneri tlle rdbscemi. ,ty ]lDrovisiorns o'E thle 1Cri,rn:Lmal roooe,; 

IANIJ> !F1l!JR['ibiliR,, tli!a;t ibl.ii.s Asserrlbll.y ll!Wge llfuat itilue <OJmTlittee ifiorrnecil tby !Mr. 1MacGuigarn to re}(arnirne 
JPOrililOQJit1a,phly ,amd [IJ)rosti;trutJi.om cornsl!IJl.it ,w:ii.itln ,tihe iNorthwest T.errii.itories so ,as !JG> mcll!loo <the 
sp,eciall <OOlilcer ns of tli!e INh/I' Jin ltllneir f:ii.nal .it19,port . 

IHIUlN , GIDRGE IBRA'DEN: !Flear,, 1hlear ! 

MR. SPEAKER: !Mrs. Sorensen. 

MRS . s::DREJNISEN: Mr . Speaker , I woull.d Jl.ii.ke tto spea'k in S\llpport of tliii.s ,rrotion . I wtl.oleheartedly 
agree with it. 'The ii. ssue in this motion is consultatii.on • • •  
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MR .  SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mrs. Sorensen, I am getting sleepy . Your ootion is in order. Do you 
wish to speak to it, Mr. Patterson? 

HON . DENNIS PATTERSON: If I may, Mr. Speaker, very briefly. The Criminal Code definition of 
obscenity is out of touch with the present reality .  It was designed in the 1 950s and it does not 
take into account that current materials are often violent without sexual overtones , I believe in 
freedom of speech and expression but there must he limits in civilized society even on these 
fundamental rights. I believe that the people of the Northwest Territories are concerned about 
strengthening the de f init ion of obscenity so as to protect other rights and freedoms, such as a 
woman ' s  right to freed011 of existence . 

We have a tremendous wealth, in the Northwest Territories, of human resources based on family, 
chi ldren and oorrrnuni ty and the views of people frOJll the Northwest Territories deserve to te heard 
by the Mi nister and the committee he has set up. If this motion is supported it will be a good 
mandate for your government and the people of the Northwest Territories to get involved in these 
important questions . Thank you, Mr. Speaker . 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you . Mr . Braden, as seconder, do yru wish the f loor? Sorry, Mrs. Sorensen, 
for having to interrupt you . You have the floor. 

MRS. EDRENSEN: Thank you, Mr . Speaker. As I said, I am very happy to support the ootion as put 
forward by Mr . Patterson . The issue in this mot ion is consultation on amendrients to strengthen 
section 1 59 ( 8 )  of the Criminal Code, particularly in the area, as Mr. Patterson has pointed rut, of 
the redefinitions of obscenity to include degradation of human persons. On the issue of 
consultation, I can only say that I certainly believe, like Mr. Patterson, that the people in the 
NWT will have and do have something to say about pornography and obscenity, and that if those terms 
are to be redefined then surely rur input is necessary. We all agree, I think, the N inth Assembly 
agrees very strongly that public consultation is very important on such a sensitive issue . 

Defining Of Acceptability Is Not Censorship 

The issue, however, will probably deteriorate to one of censorship. I believe that the issue of 
censorship, in this discussion of the redefinition of obsceni ty and the degradat ion of the human 
body, is a red herring, particularly a red herring in any debate on the viewing on 'N and in the 
movies of the degradation of the human body, whether it te male or female. I personally firmly 
believe, Mr. Speaker, that society can and must draw the line on what is acceptable and what is not 
acceptable, and I certainly support the public being oonsulted on any defining and redef i ning of 
those terms . I also do not believe that an attempt at def i ning and redef ining ohscenity or 
pornography or what is human degradat ion can te viewed as censorship. 

I d id a little bit of research today and discovered that society already has decided that there are 
various levels for charges, for instance, to be laid in a murder. for instance, we have f i rst 
degree murder, we have criminal negligence causing bodily harm, we have manslaughter, we have 
corrrnon assault, and all of those charges can be laid against a person after a murder . So society 
has decided that not all l!IJrderers should be charged with the most serious charge. Well, in the 
same way not all movies or 'N programs involving men and women in varying degrees of undress are 
obscene, and so too, not all attempts at society defining where to draw the line on what is 
acceptable or unacceptable is censorship. 

We do not live in a f ree and open society where whatever we want to do, no matter ·ho,., awful it is, 
is allowed, so I thi nk we should make that clear ·to rur film makers and televis ion film makers as 
well. And the usual hysteria will be raised on the issue of censorship, but as a woman and as a 
mother and as a human being who believes that society must have rules, I cannot condone the 
degradation of the human body. I do not believe that society should tolerate movies being made 
where w011en and indeed men are tied up and sexually tortured. I believe that that is obscene . Or 
where a woman is brutally raped and then in the movie begins to enjoy it as if to say that i f  a man 
rapes a woman in the "right " way that she will fall under his spell. Or where the human body is 
degraded in an inhuman fashion through senseless and horribly descript ive blood-letti ng .  

But, Mr. Speaker, on the other hand, I believe that the female and the male body is a beauti ful 
obj ect, a beauti ful  thing, and that nudi ty is not wrong, that love maki ng and ca ress ing can he 
portrayed in movies and on television in a loving and a sensi tive fashion, and therefore I wruld 
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not like to see that kind of humanness removed from our rrovie and television screens. Mr. Speaker , 
I look forward to maki ng  presentations to the Hon. Mark MacGuigan 's comnittee , and I certainly 
support the rrotion calling for the consultation on this issue. Thank you. 

Motion 8-83 ( 2 ) , Carried 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. To the mot ion. Question being called. Mr. Patterson , you have the right 
to close debate. All those in favour of the mot ion? Opposed , if any? The motion is carried 
unanimously. 

--Carried 

---Applause 

Motion 9-83 ( 2 ) , Mr. Patterson. 

Motion 9-83 ( 2 ) :  Introduction Of Pay 'IV In NWT 

HON. DENNIS  PA'ITERl:DN : Thank you , Mr. Speaker. 

WHE,;REAS Yellowknife will be the first <XJ1TIIT1uni ty in the Northwest Territories to recei ve Pay 
'IV ,  including the Playboy channel , by the public a ir waves this fall; 

AND WHEREAS this could set a precedent for other Northwest Territories cornnunities;  

AND WHEREAS at present , there are no legal measures available to res idents to regulate the 
content of such Pay 'IV services ;  

AN D  WHE,;REAS the Min ister of Communications , Francis Fox , ind icated his intent ion to propose 
changes to the Broadcasting Act which would protect wanen and ch ildren in media portrayal anrl 
to empower cabinet to give broad policy direct ion to the Canadian Rad io-Television and 
Teleco!l111unications Commiss ion on "ethical matters " ;  

AND WHEREAS the Minister of Comnunications has asked the CRTC to draft guidelines for 
self-regulation on sex role stereotyping and violence without public involvement;  

NOW THEREFORE , be it resolved that this Legislative Assembly endorse these two init iat ives of 
the Minister of Conmunications to safeguard the content of televis ion in Canada; 

AND FURTHER, that we recommend that there be public i nvolvement in the establishJTient of CRTC 
guideli nes for sex role stereotypi ng and violence against wanen and ch ildren on televis ion. 

Thank you. 

MR . SPtAKER: Your notion is in order. Proceed , Mr. Patterson. 

HON . DENNIS  PATTERSON : Again I will be brief, Mr. Speaker , not l::ecause there is not a lot that 
should be sa id on this subject , but because I think that if this motion is approved there will be 
opportuni t ies ,  perhaps at better times than here and now , to properly bri ng these issues forward to 
the federal government. 

I also do not think I need to say much to Members of this House because through the good offices of 
the Nat i ve Women ' s  Association of the Northwest Terri tories , interested Members have had · an 
opportun i ty to see the worst of pornography on pay televis ion in the United States. I may be asked 
what is jX)rnography and I do r�,t have a handy definit ion , but I can tell you what I saw and did not 
like and that I am convince0. most res idents of the Northwest Terri tories , i ndeed of Canarla , do not 
want to see either , and that is women jX)rtrayed as enjoying l::eing whipped and degrarled and 
suffering no pain , women being gang raped , and sexual defilement of children , such as Mrs. Sorensen 
has mentioned in speak ing to the previous notion . I would like to make it clear , Mr. Speaker , that 
this is not a motion against Mackenzie Media or the Playboy channel or an effort on my part to 
really interfere with what is happening in Yellowknife ,  which is oore properly a ooncern of the 
citizens or Yellowknife .  
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Mr. MacAleer, who has an interest in Mackenzie Media, however, did to his cred it attend a rreeting I 
attended earlier this year which reviewed sorre of this same material which has got onto United 
States Pay 'lV stations after a rouple of years of cperation, and told a public rreeting that he was 
offended by certain things that he had seen. He said that although operators are in a difficult 
position when subscribers want a service -- I understand there are over 500 subscribers in 
Yellowknife who want this service -- especially when an operator has to offer film in the form that 
it comes to him -- but Mr. MacAleer also clearly indicated that his firm would be cpen to legal 
guidelines. 

Now, I think Mr. Fox has taken the right first step in asking the industry, with the CRTC, to draft 
guidelines on self-regulation, but I do also agree with the Native Wonen ' s  Association that this is 
a bit like asking the fox, and this is not a pun, Mr. Speaker, to guard the chicken coop. So in 
this nntion I am advocating that we support, again, p..iblic involvement in the establishment of 
these guidelines to be developed by the operators with the CRTC. I think the public has an 
interest in making sure that a proper job is done. And also that we indicate cur support to a 
responsible legislative approach through changes to the Rroadcasting Act which would protect wanen 
and children in rredia portrayal and empowering the cabinet to give the Canadian Radio-Television 
and Telecomnunications Comnission needed policy direction on matters such as these where there 
really is a vacuum in Canada. 

I will not say nnre in view of the lateness of the hour, Mr. Speaker, but I am confident that 
Members will support this motion, and perhaps in my capacity as Minister responsible for the Status 
of Wanen, I can say that if that support is given here, I look forward to pursuing vigorously on 
behalf of the people of the Northwest Territories, particularly the women ' s  groups, church groups 
and particularly the Native W:Jnen ' s  Association which I would like to thank for their support and 
encouragement in this matter, to see that these necessary changes take plaoe before we get too far 
down the road in Pay TJ in Canada, and therefore we avoid the situat ion that exists in the United 
States, which anyone who has seen cannot be impressed with. I would urge Members to support th is 
motion and offer my support to follow i_t up if it is approved. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Mr. MacQuarrie, as seconder? 

Limitations In Society 

MR. Mac:QUARRIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do want to speak on this motion for five or six 
minutes. I think that it does need to be spoken to because there are a lot of people who do not 
like to see this kind of motion. They brand it as oensorship and say that oensorship is totally 
repugnant, that people should be able to do in a democracy precisely what they want to do and it is 
nobody else ' s  business. And in respect of television they say, " If you cb not like it, turn it 
off. " 

Now, I do not dismiss those comnents out of hand. I recognize why in a democracy it is important 
to treat limitations on action or oensorship with a great deal of ocncern. It is a serious matter 
if any democracy is to be healthy, but at the same time I would say that such limitations are a 
part of the history of democracy. They are not totally outside the experience at all ,  and they 
were never intended to be by the people who most promoted the idea of democracy long ago. There 
are very, very few limitations on thought, and that is just as it should be. In cur society it is 
largely just the c0Iml0!1 values that children are raised with. They are sort of molded in thought 
patterns that their parents and the majority of society already accept, but that is not a ocnscious 
and deliberate limitation on thought. we do not want to see, at least for my part, certainly I do 
not want to see any ocnscious limitations on thought. 

There are a few rrore limitations on what people can say. We do have laws on libel and slander and 
sedition and that sort of thing because it is recognized that sometimes that type of limitat ion is 
necessary. We have a lot more limitations on cbing, on action, and most people in a democratic 
society find that reasonable. If ycu can allcw people to think what they want, and say pretty well 
what they want, you cannot allow everybody just to cb whatever they want, because what they cb too 
often has implications for other people, whether it is disobeying traffic regulations and running 
down the left side of a road, or pushing your way to the head of a queue when 20 people have waited 
for two hours to get some servioe or other, or having fellows, j ust because they are seven feet 
tall and 300 pounds, taking what belongs to somebody else. We say we do not acoept that. We are 
going to limit your action, and I think that that is legitimate. 
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The question is now, when you come to something like this, what area are you dealing with? And I 
suggest that first of all we should distinguish between the private act ions of individuals in the 
democracy. I would agree with those who say as long as there are consenting adults not disturbing 
anybody else because their actions are private, let them do what they want. I generally agree that 
is so. But when you begin to do things that have some impact on other people, even if it is a 
subtle impact and indirect, that that then becanes the concern of other people. And I say that 
when you start to use public media, then you are beginning to do something that has a social impact 
and society has the right to be concerned when that happens. 

I thi�< that people generally have a right to try to shape their society, politically, econanically 
and soc ially. Uf course, in doing that, not everyone will agree with v-ihat the vast majority of 
people are trying to do . Well, I thi� a society generally has the right to try and shape i tself 
morally, as well. And in a democracy if  we do not, and there are some v-iho do, hut if most say, " I  
do not want any positive shapi ng of this society by trying to inculcate i n  the minds of children 
certain  values, " personally I would admit that I am even in favour of that, rut I agree that rrost 
people are very suspicious of that and do not want to see i t .  But I say if a society w ill not do 
that, it  still should not be reluctant to limit the propagation of v-ihat are obviously negative 
values, that is, negative in the sense that if they were to prevail, society would begin to slide 
back to a time of barbarism, to brutality and bondage and things like that . I see nothing wrong 
with a society saying, "We are going to put some limitations in this area. " 

Guidelines Must Be Set 

So I am one who believes that when public media are used, that there is some line that must be 
drawn, and to those who doubt it, I simply say that I am sure every Member here and the vast 
majority of people in our society -- and I believe it would be 95  per cent or so -- could imagine 
some type of media production to whi ch they would object, that they would simply find so hei nous, 
so brutal or whatever, that they would say, "No, I cannot accept that. " Some act of gross 
indecency or savagery that is presented in a kind of celebration of the incident solely to 
stimulate somebody and without any redeeming social value at all. I do not want to go into lurid 
details. I am sure each of you can imagine whether it were with a ch ild or a murder and hacking 
and so on, but somebody would say, "No, I agree y01 cannot have that k i nd  of th ing. " So to me that 
proves then that there is a line somewhere between what is innocent entertainment and someth ing 
that is absolutely totally unacceptable to the vast majority of people in a society. 

Now, I say that line is difficult to draw, but just because it is difficult to draw, it does not 
mean that we should draw back from an attempt to draw it. We must try to draw it or th ings will 
keep sliding, sliding, getting worse all the t ime. Where is the line? Well, I can say that for me 
it is not too stringent a one . We were invited to view some material from the Playboy channel and 
generally straight depictions of sexuali ty are quite fine as far as I am concerned. Mrs. Sorensen 
described, in a very fine way, the kind of thing that I can accept as well. She put it in the best 
possible way, and that k i nd  of thing does not bother me at all. But when I saw some of the 
material from the Playboy channel, I was disturbed by some of it. There was much that was, if not 
really i nspiring or elevating or enlightening, was at least tolerable. But at some points I was 
disturbed and it was at the points where sexuali ty was associated with brutality and bondage. The 
implicat ion seems to be in those that one person should have the right to exploit another for his 
own sat isfactions. When that begins to happen I object to it. I think that if society did not 
generally object to that k i nd  of behaviour, that we would begin to develop and perpetuate an 
attitude that  is at the root of so many of man ' s  problems, and that is, disregard for other human 
beings and their value as hwnan beings, but simply seei ng  them as objects for exploitation and for 
one ' s  0wn pleasure. 

I note that this rrotion is merely aski ng for the government to give broad policy direction on 
ethical ma tters to the CRTC. That is absolutely not thought control . It is absolutely not a 
dangerous kind of censorship that will in some way make this a worse society . The rrotion is also 
aski ng or endorsing the government 's attempt to have the CRTC set up some guidelines for its own 
self-regulation. I say to Members, that is not an autocratic move, it is a thoroughly responsible 
and sensible move, and I w ill support the mot ion and ask other Members to do so. 

MH. SPEAK8R: Mrs. Sorensen. 
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Amendment To Motion 9-83 ( 2 ) , Ruled Out Of Order 

MRS. ffiRENSEN : Mr. Speaker , I too would like to support the rrotion . I do have an amendment which 
I would like to make. I have circulated it to Members. The amendment is as follows : Ard further ,  
that we  establish and revise cur o,m censorship rules , guidelines anrl regulations so that they 
apply to video tapes as well as motion pictures ; ard further , that there be public input into the 
creation and revision of the appropriate ordinances and the establishment of new regulations ; and 
further , that the censorship board he reactivated . 

MR. SPEAKER: I have looked at your amendment ,  Mrs .  Sorensen , and I find it out of order. The 
basic rrotion , introduction of Pay 1V in the Northwest Territories and relative to that , the 
resolved section endorses the two initiatives being taken and recarrnended that there be public 
involvement in the CRTC guidelines . Your amendment with regard to establishment of censorship 
rules , well , number one , I do not believe technically that we can do that in the Northwest 
Territories . I know that in films it is done by the provincial governments and it is not clone in 
the Territories at all. However ,  I do not believe that the subject matter is relevant directly to 
this rrotion . It is in the same vein , but I do not think it is close enough to be acceptable . I 
think it only confuses the whole issue and it is a motion all of itself that ycu can bring in. So 
I rule the amendment cut of order . To the rrotion . Would you like to speak to the notion , Mrs. 
Sorensen? 

MRS. SURENSEN : Just very briefly,  Mr . Speaker,  I would like to support the motion . Again , it 
calls for public consultation and I think that that is important. I think society certainly has to 
address the whole issue of where we do draw the line , and I too have some concerns with the 
introduction of Pay 1V ,  not from the perspective of what Pay '1V ,  in terms of the Playboy channel , 
is going to shew now, but in terms of what it could lead to , and I think that that is an important 
issue that society in general in the Northwest Territories should discuss and should draw limits 
on . 

I f  I could j ust correct one thing , we already do have censorship rules in the Northwest 
Territories. The Commissioner has the right , with respect to rrotion pictures , to make regulations 
concerning censorship , and we already do have a person who is involved in the whole area of 
censorship . I believe it is Shirley Stevenson . I do think , although I agree with you that my 
amendment is not pertinent exactly to Motion 9-83 ( 2 ) ,  that we do need to work on that whole area of  
censorship with respect to video tapes. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: I am glad that you agree with me ,  Mrs. Sorensen. 

---Laughter 

Motion 9-83 ( 2 ) ,  Carried 

To the question . Are you ready for the _ question? All those in favour? Opposed , if any? The 
motion is carried unanimously. 

--Carried 

---Applause 

That concludes rrotions for today . Mr . Braden. 

HUN . GEORGE BRADEN : I realize that concludes motions , but I wonder if I could have the consent of  
the House to proceed with a notion that I introduced yesterday afternoon . 

SOME HJN . MEMBERS : Agreed. 

MR. SPEAKER : Are there any nays? Proceed , Mr . Braden. 

Motion 1 0-83 ( 2 ) : Motion Of Appreciation To Speaker Of  The NWT Legislative Assembly 

HON . GEDRGE BRADEN: Thank you , Mr . Speaker . 

WHERJ:::AS the position of Speaker in a legislature is one which requires the trust , support anrl 
respect of elected Members; 
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AND W-:fE}{EAS the Speaker must necessari ly exercise gxxl judgment in an impartial fa ir way so as 
to promote the orderly conduct of a legislature; 

AND WHEREAS the Speaker must represent the Legislature at public and private functions in the 
Terri tories, in Canada, and internationally with other Canmonwealth countries;  

AND Wit:REA!:i our current Speaker, the Hon. D::mald M.  Stewart, has during his term provided 
outstanding service to this Legis lature and the people of the Northwest Territories; 

[\(}/I THEREFORE, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Fort Smith, that this House 
express its sincere appreciation to the Hon. r::onald M. Stewart, Speaker of the Legis lative 
Assembly of the Northwest Territories. 

---Applause 

HON. 'IUVl BUTTERS: Point of order. Could that motion be seconded unanimously by all the remaining 
Members? 

MR. SPEAKER: I was seriously cons idering ruling it cut of order. To the motion. 

HON. GEUl{GE HRADEN: Mr. Speaker, I know you have had a long day sitting in that chair listening to 
us talk and that ycu are just waiting to get into canmittee of the whole so that Mr. Pudluk can 
take over from you, but I would like to say on behalf of all the Members of the House that we have 
s incerely appreciated the hard work that ycu have put in over the last couple of years in giving us 
advice and keeping order in the House, and from a personal point of view, I would like to say -- I 
knOtl I cannot say, like Mrs. Sorensen d id yesterday, that ycu t ick le my fancy, hut I can say 
personally, l.Xln, that I have really enjoyed working with you. Over the last four years you have 
given me a lot of personal advice that has made me think -- rethink rather -- some of the ideas I 
have had about life in general in the Northwest Terri tori es, and you have helped rre in the work 
that I - have been asked to do by this House in the Northwest Territories. So, Don, thank ycu very 
much. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Are you ready for the quest ion? Mr. MacQuarrie. 

MR. MacQUARRIE: Yes, very briefly, Mr. Speaker, since I was Speaker at one time, I am very well 
aware of the special k inds of problems that are involved in making adjud ications, and I bel ieve 
that you have done an excel lent job and I sincerely say that I feel you are tetter at. that than I 
was. Thank ycu for all ycu have done for the Assembly. 

Motion 1 0-83 ( 2), Carried 

MH. SPEAKER: 
carried. 

---Carried 

Quest ion being called. 

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Unanimously. 

All those in favour? Opposed, if any? The mot ion is 

MR. SPEAKE!{: Thank you very kindly. Now I am lost. Motions, are there any further motions ? 

I tem 1 3 , first reading of bi lls. 

Item 1 4 , second reading of bi lls. Item 1 5, consideration in committee of the whole of bi lls, 
recommendations to the Legislature and other matters. 

ITEM lV. 1 5: <..."DNSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE Or' THE WHOLE Or' BILIS, REOOMMENDATIONS 'ID TI-IE LffiISLATURE 
AND OTHER MATI'El{S 

Bill 8-83 ( 2 ) ,  Regional and Tribal Counci ls Ordinance ; Report of the Standing Canmittee on Rules and 
Procedures ; and V olumes I and III, Report and Proceedings of the Publ ic Accounts Corrrnittee, with 
Mr. Pudluk in the chair. 
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Now, as to House procedure, in ccmnittee of the whole this rrorning I indicated we would proceed 
until we concluded the business at hand . Now, you can recess for supper and corre back, yru can 
continue to go through _this, or you can recess and come back to the rest of this order i;:aper 
tomorrow morning, or Monday morning, whichever you decide to do. Mr . McCallum. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker, I would suggest that we take the latter approach that we recess 
the ccmnittee of the whole and we cat1e te ck tomorrow rrorning at 9:3 0 .  

MR. SPEAKER: Is that agreed? 

MR. MacQUARRIE: No. 

MR. SPEAKER: One nay. Would you indicate by a show of hands, is that agreeahle? How many is that 
agreeable to? How many in favour of concluding tonight? The majority wishes to -- Mr . Pudluk, you 
will have the job of ascertaining whether you have a quorum for tomorrow ITOming, so we will 
resolve into corrnnittee of the whole with Mr. Pudluk in the chair . 

PRUCE;EDINGS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE TO CONSIDER BIIL 8-83 ( 2),  REGIONAL AND TRIBAL COUNCILS 
ORDINANCE 

CHAIRMAN (Mr . Pudluk:) : Now this comnittee will cat1e to order . We will have a recess only if we 
are going to have a quorum and we will recess until 9:30  a .m. Mr. McCallum . 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Chairman, I will make sure that there are seven here if ycu get the 
other four; that will give us a quorum. 

CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Pudluk) : That still will not be enough . Those willing to start at 9:30 o ' clock 
tomorrow morning, please raise your hands again. We are going to have a quorum at 9: 3 0  in the 
morning. Now we will have a recess unti_l 9 :30 a .m. Saturday, September 10 . 

---RECESS 
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