
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

8th COUNCIL, 56th SESSION

PETITION NO. 3

PRESENTED ON June 19, 1975



Councillor Bryan Pearson, 
Yellowknife, N.U.T.

Зоэо 57,
FffîBISHER BAY, N.U.T.

Dear Bryan,
Recently a group o f parents concerned about Education in general 

have got together and compliled the enclosed questionaire. I t  was primarily 
done, believing that at this meeting you might have the opportunity to make 
known our wishes to the Council when they meet next week in Yellowknife. He 
believed and understood that the Education Ordinance was to be discussed and 
decided upon. We therefore fe l t  that some voice frdn the people should come 
from the Eastern Arctic. The people who suggested the questions are from 
both cultures.

The replies to date have been very small in number, but I have 
tried to^^ork^ out the Yes/No ratio in percentages to make natters easier.
The ewannn+r Dy parents' I am going to quote in fu ll  as I fee l you may find them 
helüful.

1# 1 9956 Yes 8 3 55* N0
8 2a 97* Yes 8 5 99* Yes

8 2b 99* Yes 8 6 100* Yes
8 A 80* Yes 8 7 99* •Yes

#8 100

( out o f order -  sorry)

The division o f replies is  as follows 1 /3 'from Inuit parents 2/3 others,
COMMENT'S :
Should parents have a say about which teacher they should have. Ho defin itely  should 
be able to choose our ch ild 's  teacher at elementary level. Is there a way we can do this?
I would like to have them more school works and less activity games. And they have too 
many changes o f teachers. • The teachers change too often. They should stay not just 
one winter but maybe two to three years. They should have math and writing every day and less activ ity  games. ^
vYes we would like  to have take exams. But I don 't think the ttlachersggive exams any more 
' Yes math and writing should be taught daily.
Where is out Education Committee?? I think our *school$ should not even open i f  an 
active Education Committee does not exist and have it s  recommendations listened to 
and eventually followed by Education Administration in our Community.

Why is there so much apathy in the schools? Why is  the teacher turn-over so 
great each year?.
It would be interesting to know the ^berântendants views on the schools and education 
being given in Frobisher. What is  happening to the students going grom 7-8 (gradoi) this 
year since they seem to have lost out in this experimental program this year?
Whose job is  i t  to supervise the teachers and their programs? Shouldn't the whole 
school be pulling together for  the betterment o f the pupil? There is  a real need to think 
about what a classroom o f pupils loses because a teacher is  away on conference, workshop, 
language program, federation work or traveling a ll  over with 13 student. *
I would like to see nhe schools set a homework policy i f  a child is  having d ifficu lty  
honework should be assigned without question.
Why isn 't  French taught , as in most ШТ schools. Why are the programme so behind to 
the west?
Why in an o ff ic ia l ly  Bi-lingual country is  French not taught in a ll grades?
Why j i s  the implementation o f NUT Educational p o lic ies  ( and standards) so different in 
the Eastern Arctic C as opposed to the Western ШТ. In the same areas they are two Years 
behind in the East.
When are they going to start teaching a secong language i.e. French or ^Inuktitut as a 
dally subject
I f  English is  condidered an academic subject when are they going to teach sentence 
structures and grammar
Why can't the Inuit students be treated equally? They are not special andshould not 
be pampered. I f  so, the in itia tive  to work hare is  gone -  a ll students , Inuit ofc white 
must have that incentive to progress successfully.
Is the goal o f a given sbbool to 'teach people certain facts about certain subjects for  
a certain length o f time over the given year' or is  i t  ' to develope, in telligent, manure
whole human beings who are motivated and dcapable o f living fa l l  human lives .
We are supposed zo be working to the Alberta standard at High school leve l. Why is  i t  
that so many o f the Alberto.courses are not available -  even by correspondence?

P.T.O.



Why do the available correspondence courses i . e . , Physics in 1974-75 year 
take to long to be available ? Last years course did not arrive here until 
just prior to Christmas. Thus students could not complete the course, and 
gave i t  up. This year students taking correspondence courses are asked to 
pay fo r  them themselves 1 in case they give them up*.

When is  the Department o f Education going to  make <£oing to school interesting 
enough for  students who want to complete their schooling ? From what I see o f  - t  
students these days, I fee l the new system o f education leaves a lo t  to be 
desired, and is  probably the reason why more student ‘ drop out' than ever before.

+ v Comments on other forms are more or less covered above Bryan, so I w ill 
not bother to be too repetetive. J ’

I was cS^ed to a meeting with Mr. D, King , Mr.Nash, and Mr. R Carson 
!!e lh StfPleton yesterday. I pointed out to a ll  concerned* that *

ohere has been no « going behind the backs o f educationalists 1 in this questionaire 
It  was compiled with the good intention o f defin itely provoking aeswers t h a ^

hS 'nol Й Г .Г ^  1 —

neet them.hOPe yOU had a V0ry enjoyabie' holiday Hith У°РГ parents, it  was good to

lours very sincerely,

/  f U r  <

Rita M. Burrows.



/.
ъ '

At the Jane 1975 meeting o f  1he T e r r it o r ia l  Council
"he NWT the 2Qu.co.tion Ordinance w i l l  be d iscu ssed .

Ю у/ i s  the time fo r  the people o f  Frobisher Bay, and 
tne r e s t  o f  the North, to make th e ir  wishes regarding 
education  o f  th e ir  ch ild re n , known to the Government.

Belov: are some questions which» i f  answered, w i l l  be 
used in making your wishes known to the Government.

The c lo s in g  date fo r  answers and suggestions w i l l  be 
April- -1-9th, -1975.
These papers may he returned to :

a) The box in  the fron t h a ll o f  the school
b) Mrs. R. Hanna, How fcu se 217.
c )  Mrs. B.Burrows, The Rectory ( next to the Anglican
a) BOX 57, Frobisher Bay. Cathedral)

CUES TP NS
1. Do you think there should be a N.W.T. curriculum  set 

io r  a l l  grades ? ....................

2*. a)Should there be grade t e s t s /o r  exams to determine ac^taal
progress and achie^hn-.aftt a t the end o f  each year? ...........

b)Should the students a tta in  these b e fore  goin g forward to 
the next grades ? ................

5. L-c you agree witn the c o -c u r r ic u la r  program now in
progress every Tuesday a fternoon  ? ................

4 * ^ ? ; ! \ asrec that 311 academic su b jects  should be taught

5< Do you vhj.nk .your c h ild  should be mads to work?  ...............

6. Wôfcldyou support the teacher i f  your c h ild  r e u i r e d  
d is c ip l in e  ?

7. Should attendance record s  be kept fo r  each c l a s s  ? ......................

8. Are yen w il l in g  to meet to d iscu ss  the re s u lts  o f  -this
ou estion a ire  in the near fu tu re? ..................

9. What nuestion (s )  would you l ik e  to ask about education  7

10. \/hat suggCb -..ould -rou i -.ъл re-ccrj
’■■•’hole subject ? n r l  about th is

Name Telephone
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