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I.

i • i n t r o d u c t i o n

Th i s  r e p o r t   ̂  ̂ i s  t he f i f t h  o f  i t s  k i n d  p r e p a r e d  by t he 
D i v i s i o n  o f  T o u r i s m ,  D e p a r t me n t  o f  I n d u s t r y  & De v e l o p me n t ,  
i h c  p u r p o s e  o f  t he r e p o r t  i s  t o  snow t he  nunDor s  and t y pes  
o f  t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r i n g  t he N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  t h e i r  
modes o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , t h e i r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  h o t e l s ,  
m o t e l s ,  l odges  and o u t f i t t e r s ,  t h e i r  e x p e n d i t u r e s  and t he  
emp l o y me n t  g e n e r a t e d  by t r a v e l l e r s  i n  t he  acc ommoda t i on  
s e c t o r .

I n t he  o a s t ,  t he  r e p o r t  has been a v a l u a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  a wi de  v a r i e t y  o f  us e r s  i n c l u d i n g  a g e n c i e s  
o f  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
c o n s u l t a n t s  and o t h e r  p r i v a t e  f i r m s  a c t i v e  i n  t he N o r t h .

The ai m o f  such a r e p o r t  must  a l ways  be t o  p r o v i d e  a c c u r a t e  
and c o n s i s t e n t  r e p o r t i n g .  Each y e a r ,  s i n c e  1968,  r e s e a r c h  
t e c h n i q u e s  have been r e f i n e d  and da t a  i n p u t s  f r om b o t h  t he  
p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  o f  i n d u s t r y  have shown d e f i n i t e  
q u a n t i t a t i v e  and q u a l i t a t i v e  ad v a n c e s .  As m e n t i o n e d  i n  t he  
a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s ,  t he c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  bo t h  t he  p u b l i c  and 
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  o f  i n d u s t r y  i s  a key p a r t  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  
o f  t h i s  r e p o r t .

Howev e r ,  t he  f o r m a t  and c o v e r a g e  o r t he  1972 R e p o r t  on 
T r a v e l  i n  t he N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c o n ­
s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  1971 R e p o r t  on T o u r i s m .  The l a t t e r  
r e p o r t  p r o p o s e d  t h a t ,  i n  f u t u r e ,  t he  e n u m e r a t i o n :

1 ) i n c l u d e  a l l  n o n - r e s i d e n t  t r a v e l l e r s  ( b u s i n e s s ,  
v a c a t i o n  and o t h e r  t y p e s )  s i n c e  t  h e i >* a g g r e n a t e  
demand d e t e r m i n e s  t he l e v e l  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and 
s e r v i c e s .

2 ) s u r v e y  t he e n t i r e  v e a r ,  r a t h e r  t han t he  t r a d i ­
t i o n a l  t o u r i s t  season f r om dune 1s t  t o  Sep t embe r  
30 t h .

These c h a n o e - o v e r s  have been p a r t i a l l y  e f f e c t e d  and i t  i s  
hoped t o b r i n e  t he N. W. T.  t r a v e l l e r  s u r v e y s  f u r t h e r  i n t o  
l i n e  w i t h  o t h e r  Canad i an  t r a v e l  da t a  i n  sut )s e q u e n t  r e p o r t s .  
N o n - r e s i d e n t  t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r i n g  t he  T e r r i t o r i e s  f o r  p l e a s u r e  
( e . o .  v a c a t i o n s ) ,  p e r s o n a l  r eas ons  ( e . g .  t o  v i s i t  f r i e n d s  an:! 
r e l a t i v e s )  or  c o mb i n i n g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
h o we v e r ,  a r e  t he  p r i n c i p a l  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t .

( 1 )  In p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  t he t i t l e  was Re p o r t  on T o u r i s m.
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G e n e r a l l y  s n e a k i n g ,  t he  p r i n c i p a l  d e s t i n a t i o n s  o f  t r a v e l l e r s  
e n t e r i n g  t he  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n t he Gr e a t  
S l av e  ar ea o r  down t h e  Ma c k e n z i e  V a l l e y  C o r r i d o r .  A l b e r t a  
i s  t h n c h i e f  n a t e ч a y f  o r  t r a v e l l e r s  t o  t he  No r  t  hwe s t  T e r ­
r i t o r i e s  f o r  b o t h  t he  a i r  and q r ound  modes o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  
P l ans  f o r m u l a t e d  i n  1972 i n  r e q a r d  t o  h i ghway  and p i p e l i n e  
( o r  r a i l w a y )  c o n s t r u c t i o n  wo u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  A l b e r t a  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  be t he  p r i n c i p a l  ga t eway  f o r  somet i me  t o  come.

Wi t h  t he  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  pac k age  t o u r s  , i t  has n o t  
p r ov en  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t he  i t i n e r a r i e s  o f  t r a v e l l e r s  
d u r i n g  t h e i r  s t a y  i n  t he  T e r r i t o r i e s .  However ,  bo t h  t h i s  
a s p e c t  and t he m o t i v a t i o n s  o f  t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r i n g  t he 
N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n  i n  
f u t u r e  r e p o r t s .

The n i g h l i q h t s  o f  t he  1972 t r a v e l  y e a r  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t he  
f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  w i t h  t he  more d e t a i l e d  t r a f f i c  a n a l y s e s  
t  h e r e a f  t  e r  .
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2.  HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REPORT ON THE TRAVEL INDUSTRY 
IN THE N . W . T . , 1972

The f o r m a t  and c o v e r a q e  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  shows some i m p o r t a n t  
chanqes  f r o m t he p r e v i o u s  R e p o r t s  on T o u r i s m;  i n  an e f f o r t  
t o  b r i n q  t he  N. W. T.  t r a v e l l e r  s u r v e y s  c l o s e r  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  
o t h e r  Can a d i a n  t r a v e l  d a t a .

N o n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  a r e  t he p r i n c i p a l  s u b j e c t s  
o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  b u t  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t  r e s i d e n t ,  
l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  and n o n - r e s i d e n t ,  b u s i n e s s  and l e i s u r e  
t r a v e l l e r s  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r e p o r t .

The t o t a l  number  o f  n o n - r e s i d e n t  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r i n g  
t he  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  i n  1972 i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o be 2 0 , 5 0 0 .  
Th i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a 15.8% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  1971 t o t a l .  T h e i r  
t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  were a t  l e a s t  $ 5 . 8  m i l l i o n  wh i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  
a 5.5% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  1971.

Hi ghway  T r a v e l :

11 , 200  n o n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r e d  t he N o r t h w e s t  
T e r r i t o r i e s  v i a  t he  Ma c k e n z i e  Hi ghway  i n  1972 - a 24. 4% 
i n c r e a s e  o v e r  1971 - and s p e n t  a t  l e a s t  $ 6 2 2 , 0 0 0 .

The numbers o f  n o n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  v i s i t i n g  
T r a v e l A r c t i c ' s i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e  on t he Л 1 b e r t a - N . W. T. " b o r d e r  
i n c r e a s e d  by 55% o v e r  1971.

18 , 644  v e h i c l e s  used t he  Ma c k e n z i e  R i v e r  f e r r y  a t  F o r t  
P r o v i d e n c e  i n  1972 wh i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  a s ma l l  d e c r e a s e  o v e r  1971.  
P r i v a t e  v e h i c l e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t he t o t a l .  5 , 4 3 2  
v e h i c l e s  used t he  L i a r d  R i v e r  f e r r y  near  F o r t  S i mpson - 53% 
wer e p r i v a t e  v e h i c l e s .

A i r  Tra v e 1 :

54 , 0 0 0  t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r e d  t he N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  on s c h e d u l e d  
f l i g h t s  i n  1972.  The m a r k e t  s ha r es  f o r  t he p r i n c i p a l  a i r  
c a r r i e r s  we r e :  P a c i f i c  Wes t e r n  A i r l i n e s  ( 7 7 . 4 % ) ,  N o r d a i r
( 1 1 . 5 % ) ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J e t  A i r  ( 6 . 6 %) and T r a n s a i r  ( 4 . 5 % ) .

E q u i v a l e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c h a r t e r ,  c o r p o r a t e  
o r  p r i v a t e  f l i g h t s .
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N o n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i sur e? t r a v e l l e r s  a r e  e s t i m a t e d  to t o t a l  
4 , 7 0 0  i n  1972;  w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  at  l e a s t  
$2. 1 t r i l l i o n .  Th i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a 20% i n c r e a s e  over  1971

I n c l u s i v e  T o u r s :

P a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  such t o u r s  a r e  c o u n t e d  among t he 4 , 7 0 0  a i r  
t r a v e l l e r s  s i n c e  most  o f  t he  t o u r s  e n t e r e d  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  
T e r r i t o r i e s  by a i r .  The a v a i l a b l e  1972 dat a  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t he 1971 t o t a l  o f  1 , 500 p e r s o n s  on t o u r s  was r eac hed  once 
a g a i n ,  and p r o b a b l y  s u r p a s s e d .

Lodges and O u t f i t t e r s  S u r v e y :

The s u r v e y  r e s o o n s e s { 1 ) i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  b o t h  r e g i s t e r e d  g u e s t s  
and r e v e n u e s  f *-’ -1 i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  19 72 - q u e s t s  
( 4 , 5 7 3  i n  1972)  by 41% o v e r  1971 and r evenues  (S3. 1 m i l l i o n  
i n 1972)  by 9. 8%.

S e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  wer e new t o  t he 1972 s u r v e y  and t h e y  p r o ­
v i d e d  some i n t e r e s t i n g  s t a t i s t i c s .  Onl y  10.8% o f  t he 
r e n i s t o r e d  g u e s t s  wer e N. W. T .  r e s i d e n t s ;  the v a l u e  o f  l i q u o r  
and o t h e r  goods p u r c h a s e d  i n  t he N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  
ex c eede d  $ 4 2 5 , 0 0 0 ;  one q u a r t e r  o f  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  was 
Da i d  i n  wages and s a l a r i e s  t o  N. W. T.  r e s i d e n t  e mp l o y e e s ,  
and some 5è l  summer  j o b s  wer e  c r e a t e d  o f  wh i ch  49% were 
f i l l e d  by N. W. T.  r e s i d e n t s .

The l e n g t h  o f  o p e r a t i n g  s eas ons  f o r  l od g e s  and o u t f i t t e r s  
v a r i e d  as f o l l o w s :  13.7% ( open one m o n t h ) ,  27. 5% ( t wo
m o n t h s ) ,  35.3% ( t h r e e  m o n t h s ) ,  19. 6% ( f o u r  mon t hs )  and 
3 . 9 % ( g r e a t e r  t han f o u r  m o n t h s ) .

H o t e l s  and Mo t e l s  S u r v e y :

T h i s  s u r v e y  was c o n d u c t e d  f o r  t he f i r s t  t i n e  i n  1972 and t he 
r e s o o n s o  r a t e  (71%)  was much l o we r  t han t h a t  f o r  t he  l o d g e  
and o u t f i t t e r s  s u r v e y .

( 1 )  The s t a t i s t i c s  must  be t e mpe r ed  w i t h  the Knowl edge 
t h a t  s u r v e y  r e s p o n s e  r a t e s  ( 8 8 % i n  1 9 7 2 ) ,  q u e s t i o n s  
and c o n s i s t e n c i e s  o f  answer s  v a r y  f r o m y e a r  t o  y e a r .

( 2 )  Revenues f r om a c c o mmo d a t i o n ,  f ood and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
p r o v i d e d  by N. W. T.  o p e r a t o r s .



N e v e r t h e l e s s  , t he  a v a i l a b l e  s t a t i G t i c . i l  da t a  i s  q u i t e  
r e v e a l  i n n :  Mori* t han 1 1 0 , 0 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  q u e s t s ;  g r o s s\TO 4 ti Г% 4 f% Г ГЧ f  < Л Г) ^  ;  1 1 ,  ^  r .  / - „ . - „ „ . „ . - . I . - * , ' , ,  t ...  ̂ .4 4 .‘ 4. .4- 4 44 4. J 4J . V « . ■ H.? I I ion     ILMJU (lllu UtTlt̂ r
s e r v i c e s ) ;  some 600 j obs  g e n e r a t e d  n f  wh i c h  bOX ar e  
h e l d  bv N. W. T.  r e s i d e n t s ,  and w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d  wages and 
s a l a r i e s  o f  n e a r l y  $0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . T o u r i s t s  o r  l e i s u r e  
t r a v e l l e r s ^ !  c o n s t i t u t e d  a t  l e a s t  IG' t  o f  t ne r e g i s t e r e d  
q u e s t s  h u t  t he  v a s t  in a j  o r  i t  y wer e b u s i n e s s  and g o v e r nmen t  
t ra ve 1 1 e rs . 1

( 1)  These t r a v e l l e r s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t he h i ghway  
o r  a i r  t r d v o l  c o u n t s .
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Г »■ e ’•* i c k on z i e Mi nhway s y s t e m p r o v i d e 1, t he o n l y  r oad nitî ans 
o f  a c c o s 'i t o  t ue N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i  t o r i i . “ . . A t  t he or e  be n t  
t n i * . t he r, y s t .  m u nas f i v e  m a j o r  arms - l i n k i n g  A l b e r t a  w i t h  
t n r t  S i nn ' . on  , Y e l l o w k n i f e  ( v i a  Rout e  3 } ,  May R i v e r  ( v i a  
Rout t '  2 ) ,  T o r t  Smi t h  ( v i a  Rout e b) and F o r t  R e s o l u t i o n  ( v i a  
Rou t e  6 ) .  F o r t  S i nn  son i s  t he  t e r m i n u s  o f  t he Ma c k e n z i e  
H i g h w a y ,  a l t h o u g h  a w i n t e r  r oad  i s  s ome t i mes  opened f r om 
F o r t  Si mpson t o  c ommun i t i o s  i n  t he Ma c k e n z i e  V a l l e y .  Ther e  
a r e  a l s o  n l a n s  t o  e x t e n d  t he a l l - w e a t h e r  r oad  f r om F o r t  
S i i r nson  t o  t he A r c t i c  Ocean,  b u t  t he  c o m p l e t i o n  d a t e  i s 
unk n o wn .

3.1 V e h i c u l a r  T r a f f i c  Coun t s

V e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  c o u n t s  have been c o n d u c t e d  a t  v a r i o u s  
l o c a t i o n s ,  f o r  v a r y i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e ,  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  
Ho we v e r ,  t h e r e  ar e  no c o n s o l i d a t e d ,  an n u a l  t r a f f i c  c o u n t s  
a v a i l a b l e .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  a d e t a i l e d  t r a f f i c  c o u n t  i s  m a i n ­
t a i n e d  on t he f e r r i e s  c a r r y i n g  Rout e 3 o v e r  t he Ma c k e n z i e  
R i v e r  and t he  Ma c k e n z i e  Hi ghway  o v e r  t h e  L i a r d  R i v e r .

I f  i t  can be assumed t h a t  mos t  o f  t h e  h i g h w a v ,  l e i s u r e  
t r a v e l l e r s  t o t he T e r r i t o r i e s  v i s i t  e i t h e r  Y e l l o w k n i f e  
a n d / o r  F o r t  S i mps on ,  t hen  t h e s e  f e r r y  c o u n t s  i n c l u d e  mos t  
o f  t he h i qhway  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s .

T a b l e  3.1 shows t he  v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  c o u n t  on t he  Ma c k e n z i e  
f e r r y  a t  F o r t  P r o v i d e n c e  f o r  t he  p e r i o d  1969 t o  1972.  The 
maxi mum number  o f  v e h i c l e s  c a r r i e d  ( b o t h  d i r e c t i o n s )  d u r i n g  
t h o s e  f o u r  y e a r s  was 19, 691 i n  1 9 70.  The r e  i s no a p p a r e n t  
s t f ?ady g r o w t h  t r e n d :  i n  f a c t  t he  1972 t o t a l  o f  1 8 , 6 4 4  v e h i c l e s  
r e p r e s e n t s  a d e c r e a s e  f r om bo t h  t he 1971 and 1970 t o t a l s .

P r i v a t e  v e h i c l e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  5 9 . 7  %, 67 . 8%,  67. 9% and 66. 3% 
r e s p e c t i v e l y  o f  t he  1969- 72  t o t a l s .  Commer c i a l  v e h i c l e s ,  
as m i g h t  be e x p e c t e d ,  a r e  f a i r l y  e v e n l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h ­
o u t  t he  mont hs  be t ween May and November  when t he  f e r r y  i s  i n  
o p e r a t i o n .  The f l o w  o f  p r i v a t e  v e h i c l e s ,  on t he o t h e r  hand ,  
t ends  t o  peak i n  J u l y  and A u g u s t .  I n 1972,  t he J u l y - A u g u s t  
peak r e p r e s e n t e d  50. 3% o f  t he  t o t a l ,  p r i v a t e ,  v e h i c u l a r  
t r a f f i c .  I n p r e v i o u s  y ea r s  t he  p e r c e n t a g e s  we r e :  48. 2%
( 1 969 ) ,  45. 5% ( 1 970)  and 42. 7% ( 1 9 7 1 ) .  The- r eas on  f o r  t he  
r e v e r s a l  o f  t he downward t r e n d  ' n 1972 i s  unknown.



TAB LC 3 . 1

V E H I C UL A R T R A F FJ C COUNTS (NORTHBOUN D & SÜUT H B 0 Up__) 

M A C KHNZIE HIVE R_ F E_RR Y CP_OS_S I N G A_L_!: OR T Pl iQV I D EN C E

1969- 72

1969 1970 1971 1972
MONTH P r  i v a t e Comme rc  i a 1 P r i v a t e Comme rc  i a 1 P r i v a t e Comme rc  i a 1 P r  i v a t  e C omme rc  i

May 22 3 1 1 8 80 0 288 1 ,264 45 1 2 2 0 96
June 1 ,631 1 , 13  7 2 , 1 9 5 1 , 174 2 , 1 0 8 989 1 , 956 1 , 058
Ju 1 V 2, 321 1 , 1 A4 3 , 394 1, 19  3 2 , 8 9 4 1 ,099 3 , 2 6 4 1 , 249
A u u 2 , 244 1 , 075 2, 641 1 , 075 2 , 6 4 3 1 , 1 2 8 2 , 9 5 9 1 ,044
Sept 1 , 573 1 , 198 2 , 1 5 9 1 , 060 2 ,009 938 2 , 2 3 7 1 , 162
Oct 1, 277 1, 313 1 , 600 1, 132 1, 691 942 1 , 600 1 , 380
Nov 195 39 8 486 39 4 341 529 133 2 86

Dec - - - - 29 61 “

! OTAL 9 , 4 6 4 6 , 3 8 3 13 , 275 6 , 3 1 6 12, 979 6 , 1 3 7 12 , 369 6 , 2 7 5

GRAND
TOTAL 1 b ,84 7 19, 59 1 19 , 116 18 , 644

NOTES :

1 :) Ferry : F i rs t Trip Last

.3ui— |

1 969 May 2 5 Nov 1 5
1970 May 21 Nov 1 7
1971 May 11 Dec 4
1972 May 29 Nov 1 7

2) Comme r c i a l  v e h i c l e s  i n c l u d e  t r a c t o r - t r a i I e r , b u s e s ,  
c a t s ,  g r a d e r s ,  ( e t c . ) .

SOURCE: Hinhway D i v i s i o n ,  D e p a r t me n t  o f  P u b l i c  Works {N . W. T. ;
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Table 3.2 shows the 1972 v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  count  (bo t h  
d i r e c t i o n s )  on the L i a r d  R i v e r  f e r r y  near  F o r t  Simpson.  
P r ev i ou s  y e a r s '  counts  are no t  a v a i l a b l e .  The t o t a l  
number o f  v e h i c l e s  in 1972 was 5 ,432 whi ch r e p r e s e n t s  
29. )% ot  the v e h i c l e s  c r o s s i n q  on t he  Mackenz ie R i v e r  
f  e r ry .

There i s  a s i q n i f i c a n 1 1 y h i g h e r  pe r cen t ag e  o f  commerc i a l  
v e h i c l e s  us i ng  the L i a r d  f e r r y  (47.3%)  than i s  the case 
w i t h  t he  Mackenzie f e r r y  ( 3 3 . 7 %) ,  a l t h o u g h  the a b s o l u t e  
coun t  i s  2 . 4  t imes h i g h e r  on the Mackenzie f e r r y  than the 
L i a r d  f e r r y .  The r e l a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  due both to 
Y e l l o w k n i f e ' s  h i g h e r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  the h i g h e r  
number o f  p r i v a t e  v e h i c l e s ,  and to  t he  r e l a t i v e  a t t r a c t i v e ­
ness o f  Y e l l o w k n i f e  f o r  T e r r i t o r i a l  v i s i t o r s .

Tab le  3 .2  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the peak t r a v e l  months on the 
L i a r d  f e r r y  d i f f e r  f rom t hose on the Mackenzie f e r r y .  The 
peak months on the L i a r d  f e r r y  f o r  p r i v a t e  v e h i c l e s  were 
J u l y  (24.4% o f  a l l  p r i v a t e  v e h i c l e s )  and September  ( 22 . 9%) ;  
t he  peak month f o r  commerc i a l  v e h i c l e s  was August  w i t h  24.3% 
o f  a l l  commerc i a l  v e h i c l e s .

3 .2  V i s i t o r  R e n i s t r a t i o n s  a t  t he  60th  P a r a l l e l

L e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  to the No r t hwes t  T e r r i t o r i e s  are i n v i t e d  
to s i gn  a v i s i t o r s  book a t  the 60th  P a r a l l e l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c e n t r e ;  and to add t h e i r  comments about  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  upon 
t h e i r  r e t u r n  sou thwar d .  E x c l u d i n g  e n t r i e s  made by r e t u r n i n g  
N.W.T.  r e s i d e n t s ,  2 ,062 s i g n a t u r e s  were c o l l e c t e d  a t  the 
i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e  between June 1 and September  24,  1972.
Th i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a 35% i n c r ea s e  over  1971.

The s t a f f  a t  the i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e  no t ed  the number o f  
v i s i t o r s  Der s i g n a t u r e  w i t h  the r e s u l t  t h a t  2 ,062 s i g n a t u r e s  
c o r r espond ed  to 3,965 v i s i t o r s  i n  1972;  t h a t  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
a 55% i nc r e a s e  over  the 1971 t o t a l .  To t h i s  t o t a l  o f  3,965 
v i s i t o r s  can be added the l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  on buses ( 1 5 0 - 2 0 0 ) '  
and those t h a t  d i d  not  wi sh  to s i gn  t he v i s i t o r ' s  b o o k . ( - )

(1 ) D i v i s i o n  o f  T o u r - sm e s t i m a t e  based on d i s c u s s i o n s  
w i t h  Greyhound Bus L i n e s .

( 2 )  A r a t i o  o f  2 . 7 : 1  was used i n  the 1971 Repor t  on Tour i sm 
t o  e s t i m a t e  the t o t a l  number of  h i ghway t o u r i s t s  f rom 
the number o f  t o u r i s t s  s t o p p i n g  a t  the 60th P a r a l l e l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e .

Cent re
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TABLE _3_J?

HICULAR TRAFFIC COUNT (WESTBOUND & EASTBOUND) 

LIARD RJ_VER FERRY CROSSING NEAR FORT $1 MPSON

1972

Mon th P r i va te Commerc  i a 1

May 6 16
.lune 509 528
J u l y 698 425
Aug 523 62b
Sept 655 579
Oct 469 399

TOTAL 2 , 860 2,572

GRAND TOTAL 5,432

NOTES :

1) F e r r y :  F i r s t  t r i p  May 29
Las t  t r i p  Oct  26

2) Commercial  v e h i c l e s  i n c l u d e  t r a c t o r - t r a i 1e r s , 
buses (no s e r v i c e  i n  1972) ,  c a t s ,  g r a d e r s ,  
e t c .

SOURCE: Hiohway D i v i s i o n ,  Depar tment  o f  P u b l i c  Works 
( N . W . T . )
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P a r t  o f  the 352? i nc r ease  i n  s i g n a t u r e s  and the 55% i n c r ea s e  
i n  v i s i t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  those s i g n a t u r e s  can be a t t r i ­
buted to r ea l  g rowths  i n  h ighway t r a v e l l e r s  and e x p e n d i t u r e s .
On the o t h e r  hand,  p a r t  o f  the i n c r ea s e s  may be a t t r i b u t e d  
to  v a r i a t i o n s  i n t ech n i qu e s  used by the s t a f f  a t  the i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  c e n t r e  i n  1972 and the s t a f f  a t  the c e n t r e  in 1971.  I t  
i s  no t  p o s s i b l e  to be more s p e c i f i c .

Table 3.3 shows t h a t  n e a r l y  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the m o t o r i s t s  came 
f rom sou t he r n  Canada and most  o f  the r ema i n i ng  t h i r d  f rom the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Only 2% o f  the m o t o r i s t s  came f rom o u t s i d e  o f  
Nor t h  Amer i ca .  More than h a l f  o f  the v i s i t o r s  s i g n i n g  the book 
were A l b e r t a n s  (see Table 3 . 4 )  w h i l e  A l b e r t a , S a s k a t c h e w a n  and 
Man i t oba  t o g e t h e r  p r o v i d e d  71.2% o f  the Canadian v i s i t o r s .  
However ,  i t '  i s s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  note t h a t  O n t a r i o  p r o v i d e d  13.6% 
o f  a l l  Canadian v i s i t o r s ;  and B r i t i s h  Columbia 12.3%.

C a l i f o r n i a  was a ma j o r  sour ce  f o r  v i s i t o r s  f rom t he  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  16.7% o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t es  t o t a l  (see 
Table 3 . 5 ) .  The t h r ee  P a c i f i c  s t a t e s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Oregon 
and Washington t o g e t h e r  s u p p l i e d  28.3% o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t es  
l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  f o l l o w e d  by the E a s t - N o r t h  Ce n t r a l  s t a t e s  
w i t h  20.7% and the Moun t a i n  s t a t e s  w i t h  13.9%.

The m a j o r i t y  o f  the t r a v e l l e r s  to the No r t hwes t  T e r r i t o r i e s  
f rom o u t s i d e  of  No r t h  Amer i ca came f rom Europe,  however ,  
persons f rom A f r i c a ,  A u s t r a l i a  and New Zealand were a l s o  
r e p r e s e n t e d .

3 • 3 H i ghway T r a v e T i e r s  and Expendi  t u r es

The c u r r e n t ,  f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  h ighway t r a v e l l e r s  
e n t e r i n g  the Nor t hwes t  T e r r i t o r i e s  i s  no t  s u f f i c i e n t  to con ­
s o l i d a t e  the sots  o f  data p r esen t ed  in S e c t i o n  3.1 and 3 . 2 ;  
t o  de t e r m i ne  the t o t a l  numbers o f  r e s i d e n t  and n o n - r e s i d e n t  
bus i ness  and l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s .

From the point ;  o f  v iew o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  the v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  
d e s t i n e d  f o r  Y e l l o w k n i f e  and immediate p l a c e s ,  and f o r t  
Simpson i s  a d e q u a t e l y  su r veyed  f o r  seven months o f  the y e a r  
because o f  the a c c o u n t i n g  systems m a i n t a i n e d  on t he  f e r r i e s  
o n e r a t i n g  across  the Mackenzie R i v e r  at  F o r t  P r ov i dence  and 
the L i a r d  R i v e r  near  Fo r t  Simpson.  There does remain the 
prob l em o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  the volume o f  w i n t e r  t r a f f i c  u s i ng  the 
r e s p e c t i v e  i ce  b r i d g e s .



TABLE 3 . 3

VISITOR REGISTRATIONS - MAC KENZ 1E HIGHWAY  ̂1 )

! 9 72

A rea Re g i s t  ra t  i on_s V i s i t o r s  ( 2 )

No . % No. %

Canada 1,311 63.6 2,594 65.4

U.S.A. 705 34.2 1 ,297 32.  7

Other  C ou n t r i e s 46 2.2 74 1 .9

2,062 100.0 3,965 100.0

NOTES :

1) E x c l u d i n g  N.W.T.  r e s i d e n t s .

2) V i s i t o r s  per  r e g i s t r a t i o n  no t ed  by s t a f f
I n f o r m a t i o n  Ce n t r o .

SOURCE: V i s i t o r s  books ,  60th  P a r a l l e l  I n f o r m a t i o n
Cen t r e  (open June 1 - September  24 f o r  15 
hours each d a y . )
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T A B U 3 . 4

ORI GI NS OF CANADIAN ROAD TRAVELLERS

IN THE N . W.T.

1972

Prov i  nee V i s i to rs % To t a l

A1 be r t a 1 ,406 54.2
On ta r i  o 352 13.6
Saskatchewan 336 13.0
B r i t i s h  Columb i a 320 12.3
Mani toba 104 4.0
Ot he r  Canadians 76 2.9

TOTAL 2,594 100.0

Reg i on V i s i to rs % T o t a l
P r a i r i e s  П  ) 1 ,846 71 . 2
O n t a r i o  & Quebec 384 14.8
B r i t i s h  Columbi  a 320 12.3
A t l a n t i c  ( 2 ) 26 1 . 0
Unknown O r i g i n 18 0. 7

2,594 100.0

NOTES :

( 1 )  A l b e r t a ,  Sas k a t c hewa n  & M a n i t o b a

( 2 )  New B r u n s w i c k ,  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  
Я Ne wf o u n d l a n d

SOURCE: V i s i t o r s  books a t  6 0 t h  P a r a l l e l  I n f o r m a t i o n
Cent  re



TABLE 3 . 5

ORIGINS OF ROAD TRAVELLERS FROM THE U . 5 . A . 

IN THE N.W.T.

1972

St a t e Vi s i t o r s % To t a l
Ca l i  f o r n i  a 217 16.7
Washi ngton 107 8.2
Minnesota 95 7.3
Mi ch i gan 82 6.3
New York 59 4.6
Colorado 59 4.6

I l l i n o i s 620 47.8

TOTAL 1 ,297 100.0

Reg i on V i s i t o r s % T o t a l

P a c i f i c  ( 1 ) 367 28 . 3

E . N . Ce n t r a  1 ^  ^ 268 20.  7
Mo u n t a i n  ( 3 ) 180 13.9

W.N. C e n t r a l  ^  ^ 1 73 13 . 3

Mi d d l e  A t l a n t i c  (  ̂) 1 10 8 . 5

Ot h e r  Reg i ons 199 15. 3

1 ,297 100.0

NOTES :
( 1 )  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Washington ft Oregon
(2)  I l l i n o i s ,  I n d i a n a ,  M i c h i g a n ,  Ohio ft Wi scons i n
(3)  A r i z o n a ,  Co l o r ado ,  I daho ,  Montana,  New Mex i co ,  

Nevada,  Utah ft Wyoming
(A) Iowa,  Kansas,  M i nn e s o t a ,  M i s s o u r i ,  Nebraska ,  

Nor t h  ft South Dakota
(5)  New J e r s e y ,  New York ft P e n n s y l va n i a

SOURCE: V i s i t o r s  books at  60th P a r a l l e l  I n f o r m a t i o n
Cen t r e



The ma j o r  p r o b l ems ,  however ,  r e l a t e  to the de t e r m i n a 1 1on o f  
t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r i n g  the T e r r i t o r i e s  bound f o r  Hay R i v e r  and 
d e s t i n a t i o n s  a long Routes 5 and 6. The number o f  assumpt i ons  
r e q u i r e d ,  based on e x i s t i n q  d a t a ,  to e s t i m a t e  such t r a v e l l e r  
f l ows  are so numerous t h a t  t he  end r e s u l t s  would be e x t r e m e l y  
s u s p e c t .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  a t t e m p t s  o n l y  to p r o v i d e  e s t i m a t e s  
o f  the number ,  and e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f ,  n o n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i s u r e  
t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r i n q  the No r t hwes t  T e r r i t o r i e s .  The enumera­
t i o n  p r ocedu r e  i s  the same as the one used i n the 1971 Repor t  
on Tour i sm.

As i n d i c a t e d  in S e c t i o n  3 . 2 ,  3,965 n o n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i s u r e  
t r a v e l l e r s  v i s i t e d  the 60th  P a r a l l e l  i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e  
between June 1 and September  24.  1972.  To these t r a v e l l e r s  
can be added 175 bus p a s s e n q e r s t 1) and some 7,060 o t h e r  
t r a v e 11e r s ( - )  t h a t  d i d  not  s t op  a t  the i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e .
The qrand t o t a l  n o n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  i s  thus 
e s t i m a t e d  to be 11,200 which r ep r es e n t s  an i nc r e a s e  o f  24.4% 
ove r  1971.

A o n l y i n q  the 1971 averaqe e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  mo to r i n g  t o u r i s t s  
( i . e .  $55.55 ) to the 1972 n o n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  
y i e l d s  qross e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  $622,200.  Thi s  a l so  r e p r e s e n t s  
a qa i n  o f  24.4% o v e r  1971 s i n c e  a c o n s t a n t  m u l t i p l i e r  ( 3 5 5 . 5 5 )  
i s used in the c a l c u l a t i o n .  The average e x p e n d i t u r e  pe r  
t r a v e l l e r  would annear  to be a low e s t i m a t e  f o r  1972;  and i t  
must  a l s o  be remembered t h a t  r e s i d e n t  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  as 
w e l l  as r e s i d e n t  and n o n - r e s i d e n t  bus i ness  t r a v e l l e r s  a l so  
make e x p e n d i t u r e s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  to the economy o f  the 
No r t h we s t  T e r r i t o r i e s .

(1)  The mean va l ue  o f  the D i v i s i o n  o f  Tour i sm e s t i m a t e .  

(?)  7060 - [ (3965 + 175) x 2.705 J - 3965.
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4.  M R  TRAVEL

A i r  t r a v e l l e r s  can be b r o a d l y  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  those t h a t  
t r a v e l  nn commerc i a l  a i r l i n e s  and those t h a t  t r a v e l  on 
c o r p o r a t e  and p r i v a t e  a i r c r a f t .  The f o r me r  t r a v e l l e r s  
c o n s t i t u t e  the m a j o r i t y  e n t e r i n g  the No r t h we s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  
and are o f  ma j o r  concer n  f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t .

There a r e  v a r i o u s  t i e r s  o f  commerc i a l  a i r l i n e s  s e r v i n g  the 
No r t h we s t  T e r r i t o r i e s .  The p r i m a r y  t i e r  i s  composed o f  t he  
t h r e e ,  o f f i c i a l  r e g i o n a l  c a r r i e r s  - N o r d a i r ,  whi ch se r ves  
the e a s t e r n  A r c t i c  t h r ough  M o n t r e a l ;  T r a n s a i r ,  whi ch se r ves  
the c e n t r a l  A r c t i c  t h r ough  C h u r c h i l l  and P a c i f i c  Western 
A i r l i n e s ,  whi ch serves the we s t e r n  A r c t i c  t h r o u g h  Edmonton.  
There i s  some o v e r l a p p i n g  o f  the r e g i o n a l  c a r r i e r s '  r ou t e  
s t r u c t u r e s  b u t ,  f o r  the most  p a r t ,  the r e g i o n a l  c a r r i e r s  p r o ­
v i de  schedu l ed  s e r v i c e s  f rom s o u t h e r n  Canada to d e s i g n a t e d ( 1) 
areas i n  the No r t h we s t  T e r r i t o r i e s .

The second t i e r  o f  a i r l i n e s  i s  composed o f  those a i r l i n e s  
t h a t  o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  the No r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  and o t h e r  
p r o v i n c e s .  They are n o t  u s u a l l y  a l l o we d  to compote w i t h  
the r e q i o n a l  c a r r i e r s  s e r v i n g  the s o u t h e r n  Canada- N . W. T. 
ma r k e t ,  e x c e p t  i n the case o f  c h a r t e r  g r oups .  Th i s  group 
i n c l u d e s  some two dozen a i r l i n e s  v a r y i n g  f rom o n e - a i r c r a f t  
companies to comnanies w i t h  mu 1t i - a i r c r â f t  f l e e t s .  These 
a i r l i n e s  somet imes o f f e r  s ch e d u l ed  s e r v i c e s  but  the m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  are c h a r t e r  o p e r a t i o n s .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J e t  A i r  L t d .  wh i ch  ope r a t es  a schedu l ed  s e r v i c e  
f rom Wh i t eho r se  to I n u v i k  canno t  t e c h n i c a l l y  be d e s c r i b e d  as 
a renional'di r c a r r i e r .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  p a r t  o f  the second t i e r .  
However ,  s i nc e  i t  is p e r f o r m i n g  a r o l e  s i m i l a r  to t h a t  o f  a 
r e g i o n a l  a i r  c a r r i e r ,  t he a i r l i n e  has been i n c l u d e d  w i t h  the 
o f f i c i a l  r e g i o n a l  c a r r i e r s  i n  the f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n .

^ • 1 Passe n g e r s Car r i ed by Régi  on a 1 Ai r Ca r r  i e r s

The t ask  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  the numbers o f  a i r  t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r ­
ing the No r t hwes t  T e r r i t o r i e s  i s  somewhat s i m p l i f i e d  because 
the r e g i o n a l  c a r r i e r s  o f f e r  the m a j o r i t y  of  the s e a t - m i l e s  
between s o u t h e r n  Canada and t he No r t h we s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  on 
t h e i r  schedu l ed  s e r v i c e s  and,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c a r r y  most  o f  the 
passengers  t r a v e l l i n g  on these r o u t e s .

(1)  Des i gna t ed  by the A i r  T r a n s p o r t  Commi t tee o f  the 
Canadian T r a n s p o r t  Commiss ion.
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P a c i f i c  Wes t e r n  A i r l i n e s  c a r r i e d  4 1 , 7 2 5 ,  o r  7 7 . 4 ' / ,  o f  t he  
a i r  t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r i n g  t he N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  on s c h e d u l e d  
f l i g h t s  i n  1072.  T ab l e  4. 1 shows t he m o n t h l y  b r eak down  f o r  
t hes e  t r a v e l l e r s  who a l l  pas s ed  t h r o u g h  t he Edmont on g a t e wa y .
The peak t r a v e l  mont h  was A u g u s t  ( i . r  . 12.4?,  o f  t he  ann u a l
t o t a l ) .  The f o u r  mont hs o f  J u n e ,  J u l y ,  A u g u s t  and Sep t e mb e r  
t o g e t h e r  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  43. 4% o f  t he annua l  t r a f f i c .

P a c i f i c  We s t e r n  A i r l i n e s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t he  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  
p a s s e n o e r s  d u r i n q  t hos e  f o u r  peak mont hs  was as f o l l o w s :

R e t u r n i n g  r e s i d e n t s  50%; i n d u s t r y  and g o v e r n me n t  p e r s o n n e l  
40% and l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  10%. ( P . W. A.  wer e n o t  a b l e  t o
e s t i m a t e  t he  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  l e i . u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  d u r i n g  t he  
b a l a n c e  o f  t he y e a r ) .

The p r i n c i p a l  d e s t i n a t i o n s  o f  t he  41 , 7 2 5  a i r  t r a v e l l e r s  a r e  
p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  4 . 2 .  Y e l l o w k n i f e  was t he p r i n c i p a l  d e s ­
t i n a t i o n  w i t h  37. 1% o f  t he  t r a f f i c  f o l l o w e d  by I n u v i k  ( 23 . 6%)  
and Hay R i v e r  ( 1 7 . 3 % ) .

Mov i na  e a s t w a r d  a c r o s s  t he  c o u n t r y ,  T r a n s a i r  c a r r i e d  2 , 4 2 4 ,  
o r  4 . 5%,  o f  t he  a i r  t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r i n g  t he  N o r t h w e s t  T e r ­
r i t o r i e s  on s c h e d u l e d  f l i g h t s  i n  1972.  T a b l e  4 . 3  shows t he 
m o n t h l y  b r eakdown f o r  t hes e  t r a v e l l e r s  who a l l  pas s ed  t h r o u g h  
t he C h u r c h i l l  g a t e w a y .  As w i t h  P a c i f i c  We s t e r n  A i r l i n e s ,  
T r a n s a i r ' s  peak t r a v e l  mont h was Au g u s t  ( i . e .  14.3% o f  t he  
annua l  t r a f f i c ) .  The t h r e e  m a j o r  t r a f f i c  mont hs  wer e J u n e ,
J u l y  and Au g u s t  wh i c h  c o n t r i b u t e d  38. 7% o f  t h e  ann u a l  t o t a l .

The T r a n s a i r  da t a  r e v e a l e d  an i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  peaks 
f o r  n o r t h  and s o u t h b o u n d  t r a v e l  d i f f e r e d  s l i g h t l y ;  t he  f o r m e r  
b e i n g  i n  Au gus t  and t he l a t t e r  i n  S e p t e mb e r .  Î  fie re wer e  no 
e s t i m a t e s  p r o v i d e d ,  h o we v e r ,  f o r  t he  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  l e i s u r e  
t r a v e l l e r ' s  u s i n g T r  a n s a i r  ' s s e r v i c e s .

Tab l e  4 . 4  shows t he  p r i n c i p a l  d e s t i n a t i o n s  f o r  t he  a i r  t r a v e l l e r s  
f l y i n g  w i t h  T r a n s a i r .  R a n k i n  I n l e t  ( 31 . 2% Of  t he  t r a v e l l e r s ) .  
Bak e r  Lake ( 23 . 4%)  and L s k i m o P o i n t  ( 21 . 0%)  wer e t he p r i n c i p a l  
d e s t i n a t i o n s  'vh ir .f i  t o g e t h e r  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  75.6% o f  T r a n s a i r ' s  
t r a f f i c  f r om C h u r c h i l l .

N o r d a i r  c a r r i e d  6 , 1 7 5  pas se m e r s  on s c h e d u l e d  f l i g h t s  t o  t he  
N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s  i n 1972 ( 11 . 5% o f  t he t o t a l ) .  The 
m o n t h l y  a n a l y s i s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  4 . 5 .  The peak t r a v e l l i n g  
month was August  (16.6% o f  the annual  t r a f f i c ) :  J u l y ,  Augus t  
and Sep t e mb e r  t o g e t h e r  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  n e a r l y  44/, o f  l f ie  annua l  
t o t a l .



TABLE 4 . 1

MONTHLY A I R  T R A F F I C

£ DMONTON TO THE N . W . T .

1972

Mont h Pas s e n g e r s % Tot  a 1

Janua ry 1 , 718 4.  1
Feb rua r y 2 ,647 6 . 1

March 3 , 1 3 b 7. 5
A p r i l 2 , 9 7 0 7. 1
May 3 , 5 3 2 8 . 5
June 4 , 032 9 . 7
J u l y 4 , 7 3 5 11. 3
Augus t 5 , 171 12. 4

Seo t embe r 4 , 161 1 0 . 0

O c t o b e r 3 , 566 8 . 5

Novembe r 3 , 3 8 3 8 . 1

Decenibe r 2 , 7 8 0 6 . 7

TOTAL 41 , 725 1 0 0 . 0

SOURCE:  P a c i f i c  We s t e r n  A i r l i n e s



TABLE 4.2

AIR TRAFFIC

DMONTOM TO PRINC! [ u a l  DESTINATIONS ! N TW Г  fj 1

1972

D e s t i n a t i o n P a s s e j ig e rs % T o t a l

F o r t  Smi t h 3, 079 7. 4

Hav R i v e r 7, 224 17. 3

Y e l l o w k n i f e 15 , 477 37.  1

No rma n We l l s 2 , 560 6 . 1

I n u v i k 9 , 824 23 . 6

F o r t  Si mnson 1 , 033 2 . 5

Cambr i dge  Bay 722 1 . 7

R e s o l u t e  Bay 1 , 806 4 . 3

TOTAL 4 1 , 7 2 5 100.0

SOURCE:  P a c i f i c  We s t e r n  A i r l i n e s



Т Л О L C 4 . 3

M O N T H L Y  A I R  T RA Г Г I C

C H U f T H I L L  TO THE N . W . T .

1 9 7 2

Month Passengers % To t a l

J a n u a ry 94 3.9

February 118 4.9

March 1 58 6.5

Apr i  1 1 46 6. 0

May 189 7.8

June 274 11.3

J u l y 317 13. 1

August 346 14.3

September 213 8 . 8

Oc tober 199 8.2

November 197 8.1

Decembc r 1 73 7.1

TOTAL 2,424 100.0

S O U R C E  : T r a n s  a i  r



T A B L E  4 . 4

AIR TRAFFIC
CHURCHILL TO PRINCIPAL DESTINAT IONS IN THE N.W.T.

1972

Des t i nation Passengers % Total
Eskimo Point 509 21 . 0

Whale Cove 77 3.2
Rankin Inlet 757 31.2
Chesterfield Inlet 143 5.9
Baker Lake 568 23.4
Coral Harbour 264 1 0 .9
Repulse Bay 106 4.4

TOTAL 2,424 1 0 0 . 0

S O U R C E :  T r a n s a i r



T A B L E  4 . 5

M O N T H L Y  A I R  T R A F F I C

M O N T R E A L  TO T HE  N . W . T .

1 9 7 2

Month Passenqers % Total
J a n u a ry 400 6.5
Feb rua ry 247 4.0
Ma rch 321 5.2
April 346 5.6
May 612 9.9
June 582 9.4
July 741 1 2 . 0

Augus t 1 ,023 16.6
September 942 15.3
October 403 6.5
November 292 4.7
Decembe r 266 4 . 3

TOTAL 6,175 1 0 0 . 0

S O U R C E :  N o r d a i r
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Montreal and Toronto were the principal originating cities for these travellers. Frobisher Bay was the principal des­tination in the Territories; although Pangnirtung, Clearwater 
Fjord and the Penny Ice Cap reqion were the favourite des­tinations for leisure travellers.
Nordair estimated that the airline carried 450 tou'ists, or leisure travellers, on its northern routes between June 1 and August 31 (i.e. the summer season). This represents 19.1% of the traffic for those three months or 7.3% of the total annual traffic.
The leisure traveller percentage was even higher in the case of the route to Pangnirtung. Nordair estimated that 65% of the 356 passengers carried from Frobisher Bay to Pangnirtung 
during the June 1-August 31 period were tourists.
As mentioned previously, International Jet Air Ltd. has been included in this section because the airline is performing a role similar to that of a regional carrier. The Division of Tourism estimates that some З.бОСП1) air travellers may have entered the Northwest Territories through the Whitehorse gateway in 1972 via International Jet Air. The percentage of the 3,600 travellers that are leisure travellers is not known .

4.2 Other Air Travellers

Statistical data about the number of air travellers carried on charter flights, in corporate aircraft (e.g. emoloyees of oil comnanies) and in private aircraft are scarce or non­
existent.
Some of the travellers arriving in the Northwest Territories on charter flights enter into the discussions on inclusive tours in Section 5 and the lodges and outfitters in Section
6 . The unknown factor, however, is the percentage relation­ship between the air travellers discussed in Section 5 and 6 and the total number of travellers entering the Northwest Territories on charter flights: Nor has it proven possibleto estimate the number of travellers on either coroorate or private aircraft.

(1) Seats/aircraft (28) x average load factor (50%) x annual operations (5 da.ys/week x 52 weeks from Whitehorse to Inuvik).
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4.3 Air Travellers and Expenditures

A simDlified approach has once again been adopted to estimate the number of leisure air travellers and their expenditures since there are major gaps in the existing air travel data. There is no information available in regard to the average expenditures of business travellers and so they are excluded from the discussions in this section.
An important first step was to calculate the annual variations between the 1971 and 1972 summer season traffic (June 1- September 30) of the regional carriers, based on data in the 
preceding tables and the 1971 Report on Tourism^1 2). It was determined that Pacific Western Airlines' traffic increased by 28.8% while both Transair's and Nordair's traffic declined (2 .0 % and 8 .2 % respectively). The overall net gain for the three carriers was 19.9%.
Assuming that relationships described in the 1971 Report on Tourism^1) are valid for 1972, the number of 1972 leisure travellers carried on both scheduled and charter flights is estimated to be 4,70012).
This is what is meant by the simplified approach referred to earlier in the section. The 1972 leisure travellers rriav be slightly underestimated since International Jet Air appeared to carry more passengers on the Whitehorse-Inuvik route in 1972 than its predecessor did in 1971. This fact is not 
fully recognized using the above procedure but further factual data are not available.
In 1971 3,900 air tourists spent an average of $450 per person for a total of $1.75 million. Applying the same average expenditure to the 4,700 leisure travellers in 1972 yields a total exDenditure of $2.1 million (20% increase over 1971).

(1) Pages 14 and 15.
(2) 1971 leisure travellers on scheduled flights (3,000) x 1971-72 annual increase (19.9%) x 1971 ratio of total travellers to those on scheduled flights (1 .3 :1 ).
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5. INCLUSIVE TOURS

This section deals with tours which offer group transporta­tion rates and other services including lodging, meals and entertainment; in particular general landscape tours, special purpose tours and the post convention tours. Inclusive tours offered by the sport fishing and big game lodges and outfitters 
constitute a very important segment of the whole inclusive tour business in the Northwest Territories; however, they are described in detail in Section 6 .
Most of these tours entered the Northwest Territories by air and, therefore, have already been included in the analyses 
in Section 4; either as travellers on scheduled flights or travellers on charter flights.
Table 5.1 shows the types of groups carried by Pacific Western Airlines, Transair and Nordair as well as some typical itin­eraries and lengths of stay. Some of the groups were more business oriented than leisure oriented, but were included in the table on the assumption that a portion of their activities were leisure oriented.
The table is bv no means comolete. Arctic Cruise Lines, for examole, offered 14 trips (north and southbound), each one of seven davs duration, between Hay River and Tuktoyaktuk on the Mackenzie River 1972. Altogether, the Norweta carried 
145 passemers in 1972 which represents a 15% increase over 
19 71.

Information about the following grouns was not collected in time to include in tins report. Nomad Groun Tours (several),Horizon Holidav Tours (several), Clare Burt Travel '(ours(several) as well as a number of other groups^1).
The 1971 Report on Tourism reported t hL 1,426 persons parti-ci n a t e d in such inclusive t o u ' s in 1971. The available dataindicates that the same level or better was achieved in 1972.I he Division of Tourism informally surveyed the hotels and motels in Yellowknife, an important stopover point for inclu­
sive tours, and learned that a oproxima te 1v 1 0 0 tour groups passed through the city in 1972, of which’ 30% could be classified under the leisure traveller category. Since the average size of the groups listed in Table 5.1 is 49.6 persons, the 30 groups passing through Yellowknife could 
easily have included 1,500 persons.

(1) For tours and itineraries, see Lxnlorers Guide 1972.
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Months

Jan 
Ma rch 

Ma rch

A p r i l

May

May

May

J une 

June

June 

J l i l y

July
July

August

INCLUSIVE TOURS & ITINERARIES 

1972

TABLE 5 .1

Name of Group or Tour Operator Route
Number
ofPers ons

Trip Length in Day
3Arctic Rovers Not aval Table 1 1 7

Arctic Rovers Not avai Table 117 3
Yellowkn i fe Curling Assoc. Not available 1 1 7 3
Westminster
Band Vancouver-Whitehorse- Resolute-Cambridge Bay- Yell owknife-Hay River- Van couver

75 4

Ke rri s da 1 e School Not available 80 4
Gordon 
Securi ties Montreal-Winnipeg-Reso1ute-1nuvi k-Fai rbanks-Inuvik-Calgary

65 3

Tenneco V.I.P. Calgary-Rae Pt.-Resolute -Kinq Christian Island- Ca1ga ry
65 2

Alberta Wheat Pool Not available 80 7
PanArc t i c V . I .P. Calgary-Rae Pt.-Yellow­

kni fe-Inuvik-Rae Pt.- Eureka-Resolute-Frobi sher Bay-Calgary

65 N/A

Yellowkni fe Fastbal 1 Not available 1 1 7 N/A
RoyalAs t ronomi ca1 Society

Calgary-lnuvi k-Calgarv 65 N/A

Corbett's Snorts Shoo Frobisher-Panqni rtung- Frobisher 1 5 4
(Private Group) Frobi sher-Clearwater Fjord-Frobi sher 3 4
Corbett's Sports Shop Frobi sher-Pangrii rtung- Frobisher 15 3

C O N T I N U E D



August

Augus t 

Aug us t

August 

Oc t

Nov

Dec

SOURCE :

T A B L E 5 .  1

MinnesotaHistoricalSociety
Frobisher-Lake Harbour- Гrob i s he r 16 1

(Private Gr o u p) Frobisher-Clearwater Fj ord 7 1

International Geon raph i c 
Society

Frobisher-Lake Harbour- 
Frob i sher

10 1

(Private Group) Pangni rtung-Suimni t Lake 3 14
Duke of Marlborough & Edinburgh School

Churchill-Rank in Inlet- Church i 11 2 0 N/A

Drill Arctic V.I.P. Calgary-Resolute-DepotPt.-Resolute-Calgary 65 2

Northwes t Terri tori a 1 Teachers
Edmonton-Fort Smi th- Edmon ton 1 1 7 3

OTHERS :
Grouns from Boston ,
P i t ts b u rgh , Milan and 
G re nob 1e

Frobisher-Ponny Ice Can Region of Baffin Island 30 10-25

Pacific Western Airlines, Nordair and Transair. 
(Excludes groups regularly carried to two lodges).
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6 . ACCOMMODATION SURVTVS

Information about the operations of sport fishing lodges, sport fishinn outfitters and big game outfitters has been 
nathered and comniled into reports tor several years. tor the first time, similar information was gathered from the hotels and motels in 1972. It is the voluntary co-operation of the respective owners and operators that has made the collection of such information possible.

6 .1 Lodges and Outfitters Survey

The area distribution of lodges, tent-camps, cabins and outfitters1 1 1 is shown in Table 6.1 in terms of beds and bed nights offered during the 1972 summer season. The Northwest Territories has been subdivided into three geographic areas. The majority of the beds (73.3%) and bed nights (77.8%) were offered in the western Northwest Territories followed by the central and eastern areas.
Great Bear Lake is the single most important geographic area both in terms of beds (37.2% of the N.W.T. total) and bed nights (29.8% of th? N.W.T. total). However, it is interest­ing to note how the percentage share of bed nights is much lower than that for beds, reflecting the shortness of the 
visitor season in the Great Bear Lake area.
Table 6.2 presents a summary of the information obtained from the survey forms. The response rate1 - 1 was 8 8% although some of the questions were not answered and others were not answered consistently. The table indicates both the number of replies to each question and the respective totals.
It is difficult to compare years when the compositions and consistencies of responses vary, nevertheless, it would appear that both guests and gross revenues1 ' 1 increased between 1971 and 1972 (41.1% and 9.8% respectively according to the data).

(1) The number of outfitters is mentioned in Table 6.1 butno estimates are available of the amount of accommodation equipment they provided.
(2) Number of forms returned as percentaoe of number of forms di stributed.
(3) Based on answers to questions 3 and 4 plus 50% of total in question 5 (same assumption as used in the 1971 Report 

on Tourism).



TABLE 6,1
AREA DISTRIBUTION OF LODGES AND OUT f1TTE RS

1972

Area Beds Bed Nights

Wes tern N.W.T. ( 1 )
No. % Total N o. % Tota1

Great Slave Lake(>?) 176 21. 4 1 2 , 8 1 8 23. 3Yel 1 owkn i fe Area f •' ) 63 7.7 5,821 1 0 . 6Great Bear Lake^4) Inuvi k Area Cs) 306 37.2 16,352 29.830 3.6 6 , 350 1 1 . 6Others^ 0 4 2 a 3.4 1 ,400 2.5
Sub Total 603 73.3 42,741 77.8

Cen t ra 1 N.W.T. ̂ 7 )
No rth () Central 80 9.7 4,224 7.7

6 6 8 . 0 4,010 7. 3South t ^ 46 5.6 3,454 6.3
Sub Total 192 23. 3 1 1 , 6 8 8 21 . 3

Ea s t e rn N . W. T . ( 1 1 ) 28 3.4 508 0.9

GRAND TOTAL 823 1 0 0 . 0 54,937 1 0 0 . 0

C O N T I N U E D
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T A B L E  6 . 1

NOTES: 24

TentArea Limits Lodqes Camps Outf i tters Othe rs
(1 ) Longitude 110°W to Yukon bo-der - - - -
(2 ) Shoreline locations 6 - 3
(3) Within 100 mile radius of Yel1owkni fe 4 1 1 -
(A) Shoreline locations 5 - - .

(5) Within 1 0 0 mile radius of Inuvik, and includ­ing Colville Lake
1 1 1 Cabin

(6 ) All remaining areas 1 1 5 Cabin &CruiseShip
(7) Lonaitudes 75°W to 1 1 0 °W, excluding east arm of Great Slave Lake

“ “

(8 ) North of Latitude 6 6 °N 2 - - -

(9) Latitudes 63°N to 6 6 ° N 2 1 _

(1 0 ) South of Lati tude 63°N 2 2 - _

(ID East of Longitude 75°N 1 1 _

24 6 20 3

SOURCE: 1 9 72 Explorer's Guide an:' 1 9 72 lodge ?nrl outfittersurvey forms.



3 0 .

?!̂W. T . LODGES AND OU T F I T T E RS SURVEY 
19 72

T A B L E  6 . 2

Questions R e pii e s
No.(l) Totals

1 . Number of registered Quests in 1972. Ы 4,573
2 . Number of guests who were N.W.T. residents. 47 493
3. Gross revenue includinq transportation when part of a nackage dea1 . 47 $2,602,800
4 . Estimated total value of charters of N.W.T. based aircraft contracted and paid for by guests but NOT included in the aross revenue figure above.

41 $185,630

5 . Estimated transnortation costs of guests from their noint of departure outside the Territories and return, n : t included in package deals.

35 $650,280

6 . Estimated value of all other goods, excluding liquor, purchased in the N.W.T. 43 $369,535
7 . Estimated value of liquor purchased in the N.W.T. 40 $55,789
8 . Estimated total value of wages and salaries 

oaid to N.W.T. resident employees. 49 $251,618
9 . Number of employees who were:

N.W.T. residents 51 274
N on-N.W.T. residents 51 287

1 0 . What were your opening and closing dates. 7 1 month
14 2 months
18 3 months
10 4 months

2 G re a ter than 4 mon ths

(1) Excludes two forms returned from lodges that did not one rate in 19 72.
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Questions 2, 6 , 7, 8 , 9 and 10 were new to the 1972 survey, and they provided some interesting statistics. Only 10.8« of the registered guests were N.W.T. residents; the value of 
liquor and other goods purchased in the Northwest Territories exceeded $425,000; one quarter of a million dollars was paid in wages and salaries to N.W.T. resident employees, and some 561 summer jobs wore created of which 49% were 1 1 1 led Py 
N.W.T. residents.
The responses to question 10 show the lengths of the operat­ing seasons for lodges and outfitters. The respective per­
centages are 13.7% (one month), 27.6% (two months), 35.3*> (three months), 19.6% (four months) and 3.9% (greater than 
four months).

6 .2 Hotels and Motels Survey

The area distribution of hotels and motels, in terms of beds and bed nights offered, is shown in Table 6.3. The percentage shares for beds and bed nights are almost identical because most hotels and motels operate the year round. Also because of this fact, the number of bed niqhts offered by hotels and motels is 9 . 5  times the number offered bv lodges, tent camps 
and cabins; even thouoh the respective ratio of beds is only 
1.75:1.
As in the case of the lodges, the vast majority (89%) of hotel and motel beds and bed nights are offered in the western 
area of the Northwest Territories followed by the eastern N.W.T. (larnelv because of the size of the Frobisher Inn) and 
the central N.W.T.
Table 6.4 presents a summary of the information obtained from the surveys, with the number of replies to each question.The response rate was 71% which is much lower than the survey of lodges and outfitters. Unfortunately some of the large 
hotels and motels are included in the 29% non-responses.
Nevertheless, the available statistical data is quite revealing 
More than 110,000 registered quests; gross revenues of $4.9 million (accommodation, food and other services); some 600 jobs generated of which 59% are held bv N.W.T. residents, and wi tli associated wages and salaries of nearly $900,000. Tourists or leisure travellers constituted at least 15% of the registered 
guests but the vast majority were business and government travellers.
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DI S T R II. U TI ON _0_lr HOTELS A N D MOTE LS 
1972

T A B L E  6 . 3

Loca t i  on

Number o f  
H o t e l s  Я 
Mo te 1 s Beds Bed N i g h t s

No. % To t a l No. % To t a l

Western N . W. T . U  1

Ve i l owkn  i fe 
I n u v i  k 
Hay R i v e r  
Others

4
2
3

1 1

405
284
191
402

28.2
19.8
13.3
28 .0

147,825 
103,660 

69 ,715 
144,426

28.3 
19.9
13.3 
27. 7

Sub T o t a l 20 1 ,282 89 .3 465,626 89.2

C e n t r a l  N . W . T . f l j 1 34 ? . 4 12,410 2.4

Eas te rn N . W. T /  11 2 120 8.4 43,800 8. 4

GRAND TOTAL 23 1 ,436 100.0 521,836 100.0

NOTE : (!) Same arpaü as in I a h 1 o 6.1.
SOURCE: 1972 Explorer's Guide.
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N.W.T.  HOTELS AND MOTELS SURVEY 

1972

T A B L E  6 , 4

Ques t i  ons Rep 1i es
No. ( T o t a l s

1. Number o f r e g i s t e r e d  gues t s  i n 1 9 72. 15 110,712

2 . Gross revenue - accommodat i o n s . 16 $ 1 , 9 1 7 , 9 7 5

3. Gross revenue - food and o t h e r s e r v i c e s . 14 $3 , 0 3 8 , 5 0 0

4 . Per cen tage o f  gues t s  c l a s s e d  as

(a) T o u r i s t s 16 1 5%
(b) Bus i ness  and Government  

t  ra ve 1 1 e rs
16 67%

(c) Othe rs 16 1 8%

5 . Number o f employees who were:

N.W.T . Res i de n t s 16 349
Non-N . W. T . Res i den t s 16 245

6 . Es t i ma t e d t o t a l  v a l ue  o f  wages and 16 $873,870

s a l a r i e s  p a i d  to N.W.T.  r e s i d e n t  
emp1o y e e s .

(1) Excludes one form returned from a hotel that did not onerate in 1972.
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