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FROBISHER BAY HOUSING ASSOCIATION
P.0. BOX 52
FROBISHER BAY, N.W.T,
X0A 0RO.

Frobigher Bay, N.W.T.
June Sth, 1975

The Honourable Judd Buchanan
Minister

D.I.A.N.D.

OTTAWA, Ontario

Deayr Sir?

Please £ind enclosed a copy of a letter to the
Village Council of Frobisher Bay, and, as well, a copy
of a resolution of the Village Council of Frobisher Bay.

An endeavour to try to simply summarize the
letters is to draw to your attention the following para-
graphs;

last of page )

second last of page 2
sixth underlined of page 3
last of page 5

The referred to paragraph of page 3 we feel
clearly points out this association administers housing
programs which fall under the jurisdiction of both yourself
and the Honourable Barney Dansen.

. This Association does not in the slightest manner
whatsoever feel that it possesses all the answers to the
many problems stated. It feels it may have some of the
answers.

It would be only through the good graces of an
office such as the one you hold, we feel, that a similar
paragraph to the second last paragraph of page two could
once again be penned five or ten vears from now.
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The Honourable Judd Buchanan

We are most courteously requesting your help.
We are not stating this help would be forthcoming.
We leave this to you.

Most Sincerely,

Joannasie Anemeuk
Chairman,

c.c. Barney Dansen
Wally Pirth
Brian Pearson
Stuart Hodgson
Roy McClure
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The following is a quote of 4 ~inute of the Board of Directors

meeting of the rrooisher Bay Housing Association held on May 15,

1975,

"The Board wants a letter to ask the Village Council
for support or Integration and Fouslization in houses, "

For the context of this minute you are referred to the Associations
telex to the Horouratle Judd iuchanan whick reouested a halt on all

Government Staff Housing until such times as

contracts of a nature

that guarantee the princivals of Integration and Rqualization are met,

The telex also pointeéd out that the appalling disparities in housing
would never hzve taken place simply if all government funded homes
for employees and citizens were uncer the control of one lLocal

Housing board,

The intent of the talex wa: to outline a serious social and financial
situation 2:d reouest assistance from tne Federal Government to

resclve the osrovlem,

Copies of the telex were forwarded to Wally Mirth, Member of Parliament,
Brian Pearson, Territorial Councillor and, as well, to you the Village
Council of Frobisher say, all of which are elecred orricials,

In addition, copies were for:.arded to S. Hodgson, Comnissioner of the
Northwest Territorie§ and to Hoy lcClure, managing Director of the
N. W. T. Housing Corpoyation, the administrators of the policies of

our elected vodies,

Thus it was felt that all concerned would ve informed and could
therefore look at ihe situation and come up with sone solutions,

It'was, and 15 not, the intention of the board of Dérectors to
criti-ize or tell znyvody wnat to do but rather to fulfill its
responsivilities by bointing out a realiity and requesting

assistance,
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Now, at this time, it acpears this Association proviced an inadequate
amount of informaticn in the telex as the Associubion ngs had no
replies or requests for information as related to the problem stated,

/
Therefore, in order to provide vackground, which we feel would assist
the Viilage Council to arrive at a knowledgesble decision of suoport,
the following points or ract and information are submitted.

Approximately 10 years ago the Cu.cinment of Canada implemented the
Northern ltental Housing, wental Purchase Frogram rartialily and
particularily to pruvice houses for the Inuit. The rent structure
of thie progrim scts aside one third of each aollir rent paid as a
credit towards the purcnase o a Northern Rental House,

At the time of imrlementation of this progran the majority ol the
Inuit in Frovicher were either not working within the wage economy
or certainly not to thne pay levels they are at present,

Today, 10 yearé later, fully 50% of the tenants are paying the
maximum rates oi' rent. A profound change of circuastances.

The Northern Mental, lental Purchase Program was implemented with
the end goal that Inuit in perticular, as a special status group
of people, would eventuaily want to nove into the wage econorny
end the Northern Iental Program was the vehicle which would enaole

the Inuit to becone private home owners.

The Northwest Territories Council Task Force on Housing of June 1¢72
recommended and pointed out the economic and social acvantages of °
providing a subsidy to assist with ruel ond power costs to all
citizens ot the lNorthwest Territcries, Thus, the additional and
final vehicle necessary to provide private home ownership was
established, Alas, it has not been implemented to date,

It can be clearly stated that the Northern kental, itental Purchose
program was indeed an' enlightened piece of legislation. OQur rederal
Goveriment should ve conmended on its forsight and courage as, today,
in Frovisher Bay, we are in the pd@sition of Inuit being in the wage
economy to the cegree of compitment whereby it would be advantageous
for a number to become private home owners. Indecd there have been
several requests.

The Objects of the Certificate of Incorporation under the Societies
Ordinance )of the Frovisher bay Housing Association read as follows:
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""The Objects of the said society are to promote adenuate housing
and arrange maintcnance to rentul houses =nd act in nezotiations
with the Covernment, to assist in housing education ~nd economic

_development . . /

/
It may be important to point out thnt Websters New Collegiate Dictionary
defines zaequate as "2, lawfully and reasonauvly sufficient",

The Association therefore feels it has the resporsioility, and therefore

-& trust ol the citizens of Frovisher Bay, to lawfully negotiate with

whomever it is recessary, to ootain reasonavle and sufficient housing,
It follows therefore, the Association can lavwfully negotiate with, anc
not against, whomever it is nccessary to negotiate with, against the
spending of Puolic Funcded Fousing Programs that in any way appear to
directly effect the principals of reascnable z=nd suf:icient housing,

It may now be advantageous to teke a brief lcok at the resronsibilities

‘of the Association 10 years ago, today, and just one or two years in

the future by possing the question - Who does the Associa tion negotiate
on behzlf of? '

'Ten years ago the Assoziation administered, mainvained and nzgotiated
on .behalf of the Inuit, zs previously menticned, as » special status

and particular group of people, It was in rsct an "Eskimo Housing
hssociation 100%,

Today, Witﬁ the construction of the 15 Territorial Houses - the green

‘ones on the beach in base and the brown 2luminium sided houses through-

out base but mainly in Ikaluit = Wit~ the nresent 20 Pudlic Houses
already erected; the 30 new Punlic Houses arriving sealilt 1975, the
proposed 20 single persons and 10 Senior Citizens accomcation, the
Association th:refore administers, maintzins and negotiates not on
behalf of only the Inuit of Frovish:r Bay 25 37% of the units are
open to anyvody, Inuit or Non-Inuit,

Honoured Couneelors, the Yousing Associaticn is WEgkd
Housing #ssociation" but rather the Frobisher Bay Housing Association 1§

responsible for both Inuit and Non-Inuii Housing,

Another Object of the Incorporation of the Association is " (c¢) To
develop, and indced to be canavle of oeing easily absorbed into a
Municipal level of Government, " .

Honoured Counselors, the Frobisher Bay Housing Association has now
arrived at that state of maturity it was created for as follows:

1. At a Municipal ievel, the Boar: of Directors in fact govern
Housing for both Inuit and Nen-Inuit.

2. It has developea what it feels are just policies for House
letting or House allocation. -
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Based on 'needs" the principals that govern housg letting Ly the
Board of Directors and/or a comrittee oy the Boaru are:

1. Length of }!esidence.in ‘robisher Bay

2, Number of pecovle in family compared to house size
3. Quality of care of present house /

4+ Rent paying havits in present house

As a sefeguard to protect the needs of the Community at Large
there is a poverning principal that when emoloymant of an
individuzl is of a direct benerit to the Community there is
a special pr ority to ensure accomodation of tne individual,

3. The Board of Direclors has instiucted the admirisirative staff
to ensure that both the tenants and the staff meet anc fulfill
their mutusl responsivilities as laid céown in the Rental
Prograns the Association administer:.

' These policies have ;uadrupled rent payments.wnich in turn now
provide the means to carry out proper ana preventative maintencnce,

It shoulc be clearly undcrstood that maintenznce coes not mean
that tenunts do not vay for darages to the houses they occupy,
they vol lMainterzunce ieans that the stoves, rfurn=ces, water
systems ~ were availeble & and electrical systems are up to par
and that normal improvecments are carried out,

These responsivilities are now teing met} ever. tho the load is
heavy and the funds shortl

It should ve noted that Housing, in Canada and the wurid at Large,

is generally viewed as a social responsivility. During the month

of April there was a two week Gemirar at the University of Guelph,

in Ontario, atiended vy emnloyees of the Ontario Housing Corporation.
The neme of the Se:inar wzs MSocial Housing",

This is pointed out 2s it can be cl:zarlv seen that the avove tiree
responsibilities the Board or Directors of the Association have
met are all socially oriented,

If the Board of Directors were unavle to carry out their past
responsibilities it was not for Leing unavle to grasp the prouvlems
and resolving them vut rather once they hzd a solution tney had no
staff to carry out their decisions - a crippling situatioun. MNow
and hencefcrth, this situation must ve conscientiously and
continuously healed and as it can oe seen the healing process is
in eifect, ‘

B8 K1 LM IERVWOII A W

NOILYBO04Y0D ONISNON SHEOLIHYTL [SINHIHON




-5-

How does the the Housin: Association widersisand souslization and
Integration? iiny simply the way it hus 1o overste. Granted vie
ma jority are Inuit nowever if one looks arowni there a-e many
Non-Inuit who lLave put m:ny years into this Village who no doudt
woula wish tc rent or even purchase a privately owned home.,

How does the Housini Association understand reasonavle and
sulficient? It is unnecessary to state there are unreasonaple
homes in Frobisher say. ‘There are 35 matcncoxes, It is also
wmnecessiry to state tnere are insurvicient homes in Frouisher Bay,
The Ascociations €U completed, and, ever being upoaced, Needs
and Derrands Survey reilects thnt even with the comnlction of the
30 new homes, the prorosed 2C single and 10 Senior Citizen units
and the destructic: of tne matehooxes there remzins a need of

50 more wnits or 1 end 2 bedroom accorodation, This we might
add does not account Jor any Non~Inuit accomodation - individuals
who aud to the viability of the community.

You are free to guestion Social Development as to their ouendry
vhen they wish to assist an individual reibilivate in the
.community ty provicing them with accomrodation,* They simply
are uvnavle to do so. The result is a rurther spread of social
breakdown,

It can be cleairl; seen that the Housing Association :i responsicle
to the Conmunity of Frovisher bay as a wiole.

The policies of the board of Directors safeguarc accomodation of
individuals and fumilies who are necessary for wne well being and
viability of the Communit: of Frobisher day as a whole.

The Housing Association is functioning at a iMwiicipal Level through
carrying out studies, vhe aforementiom)N:eds ana Denands study,
consulting with groups, the Senior Citizens as =n examele, and
providing this infornation to the Village Council in order that

the Village Cowncil has adeguate knowieage with which they nay
base their decizions.

There are at present Covernment Staff Accomodation in the various
Settlements of the horthwe:t Territories wnich are practically if
not identical to tie present level of Fuclic Houses in Frocisher
Bay. '

The Associaition cannot see any financial, moral or just rezson why
more expensive and exclusive housing must be built to entice
southerners to cowe to the narth,
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Last of all, it is intended that copies of this letter and whatever
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Hather housirg provided by Fublic Funced Pro.rums whether for the
privete citizen or the privete citizen civil servant should ve open
to all to rent or purchase,

Should a private individual wish to tpend his own moneyr on a $150,000,0C
home that rezlly is up to his own conscience, When it cones to Puolic
Funds tnen there is a special trust to the people of Canada.

The Board of Lirectos is therefore rcouesting from the Village Council
a certirie¢ resolution of support - that all rousing acecmmouation in
Frobisher Bay, viovided by ¥ublic Funds, bYe adrinistzrec and the
maintenance be arrangcd by one Locul central agency in Frobisher tay,
the [Frovisher Bay iHousing Association or an evolution thereor, whethcr
or not tie hous: : Le for private citizens or privaie citizen civil
servants of any level of yovernient and tnzt this suoport would be in
the form of the Villaie Council assisting the Association in
negotiations which would integrate znd ecualize housing to fulfill

and safeguard the needs, desires end aupirations of tk. inaividuals
and the Cormunit; of Frouicher Bay cu a whole, That these negotiation:
are undertuaken witnin the framework of the Unity 'of the Korthwest
Territories end the Liversity of ithe various Towns, Villages,

Herdets and Setvlements and that it is Frobisher Bay ulone which is
wmder considcration,

Lae rezolution of the Village Council wny te will ue forwarded to
the tonourable Judd iuchanan, i:lanis, %ally Firth, ke.ber of Parliament,
Brian Pearson, Territorial Counselor all of whom are elected representatives,

As with the Associations telex copies wouid be forwarded to S. Hodgson,
Coramissioner of the iiorthvest Territories :nd Hoy t:cClure, Managing
Dicector of ihe k. w. T. Housing Corporation,

In addition & copy will ve forwsrded to the Honourable Barney Lensen,
kinister of Housing the Federal Government,

The covering letter will be addressed to the Honourable Judd Buchanan
respectfully reqyuesiing nim to undertake initiative in this mattier.

Reppectiully

/

,/ 0% Lo Tl e A
- ./ Joanuasie Ancmeuk
2 Chairman
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Village of Frobisher Bay

P.0. Box 460, Frobisher Bay N.W.T.

May 2nd, 1975

The following 44 a Motion extracted §rom the Minwtes of a Meeting
of the Village Council of Frobisher Bay, held on Monday, May 26th,
1975: . :

MOVED ¢ Councillon Michael

"SECONDED @ Councillor MacKenzie

MOTION = : "That the proposal of the Frobishen
Bay Housing Association be accepted
in prinedple with further situdy

. necessarny with a combined meeting”

MOTTON CARRTED




