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1. INTRODUCTION

This repor t  is the seventh of  i t s  kind publ ished by the 
D i v i s i o n  of  Tourism,  Department of  Economic Development.
The pr imary purpose o f  the r e p o r t  is to provide a data bank 
f o r  Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  t r a v e l  i n f o r ma t i o n ;  secondly,  to 
serve as a basic planning document.  Each y e a r ,  an at tempt  
i s made to improve the comprehensiveness of  the s t a t i s t i c s  
enclosed in t h i s  r e p o r t .

In the pa s t ,  the r ep or t  has been a va l uab l e  source of  
i n f ormat i on  f or  a wide v a r i e t y  of  users inc l ud i ng  agencies 
of  governments,  educat i onal  i n s t i t u t e s ,  co n s u l t a n t s ,  p r i v a t e  
i n d u s t r i a l  f i rms a c t i v e  in the nor th and the Northwest  T e r r i 
t o r i e s  t ravel -  i nd us t r y  personnel  themselves.

In t h i s  r e p o r t ,  the term t r a v e l l e r  denotes any person j o u r n e y 
ing to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  f o r  any reason (business  
and non - business ) .  A t o u r i s t  is considered to be a p a r t i c 
u l a r  type o f  t r a v e l l e r ,  namely one t r a v e l l i n g  f or  pleasure  
(eg: v a ca t i on ,  s i g h t - s e e i n g ,  v i s i t i n g  f r i e nds  and r e l a t i v e s ) .

The repor t  focuses upon the non - r es i den t  segment of  the 
t r a v e l  market ,  al though one must bear in mind t ha t  i t  is the  
aggregate demand from both r e s i d e n t s  and non- r es i dent s  tha t  
determines the o v e r a l l  l evel  of  tour ism,  t r a v e l  and outdoor  
r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  Some
times i t  has proven impossible  to d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between the 
demand of  r es i de nt s  and n o n - r e s i d e n t s .  In such cases Nor t h 
west T e r r i t o r i a l  r es i de n t s  may be inc luded in data counts 
wi th n o n - r e s i de n t s .  This p a r t i c u l a r l y  app l i es  to the highway 
survey r e s u l t s  presented in Sect ion 3.
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With the poss i b l e  except ion of  i n c l u s i v e  tour s ,  i t  has not  
proven f e a s i b l e  to r e c ons t r uc t  the i t i n e r a r i e s  of  t r a v e l l e r s  
dur ing t h e i r  stay in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  However,  the 
p r i n c i p a l  t r a v e l / t o u r i s t  reg i on ,  as def ined in the broadest  
terms,  is undoubtedly the D i s t r i c t  of Mackenzie ( the Northwest  
T e r r i t o r i e s  mainland area west  of  102°W l o n g i t u d e ) .

The h i g h l i g h t s  of  the 1974 t r a v e l  year  are presented in the  
f o l l owi ng  s e c t i on ,  wi th more d e t a i l e d  ana l ys i s  t h e r e a f t e r .
I t  should be emphasized t ha t  many of the surveys over lap and 
that  double count ing w i l l  occur  unless the s t a t i s t i c s  are 
used in the context  of  t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n .
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2.  N. W. T.  TRAVEL INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS, 1974

This repor t  is the seventh of  i t s  kind.  The main t h r u s t  of  
the r e p o r t ,  however,  is changing from ga t her i ng  i n f ormat i on  
only on no n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  to ga t her i ng  
i n f ormat i on  about a l l  aspects o f  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  
t r a v e l  t r ade  - demand, supply and impact .  This change is 
necessary because i t  is recognized t ha t  i t  is the aggregate  
demand from res idents  and non - r e s i d e n t s ,  from persons 
t r a v e l l i n g  on business and on p l easur e ,  t ha t  determines the 
o v e r a l l  l evel  of  tour i sm,  t r a v e l  and outdoor r e c r e a t i o n  
f a c i l i t i e s  in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .

The Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  t r a v e l  s t a t i s t i c s  remain inadequate  
in many areas,  both in respect  to coverage and accuracy.
Steps are being taken to improve them, but we s t i l l  do not 
have accurate  i n f o r mat i on  about the number of persons en t e r i ng  
the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  t h e i r  modes of t r a v e l ,  reasons f or  
v i s i t i n g  or expend i t ures .  Coverage is very incomplete in 
determi ning how wel l  the demands of  v i s i t o r s  are being met 
wi th the cu r r en t  supply o f  f a c i l i t i e s  nor do we r e a l l y  under
stand the impact o f  people ' s  v i s i t s  on community economies.  
Caut ion is necessary,  too,  when reading the f o l l ow i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  
since the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  v i s i t o r  is f r e q u e n t l y  counted 
several  t imes,  for  example,  by mode of a r r i v a l ,  by type of 
accommodation and by a c t i v i t y  in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .

Highway Travel

T r a f f i c  counts on the Mackenzie Highway system and f e r r y  counts 
on the Mackenzie and L i a r d  f e r r i e s  point  to a dec l i ne  in road 
usage on several  major  r ou t es ,  r a t h e r  than to a cont inuance of  
the growth t rend o f  r ecent  ye a r s .  In respect  of t ha t  segment 
of  road users c l a s s i f i e d  as non- r es i dent  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  or 
t o u r i s t s ,  i t  is est imated t ha t  t h e i r  number dec l i ned from
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12,800 in 1973 to 12,300 in 1974. The reasons f or  t h i s  s t a l l  
in the growth t rend are unclear  al though the s o - c a l l e d  fuel  
c r i s i s ,  general  nervousness about the s ta t e  of  the economy 
and sub-average summer weather must be a t t r i b u t a b l e  f a c t o r s .

A p r o f i l e  of  some of the users of  the Mackenzie Highway was 
der i ved  from an a n a l y s i s  of  v i s i t o r  book r e g i s t r a t i o n s  at the 
60th P a r a l l e l  I n format i on Cent re .  The Centre was open from 
May 15 to September 15 in 1974.  Residents and n o n - r e s i d e n t s ,  
business and l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  signed the books. The comments 
below, however,  p e r t a i n  only to non- r es i den t  t r a v e l l e r s :

- The v i s i t o r  books contained 4,284 s i gnatures  and comments 
in'* 1 974,  compared to 3,890 in 1 973.

- 74% of  the v i s i t o r s  to the Informat ion Centre were Canadian 
r e s i d e n t s ,  23% Uni ted States r es i dent s  and the balance came 
from overseas.  Canadian r e g i s t r a t i o n s  increased both 
a b s o l u t e l y  and r e l a t i v e l y  compared to 1973,  but  the Uni ted  
States and overseas r e g i s t r a t i o n s  dec l i ned s l i g h t l y .

- A l ber ta  cont inues to provide h a l f  o f  the Canadian road 
t r a v e l l e r s  to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  but B r i t i s h  
Columbian r e g i s t r a t i o n s  showed the l a r g e s t  p r o v i n c i a l  gain 
wi th an i ncrease of  44% over  1973.

- I n t e r e s t i n g  s h i f t s  occurred in the o r i g i n s  of Uni ted States  
v i s i t o r s .  Fewer v i s i t o r s  were received from s t a t e s  t r a d i t i o n 
a l l y  supplying v i s i t o r s  (eg:  P a c i f i c ,  West -North Cent ra l  and 
Mountain s t a t e s )  wh i l e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  more v i s i t o r s  were 
received from East -Nor th Cent ral  sta tes  and s t a t e s  in the  
southern Uni ted St a t es .

- V i s i t o r s  from Europe c o n s t i t u t e d  88% of the overseas t r a v e l l e r s ,  
but v i s i t o r s  from as far  away as A u s t r a l i a  and New Zealand
were also noted.
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- Ye l l o w k n i f e  and Hay R i v e r  were the p r i n c i p a l  de s t i n a t i o n s  
f o r  most road t r a v e l l e r s  in 1974,  a l though plans to v i s i t  
other  highway and of f -h| ighway l oc a t i ons  were f r e q u e n t l y  
mentioned.

I

- 74% of the In format i on  Centre v i s i t o r s  s t a t ed  they were 
t r a v e l l i n g  for  p l e a s u r e ,  9% for  business and 17% were com
bining business and p l e asu r e .

- Almost h a l f  of  the t r a v e l l e r s  used T r a v e l A r c t i c  l i t e r a t u r e  
to plan t h e i r  t r i p  to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .

- Comments by t r a v e l l e r s  l eav ing the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  
h i g h l i g h t e d  pleasant  scenery and unfavourable  road condi t i ons  
as things to remember about t h e i r  t r i p  to the T e r r i t o r i e s .

A i r  T r a v e l

Most persons en t er i ng  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  a r r i v e  by a i r .  
The major  commercial  a i r l i n e s  serving the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  
from southern Canada and the Yukon repor ted car ry i ng  76,784  
passengers to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  in 1974,  a 1.4% dec l i ne  
compared to 1973.  This de c l i ne  may be a t t r i b u t e d  to a slowing  
down in the search for  o i l  and gas in the Mackenzie De l t a  and 
High A r c t i c ;  also to economic u n c e r t a i n t i e s  t ha t  had depress
ant  e f f e c t s  upon t r a v e l  and tour ism across the nat ion and 
around the wor ld.

Edmonton, Ca lgary ,  Winnipeg and Montreal  were the p r i nc i p a l  
a i r - ga t eways  to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  in 1974,  of  which 
Edmonton was by f a r  the s i n g l e  most important  count ing  
passenger o r i g i n a t i o n s ,  i n t e r -  and i n t r a - a i r l i n e  t r a n s f e r s .  
Edmonton alone dispatched near l y  80% of the Northwest  T e r r i -  
tor i es-bound a i r  t r a v e l l e r s  in 1974.
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T e r r i t o r i a l  r e s i de n t s  t r a v e l l i n g  on business and pleasure  
c o n s t i t u t e d  46% of  the a i r l i n e  passengers,  non- res i dents  
t r a v e l l i n g  on business 45%, and non- res i dent s  t r a v e l l i n g  f o r  
1 ei sure 9% .

Accommodation Surveys

LODGES:

I t  is est imated t ha t  the spor t  f i s h i n g  and hunt ing lodges 
accommodated some 4 ,500 guests in 1974 who paid $3.06 m i l l i o n  
for  accommodation,  food and other  serv ices.

Based on a sampling of  lodges providing 38% of the bed capac i t y  
of th i s  sec t or  in 1974,  r e g i s t e r e d  guests rose by 11% in 1974,  
gross revenues increased 5%, employment of  T e r r i t o r i a l  r es i de nt s  
increased 5%, s a l a r i e s  paid to T e r r i t o r i a l  r es i de nt s  increased  
62%, and expendi tures  by lodge operators on food,  l i q u o r ,  a i r 
c r a f t  ch ar t e r s  and f i s h i n g / h u n t i n g  equipment in the Northwest  
T e r r i t o r i e s  increased 13%. Approximate ly  30% o f  lodge guests 
were Canadian,  o n e - t h i r d  of  which were T e r r i t o r i a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  
and the balance were Uni ted States  or overseas r es i d e n t s .

HOTELS AND MOTELS:

I t  is est imated t ha t  T e r r i t o r i a l  hote ls  and motels accommodated
180,000 guests in 1974 who paid $11.7 m i l l i o n  f o r  accommodation,  
food and o t her  s e r v i c es .

Based on a sampling of  ten hote ls  and motels pr ov i d i ng  47% of  
the bed ca pac i t y  of t h i s  se c t or  in 1974,  r e g i s t e r e d  guests  
rose by 7% in 1974,  gross revenues increased 18%, employment  
of T e r r i  t o r i  a 1 r es i de n t s  increased 542% (high s t a f f  turnover  
is the p r i n c i p a l  reason)  and s a l a r i e s  to T e r r i t o r i a l  r es i dent s  
increased 37%.
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96% of  hotel  and motel guests in 1974 were Canadian,  and 
appr ox i mat e l y  o n e - t h i r d  of  these were T e r r i t o r i a l  r es i de n t s .
Most of  the o t her  guests were Uni ted States r e s i d e n t s .
Hotel  operators  c l a s s i f i e d  15% of  t h e i r  guests as t o u r i s t s ,  
the m a j o r i t y  (85%) being persons on business.

OUTFITTERS:

Survey responses were rece i ved from only nine of  twenty -n ine  
sport  f i s h i n g  and big game o u t f i t t e r s .  The nine respondents 
r e p o r t e d ,  however,  t ha t  they had accommodated 814 guests - 
74% of  whom were Canadian r e s i d e n t s ,  25% Uni ted St a tes  res i dent s  
and 1% overseas res i de nt s .

PARKS AND CAMPGROUNDS:

The T e r r i t o r i a l  Government,  through the D i v i s i on  of  Tourism,  
operated 20 Parks wi th camping and p i c n i c  f a c i l i t i e s  in 1974.  
Most of  these f a c i l i t i e s  were open from May 15 to September 
30 in 1974.  820 park permi ts were sold at a charge o f  $5
per p a r t y .  In a d d i t i o n ,  the re  are  two p r i v a t e l y  operated  
campgrounds in the T e r r i t o r i e s  - one near Hay R i v e r ,  the other  
on Broughton I s l and.

T r a f f i c  counter  surveys were conducted a t  two Parks,  namely 
Ye l l owkn i f e  and Prelude Lake.  The average,  d a i l y  number of 
vehi c l es  en t er i ng  Ye l l owkn i f e  Park over a t hree  month period 
was 168 and a t  Prelude Lake 76. The peak weekend at Ye l l ow
k n i f e  Park was July  5-8 when 594 vehi c l es  entered per day; the 
peak weekend at Prelude Lake was August 3-5 when 328 vehic l es  
entered d a i l y .  Al l  counts inc l ude  v i s i t s  paid by overnight  
and casual  v i s i t o r s .  Over the course of  the next  few years,  
i t  is hoped to develop s t a t i s t i c a l  t rends f o r  these Parks.
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Park superv isors  a l so conducted campsi te surveys in 1974 
c o l l e c t i n g  in format i on  about the number of  p a r t i e s  s t ay i ng  
o v e r n i g h t ,  average l ength of  s tay ,  o r i g i n s  o f  p a r t i e s ,  type 
of  camping equipment and campsite u t i l i z a t i o n .  Summaries of  
t h e i r  i n format ion are presented in Tables 5 . 5  and 5 . 6 .

Only one of  the two p r i v a t e  campground operators  responded 
to the survey and, t h e r e f o r e ,  we are unable to discuss t ha t  
o p e r a t o r ' s  i n format i on f o r  reasons of c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of  
d a t a .

CRUISE SHIP SURVEY:

Two cr u i se  l i n e s  operated North of  60°N in 1974,  A r c t i c  Cruise  
Lines of  Hay River  operat i ng the Norweta on the Mackenzie  
River  and Swedish America Line oper a t i ng  the Linblad Explorer  
in the Eastern A r c t i c .  Together ,  the two ships c a r r i e d  584 
passengers,  78% of whom were Uni ted States r e s i d e n t s ,  19% 
Canadian r e s i d e n t s ,  wi th the balance from overseas.

Based on A r c t i c  Cruise Lines exper i ences ,  the demand f or  
A r c t i c  cruises is growing each year ;  but  the shortness of  the 
season plus the high costs o f  operat i ng  in the nor th make i t  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a nor thern-based cru i se  ship oper a t o r  to earn 
a p r o f i t  and re t urn  on investment .

Ha nd i c r a f t  Sales

I t  is est imated t ha t  the volume of  ha n d i c r a f t  sales to r es i de n t  
and non- res i dent  t r a v e l l e r s  i n  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  in 
1974 exceeded $1.75 m i l l i o n .  Such sales obv ious ly  have an 
important  impact on community economies,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  the 
h a n d i c r a f t  is made and sold in the same community.



9.

Travel  Enqui r i es

T r a v e l A r e t i e  answered a record 27 ,000 enqu i r i e s  in 1974,  an 
increase o f  15% over 1973.  There seems to be a s h i f t i n g  of  
i n t e r e s t  away from only sports f i s h i n g  and hunt ing to more 
general  i n t e r e s t s  such as na tura l  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  wi lderness  
t r a v e l ,  canoeing routes and highway f a c i l i t i e s .  A g r e a t e r  
pr o por t i o n  of enqu i r i es  are now coming from Eastern Canada,  
and overseas.

Figure 2.1

Figure 2.1 i l l u s t r a t e s  the long term growth of  t h a t  segment  
of  the t r a v e l  market  def ined as n o n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l 
l e r s  or t o u r i s t s .  The general  t rend has been toward a growing 
number o f  t o u r i s t s  spending an i ncreas i ng  amount of  money in 
the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  This t rend seemed to s t a l l  in 1974.  
According to es t imates  der ived in Sect ions 3 and 4,  t o u r i s t s  
a r r i v i n g  by road dec l i ned 2% in 1974 and those a r r i v i n g  by 
commercial  a i r l i n e  decl ined 15%. These are only est imates  
but ,  taken at  face va l ue ,  they i n d i c a t e  t ha t  the number of  
t o u r i s t s  f e l l  from 22,000 in 1973 to 19,000 in 1974.

On the other  hand, the average expendi ture  of  t o u r i s t s  
appeared to i ncrease in 1974,  probably in accordance wi th  the 
cost  of  l i v i n g  and i n f l a t i o n  r a t e s .  I t  is es t imated t h e r e f o r e ,  
tha t  19 , 000  t o u r i s t s  spent approx i mate ly  $6.4 m i l l i o n  on 
t r a n s p o r t ,  food and accommodation serv ices  in the Northwest  
T e r r i t o r i e s .  To t h i s  amount should be added perhaps another  
$250,000 to $500,000 spent by t o u r i s t s  on ha n d i c r a f t s  in the 
Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  ( t h i s  i tem has not been included in 
past  r e c o r d s ) ,  for  a grand t o t a l  o f  $6.75 m i l l i o n .
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3. HIGHWAY TRAVEL

The Mackenzie Highway provided the only road means of  access 
to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  in 1974.  Mi l e  0 o f  the highway 
is at  Grimshaw, A l b e r t a ,  and the present  terminus is Fort  
Simpson,  Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  A w i n t e r  road has sometimes 
been opened north of  For t  Simpson to serve communit ies in the 
Mackenzie V a l l e y .  However,  an a l l - w e a t h e r  road is now under  
cons t r u c t i on  to l i n k  For t  Simpson to the A r c t i c  Ocean. The 
complet ion date is s t i l l  some years away, a l though sect ions  
are const ructed .

There are several  major  arms from the Mackenzie Highway in 
the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  Highway 2 serves Hay R i v e r ,  High
way 3 serves Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  Highway 5 serves For t  Smith and 
Highway 6 serves For t  Reso l u t i on .  There are also two major  
r i v e r  cross i ngs .  The Mackenzie Highway crosses the Liard  
Ri ver  near  For t  Simpson and Highway 3 crosses the Mackenzie  
Ri v er  near  For t  Providence.  Consequent ly t r a f f i c  f lows are  
i n t e r r u p t e d  on these routes dur ing annual f r e ez e - u p  (November 
to December) and break-up ( A p r i l  to May).  Fer ry  services  
operate across the r i v e r s  dur ing summer months,  and ice 
bridges are prepared dur ing w i n t e r  months.

3 .1 Ve h i cu l a r  T r a f f i c  Counts

Ve h i cu l a r  t r a f f i c  counts have been conducted at  var ious  
l o c a t i o n s ,  for  var ious per iods of  t i me ,  1n recent  y e a r s .  
However,  there is s t i l l  not  a consol i dated count by which 
the t o t a l  ve h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c ,  and persons e n t e r i n g  the Nor t h
west T e r r i t o r i e s  by road,  can be measured.
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The f o l l owi n g  tab l es  i l l u s t r a t e  the type of  s t a t i s t i c s  
c o l l e c t e d  in 1974.  Table 3.1 shows average,  d a i l y ,  one-way 
t r a f f i c  f lows at  nine l o c a t i o n s .  The bus iest  t r a f f i c  
sector  was c l e a r l y  the sect ion of  road between Ye l l owkn i f e  
A i r p o r t  and the C i t y .  This sect i on is paved. The Ingraham 
T r a i l  also r e g i s t e r s  a high count because of  the volume of  
commuting t r a f f i c  between Det tah V i l l a g e ,  Giant  Ye l l o w k n i f e  
Mines and the C i t y  of  Ye l l o w k n i f e ;  and because the T r a i l  p r o 
vides Y e l 1owkni fers wi th ready access to nearby camping,  
f i s h i n g  and s i g h t - s e e i n g  l o c a t i o n s .

New types of  t r a f f i c  counters were u t i l i z e d  f or  the f i r s t  time 
in 1974 wi th the r e s u l t  tha t  the counts shown in Table 3.1 
cannot be d i r e c t l y  compared wi th previous y e a r ' s  counts.  
However,  there are some i n d i c a t i on s  N.W.T.  road t r a f f i c  
decreased s l i g h t l y  in 1974 r a t h e r  than cont i nu i ng  the steady  
growth ra t e  of  recent  years .  Table 3.2 tends to conf i rm  
t h i s p o i n t .

Table 3.2 provides a d e t a i l e d  summary of  the Mackenzie and 
Liard f e r r y  operat ions for  the 1971-74 per i od .  A l l  c lasses  
of  veh i c l es  showed gains between 1971 and 1973 on both 
f e r r i e s .  This t rend reversed in 1974 and the only classes  
showing gains were commercial  veh i c l es  on the Mackenzie  
f e r r y  and p r i v a t e  v e h i c l es *  on the Liard f e r r y .

3.2 V i s i t o r  Re g i s t r a t i ons  at  the 60th P a r a l l e l  I n format i on  
Ce n t r e______________ ___________________________________ .

A t r a f f i c  counter  pos i t ioned at  the ent rance to the 60th 
P a r a l l e l  I n format ion Centre r e g i s t e r e d  a count of  3,735  
vehi c l es  f o r  the per iod July 12 to September 13. Vehicles  
t r a v e l l i n g  northbound or southbound would only r e g i s t e r  once,  
but i t  is not known how many veh i c l es  stopped a t  the

* This category probably includes campers in 1974.
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VEHICULAR TRAFFIC COUNTS IN THE N.W.T.
1 974 _______

LOCATION MONTH TRAFFIC COUNT 
(VEHICLES/DAY)

Route 1
Mackenzie Highway:
Mi l e  53 . 0  - West May 14-June 28 153
Ent erpr i se June 2 8 - July 29 168

July 29-Aug 30 166
Aug 30-Sept  20 131

Route 2
Hay River  Highway:
Mi 1e 19.5 - South June 2 8 - J u l y  30 537
of Junct ion wi th  
Route 5

July 30-Aug 30 537

Mi l e  20 .0  - North May 14-June 28 716
of Junct ion wi th June 28 - Ju l y  29 747
Route 5 July 29-Aua 30 702

Aug 30-Sept  5 732

Route 3
Ye l l owkn i f e  Highway:
Mi l e  211 . 0  - South June 18-June 28 212
of Gol f  Course June 28 - Ju l y  29 232

July 29-Aug 5 183

Mi l e  213.0 - Between June 18-June 28 525
Gol f  Course and June 28-July  29 463
Ai r p o r t July 29-Aug 23* 376

Mi l e  213.5 - Between June 18-June 28 1930
A i r p o r t  and C i t y June 28 - Ju l y  29 2081

July 29-Aug 5 1935

Mi l e  215.0  - West June 18-June 28 1764
of  Junct ion wi th June 28 - J u l y  29 1 761
Route 4 July 29-Aug 5 2030

Route 4
Ingraham T r a i l :
Mi le  0 .5  - East June 18-June 28 1135
of Junct ion wi th June 28 - Ju l y  29 1654
Route 3 July 29-Aug 23* 1 204
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LOCATION MONTH TRAFFIC COUNT 
( VEHI CLES/DAY)

Route 5
Fort  Smith Highway:
Mi l e  161.0 - West June 18-June 28
Fort  Smith June 28 - J u l y  12

July  1 9 - July  29 
July  29-Aug 30 
Aug 30-Sept  2 
Sept 4-Sept  30

127 
11 3 
220  
184 
193 
187

Notes: These counts are not d i r e c t l y  comparable wi th
t r a f f i c  f lows shown in the 1973 Annual Report  
because d i f f e r e n t  types of  t r a f f i c  counters were 
used. An approximate comparison can be obtained  
by i ncreas i ng 1974 counts by 30% (except  for  

•Route 4) and d i v i d i n g  by two f o r  the one-way 
t r a f f i c  f low.

* B a t t e r i e s  on counters may have f a i l e d  p r i o r  to 
t h i s  date which would account f o r  the lower count  
dur ing a peak month.

Source: Department of  Publ ic  Works, Government of  the
Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .



TABLE 3 . 2

N.W.T.  FERRY OPERATIONS 
1 971 -74_________ _

MACKENZIE FERRY LIARD FERRY

1971 1972 1973 1974 1971 1972 1973

S t a r t  of  Service May 11 May 29 May 12 May 18 May 22 May 29 May 11
Terminat ion of  
Service Dec 04 Nov 17 Nov 08 Dec 10 Nov 01 Oct 26 Oct 31
Season (days) 208 1 73 181 207 164 150 1 74
Ferry Tr i ps  
Vehicl es Ca r r i ed :

N/A 10,961 12,816 12,673 N/A N/A 6, 710

Pr i v a t e 12,979 13,129 14,789 13,099 719 2,860 2,292
Commerc i a 1 5,036 4,998 5,802 6,389 483 2,252 5,619
Buses 1 93 210 207 205 4 NIL N IL
Others ( I nc l  . 
Campers) 908 1 ,01 3 1,245 1 ,036 46 320 1 ,807

19,116 19,350 22,043 20,729 1 ,252 (2)  5,432 9,718

Passengers 
Car r i ed (1) 57 ,348 58,050 66,129 62,187 3,756 16,296 29,154

( 5 5 , 1 6 1 ) ( 3 )

No t e : ( 1 ) :  Average of  three passengers per v e h i c l e .
( 2 )  : For per iod June 25 to August 18 onl y .
( 3 )  : Revised est imates based on actual  surveys.

Department of  Publ i c  Works,  Government of  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .

1974

May 1 7

Nov 06 
174 

8,867

4,741
4,997

NIL

NIL

9,738

29,214  
( 22 , 30 6  ) ( 3)

Source :
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I n format i on Centre both north and southbound.  55% of  the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n s  occurred in the f i r s t  month ( Ju l y  12 to August
12) ,  45% in the second month (August 12 to September 13 ) .

Road t r a v e l l e r s ,  e i t h e r  inbound to or outbound from the 
Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  are i n v i t e d  to sign a v i s i t o r s  book 
at the I n format i on Cent re.  The Centre was open from May 15 
to September 15 in 1974.  5,103 v i s i t o r s  were r e g i s t e r e d ,
which represents a 13.9% increase over 1973.  819 of  these
r e g i s t r a t i o n s  were by Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  r e s i d e n t s .
Although these s t a t i s t i c s  cannot be d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to the  
t r a f f i c  counter  da t a ,  i f  vehi c l es  stopped only once a t  the 
Centre and a l l  passengers signed the books, the average number 
of persons per v e h i c l e  would be 1 .36 .

The f o l l owi n g  t ab l es  provide a s t a t i s t i c a l  summary of  data 
der ived from the v i s i t o r  books. The response ra t e  to page 
headings and quest ions in the v i s i t o r  books var ied e x t e n s i v e l y  
and so the response rates have been noted a t  the bottom of  
each t a b l e .

Table 3.3

The v i s i t o r  books a t  the 60th P a r a l l e l  I n format i on  Centre  
were signed by a l l  types of  t r a v e l l e r s ;  Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  
res idents  and non - r es i den t s ,  business t r a v e l l e r s  and t o u r i s t s .  
The s i gnatures  in the book, however,  represent  only a small  
propor t ion of  the t o t a l  t r a v e l l e r s  using the Mackenzie 
Highway.

Total  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  increased by 13.9% in 1974.  Of p a r t i c u l a r  
note,  however,  is the increase in non- res i dent  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  
(10.9%) which reverses the previous y e a r ' s  t rend.  77% of  
these non- res i dent s  i nd i cated  t ha t  th i s  was t h e i r  f i r s t  v i s i t



TABLE 3 . 3

YEAR
(MAY-
SEPT)

1972

1973 

1 974

Note : 

Source

REGISTRATIONS AT THE 60TH 
PARALLEL INFORMATION CENTRE 

1972-74

REGISTRATIONS REGISTRATIONS
INCLUDING
RESIDENTS

N.W.T. EXCLUDING
RESIDENTS

N.W.T.

Number % V a r i a t i o n Number % V a r i a t i o n

Not Avai l - 3,965 -

4 ,479 - 3 , 8 9 0 ^  * ( 1 . 9 )

5,103 13.9 4 , 2 8 4 ^  ^ 10.1

(1)  Non-Resident  R e g i s t r a t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e d  87Ж of  the 
t o t a l  in 1973 and 84$ of  the t o t a l  in 1974.

: V i s i t o r  Books,
60th P a r a l l e l  I n f o r mat i on  Cent re .
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to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  The 1974 increases may be due 
to an increase in v i s i t o r s  or to the f a c t  t h a t  a higher  
propor t i on  of  v i s i t o r s  in 1974 signed the book. The p r e f e r r e d  
reason is the former!

Table 3.4

R e g i s t r a t i o n s  by v i s i t o r s  from Southern Canada increased both 
in absolute  and r e l a t i v e  numbers in 1974.  The r e l a t i v e  
i n c r ea se ,  f o r  example,  was from 69.7% of  v i s i t o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  
in 1973 to 73.8% in 1974.  This s u b s t a n t i a l  increase can be 
a t t r i b u t e d  to a number of  f a c t o r s .  The t rend f o r  Canadians 
to "see Canada f i r s t "  is undoubtedly an impor tant  one.  The 
Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  has also been r e c e i v i n g  na t i on - w i de  
p u b l i c i t y  from the search f o r  o i l ,  gas and other  non- 
renewcble resources in Canada's f a r  Nor th.  This p u b l i c i t y  
has r e - k i n d l e d  Canadian i n t e r e s t  in " t ha t  other  o n e - t h i r d  of  
the c o u n t r y " .

Uni ted States and overseas r e g i s t r a t i o n s ,  on the o t he r  hand,  
decl i ned in 1974.  The Uni ted States share of  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  
decl i ned from 26.5% in 1973 to 23.4% in 1974.  This d e c l i n e  
is probably a t t r i b u t a b l e  to the s o - c a l l e d  " fue l  c r i s i s "  in 
1974,  and i t  is hoped t ha t  the downturn is only temporary.

The number of  overseas v i s i t o r s  f l u c t u a t e s  from year  to year .  
Since these r e g i s t r a t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e  less than 5% of the 
t o t a l ,  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  to de f i ne  t rends .

Table 3.5

Al ber t a  cont inues to provide at  l e a s t  o n e - h a l f  of  the road 
t r a v e l l e r s  to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  Th i s ,  of  course,  
is not  su r p r i s i n g  since the only road access to the No r t h 
west T e r r i t o r i e s ,  the Mackenzie Highway,  o r i g i n a t e s  a t  
Grimshaw, A l b e r t a .  Dr i v i ng  t imes and di s tances  from places
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TABLE 3.4

ORIGINS OF NON-RESIDENT 
ROAD TRAVELLERS 

1972-74

REGISTRATIONS % TOTAL

1 972 J_973 1974 1972 1973 1974

Canadian 2 ,594 2 ,710 3,162 65.4 69.7 73.8

U . S.A. 1 ,297 1 ,029 1 ,001 32.7 26 .5 23.4

Overseas 74 151 121 1 . 9 3.8 2.8

3,965 3 ,890 4 ,284 100.0 100.0 1 00.0

S o u r c e :  V i s i t o r  Bo o k s  ,
6 0 t h  P a r a l l e l  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e .



TABLE 3 . 5
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ORIGINS OF SOUTHERN CANADIAN 
ROAD TRAVELLERS 

1973 AND 1974________

PROVINCE REGISTRATIONS % TOTAL % VARIATION

1973 1974 1973 1974 19 73 - 7 4 (1)

A l b e r t a 1 ,405 1 ,597 51 .9 50.5 13.7
Ont ar i o 401 456 14.8 14.4 13.7
B r i t i s h  Columbia 306 439 11.3 13.9 43.5
Saskatchewan 301 280 11 .1 8 . 8 ( 7 . 0 )
Ma ni toba 114 163 4.2 5.2 43.0
Mar i t imes 50 81 1 .8 2.6 62 . 0
Quebec 51 (2)  72 10

1 .9 2.3 41.1
Yukon 8 0 . 3 0 .3 25.0
Uni dent i f  i ed 74 64 2.7 2 .0 ( 1 3 . 5 )

2 ,710 3,162 100.0 100.0 16.7

REGION

P r a i r i e s  (3) 1 ,820 2,040 67 .2 64.5 12.1
Ontar i o  f* Quebec 452 528 16.7 16.7 16.8
B r i t i s h  Columbi a 306 439 11 .3 13.9 43.5
Ma r i t i mes (4) 50 81 1 .8 2.6 62 . 0
Yukon 8 10 0 . 3 0 .3 25.0
Un i den t i f i ed 74 64 2.7 2.0 ( 1 3 . 5 )

2,710 3,162 100.0 1 00.0 16.7

Notes : (1)  The v a r i a t i o n  is p o s i t i v e  ( i e : an i ncrease)  
unless the f i g u r e  is in brackets ( d e c r e a s e ) .

(2)  Est imate .
( 3 )  A l b e r t a ,  Saskatchewan,  Mani toba.
(4)  New Brunswick,  Pr ince Edward I s l a n d ,  

Newfoundland.

S o u r c e :  V i s i t o r  B o ok s ,
60th P a r a l l e l  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e .
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in A l ber t a  are much l ess than f o r  most o t her  provinces or  
the Yukon T e r r i t o r y .

Together ,  the P r a i r i e  Provinces provided 64.5% of the 1974 
Canadian r e g i s t r a t i o n s  (down s l i g h t l y  from 67.2% 1n 1973,  
al though the absolute  i ncrease was 12.1%) .  B r i t i s h  Columbian 
r e g i s t r a t i o n s  showed the l a r g e s t ,  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o v i n c i a l  ga i n ,  
wi th  an i ncrease of  43.5%.  Reasons f o r  such a l arge gain 
are ge n e r a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  to increased promot ional  e f f o r t s  
d i r ec t e d  towards the r e s i de n t s  of  t ha t  p r ov i nce .

Table 3 .6

U.S.A. TRAVELLERS:

The t rend of the past few years has been f or  i ncreas i ng  
numbers o f  Uni ted Sta tes  t o u r i s t s  to v i s i t  the Northwest  
T e r r i t o r i e s .  This t rend seemed to s t a l l  in 1974,  a t  l e a s t  
according to the number of  s ignatures in the v i s i t o r  books 
at the 60th P a r a l l e l  I n format i on Cent re.  Re g i s t r a t i o n s  in 
1973 numbered 1,029 and,  in 1974,  1,001 (a 2.7% dec l i ne  
between 1973 and 1974) .

T r a d i t i o n a l  o r i g i n s  of  v i s i t o r s  such as the P a c i f i c ,  West-  
North Cent ral  and Mountain States a l l  provided fewer v i s i t o r s  
in 1974. However,  major  Increases in v i s i t o r s  from the East -  
North Cent ra l  States  (74.8%)  and states not border ing on 
Canada almost  helped to balance the d e c l i n e  from t r a d i t i o n a l  
o r i g i n s .

The s t a l l  is l a r g e l y  a t t r i b u t e d  to u n c e r t a i n t i e s  surrounding  
the supply and p r i c i n g  of gasol i ne  in the Uni ted St a t es .
Many people,  too,  wi t hhe l d  from t ak i ng  a vacat ion in 1974 in 
the face of  i n f l a t i o n a r y  and unemployment pressures 1n the 
economy.



TABLE 3 . 6
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ORIGINS OF ROAD TRAVELLERS FROM 
THE U.S .A. AND OVERSEAS

1973 AND 1974__________  1

U.S.A. REGISTRATIONS % 'TOTAL % VARIATION
REGIONS 1973 1974 1973 1974 1973-74

P a c i f i c  ( 1 ) 359 318 34.9 31 .8 ( 1 1 . 4 )
E-N Cent ral  (2) 111 194 10.8 19.4 74.8
W-N Central  (3) 194 153 18.9 15.3 ( 2 1 . 1 )
Mountain (4) 163 89 15.8 8 . 9 ( 4 5 . 4 )
M i d - A t l a n t i c  (5) 70 67 6 . 8 6 . 7 ( 4 . 3 )
A11 Other Sta tes 1 32 180 12 .8 17.9 36.4

1 ,029 1 ,001 100.0 100.0 2.7

OVERSEAS ‘
REGIONS

Western Europe 96 1 0 7 ' 6 > 63 . 6 «XCOCO 11.5
A u s t r a l i a  &
New Zealand 30 8 19.9 6 . 6 ( 7 3 . 3 )
Other Places 25 6 16.5 5 .0 ( 7 6 . 0 )

1 51 121 100 . 0 1 00 . 0 ( 1 9 . 9 )

Notes : (1)  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Washington,  Oregon.
(2)  Iowa,  Kansas,  Minnesota,  M i s s o u r i ,  Nebraska,  

North and South Dakota.
(3)  Ar i z o n a ,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana,  New Mexico,  

Nevada,  Utah,  Wyoming.
(4)  I l l i n o i s ,  I n d i a n a ,  Michigan,  Ohio,  Wisconsin.
(5)  New Je r sey ,  New York,  Pennsylvania.
(6)  West Germany ( 6 0 ) ,  Great  B r i t a i n  ( 1 8 ) ,  

Swi t zer l and  ( 8 ) ,  France ( 8 ) ,  Sweden ( 6 ) ,
Norway ( 4 ) ,  Au s t r i a  ( 3 ) .

(7)  The v a r i a t i o n  1s p o s i t i v e  ( 1e :  an increase)  
unless the f i g u r e  is in brackets ( de cr ea se ) .

S o u r c e :  V i s i t o r  B o o k s ,
60th P a r a l l e l  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e .
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OVERSEAS TRAVELLERS:

The overseas t r a v e l l e r s  r e g i s t e r i n g  a t  the In f ormat i on  
Centre e i t h e r  rented cars on a r r i v a l  in Canada or  were 
t r a v e l l i n g  wi th North American f r i e nds  or r e l a t i v e s .  These 
r e g i s t r a t i o n s  us ua l l y  c o n s t i t u t e  a small  percentage of the 
t o t a l  and so the 20% decrease in 1974 cannot be regarded as 
s i g n i f i c a n t  in the o v e r a l l  t o t a l .

European r e g i s t r a t i o n s  rose from 6 3 . 6 %  of the t o t a l  in 1973 
to 88.4% of  the t o t a l  in 1974.  For the second successive  
y e a r ,  West German r es i dents  const i tu ted  the s i ng l e  l a r g e s t  
nat i ona l  group,  wi th  49.6% of  the 1974 t o t a l ,  fo l l owed by 
the 8 r i t i s h  ( 14 . 8%) .  V i s i t o r s  from as f a r  away as A u s t r a l i a  
and New Zealand,  however,  were also r e g i s t e r e d .

Table 3.7

More than 40% of the 1974 road t r a v e l l e r s  stopping a t  the 
I n format i on Centre were planning to see Ye l l owkn i f e  during 
t h e i r  v i s i t  to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  and 20% were 
planning to see Hay R i v e r * .  The Ye l l owkn i f e  responses are 
down s l i g h t l y  from 1973,  and the Hay Ri v e r  responses are up 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from 1973,  as the tab l e  i l l u s t r a t e s .  Some 
v i s i t o r s  were r e l u c t a n t  to dr i ve to Y e l l owk n i f e  because of  
the ex tens i ve  and d i s r u p t i n g  road r e p a i r s  underway between 
Stagg River  and Y e l l owk n i f e  throughout the summer.

Other highway de s t i n a t i o n s  such as For t  Smi th,  For t  Simpson 
and Pine Point  were i n c r ea s i ng l y  popular  d e s t i n a t i o n s  in 1974.  
A smal l e r  percentage o f  the 1974 v i s i t o r  book s i g ner s ,  how
ever ,  were bound for  of f -h1ghway d e s t i n a t i o n s  (eg: by a i r c r a f t  
char t e r s  or canoe from road t e r mi n i ) .

*  The quest ion was answered in such a way t ha t  the Ye l l owkn i f e  
and Hay River  v i s i t o r s  may be the same persons.



TABLE 3 . 7

N.W.T.  DESTINATIONS FOR
ROAD TRAVELLERS

1973 AND 1974

RESPONSES % OF TOTAL
DESTINATION 1 973 1974 1973 1974

Ye 11owkn i fe 1 ,464 1 ,423 46 . 8 43 .7
Hay River 482 653 15.4 20 . 0
For t  Smith 170 194 5.4 5 . 9
For t  Simpson 120 169 3.9 5 . 2
Pine Point 88 169 2.8 5.  2
Other highway

d e s t i n â t  ions 494 487 15.8 15.0
Outside highway

system 311 164 9.9 5 . 0

3 , 129( 1} 3 , 2 5 9 ( 1 ) 100.0 100.0

Note:  (1) The response rate  to t h i s  quest ion in 1973 
was 80.4% and in 1974 76.6%.

Source:  V i s i t o r  Books,
60th P a r a l l e l  I n format ion Cent re .



25.

T a b l e  3 . 8

As might  be expected,  most o f  the v i s i t o r  book signers (74%) 
i nd i c a t e d  they were t r a v e l l i n g  f o r  p l easur e ,  r a t he r  than 
business reasons (10%) or  were combining business wi th  
pleasure (16%).  The breakdown of  responses in 1974 is very  
s i m i l a r  to t h a t  in 1973,  al though the 1974 response ra t e  was 
l ower .  Comparing responses in the 1973 and 1974 pleasure  
c a t e g o r i e s ,  fewer people sta ted they were coming to the 
Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  s i g h t s e e i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  
camping and canoeing,  and p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  more said they 
were on vacat i on and/ or  v i s i t i n g  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s .  
(Note:  V i s i t o r  book signers  of ten stated more than one
purpose for  v i s i t i n g  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s . )

Table  3 .9

V i s i t o r s  to the In format i on  Centre were asked whether  they 
used T r a v e l A r c t i c  l i t e r a t u r e  to plan t h e i r  v i s i t  to the 
Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  48.7% of  the v i s i t o r s  s t a t ed  they 
di d .  The 1974 response r a t e  was much higher  than in the 
previous year ,  consequent l y ,  the 1974 s t a t i s t i c  can be r e 
garded as more r e l i a b l e .

V i s i t o r s  were a lso encouraged to stop at  the In format i on  
Centre on t h e i r  outbound journey to discuss t h e i r  exper i ences.  
Ex i t  comments have been t abu l a t e d  in Sect ion B of  Table 3 . 9 .  
1974 response r a t e s  are again higher  than those in 1973« 
though un l i ke  Sect ion A s t a t i s t i c s ,  the 1974 e x i t  comments 
were very s i m i l a r  to those in 1973.  Two- th i rds  of  the  
comments were compl imentary to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  
( p l e a s a n t  scenery,  good camping and f r i e n d l y  p e o p l e ) .  A 
smal l  group of persons (1.2%)  exper ienced bad camping f a c i l 
i t i e s ;  however,  a very s i g n i f i c a n t  percentage ( 3 3 . 6 )  commented 
on unfavourable  road c o n d i t i o n s .  Many complaints were



TABLE 3 . 8

N.W.T.  ROAD TRAVELLERS 
REASONS FOR VISITING THE N.W.T.

1 973 AND 1 974________

RESPONSES % OF TOTAL
REASON FOR VISIT 1973 1974 1973 1974

P I e a s u r e : 

a) Vacat ion 1 ,468 1 ,539 41.  7 47 . 3
b ) F r i e n d s / R e l a t i o n s 391 425 11.1 13.1
c) Sightseeing 371 209 10.6 6 .4
d ) Fi shi ng 21 3 148 6.1 4 . 5
e) Camping 89 73 2.5 2 . 2
f )  Canoeing 57 23 1.6 0 . 7

Sub Total 2 ,589 2,417 73.6 74.2

Business 386 ^  ^ 299 ^1 ) 11 .0 9 . 2

Combinat ion of  
Business & Pleasure 542 539 15.4 16.6

TOTAL 3 , 5 1 7 (2) 3 , 2 5 5 ( 2 ) 100.0 100.0

Notes : ( I ) Includes persons ent e r i  ng the N.W., T . to
take up res i dency .

(2)  These t o t a l s  represent  90.4% (1973)  and 
76.0% (1974)  responses to the quest i on .

Source: V i s i t o r  Books»
60th P a r a l l e l  I n f ormat i on  Cent re .



TABLE 3 . 9

N.W.T.  ROAO TRAVELLERS 
USE OF TRAVELARCTIC LITERATURF 

AND
EXIT COMMENTS
1973 AND 1974 _____

RESPONSES % OF TOTAL
1973

A. Use of  T r a v e l A r c t i c

1974 1 973 1 974

L i t e r a t u r e  to plan
N.W.T.  t r i p  YES 762 1 ,302 87.9 48.7

N0 105 1 ,371 12.1 51 . 3

867( 1 5 2 , 67 3 ( 1 ) 100.0 100.0

B. E x i t  Comments 
About Tr i p :

Pleasant  Scenery 411 835 54.0 58.3
Unfavourable Road

Condi t ions 299 482 39.3 33.6
Good Camping 31 54 4.1 3 .8
F r i end l y  People 20 45 2.6 3.1
Bad Camping ( 3 ) - 1 7 - 1 .2

761 1 ,433 ^2 ^ 100.0 100.0

Notes:  (1)  The response ra t es  to the quest ion in 1973
and 1974 were 22.3% and 62.4% r e s p e c t i v e l y

( 2 )  The response rat es  to the quest ion 1n 1973 
and 1974 were 19.6% and 33.5% r e s p e c t i v e l y

( 3 )  Comment not ca t egor i zed  in 1973.

Source:  V i s i t o r  Books,
60th P a r a l l e l  I n format i on  Centre.
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d i r e c t e d  a t  i n s u f f i c i e n t  use of dust  c o n t r o l s ;  many more 
were r e g i s t e r e d  in regard to hazardous d r i v i n g  condi t i ons  
between Stagg Ri ver  and Ye l l o w k n i f e .  This sect ion o f  Route 3 
was being widened and s t r a i gh t ened  throughout  the summer. 
Heavy ra i ns  sometimes compounded r e p a i r  problems.

3 . 3  Highway T r a v e l l e r s  and Expendi tures

The c u r r e n t ,  f a c t u a l  i n f o r mat i on  about t r a v e l l e r s  on the 
Mackenzie Highway is not  s u f f i c i e n t  to conso l i da t e  the data  
presented in Sect ions 3.1 and 3.2 to determine the t o t a l  
number of  r e s i d e n t  and n o n - r e s i d e n t ,  business and l e i s u r e  
t r a v e l l e r s  en t e r i n g  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  throughout  
the year .

This sect ion of  the r e p o r t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  at tempts only to 
provide est imates of  the number and expendi tures of  non
r e s i d e n t  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s .  A conser va t i ve  es t i mat e  of  the 
t rend f or  such t r a ve l  is i nd i ca t e d  by the t r a f f i c  v a r i a t i o n s  
on the Mackenzie and Liard f e r r i e s  since more than h a l f  o f  
the v i s i t o r  book signers i nd i c a t e d  they were planning to 
v i s i t  For t  Simpson and/or  communit ies on Route 3 ( For t  
Providence,  Rae and/or  Y e l l o w k n i f e ) .

N on - r e s i de n t ,  l e i s u r e ,  road t r a v e l l e r s  en t e r i ng  the Nor th
west T e r r i t o r i e s  in 1973 were est imated to number 12 ,800 .
In 1974,  passengers c a r r i e d  on the Mackenzie and Liard  
f e r r i e s  f e l l  by 4%*. Applying t h i s  4% reduct ion to 12,800  
y i e l d s  an est imated 12,300 n on - r es i den t  road t r a v e l l e r s  
e n t e r i n g  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  in 1974.

*  See Note 3 in Table 3.2
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Surveys conducted In 1971 ascer t a i ned t ha t  the average  
expend i t ur e  of  each non- res i dent  road t r a v e l l e r  1n the Nor t h 
west T e r r i t o r i e s  was $55 . 55 .  This f i g u r e  has been updated 
wi t h  an I n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r  so t ha t  the average expend i t ur e  In 
1974 1s assumed to be $ 8 5 . 0 0 / p e r s o n . Tota l  expendi tures  f o r  
n o n - r e s i d e n t ,  l e i s u r e ,  road t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r i n g  the Northwest  
T e r r i t o r i e s  are es t imated to be,  t h e r e f o r e ,  $1 . 05  m i l l i o n .
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4. AIR TRAVEL

The number o f  t r a v e l l e r s  e n t e r i ng  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  
by a i r  in 1 974 dec l i ned by 1.43» compared to 1 973.  The major  
commercial  a i r l i n e s  serving the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  from 
southern Canada and the Yukon reported c a r r y i n g  76 ,784  
passengers to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  in 1974.

Oi l  and gas r i g  crews and other  corpora te  personnel  c a r r i e d  
on company-owned a i r c r a f t  are not  inc luded in the above 
t o t a l  since t h e i r  movements are regarded as c o n f i d e n t i a l  by 
the r e s p e c t i v e  companies.  However,  since these crews were 
provided wi t h  f ree  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and f r e q u e n t l y  res ided in 
company-owned f a c i l i t i e s ,  they do not m a t e r i a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e  
to the growth of  tour ism in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .

There are var ious t i e r s  of  commercial  a i r l i n e s  serv i ng the 
general  pub l i c  in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  The pr imary  
t i e r  is composed of  three o f f i c i a l  r eg iona l  c a r r i e r s  namely 
No r d a i r ,  T r a n s a i r  and P a c i f i c  Western A i r l i n e s .  Nor da i r  
serves the eastern A r c t i c  through Mon t r e a l ,  T r a nsa i r  serves 
the c e n t r a l  A r c t i c  through Winnipeg and Chu r ch i l l  whi l e  
P a c i f i c  Western A i r l i n e s  serves the western A r c t i c  through  
Edmonton. Cer t a i n  communit ies such as Resolute and Ye l l o w
kn i f e  were served by more than one reg i ona l  c a r r i e r  in 1974.

The second t i e r  1s composed o f  some two dozen a i r l i n e s  which 
o f f e r  a wide v a r i e t y  of  I n t e r -  and i n t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l  se r v i c es .  
Most of  t h e i r  operat i ons  in 1974 were c h a r t e r  o p e r a t i o n s .
The i r  s i zes var ied from one a i r c r a f t  company to companies 
wi th m u l t i - a i r c r a f t  f l e e t s .
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Of p a r t i c u l a r  concern to t h i s  r epor t  are  those companies in 
the second t i e r  t h a t  provided scheduled i n t e r - t e r r i t o r i a l /  
p r o v i n c i a l  se r v i ces  in 1974. They Included A r c t i c  A i r ,  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Je t  A1r and Northward A v i a t i o n .  A r c t i c  A i r  
served the For t  Ne l son- For t  Simpson market wh i l e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Je t  A1r and Northward provided d i r e c t  and m u l t i - s t o p  serv ices  
r e s p e c t i v e l y  between Whi tehorse and I n u v l k .  For a per iod of  
t i m e ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Je t  Ai r  also provided s e r v i c e  between 
For t  Nelson and I n u v l k .  In the f a l l  o f  1974,  however,  Jet  
Ai r  wi thdrew r e g u l a r  se r v i ces  from both the Wh l t ehor se - I n uv i k  
and For t  Nelson- Inuv1k r o u t e s .  Northward replaced Jet  A1r on 
the Wh1t e h o r s e - I n u v l k  r o u t e ,  providing four  non-stop f l i g h t s  
and one m u l t i - s t o p  f l i g h t  per  week wi th  an F27 a i r c r a f t .

Responses to the 1974 q u e s t i o n n a i r e  were received from the 
t h r ee  reg iona l  c a r r i e r s  and two a i r l i n e s  in the second t i e r .  
G e n e r a l l y ,  the 1974 r e p l i e s  were less comprehensive than those 
in 1973.  Consequent ly the 1974 s t a t i s t i c s ,  shown 1n the 
f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e ,  cont a i n  more est imates than 1973.

Tabl e  4.1 shows the aggregr a t e  t r a f f i c  t o t a l s  for  a i r  t r a v e l 
l e r s  e n t e r i ng  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  1n 1973 and 1974.  I t  
can be noted t ha t  a s l i g h t  d e c l i n e  ( 1 . 4 * )  occurred 1n 1974.  
This dec l i ne  may be a t t r i b u t e d  to a slowing down 1n the search 
f o r  o i l  and gas 1n the Mackenzie De l ta  and High A r c t i c  in 
1974;  also to economic u n c e r t a i n t i e s  t ha t  had depressant  
e f f e c t s  upon t r a v e l  and tour ism across the na t ion and around 
the wor ld.

A l b e r t a  1s the p r i n c i p a l  gateway f o r  a i r  t r a v e l l e r s  bound f o r  
the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  and Edmonton 1s the s i ng l e  most 
impor t ant  t r a f f i c  o r i g i n a t i n g  cent re  1n Al ber t a  ( 1 e : count ing
passengers a c t u a l l y  o r i g i n a t i n g  1n the C i t y  plus a i r l i n e  
t r a n s f e r s  at  Edmonton) .  In 1974,  7 7 . 7 *  of  the Northwest  T e r 
r i t o r i e s  bound t r a v e l l e r s  passed through the A l b er t a  gateway»
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TABLE 4.1

AIR TRAFFIC TO 
1973 AND

THE N.W.T.  
1974

GATEWAY PASSENGERS VARIATION % % TOTAL
1973 1974 1973-74 1973 1974

A l b e r t a  (1) 57,334 59,697 4.1 73.6 —
i

Manitoba (2) 10,271 7,567 ( 2 6 . 3 ) 13.2 9.9

Quebec (3 ) 6,888 7 ,100 3.1 «8.8 9.3

Yukon/B.C.  (4) 3,388 2 ,420 ( 2 8 . 6 ) 4 . 4 3.1

COGOГ
'- 76,784 ( 1 . 4 ) 100.0 1 00.0

Notes:  Pr i nc i pa l  T r a f f i c  O r i g i n s :
(1) Calgary and Edmonton.
(2)  Winnipeg and C h u r c h i l l .
(3)  M o n t r e a l .
(4)  Whi tehorse and For t  Nelson.

Source: S t a t i s t i c s  from f i v e  a i r l i n e s ,  and est imates by 
the Research and Eva l ua t i on  D i v i s i o n .



33.

4.1 % more than in 1 973.  P a c i f i c  Western A i r l i n e s  c a r r i e d  
more than 90% of t h i s  t r a f f i c  to d e s t i n a t i o n s  such as For t  
Smith,  Hay Ri ver ,  Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  For t  Simpson, Norman Wel l s ,  
I n u v i k ,  Cambridge Bay and Resolute.

The performance of  the o t he r  gateways is also shown in Table 
4 . 1 .  T r a f f i c  from Winnipeg and Churchi l l  to Keewatin com
muni t i es  and Ye l l owkn i f e  decl ined by 26% in 1974,  and from 
Whitehorse and For t  Nelson to Inuvik  by 2 % .  On the other  
hand, Montreal  o r i g i n a t i n g  t r a f f i c  bound for  Frobisher  Bay 
and communit ies in the eastern Ar c t i c  increased by 3%. The 
speci-ift^eeiiremiS'O'n'S. for- these t r a f f i c  v a r i a t i o n s  are not known 
at  t h i s  t ime.

Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  t r a v e l l i n g  on business and 
p l easur e ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  46.4% of the 76,784 a i r  t r a v e l l e r s .
The m a j o r i t y  of  n o n - r e s i d e n ‘ a i r  t r a v e l l e r s  ( 3 4 , 5 6 0 )  came to 
the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  p r i n c i p a l l y  f o r  business reasons.  
However,  the balance of 6,600 a i r  t r a v e l l e r s  came for  a 
va ca t i on ,  to v i s i t  f r i e nds  and r e l a t i v e s ,  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
sports tournaments or other  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s .  This l a t t e r  
t o t a l  for  l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  represents an 18.3% de c l i ne  from 
1973. An actual  decrease in l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  may have 
occurred.  The lower t o t a l  may also r e f l e c t  i naccur rac i es  in 
the es t i ma t i on  process f or  l e i sur e  t r a v e l l e r s .

The 76,784 t r a v e l l e r s  en t er i ng  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  by 
a i r  in 1974 probably generated 50 m i l l i o n  passenger mi les of  
a i r  t r a ve l  in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  and paid $6.5 m i l l i o n  
to the a i r l i n e s  f o r  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  segment o f  
t h e i r  j ourney .  8.6% of these a i r  t r a v e l l e r s  were t o u r i s t s  
and they probably paid more than h a l f  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  for  
t h e i r  t r a v e l  in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .
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5. ACCOMMODATION SURVEYS

Survey forms have been sent to sport  f i s h i n g  lodges,  sport  
f i s h i n g  o u t f i t t e r s  and big game o u t f i t t e r s  f o r  the past  e i g h t  
years.  The survey r e s u l t s  have been compiled in previous  
annual r epor t s .  The f i r s t  hotel  and motel survey was con
ducted in 1972,  and,  in 1973,  a separate campground sect ion  
was included in the annual repor t  f o r  the f i r s t  t ime.  This 
year  the r e s u l t s  of  a cru i se  ship survey are included for  the 
first time.

5. 1 Lodges

Survey forms were sent to t h i r t y - s e v e n  lodge , outpost  and 
t en t  camp operators in 1974. Twent y - f i ve  r e p l i e s  were 
received which represents a 67.6% response r a t e .  The twenty-  
f i v e  respondents form a good c r o s s - s e c t i on  of  t h i s  indust ry  
sector  since a l l  sizes of o p e r a t i o ns ,  from l ocat i ons  across  
the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  are represented in the r e t u r n s .
The respondents a lso c o n s t i t u t e d  the ma j o r i t y  of  opera t ors  
in respect  o f  the f ac t  they provided 83% of the bed ca pa c i t y  
of th i s  sector  in 1974.

Table 5.1 summarizes the data received from the t w e n t y - f i v e  
respondents.  68.9% of t h e i r  3 , 748  guests came from the Uni ted  
States which cont rasts sharply wi th the low percentage of  
Uni ted States res i dent s  accommodated in hote ls  and motels in 
the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  (see Table 5 . 2 ) .  The 1974 p e r c e n t 
age f o r  Uni ted Sta tes  v i s i t o r s  is e ight  percentage points  
higher  than in 1973.  Canadians c o n s t i t u t e d  29.8% of lodge 
guests ,  of  which more than o ne - t h i r d  were Northwest  T e r r i 
t o r i a l  r e s i d e n t s .  The balance of guests (1.3%)  were from 
overseas.  A l l  these guests can be c l a s s i f i e d  as bona f i de  
tour i  s t s .



TABLE 5.1 35.

N.W.T.  LODGES SURVEY 
1974

NUMBER OF
RESPONSES TOTAL % TOTAL

Number....and Or i g i n  of Guests:

N . W.T. 25 467 12.5
Other  Locat ions in Canada 25 649 17 .3
U.S.A. 25 2 ,584 6 8 . 9
Overseas 25 48 1 . 3

Tota l 3,748 100.0

Average Length of  Stay per Guest  
at Lodoe (outpost  or t en t
camp ) 25 One Week -

Revenues from Accommodation,
Food and Equipment. 24 $2 ,454 ,000 -

Employees :

Permanent N.W.T.  Residents 25 205 52 .0
Non - N . W.T. Resi dents 25 189 4 8 . 0

Tota l 394 100.0

Wages and Sa l a r i e s  Paid to
Permanent N.W.T.  Residents 25 $207 ,300 -

Value of  Goods and Services  
Purchased in the N.W.T. :

Food 24 $ 75 ,4 00 14.1
Liquor 24 40 ,400 7.5
A i r c r a f t  Char ters 24 366,750 68.5
F i s h i ng / Hunt i ng  Equipment 24 53,250 9.9

Tota l $535,800 100.0

Length of  Operat ing Season 2 1 Month 8 . 0
7 2 Months 28.0

10 3 Months 40 .0
6 4 Months 24.0

25 100.0
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Twenty - four  respondents earned some $2 .45  m i l l i o n  from the 
provis i on of  accommodation,  food and equipment .  This r e 
presents an average revenue per guest  of  $678.  Employment  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  were generated f o r  205 Nor therners  who earned 
$207,300 in s a l a r i e s  and wages. The respondents also  
co n t r i b u t e d  to the T e r r i t o r i a l  economy by purchasing more 
than $500,000 worth of  goods and serv i ces  in the Northwest  
T e r r i t o r i e s .  Length of  oper a t i ng  seasons,  shown in the l a s t  
sect i on  of  the t a b l e ,  are  very s i m i l a r  to 1973.  Some lodges 
t h a t  only had a one month oper a t i ng  season in 1973 d i d ,  
however,  e l e c t  to remain open longer  in 1974.  G e n e r a l l y ,  
operat i ng  seasons were s h o r t e r  the f u r t h e r  one t r a v e l l e d  nor th  
and east  from the Great  Slave Lake area.

Based on a sampl ing of  f our t een  lodges,  p r ov i d i ng  38% of  
l o d g e - n i g h t s ,  t ha t  responded in both 1973 and 1974,  r e g i s 
tered guests rose by 10.5% in 1974;  gross revenues increased  
5.1%; employment of  Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  r e s i de n t s  increased  
5.3%; s a l a r i e s  to Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  r es i de n t s  increased  
62.1%; and expendi tures by lodge operators  on food,  l i q u o r ,  
a i r c r a f t  char t e r s  and f i s h i n g / h u n t i n g  equipment in the Nor th
west T e r r i t o r i e s  increased by 13.0%.

As i nd i ca t e d  e a r l i e r ,  the o v e r a l l  importance of  t h i s  sector  
has not been f u l l y  represented by the data provided so f a r .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  es t imates of  the number of  guests accommodated by 
a l l  37 lodges,  wi th t h e i r  revenues,  have been p r o j e c t e d .

The r e t ur ns  i nd i c a t e d  t h a t  3,748 guests were accommodated 
in 83% of  the bed capac i t y  o f f e r e d  by t h i s  i nd us t r y  sec t or .
The remaining 17%, t h e r e f o r e ,  could have accommodated a 
f u r t h e r  767 guests,  for  a grand t o t a l  of  4 ,515 guests.
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Applying the p r e v i ou s l y  c a l c u l a t e d  average revenue of  $678 
per person,  gross revenues to the lodge operators  in 1974 
are est imated to be $3 .06 m i l l i o n s .

5.2 Hotels and Motels

The bed c a p a c i t y  of  Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  hote ls  and motels  
increased by 15% between 1973 and 1974.  During the peak summer 
months occupancy r a t es  f r e q u e n t l y  exceeded 95%, but throughout  
the remainder of  the year  there  was a s u r f e i t  of  space.

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  t h i s  capac i t y  remains concent rated in the 
D i s t r i c t  of  Mackenzie.  This D i s t r i c t  possessed 87.5% of  the 
capac i ty  in 1974,  fo l l owed by the Keewat in/High A r c t i c  (6.7%)  
and the Ba f f i n  ( 5 . 8%) .  On a community b a s i s ,  Ye l l owkn i f e  
possessed near l y  34% of  t h i s  c a p a c i t y ,  Hay Ri ver  16%, Inuvik  
15%, Frobisher  Bay 5% and the balance of  e ighteen communit ies 
30%.

Survey forms were sent  to 38 hote ls  and motels in 1974.
Eighteen completed forms were returned plus one t ha t  stated  
the motel was only used as a s t a f f  house in 1974,  and was no 
longer  open to the general  p u b l i c ,  plus another  t h a t  stated  
s t a t i s t i c s  could not  be provided u n t i l  a much l a t e r  date.

The 18 respondents c o n s t i t u t e  a f a i r  c r o s s - s e c t i on  of  t h i s  
i ndust ry  se c t or  since most s i zes o f  hot e l s  and mote ls ,  from 
l a r ge  and smal l  communit ies across the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  
are represented in the r e t u r n s .  Together ,  the 18 respondents 
provided 59% o f  the bed capac i t y  of  t h i s  sector  in 1974.

Table 5.2 summarizes the data received from the 18 respond
ents .  95.6% o f  t h e i r  106,354 guests were Canadians,  and 
approximate ly  one- th1rd of  these were Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  
r e s i d e n t s .  Only 4.4% of  the guests were from the Uni ted
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TABLE 5 . 2

N.W.T.  HOTELS AN.' MOTELS SURVEY
1 974 _ _ _ _ _ _

NUMBER OF
RESPONSES TOTAL

Number and Or i g i n  of  Guests:

Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  
Other  Locat ions 1n Canada 
U.S.A.
Overseas

Tota l

Types of  Guests:

Tour is ts
Business and Government  

Total

Average Length of  Stay per  
Guest (days)

Revenues :

Accommodations
Food and Other  Services

Tota l

Employees :

Permanent N.W.T.  Residents  
Non-N.W.T.  Residents

Total

Wages and Sa l a r i e s  Paid to 
Permanent N.W.T.  Residents

Value of  Food, Liquor  and Other  
Goods Purchased in the N.W.T.

18 30,531
18 71 ,190
18 3 ,688
18 945

106,354

18 15 ,785
18 90 ,569

106,354

18 3.5

16 $ 2 , 653 , 95 0
1 6 3 ,818 ,250

$6 ,472 ,200

16 1,246
1 6 496

1 ,742

18 $ 1 , 8 2 4 , 3 0 0

16 $1 , 9 1 7 , 3 0 0

% TOTAL

28.7
66.9

3.5
0 . 9

100.0

14.8
85.2

100.0

41 .0 
59.0

100.0

71.5
28.5

100.0
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St a t es  or  overseas.  Tou r i s t s  or l e i s u r e  t r a v e l l e r s  c o n s t i t u t e d  
14.8% o f  the guests which represents a f our  percentage poi nt  
i ncrease  over 1973.  The m a j o r i t y  o f  guests ,  however,  were 
t r a v e l l i n g  f o r  business reasons.

Sixteen respondents earned $6 . 5  m i l l i o n s  from the prov i s i on  
of  accommodation,  food and o t he r  serv i ces  which represents  
an average revenue o f  $65 per guest ,  an I ncrease of  $4 per 
guest  over 1973.  Turnover  of  employees was high in t h i s  sector  
and s i x t een  respondents employed 1,742 persons;  71.5% 
of  whom were permanent Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  r e s i d e n t s .
These Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  r es i de n t s  received near l y  $1 . 8  
m i l l i o n  1n s a l a r i e s  and wages.  Hotels and motels also con
t r i b u t e d  to the T e r r i t o r i a l  economy by purchasing $1.9 m i l l i o n  
( s i x t e e n  respondents only)  o f  food,  l i q u o r  and other  goods 
1n the Nor thwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .

Based on a sampl ing o f  ten hote l s  and motels responding 1n 
both 1973 and 1974,  r e g i s t e r e d  guests Increased 7.1% 1n 1974;  
gross revenues (accommodation,  food and other )  17.8%; employ
ment of  Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  res i dents  542% (high turnover  
is the p r i n c i p a l  reason) ;  and s a l a r i e s  to Northwest  T e r r i 
t o r i e s  r es i dent s  37%. On the other  hand, t he r e  was a s l i g h t  
decrease (0 . 03%)  1n the value o f  food,  l i q u o r  and other  goods 
purchased by hote ls  and motels 1n the Nor thwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  
These ten hot e l s  and motels provided 47% of  the 1974 bed 
c a p a d  t y .

Annual est imates,  of  guests ,  and t h e i r  ex p e n d i t u r e s ,  f o r  a l l  
t h i r t y - e i g h t  hote l s  and motels have been produced 1n a 
s i m i l a r  way to the t o t a l  sec t or  est imates 1n sect ion 5 . 1 .
The re t urns  I nd i ca t e d  t h a t  106,354 guests were accommodated 
In 59% of  the bed ca pac i t y  o f f e r e d  by t h i s  I nd us t r y  sec t or .
The remaining 41%, t h e r e f o r e ,  could have accommodated a 
f u r t h e r  74 ,000 guests ,  f o r  a grand t o t a l  of  180,000 guests.
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Applying the pre v i ous l y  c a l c u l a t e d  average revenue o f  $65 
per guest ,  gross revenues to the hotel  and motel  operators  
in 1974 are es t imated to be $11.7  m i l l i o n .

One s t a t i s t i c  t ha t  is not  known, however,  is how many i n d i v 
idual  persons are represented in these t o t a l s  since v i s i t o r s  
and r es i dent s  t r a v e l l i n g  in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  g e n e r a l l y  
stayed at  more than one hotel  on t h e i r  t r i p s .

5 . 3 Out f i  t t e r s

Survey forms were sent  to 29 sport  f i s h i n g  and big game o u t 
f i t t e r s  in 1974.  The big game o u t f i t t e r s  are l oca t ed  in the 
Mackenzie Mountains.  Most o f  the sport  f i s h i n g  o u t f i t t e r s  
are located in the Great  Slave Lake area or  the Mackenzie 
V a l l e y  (and t r i b u t a r i e s ) ;  three  however were l ocated above 
the t r e e l i n e  - namely a t  Eskimo P o i n t ,  Spence Bay and Frobisher  
Bay. Th i r t e e n  o u t f i t t e r s  r e p l i e d ,  four  of  whom sta ted  they 
did not operate in 1974 or had no guests.

Table 5 .3  summarizes the data rece i ved from nine respondents.  
73.5% of  the 814 guests were Canadian,  25.2% Uni ted Sta tes  
and 1.3% came from overseas.  The m a j o r i t y  of  guests (58%) 
rented o u t f i t t e r  serv i ces  f o r  only one or two days.  These 
persons p a r t i c i p a t e d  in f i s h i n g  and s i g h t - s e e i n g  c ru i ses  on 
the Great  Slave Lake.  The balance of  guests,  however,  r e 
qui red o u t f i t t e r  serv i ces  f o r  much l onger ,  sometimes f or  one 
or two weeks.

Eight  o u t f i t t e r s  employed 42 persons,  26 of  whom were permanent  
Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  r e s i d e n t s .  These r e s i de n t s  r ece i ved  
$23,341 in wages or ne ar l y  $900 per person.  The o u t f i t t e r s  
purchased $21,000 of  food l i q u o r  and f i s h i n g  or hunt ing



TABLE 5 . 3 41 .

N.W.T. OUTFITTERS SURVEY 
1974

NUMBER OF 
RESPONSES TOTAL % TOTAL

Number and o r i g i n  of guests:

Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s 9 98 12.0
Other l oc a t i ons  in Canada 9 501 61 .5
U. S. A. 9 205 25.2
Overseas 9 10 1. 3

Tot a l 814 100.0

Average l ength of  stay per
Ma j  ori  ty = 1 dayguest  (days) -

Rest = 1 to 2 wee

Revenues from accommodation,
food and ,equi pment 6 $87 ,459 ~

Employees :

Permanent N.W.T.  res idents 8 2 6 61 .9
Non-N.W.T.  residents 8 16 38.9

T ota l 42 100.0

Wages and s a l a r i e s  paid to
permanent N.W.T.  residents 8 $23,341

Value of  goods and services  
purchased i n  the N.W.T. :

Food 8 $14 ,942 40 . 0
Liquor 7 700 1 .9
A i r c r a f t  char ters 7 16 ,000 4 2 . 8
F1sh1ng/hunt ing equipment 7 5 ,700 15.3

Total $37 ,342 100.0

Length of  operat i ng  season: 1 1 Month 11.1
0 2 Months -

3 3 Months- 33 . 3
5 4 Months 55.6

9 100.0
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equipment and also spent $16,000 on a i r c r a f t  c h a r t e r s .
More than h a l f  the o u t f i t t e r s  remained open four  months or 
more.

Five of  the o u t f i t t e r s  responded in both 1973 and 1974.  The 
sample is small  but a comparison of  t h e i r  1973 and 1974 
r e p l i e s  i nd i ca t ed  tha t  guests increased 52%, gross revenues  
increased 30%, employees increased 18%, wages to permanent  
T e r r i t o r i a l  r es i dents  increased 71%, and the value of  goods 
and serv ices purchased in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  ne ar l y  
doubl ed.

There is I n s u f f i c i e n t  data to p r o j e c t  es t imates of  t o t a l  
guests accommodated by t h i s  sector  and the gross revenues  
of  o u t f i t t e r s  tha t  can be considered reasonably a c c u r a t e .
I t  is apparent ,  however,  t ha t  o u t f i t t e r  serv ices w i l l  be in 
i ncreas ing demand as more and more Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  
r es i dent s  and non- res idents  want to explore  " o f f  the beaten 
t rack"  l o c a t i o n s .

5.4 Parks and Campgrounds

The T e r r i t o r i a l  Government,  through the D i v i s i o n  of  Tour ism,  
operated twenty T e r r i t o r i a l  Parks wi th camping and p i c n i c  
f a c i l i t i e s  in 1974.  Most of  these f a c i l i t i e s  are loca t ed  
on the Mackenzie Highway system. These parks were open from 
May 15 to September 30 in 1974,  and a $5 fee was l e v i e d  for  
t h e i r  use.  820 permi ts were sold in 1974 for  t o t a l  revenues 
of  $4 ,100 .  In ad d i t i on  to the T e r r i t o r i a l  Government Parks,  
two p r i v a t e l y  operated campgrounds were open in 1974 - one 
south of  Hay River  on Highway 2; the o t her  at  Broughton 
I s l and in the eastern A r c t i c .
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5 . 4 . 1  T e r r i t o r i a l  Parks

User surveys were conducted at  t hree  major  parks in 1974,  
namely Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  Prelude Lake and Hay Ri ver .  S t a t i s t i c s  
were c o l l e c t e d  e i t h e r  by Park Superv isors d i r e c t l y  or wi th  
the aid of  t r a f f i c  counters.

Two t r a f f i c  counters were a v a i l a b l e  to the D i v i s i o n  of  Tourism 
l a s t  summer and these were pos i t i oned  at  the ent rances to 
Ye l l o w k n i f e  and Prelude Parks.  The i n t e n t i o n  was to conduct  
a cont inuous count of  vehi c l es  e n t e r i n g  these parks between 
the t ime of  the counter  i n s t a l l a t i o n  and the closing date of  
the park.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the t r a f f i c  counters and hoses were 
the o b j ec t  o f  such damage - from both normal wear and t e a r  
on gravel  roads and mal i c i ous damage by vandals -  t h a t  only  
p a r t i a l  r e s u l t s  were obta ined.

The park counts,  shown in Table 5 . 4 ,  inc lude v i s i t s  paid by 
both ov er n i ght  campers and casual  v i s i t o r s .  Casual v i s i t o r s  
in f a c t  formed a very high percentage of  the t o t a l  a t  Ye l l ow
k n i f e  since the campground pa r t  of  the Park provided a s h o r t 
cut to an outdoor swimming area.  Prelude Park,  located some 
20 mi les east  of  Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  is a f a v o u r i t e  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  
Y e l 1owkni f er s  on warm summer weekends and f o r  v i s i t o r s  who 
enjoy canoeing and camping away from c i t y  env i rons .

The average d a i l y  and peak weekend t r a f f i c  counts f o r  Ye l l ow
k n i f e  and Prelude Parks were both lower in 1974.  The reason 
f o r  these dec l i nes  may have been the g e n e r a l l y  inclement  weather  
condi t i ons  throughout  the summer or because of  poor d r i v i n g  
condi t i ons  between Stagg River  and Y e l l owk n i f e  which de t e r r e d  
some t o u r i s t s  from d r i v i n g  to Y e l l o w k n i f e .  This sect ion of  
Route 3 was being widened and s t r a i g h t e n e d  throughout  the 
summer and heavy ra ins f u r t h e r  compounded maintenance problems.
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TABLE 5.4

VEHICLE ENTRANCE COUNTS 
TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT PARKS 

1974

YELLOWKNIFE PRELUDE

Tota l  V e h i c l e s ^ 20,155 9,132

Per iod of  Count (days) 120<2) 120{ 2 )

Ave. Da i l y  Vehicl es 168 76

Peak Weekend July  5-8 Aug 3-5

Vehi c l es  Per Day on 
Peak Weekend 594 328

Notes:  (1)  The counters r e g i s t e r e d  vehi c l es  in and out ,
the counts shown are " in"  only.

(2)  May 31 to August 22: The t o t a l  i nc ludes
days when the counter  was i n o p e r a t i v e .  Park 
Supervisors were not able  to check the counters  
d a i l y .
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However,  Y e l l o w k n i f e ' s  loss was probably For t  Smi th's  
and For t  Simpson's gain since increased a c t i v i t y  was noted 
at  these parks in 1 974.'

Par t  of  the d e c l i n e  may also be expla ined in other  terms.  
T r a d i t i o n a l  users of  the Ye l l owkn i f e  and Prelude Parks may 
have e l e c t e d  to v i s i t  other  l oc a t i on s  and use other  f a c i l i t i e s  
in the Y e l l owk n i f e  area in 1974.  I t  should a lso be noted 
t h a t  the 1974 counts were taken over a much longer  per iod  
than the 1973 counts ( e l even days dur ing one month) and,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  probably r e f l e c t  the summer's t rend more a c c u r a t e l y .

S t a t i s t i c s  c o l l e c t i n g  was one of  many jobs for  Park Supervisors  
but they were pressed i nto  se r v i c e  because i n f ormat i on  was 
requi red  about the campers themselves - o r i g i n s ,  average 
s t ay ,  equipment u t i l i z e d  and f a v o u r i t e  s i t e  l o c a t i o n s .  Such 
s t a t i s t i c s  had not been c o l l e c t e d  p r e v i o u s l y .  They are 
e s s e n t i a l  f o r  the good management of Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  
Park f a c i l i t i e s ,  and also to compare progress between Nor th
west T e r r i t o r i e s  Parks and Pr ov i nc i a l  or Nat iona l  Parks.

Table 5 .5  presents a p r o f i l e  of  campers in the Ye l l owkn i f e  
Campground. 568 p a r t i e s  and 1,747 p a r t y - n i g h t s  were r e g i s 
tered between May 15 and September 30.  Ju l y  was the peak 
month f or  both number of  p a r t i e s  (193)  and p a r t y - n i g h t s  ( 6 0 8 ) .  
Average stay throughout  the summer was 3.1 days.  64% of the 
Park users were Canadian (Nor thwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  res i dents  and 
southern Canadian r e s i d e n t s ) .  Tents accounted f or  more than 
h a l f  of  the equipment noted by Park Superv i sors ,  and r e c r e a 
t i on a l  veh i c l es  also r e g i s t e r e d  h i gh l y  (31%).

Expansion of  f a c i l i t i e s  at  the Y e l l owkn i f e  campground are not 
scheduled f o r  the near f u t u r e  as s u f f i c i e n t  s i t e s  are now



TABLE 5 , 5

YELLOWKNIFE PARK 
PROFILE OF CAMPERS 

1 974 ______

MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT TOTAL

No . of  par t  i es : ^  ^ 47 171 193 137 20 568

Ave. stay (days) : 2.6 2.9 3.2 3.5 2 . 0 3.1

P a r t y - n i  g h t s :
Number ' 122 503 608 474 40 1 747
% of  t o t a l 7 29 35 27 2 100

Campground occupancy 
f a c t o r s  ( % recorded 
p a r t y - n i g h t s  of  
p o t e n t i a l ): 41 75 87 61 1 3 63

Or i g i n  of  p a r t i es ( % )  

N.W.T. 34 17 23 20 38 20
Southern Canada 36 32 43 46 45 44
U.S.A.  & 

overseas 20 10 34 17 17 19
U n i d e n t i f i e d 10 41 - 17 - 17

100 100 100 100 100 100

Equipment ( % ) : ^
Tents 100 73 41 42 50 52
Tent t r a i l e r s - - 9 9 - 6
Travel  t r a i l e r s - - 23 11 15 11
Recrea t iona l  

t ra i 1ers - 27 27 38 35 31

100 100 100 100 100 100

Notes: (1)  Average par ty  s i ze  is  not known.
(2)  Par ty  x days on s i t e .
(3)  Days that  type of  equipment is on s i t e  shown 

as percentage o f  p o t e n t i a l  p a r t y - n i g h t s .
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a v a i l a b l e .  Only on one or two weekends dur ing the peak of  
the summer does the occupancy approach 100% and in these cases 
campers are d i r e c t e d  to over f low areas w i t h i n  the park.

Table 5 .6  presents the p r o f i l e s  o f  campers a t  the Prelude  
Lake and Hay River  Parks.  The survey per iods a t  both Parks 
were s h o r t e r ,  and the surveys themselves less comprehensive,  
than at  Y e l l o w k n i f e .  Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  r es i dent s  con
s t i t u t e d  a very high percentage o f  campers a t  Prelude Lake 
(71.8% in June; 53.8% in August ) ,  as might  be expected in 
close pr ox i mi t y  of  the park to Y e l l o w k n i f e .  Southern Cana
dian res i de n t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a high percentage (71%) of  the 
campers a t  Hay Ri ver  in Ju l y .  Recrea t iona l  veh i c l es  were most 
popular  a t  Prelude Lake whi l e  t en ts  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  veh i c l es  
were equa l l y  in use at  Hay Ri ver .  Tenters on average are 
found to stay longer  than persons in r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s .

5 . 4 . 2  P r i v a t e  Campgrounds

The form shown as Table 5 .7  was sent  to two p r i v a t e  camp
ground operators  in 1974,  one near Hay Ri ver ;  the o t he r  on 
Broughton I s l and .  Only one operator  r e p l i e d .  For reasons 
of c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of  d a t a ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  we are unable to 
discuss t ha t  o p e r a t o r ' s  i n f o r ma t i on .

5.5 Cruise Ships

Survey forms were sent  to two cru i se  ship operators  in 1974,  
A r c t i c  Cruise Lines of  Hay River  oper a t i ng  the "Norweta" and 
Swedish America Line opera t i ng  the "Linbl ad Ex p l o r e r " .  The 
Norweta has cru i sed the Mackenzie River  f o r  several  years ,  
whereas the v i s i t  of  the Linblad Explorer  nor th of  60°N was a 
r a t he r  unique occasion.
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PRELUDE LAKE AND HAY RIVER F'RKS 
PROFILE OF CAMPERS 

1974

PRELUDE LAKE HAY RIVER

JUNE * 1 ^AUGUST*1 * JUNE * 2 ) JULY*2 )

Number of  p a r t i e s : 384 295 N/A N/A

Par t y - n  i g h t s : 604 N/A 199 144

Or i g i ns  of  P a r t i e s  (%) :
N.W.T. 71 .8 53.8 N/A 13.0
Southern Canada 14.8 11.8 N/A 71.0
U.S.A.  & overseas 8.2 15.9 N/A 7.0
U n i d e n t i f i e d 5.2 18.5 N/A 9.0

100.0 100.0 100.0

Equipment (%):
Tents
Recrea t i ona l  v e h i c l e s 10 '

28.5 32.7 47 . 0 58.0
71.5 67 .3 53 . 0 42 . 0

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Notes : (1) Based on 20 day record i n June and 23 day record

(2)
in August .
Based on 16 day record i n June and unknown number
of  days in Ju l y .

t r a  i 1e r s .(3) Includes t e n t  t r a i l e r s and t r a ve l
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N.W.T.  PRIVATE CAMPGROUND SURVEY 
1974________________

♦★The responses are t r e a t e d  as C0 NfrH? frNJWVL i n f o r ma t i on .

1. Number of  regis- terWh^*e.sts  , i n 1974
( Pl ease spec i f y  gue s t s . or уег Пc l '

2.  Number o f  guests or ve h i c l es  who were:
(Pl ease spec i f y  guests or v e h i c l e s )

Canadian - N.W.T.  r e s i d e n t s
- non-N.W.T.  r es i dent s

U.S.A.

O.ther
■3. Gross revenues from prov i s i on  of  accommodation,  

food and equipment

4.  Number of  employees who were:

N.W.T.  res i dent s  

Non-N.W.T.  r e s i d e n t s
5. Est imated value of  wages and s a l a r i e s  paid to 

N.W.T.  r e s i d e n t  employees

6.  Est imated value of  goods and se rv i ces  purchased 
in the N.W.T.  by Campground Operator  f o r :

a)  the maintenance of  the Campground

b) the enjoyment o f  r e g i s t e r e d  campers

7. What were your opening and c losing dates

**Thank you f o r  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Please re t ur n  to:  Mr.  Pe ter  Lof thouse
Research and Eva l ua t i on  D i v i s i o n  
Department o f  Economic Development  
Government of  the N.W.T.
Y e l l o w k n i f e , N.W.T.
XOE 1 HO
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Table 5 . 8  summarizes the data provided by the two oper a t o r s .  
The Norweta made e i g h t  northbound t r i p s  from For t  Providence  
and e i g h t  southbound t r i p s  from Inuv i k  in 1974.  Passengers 
were bussed between Hay R i v e r  and Fort  Providence .  The 
L i n b l ad  Expl orer  made four  cru ises nor th of  60°N to l oc a t i on s  
and communit ies along the west  coast  of  Gr eenl and,  Lancaster  
Sound,  eastern coast  o f  B a f f i n  I s l a n d ,  Hudson S t r a i t  and 
Hudson Bay. The average length of  the Mackenzie Ri ver  cruises  
was one week,  and f o r  the L i nblad Expl ore r  two weeks.

Tog e t he r ,  the ships c a r r i e d  584 passengers,  employed nine 
Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  r es i dent s  and paid them near l y  $90,000  
1 n wages and s a l a r i e s .  7 7 . 7 % of the passengers were Uni ted  
States r e s i d e n t s ,  19.2^ Canadian res i dent s  wi th  the balance  
from Overseas.  Only one oper a t o r  r e p l i e d  to Quest ions 6,  7 
and 8 and,  t h e r e f o r e ,  we are unable to discuss t ha t  ope r a t o r ' s  
data.
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CRUISE SHIP SURVEY .1.974

A r c t i c  Cruise  
.Li nes____

Swedish America 
L i nes______

1. Number of  .cruises Nor th of  60°:  Si x t e e n - 8  North Four
-8  South

2. I t i n e r a r y  for  each c r u i se :  

Origin Hay Ri ver Frobisher  Bay (and 
other  por t s )

En Route stopping places

Dest i nat i on

For t  Providence  
For t  Simpson 
Wrigley  
For t  Norman 
For t  Good Hope 
A r c t i c  Red Ri v e r  
A k 1 a v i k 
Tuktoyaktuk

Locat ions and Com
muni t i es  along the  
west coast  of  Green
land,  Lancaster  
Sound, Eastern Coast  
of  Ba f f i n  I s l a n d ,  
Hudson S t r a i t  and 
Hudson Bay.

Inuv i k  Frobisher  Bay (and
( or  v i c e - v e r s a )  other  por t s )

3. Average Tength of  each .cruise
North of 60° ( i n  days) one week two weeks

4. Or igins o f  passengers 
(both operators )

Canadian - . N . W. T .  r e s i de n t s
- non-N.W.T.  res i dent s

U. S.A.
Other

5. Number o f  employees (both 
o p e r a t o r s ) ,  f u l l  or  par t  t ime  
who were N.W.T. res i dents

6. Est imated value of wages ^and 
s a l a r i e s  paid to N..W.T. r e s i d e n t  
employees (both oper a t o r s )

7. Gross revenues (both operators. )  
from provis i on of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
accommodation,  food and o t he r  
services

8. Est imated val.ue of food,  l i q u o r  
and a i r c r a f t  char t e r s  .purchased 
by Cruise Ship Operators in 
N.W.T.  in 1974

Number Percent

4 0.7
1 08 18.5
454 77.7

18 3.1

■584 100.0

Nine

$89,867

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
>
)

Only one operator  
r e p l i e d .  Figures  
are not  f o r  
di:sc 1 osure .
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6. INCLUSIVE TOURS

The tours r e f e r r e d  to in t h i s  sect ion are those which o f f e r e d  
group t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r a t es  and other  serv i ces  i nc l u d i n g  
l odgi ng,  meals and en t e r t a i n me n t  to t o u r i s t s .  Persons on 
such tours have a l r ead y  been counted once in Sect ion 4 and 
perhaps again in Sect ion 5.  S t a t i s t i c s  provided by c r u i s e  
l i nes  are e s p e c i a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  to c l a s s i f y .  A r c t i c  Cruise  
Lines,  for  example,  have acted as both ship and tour  o p e r a t o r  
f o r  many years .  As the c r u i s e  market  in the Nor thwest  T e r r i 
t o r i e s  expands, however,  i t  is expected t h a t  c r u i s e  l i n e s  
w i l l  tend to s p e c i a l i z e  in t h e i r  f unc t i on  as ship operators  
and w i l l  r e l y  i n c r e a s i n g l y  on southern Canadian and Uni ted  
States tour operators  to provide passengers.  For t h i s  reason 
cru i se  ship s t a t i s t i c s  are presented s e p a r a t e l y  in Sect ion
5 .5  and not as p a r t  of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  as 1n the 1973 r e p o r t .

I n format i on was gathered from ten tour  o p e r a t o r s .  Major  
omissions i nc l ude  tours organized by an a i r l i n e  and company 
tours designed to show businessmen i n d u s t r i a l  and e x p l o r a t i o n  
s i t es  in combinat ion wi th a day or  two f i s h i n g ,  hunt ing or  
general  s i g h t - s e e i n g .  I n format i on about company organized  
tours is d i f f i c u l t  to obt a i n  and is o f t e n  company c o n f i d e n t i a l  
The a i r l i n e  r e f e r r e d  to above co n t r i b u t e d  s t a t i s t i c s  to  
Sect ion 4 but was unable to handle a l a t e r ,  a d d i t i o n a l  
request  f o r  i n f ormat i on  on i t s  tour  operat i ons  because of  
t ime c o n s t r a i n t s  (no f a u l t  of  the a i r l i n e ) .

Respondents to the 1974 survey i nd i ca t e d  t ha t  1 , 368  persons 
were accommodated on 38 tours (see Table 6 . 1 ) .  The m a j o r i t y  
of  the tours (89.5%)  and t o u r i s t s  (83 .9%)  were bound f o r  
l oca t i ons  in the D i s t r i c t  of  Mackenzie -  us ua l l y  communit ies  
on the highway, Inuv i k  and/or  Tuktoyaktuk.  A r c t i c  Cruise  
Line passengers,  of  course,  saw most of  the communit ies  
l ocated on the Mackenzie R i v e r .  The a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  the



TABLE 6.1

INCLUSIVE TOURS - 1974

Ave. Length Or i g i n of Tour i s t s

Di s t r i c t Tours Persons
o f  stay in 
N.W.T.  (days) Can. USA Other

Mackenzie 34 1,148 5.29 360 766 22

Eastern A r c t i c 4 220 .2.13 218 2 -

TOTAL 38 1,368 4 . 78 578 768 22

Source: Ten tour  ope r a t o r s .
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D i s t r i c t  i nc lude b e a u t i f u l  landscapes and water  scenery,  a 
high l ev e l  of  accommodation,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and other  
f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  are assoc i a ted wi th a r e l a t i v e l y  dense pop
u l a t i o n  zone,  and the convenience of  l i n k i n g  a v i s i t  to the 
Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  wi th one to the Yukon.

The balance of  the tours and t o u r i s t s  v i s i t e d  the Eastern  
A r c t i c .  Two tours were s p e c i f i c a l l y  in connect ion wi th  the 
cru i ses  of  the "Llnblad Expl ore r"  which v i s i t e d  many places  
in the Eastern A r c t i c .  Two o t her  tours were composed of  
persons from Eastern Canada i n t e r e s t e d  in seeing the Midnight  
Sun. These persons stayed over one day in Frobisher  Bay 
a f t e r  seeing the Mi dni ght  Sun from t h e i r  c h a r t e r  f l i g h t .

The average length of  stay f o r  tours 1n the D i s t r i c t  of  
Mackenzie was 5 .29 days,  and f o r  those in the Eastern  
A r c t i c  2 . 13  days.  Some 42% of  the t o t a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  were 
Canadian (compared to 76% in 1973) ,  56% were Uni ted States  
r e s i d e n t s  and the balance came from overseas.  92% of  
these tours were open to the p u b l i c ,  8% were p r i v a t e l y  
or gan i z ed .  S i ght se e i ng ,  A r c t i c  c r u i s i n g ,  w i l d l i f e  viewing  
and educat i ona l  reasons were given by tour  operators  as 
the p r i n c i p a l  purposes f o r  v i s i t i n g  the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  
In a d d i t i o n ,  four  tours to the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  were 
organized by square dance clubs and one by the o rgan i zers  
of  the t en t h  Commonwealth Mining and M e t a l l u r g i s t  Conference,  
held In Edmonton, as a post conference tour .

I t  is apparent  from these p a r t i a l  survey r e s u l t s ,  from the 
c r u i s e  l i n e  s t a t i s t i c s  in Sect ion 5 .5  and from general  
discussions t h a t  the Package Tour sector  o f  the t r a v e l  
i ndus t r y  is cont i nu i ng  to expand in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .  
C e r t a i n l y  such tours enable persons wi th modest to medium 
f i n a n c i a l  resources to v i s i t  t h i s  e x c i t i n g  pa r t  o f  Canada.
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7. HANDICRAFTS

This i tem has not been included in previous tour ism r e p o r t s ,  
f o r  lack of  da ta .  Recent s t a t i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e ,  however,  t ha t  
sales of h a n d i c r a f t s  to r e s i d e n t  and non- res i dent  t r a v e l l e r s  
in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  ts becoming an important  element  
of  gross Northwest  T e r r i t o r i a l  t o u r i s t  expend i tures .  I t  is 
est imated t ha t  the sales o f  ca r v i n gs ,  coats ,  wal l  hangings,  
bead work and other  T e r r i t o r i a l  c r a f t s  topped $ 1.. 75 m i l l i o n  
in 1974.  The p r i n c i p a l  sales o u t l e t s  were p r i v a t e  and 
Government c r a f t  shops,  and c o - o p e r a t i v e s .  The propor t i on  
of  sales revenues returned to the producer vis a v is  the 
r e t a i l  o u t l e t  va r i ed  according to the c r a f t  i tem.  On some 
i tems the producer received up to 70% of  the sale amount.  A 
more usual percentage is between 50% and 70%.
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8 .  TRENDS IN TRAVEL ENQUIRIES

The D i v i s i o n  of  Tourism,  opera t i ng  under i t s  t rade name of  
Travel  A r c t i c , answered a record 27 ,006 enqui r i es  in 1 974,  
more than double the f i g u r e  of f i ve '  years ago,  and up 15.4% 
from 1973.

The increase  in e n qu i r i e s  can be r e l a t e d  to a number of  
f a c t o r s .  Probably the most important  is the f a c t  tha t  
na t i ona l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  is focused upon the  
issues of  nor thern development and na t i ve  land c l a ims.
Travel  promotion by p r i v a t e  i ndust ry  and T r a v e l A r c t i c  i s  also  
reaching a wide segment o f  an i n t e r e s t e d  p u b l i c .  Natura l  
a t t r a c t i o n s ,  open spaces and a clean envi ronment  a l l  appear  
to be popular  vacat i on  requi rements wi th urbanized popula
t ions in the south and overseas.

A g r e a t e r  propor t i on of  e n q u i r i e s  are now coming from easter n  
Canada. There has been a n o t i c e a b l e  upswing in the l ev e l  of  
French enqui r i es  from Quebec, r e s u l t i n g  in the 1974 p u b l i c a 
t ion of  a French brochure.  Uni ted States enqu i r i e s  seem to 
be s h i f t i n g  from the sports f i s h i n g  f i e l d  to one of  general  
i n t e r e s t .  Both Canadian and American enqui r i es  have reached 
new peaks in requests f o r  i n f ormat i on  on canoeing,  backpacking 
and enjoyment of  the na t ura l  envi ronment .

Overseas i n t e r e s t  in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  i s  g r e a t e s t  
in Germany, where a combinat ion of several  books,  some good 
t r a ve l  f ea t ures  and f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  tours for  w r i t e r s  and 
tour  operators  out  of  the F r a n k f u r t  area have r es u l t e d  in an 
i ncreasing l evel  of e n q u i r i e s .

The T r a v e l A r c t i c  logo is becoming f a m i l i a r  around the world  
and e n qu i r i e s  have been rece i ved from almost every count ry .
By f a r  the g r e a t es t  percentage of  a l l  enqu i r i es  are now
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d i r e c t e d  to Travel  A r c t i c , wi th only a few e n qu i r i e s  being 
sent  from the Canadian Government O f f i c e  of  Tourism. .  A 
smal.ler. percentage of  e n qu i r i e s  are get t ing,  the Northwest  
T e r r i t o r i e s  mixed up wi th,  o t he r  Northern,  areas though we st-T'M 
f i n d  people confusing t h e 1Alaska and Mackenzie Highways.
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE DIVISION OF TOURISM

Explore Canada's A r c t i c  ( P i c t o r i a l  Guide)

Explorers  Guide.  Canada's A r c t i c ,  1974

O f f i c i a l  Travel  Map, Canada's A r c t i c ,  Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s

Overview Study of  Tourism and Outdoor Recreat ion in the 
Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  ( two volumes; p r i c e  $40.00)

Report  oh the Travel  I ndust ry  in the Northwest  T e r r i t o r i e s  
(The annual  s t a t i s t i c a l  repor t  of  the D i v i s i o n  of  Tourism)


