
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

7™ COUNCIL, 53rd SESSION

TABLED DOCUMENT NO. 3-53 

TABLED ON JUNE 17, 1974



7 0  3  5.3
Тг. Ы лг! u  > j u n e . / ? , /9?- f

Northern Transportation Company Limited

1973 ANNUAL REPORT



Dram atic New Chapter in Canadian M aritim e History
In an undertaking unprecedented  
in  the a n n a ls  o f C a n a d ia n  
seafaring, a large flotilla of tugs 
and barges made a 3,800-mite 
voyage in the Summer of 1973 
from Vancouver, B C , to the Arc
tic  B ase  o f N o rth ern  T ran - 
sportation C om pany Limited at 
Tuktoyaktuk, near the mouth of 
the M ackenzie  River.

Other ships had made similar 
journeys in the past, but this was 
the first Oanadian operation of 
such magnitude.

included in the convoy were 
four m ain liner 4,500hp tugs. 20 
a ll-s te e l b a rg es  of 1 ,500-ton  
capacity, the yarding tug Kakisa 
an d fo u r th ru s te r -b a rg e s

Together they represented  
the largest addition ever made to 
the N TC L fleet, which now has 28 
tugs, three deep-sea vessels, and 
169 barges, an aggregate gross 
registered tonnage of 97,723 ions.

The new units were built in 
record time in 1973 in 8ritish  
C olum bia shipyards, at a cost of 
$25,000,000.

Continued on Page 15

The Pictures . .

ON THIS PAGE:

Against the Vancouver skyline and  
passing beneath  Lion's G ate Bridge is 
the "Jock M cG ivon ,"  one o f lour 
4S00hp tugs in the nonhbound flotilla 
Note the d istinctive conning tovror. 
{ C e n t r e )  N T C L  P r e s id e n t  W .M . 
G ilc h r is t  (w ith  E x e c u t iv e  V ic e -  
President L R  M ontpetlt at right) 
speaking at send-off cerem onies July 
10. (L ow er) Three 250-foot barges  
stacked one above the other tor the  
northw ard voyage. Another barge in 
tow carries lug  " K ak isa" on deck.

ON THE FACING PAGE:

Only 23 days afte r dopanure from V an
couver, the convoy arrived at NTCL's  
Arctic Base at Tuktoyaktuk. (Lower 
R ight) Tug "Johnny H ope" w ith 1500- 
ton b a rg e  ca rry in g  two th rusto t- 
barges. D ew  U n e  site in background. 
H elicopter o f E ldorado Aviation U d . 
served as escort (or the flotilla.
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Air-cushion Vehic le  
Proving Its Worth  
in the Far North
Extensive testing in 1973 proved  
air-cushion vehicles to b e  highly 
adaptab le  to a variety o l ap
p lications in tho For N orth . They 
skim  oesily over water, ic e  and 
ruggod terrain w ith payloads up  
to 25 tons. N TC L owns tw o  SR-N  
6 Hovercraft, ono  ol w h ich  has 
been in se rv ice  since A ug. 1973 
end has been used m ost suc
cessfully for transport o f per
sonnel, re-supply, and  safety 
standby duty during o ffshore o il
d r i l l in g  o p e ra t io n s  in  th e  
Beaufort So a and M ack en zie  
D e lta . W id e r use o f  such  
v e h ic le s  s e e m s  p r o b a b le  
because o f their versatility. P ic
ture shows H overcraft about to 
land  on an artific ia l is land .

2



A n n u al Report 1973

Northern Transportation 

Company Limited

PR ESID EN T’S REPORT

T h e  H onourab le  Jean M archan d .
M in ister of Transport,
O TTA W A , C an ad a

Sir:

O n behalf of the Board of D irectors and  in a c 
cordance  w ith  S ection 75(3) of the F inancial A d 
m inistration A ct, I have the honour to subm it the  
A nnual R eport of Northern Transportation  C o m 
pany L im ited for the year ended  D ecem ber 31, 
1973.

T h e  year under review  has been a very  d isap
pointing one in term s of fin an c ia l results. In my 
1972 report, I w as in the g ratify ing  position of 
reporting a turn-around to a profit position from  
the losses of the two previous years and in that 
report, I fo recast an increase in m arine traffic of 
at least 25 per cent in 1973, w ith another 
profitab le  year. H ow ever, rather than the in 
c rease  p red icted , traffic in 1973 was alm ost 18 
p er cent Jess than in the previous year. This  
dram atic  shift can be attributed  very la rg e ly  to a 
m arked reduction  in fre ighting requirem en ts  for 
oil and g as  exploration in the M a c k e n z ie  Dolta  
and  to a to ta l lack of fre ight for the A laska  North  
Slope.

A lthough the consolidated  operating revenue  
for the year reflects an in crease of $349,000, this 
in crease is a ttributab le  solely to the inclusion for 
th e  first tim e  of revenues of G rim shaw  Trucking  
and D istributing Ltd., w hich was acquired  during  
the year and is d iscussed in m ore de ta il la ter in 
my report. O n the basis of the m arine operation  
only , revenues w ere  down by som e 18 per cent, 
or $2,800.000.

M arin e  tonnage  handled w as 328,000 com 
pared  w ith  399,000 tons in 1972, and in contrast

to a p ro jec ted  500,000 tons for 1973 Most 
sig n ifican tly , the reduction  was accounted for in 
lo ng -hau l fre ight for oil and gas exp lo ration , 
w here  to n n ag e  dropped by 63 per cen t from  
170,000 tons in 1972 to 73,000 tons in 1973. R e 
s u p p ly  t r a f f ic  fo r th e  c o m m u n itie s  a ls o  
decreased  slightly.

B ecause  of the short seasonal nature of the  
com pany's  business, it is almost im possible to 
reverse in a few  w eeks the effect on operating  
costs of pre-season decis ions taken on the basis  
of a fo re c a s t w h ich  fails to m a te ria lize . 
O perating  costs  in 1973 w ere  also adversely a f
fected  by the rail strike which im posed ad 
d itional costs  by extend in g  the em ploym ent
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period of te rm in a l and m arine personn el, thus 
aggravatin g  an already low production  and  
utilization fac to r. The im pact o f these c ir
cum stances, together w ith  upw ard pressures on  
w ages  and fr in g e  benefits, the cost of tra in ing  
additional crow s for new  equ ipm ent, and a  co n 
s ta n tly  e s c a la t in g  co s t of s u p p lie s , w as  
d ram atic , w ith  net in com e from  operations  
d eclin ing  by $6,649,000. C om b ined  w ith sub
stantia lly  h ig h e r debt servicing ch arg es , the 
result was a not loss for the year o f $1,987,000. 
com pared w ith  a  net profit of $1,955,000 in 1972.

P ro jection  for 1974
On tho basis  of in form ation ava ilab le  at this 

date, there is nothing to suggest any substantial 
in crease in fre ig h t revenues or im provem ent in 
fin an c ia l results in 1974. D eprec ia tio n  ch arg es

The m ain  storage a n d  loading term inal tor northbound trathc 
of N T C L  at Hay R iver, N .W  7.. is w ell equ ipped to handle  
cargo o l  alm ost any bulk, s u e , weight, shape, with pow erfu l 
m obile crane, fo rk-lifts  to shift heavy containers, and  other 
m odern devices

and debt servic ing  w ill con tin ue  to im pose a 
heavy burden, and increasing  w ages  and supply  
costs w ill p robab ly  offset any reduction in costs 
w hich m ay result from  even the most carefu l 
planning  for eq<' pm ent utilization .

1973 Equipm ent Expansion P rogram  
R efe ren ce  w as m ade in last year s report to 

plans for expanding  th e  fleet and  en larg in g  and 
im proving shore-based fac ilities  and equipm ent, 
in an tic ipa tion  of an in crease  in traffic w ith in  the

FREIG HT HANDLED -  BARGING OPERATIONS  
Tonnage Hauled 
Thousands of Tons
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PR ESID ENT’S REPORT
C o n tin u ed  from  P ag e  4

areas served by the C om pany. Som e S30.700.000  
w as exp en d ed  to this end in the year under 
rev iew . Am ong the la rg er item s included in this 
program  w ere four 4500 H.P. tugs, a yarding tug, 
tw enty a ll-s tee l barges of 1500-ton cap ac ity , four 
thruster barges, five hundred conta in ers  w ith an
c illa ry  lifting equipm ent, and a new  m arine  
m ain tenance  build ing at Hay River, equ ipped  to 
hand le  the C om p any's  largest floating  units.

The m arine equipm ent w as built in V ancouver, 
B .C ., and in a dep artu re  from the p rac tice  of for
m er years, w hen such equipm ent w as broken  
down for re-assem bly at H ay River, the eq u ip 
m ent w as m oved to the M acken z ie  R iver v ia  the 
W est Coast of C an ad a , the G u lf of A laska, and 
around Point Barrow  through the Beaufort Sea  
to  Tu kto yaktu k . This 3 ,800 -m ile  trip, lasting 23 
days, w as accom plished w ithout incident. The  
fleet expansion  brings the C om pany's  e q u ip 
m ent to tw enty-e igh t tugs, three d eep  sea 
vessels for use in the A rctic , and one hundred  
and s ixty-n ine barges. D epending  upon the type 
of fre ight o ffered , and w ater-leve l conditions, 
the C om pany now has sufficient m arine equ ip 
m ent ava ilab le  to m ove up to 560,000 tons of 
fre igh t in the short n avigation  season.

Tariff In c rease  R equired
D espite  the C o m p an y ’s en h an ced  productivity  

potentia l, the continuing esc la tion  in costs of 
labour and supplies m akes it im perative that the 
C om pany  seek a g en era l in crease  in its m arine  
fre ig h t tariffs for 1974, in com m on w ith most 
co m p a n ie s  in the transporta tion  business. 
N evertheless, it is a  m atter of co nsiderab le  
satisfaction  that in the C o m p any's  43-year 
history, this w ill be on ly  the second tim e that a  
g en era l increase in rates has been effected , 
w hile  rates w e re  in fact reduced  three times 
w ith in  that period.

A ir Cushion V eh ic les
D uring  the year, the  “V o yag eu r" air-cushion  

v e h ic le  evaluation  program  undertaken  by the  
C om pany for the M inistry o f Transport, as m en
tioned in last year's  report, w as carried  through  
all p rogram m ed phases, including a river transit 
from Tuktoyaktuk to Fort S im pson over the ice. 
The program  was com ple ted  in S ep tem b er and  
the craft returned to  the M inistry.

TO TAL EMPLOYMENT COSTS AND  
NUMBER ОГ EMPLOYEES_________

Waget & Salaries & Benefit»
Million» of Dollar»

598 619 561 707 1117*
* Consolidated

In e a rly  1973, the  C om pany acqu ired  tw o used 
SR-N 6 a ir-cushion  veh ic les , bu ilt by British  
H overcraft C orporation  in the U n ited  K ingdom , 
together with an  inventory of spares and parts. 
The refit and updating  program  w as carried  out 
by th e  sister com pany , E ld o rad o  A v ia tion  
Lim ited, and the first m achine w as p laced  in 
operation u n d er contract for work in the  
M acken z ie  D e lta  and B eaufort S ea in m id- 
August. It w as used successfully  for personnel 
transport, resupply and safety standby services  
during drilling  o peratio ns on an offshore site.

A second S R -N 6  under m odification  is e x 
pected to be read y  for tests by A pril 1 ,1 9 7 4 , and  
will be  of the fla t deck config uration , g iv ing it a  
greater deg ree  of flex ib ility  in respect to bulky  
and lo w  density cargo . This m achine w ill have a 
“ L ift-o n /L ift-o ff"  passenger m odule m aking  it 
readily ava ilab le  for a variety  of carg o  and  
passenger uses.

It is an tic ip a ted  that both c ra ft w ill be em 
ployed in the 1974 season, for servic ing of 
drilling sites and seism ic w ork.

C o n tin u ed  on P ag e  13
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and subsidiary companies

NO R TH ER N  TR A N S P O R TA TIO N  C O M P A N Y  LIM ITED

Consolidated Statement of 
Income and Expense

for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1973
(w ith  c o m p a ra tiv e  f ig u re s  fo r th e  y e a r en ded  D e c e m b e r 31 1972)

1973 1972

Operating revenue S 16 3 9 8  662 5 1 5 .849,267

Expense:

F re ig h t h a u la g e 6 ,87 6 .3 90 4 .340,504

T e rm in a l o p e ra tio n s 3 .84 1 ,0 13 2.035,551

M a in te n a n c e  and re p a irs 2 .246 .316 1 .470.040

A d m in is t ra t io n  a n d  m a r k e t in g 1 ,4 8 2 6 1 6 857.642

D e p re c ia tio n 3 .89 0 ,9 63 2 ,50 6 ,7 79

18 .337.298 11 .210.516

Net loss from operations 1.938.636 (4 .638 ,751  )

Other income and expense:

In te re s t in c o m e 69 ,008 85.717

Gam on d is p o s a l o f f ix e d  a s se ts 20 ,176 4 ,810

89 ,184 90 .527

Less. In te re s t  on d e b t 2 ,254 .207 1,123,158

N e t o th e r ex p e n s e 2 .165 .023 1.032.631

Net loss before income tax 4 .10 3 ,6 59 (3 .6 0 6 ,1 2 0 )

Less: D e fe rre d  in c o m e  tax (N o te  7) 2 .116 ,534 —

P ro v is io n  fo r in c o m e  tax — 1,650,897

N e t lo s s  $  1 .987 ,125  $ (1 .9 5 5 .2 2 3 )

T h e  a c c o m p a n y in g  n o te s  are  an in te g ra l p a rt o f  th e  fin a n c ia l s ta te m e n ts .
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NO RTHERN TR A N S P O R TA TIO N  C O M P A N Y  LIM ITED
and subsidiary companies

Consolidated Statement of 
Retained Earnings

for the year ended Decem ber 31. 1973
(w i th  c o m p a ra tiv e  f ig u re s  fo r  th e  y e a r  e n d e d  D e c e m b e r 31, 1972)

1973
Balance at January 1 S 7,050.231

Net loss for the year 1,987.125

5.063.106

Transfer from reserve for insurance 1.000,000

Balance at December 31 $ 6.063.106

T he  a c c o m p a n y in g  n o te s  are an in te g ra l p a r t  o f th e  f in a n c ia l s ta te m e n ts

Consolidated Statement of Source and 
Application of Funds

for the year ended Decem ber 31. 1973  
( w i t h  c o m p a ra tiv e  f ig u re s  lo r  the  ye a r e n d e d  D e c e m b e r 31. 1972)

Source ol Funds.
Loans fro m  Canada 
Insu ran ce  in v e s tm e n t  fund  
M o rtg a g e  o n  a s s e ts  o f s u b s id ia ry  
S a le  o f c a p i t a l  a s s e ts  
O the r

1973

$ 31.500,000 
1.000.000 

190.000 
34.906

32,724.906

Application of Funds:
N et loss  1.987,125
Ite m s  in c lu d e d  in o p e ra tio n s  n o t  re q u ir in g  an o u tla y  o f  fu n d s  .............. (1 ,7 59 ,099 )

228,026
C a p ita l a s s e ts  .......... * .........................  30 ,680.701
R e p a ym e n t o f  lo a n s  fro m  C an ada  4 ,000.000
A s s e ts  a c q u ire d  o n  p u rch a se  o f  s u b s id ia ry  1,048,409
M o rtg a g e  re p a y m e n ts  4.649

35 ,961,785

Decrease in Working Capital 3,236,879
Working Capitol deficiency at beginning of year 1,095,126

Working Capital deficiency at end of year $ 4.332,005

T h o  a c c o m p a n y in g  n o te s  aro nn in te g ra l p a r t  o f th e  f in a n c ia l s ta te m e n ts .

1972
$ 5.395.008 

(1.955,223) 

7.350,231 

(300.000) 

S 7.050,231

1972

$ 2.000.000
(300.000)

32,700

1.732.700

(1.955.223)
(4,291.913)

(6,247,136)
4.622,150
3.000,000

1,375,014
(357,686)
1,452,812

$ 1.095,126
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NO RTH ERN TR A N SPO R T/
and subsidU

(incorporated  under the

Consolidated

as at Doccr
( w i t h  c o m p a ra tiv e  f ig u re s

A S S E T S
1 9 7 3 1 9 7 2

Current Assets:

C ash $ 62 ,2 17 $  147.319
S h o r t - te rm  d e p o s its 38 5 .000 1.200.000
A c c o u n ts  re c e iv a b le 2 .355 ,541 1 .659,488
O p e ra t in g  and genera l s u p p lie s  (N o te  2) 1 ,013,831 6 9 5 .469
P re p a id  e x p e n s e 4 6 .6 37 17 .8 39

3 8 6 3 ,2 2 6 3,720 .115

Insurance Investment Fund:

S h o r t - te rm  d e p o s its — 1.000.000

Capital Assets:

P ro p e r ty ,  p la n t and  e q u ip m e n t (N o te  3 ) 
Le ss : A c c u m u la te d  d e p re c ia tio n

8 2 .3 09 .696
3 0 .3 12 .944

48,015.201
25 .004 .006

5 1 ,9 96 .752  23 ,011 ,195

A d v a n c e s  to  c o n tra c to rs — 1.343.028

5 1 .9 96 .752 24 .354 .223

E x tra -p ro v in c ia l T ru c k in g  A u th o r it ie s  (N o te  4 ) 132.442 ---------

$  55 .9 9 2 .4 2 0 $  29 .074 .338

T he  a c c o m p a n y in g  n o te s  are an in te g ra l p a rt  o f  th e  fin a n c ia l s ta te m e n ts .

Approved on behalf of the Board
W . M . G ILCH R IS T, Director 
S. BASIL R O BIN SO N , Director
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OÏON COMPANY LIMITED
y companies

Canada Corporations A c t)

îalance Sheet

ber 31, 1973
as a t D e c e m b e r 31 , 1972)

L I A B I L I T I E S
1973 1972

Current Liabilities;

B an k  in d e b te d n e s s  (N o te  5 )
A c c o u n ts  p a y a b le  and a c c ru e d  l ia b i li t ie s  
D ue  to  a t l i l ia te d  c o m p a n ie s  
C u rre n t p o it io n  o f  lo n g -te rm  d e b t

$ 336.485 
3.635.481 

2 1 4 2 6 5  
4 ,00 9 ,0 00

s ------
1 .738.773

76 ,4 68
3 .00 0 .0 00

B .195,231 4.815.241

Long-term Debt (N o te  6 ) 40 .2 85 .352 12 ,600 ,000

Deferred Income Tan (N o te  7) 260.545 2 ,42 0 .6 80

Equity:

Capital Stock:

A u th o r iz e d  —  50 ,000  c o m m o n  sh a re s  o f no  p a r va lu e  
Is s u e d  —  1.520 sh are s , fu l ly  p a id 152.000 1 5 2 0 0 0

Contributed surplus 1 036 .186 1 .036.186

Retained earnings ................... 6 .06 3 .1 06 7.050.231

Reserve for insurance — 1.000 .000

7.251 .292 9 2 3 8 .4 1 7

$ 55 ,9 92 ,420 $ 29 .0 74 .338

I have  e x a m in e d  th e  a b o ve  c o n s o lid a te d  b a la n ce  shee t a n d  the 
c o m e  and e x p e n s e , re ta in e d  e a rn in g s  and  so u rc e  a n d  a p p lic a tio n  o f

re la te d  c o n s o lid a te d  s ta te m e n ts  o f  m - 
lu n d s  a n d  ha ve  re p o r te d  th e re o n  u n d e r

d a te  o t M a rc h  7. 1974 to  the  M in is te r  o f T ra n s p o r t

J  J  M A C D O N F L L
A u d ito r  G e n e ra l o t C an ada

9



NORTHERN TRANSPORTATION CO M PANY LIMITED

and subsidise rontjumu»*

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

1 P R IN C IP L E S  О Г  C O N S O L ID A T IO N
T h e  c o n s o lid a te d  f in a n c ia l s ta te m e n ts  w e re  p re p a re d  m a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  g e n e ra lly  a c c e p te d  a c c o u n t in g  p n n c i-  

p ies  and  m c iu d o  th e  f in a n c ia l re s u lts  o f N o r th e rn  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  C o m p a n y  l im i te d  and G r im s h a w  T ru c k in g  an d  
D is t r ib u t in g  l t d

Y e l lo w k m le  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  C o m p a n y  L im ite d  has been  d o rm a n t s in c e  1966 a l w h ic h  t im e  th o  a s s e ts  an d  l ia b i l i t ie s
01 th a t  c o m p a n y  w e re  t r a n s la te d  to  N o r th e rn  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  C o m p a n y  l im i te d

T h e  1972 c o m p a ra tiv e  f ig u ie s  d o  n o t in c lu d e  th e  f in a n c ia l re s u lts  o f  G n m s h a w  T ru c k in g  and D is t r ib u t in g  L td  
as a l l  o f  i ls  is s u e d  an d  o u ts ta n d in g  sh a re s  w e re  a c q u ire d  e f fe c t iv e  J a n u a ry  1. 1973

2 IN V E N T O R Y  V A L U A T IO N
M a te r ia ls  a n d  s u p p lie s  m in v e n to ry  a re  va lu e d  a i the  lo w e r  o f c o s t  o r e s t m a te d  no t re a liz a b le  va lu e

3 L A N D  A P P R A IS A L
A l l  o f th e  la n d  o w n e d  b y  G rim s h a w  T ru c k in g  a n d  D is t r ib u t in g  L td  w a s  a p p ra is e d  a t m a rk e t va lu e  as o f Ja n u a ry  

1. 1973 b y  G e n e ra l A p p ra is a l o f C anada L im ite d  The re c o rd e d  va lu e  o f th e  land h a s  been a d ju s te d  to  re fle c t  th is  
a p p ra is a l P lan t, e q u ip m e n t an d  o th e r  p ro p e r ty  a re  re c o rd e d  a t co s t.

4. E X T R A -P R O V IN C IA L  T R U C K IN G  A U T H O R IT IE S
T h e  a m o u n t o f  $1 37 .442  re p re s e n ts  th e  va lu e  o f  th e  g e n e ra l m e rc h a n d is e  o p e ra tin g  a u th o r it ie s  b e tw c o n  th o  

P ro v in c e  o f A lb e r ta  and  th e  N o r th w e s t  T e r r ito r ie s ,  b e in g  th o  o x e cs s  o f c o s t  ove r u n d e r ly in g  e q u ity  o f a s s e ts  ta k e n  
o v e r a t  th e  d a te  o f  a c q u is it io n  o f G n m s h a w  T ru c k in g  an d  D is t r ib u t in g  L td

5 B A N K  IN D E B T E D N E S S
T h e  a c c o u n ts  re c e iv a b le  o f G n m s h a w  T ru c k in g  an d  D is t r ib u t in g  L td  a te  a s s ig n e d  a s  c o lla te ra l s o c u n ty  fo r  

ba nk  in d e b te d n e s s

0 L O N G  TE R M  D E B T
T h e  C o m p a n y  d u r in g  th e  c u rre n t and  p r io r  p e r io d s  has  b o r ro w e d  v a r io u s  a m o u n ts  fro m  C anada s u b je c t  to  th e  

te rm s  an d  c o n d it io n s  p re s c r ib e d  b y  th e  G o v e rn o r  in C o u n c il A t  D e c e m b e r 31. 1973 o u ts ta n d in g  p r in c ip a l a m o u n to d  
Ю $4 4 .1 0 0 .0 0 0  o f  w h ic h  $4 .0 00 .000  is  du e  w ith in  o n e  year an d  th o  b a la n c e  o f  $40.100.000 is  re p a y a b le  b y  O c to b e r  
15. 1978

A  m o rtg a g e , s e cu re d  b y  a ch a rg e  a g a in s t th e  E d m o n to n  p ro p e r ty  o t  a s u b s id ia ry ,  is  re p a y a b le  in  m o n th ly  in s ta l 
m e n ts  th ro u g h  A p r i l  1983 The b a la n ce  o w in g  is $1 94 .352  o f w h ic h  $ 9 .0 00  is  due  w ith in  o n e  year.

7 D EFERRED IN C O M E  T A X
I t  is  th e  p o lic y  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  to  d a im  fo r  ta x  p u rp o s e s , c a p ita l c o s t  a l lo w a n c e  in a m o u n ts  d if fe r in g  fro m  

the  d e p re c ia t io n  ch a rg e d  a g a in s t o p e ra tio n s

N o  c a p ita l c o s t  a l lo w a n c e  w i ll  be  c la im e d  fo r tax  p u rp o s e s  in 1973. A c c o rd in g ly ,  d e fe rre d  m c o m n  ta x  has b e e n  
a d ju s te d  to  re f le c t ,  a t c u rre n t  ta x  ra te s , th e  re d u c t io n  m fu tu ro  tax  p a y a b le  a r is in g  fro m  th o  d e p re c ia t io n  c h a rg e d  
to  o p e ra tio n s  o f  th e  ye a r.

8. S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  IN F O R M A T IO N
T h o  C o m p a n y  has n in e  d ire c to rs  an d  l iv e  o f f ic e rs ;  fo u r  o f f ic e rs  are  a ls o  d ire c to rs .  R e m u n e ra tio n  o f  d ire c to rs  

as d ire c to rs  w a s  $2 ,000  a n d  re m u n e ra tio n  o f o f f ic e rs  as o f f ic e rs  w a s  $85.000.
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AUD ITO R  GENERAL OF CANADA

Ottawa, March 7, 1974

The Honourable Jean Marchand,
Minister of Transport,

Ottawa.

Sir,

I have examined the consolidated balance sheet of Northern Transpor
tation Company Limited and subsidiary companies as at December 31, 1973 
and the consolidated statements of income and expense, retained earnings 
and source and application of funds for the year then ended My examination 
included a general review of the accounting procedures and such tests of 
accounting records and other supporting evidence as I considered necessary 
m the circumstances.

In my opinion these financial statements give a true and fair view of 
the financial position of the Corporation and its subsidiary companies as at 
December 31, 1973 and the results of their operations and the source and 
application of their funds for the year then ended, in accordance with gener
ally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent with that 
of the preceding year.

I further report that, in my opinion, proper books of account have 
been kept by the Corporation and its subsidiary companies, the finanical 
statements are in agreement therewith and the transactions that have come 
under my notice have been within their statutory powers.

Yours faithfully,
J.J. MACDONELL,
Auditor General of Canada
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N T C L  O p era tio n s  at H ay River
The C om pany'»  m a in  te rm ina l to r  h an d lin g  th e  heavy vo lum e  o t  n o rthb o un d  tra ffic  
haa been e n la rg e d  end  m o de rn ized  In  recant years, In c lu d in g  a tte n t iv e  fe c llltle e  to r  
repa ir end  m a in tenance. A BO VE: F our now m e ln lln e r lu gs  a n d  m any barges In  W in
ter storage. BELO W : The new  m a rin e  m a intenance  shop, a lo n g s id e  the S yncro litt, 
b ig  eno u g h  fo r In d o o r w o rk o n  m ost flee t u n its . LOW ER R IG H T: tw o -w a y  rad io  is 
the  co re  o f  e co m m u n ica tio n s  netw o rk  co ve ring  the  e n tire  NTCL system .

 ̂ , 
s

V.

/



PRESIDENT'S REPORT
C ontinued  from  P ag e  5

Trucking C om pany A cquired
As forecast in the prior year’s report, the C o m 

pany acquired  in 1973, the ow nersh ip  of G rim - 
shaw Trucking  and D istributing Ltd., w hose  
operations are now being phased into the C o m 
pany's in term odal services, m aking  in terlin ing  
possible betw een rail or truck and w ater tran 
sportation, at Fort M cM urray  and Hay R iver

In addition to serving these points, the C om 
pany also serves G ran d e  Prairie, P eace  River, 
G rim shaw  and H igh  Level, in A lberta , and  
Y ello w kn ife  and Fort Sm ith in the Northw est 
T errito ries , from its m ajor term inals in Edm onton  
and  C algary . P erm anent fac ilities  are m ain 
ta ined at all these locations.

S ubstantial grow th w ith in  the trucking  co m 
pany w as exp erien ced  during the year and it is 
expected  that this trend will continue during  
1974

N ew  S erv ice  for Hudson Bay
As a result of a decis ion  of the G overnm ent of 

C an ad a , the C om pany w as designated  early  in 
1974 as the ag en cy  to provide a  resupply service  
to six K eew atin  com m unities on the west side of 
Hudson Bay, from  a base at C hurch ill, M anitoba, 
beginn ing  in 1975. C ontracts have been let for 
construction o f a trip le screw tug and four 
barges to arrive at C hurchill by the fall of 1974.

T h is  u n iq u e  t r im a r a n  v e s s e l h a s  b e e n  d e s ig n e d  a s  a  s ta n d b y  
u n it  to  a s s is t  in  t h e  c le a n -u p  o f  a n y  o i l  s p i l l  th a t  m a y  o c c u r .  
S a f e g u a r d in g  th e  e n v ir o n m e n t  is  a lw a y s  a  p r im a r y  c o n 
s id e r a t io n  in  N T C L 's  o p e r a t io n s .

E d m o n to n  F r e ig h t  T e r m in a l o f  N T C L 's  n e w  t r u c k in g  s u b 
s id ia r y , G r im s h a w  T r u c k in g  a n d  D is t r ib u t in g  L id ., a c q u ir e d  
in  1 9 7 3 . T h e  s u b s id ia r y  m a k e s  p o s s ib le  in t e r  l in in g  b e tw e e n  
r a i l  o r  t r u c k  a n d  w a t e r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n , a t  F o r t  M c M u r r a y  a n d  
H a y  R iv e r .  It  a ls o  s e r v e s  m a n y  c o m m u n it ie s  in  A lb e r t a  a n d  
N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i to r ie s  fro m  its  E d m o n to n  a n d  C a lg a r y  t e r 
m in a ls

P ersonnel
In the 1973 operating  season, the w ork force  

reached  a m axim um  of 1.127 persons, of whom  
196 w ere  perm anent residents o f the northern  
areas in w hich the C om pany operates . W ages  
and salaries p a id  am ounted to $8,467,000, and  
the C om pany contrib u ted  $673,000 to pension  
plans, group life insurance, w age-lo ss insurance  
and m ed ica l program s, and W o rkm en 's  C om 
pensation and U nem ploym ent Insurance.

Early in the year, M r. C .S . C osulich  resigned  
from the Board of D irectors; and M r. A. B. 
C ayw ood and M r. J .C . O rr jo ined  the Board.

It is a p leasure  to once again  record the ap 
preciation  of the Board of the w ork a c 
com plished by the Com pany's em ployees during  
the year.

For the D irectors,

'ГП
( С '  /"  /  *1 i< A v - '

M arch  7, 1974 P resident

O ttaw a, C an ad a
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A Memorably Happy Day in Remote Spence Bay
T h e  l in y  c o m m u n ity  o f  S p e n c e  B e y  is  o n  th e  Is th m u s  o f  th e  

B o o th ia  P e n in s u la ,  m o s t  n o r th e r ly  p o in t  o l  th e  N o r th  A m e r ic a n  c o n 
t in e n t .  T h e r e  c o u ld  b e  n o  b e t te r  i l lu s t r a t io n  o l  th e  " l i f e l i n e "  r o le  o l  
N o r t h e r n  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  C o . L t d , In  s u p p ly in g  th is  e n d  o t h e r  r e m o to  
s e t t le m e n t s  o f  th e  F a r  N o r th  t h e n  th e  fo l lo w in g  s to r y  It  is  r e p r in t e d  
f ro m  t h e  Y e l lo w k n if e  n e w s p a p e r  " N e w s  o l  th e  N o r t h "  b y  p e r m is s io n  
o l  t h e  a u th o r ,  J im  G r e e n ,  a r e s id e n t  o f  S p e n c e  B e y  T h e  
p h o t o g r a p h s  w e r e  ta k e n  b y  J .J . O a te s , D ir e c to r  o l  th e  D e p t ,  o f  I n 
f o r m a t io n ,  G o v 't ,  o f  th e  N o r th w e s t  T e r r i to r ie s  A r r iv a l o l  th e  a n n u a l  
s e a  li f t  w ith  a  y e a r 's  s u p p lie s  is  a  g r e a t  e v e n t  lo r  m a n y  is o la t e d  s e t 
t le m e n ts .  J im  G r e e n  v iv id tv  r e la te s  t h e  to u c h -a n d -Q O  d r a m a  a t  
S p e n c e  B a y  w h e n  N T C L 's  " F r a n k  B r o d e r ic k "  m a d e  p o r t  in  1 9 7 2 .

By Jim Green

R um ors  (o r da ys , w e e ks  - th e  sh ip  is n o t c o m in g  th is  year: it 's  
s tu c k  in  t h e  ic e  o i l  J e n n y  L in d , it 's  tu rn in g  b a ck , it 's  s t i ll  co m in g . 
M e ss a g e s  f ir in g  b a ck  an d  fo rth  by ra d io  Ice  re c o n n a is s a n c e  p la n e s  
b u z z in g  o v e r the  fro ze n  sea. T he  od d s  m o un te d  a g a in s t any c h a n c e  
o f th e  ye a rly  s u p p ly  sh ip , the  F rank B ro d e ric k , m a k in g  it to  S po nco  
B ay

T he  B ro d e r ic k ,  a h e a v ily - la d e n  ba rge , and  le n d in g  c ra ft in tow . 
h a d  be en  fo llo w in g  the  ico b re a ko r. the  C h a rle s  C a m se il, th ro u g h  
ice -b o u n d  A rc t ic  w a te r fo r w e e ks  The no rm a lly  sh o rt A rc t ic  su m 
m er d id n 't  happen  a t a ll C o ld  te m p e ra tu re s  an d  o v o r ca s t s k ie s  h a d  
toft ic e  on  th e  R ae S tra it. St. R och B as in , and S p o n co  B ay r ig h t 
th ro u g h  Ju ly , A u g u s t an d  on  in to  S ep tem ber. It d id n 't  look  g o o d

Then  at Ю a m  on  Sept. 11, a m essage  from  th o  M in is try  o f 
T ranspo rt, re la ye d  th ro u g h  C a n a d ia n  N a tio n a l te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  
to  S po nco , c ra c k le d  ovo r the  ra d io  re p o r tin g  the  tw o  ve sse ls  lo  be  
40 m ile s  fro m  th e  se ttle m e n t. Thoy w o re  s top ped  in  heavy ico . A 
c h o p p e r from  the  C a m se il w a s  lo o k in g  for n a v ig a b le  loads.

S ep t 12, 1 p .m .. a N o rth w a rd  A v ia tio n  p la n e  a rr ive d  in  S p e n ce  
a fte r s ig h tin g  th o  sh ip s  jus t w es t o f O undas Is land ; 20 m ile s  aw ay. 
A t 5 p.m ., a fu rth e r re po rt p la c e d  them  e n te rin g  th e  e o u th  o f  the  
ba y ; 16 m ile s  aw ay.

In th e  se tt le m e n t e x c ite m e n t w as b u ild in g . K ids  sw a rm ed  u p  on  
the  lo w  h i l l  o v e r lo o k in g  the  b a y  lo  ga ze  ou t o v e r th e  sea o f ice . 
P eo p le  w a tc h e d  from  h o u se s  w ith  b in o c u la rs  a n d  r if le  scope s. 
S n o w m o b ile s  b u zze d  a ro u n d  on  the  fresh  snow .

A t 7 p .m . th e  C a m se il w as  seen, then th e  B ro d e r ic k ,  p u sh in g  
a ro u n d  th o  c o rn e r o f C ap e  Isab e lla . Tho s h ip s  s to p p e d , l ig h ts  
w in k e d  on  an d  th o  e n g in e s  w ere  c u t fo r th o  n ig h t.  They w e re  in 
s ig h t; e ig h t m ile s  aw ay.

S ep t. 13, 6 a m  , a c o o l c le a r m o rn in g : n o  w in d . T h e  sh ip s  w e re  
s t i ll  s i l t in g  o u t the re . Then the  C am se il m ove d  a h ead , then  the  
B ro d e r ic k ,  end so  on  a ll m o rn in g . T he  ch o p p o r fro m  th e  C am se il 
f li t te d  o u t o ve r tho  ice  se e k in g  leads. Few k id s  w e re  in  s c h o o l. The 
te a c h e rs  m ade  th e  best o f it and c a lle d  a fie ld  tr ip . Eve ryone

tro o p e d  u p  to  (he h il l lo  w a tc h  th e  sh ips .
N oo n  sa w  the sh ip s  o n ly  o n e  m ile  o u i, m o v in g  in  The  e n g in e s  

w e n t tu m tu m tu m tu m ’ as the  C a m se il n o se d  th ro u g h  th e  Ias i ic e  
pan  lo  th e  ca lm  w a te r o f the  co ve . W ith  th e  pa th  c u t th ro u g h , th e  
B ro d e r ic k  m oved  ah e a d  tow a rd  th e  free  w ater.

It w a s  lik e  w a tc h in g  a c o lo s s a l sea e p ic . The C a m se il tu rn e d  
and  he a d e d  back o u t. its  ro ta tin g  ra d io  sc a n n e r f la s h in g  in  tho  sun. 
The c lo u d s  op e n e d  and sun w a rm ed  the  b a y  fo r th e  f irs t l im e  in 
days. The B ro d e r ic k  m ove d  in  c lo s e ; th e  k id s  ch e e re d  The c lim a x  
o f the  m o v ie ; you e x p e c te d  to  h e a r th e  tr iu m p h a n t c la s h  o f c y m b a ls  
and su rg e  o f  m us ic  to  a s o a rin g  c re s c e n d o  The B ro d e r ic k  n u d g o d  
up  on  th e  beach  b e lo w  th e  H u d s o n 's  B ay h ill.

E ve ryone  sw a rm ed  ove r the  h ill. K ids  p la y e d  n e a r th e  w a te r, 
o ld e r p e o p le  w oro se a ted  on tho  ro c k s , m en  s h o u te d  fro m  sh ip  to  
sho re . R o p e s  w ere  a n ch o re d  to  g ig a n tic  ro cks . T h s  s h ip 's  e n g in o s  
w e re  cu t. The sh ip  h a d  m ade  ii

Then th e  day g o t busy. Ju s t as ih o  s h ip 's  g a p in g  fro n t d o o rs  
w o re  b e in g  o p e n e d  th e  w e e k ly  m a il p lan e  ro a red  in . U n lo a d in g  w as  
ab ou t to  b e g in  w he n  a C N T c h a rte re d  C essna  z oomed o v e r and  
land ed  at th e  s tr ip  A  c h o p p e r from  the  C a m se il • w h a p , w ha p , 
w ha p . w h a p  • sot d o w n  on  the  b e a ch . A life b o a t from  th e  C a m se il 
land ed  so m e  gas d ru m s  ove r by  th e  R C M P  d o c k . A w ild  d a y  fo r a l i t 
t le  tow n.

From  th e  ya w n in g  d o o rs  o f the  sh ip s  ca m e  a fo rk lif t  w ith  th e  
f irs t load  o f  su p p lie s  • tw o  p a lle ts  o f L u c k y  E lo p h a n t p o p co rn . T h e ir 
tw o  lo rk li f ts  w ore  w o rk in g . It h a d  begun.

As th e  day w o re  o n  to  the  so u n d  o f s h ift in g  g e a rs  and ro a r in g  
a n g in e s  a m o u n ta in  o l s u p p lie s  w as o ff- lo a d e d  an d  p ile d  o n  th e  
be ach , th e  h il l,  an d  ro a d s  C ra te  a fte r c ra to  o f e n g in e  o il fo r  th o  
po w or p la n t • sco re s  o f cases  o f p ilo t b is c u its  • h u n d re d s  o f d ru m s  
o f fuo l fo r  N o n h w o rd  A v ia tio n  - a tow e r and te le p h o n e  e x ch a n g e  to r 
C N T  - th re e  now  N W T  g o ve rn m e n t s ta ff h o u se s  an d  a p o rta b le  
c la s s ro o m  - fu rn ace s , s tovos. and  o ff ic e  e q u ip m e n t o f th e  H o u s in g  
A s s o c ia tio n  - road  c u lv o rts  o rd e re d  by th e  se ttle m e n t c o u n c il • 
c ra te s  an d  p a lle ts  p ile d  e v e ryw he re  • and m ore  c o m in g  o f f  th e  sh ip  
b y  the  m in u te

Tons an d  tons w e re  s ta c ke d  u p  on  the  H u d s o n 's  B ay  h ilt by th e  
w a re h o u s e s  • co nned  go ods , t in n e d  pop . d ry  g o o d s , ha rdw a re . F ive 
n e w  с а п о е з , 16 sn o w m o b ile s  and the  lirs t  c h o c o la to  ba rs  in 
m on ths .

Tho n e x t day C a p ta in  D .V  Thom as o f th e  B ro d e r ic k  o p e n e d  the  
s h ip  to th e  schoo l k id s  w ho  q u ic k ly  sw a m p ed  all d e c k s . M ost o f th e  
c a rg o  ha d  been  d is g o rg e d  by n ig h tfa ll and the  p u m p in g  o f fu e l o il 
began . F u e l o il.  200.000 g a llo n s , to  run  th e  p o w e r p la n t and  heat 
hom es an d  b u ild in g s  fo r a year, w a s  pu m p ed  in to  the  h u g e  s to ro g o  
ta n k s  a b o ve  the  se ttlem en t.

The B ro d e r ic k  le ft the  d a y  a fte r. M en w e re  bu sy  s to r in g  s u p 
p lie s  in w a reho uses , sheds, and  u n d e r g ia n t b ro w n  ca n va s  ta rp s . 
S u p p lie s  to  last a n o th e r year ha d  been d e liv e re d  d e s p ite  the  ico .

C ontinued on P ag e  16
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Dramatic New Chapter in 
Canadian M aritim e History
C o n l in u o d  f ro m  In s id e  F ro n t  C o v e r

In fo rm e r yea rs vesse ls  b u ilt  for N T C L on the  W est C onst w ere  
sh ip p e d  by  ra il an d  tru ck , in un assem b led  fo rm , to  H ay R iver, 
N  W  T H e re  they  w e re  co m p le te d  and la u n ch o d  at th o  C om p a n y 's  

■ o w n  sh ip ya rd  The p ro ce d u re  w as c o s t ly  and  tim e -c o n s u m in g

In 1973. a fte r c a re fu l s tu d y  o f ro u tes , lo g is t ic s  a n d  ris k s  e n 
ta ile d , th e  C o m p a n y  d e c id e d  to  have th e  new  fle e t u n its  co m p le te d  
an d  re a d ie d  fo r se rv ic e  at the  B C  ya rds , and m en  m ove d  by sea to  
T u k to y a k lu k  and d o w n  the M a c k e n z ie  R ivo r to  th e  m a in  te rm in a l at 
H ay R iver, a to ta l d is ta n c e  o f a lm ost 5,000 m ites

D ep artu re  from  V ancouver July 10

S eve ra l w ee ks  o f p re p a ra tio n  w e re  ne ce s sa ry  b e fo re  sa ilin g  
I da y  C re w s  hod to  be  b ro u g h t to g e th e r an d  s to res  pu t a b oa rd  There

w as  n o od  fo r som e tr ia l ru ns  A h e lic o p te r o f E ld o ra d o  A v ia tio n  
L im ite d , s is te r C o m p a n y  o f N TC L, w a s  takon from  E dm on to n  to  
V a n co u ve r ю  a cco m p a n y  the  f lo t i l la  on  e sco rt an d  ic e -s c o u tin g  
d u ly . T h ree  o c e a n -typ e  lu g s  o f S easpan In te rn a tio n a l L im ite d  w ere  
c h a rte re d  to  ass is t in  the  to w in g .

On J u ly  10 the  im p re ss ive  co n vo y  h a d  boon a s se m b le d  at V a n 
co u ve r. The re  w e re  sh ip  c h r is te n in g s  and s e n d -o fl ce re m o n ie s . 
H a rb o r l ire b o a ls  an d  sh ips  in po rt p rese n ted  s a lu te s  as the  u n iq u e  
p ro c e s s io n  o f ve sse ls  m oved o u t in to  H ow e  S ound  in  la te  a fte rn oon .

The f irs t  leg  o f th e  long  vo yag o  w as n o rth w a rd  a lo n g  the  B r it ish  
C o lu m b ia  co a s t, th e n  a c ross  th e  B ay o f  A laska  an d  th e  B e rin g  Sea, 
an d  th ro u g h  the  A le u tia n  Is la n d s  an d  B e rin g  S lra it. w h e re  the  
f lo t i l la  c ro s s e d  th o  A rc tic  C irc le

S afe ly  Through the P o lar Ice

O nce  th ro u g h  th o  S tra it, the  co n vo y  w ou ld  be  in  A rc tic  w a ie rs  
u n til il re a ch e d  ils  d e s tin a tio n , p a ss in g  th ro u g h  the  C h u k c h i and 
B ea u fo rt Seas. The e n tire  vo ya g o  w as fra u g h t no t o n ly  w ith  a g rea t 
n u m b e r o f n o rm a l pe rils  o f the  sea, bu t th e  ha za rd s  o l ic e  flo es  and 
tre a ch e ro u s  w ea the r. The g re a te s t d a n g e r, p o te n tia lly ,  lay in the 
p a ssa ge  b e tw ee n  P o in t B a rro w , the  n o rth e rn  t ip  o f A la ska , and the 
vast and u n p re d ic ta b le  p e rm ane n t P o la r ice  f ie ld s  tt c o n d it io n s  
w e re  u n fa vo ra b le , they  w o u ld  p rese n t a s te rn  c h a lle n g e  to  the  
se a m a n s h ip  and o x p o r io n co  o f a ll pe rso n n e l.

THE N.T.C.L. FLEET IN 1974
G R O S S C A P A C IT IE S  (T O N S )

U N IT S TO N S ol Ma» Ornll al Min Dm li

28 T ug s 8.371

3 D ee p -sea V e s s e ls  5,427

169 B arges 83 ,925 161.319 54 .763

H ap p ily , and by ra re  ch a n c e , n e ith e r the  w e a th e r n o r the  ic e  
p ro ve d  d if f ic u lt  The f lo t i l la  m ade  p o rt at T u k to y a k lu k  o n ly  23 da ys  
a fte r d e p a rtu re  from  V a n co u ve r The a d vance  e s tim a te  ha d  been  
tha t it w o u ld  take  from  2 8  to 32 da ys . A lm ost im m e d ia te ly , m ost o f 
the  ne w  un its  m oved  o n  d o w n -r iv e r to  H ay R ive r and  w en t in to  
re g u la r se rv ice .

D esign B ased on Long E xp erience

A ll o f th e  new  lu g s  an d  b a rge s  w ere  e s p e c ia lly  d e s ig n e d  and  
in c o rp o ra te  th e  a c c u m u la te d  lo re  o l m o re  lh a n  40 years o f 
f re ig h tin g  e x p e r ie n c e  o n  the  rive rs  and  la k e s  o f the  M a c k e n z ie  
B as in , as w e ll as th e  e x p e r tise  o f th e ir  a rc h ite c ts  and  th e  b u ild e rs .

The ve sse ls  m ust be lo u g h  and d e p e n d a b le . The d ra ft m ust be  
sh a llo w  b e ca u s e  o f the  se a so n a l v a ria t io n s  in w a te r le v e ls  and fo r 
n e g o tia tio n  o f n a rro w  c h a n n e ls  and ra p id s  L o ad  c a p a c it ie s  m ust be 
am p le  b e ca u s e  th e  sh ip p in g  season is ab ou t fo u r m o n th s , Ju n e - 
S ep tem ber, on  tho  M a ck e n z ie , and 60  da ys  o r less , in th e  W este rn  
A rc tic  T u rn -a ro u n d  tim e  fo r a ty p ic a l Hay R iv e r /T u k to y a k lu k /H a y  
R ive r ro u n d -tr ip  ca n  bo be tw ee n  14 ond 21 da ys , d e p e n d in g  on  
re la ys  and  s to p -o ffs . P le n ty  o f e q u ip m e n t and  g o o d  c a rg o  c a p a c ity  
are v ita l to  su cc e s s fu l N T C L  o p e ra tio n s  in th e  a b b re v ia te d  season.

N orthern  Transportation C om pany's  F leet

N TC L has tra n sp o rte d  as m uch  as 400.000 to n s  in a  season. 
The p re se n t flee t is  c a p a b le  o f  m o v in g  560.000 tons  in a sooson, 
p ro b a b ly  m o re  u n d e r id e a l w a te r and  w e a th e r c o n d it io n s . The m a in  
th ru s t o f th o  C o m p a n y 's  o p e ra tio n s  is  the  re -s u p p ly  o f th e  m any 
c o m m u n it ie s  in the  area , bu t ca rg o  re q u ire d  fo r re s o u rc e  d e v e lo p 
m ent m th o  N o rth  is, an d  is l ik o ly  to  bo, a fa s t-g ro w in g  fac to r.

A bo u t 55 pe r c e n t o f tra f f ic  h a n d lo d  at p ro so n t is  in th o  form  o f

120 Years  o f  
N T C L  E x p e r ie n c e

M o r e  lh a n  120  y e a r s  o f  e x 
p e r ie n c e  in  M a c k e n z ie  S y s te m  
a n d  A r c t i c  f r e i g h t i n g  a r e  
r e p r e s e n te d  b y  ( le f t  to r ig h t )  
H e n r y  C h r is t o f f o r s o n ,  r e t i r e d  
S u p t .  o f  M e c h a n i c a l  O p e r a t io n s . 
W . B r u c e  H u n t e r .  V i c e -  
P r e s i d e n t :  O p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  
C a p t .  W .S . " K e l ly "  H a l l ,  fo r m e r  
S u p t .  o f  O p e r a t io n s . Th o y , l ik e  
m a n y  o t h e r  N T C L  v e t e r a n s ,  
t o a s te d  th o  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  n o w  
f le e t  u n its  o n  J u ly  10.



b u lk  p ro d u c ts  su ch  as a irc ra ft fue ls , h e a tin g  and d ie s e l o ils , 
b u n ke rs , e tc  C o n se q u e n tly , a ll N T C L  b a rg e s  a re  d u a l p u rp o se , f i t 
te d  fo r c a rry in g  b u lk  p e tro le u m  p ro d u c ts  be lo w  d e c k  an d  d ry  ca rg o , 
m a in ly  in la rg o  c o n ta in e rs , on  d e c k

The lu u i ne*» u ïà in lif ie r  tu g s  aro im p ro ve d  ve rs io n s  o f those  
a lre a d y  in  se rv ice . T he y  are 4 ,500hp d ie s e ls  w ith  q u a d ru p le  sc rew ; 
155 fe e l lo n g , 52 fee t w ide , w ith  a m o u ld e d  de p th  o f 9  1/2 fee t. The 
m ax im um  o p e ra tio n a l d ra ft is  3 foo t 9 in ch e s

Tugs W ith C onning Towers

In g e n e ra l us a g e  a tug  o l th is  type  is  the  p u sh e r o f  a tra in  o f 
s ix  b a rg e s  in  box fo rm a tio n , w ith  a th ru s te r-b a rg e  as the  le a d  S uch  
a tra in  m a y  be as m u ch  as 750 fee t in  le n g th  and  no t in fre q u e n tly  
b a rg e s  m a y  ca rry  u p  to  96 c o n ta in e rs . 20  by tO by 10 fee t in size , 
d o u b le -s ta c k e d .

To p e rm it ea sy  s ig h tin g  ab o ve  the  ba rges, e a ch  o f th e  ne w  tu g s  
has  a "c o n n in g  to w e r "  ris in g  45 fee t ab ove  the w a te r lm o . From  th is  
va n ta g e  p o in t the  p ilo t  m ay c o n tro l no t o n ly  the  tu g  its e lf b u l. e le c 
tro n ic a lly ,  the  lead  th ru s te r b a ro e . Th is  ba rae . 102 fee t lo n g  and 35 
fee t w id e , has p o w e rfu l je t d r iv e  u n its  and w ill  serve as  an in 
va lu a b le  a id  in s te e rin g  and m a n o u e v e rm g  the  b a rg e  tra in  a round  
be nds, in to  do cks , o r  w hen ad ve rse  w in d  or cu rre n t c o n d it io n s  are 
e n c o u n te re d . The ba rge  a lso  can b e  op e ra te d  by its  ow n  
w h e e ls m a n . The tu g  can  be  c o n tro lle d  fro m  th e  c o n n in g  tow e r, the  
m a in  w h e e lh o u s e . a n d  in an e m e rg e n cy , the e n g in e  room .

The s ize  o f a b a rg e  tram  v a n e s  O n  o c c a s io n  C o m p a n y  tugs

W h e n  t h e  f lo t i l la  re a ch e d  T u k to y a k tu k  in  A u g u s t ,  o n e  o f  th e  
f irs t  ta s k s  w a s  to  d is m o u n t  th e  t r ip le -s t a c k e d ,  1500 - to n  
b a r g e s  in  th e  A B D  f lo a t in g  d r y d o c k . B y  a l t e r n a te  s in k in g  e n d  
p u m p in g - o u t ,  th e  b a r g e s  w e r e  s e p a r a t e d  a n d  f lo a t e d  in  a  
m a t t e r  o f  h o u r s . T h e  d r y d o c k  is  a  v ita l r e p a ir  a n d  m a in 
t e n a n c e  fa c i l i t y  o f  N T C L 's  A r c t ic  B a s e .

ha ve  ta ke n  a s  m any as 18 e m p ty  ba rge s  u p s tre a m  in  on e  to w . C on 
ve rse ly . w ith  a d ve rse  cu rre n ts , tow  w a te r o r o th e r c o n d it io n s , o n ly  a 
fe w  ba rge s  c a n  be p u sh e d

N o ve l S tack in g  o f Bargos

The 20 n e w  1.5 0 0-se ries  a ll-s ie o l b a rg e s  are  ea ch  250 toot 
lo n g  an d  56 fo e t w ide . T he y  a re  f it te d  w ith  fa s te rn o rs  fo r c a rry in g  up  
to  48 20 -foo t ISO  c o n ta in e rs  o n  d e c k  and . by d o u b le  s ta c k in g , up  to  
96. d e p e n d in g  on  d ra ft.  In a d d itio n  to  d e c k  ca rgo , e a c h  b a rg e  has a 
b u lk  o il c a p a c ity  o l so m e  750,000 g a llo n s  at 9 -fo o t d ra ft, o r  370,000 
at 5 fee t 5 in c h  d ra ft

A n o ve l te c h n iq u e  w as e m p lo y e d  lo r  the  m ove m e n t o f  th e  new  
b a rg e s  to  T u k to y a k tu k . S om e w ore  tr ip le d -d e c k o d . B y  the  и зо  o f a 
S y n c ro lif l,  th e  ca rg o  h o ld  o f on e  ba rge  w as f lo o d e d  w ith  abou t a 
m ill io n  g a llo n s  o f w a te r, s in k in g  it. A se co n d  b a rg e  w as  m oved 
ab ove  the  f irs t  and a lso  su nk . A th ird  b a rg e  w as  f lo a te d  a b o vo  the  
o th e r tw o . B y  p u m p in g  o u i th e  h o ld s  o f th e  m id d le  ba rge , then  ihe  
b o tio m  one. tho  th re e  w e re  flo a te d  as a s tack . T he  p ro ce ss  w as 
ro vo rsed  at T u k to y a k tu k  in th e  ARD flo a t in g  d ry d o c k . E n ro u te  no rth , 
tw o  tu g s  to w e d  tw o s la c k s  o f tr ip le -d e c k e d  b a rg e s  a n d  on e  to w e d  a 
tr ip le -d e c k e r p lus  a s in g le  b a rg e  c a rry in g  on its  d e c k  th e  ya rd ing  
tu g  K a k is a  a n d  a sm a ll f is h in g  boat.

Tug D oubles  as a F ireboat

The K a k is a  ta ke s  its  nam e from  a sc e n ic  r ive r f lo w in g  in to  Ihe  
M a c k e n z ie  R ive r from  La d y  E ve lyn  F ils , som e 30 m ile s  do w n s tre a m  
from  ih e  e n tra n c e  to  th e  M a ck e n z ie . S he  is a s h a llo w -d ra ft  pusher 
tu g . l ik e  th e  155-loo te rs , bu t m easure s  o n ly  61 by 36 le e t, w ith  a 
d e p th  o f 9 fe e t 6  in ch e s . H er m ax im um  d ra ft is  3 fe e t 6 in ch o s . The 
K a k is a  is  s p e c if ic a lly  d e s ig n e d  fo r m a rs h a llin g  ba rg e s , b u t is also 
lin e d  to r  e m e rg e n cy  se rv ice  as a f iro b o a t. S he w ill  be  based  at 
N T C L 's  m am  te rm in a l fo r s to ra g e  and lo a d in g  o f n o rth b o u n d  tra ffic , 
a t Hay R iver, a co m m u n ity  on  G reat S lave  La ke , 1,122 r iv e r m iles  
so u th  o l T u k to y a k tu k . Sho w ill have a c re w  o l th re e ; n o rm a l co m 
p le m e n t o f th e  155-foo ters  is 14.

A ll fou r new  m a in lm e r lu g s  are nam ed a fte r in d iv id u a ls  w ho  
ha d  been in vo lv e d  w ith  tho  p rog ress  o f N o r lh e rn  T ra n s p o rta tio n  
o v e r th o  ye a rs  the H e n r y  C h r is to f te r s o n ,  h o n o r in g  Ihe  e n g in e e r 
su p e r in te n d e n t re tire d  a fte r 40  yea rs o f se rv ice : ih o  J o h n n y  H o p e ,  
the  J o c k  M c N iv e n ,  and  the  M a t t  B e rry .

In 1974 N o rlh e rn  T ra n s p o rta tio n  m a rks  its  30 th a n n iv e rs a ry  аэ a 
C ro w n  C o rp o ra tio n , bu t its  d ire c t an te ce d e n ts  g o  b a c k  to  1931. Its 
fa m ilia r fla g  w ill be seen  in a no w  area o f the N o rth  in  1975, w hon  a 
tr ip le -s c re w  lu g  and th re e  b a rg e s  w ill b e g in  s u p p ly  o l  s ix  K oe w a tin  
c o m m u n it ie s  on  tho  w est s id e  o l H u d so n  Boy. The C o m p a n y  w ill 
co n tin u e , as it has th ro u g h o u t its  lo n g  h is to ry , to  m oo t th e  needs 
and  c h a lle n g e s  o f Ih e  vast n o rth e rn  te rr ito r ie s  o f  C an ada .

Happy Day in Spence Bay
C ontinued  from P ag e  14

The s h ip  ch u rn e d  o u t to  m eet tho  w a it in g  C am se ll. Tog e the r, 
th e y  s ta rte d  o ff  on th e  lo n g  jo u rn e y  b a ck  to T u k to y a k tu k . T he y  s till 
had a n o th e r t r ip  to  m a ke  b a c k  from  T u k  to C a m b r id g e  B a y  bo fo re  
free ze -up . U p  by th e  lla g  p o le  o n  the  B ay there  w a s  a c ru m p le d  p ile  
o f s tew  ca n s , tw is te d  po p  tin s , and c ru sh e d  p o p c o rn  bo xes , v ic tim s  
o f fo rk lif t  t ire s ; but th e y  g o t he re . The sh ip  m a d e  it.



M oving steadily northw ard from Vancouver, th e  impressive procession o f tugs and  
barges headed for the Arctic Base o f Northern Transportation Company Lim ited  
presented a serene picture in the sunset, from the vantage point o f the aeria l 
photographer.



M a n -m a d e  Is lands Perm it Y ear-ro und  D rillin g  for O il in the A rc tic

Artificial islands, built up from gravel and sediment 
from the bottom of the relatively shallow off-shore 
waters of the Beaufort Sea or the M ackenzie  Delta, 
provide nearly ideal platforms for year-round drilling 
for oil. Im perial Oil Limitod reported  recently the 
discovery of oil in a well drilled to a depth of 10,523

feet on such an island. O ff-shore platforms cost up to 
$10,000,000. In addition to providing water-borne sup
ply services, N TC L leases a Hovercraft to tho 
operators for safety stand-by duty and other needs. 
The Hovercraft can carry up to 36 persons, as w ell as 
deck cargo, skimm ing over water, ice or land.

P h o to g r a p h  b y  C o u r te s y  o t  Im p e r ia l  O i l  R e v ie w .


