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Dear Commissioner Hodgson:
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We have thought a great deal about your letter of Mardi 16 and motion 
34-48 passed at the 48th session of the Council of the Northwest Territories. 
Although your letter was directed to Mr. Kitson Vincent, I am replying to it 
because I was the Chairman of the Canadian Arctic Resources Committee from 
its inception until May 22nd, 1973. Since your letter was considered during 
my term of office, I have been asked by Dr. Thompson to respond to it and to 
take necessary action related to it.

I would be .less than frank if I did not admit that our Committee regrets 
that à strong sense of antipathy appears to exist among the members of the 
Territorial Council over the fact that residents of southern Canada are 
concerned about aspects of northern development. It is true that there is a 
strong sense of concern, however, it seems to us that there would be reason 
to welcome it, rather than to deplore it, because surely members of the 
Council would not want a repetition of a situation in which "irresponsible 
development" would result in the "pollution mess" which must now be cleared 
up in many areas of southern Canada. We urge members of Council not to consider 
organizations such as ours as interlopers but as fellow Canadians who do not 
want "irresponsible development" to do to the North what it has done to the 
South.

I would like to be personal for a moment and to speak a little about my 
personal motivations. I worked for two Governments, Newfoundland and Ontario, 
before getting into a situation which would allow me to actively work as a 
citizen, as well as a professional, to prevent environmental deterioration.
1 joined a university in 1962 and since that time much of this effort has been 
directed toward problems in southern Canada. 1 have worked hard to alert a wide 
band of citizenry of problems which have resulted from development, in many cases 
as a result of government actions to promote industrial growth, but without 
adequate consideration to provide protection of the environment.

In Canada, once one gets beyond the major urbanized areas, the most serious 
pollution problems have resulted from the pulp and paper industry and the mining 
industry. Neither of these were subjected to adequate environmental controls 
anywhere in Canada prior to this decade when strong citizen action groups began 
to form in Canada. I suspect that they are the principal sources of the pollution 
which roaches Hudson's Ray. I participated in a study for the Science Council of 
Canada in 1969 which discussed this problem in very frank terms and which made 3
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recommendations on an approach to solving it. However, as you will no doubt 
be aware, governments move very slowly unless votes are at stake. Thc'ir'acti one '■ 
in this area has been no exception. Regulations to control pollution from the 
pulp and paper industry have just been enacted by the Federal Government and 
regulations for the mining industry are just being formulated. I a in a member 
of several organizations that are working to help resolve these problems. I 
assure you and Council that we will continue to press hard to prevent the 
pollution problems of the South being transferred to the North.

My motivations as far as the North is concerned were expressed in an 
editorial which 1 wrote for a northern issue of Nature Canada. I am enclosing 
xerox copies of that editorial for members of Council and a copy of the issue 
of Nature Canada in which it appeared for you. I do not know of course how it 
will be judged, however, it does attempt to express the nature of the concern 
I feel for the North which Council has termed ’’gratuitous". Whatever it may be 
called, I am a citizen of Canada and I maintain my right to reflect my concern 
for all of Canada, not just for the South where I happen to live at the present 
time.

I have written in a very personal vein because I think that almost any 
member of CARC could have written in a similar way; referring to his activities 
in trying to resolve environmental problems in the South; referring to the other 
organizations in which he is active which deal primarily with southern matters; 
referring to his strong convictions that southern mistakes must not be repeated 
in the North.

But, nevertheless, CARC recognizes the validity of the concern about the 
pollution of Hudson’s Bay. It seems to me that perhaps the greatest area of 
concern is the fact that there is so little known about the extent or the 
seriousness of the. probJem which exists. At the very least, the facts of that 
situation should have been established by now and made known to all Canadians.

In closing I suggest that the Territorial Council could logically have sent 
motion 34-48 to Alberta and Saskatchewan as well as to Ontario and Manitoba since 
both contribute to the pollution of the Saskatchewan-Nelson system.

Under separate cover I am enclosing a copy of Background Study No. 15 of 
tne Science Council. Chapter 10 refers to many of the concerns I have touched 
on here. I would appreciate it if you will call it to the attention of members 
of Council.

Sincerely yours,

Douglas !!Л Pimlott,
Immediate Past Chairman, 
and Member of the Committee.

DHP/bjm
ends.





EDPTORIA L: TO WA R D  PUBLIC
РЛ R TICIPA TION IjY Л О Р  T H E R M  DECISIONS

T h e  n o rthe rn  theme o f th is  issue o f  Nature Canada was insp ired  by the  National 
IVotl.ihop on People, Remues and Em nonwrnt North of C0° w h ich  u ns held in  O tta w a  
by  the C anad ian  A rc t ic  Rcsourc rs C o m m itte e  in late M a y . T h e  w orkshop  b rough t 
to g r.th rr a p p ro x im a te ly  I5 0  people fo r  three days o f in tensive w o rk . T h e  w o rk in g  
g roups inc luded na tive  people f ro m  the N orthw est T e rrito ries  and the  Y ukon  
and specialists fro m  a w ide va r ie ty  o f  fields. 'The topics discussed included a b o rig in a l 
r ig h ts  to land  and resources, lega l p rob lem s o f e n v iro n m e n ta l p ro te c tio n , the use 
o f  fishery and w ild life  resources an d  the p o te n tia l effects o f  deve lopm ent o f the 
N o rth  on atm ospheric , m a rine  and  te rre s tr ia l env ironm ents.

I am  C h a irm a n  o f C A R C  and in  m y background  re p o rt to the w orksh op  I 
to ld  w hy C A R C  had been fo rm ed , stated its  ob jectives and to ld  o f the p rob lem s 
we had encountered in o u r a tte m p ts  to o b ta in  the m oney th a t was re q u ire d  to 
ho ld  the w orkshop.

1 he essence o f the s to ry  was th a t n e ith e r the fe d e ra l G ove rnm ent n o r  any o il,  
n a tu ra l gas, o r p ipe line  com pany  co u ld  be persuaded to p ro v id e  any m oney to 
su p p o rt the w orkshop. T his in sp ite  o f  the facts tha t i t  was a jo b  tha t needed to  be 
done, tha t the credentia ls o f  o u r C om m ittee  were good, tha t o u r  fin a n c ia l cam pa ign  
was an intensive One, th a t we w ere w o rk in g  in a ve ry  low -key m anner and th a t 
bo th  governm ent and in d u s try  were, and s till arc, m a k in g  m a ny  c la im s  and 
Statements about th e ir concern fo r  the p ro tec tio n  o f the e n v iro n m e n t a n d  fo r the 
r ig h ts  and fu tu re  o f the na tive  peop le  in the tw o T e rr ito r ie s .

I t  became very c lear th a t bo th  go vernm ent and in d u s try  w ere de te rm in ed  th a t 
they were go in g  to con tinue  to  d o  business in  the tra d it io n a l w ay and th a t did no t 
inc lu d e  any inte rference fro m  in d iv id u a l c itizens o r  th e ir  o rgan iza tions. Rut 
people arc now  d e c la ring  th e ir r ig h t to  be invo lved  in  the a ffa irs  o f governm ent 
m ore fre q u e n tly  than  on e lection day.

A  lo t lias been done ( lu r in g  the past year to  fu r th e r  the p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  people 
in  n o rth e rn  a fla irs . 1 he w orkshop, and o th e r a c tiv ities  o f  C A R C , were one 
th in g , and there have been o th e r im p o rta n t in itia tive s . P o llu tio n  Probe’s n a tiona l 
cam pa ign  on the N o rth  and J im  W o o d fo rd ’s book, The Violated Vision (see Л attire

Canada, first and second issues for a report 
and a houk review) are duiiig an excellent 
job  o f bringing northern questions into per
spective. This issue o f Nature Canada w ill add 
another dimension.

The need to open up deeision-making pro
cesses is very great. The North is too im 
portant to the fu iine of Canada to allow die 
present closed-door policy to persist. Surely 
we should no longer tolerate the situation 
o f the Government and the prim at y resource 
industries making vita l decisions on the 
future and then announce them as a Jail 
aecomjdi.

When one talks or writes in such a vein on 
the North his ctetlcn liais are almost always 
questioned. ! am no expert on die North. I 
d id get involved as a result of having worked 
there. However, 1 am involved p iim a iily  
because aftci I experienced a lit t le  of die 
iN'oi i l l 1 couldn't keep from being involved 
in its problems. I stepped on plants undci- 
lain by permafrost for the first dine in June 
l% fi. It  was at an abandoned Dew Line site 
on N'adtuardjnk Lake. M y  students and I 
used Fox И as a base camp for our studies 
of wolves and caribou for the next five years. 
M y  sense of awareness of man's impact on

the n tr tic  cnviionmetu developed gradually 
as i talked, lead and thought about the 
things f saw and experienced in that Ivxiuti- 
f ill Ц ц  rwswre laud

The visual impact of litte r started the 
process Tox H seas abandoned in IDOL I t  
occupies one of the highest hills in the v ic in 
ity. I'Vnm it we could see the tad.tr•domes 
of Tox ‘l, the station ilia t is 5 i miles to the 
west. When we lowered otn vision we could 
sec a small mountain o f oil drums to the 
north. To the east there was a radar tower,
11 had broken into fragments when it crashed 
down the hillside after its guy wires had been 
released. A t one end o f the airstrip, to the 
south, there was a mound of snowmobiles, 
trucks and tradu is  that had been put to 
tlte torch. Apparently that was the last act 
before the site was abandoned.

It was instructive to study the mound o f 
vehicles. I t  showed that the largest of the 
bulldozers, a Caterp illar 1)7 or 0, had been 
used to batter the other vehicles so they 
could no longer be driven. The bulldozer 
was then driven to the lop o f the pile o f 
vehicles, the caps were removed from drums 
o f diesel fuel which had been strapped on 
and the pile was put to the tot eh.

Although it is not too evident ft otn the 
top o f the h ill, the shore of N atlltia id juk 
Lake is dotted w ith petroleum drums, some 
high and dry, some partia lly  submerged. 
When we examined them we found that it 
considerable number contained either diesel 
oil or aviation gas. They w ill pose a threat 
to the w ild things o f the area for many 
years because the ones that we did not use 
w ill sooner or later tusi out and telcase 
tlie.ir deadly contents in to  N’adlunnljuk Lake.

The bits and pieces o f the arctic jigsaw 
puzzle began to fall in to  place for me in 
1909, when 1 served as a member uf a study 
gioup on fisheries and w ild life for the .Science 
Council o f Canada. O u r study o f the arctic 
literature, the Tundra Conference sponsored 
by the University uf Alberta that fall and 
our contacts w ith other scientists brought 
out how little  was known about the ecology 
of northern ecusystems and about methods 
o f protecting the environment from harsh 
use or from pollution. A t the same time, I 
became aware o f the tremendous economic 
forces that had moved into the A n tic  to 
find and develop its résout ces. I also learned 
that the legal framework and the adm in
istrative system for the pm icetion of arctic 
environments was v irtua lly  non-existent.
'1 hat was eight years after die promulgation 
of the (Jit awl Gas Land Regulations, wliieh had 
spoiled exploration fur oil in the N orth,and 
two years after the formation of I ’.maretic 
Oils had bren stimulated by the infusion 
of capital from the Tedcral Government.



I
I Ai more pieces of ihc puzzle fined to

gether I realized that «he Fox It of lüOo was 
a microuiiin of vast anas of the Canadian 
North i*« «he |<I7(U—onl' tc rlrasiie chruiern

I took place in «lie approach of government 
and industry. Then, I became mentally 
involved in the North and 1 décidai to join 
Other Canadians who were already at wotk

Itryinjj to inllttrncc the ‘'inévitable processes” which resulted in bai tard and burned 
vehicles mouldering on the tundra; which 
left drums of diesel oil (bating in Nadlu.ud- 

Milk Lake and which spurred exploration for 
■oil and gas years before piocesscs of en
vironmental protection began to be es
tablished,

Щ  Л lot of things have happened on the 
Bnorthern environmental scene since Ï909, 
•Those on the favourable side of the ledger 
ate presented in a very positive light in the 

Particle by Mr. Vales. The objectives and 
■he priorities staled in the “Policy foe 
^4’orthcrn Development 1971-81 /’ which he 
quotes, are diflictiit to fault. Hut, neverthe- 

■less, conservationists still have a serious lark 
B)f confidence in the way that the Tedcral 
^Government is playing its role as protector 
of the environments of the Noah.

■  A number of the articles in this issue and 
Bn letter, article and a review of the book, 

Tht Violated Vision, in previous issues bring 
some of die things that are causing the lack

I of confidence into perspective. They include 
the way tire mining and petroleum industries

dominate all other forms of land and 
resouice use; the inadequacy of the land use 
tegulations, paiticularlv with respect to 
rouirai activities hy the inininc imlusuv: 
and the inadequacy of the ecological re
search, particularly on fidteries and wildlife 
in all areas other titan the Mackenzie Willey.
Hut there are two things which particular

ly affront many people when they are being 
cxhoital to take at face value Government 
promises that the not them environment w ill 
be adequately protected They aie the ada
mant stand the Government has taken 
against the formation of the independent 
Fmvimnmentnl Council of Canada which 
would report to.ihe country af huge. The 
second is the fact that the Department of the 
Environment has been viitually esc hided 
fmm playing n role in environmental pro- 
let lion north of G0e. It seems so obvious that 
it is the one part of the country, abuse all 
others, whne it should be directly involved, 
Instead, the Northern Economic Develop
ment Hranch (which lias had a primai y tôle 
in promoting the development of the North) 
of the Dcpaitmciu of Indian Afi’air.s and 
Northern Development administers the leg
islation and enforces the légitimions 'which 
arc established under the various cnviion- 
mental Arts. It is hatd to accept that 
protection of the environment will he given 
adequate priotity under such circumstances.
Last, but certainly far from least, is the 

whole question of whether or not Canada

should lie assuming the obligation (ci meet 
so much of North American petroleum 
demands on such a short-term basis. Only 
an unbridled techiuiloçica! optimist can look 
much beyond the year JOUO and not fed a 
sense of foreboding about the looming 
Energy Chasm.
Are we certain enough about the supply 

and demand picture fur oil and gas in 
Canada to be allowing such a massive invest
ment of foreign capital? The president of 
P.umrcuc Oils stated recently that oil and 
gas from the arctic islands would have to be 
expiated to pay for its development. A 
headline in the Toronto Clobt and Mail read 
‘‘Imperial Oil signs S4 billion U S. deal for 
Mackenzie Cas." Do such arrangements 
allow noitlicrn development to proceed in a 
way ihm looks beyond the needs of our 
.generalion? Do duty really allow considéra* 
lion of the people, the animals and the land 
which will hopefully still be in the North 
after the oil and gas arc gone?

Douglas II. I'imloll

ABOUT THIS ISSUE

The Canadian Nature Federation is pleased to be able 
to publish a special issue o f A'ature Canaria devoted to

t 'Canada Not ih of 60°.”  Seven of the right articles consider 
unilamem al questions relating to the fu tu re  o f these vast 

northern lauds. In  many ways this is an exceptional issue

f o r in it we move away from  the. strong emphasis that we 
invc previously placer! on na tura l history. J hope dial 

readers w ill agiee that die production of this special issue

Ï S fu lly  justified and tim ely in view o f government decisions 
o move w ith exneme rap id ity  in expanding northern de

velopment. Unfortunate ly spare does not perm it coverage 
_c>f a w ider range o f questions raised hy the government's 
B io r th r r n  development policies. For example native rights 
* m d  pollution are areas when' many more facts should he 

brought to publie attention. Environm enta l aspects in

t hemselves aie complex and require much more space than 
vc have given to them. I t  is expected that these questions w ill 

be explored on a continuing basis in  fu u nc  issues. To make

room  fo r the m ateria l on the North  we have reduced o u r  
news section from  sixteen to eight pages; we w ill return to 
a fu ll sixteen pages in the next issue.

The Oetober-Dcccmbcr issue o f jYaluie Canada w i l l  
feature articles on the work o f renowned Canadian nature  
at tist, Clarence I'illeu ius, on the role o f fungi in the. forest 
flour, on Canadian frogs, snakes and .salamanders, on o u t
door education and on proposed development schrmes in 
northern M anitoba. Readers can expert the usual balance 
to be maintained between nature appreciation articles 
and ones dealing w ith  environmental issues. One last note : 
could each member please make a special fmsonal effort to 
incicasc the Federation's membership?

I

Editor


